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PREFACE. 


This  volume  ia  intended  to  be-a  Eecord  of  the  Legislation,  and  the  general  Political 
History  of  the  United  States,  for  the  last  four  years — a  period  of  unexampled  activity 
and  of  singularly  deep  interest  and  inportance,  whether  reference  be  had  to  the  vast 
material  interests  involved  in  the  stupendous  struggle,  or  the  precedents,  principles, 
and  measures  which  the  Convulsion  has  produced.  It  is  further  intended  to  be  a 
Record  rather  of  those  salient  facts  which  embody  or  illustrate  principles,  than  of 
those  which  relate  to  men  or  parties,  and  hence  have  transient  and  inferior  sig- 
nificance. 

So  abundant  have  been  the  materials,  that  compression  has  been  a  necessity.  Selec- 
tion has  been  made  with  the  purpose  of  presenting,  fully  and  fairly,  the  facts  as  they 
are,  and  the  agencies  by  which  they  came — ^viewing  all  else  as  subordinate. 

The  first  Ninety  pages  are  devoted  to  the  period  of  Secession,  and  contain  a  narrative 
of  the  successive  steps  in  the  movement  in  each  State,  in  chronological  order;  also, 
the  elaborate  justifying  papers  of  the  South  Carolina  Convention,  with  counter-selec- 
tions from  other  authorities ;  together  with  a  condensation  of  the  various  propositions 
of  Adjustment  made  in  or  out  of  Congress  and  the  vote  upon  each  taken  in  either 
body,  and  the  various  Official  Papers  of  the  day  tending  to  show  the  relations  of  the 
parties,  the  wrongs  complained  of,  and  the  remedies  proposed.  Closely  examining 
this  Record,  it  is  difficult  for  a  candid  person  to  escape  the  convi'ction  that  Adjust- 
ment was  hopeless — Revolution  having  been  the  pre-determined  purpose  of  the  reck- 
less men  who  had  obtained  control  of  the  State  machinery  of  most  of  the  slaveholding 
States.    This  conviction  will  be  strengthened  by  study  of  what  has  since  transpired. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Thirty-Sixth  Congress  proposed  permanently  to 
settle  the  security  of  slavery  in  the  slaveholding  States  by  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  was  adopted  by  a  two-thirds  vote  in  each  House,  And  that  it  com- 
pletely disposed  of  the  Territorial  feature  of  the  difficulties  by  agreeing  upon,  and 
almost  unanimously  passing,  bills  organizing  Territories  covering  the  entire  area 
owned  by  the  Government.  The  record  of  these  two  important  historical  facts  is 
given  within.  They  have  great  significance  in  establishing  the  character  of  the 
Rebellion. 
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South  Carolina.. 

vote. 

Georgia 

51,889 

Kentucky 

53,143 

Tennessee ...• 

64,709 

Ohio 

11,405 

Louisiana • 

22,681 

Mississippi 

40,797 

Indiana 

12,295 

Illinois 

2,404 

Alabama , 

48,831 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

31,317 

28,732 

Michigan 

805 

Florida 

8,543 

Texas 

47,548 

Iowa 

Wisconsin 

1,048 
888 

California 

Minnesota '- . 

34,334 

748 

Oregon 

5,006 

Total 

180 

39 

12 

72 

1,866,452 

590,631 

1,375,157 

847,953 

LiBcoln  over  Douglas 491,295 

"  "    Breckinridge 1,018,499 

"    Bell 1,275,821 

Other  candidates  over  Lincoln 947,289 


*  Fusion. 
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Immediately  thereupon,  and  clearly  by- 
concert  of  action  previously  arranged,  vari- 
ous disunion  Governors  hastily  took  steps  to 
procure  the  passage  of  ordinances  of  se- 
cession by  Conventions  of  their  States,  art- 
fully using  the  unsettled  excitements  of  the 
Presidential  canvass  to  that  end. 

These  proceedings  in  brief  were  as  follows : 

SOUTH   CAROLINA. 

November  6th,  1860.  Legislature  met  to 
choose  Presidential  electors,  who  voted  for 
Breckinridge  and  Lane  for  President  and 
Vice  President.  Gov.  "William  H.  Gist 
recommended  in  his  message  that  in  the 
event  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  election  to  the 
Presidency,  a  convention  of  the  people  of 
the  State  be  immediately  called  to  consider 
and  determine  for  themselves  the  mode  and 
measure  of  redress.  He  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  only  alternative  left  is  the 
"  secession  of  South  Carolina  from  the  Fed- 
eral Union." 

7th.  United  States  officials  resigned  at 
Charleston. 

10th.  U.  S.  Senators  James  H.  Hammond 
and  James  Ciiesnut,  Jr.,  resigned  their  scats 
in  the  Senate.  Convention  called  to  meet 
Dec.  17th.     Delegates  to  be  elected  Dec.  6th. 

13th.  Collection  of  debts  due  to  citizens 
of  non-slaveholding  States  stayed.  Francis 
"W.  Pickens  elected  Governor,  who  appointed 
a  cabinet  consisting  of  A.  G.  Magrath  Sec- 
retary of  State,  David  F.  Jamison  Secretary 
of  War,  C.  G.  MEMMiNfiER  Secretary  of  Treas- 
ury. W.  W.  IIarllee  p.  M.  General,  Albert 
C.  Garlinoton  Secretary  of  Interior. 

17t]L  Ordinance  of  Secession  adopted 
unanimously. 

21st.  Commissioners  appointed  (Barn- 
well, Adams,  and  Orr)  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington to  treat  for  the  possession  of  U.  S. 
Government  property  within  the  limits  of 
South  Carolina.  Commissioners  appointed 
to  the  otlfer  Slaveholding  States.  Soutljern 
Congress  proposed. 

24th.  Representatives  in  Congress  with- 
drew. 

Gov.  PiCKKNS  issued  a  proclamation  "  an- 


nouncing the  repeal,  Dec.  20th,  1860,  by  the 
good  people  of  South  Carolina,"  of  the  Ordi- 
nance of  May  23d.  1788,  and  "  the  dissolution 
of  the  union  between  the  State  of  South 
(Carolina  and  other  States  under  the  name 
of  the  United  States  of  America,"  and  pro- 
claiming to  the  world  "that  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  is,  as  she  has  a  right  to  be, 
a  separate,  sovereign,  free  and  independent 
State,  and,  as  such,  has  a  right  to  levy  war, 
conclude  peace,  negotiate  treaties,  leagues, 
or  covenants,  and  to  do  all  acts  whatsoever 
that  rightfully  appertain  to  a  free  and  in- 
dependent State. 

"  Done  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  the 
sovereignty  and  independence  of  South 
Carolina." 

Jan.  3d,  1861.  South  CaroUna  Commis- 
sioners left  AVashington. 

4th.  Convention  appointed  T.  J.  Withers, 
L.  M.  Keitt,  W.W.  Boyce,  Jas.  Chesnut,  Jr., 
R.  B.  Rhett,  Jr.,  R.  ^Y.  Barnwell,  and  C.  G. 
jSIemminger,  delegates  to  Southern  Con- 
gress. 

.5th.  Convention  adjourned,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Governor. 

14th.  Legislature  declared  that  any  at- 
tempt to  reinforce  Fort  Sumter  would  be 
considered  an  open  act  of  hostility  and  a 
declaration  of  war.  Approved  the  Gov- 
ernor's action  in  firing  on  the  Star  of  the 
West.  Accepted  the  services  of  the  Catawba 
Indians. 

27th.  Received  Judge  Robertson,  Com- 
missioner from  Virginia,  but  rejected  the 
propopition  for  a  conference  and  co-operative 
action.* 


*  The  resolutions  are : 

Renohxd  unnnimnusly.  That  the  General  Assembly  of 
South  Cfirolina  tfiuders  to  the  Lpgislatura  of  Virsjinia  their 
acknowledt,'ineut  of  the  friendly  motives  whicli  inspired 
the  inissioQ  entrusted  to  Hon.  Judge  Robertson,  her  Com- 
tnis'iioner. 

RfSflved  unnnimnjt,9/y.  That  candor,  which  is  due  to 
the  loug-contiuiUHi  sympathy  and  respect  which  has  sub- 
sisted between  Virtriuia  aud  South  Caroliua,  induces  tb« 
Assembly  to  declare  with  frankness  that  they  do  not  deem 
it  advisable  to  initiate  negotiations,  when  they  have  no 
desire  or  intention  to  promote  the  ultimate  object  in  view. 
That  object  is  declared,  in  the  resolution  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  to  be  the  procurement  of  amendments  to,  or 
new  guarantees  in,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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March  26th.  Convention  met  in  Charles- 
ton. 

April  3d.  Ratified  "Confederate"  Consti- 
tution— yeas  114,  nays  16.  (See  p.  398) 

8th.  Transferred  forts,  etc.  to  "  Confeder- 
ate" government. 

GEORGIA. 

November  8th,  1860.  Legislature  met  pur- 
suant to  previous  arrangement. 

18th.  Convention  called.  Legislature  ap- 
propriated $1,000,000  to  arm  the  State. 

Dec.  3d.  Resolutions  adopted  in  the  Leg- 
islature proposing  a  Conference  of  the  South- 
ern States  at  Atlanta,  Feb.  20th. 

January  17th,  1861.  Convention  met.  Re- 
ceived Commissioners  from  South  Carolina 
and  Alabama. 

18th.  Resolutions  declaring  it  the  right 
and  duty  of  Georgia  to  secede,  adopted — 
yeas  165,  nays  130. 

19th.  Ordinance  of  Secession  passed — 
yeas  208,  nays  89. 

21st.  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress withdrew. 

24th.  Elected  Delegates  to  Southern  Con- 
gress at  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

28th.  Elected  Commissioners  to  other 
Slaveholding  States. 

29th.  Adopted  an  address  "to  the  South 
and  the  world." 

March  7th.  Convention  reassembled. 

16th.  Ratified  the  "Confederate"  Consti- 
tution— yeas  96,  nays  5. 

20th.  Ordinance  passed  authorizing  the 
"  Confederate"  government  to  occupy,  use 
and  possess  the  forts,  navy  yards,  arsenals, 
and  custom  houses  within  the  hmits  of  said 
State. 

April  26th.  Governor  Brown  issued  a 
proclamation  ordering  the  repudiation  by 
the  citizens  of  Georgia  of  all  debts  due 
Northern  men. 


Resolved  unanimmialy,  That  the  separation  of  South 
Carolina  fvoin  the  Federal  Unioa  is  final,  and  she  has  no 
furth^r  interent  in  the  ConstitvMon  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  the  only  appropriate  negotiations  between  her 
and  the  Federal  Government  are  as  to  their  mutual  re- 
lations as  foreign  States. 

Resolved  tmnnimously.  That  this  Assembly  further 
owes  it  to  her  friendly  i-elations  with  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  declare  that  they  liave  no  confidence  in  the  Federal 
Government  of  the  United  States  ;  that  the  most  solemn 
pledges  of  that  government  have  been  disregarded  ;  that 
under  pretence  of  preserving  property,  hostile  troops  have 
been  attempted  to  be  introduced  into  one  of  the  fortresses 
of  this  State,  concealed  in  the  hold  of  a  vessel  of  com- 
merce, with  a  view  to  subjugate  the  people  of  South  Car- 
olina, and  that  even  since  the  authorities  at  Washington 
have  been  informed  of  the  present  mediation  of  Virginia, 
a  vessel  of  war  has  been  sent  to  the  South,  and  troops  and 
munitions  of  war  concentrated  on  the  soil  of  Virginia. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  in  these  circumstances 
this  Assembly,  with  renewed  assurances  of  cordial  re- 
spect and  esteem  for  the  penple  of  Virginia,  and  high  con- 
sideration for  her  Commissioner,  decline  entering  into  the 
negotiations  proposed. 

The  Charleston  Mercury  of  an  earlier  date  thus  allnded 
to  Border  State  embassies  : 

"Hear  them,  if  you  please  ;  treat  them  with  civility; 
feed  them,  and  drench  them  in  champagne — and  let  them 
go!  Let  us  act  as  if  they  had  never  come,  as  if  they 
had  not  spoken,  as  if  tliey  did  not  exist  ;  and  let  them 
seek  to  preserve  their  Treasury  pap  through  some  more 
supple  agency  than  ours.  The  time'  has  gone  by  when 
the  voice  of  a  Virginia  politician,  though  he  coo  like  a 
dove,  should  be  heard  in  the  land  of  a  patriotic  people." 


MISSISSIPPI. 

November  26th,  1860.  Legislature  met 
Nov.  26th.  and  adjourned  Nov.  30th.  Elec- 
tion for  Convention  fixed  for  Dec.  20th,  Con- 
vention to  meet  Jan.  7th.  Convention  bills 
and  secession  resolutions  passed  unani- 
mously. Commissioners  appointed  to  other 
Slaveholding  States  to  secure  "  their  co-opeV- 
ation  in  effecting  measures  for  their  common 
defence  and  safety." 

Jan.  7th,  1861.    Convention  assembled. 

9th.  Ordinance  of  Secession  passed — yeas 
84,  nays  15. 

In  the  ordinance  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  express  their  consent  to  form 
a  federal  union  with  such  of  the  States  as 
have  seceded  or  may  secede  from  the  Union 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  upon  the 
basis  of  the  present  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  except  such  parts  thereof  as 
embrace  other  portions  than  such  seceding 
States. 

10th.  Commissioners  from  other  States 
received.  Resolutions  adopted,  recognizing 
South  Carolina  as  sovereign  and  independent. 

Jan.  12th.  Representatives  in  Congress 
withdrew. 

19th.  The  committee  on  the  Confederacy 
in  the  Legislature  reported  resolutions  to 
provide  for  a  Southern  Confederacy,  and  to 
establish  a  provisional  government  for  se- 
ceding States  and  States  hereafter  seceding. 

21st.  Senators  in  Congress  withdrew. 

March  30th.  Ratified  "Confederate"  Con- 
stitution— yeas  78,  nays  7. 

FLORIDA. 

November  26th,  1860.  Legislature  met. 
Governor  M.  S.  Perry  recommended  imme- 
diate secession. 

Dec.  1st.  Convention  bill  passed. 

Jan.  3d,  1861.  Convention  met. 

7th.  Commissioners  from  South  Carolina 
and  Alabama  received  and  heard. 

10th.  Ordinance  of  Secession  passed — 
yeas  62,  nays  7.  (See  p.  ."99.1 

18th.  Delegates  appointed  to  Southern 
Congress  at  Montgomery. 

21st.  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  withdrew. 

Feb.  14th.  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature 
declaring  that  after  any  actual  collision  be- 
tween Federal  troops  and  those  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Florida,  the  act  of  holding  office 
under  the  Federal  government  shall  be  de- 
clared treason,  and  the  person  convicted 
shall  suffer  death.  Transferred  control  of 
government  property  captured,  to  the  "Con- 
federate" government. 

LOUISIANA. 

December  10th,  1860.     Legislature  met. 

11th.  Convention  called  for  Jan.  23d.  Mil- 
itary bill  passed. 

12th.  Commissioners  from  Mississippi 
received  and  heard.  Governor  instructed 
to  communicate  with  Governors  of  other 
southern  States. 
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January  23d,  1861.  Convention  met  and 
organized.  Received  and  heard  Commis- 
sioners from  South  CaroUna  and  Alabama. 

2.5th.  Ordinance  of  Secession  passed — 
yeas  113,  nays  17.  Convention  refused  to 
submit  the  ordinance  to  the  people  by  a  vote 
of  84  to  45. 

Tho  statement  in  the  first  edition  that  thlB  action  was 
rcKoiisiilired,  and  tlie  Ordinance  submitted,  is  incorrect. 
It  wiie  i.ot  voted  upon  by  tbo  people. 

Feb.  .5th.  Senators  ■withdrew  from  Con- 
gress, also  the  Representatives,  except  John 
E.  Bouligny.  State  flag  adopted.  Pilots  at 
the  Balize  prohibited  from  bringing  over  the 
bar  any  United  States  vessels  of  war. 

March  7th.  Ordinance  adopted  in  secret 
session  transferring  to  "  Confederate"  States 
government  $536,000,  being  the  amount  of 
bullion  in  the  U.  S.  mint  and  customs  s*ized 
by  the  State.* 

IGth.  An  ordinance  voted  down,  submit- 
ting the  "  Confederate"  Constitution  to  the 
people — yeas  26,  nays  74. 

21st.  Ratified  the  "Confederate"  Consti- 
tution— yeas  101,  nays  7.  Governor  au- 
thorized to  transfer  the  arms  and  property 
captured  from  the  United  States  to  the 
"  Confederate"  Government. 

27th.  Convention  adjourned  sine  die. 

ALABAMA. 

January  7th,  1861.  Convention  met. 

8th.  Received  and  heard  the  Commissioner 
from  South  Carolina. 

11th.  Ordinance  of  Secession  passed  in 
secret  session — yeas  61,  nays  39.  Proposi- 
tion to  submit  ordinance  to  the  people  lost 
— yeas  47,  nays  53. 

14th.  Legislature  met  pursuant  to  previous 
action. 

19th.  Delegates  elected  to  the  Southern 
Congress. 

21st.  Representatives  and  Senators  in  Con- 
gress withdrew. 

26th.  Commissioners  appointed  to  treat 
with  United  States  Government  relative  to 
ihe  United  States  forts,  arsenals,  etc.,  within 
the  State. 

The  Convention  requested  the  people  of 
the  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  CaroUna,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Mississippi.  Louisiana,  Texas,  Ar- 
kansas, Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Missouri 
to  meet  the  people  of  Alabama  by  their 
delegates  in  Convention.  February  4th,  1861, 
at  Montgomery,  for  the  purpose  of  consult- 
ing as  to  the  most  effectual  mode  of  securing 
concerted  or  harmonious  action  in  whatever 
measures  may  be  deemed  most  desirable 
for  their  common  peace  and  security. — 
Military  Bill  passed.  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  other  Slaveholding  States. 

March  4th.  Convention  re-assembled. 

13th.  Ratified  "  Confederate"  Constitution, 


•  March  14th,  1861.  The  "Confederate"  Congress  passed 
a  resolution  accepting  these  funds,  with  "  a  high  uense 
of  Uio  patriotic  liberality  of  the  State  of  LouiMana." 


yeas  S7,  nays  6.    Transferred  control  of  forts, 
arsenals,  etc.,  to  "  Confederate"  Government 

ARKANSAS. 

January  16th,  1861.  Legislature  passed 
Convention  Bill.  Tote  of  the  people  on  the 
Convention  was  27,412  for  it,  and  15,826 
against  it. 

February  18th.  Delegates  elected. 

March  4th.  Convention  met. 

18th.  The  Ordinance  of  Secession  de 
feated — yeas  35,  nays  39.  The  Convention 
effected  a  compromise  by  agreeing  to  submit 
the  question  of  co-operation  or  secession  to 
the  people  on  the  1st  Monday  in  August. 

May  6th.  Passed  Secession  Ordinance — 
yeas  69,  nays  1.  Authorized  her  delegates 
to  the  Provisional  Congress,  to  transfer  the 
arsenal  at  Little  Rock  and  hospital  at  Napo- 
leon to  the  -'Confederate"  Government. 

TEXAS. 

January  21st,  1861.  Legislature  met. 

28th.  People's  State  Convention  met. 

29th.  Legislature  passed  a  resolution  de- 
claring that  the  Federal  Government  has  no 
power  to  coerce  a  Sovereign  State  after  she 
has  pronounced  her  separation  from  the 
Federal  Union, 

February  1st.  Ordinance  of  Secession 
passed  in  Convention — yeas  166,  nays  7. 
Military  Bill  passed. 

7th.  Ordinance  passed,  forming  the  foun- 
dation of  a  Southern  Confederacy.  Dele- 
gates to  the  Southern  Congress  elected. 
Also  an  act  passed  submitting  the  Ordinance 
of  Secession  to  a  vote  of  the  people. 

23d.  Secession  Ordinance  voted  on  by 
the  people;  adopted  by  a  vote  of  34,794  in 
favor,  and  11,235  against  it. 

March  4th.  Convention  declared  the  State 
out  of  the  Union.  Gov.  Houston  issued  a 
proclamation  to  that  effect. 

16th.  Convention  by  a  vote  of  127  to  4 
deposed  Gov.  Houston,  declaring  his  seat 
vacant.  Gov.  Houston  issued  a  proclama- 
tion to  the  people  protesting  against  this 
action  of  the  Convention. 

20th.  Legislature  confirmed  the  action  of 
the  Convention  in  deposing  Gov.  Houston 
by  a  vote  of  53  to  11.  Transferred  forts,  etc., 
to  "  Confederate"  Government. 

23d.  Ratified  the  "  Confederate"  Consti- 
tution— yeas  68,  nays  2. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 
November  20th,  1860.  Legislature  met. 
Gov.  Ellis  recommended  that  the  Legislature 
invite  a  conference  of  the  Southern  States, 
or  failing  in  that,  send  one  or  more  delegates 
to  the  neighboring  States  so  as  to  secure 
concert  of  action.  He  recommended  a 
thorough  reorganization  of  the  militia,  and 
the  enrolment  of  all  persons  between  18  and 
45  years,  and  the  organization  of  a  corps  of 
ten  thousand  nuMi;  also,  a  Convention,  to  as- 
semble immediately  after  the  proposed  con- 
sultation with  other  Southern  States  shall 
have  terminated. 
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December  9th.  Joint  Committee  on  Federal 
Relations  agreed  to  report  a  Convention  Bill. 

17th.  Bill  appropriating  $300,000  to  arm 
the  State,  debated. 

18th.  Senate  passed  above  bill — yeas  41, 
nays  3. 

20th.  Commissioners  from  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  received  and  heard — the  latter, 
J.  Thompson,  by  letter. 

22d.  Senate  Bill  to  arm  the  State  failed  to 
pass  the  House. 

22d.  Adjourned  till  January  7th. 

January  8th,  1861.  Senate  Bill  arming 
the  State  passed  the  House,  yeas  73,  nays  26. 

30th.  Passed  Convention  Bill — election  to 
take  place  February  28th.  No  Secession  Or- 
dinance to  be  valid  without  being  ratified  by 
a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State. 

31st.  Elected  Thos.  L.  Chngman  United 
States  Senator. 

February  13th.  Commissioners  from  Geor- 
gia publicly  received. 

20th.  Mr.  Hoke  elected  Adjutant  General 
of  the  State.     Military  Bill  passed. 

28th.  Election  of  Delegates  to  Convention 
took  place. 

28th.  The  vote  for  a  Convention  was  46,671; 
against  47,333 — majority  against  a  Conven- 
tion 661. 

May  1st.  Extra  session  of  the  Legislature 
met  at  the  call  of  Gov.  Ellis.  The  same  day 
they  passed  a  Convention  Bill,  ordering  the 
election  of  delegates  on  the  13th. 

2d.  Legislature  adjourned. 

13th.  Election  of  delegates  to  the  Conven- 
tion took  place.  ^ 

20th.  Convention  met  at  Raleigh. 

21st.  Ordinance  of  Secession  passed ;  also 
the  "Confederate"  Constitution  ratified. 

June  5th.  Ordinance  passed,  ceded  the 
arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  and  transferred 
magazines,  etc.,  to  the  "Confederate"  Go- 
vernment. 

TENNESSEE. 

January  6th,  1861.  Legislature  met. 

12th.  Passed  Convention  Bill. 

30th.  Commissioners  to  "Washington  ap- 
pointed. 

February  8th.  People  voted  no  Conven- 
tion: 67,360  to  54,156. 

May  1st.  Legislature  passed  a  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  Governor  to  appoint 
Commissioners  to  enter  into  a  military 
league  with  the  aulhoritfes  of  the  "  Confed- 
erate" States. 

7th.  Legislature  in  secret  session  ratified 
the  league  entered  into  by  A.  0.  W.  Totten, 
Gustavus  A.  Henry,  Washington  Barrow, 
Commissioners  for  Tennessee,  and  Henry 
W.  Hilliard,  Commissioner  for  "Confed- 
erate" States,  stipulating  that  Tennessee 
until  she  became  a  member  of  the  Con- 
federacy placed  the  whole  military  force  of 
the  State  under  the  control  of  the  President 
of  the  "  Confederate"  States,  and  turned  over 
to  the  "  Confederate"  States  all  the  public 
property,  naval  stores  and  munitions  of  war. 


Passed  the  Senate,  yeas  14,  nays  6,  absent 
and  not  voting  5  ;  the  House,  yeas  42,  nays 
15,  absent  and  not  voting,  18.*  Also  a  De- 
claration of  Independence  and  Ordinance 
dissolving  the  Federal  relations  between 
Tennessee  and  the  United  States,  and  an  or- 
dinance adopting  and  ratifying  the  Confeder- 
ate Constitution,  these  two  latter  to  be  voted 
on  by  the  people  on  June  8th,  were  passed. 
June  24th.  Gov.  Isham  G.  Harris  declared 
Tennessee  out  of  the  Union,  the  vote  for 
Separation  being  104,019  against  47,238. 

VIRGINIA. 

January  7th,  1861.    Legislature  convened. 

8th.     Anti-coercion  resolution  passed. 

9th.  Resolution  passed,  asking  that  the 
status  quo  be  maintained. 

10th.  The  Governor  transmitted  a  des- 
patch from  the  Mississippi  Convention,  an- 
nouncing its  unconditional  secession  from 
the  Union,  and  desiring  on  the  basis  of  the 
old  Constitution  to  form  a  new  union  with 
the  seceding  States.  The  House  adopted — 
yeas  77,  nays  61, — an  amendment  submit- 
ting to  a  vote  of  the  people  the  question  of 
referring  for  their  decision  any  action  of 
the  Convention  dissolving  Virginia's  con- 
nection with  the  Union,  or  changing  its 
organic  law.  The  Richmond  Enquirer 
denounced  "the  emasculation  of  the  Con- 
vention Bill  as  imperilling  all  that  Virginians 
hold  juost  sacred  and  dear." 

16th.  Commissioners  Hopkins  and  Gil- 
mer of  Alabama  received  in  the  Legislature. 

17th.  Resolutions  passed  proposing  the 
Crittenden  resolutions  as  a  basis  for  adjust- 
ment, and  requesting  General  Government  to 
avoid  collision  with  Southern  States.  Gov. 
Letcher  communicated  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  New  York,  expressing 
the  utmost  disdain,  and  saying  that  "  the 
threat  conveyed  can  inspire  no  terror  in 
freemen."  The  resolutions  were  directed  to 
be  returned  to  the  Governor  of  New  York. 

18th.  $1,000,000  appropriated  for  the 
defence  of  the  State. 

19th.  Passed  resolve  that  if  all  efforts 
to  reconcile  the  differences  of  the  country 


*  The  following  is  the  vote  in  the  Senate  on  the  adoption 
of  the  league: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Horn,  Hunter,  Johnson,  Lane, 
Miunis,  McClellan,  SIcXeilley,  Payne,  Peter«,  Stanton, 
Thompson,  Wood,  and  Speaker  Stuvall.  Nays. — Mes.-rs. 
Boyd,  Bradford,  Hildreth,  Nash,  Richardson  and  Stokes. 
Af/sent  and  not  voting  — Messrs.  Bumpass,  Jlickley,  New- 
man, Stokely,  and  Trimble. 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  the  House  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Baker  of  Perry,  Baker  of  Weakley, 
Bayless,  Bicknell,  Bledsoe,  Cheatham,  Cowden,  Davidson, 
Davis,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Farley,  Farrelly,  Ford,  Frazie, 
Gantt,  Guy,  Havron,  Hart,  Ingram,  Jones,  Kenner, 
WcCabe,  Morphies,  Nail,  HickeU,  Porter,  Richardson, 
Roberts,  Shield,  Smith,  Sewel,  Trevitt,  Vaughn,  Whit- 
nioie,  Woods,  and  Speaker  Whitthorne.  Nats. — Messrs. 
Armstrong,  Brazelton,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Gorman,  Greene, 
Morris,  Norman,  Russell,  Senter,  Strewsbury,  White  of 
Davidson,  Williams  of  Knox,  Wiseuer,  and  Woodard. 
Absent  and  not  voting — Messrs.  Barksdale,  Beaty,  Ben- 
nett, Britton,  Critz,  Doak,  East,  Gillespie,  Harris,  Hebb, 
Johnson,  Kincaid  of  Anderson,  Kincaid  of  Claiborne, 
Trewhitt,  White  of  Dickson,  Williams  of  Franklin,  Wil- 
I'.ans  of  Hickman,  and  Williamsou. 
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fail,  every  consideration  of  honor  and  in- 
terest demands  that  Virginia  shall  unite  her 
destinies  with  her  sister  slaveholding  States. 
Also  that  no  reconstruction  of  the  Union 
can  be  permanent  or  satisfactory,  which  will 
not  secure  to  each  section  self-protecting 
power  against  any  invasion  of  the  Federal 
Union  upon  the  reserved  rights  of  either. 
(See  Hunter's  proposition   of  adjustment.) 

21st.  Replied  to  Commissioners  Hopkins 
and  Gilmer,  expressing  inability  to  make  a 
definite  response  until  after  the  meeting  of 
the  State  Convention. 

22d.  The  Governor  transmitted  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  with 
unfavorable  comment.  His  message  was 
tabled  by  a  small  majority. 

30th.  The  House  of  Delegates  to-day 
tabled  the  resolutions  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  but  referred  those  of  Tennessee 
to  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

February  20th.  The  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan  were  returned  with- 
out comment. 

28th.  Ex-President  Tyler  and  James  A. 
Seddon,  Commissioners  to  the  Peace  Con- 
gress, presented  their  report,  and  denounced 
the  recommendation  of  that  body  as  a  de- 
lusion and  a  sham,  and  as  an  insult  and  an 
oft'ense  to  the  South. 


Proceedings  of  Virginia  Convention. 

Fel)ruary  4th.  Election  of  delegates  to 
the  Convention. 

13th.     Convention  met. 

14th.  Credentials  of  John  S.  Preston, 
Commissioner  from  South  Carolina,  Fulton 
Anderson  from  Mississippi,  and  Henry  L. 
Benning  from  Georgia,  were  received. 

18th.  Commissioners  from  Mississippi 
and  Georgia  heard ;  both  pictured  the  dan- 
ger of  Virginia  remaining  with  the  North ; 
neither  contemplated  such  an  event  as  re- 
union. 

19th.  The  Commissioner  from  South 
Carolina  was  heard.  He  said  his  people 
believed  the  Union  unnatural  and  monstrous, 
and  declared  that  there  was  no  human  force 
— no  sanctity  of  human  touch, — that  could 
re-unite  the  people  of  the  North  with  the 
people  of  the  South — that  it  could  never  be 
done  unless  the  economy  of  God  were 
changed. 

20th.  A  committee  reported  that  in  all 
but  sixteen  counties,  the  majority  for  sub- 
mitting the  action  of  the  Convention  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  was  52,857.  Nmuerous 
resolutions  on  Federal  Relations  introduced, 
generally  expressing  attachment  to  the 
Union,  but  denouncing  coercion. 

26tli.  Mr.  Goggin  of  Bedford,  in  his 
speech,  denied  the  right  of  secession,  but 
admitted  a  revolutionary  remedy  for  wrongs 
committed  upon  a  State  or  section,  and  said 
wherever  Virginia  went  he  was  with  her. 

March  2d.  Mr.  Goode  of  Bedford  offered 
a  resolution  that,  as  the  powers  delegated 
to  the  General  Government  bv  Virginia  had 


been  perverted  to  her  injury,  and  as  the 
Crittenden  propositions  as  a  basis  of  adjust- 
ment had  been  rejected  by  their  Northern 
confederates,  therefore  every  consideration 
of  duty,  interest,  honor  and  patriotism  re- 
quires that  Virginia  should  declare  her  con- 
nection with  the  Government  to  be  dissolved. 

5th.  The  thanks  of  the  State  were  voted 
to  Hon.  John  J.  Crittenden,  by  yeas  107, 
nays  16,  for  his  efforts  to  bring  about  an 
honorable  adjustment  of  the  national  dilB- 
culties.  Mr.  Harvie  of  Amelia  oSered  a 
resolution,  requesting  Legislature  to  make 
needful  appropriations  to  resist  any  attempt 
of  the  Federal  authorities  to  hold,  occupy 
or  possess  the  property  and  places  claimed 
by  the  United  States  in  any  of  the  seceded 
States,  or  those  that  may  withdraw  or  col- 
lect duties  or  imposts  in  the  same. 

9th.  Three  reports  were  made  from  the 
Committee  on  Federal  Relations.  The  ma- 
jority proposed  to  submit  to  the  other  States 
certain  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
awaiting  the  response  of  non-slaveholding 
States  before  determining  whether  "  she  will 
resume  the  powers  granted  by  her  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  throw 
herself  upon  her  reserved  rights  ;  meanwhile 
insisting  that  no  coercion  be  attempted,  the 
Federal  forts  in  seceded  States  be  not  re- 
inforced, duties  be  not  collected,  etc.,"  and 
proposing  a  Convention  at  Frankfort,  Ken- 
tucky, the  last  Monday  in  May,  of  the  States 
of  Delaware,  Maryland,  North  Carolina, 
Teimessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri  and  Arkan- 
sas. Henry  A.  "V^ise  differed  in  details,  and 
went  further  in  the  same  direction.  Messrs. 
Lewis  B.  Harvie,  Robert  L.  Montague  and 
Samuel  C.  Williams  recommended  the  uii- 
mediate  passage  of  an  Ordinance  of  Secession. 
Mr.  Barbour  of  Culpeper  insisted  upon  the 
immediate  adoption  by  the  non-slaveholding 
States  of  needed  guarantees  of  safety,  and 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  three  Com- 
missioners to  confer  with  the  Confederate 
authorities  at  Montgomery. 

19th.  Committee  on  Federal  Relations 
leported  proposed  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  were  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Franklin  of  Pa,  in  "Peace  Conference," 
changed  by  using  the  expression  "involun- 
tary servitude"  in  place  of  "persons  held  to 
service."  The  right  of  owners  of  slaves  is 
not  to  be  impaired  by  congressional  or  ter- 
ritorial law,  or  any  pre-existing  law  in  terri- 
tory hereafter  acquired. 

Involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime, 
to  be  prohibited  north  of  36°  30',  but  shall 
not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  or  any  Terri- 
torial legislature  south  of  that  line.  The 
third  section  has  some  verbal  alterations, 
providing  somewhat  better  security  for 
property  in  transit.  The  fifth  section  pro- 
hibits the  importation  of  slaves  from  places 
beyond  the  hmits  of  the  United  States.  The 
sixth  makes  some  verbal  changes  in  relation 
to  remuneration  for  fugitives  by  Congress 
and  erases  the  clause  relative  to  the  securing 
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of  privileges  and  immunities.  The  seventh 
forbids  the  granting  of  the  elective  franchise 
and  right  to  hold  office  to  persons  of  the 
African  race.  The  eighth  provides  that 
none  of  these  amendments,  nor  the  third 
paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the  third 
paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  thereof,  shall  be  amended  or  abolished 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

25th.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  re- 
fused (yeas  4,  nays  116)  to  strike  out  the 
majority  report  and  insert  Mr.  CarUle's 
"  Peace  Conference"  substitute. 

2Gth.  The  Constitution  of  the  "  Confede- 
rate" States,  proposed  by  Mr.  Hall  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  report  of  the  committee,  re- 
jected— yeas  9,  nays  78, 

28th.  The  first  and  second  resolutions 
reported  by  the  committee  adopted. 

April  Gth.  The  ninth  resolution  of  the  ma- 
jority report  came  up.  Mr.  Bouldin  ofi"ered 
an  amendment  striking  out  the  M'hole,  and 
inserting  a  substitute  declaring  that  the  in- 
dependence of  the  seceded  States  should  be 
acknowledged  without  delay,  which  was  lost 
— yeas  68,  nays  71. 

9th.  Mr.  Wise's  substitute  for  the  tenth 
resolution,  to  the  effect  that  Virginia  recog- 
nizes the  independence  of  the  seceding 
States,  was  adopted — yeas  128,  nays  20. 

April  17.  Ordinance  of  Secession  passed 
in  secret  session— yeas  88,  nays  55,  one  ex- 
cused, and  eight  not  voting.* 


*  The  injunction  of  secrecy  has  never  been  removed 
fri'ra  this  vote,  but  the  tally  was  recently  discovered 
ainiiig  the  papers  of  Lewis  T.  Kinser,  Esq.,  deceased, 
former  law  partner  of  George  W.  Brent,  delegate  from 
Alexandria,  Va.,  and  Is  as  follows,  as  published  in  the 
Washington  Star  : 

Yeas. — Wm.  M.  Ambler,  Wm.  B.  Aston,  Jas.  Barbour, 
Angus  R.  Blakey,  George  Blow,  Jr.,  James  Boisseau, 
Peter  B.  Boost,  Wood  Bouldin,  Wm.  W.  Boyd,  Thomas 
Branch,  James  C.  Bruce,  Fred.  M.  Cabell,  John  A.  Camp- 
bell, Allen  T.  Caperton,  William  P.  Cicil,  John  R.  Cham- 
bliss,  Manilns  Chapman,  Sam'l  A.  Coffman,  Raphael  M. 
Conn,  James  H.  Cox,  Richard  H.  Cox,  John  Crither, 
Harvy  Deskins,  James  B.  Dorman,  John  Echols,  Miers 
W.  Fisher,  Thos.  S.  Flournoy,  Wm.  W.  Forbes,  Napoleon 
B.  French,  Sam'l  M.  Garland,  H.  L.  Gillespie,  Sam'l  L. 
Graham,  Feudall  Gregory,  Jr.,  Wm.  L.  Go??in,  John 
Goode,  Jr.,  Thos.  F.  Goode,  F.  L.  Hale,  Cyrus  Hall,  L.  S. 
Hall,  Lewis  E.  Harvie,  James  P.  Holcombe,  John  N. 
Hugiies,  EppaHunton,  Lewis  D.  Ishell,  Marmaduke  John- 
son, Peter  C.  Johnston,  Robert  C.  Kent,  John  J.  Kindred, 
James  Lawson,  Walter  D.  Leake,  Wm.  H.  McFarlaud, 
Charles  K.  Mallory,  Jas.  B.  Mallory,  John  L.  Mayre,  Sr., 
Fleming  B.  Miller,  Horatio  G.  Moffett,  Robert  L.  Mon- 
tague, Edward  T.  Morris,  Jeremiah  Morton.  William  J. 
Neblett,  Johnson  Orrick,  Wm.  C.  Parks,  Wm.  Ballard 
Preston,  George  W.  Raodolph,  George  W.  Richardson, 
Timothy  Rives,  Robert  E.  Scott,  William  C.  Scott,  John 
T.  Seawell,  James  W.  SheflFey,  Charles  R.  Slaughter, 
Valentine  W.  Southall,  John  M.  Speed,  Sam'l  G..  Staples, 
James  M.  Strange,  Wm.  T.  Sutherlin,  George  P.  Tayloe, 
John  T.  Thornton,  Wm  M.  Treadway,  Robert  H.  Turner, 
Frankliu  P.  Turner,  Johu  Tyler,  Edward  Waller,  Robert 
H.  Whitfield,  Sam'l  C.  Williams,  Henry  A.  Wise,  Sam'l 
Woods,  Beujamin  F.  Wysor— SS. 

Nays. — Edward  M.  Armstrong,  John  B.  Baldwin,  Geo. 
Baylor,  Geo.  W.  Berlin,  Caleb  Boggess,  Geo.  W.  Brent, 
Wm.  G.  Brown,  John  S.  Burdett,  James  Barley,  Benj.  W. 
Byrne,  Johu  S.  Carlile,  John  A.  Carter,  Sherrard  Clem- 
ens, C.  B.  Conrad,  Robert  T.  Conrad,  James  H.  Couch, 
W.  H.  B.  Custis,  Marshal  M.  Dent,  Wm.  H.  Dulany,  Jubal 
A.  Earley,  Colbert  C.  Fugate,  Peyton  Gravely,  Algernon 
S.  Grav,  Ephraim  B.  Hall,  Allen  C.  Hammond,  Alpheus 
F.  Haymond,  James  W.  Hodge,  J.  G.  HoUaday,  Chester 
D.  Hubbard,  George  W.  Hall,  John  J.  Jackson,  John  F. 


Same  day  the  Commissioners  adopted  and 
ratified  the  Constitution  of  the  Provisional 
Government  of  the  "  Confederate"  States  of 
America,  this  ordinance  to  cease  to  have 
legal  effect  if  the  people  of  Virginia  voting 
upon  the  Ordinance  of  Secession  should  re- 
ject it.* 


Lewis,  Wm.  McComas,  James  C.  McGrew,  James  Mar- 
shall, Henry  M.  Masters,  Samuel  McD.  Moore,  Hugh  M. 
Nelson,  Logan  Osburn,  Spicer  Patrick,  Edmund  Pendle- 
ton, George  McC.  Porter,  Samuel  Price,  David  Pugh,  John 
D.  Sharp,  Thomas  Sitlingtou,  Burwell  Spurloch,  Alex- 
ander H.  H.  Stuart,  Chapman  J.  Stuart,  Geo.  W.  Sum- 
mers, Campbell  Tarr,  William  White,  William  C.  Wick- 
bara,  W^aitman  T.  Willey,  Johu  Janney  (President) — 55. 

Excused — Benjamin  Wilson. 

The  following  members  appeai  not  to  have  been  pres- 
ent, as  there  is  no  tally  opposite  their  names-  in  the  list 
from  which  we  quote  : 

Alfred  Barbour,  Robert  E.  Grant,  Addison  Hale,  John  R. 
Kilby,  Paul  McNeil,  John  Q.  Marr,  Thomas  Martin,  Peter 
Saunders,  Sen. 

*Pending  the  vote  on  ratifying  the  Ordinance  of  Seces- 
sion, senator  J.  M.  Mason  published  the  following  letter: 

Winchester,  Virginia,  May  Itj,  1861. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Winchester  Virginian: 

The  question  has  been  frequently  put  to  roe.  what  po- 
sition will  Virginia  occupy  sliould  the  Ordinance  of  Se- 
cession be  rejected  by  the  people  at  the  approaching 
election?  And  the  frequency  of  the  question  may  be  an 
excuse  for  giving  publicity  to  the  answer. 

The  Ordinance  of  Secession  withdrew  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia from  the  Union,  with  all  the  consequences  resulting 
from  the  separation.  It  aunuUed  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  limits  of  this 
State,  and  absolved  the  citizens  of  Virginia  from  all  obli- 
gations of  obedience  to  them. 

Hence  it  follows,  if  this  Ordinance  be  rejected  by  the 
people,  the  State  of  Virginia  will  remain  in  the  Union, 
and  the  people  of  the  State  will  remain  bound  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  obedience  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  laws  of  the  United  States  will  be  fully  and 
rightfully  enforced  against  them. 

It  follows,  of  course,  that  iu  the  war  now  carried  on  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  against  the  seceded 
States,  Virginia  must  immediately  change  sides,  and 
under  the  orders  of  that  Government  turn  her  arms 
against  her  southern  sisters. 

From  this  there  can  be  no  escape.  As  a  member  of  the 
Union,  all  her  resources  of  men  and  money  will  be  at 
once  at  the  command  of  the  Government  of  the  Union. 

Again  :  for  mutual  defence,  immediately  after  the  Ordi- 
nance of  Secession  passed,  a  treaty  or  "military  league" 
was  formed  by  the  convention,  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  Virginia,  with  the  "Confederate  States"  of  the  South, 
by  which  the  latter  were  bound  to  march  to  the  aid  of 
our  State  against  the  invasion  of  the  Federal  Government. 
And  we  have  now  in  Virginia,  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  at 
Norfolk,  in  face  of  the  common  foe,  several  thousand  of 
the  gallant  sons  of  South  Carolina,  of  Alabama,  of  Lou- 
isiana, Georgia,  and  Mississippi,  who  hastened  to  fulfil 
the  covenant  they  made,  and  are  ready  and  eager  to  lay 
down  their  lives,  side  by  side  with  our  sons,  in  defence 
of  the  soil  of  Virginia. 

If  the  Ordinance  of  Secession  is  rejected,  not  only  will 
this  "  military  league"  be  annulled,  but  it  will  have  been 
made  a  trap  to  inveigle  our  generous  defenders  into  the 
hands  of  their  enemies. 

Virginia  remaining  in  the  Union,  duty  and  loyalty  to 
her  obligations  to  the  Union  will  require  that  those  south- 
ern forces  shall  not  be  permitted  to  leave  the  State,  but 
shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  government  of  the  Union  ; 
and  those  who  refuse  to  do  so  will  be  guilty  of  treason, 
and  be  justly  dealt  with  as  traitors. 

Treason  against  the  United  States  consists  as  well  "in 
adhering  to  its  enemies  and  giving  them  aid,"  as  in 
levying  war. 

If  it  he  asked.  What  are  those  to  do  who  in  their  con- 
sciences cannot  vote  to  separate  Virginia  from  the  United 
States?  the  answer  is  simple  and  plain.  Honor  and  duty 
alike  require  that  they  should  not  vote  on  the  question  ; 
and  if  they  retain  such  opinions,  they  must  leave  the 
State. 

None  can  doubt  or  question  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
written,  and  none  can  vote  against  the  Ordinance  of  Se- 
cessioQ  who  do  not  thereby  (whether  ignoraiitly  or  other- 
wise) vote  to  place  himself  and  his  State  in  the  position  I 
have  indicated.  J-  M.  Mason. 
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25th.  A  Convention  was  made  between 
Commissioners  of  Virginia,  chosen  by  the 
'  Convention,  and  A.  H.  Stephens,  Commis- 
sioner for  "Confederates,"  stipulating  that 
Virginia  xmtil  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Confederacy  should  place  her  military  force 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
"  Confederate"  States ;  also  turn  over  to  "  Con- 
federate" States  all  her  public  property,  naval 
stores,  and  munitions  of  war.  Signed  by 
J.  Tyler,  W.  B.  Preston,  S.  McD.  Moore, 
Jas.  P.  Holcombe,  Jas.  C.  Bruce,  Lewis  E. 
Harvie — for  Virginia;  and  A.H.Stephens 
for  "  Confederate"  States. 

June  25th.  Secession  vote  announced  as 
128,884  for,  and  32,134  against. 

July.  The  Convention  passed  an  ordinance 
to  the  effect,  that  any  citizen  of  Virginia 
holding  office  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  after  the  31st  of  July,  1861, 
should  be  forever  banished  from  the  State, 
and  be  declared  an  alien  enemy.  Also  that  any 
citizen  of  Virginia,  hereafter  undertaking  to 
represent  the  State  of  Virginia  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  should  in  addition 
to  the  above  penalties  be  considered  guilty 
of  treason  and  his  property  be  hable  to  con- 
fiscation. A  provision  was  inserted  ex- 
empting from  the  penalties  of  the  act  all 
officers  of  the  United  States  outside  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  Confederate  States, 
until  after  July  1st,  1862. 

KENTUCKY. 

December  12th,  1860.  Indiana  mihtia  ofifer 
their  services  to  quell  servile  insurrection. 
Gov.  Magoffin  decUnes  accepting  them. 

January  17th,  1861.  Legislature  convened. 

22d.  The  House  by  a  vote  of  87  to  6  re- 
solved to  resist  the  invasion  of  the  South  at 
all  hazards. 

27th.  Legislature  adopted  the  Virginia 
resolutions  requiring  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  protect  Slavery  in  the  Territories 
and  to  guarantee  the  right  of  transit  of  slaves 
through  the  Free  States. 

February  2d.  The  Senate  passed  by  a  vote 
of  25  to  11,  resolutions  appealing  to  the 
Southern  States  to  stop  the  revolution, 
protesting  against  Federal  coercion  and  pro- 
viding that  the  Legislature  reassemble  on 
the  24th  of  April  to  hear  the  responses  from 
sister  States,  also  in  favor  of  making  an  ap- 
plication to  call  a  National  Convention  for 
proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  also  by  a  vote  of  25  to 
14  declared  it  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  call 
a  State  Convention. 

5th.  The  House  by  a  vote  of  54  to  40 
passed  the  above  resolutions. 

March  22d.  State  Rights  Convention  as- 
sembled. Adopted  resokitions  denouncing 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  collect  revenue  as  coercion  ;  and  affirming 
that,  in  case  of  any  such  attempt,  the 
border  States  should  make  common  cause 
witli  the  Southern  Confederacy.  They  also 
recommended  a  border  State  Convention. 


April  24th.  Gov.  Magoffin  called  an  extra 
session  of  the  Legislature. 

May  20th.  Gov.  Magoffin  issued  a  neu- 
trality proclamation. 

September  11th.  The  House  of  Eepresen- 
tatives  by  a  vote  of  71  to  26,  adopted  a  re- 
solution directing  the  Governor  to  issue 
a  proclamation  ordering  the  Confederate 
troops  to  evacuate  Kentucky  soil.  The 
Governor  vetoed  the  resolution,  which 
was  afterwards  passed  over  his  veto,  and 
accordingly  he  issued  the  required  procla- 
mation. 

October  29th.  Southern  Conference  met  at 
Russellville.  H.  C.  Burnett  elected  Chair- 
man, R.  McKee  Secretary,  T.  S.  Bryan 
Assistant  Secretary.  Remained  in  secret 
session  two  days  and  then  adjourned  sitie 
die.  A  series  of  resolutions  reported  by 
G.  W.  Johnson  were  adopted.  They  recite 
the  unconstitutional  and  oppressive  acts  of 
the  Legislature,  proclaim  revolution,  provide 
for  a  Sovereignty  Convention  at  Russell- 
ville, on  the  18th  of  November,  recommend 
the  organization  of  county  guards,  to  be 
placed  in  the  service  of  and  paid  by  the 
Confederate  States  Government;  pledge  re- 
sistance to  all  Federal  and  State  taxes,  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  appoint  Robert  McKee, 
John  C.  Breckinridge,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, Geo.  W.  Ewing,  H.  W.  Bruce,  Geo. 
B.  Hodge,  Wm.  Preston,  Geo.  W.  Johnson, 
Blanton  Duncan,  and  P.  B.  Thompson  to 
carry  out  the  resolutions. 

November  18th.  Convention  met  and  re- 
mained in  session  three  days. 

20th.  It  passed  a  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence and  an  Ordinance  of  Secession. 
A  Provisional  Government  consisting  of  a 
Governor,  Legislative  Council  of  ten,  a 
Treasurer,  and  an  Auditor  were  agreed 
upon.  Geo.  "W.  Johnson  was  chosen  Gov- 
ernor. Legislative  Council  were  :  Willie  B. 
Machen,  John  W.  Crockett,  James  P.  Bates, 
Jas.  S.  Chrisman,  Phil.  B.  Thompson,  J. 
P.  Burnside,  H.  W.  Bruce,  J.  W.  Moore, 
E.  M.  Bruce,  Geo.  B.  Hodge. 

MARYLAND. 

November  27th,  1860.  Gov.  Hicks  de- 
clined  to  call  a  special  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, in  response  to  a  request  for  such 
convening  from  Thomas  G.  Pratt,  Sprigg 
Harwood,  J.  R.  Franklin,  N.  H.  Green, 
Llewellyn  Boyle,  and  J.  Pinkney. 

December  19th.  Gov.  Hicks  replied  to  A. 
H.  Handy,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi, 
decHning  to  accept  the  programme  of  Seces- 
sion. 

20th.  Wm.  H.  Collins,  Esq.,  of  Baltimore, 
issued  an  address  to  the  people,  in  favor  of 
the  Union,  and  in  March  a  second  address. 

31st.  The  "  Clipper"  denied  the  existence 
of  an  organization  in  Maryland  to  prevent 
the  inauguration  of  President  Lincoln. 

A.  H.  Handy  of  Mississippi  addressed 
citizens  of  Baltimore  in  favor  of  disunion. 


SECESSION"   MOVEMENT   DEVELOPED. 


9 


January  3d,  1861.  Henry  "Winter  Davis 
issued  an  address  in  favor  of  the  Union. 

3d.  Numerous  Union  meetings  in  various 
parts  of  the  State.  Gov.  Hicks  issued  an 
address  to  the  people  against  secession. 

11th.  John  C.  Legrand  in  a  letter  to  Hon. 
Reverdy  Johnson  replied  to  the  Union  speech 
of  the  latter. 

14th.  James  Carroll,  former  Democratic 
candidate  for  Governor,  announced  his  desire 
to  go  with  the  seceding  States. 

16th.  Wm.  A.  Spencer,  in  letter  to  Wal- 
ter S.  Cox,  Esq.,  declared  against  the  right 
of  Secession  but  for  a  Convention. 

16th.  Marshal  Kane,  in  a  letter  to  Mayor 
Berrett,  denied  that  any  organization  exists 
to  prevent  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln,  and  said  that  the  President  elect 
would  need  no  ai-med  escort  in  passing 
through  or  sojourning  within  the  limits  of 
Baltimore  and  Maryland. 

24th.  Coleman  Yellott  declared  for  a 
Convention 

30th.  Messrs.  John  B.  Brooke,  President 
of  the  Senate,  and  E.  G.  Kilbourn,  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Delegates,  asked  the 
Governor  to  convene  the  Legislature  in  re- 
sponse to  public  meetings.  Senator  Ken- 
nedy published  his  opinion  that  Maryland 
must  go  with  Virginia. 

February  18th.  State  Conference  Conven- 
tion held,  and  insisted  upon  a  meeting  of  the 
Legislature.  At  a  meeting  in  Howard  Co., 
which  Speaker  E.  G.  Kilbourn  addressed,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  that  "  immediate 
steps  ought  to  be  taken  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Southern  Confederacy,  by  consultation 
and  co-operation  with  such  other  Southern 
and  Slave  States  as  may  be  ready  th^efor." 

April  21st.  Gov.  Hicks  wrote  to  Gen. 
Butler,  advising  that  he  do  not  land  his 
troops  at  Annapolis.  Butler  replied  that  he 
intended  to  land  there  and  march  thence  to 
Washington.  Gov.  Hicks  protested  against 
this  and  also  against  his  having  taken  forci- 
ble possession  of  the  AnnapoUs  and  Elkridge 
railroad. 

24th.  A  special  election  of  ten  delegates 
to  the  Legislature  took  place  at  Baltimore. 
The  total  vote  cast  in  all  the  wards  was 
9,249.  The  total  vote  cast  at  the  Presiden- 
tial election  in  November,  1860,  was  30,148. 

26th.  Legislature  reassembled  at  Fred- 
erick, Annapolis  being  occupied  by  Union 
troops. 

29th.  Gov.  Hicks  sent  a  message  to 
the  Legislature  communicating  to  them  the 
correspondence  between  himself  and  Gen. 
Butler  and  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 
the  landing  of  troops  at  Annapolis. 

The  House  of  Delegates  voted  against 
Secession,  53  to  13.     Senate  unanimously. 

May  2d.  The  Committee  on  Federal  Re- 
lations, "  in  view  of  the  seizure  of  the 
railroads  by  the  General  Government  and 
the  erection  of  fortifications,"  presented 
resolutions  appointing  Commissioners  to  the 
President  to  ascertain  whether  any  becoming 


arrangements  with  the  General  Government 
are  practicable,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
peace  and  honor  of  the  State  and  the 
security  of  its  inhabitants.  The  report  was 
adopted,  and  Otho  Scott,  Robt.  M.  McLane, 
and  Wm.  J.  Ross  were  appointed  such  Com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  Yellott  in  the  Senate  introduced  a 
bill  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Public  Safety. 
The  powers  given  to  the  Board  included  the 
expenditure  of  the  two  millions  of  dollars 
proposed  by  Mr.  Brune  for  the  defence  of 
the  State,  and  the  entire  control  of  the  mili- 
tary, including  the  removal  and  appointment 
of  commissioned  officers.  It  was  ordered  to 
a  second  reading  by  a  vote  of  14  to  8.  The 
Board  was  to  consist  of  Ezekiel  F.  Chambers, 
Enoch  Louis  Lowe,  John  V.  L.  MacMahon, 
Thomas  G.  Pratt,  Walter  Mitchell,  and 
Thomas  Winans.  Gov.  Hicks  was  made 
ex-o-fficw  a  member  of  the  Board.  This 
measure  was  strongly  pressed  by  the  Dis- 
unionists  for  a  long  time,  but  they  were 
finally  compelled  to  give  way,  and  the  bill 
never  passed. 

6th.  The  Commissioners  reported  the 
result  of  their  interview  with  the  Presi- 
dent, and  expressed  the  opinion  that  some 
modification  of  the  course  of  the  General 
Governmeat  towards  Maryland  ought  to  be 
expected. 

10th.  The  House  of  Delegates  passed  a 
series  of  resolutions  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Federal  Relations  by  a  vote  of  45 
to  12.  The  resolutions  declare  that  Mary- 
land protests  against  the  war,  and  does 
earnestly  beseech  and  implore  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  make  peace  with  the 
"  Confederate"  States;  also,  that  "the  State 
of  Maryland  desires  the  peaceful  and  im- 
mediate recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  Confederate  States."  Those  who  voted 
in  tlie  negative  are  Messrs.  Medders,  Law- 
son,  Keene,  Routzahn,  Naill,  Wilson  of  Har- 
ford, Bayless,  McCoy,  Fiery,  Stake,  McCleary, 
and  Gorsuch. 

13th.  Both  Houses  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion providing  for  a  committee  of  eight 
members,  (four  from  each  House)  to  visit 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
The  committee  to  visit  President  Davis  were 
instructed  to  convey  the  assurance  that 
Maryland  sjonpathizes  with  the  Confederate 
States,  and  that  the  people  of  Maryland  are 
enhsted  with  their  whole  hearts  on  the  side 
of  reconciliation  and  peace. 

June  11th.  Messrs.  McKaig,  Yellott  and 
Harding,  Commissioners  to  visit  President 
Davis,  presented  their  report ;  accompanying 
which  is  a  letter  from  Jefferson  Davis,  ex- 
pressing his  gratification  to  hear  that  the 
State  of  Maryland  was  in  spnpathy  with 
themselves,  was  enlisted  on  the  side  of  peace 
and  reconciliation,  and  avowing  his  perfect 
willingness  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  a 
readiness  to  receive  any  proposition  for  peace 
from  the  United  States  Government. 
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20tli.  The  House  of  Delegates,  and 
June  22d,  the  Senate  adopted  resolutions 
unqualifiedly  protesting  against  the  arrest 
of  Ross  Winans  and  sundry  other  citizens 
of  Maryland,  as  an  "  oppressive  and  tyran- 
nical assertion  and  exercise  of  military  juris- 
diction within  the  limits  of  Maryland,  over 
the  persons  and  property  of  her  citizens,  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States." 

MISSOURI. 

Jahuaryl5th,1861 .  Senate  passed  Conven- 
tion Bill--yeas  31,  nays  2.  Passed  House  also. 

February  28th.  Convention  met ;  motion 
to  go  into  secret  session,  defeated.  A  reso- 
lution requiring  members  to  take  an  oath 
to  support  the  Cdnstitiition  of  the  United 
States  and  the  State  oF  Missouri,  was  lost — 
65  against  30. 

March  4th.  Resolution  passed,  64  yeas, 
3.5  nays,  appointing  committee  to  notify  Mr. 
Glenn,  Commissioner  of  Georgia,  that  the 
Convention  was  ready  to  hear  any  com- 
munication from  his  State.  Mr.  Glenn  was 
introduced,  read  Georgia's  articles  of  se- 
cession, and  made  a  speech  urging  Missouri 
to  join  her. 

5th.  Resolutions  were  read,  ordering  that 
the  protest  of  St.  Louis  against  coercion  be 
reduced  to  writing,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States ;  also,  reso- 
lutions were  adopted  informing  Commis- 
sioner from  Georgia  that  Missouri  dissented 
from  the  position  taken  by  that  State,  and 
refused  to  share  the  honors  of  secession  with 
her. 

6th.  Resolutions  were  offered  by  several 
members  and  referred,  calling  a  Convention 
of  the  Southern  States  which  have  not  se- 
ceded, to  meet  at  Nashville,  April  15th, 
providing  for  such  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  as  shall  secure 
to  all  the  States  equal  rights  in  the  Union, 
{ind  declaring  strongly  against  secession. 

9th.  The  Committee  on  Federal  Rela- 
tions reported  a  series  of  resolutions,  set- 
ting forth  that  at  present  there  is  no  ade- 
quate cause  to  impel  Missouri  to  leave 
the  Union,  but  that  on  the  contrary  she 
will  labor  for  such  an  adjustment  of  ex- 
isting troubles  as  will  secure  peace  and  the 
rights  and  equality  of  all  the  States ;  that 
the  people  of  Missouri  regard  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  proposed  by  Mr. 
Crittenden,  with  their  extension  to  territory 
hereafter  to  be  acquired,  a  basis  of  adjust- 
ment which  would  forever  remove  all  diffi- 
culties ;  and  that  it  is  expedient  for  the 
Legislature  to  call  a  Convention  for  propo- 
shig  amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

The  Senate  passed  resolutions  that  their 
Senators  be  instructed,  and  their  Repre- 
sentatives requested,  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  all  acts  granting  supplies  of  men 
and  money  to  coerce  the  seceding  States 
into  submission  or  subjugation;  and  that, 
should  such  acts  be  passed  by  Congress, 
their  Senators  be  instructed,  and  their  Repre- 


sentatives requested,  to  retire  from  the  halls 
of  Congress. 

16th.  An  amendment  to  the  fifth  resolu- 
tion of  the  majority  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Federal  Relations,  asserting  that  Missouri 
would  never  countenance  nor  aid  a  seceding 
State  in  making  war  upon  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, nor  provide  men  and  money  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  coerce  a  seceding  State,  was  voted 
down. 

27th.  The  following  resolution  was  passed 
by  a  vote  in  the  House  of  62  against  42  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the 
General  Assemljly  to  take  any  steps  for  call- 
ing a  National  Convention  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  as  recommended 
by  the  State  Convention. 

July  2 2d.  The  Convention  reassembled. 

23d.  Resolution  passed,  by  a  vote  of  65  to 
21,  declaring  the  office  of  President,  held  by 
General  Sterling  Price  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Convention,  vacant.  A  committee  of 
seven  were  appointed  to  report  what  action 
they  deem  it  advisa))le  to  take  in  the  dislo- 
cated condition  of  the  State. 

25th.  The  committee  presented  their  re- 
port. It  alludes  at  length  to  the  present 
unparalleled  condition  of  things,  the  reck- 
less course  of  the  recent  Government,  and 
flight  of  the  Governor  and  other  State 
officers  from  the  capital.  It  declares  the 
offices  of  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
and  Secretary  of  State  vacant,  and  provides 
that  their  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by  the 
Convention,  the  officers  so  appointed  to  hold 
their  positions  till  August,  1862,  at  which 
time  it  provides  for  a  special  election  by  the 
people.  It  repeals  the  ninth  section  of  the 
sixth  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  pro- 
vides that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State 
shall  consist  of  seven  members ;  and  that 
four  members,  in  addition  to  the  three  now 
comprising  the  Court,  shall  be  appointed'by 
the  Governor  chosen  by  this  Convention  to 
hold  office  till  1862,  when  the  people  shall 
decide  whether  the  change  shall  be  perma^ 
nent.  It  abolishes  the  State  Legislature, 
and  ordains  that  in  case,  before  the  1st  of 
August,  1862,  the  Governor  chosen  by  this 
Convention  shall  consider  that  the  public 
exigencies  demand,  he  shall  order  a  special 
election  for  members  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. It  recommends  the  passage  of  an 
ordinance  repealing  tj^e  following  bills, 
passed  by  the  Legislature  in  secret  session, 
in  May  last :  The  military  fund  bill,  the  bill 
to  suspend  the  distribution  of  the  school 
fund,  and  the  bill  for  cultivating  friendly 
relations  with  the  Indian  tribes.  It  repeals 
the  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  one 
major-general  of  the  Missouri  militia,  and 
revives  the  militia  law  of  1859. 

A  resolution  was  passed  that  a  committee 
of  seven  be  appointed  by  the  President  to 
prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Missouri. 

November  26th.  Jefferson  Davis  transmit- 
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ted  to  the  "  Confederate"  Congress  a  message 
concerning  the  secession  of  Missouri.  It  was 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Governor 
Jackson,  and  also  by  an  act  dissolving  the 
union  with  the  United  States,  and  an 
act  ratifying  the  Constitution  of  the  Provi- 
sional Government  of  the  Confederate 
States ;  also,  the  Convention  between  the 
Commissioners  of  Missouri  and  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Confederate  Stales.  Con- 
gress unanimously  ratified  the  Convention 
entered  into  between  the  Hon.  R.  M.  T. 
^Tunter  for  the  rebel  Govermnent  "and  the 
^t  jiBmissioners  for  Missouri. 


Inter-State  Commissioners. 

The  seceding  States,  as  part  of  their  plan 
of  operation,  appointed  Commissioners  to 
visit  other  slaveholding  States.  They  were 
as  follows,  as  announced  in  the  newspapers  : 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
To  Alabama,  A.  P.  Calhoun. 
To  Georgia,  James  L.  Orr,  Ex-M.C. 
To  Florida,  L.  W.  Spratt. 
To  Mississippi,  M.  L.  Bonham,  Ex-M.  C. 
To  Louisiana,  J.  L.  Manning. 
To  Arkansas,  A.  C.  Spain. 
To  Texas,  J.  B.  Kershaw. 
To  Virginia,  John  S.  Preston. 

ALABAMA. 

To  North  Carolina,  Isham  W.  Garrett. 
To  Mississippi,  E.  W.  Pettus. 
To  South  Carolina,  J.  A.  Elmore. 
To  Maryland,  A.  F.  Hopkins. 
To  Virginia,  Frank  Gilmer. 
To  Tennessee,  L.  Pope  Walker. 
To  Kentucky,  Stephen  F.  Hale. 
To  Arkansas,  John  Anthony  Winston. 

GEORGIA. 
To  Missouri,  Luther  J.  Glenn. 
To  Virginia,  Henry  L.  Benning. 


MISSISSIPPL 
South  Carolina,  C.  E.  Hooker. 
Alabama,  Jos.  W.  Matthews,  Ex-Gov. 
Georgia,  William  L.  Harris. 
Louisiana,  Wirt  Adams. 
Texas,  H.  H.  Miller. 
Arkansas,  George  R.  Fall. 
Florida,  E.  M.  Yerger. 
Tennessee,  T.  J.  Wharton,  Att'y-Gen. 
Kentucky, W.  S.  Featherstone,  Ex-M.C. 
North  Carolina,  Jacob  Thompson,  Ex- 
Virginia,  Fulton  Anderson. 
Maryland,  A.  H.  Handy,  Judge. 
Delaware,  Henry  Dickinson. 
Missouri, Russell. 


To 
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To 
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Southern  Congress.  (Seep.  4oo) 

This  body,  composed  of  Deputies  elected 
by  the  Conventions  of  the  Seceding  States, 


met  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  February 
4th,  1861,  to  organize  a  Southern  Confeder- 
acy. Each  State  had  a  representation  equal 
to  the  number  of  members  of  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Congress.    The  original  members  were: 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
Robert  W.  Barnwell,  Ex-U.  S.  Senator. 
R.  Barnwell  Rhett,  "        "        " 

James  Chesnut,  Jr.,        "         "        " 
Lawrence  M.  Keitt,  Ex-M.  C. 
William  W.  Boyce,      "      " 
Wm.  Porcher  Miles,    "      " 
C.  G.  Memminger. 
Tliomas  J.  Withers. 

ALABAMA. 
W.  P.  Chilton. 
Stephen  F.  Hale. 
David  P.  Lewis. 
Thomas  Fearn. 
Richard  W.  Walker. 
Robert  H.  Smith. 
Colin  J.  McRae. 
John  Gill  Shorter. 
J.  L.  M.  Curry,  Ex-M.  C. 

FLORIDA. 

J.  Patten  Anderson,  Ex-Delegate  from 
Washington  Territory. 
Jackson  Morton,  Ex-U.  S.  Senator. 
James  B.  Owens. 

MISSISSIPPL 
W.  S.  Wilson. 
Wiley  P.  Harris,  Ex-M.  C. 
James  T.  Harrison. 
Walter  Brooke,  Ex-U.  S.  Senator. 
William  S.  Barry,  Ex-M.  C. 
A.  M.  Clayton. 

GEORGIA. 

Robert  Toombs,  Ex-U.  S.  Senator. 
Howell  Cobb,  Ex-M.  C. 

Martin  J.  Crawford,      "      " 
Augustus  R.  Wright,    "      " 
Augustus  H.  Kenaa. 
Benjamin  H.  Hill. 
Francis  S.  Bartow. 
E.  A.  Nisbet. 
Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb. 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Ex-M.  C. 

LOUISIANA. 
Duncan  F.  Kenner. 
Charles  M.  Conrad,  Ex-U.  S.  Senator. 
Henry  Marshall. 
John  Perkins,  Jr. 
G.  E.  Sparrow. 
A.  de  Clouet. 

TEXAS.— (Admitted  March  2d,  1861.) 
Louis  T.  Wigfall,  Ex-U.  S.  Senator. 
John  Hemphill,  "      "        " 

John  H.  Reagan,  Ex-M.  C 
T.  N.  Waul. 
John  Gregg. 
W.  S.  Oldham. 
W.  B.  Ochiltree. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Southern  Congress. 

February  4th,  1861.  Howell  Cobb  of 
Georgia  elected  President,  Johnson  J. 
Hoop.T  of  Alabama,  Secretary.  Mr.  Cobb 
announced  that  secession  "  is  now  a  fixed 
and  irrevocable  fact,  and  the  separation  is 
perfect,  complete  and  perpetual." 

6th.  David  L.  Swain,  M.  W.  Ransom  and 
John  L.  Bridgers,  were  admitted  as  Commis- 
sioners from  North  Carolina,  under  resolu- 
tions of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State, 
passed  January  29, 1861,  "  to  effect  an  honor- 
able and  amicable  adjustment  of  all  the  diffi- 
culties that  disturb  the  country,  upon  the 
basis  of  the  Crittenden  resolutions,  as  modi- 
fied by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,"  and  to 
consult  with  the  ■  delegates  to  the  Southern 
Congress  for  their  "  common  peace,  honor 
and  safety." 

7th.  Congress  notified  that  the  State  of 
Alabama  had  placed  $500,000  at  its  dispo- 
sal, as  a  loan  to  the  provisional  government 
of  the  Confederacy  of  Seceding  States. 

8th.  The  Constitution  of  the  Provisional 
Government  adopted.* 


*  The  Provisional  Coastitution  adopted  by  the  Seceded 
States  ditFers  from  the  Coustitution  of  the  United  States 
in  several  important  particulars.  The  alterations  and  ad- 
ditions are  as  follows : 

ALTERATIONS. 

1st.  The  Provisional  Constitution  differs  from  the  other 
In  this  :  That  the  legislative  powers  of  the  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment are  vested  in  the  Congress  now  assembled,  and 
this  body  exercises  all  the  functions  that  are  exercised  by 
either  or  both  branches  of  the  United  States  Government. 

2d.  The  Provisional  President  holds  his  office  for  one 
year,  unless  sooner  superseded  by  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  Government 

3d.  Each  State  is  erected  into  a  distinct  judicial  district, 
the  judge  having  all  the  powers  heretofore  vested  in  the 
district  and  circuit  courts  ;  and  the  several  district  judges 
together  compose  the  supreme  bench — a  majority  of  them 
constituting  a  quorum. 

4th  Wherever  the  word  "Union  "  occurs  in  the  United 
States  Constitution  the  word  "  Confederacy  "  is  substi- 
tuted. 

THE   FOLLOWINO   ARE   THE   ADDITIONS. 

1st.  The  President  may  veto  any  separate  appropria- 
tion without  vetoing  the  whole  bill  in  which  it  is  con- 
tained. 

2d.  The  African  slave-trade  is  prohibited. 

.Sd.  Congress  is  empowered  to  prohibit  the  introduction 
of  slaves  from  any  State  not  a  member  of  this  Confederacy. 

4th.  All  appropriations  must  be  upon  the  demand  of 
the  President  or  heads  of  departments. 

OMISSIONS. 

Tst.  There  is  no  prohibition  on  members  of  Congress 
holding  other  offices  of  honor  and  emolument  under  the 
Provisional  Government. 

2d.  There  is  no  provision  for  a  neutral  spot  for  the  loca- 
tion of  a  seat  of  government,  or  for  sites  for  forts,  arsenals, 
and  docli-yards ;  consequently  there  is  no  reference  made 
to  the  territoi-ial  powers  of  the  Provisional  Government. 

.Sd.  The  section  in  the  old  Constitution  in  reference  to 
capitation  and  other  direct  tax  is  omitted  ;  also,  the  sec- 
tion providing  that  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  any 
exports. 

4th.  The  prohibition  on  States  keeping  troops  or  ships 
of  war  in  time  of  peace  is  omitted. 

5th.  The  Constitution  being  provisional  merely, uo  pro- 
vision is  made  for  its  ratification. 

AMENDMENTS. 

1st.  The  fugitive  slave  clause  of  the  old  Constitution  is 
*o  amended  as  to  contain  the  word  "slave,"  and  to  pro- 
vide for  full  compensation  in  cases  of  abduction  or  forci- 
oie  rescue  on  the  part  of  the  State  in  which  such  abduc- 
tion or  rescue  may  talte  place. 


9th.  JefTerson  Davis  of  Mississippi,  elected 
Provisional  President  of  the  Cc-.^ederate 
States  of  America,  and  Alexander  H.  Ste- 
phens of  Georgia,  Vice  President.  The 
question  of  attacking  Fort  Sumter  has 
been  referred  to  the  Congress. 

11th.  Mr.  Stephens  announced  his  accept- 
ance. Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
permanent  Constitution. 

12th.  The  Congress  assumed  "  charge  of 
all  questions  and  difficulties  now  existing 
between  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Confed- 
eracy and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  relating  to  the  occupation  of  forts, 
arsenals,  navy  yards,  custom-houses,  and  all 
other  public  establishments."  The  resolu- 
tion was  directed  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Governors  of  the  respective  States  of  the 
Confederacy. 

15th.  Official  copy  of  the  Texas  Ordinance 
of  Secession  presented. 

16th.  President  Davis  arrived  and  received 
with  salute,  etc. 

18th.  President  Davis  inaugurated. 

19th.  Tariff  law  passed. 

21st.  Robert  Toombs  appointed  Secretary 
of  State  ;  C.  G.  Memminger,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  L.  Pope  Walker  of  Alabama, 
Secretary  of  War ;  Stephen  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  ;  Judah  P.  Benjamin, 
Attorney-General,  and  John  H.  Reagan, 
Postmaster-General  ;  Philip  Clayton  of 
Georgia  appointed  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Wm.  M.  Browne,  late  of 
the  Washington  Constitution,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State. 

March  2d.  The  Texas  Deputies  received. 

The  Justifying  Causes  of  Secession. 

In  justification  of  the  passage  of  an  ordi- 
nance of  Secession,  the  Convention  of  South 
Carolina  adopted  two  papers,  one  reported 
by  Mr.  R.  B.  Rhett,  being  styled  "The  Ad- 
dress of  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  assem- 
bled in  Convention,  to  the  people  of  the 
Slaveholding  States  of  the  United  States," 
and  the  other,  reported  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Mem- 
minger, being  styled  "  Declaration  of  the 
causes  which  justify  the  Secession  of  South 
Carolina  from  the  Federal  Union."  As 
these  official  papers  have  historic  value,  they 
are  inserted  in  full. 

The  former  of  these  two  papers  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

It  is  seventy-three  years,  since  the  Union  butween  tho 
United  States  was  made  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 


2d.  Congress,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds,  may  at  any  time 
alter  or  amend  the  Constitution. 

TEMPORARY  PROVISIONS. 

1st.  The  Provisional  Government  is  required  to  take 
immediate  steps  for  the  settlement  of  all  matters  between 
the  States  forming  it  and  their  other  late  confederat.=<3  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  public  property  and 
the  public  debt. 

2d.  Montgomery  is  made  the  temporary  seat  of  govern- 
ment. 

.3d.  This  Constitution  is  to  continue  one  year,  unless  al- 
tered by  a  two-thirds  vote  or  superseded  by  a  permanent 
Government. 
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Stales.  During  this  time,  their  advance  in  woaltli,  pros- 
perity and  power,  has  been  with  scarcely  a  parallel  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  The  great  object  of  their  Union,  was 
defence  against  ext"rnal  aggressions;  which  object  is  now 
attained,  from  their  mere  progress  in  power.  Thirty-one 
millions  of  people,  with  a  commerce  and  navigation  which 
explore  every  sea,  and  with  agricultural  productions  wliich 
are  necessary  to  every  civilized  people,  command  the  friend- 
ship of  the  world.  But  unfortunately,  our  internal  peace 
has  not  grown  with  our  external  prosperity.  Discontont 
and  contention  have  moved  in  the  bosom  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, for  the  last  thirty-five  years.  Dming  this  time. 
South  Carolina  has  twice  called  her  people  together  in  s  jl- 
emu  Convention,  to  take  into  consideration,  the  aggressions 
and  unconstitutional  wrongs,  perpetrated  by  the  people  of 
the  Xortli  on  the  people  of  the  South.  These  wTongs,  were 
submitted  to  by  the  people  of  the  South,  under  the  hope 
and  expectation,  that  they  would  be  final.  But  such  hope 
and  expectation,  have  proved  to  be  vain.  Instead  of  pro- 
ducing forbearance,  our  acquiescence  has  only  instigated  to 
new  forms  of  aggressions  and  outrage;  and  South  Carolina, 
having  again  assembled  her  people  in  Convention,  has  this 
day  dissolved  her  connection  with  the  States,  constituting 
the  United  States. 

The  one  great  evil,  from  which  all  other  evils  have  flowed, 
is  the  overthrow  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States,  is  no  longer  the 
Government  of  Confederated  Republics,  but  of  a  consoli- 
dated Democracy.  It  is  no  longer  a  free  Government,  but 
a  Despotism.  It  is,  in  fact,  such  a  Government  as  Great 
Britain  attempted  to  set  over  our  Fathers  ;  and  which  was 
resisted  and  defeated  by  a  seven  years'  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence. 

The  Revolution  of  1776,  turned  upon  one  great  principle, 
Belf-government, — and  self-taxation,  the  criterion  of  self- 
government.  Where  the  interests  of  two  people  united  to- 
gether under  one  Government,  are  different,  each  must 
have  the  power  to  protect  its  inteiests  by  the  organization 
of  the  Government,  or  they  cannot  be  free.  The  interests 
of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  Colonies,  were  different  and 
antagonistic.  Great  Britain  was  desirous  of  carrj'iug  out 
the  policy  of  all  nations  towards  their  Colonies,  of  making 
them  tributary  to  her  wealth  and  power.  She  had  vast  and 
complicated  relations  with  the  whole  world.  Her  policy 
towards  her  North  American  Colonies,  was  to  identify 
them  with  her  in  all  these  complicated  relations ;  and  to 
make  them  bear,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  tlie  Empire, 
the  full  burden  of  her  obligations  and  necessities.  She  had 
a  vast  public  debt;  she  had  an  European  poIic3'  and  an 
Asiatic  policy,  which  had  occasioned  the  accumulation  of 
her  public  debt ;  and  which  kept  her  in  continual  wars. 
The  North  American  Colonies  saw  their  interests,  political 
and  commercial,  sacrificed  by  such  a  policy.  Their  interest? 
required,  that  they  should  not  be  identified  with  the  bur- 
dens and  wars  of  the  mother  country.  They  had  been 
settled  under  Charters,  which  gave  them  self-government ; 
at  least  go  far  as  their  property  was  concerned.  They  had 
taxed  themselves,  and  had  never  been  taxed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Gieat  Britain.  To  make  them  a  part  of  a  consoli- 
dated Empire,  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  determined 
to  assume  the  power  of  legislating  for  the  Colonies  in  all 
cases  whatsoever.  Our  ancestors  resisted  the  pretension. 
They  refused  to  be  a  part  of  the  consolidated  Government 
of  Great  Britain. 

The  Southern  States,  now  stand  exactly  in  the  same  posi- 
tion towards  the  Northern  States,  that  the  Colonies  did 
towards  Great  Britain.  The  Northern  States,  having  the 
majority  in  Congress,  claim  the  same  power  of  omnipotence 
in  legislation  as  the  British  parliament.  "The  General 
Welfare,"  is  the  only  limit  to  the  legislation  of  either;  and 
the  majority  in  Congress,  as  in  the  British  parliament,  are 
the  sole  judges  of  the  expediency  of  the  legislation,  this 
'•  General  Welfare  "  requires.  Thus,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  become  a  consolidated  Government ;  and 
the  people  of  the  Southern  States,  are  compelled  to  meet 
the  very  despotism,  their  fathers  threw  off  in  the  Revolu- 
tion of  1776. 

The  consolidation  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
over  the  Colonies,  was  attempted  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
taxes.  The  British  parliament  undertook  to  tax  the  Colo- 
nies, to  promote  British  interests.  Our  fathers,  resisted  this 
Ijretension.  They  claimed  the  right  of  self-taxation  throufjh 
their  Odonial  Legislatures.  They  were  not  represented  in 
the  British  parliament,  and,  therefore,  could  not  rightly  be 
taxed  by  its  legislation.  The  British  Government,  how- 
ever, offered  them  a  representation  in  parliament;  but  it 
was  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  protect  themselves 
from  the  majority,  and  they  refused  the  offer.  Between 
taxati<m  without  any  representation,  and  taxation  without 
a  representation  adequate  to  protection,  there  was  no  differ- 
ence.   In  neither  case  would  the  Colonies  tax  themselves. 


Hence,  they  refused  to  pay  the  taxes  laid  by  the  British 
parliament. 

And  so  with  the  Southern  States,  towards  the  Northern 
States,  in  the  vital  matter  of  taxation.  They  are  in  a  mi- 
nority in  Congress.  Thoir  representation  in  Congre.?s.  is 
useless  to  protect  them  against  unjust  tiixation;  and  they 
are  taxed  by  the  people  of  the  North  for  their  benefit,  ex- 
actly as  the  people  of  Great  Britain  taxed  our  ancestors  in 
the  British  parliament  for  their  benefit.  For  the  last  forty 
years,  the  taxes  laid  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  laid  with  a  view  of  subserving  the  interests  of 
the  North.  The  people-  of  the  South  have  been  taxed  by 
duties  on  imports,  not  for  revenue,  but  for  an  object  in- 
consistent with  revenue — to  promote,  by  prohibitions, 
Northern  interests  in  the  productions  of  their  mines  and 
manufactures. 

There  is  another  evil,  in  the  condition  of  the  Southern 
towards  the  Northern  States,  which  our  ancestors  refused 
to  bear  towards  Great  Britain.  Our  ancestors  not  only 
taxed  themselves,  but  all  the  taxes  collected  from  them, 
weie  expended  amongst  them.  Had  they  submitted  to  the 
pretensions  of  the  British  Government,  l^he  taxes  collected 
from  them,  would  have  been  expended  in  other  parts  of 
the  British  Empire.  They  were  fully  aware  of  the  effect 
of  such  a  policy  in  impoverishing  the  people  from  whom 
taxes  are  collected,  and  in  enriching  those  who  receive  the 
benefit  of  their  expenditure.  To  prevent  the  evils  of  such 
a  policy,  was  one  of  the  motives  which  drove  them  on  to 
Revolution.  Yet  this  British  policy,  has  been  fully  realized 
towards  the  Southern  States,  by  the  Northern  States.  The 
people  of  the  Southern  States  are  not  only  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Northern  States,  but  after  the  taxes  are  col- 
lected, three-fourths  of  them  are  expended  at  the  North. 
This  cause,  with  others,  connected  with  the  operation  of 
the  General  Government,  has  made  the  cities  of  the  South 
provincial.  Their  growth  is  paralyzed;  they  are  mere 
suburbs  of  Northern  cities.  The  agricultural  productions 
of  the  South  are  the  basis  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
United  States;  yet  Southern  cities  do  not  carrj-  it  on.  Our 
foreign  trade,  is  almost  annihilated.  In  1740,  there  were 
five  ship  yards  in  South  Carolina,  to  build  ships  to  carry 
on  our  direct  trade  with  Europe.  Between  1740  and  1779, 
there  were  built  in  these  yards,  twenty-five  square  rigged 
vessels,  besides  a  great  number  of  sloops  and  schooners,  to 
carry  on  our  coast  and  West  India  trade.  In  the  half 
century  immediately  preceding  the  Revolution,  from  17-5 
to  1775,  the  population  of  South  Carolina,  increased  seven- 
fold. 

No  man  can  for  a  moment  believe,  that  our  ancestors 
intended  to  establish  over  their  posterity,  exactly  the  same 
sort  of  Government  they  had  overtlirown.  The  great  ob- 
ject of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  its  internal 
operation,  was,  doubtless,  to  secure  the  great  end  of  the 
Revolution — a  limited  free  Government— a  Government 
limited  to  those  matters  only,  which  were  general  and 
common  to  all  portions  of  the  United  States.  All  sectional 
or  local  interests,  were  to  be  left  to  the  States.  By  no  other 
arrangement,  would  they  obtain  free  Government,  by  a 
Constitution  common  to  so  vast  a  Confederacy,  ifet  by 
gradual  and  steady  encroachments  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  the  North,  and  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the 
South,  the  limitations  in  the  Constitution  have  been  swept 
away ;  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  bo- 
come  consolidated,  with  a  claim  of  limitless  powers  in  its 
operations. 

It  is  not  at  all  surprising,  such  being  the  character  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  it  should  assume 
to  possess  power  over  all  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
The  agitations  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  are  the  natural 
results  of  the  consolidation  of  the  Government.  Responsi- 
bility, follows  power ;  and  if  the  people  of  the  North,  have 
the  power  liy  Congress — "  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  the  United  Statec,"  by  any  means  they  deem  expedient — 
why  should  they  not  assail  and  overthrow  the  institution 
of  slavery  in  the  South  ?  They  are  responsible  for  its  con- 
tinuance or  existence,  in  proportion  to  their  power.  A  ma- 
jority in  Congress,  according  to  their  interested  and  per- 
verted views,  is  omnipotent.  The  inducements  to  act  upon 
the  subject  of  slavery,  under  such  circumstances,  were  so 
imperious,  as  to  amount  almost  to  a  moral  necessity.  To 
make,  however,  their  numerical  power  available  to  rule 
the  Union,  the  North  must  consolidate  their  power.  It 
would  not  be  united,  on  any  matter  common  to  tlie  whole 
Union — in  other  words,  on  any  constitutional  subject — 
for  on  such  suljects  divisions  are  as  likely  to  exist  in  the 
North  as  in  the  South.  Slavery  was  strictly,  a  sectional 
interest.  If  this  could  be  made  the  criterion  of  parties  at 
the  North,  the  North  could  be  united  in  its  power;  and 
thus  carry  out  its  measures  of  sectional  ambition,  en- 
croacliment,  and  aggrandizement.  To  build  up  their  sec- 
tional predominance  in  the  Union,  the  Constitutiou  must 
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be  first  abolished  by  constructions;  but  that  being  done, 
the  consolidation  of  the  North,  to  rule  the  South,  by  the 
tariff  and  slavery  issues,  was  in  the  obvious  course  of 
things. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  was  an  experimant. 
The  experiment  consisted,  in  uniting  undor  one  Govern- 
ment, peoplfis  living  in  different  climates,  and  having  dif- 
ferent pursuits  and  institutions.  It  mattnrs  not,  how  care- 
fully the  limitations  of  sucJi  a  Government  Ije  laid  down  in 
the  Constitution, — its«uccess  must  at  least  depend,  upon  the 
good  faith  of  the  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact,  in 
enforcing  them.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  human  language, 
to  exclude  false  inferences,  constructions  and  perversions, 
in  any  Constitution;  and  when  vast  sectional  interests  are 
to  be  subserved,  involving  the  appropriation  of  countless 
millions  of  money,  it  h;is  not  been  the  usual  experience  of 
mankind,  that  words  on  parchments  can  arrest  power. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  irrespective  of  the 
interposition  of  the  States,  rested  on  the  assumption,  that 
power  would  yield  to  faith,— that  integrity  would  bo 
stronger  than  interest;  and  that  thus,  the  limitations  of 
the  Constitution  would  be  observed.  The  experiment,  has 
been  fairly  made.  The  Southern  States,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government,  have  striven  to  keep  it, 
within  the  orbit  prescribed  by  tlie  Constitution.  The  ex- 
periment, has  failed.  The  whole  Constitution,  by  the  con- 
structions of  the  Northern  people,  has  been  absorbed  by  its 
preamble.  In  their  reckless  lust  for  power,  they  seem 
unable  to  comprehend  that  seeming  paradox — that  the 
more  power  is  given  to  the  General  Government,  the  weaker 
it  becomes.  Its  strength,  consists  in  the  limitation  of  its 
agency  to  objects  of  common  interest  to  all  sections.  To 
extend  the  scope  of  its  power  over  sectional  or  local  inter- 
ests, is  to  raise  pp  against  it,  opposition  and  resistance.  In 
all  such  matters,  the  General  Government  must  necessarily 
be  a  despotism,  because  all  sectional  or  local  interests  must 
ever  be  represented  by  a  minority  in  the  councils  of  the 
General  Government — having  no  power  to  protect  itself 
against  the  rule  of  the  majority.  The  majority,  constitu- 
ted from  those  who  do  not  represent  these  sectional  or 
local  interests,  will  control  and  govern  them.  A  free 
people,  cannot  submit  to  such  a  Government.  And  the 
more  it  enlarges  the  sphere  of  its  power,  the  greater 
must  be  the  dissatisfaction  it  must  produce,  and  the 
weaker  it  must  become.  On  the  contrary,  the  more  it  ab- 
stains from  usurped  powers,  and  the  more  faittifully  it  ad- 
heres to  the  limitations  of  the  Constitution,  tlie  stronger  it 
is  made.  The  Northern  people  have  had  neither  the 
wisdom  nor  the  faith  to  perceive,  that  to  observe  the  limi- 
tations of  the  Constitution  was  the  only  way  to  its  perpe- 
tuity. 

Under  such  a  Government,  there  must,  of  course,  be  many 
and  endless  "irrepressible  conflicts,"  between  the  two  great 
sections  of  the  Union.  The  same  faithlessness  which  has 
abolished  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  will  not 
fail  to  carry  out  the  sectional  purposes  for  which  it  has 
been  abolished.  There  must  be  conflict;  and  the  weaker 
section  of  the  Union  can  only  find  peace  and  liberty,  in  an 
independence  of  the  North.  The  repeated  efibrts  made  by 
South  Carolina,  in  a  wise  conservatism,  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  the-  General  Government  in  its  fatal  progress  to 
consolidation,  have  been  unsupported,  and  she  has  been 
denounced  .is  faithless  to  the  oldigations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, by  the  very  men  and  States,  who  were  destroying  it  by 
their  usurpations.  It  is  now  too  late,  to  reform  or  restore 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  All  confidence  in 
the  North,  is  lost  bj'  the  South.  The  faithlessness  of  the 
North  for  a  half  century,  has  opened  a  gulf  of  separation 
between  the  Nortli  and  the  South  which  no  promises  nor 
engagements  can  fill. 

It  cannot  be  believed,  that  our  ancestors  would  have  as- 
sented to  any  Union  whatever  with  the  people  of  the  North, 
if  the  feelings  and  opinions  now  existing  amongst  them, 
had  existed  when  the  Constitution  was  framed.  There  was 
then,  no  Tariflf — no  fanaticism  concerning  negroes.  It  was 
the  delegates  from  New  England,  who  proposed  in  the  Con- 
vention which  framed  the  Constitution,  to  the  delegates 
from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  that  if  they  would  agree 
to  give  Congress  the  power  of  regulating  commerce  5^  a 
majority,  that  they  would  sui)port  the  extension  of  the  Af- 
rican Slave  Trade  for  twenty  years.  African  slavery,  existed 
in  all  the  States,  but  one.  The  idea,  that  the  Southern 
States  would  be  made  to  pay  that  triliute  to  their  Northern 
confederates,  which  they  had  refused  to  pay  to  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  or  that  the  institution  of  African  slavery,  would  be 
made  the  grand  basis  of  a  sectional  organization  of  the 
North  to  rule  the  South,  never  crossed  the  imaginations  of 
our  ancestors.  The  Union  of  the  Constitution,  was  a  union 
of  slaveliolding  States.  It  rests  on  slavery,  by  prescribing 
a  Rc>prescntation  in  Congress,  for  three-fifths  of  our  slaves. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  wluch 


j  iramed  the  Constitution,  to  shew,  that  the  Southern  States 
[  would  have  formed  any  other  Union;  and  still  less,  that 
I  they  would  have  formed  a  Union  with  more  powerful  non- 
I  slaveholding  States,  having  majority  in  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Government.  Tliey  were  guilty  of 
no  such  folly.  Time  and  the  progress  of  things,  have  totally 
altered  the  relations  between  tlie  Nortliern  and  Southern 
States,  since  the  Union  was  established.  That  identity  of 
feelings,  interests  and  institutions,  which  once  existed, 
is  gone.  They  are  now  divided,  between  agricultural — <■ 
and  manufacturing,  and  commercial  States ;  between  slave- 
holding,  Jind  non-slavohol(_Uug  States.  Their  institu- 
tions and  industrial  pursuits,  have  made  them,  totally 
different  peoples.  That  Equality  in  the  Govirnment 
between  the  two  sections  of  the  Union  which  once  existed, 
no  longer  exists.  We  but  imitate  the  policy  of  our  fathers 
in  dissolving  a  union  with  non-slaveholding  confed- 
erates, and  seeking  a  confederation  with  slaveholding 
States. 

Experience  has  proved,  that  slaveholding  States  cannot 
be  safe,  in  subjection  to  non-slaveholding  States.  Indeed, 
no  people  can  ever  expect  to  preserve  its  rights  and  liber- 
ties, unless  these  be  in  its  own  custody.  To  plunder  and 
oppress,  where  plunder  and  oppression  can  be  practiced 
with  impunity,  seems  to  be  the  natural  order  of  things. 
The  fairest  portions  of  the  world  elsewhere,  have  been 
turned  into  wildernesses ;  and  the  most  civilized  and  pros- 
perous communities,  have  been  impoverished  and  ruined  by 
anti-slavery  lanaticism.  The  people  of  the  North  have  not 
left  us  in  doubt,  as  to  their  designs  and  policy.  United  88 
a  section  in  the  late  Presidential  election,  they  have  elected 
as  the  exponent  of  their  policy,  one  who  has  openly  de- 
clared, that  all  the  States  of  the  United  States,  must  be 
made  free  States  or  slave  States.  It  is  true,  that  amongst 
those  who  aided  in  his  election,  there  are  various  shades  of 
anti-slavery  hostility.  But  if  African  slavery  in  the  South- 
ern States,  be  the  evil  their  political  combination  aflirms  it 
to  be,  the  requisitions  of  an  inexorable  logic,  must  lead 
them  to  emancipation.  If  it  is  right,  to  preclude  or  abolish 
slavery  in  a  Territory, — why  should  it  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  States  ?  The  one  is  not  at  all  more  unconstitutional 
than  the  other,  according  to  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  And  when  it  is  considered, 
that  the  Northern  States  vrill  soon  have  the  power  to  make 
that  Court  what  they  please,  and  that  the  Constitution 
never  has  been  any  barrier  whatever  to  their  exercise  of 
power — what  check  can  there  be,  in  the  unrestrained  coun- 
sels of  the  North,  to  emancipation  1  There  is  sympathy  in 
association,  which  carries  men  along  without  i)rinciple; 
but  when  there  is  principle — and  that  principle  is  fortified 
by  long-existing  prejudices  and  feelings,  association  is  om- 
nipotent in  party  influences.  In  spite  of  all  disclaimers 
and  professions,  there  can  be  but  one  end  by  the  submission 
of  the  South,  to  the  rule  of  a  sectional  anti-slavery  govern- 
ment at  Washington  ;  and  that  end,  directly  or  indirectly, 
must  be — the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  of  the  South.  The 
hypocrisy  of  thirty  years — the  faithlessness  of  their  whole 
course  from  the  commencement  of  our  union  with  them, 
shew  that  the  people  of  the  non-slaveholdin.s;  North,  are 
not,  and  cannot  be  safe  associates  of  the  slaveholding  South, 
under  a  common  Government.  Not  only  their  fanaticism, 
but  their  erroneous  views  of  the  principles  of  free  govern- 
ments, render  it  doubtful  whether,  if  separated  from  the 
South,  they  can  maintain  a  free  government  amoug.st  them- 
selves. Numbers  with  them,  is  the  great  element  of  free 
government.  A  majority,  is  infallible  and  omnipotent. 
"The  right  divine  to  rule  in  kings,"  is  only  transferred  to 
their  majority.  The  very  object  of  all  Constitutions,  in 
free  popular  Government,  is  to  restrain  the  majority.  Con- 
stitutions, therefore,  according  to  their  theory,  must  be 
most  unrighteous  inventions,  restricting  liberty.  None 
ought  to  exist;  but  the  body  politic  ought  simply  to  have 
a  political  organization,  to  bring  out  and  enforce  the  will 
of  the  majority.  Tliis  theory  m.ay  be  harmless  in  a  small 
community,  having  identity  of  interests  and  pursuits;  but 
over  a  vast  State — still  more,  over  a  vast  Confoderacj',  hav- 
ing various  and  conflicting  interests  and  pursuits,  it  is  a 
remorseless  despotism.  In  resisting  it,  as  applicable  to 
ourselves,  we  are  vindicating  the  great  cause  of  tiee  govern- 
ment, more  important,  perhaps,  to  the  world,  than  the 
existence  of  all  the  United  States.  Nor  in  resisting  it,  do 
we  intend  to  depart  from  the  safe  instrumentality,  the  sys- 
tem of  government  we  have  established  with  them,  re- 
quires. In  separating  from  them,  we  invade  no  rights — no 
interest  of  theirs.  We  violate,  no  obligation  or  duty  to 
them.  As  separate,  independent  States  in  Convention,  we 
made  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  with  them ; 
and  as  separate  independent  States,  each  ttate  acting  for 
itself,  we  adopted  it.  South  Carolina  acting  in  her  sover- 
eign capacity,  now  thinks  proper  to  secede  from  the  Union. 
She  did  not  part  with  her  Sovereignty,  in  adopting  the  Con- 
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etitntion.  The  last  thing,  a  State  can  be  presumed  to  have 
surrendered,  is  her  Sovereignty.  Her  Sovereignty,  is  her 
life.  Nothing  but  a  clear,  express  grant,  can  alienate  it. 
Inference  is  inadmissible.  Yet  it  is  not  at  all  surprising, 
that  those  who  have  construed  away  all  the  limitations  of 
that  Constitution,  should  also  by  construction,  claim  the 
annihilation  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  States.  Having  abol- 
ished barriers  to  their  omnipotence,  by  their  faithless  con- 
structions in  the  operations  of  the  General  Government,  it 
is  most  natural  that  they  should  endeavor  to  do  the  same 
towards  us,  in  the  States.  The  truth  is.  they,  having  vio- 
lated the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  at  an 
end,  as  a  compact.  It  is  morally  obligatory  only  on  those, 
who  choose  to  accept  its  perverted  terms.  South  Carolina, 
deeming  the  compact  not  only  violated  in  particular  fea- 
tures, but  virtually  abolished  by  her  Northern  confeder- 
ates, withdraws  herself  as  a  party,  from  its  obligations. 
The  right  do  do  so,  is  denied  by  her  Northern  confederates. 
They  desire  to  establish  a  sectional  despotism,  not  only 
omnipotent  in  Congress,  but  omnipotent  over  the  States; 
and  as  if  to  manliest  the  imperious  necessity  of  our  seces- 
sion, they  threaten  us  with  the  sword,  to  coerce  submission 
to  their  rule. 

Citizens  of  the  slaveholding  States  of  the  United  States ! 
Circumstances  beyond  our  control,  have  placed  us  in  the 
van  of  tlie  great  controversy  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  States.  We  would  have  preferred,  that  other 
States  should  have  assumed  the  position  we  now  occupy. 
Independent  ourselves,  we  disclaim  any  design  or  desire, 
to  lead  the  counsels  of  the  other  Southern  States.  Provi- 
dence has  cast  our  lot  together,  by  extending  over  us  an 
identity  of  pursuits,  interests  and  institutions.  South  Car- 
olina, desires  no  destiny,  separate  from  yours.  To  be  one 
of  a  gi-eat  Slavelioldiug  Confederacy,  stretching  its  arms 
over  a  territory  larger  than  any  power  in  Europe  possesses — 
with  apopulation,  four  times  greater  than  that  of  the  whole 
United  States,  when  they  achieved  their  independence  of 
the  British  Empire — with  productions,  which  make  our 
existence  more  important  to  the  world,  than  that  of  any 
other  people  inhabiting  it — with  common  institutions  to 
defend,  and  common  dangers  to  encounter — we  ask  your 
sympathy  and  confederation.  Whilst  constituting  a  por- 
tion of  tlie  United  States,  it  has  been  your  statesmanship 
which  has  guided  it,  in  its  mighty  strides  to  jjower  and 
expansion.  In  the  field,  as  in  the  cabinet,  ynu  have  led 
the  way  to  its  renown  and  grandeur.  You  have  loved  the 
Union,  in  whose  service  your  great  statesmen  have  labored, 
and  your  great  soldiers  have  fougbt  and  conquered — not 
for  the  material  benefits  it  conferred,  but  with  the  faith  of 
a  generous  and  devoted  chiv.alry.  You  have  long  lingered 
in  hope  over  the  shattered  remains  of  a  broken  Constitu- 
tion. Compromise  after  compromise,  formed  by  your  con- 
cessions, has  been  trampled  under  foot,  bj'  your  Northern 
confederates.  All  fraternity  of  feeling  between  the  North 
and  the  South  is  lost,  or  has  been  converted  into  hate ;  and 
we,  of  the  South,  are  at  last  driven  together,  by  the  stern 
destiny  which  controls  the  existence  of  nations.  Your  bit- 
ter experience,  of  the  faithlessness  and  rapacity  of  your 
Northern  confederates,  may  have  been  necessary,  to  evolve 
those  great  principles  of  free  government,  upon  which  the 
liberties  of  the  world  depend,  and  to  prep;ire  you  for  the 
grand  mission  of  vinflicating  and  re-establishing  them.  We 
rejoice,  that  other  nations  should  be  satisfied  with  their 
institutifns.  Contentment,  is  .a  great  element  of  happi- 
ness, with  nations  as  with  intlividuals.  We,  are  satisfied 
with  ours.  If  they  prefer  a  sj  stem  of  industry,  in  which 
capital  and  labor  are  in  perpetual  conflict — and  chronic 
st^irvation  keei)S  down  the  natural  increase  of  population — 
and  a  man  is  workeJ  out  in  eight  j'ears — and  the  law 
ordains,  that  children  shall  bo  worked  only  teM  hmirs  o. 
day — and  the  sabre  and  baj-onet  are  the  instruments  of 
order — be  it  so.  It  is  their  alfair,  not  ours.  We  prefer, 
however,  our  system  of  industry,  by  which  labor  and  cap- 
ital are  identified  in  interest,  and  capital,  therefore,  pro- 
tects labor — by  which  oui-  population  doubles  every  twenty 
yejirs — by  which  starvation  is  unknown,  and  abundance 
crowns  the  land — by  which  order  is  preserved  by  an  unp.ud 
police,  and  many  fertile  regions  of  the  world,  where  the 
white  man  cannot  labor,  are  brought  into  usefulness  by 
the  labor  of  the  African,  anci  the  whole  world  is  blessed 
by  our  productions.  All  v/e  demand  of  other  peoples  is, 
to  be  let  alone,  to  work  out  our  own  high  destinies. 
United  together,  and  we  must  be  the  most  independent,  as 
we  are  among  the  most  important  of  the  nations  of  the 
w-orld  United  together,  and  we  require  no  other  instru- 
ment to  conquer  peace,  than  our  beneficent  productions. 
United  together,  and  we  must  he  a  great,  free  and  prosper- 
ous people,  whose  renown  must  sprea<l  throughout  the 
civilized  world,  and  pass  down,  we  trust,  to  the  remotest 
ages.  We  ask  yon  to  join  us,  in  forming  a  Confederacy  of 
SlaveholdiBg  States. 


The  latter  paper  is  a?  followo  : 

DECLAEATION  OF  THE  IMMEDIATE  CAUSES  WHICH  INDUCE  ANB 
JUSTIFY  THE  SECESSION  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  FROM  IHB 
FEDER.4L    U>riON. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  conven- 
tion assembled,  on  the  26th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  lS.y2, 
declared  that  the  frequent  violations  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  by  the  federal  government,  and  its 
encroachments  upon  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states, 
fully  justified  this  state  in  then  withdrawing  from  the 
Federal  Union  ;  but  in  deference  to  the  opinions  and  wishes 
of  the  Other  slaveholding  states,  she  foreborc  at  that  time 
to  exercise  this  right.  Since  that  time,  these  encroach- 
ments have  continued  to  increase,  and  further  lorbeaiance 
ceases  to  be  a  virtue. 

And  now  the  State  of  South  Carolina  having  resumed 
her  separate  and  equal  place  among  nations,  deems  it  due 
to  h(>rself,  to  the  remaining  United  States  of  America,  and 
to  the  nations  of  the  world,  that  she  should  declare  the 
immediate  causes  which  have  led  to  this  act. 

In  the  year  1765,  that  portion  of  the  British  Emirire 
embracing  Great  Britain,  undertook  to  make  laws  for  the 
government  of  that  portion  composed  of  the  thii-teon 
American  colonies.  A  struggle  for  the  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment ensued,  which  resulted  on  the  4th  of  July,  l;76, 
in  a  declaration  by  tlie  colonies,  "  that  they  are,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  STATES: 
and  that  as  free  and  independent  states,  they  have  full 
power  to  levy  war,  conclmle  peace,  contract  alliances, 
establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things 
which  independent  states  may  of  right  do." 

They  further  solemnly  declared  that  whenever  any  "  form 
of  government  becomes  destructive  of  the  ends  fiir  which  it 
was  establi.-;hed,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  government."  Deeming 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  have  become  destruc- 
tive of  these  emls,  they  declared  that  the  c  .lonies '•  are 
absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and  that 
all  political  connection  between  them  and  the  State  of 
Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be  totally  dissolved." 

In  pursuance  of  this  Declaration  of  Independence,  each 
of  the  thrteen  states  proceeded  to  exercise  its  Bep;u-ate 
sovereignty;  adopted  for  itself  a  constitution,  and  ap- 
pointed officers  for  the  administration  of  government  in  all 
its  deimrtments — legislative,  executive  and  judicial.  For 
purposes  of  defence,  they  united  their  arms  and  their  coun- 
sels; and,  in  1778  they  entered  into  a  league  known  as  the 
articles  of  confederation,  whereby  they  agreed  to  entrust 
the  administration  of  their  external  relations  to  a  common 
agent,  known  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
pressly declaring  in  the  first  article,  "  that  each  state  re- 
tains its  sovereignty,  freedom  and  independence,  and  every 
power,  jurisdiction  and  right  which  is  not,  by  this  confed 
eration,  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled." 

Under  tliis  confederation  the  war  of  the  revolution  was 
carried  on,  and  on  the  3d  September,  1783,  the  contest 
ended,  and  a  definitive  treaty  was  signed  by  Great  Britain, 
in  which  she  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  colo- 
nies in  the  following  terms: 

"Article  I. — His  Britanic  Majesty  acknowledges  the  said 
United  States,  viz:  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay, 
Khode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to 
be  FREE,  SOVEREIGN  AND  INDEPENDENT  STAxES; 
that  he  treats  with  them  as  such;  and  tor  himself,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  relinquishes  all  chums  to  the  govern- 
ment, proprietary  and  terntori.al  rights  of  tlie  same  and 
every  part  thereof" 

Thus  were  established  the  two  great  principles  asserted 
by  the  colonies,  namely :  the  right  of  a  state  to  govern 
itself;  and  the  right  of  a  people  to  abolish  a  government 
when  it  becomes  destructive  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
instituted.  And  concurrent  with  the  establishment  of 
these  principles,  was  the  fact  that  each  colony  became, 
and  was  recognized  by  the  mother  country  as  a  FREE, 
SOVEREIGN  AND  INDEPENDEiST  STATE. 

In  1787,  deputies  were  appointed  by  the  states  to  revise 
the  articles  of  confederation,  and  on  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1787,  these  deputies  recommended  for  the  adoption  of 
the  states,  the  articles  of  union  known  a.s  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

The  parties  to  whom  this  constitution  was  submitted, 
were  the  several  sovereign  states;  they  were  to  agi'ee  or 
disagree,  and  when  nine  of  them  agreed,  the  conqiact  was 
to  take  effect  among  those  conciiiTing ;  and  the  general 
government,  as  the  common  agent,  was  then  to  he  invested 
with  their  authority. 

It  only  nine  of  the  thirteen  states  had  couciirrod,  the 
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other  four  would  have  remained  as  they  then  were— sepa- 
rate, sovereign  states,  independent  of  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution.  In  fact,  two  of  the  states  did  not 
accede  to  the  constitution  until  long  after  it  had  gone  into 
operation  among  the  other  eleven;  and  during  that  interval 
thsy  each  exercised  the  functions  of  an  independent  nation. 
By  this  constitution,  certain  duties  were  imposed  upon  the 
several  states,  and  the  exercise  of  certain  of  their  powers  was 
restrained,  which  necessarily  implied  their  continued  ex- 
istence as  sovereign  states.  But  to  remove  all  doubt,  an 
amendment  was  added,  which  declared  that  the  powers 
not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states, 
respectively,  or  to  the  people.  On  2.jd  May,  1788,  South 
Carolina,  by  a  convention  of  her  people,  passed  an  ordi- 
nance assenting  to  this  conatitution,andafterwards altered 
her  own  constitution,  to  conform  herself  to  the  obligations 
she  had  undertaken. 

Thus  was  established,  by  compact  between  the  states, 
a  government,  with  defined  objects  and  powers,  limited 
to  the  express  words  of  the  grant.  This  limitation  left  the 
whole  remaining  mass  of  power  subject  to  the  clause  re- 
serving it  to  the  states  or  to  the  people,  and  rendered  un- 
necessary any  specification  of  reserved  rights. 

We  hold  that  the  government  thus  estabhshed  is  subject 
to  the  two  great  principles  asserted  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence;  and  we  hold  further,  that  the  mode  of  its 
formation  subjects  it  to  a  third  fundamental  principle, 
uamely:  the  law  of  compact.  We  maintain  that  in  every 
compact  between  two  or  more  parties  the  obligation  is 
mutual ;  that  the  failure  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
to  perform  a  material  pai-t  of  the  agreement,  entirely  re- 
leases the  obligations  of  the  other;  and  that  where  no 
aibiter  is  provided,  each  party  is  remitted  to  his  own 
judgment  to  determine  the  fact  of  failure,  with  all  its  con- 
sequences. 

In  the  present  case,  the  fact  is  established  with  certainty. 
We  assert  that  fourteen  of  the  states  have  deliberately 
refused  for  years  past,  to  fulfil  their  constitutional  obliga- 
tions, and  we  refer  to  their  own  statutes  for  the  proof. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  its  4th  article, 
provides  as  follows : 

"  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor,  in  one  state,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged 
from  such  service  or-labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be 
due." 

This  stipulation  was  so  material  to  the  compact,  that 
without  it  that  compact  would  not  have  been  made.  The 
greater  number  of  the  contracting  parties  held  slaves,  and 
they  had  previously  evinced  their  estimate  of  the  value  of 
Buch  asi  ipulation  by  making  it  a  condition  in  the  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  ceded  by  Virginia, 
which  now  composes  the  states  north  of  the  Ohio  river. 

The  same  article  of  the  constitution  stiunlates  also  for 
the  rendition,  by  the  several  states,  of  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice from  the  other  states. 

The  general  government,  as  the  common  agent,  passed 
laws  to  carry  into  effect  these  stipulations  of  the  states. 
For  many  years  these  laws  were  executed.  But  an  in- 
creasing hostility  on  the  part  of  the  non-slaveholding  states 
to  the  institution  of  slavery  lias  led  to  a  disregartl  of  their 
obligations,  and  the  laws  of  tlie  general  government  have 
ceased  to  effect  the  objects  of  the  constitution.  The  States 
of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Michigan,  AVisconsin  and  Iowa  have  enacted 
laws  which  eitlier  nullify  the  acts  of  Congress  or  render 
useless  any  attempt  to  execute  them.  In  many  of  these 
states  the'fugitive  is  discharged  from  the  service  or  labor 
claimed,  and  in  none  of  them  has  the  state  government 
complied  with  the  stipulation  made  in  the  constitution. 
The  State  of  New  Jersey,  at  an  early  day,  passed  a  law  in 
conformity  with  her  constitutional  obligation;  but  tlie 
current  of  anti-slavery  feeling  lias  led  her  more  recently 
to  enact  laws  which  render  inoperative  the  remedies  pro- 
vided by  her  own  law  and  by  the  laws  of  Congress.  In  the 
State  of  New  York  even  tlio  right  of  transit  for  a  slave  has 
been  denied  by  her  tribunals;  and  tlie  States  of  Ohio  and 
Iowa  have  refused  to  surrender  to  justice  fugitives  charged 
with  murder,  and  with  inciting  servile  insurrection  in  the 
State  of  Virginia.  Thus  the  constitutional  compact  has 
been  deliberately  broken  and  disregarded  by  the  non- 
slaveholding  states,  and  the  consequence  follows  that  South 
Carolina  is  released  from  her  obligation. 

The  cuds  for  which  this  constitution  was  framed  are 
declared  by  itself  to  bo  '•  to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  se- 
cure the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity." 

These  ends  it  endeavored,  to  accomplish  by  a  federal 
government,  in  wliich  eax;h  state  was  recognized  aa  an 


equal,  and  had  separate  control  over  its  own  institutions. 
The  riglit  of  property  in  slaves  was  recognized  by  giving 
to  free  persons  distinct  political  rights,  by  giving  them 
the  right  to  represent,  and  burtheniug  them  with  direct 
taxes  for  three-fifttis  of  their  slaves ;  by  authorizing  the 
importation  of  slaves  for  twenty  years,  and  by  stipulating 
for  the  rendition  of  fugitives  from  labor. 

We  affirm  that  these  ends,  for  which  this  government 
was  instituted,  have  been  defeated,  and  the  government 
itself  has  been  made  destructive  of  them  by  the  action  of 
the  non-slaveholding  states.  Those  states  have  assumed 
the  rijiht  of  deciding  upon  the  propriety  of  our  domestic 
institutions;  and  have  denied  the  rights  of  property  es- 
tablished in  fifteen  of  the  states  and  recognized  by  the 
constitution;  they  have  denounced  as  sinful  tlie  institu- 
tion of  slavery ;  they  have  permitted  the  open  establish- 
ment among  them  of  societies,  whoso  avowed  object  is  to 
disturb  the  peace  and  to  eloign  the  property  of  the  citi- 
zens of  other  states.  They  have  encouraged  and  assisted 
thousands  of  our  slaves  to  leave  their  homes,  and  those 
who  remain  have  been  Incited  by  emissaries,  books  and 
pictures  to  servile  insurrection. 

For  twenty-five  years  this  agitation  has  been  steadily 
increasing,  until  it  has  now  se  :ured  to  its  aid  the  power 
of  tlie  common  government.  Observing  the  forms  of  the 
constitution,  u  sectional  party  has  found  within  that  ar- 
ticle establishing  the  executive  department  the  means  of 
subverting  the  constitution  itself.  A  geographical  line 
has  been  drawn  across  the  Union,  and  nil  the  states 
north  of  that  line  have  united  in  the  election  of  a  man  to 
the  liigh  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  whose 
opinions  and  purposes  are  hostile  to  slavery.  lie  is  to  be 
entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  common  gov 
ernment,  because  he  has  declared  that  that  "  govern- 
ment cannot  endure  permanently  half  slave,  halt  free," 
and  that  the  public  mind  must  rest  in  the  belief  that  sla- 
very U  in  the  course  of  ultimate  extinction.  . 

This  sectional  combination  for  the  subversion  of  the 
constitution,  has  been  aided  in  some  of  the  states  by  ele- 
vating to  citizenship,  persons,  who,  by  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  are  incapable  of  becoming  citizens ;  and  their 
votes  liave  been  used  to  inaugurate  a  new  policy,  hostile 
to  the  South,  and  destructive  of  its  peace  and  safety. 

On  tlie  4th  of  March  next  this  party  will  take  posses- 
sion of  the  government.  It  has  announced  that  the  South 
sludl  be  excluded  from  the  common  territory;  that  the 
judicial  tribunals  shall  be  made  sectional,  and  that  a  war 
must  be  waged  against  slavery  until  it  shall  cease  througii- 
out  the  United  States. 

The  guaranties  of  the  constitution  will  then  no  longer 
exist ;  the  equal  rights  of  the  states  will  be  lost.  The 
slaveholding  states  will  no  longer  have  the  power  of 
self-government,  or  self-protection,  and  the  federal  gov- 
ernment will  have  become  their  enemy. 

Sectional  interest  and  animosity  will  deepen  the  irrita- 
tion, and  all  liope  of  remedy  is  rendered  vain,  by  the  fact 
that  public  opinion  at  the  North  has  invested  a  great  po- 
litical error  with  the  sanctions  of  a  more  erroneous  reli- 
gious belief. 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  by  our  de- 
legates, in  convention  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Su- 
premo Judge  of  the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  inten- 
tions, have  solemnly  declared  that  the  union  heretofore 
existing  between  this  state  and  the  other  states  of  North 
America,  is  dissolved,  and  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
has  resumed  her  position  among  the  nations  of  the  world, 
as  a  separate  and  independent  state,  with  full  power  to 
levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish 
commerce,  and  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  inde- 
pendent states  may  of  right  do. 

The  debate  on  the  adoption  of  these  papers 
discloses  some  interesting  facts,  and  is  sub- 
joined. 

Upon  Mr.  Memminger's  declaration  b-'ing 
read,  Mr.  Furman  and  Mr.  Inglis  raised  ques- 
tions as  to  the  accuracy  of  certain  statements, 
the  former  as  to  whether  New  Jersey  had,  as 
alleged,  voted  for  a  "  sectional  candidate,"  and 
the  latter  as  to  the  allegation  that  Pennsylvania 
had  on  her  statute-book  a  "personal  liberty 
law." 

Mr.  Inolis  said:  They  (Pennsylvania)  have  what 
they  call  a  law  to  prevent  kidnapping,  nearly  similar 
to  the  law  of  Virginia,  which  law,  owing  to  the  con- 
dition of  public  sentiment  in  Pennsylvania,  has  no 
doubt  been  perverted  to  tliis  purpose.  A  document 
of  this  kind,  and  proceeding  from  a  body  like  tliis, 
ought  to  be  exactly  accurate  in  its  statements.  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
if  he  has  satisfied  himself  with  regard  to  the  tict  that 
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(here  is  any  such  law  as  this  on  the  statute-book  of 
Pennsylvania  1     If  he  has,  why  tlien  I  am  satisfied. 

Mr.  "Mi;mminger.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  I 
woulJ  say  that  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  elaborate  report 
made  onthis  point  by  a  Committee  of  the  Leajisia- 
ture  of  Virtciiiia  in  which  the  laws  of  each  State  are 
professed  to  be  correctly  stated. 

Mr.  iNOLis.  Will  the  gentleman  give  me  the  date 
of  tiiat  report? 

Mr.  Memmingr.  It  was  made  at  the  last  session, 
January  26th,  1860. 

Mr.  iNiiLis.  To  what  law  do  they  refer"!  for  Penn- 
sylvania has  recently  revised  her  criminal  code,  and, 
I  understand,  has  omitted  some  portion  of  that  law. 

IMr.  Me.mjminger.  This  is  all  the  information  I 
have  on  the  subject.  It  conflrms  what  is  stated  in 
the  rejjort. 

Mr.  Kngli-h  read  from  De Bow's  Review  an  article 
fa  very  erroneous  one]  in  Bui)i)ort  of  the  assertion 
contained  in  the  Declaration,  that  nearly  all  the  Free 
States  had  refused  to  sustain  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Maxcy  Gregq.  The  gentleman  who  just 
resumed  his  seat,  has  pointed  out  in  detail  the  various 
questions  referred  to  in  this  report.  He  has  shown 
that  things  have  been  said  there  which  ought  not  to 
to  have  been  said,  and  of  tlie  correctness  of  which 
we  hive  not  sufficient  evidence.  But  my  objection  to 
the  'paijcris  greater  than  this.  It  is  that,  as  a  State 
paper,  to  go  out  as  a  new  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, it  is  entirely  defective  and  imperfect.  It  pur- 
jiorts  to  be  a  declaration  of  the  causes  which  justify 
the  Secession  of  South  Carolina  from  the  Federal 
Union.  The  causes  !  And  yet  in  all  this  declaration 
not  one  word  is  said  about  the  tariff',  which  for  so 
many  years  caused  a  contest  in  this  State  against  the 
Federal  Government.  Not  one  word  is  s.iid  about 
the  violations  of  tl''e  Constitution  iu  expenditures 
not  authorized  by  that  instrument  ;  Imt  the  main 
stress  is  laid  upon  an  incomparably  unimportant  i)oint 
reUtive  to  fugitive  slaves,  and  the  laws  passed 
by  Northern  States  obstructing  the  recovery  of  fugi- 
ti^■e  slaves.  Mr.  President,  if  we  undertake  to  set 
forth  a  declaration  of  the  causes  which  justify  our 
Secession,  we  ought  to  publish  a  complete  document 
— a  document  which  might  vie  in  its  completeness 
with  that  which  was  adopted  in  1776  -not  that  I  mean 
to  say  that  that  is  a  model  cause  !  that  would  be  to 
say  a  good  deal  too  much.  This  declaration  might 
be  put  forth  by  gentlemen  who  had  no  oVijection  what- 
ever tq  the  lavish  and  unconstitutional  expenditures 
which  have  been  made  by  tlie  Federal  Government 
for  forty  years  past.  This  is  not  the  sort  of  paper 
wiiich,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  go  forth  to  justify 
our  action.  A  correct  designation  of  this  paper 
would  be  a  declaration  of  some  of  the  causes  which 
justify  the  secession  of  South  Carolina  from  the 
Federal  Union.  If  it  is  proper  to  set  forth  in  a  solemn 
declaration  some  of  the  causes,  why  let  the  title  be 
altered,  and,  if  the  Convention  think  proper,  let  it 
go  forth  ;  but  if  we  undertake  to  set  forth  all  the 
causes,  do  we  not  dishonor  the  memory  of  all  the 
Btatesmen  of  South  Carolina,  now  departed,  who 
commenced  forty  years  ago  a  war  itii.ih,  t  /In:  turiif 
unl  iirj'ihi.'t  iniernal.  uiiprnrrijwjils,  Bnying  nothing  of  the 
United  S  ■il,-<!  BiriJ:  and  other  measures  which  may  now 
be  regarded  as  obsolete.  Many  of  the  acts  <)f  the 
non-slaveholding  States  obstructing  the  recovery  of 
fugitive  slaves  have  been  passed  since  18.52 — I  think 
the  majority  of  them  ;  Imt  /  do  iir,t  ri^.'^f'  it.  as  a  mattr-r 
of  anji  imii'irfance.  But  when  the  people  of  South 
Carolina,  eight  years  since,  declared  that  the  causes 
then  existing  fully  justified  the  State  in  seceding,  did 
they  confine  themselves  to  these  miserable  fugitive 
slave  laws'!  No  !  Sir,  I  regard  it  as  unworthy  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  to  send  forth  a  new  declara- 
tion now,  and  in  it  to  say  nothing  about  any  other 
cause  justifying  their  action  but  fugitive  slaves.  I 
am  in  favor  of  laying  this  report  on  the  table,  or  re- 
committing it. 

Mr.  Keitt.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  the 
power  of  taxation  is  the  central  power  of  all  Gov- 
ernments. If  you  put  that  into  my  hands,  I  do  not 
care  what  the"  form  of  Government  may  be,  I  will 
control  your  people  through  it.  But  that  is  not  the 
question  in  this  address.  We  have  instructed  the 
Committee  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  the  reasons 
which  influenced  us  in  the  present  case  in  our  with- 
drawal. My  friend  sugfjests  that  aufficiant  notice  has  7U)t 
been  paid  to  the  tariff.  Your  late  Senators,  and  every  one 
of  your  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  voted  for 
the  present  tariff.  If  the  fjentlemnn  hud  hren  there  he  would 
also  have  voted  for  it.  [Laughter.]  The  question  of 
the  tariflf  did  agitate  us  in  1832,  and  did  array  this 
State  against  the  Federal  Government.    And  I  main- 
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tain  that  this  State  did  triumph  then.  Mr,  Clay  said, 
before  the  nullification,  that  the  tariff'  system  had 
been  established  for  all  time.  After  the  nullification 
ordinance  Mr.  Clay  said  that  that  ordinance  abol- 
ished the  American  system,  anil  that  tlie  State  had 
triumphed.  It  is  true  that  we  were  cheated  in  the 
compromise.  The  tariff  is  not  the  gaestion  tvhich  has 
liriDii/lit  its  up  to  our  present  attitude.  We  are  giving  a 
list  of  the  causes  to  the  world — to  the  Southern 
States.  Let  them  not  quarrel  with  us  now,  when  we 
are  brought  up  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  by  the 
discussion  of  debatable  and  doctrinal  points.  The 
Whig  party,  throughout  all  the  States,  have  been  pro- 
tective tariff  men,  and  they  cling  to  that  old  issue 
with  all  the  passion  incident  to  the  pride  of  human 
opinions.  Are  we  to  go  oft'  now,  when  other  South- 
ern States  are  bringing  their  people  uj)  to  the  true 
mark — are  we  to  go  off  on  debatable  and  doctrinal 
points'!  Are  we  to  go  back  to  the  consideration  of 
this  question,  of  this  great  controversy;  go  back  to 
that  party's  politics  around  which  so  many  passions 
clusterl  Names,  sir,  are  much.  Opinions,  preju- 
diced passions,  cluster  around  names.  Our  people 
have  come  up  to  this  great  act.  lam  wilUny  in  this 
isxue  to  rest  disunion  upon  the  question  of  slavery.  It  is  thf, 
r/reat  central  point  from  which  toe  are  now  proceeding,  1 
believe,  sir,  that  the  reference  to  other  States  in  this 
address  is  all  correct.  The  gentleman  from  Chester- 
field says  that  a  certain  construction  of  one  act  of 
the  Pennsylvania  code  is  denied  by  the  citizens  of  that 
State.  /  myself  have  very  areut  douhh  ahout  the  propriety 
of  the  fugitive  slave  law.  The  Constitution  was,  in  the 
first  place,  a  compact  between  the  several  States,  and 
in  the  second  a  treaty  between  the  sections  ;  and,  I 
believe  the  fugitive  slave  law  was  a  treaty  between 
sections.  It  was  the  act  of  sovereign  States  as  sec- 
tions ;  and  I  believe,  therefore,  and  have  very  great 
doubts  whether  it  ought  not  to  have  been  left  to  the 
execution  of  the  several  States,  and,  failing  of  en- 
forcement, I  believe  it  should  have  been  regarded  as 
a  caxw  hi'li.  I  go  for  the  address  because  I  believe  it 
does  present  succinctly  and  conspicuously  what  are 
the  main  primary  causes. 

Mr.  Gregg.  If  "this  address  was  to  be  a  declaration 
.of  the  immediate  causes  which  produced  the  secession 
of  South  Carolina,  v/hat  the  gentleman  had  said  might 
be  api)llcable,  but  its  title  does  not  say  so.  Another 
document  has  been  submitted  to  this  body — an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Southern  States.  This  is  inconsistent 
with  the  other.  In  the  latter  address  all  the  causes 
are  stated  in  full.  //  'ue  wish  to  find  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  secession  of  South  Carolina,  the  immediate 
cause  of  all  is  the  election  of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Inglis.  Will  the  gentleman  inform  us  whether 
the  statutes  of  Virginia  do  not  contain  a  paragraph 
relating  to  kidnapping,  precisely  similar  to  that  of 
Pennsylvania  f 

A  Voice.  It  is  the  case  with  Georgia. 

Mr.  Keitt.  It  may  be  so,  sir,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Ingi.is.  I  say,"  Mr.  President,  I  make  no  attack 
ujjon  this  report  ;  but  I  propose  to  amend  it  by  strik- 
ing out  tlie  word  "  fifteen"  and  inserting  "  many"  in- 
stead ;  and  then  to  strike  out  the  sentence  which  co.i- 
tains  the  enumeration  of  Stares.  It  will  not  disturb 
the  order  to  omit  that. 

Mr.  D.\nGAN.  I  confess  my  difficulty  results  froiu 
the  same  sources  as  the  gentleman  from  Richland, 
Let  me  express  also  my  earnest  conviction  of  tho 
eminent  propriety  of  obtaining  a  concurrence  and 
symmetry  in  the  declaration  of  the  causes  which  led 
to  the  secession  of  South  Carolina,  and  in  the  senti- 
ments enunciated  in  the  Address  to  the  Southern 
States  ;  and  as  the  Address  to  the  Southern  States, 
which  was  read  here  to-day,  was  made  the  special 
order  for  to-morrow,  I  move  that  this  document  be 
also  made  the  special  order  at  the  same  time  and  in 
connection  with  that  subject. 

Mr.  MiDDLETON.  They  are  very  different  matters 
—the  one  an  address  to  the  Southern  people  and  the 
other  an  address  to  the  world. 

Mr.  D.\RG\N.  The  subject-matter  is  the  same. 

The  President.  The  question  will  be  on  making 
the  reiiort  of  the  Committee  declaring  Secession  the 
special  order  for  one  o'clock  to-morrow,  in  connection 
with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Slaveholding 
States  upon  the  same  subject. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

On  Monday,  December  24th,  1860,  the 
Convention  proceeded  to  consider  both  the 
Address  and  the  Declaration,  when  further 
debate  ensued. 
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Many  verbal  amendments  having  been ' 
made  to  the  latter,  I 

Mr.  J.  J.  P,  Smith  moved  to  adopt  the  [ 
former  for  the  present,  and  table  the  latter.  | 

A  Delegate.  I  second  the  motion,  and  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Louis  Wardlaw.  I  trust  that  this  Convention 
is  not  going  to  apt  hastily.  Whatever  is  done  should 
be  done  well.  This  address  will  reach  no  one  of  the 
Southern  States  before  the  elections,  unless  it  be  the 
State  of  Georgia.  There  is,  therefore,  no  special 
need  of  harrying  the  reference.  There  is  not  one 
single  sentence  of  that  address  to  which  I  do  not 
heartily  subscribe.  It  is  an  able  and  achnirable  expo- 
sition of  the  structure  of  our  Government  and  its 
general  operation.  And  yet  I  do  not  think  it  is  ex- 
actly that  which  an  address  to  our  Southern  sisters 
should  be.  I  think  it  treats  too  much  upon  some  sub- 
jects, and  does  not  touch  others  that  lare  very  im- 
portant. From  the  beginning  I  have  been  very 
anxious  that  these  two  papers  should  be  consistent 
one  with  the  other,  and  contain  all  those  matters 
which  we  confess  should  operate  either  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  Southern  peojile  or  the  opinion  of  the 
world.  Now,  sir,  my  objection  to  the  address  to  the 
Southern  people  is  that  it  does  not  dilate  as  it  should 
upon  matters  connected  with  the  immediate  cause  of 
our  secession,  but  on  matters  connected  with  slavery. 
My  objection  to  the  other  address  is,  that  it  dwells 
too  much  u))on  those  fugitive  slave  laws  and  those 
personal  liberty  bills,  which  give  it  too  much  the  appear- 
ance of  specint  plending.  Ihe  address  which  we  have 
under  consiileration  does  not  set  off  to  the  Southern 
people,  as  it  should,  our  defenceless  condition.  Al- 
ready our  adversaries  have  the  House  of  Bepresent.a- 
tives  ;  they  will  soon  have  the  Senate,  and  then  they 
can  make  the  Judiciary  what  they  please,  and  thus 
have  entire  power  over  the  Government.  It  does  not 
Bet  forth,  as  I  think  it  should,  that  the  election  of 
Lincoln  is,  in  fact,  an  edict  of  emancipation.  It  does 
not  set  forth  what  would  be  the  deleterious  effects  of 
emancipation  ;  that  emancipation  would  be  destruc- 
tion to  the  blacks  and  degradation  to  the  whites. 
Nor  doe?  this  address  set  forth  the  shameless  hypo- 
crisy of  the  North,  who,  whilst  they  cry  out  against 
what  they  call  the  sin  of  slavery,  do  not  choose  to 
relieve  themselves  of  that  which  they  assert  is  an 
evil  by  withdrawing  from  the  Confederacy.  When 
these  addresses  go  forth,  they  go  forth  as  solemn 
State  papers,  by  which  we  must  be  able  to  stand. 
For  this  reason,  every  word  should  be  i.iost  carefully 
considered,  and  nothing  superfluous  snonld  be  con- 
tained in  them  ;  nothing  important  should  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Memminger  next  took  the  floor  and  defended 
the  address  to  the  nations  of  the  world,  which  was 
reported  by  himself  After  recitinsr  its  points  and 
the  principles  it  enunciated,  he  said  :  We  show  by 
law  of  compact  that  we  are  entitled  to  leave  this 
Government.  My  friend  from  .\bbeville  savs,  in  this 
regard,  he  does  not  exactly  approve  this  document. 
Allow  me  to  say  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  that 
when  you  take  the  position  that  you  have  a  right  to 
break  your  faith,  to  destroy  an  agreement  which  you 
have  made,  to  tear  off  your  seal  from  the  docunient 
to  which  it  is  affixed,  you  are  bound  to  justify  your- 
self fully  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world  ;  for  there  is 
nothing  tliat  casts  such  a  stain  upon  the  escutcheon 
of  a  nation  as  a  breach  of  faith.  Therefore  the  docu- 
ment shows  fully  that  both  in  measure  and  in  spirit 
our  co-States  h.ave  broken  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union.  Not  only  in  letter  has  this  been  done,  but 
also  in  spirit.  The  common  agent  which  should  have 
acted  for  our  common  good  ha.«  been  converted  into 
an  instrument  for  our  destruction.  And  now  as  a 
consummating  act  a  section  i.  i  resident  has  been 
elected,  whose  chief  recommendation  was  that  he  de- 
sires to  see  slavery  abolished.  The  great  objection 
that  we  raise  is  not  to  Abraham  Lincoln  himself,  but 
because  he  is  the  representative  of  a  hostile  opinion, 
destructive  of  every  interest  of  the  South 

Mr.  Rhett  next  spoke  in  explanation  of  the  Ad- 
dress to  the  Southern  States,  which  was  reported  by 
himself.  This  committee,  lie  said,  determined  that. 
whilst  setting  forth  the  immediate  cause  which  in- 
duced South  Carolina  to  secede,  it  was  not  improper 
to  go  into  previous  causes  which  led  to  that  result. 
The  secession  of  South  Carolina  is  not  an  event  of  a  day. 
It  is  not  riin/  thing  proiiucc!  by  Mr.  Lincoln^ s  election,  or 
by  the  non-execution  ofthefugilivt  slave  law.  It  has  been 
a  matter  which  has  been  gathering  heoji  for  thirty  years. 
The  election  of  Lincoln  and  Hamlin  was  the  last 
Straw  OE  the  back  of  the  camel.    Put  it  was  not  the 


only  one.  The  back  was  nearly  broken  before. .  Th* 
point  upon  which  I  differ  from  my  friend  is  thi^:  He 
says  he  thought  it  expedient  for  us  to  put  this  great 
question  before  all  the  world  upon  this  sim])le  matter 
of  wrongs  on  the  question  of  slavery,  and  tliat  ques- 
tion turned  upon  the  fugitive  slave  law.  A'omi,  in  re- 
gard to  the  fugitive  slave  law,  I  myself  doubt  its  consti- 
tutionality, and  I  doubted  it  on  the  floor  ot  the  Sen.ate, 
when  I  was  a  member  of  that  body.  The  States, 
acting  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  should  be  respon- 
sible for  the  renditiO'  «  fugitive  slaves.  That  was 
our  best  security.  This  report  has  proceeded  upon 
the  elaborate  discussion  of  a  constitutional  question, 
about  which  the  very  ablest  men  in  this  State  have 
doubted.  When  we  go  before  the  world,  if  we  put  it 
upon  mere  matter  of  this  kind,  we  do  not  do  justice 
to  our  cause.  Sir,  to  whom  are  we  to  speak?  Is  it 
simply  to  the  North  1  We  are  about  to  sunder  our 
relations  with  that  section,  and  I  trust  forever.  Our 
treaties,  I  suppose,  will  be  with  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. Do  you  suppose  the  nations  of  Europe  will 
have  any  sympathy  with  us,  or  confidence,  or  affec- 
tion, because  of  the  violation  of  the  fugitive  slave 
law?  Germany,  and  France,  and  England,  what  do 
they  all  say  ?  Sir,  in  setting  up  our  independence  we 
are  not  to  harrow  it  down  simply  to  the  question  of 
slavery.  We  do  not  do  ourselves  justice.  The 
aggression  upon  slavery  is  the  last  consequence  of 
a  great  cause,  and  that  great  cau^e  is  the  dissolution 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  by  the  agents 
of  the  North.  It  is  that  which  led  them  to  the  ag- 
gressions upon  the  taxing  power.  It  is  that  which 
led  to  the  aggressions  upon  the  appropriation  power. 
It  is  that  which  led  to  the  aggressions  on  sla\  ery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  And  now  the  great  cause 
Is,  that  we  do  not  live  in  a  free  Government. 

Mr.  Memminger.  The  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  is  not  as  familiar  with  this  document 
as  I  am,  or  he  would  have  been  saved  the  necessity 
of  a  go'id  deal  he  lifls  said.  I  entirely  concur  in  the 
opinion  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
requires  the  rendition  of  slaves  by  the  States  and  not 
by  the  General  Government ;  and  if  any  one  will  read 
this  report  he  will  perceive  that  that  is  precisely  the 
ground  upon  which  it  proceeds.  We  there  comi)lain 
that  the  States  have  not  fulfilled  their  constitutional 
obligations — not  that  the  Federal  Government  has 
not  done  its  duty.  We  there  complain  th.it  when' 
the  Federal  Government  undertakes  to  do  that  which 
the  States  had  obligated  themselves  to  do,  they  inter- 
fen^  to  prevent  its  faithful  execution. 

Judge  Withers  said  :  I  have  not  much  to  say  to  this 
Convention,  but  the  first  thing  which  I  desire  to  sub- 
mit to  them  is  this  :  that  the  addresses  which  are  now 
upon  your  table,  an(^which  are  the  subject-matter  of 
a  motion  for  further  reference  to  the  two  committees 
rei)ortingthem,  are,  in  my  understanding,  diplomatic 
papers.  I  profess  not  to  be  much  of  a  diplomat  my- 
self, yet  I  profess  to  have  a  desire  that  this  Conven- 
tion shall  confine  itself  to  the  object  which  it  pre- 
scribes to  itself. 

What  is  the  object  of  the  Address  to  the  Southern 
People?  Is  it  not  to  conciliate  the  Southern  States 
towards  the  purposes  of  a  Southern  Confederacy  ; 
and,  as  far  as  we  can,  to  persuade  them  to  enter  into 
a  compact  with  South  Carolina?  Is  that  the  object 
of  the  Address  to  the  Slaveholding  States?  If  not, 
why  should  it  be  issued? 

It  is  said  in  the  discussion  that  the  Address  to  the 
Slaveholding  States  should  descant  upon  the  taxing 
power  nnd  the  power  to  lay  duties  upon  imports,  as 
well  as  the  exjjenditures  of  money  in  undue  propor- 
tion upon  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  among 
the  Free  States,  as  matters  of  grievances  of  the 
greatest  importance  ;  that  such  topics  ought  to  he 
found  in  this  pa])er  setting  forth  the  causes  of  Seces- 
sion. Well,  in  an  Address  to  the  People  of  the  Slave- 
holding  States  is  it  expedient  to  dwell  and  insist 
upon  a  tojiic  which  will  not  find  favor  with  all  the 
Southern  States?  I  submit  to  the  experience  of  the 
able  gentleman  who  prepared  that  address  to  say 
whether,  if  we  declared  that  we  separated  from  the 
Confederacy  because  of  the  tariff  of  protection  to 
domestic  manufactures,  he  will  find  that,  be  it  ever 
so  true,  a  sentiment  corresponding  to  public  opinion 
in  Louisiana,  Missouri,  or  Kentucky? 

All  this  matter  of  the  tariff  has  been  enacted  while 
the  Confederacy  existed,  and  with  South  Carolina  as 
a  party  to  the  transaction.  When  it  begun  in  1816. 
Who  was  it  voted  for  a  tariff  highly  protective  to 
domestic  manufactures?  Did  not  that  great  man 
whom  we  all  reverence,  both  living  and  dead— I  mean 
Mr.  Calhoun— vote  for  this  measure?  Did  not  the 
Representative  in  the  House  from  the  Congressional 
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district  including  Richland  vote  for  the  tariff  of  1816?  Has 
t.iere  over  btfcn  a  time  when  Louisiana,  >jissouri,  and 
Kentucky  were  not  in  favor  of  a  protectiv^o  tariff;  not  only 
for  protection  of  domestic  manufactures,  In:  tor  protection 
on  the  products  of  sugar  and  ht^mp?  Are  you  sure  they 
will  joiu  you  in  saying  they  should  dissolve  the  Uuion  on 
account  of  the  existing  tariff  giving  protection  to  domestic 
manufactures  ?  You  believe,  and  so  do  I,  that  there  has 
been  a  perversion  of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  im- 
posts for  the  purpose  of  protection  t  >  domestic  manufac- 
tures. I  know  of  no  time,  from  tlie  period  of  my  entering 
college  in  1623,  that  I  did  not  believe  it  was  a  bold  and 
daring  invasion  of  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Undoubtedly  this  is  my  opinion,  undoubtedly  this  is  the 
opinion  of  South  Carolina.  Then  if  I  had  to  draw  these 
papers,  if  I  should  present  my  views  and  opinions  iu  a 
common  address  to  the  Slaveholding  States,  I  should  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  leaving  out  all  topics  of  that  descrii> 
tion,  when  I  believe  that  three  of  these  States  difler  in 
sentiment  with  South  Carolina.  It  appears  to  me,  there- 
fore, we  have  not  exactly  hit  upon  the  matter  which  is  the 
most  expedient  and  proper  in  an  Address  to  the  People  of 
the  Slaveholding  States.  It  is  a  diplomatic  document.  I 
Bhall  vote  for  it.  But  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  think  as  a 
diplomatic  paper,  that  with  respect  to  the  levying  of  duties 
on  imports,  it  is  likely  to  find  favor  with  all  our  sUxveholdiug 
friends  i'or  whom  this  tariff  was  designed  as  well  as  for  the 
North. 

In  regard  to  expenditures  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment of  its  income,  we  all  know  very  well  that  the  great 
b«ilk  has  gone  within  the  Northern  States — that  there  have 
been,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  favorite 
States. 

When  we  complain  in  the  aggregate,  or  in  general  terms, 
when  we  say  that  the  grievances  of  South  Carolina  are 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  Treasury  has  been  depleted  by 
illegal  means,  and  in  undue  proiwrtion  administered  to  the 
North,  I  question  whetlier  we  are  quite  safe  in  alleging 
that  as  a  grievance  of  South  Carolina,  without  qualifica- 
tion. There  has  been  an  unfaithful  execution  of  the  Con- 
stitution on  the  part  of  its  own  general  agent  in  that 
respect.  But  let  us  not  forget  to  confess  the  truth  under 
any  and  all  circumstances.  What  liave  we  ourselves  boi  n 
doing  ?  And  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  too,  where  have 
you  bought  your  supplies,  and  with  whom  do  you  trade? 
Where  has  the  great  surplus  of  your  money  been  necessa- 
rily spent  ?  Where  has  it  gone  to  ?  Hits  it  not  gone  to 
these  people  who  have  received  the  Federal  money  ?  Gov- 
ernment and  individuals  have  sought  the  same  market. 
Why  ?  Because  nobody  else  could  furnish  the  articles 
each  wanted.  Can  you  say,  therefore,  that  the  Federal 
Government  is  to  be  blamed  for  spending  a  large  amount 
of  money  iu  the  nou-slaveholding  States  ?  Where  was  the 
Federal  Government  obliged  to  get  its  necessary  support 
for  the  army  and  navy?  Where  could  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment fill  up  the  ranlcs  of  its  army  and  navyl'  AVill  you 
not  allow  the  Government  to  buy  of  its  own  citizens,  as  we 
have  all  done?  If  by  the  cunning  of  these  men  in  the 
nou-slaveholding  States  they  have  been  able  to  present  to 
the  Go\ernment  inducements  to  obtain  their  supplies,  can 
we  complain  ?  Where  else  could  they  have  beeji  procured  V 
So  far,  the  Government  has  been  obliged  to  spend  its 
money  among  the  people  of  the  North  and  Northwest  for 
bacon,  lard,  and  all  the  supplies  of  the  army  and  navy.  I 
submit  these  views  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Convention  to  the  fact  that  we  may  go  too  far 
in  this  document,  and  use  assertions  too  strong. 

In  respect  to  the  argument  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  I 
concur  luUy.  I  heard  something  said  here  questioning  the 
Constitutionality  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  as  it  is  called. 
This  is  a  difficult  question.  In  the  case  of  Prigg  and  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  all  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States  Court  but  two  declared  that  Congress,  and 
Congress  alone,  could  provide  legislation  to  execute  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States . 
Immediately  after  that  decision  the  astute  Legislatures  of 
the  New  England  States  seized  upon  that  decision  and 
passed  their  liberty  laws,  Invoking  the  doctrine  announced 
in  the  case  of  Prigg  vs.  the  Commonwealth  of  Peimsyl- 
vania.  Could  any  mac  say  that  South  CaroUua  should 
Bepaiate  from  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the  Con- 
g/ess of  the  United  States  passing  such  a  law?  A  like 
law  w.as  passed  in  1793.  Did  our  people  object  to  it  then? 
I  confess  I  have  a  reverence  for  antiquitj'.  I  profess  to 
have  a  veneration  of  the  men  of  17y3--Christopher  Gads- 
den, John  Uutledge,  the  Pinckneys,  and  others.  I  profess 
to  believe  that  they  were  as  patriotic  as  I  profess  to  be.  If 
we  made  no  objection  at  that  time  to  the  power  of  Congress 
to  pass  a  fugitive  slave  law.  under  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Unitm!  States,  I  hold  it  would  be  unsafe 
for  the  Convention  of  South  Carolina  to  say  that  that  is 


a  cause  for  which  she  separates  from  the  United  States, 
It  was  a  matter,  as  long  ago  as  1643,  of  stipulation  be- 
tween Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  another  colony, 
that  they  should  deliver  each  other's  fugitive  slaves.  It 
was  a  matter  between  the  colonies  that  each  colony  should 
deliver  fugitives.  As  long  ago  as  that  period  Congress  did 
exercise  this  power,  and  we  did  acquiesce  and  never  voted 
against  it. 

If  I  were  to  stand  here  and  declare  the  various  causes 
which  led  me  to  subscribe  my  name  to  the  Act  of  Secession, 
I  should  insist  on  some  other  con.siderationa  besides  those 
suggested  by  this  address.  I  would  have  said  that  when  a 
citizen  of  Maiyland  went  to  Pennsylvania  to  recover  his 
fugitive  under  an  act  of  Congress  they  murdered  him,  and 
his  murderer*  escaped  from  justice  in  the  court  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Then  was  the  time  for  Maryland  to  have  de- 
manded justice  nnder  the  compact.  It  was  then  I  would 
have  stood  up  for  the  rights  of  that  slaveholder.  If  I 
chose  further  to  afflict  this  Convention  I  could  bring  before 
them  a  long  catalogue  of  grievances.  I  think  if  every 
member  of  the  Convention  should  draw  up  an  indictment 
against  the  pcple  of  the  unfaithful  confederate  States,  and 
you  might  have  any  number  of  addresses  upon  that  subject, 
you,  wotddiyrobahbj  findnotwo  very  nearly  alike.  Since, 
therefore,  every  one's  taste  and  judgment  cannot  be  an- 
swered, if  there  be  no  substantial  objection  to  the  addresses 
before  us,  as  I  think  there  is  not,  it  is  propi»  to  vote  for 
them,  and  I  shall  do  so. 

The  papers  were  both  adopted. 

A  third  report  was  mad^  to  the  Convention 
by  Judge  Wi  hers  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
lations with  the  Shtveholding  States  of  North 
America,  which  should  be  included,  to  make 
the  catalogue  complete  : 

The  committee  on  "relations  with  the  slaveholding 
states  of  North  America,''  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  carefully  considered  the  three  several  propositions  con- 
tained iu  the  resolutions  referred  to  them,  which  were  sub- 
mitted in  convention  by  three  several  members  from  St. 
Phillip's  and  St.  Jlichael's.  All  the  resolutions  referred  to 
the  committee  look  to  the  purpose  of  confederate  relations 
with  our  sister  states  of  the  South,  having  common  interests 
with  us,  and  every  canse,  as  we  trust,  to  indulge  towards 
us  comuion  sympathies  and  to  contract  cordial  relations. 
In  sucli  a  purpose  the  committee  entirely  and  unanimously 
concur,  and  they  recommend  that  every  proper  measure  be 
adopte<l  to  accomplish  such  an  end.  Upon  this  subject  so 
much  unanimity  prevails,  and  has  long  prevailed  in  this 
state,  that  an  argument  tlnreupon  would  be  wholly  su- 
perfluous. All  seem  to  agree  that  the  first  step  proper  to 
be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  and  securing  the 
confederation  we  seek,  is  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers, by  the  authority  of  tliis  convention,  to  such  states  of 
the  South  as  may  call  conventions  to  consider  and  deter- 
mine their  future  political  relations. 

The  committee  advise  that  such  steps  be  taken  by  this 
convention,  hoping  and  believing  that  our  sister  states  of 
the  South  will  correctly  interpret  our  action  in  taking  the 
initiative  as  arising,  by  no  means,  from  any  presimiptuous 
arrogance,  but  from  the  advance  position  which  circum- 
stances have  given  to  this  state  in  the  line  of  procedure  for 
the  great  design  of  maintaining  the  rights,  the  security 
and  the  very  existence  of  the  slaveholding  South. 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  anxious  consideration  with 
the  committee  whether  the  commissioners,  whose  appoint- 
ment they  recommend,  should  be  instructed  to  tender  any 
basis  of  a  temporary  or  jjrovisional  government  to  the 
states  to  which  they  may  be  accredited. 

The  instrument  called  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  has  been  suggested  as  a  suitable  and 
proper  basis  to  be  offered  for  a  provisional  government. 

The  suggestion  has  been  commended  to  the  conimitteo 
by  various  considerations,  which  cannot  now  be  set  forth 
in  full  or  at  large.     Among  these  are  : 

That  the  said  instrument  was  the  work  of  minds  of  the 
first  order,  in  strength  and  accomplishment. 

That  it  was  most  carefully  constructed  by  comprehensive 
views  and  careful  e.xaminations  of  details. 

That  expei fence  has  proved  it  to  be  a  good  form  of  gov- 
ernment for  those  sufficiently  virtuous,  intelligent  and 
patriotic  to  cause  it  to  be  fairly  and  honestly  construed 
and  impartially  administered. 

That  the  settled  opinion  of  this  state  has  never  been  ad- 
verse to  that  plan  of  government  of  confederated  statoe,  on 
account  of  anything  in  its  structure;  but  the  dissatisfaction 
is  attributable  to  tlie  false  glosses,  and  dangerous  miiiuier- 
pretation,  and  perversion  of  sundry  of  its  provisions,  even 
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to  the  extent,  in  one  particular,  of  so  covering  up  the  real  I  ernment  for  Buch  states,  which  proposed  plan  shall  be 
purposes  of  certain  legislation,  (meant  to  protect  domestic  referred  back  to  the  several  state  conventions  for  their 
manufactures  in  one  section),  as  to  estop  the  supreme  court     adoption  or  rejection. 

in  its  opinion,  from  judicially  perceiving  the  real  design.        i'ourth.    That  eight  deputies  shall  be  elected  by  ballot 
That  it  presents  a  complete  scheme  of  confederation,  ca-    by  this  convention,  who  shall  be  authorized  to  mett  in 


pable  of  being  speedily  put  into  operation;  familiar  by 
long  acquaintance  with  its  provisions,  and  their  true  import 
to  the  people  of  the  South,  many  of  whom  are  believed  to 
cherish  a  degree  of  veneration  for  it,  and  would  feel  safe 
under  it,  when  in  their  own  hands,  for  interpretation  and 
administration,  especially  as  the  jjortious  that  havj  been, 
by  perversion,  made  potent  for  mischief  and  oppression  in 
the  hands  of  adverse  and  inimical  interests,  have  received 
a  settled  consti'uction  by  the  South.  That  a  speedy  con- 
federation by  the  South  is  desirable  in  the  highest  degree, 
which,  it  is  supposed,  must  be  temporary  at  first,  (if  ac- 
comphshed  as  soon  as  it  should  be  i,  and.  no  better  basis 
than  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  likely  to  be 
suggested  or  adopled  for  temporary  purposes. 

That  the  opinions  of  those  to  whom  it  is  designed  to 
offer  it,  would  be  couciliat<'d  by  the  testimony  the  very  act 
itself  would  carry,  that  South  Carolina  meant  to  ss-ek  no 
selhsh  advantage,  nor  to  ind  ulge  the  least  spirit  of  dictation. 
That  such  form  of  government  is  more  nr  less  known  to 
Europe,  and,  if  adopted,  would  indicate  abroad  that  the 
seceding  southern  states  had  the  foresight  and  energy  to 
put  into  operation  forthwith,  a  scheme  of  government  and 
administration  competent  to  produce  a  /prompt  organiza- 
tion for  internal  necesi;ities,  and  a  suificient  protection  of 
foreign  commerce  liirected  hither,  as  well  as  to  guarantee 
foreign  powers  in  tlie  confidence  that  a  new  confederacy 
had  immediately  arisen,  quite  adequate  to  supercede  all  the 
evils,  internal  and  external,  of  a  partial  or  total  inter- 
regnum. 

That  its  speedy  adoption  would  work  happily  as  areviv- 
ifj"ing  agency  in  matters  financial  and  ccjmmercial between 
the  states  adoptingit,  and  between  them  as  a  united  power 
and  foreign  commercial  nations,  and  at  the  same  time 
would  combine,  without  delay,  a  power  touching  purse  and 
sword,  that  might  bring  to  a  prudent  issue  the  reflections 
of  those  who  may  perchance  be  contemplating  .an  invasion, 
or  to  an  issue  disastrous  to  them,  the  attempted  execution 
of  such  unholy  design. 

Such  are  some  of  the  considerations,  very  rapidly  stated, 
which  address  themselves  to  this  subject.  It  is  contended 
that  some  limitation  of  the  power  to  levy  duties,  and  that 
to  i-egulato  commerce,  (and  perhaps  other  provisions  of  the 
said  constitution),  may  be  desirable,  and  are  in  fact  so,  to 
some  of  tlie  committee,  yet  these  modifications  may  be 
safely  left  to  a  period  when  the  articles  of  a  permanent 
government  maj'  be  settled,  and  that,  meantime,  the  con- 
stitution referred  to  will  serve  tlie  purpose  of  a  temporary 
confederation,  which  the  committee  unite  in  beUeviug 
ought  to  be  sought,  through  all  proper  measures,  most 
earnestly. 

It  is  also  submitted,  that  if  the  tender  of  the  said  con- 
stitution, even  as  a  provisional  government,  should,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  convention,  bo  accompanied  by  a  condition 
that  it  be  subject  to  specific  limitations,  expositions  of 
ambiguities,  or  modifications,  the  committee  would  re- 
spectfully refer  to  the  convention  itself  such  matters;  and 
this  is  done,  not  because  the  committee  would  not  willing- 
ly consider  and  report  upon  such  subject,  but  because 
they  deem  it  due  to  the  convention  and  the  public  interest 
that  they  should  now  lay  before  the  convention  the  reso- 
lutions, which  the  majority  of  the  committee  recommend 
to  the  convention  as  fit  to  be  adopted,  viz : 

Ri'Solved,  First.  That  this  convention  do  appoint  a  com- 
missioner to  proceed  to  each  of  the  slaveholding  states  that 
may  assemble  in  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
our  orihnance  of  sectssiou  before  the  same,  and  respectfully 
inviting  their  co-operation  in  the  formation  with  us  of  a 
southern  confederacy. 

Second.  That  our  commissioners  aforesaid,  be  further 
authorized  to  submit,  on  our  part,  the  federal  constitution, 
as  the  bixsis  of  a  provisional  government  for  sui-h  states  as 
shall  have  withdrawn  from  their  connection  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  America  :  Provided,  That 
the  said  provisional  government,  and  tbe  tenures  of  all 
officers  and  appointments  ari.'^ing  under  it,  shall  cease  and 
determine  in  two  years  from  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  or 
when  a  permanent  government  shall  have  been  organized. 
Third.  That  the  said  commissioners  be  authorized  to  in- 
vite the  seceding  stales  to  meet  in  convention,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing and  putting  in  motion  such  provisional  government, 
ami  so  that  the  said  provisional  government  shall  be  orga- 
nized and  go  into  etfect  at  the  earliest  period  previous  to 


convention  such  deputies  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  other 
slaveholding  states  who  may  secede  from  the  Federal  Union, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions ;  and  that  it  be  recommencted  to  the  said  states 
that  each  state  bo  entitled  to  one  vote  in  the  said  conven- 
tion, upon  all  questions  which  may  be  voted  upon  therein ; 
and  that  each  state  send  as  many  deputies  as  are  equal  in 
number  to  the  number  of  senators  and  representatives  to 
which  it  was  entitled  in  the  CongTess  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  question,  of  sending  copies  of  the 
Ordinance  and  tue  accompanying  Declara- 
tion of  Causes  and  the  Address,  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  slaveholding  States,  there  ■was 
a  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Dargan  urged  the  pro- 
priety of  notifying  the  authorities  of  all  the 
States,  which  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  Dargan  said :  A  statement  of  the  rea- 
sons is  required,  as  well  as  the  Ordinance  of 
Secession.  Courtesy  to  our  late  Confederates, 
whether  enemies  or  not,  calls  for  the  reasons 
that  have  actuated  us.  It  is  not  true,  in 
point  of  fact,  that  all  the  Northern  people  are 
hostile  to  the  rights  of  the  South.  We  have 
a  Spartan  band  in  every  Northern  State.  It  is 
due  to  them  they  should  know  the  reasons  which 
iyijluence  us.  According  to  our  apprehensions 
the  necessity  which  exists  for  our  immediate 
withdrawal  from  association  with  the  North- 
ern States  is  that  this  hostile  Abolition  party 
have  the  control  of  the  Government,  and  there 
is  no  hope  of  rediess  for  our  grievances. 

Speech  of  Alexander   H.  Stephens, 
November  14:th,  1860. 

As  against  these  allegations,  we  insert  the 
speech  of  lion.  Alexander  H.  Stephens  of 
Georgia,  before  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 
November  14th,  1860,  and  an  extract  from 
his  speech  in  the  Convention  of  Georgia,  of 
January,  1861; 

Fellow-Citi/.ens : — I  appear  before  you  to-night,  at  the 
request  of  members  of  the  Legislature  and  others,  to 
speak  of  matters  of  the  deepest  interest  that  can  x^ossibly 
concern  us  all  of  an  earthlj-  character.  There  is  nothing — 
no  question  or  subject  connected  with  this  life — that  con- 
cerns a  free  people  so  intimately  as  that  of  the  government 
under  which  they  live.  We  are  now,  indeed,  surrounded 
by  evils.  Never,  since  I  entered  upon  the  public  stage, 
has  the  country  been  so  environed  with  difficulties  and 
dangers  that  threatened  the  public  peace,  and  the  very 
existence  of  societj',  as  now.  I  do  not  now  appear  before 
you  at  my  own  instance.  It  is  not  to  gratify  a  desire  of 
my  own  that  I  am  here.  Had  I  consulted  iny  own  ease 
and  pleasure  1  should  not  be  before  you;  but,  believing 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  give  his 
counsels  and  views  whenever  the  country  is  in  danger, 
as  to  the  best  policy  to  be  pursued;  I  am  here.  For  these 
reasons,  and  these  only,  do  1  bespeak  a  calm,  patient  and 
attentive  hearing. 

My  object  is  not  to  stir  up  strife,  but  to  allay  it ;  not  to 
appeal  to  your  i;»issions,  but  to  yom-  reason.  Hood  govern- 
ments can  never  bo  built  up  or  sustained  by  the  impulse  of 
Ijassion.  I  wish  to  address  myself  to  your  good  sense  to 
your  goodjudgm(mt,  and  if,  alter  hearing,  you  disagree,' let 
us  agree  to  disagrSe,  and  part  i«  we  met,  friends.  \\v.  nil 
have  the  same  object,  the  same  interest.  That  people 
should  disagree,  in  republican  governments,  upon  ques- 
tions of  public  policy,  is  natural.  That  men  should 
disagree  upon  all  matters  connected  with  human  investi- 
gation, whether  relating  to  science  or  human  conduct,  is 
natural.  Hence,  in  free  governments,  parties  will  arise, 
lint  a  free  people  should  express  their  different  opinions 


the  4th  day  of  March,  1861,  and  that  the  same  convention  ^syith  liberahty  and  charitv,  with  no  acrimony  toward 
of  seceded  states  shall  proceed  forthwith  to  consider  and  ^hose  of  their  fellows  when  honestly  and  sincerely  given 
propose  a  constitution  and  plan   for  a  permanent  gov-    xhese  are  mv  fecliuss  to-uiirht. 
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Let  us.  therefore,  reason  tojrether.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
to  say  aught  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  individual  who 
may  be  present ;  and  if,  in  the  ardency  with  which  I  shall 
express  my  opinions,  I  shall  say  any  thing  which  may  be 
deemed  too  strong,  let  it  be  set  down  to  the  zeal  with  which 
I  advocate  my  own  convictions.  There  is  with  me  no  inten- 
tion to  irritate  or  ofl'end. 

The  first  question  that  presents  Itself  is,  shall  the  people 
of  the  South  secede  from  the  Union  in  consequence  of  the 
el  action  of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States?  My  country  men,!  teU  you  frankli/,  candidly  and  euj-- 
nestly,  that  I  do  not  think  that  they  r>tt{/ht.  In  my  judgment 
the  election  of  no  man,  constitutionally  chosen  to  that  high 
oflSce.  is  sufficient  cause  f  jr  any  State  to  separate  from  the 
Union.  It  ought  to  stand  by  and  aid  still  in  maintaining 
the  Constitution  and  the  country.  To  make  a  point  of  re-  ; 
sistance  to  the  government,  to  withdraw  from  it  because  a 
man  has  been  constitutionally  elected,  puts  us  in  the  wrong. 
We  are  pledged  to  maintain  the  Constitution.  Many  of  us 
have  sworn  to  support  it.  Can  we,  therefore,  for  the  mere 
election  of  a  man  to  the  Presidency,  and  that  too  in  accord- 
ance with  the  prescribed  forms  of  the  Constitution,  make  a 
point  of  resistance  to  the  government  with^iut  becoming 
the  breakers  of  that  sacred  instrument  ourselves — with- 
draw ourselves  from  it  ?  Would  we  not  be  in  the  wrong  ? 
Whatever  fate  is  to  befall  this  country,  let  it  never  be  laid 
to  the  charge  of  the  people  of  the  South,  and  especially  to 
the  people  of  Georgia,  that  we  were  untrue  to  our  national 
engagements.  Let  the  fault  and  the  wrong  rest  upon  others. 
If  all  our  hopes  are  to  be  blasted,  if  the  Republic  is  to  go 
down,  let  us  be  fnind  to  the  last  moment  standing  on  the 
deck,  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  waving 
over  our  heads.  Let  the  fanatics  of  the  North  break  the 
Constitution,  if  such  is  their  fell  purpose.  Let  the  respon- 
sibility be  upon  them.  I  shall  speak  presently  more  of 
their  acts ;  but  let  not  the  South— let  us  not  be  the  ones  to 
commit  the  aggression.  We  went  into  the  election  with 
this  people.  The  result  was  different  from  what  we  wished ; 
but  the  election  has  been  constitutionally  held.  Were  we 
to  make  a  point  of  resistance  to  the  Government  and  go  out 
cf  the  Union  on  that  account,  t!ie  record  would  be  made  up 
hereafter  against  ua. 

But  it  is  said  Mr.  Lincoln's  policy  and  principles  are 
against  the  Constitution,  and  that  if  he  carries  them  out  it 
will  be  destructive  of  our  rights.  Let  us  not  anticipate 
a  threatened  evil.  If  he  violates  the  Constitution,  then 
will  come  our  time  to  act.  Do  not  let  us  break  it  because, 
f  prsooth,  he  may.  If  he  does,  that  is  the  time  for  us  to 
strike.  I  think  it  would  be  i"in  licious  and  unwise  to  do 
this  sooner.  I  do  not  antici|iiu>  that  Mr.  Lincoln  will  do 
any  thing  to  jeopard  our  safety  'iv  security,  whatever  may 
be  his  spirit  to  do  it;  for  he  is  bound  by  the  constitutional 
checks  which  are  thrown  around  him.  which  at  this  time 
render  him  powerless  to  do  any  great  mischief  This  shows 
the  wisdom  of  our  system.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  is  no  Emperor,  no  dictator — he  is  clothed  with  no 
absolute  power.     He  can  do  nothing  unless  he  is  backed  by 

Eower  in  Congress.  The  House  of  Kepresentatives  is 
irgely  in  the  majority  ag'unst  him. 

In  the  Senate  he  will  also  be  powerless.  There  will  be  a 
majority  of  four  against  him.  This,  after  the  loss  of  Bigler, 
Fitch,  and  others,  by  the  unfortunate  dissensions  of  the 
National  Democratic  party  in  their  States.  Mr.  Lincoln 
cannot  appoint  an  officer  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 
He  cannot  form  a  cabinet  without  the  same  consent.  lie 
will  be  in  the  condition  of  George  III.  (the  embodiment  of 
Toryism!,  who  had  to  ask  the  whigs  to  appoint  his  minis- 
ters, and  was  compelled  to  receive  a  cabinet  utterly  op- 
posed to  his  views  :  and  so  Mr.  Lincoln  will  be  compelled 
to  ask  of  the  Senate  to  choose  for  him  a  cabinet,  if  the  De- 
mocracy of  that  body  choose  to  put  him  on  such  terms.  He 
will  be  compelled  to  do  this  or  let  the  government  stop,  if 
the  National  Democratic  men — for  that  is  their  name  at  the 
North — the  conservative  men  in  the  Senate,  should  so  de- 
termine. Then  how  can  Mr.  Lincoln  obtain  a  cabinet 
which  would  aid  him,  or  allow  him  to  violate  the  Consti- 
tution ? 

Why,  then,  I  say,  should  we  disrupt  the  ties  of  this  Union 
when  his  hands  are  tied,  when  he  can  do  nothing  againsb- 
D3?  I  have  heard  it  mooted  that  no  man  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  who  is  true  to  her  interests,  could  hold  office  under 
Mr.  Lincoln.  But,  I  ask,  who  appoints  to  ollice  ?  Not  the 
President  alone ;  the  Senate  has  to  concur.  No  man  can  be 
appointed  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  Should  any 
man  then  refuse  to  hold  office  that  was  given  to  him  by  a 
Democratic  Senate?  [Mr.  Toombs  interrupted,  and  said  if 
the  Senate  was  Democratic  it  was  for  Mr.  Breckinridge.] 
Well,  then,  continued  Mr.  S.,  I  apprehend  no  man  could  be 
justly  considered  untrue  to  the  interests  of  Georgia,  or  in- 
cur any  disgrace,  if  the  interests  of  Georgia  required  it.  to 
hold  an  office  which  a  Breckinridge  Senate  had  given  him, 
even  though  Mr.  Lincoln  should  be  President. 

I  trust,  my  countrymen,  you  will  be  still  and  silent.  I 
am  addressing  your  good  sense.  I  am  giving  you  my  views 
in  a  calm  and  dispassionate  manner,  and  if  any  of  you  differ 
With  me,  you  can,  on  any  other  occasion,  give  your  views 


as  I  am  doing  now,  and  let  reason  and  true  patriotism  de- 
cide between  us.  In  my  judgment,  I  SHy,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, there  would  be  no  possible  disgrace  for  a 
Southern  man  to  hold  office.  No  man  will  be  suffered  to  be 
appointed,  I  have  no  doubt,  who  is  not  true  to  the  Consti- 

;  tutiou,  if  Southern  Senators  are  true  to  their  trusts,  as  I 

:  cannot  permit  myself  to  doubt  that  they  will  be. 

I  My  honorable  friend  who  addressed  you  last  night  (Mr. 
Toombs),  and  to  whom  I  listened  with  the  profoundest  at- 

,  tentiou,  asks  if  we  would  submit  tg  Black  Republican  rule  ? 

;  I  say  to  you  and  to  him,  as  a  Georgian,  I  never  would  sub- 
mit to  any  Black  Republican  aggression  upon  our  constitu- 
tional rights.  I'will  never  consent  myself,  as  much  as  I 
admire  tliis  Union  for  the  glories  of  the  past,  or  tlie  bless- 
ings of-the  present — as  much  as  it  has  done  for  the  people 

i  of  all  these  States — as  much  as  it  has  done  for  civilization 
— as  much  as  the  hopes  of 'the  world  hang  upon  it,  I  would 
never  submit  to  aggression  upon  my  rights  to  maintain  it 
longer;  and  if  they  cannot  be  maintained  in  the  Union, 
standing  on  the  Georgia  platform,  where  I  have  stoi>d  from 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  I  would  be  in  favor  of  disrupting 
every  tie  which  binds  the  States  together. 

I  will  have  equality  for  Georgia  and  for  the  citizens  of 
Georgia,  in  this  Union,  or  I  will  look  for  new  safeguards 

'  elsewhere.  This  is  my  position.  The  only  question  now  is, 
can  they  be  secured  in  the  Union  ?  That  is  what  I  am 
counseling  with  you   to-night  about.     Can  it  be  secured  ? 

j  In  my  judgment  it  may  be,  but  it  may  not  be;  but  let  us 
do  all  we  can,  so  that  in  the  future,  if  the  worst  come,  it 
may  never  be  said  that  we  were  negligent  in  doing  our  duty 
to  the  last. 

1  My  countrymen,  I  am  not  of  those  who  believe  this  Union 
has  been  a  curse  up  to  this  time.  True  men,  men  of  integ- 
rity, entertain  different  views  from  me  on  this  subject.  I 
do  not  question  their  right  to  do  so ;  I  would  not  impugn 
their  motives  in  so  doing.  Nor  will  I  undertake  to  say.that 
this  government  of  our  fathers  is  perfect.  There  is  nothing 
perfect  in  this  world  of  a  human  origin — nothing  connected 
with  human  nature,  from  man  himself  to  any  of  his  works. 
You  may  select  the  wisest  and  best  men  for  your  judges, 
and  yet  how  ntany  defects  are  there  in  the  administration 
of  jnstice?  You  may  select  the  wisest  and  best  men  for 
your  legislators,  and  yet  how  many  defects  are  ajiparent 
in  your  laws?     Arid  it  is  so  in  our  Government. 

But  tliat  this  government  of  our  fathers,  with  all  its  de- 
fects, comes  nearer  the  objects  of  all  good  governments 
than  any  other  on  the  face  of  the  earth  is  my  settled  convic- 
tion. Contrast  it  now  with  any  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
[England,  said  Mr.  Toombs.]  England,  my  friend  says.  Well, 
that  is  the  next  best,  I  grant ;  but  I  think  we  have  improved 
upon  England.  Statesmen  tried  their  apprentice  hand  on  the 
government  of  England,  and  then  ours  was  made.  Ours 
sprting  from  that,  avoiding  many  of  its  defects,  taking  most 
of  the  good  and  leaving  out  many  of  its  errors,  and  from 
the  whole  constructing  and  building  up  this  model  Repub- 
lic— the  best  which  the  history  of  the  world  gives  any  ac- 
count of 

Compare,  my  friends,  this  Government  with  that  of  Spain, 
Me.xico,  the  South  American  Republics,  Germany,  Ireland 
— are  there  any  sons  of  that  down-trodden  nation  here  to- 
night?— Prussia,  or,  if  yof  travel  further  east,  to  Turkey  or 
China.  Where  will  you  go,  following  the  sun  in  its  circuit 
round  our  globe,  to  find  a  government  that  better  protect* 
the  liberties  of  its  people,  and  secures  to  them  the  blessings 
we  enjoy  ?  I  think  that  one  of  the  evils  that  beset  us  is  a 
surfeit  of  liberty,  an  exuberance  of  the  priceless  blessings 
fjr  which  we  are  ungrateful.  We  listened  to  my  honorable 
friend  who  addressed  you  last  night  (Mr.  Toombs)  as  he 
recounted  the  evils  of  this  Government. 

The  first  was  the  fishing  bounties,  paid  mostly  to  the 
sailors  of  New  England.  Our  friend  stated  that  forty-eight 
years  of  our  government  was  under  the  administration  of 
Southern  Presidents.  Well,  these  fishing  bounties  began 
under  the  rule  of  a  Southern  President,  I  believe.  No  on« 
of  them  during  the  whole  forty-eight  years  ever  set  his  ad- 
ministration against  the  principle  or  policy  of  them.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  say  whether  it  was  a  wise  policy  in  the  begin- 
ning ;  it  probably  was  not,  and  I  have  nothing  to  say  in  its 
defence.  But  the  reason  given  for  it  was  to  encourage  our 
young  men  to  go  to  sea  and  learn  to  manage  ships.  We 
had  at  the  time  but  a  small  navy.  It  was  thought  best  tc 
encourage  a  class  of  our  people  to  become  acquainted  with 
seafaring  life,  to  become  sailors — to  man  our  naval  ships. 
It  requires  practice  to  walk  the  deck  of  a  shij),  to  furl  the 
sails,  to  go  aloft,  to  climb  the  mast ;  and  it  was  thought,  \fy 
offering  this  iMUiity,  a  nursery  might  be  formed  in  which 
young  men  would  become  perfected  in  these  arts,  and  it  ap- 
plied to  one  section  of  the  country  as  well  as  to  any  other. 

The  result  of  this  was,  that  in  the  war  of  1S12  our  sailors, 
many  of  whom  came  from  this  nursery,  were  equal  to  any 
that  Knglan<l  brought  against  us.  At  any  rate,  no  small 
part  of  the  glories  of  that  war  were  g.ained  by  the  veteran 
tars  of  America,  and  the  object  of  these  bounties  was  to 
foster  that  branch  of  the  national  defence.  Jly  opinion  is 
that  whatever  may  have  been  the  reason  at  first,  this 
bounty  ought  to  be  discontinued — the  reason  for  it  at  first 
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no  longer  exists.  A  bill  for  this  object  did  pass  the  Senate 
the  last  Congress  I  was  in,  to  which  my  honorable  friend 
contributed  greatly,  but  it  was  not  reached  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I  trust  that  he  will  yet  see  that  he  may 
with  honor  continue  his  connection  with  the  government, 
and  that  his  eloquence,  unrivalled  in  the  Senate,  may  here- 
after, as  heretiifore,  be  displayed  in  having  this  bounty,  so 
obnoxious  to  him,  repealed,  and  wiped  off  from  the  statute 
book. 

The  next  evil  which  my  friend  complained  of  was  the 
tariff.  Well,  let  us  look  at  that  for  a  moment.  About  the 
time  I  commenced  noticing  public  matters,  this  question 
was  agitating  the  country  almost  as  fearfully  as  the  slave 
question  now  is.  In  1832,  when  I  wa!%  in  college.  South 
Carolina  was  ready  to  nullify  or  secede  from  the  Union  on 
this  account.  And  what  have  we  seen?  The  tariff  no 
longer  distracts  the  public  counsels.  Reason  has  tri- 
umphed! The  present  tariff  was  voted  for  by  Massachu- 
setts and  South  Carolina.  The  lion  and  the  lamb  lay  down 
together — every  man  in  the  Senate  and  House  from  Massa- 
chusetts and  South  Carolina,  I  think,  voted  for  it,  as  did 
my  honorable  friend  himself.  And  if  it  be  true,  to  use  the 
figure  of  speech  of  my  honorable  friend,  that  every  man 
in  the  North  that  works  in  iron,  and  brass  and  wood,  has 
his  muscle  strengthened  by  the  protection  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  stimulant  was  given  by  his  vote,  and  I  believe 
every  other  Southern  man.  So  we  ought  not  to  complain 
of  tliat. 

Mr.  Toombs.     The  tariff  assessed  the  duties. 

Mr.  Stephens.  Yes.  and  Massachusetts  with  unanimity 
voted  with  the  South  to  lessen  them,  and  they  were  made 
just  as  low  as  Southern  men  asked  them  to  be,  and  that  is 
the  rate  they  are  now  at.  If  reason  and  argument,  with 
experience,  produced  such  changes  in  the  sentiments  of 
Massachusetts  from  1832  to  18-57,  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff,  maj'  not  like  changes  be  effected  there  by  the  same 
means — reason  and  argument,  and  appeals  to  patriotism  on 
the  present  vexed  question  ?  And  who  can  say  that  by 
187.5  or  1890  Massachusetts  may  not  vote  with  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  upon  all  those  qtiestions  that  now  distract 
the  country  and  threaten  its  peace  and  existence.  I  believe 
in  the  power  and  efficiency  of  truth,  in  the  omnipotence  of 
truth,  and  its  ultimate  triumph  when  properly  wielded. 

Another  matter  of  grievance  alluded  to  by  my  honorable 
friend  was  the  Navigation  Laws.  This  policy  was  also 
commenced  under  the  Administration  of  one  of  these 
Southern  Presidents  who  ruled  so  well,  and  has  been  con- 
tinued through  all  of  them  since.  The  gentleman's  views 
of  the  policy  of  these  laws  and  my  own  do  not  disagree. 
We  occupied  the  same  ground  in  relation  to  them  in  Con-, 
gress.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  defend  them  now.  But 
it  is  proper  to  state  some  matters  connected  with  their 
origin. 

One  of  the  objects  was  to  build  up  a  commercial  American 
marine  by  giving  American  bottoms  the  exclusive  carrying- 
trade  between  our  own  ports.  This  is  a  great  arm  of  national 
power.  This  object  was  accomplished.  We  have  now  an 
amount  of  shipping,  not  only  coastwise,  but  to  foreign 
countries,  which  puts  us  in  the  front  rank  of  the  nations  of 
the  world.  England  can  no  longer  be  styled  the  Mistress  of 
the  Seas.  What  American  is  not  proud  of  the  result  ? 
Whether  those  laws  should  be  continued  is  another  question. 
But  one  thing  is  certain :  no  President,  Northern  or  South- 
ern, has  ever  yet  recommended  their  repeal.  And  my 
friend's  efforts  to  get  them  repealed  were  met  with  but 
little  favor.  North  or  South. 

The'^p.  then,  were  the  true  main  grievances  or  grounds 
of  complaint  against  the  general  system  of  our  Government 
and  its  workings — I  mean  the  administration  of  the  Federal 
Government.  As  to  the  acts  of  the  Federal  States  I  shall 
speak  presently  ;  but  these  three  were  the  main  ones  used 
against  the  common  head.  Now,  suppose  it  be  admitted 
that  all  of  these  are  evils  in  the  system;  do  they  over- 
balance and  outweigh  the  advantages  and  great  good  which 
this  same  government  affords  in  a  thousand  inmimerable 
ways  that  cannot  be  estimated?  Have  we  not  at  the  South, 
as  well  as  the' North,  grown  great,  prosperous,  and  happy 
under  its  operations?  Has  any  part  of  the  world  ever 
shown  8<ich  ra))id  progi'ess  in  the  development  of  wenlth, 
and  all  the  material  resources  of  national  power  aii<l  great- 
ness, as  the  Southern  St.ates  have  under  the  General 
Government,  notwithstanding  all  its  defects? 

Mr.  Toombs.    In  spite  of  it. 

Mr.  Stephens.  My  honorable  friend  says  we  have,  in 
ppite  of  the  General  Government ;  that  without  it,  I  suppose 
he  thinks,  we  might  have  done  as  well,  or  perhaps  better. 
than  we  have  done  this  in  spite  of  it.  That  may  be  and  it 
may  not  lie ;  but  the  great  fict  that  we  have  grown  great 
and  powerful  under  the  Government  as  it  exists — there  is 
no  conjecture  or  speculation  about  that ;  it  stands  out  bold, 
high,  and  iirominent,  like  your  Stone  Mountain,  to  which 
the  gentleman  alluded  in  illustrating  home  facts  in  his 
record — this  great  fact  of  our  tinrivalled  prosperity  in  the 
Union  as  it  is  admitted;  whether  all  this  is  in  spite  of  the 
Government — whether  we  of  the  South  would  have  been 
better  off  without  the  Government — is,  to  say  the  least, 


problematical.  On  the  one  side  we  can  only  put  the  fact 
against  speculation  and  conjecture  on  the  other.  But  even 
as  a  question  of  speculation  I  differ  with  my  distinguished 
friend. 

"\\hat  we  would  have  lost  in  border  wars  without  the 
Union,  or  what  we  have  gained  simply  by  the  peace  it  has 
secured,  no  estimate  can  be  made  of  Our  foreign  trade, 
which  is  the  foundation  of  all  our  prosperity,  has  the  protec- 
tion of  the  navy,  which  drove  the  pirates  from  the  waters 
near  our  coast,  where  they  had  been  buccaneering  for  cen- 
turies before,  and  might  have  been  still  had  it  not  been  for 
the  American  Navy,  under  the  command  of  such  spirits  as 
Commodore  Porter.  Now  that  the  coast  is  clear,  that  our 
ccmimerce  flows  freely  outwardly,  we  can  not  well  estimate 
how  it  would  have  been  under  other  circumstances.  The 
influence  of  the  Government  on  us  is  like  that  of  the  at- 
mosphere around  us.  Its  benefits  are  so  silent  and  unseen 
that  they  are  seldom  thought  of  or  appreciated. 

We  seldom  think  of  the  single  element  of  oxygen  in  the 
air  we  breathe,  and  yet  let  this  simple,  unseen  and  unfelt 
agent  be  withdrawn,  this  life-giving  element  be  taken  away 
from  this  all-pervading  fluid  around  us,  and  what  instant 
and  appalling  changes  would  take  place  in  all  organic 
creation. 

It  may  be  that  we  are  all  that  we  are  in  "  spite  of  the 
General  Government,"  but  it  may  be  that  without  it  we 
should  have  been  far  different  from  what  we  are  now.  It  is 
true  there  is  no  equal  part  of  the  earth  with  natural  re- 
sources superior  perhaps  to  ours.  That  portion  of  this 
country  known  as  the  Southern  States,  stretching  from  the 
Chesapeake  to  the  Rio  Grande,  is  fully  equal  to  the  picture 
drawn  by  the  honorable  and  eloquent  Senator  last  night,  in 
all  natural  capacities.  But  how  many  ages  and  centuries 
passed  before'these  capacities  were  developed  to  rench  this 
advanced  age  of  civilization  ?  There  these  same  hills,  rich 
in  ore,  same  rivers,  same  valleys  and  plains,  are  as  they 
have  been  since  they  came  from  the  hand  of  the  Creator; 
uneducated  and  uncivilized  man  roamed  over  them  for  how 
long  no  history  informs  us. 

It  was  only  under  our  institutions  that  they  could  be  de- 
veloped. Their  development  is  the  result  of  the  enterprise 
of  our  people,  under  operations  of  the  Government  and  in- 
stitutions under  which  we  have  lived.  Even  our  people, 
without  these,  never  would  have  done  it.  The  organization 
of  society  has  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  the 
natural  resources  of  any  country  or  any  land.  The  insti- 
tutions of  a  people,  political  and  moral,  are  the  matrix  in 
which  the  germ  of  their  organic  structure  quickens  into 
life — takes  root,  and  develops  in  form,  nature,  and  charac- 
ter. Our  institutions  constitute  the  basis,  the  matrix,  from 
which  spring  all  our  characteristics  of  development.and 
greatness.  Look  at  Greece.  There  is  the  same  fertile  soil, 
the  same  blue  sky,  the  same  inlets  and  harbors,  the  same 
^gean,  the  same  Olympus;  there  Is  the  same  land  where 
Homer  sung,  where  Pericles  spoke ;  it  is  in  nature  the  same 
old  Greece — but  it  is  living  Greece  no  more. 

Descendants  of  the  same  people  inhabit  the  country;  yet 
what  is  the  reason  of  this  vast  difference  ?  In  the  midst  of 
present  degradation  we  see  the  glorious  fragments  of  ancient 
works  of  art — temples,  with  ornaments  and  inscriptions 
that  excite  wonder  and  admiration — the  remains  of  a  once 
high  order  of  civilization,  which  have  outlived  the  lan- 
guage they  spoke — upon  them  all,  Ichabod  is  written — 
their  glory  has  departed.  Why  is  this  so?  I  answer,  their 
institutions  have  been  destroyed.  These  were  but  the 
fruits  of  their  forms  of  government,  the  matrix  from  which 
their  giand  development  sprung;  and  when  once  the  in- 
stitutions of  a  people  have  been  destroyed,  there  is  no 
earthly  power  that  can  bring  back  the  Promethean  spark 
to  kindle  them  here  again,  any  more  than  in  that  ancient 
land  of  eloquence,  poetry,  and  song. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  Italy.  Where  is  Rome,  once  the 
mistress  of  the  world  ?  There  are  the  same  seven  hills 
now,  the  same  soil,  the  same  natural  resources ;  nature  is 
the  same,  but  what  a  ruin  of  human  greatness  meets  the 
eye  of  the  traveller  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
that  most  down-trodden  land!  Why  have  not  the  people 
of  that  Heaven-favored  clime  the  spirit  that  animated  their 
fathers?     Why  this  sad  difference? 

It  is  the  destruction  of  her  institutions  that  hag  caused  it ; 
and,  my  countrymen,  if  we  shall  in  an  evil  hour  rashly  pull 
down  and  destroy  those  institutions  which  the  patriotic 
band  of  our  fathers  labored  so  long  and  so  hard  to  btu'ld  up 
and  which  have  done  so  much  for  us  and  the  world,  who 
can  venture  the  prediction  that  similar  results  will  not  en- 
sue? Let  us  avoid  it  if  we  can.  I  trust  the  spirit  is  among 
us  that  will  enable  us  to  do  it.  Let  us  not  rashly  try  the 
experiment,  for,  if  it  fiils,  as  it  did  in  Greece  and  Italy,  and 
in  the  South  American  Republics,  and  in  every  other  place 
wherever  liberty  is  once  destroyed,  it  may  never  be  restored 
to  us  again. 

There  are  defects  in  our  government,  errors  in  adminis- 
tion,  and  short-comings  of  many  kinds;  but  in  spite  of 
tliese  defects  and  errors,  Georgia  has  grown  to  be  a  great 
State.  Let  us  pause  here  a  moment.  In  1850  there  was  a 
great  crisis,  but  not  so  fearful  as  this ;  for,  of  all  1  haw 
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ever  passed  throngh,  this  is  the  most  perilous,  and  requires 
to  be  met  with  the  greatest  calmness  and  deliberation. 

There  were  many  among  us  in  1850  zealous  to  go  at  once 
out  of  the  Union,  to  disrupt  every  tie  that  binds  us  together. 
Now,  do  you  believe,  had  that  policy  been  carried  out  at 
that  time,  we  would  have  been  the  same  great  people  that 
we'are  to-day  ?  It  may  be  that  we  would,  but  have  you 
any  assurance  of  that  fact?  Would  you  have  made  the 
same  advancement,  improvement,  and  progress  in  all  that 
constitutes  material  wealth  and  prosperity  that  we  have? 

I  notice,  in  the  Comptroller-General's  report,  that  the 
taxable  property  of  Georgia  is  l?67O,00O.O00  and  upward,  an 
amount  not  fir  from  double  what  it  was  in  1850.  I  think  I 
may  venture  to  say  that  for  the  last  ten  years  the  material 
wealth  of  the  people  of  Georgia  has  been  nearly  if  not  quite 
doubled.  The  same  may  be  said  of  our  advance  in  educa- 
tion and  every  thing  that  marks  our  civilization.  Have  we 
any  assurance  that,  had  we  regarded  the  earnest  biit  mis- 
guided patriotic  advice,  as  I  think,  of  some  of  that  day,  and 
disrupted  the  ties  which  bind  us  to  the  Union,  we  would 
have  advanced  as  we  have  ?  I  think  not.  Well,  then,  let 
us  be  careful  now  bef  )re  we  attempt  any  rash  experiment 
of  this  sort.  I  know  that  there  are  friends — whose  patri- 
otism I  do  not  intend  to  question — who  think  this  Union  a 
curse — and  that  we  would  be  better  off  without  it.  I  do 
not  so  think,  if  we  can  bring  about  a  correction  of  those 
evils  which  threaten — and  I  am  not  without  hope  that  this 
may  yet  be  done.  This  appeal  to  go  out,  with  all  the  pro- 
visions for  good  that  accompany  it,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  gi'eat 
and  I  fear  a  fatal  temptation. 

When  I  look  around  and  see  our  prosperity  in  every  thing, 
agriculture,  commerce,  art,  science,  and  every  department 
of  education,  physical  and  mental,  as  well  as  moral  advance- 
ment, and  our  colleges,  I  think,  in  the  face  of  such  an  ex- 
hibition, if  we  can,  without  the  loss  of  power,  or  any  essen- 
tial light  or  interest,  remain  in  the  Union,  it  is  our  duty  to 
oui-selves  and  to  posterity  to — let  us  not  too  readily  yield  to 
this  temptation — do  so.  Our  first  parents,  the  great  pro- 
genitors of  the  human  race,  were  not  without  a  like  tempta- 
tion when  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  They  were  led  to  believe 
that  their  condition  would  be  bettered— that  their  eyes 
would  be  opened — and  that  they  would  become  as  gods. 
They  in  an  evil  hour  yielded — instead  of  becoming  gods, 
they  only  saw  <heir  own  nakedness. 

I  look  upon  this  country  with  our  institutions  as  the  Eden 
of  the  world,  the  paradise  of  the  universe.  It  may  be  that 
out  of  it  we  may  become  greater  and  more  prosperous,  but 
I  am  canchd  and  sincere  in  telling  you  that  I  fear  if  we 
rashly  eviuce  passion,  and  without  sufficient  cause  shall 
take  that  step,  that  instead  of  becoming  greater  or  more 
peaceful,  prosperous,  and  happy — instead  of  becoming  gods, 
we  will  become  demons,  and  at  no  distant  day  commence 
cutting  one  another's  throats.  This  is  my  apprehension. 
Let  us,  therefore,  whatever  we  do,  meet  those  difficulties, 
great  as  they  are,  like  wise  and  sensible  men,  and  consider 
them  in  the  light  of  all  the  consequences  which  may  attend 
our  action.  Let  us  see  first  clearly  where  the  path  of  duty 
leads,  and  then  we  may  not  fear  to  tread  therein. 

I  come  now  to  the  main  question  put  to  me,  and  on  which 
my  counsel  has  been  asked.  That  is,  what  the  present 
Legislature  should  do  in  view  of  the  dangers  that  threaten 
ns,  and  the  wrongs  that  have  been  done  us  by  several  of 
our  confederate  States  in  the  Union,  by  the  acts  of  their 
legislatures  nullifying  the  fugitive  flave  law,  and  in  direct 
disregard  of  their  constitutional  obligations.  What  I  shall 
say  will  not  be  in  the  spirit  of  dictation ;  it  will  be  simply 
my  own  judgment  for  what  it  is  worth.  It  proceeds  from 
a  strong  conviction  that  according  to  it  our  rights,  interests 
and  honor — our  present  safety  and  future  security — can  be 
maintained  without  yet  looking  to  the  last  resort,  the 
'•ultima  ratio  requm."  That  should  not  be  looked  to  until 
all  else  fails.  That  may  come.  On  this  p  'int  I  am  hopeful, 
but  not  sanguine.  But  let  us  use  every  patriotic  effort  to 
prevent  it  while  there  is  ground  for  hope. 

If  any  view  that  I  may  present  in  your  judgment  be  in- 
consistent with  the  best  interests  of  Georgia,  I  ask  you,  as 
p.atriots,  not  to  regard  it.  After  hearing  me  and  others 
whom  you  have  advised  with,  act  in  the  premises  according 
to  your  own  conviction  of  duty  as  patriots.  I  speak  now 
particularly  to  the  members  of  the  legislature  present. 
There  are,  as  I  have  said,  great  dangers  ahead.  Great  dan- 
gers may  come  from  the  election  I  have  spoken  of.  If  the 
policy  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  his  Republican  associates  shall  be 
carried  out,  or  attempted  to  be  carried  out,  no  man  in 
Georgia  will  be  more  willing  or  ready  than  myself  to  defend 
our  rights,  interests  and  honor,  at  every  hazard  and  to  the 
last  extremity. 

What  is  this  policy?  It  is.  in  the  first  place,  to  exclude 
ns,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  from  the  Territories  with  our 
slave  property.  He  is  for  using  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  against  the  extension  of  our  institiitions.  Our 
position  on  this  point  is,  and  ought  to  be,  at  all  hazards,  for 
perfect  equality  between  all  the  States,  and  the  citizens  of 
all  the  States,  in  the  Territories,  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.    If  Congress  should  exercise  its  power 


against  this,  then  I  am  for  standing  where  Georgia  planted 
herself  in  18.50.  These  were  plain  propositions,  which  wera 
then  laid  down  in  her  celebrated  platform  as  sufficient  for 
the  disruption  of  the  Union  if  the  occasion  should  ever 
come.  On  these  Georgia  has  declared  that  she  will  go  out 
of  the  Union;  and  for  these  she  would  be  justified  by  the 
nations  of  the  earth  in  so  doing. 

I  say  the  same  ;  I  said  it  then ;  I  say  it  now — if  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's policy  should  be  carried  out.  I  have  told  you  that  I 
do  not  think  his  bare  election  sufficient  cause :  but  if  his 
policy  should  be  carried  out  in  violation  of  any  of  the  prin- 
ciples set  forth  in  the  Georgia  platform,  that  would  be  such 
an  act  of  aggression  which  ought  to  be  met  as  therein  pro- 
vided fir.  If  his  policy  shall  be  carried  out  in  repealing 
or  modifying  the  fugitive  slave  law  so  as  to  weaken  its 
efficacy,  Georgia  has  declared  that  she  will,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, disrupt  the  ties  of  the  Union — and  I  say  so  too.  I 
stand  upon  the  Georgia  platform,  and  upon  every  plank, 
and  say,  if  these  aggressions  therein  provided  for  take 
place — I  say  to  you  and  to  the  people  of  Georgia,  keep  your 
powder  dry,  and  let  your  assailants  then  have  lead,  if  need 
be.  I  would  wait  for  an  act  of  aggression.  This  is  my 
position. 

Now  upon  another  point,  and  that  the  most  uifficult,  and 
deserving  your  most  serious  consideration,  I  will  speak. 
That  is  the  course  which  this  State  should  pursue  towards 
those  Northern  States,  which  by  their  legislative  acts  have 
attempted  to  nullify  the  fugitive  slave  law.  I  know  that 
in  some  of  these  States  their  acts  pretend  to  be  based  upon 
the  principles  set  forth  in  the  case  of  Prigg  against  Penn- 
sylvania. That  decision  did  proclaim  the  doctrine  that  the 
State  officers  are  not  bound  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  a 
law  of  Congress — that  the  Federal  Government  can  not  im- 
pose duties  upon  State  officials — that  they  must  execute 
their  own  laws  by  their  own  officers.  And  this  may  be  true. 
But  still  it  is  the  duty  of  the  States  to  deliver  fugitive  slaves, 
as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  see  that  it 
is  done. 

Northern  States,  on  entering  into  the  Federal  compact, 
pledged  themselves  to  surrender  such  fugitives;  and  ;t  is  in 
disregard  of  their  obligations  that  they  have  passed  laws 
which  even  tend  to  hinder  or  obstruct  the  fulfilment  of 
that  obligation.  They  have  violated  their  plighted  faith 
what  ought  we  to  do  in  view  of  this?  That  is  the  question. 
What  is  to  he  done?  By  the  law  of  nations  you  would 
have  a  right  to  demand  the  carrying  out  of  this  article  of 
agi-eement,  and  I  do  not  see  that  it  should  be  otherwise 
with  respect  to  the  States  of  this  Union;  and,  in  case  it  be 
not  done,  we  would,  by  these  principles,  have  the  right  tc 
commit  acts  of  reprisal  on  these  faithless  governments,  and 
seize  upon  their  property,  or  that  of  their  citizens,  wherever 
found.  The  States  of  this  Union  stand  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing with  foreign  nations  in  this  respect.  But,  by  the  law 
of  nations,  we  are  equally  bound,  before  proceeding  to 
violent  measures,  to  set  forth  our  grievances  before  the 
offending  Government,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  re- 
dress the  wrong.  Has  our  State  yet  done  this  ?  I  think  not. 

Suppose  it  was  Great  Britain  that  had  violated  some 
compact  of  agreement  with  the  General  Government,  what 
would  be  first  done?  In  that  case  our  Minister  would  be 
directed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  bring  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  that  Government,  or  a  Commissioner  lie  sent  to 
that  country  to  open  negotiations  with  her,  ask  for  redress, 
and  it  would  only  be  when  argument  and  reason  had  been 
exhausted,  that  we  should  take  the  last  resort  of  nations. 
That  would  be  the  course  toward  a  foreign  government,  and 
toward  a  member  of  this  Confederacy  I  would  recommend 
the  same  course. 

Let  us,  therefore,  not  act  hastily  in  this  matter.  Let 
your  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Pi,epublic  make  out  a 
bill  of  grievances ;  let  it  be  sent  by  the  Governor  to  those 
faithless  States,  and  if  reason  and  argument  shall  be  tried 
in  vain — all  shall  fail  to  induce  them  to  return  to  their  eou- 
stitiitional  obligations — I  would  be  for  retaliatory  measures, 
such  as  the  Governor  has  suggested  to  you.  This  mode  of 
resistance  in  the  Union  is  in  our  power.  It  might  be  effect- 
ual, and,  if  in  the  last  resort,  we  would  bo  justified  in  the 
eyes  of  nations,  not  only  in  separating  from  them,  but  by 
using  force. 

[Some  one  said  the  argument  was  already  e.xhausted.] 

Mr.  Stephens  continued.  Some  friend  says  that  the  ar- 
gument is  already  exhausted.  No,  my  friend,  it  is  not.  You 
have  never  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislatures  of  those 
States  to  this  subject  th.T,t  I  am  aware  of  Nothing  has  ever 
been  done  before  this  year.  The  attention  of  our  own 
people  has  been  called  to  this  subject  lately. 

Now,  then,  my  recommendation  to  you  would  be  this: 
In  view  of  all  these  questions  of  difficulty,  let  a  convention 
of  the  people  of  Georgi.a  bo  called,  to  which  tliey  may  be 
all  referred.  Let  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  speak. 
Some  think  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  is  cause  suffi- 
cient to  dissolve  the  Uni'in.  Some  think  those  other  griev- 
ances are  sufficient  to  dissolve  the  same,  and  that  the  Le- 
gislature has  the  power  thus  to  act,  and  ought  thus  to  act. 
I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  the  Legislature  is  not  the 
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proper  body  to  sever  our  Federal  relations,  if  that  necessity 
ehoukl  arise.  An  honorable  and  distinguished  gentleman, 
the  other  night  (Mr.  T.  R.  R.  Cobb),  advised  you  to  take  this 
course — not  to  wait  to  hear  from  the  cross-roads  and 
groceries.  I  say  to  you,  you  have  no  power  so  to  act.  You 
must  refer  this  question  to  the  people,  and  you  must  wait 
to  hear  from  the  men  at  the  cross-reads  and  even  the 
groceries;  for  thf)  people  in  this  country,  whether  at  the 
cross-roads  or  the  groceries,  whether  in  cottages  or  palaces, 
are  all  equal,  and  they  are  the  sovereigns  in  this  country. 
Sovereignty  is  not  in  the  Legislature.  We,  the  people,  are 
the  sovereigns.  I  am  one  of  them  and  have  a  right  to  be 
heard,  and  so  has  any  other  citizen  of  the  State.  You, 
legislators — I  speak  it  respectfully — are  but  our  servants. 
You  are  the  servants  of  the  people,  and  not  theu'  masters. 
Power  resides  with  the  people  in  this  country. 

The  gi-eat  difference  between  our  country  and  all  others, 
such  as  Trance  and  England  and  Ireland,  is,  that  here  there 
is  popular  sovereignty  while  there  sovereignty  is  exercised 
by  kings  and  favored  classes.  This  principle  of  popular 
sovereignty,  however  much  derided  lately,  is  the  founda- 
tion of  our  institutions.  Constitvitions  are  but  the  channels* 
through  which  the  popular  will  may  be  expressed.  Our 
Constitution  came  from  the  people.  They  made  it,  and 
they  alone  can  rightfully  unmake  it. 

jir.  Toombs.  I  am  afraid  of  conventions. 
Mr.  Stephens.  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  convention  legally 
chosen  by  the  people.  I  know  no  way  to  decide  great 
questions  affecting  fundamental  laws  except  by  representa- 
tives of  the  people.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  made  by  the  representatives  of  the  people.  The  Con- 
Btitutiou  of  the  State  of  Georgia  was  made  by  representa- 
tives of  the  people  chosen  at  the  ballot-box.  But  do  not 
let  the  question  which  comes  before  the  people  be  put  to 
them  in  the  ktnguage  of  my  honorable  friend  who  addressed 
you  last  night:  Will  you  submit  to  abolition  rule  or 
resist  ? 

Mr.  Toombs.  I  do  not  wish  the  people  to  be  cheated. 
Mr.  Stephens.  Now,  my  friends,  how  are  we  going  to 
cheat  the  people  by  calling  on  them  to  elect  delegates  to  a 
convention  to  decide  all  these  questions  without  any  dicta- 
tion or  direction '!  A\'ho  proposes  to  cheat  the  people  by 
letting  them  speak  theu-  own  untranrmelled  views  in  the 
choice  of  theu-  ablest  and  best  men,  to  determine  upon  all 
these  matters  involving  their  peace? 

I  think  the  proposition  of  my  honorable  friend  had  a  con- 
siderable smack  of  unfairness,  not  to  say  cheat.  He  wished 
to  have  no  convention,  but  for  the  Legislature  to  submit 
their  vote  to  the  people^— submission  to  abolition  rule  or 
resistance  ?  Now  who,  In  Georgia,  would  vote '"  submis- 
sion to  abolition  rule?" 

Is  putting  such  a  question  to  the  people  to  vote  on  a  fair 
way  of  getting  an  expression  of  the  popular  wUl  on  all 
these  questions?     I  think  not.     Now,  who  in  Georgia  is 
going  to  submit  to  abolition  rule? 
Mr.  Toombs.    The  convention  will. 

Mr.  Stephens.  No,  my  friend,  Georgia  will  never  do  it. 
The  convention  will  never  secede  from  the  Georgia  Plat- 
form. Under  that  there  can  be  no  abolition  rule  iri  the 
General  Government.  I  am  not  afraid  to  trust  the  people 
in  convention  upon  this  and  all  qiiestions.  Besides,  the 
Legislature  were  not  elected  for  such  a  purpose.  They 
came  here  to  do  their  duty  as  legislators.  They  have  sworn 
to  support  the  Constituticpn  of  the  United  States.  They  did 
not  come  here  to  disrupt  this  Government.  I  am  therefore 
for  submitting  all  these  questions  to  a  convention  of  the 
people.  Submit  the  question  to  the-j)eople,  whether  they 
•would  submit  to  an  abolition  rule  or  resist,  and  then  let  the 
Legislature  act  upon  that  vote?  Such  a  course  would  be 
an  insult  to  the  people.  They  would  have  to  eat  their 
platform,  ignore  their  past  history,  blot  out  thtir  records, 
and  take  steps  backward,  if  they  should  do  this.  I  have 
never  eat<'n  my  record  or  words,  and  never  will. 

But  how  will  it  be  under  this  arrautremeut  if  they  should 
vote  to  i-esist,  and  the  Legislature  should  reassemble  with 
this  vote  as  their  instruction?  Can  any  man  tell  what 
sort  of  resistance  will  be  meant?  One  mau  would  say 
secede;  anotlier  pass  retaliatory  measures;  these  are 
measures  of  resistance  against  wrong — legitimate  and 
right — aud  there  would  be  as  many  different  ideas  as  there 
are  members  on  this  floor.  Reststance  don't  meau  seces- 
gion — that,  in  no  proper  sense  of  the  term,  is  resistance. 
Believing  that  the  times  require  action,  I  am  for  present- 
ing the  question  fairly  to  the  peoi)le,  for  callini?  together 
au  uutraniinelled  convention,  aud  presenting  all  the  ques- 
tions to  Iliem  whether  they  will  go  out  of  the  Union,  or 
■what  course  of  resistance  in  the  Union  they  may  think 
best,  and  then  let  the  Legislature  act,  when  the  people  in 
their  maiesty  are  heard  ;  and  I  tell  you  now,  wliatever 
that  Conveu'tion  does,  I  hope  and  trust  our  people  will 
abide  by.  I  advise  the  calling  of  a  convention  with  the 
earnest  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  aud  harmony  of  the 
State.  I  shonld  dislike,  above  all  things,  to  see  violent 
measures  adopted,  or  a  di.spositiou  to  take  the  sword  in 
hand,  by  individuals,  withotrt  the  authority  of  law. 


My  honorable  friend  said  last  night :  "  I  ask  yon  to  give 
me  the  sword,  for  if  you  do  not  give  it  to  me,  as  God  lives, 
I  will  take  it  mystlf  " 
Mr.  Toombs.     I  will. 

Mr.  Stephens.  I  have  no  doubt  that  my  honorable 
friend  feels  as  he  says.  It  is  only  his  excessive  ardor  that 
makes  him  use  such  an  expression;  but  this  will  pass 
off  with  the  excitement  of  the  hour.  When  the  people  in 
their  majesty  shall  speak,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will 
bow  to  their  will,  whatever  it  may  be,  upon  the  "sober 
second  thought." 

Should  Georgia  determine  to  go  out  of  the  Union — I 
speak  for  one,  though  my  views  might  not  agree  with 
them — whatever  the  result  may  be,  I  shall  bow  to  the 
will  of  her  people.  Their  cause  is  my  cause,  and  their 
destiny  is  my  destiny;  and  I  trust  this  will  be  the  ulti- 
mate cour.se  of  all.  The  greatest  curse  that  can  befall  i 
free  people  is  civil  war. 

But,  as  I  said,  let  us  call  a  convention  of  the  people; 
let  all  these  matters  be  submitted  to  it,  and  when  the  will 
of  a  majority  of  the  people  has  thus  been  expressed,  the 
whole  State  will  present  one  unanimous  voice  in  favor  of 
whatever  may  be  demanded  ;  for  1  believe  in  the  power 
of  the  people  to  govern  themselves,  when  wisdom  prevails 
and  passion  is  silent. 

Look  at  what  has  already  been  done  by  them  for  their 
advancement  in  all  that  ennobles  man.  There  is  nothing 
like  it  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Look  abroad  from  one 
extent  of  the  country  to  the  other — contemplate  our  great- 
ness. We  are  now  among  the  first  nations  of  the  earth. 
Shall  it  be  said,  then,  that  our  institutions,  founded  upon 
principles  of  self-government,  are  a  failure? 

Thus  far  it  is  a  noble  example,  worthy  of  imitation. 
The  gentleman,  Mr.  Cobb,  the  other  night  said  it  had 
proven  a  failure.  A  failure  in  what  ?  In  growth  ?  Look 
at  our  expanse  in  national  power.  Look  at  our  population 
and  increase  in  all  that  makes  a  people  great.  A  failure? 
Why,  we  are  the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world^  and 
pre.sent  the  brightest  hopes  of  mankind. 

Some  of  our  public  men  have  failed  in  their  aspirations  ; 
that  is  true,  and  from  that  comes  a  great  part  of  our 
troubles. 

No,  thereXis  no  failure  of  this  Government  yet.  We 
have  made  great  advancement  under  the  Constitution, 
and  I  cannot  but  hope  that  we  shall  advance  higher  still. 
Let  us  be  true  to  our  cause. 

Now,  when  this  convention  assembles,  if  it  shall  be 
called,  as  I  hope  it  may,  I  would  say  in  my  judgment, 
without  dictation,  for  I  am  conferring  with  you  freely 
and  frankly,  and  it  is  thus  that  1  give  my  view.s,  I  should 
take  into  consideration  all  those  questions  which  distract 
the  public  mind  ;  should  view  all  the  grounds  of  secessioa 
so  far  as  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  is  concerned,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  they  would  say  that  the  constitutional 
election  of  no  mau  is  a  sufficient  cause  to  break  up  the 
Union,  hut  that  the  State  should  wait  until  he  at  least 
does  some  unconstitutional  act. 

Mr.  TooMBs.  Commit  some  overt  act. 
Mr.  Stephens.  No,  I  did  not  soy  that.  The  word  overt 
is  a  sort  of  technical  term  conuected  with  treason,  which 
has  come  to  us  from  the  mother  country,  and  it  means  an 
open  act  of  rebellion.  I  do  not  see  how  Mr.  Lincoln  can 
do  this  unless  he  should  levy  war  upon  us.  1  do  not, 
therefore,  use  the  word  overt.  I  do  not  intend  to  wait  for 
that.  But  I  use  the  words  uuconstitutioual  act,  which 
our  people  understand  much  better,  and  which  expresses 
just  what  I  mean.  But  as  long  as  he  conforms  to  the 
Constitution,  he  should  be  left  to  exercise  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

In  giving  this  advice  I  am  but  sustaining  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  my  country,  and  I  do  not  thereby  become  a  Lincoln 
aid  man  either  but  a  Constitutional  aid  man.  But  this 
matter  the  Convention  can  determine. 

As  to  the  other  matter.  1  tliink  we  have  a  right  to  pass 
retaliatory  measures,  provided  they  be  in  accordance  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  I  think  they  can 
be  made  such.  But  whether  it  would  be  wise  for  this 
Legislature  to  do  this  now  is  the  question.  To  the  Con- 
vention, in  my  judgment,  this  matter  ought  to  be  referred. 
Before  we  commit  reprisals  on  New  England  we  should 
exhaust  every  means  of  bringing  about  a  peaceful  solution 
of  the  question. 

Thus  did  General  Jackson  in  the  case  of  the  French. 
He  did  not  recommend  reprisals  until  he  had  treated  with 
France,  and  got  her  to  promise  to  make  indemnification, 
aud  it  was  only  ou  her  refusal  to  pay  the  money  which 
she  had  promised  that  he  recommended  reprisals."  It  was 
after  negotiation  had  failed  I  do  think,  therefore,  that 
it  would  be  best,  before  going  to  extreme  measures  with 
our  Confederate  States,  to  make  a  presentation  of  our  de- 
mands, to  appeal  to  their  reason  and  judgment  to  give  na 
our  rights.  Then,  if  reason  should  not  triumph,  it  will 
be  time  enont'h  to  commit  reprisals,  and  we  should  be 
justified  in  the  eyes  of  a  civilized  world.    At  least,  let 
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the  States  know  what  your  grievances  are,  and  if  they 
refuse,  a-«  I  said,  to  give  us  our  rights  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  our  cimutry,  I  should  he  willing,  as  a  last  resort, 
to  sever  the  ties  of  this  Union. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  if  this  course  he  pursued,  and 
they  arc  informed  of  the  consequences  of  refusal,  these 
States  will  secede  ;  hut  if  they  sliould  not,  then  let  the 
consequences  he  with  them,  and  let  the  responsibility  of 
the  consequences  rest  upon  them.  Another  thing  I  would 
have  that  Convention  to  do.  Keaftirm  the  Georgia  plat- 
form with  an  additional  plank  iu  it.  Let  that  plank  bQ  the 
fulfilment  of  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  those  States  to 
rppeal  these  obnoxious  laws  as  a  condition  of  our  remain- 
ing iu  the  Union.  Give  them  time  to  consider  it,  and  I 
would  ask  all  States  South  to  do  the  same  thing. 

1  am  for  exhausting  all  that  patriotism  can  demand  he- 
fore  taking  the  last  step.  I  would  invite,  therefore.  South 
Carolina  to  a  conference.  I  would  ask  the  same  of  all  the 
other  Southern  States,  so  that  if  the  evil  has  got  beyond 
our  control,  which  God,  in  his  mercy,  grant  may  not  he 
the  case  let  us  not  be  divided  among  ourselves,  hut,  if 
possible,  .secure  the  united  co-operation  of  all  the  Southern 
States  ;  and  then,  iu  the  face  of  the  civilized  world,  we 
may  justify  our  action;  and,  with  the  wrong  all  on  the 
other  side,  we  cau  appeal  to  the  God  of  battles  to  aid  us 
in  our  cause.  But  let  us  not  do  any  thing  in  which  any 
portion  of  our  people  may  charge  us  with  rash  or  hasty 
action.  It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
tear  this  Government  asunder.  You  were  not  sent  here 
for  that  purpose.  I  would  wish  the  whole  South  to  be 
united  if  this  is  to  be  done;  and  I  believe  if  we  pursue 
the  policy  which  I  have  indicated,  this  can  be  effected. 

In  this  way  our  sister  Southern  State.s  can  be  induced 
to  act  with  us,  and  I  have  but  little  doubt  that  the  States 
of  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  and  the  other 
Western  States,  will  compel  their  Legislatures  to  recede 
from  their  hostile  attitudes  if  the  others  do  not.  Then 
with  these  we  would  go  on  without  New  England  if  she 
chose  to  stay  out. 

[A  voice  iu  the  assembly.    "  We  will  kick  them  out."] 

Mr.  Stephe.vs.  I  would  not  kick  them  out.  But  if 
they  chose  to  stay  out,  they  might.  I  think,  moreover, 
that  these  Northern  States,  being  principally  engatred  in 
manufactures,  would  find  that  they  had  as  much  interest 
iu  the  Union  under  the  Constitution  as  we,  and  that  they 
would  return  to  their  constitutional  duty — this  would  be 
my  hope.  If  they  should  not,  and  if  tiie  JJiddle  States 
and  Western  States  do  not  join  us,  we  should  at  least  have 
an  undivided  South  I  am,  as  you  clearly  perceive,  for 
maintaining  the  Union  as  it  is,  if  possible.  I  will  exhaust 
every  means  thus  to  maintain  it  with  an  equality  in  it. 
My  principles  are  these  : 

First,  the  maintenance  of  the  honor,  the  rights,  the 
equality,  the  .security,  and  the  glory  of  my  native  State 
in  the  Union;  but  if  these  cannot  be  maintained  in  the 
Union,  then  I  am  for  their  maintenance,  at  all  hazards,  out 
of  it.  Next  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  Georgia,  the  land 
of  my  birth,  I  hold  the  honor  and  glory  of  our  common 
country.  In  Savannah  1  was  made  to  say,  by  the  report- 
ers— who  very  often  make  me  say  things  which  I  never 
did  say — that  I  was  first  for  the  glory  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  next  for  that  of  Georgia. 

I  said  the  exact  reverse  of  this.  I  ara  proud  of  her  his- 
tory, of  her  present  standing.  I  am  proud  even  of  her 
motto,  which  I  would  have  duly  respected  at  the  present 
time  by  all  her  son.s — Wisdom,  Justice,  and  Jloderation. 
I  would  have  her  rights  and  that  of  the  Southern  States 
maintained  now  upon  these  principles.  Her  position  now 
is  just  what  it  was  in  IS.iO,  with  respect  to  the  Southern 
States.  Her  platform  then  has  been  adopted  by  most,  if 
not  all,  the  other  Southern  States.  Now  I  would  add  hut 
one  additional  plank  to  that  platform,  which  I  have  stated, 
and  one  which  time  has  shown  to  be  necessary. 

If  all  this  fails,  we  shall  at  least  have  the  .satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  we  have  done  our  duty  and  all  that  pa- 
triotism could  require. 

From  Mr.  Stephexs's  speech,  in  the  State 
Convention  of  Georgia : 

This  step  fof  secession)  once  taken,  can  never  be  recalled ; 
and  all  the  baleful  and  withering'  consequpuces  that  must 
follow,  will  rest  on  the  convention  for  all  coming  time. 
When  we  and  our  posterity  shall  see  our  lovely  South 
desolated  by  the  demon  of  war,  which  this  act  of  yodrs 

WILL    ISEVITABI.T    INVITE    AND     CALL    FORTH  :    When    OUT 

green  fields  of  waving  harvest  shall  be  trodden  down  by 
the  murderous  soldiery  and  fiery  car  of  war  sweepinsr 
over  our  land  ;  our  temples  of  justice  laid  iu  ashes  ;  all 
the  horrors  and  desolations  of  war  upon   us  ;  who   but 

THIS    CONVEXTION   WILL    BE    HELD    RESPONSIBLE    FOR    IT? 

and  who  but  him  who  shall  have  given  his  vote  for  this 
unwise  and  ill-timed  measure,  as  I  honestly  think  and 
believe,  shall  be  held  to  strict  accodnt  fob   this 


SUICIDAL  ACT  BY  THE  PRESENT  GENERATION,  AND  PKOBABLT 
CORSED    A.VD    EXECRATED    BY    PO.STBRITY    FOE    ALL    COMING 

TIMB,  for  the  wide  and  desolating  ruin  that  will  inevi- 
tably follow  this  act  yoti  now  propose  to  perpetrate? 
Pause,  I  entreat  you,  and  consider  for  a  moment  what 
reasons  you  can  give  that  will  even  satisfy  your.selves  in 
calmer  moments — what  reasons  you  can  give  to  your 
fellow-sufferers  iu  the  calamity  that  it  will  bring  upon 
us.  What  reasons  can  Yon  give  to  the  nations  op 
THE  earth  to  justify  IT?  They  will  be  the  calm  and 
deliberate  judges  in  the  case;  and  what  cause  or  one 
overt  act  can  you  name  or  point,  on  which  to  rest  the 
plea  of  justification?  What  right  has  the  North 
assailed  ?  What  interest  of  the  South  has  been  invaded? 
What  justice  has  been  denied?  and  what  claim  founded 
in  justice  and  right  has  been  withheld  ?  Can  either  of 
yii>u  to-day  name  one  governmental  act  of  wrong,  deliber- 
ately and  purposely  done  by  the  government  of  Wash- 
ington, of  which  the  South  has  a  right  to  complain?  I 
challenge  the  answer.  While,  ou  the  other  hand,  let  me 
show  the  facts  (and  believe  me,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  here 
the  advocate  of  the  North;  but  I  am  here  the  friend,  the 
firm  friend,  and  lover  of  the  South  and  lier  iustitutions, 
and  for  this  reason  I  speak  thus  plainly  and  faithfully 
for  yours,  mine,  and  every  other  man's  interest,  the 
words  of  truth  and  soberness),  of  which  I  wish  you  to 
judge,  and  I  will  only  state  facts  which  are  clear  and 
undeniable,  and  which  now  stand  as  records  authentic  in 
the  history  of  our  country.  When  we  of  the  South 
demanded  the  slave-trade,  or  the  importation  of  Africans 
for  the  cultivation  of  our  lands,  did  they  not  yield  the 
right  for  twenty  years?.  When  we  asked  a  three-fifths 
representation  in  Congress  for  our  slaves,  was  it  not 
granted?  When  we  asked  and  demanded  the  ivtiu-n  of 
any  fugitive  from  justice,  or  the  recovery  of  those  persons 
owing  labor  or  allegiance,  was  it  not  incorporated  in  the 
Constitution,  and  again  ratified  and  strengthened  by  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law  of  ISoO?  But  do  you  reply  that  ir 
many  instances  they  have  violated  this  compact,  and 
have  not  been  faithful  to  their  engagements  ?  As  indi- 
vidual and  local  communities,  they  may  have  done  so; 
but  not  by  the  sanction  of  Government  ;  for  that  has 
always  been  true  to  Southern  interests.  Again,  gentle- 
men, look  at  another  act :  when  we  have  asked  that  more 
territory  should  be  added,  that  we  might  spread  the 
institution  of  slavery,  have  they  not  yielded  to  our 
demands  in  giving  us  Louisiana,  Florida  and  Texas,  out 
of  which  four  States  have  been  carved,  and  ample 
territory  for  four  more  to  be  added  in  due  time,  if  you  by 
this  unwise  and  impolitic  act  do  not  destroy  this  hope, 
and.  perhaps,  by  it  lose  all,  and  have  your  last  slave 
wrenched  from  you  by  stern  military  rule,  as  South 
America  and  Mexico  were  ;  or  by  the  vindictive  decree  of 
a  universal  emancipation,  which  may  reasonably  be 
expp.eter}  to  follow  ? 

But,  again,  gentlemen,  what  have  we  to  gain  by  this 
proposed  change  of  our  relation  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment? We  have  always  had  the  control  of  it,  and  can 
yet,  if  we  remain  in  it,  and  are  as  united  as  we  have 
iieen.  M''e  have  had  a  majority  of  the  Presidents  chosen 
from  the  South  ;  as  well  as  the  control  and  management 
of  most  of  those  chosen  from  the  North.  We  have  had 
sixty  years  of  Southern  Presidents  to  their  twenty-four, 
thus  controlling  the  Executive  department.  So  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  we  have  had  eighteen  from 
the  South,  and  but  eleven  from  the  North;  although 
nearly  four-fifths  of  the  judicial  business  has  arisen  in 
the  Free  States,  yet  a  majority  of  the  Court  has  always 
been  from  the  Sonth.  This  we  have  required  so  as  to 
guard  atrainst  any  interpretation  of  the  Constitution 
unfavorable  to  us.  In  like  manner  we  have  been  equally 
watchful  to  guard  our  interests  in  the  Legislative  branch 
of  Government.  In  choosing  the  presiding  Presidents 
{pro  tern.)  of  the  Senate,  we  have  had  twenty-four  to  their 
eleven.  Speakers  of  the  House,  we  have  had  twenty- 
three,  and  they  twelve.  While  the  majority  of  the 
Representatives,  from  their  greater  population,  have 
always  been  from  the  North,  yet  we  have  so  generally 
secured  the  Speaker,  because  he,  to  a  great  extent,  shapes 
and  controls  the  legislation  of  the  country.  Nor  have  we 
had  less  control  in  every  other  department  of  the  General 
Government.  Attorney-Generals  we  have  had  fourteen, 
while  the  North  have  had  but  five.  Foreign  ministers 
we  have  had  eighty-six,  and  they  but  fifiy-four.  While 
three-fourths  of  the  business  which  demands  diplomatic 
agents  abroad  is  clearly  from  the  Free  States,  from  their 
greater  commercial  interests,  yet  we  havi-  had  the  prin- 
cipal embassies  so  as  to  secure  the  world-markets  for  our 
cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar  on  the  best  possible  terms. 
We  have  had  a  vast  majority  of  the  hiirher  offices  of  both 
army  and  navy,  while  a  larger  proportion  of  the  .soldiers 
and  sailors  were  drawn  from  the  North.  Equally  so  of 
Clerks,  Auditors,  and  Comptrollers  filling  the  Executive 
department,  the  records  show  for  the  last  fifty  years  that 


26 


SECESSION   MOVEMENT   DEVELOPED. 


of  the  three  thousand  thns  employed,  we  have  had  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  same,  while  we  have  but  oue-third 
of  the  white  populatiou  of  the  Republic. 

Again,  look  at  another  item,  and  one,  be  assured,  in 
which  we  have  a  great  and  vital  interest ;  it  is  that  of 
revenue,  or  means  of  supporting  Government.  From 
official  documents,  we  learu  that  a  fraction  over  three- 
fourths  of  the  revenue  collected  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment has  uQiformly  heea  raised  from  the  North. 

Pause  now  while  you  can,  gentlemen,  aud  contemplate 
carefully  and  candidly  these  important  items.  Look  at 
another  necessary  branch  of  Goveroment,  aud  learn  from 
stern  statistical  facts  how  matters  stand  in  that  depart- 
ment. I  mean  the  mail  and  Post-Office  privileges  that 
we  now  enjoy  under  the  Geoeral  Government  as  it  has 
been  for  years  past.  The  expense  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  in  the  Free  States  was,  by  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster-General  for  the  year  1860,  a  little  over 
813,000,000,  while  the  income  was  $19,000,000.  But  in 
tlie  Slave  States  the  transportation  of  the  mail  was 
314,716,000,  whiie  the  revenue  from  the  same  was 
SS, 001 ,026,  leaving  a  deficit  of  $6,704,974,  to  be  supplied 
bv  the  North  for  our  accommodation,  and  without  it  we 
must  have  been  entirely  cut  off  from  this  most  essential 
branch  of  Government. 

Leaving  out  of  view,  for  the  present,  the  countless 
millions  of  dollars  you  must  expend  in  a  war  with  the 
North  ;  with  tens  of  thousands  of  your  sons  and  brothers 
slain  in  battle,  and  offered  up  as  sacrifices  upon  the  altar 
of  your  ambition — and  for  what,  we  ask  again?  Is  it  for 
the  overthrow  of  the  American  Government,  established 
by  our  common  ancestry,  cemented  and  built  up  by  their 
sweat  and  blood,  and  founded  on  the  broad  principles  of 
Right,  Justice  and  Hurruinity?  And,  as  such,  I  must 
declare  here,  as  I  have  often  done  before,  and  which  has 
been  repeated  by  the  greatest  and  wisest  of  statesmen 
and  patriots  in  this  and  other  lands,  that  it  is  the  best 
and  freest  Government — the  most  equal  in  its  rights,  the 
most  just  in  its  decisions,  the  most  lenient  in  its  measures, 
and  the  most  aspiring  in  its  principles  to  elevate  the  race 
of  men,  that  the  sun  of  heaveuever  shone  upon.  Now,  for 
you  to  attempt  to  overthrow  such  a  Government  as  this, 
under  which  we  have  lived  for  more  than  three-quarters 
of  a  century — in  which  we  have  gained  our  wealth,  our 
stauding  as  a  nation,  our  domestic  safety  wbile  the 
elements  of  peril  are  around  us,  with  peace  and  tran- 
quillity accompanied  with  unbounded  prospprity  and 
rights  unassailed — is  the  height  of  madness,  folly,  and 
wickedness,  to  which  1  can  neither  lend  my  sanction 
nor  my  vote. 

In  strong  contrast  with  the  doleful  nar- 
rative of  the  South  Carolina  Secessionists, 
are  the  following-  extracts  touching  the 
point  of  the  security  and  prosperity  of  the 
Slave  system : 

From  the  speech  of  Hon.  James  H. 
Hammond,  U.  S.  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, delivered  at  Barnwell  Court  House, 
October  27,  18.58. 

From  the  time  that  the  wise  and  good  Las  Casas  first 
introduced  into  America  the  institution  of  African  slavery 

I  say  institution,  because  it. is  the  oldest  that- exists, 

and  will,  I  believe,  survive  all  others  that  now  flourish — 
it  has  had  its  enemies.  For  a  long  while  they  were 
cbiefly  men  of  peculiar  and  eccentric  religious  notions. 
Theirfirst  practical  aud  political  success  arose  from  the 
convulsiiins  of  the  French  revolution,  which  lost  to  that 
empire  its  best  colony.  Next  came  the  prohibition  of 
tbe  slave-trade,  the  excitement  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise in  this  country,  and  then  the  deliberate  emancipa- 
tion of  the  slaves  in  their  colonies  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  lS.?3-'34.  About  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
that  act  the  abolition  agitation  was  revived  agaiu  in 
Ibis  country,  and  Abolition  societies  were  formed.  I  re- 
member the  time  well,  aud  some  of  you  do  also. 

And  what  then  was  the  state  of  opinion  in  the  South  ? 
Washington  had  emancipated  his  slaves.  Jefferson  had 
bitterly  denounced  the  system,  and  had  done  all  that  he 
could  "to  destroy  it.  Our  Clays,  Marshalls,  Crawfords, 
and  many  other  prominent  Southern  men,  had  led  off  in 
the  colonization  scheme.  The  inevitable  effect  in  the 
South  was  that  she  believed  slavery  to  be  an  evil — weak- 
ness—disgraceful— nay,  a  sin.  She  shrunk  from  tbe 
discussion  of  it.  She  cowered  under  every  threat.  She 
attempted  to  apologize,  to  excuse  herself  under  the  plea— 
which  was  true- that  England  had  forced  upon  her:  and 
in  fear  and  trembling  she  awaited  a  doom  that  she  deemed 
inevitable.  But  a  few  bold  spirits  took  tlie  question 
up  :  they  compelled  the  South  to  investigate.it  anew  and 


thoroughly,  and  what  is  tbe  result?  Why  it  would  be 
diflicult  to  find  now  a  Southern  man  who  feels  the 
system  to  be  the  slightest  burden  on  his  conscience  ;  who 
does  not,  in  fact,  regaid  it  as  an  equal  advantage  to  the 
master  and  the  slave  elevating  both,  as  wealth,  strength, 
and  pijwer,  aud  as  one  of  the  main  pillars  and  control- 
ling influences  of  modern  civilization,  aud  who  is  not  now 
prepared  to  maintain  it  at  every  hazard.  Such  have  been 
for  us  the  happy  results  of  this  abolition  discussion. 
So  for  our  gain  has  been  ivimease  from  this  contest, 
savage  and  malignant  as  it  has  been.  Nay,  we  have 
solved  already  the  question  of  emancipation  by  this  re-ex- 
amination and  exposition  of  the  fal.se  theories  of  religion, 
philanthropy,  and  political  economy  which  embarrassed 
our  fathers  in  their  day. 

With  our  convictions  and  our  strength,  emancipation 
here  is  simply  an  impossibility  to  man,  whether  by  per- 
suasion, purchase,  or  coercion.  The  rock  of  Gibraltar 
does  not  stand  so  firm  on  its  basis  as  our  slave  system. 
For  a  quarter  of  a  century  it  has  borne  </je  brtint  of  a 
hurricane  as  fierce  and  pitiless  as  ever  raged.  At  the 
North  and  in  Europe  they  cried  "havoc,"  and  let  loose 
upon  us  all  the  dogs  of  war.  And  how  stands  it  now? 
Why,  in  this  very  quarter  of  a  century  our  slaves  have 
doiiMed  in  numbers  and  each  slave  has  more  than 
doubled  in  value.  The  very  negro  who  as  a  prime 
laborer  would  have  brought  $400  in  1828,  would  now, 
with  thirty  more  years  upon  him,  sell  for  ?S00.  What 
does  all  this  mean?  Why,  that  we  ourselves  have 
settled  this  question  of  emancipatoin  against  all  the 
world,  in  theory  and  in  practice,  and  the  world  must 
accept  our  solution. 

From  the  carefully-prepared  speech  of 
Hon.  Alex.  H.  Stephens  of  Georgia,  in 
July,  1859,  after  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, and  in  review  of  his  political  course  : 

Nor  am  I  of  the  number  of  those  who  believe  that 
we  have  sustained  any  injury  by  those  agitations.  It  is 
true,  we  were  not  responsible  for  them.  We  were  not  the 
aggressors.  We  acted  on  the  defensive.  We  repelled  as- 
sault, calumny,  and  aspersion,  by  argument,  by  reason 
and  truth.  But  so  far  from  the  institution  of  African 
slavery  in  our  section  being  weakened  or  rendered  less 
secure  by  the  discussion,  my  deliberate  Judgment  is,  that 
it  ha.f  been  greatly  strengthened  and  fortified — strength- 
ened and  fortified  not  only  to  the  opinions,  convictions, 
and  consciences  of  men,  but  by  tlie  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

From  the  Charlottesville  (Va.)  speech  of 
Hon.  Robert  M.  T.  Huntek,  U.  S.  Senator 
from  Virginia,  at  the  Breckinridge  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention,  1860  : 

When  I  first  entered  the  Federal  councils,  which  was 
at  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Van  Bureu's  administration, 
the  moral  and  political  status  of  the  slavery  question  was 
very  different  from  what  it  now  is.  Then  the  Southern 
men  themselves,  with  but  few  exceptions,  admitted  sla- 
very to  be  a  moral  evil,  and  palliated  aud  excu.sed  it  upon 
the  plea  of  necessity.  Then  there  were  few  men  of  any 
party  to  be  found  in  the  non-slaveholding  States  who  did 
not  maintain  both  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of 
the  anti-.slavery  resolution,  now  generally  known  as  the 
Wilmot  Proviso.  Had  any  man  at  that  day  ventured  the 
prediction  that  the  Missouri  restriction  would  ever  be  re- 
pealed, he  would  have  been  deemed  a  visiouary  aud  the- 
orist of  the  wildest  sort.  What  a  revolution  have  we  not 
witnessed  in  all  this  !  The  discussion  aud  tbe  contest  on 
the  slavery  question  have  gone  on  ever  .since,  so  as  to  ab- 
sorb almost  entirely  the  American  mind.  In  viany  re- 
spects the  results  of  that  discussion  have  not  he.KV  adcerse 
to  us.  Southern  men  no  longer  occupy  a  deprecatory  at- 
titude ujjon  the  question  of  negro  slavery  in  this  country. 
While  they  by  no  means  pretend  that  slavery  is  a  go.d 
condition  of  things,  under  any  circumstances  and  iu  all 
countries,  they  do  maintain  that,  under  the  relations  that 
the  two  races  staud  to  each  other  here,  it  is  liest  for  both 
that  the  inferior  should  be  subjected  to  the  superior.  The 
same  opinion  is  extending  even  to  the  Noith.  where  it  is 
entertained  by  many,  although  not  generally  accepted,  i 
As  evidence,  too,  of  the  growing  change  on  this  subject 
of  the  pulilic  sentiment  of  the  world,  I  may  refer  to  th« 
course  of  France  and  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  coolie 
and  the  African  apprenticeship  system  introduced  into 
their  colonies.  That  they  are  thus  running  the  slave- 
trade  in  another  form  is  rarely  denied.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  these  Governments  are  blind  to  the  real  na- 
ture of  this  coolie-trade  ;  and  the  arguments  by  which 
they  defend  it  already  afford  an  evidence  of  a  growing 
change  in  their  opinions  upon  slavery  iu  general. 
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From  the  appeal  for  recognition,  made  to 
Earl  Enssell,  by  Wm.  L.  Yancey,  P.  A. 
EosT  and  A.  Dudley  Mann,  Rebel  Commis- 
sioners, dated : 

No.  15  Half  Moon  Street,  London.  Au£;ast  14tb,  1S61. 

It  wn.i  from  no  fear  thai  the  Slaves  would  be  liberated 
that  seces-tiovi  tooTc  place.  Tlie  wry  party  in  powt-.r  has 
proposed  tn  guarantee  slavery  forever  i7i  the  fitates,  if  the 
South  would  but  remain  inthe  Union.  Mr.  Lincoln's  mes- 
sage ppjposBs  no  freedom  to  the  slave,  but  aunouuces  sub- 
jection of  his  owner  to  the  will  of  the  Uuion,  in  other 
words  to  the  will  of  the  North.  Even  after  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run.  both  branches  of  the  Congress  at  Washington 
parsed  resolutions  that  the  war  is  only  waged  in  order  to 
uphold  that  (Pro-Slavery)  Constitution,  and  to  enforce 
he  laws  (many  of  them  Pro-Slavery),  and  out  of  17-2 
rotes  iu  the  lower  House  they  received  all  but  two,  and 
ia  the  Senate  all  but  one  vote.  As  the  army  commenced 
its  march,  the  commaudinsj-freneral  issued  an  order  that 
no  slave.'?  should  be  received  into,  or  allowed  to  follow, 
the  camp. 

The  great  object  of  the  war,  therefore,  as  now  officially 
announced,  is  not  to  free  the  slave,  but  to  keep  hira  in 
subjection  to  his  owner,  and  to  control  his  labor  through 
the' legislative  channels  which  the  Lincoln  Government 
designs  to  force  upon  the  master.  The  undersigned,  there- 
fore, submit  with  confidence  that  as  far  as  theanti-sla\  ^ry 
sentiment  of  England  is  concerned,  it  can  have  no  sympa- 
thy with  tlie  North  ;  nay,  it  will  probably  become  disgusted 
with  a  canting  hypocrisy  which  would  enlist  those  sym- 
pathies on  false  pretences.  The  undersigned  are,  however, 
not  insensible  to  the  surmise  that  the  Lincoln  Government 
may.  under  stress  of  circumstances,  change  its  policy,  a 
policy  based  at  present  more  upon  a  wily  view  of  what 
is  to  be  its  effect  in  rearing  up  an  element  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  favorable  to  the  reconstruction  of  tbe  Union 
than  upon  any  honest  desire  to  uphold  a  Constitution,  the 
main  provisions  of  which  it  has  most  shamelessly  violated. 
Bnt  they  confidently  submit  to  your  Lordship's  consider- 
ation that  success  in  producing  so  abrupt  and  violent  a 
destruction  of  a  system  of  labor  which  has  reared  up  so 
vast  a  commerce  between  America  and  the  great  States  of 
Europe, which,  it  is  supposed,  liow  gives  bread  to  10.000.000 
of  the  population  of  those  States,  which,  it  may  be  safely 
assumed,  is  intimately  blended  with  the  basis  of  the  great 
manufacturing  and  navigating  prosperity  that  distin- 
guishes the  age,  and  probably  not  the  least  of  the  elements 
of  this  prosperity,  would  be  visited  with  results  disastrous 
to  the  world,  as  well  as  to  the  master  and  slave. 

These  Commissioners  made  a  verbal  state- 
ment to  Earl  Russell,  May  4th.  1861,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  despatch  of  the  Earl  to  Lord 
Lyons  : 

Foreign  Office,  May  11th.  1S61. 

My  Lord : — On  Saturday  last  I  received  at  my  house 
Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Mann,  and  Judge  Eost,  the  tbree  gentle- 
men deputed  by  the  Southern  Confederacy  to  obtain  their 
recognition  as  an  independent  State. 

One  of  these  gentlemen,  speaking  for  the  others,  dilated 
on  the  causes  which  had  induced  the  Southern  States  to 
secede  from  the  Northern.  The  principal  of  these  ra/us  .9, 
he  said,  vjris  niM  .slavery,  but  the  very  high  price  which, 
for  the  sake  of  protecting  the  Northern  mamifacttuers. 
the  South  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  m  mufaotured  goods 
which  they  required.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Southern 
Congress  was  to  reduce  these  duties,  and  to  prove  their 
Biacerity  he  gave  as  an  instance  that  Loui-iana  had  given 
up  altogether  that  protection  on  her  sugur  which  she  en- 
joyed by  the  legislation  of  the  United  States.  As  a  proof 
of  the  riches  of  the  South,  he  stated  that  of  -SS-iO, 000,000 
of  exports  of  produce  to  foreign  countries,  $270,000,000 
were   furnished  by  the  Southern  States. 

I  said  that  I  could  hold  no  official  communication  with 
the  delegates  of  the  Southern  States.  That,  h.>wever, 
when  the  question  of  recognition  came  to  be  formally  dis- 
cussed, there  were  two  points  upon  which  inquiry  must 
be  made — first,  whether  tbe  body  seeking  recognition  could 
maintain  its  position  as  an  independent  State  ;  secondly, 
in  what  manner  it  was  proposed  to  maintain  relations 
with  foreign  States. 

After  speaking  at  some  length  on  the  first  of  these  points, 
and  alluding  to  the  news  of  the  secession  of  Virginia  and 
other  intelligence  favorable  to  their  cause,  these  gentle- 
men called  my  attention  to  the  article  in  their  constitution 
prohibiting  the  slave-trade.  I  said  that  it  was  alleged 
very  currently  that  if  the  Slave  States  found  that  they 
could  not  compete  successfully  with  the  cotton  of  other 
countries  they  would  revive  the  slave-trade  for  the  pur- 
pose of  diminishing  the  cost  of  production.     They  said 


this  was  a  suspicion  unsupported  by  any  proof.  The  fact 
was,  that  they  had  pruhibited  the  slave-trade,  and  did  not 
mean  to  revive  it.  They  pointed  to  the  new  tariff  of  the 
United  States  as  a  proof  that  British  manufacturers  would 
be  nearly  excluded  from  the  North,  and  freely  admitted 
in  the  South.  Other  observations  were  made,  bnt  not  of 
very  great  importance. 

The  delegates  concluded  by  stating  that  they  should  re- 
main iu  London  for  the  present,  in  the  hope  that  the  recog" 
uition  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  would  not  be  long 
delayed.     I  am,  etc.,  J.  Kussell. 

To  all  these  arguments  and  suggestions, 
the  Earl  was  deaf,  and  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  are  still  unrecognized 


Seizures  and  Surrenders,  From  No- 
vember 4, 1860,  to  March  4,  1861. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

December  27th,  1860.  Fort  Moultrie  and 
Castle  Pinckney,  light-house  tender  and 
schooner  William  Aiken,  surrendered  by 
Captain  Coste  of  South  Carolina. 

31st.  U.  S.  Arsenal,  Post-OfiSce,  and  Cus- 
tom-House  in  Charleston  ;  arsenal  contain- 
ing seventy  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and 
other  stores. 

January  9th,  1861.  Steamer  Marion  at 
Charleston.     Star  of  the  AVest  fired  upon. 

April  13th.   Fort  Sumter  surrendered, 

GEORGIA. 

January  2d,  1861.  Forts  Pulaski  and 
Jackson  and  United  States  Arsenal,  by  State 
troops,  under  advice  from  Georgia  members 
of  CongTess. 

24th.  Arsenal  at  Augusta,  containing  two 
12-pound  howitzers,  two  cannon,  22,000 
muskets  and  rifles,  and  large  stores  of  pow- 
der, balls,  grape,  etc.  U.  S.  steamer  Ida 
seized. 

Febrirary  8th.  Brig  W.  R.  Kibby,  and 
four  other  New  York  vessels,  estimtited  at 
■$50,000,  seized  by  order  of  thp  Governor  of 
Georgia,  to  be  held  until  certain  guns  on 
board  the  Monticello,  seized  by  the  police 
of  New  York,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  agents 
of  Georgia.  Collector  of  the  port  of  Sa- 
vannah ordered  by  the  Governor  of  Geor- 
gia to  retain  all  moneys  from  customs  in 
his  possession,  and  make  no  payment  on 
account  of  the  Federal  Government. 

21st.  Three  New  York  vessels  seized  at 
Savannah  by  order  of  the  Governor. 

FLORIDA. 
January  12th,  1861.  The  Navy  Yard,  and 
Forts  Barrancas  and  McRae,  taken  by  Flori- 
da and  Alabama  troops.  Jan.  7,  Fort  Marion 
and  the  arsenal  at  St.  Augustine.  The  Chat- 
tahoochee arsenal  taken,  containing  500,000 
rounds  of  musket  cartridges,  300,000  rifle 
cartridges,  and  50,000  pounds  of  gunpowder, 
but  no  arms.  Coast  survey  schooner  F.  W. 
Dana  seized. 

ALABAMA. 

January  4th,  1861.  Fort  Morgan  seized 
by  Mobile  troops,  containing  about  5,000 
shot  and  shell.  Also  Mt.  Vernon  Arsenal, 
containing  20,000  stand  of  arms,  1,500 
barrels  of  powder,  (150,000  pounds),  some 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  large  amount  of  mu- 
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nitions  oi  war.  Captain  Morrison,  of  the 
revenue  cutter  Lewis  Cass,  surrendered  his 
vessel  on  the  demand  of  the  collector  of 
Mobile,  and  subsequently  took  command  of 
it  under  authority  of  the  State. 

MISSISSIPPI. 
January  20th,  1861.    Fort  at  Ship  Island 
seized,  and  the  U.  S.  Hospital  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

LOUISIANA.    ■ 

January  11th,  1861.  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip,  on  the  Mississippi,  and  Fort  Pike, 
on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  the  arsenal  at 
Baton  Rouge,  seized  by  State  troops.  The 
arsenal  contained  50,000  small  arms,  4  how- 
itzers, 20  heavy  pieces  of  ordnance,  2  bat- 
teries, 300  barrels  of  powder,  etc.  Also,  U. 
S.  hospital  at  New  Orleans. 

12th.  The  entire  armament  of  the  revenue 
cutter  Lewis  Cass  stored  at  Bellville  Iron 
Works. 

28th.  All  quartermasters'  and  commissary 
stores  in  possession  of  U.  S.  officials.  Reve- 
nue cutter  McClelland  surrendered  by  Cap- 
tain Breshwood.  • 

February  1st.  Mint  and  Custom-House 
containing  $599,303  in  gold  and  silver. 

TEXAS. 

January  10th,  1861.  U.  S.  guns  and  stores 
seized  on  steamship  Texas  by  Galveston 
troops. 

February  20th.  Forts  ^hadbourne  and 
Belknap  seized  by  Texans,  with  all  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Overland  Mail  Company. 

25th.  General  Twiggs  surrendered  all  Gov- 
ernment stores  in  his  command,  after  hear- 
ing that  he  had  been  superseded  in  command 
by  Colonel  Waite.  The  stores  estimated 
at  $1,300,000  >  value,  consisting  of  ,^55,000 
in  specie,  35,000  stand  of  arms,  26  pieces  of 
mounted  artillery,  44  dismounted,  ammuni- 
tion, horses,  wagons,  forage,  etc. 

March  2d.  Revenue  cutter  Dodge  seized 
by  Texas  authorities,  in  Galveston  bay. 

6th.  Fort  Brown  surrendered. 

ARKANSAS. 

February  8th,  1861.  Arsenal  at  Litttle 
Rock  seized,  containing  9,000  small  arms,  40 
caimon,  and  quantities  of  ammunition,  etc. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 
January  8th,  1861.  Forts  Johnson  and 
Caswell  seized  by  the  State  militia.  Gov- 
ernor Ellis  ordered  them  to  be  surrendered  to 
the  United  States  authorities,  with  an  inti- 
mation to  the  President  that  if  any  attempt 
shovald  be  made  to  reinforce  them,  they 
would  be  again  seized  and  held  by  the  State. 

Governor  Letcher  of  Virginia,  in  his.  an- 
nual message  of  December  31st,  1861,  thus 
alluded  to  Fortress  Monroe  : 

"It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Fortress 
Monroe  is  not  in  our  possession  ;  that  it  was 
not  as  easily  captured  as  the  Navy  Yard 
and  Harper's  Ferry.     As  far  back  as  the 


8fh  of  January  last,  I  consulted  with  a 
gentleman  whose  position  enabled  him  to 
know  the  strength  of  that  fortress,  and 
whose  experience  in  military  matters  en- 
aliled  him  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the 
number  of  men  that  would  be  required  to 
capture  it.  He  represented  it  to  be  one  of 
the  strongest  fortifications  in  the  world,  and' 
expressed  his  doubts  whether  it  could  be 
taken,  unless  assailed  by  water  as  well  as  by 
land,  and  simultaneously.  He  stated,  em- 
phatically and  distinctly,  that  with  the  force 
then  in  the  fortress,  it  woiild  be  xiseless  to 
attempt  its  capture  without  a  large  force 
thoroughly  equipped  and  well  appointed. 
At  no  time  previous  to  the  secession  of 
Virginia  had  we  a  military  organization 
siTfficient  to  justify  an  attempt  to  take  it, 
and  events  since  that  occurrence  demon- 
strate very  clearly  that  with  our  military 
organization  since,  and  now  existing,  it  has 
not    been    deemed    prudent    to  make   the 

attempt."  

Mr.  Buchanan's  Cabinet. 

December  12th,  1860.  Lewis  Cass  resigned 
as  Secretary  of  State,  because  the  President 
declined  to  reinforce  the  forts  in  Charleston 
harbor.  December  17th.  Jeremiah  S.  Black 
was  appointed  his  successor. 

December  10th.  Howell  Cobb  resigned 
as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — "  his  duty  to 
Georgia  requiring  it. "  December  12th. 
Philip  F.  Thomas  appointed  his  successor, 
and  resigned,  January  11th,  1861,  because 
differing  from  the  President  and  a  majority 
of  the  cabinet,  "  in  the  measures  which  have 
been  adopted  in  reference  to  the  recent  con- 
dition of  things  in  South  Carolina, "  espe- 
cially "  touching  the  authority,  under  exist- 
ing laws,  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  cus- 
toms at  the  port  of  Charleston.  "  January 
11th,  1861.  John  A.  Dix  appointed  his  suc- 
cessor. 

29th.  John  B.  Floyd  resigned  as  Secre- 
tary of  War,  because,  after  the  transfer  of 
Major  Anderson's  command  from  Fort  Moul- 
trie to  Fort  Sumter,  the  President  declined 
"  to  withdraw  the  garrison  fr^i  the  harbor 
of  Charleston  altogether. " 

December  31st.  Joseph  Holt,  Postmas- 
ter-General, was  entrusted  with  the  tempo- 
rary charge  of  the  War  Department,  and 
January  18th,  1861,  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

January  8th,  1861.  Jacob  Thompson  re- 
signed as  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  because 
"  additional  troops,  he  had  heard,  have  been 
ordered  to  Charleston"  in  the  Star  of  the 
West. 

December  17th,  1860.  Jeremiah  S.  Black 
resigned  as  Attorney-General,  and  Edwin 
M.  Stanton,  December  20th,  was  appointed 
his  successor. 

January  18th,  1861.  Joseph  Holt  re- 
signed as  Postmaster-General,  and  Hokatio 
King,  February  12th,  1861,  was  appointed 
his  successor. 
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Correspondence  between  President 
Buchanan  and  the  "Commissioners" 
of  South  Carolina. 

The  ''Commissioners^'  to  the  President. 
Washington.  Dec.  28th,  1860. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  a  copy  of  the  full  powers  from  the 
Convention  of  the  people  of  South  CaroUna, 
under  which  we  are  "authorized  and  em- 
powered to  treat  with  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  for  the  delivery  of  the 
forts,  mapjazines,  lightliouses,  and  other 
real  estate,  with  their  appurtenances,  in  the 
limits  of  South  Carolina;  and  also  for  an 
apportionment  of  the  public  debt,  and  for  a 
division  of  all  other  property  held  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  as  agent 
of  the  Confederated  States  of  which  South 
Carolina  was  recently  a  member,  and  gen- 
erally to  negotiate  as  to  all  other  measures 
and  arrangements  proper  to  be  made  and  j 
adopted  in  the  existing  relation  of  the  par- 
ties, and  for  the  continuance  of  peace  and 
amity  between  this  Commonwealth  and  the 
Government  at  Washington." 

In  the  execution  of  this  trust,  it  is  our 
duty  to  furnish  you,  as  we  now  do.  with  an 
official  copy  of  the  Ordinance  of  Secession 
by  which  the  State  of  South  Carolina  has 
resumed  the  powers  she  delegated  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  has 
declared  her  perfect  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence. 

It  would  also  have  been  our  duty  to  have 
informed  you  that  we  were  ready  to  ne- 
gotiate with  you  upon  all  such  questions  as 
are  necessarily  raised  by  the  adoption  of 
this  ordinance,  and  that  we  were  prepared 
to  enter  upon  this  negotiation  with  the 
earnest  desire  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  and 
hostile  collision,  and  so  to  inaugurate  our 
new  relations  as  to  secure  mutual  respect, 
general  advantage,  and  a  future  of  good-will 
and  harmony  beneficial  to  all  the  parties 
concerned.  But  the  events  of  the  last 
twenty-four  hours  render  such  an  assurance 
impossible. 

We  came  here  the  representatives  of  an 
authority  which  could,  at  any  time  within 
the  past  sixty  days,  have  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  forts  in  Chai'leston  harbor,  but 
which,  upon  pledges  given  in  a  manner  that 
we  cannot  doubt,  determined  to  trust  to 
your  lionor  rather  than  to  its  own  power. 
Since  our  arrival  here,  an  officer  of  the  IJnited 
States,  acting,  as  we  are  assured,  not  only 
without,  but  against  your  orders,  has  dis- 
mantled one  fort  and  occupied  another ; 
thus  altering,  to  a  most  important  extent, 
the  condition  of  affairs  under  which  we  came. 

Until  the  circumstances  are  explained  in 
a  manner  which  relieves  us  of  all  doubt  as 
to  the  spirit  in  which  these  negotiations 
shall  be  conducted,  we  are  forced  to  suspend 
all  discussion  as  to  any  arrangements  by 
which  our  mutual  interests  might  be  ami- 
cably adjusted. 


And,  in  conclusion,  we  would  urge  upon 
you  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  troops 
from  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  Under 
Ijresent  circmnstances  they  are  a  standing 
menace  which  renders  negotiation  impos- 
sible, and,  as  our  recent  experience  shows, 
threatens  speedily  to  bring  to  a  bloody  issue 
questions  which  ought  to  be  settled  with 
temperance  and  judgment. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servants, 

E.  W.  Barnwell, 
J.  H.  Adams, 
James  L.  Orr, 
Commissioners, 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  President  to  the  "  Commissioners." 
Washington,  December  30th,  18G0. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive your  communication  of  the  28th  inst., 
together  with  a  copy  of  "your  full  powers 
from  the  Convention  of  the  people  of  South 
Carolina,"  authorizing  you  to  treat  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  on  various 
important  subjects  therein  mentioned,  and 
also  a  copy  of  the  Ordinance,  bearing  date 
on  the  20th  inst.,  declaring  that  "  the  Union 
now  subsisting  between  South  Carolina  and 
other  States,  imder  the  name  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  is  hereby  dissolved." 

In  answer  to  this  communication,  I  have 
to  say  that  my  position  as  President  of  the 
United  States  was  clearly  defined  in  the 
message  to  Congress  on  the  3d  inst.  In  that 
I  stated  that  "apart  from  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  so  far  as  this  may  be  practicable, 
the  Executive  has  no  authority  to  decide 
what  shall  be  the  relations  between  the 
Federal  Government  and  South  Carolina. 
He  has  been  invested  with  no  such  discre- 
tion. He  possesses  no  power  to  change 
the  relations  heretofore  existing  between 
them,  much  less  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  that  State.  This  would  be  to 
invest  a  mere  executive  officer  with  the 
power  of  i-ecognizing  the  dissolution  of  the 
Confederacy  among  our  thirty-three  sover- 
eign States.  It  bears  no  resemblance  to  the 
recognition  of  a  foreign  de  facto  Govern- 
ment, involving  no  such  responsibility.  Any 
attempt  to  do  this  would,  on  his  part,  be  a 
naked  act  of  usurpation.  It  is,  therefore, 
my  duty  to  submit  to  Congress  the  whole 
question  in  all  its  bearings." 

Such  is  my  opinion  still.  I  could,  there- 
fore, meet  you  only  as  private  gentlemen  of 
the  highest  character,  and  was  entirely 
willing'to  communicate  to  Congress  any 
proposition  you  might  have  to  make  to  that 
body  upon  the  subject.  Of  this  you  were  well 
aware.  It  was  my  earnest  desire  that  such 
a  disposition  might  be  made  of  the  whole 
subject  by  Congress,  who  alone  possess  the 
power,  as  to  prevent  the  inauguration  of  a 
civil  war  between  the  parties  in  regard  to 
the  possession  of  the  Federal  forts  in  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  and  I  therefore  deeply 
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regret  that,  in  your  opinion,  "  the  events  of 
the  last  twenty-four  hours  render  this  im- 
possible." 

In  conclusion,  you  urge  upon  me  the  "  im- 
mediate withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,"  stating  that  "under 
present  circumstances  they  are  a  standing 
menace  which  renders  negotiation  impos- 
sible, and,  as  our  recent  experience  shows, 
threatens  speedily  to  bring  to  a  bloody  issue 
questions  which  ought  to  be  settled  with 
temperance  and  judgment." 
_  The  reason  for  this  change  in  your  po- 
sition is,  that  since  your  arrival  in  Wash- 
ington, "an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
acting,  as  we,  (you)  are  assured,  not  only 
without,  but  against  your  (my)  orders,  has 
dismantled  one  fort  and  occupied  another — 
thus  altering  to  a  most  important  extent 
the  condition  of  affairs  under  which  we 
(you)  came."  You  also  allege  that  you 
came  here  "the  representatives  of  an  au- 
thority which  could,  at  any  time  within  the 
past  sixty  days,  have  taken  possession  of 
the  forts  in  Charleston  harbor,  but  which, 
upon  pledges  given  in  a  manner  that  we 
(you)  caimot  doubt,  determined  to  trust  to 
your  (my)  honor  rather  than  to  its  power." 

This  brings  me  to  a  consideration  of  the 
nature  of  those  alleged  pledges,  and  in  what 
manner  they  have  been  observed. 

In  my  message  of  the  3d  of  December 
last,  I  stated,  in  regard  to  the  property  of 
the  United  States  in  South  Carolina,  that  it 
"has  been  purchased  for  a  fair  equivalent, 
by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,"  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,  &c.,  and  over  these  the  authority 
"  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  "  has  been 
expressly  granted  by  the  Constitution  to 
Congress.  It  is  not  believed  that  any  at- 
tempt will  be  made  to  expel  the  United 
States  from  this  property  by  force ;  but  if 
in  this  I  should  prove  to  be  mistaken,  the 
officer  in  command  of  the  forts  has  received 
orders  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive.  In 
such  a  contingency,  the  responsibility  for 
consequences  would  rightfully  rest  upon  the 
heads  of  the  assailants. 

This  being  the  condition  of  the  parties, 
on  Saturday,  8th  December,  four  of  the 
Representatives  from  South  Carolina  called 
upon  me  and  requested  an  interview.  We 
had  an  earnest  conversation  on  the  subject 
of  these  forts,  and  the  best  means  of  pre- 
venting a  collision  between  the  parties,  for 
the  purpose  of  sparing  the  effusion  of  blood. 
I  suggested,  for  prudential  reasons,  that  it 
would  be  best  to  put  in  writing  what  they 
said  to  me  verbally.  They  did  so  accorcl- 
ingly,  and  on  Monday  morning,  the  10th 
instant,  three  of  them  presented  to  me  a 
paper  signed  by  all  the  Representatives 
from  South  Carolina,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion, of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 


Washington,  December  9th,  1860. 
"  To  His  Excellency  James  Buchanan,  Presi- 
dent of  the   United  States  : 
"  In  compliance  with  our  statement  to  you 
yesterday,  we  now  express  to  you  our  strong 
convictions    that    neither    the    constituted 
authorities,  nor  any  body  of  the  people  of 
the   State   of    South   Carolina,   will   either 
attack  or  molest  the  United  States  forts  in 
the  harbor  of  Charleston,  previously  to  the 
action  of  the  Convention,  and  we  hope  and 
believe   not  until   an  offer  has  been  made 
throiigh  an  accredited  representative  to  ne- 
gotiate for  an  amicable  arrangement  of  ail 
I  matters  between  the  State  and  the  Federal 
i  Government ;    provided    that  no   reinforce- 
ments shall  be  sent  into  those  forts  and  their 
relative  military  status  shall  remain  as  at 
present.  John  McQueen, 

M.  L.  BONHAM, 
W.  W.  BOTCE, 

Lawrence  M.  Keitt." 
And  here  I  must,  in  justice  to  myself, 
remark  that  at  the  time  the  paper  was  pre- 
sented to  me  I  objected  to  the  word  "  pro- 
vided," as  it  might  be  construed  into  an 
agreement  on  my  part,  which  I  never  would 
make.  They  said  that  nothing  was  farther 
from  their  intention ;  they  did  not  so  under- 
stand it,  and  I  should  not  so  consider  it. 
It  is  evident  they  could  enter  into  no  re- 
ciprocal agreement  with  me  on  the  subject. 
They  did  not  profess  to  have  the  authority 
to  do  this,  and  were  acting  in  their  individ- 
ual character.  I  considered  it  as  nothing 
more,  in  effect,  than  the  promise  of  highly 
honorable  gentlemen  to  exert  their  influence 
for  the  purpose  expressed.  The  event  has 
proven  that  they  have  faithfully  kept  this 
promise,  although  I  have  never  since  re- 
ceived a  line  from  any  one  of  them  nor  from 
any  member  of  the  Convention  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  well  known  that  it  was  my  de- 
termination, and  this  I  freely  expressed,  not 
to  reinforce  the  forts  in  the  harbor,  and 
thus  produce  a  collision,  until  the^r  had 
been  actually  attacked  or  until  I  had  certain 
evidence  that  they  were  about  to  be  at- 
tacked. This  paper  I  received  most  cor- 
dially, and  considered  it  as  a  happy  omen 
that  peace  might  be  still  preserved,  and  that 
time  might  be  thus  given  for  reflection. 
This  is  the  whole  foundation  for  the  alleged 
pledge. 

But  I  acted  in  the  same  manner  as  I 
would  have  done  had  I  entered  into  a  posi- 
tive and  formal  agreement  with  parties- 
capable  of  contracting,  although  such  an 
agreement  would  have  been  on  my  part, 
from  the  nature  of  my  official  duties,  im- 
possible. The  world  knows  that  I  have 
never  sent  any  reinforcements  to  the  forts 
in  Charleston  harbor,  and  I  have  certainly 
never  authorized  any  change  to  be  made 
"  in  their  relative  military  status."  Bearing 
upon  this  subject,  I  refer  you  to  an  order 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  11th 
instant,  to  Major  Anderson,  but  not  brought 
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to  my  notice  until  the  21st  instant 
follows : 


"Memorandum  of  verbal  instructions  to 
Major  Anderson,  First  Artillery,  com- 
manding Fort  Moultrie,  South  Carolina. 


It  is  as  t  Be  this  as  it  may,  when  I  learned  that 
Major  Anderson  had  left  Fort  Moultrie  and 
proceeded  to  Fort  Sumter,  my  first  prompt- 
ings were  to  command  him  to  return  to  his 
former  position,  and  there  to  await  the  con- 
<, XT  o  .,  .  ■  ^       n  tingencies    presented    in    his   instructions 

"You  are  aware  of  the  great  anxiety  of  j  This  could  only  have  been  done  with  any 
he&ecretaryof  War  that  a  collision  of  the    degree  of  safety  to  the  command  by  thi 
troops  with  the  people  of  his  State  shall  be    concurrence  of  the  South  Carolina  auThori 
avoided,  and  of  his  studied  determination  to  j  ties.     But  before  any  step  could  possibly 
pursue  a  course  with  reference  to  the  force   have  been  taken  in  this  direction    we  re- 


and  forts  in  this  harbor  which  shall  guard 
against  such  a  collision.  He  has  therefore 
carefully  abstained  from  increasing  the  force 
at  this  point,  or  taking  any  measure  which 
might  add  to  the  present  excited  state  of 
the  public  mind,  or  which  would  throw  any 
doubt  on  the  confidence  he  feels  that  South 
Carolina  will  not  attempt  by  violence  to 
obtain  possession  of  the  public  works,  or 
interfere  with  their  occupancy. 

"  But,  as  the  counsel  and  acts  of  rash  and 
impulsive  persons  may  possibly  disappoint 
these  expectations  of  the  Government,  he 
deems  it  proper  that  you  should  be  prepared 
with  instructions  to  meet  so  unhappy  a 
contingency.  He  has,  therefore,  directed 
me  verbally  to  give  you  such  instructions. 
"You  are  carefully  to  avoid  every  act 
which  would  needlessly  tend  to  provoke 
aggression,  and  for  that  reason  yovi  are  not, 
without  negessity,  to  take  up  any  position 
which  could  be  construed  into  the  assump- 
tion of  a  hostile  attitude ;  biit  you  are  to 
hold  possession  of  the  forts  in  this  harbor, 
and,  if  attacked,  you  are  to  defend  yourself 
to  the  last  extremity.  The  smallness  of 
your  force  will  not  permit  you,  perhaps,  to 
occupy  more  than  one  of  the  three  forts ; 
but  an  attack  on  or  attempt  to  take  pos- 
session of  either  of  them  will  be  regarded 
as  an  act  of  hostility,  and  you  may  then  put 
your  command  into  either  of  them  which 
you  may  deem  most  proper  to  increase  its 
power  of  resistance.  You  are  also  author- 
ized to  take  similar  steps  whenever  you  have 
tangible  evidence  of  a  design  to  proceed  to 
a  hostile  act.  D.  P.  Butler, 

"Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
"Fort  Moultrie,  {S.  C.)  Dec.  11th,  1860. 
"  This  is  in  conformity  to  my  instructions 
to  Major  Buell. 

"John  B.  Floyd,  Secretary  of  "War." 
These  were  the  last  instructions  trans- 
mitted to  Major  Anderson  before  his  re- 
moval to  Fort  Sumter,  with  a  single  excep- 
tron,  in  regard  to  a  particular  which  does 
not  in  any  degree  affect  the  present  question. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  clear  that 
Major  Anderson  acted  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, and  without  authority, — unless, 
indeed,  he  "had  tangible  evidence  of  a 
design  to  proceed  to  a  hostile  act"  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina, 


ceived  information  that  the  "  Palmetto  flag 
floated  out  to  the  breeze  at  Castle  Pinckney, 
and  a  large  military  force  went  over  last 
night  (the  27th)  to  Fort  Moultrie."  Thus 
the  authorities  of  South  Carolina,  without 
waiting  or  asking  for  any  explanations,  and 
doubtless  believing,  as  you  have  expressed 
it,  that  the  officer  had  acted  not  only  with- 
out but  against  my  orders,  on  the  very  next 
day  after  the  night  when  the  removal  was 
made,  seized,  by  a  military  force,  two  of  the 
three  Federal  forts  in  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton, and  have  covered  them  under  their 
own  flag  instead  of  that  of  the  United 
States. 

At  this  gloomy  period  of  our  history, 
startling  events  succeed  each  other  rapidly. 
On  the  very  day,  the  27th  instant,  that 
possession  of  these  two  forts  was  taken,  the 
Palmetto  flag  was  raised  over  the  Federal 
custom-house  and  post-office  in  Charleston ; 
and  on  the  same  day  every  officer  of  the 
customs— Collector,  Naval  Officer,  Surveyor 
and  Appraiser — resigned  their  offices.  And 
this,  although  it  was  well-known  from  the 
language  of  my  message  that  as  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  I  felt  myself  bound  to  collect 
the  revenue  at  the  port  of  Charleston  under 
the  existing  laws.  In  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton we  now  find  three  forts  confronting  each 
other,  over  all  of  which  the  Federal  flag  floats 
ed  four  days  ago ;  but  now,  over  two  of  them 
this  flag  has  been  supplanted,  and  the  Pal- 
metto flag  has  been  substituted  in  its  stead. 
It  is  under  these  circumstances  that  I  am 
urged  immediately  to  withdraw  the  troops 
from  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and  I  am 
informed  that  without  this  negotiation  is 
impossible.  This  I  cannot  do ;  this  I  will 
not  do.  Such  an  idea  was  never  thought 
of  by  me  in  any  possible  contingency.  No 
such  allusion  had  been  made  in  any  com- 
munication between  myself  and  any  human 
being. 

But  the  inference  is  that  I  am  bound  to 
withdraw  the  troops  from  the  only  fort  re- 
maining in  the  possession  of  the  United 
States  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  because 
the  officer  there  in  command  of  all  the  forts 
thought  proper,  without  instructions,  to 
change  his  position  from  one  of  them  to 
another. 
At  this  point  of  writing,  I  have  received 


which  has  not  yet  been  alleged.  Still  he  is  information  by  telegraph  from  Capt.  Ilum- 
a  brave  and  honorable  officer,  and  justice  phreys,  in  command  of  the  arsenal  at 
requires  that  he  should  not  be  condemned  Charleston,  that  "it  has  to-day  (Sunday, 
without  a  fair  hearing.  '  the  30th)  been  taken  by  force  of  arms."     It 
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is    estimated    that  the   munitions   of  war , 
belongino:  to  the  United  States  in  this  arsenal 
are  worth  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

Comment  is  needless.  After  this  infor- 
mation, I  have  only  to  add  that,  whilst  it  is 
my  duty  to  defend  Fort  Sumter  as  a  portion 
of  the  public  property  of  the  United  States 
against  hostile  attacks,  from  whatever  quar- 
ter they  may  come,  by  such  means  as  I  may 
possess  for  this  purpose,  I  do  not  perceive 
how  such  a  defence  can  be  construed  into  a 
menace  against  the  city  of  Charleston. 

With  great  personal  regard,  I  remain 
yours,  very  respectfully, 

James  Buchanan. 
To   Honorable  Robert  W.  Barnwell,  James 
H.  Adams,  James  L.  Orr. 

January  1st,  1861.  The  "  Commissioners" 
replied  at  length,  alleging,  with  reference  to 
the  President's  declaration,  thai;  he  could 
not  withdraw  the  troops  from  Charleston 
harbor,  that  he  had  in  conversation  left  a 
different  impression  upon  their  minds  and 
the  minds  of  others  who  had  approached 
him  on  that  subject,  and  generally  reflecting' 
upon  the  motives  of  the  President.  This 
paper,  Mr.  Buchanan  "declined  to  receive." 
In  the  State  Convention  of  South  Carolina, 
December  19th,  1860,  upon  a  proposition  of 
Mr.  Magrath  to  appoint  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  relations  of  the  State  to  ihe  forts, 
Mr.  \V.  PoECHER  Miles  alluded  to  the  inter- 
view between  the  President  and  the  South 
Carolina  representatives  in  Congress  relative 
to  the  forts,  and  "expressed  his  solemn 
opinion  that  the  President  was  not  going  to 
attempt  to  reinforce  those  forts."  Subse- 
quently Mr.  Miles  and  Mr.  Keitt  made  to 
the  Convention  a  written  statement  sustain- 
ing the  offensive  allegations  of  the  Commis- 
sioners as  to  the  President's  good  faith  to 
them.  These  papers  are  too  long  for  inser- 
tion, and  have  but  limited  importance. 


Further  demand  of  South  Carolina 
for  Fori  Sumter. 
January  11th,  18G1.  F.  W.  Pickens,  Gover- 
nor of  South  Carolii-ia,  demanded  of  Major 
Anderson  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter  to  the 
authorities  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
to  prevent  a  "waste  of  life."  Same  day 
Major  Anderson  replied,  announcing  his  re- 
fusal, but  suggesting  that  if  at  any  time 
prior  to  a  resort  to  arms,  the  Governor 
should  deem  fit  to  "refer  this  matter  to 
Washington,"  he  could  with  much  pleasitre 
depute  one  of  hi?  officers  to  accompany  the 
Governor's  messenger.  Same  day.  Governor 
Pickens  deputed  Hon.  Isaac  \Y.  Hayne, 
Attorney-General  of  the  State,  to  proceed  to 
Washington,  pnd  demand  from  the  Presi- 
dent the  delivery  of  Fort  Sitmter  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  South  Carolina, 
adding : 

"The  demand  I  have  made  of  Major  An- 
derson, PJid  which  I  now  make  of  you,  is 
sugge?tr,d  because  of  my  earnest  desire  to 
avoid  the  bloodshed  which  a  persistence  in 


your  attempt  to  retain  possession  of  that 
fort  will  cause,  and  which  will  be  unavailing 
to  secure  you  that  possession,  but  induce  a 
calamity  most  deeply  to  be  deplored.  If 
consequences  so  unhappy  shall  ensue,  I  will 
secure  for  this  State,  in  the  demand  which  I 
now  make,  the  satisfaction  of  having  ex- 
hausted every  attempt  to  avoid  it. 

"  In  relation  to  the  public  property  of  tne 
United  States  within  Fort  Sumter  the  Hon. 
I.  W.  Hayne,  who  will  hand  you  this  com- 
munication, is  authorized  to  give  you  the 
pledge  of  the  State  that  the  valuation  of 
such  property  will  be  accounted  for  by  this 
State,  upon  the  adjustment  of  its  relations 
with  the  United  States,  of  which  it  was  a 
part.  "  F.  W.  Pickens. 

"  To  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

Upon  Colonel  Ha^me's  arrival,  ten  U.  S. 
Senators  "  from  States  which  have  already 
seceded  from  the  United  States,  or  will  have 
done  so  before  the  first  of  February  next,"* 
requested  that  he  should  not  present  his  de- 
mand imtil  these  States  should  have  formed 
a  Confederacy.  Meanwhile,  they  offered  to 
propose  to  the  President,  that  Fort  Smnter 
should  not  be  reinforced  in  the  meantime. 
To  this  Colonel  Hayne  consented,  and  the 
Senators  proposed  this  arrangement,  which 
the  President  declined  through  Hon.  Joseph 
Holt,  Secretary  of  War,  as  follows  : 

War  Department,  January  ^2d,  18G1. 
To  the    Honorable    Benjamin  Fitzpatrick, 

S.  R.  Mallory  and  John  Slidell. 

Gentlemen  :  The  President  has  received 
your  communication  of  the  19th  instant, 
with  the  copy  of  a  correspondence  between 
yourselves  and  others,  "  representing  States 
which  have  already  seceded  from  the  United 
States,  or  will  have  done  so  before  the  first 
of  February  next,"  and  Colonel  Isaac  W. 
Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  the 
(xovernment  of  that  State,  in  relation  to 
Fort  Sumter  ;  and  you  ask  the  President 
"to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
that  correspondence."  With  this  request  he 
has  complied,  and  has  directed  me  to  com- 
municate his  answer. 

In  your  letter  to  Col.  Ha^me  of  the  15th 
instant,  you  propose  to  him  to  defer  the  de- 
livery of  a  message  from  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina  to  the  President,  with  which 
he  has  been  entrusted  for  a  few  days,  or 
until  the  President  and  Col.  Hayne  shall 
have  considered  the  suggestions  which  you 
I  submit.  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  specially 
to  these  suggestions,  because  the  letter 
addressed  to  you  by  Col.  Ha3aie,  of  the  ITth 
instant,  presents  a  clear  and  .specific  answer 
to  them.  In.  this  he  says :  "  I  am  not 
clothed  with  power  to  make  the  arrange- 
ment you  suggest ;    but  provided  you  can 


*  Being  : 
Louis  T.  Wit'fall, 
John  Hemphill, 

S.  R.  Mallory,         \  ^'°'^"^^- 


•  Texas. 


C.  C.  Clay,  Jr.,  1     , 

Benjamin  Fitzpatrick  /■*■'*• 
A.  IversDu,  Georifia. 
John  Slidell, 


Jefferson  Davis,  Mississippi,  J.  P.  Beujauiin, 


(La. 
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get  assiarances,  with  which  you  are  entirely 
satisfied,  that  no  reinforcements  will  be  sent 
to  Fort  Sumter  in  the  interval,  and  that  the 
public  peace  will  not  be  disturbed  by  any 
act  of  hostility  towards  South  Carolina,  I 
will  refer  your  communication  to  the  autho- 
rities of  South  Carolina,  and,  withholding 
the  communication  with  which  I  am  at  pre- 
sent charged,  will  await  further  instructions." 

.  From  the  beginning  of  the  present  un- 
happy troubles,  the  President  has  endeav- 
ored to  perform  his  Executive  duties  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
the  country  and  to  prevent  bloodshed.  This 
is  still  his  fixed  purpose.  You,  therefore, 
do  him  no  more  than  justice  in  stating  that 
you  have  assurances  (from  his  public  mes- 
sages, I  presume)  that  "notwithstanding  the 
circumstances  under  which  Major  Anderson 
left  Fort  Moultrie  and  entered  Fort  Svimter 
with  the  forces  under  his  command,  it  was 
not  taken  and  is  not  held  with  any  hostile  or 
unfriendly  purpose  towards  your  State,  but 
merely  as  property  of  the  United  States, 
which  the  President  deems  it  his  duty  to 
protect  and  preserve,"  you  have  correctly 
stated  what  the  President  deems  to  be  his 
duty.  His  whole  object  now  is  and  has 
been,  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive,  and  to 
authorize  no  movement  against  the  people 
of  South  Carolina,  ixnless  clearly  justified 
by  a  hostile  movement  on  their  part.  He 
oould  not  have  given  a  better  proof  of  his 
desire  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood  than 

;y  forbearing  to  resort  to  the  use  of  force 
under  the  strong  provocation  of  an  attack 
•'happily  without  a  fatal  result)  on  an  un- 
armed vessel  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am  happy  to  observe  that,  in  your  letter 
to  Col.  Hayne,  you  express  the  opinion  that 
it  is  "  especially  due  from  South  Carolina  to 
Qur  States,  to  say  nothing  of  other  slave- 
holding  States,  that  she  should,  as  far  as  she 
can  consistently  with  her  honor,  avoid  ini- 
tiating hostilities  between  her  and  the  United 
States,  or  any  other  Power."  To  initiate 
such  hositilities  against  Fort  Sumter  would, 
beyond  question,  be  an  act  of  war  against  the 
United  States. 

In  regard  to  the  proposition  of  Col. 
Hayne,  '•  that  no  reinforcements  will  be  sent 
to  Fort  Smnter  in  the  interval,  and  that  the 
public  peace  will  not  be  disturbed  by  any 
act  of  hostility  towards  South  Carolina,"  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  any  such 
assurances.  The  President  has  no  authority 
to  enter  into  such  an  agreement  or  under- 
standing. As  an  executive  officer,  he  is 
Bimply  bound  to  protect  the  public  property, 
so  far  as  this  may  be  practicable;  and  it  would 
be  a  manifest  violation  of  his  duty  to  place 
himself  under  engagements  that  he  would 
not  perform  this  diity  either  for  an  indefinite 
or  a  limited  period.  At  the  present  mo- 
ment, it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  reinforce 
Major  Anderson,  because  he  makes  no  such 
request,  and  feels  quite  secure  in  his  posi- 


tion. Should  his  safety,  however,  require 
reinforcements,  every  effort  will  be  made  to 
supply  them. 

In  regard  to  an  assurance  from  the  Presi- 
dent "  that  the  public  peace  will  not  be 
disturbed  by  any  act  of  hostility  towards 
South  Carolina,"  the  answer  will  readily 
occur  to  yourselves.  To  Congress,  and  to 
Congress  alone,  belongs  the  power  to  make 
war,  and  it  would  be  an  act  of  usurpation 
for  the  Executive  to  give  any  assurance 
that  Congress  would  not  exercise  this 
power,  however  strongly  it  may  be  con- 
vinced that  no  such  intention  exists. 

I  am  glad  to  be  assured  from  the  letter  of 
Col.  Hayne,  that  "  Major  Anderson  and  his 
command  do  now  obtain  all  necessary  sup- 
plies, including  fresh  meat  and  vegetables, 
and,  I  believe,  fuel  and  water,  from  the  city 
of  Charleston,  and  do  now  enjoy  communi- 
cation, by  post  and  special  messenger,  with 
the  President,  and  will  continue  to  do  so, 
certainly  until  the  door  to  negotiation  has 
been  closed."  I  trust  that  these  facilities 
may  still  be  afforded  to  Major  Anderson. 
This  is  as  it  should  be.  Major  Anderson  is 
not  menacing  Charleston  ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  happiest  result  which  can  be 
attained  is.  that  he  and  the  authorities  of 
South  Carolina  shall  remain  on  their  pres- 
ent amicable  footing,  neither  party  being 
bound  by  any  obligation  whatever  except 
the  high  Christian  and  moral  duty  to  keep 
the  peace  and  to  avoid  all  causes  of  mutual 
irritation. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  Hoi-T, 
Secretary  of  War. 

January  31st,  1861.  Col.  Hayne,  having 
received  additional  instructions  from  Gov- 
ernor Pickens,  reciting  the  correspondence 
between  the  President  and  the  ten  Senators, 
and  expressing  his  dissatisfaction  with  the 
terms  of  tlie  latter's  reply,  demanded  pos- 
session of  Fort  Sumter  "  as  the  legal  ofBccr 
of  the  State,  asserting  its  undoubted  right  of 
eminent  domain." 

February  6th.  The  President  replied, 
through  Secretary  Holt,  asserting  the  title  of 
the  United  States  to  Fort  Sumter  as  complete 
and  incontrovertible,  and  declining  the 
demand,  as,  "  whatever  may  be  the  claim  of 
South  Carolina  to  this  fort,  he  has  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  cede  or  surrender  it." 
The  closing  paragraph  of  the  President's 
reply  is  as  follows  : 

"If  the  announcement  so  repeatedly  made 
of  the  President's  pacific  purpose  in  contin- 
uing the  occupation  of  Fort  Sumter  until 
the  question  si;  all  be  settled  by  competent 
authority,  has  failed  to  impress  the  Govern- 
ment of  South  Carolina,  the  forbearing  con- 
duct of  the  Administration  for  the  last  few 
months  should  be  received  as  conclusive 
evidence  of  his  sincerity.  And  if  this  for- 
bearance, in  view  of  the  circumstances  which 
have  so  severely  tried  it,  be  not  accepted  aa 
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a  satisfactory  pledge  of  the  peaceful  policy 
of  this  Administration  towards  South  Caro- 
lina, then  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that 
neither  language  nor  conduct  can  possibly 
furnish  one.  If,  with  all  the  multiplied 
proofs  which  exist  of  the  President's  anxiety 
for  peace,  and  of  the  earnestness  with  which 
he  has  pursued  it,  the  authorities  of  that 
State  shall  assault  Fort  Sumter,  and  peril 
the  lives  of  the  handful  of  brave  and  loyal 
men  shut  up  within  its  walls,  and  thus 
plunge  our  common  country  into  the  hor- 
rors of  civil  war,  then  vipon  them  and  those 
they  represent,  must  rest  the  responsibility." 


"  Commissioner  from  Alabama." 

February  1st,  1861.  Hon.  C.  0.  Clay,  Jr., 
Senator  from  Alabama,  addressed  the  Presi- 
dent, informing  him  that  Hon.  Thomas  J. 
Judge  of  Alabama  had  arrived,  "  duly  com- 
missioned to  negotiate  with  the  Govermnent 
of  the  United  States  in  reference  to  the 
forts,  arsenals  and  custom-houses  in  that 
State,  and  the  debt  of  the  United  States," 
and  desiring  when  he  might  have  an  audience 
"  to  present  his  credentials  and  enter  upon 
the  proposed  negotiations." 

2d.  The  President  replied,  stating  that 
he  would  be  happy  to  receive  Mr.  Judge 
as  a  "  distinguished  citizen  of  Alabama," 
and  that,  in  his  judgment,  he  had  no 
power  to  recognize  him  in  the  character 
ascribed  to  him.  Mr.  Clay,  under  date 
of  February  5th,  volunteered  to  give  the 
President  his  views  of  men  and  things,  in  an 
excited  epistle,  which  scarcely  deserves  pre- 
servation, either  for  intrinsic  merit  of  style 
or  thought  for  historical  value. 


Transfer    of    U.   S.  Arms    South    in 
1858-60. 

Eeport  (Abstract  of)  made  by  Mr.  B.Stan- 
ton, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
in  House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  18th,  1861 : 

The  Committee  on  MiUtary  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  31st  of  Decem- 
ber last,  instructing  said  committee  to  in- 
quire and  report  to  the  House,  how,  to 
whom,  and  at  what  price,  the  public  arms 
distributed  since  the  1st  day  of  January, 
A. D.  1860,  have  been  disposed  of;  and  also 
into  the  condition  of  the  forts,  arsenals,  dock- 
yards, etc.,  etc.,  submit  the  following  report : 

That  it  appears  from  the  papers  herewith 
submitted,  that  Mr.  Floyd,  the  late  Secretary 
of  AVar,  by  the  authority  or  under  color  of 
the  law  of  March  3d,  1825,  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  sell  any  arms,  ammu- 
nition, or  other  military  stores  which  should 
be  found  unsuitable  for  the  public  service, 
gold  to  s^^ndry  persons  and  States  31,610 
flint-lock  muskets,  altered  to  percussion,  at 
$2.50  each,  between  the  1st  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1860,  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  a.  d. 
1861.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  testimony  of 
Colonel  Craig  and  Captain  Maynadier,  that 


they  differ  as  to  whether  the  arms  so  sold 
had  been  found,  "  upon  proper  inspection,  to 
be  unsuitable  for  the  pubUc  service." 

Whilst  the  Committee  do  not  deem  it  im- 
portant to  decide  this  question,  they  say, 
that  in  their  judgment  it  would  require  a 
very  liberal  construction  of  the  law  to  bring 
these  sales  within  its  provisions. 

It  also  appears  that  on  the  21st  day  of 
November  last,  Mr.  Belknap  made  applica- 
tion to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  purchase 
of  from  one  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand United  States  muskets,  flint-locks  and 
altered  to  percussion,  at  $2.15  each  ;  but  the 
Secretary  alleges  that  the  acceptance  was 
made  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  price 
bid,  he  supposing  it  was  $2.50  each,  instead 
of  .$2.15. 

Mr.  Belknap  depies  all  knowledge  of  any 
mistake  or  misapprehension,  and  insists  upon 
ihe  performance  of  his  contract. 

The  present  Secretary  refuses  to  recognize 
the  contract,  and  the  muskets  have  not  been 
delivered  to  Mr.  Belknap. 

Mr.  Belknap  testifies  that  the  musketa 
were  intended  for  the  Sardinian  government. 

It  will  appear  by  the  papers  herewith  sub- 
mitted, that  on  the  29th  of  December,  1859, 
the  Secretary  of  War  ordered  the  transfer 
of  65,000  percussion  muskets,  40,000  mus- 
kets altered  to  percussion,  and  10,000  per- 
cussion rifles,  from  the  Springfield  Armory 
and  the  AVatertown  and  Watervliet  Arse- 
nals, to  the  Arsenals  at  Fayetteville,  N.  C, 
Charleston,  S.  C,  Augusta,  Ga.,  Moimt  Ver- 
non, Ala.,  and  Baton  Rouge.  La.,  and  that 
these  arms  were  distributed  during  the 
spring  of  1860  as  follows  : 

PereusBion  Altered 

muskets,  muskets.  Rifles. 

To  Ch.arleston  Arsenal,             9,280  5,720  2.000 

To  North  Carolina  Arsenal,    15,480  9,520  2,000 

.To  Augusta  Arsenal,               12,380  7,620  2,000 

To  Mount  Vernon  Arsenal,      9,280  5,720  2,000 

To  Baton  Rouge  Arsenal,      18,580  11,420  2,000 


65,000  40,000  10,000 
All  of  these  arms,  except  those  sent  to  the 
North  Carolina  Arsenal,*  have  been  seized 
by  the  authorities  of  the  several  States  of 
South  Carolina,  Alabama,  Louisiana  and 
Georgia,  and  are  no  longer  in  possession  of 
the  United  States. 

It  will  appear  by  the  testimony  herewith 
presented,  that  on  the  20th  of  October  last 
the  Secretary  of  War  ordered  forty  colum- 
biads  and  four  thirty-two  pounders  to  be 
sent  from  the  Arsenal  at  Pittsburg  to  the 
fort  on  Ship  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Missis- 
sippi, then  in  an  imfinished  condition,  and 
seventy  columbiads  and  seven  thiity-two 
pounders  to  be  sent  from  the  same  Arsenal 
to  the  fort  at  Galveston,  in  Texas,  the  build- 
ing  of  which  had  scarcely  been  commenced. 
This  order  was  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  without  any  report  from  the  Engineer 
department  showing  that   said  works  were 

*  These  were  afterwards  seized 
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ready  for  their  armament,  or  t?.at  the  guns 
were  needed  at  either  of  said  points. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  testimony  of  Cap- 
tain Wri.cfht,  of  the  Engineer  department, 
that  the  fort  at  Galveston  cannot  be  ready 
for  its  entire  armament  in  less  than  about 
five  years,  nor  for  any  part  of  it  in  less  than 
two ;  and  that  the  fort  at  Ship  Island  will 
require  an  appropriation  of  $85,000  and  one 
year's  time  before  it  can  be  ready  for  any 
part  of  its  armament.  This  last  named  fort 
has  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  State 
authorities  of  Mississippi. 

The  order  of  the  late  Secretary  of  "War 
(Floyd)  was  countermanded  by  the  present 
Secretary  (Holt)  before  it  had  been  fully 
executed  by  the  shipment  of  said  guns  from 
Pittsburg.* 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  communication  from 
the  Ordnance  office  of  the  21st  of  January 
last,  that  by  the  last  returns  there  were  re- 
maining in  the  United  States  arsenals  and 
armories  the  following  small  arms,  viz : 
Percussion  muskets   and    muskets 

altered  to  percussion  of  calibre  69,  499,554 
Percussion  rifles,  calibre  54 42,011 


Total 541,565 

Of  these  60,878  were  deposited  in  the  ar- 
senals of  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  and 
Louisiana,  and  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
authorities  -of  those  States,  reducing  the 
number  in  possession  of  the  United  States 
to  480.687. 

Since  the  date  of  said  communication,  the 
following  additional  forts  and  military  posts 
have  been  taken  possession  of  by  parties 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  States  in 
which  they  are  respectively  situated,  viz  : 

Fort  Moultrie,  South  Carolina, 

Fort  Morgan,  Alaljama. 

Baton  Rouge  Barracks,  Louisiana. 

Fort  Jackson,  Louisiana. 

Fort  St.  Philip,     '• 

Fort  Pike,  Louisiana. 

Oglethorpe  Barracks,  Georgia. 

And  the  department  has  been  unofficially 
advised  that  the  arsenal  at  Chattahoochee, 
Forts  McRea  and  Barrancas,  and  Barrancas 
Barracks,  have  been  seized  by  the  authori- 
ties of  Florida. 

To  what  further  extent  the  small  arms  in 
possession  of  the  United  States  may  have 
been  reduced  by  these  figures,  your  com- 
mittee have  not  been  advised. 

The  whole  nmnber  of  the  sea-board  forts 
in  the  United  States  is  fifty-seven ;  their 
appropriate  garrison  in  war  would  require 
26,420  men;   their  actual  garrison  at  this 

*  The  attempted  removal  of  these  heavy  guns  from 
Allegheny  Arsenal,  late  in  December,  1860,  created  in- 
tense excitement.  A  monster  mass  meeting  assembled 
at  the  call  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  citizens  of  all 
parties  aided  in  the  effort  t<>  prevent  the  shipment. 
Through  the  interposition  of  Hon.  J.  K.  Moorhead,  Hon. 
R.  McKnight,  Judge  Shaler,  Judge  Wilkins,  Judge 
Shannon,  and  others,  inquiry  vras  instituted,  and  a  revo- 
cation of  the  order  obtained.  The  Secessionists  in  Con- 
gress bitterly  complained  of  the  '•  mob  law"  which  thus 
interfered  with  the  ruuiine  of  troverumeatal  affairu. 


time  is  1,334  men,  1,308  of  whom  are  in  the 
forts  at  Governor's  Island,  New  York ;  Fort 
McHenry,  Maryland;  Fort  Monroe,  Vir- 
ginia, and  at  Alcatraz  Island,  California,  in 
the  harbor  of  San  Francisco. 

From  the  facts  elicited,  it  is  certain  that 
the  regular  military  force  of  the  United 
States  is  wholly  inadequate  to  the  protec- 
tior.  of  the  forts,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and 
other  property  of  the  United  States  in  the 
present  disturbed  condition  of  the  country. 
The  regular  army  numbers  only  18,000  men 
when  recruited  to  its  maximum  strength, 
and  the  whole  of  this  force  is  required  for 
the  protection  of  the  border  settlements 
against  Indian  depredations.  Unless  it  is 
the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  forts, 
arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  public  pro- 
perty, shall  be  exposed  to  capture  and  spo- 
liation, the  President  must  be  armed  with 
additional  force  for  their  protection. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  the  law 
of  February  2Sth,  1795,  confers  upon  the 
President  ample  power  to  call  out  the  mili- 
tia to  execute  the  laws  and  protect  the 
public  property.  But  as  the  late  Attorney- 
General  has  given  a  different  opinion,  the 
Committee,  to  remove  all  doubt  upon  the 
subject,  report  the  accompanying  bill,  etc. 

OTHER    ITEMS. 

Slafement  of  Arms  disirihuted  hy  Sale  since  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, iS60,  to  whom  sold,  and  the  place  whence  sold. 
1860.  Arsenals 

To  whom  sold.  iVo.     Date  of  sale.      Where  sold. 

J.  W.  Zaeharle  &  Co. .4,000        Feb.    3    St.  Louis. 

James  T.  Ames 1  OOO        Mar.l4    New  York. 

Captain  G.  Barry 80        June  11     St.  Louis.' 

W.  C.  N.  Swift 400        Aug.  31     Springfield. 

Do 80        Nov.  13  Do. 

State  of  Alabama 1.000        Sep.  27    Baton  Rouge. 

Do 2,500        Nov.  14  Do. 

State  of  Virginia 5,000        Nov.   6    Washington. 

Phillips  countv,  Ark...     50        Nov.  16    St.  Louis. 
G.B.Lamar..." 10,000       Nov.  24    Watervliet. 

The  arms  were  all  flint-lock  muskets  al- 
tered to  percussion,  and  were  all  sold  at 
$2.50  each,  except  those  purchased  by  Cap- 
tain G.  Barry  and  by  the  Phillips  county 
volunteers,  for  which  $2  each  were  paid. 

The  Mobile  Advertiser  says  :  "  During  the 
past  year  135,430  muskets  have  been  quietly 
transferred  from  the  Northern  arsenal  at 
Springfield  alone,  to  those  in  the  Southern 
States.  We  are  much  obliged  to  Secretary 
Floyd  for  the  foresight  he  has  thus  dis- 
played in  disarming  the  North  and  equip- 
ping the  South  for  this  emergency.  There  is 
no  telling  the  quantity  of  arms  and  muni- 
tions which  were  sent  South  from  other 
Northern  arsenals.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  every  man  in  the  South  who  can  carry 
a  gun  can  now  be  supplied  from  private  or 
public  sources.  The  Springfield  contribu- 
tion alone  would  arm  all  the  militiamen  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi." 

General  Scott,  in  his  letter  of  December 
2d,  1862,  on  the  early  history  of  the  liebel- 
lion,  states  that  "  Rhode  Island,  Delaware 
and  Texas  had  not  drawn,  at  the  end  of 
1860,  their  annual  quotas  of  arms  for  that 
year,   and    Massachusetts,   Tennessee,   and 
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Kentucky  only  in  part ;  Virginia,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi  and  Kansas  were,  by  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  supplied  with  their 
quotas  for  IRfil  in  advance,  and  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Maryland  in  part." 

This  advance  of  arms  to  eight  Southern 
States  is  in  addition  to  the  transfer,  about 
the  same  time,  of  115,000  muskets  to  South- 
ern arsenals,  as  per  Mr.  Stanton's  report. 

Governor  Letcher  of  Tirginia,  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  December,  1861,  says,  that  for  some 
time  prior  to  secession,  he  had  been  engaged 
in  purchasing  arms,  ammunition,  etc. ; 
among  which  were  13  Parrott  rifled  cannon, 
and  5,000  muskets.  He  desired  to  buy  from 
the  United  States  Government  10,000 
more,  when  buying  the  5,000,  but  he  says 
"  the  authoi-ities  declined  to  sell  them  to 
us,  although  five  times  the  number  were 
then  in  the  arsenal  at  Washington."  Had 
Jefferson  Davis'  bill  relative  to  the  purchase 
of  arms  become  a  law,  the  result  might  have 
been  different. 


Sale  of  Arms  to  States. 

January  9th,  1860.  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis 
of  Mississippi  introduced  to  the  Senate  a 
bill  "  to  authorize  the  sale  of  public  arms  to 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  and  to 
regulate  the  appointment  of  Superintend- 
ents of  the  National  Armories." 

18th.  He  reported  it  from  the  Military 
Committee  without  amendment. 

February  21st.  Mr.  Davis.  I  should  like  | 
the  Senate  to  take  up  a  little  bill  which  I 
hope  will  excite  no  discussion.  It  is  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  States  to  purchase 
arms  from  the  National  Armories.  TJiere 
are  a  number  of  volunteer  companies  ivant- 
ing  to  purchase  arms,  but  the  States  have 
not  a  sufficient  supply.  I  move  to  take  up 
the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : — 

Section  1.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  to  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  on 
application  of  the  Governor  thereof,  arms 
made  at  the  United  States  Armories,  to 
such  extent  as  may  be  spared  from  the  pub- 
lic supplies  without  injury  or  inconvenience 
to  the  service  of  the  General  Government, 
upon  payment  therefor,  in  each  case,  of  an 
amount  sufficient  to  replace,  by  fabrication  at 
the  national  armories,  the  arms  so  issued. 

Section  2.  That  so  much  of  the  act  ap- 
proved August  5th,  eighteen  himdred  and 
fifty-four,  as  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a 
civilian  as  superintendent  of  each  of  the 
national  armories  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed,  and  that  the  superintendents  of 
these  armories  shall  hereafter  be  selected 
from  officers  of  the  ordnance  corps. 

After  a  brief  discussion,  it  was  made  a 
special  order  for  February  23d. 

23d.  Its  consideration  was  resumed.  _Mr. 


Fessenden  calling  for  an  explanation  of  the 
reasons  upon  which  the  first  section  is 
founded, 

Mr.  Davis  said:  "It  is,  that  the  volunteer 
companies  of  the  States  desiring  arms,  may 
purchase  them  of  the  Government  manu- 
facture. It  is  a  long  settled  policy— and  I 
think  a  wise  one  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States — to  furnish  arms,  of  the  approved  pat- 
tern for  the  public  service,  to  the  militia. 
The  appropriation  which  is  made  to  supply 
the  militia  with  arms,  has  not  been  found 
sufficient.  There  are  constant  applications 
for  arms  beyond  the  quota.  The  Secretary 
of  War  has  no  authority  to  issue  them  be- 
yond the  fixed  allowance  to  each  State,  be- 
ing its  pro  rata  share  of  the  arms  which 
may  be  made  with  $200,000.  The  Secretary 
of  War,  under  that  pressure,  has  this  year 
recommended  that  the  appropriation  for  the 
arming  of  the  militia  should  be  increased. 
In  the"  meantime,  there  are  volunteer  com- 
panies with  State  appropriations  anxious  to 
obtain  arms  if  they  will  be  furnished.  -If 
the  Congress  thinks  proper  to  exclude  them 
from  the  purchase  of  arms  from  the  armories, 
then  they  must  goto  private  establishments, 
and  get  patterns  which  are  not  those  estab- 
lished by  the  Government,  arms  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  inferior ;  and  arms  which,  if  they 
were  brought  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  event  of  the  country  being  in- 
volved in  war,  would  not  receive  the  ammu- 
nition which  the  Government  supplies.  If 
they  are  to  buy  arms  at  all,  it  is  therefore 
advantageous  that  they  should  buy  the  Gov- 
ernment  pattern." — Congressional  Globe,  1st 
Session,  Mfh  Congress,  Part  1,  p.  862. 

March  1st.  Its  consideration  was  re 
sumed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull  of  Illinois,  ar 
amendment  was  inserted  in  the  first  section, 
requiring  the  payment  "  in  cash,  at  the  timf 
of  delivery."  It  was  debated  further,  without 
a  vote. 

5th.  Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to  add  the 
following  to  the  first  section  : 

Provided,  That  the  whole  number  of  arms 
which  may  be  sold,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
ascertained  and  determined  in  each  year  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  no  State  or  Ter- 
ritory shall  be  allowed  to  purchase  a  num- 
ber of  arms  bearing  a  greater  proportion  to 
the  whole  number  so  ascertained  and  deter- 
mined, than  the  Federal  population  of  such 
State  or  Territory  bears  to  the  aggregate 
Federal  population  of  all  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories of  the  Union,  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  the  United  States  next  preceding  such 
purchase. 

16th.  Mr.  Davis  of  Mississippi  moved  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  substitute  for  the  above  proviso : 

"That  the  sales  of  each  year  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  increased  manufacture  which  may 
result  from  said  sales;  and  that  the  whole  num- 
ber to  be  sold,  if  less  than  the  requisitiona 
made,  shall  be  divided  between  the  States 
applying  to  purchase,  pro  rata,  as  arms  fur- 


SECESSION"   MOVEMENT   DEVELOPED. 


37 


nibhed  by  the  United  States  are  now  distrib- 
uted." 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  28,  nays  18,  as 
follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Brafjsr,  Bricrht.Brown, 
Clay,  Clinffman,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fitch,  Fitzpatrick, 
Green,  Gwia,  Hararaoud,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Joliuson  of 
Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy,  Latham,  Mal- 
lory,  Nicholson,  Pearce,  Powell,  Sebastian,  Thomson, 
Toombs,  and  Wigfall— 28. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Hamlin,  Harlau,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 18. 

A  party  vote.  Democrats  in  affirmative — 
Republicans  in  negative. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  then 
adopted. 

A  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
was  lost— yeas  20,  nays  28. 

March  26th.  The  bill  passed — yeas  29,  nays 
18. 

Nats. — Anthony,  BiDtfham,  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamer,  Doolittle,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes, 
Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  and 
Wade. 

During  the  debate,  on  March  28th,  between 
Mr.  Simmons  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Davis 
of  Mississippi,  the  latter  made  these  remarks : 

"The  Senator  runs  into  an  error  which  1 
find  very  often  prevails,  that  the  militia  of 
the  States  are  not  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  oiir  glory  that  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  rests  upon  the  people. 
Ee  proposes,  then,  to  arm  the  militia  in 
time  of  peace  with  a  weapon  which  they  will 
Qot  use  in  time  of  war." — Congressional 
Globe,  1st  Session,  36</i  Congress,  Fart  2,  p. 
L351. 

In  the  House,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  was  not 
reported. 


How  the  Telegraph  was  made  to  aid 
in  effecting  Secession. 

Senator  Toombs  has  publicly  declared  in 
Georgia  that  he  would,  under  no  circum- 
stances, serve  in  the  Senate  after  the  in- 
auguration of  Mr.  Lincoln.  He  said  the 
same  thing  in  the  following  telegraphic 
despatch  to  Mr.  Keitt  : 

"Macon,  November  14th,  1860. 

"  To  Hon.  L.  M.  Keitt  :  I  will  sustain  South 
Carolina  in  secession.  I  have  announced  to 
the  Legislature  that  I  will  not  serve  under 
Lincoln.  If  you  have  the  power  to  act,  act  at 
once.     We  have  bright  prospects  here. 

"R.  Toombs." 

SOUTHERN    MANIFESTO. 

Washington,  December  13th. 
At  the  request  of  Hon.  Reuben  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  member  of  the  Committee  of 
States,  the  Southern  members  of  Congress 
assembled  athis  rooms  to-night  and  adjourned 
at  eleven  o'clock,  at  which  the  following 
declaration  was  made  and  signed  by  those 
present.  It  had  already  been  presented  to 
the  Committee  of  Thirty-three  : 


Washington.  December  13th,  1860. 

To  our  Constituents:  The  argument  is  ex- 
hausted. All  hope  of  relief  in  the  Union, 
through  the  agency  of  committees,  Congres- 
sional legislation,  or  constitutional  amend- 
ments, is  extinguished,  and  we  trust  the 
South  will  not  be  deceived  by  appearances 
or  the  pretence  of  new  guarantees.  The  Re- 
publicans are  resolute  in  the  purpose  to 
grant  nothing  that  will  or  ought  to  satisfy 
the  South.  We  are  satisfied  the  honor,  safety, 
and  independence  of  the  Southern  people  are 
to  be  found  only  in  a  Southern  Confederacy 
— a  result  to  be  obtained  only  by  separate 
State  secession — and  that  the  sole  and  pri- 
mary aim  of  each  slaveholding  State  ought  to 
be  its  speedy  and  aljsolute  separation  from 
an  unnatural  and  hostile  Union. 

Signed  by  J.  L.  Pugh,  David  Clopton, 
Sydenham  Moore,  J.  L."M.  Curry,  and  J.  A. 
Stallworth  of  Alabama;  Alfred  Iverson,  J. 
W.  H.  Underwood,  L.  J.  Gartrell,  and  Jas. 
Jackson,  (Senator  Toombs  is  not  here,  but 
would  sign),  John  J.  Jones,  and  Martin  J. 
Crawford  of  Georgia;  Geo.  S.  Hawkins  of 
Florida.  It  is  understood  Mr.  Yulee  will 
sign  it.  T.  C.  Hindman  of  Arkansas.  Both 
Senators  will  also  sign  it.  A.  G.  Brown, 
Wm.  Barksdale,  0.  R.  Singleton,  and  Reuben 
Davis  of  Mississippi;  Burton  Craige  and 
Thos.  Rufifin  of  North  Carolina ;  J.  P.  Ben- 
jamin and  John  M.  Landrum  of  Louisiana. 
Mr.  Slidell  will  also  sign  it.  Senators  Wig- 
fall  and  Hemphill  of  Texas,  will  sign  it. 

Mr.  Davis  made  the  following  statement 
to  the  caucus : 

Being  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Thirty-three,  I  state  that  the  above  witnessed 
despatch  was  communicated  to  the  com- 
mittee this  evening,  and  a  resolution  passed 
proposing  no  specific  relief,  eight  Northern 
States  dissenting,  avowedly  intended  to 
counteract  the  effect  of  the  above  despatch, 
and,  as  I  believe,  to  mislead  the  people  of 
the  South.  From  information  derived  from 
Republican  members  of  the  committee  and 
other  Northern  Representatives,  I  fully  con- 
cur in  the  above  despatch. 

Reuben  Davis. 

The  manifesto  will  be  immediately  com- 
municated to  the  several  constituencies  of  the 
gentlemen  named  by  telegraph. 

A     TELEGRAPHIC      MANIFESTO      FROM      SENATOR 
TOOMBS. 

The  Savannah  Neios  of  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 24th,  publishes  the  following  address  to 
the  people  of  Georgia,  telegraphed  from 
Washington,  on  Saturday,  December  22d  : 

Fellow- Citizens  of  Georgia:  I  came  here 
to  secure  your  constitutional  rights,  or  to  de- 
monstrate to  you  that  you  can  get  no  guar- 
antees for  these  rights  from  your  Northern 
Confederates. 

The  whole  subject  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  in  the  Senate  yesterday. 
I  was  appointed  on  the  committee  and  ac- 
cepted the  trust.  I  sivbmitted  propositions, 
which,  so  far  from  receiving  decided  support 
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from  a  single  member  of  the  Republican 
party  on  the  committee,  were  all  treated 
with  either  derision  or  contempt.  The  vote 
was  then  taken  in  committee  on  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  proposed  by  Hon. 
J.  J.  Crittendkn  of  Kentucky,  and  each  and 
all  of  them  were  voted  against,  unanimously, 
by  the  Black  Eepixblican  members  of  the 
committee. 

•In  addition  to  these  facts,  a  majority  of 
the  Black  Republican  members  of  the  com- 
mittee declared  distinctly  that  they  had  no 
guarantees  to  offer,  which  was  silently  ac- 
qiiiesced  in  by  the  other  members. 

The  Black  Republican  members  of  this 
Committee  of  Thirteen  are  representative 
men  of  their  party  and  section,  and  to  the 
extent  of  my  information,  triily  represent 
the  Committee  of  Thirty-three  in  the  House, 
which  on  Tuesday  adjourned  for  a  week 
without  coming  to  any  vote,  after  solemnly 
pledging  themselves  to  vote  on  all  proposi- 
tions then  before  them  on  that  date. 

That  committee  is  controlled  by  Black 
Republicans,  your  enemies,  who  only  seek  to 
amuse  you  with  delusive  hope  until  your 
election,  in  order  that  you  may  defeat  the 
friends  of  secession.  If  you  are  deceived  by 
them,  it  shall  not  be  my  favilt.  I  have  put  the 
test  fairly  and  frankly.  It  is  decisive  against 
you  ;  and  now  I  tell  you  upon  the  faith  of  a 
true  man  that  all  further  looking  to  the 
North  for  secvirity  for  your  constitutional 
rights  in  the  Union  ought  to  be  instantly 
abandoned.  It  is  fraught  with  nothing  but 
ruin  to  yourselves  and  your  posterity. 

Secession  by  the  fourth  of  March  next 
should  be  thundered  from  the  ballot-box  by 
the  unanimous  voice  of  Georgia  on  the  second 
day  of  January  next.  Such  a  voice  will  be 
your  best  guarantee  for  liberty,  security, 

TRANQUILLITY  and  GLORY. 

Robert  Toombs. 
important  telegraphic  correspondence. 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  December  26th,  1860. 
Hon.  S.  A.  Douglas  or  Hon.  J.  J.  Crittenden: 
Mr.  Toombs's  despatch  of  the  22d  inst.  un- 
settled conservatives  here.  Is  there  any 
hope  for  Southern  rights  in  the  Union?  We 
are  for  the  Union  of  our  fathers,  if  Southern 
rishts  can  be  preserved  in  it.  If  not,  we  are 
for  secession.  Can  we  yet  hope  the  Union 
will  be  preserved  on  this  principle  ?  You 
are  looked  to  in  this  emergency.  Give  us 
your  views  by  despatch,  and  oblige 

William  Ezzard. 

Robert  W.  Sims. 

James  P.  Hambleton. 

Thomas  S.  Powell. 

S.  G.  Howell. 

J.  A.  Hayden. 

G.  W.  Adair. 

R.  C.  Honlester. 

Washington,  December  29th,  1860. 
In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  we  have  hopes 


that  the  rights  of  the  South,  and  of  every 
State  and  section,  may  be  protected  within 
the  Union.  Don't  give  up  the  ship.  Don't 
despair  of  the  Republic. 

J.  J.  Crittenden. 

S.  A.  Douglas. 

From  the  lialeigh  Standard  Extra  of  Janr 
iiary  'Id. 
The  State  Journal  of  to-day,  one  of  the 
organs  of  the  disunionists,  contains  a  tele- 
graphic despatch  calculated,  and  no  doubt 
intended,  to  inflame  the  public  mind  and  to 
precipitate  North  Carolina  into  revolution. 
This  despatch,  most  probably  sent  here  from 
the  Journal  Office,  Wilmington,  is  as  foL 
lows : 

IMPORTANT  ! immediate     RETURN    OF    LEGIS- 
LATORS   TO    THEIR    POSTS. 

Wilmington,  Dec.  31  st,  8^  p.m. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  a  des- 
patch received  here  this  evening : 

"  Cabinet  broken  up  in  a  row ;  Floyd, 
Thompson  and  Thomas  have  resigned ;  the 
President  has  gone  over  to  the  North.  Fed- 
eral troops  on  their  way  South.  Our  fort  at 
the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  will  shortly  be  occu- 
pied by  troops  for  coercion.  The  citizens 
of  North  Carolina  call  upon  the  Legislature 
for  advice  and  assistance." 

The  above  produced  great  excitement  in 
our  commimity.  As  soon  as  we  saw  it  we 
telegraphed  to  a  well-informed  and  reliable 
friend  in  Washington  city,  whose  reply  is  as 
follows : 

"  No  troops  ordered  South.  No  new 
ground  for  excitement  known." 

Special  Despatch  to  the  Republican. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  Jan.  1st.     . 

A  special  despatch  to  the  True  Democrat, 
of  this  city,  dated  at  Washington,  3  o'clock, 
P.M.,  to-day,  says  : 

"  The  cabinet  is  broken  up,  Mr.  Floyd, 
Secretary  of  War,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  having  resigned.  A 
coercive  policy  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Administration.  Mr.  Holt,  of  Kentucky, 
our  bitter  foe,  has  been  made  Secretary  of 
War.  Fort  Pulaski  is  in  danger.  The  Abo- 
litionists are  defiant." 

This  despatch  is  signed  "Robert  Toombs  " 

This  spurious  and  inaccurate  despatch 
had  a  great  influence,  it  is  said,  in  deciding 
the  wavering  vote  of  Georgia  on  the  ques- 
tion of  union  or  disunion. 

The  Macon  (Georgia)  Telegraph  of  the  2d 
instant,  contains  the  following  sensation 
despatch  from  the  President  of  the  South 
Carolina  Convention.  Of  course  it  obtained 
immediate  currency  throughout  the  South- 
ern States  : 

Charleston,  January  1st,  18Bl. 

Mayor  of  Macon :  The  Convention  of 
South  Carolina  have  directed  me  to  send 
you  the  following  telegram  just  received 
from  our  Commissioners  at  Washington  : 

"  Holt  has  been  appointed  Secretary  of 
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War.  He  is  for  coercion,  and  war  is  inevi- 
table. We  believe  reinforcements  are  on 
the  way.  Prevent  their  entrance  into  the 
harbor  at  every  hazard. 

"D.  F.  Jamison, 
"President  South  Carolina  Convention." 

From  the  Neu  Orleans  Delta. 

THE    SOUTH     CAROLINA     CONVENTION     TO    THfi 
CITY   OF    NEW   ORLEANS. 

The  following  highly-important  despatch 
from  the  President  of  the  South  Carolina 
Convention,  has  been  furnished  to  us  for 
publication  by  Mayor  Monroe,  to  whom  it 
was  addressed : 

Cliarleston,  January  1st. 

To  the  Hon.  John  T.  Monroe,  Mayor  of 
New  Orleans :  The  Convention  of  South 
Carolina  has  directed  me  to  send  you  the 
following  telegram,  just  received  from  our 
Commissioners  at  Washington  : 

"  Holt  has  been  appointed  Secretary  of 
War.  He  is  for  coercion,  and  war,  we  be- 
lieve, is  inevitable.  We  believe  reinforce- 
ments are  on  the  way.  We  shall  prevent 
their  entrance  into  the  harbor  at  every  haz- 
ard. "  D.  F.  Jamison, 

"  President  South  Carolina  Convention." 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

In  January,  when  the  Crittenden  plan  of 
adjustment  was  voted  down  in  the  Senate, 
rather  because  of  the  absence  of  Southern 
Senators  than  by  the  strength  of  its  oppo- 
nents, we  find  from  the  St.  Louis  journals, 
that  a  despatch  was  reported  to  have  been 
straightway  sent  from  Washington  to  that 
city  by  Senators  Polk  and  Green,  represent- 
ing as  follows  : 

"  The  Crittenden  resolutions  were  lost  by 
a  vote  of  25  to  23.  A  motion  of  Mr.  Cam- 
eron to  reconsider  was  lost ;  and  thus  ends 
all  hope  of  reconciliation.  Civil  war  is  now 
considered  inevitable,  and  late  accounts  de- 
clare that  Fort  Sumter  will  be  attacked 
without  delay.  The  Missouri  delegation 
recommend  immediate  secession." 

We  need  not  say  that  no  such  despatch 
was  ever  sent  by  these  gentlemen.  Yet, 
says  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  "  all  over 
the  city  (St.  Louis)  it  was  spoken  of  as  the 
despatch  from  Messrs.  G-reen  and  Polk." 

The  temporary  rejection  of  the  Critten- 
den plan  was  in  like  manner  pressed  into  the 
service  of  the  Secessionists  in  order  to  accel- 
erate the  pace  of  grave,  deliberate,  and 
patriotic  North  Carolina.  The  Raleigh 
Register  of  the  19th  instant  contains  the 
following  despatch,  under  the  signature  of 
Mr.  Crittenden  himself,  published  to  coun- 
teract the  disturl^ing  effect  of  the  exagger- 
ated rumors  which  had  been  put  in  circulation 
from  this  city  : 

"  Washington,  January  17th,  9  p.  m. 
"  In   reply,   the  vote  against  my  resolu- 
tions will  be    reconsidered.     Their  failure 
was  the  rei>%lt  of  the  refusal  of  six  Southern 


Senators  to  vo*e.    There  is  yet  good  hope  of 
success."  "  John  J.  Crittenden." 

Senate,  January  25th,  1861. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Crittenden  is  not 
present,  but  I  can  say  with  confidence  that 
there  is  hope  of  adjustment,  and  the  pros- 
pect has  never  been  better  than  now  since 
we  first  assembled. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

S.  A.  Douglas. 
We  concur  in  the  opinion  that  there  is 
hope  of  an  adjustment. 

J.  J.  Crittenden, 
a.  r.  boteler, 
John  T.  Harris. 
Hon.  James  Barbour. 
In  addition  to  the  foregoing  testimony  on 
the  subject,  we  insert  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Hon.  John  S.  Millson  to  Mr.  Bar- 
bour to  the  same  effect : 

' '  For  myself,  I  say  that  I  have  never  had 
so  confident  an  expectation  as  I  have  at  this 
time,  of  such  a  termination  of  the  present 
controversy  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  me, 
and,  I  believe,  to  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  Virginia." 

TO    THE    PEOPLE    OF    VIRGINIA. 

We  deem  it  our  duty,  as  your  Represen- 
tatives at  Washington,  to  lay  before  you 
such  information  as  we  possess  in  regard  to 
the  probable  action  of  Congress  in  the  pre- 
sent alarming  condition  of  the  country. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  session,  now 
more  than  half  over,  committees  were  ap- 
pointed, in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  Union.  Neither 
committee  has  been  able  to  agree  upon  any 
mode  of  settlement  of  the  pending  issues 
between  the  North  and  the  South. 

The  Republican  members  in  both  com- 
mittees rejected  propositions  acknowledging 
the  right  of  property  in  slaves,  or  recom- 
mending the  division  of  the  Territories 
between  the  slaveholding  and  non-slave- 
holding  States  by  a  geographical  line. 

In  tiie  Senate,  the  propositions  commonly 
known  as  Mr.  Crittenden's  were  voted 
against  by  every  Republican  Senator  ;  and 
the  House,  on  a  vote  by  ayes  and  noes, 
refused  to  consider  certain  propositions, 
moved  by  Mr.  Etheridge,  which  were  even 
less  favorable  to  the  South  than  Mr.  Crit^ 
tenden's. 

A  resolution  giving  a  pledge  to  sustain 
the  President  in'the  use  of  force  against  the 
seceding  States,  was  adopted  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  by  a  large  majority ; 
and  in  the  Senate  every  Republican  voted 
to  substitute  for  Mr.  Crittenden's  proposi- 
tions resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Clark  of 
New  Hampshire,  declaring  no  new  con- 
cessions, guarantees,  or  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  were  necessary  ;  that  the 
demands  of  the  South  were  unreasonable, 
aYid  that  the  remedy  for  the  present  danger 
was  simply  to  enforce  the  laws  ;  in  other 
words,  coercion  and  war. 
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In  this  state  of  facts,  our  duty  is  to  warn 
you  that  it  is  vain  to  hope  for  any  measures 
of  conciliation  or  adjustment  (from  Con- 
gress) which  you  could  accept.  We  are 
also  satisfied  that  the  Republican  party  de- 
signs, by  civil  war  alone,  to  coerce  the 
Southern  States,  under  the  pretext  of  enforc- 
ing the  laws,  unless  it  shall  become  speedily 
apparent  that  the  seceding  States  are  so 
numerous,  determined  and  united,  as  to 
make  such  an  attempt  hopeless. 

We  are  confirmed  in  these  conclusions  by 
our  general  intercourse  here  ;  by  the 
speeches  of  the  Republican  leaders  here 
and  elsewhere  ;  by  the  recent  refusals  of  the 
Legislatures  of  Vermont,  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania, to  repeal  their  obnoxious  Personal 
Liberty  Laws  ;  by  the  action  of  the  Illinois 
Legislature  on  resolutions  approving  the 
Crittenden  propositions,  and  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolutions  in  the  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  Legislatures  (doubtless  to  be 
followed  by  others)  offering  men  and  money 
for  the  war  of  coercion. 

We  have  thus  placed  before  you  the  facts 
and  conclusions  which  have  become  mani- 
fest to  us  from  this  post  of  observation 
■where  you  have  placed  us.  There  is  noth- 
ing to  be  hoped  from  Congress — the  remedy 
is  with  you  alone,  when  you  assemble  in 
sovereign  Convention. 

We  conclude  by  expressing  our  solemn 
conviction  that  prompt  and  decided  action, 
by  the  people  of  Virginia  in  Convention, 
will  afford  the  surest  means  under  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  of  averting  an  impending 
civil  war,  and  preserving  the  hope  of  rccon- 
etructing  a  Union  already  dissolved. 
J.  M.  Mason, 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

D.  C.  De  Jarnette, 
M.  R.  H.  Gaenett, 
Shelton  F.  Leake, 

E,  S.  Martin, 

H.  A.  Edmundson, 
Roger  A.  Pryor, 
Thos.  S.  Bocock, 
A.  G.  Jenkins. 
Washington  City,  January  26th,  1861. 
[Owing  to  the  detention  of  Ex-Governor 
Smith,  at  his  home  in  Virginia,  by  sickness, 
this  address  could  not  be  presented  to  him 
for  his    signature.     There   is   no  doubt  he 
would  have  joined  in  it,  if  present.] 

stirring  the  fires. 

The  Richmond  Examiner  of  Friday  last 
contains  the  following  despatch,  intended  to 
"operate"  on  the  election  to  be  held  in  Vir- 
ginia to-day  : 

"  The  following  despatch  fully  explains 
itself.  Tlie  voters  of  Virginia  cannot  now 
fail  to  perform  then-  duty  : 

"  '  Charleston,  January  30th,  1861. 

"  '  To  Judge  Hopkins,  Richmond.  Vir- 
ginia:   Reinforcemexits  have  been  ordered 


to  Fort  Sumter  and  elsewnere.  Will  not 
Virginia,  by  her  Legislature,  interpose  to 
prevent  coercion  ?  It  will  be  too  late  when 
her  Convention  meets. 

"  J.  S.  Preston.'  " 

The  Richmond  Whig  states  that  a  similar 
despatch  was  received  by  another  distin- 
guished member  of  the  Legislature,  "  to 
which,  after  consultation  with  many  leading 
members  of  the  Legislature,  a  reply  was 
made  to  the  effect  that  we,  here,  had  heard 
of  no  attempt  at  coercion,  but  that  the 
President  was  exerting  himself  to  preserve 
peace." 

IN    FEBRUARY. 

From  the  Nashville  Union  of  February  Gfh. 

Virginia  Despatches. — Our  special  des- 
patch with  regard  to  the  Virginia  election 
is  direct  from  Richmond,  and  is  from  the 
Editors  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer.  Of 
course  it  is  more  reliable  than  the  despatch 
sent  by  the  Associated  Press  of  the  same 
date. 
Special  Despatch  to  Union  and  American. 

Richmond,  ( Va.)  Feb.  5th. — Resistance 
men  have  carried  the  Convention  overwhelm- 
ingly. Submission  Unionists,  not  twenty 
elected  Enquirer. 

From  another  column  of  the  same  paper. 

THE  OLD  dominion  ! — ALL  HAIL  ! 

A  voice,  as  from  the  grave  of  the  im- 
mortal Washington,  tells  us  that  Virginia 
will  be  true  to  her  ancient,  ever  glorious, 
historical  renoAtn.  Throughout  the  length 
of  her  immense  territories  only  twenty 
Subniissionist  Union  men  have  been  elected. 
Virginia  will  before  the  4th  of  March  de- 
clare herself  absolved  from  all  further  ob- 
ligation to  a  Government,  etc.  It  is  emi- 
nently proper  that  the  State  which  was  the 
leader  in  the  Revolution,  and  the  first  to 
proclaim  the  great  doctrine  of  State-rights 
in  1799,  should  lead  the  column  of  the 
Border  States. 

From  the  Nashville  Union  of  February  1th. 

important  DESPATCHES ! 

Listen  to  the  following  glorious  new3 
from  old  Virginia : 

Richmond,  Feb.  6th. — To  Wm.  Williams  : 
The  Submissionists  will  not  number  thirty 
in  the  Convention.  The  Resistance  men 
have  more  than  one  hundred  elected.  The 
action  of  the  Convention  will  be  prompt  a8 
soon  as  the  Washington  Conference  ad- 
journs. Enquirer. 

Will  Tennessee  elect  members  to  her 
Convention  that  wish  to  wait,  wait,  wait 
until  Black  Republicanism  trample  us  in  the 
dust  or  kick  us  out  ? 

We  are  indebted  (says  the  Charlotte  Bul- 
letin) to  our  much-esteemed  Senator,  the 
Hon.  T.  L.  Clingman,  for  the  following 
highly  important-information,  by  telegraph, 
dated : 
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Washington,  Feb.  18th,  1861. 
Editor   Bulletin :      There   is   no   chance 
^rhatever      for     Crittenden's     proposition. 
North  Carolina  must  secede,  or  aid  Lincoln 
in  making  war  on  the  South. 

T.  L.  Clingman. 

SMASHING  OF  THE  PEACE  CONFERENCE. 

The  following  is  part  of  a  special  telegram 
to  the  Charleston  Mercury,  dated  at  Wash- 
ington, Feb.  21st: 

"  The  only  hope  now  is  in  the  smashing 
up  of  the  Peace  Congress  and  getting  Vir- 
ginia out." 

False  Despatches. —  The  Fayetteville 
(North  Carolina)  Observer,  referring  to  false 
telegraphic  despatches  sent  out  from  Charles- 
ton, says :  "  They  are  of  a  piece  with  the 
stories  circulated  in  Georgia  to  affect  the  elec- 
tion in  that  State ;  that  which  preceded  the 
mission  of  the  Wilmington  Committee  to 
Ealeigh ;  and  that  which  resiilted  in  the 
treasonable  seizure  of  Fort  Caswell,  whither 
no  troops  have  been  or  will  be  ordered.  It 
does  not  answer  the  purposes  of  those  en- 
gaged in  disunion  schemes  to  allow  any 
period  of  rest  from  excitement.  The  'South- 
ern heart '  must  be  '  fired,'  that  the  South 
may  be  '  precipitated  into  secession.'  " 


Other  Secessions  Proposed. 

December  ?M\i,  1860. 

Mr.  John  C.  Burch  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  affairs : 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  is 
hereby,  directed  and  require'cl  to  issue  to  the 
State  of  California  quotas  of  arms  for  the 
years  1850  and  1851,  equal  to  the  quota 
issued  to  said  State  for  the  year  1852, 
of  such  description  as  the  authorities  of 
said  State  may  require. 

From  California. 

Fort  Kearney,  Feb.  5th. — The  Pony  Ex- 
press from  California  on  the  19th  has  ar- 
rived. The  Governor's  message  is  strong 
for  the  Union.  The  letters  from  Congress- 
men Scott  and  Burch,  advocating  a  Pacific 
Kepublic,  are  severely  denounced  by  the 
papers. 

From  California. 

Fort  Kearney. — The  Pony  Express,  bring- 
ing California  news  as  late  as  the  29th  ultimo, 
has  arrived. 

Senator  Latham's  declaration  that  Cali- 
fornia will  remain  with  the  Union  of  the 
Northern  and  Western  States  is  generally 
commended  by  the  newspapers.  They  un- 
doubtedly present  a  correct  representation 
of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
State. 

From  the  California  correspondent  of  the 
New  York  'World,  written  in  the  winter  of 
1860 : 

CALIFORNIA  FOR  THE  UNION. 

On  Friday  last  the  As?embly  passed  a 
Bedes    of  most  warm   and    decided    Union 


resolutions,  declaring  the  rebellion  in  the 
South  to  be  treasonable,  and  recommending 
the  use  of  such  force  as  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary to  vindicate  the  laws  and  preserve 
the  Union.  The  final  vote  was,  ayes  40, 
nays  22.  The  official  synopsis  of  the  reso- 
lutions is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  By  the  Assembly,  the  Senate 
concurring,  First.  The  withdrawal  of  a 
State  from  its  membership  and  obligations 
in  the  Federal  Union,  in  defiance  of  the 
General  Government,  can  only  be  accom- 
plished by  a  successful  resistance  to  the 
whole  power  of  the  United  States.  Second. 
Decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  the  people 
of  the  civilized  world,  and  the  instinct  of 
self-preservation  demands  that,  the  United 
States  Government  should  use  all  the  power 
necessary  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  laws 
and  to  protect  its  property.  Third.  The 
people  of  the  State  of  California  will  sustain 
and  uphold  the  constitutionally-elected  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  Government,  in 
all  constutional  efforts  to  preserve  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Union,  and  to  enforce  obe- 
dience to  the  acts  of  Congress  and  the  de- 
cisions of  the  courts.  After  the  laws  have 
been  enforced,  and  the  power  and  authority 
of  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the 
United  States  recognized  and  acknowledged, 
every  feeling  of  nationality  and  brotherhood 
demand  that  such  compromises  as  are  con- 
sistent with  justice  shall  be  made  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  that  harmony  which 
should  characterize  the  people  of  a  common 
country. 

The  majority  vote  was  given  by  moderate 
Douglas  Democrats  and  Republicans,  the  mi- 
nority by  Breckenridge  men,  who  did  not 
conceal,  but  on  the  contrary  loudly  boasted 
their  approval  of  the  secession  of  the  South, 
and  spoke  with  the  utmost  enthusiasm  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy  and  President  Davis. 
The  conflict  of  feeling  on  this  subject  in 
California  is  more  intense  than  elsewhere, 
because  it  is  between  Northern  and  Southern 
men  who  are  contending  for  ascendancy  in 
the  State.  Many  of  the  latter,  however, 
refuse  to  accept  the  disunion  issue,  and  de- 
clare their  intention  to  fight  the  battle  of 
the  South  in  the  Union. 

The  result  was  received  with  most  hearty 
applause,  proving  the  devotion  of  our  peo- 
ple to  the  Union,  and  their  love  of  country. 
Considering  the  outrageously-treasonalile 
speeches  that  have  been  made  during  the 
sessions,  and  the  symptoms  of  approval 
elicited  by  them,  chiefly  from  secessionists 
in  the  employ  of  the  State,  this  evidence  of 
patriotic  feeling  is  especially  gratifying. 

A  Pacific  Repubplic. — The  Shasta  Her- 
ald, of  Saturday,  in  discussing  political 
matters,  says : 

"If  disunion  does  come,  neither  North 
nor  South  need  look  for  aid  and  comfort 
from  the  Pacific  coast.  The  Almighty  has 
piled  up  the  elements  along  these  shores  for 
a  great  empire,  and  if  it  needs  he  fan  make 
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it  one.  "We  have  no  such  interest  that 
would  demand  an  alliance  with  either  of  the 
belligerents  upon  the  other  side.  We  are, 
and  have  been  for  ten  years,  as  fully  sepa- 
rated from  them  as  though  we  were  but  a 
foreign  colony.  This  coast  can  stand  alone, 
and  if  disuiiion  between  Nortn  and  South 
ever  comes,  it  will  stand  alone  and  indepen- 
dent. When  that  day  comes — if  unfortunate- 
ly it  should  ever  come — then  '  Long  live  the 
Pacific  Republic !' " 

To  which  the  San  Francisco  Bee  respond- 
ed in  opposition : 

We  have  frequently  mentioned  the  ex- 
istence of  an  organization  in  California, 
having  for  its  object  the  establishment  of  a 
Pacific  Repubhc  on  this  coast,  in  accordance 
with  the  treasonable  recommendations  of 
Scott  and  Burch.  We  should  have  taken 
some  pains  to  learn  the  names  of  the  leaders 
of  the  movement,  that  they  might  be  held 
up  to  the  scorn  and  ridicule  of  a  union-lov- 
ing people,  had  we  not  been  satisfied,  as  we 
now  are,  that  the  scheme  would  be  frowned 
down  the  moment  it  was  openly  advocated. 
But  two  of  the  ninety  journals  in  California 
have  ventured  to  offer  a  word  in  favor  of  the 
movement,  and  they  were  actuated,  we  im- 
agine, more  by  a  spirit  of  bravado  than  a 
hope  of  success.  Aside  from  a  few  dis- 
appointed office-seekers,  there  are  not  to  be 
found  to-day  in  CaUfornia,  outside  of  the 
State  prison,  a  thousand  voices  to  give  en- 
couragement to  the  treason.  With  less  to 
thank  the  Union  for  than  any  other  portion 
of  the  Confederacy,  the  people  of  the  Pa- 
cific are  prepared  to  make  any  sacrifice  to 
maintain  it — to  suffer  every  neglect  rather 
than  sever  their  connection  with  it.  Still  a 
Pacific  Republic  is  talked  of,  and  a  con- 
spiracy, with  the  focus  in  San  Francisco, 
is  poisoning  the  land.  One  of  its  leading 
branches,  we  learn  by  the  Appeal,  is  in 
Marysville.  It  is  a  secret  organization,  and 
is  "  forming,"  says  the  journal,  "  in  a  section 
of  country  lying  back  of  the  Buttes,  with  a 
view  to  estabUsh  amihtary  company,  pledged 
to  the  maintainance  of  a  Pacific  Republic. 
They  will  apply  to  the  State  for  arms  under 
the  covert  pretence  of  an  organization  un- 
der the  State  miUtia  law.  These  misguided 
men  have  been  deluded  into  the  belief  by 
their  leaders  that  the  Union  is  irretrievably 
gone  to  pieces,  and  the  only  hope  for  Cali- 
fornia is  the  immediate  establishment  of 
an  independent  government."  The  raising 
of  the  "bear  flag,"  at  Stockton,  some  days 
smce,  was  probably  a  part  of  the  prograinme. 
AVe  are  anxious  to  see  the  faces  of  some  of 
these  revolutionists — to  note  the  mark  with 
which  treason  brands  its  votaries. — Sjn 
Francisco  Mirror. 

SOUTH  AND  NORTHWEST. 

The  Cincinnati  Gazette,  in  the  winter  of 
1860,  states : 

We  are  most  reliably  informed  that  there 
are  agents  of  the  Gulf  States  now  in  the 


city  endeavoring  to  create  a  sentiment 
among  business  men  favorably  to  the  en- 
tablishment  of  a  Confederacy  composed  of 
the  Northern  and  Southwestern  States.  A 
well-known  leader  among  the  democracy  has 
been  approached,  our  information  goes  to 
show,  within  the  past  two  or  three  days,  by 
these  agents,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  his 
influence,  but  he  declined  to  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  so  traitorous  a  scheme,  as  he  is 
a  staunch  Union  man.  The  object  is  to 
make  free-trade  the  basis  of  the  confederacy 
— to  cut  off  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  and  all  the  New  England  States, 
which  are  so  wedded  to  a  protective  tariff. 
These  Southern  gentlemen  state  that  there 
are  agents  of  the  Gulf  States  throughout 
all  the  northwestern  States,  who  are  making 
similar  overtures,  and  that  it  is  their  aim  to 
spring  the  issue  soon  among  the  citizens  of 
those  States. 

Mayor   Wood's   Recommendation    of    the 

Secession   of    New  York    City,  Janu- 

ary  6th,  1861. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  entering  upon  the 
public  duties  of  the  year  under  circum- 
stances as  unprecedented  as  they  are  gloomy 
and  painful  to  contemplate.  The  great 
trading  and  producing  interests  of  not  only 
the  city  of  New  York,  but  of  the  entire 
couiitry,  are  prostrated  by  a  monetary  cri- 
sis ;  and  although  similar  calamities  have 
before  befallen  us,  it  is  the  first  time  that. 
they  have  emanated  from  causes  having  no 
other  origin  than  that  which  may  be  traccJ 
to  political  disturbances.  Truly,  may  i( 
now  be  said,  "  We  are  in  the  midst  of  w 
revolution  bloodless  as  yet."  Whether  t)in 
dreadful  alternative  implied  as  probable  in 
the  conclusion  of  this  prophetic  quotation 
may  be  averted,  "  no  human  ken  can  di- 
vine." It  is  quite  certain  that  the  severity 
of  the  storm  is  unexampled  in  our  history, 
and  if  the  disintegration  of  the  Federal 
Government,  with  the  consequent  destmc- 
tion  of  all  the  materia!  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple shall  not  follow,  it  will  be  owing  more 
to  the  interposition  of  Divine  Providruice, 
than  to  the  inherent  preventive  power  of  our 
institutions,  or  the  intervention  of  any  otlicr 
human  agency. 

It  would  seem  that  a  dissolution  of  tho 
Federal  Union  is  inevitable.  Having  boon 
fotmed  originally  on  a  basis  of  genera)  and 
mutual  protection,  but  separate  local  irde- 
pendence — each  State  reserving  the  entire 
and  absolute  control  of  its  own  domestic 
affairs,  it  is  evidently  impossible  to  keep 
them  together  longer  than  they  deem  them- 1 
pelves  fairly  treated  by  each  other,  or  longer ' 
than  the  interests,  honor  and  fraternily' of 
the  people  of  the  several  States  ar3  Katis- 
fied.  Being  a  Government  created  by 
opinion,  its  continuance  is  dependent  upoa 
the  continuance  of  the  sentiment  wlucfi 
formed    it.     It    cannot    be    preserved   by 
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coercion  or  held  together  by  force.  A 
resort  to  this  last  dreadful  alternative  would 
of  itself  destiny  not  only  the  Government, 
but  the  lives  and  property  of  the  people. 

If  these  forebodings  shall  be  realized,  and 
a  separation  of  the  States  shall  occur,  mo- 
mentous considerations  will  be  presented  to 
the  corporate  authorities  of  this  city. 
We  must  provide  for  the  new  relations 
which  will  necessarily  grow  out  of  the  new 
condition  of  public  afTairs. 

It  will  not  only  be  necessary  for  us  to 
^  settle  the  relations  which  we  shall  hold  to 
other  cities  and  States,  but  to  establish,  if 
we  can,  new  ones  with  a  portion  of  our  own 
State.  Being  the  child  of  the  Union,  having 
drawn  our  sustenance  from  its  bosom,  and 
arisen  to  our  present  power  and  strength 
through  the  vigor  of  our  mother — when  de- 
prived other  maternal  advantages^  we  must 
rely  upon  our  own  resoiirces  and  assume  a 
position  predicated  upon  the  new  phase 
which  public  affairs  will  present,  and  upon 
the  inherent  strength  which  our  geographi- 
cal, commercial,  political,  and  iinancial  pre- 
eminence imparts  to  us. 

"With  our  aggrieved  brethren  of  the  Slave 
States,  we  have  friendly  relations  and  a 
common  s^onpathy.  We  have  not  partici- 
pated in  the  warfare  upon  their  constitu- 
tional rights  or  their  domestic  institutions. 
While  other  portions  of  our  State  have  un- 
fortunately been  imbued  with  the  fanatical 
spirit  which  actuates  a  portion  of  the  people 
of  New  England,  the  city  of  New  York  has 
unfalteringly  preserved  the  integrity  of  its 
principles  in  adherence  to  the  compromis3S 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  equal  rights  of 
the  people  of  all  the  States.  We  have  re- 
spected the  local  interests  of  every  section, 
at  no  time  oppressing,  but  all  the  while  aid- 
ing in  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  whole  country.  Our  ships  have  pene- 
trated to  every  clime,  and  so  have  New 
York  capital,  energy  and  enterprise  found 
their  way  to .  every  State,  and.  indeed,  to 
almost  every  county  and  town  of  the  Amer- 
ican Union.  If  we  have  derived  sustenance 
from  the  Union,  so  have  we  in  return  dis- 
seminated blessings  for  the  common  benefit 
of  all.  Therefore,  New  York  has  a  right  to 
e.xpect,  and  should  endeavor  to  preserve  a 
continuance  of  uninterrupted  intercourse 
with  every  section. 

It  is,  however,  folly  to  disguise  the  fact 
that,  judging  from  the  past,  New  York  may 
have  more-  cause  of  apprehension  from  the 
aggressive  legislation  of  our  own  State 
tlian  from  external  dangers.  We  have 
already  largely  suffered  from  this  cause. 
For  the  past  live  years,  our  interests  and 
corporate  rights  have  been  repeatedly 
trampled  upon.  Being  an  integral  portion 
of  the  State,  it  has  been  assumed,  and  in 
effect  tacitly  admitted  on  our  part  by  non- 
resistance,  that  all  political  and  govern- 
mental power  over  us  rested  in  the  State 
Legislature.    Even  the  common   right  of 


taxing  oiirselves  for  our  own  government, 
has  been  yielded,  and  we  are  not  permitted 
to  do  so  without  this  authority.  *     *      * 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  political  con- 
nection between  the  people  of  the  city  and 
the  State  has  been  used  by  the  latter  to  our 
injury.  The  Legislature,  in  which  the  pres- 
ent partisan  majority  has  the  power,  has 
become  the  instrument  by  which  we  are 
plundered  to  enrich  their  speculators,  lobby 
agents,  and  Abolition  politicians.  Laws 
are  passed  through  their  malign  influence 
by  which,  under  forms  of  legal  enactment, 
oxiY  burdens  have  been  increased,  our  sub- 
stance eaten  out,  and  our  municipal  liber- 
ties destroyed.  Self-government,  though 
guaranteed  by  the  State  Constitution,  and 
left  to  every  other  comity  and  city,  has 
been  taken  from  us  by  this  foreign  power, 
whose  dependents  have  been  sent  among  us 
to  destroy  our  liberties  by  subverting  our 
political  system. 

How  we  shall  rid  ourselves  of  this  odious 
and  oppressive  connection,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  determine.  It  is  certain  that  a  dissolu- 
tion cannot  be  peacefully  accomplished, 
except  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  it- 
self. Whether  this  can  be  obtained  or  not, 
is,  in  my  judgment,  doubtful.  Deriving  so 
much  advantage  from  its  power  over  the  city, 
it  is  not  probable  that  a  partizan  majority  will 
consent  to  a  separation — and  the  resort  to 
force  by  violence  and  revolution  must  not 
be  thought  of  for  an  instant.  We  have 
been  distinguished  as  an  orderly  and  law- 
abiding  people.  Let  us  do  nothing  to  for- 
feit this  character,  or  to  add  to  the  present 
dis.tracted  condition  of  public  affairs. 

Much,  no  doubt,  can  be  said  in  favor  of 
the  justice  and  policy  of  a  separation.  It 
may  be  said  that  secession  or  revolution  in 
any  of  the  United  States  would  be  subver- 
sive of  all  Federal  authority,  and,  so  far  as 
the  Central  Government  is  concerned,  the 
resolving  of  the  community  into  its  original 
elements — that,  if  part  of  the  States  form 
new  combinations  and  Governments,  other 
States  may  do  the  same.  California  and 
her  sisters  of  the  Pacific  will  no  doubt  set 
up  an  independent  Republic  and  husband 
their  own  rich  mineral  resources.  The 
Western  States,  equally  rich  in  cereals  and 
other  agricultural  products,  will  probahly 
do  the  same.  Then  it  may  be  said,  why 
should  not  New  York  city,  instead  of  sup- 
porting by  her  contributions  in  revenue 
two-thirds  of  the  expenses  of  the  United 
States,  become  also  equally  independent  ? 
As  a  free  city,  with  but  nominal  duty  on 
imports,  her  local  Government  could  be 
supported  without  taxation  upon  her  peo- 
ple. Thus  Ave  could  live  free  from  taxes, 
and  have  cheap  goods  nearly  duty  free.  In 
this  she  would  have  the  whole  and  united 
support  of  the  Southern  States,  as  well  as 
all  the  other  States  to  whose  interests  and 
rights  under  the  Constitution  she  has 
always  been  true. 
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It  is  well  for  individuals  or  communities 
to  look  every  danger  square  in  the  face,  and 
to  meet  it  calmly  and  bravely.  As  dreadful 
as  the  severing  of  the  bonds  that  have 
hitherto  united  the  States  has  been  in  con- 
templation, it  is  now  apparently  a  stern  and 
inevitable  fact.  We  have  now  to  meet  it 
with  all  the  consequences,  whatever  they 
may  be.  If  the  Confederacy  is  broken  up 
the  Government  is  dissolved,  and  it  behooves 
every  distinct  community,  as  well  as  every 
individual,  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

When  Disunion  has  become  a  fixed  and 
certain  fact,  why  may  not  New  York  dis- 
rupt the  bands  which  bind  her  to  a  venal 
and  corrupt  mastei- — to  a  people  and  a  party 
that  have  plundered  her  revenues,  attempted 
to  ruin  her  commerce,  taken  away  the  power 
of  self-government,  and  destroyed  the  Con- 
federacy of  which  she  was  the  proud 
Empire  City  ?  Amid  the  gloom  which  the 
present  and  prospective  condition  of  things 
must  cast  over  the  country,  New  York,  as 
a  Free  City,  may  shed  the  only  light  and 
hope  of  a  future  reconstruction  of  our  once 
blessed  Confederacy. 

But  I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  the 
violence  implied  in  these  views.  In  stating 
this  argument  in  favor  of  freedom,  "peacea- 
bly if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  miust,"  let  me 
not  be  misunderstood.  The  redress  can 
be  found  only  in  appeals  to  the  magnanimity 
of  the  people  of  the  whole  State.  The 
events  of  the  past  two  months  have  no 
doubt  effected  a  change  in  the  popular  senti- 
ment of  the  State  and  National  politics. 
This  change  may  bring  us  the  desired  relief, 
and  we  may  be  able  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
the  law  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  a  con- 
sequent restoration  of  our  corporate  rights. 
Fernando  Wood,  Mayor. 

January  6th,  1861. 

Personal  Liberty  Laws. 

Among  the  grievances  mentioned  by  the 
South  Carolina  Convention  was  the  exist- 
ence in  Northern  States  of  "  Personal  Lib- 
erty Laws."  We  give  from  the  National 
Intelligencer  of  December  11th,  1860,  a 
summary  of  these  laws,  except  that  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, which  has  been  condensed  more 
accurately  than  was  there  published  : 

MAINE. 
The  laws  of  this  State  provide  that  no 
sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  coroner,  constable, 
jailer,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  officer 
of  the  State  shall  arrest  or  detain  or 
aid  in  so  doing,  in  any  prison  or  building 
belonging  to  this  Stats,  or  in  any  county  or 
town,  any  person  on  account  of  a  claim  on 
him  as  a  fugitive  slave,  under  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  make 
it  the  duty  of  all  county  attorneys  to  repair 
to  the  place  where  such  person  is  held  in 
custody,  and  render  him  all  necessary  and 
legal  assistance  in  making  his  defence 
against  said  claim. 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 

The  law  of  the  State  declares  that  slaves, 
coming  or  brought  into  the  State,  by  or 
with  the  consent  of  the  master,  shall  be 
free  ;  declares  the  attempt  to  hold  any  per- 
son as  a  slave  within  the  State  as  a  felony, 
with  a  penalty  of  imprisonment  of  not  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  five  years  ;  provi- 
ded, that  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
not  apply  to  any  act  lawfully  done  by  any 
officer  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person, 
in  the  execution  of  any  legal  process. 

VERMONT. 

This  State,  by  her  several  acts  of  184.3, 
1850  and  1858,  provides  that  no  court,  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  or  magistrate,  shall  take 
cognizance  of  any  certificate,  warrant,  or 
process  under  the  fugitive  slave  law  ;  pro- 
vides that  no  officer,  or  citizen  of  the  State, 
shall  arrest,  or  aid,  or  assist  in  arresting, 
any  person  for  the  reason  that  he  is  claimed 
as  a  fugitive  slave  ;  provides  that  no  officer 
or  citizen  shall  aid  or  assist  in  the  removal 
from  the  State  of  any  person  claimed  as  a 
fugitive  slave ;  provides  a  penalty  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  or  imprisonment  five 
years  in  State  prison  for  violating  this  act. 
This  act,  however,  shall  not  be  construed  to 
extend  to  any  citizen  of  the  State  acting  as 
a  Judge  of  the  Circuit  or  District  Court  of 
the  United  States,  or  as  Marshal  or  Deputy- 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Vermont,  or  to 
any  person  acting  under  the  command  or 
authority  of  said  Courts  or  Marshal.  Re- 
quires the  State's  attorneys  to  act  as  coun- 
sel for  alleged  fugitives ;  provides  for  issuing 
habeas  corpus  and  the  trial  by  jury  of  all 
questions  of  fact  in  issue  between  the  par- 
ties ;  and  ordains  that  every  person  who 
may  have  been  held  as  a  slave,  who  shall 
come,  or  be  brought,  or  be  in  the  State, 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  his  or  her 
master  or  mistress,  or  who  shall  come,  or 
be  brought,  or  be  involuntarily,  or  in  any 
way,  in  this  State,  shall  be  free.  It  is  also 
provided  that  every  person  who  shall  hold, 
or  attempt  to  hold,  in  this  State,  in  slavery, 
or  as  a  slave,  any  person  mentioned  as  a 
slave  in  the  section  of  this  act,  relating  to 
fugitive  slaves,  or  any  free  person  in  any 
form,  or  for  any  time,  however  short,  under' 
the  pretence  that  such  person  is  or  has  been 
a  slave,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be 
imprisoned  in  the  State  prison  for  a  term 
not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  fifteen 
years,  and  be  fined  not  exceeding  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

That  of  1860. 
The  Governor  to  appoint  commissioners 
in  each  county  to  defend  alleged  fugitives 
from  service  or  labor,  who  shall  secure  to 
them  impartial  trials  by  jury :  and  the 
alleged  fugitives  may  have  the  services 
of  any  attorney  whose  assistance  may  be  de- 
sired. 
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All  the  expenses  of  the  defence  of  alleged 
fugitives  to  be  paid  by  the  commonwealth. 

Persons  holding  office  under  this  State 
not  to  issue  process  for  the  arrest  of  alleged 
fugitives,  nor  to  serve  the  same,  nor  to  do 
any  official  act  in  furtherance  of  the  execu- 
tion of  the  fugitive  slave  law  of  1793  or  that 
of  1850.  Any  justice  of  the  peace  offending 
against  this  provision  to  forfeit  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned, 
in  jail,  not  exceeding  one  year,  for  each 
offence. 

The  jails  and  other  prisons  of  the  State 
not  to  be  used  for  the  detention  or  imprison- 
ment of  any  person  accused  or  convicted  of 
any  offence  created  by  either  of  the  said  acts 
of  Congress ;  or  accused  or  convicted  of  re- 
sisting any  process  issued  under  either  of 
them,  or  of  rescuing  or  attempting  to  rescue 
any  person  detained  under  the  provisions  of 
either  of  said  acts ;  nor  for  the  imprisonment 
of  a  person  arrested  on  mesne  process  or  exe- 
cution in  a  suit  for  damages  in  consequence 
of  aid  rendered  to  any  fugitive  escaping  from 
service  or  labor. 

"Whoever  removes  from  this  State  or 
assists  in  so  doing,  or  comes  into  the  State 
with  the  intention  of  removing  or  assisting 
in  the  removing  therefrom,  or  procures  or 
assists  in  procuring  to  be  so  removed,  any  per- 
son who  is  not  "held  to  service  or  labor"  by 
the  "party"  making  "claim."  or  has  not 
"  escaped"  from  the  "  party"  making  '•  claim" 
or  whose  "service  or  labor"  is  not  "due"  to 
the  party  making  "claim"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  pretence  that  such 
person  is  so  held  or  has  escaped  or  that  his 
"service  or  labor"  is  so  "due"  or  with  the 
intent  to  subject  him  to  such  ••  service  or 
labor,"  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  less 
than  one  thousand  nor  exceeding  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  in  the 
State  prison  not  less  than  one  nor  more 
than  two  years. 

And  any  person  sustaining  wrong  or  in- 
jury by  any  proceedings  punishable  as  afore- 
said, may  maintain  an  action  and  recover 
damages  therefore. 

Sheriffs,  deputy-sherffs  and  others,  state, 
county,  city,  district  and  town  officers,  and 
officers  of  the  volunteer  militia  forbidden  to 
arrest,  imprison,  detain,  or  return,  or  aid  in 
BO  doing,  any  person  for  the  reason  that  he 
ii  claimed  or  adjudged  to  be  a  fugitive  from 
service  or  labor,  shall  be  punished  by  fine 
not  less  than  one  thousand  and  not  exceed- 
ing two  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprison- 
ment in  the  State  prision  not  less  than  one 
nor  exceeding  two  years. 

The  volunteer  militia  not  to  aid  in  the 
seizure,  detention  or  rendition  of  a  person 
for  the  reason  that  he  is  claimed  or  adjudged 
to  be  a  fugitive  from  service  or  labor.  Any 
member  thereof  offending  against  this  pro- 
vision, to  be  piinished  by  fine  not  less  than 
one  thousand  nor  more  than  two  thousand 
dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  in  the  State 


prison  for  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than 
two  years. 

The  penalties  prescribed  by  the  two  pre- 
ceding sections  not  to  apply  to  any  act  of 
military  obedience  performed  by  an  officer 
or  private  of  the  militia. 

The  preceding  sections  not  to  apply  to 
fugitives  from  justice.  United  States  judi- 
cial officers  not  to  hold  any  judicial  office 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  State, 
except  that  of  justice  of  the  peace. 

No  justice  of  the  peace,  while  holding  the 
office  of  a  Commissioner  of  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court,  shall  have  authority  to  grant 
any  warrant  or  to  issue  any  process,  civil  or 
criminal,  other  than  summons  to  witnesses, 
or  hear  and  try  any  cause,  civil  or  criminal, 
under  the  laws  of  this  State. 

ACT  APPROVED    MARCH   25tH,  1861. 

Sec.  1.  "Writ  of  habeas  corpus  returnable 
before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  except 
in  cases  mentioned  in  Sections  30  and  32, 
Chap.  144  of  General  Statutes. 

Sec.  2.  On  a  trial  upon  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  under  sec.  19  of  same  act,  issues  to 
be  framed  under  direction  of  the  court,  and 
rules  of  evidence,  etc.,  to  be  those  of  the 
common  law. 

Sec.  3.  A  person  not  to  be  taken  by  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  out  of  the  custody  of  the 
U.  S.  Marshal,  or  his  deputy,  holding  him 
by  legal  process  issued  by  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  provided,  that  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  may  investigate  and  deter- 
mine upon  the  validity  and  legal  effect  of 
any  process  which  may  be  relied  upon  to 
defeat  the  writ,  or  any  other  matter  prop- 
erly arising. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  to  be  punished,  who, 
without  any  false  pretence  or  unlawful  intent, 
claims  another  person  as  a  fugitive  from 
service  or  labor. 

Sec.  ,0.  The  right  of  any  officer  or  court  to 
call  out  the  militia  for  the  prevention  or 
suppression  of  any  riot  or  mob,  is  not  pro- 
hibited by  the  144th  chapter  aforesaid;  the 
officers  or  members  of  the  volunteer  militia 
not  excused  from  obeying  any  lawful  order, 
or  liable  to  any  penalty  for  executing  the 
same ;  provided,  that  the  militia  shall  not  be 
used  to  hinder  the  service  of  any  lawful  pro- 
cess of  this  commonwealth. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  provides  that 
every  person  who  shall  falsely  and  mali- 
ciously declare,  represent,  or  pretend  that 
any  free  person  entitled  to  freedom  is  a  slave, 
or  owes  service  or  labor  to  any  person  or 
persons,  with  intent  to  procure  or  to  ,^id  or 
assist  in  procuring  the  forcible  removal  of 
such  free  person  from  this  State  as  a  slave, 
s'lall  pay  a  fine  of  $5,000  and  be  imprisoned 
five  years  in  the  Connecticut  State  prison; 
requires  two  witnesses  to  prove  that  any 
person  is  a  slave  or  owes  labor ;  denounces  a 
penalty  of  $5,000  against  any  person  seizing 
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or  caiising  to  be  seized  any  free  person  with 
intent  to  reduce  him  to  sUxvery ;  depositions 
not  to  be  admitted  as  evidence ;  witnesses 
testifyino;  falsely,  liable  to  $5,000  fine  and  five 
years  imprisonment. 

EHODE  ISLAND. 

This  State  by  her  legislation  forbids  the 
carrying-  away  of  any  person  by  force  out  of 
the  State  ;  forbids  any  judge,  justice,  magis- 
trate, or  covirt  from  ofiicially  aiding  in  the 
arrest  of  a  fugitive  slave  under  the  fugitive 
slave  law  of  1793  or  1850  ;  forbids  any  sheriff 
or  other  officer  from  arresting  or  detaining 
and  person  claimed  as  a  ftigitive  slave ;  pro- 
vides a  penalty  of  $500,  or  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  six  months,  for  violating  the 
act ;  denies  the  use  of  her  jails  to  the  United 
States  for  the  detention  of  fugitive  slaves. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  State  of  New  York  has  passed  no 
laws  having  relation  to  the  United  States 
fugitive  slave  act  of  1850.  Though  pressed 
frequently  upon  the  Legislature,  they  have 
always  failed  of  adoption.  The  old  and  ob- 
solete act  of  1840,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury,"  extends  the  trial 
by  jury  to  the  cases  of  persons  arrested  as 
fugitive  slaves ;  but  in  the  fourth  edition  of 
the  laws  of  the  State,  as  prepared  and  pub- 
lished by  Hon.  Hiram  Denio,  at  present 
Chief  Justice,  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  may 
be  found  appended  to  the  chapter  containing 
this  law  the  following  note  : 

''*An  Act  to  Extend  the  Right  of  Trial  by 
Jury,  faased  May  Gfh,  1840. — The  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  Prigg  vs.  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 16  Peters'  R.  539,  establishes  the 
doctrine  that  all  State  laws  calculated  to 
interfere  with  the  third  subdivision  of  sec- 
tion 2,  article  4,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  are  unconstitutional.  Since 
that  decision  the  fugitive  slave  law  (Laws  of 
Congress,  1850,  chap.  60)  has  been  passed, 
containing  provisions  repugnant  to  the 
whole  of  this  act  It  is  therefore  of  no 
force ;  but,  as  it  never  has  been  repealed,  it  is 
here  inserted." 

NEW  JERSEY. 
The  State  of  New  Jersey  has  no  statutes 
bearing  on  this  subject  save  those  which 
enjoin  upon  her  State  officers  the  duty  of  aid- 
ing in  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves.  Per- 
sons temporarily  residing  in  the  State  are 
also  permitted  to  bring  with  them  and  re- 
tain their  domestic  slaves. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  not  for- 
mally and  specially  legislated  at  all  against 
the  United  States  fugitive  slave  law  of  1850, 
though  there  was  an  old  statute  of  1847 
which  prohibited  any  judge,  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  alderman  from  taking  cognizance 
of  the  case  of  any  fugitive  from  labor,  "  un- 


der a  certain  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the 
12th  day  of  February,  1793."  During  the 
last  session  of  her  Legislature  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the 
Penal  Laws  of  Pennsylvania  (John  C.  Knox, 
Edward  King,  and  David  Webster)  made  a 
report  to  the  Legislature  that  they  had  com- 
pleted their  labors,  and  the  result  was  pre- 
sented in  the  shape  of  a  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  to  consolidate,  revise  and  amend  the 
Penal  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth."  That 
report,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March, 
1860,  was  enacted  into  a  law,  and  by  the 
ninety-fifth  section  it  is  enacted  as  follows : 

'"No  Judge  of  any  of  the  Courts,  of  this 
Commonwealth,  nor  any  Alderman  or  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  of  said  Commonwealth, 
shall  have  jurisdiction  or  take  cognizance  of 
the  case  of  any  fugitive  from  labor  from  any 
of  the  United  States  or  Territories  under  any 
act  of  Congress,  nor  shall  any  such  Judge, 
Alderman,  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  this 
Commonwealth  issue  or  grant  any  certificate 
or  warrant  of  removal  of  any  such  fugitive 
from  labor,  under  any  act  of  Congress  ;  and 
if  any  Alderman  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
this  Commonwealth  shall  take  cognizance  or 
jurisdiction  of  the  case  of  any  such  fugitive, 
or  shall  grant  or  issue  any  certificate  or 
warrant  of  removal,  as  aforesaid,  then,  and 
in  either  case,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  be  sentenced  to  pay,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court,  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  dollars,  the  one-half  to 
the  party  prosecuting  for  the  same,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth." 

The  theory  of  this  law,  it  will  be  seen,  is 
founded  strictly  on  the  decision  of  Ihe  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Prigg  case,  and  does  not  interfere  with  the 
functions  of  the  Commissioner  appointed 
under  the  United  States  law. 

MICHIGAN.* 

The  law  of  this  State  requires  State's 
attorneys  to  act  as  counsel  for  fugitive 
slaves ;  secures  to  persons  arrested  as  fugi- 
tive slaves  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  trial  by  jury;  denies  use  of 
State  jails  for  detention  of  alleged  fugitives ; 
requires  that  identity  of  fugitive  slaves 
shall  be  proved  by  two  credible  witnesses,  or 
by  legal  evidence  equivalent  thereto,  and 
provides  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  hundred 
nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
imprisonment  in  State  prison  for  five  -years, 
for  forcibly  seizing,  or  causing  to  be  seized, 
any  free  person,  with  intent  to  have  such 
person  held  in  slavery. 

IOWA. 

This  State  has  no  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject. 


*  March,  1861.     A  bill  to  repeal  this  was  indefinitely 
postponed  in  the  House  by  a  vote  oT  43  to  24     • 
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WISCONSIN. 

T]ic  law  of  this  State  enjoins  on  the  dis- 
trict attorneys  the  duty  of  acting:  as  connsel 
for  aile.ijed  fuijitive  slaves ;  secures  to  such 
persons  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
rorpus  ;  provides  for  appeal  to  be  taken  to 
next  stated  term  of  the  Circuit  Court ;  se- 
cures trial  by  jury ;  enjoins  a  penalty  of  one 
thousand  dollars  and  imprisonment  of  not 
more  than  five  nor  less  than  one  year  on  all 
who  "  falsely  and  maliciously  represent  any 
free  person  to  be  a  slave"  ;  identity  of  alles^ed 
fugitive  slave  to  be  proved  by  two  credible 
witnesses ;  no  deposition  to  be  received  in 
evidence.     It  is  also  provided  that — 

"  No  judgment  recovered  against  any  per- 
son or  persons  for  any  neglect  or  refusal  to 
obey,  or  any  violations  of,  the  act  of  Con- 
gress commonly  termed  the  '  Fugitive  Slave 
Act,'  approved  September  eighteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  or  any  of 
the  provisions  thereof,  shall  be  a  lien  on 
any  real  estate  within  this  State,  nor  shall 
any  such  judgment  be  enforcable  by  sale  or 
execution  of  any  real  or  personal  property 
within  this  State ;  but  all  such  sales  shall  be 
absolutely  void ;  and  in  case  of  seizure  or 
sale  of  any  personal  property,  by  virtue  of 
any  execution  issued  on  such  judgment,  the 
defendant  in  said  execution  may  maintain 
an  action  in  replevin,  or  other  action  to 
secure  possession  thereof,  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law  for  such  actions,  on  affidavit 
filed  as  required  by  law,  and  a  further  state- 
ment therein  that  said  execution  issiied  in  a 
judgment  rendered  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid  ;  and  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section  shall  also  apply  to 
judgments  heretofore  rendered." 

OHIO,   INDIANA,   ILLINOIS.  MINNE- 
SOTA, CALIFOENIA  AND  OREGON. 

"We  cannot  find  that  these  States  have  any 
laws  in  force  on  the  subject. 


Notes. 

In  Vermoxt  Legislature,  Nov..  1860,  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  of  House  of 
Representatives  reported  in  favor  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  above  law,  but  their  proposition 
was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  two  to  one. 

In  Maine,  a  repealing  bill  passed  the  Sen- 
ate— yeas  17,  yeas  10,  and  failed  in  the 
House. 

In  Massachusetts,  a  modifying  bill  was 
passed.  For  detail,  see  under  "Massachusetts." 

In  Rhode  Island,  a  repealing  bill  passed 
the  Senate — yeas  21,  nays  9;  the  House — 
yeas  49,  nays  18. 

In  Michigan,  a  repealing  bill  was  indt  fi- 
nitely postponed  in  the  House — yeas  43, 
nays  24. 

In  Pennsylvania,  a  repealing  bill  was  in- 
troduced into  the  House,  but  was  not  reached, 
in  the  course  of  business,  when  the  firing  on 
Sumter  opened  the  war.  A  majority  of 
each  House  was  understood  to  be  in  favor  of 
it.  This  law  was  first  passed  in  1847,  after 
the  Prigg decision;  and  one  section  prohibit- 
ing the  use  of  State  jails  was  repealed  in  1852. 

U.  S.  Senator  Simmons  of  Rhode  Island, 
in  one  of  his  speeches,  made  these  remarks  : 

"  Complaint  had  been  made  of  personal 
liberty  bills.  Now,  the  Massachusetts  per- 
sonal liberty  bill  was  passed  by  a  Democratic 
House,  a  Democratic  Senate,  and  signed  by 
a  Democratic  Governor,  a  man  who  was 
afterwards  nominated  by  Mr.  Polk  for  the 
very  best  office  in  New  England,  and  was 
unanimously  confirmed  by  a  Democratic 
United  States  Senate.  Further  than  this, 
the  very  first  time  the  attention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature  was  called  to  the  pro- 
priety of  a  repeal  to  this  law  was  by  a  Re- 
publican Governor,  Governor  Banks.  Now, 
on  the  other  hand,  South  Carolina  had  re- 
pealed a  law  imprisoning  British  colored 
sailors,  but  retained  the  one  imprisoning 
those  coming  from  States  inhabited  by  her 
own  brethren." 
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Meeting  and  Proceedings  of  Congress. 

THIRTY-SIXTH   CONGRESS SECOND  SESSION. 

Congress  met  on  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember, 18G0,  and  was  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons : — 

SENATE. 

John  C.  Breckinridge  of  Kentucky,  Vice 
President. 

Maine — H.  Hamlin,*  W.  P.  Fessenden. 

New  Hampshire — John  P.  Hale,  Daniel 
Clark. 

Vermont — Solomon  Foot,  J.  Collamer. 

Massachusetts — Henry  Wilson,  Charles 
Sumner. 

Rhode  Island — James  F.  Siramons,  H. 
B.  Anthony. 

Connecticut — L.  S.  Foster,  Jas.  Dixon. 

NewYork — Wm.H. Seward,  Preston  King. 

New  Jersey — J.  0.  Ten  Eyck,  J.  R. 
Thomson. 

Pennsylvania — S.  Cameron.  Wm.  Bigler. 

Delaware — J.  A.  Bayard,  W.  Saulsbury. 

Maryland — J.  A.  Pearce,  A.  Kennedy. 

Virginia — R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  James  M. 
Mason. 

South  Carolina — James  Chesnut,t  Jas. 
H.  Hammond.f 

North  Carolina — Thomas  Bragg,  T.  L. 
Clingman. 

Alabama — B.  Fitzpatrick,  C.  C.  Clay,  Jr. 

Mississippi — A.  G.  Brown,  Jeff.  Davis. 

Louisiana — J.  P.  Benjamin,  John  Slidell. 

Tennessee — A.  0.  P.  Nicholson,  A.  John- 
son. 

Arkansas — R.  W.  Johnson,  W.  K.  Sebas- 
tian. 

Kentucky — L.  "W.  Powell,  J.  J.  Critten- 
den. 

Missouri — Jas.  S.  Green,  Trusten  Polk. 

Ohio— B.  P.  Wade,  Geo.  E.  Pugh. 

Indiana— J.  D.  Bright,  G.  N.  Fitch. 

Illinois — S.  A.  Douglas,  L.  Trumbull. 

Michigan — Z.  Chandler,  K.  S.  Bingham. 

Florida— I).  L.  Yulee,  S.  R.  Mallory. 

Georgia — Alfred  Iverson,  Robt.  Toombs. 

Texas— John  Hemphill,  L.  T.  Wigfall. 

Wisconsin — Charles  Durkee,  J.  R.  Doolit- 
tle. 

Iowa — J.  W.  Grimes,  Jas.  Harlan. 
California — M.  S.  Latham,  William  M. 
Gwin. 

•  ResignedJanuary  17th,  1861,  and  succeeded  by  Hon. 
Lot  M.Morrill. 
t  Did  not  attend. 
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Minnesota — H.  M.  Rice,  M.  S.  Wilkinson. 
Oregon — Joseph  Lane,  Edward  D.  Baker. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

William  Pennington  of  New  Jersey, 
Speaker. 

Maine — D.  E.  Somes,  Jolm  J.  Perry,  E. 
B.  French,  F.  H.  Morse,  Israel  Washburn, 
Jr..J  S.  C.  Foster. 

New  Hampshire — Gilman  Marston,  M. 
W.  Tappan.  T.  M.  Edwards. 

Vermont— E.  P.  Walton,  J.  S  Morrill, 
H.  E.  Royce. 

Massachusetts — Thos.  D.  Eliot,  James 
BuflBnton,  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Alexan- 
der H.  Rice,  Anson  Burlingame,  John  B. 
Alley,  Daniel  W.  Gooch,  Charles  R.  Train, 
Eli  Thayer,  Charles  Delano,  Henry  L. 
Dawes. 

Rhode  Island — C.  Robinson,  W.  D.  Bray- 
ton. 

Connecticut  —  Dwight  Loomis,  John 
Woodruff,  Alfred  A.Burnliam,  Orris  S.  Ferry. 

Delaware — W.  G.  Whiteley. 

New  York — Luther  C.  Carter,  James 
Humphrey,  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  W.  B.  Ma- 
clay,  Thos.  J.  Barr,  John  Cochrane,  George 
Briggs,  Horace  F.  Clark,  John  B.  Haskin, 
Chas.  H.  VanWyck,  Wm.  S.  Kenyon,  Chas. 
L.  Bejile,  Abm.  B.  Olin,  John  H.  Reynolds, 
Jas.  B.  McKean,  G.  W.  Palmer,  Francis  E. 
Spinner,  Clark  B.  Cochrane,  James  H.  Gra- 
ham, Richard  Franchot,  Roscoe  Conkling, 
R.  H.  Duell,  M.  Lmdley  Lee,  Chas.  B.  Hoard, 
Chas.  B.  Sedgwick,  M.  Butterfield,  Emory 
B.  Pottle,  Alfred  Wells,  Wm.  Irvine,  Alfred 
Ely,  Augustus  Frank,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds, 
Elbridge  G.  Spaulding,  Reuben  E.  Fenton. 

New  Jersey — John  T.  Nixon,  John  L.  N. 
Stratton,  Garnett  B.  Adrain,  Jetur  R.  Riggs, 
Wm.  Pennington  (Speaker.) 

Pennsylvania — Thos.  B.  Florence,  E.Joy 
Morris,  John  P.  Verree,  Wm.  Millward,  John 
Wood,  John  Hickman,  Henry  C.  Long- 
necker,  Jacob  K.  McKenty,  Thaddeus 
Stevens,  John  W.Killinger,  James  H.  Camp- 
bell, George  W.  Scranton,  WiUiam  H.  Dim- 
mick,  Galusha  A.  Grow,  James  T.  Hale,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Junkin.  Edward  McPherson,  Samuel 
S.  Blair,  John  Covode,  William  Montgomery, 
James  K.  Moorhead,  Robert  McKnight, 
William  Stewart,  Chapin  Hall,  Elijah  Bab 
bitt. 


J  Resigned  and  succeeded  January  2d,  1861,  by  Hon. 
Stephen  Coburn. 
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Maryland — Jag.  A.  Stewart,  J.  M.  Har- 
ris, H.  W.  Davis,  J.  M.  Kunkel,  G.  W. 
Hughes. 

Virginia — John  S.  Millson,  Muscoe  R.  H. 
Garnett,  Daniel  0.  Der  Jarnette,  Roger  A. 
Pryor,  TKomas  S.  Bocock,  William  Smith, 
Alex.  R.  Boteler,  John  T.  Harris,  Albert  G. 
Jenkins,  Shelton  F.  Leake,  Henry  A.  Ed- 
mundson,  Elbert  S.  Martin,  Sherrard 
Clemens. 

South  Carolina — John  McQueen,  Wm. 
Porcher  Miles,  Lawrence  M.  Keitt,  Milledge 
L.  Bonham,  John  D.  Ashmore,  Wm.  W. 
Boyce. 

North  Carolina — W.  N.  H.  Smith,  Thos. 
Ruffin,  W.  Winslow,  L.  O'B.  Branch,  John 
A.  Gilmer,  Jas.  M.  Leach,  Burton  Craige, 
Z.  B.  Vance. 

Georgia — Peter  E.  Love,  M.  J.  Crawford, 
Thos.  Hardeman,  Jr.,  L.  J.  Gartrell,  J.  W.  H. 
l/nderwood,  James  Jackson,  Joshua  Hill, 
John  J.  Jones. 

Alabama — Jas.  L.  Pugh,  David  Clopton, 
Sydenh.  Moore,  Geo.  S.  Houston,  W.  R.  W. 
Cobb,  J.  A.  Stallworth,  J.  L.  M.  Curry. 

Mississippi — L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  Reuben 
Davis,  William  Barksdale,  0.  R.  Singleton, 
John  J.  McRae. 

Louisiana — John  B.  Bouligny,  Miles  Tay- 
lor, T.  G.  Davidson,  John  M.  Landrum. 

Ohio — G.  H.  Pendleton,  John  A.  Gurley, 
&.  L.  Vallandigham,  William  Allen,  James 
M.  Ash\^y,  Wm.  Howard,  Thomas  Corwin, 
Benj.  Stanton,  John  Carey,  C.  A.  Trimble, 
Chas.  D.  Martin,  Saml.  S.  Cox,  John  Sher- 
man, H.  G.  Blake,  William  Helmick,  C.  B. 
Tompkins,  T.  C.  Theaker,  S.  Edgerton,  Ed- 
ward Wade,  John  Hutchins,  John  A.  Bing- 
ham. 

Kentucky — Henry  C.  Burnett,  Green 
Adams,  S.  0.  Peyton,  F.  M.  Bristow,  W.  C. 
Anderson,  Robert  Mallory,  Wm.  E.  Simms, 
L.  T.  Moore,  John  Y.  Brown,  J.  W.  Steven- 
son. 

Tennessee — T.  A.  R.  Nelson,  Horace 
Maynard,  R.  B.  Brabson,  William  B.  Stokes, 
Robert  Hatton,  James  H.  Thomas,  John  V. 
Wright,  James  M.  Quarles,  Emerson  Ether- 
idge,  Wm.  T.-  Avery. 

Indiana — Wm.  E.  Niblack,  Wm.  H.  Eng- 
lish, Wm.  M'Kee  Dunn,  Wm.  S.  Holman, 
David  Kilgore,  Albert  G.  Porter,  John  G. 
Davis,  James  Wilson,  Schuyler  Colfax,  Chas. 
(:ase,  John  U.  Pettit. 

Illinois — E.  B.  Washburne,  J.  F.  Farns- 
worth,  Owen  Lovejoy,  Wm.  Kellogg,  I.  N. 
Morris,  John  A.  McClernand,  James  C. 
Robinson,  P.  B.  Fouke,  John  A.  Logan. 

Arkansas — Thomas  C.  Hindman,  Albert 
Rust. 

Missouri — J.  R.  Barrett,  T.  L.  Anderson, 
John  B.  Clark,  James  Craig,  S.  H.  Wood- 
son, John  S.  Phelps,  John  W.  Noell. 

Michigan — William  A.  Howard,  Henry 
Waldron,  F.  W.  Kellogg,  De  W.  C.  Leach. 

Florida — George  S.  Hawkins. 

Texas — John  H.  Reagan,  A.  J.  Hamilton. 

Iowa — S.  R.  Curtis,  Wm.  Vandever,  ' 


California — Charles  L.  Scott,  John  C. 
Burch. 

Wisconsin— John  F.  Potter,  C.  C.  Wash- 
burn,   C.  H.  Larrabee. 

Minnesota — Cyrus  Aldrich,Wm.  Windouu 

Oregon — Lansing  Stout. 

Kansas — Martin  F.  Conway,  (sworn  Jan. 
30th,  ISGl). 


President   Buchanan's   Last   Annual 
Message. 

It  was  delivered  on  Tuesday,  December 
4th,  1860. 

Mr.  Buchanan  alluded  to  the  distracted 
condition  of  the  country,  and  appealed  to 
the  American  people.  He  declared  that  the 
election  of  any  one  of  our  fellow-citizens  to 
the  office  of  President  does  not,  of  itself, 
afford  just  cause  for  dissolving  the  Union ; 
and  that,  to  justify  a  revolutionary  resist- 
ance the  Federal  Government  must  be  guilty 
of  "a  deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous 
exercise"  of  powers  not  granted  by  the 
Constitution — which,  he  alleged,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  prove,  was  not  at  all  the 
case.  He  denied  that  "  secession"  could  be 
justified  as  a  Constitutional  remedy,  and 
asserted  that  the  "  principle  is  wholly  incon- 
sistent with  the  histoi-y,  as  well  as  the  char- 
acter, of  the  Federal  Constitution;"  and 
claimed  that  such  a  proposition  was  not  ad- 
vanced until  many  years  after  the  origin  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  that  then  it 
was  met  and  refuted  by  the  conclusive  argu- 
ments of  General  Jackson.  He  held  that 
this  Government  is  invested  with  all  the 
attributes  of  sovereignty  over  the  special 
subjects  to  which  its  authority  extends,  and 
then  discussed,  in  the  following  language, 
what  he  denominated 

THE    POWER    TO    COERCE    A    STATE. 

The  question,  fairly  stated,  is :  Has  the 
Constitution  delegated  to  Congress  the 
power  to  coerce  a  State  into  submission 
which  is  attempting  to  withdraw  or  has  ac- 
tually withdrawn  from  the  Confederacy  ?  If 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  it  must  be  on 
the  principle  that  the  power  has  been  con- 
ferred upon  Congress  to  declare  and  to  make 
war  against  a  State.  After  much  serious 
reflection  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  no  such  power  has  been  delegated  to 
Congress  nor  to  any  other  department  of  the 
Federal  Government.  It  is  manifest,  upon 
an  inspection  of  the  Constitution,  that  this 
is  not  among  the  specific  and  enumerated 
powers  granted  to  Congress ;  and  it  is 
equally  apparent  that  its  exercise  is  not 
"necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution"  any  one  of  these  powers.  So 
far  from  this  power  having  been  delegated 
to  Congress,  it  was  expressly  refused  by  the 
Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution. 
It  appears,  from  the  proceedings  of  that 
body,  that  on  the  31st  May,  1787,  the  clause 
"  authorizinci  an  exertion  of  the  force   of 
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the  whole  against  a  delinquent  State"  came 
up  for  consideration.  Mr.  Madison  opposed 
it  in  a  brief  but  powerful  speech,  from  which 
I  shall  extract  but  a  single  sentence.  He 
observed  :  "  The  use  of  force  against  a  State 
would  look  more  like  a  declaration  of  war 
than  an  infliction  of  punishment,  and  would 
probably  be  considered  by  the  party  attacked 
as  a  dissolution  of  all  previous  compacts  by 
which  it  might  be  bound."  Upon  his  mo- 
tion the  clause  was  unanimously  postponed, 
and  was  never,  I  believe,  again  presented. 
Soon  afterwards,  on  the  8th  Jvuie,  1787, 
when  incidentally  adverting  to  the  subject, 
he  said  :  "  Any  Government  for  the  United 
States,  formed  on  the  supposed  practicability 
of  using  force  against  the  unconstitutional 
proceedings  of  the  States,  would  prove  as 
visionary  and  fallacious  as  the  government 
of  Congress,"  evidently  meaning  the  then 
existing  Congress  of  the  old  Confederal 
tion. 

Without  descending  to  particulars,  it  may 
be  safely  asserted  that  the  power  to  make 
war  against  a  State  is  at  variance  with  the 
whole  spirit  and  intent  of  the  Constitution. 
Suppose  such  a  war  should  result  in  the 
conquest  of  a  State,  how  are  we  to  govern  it 
afterwards  ?  Shall  we  hold  it  as  a  province 
and  govern  it  by  despotic  power  ?  In  the 
nature  of  things  we  could  not,  by  physical 
force,  control  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
compel  them  to  elect  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives to  Congress,  and  to  perform  all 
the  other  duties  depending  upon  their  own 
volition,  and  required  from  the  free  citizens 
of  a  froe  State  as  a  constituent  member  of 
the  Coniederacy. 

But,  if  we  possessed  this  power,  would  it 
be  wise  to  exercise  it  under  existing  circum- 
stances ?  The  object  would  doubtless  be  to 
preserve  the  Union.  War  would  not  only 
present  the  most  effectual  means  of  destroy- 
ing it,  but  would  banish  all  hope  of  its 
peaceable  reconstruction.  Besides,  in  the 
fraternal  conflict  a  vast  amount  of  blood  and 
treasure  would  be  expended,  rendering  future 
reconciliation  between  the  States  impossible. 
In  the  meantime  who  can  foretell  what 
would  be  the  sufferings  and  privations  of  the 
people  during  its  existence  ? 

The  fact  is,  that  our  Union  rests  upon 
public  opinion,  and  can  never  be  cemented 
})y  the  blood  of  its  citizens  shed  in  civil 
war.  If  it  cannot  live  in  the  affections  of 
the  people,  it  must  one  day  perish.  Con- 
gress possesses  many  means  of  preserving 
it  by  conciliation ;  but  the  sword  was  not 
placed  in  their  hand  to  preserve  it  by  force. 

In  this  connexion,  I  shall  merely  call  at- 
tention to  a  few  sentences  in  Mr.  Madison's 
justly  celebratfid  report,  in  1799,  to  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia.  In  this  he  ably  and 
conclusively  defended  the  resolutions  of  the 
preceding  Legislature  against  the  strictures 
of  several  other  State  Legislatiu-es.  These 
were  mainly  foimded  upon  the  protest  of  the 


Virginia  Legislature  against  the  "  alica  and 
sedition  acts","  as  '^  palpable  and  alarming  in- 
fractions of  the  Constitution."  In  pointins: 
out  the  peaceful  and  constitutional  remedies, 
and  he  referred  to  none  other  to  which  the 
States  were  authorized  to  resort  *on  such 
occasions,  he  concludes  by  saying,  "that  th( 
Legislatures  of  the  States  might  have  made 
a  direct  representation  to  Congress  with  a 
view  to  obtain  a  rescinding  of  the  two  offend 
ing  acts,  or  they  might  have  represented  tc 
their  respective  Senators  in  Congress  their 
wish  that  two-thirds  thereof  would  propose 
an  explanatory  amendment  to  the  Constitu 
tion,  or  two-thirds  of  themselves,  if  such  had 
been  their  option,  might,  by  an  application 
to  Congress,  have  obtained  a  Convention 
for  the  same  object." 

This  is  the  very  course  which  I  earnestly 
recommend  in  order  to  obtain  an  "explana- 
tory amendment"  of  the  Constitution  on  tKo 
subject  of  slavery.  This  might  originate  with 
Congress  or  the  State  Legislatures,  as  may  be 
deemed  most  advisable  to  attain  the  object. 

The  explanatory  amendment  might  be 
confined  to  the  final  settlement  of  the  true 
construction  of  the  Constitution  on  three 
special  points : 

1.  An  express  recognition  of  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves  in  the  States  where  it  now 
exists  or  may  hereafter  exist. 

2.  The  duty  of  protecting  this  right  in  all 
the  common  Territories  throughout  their 
territorial  existence,  and  until  they  shall  be 
admitted  as  States  into  the  Union,  with  or 
wathout  slavery,  as  their  constitutions  may 
prescribe. 

3.  A  like  recognition  of  the  right  of  the 
master  to  have  his  slave,  who  has  escaped 
from  one  State  to  another,  restored  and  "de- 
livered up"  to  him,  and  of  the  validity  of  the 
fugitive-slave  law  enacted  for  this  purpose, 
together  with  a  declaration  that  all  State 
laws  impairing  or  defeating  this  right  are 
violations  of  the  Constitution,  and  are  con- 
sequently null  and  void. 

It  may  be  objected  that  this  construction 
of  the  Constitution  has  already  been  settled 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  what  more  ought  to  be  required  ?  The 
answer  is,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  still  contest  the 
correctness  of  this  decision,  and  never  will 
cease  from  agitation  and  admit  its  binding 
force  until  established  by  the  people  of  the 
several  States  in  their  sovereign  character. 
Such  an  explanatory  amendment  would,  it  is 
believed,  forever  terminate  the  existing  dis- 
sensions and  restore  peace  and  harmony 
among  the  States. 

It  ought  not  to  be  doubted  that  such  an 
appeal  to  the  arbitrament  established  by  the 
Constitution  itself  would  be  received  with 
favor  by  all  the  States  of  the  Confederacy. 
In  any  event,  it  ought  to  be  tried  in  a  spirit 
of  conciliation  before  any  of  these  Statea 
shall  separate  themselves  fiom  the  Unioa. 
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Opinion  of  Attorney- General   Black 
upon  the  Powers  of  the  President. 

Attor.nzt-Gexeral's  Office, 

Kovember  20,  1860. 

Sip.  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  ymir  note  of  the 
17th,  and  I  now  reply  to  the  grave  qiiestious  therein  pro- 
pounded as  fully  Hs  the  time  allowed  me  will  permit. 

Within  their  respective  spheres  of  action  the  Federal 
Gfivernmeut  and  the  Goveruinent  of  a  Stute  are  both  of 
them  independent  and  supreme,  but  each  is  utterly  power- 
less beyond  the  limits  assigned  to  it  by  the  Constitution. 
If  Congress  would  attempt  to  clianire  tlielaw  of  descents, 
to  make  a  new  rule  of  personal  succession,  or  to  dissolve 
the  family  relations  existing  in  any  State,  the  act  would 
be  simply  void,  but  not  more  void  than  would  be  a  State 
law  to  prevent  the  recapture  of  fugitives  from  labor,  to 
forbid  the  carrying  of  the  mails,  or  to  stop  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports.  The  will  of  a  State,  whether  ex- 
pre-ised  in  its  constitution  or  laws,  cannot,  while  it  remains 
in  the  Confederacy,  absolve  her  people  from  the  duty  of 
obeying  tl)e  just  and  constitutional  requirements  of  the 
Central  Government.  Nor  can  any  act  of  the  Central  Gov- 
ernment displace  the  jurisdiction  of  a  State,  because  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  are  supreme  and  binding  only  so 
far  as  they  are  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Cowititutinn. 
1  do  not  say  what  might  be  effected  by  mere  revolution- 
ary force.    I  am  speaking  of  legal  and  constitutional  right. 

This  is  the  view  always  taken  by  the  Judiciary,  and  so 
nuiversally  adopted  that  the  statement  of  it  may  seem 
common-place.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
has  declared  it  in  many  cases.  I  need  only  refer  you  to  the 
United  States  vs.  Booth  where  the  pre.seut  Chief  Justice, 
expressing  the  unanimous  opinion  of  himself  and  all  his 
brethren,  enunciated  the  doctrine  in  terms  so  clear  and 
full  that  any  further  demonstration  of  it  can  scarcely  be 
required. 

The  duty  which  these  principles  devolve  not  only  upon 
every  officer,  but  every  citizen,  is  that  which  Mr.  Jefferson 
expressed  so  compendioosly  in  his  first  iuautfural,  namely, 
'•  to  support  the  State  Governments  in  all  their  rights,  as 
the  most  competent  administrations  for  their  domestic 
concerns,  and  the  surest  bulwarks  against  anti-republican 
tendencies,"  combined  with  "the  preservation  of  the 
General  Government,  in  its  whole  constitutional  vigor, 
fts  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  peace  at  home  and  safety 
abroad." 

To  the  Chief  Executive  Jlagistrate  of  the  Union  is  con- 
fided the  solemn  duty  of  seeing  the  laws  faithfully  exe- 
cuted. That  he  may  be  able  to  meet  this  duty  with  a 
power  equal  to  its  performance,  he  nominates  his  own 
subordinates  and  removes  them  at  his  pleasure.  For  the 
same  reason  the  land  and  naval  forces  are  underhis orders 
as  their  commander-in-chief.  But  his  power  is  to  be  used 
only  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  legislative  depart- 
Dieot.  He  cannot  accomplish  a  legal  purpose  by  illegal 
means,  or  break  the  laws  himself  to  prevent  them  from 
being  violated  by  others. 

The  acts  of  Congress  sometimes  give  the  President  a 
broad  discretion  in  the  use  of  the  means  by  which  they  are 
to  be  executed,  and  sometimes  limit  his  power  so  that  he 
can  exercise  it  only  in  a  certain  prescribed  manner.  Where 
the  law  directs  a  thing  to  be  done,  without  saying  how, 
that  implies  the  power  to  use  such  means  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  accomplish  the  end  of  the  Legislature. 
But  where  the  mode  of  performing  a  duty  is  pointed  out 
by  statute,  that  is  the  exclusive  mode,  and  no  other  can 
be  followed.  The  United  States  have  no  common  law  to 
fall  back  upon  when  the  written  law  is  defective.  If, 
therefore,  an  act  of  Congress  declares  that  a  certain  thing 
phall  be  done  by  a  particular  officer,  it  cannot  be  done  by 
a  different  officer.  The  agency  whicli  the  law  furnishes 
for  its  own  execution  must  be  used,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
others.  For  instance,  the  revenues  of  the  United  States 
are  to  be  collected  in  a  certain  way,  at  certain  established 
ports,  and  by  a  certain  class  of  officers  ;  the  President  has 
no  authority,  under  any  circumstances,  to  collect  the  same 
revenues  at  other  places  by  a  different  sort  of  officers,  or 
in  ways  not  provided  for.  Even  if  the  machinery  fur- 
nished by  Congress  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  should 
by  any  cause  become  so  deranged  or  broken  up  that  it 
could  not  be  used,  that  would  not  be  a  legal  reason  for 
substituting  a  different  kind  of  machinery  in  its  place. 

The  law  requires  that  all  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  within  certain  collection-districts  shall  be  entered 
at  the  proper  port,  and  the  duty  thereon  shall  be  received 
by  the  Collector  appointed  for  and  residing  at  that  port. 
But  the  functions  of  the  Collector  may  be  exercised  any- 
where at  or  within  the  port.  There  is  no  law  which  con- 
fines him  to  the  custom-house,  or  to  any  other  particular 
spot.  If  the  custom-house  were  burnt  down,  he  might  re- 
move to  another  building  ;  if  he  were  driven  from  the  shore. 
lie  might  go  on  board  a  vessel  in  the  harbor.  If  he  keeps 
within  the  port  he  is  within  the  law.    A  port  is  a  place  to 


which  merchandize  is  imported,  and  from  whence  it  is  ex- 
ported. It  is  created  by  law.  It  is  not  merely  a  harbor  or 
haven,  for  it  may  be  established  where  there  is  nothing  but 
an  open  roadstead,  or  on  the  shore  of  a  navigable  river,  or 
at  any  other  place  where  vessels  may  arrive  and  discharge 
or  take  in  their  cargoes.  It  comprehends  the  city  or  town 
which  is  occupied  by  the  mariners,  merchants,  and  others 
who  are  engaged  in  the  business  of  importing  and  export- 
ing goods,  navigating  the  ships  and  furnishing  them  with 
provisions.  It  includes  also  so  much  of  the  water  adjacent 
to  the  city  as  is  usually  occupied  by  vessels  dischart:ing  or 
receiving  their  cargoes,  or  lying  at  anchor  and  waiting  for 
tht ;  purpose. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  March  2d,  18".3,  authorized 
the  President  in  a  certain  contini.'ency  to  direct  that  the 
custom-house  for  any  collection  district  be  established  and 
kept  in  any  secure  place  within  some  port  or  harbor  of 
such  district,  either  upon  land  or  on  board  any  vessel. 
But  this  provision  was  temporary,  and  expired  at  the  end 
of  the  session  of  Congress  next  afterwards.  It  conferred 
upon  the  Executive  a  right  to  remove  the  site  of  the 
custom-house,  not  merely  to  any  secure  place  within  the 
legally-established  port  of  entry  far  the  district — that  right 
he  had  before — but  it  widened  his  authority  so  as  to  allow 
the  removal  of  it  to  any  ^wrf  or  harbor  within  the  whole 
district.  The  enactment  of  that  law  and  the  limitation  of 
it  to  a  certain  period  of  time  now  past,  is  not  therefore,  au 
argument  against  the  opinion  above  expressed  that  you 
can  now  if  necessary,  order  the  duties  to  be  collected  on 
board  a  vessel  inside  of  any  established  port  of  entry. 
Whether  the  first  and  fifth  sections  of  the  act  of  1833,  both 
of  which  were  made  temporary  by  the  eighth  section, 
should  be  re-enacted,  is  a  question  for  the  legislative 
department. 

Your  right  to  take  such  measures  as  may  seem  to  be 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public  property  is  very 
clear.  It  results  from  the  proprietary  rights  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  owner  of  the  forts,  arsenals,  magazines,  dock- 
yards, navy-yards,  custom-houses,  public  ships,  and  other 
property  which  the  United  States  have  bought,  built,  and 
paid  for.  Besides,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  authorized  by  the  Constitution  (Art.  I,  Sec.  S)  to  "ex- 
ercise exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever .  .  over 
all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  in  which  the  same  shall  be  for  the  erection  of 
forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful 
buildings."  It  is  believed  that  no  important  public  build- 
ing has  been  bought  or  erected  on  ground  where  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State,  in  which  it  is,  has  not  a  passed  a  law 
consenting  to  the  purchase  of  it  and  ceding  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction.  This  Government,  then,  is  not  only  the 
owner  of  those  buildings  and  grounds,  but,  by  virtue  of 
the  supreme  and  paramount  law,  it  regulates  the  action 
and  punishes  the  offences  of  all  who  are  within  them.  If 
any  one  of  an  owner's  rights  is  plainer  than  another,  it 
is  that  of  keeping  exclusive  possession  and  repelling  in- 
trusion. The  right  of  defending  the  public  property  in- 
cludes also  the  right  of  recapture  after  it  has  been  unlaw- 
fully taken  by  another.  President  Jefferson  held  the 
opinion,  and  acted  upon  it,  that  he  could  order  a  military 
force  to  take  possession  of  any  land  to  which  the  United 
States  had  title,  though  they  hf>d  never  occupied  it  before, 
though  a  private  party  claimed  and  held  it,  and  though. 
it  was  not  then  needed  nor  proposed  to  be  used  for  any 
purpose  connected  with  the  operations  of  the  Government. 
This  may  have  been  a  stretch  of  Executive  power  ;  but 
the  right  of  retaking  public  property  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  carrying  on  its  lawful  business,  and 
from  which  its  officers  have  been  unlawfully  thrust  out, 
cannot  well  be  doubted  ;  and  when  it  was  exercised  at 
Harper's  Ferry  in  October,  18-39,  every  one  acknowledged 
the  legal  justice  of  it. 

I  come  now  to  the  point  in  your  letter  which  is  proba- 
bly of  the  greatest  practical  importance.  By  the  act  of 
1807  yon  may  employ  such  parts  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces  as  yoii  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
causing  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  in  all  cases  where 
it  is  lawful  to  use  the  militia  for  the  same  purpose.  By  the 
act  of  1795  the  militia  may  be  called  forth  "  whenever  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  opposed  or  the  execution 
thereof  obstructed  in  any  State  by  combinations  too  power- 
ful to  be  sujjpressedby  the  ordinary  courseof  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, or  by  the  power  vested  in  the  marshals."  This 
imposes  upon  the  President  the  sole  responsibility  of  de- 
ciding whether  the  exigency  has  arisen  which  requires 
the  use  of  military  force;  and  in  proportion  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  that  responsibility  will  be  his  care  not  to  over- 
step the  limits  of  his  legal  and  just  authority. 

The  laws  referred  to  in  the  act  of  1795  are  manifestly 
those  which  are  administered  by  the  judges  and  executed 
by  the  miuisterial  officers  of  the  courts  for  the  punishment 
of  crime  against  the  United  States,  for  the  protection  of 
rights  claimed  under  the  Federal  Constitution  and  laws, 
and  for  the  enforcement   of  snch  obligations  as  come 
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within  the  cognizance  of  the  Federal  Judiciary.  To  com- 
pel obedience  to  these  laws,  the  Courts  have  authority  to 
punish  all  who  obstruct  their  regular  administration,  and 
the  marshals  and  their  deputies  have  the  same  powers 
as  sheritTs  and  their  deputies  in  the  several  States  iu  exe- 
cuting the  laws  of  the  States.  These  are  the  ordinary 
means  provided  for  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the 
whole  spirit  of  our  system  is  opposed  to  the  employment 
of  any  other  except  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity,  arising 
out  of  great  and  unusual  combinations  against  them. 
Their  agency  must  continue  to  be  used  until  their  in- 
capacity to  cope  with  the  power  opposed  to  them  shall 
be  plainly  demonstrated.  It  is  only  upon  clear  evidence 
to  that  effect  that  a  military  force  can  be  called  into  the 
field.  Even  then  its  operations  must  he  purely  defensive. 
It  can  suppress  only  such  combinations  as  are  found 
directly  opposing  the  laws  and  obstructing  the  execution 
thereof.  It  can  do  no  more  than  what  might  and  ought 
to  be  done  by  a  civil  posse,  if  a  civil  posse  could  be 
raised  large  enough  to  meet  the  same  opposition.  On 
such  occasions  especially  the  military  power  must  be 
kept  in  strict  subordiuatiun  to  the  civilauthority,  since  it 
is  only  in  aid  of  the  lajter  that  the  former  can  act  at  all. 

But  wb.at  if  the  fueling  in  any  State  against  the  United 
States  should  become  so  nniversal  that  the  Federal  ofiicers 
themselves  (inclnding  judges,  district-attorneys,  and  mar- 
shals) would  be  reached  by  the  same  influences,  and  resign 
their  places?  Of  course  the  first  step  would  be  to  appoint 
others  in  their  stead,  if  others  could  be  got  to  serve.  But, 
in  such  an  event,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  great  diffi- 
culty would  be  found  in  filling  the  ofiices.  We  can  easily 
conceive  how  it  might  become  altogether  impossible.  We 
are  therefore  obliged  to  consider  what  can  be  done  in  case 
we  have  no  courts  to  issue  judicial  process,  and  no  minis- 
terial officers  to  e.xecute  it.  In  that  event  troops  would 
certainly  be  out  of  place,  and  their  use  wholly  illegal.  If 
they  are  sent  to  aid  the  courts  and  marshals,  there  must  be 
courts  and  marshals  to  be  aided.  Without  the  exercise  of 
those  functions,  which  belong  exclusively  to  the  civil  ser- 
vice, the  laws  cannot  be  executed  in  any  event,  no  matter 
what  may  be  the  physical  strength  which  the  Government 
has  at  its  command.  Under  such  circumstances,  to  send  a 
military  force  into  any  State  with  orders  to  act  against  the 
people  would  be  simply  making  war  upon  them. 

The  existing  laws  put  and  keep  the  Federal  Government 
strictly  on  the  defensive.  You  can  use  force  only  to  repel 
an  assault  on  the  public  property,  and  aid  the  courts  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty.  If  the  means  given  you  to  col- 
lect the  revenue  and  execute  the  other  laws  be  insufficient 
for  that  purpose.  Congress  may  extend  and  make  them 
more  eflectual  to  that  end. 

If  one  of  the  States  should  declare  her  independence, 
your  action  cannot  depend  upon  the  rightfulness  of  the 
cause  upon  which  such  declaration  is  based.  Whether  the 
retirement  of  a  State  from  the  Union  be  the  exercise  of  a 
right  reserved  in  the  Constitution  or  a  revolutionary  move- 
ment, it  is  certain  that  you  have  not  in  either  case  the 
authority  to  recognize  her  independence  or  to  absolve  her 
from  her  Federal  obligations.  Congress  or  the  other  States 
in  convention  assembled  must  take  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  and  proper.  In  such  an  event  I  see  no  course 
for  you  but  to  go  straight  onward  in  the  path  you  have 
hitherto  trodden,  that  is,  execute  the  laws  to  the  extent  of 
the  defensive  means  placed  in  your  hands,  and  act  generally 
upon  the  assumption  that  the  present  constitutional  rela- 
tions between  the  States  and  the  Federal  Government  con- 
tinue to  exist  until  a  new  order  of  things  sha'i  be  estab- 
lished, either  by  law  or  force. 

Whether  Congress  has  the  constitutional  right  to  make 
war  against  one  or  more  States,  and  require  the  Executive 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  carry  it  on  by  means  of 
force  to  be  drawn  from  the  other  States,  is  a  question  for 
Congress  itself  to  consider.  It  must  be  admitted  that  no 
Buch  power  is  expressly  given ;  nor  are  there  any  words 
in  the  Constitution  which  imply  it.  Among  the  powers 
enumerated  in  article  I.  section  8,  is  that  "  to  declare  war, 
grant  letters  of  marcjue  and  rejirisal,  and  to  make  rules 
concerning  captures  on  land  and  water."  This  certainly 
means  nothing  more  than  the  power  to  commence  and 
carry  on  hostilities  against  the  foreign  enemies  of  the  na^ 
tion.  Another  clanso  in  the  same  section  gives  Congress 
fhe  power  "  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,"  and  to 
use  them  within  the  limits  of  the  State.  But  this  power  is 
60  restricted  by  the  words  which  immediately  fjUow,  that 
It  can  be  exercised  only  for  one  of  the  folU>wing  purposes  : 

1.  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union ;  that  is,  to  aid  the 
Federal  officers  in  the  performance  of  their  regular  duties. 

2.  To  suppress  insurrections  against  the  States  ;  but  this  is 
confined  by  article  IV.  section  4,  to  cases  iu  which  the  State 
herself  shall  apply  for  assistance  against  her  own  people. 

3.  To  repel  the  invasion  of  a  State  by  enemies  who  come 
from  abroad  to  assail  her  in  her  own  territory.  All  these 
provisions  are  made  to  protect  the  States,  not  to  authorize 
an  attack  by  one  part  of  the  country  upon  another ;  to 
preserve  their  peace,  and  not  to  plunge  them  into  civil  wai°. 


Our  forefathers  do  not  seem  to  have  thougrht  that  war  was 
calculated  "to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justiie, 
insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
i)f  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity."  There  was  un- 
doubtedly a  sti-ong  and  universal  conviction  among  the  men 
who  framed  and  ratified  the  Constitution,  that  military 
force  would  not  only  be  useless,  but  pernicious  as  a  means 
of  hcilding  the  States  together. 

If  it  be  true  that  war  cannot  be  declared,  nor  a  system 
of  general  hostilities  carried  on  by  the  central  government 
against  a  State,  then  it  seems  to  follow  that  an  attempt  to 
do  so  would  be  ipso  facto  an  expulsion  of  such  State  from 
the  Union.  Being  treated  as  an  alien  and  an  enemy,  she 
would  be  compelled  to  act  accordingly.  And  if  Congress 
shall  break  up  the  present  Union  tiy  unconstitutionally 
putting  strife  and  enmity,  and  armed  hostility,  between 
different  sections  of  the  country,  instead  of  the  "domestic 
tranquillity"  which  the  Constitution  was  meant  to  insure, 
will  not  all  the  States  be  absolved  from  their  Federal  obli- 
gatic>ns  ?  Is  any  portion  of  the  people  bound  to  contribute 
their  money  or  their  blood  to  carry  on  a  contest  like  that  ? 

The  right  of  the  General  Government  to  preserve  itself 
in  its  whole  constitutional  vigor  by  repelling  a  direct  and 
positive  aggression  upon  its  property  or  its  officers,  cannot 
be  denied.  But  this  is  a  totally  different  thing  from  an 
offensive  war  to  punish  the  people  for  the  political  misdeeds 
of  their  State  gcivernments,  or  to  prevent  a  threatened  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution,  or  to  enforce  an  acknowledgment 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  supreme.  The 
States  are  colleagues  of  one  another,  and  if  some  of  them 
shall  Conquer  the  rest  and  hold  them  as  subjugated  prov- 
inces, it  would  totally  destroy  the  whole  theory  upon  which 
they  are  now  connected. 

If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  as  correct  as  I  think  it  is, 
then  the  Union  must  utterly  perish  at  the  moment  when 
Congress  shall  arm  one  part  of  the  people  against  another 
for  any  purpose  beyond  that  of  merely  protecting  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  the  exercise  of  its  proper  constitutional 
functions.        I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

J.  S.  Black. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Committee  of  Thirty-three. 

December  4th.  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, Mr.  BoTELER  of  Virginia  moved 
that  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as 
relates  to  the  present  perilous  condition 
of  the  country  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee  of  one  from  each  State,  which 
was  agreed  to — yeas  145,  nays  38,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams  of  Massachusetts,  Adama  of 
Ky.,  Adrain,  Aldrich,  Allen,  Alley,  Anderson  of  Ky., 
Anderson,  of  Missouri,  Avery,  Balbbitt,  Barr,  Barrett, 
Bocock,  Boteler,  Bouliguy,  Branch,  Brayton,  Briggs,  Bris- 
tow.  Brown,  Burch,  Burnett,  Campbell,  Carter,  Clark  of  N. 
Y.,  Clark  of  Mo.,  Cobb.  John  Cochrane  of  N.  York,  Colfax, 
Conkling,  Corwin,  Covodo,  Coa^,  Curtis,  Davis  of  Md.,  Davis 
of  Ind.,  Davis,  of  Miss.,  De  Jarnette,  Delano,  Duell,  Dunn, 
Edmundxou,  Eliot,  Ely,  English,  Etheridge,  Ferry.  Florence, 
Fostor,  Foitli-e,  Frank,  French,  Gilmer,  Gooch,  Graham, 
Gurley,  Hale,  Hull,  Hardeman,  Harris  of  Md.,  Harris 
of  Va.,  Haskin,  Ilatton,  Helmick,  Hill,  Hoard,  Holman, 
H'Mston,  Howard  of  Ohio,  Hughes,  Humphrey,  Jenkins, 
Junkin,  Kellogg  of  Illinois,  Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Killiu^er, 
Kunkel,  Larrabce,  Leach  of  N.  Carolina,  Leake,  Logan, 
Longnecker,  Love,  Maclay,  Martin  of  Ohio,  Martin,  of  Va., 
Maynard,  McClernard,  i)/cA'e»<.v,McPherson,  Millson.  Moore 
of  Ky.,Moorhead,  Morrill,  Moi-risofPenn.,  iUorm  of  Ill.,Nel- 
son,  JViblttck.  Nixon,  JVocll,  Palmer,  Pendleton,  Pettit,  I'cy- 
ton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pryor,  Quarles,  Reynolds,  Rice,  liifiiis, 
Robinson  of  R.  I.,  Robinson  of  Illinois,  Royce,  Rust,  Sickles, 
Smith  of  Va,,  Smith  of  N.  C,  Somes,  Spauldiug,  Spinner, 
S'evenson,  Stewart  of  Md .,  Stewart  of  Pa.,  Stokes,  Slnut,  Strat- 
ton,  Thayer,  Tlieaker_  Tkomas,  Train,  Trimble,  Vallan'-'ig- 
fta?n,  Vance,  VundevBr,  Verree,  Walton,  Washburn  of  Me., 
Webster,  T17«7t7''^,Windoni,  Win^loi",  Wood,'\Voodruff — 145. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ashley,  Beale,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake, 
Buffiuton,  Burlingamo,  Burnham,  Carey,  Case,  Edgertou, 
Fentou,  Grow,  Hickman,  Howard  of  Mich.,  Hutcluns,  Ir- 
vine, Kellogg  of  Mich.,  Leach  of  Mich..  Leo,  Looiaie,  Love- 
joy,  McKoan,  McKnight,  Morse,  Perry,  Potter,  Pottle, 
Sedgwick,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Stevens,  Tappan,  Tompkins, 
Wade,  Washburn  of  Wis.,  Washburno  of  111.,  Wells— 38. 

During  the  vote,  Mr.  Singleton  of  Mis- 
sissippi, said  he  declined  to  vote  because  he 
had  not  been  sent  here  to  make  any  com- 
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■j^romise  or  patch  up  existing  difficulties, 
amd  that  a  Convention  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi would  consider  and  decide  the  sub- 
ject. • 

Mr.  Hawkins  of  Florida,  said  the  day  of 
compromise  had  passed,  and  that  he  was 
opposed,  and  he  believed  his  State  was  op- 
posed, to  all  and  every  compromise. 

Mr.  Olopton  of  Alabama,  believed  in  the 
right  of  a  State  to  secede,  considered  that 
the  only  remedy  for  preseait  evils,  and  would 
not  hold  out  any  delusive  hope,  or  sanction 
any  temporizing  policy. 

Mr.  Miles  of  South  Carolina,  said  their 
delegation  had  not  voted  on  the  question 
because  they  conceived  they  had  no  inter- 
est in  it.  They  considered  their  State  as 
already  withdrawn  from  the  Confederacy  in 
every  thing  except  form. 

Mr.  PuGH  of  Alabama,  said  that  State  in- 
tended following  South  Carolina  out  of  the 
Union  by  the  10th  of  January  next,  and  he 
paid  no  attention  to  any  action  taken  in  this 
body.     The  Committee  consisted  of 

Mr.  Corwin  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Millson  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Winslow  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Humphrey  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Boyce  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Love  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Ferry  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Robinson  of  Rhode  Island, 

Mr.  Whiteley  of  Delaware. 

Mr.  Tappan  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Stratton  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Bristow  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Morrill  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Nelson  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Dunn  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Reubea  Davis  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Kellogg  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Houston  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Morse  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Phelps  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Rust  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Howard  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Hawkins  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Hamilton  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Washburn  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Curtis  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Burch  of  California. 

Mr.  Windom  of  Minnesota. 

Mr.  Stout  of  Oregon. 
Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Boyce  asked  to  be 
excused  from  service  on  the  Committee,  but 
the  House  refused. 


Propositions  Submitted  to  the  Com- 
raittee. 
By  Mr.  Thayer  of  Massachusetts.  A  series 
of  resolutions  to  the  effect  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  '  the  people  should  devote 
themselves  to  the  cause  of  the  country,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  fathers  of  the  Republic ; 


that  the  people  should  be  true  to  their  consti- 
tutional obligations  ;  that  as  our  differences 
had  arisen  mainly  from  the  acquisition  of 
new  territory,  no  more  territory  ought 
ever  to  be  acquired  ;  affirming  the  right  of 
self-government  in  the  Territories  as  inde- 
pendent of  Congress  or  the  President ;  in 
favor  of  admission  of  new  States  with  a  pop 
ulation  equal  to  the  ratio  of  rejiresentation  ; 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
should  never  own  any  more  territory,  and 
that  annexation  of  territory  in  the  future 
should  only  be  by  consent  of  the  States; 
that  there  should  be  no  Congressional  legis- 
lation whatever  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
and  that  every  Congressional  District  should 
in  future  be  an  Electoral  District,  entitled 
every  four  years  to  elect  one  Presidential 
elector. 

By  Mr.  John  Cochrane  of  New  York.  A 
preamble  and  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
Dred  Scott  case  should  be  received  as  a  set- 
tlement of  the  questions  therein  discussed 
and  decided  ;  also,  in  favor  of  amending  the 
Constitution  so  as  to  give  a  right  to  Con- 
gress to  establish  territorial  governments ; 
providing  for  admission  of  new  States  with 
a  population  equal  to  the  Federal  ratio  of 
representation,  with  or  without  slavery,  and 
prohibiting  Congress  and  the  people  of  the 
territory  from  impairing  the  right  of  prop- 
erty in  slaves  during  its  existence  as  a  ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  John  Cochrane  of  New  York,  also 
offered  amendments  to  the  Constitution  in 
favor  of  a  division  of  territory  on  the  line  of 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  ;  in  favor 
of  admission  of  new  States  with  or  without 
slavery  ;  to  prohibit  Congress  from  abolish- 
ing the  inter-State  slave-trade  ;  reaffirming 
the  obligation  of  the  fugitive  slave  law ; 
guaranteeing  a  right  of  transit  in  free  States 
of  persons  M'ith  slaves,  and  declaring  void 
all  nullifying  acts  of  State  or  Territorial 
Legislatures. 

Mr.  John  Cochrane  of  New  York,  also 
offered  a  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the 
same  effect,  as  regards  the  question  of  sla- 
very in  the  territories,  with  his  proposition 
to  amend  the  Constitution,  just  cited,  and 
coupled  with  a  resolution  declaring  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  existed 
only  by  agreement  of  sovereign  States,  and 
that  any  attempt  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  coerce  a  sovereign  State  into  the 
observance  of  the  Constitutional  compact, 
would  be  to  levy  war  upon  a  substantial 
power  and  precipitate  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Haskin  offered  as  a  substitute  to  the 
above,  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  and  report  as  to 
what  action  Congress  should  take  in  regard 
to  enforcing  the  Constitution  and  laws  in 
South  Carolina,  and  what  was  the  duty  of 
the  Executive  in  this  regard. 

By  jSlr.  Mallory  of  Kentucky.    Instruct- 
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ing  the  Committee  of  Thirty-three  in  favor 
of  a  division  of  territory  on  line  of  thirty- 
six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  and  admis- 
sion of  new  States  with  a  population  equal 
to  the  Federal  ratio  of  representation,  with 
or  without  slavery,  and  to  prohibit  Congress 
from  abolishing  slavery  in  any  places  within 
its  jurisdiction,  or  from  abolishing  the  inter- 
State  slave-trade. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  of  Kentucky.  To  so 
amend  the  fugitive  slave  law  as  to  make  it 
felony  to  resist  the  execution  of  said  law 

By  Mr.  English  of  Indiana.  That  said 
committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  settling  all  matters  of  con- 
troversy upon  the  following  basis  :  1.  Divi- 
sion of  Territory  between  the  free  and  slave 
States,  with  provision  for  admission  of  new 
States  with  a  population  equal  to  the  Fed- 
eral ratio  of  representation.  2.  Prohibiting 
Congress  from  impairing  the  right  of  prop- 
erty in  slaves.  3.  Making  the  city,  county,  or 
township  liable  in  double  the  value  of  fugi- 
tive slaves  forcibly  rescued,  etc. 
By  Mr.  Kilgore  of  Indiana.  To  give  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury,  where  a  fugitive  slave  claims 
to  be  free,  with  right  of  appeal  on  writ  of 
error  to  either  party.  Monied  compensation 
in  case  of  rescue  by  force,  etc.,  and  making 
it  a  criminal  offence  to  resist  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  fugitive  slave  law. 

By  Mr.  Holman  of  Indiana.  Resolutions 
opposing  the  right  of  secession,  declaring 
the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  en- 
force with  temperate  firmness  and  in  good 
faith  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Thirty-three  to 
inquire  and  report  what  legislation  is  needed 
to  thwart  any  attempted  nullification. 

By  Mr.  Niblack  of  Indiana.  That  the  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  Congress  has  power  to  provide  by 
law  for  a  payment  of  money  to  the  owner  of  a 
fugitive  slave  prevented  by  violence  from  re- 
capturing him. 

By  Mr.  John  A.  McClernand  of  Illinois 
To  same  effect,  and  further  to  inquire  and 
report  as  to  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a  special  Federal  police  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  prevent  opposition 
thereto. 

By  Mr.  Noell  of  Missouri.  That  said 
Committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  re- 
port as  to  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the 
otlice  of  President  of  the  Uruted  States, 
and  establishing  in  lieu  thereof  an  Executive 
Council  of  three  members  to  be  elected  by 
districts  composed  of  contiguous  States 
as  nearly  as  possible — each  member  to  be 
armed  with  a  veto  power ;  and  also  as  to 
whether  the  ecjuilibrium  of  free  and  slave 
States  in  the  United  States  Senate  can  be 
restored  and  preserved,  particularly  by  a 
voluntary  division  of  some  of  the  slave 
States  into  two  or  more  States. 

By  Mr.  Hindman  of  Arkansas.  In  favor 
of  amending  the  Constitution  as  follows : 

1st.    An  express   recognition  of  slavery 


in  the  States  where  it  exists,  and  prohibition 
of  right  of  Congress  to  interfere  therewith 
or  with  the  inter-State  slave-trade. 

2d.  Expressly  requiring  Congress  to  pro- 
tect slavery  in  the  territories,  and  in  all 
places  under  its  jurisdiction. 

3d.  For  admission  of  new  States,  with  or 
without  slavery,  as  their  Constitutions 
should  provide. 

4th.  Right  of  transit  for  persons  with 
slaves  through  the  free  States. 

5th.  To  prohibit  a  right  of  represen- 
tation in  Congress  to  any  States  passing 
laws  to  impair  the  obhgations  of  the  fugitive 
slave  law  until  such  acts  shall  have  been 
repealed. 

6th.  Giving  the  slave  States  a  negative 
upon  all  acts  of  Congress  relating  to  slavery. 

7th.  Making  the  above  amendments,  and 
all  provisions  of  the  Constitution  relative 
to  slavery  unamendable. 

8th.  Granting  to  the  several  States  au- 
thority to  appoint  all  Federal  officers  within 
their  respective  limits. 

By  Mr.  Lareabee  of  Wisconsin.  Rec- 
ommending the  several  States  to  call  a 
Convention  of  all  the  States  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  the  existing  exigency  required. 

By  Mr.  Anderson  of  Missouri.  In  fa- 
vor of  a  joint  resolution  to  refer  the  ques- 
tions at  issue  between  the  free  and  slave 
States  to  the  Sitpreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  their  opinion,  and  when  obtained, 
that  Congress  should  pass  all  necessary 
laws  for  giving  effect  to  the  opinion  of  said 
court. 

By  Mr.  Smith  of  Tirginia.  In  favor  of 
declaring  out  of  the  Union  every  State 
which  shall  aim  by  legislation  to  nullify  an 
act  of  Congress. 

By  Mr.  Sickles  of  New  York.  To 
amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to  provide, 
that  whenever  a  Convention  of  delegates 
chosen  in  any  State  by  the  people  thereof 
under  a  recommendation  of  its  Legislature, 
shall  rescind  its  ratification  of  the  Consti- 
tution, the  President  shall  appoint,  with 
consent  of  the  Senate,  three  Commissioners 
to  agree  with  such  State  regarding  the  dis- 
position of  the  public  property  therein,  and 
the  proportion  of  the  public  debt  which 
such  State  ought  to  assume,  which  being 
approved  by  the  President  and  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate,  he  shall  by  proclamation  de- 
clare the  assent  of  the  United  States  to  the 
withdrawal  of  any  such  State  from  the 
Union. 

By  Mr.  Dunn  of  Indiana.  A  resolution 
in  favor  of  a  more  efi'ectual  execution  of 
the  2d  Section  of  the  4th  Article  of  the 
Constitution  to  secure  the  personal  rights 
of  citizens  of  any  State,  travelling  or  so- 
journing in  any  other  State. 

By  Mr.  Adrain  of  New  Jersey.  A 
series  of  resolutions  in  sitbstance  as  follows  : 
Declaring  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention 
of  Congress  in  the  territories ;  the  right  of 
the  people  to  be  admitted  as  a  State,  either 
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with  or  without  slavery,  as  its  Constitution 
should  provide  ;  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  all 
enactments  of  State  Legislatures  which  con- 
flicted with  acts  of  Congress,  or  the  Con- 
stitution, affirming  the  constitutionality  of 
the  fugitive  slave  law  ;  inculcating  a  Idnd 
and  fraternal  spirit  among  the  people  of  the 
different  States,  and  deprecating  any  inter- 
ference with  the  domestic  institutions  of  one 
another,  and  declaring  that  the  Constitution 
could  only  be  preserved  by  the  same  spirit 
of  compromise  that  had  governed  its  for- 
mation. 

By  Mr.  Morris  of  Pennsylvania.  In- 
structing the  Committee  of  Thirty-three  to 
report  if  there  are  any  personal  liberty  bills 
of  any  State  in  conflict  with  the  fugitive 
slave  law,  and  to  inquire  and  report  if  the 
fugitive  slave  law  is  not  susceptible  of  amend- 
ment so  as  to  prevent  kidnapping,  and  ren- 
der more  certain  the  ascertainment  of  the 
true  character  of  the  fugitive. 

By  Mr.  Stewart  of  Maryland.  A  lengthy 
preamble  reciting  to  the  efl'ect  that  the  States 
were  sovereign,  independent  political  organi- 
zations originally,  and  had  united  from  time  to 
time  under  such  form  of  association  or  union 
as  was  deemed  expedient — which  form  of  as- 
sociation had  been  from  time  to  time  changed 
peaceably  as  circumstances  required;  that 
it  was  the  deliberate  opinion  of  many  of  the 
people  that  our  present  form  of  government, 
from  causes  either  resulting  from  or  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution,  was  inadequate 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  created ; 
that  certain  States  were  threatening  to  with- 
draw their  allegiance;  and  that  we  had 
reached  a  crisis  in  our  history  which  required 
an  alteration  of  the  present  form  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  he  followed  with  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  committee  on  the  President's 
message  to  inquire  if  any  measures  could  be 
adopted  for  preserving  the  rights  of  all  the 
States  under  the  Union,  and  if  not,  to  then 
inquire  as  to  the  best  mode  of  adjusting  the 
rights  of  the  several  States  in  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  Leake  of  Virginia.  A  resolution 
in  favor  of  the  aniendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion in  the  following  particulars  :  Making  it 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  to  protect 
slavery  where  it  exists  ;  taking  away  all  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  over  the  matter  ;  guaran- 
teeing the  right  of  transit  for  persons  with 
their  slaves  in  any  State  ;•  reaffirming  the 
fugitive  slave  clause,  with  additional  provi- 
sion for  compensation  in  case  of  failure  to 
return  the  fugitive. 

By  Mr.  Jenkins  of  Virginia.  A  resolution 
directing  the  Committee  of  Thirty-three  to  in- 
quire into  the  best  mode  of  amending  the 
fugitive  slave  law  so  as  to  adequately  punish 
its  infraction  and  render  compensation  when 
the  slave  should  not  be  restored ;  also  as  to 
whether  the  election  of  a  President  hostile  to 
the  slaveholding  interest  was  not  a  sufficient 
reasonto  justify  the  slaveholding  States  to  re- 
quire that  their  concurrent  sanction  should  be 


separately  given  to  every  act  of  the  Federal 
Government,  or  whether  there  should  be  a 
dual  Executive  or  a  dual  Senate,  or  the 
assent  of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from 
each  section  necessary  to  pass  any  law,  or 
what  other  measures  were  needed  for  the 
protection  of  the  slaveholding  States. 

By  Mr.  Cox  of  Ohio.  A  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Committee  of  Thirty-three  to  in- 
quire what  additional  legislation  was  neces- 
sary to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution relative  to  rendition  of  fugitives, 
and  that  such  inquiry  shoiild  be  made 
with  special  reference  to  punishing  all  judges, 
attorney-generals,  executives,  and  other 
State  officers  who  should  opposeits  execution. 

By  Mr.  Hutchixs  of  Ohio.  A  resolution 
directing  said  committee  to  inquire  what 
legislation  was  needed  to  give  effect  to  sec- 
tion two  of  article  four  of  the  Constitution, 
granting  to  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States,"  and  to  secure  to  all  the 
people  the  full  benefit  of  article  four  of 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which 
guarantees  exemption  from  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures,  etc. 

By  Mr.  Sherman  of  Ohio.  A  series  of 
resolutions  to  the  effect  that  the  only  remedy 
for  existing  dissensions  was  to  be  found  in  a 
faithful  observance  of  all  the  compromises  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof;  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Thirty-three  to  inquire  whether  any  State  or 
the  people  thereof  have  failed  of  their  duty 
in  this  regard,  and  if  so  what  remedy  should 
be  made  therefor,  and  directing  said  com- 
mittee to  divide  the  remaining  Territories 
into  States  of  convenient  size  with  a  view  to 
their  immediate  admission  into  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  Binoham  of  Ohio.  A  resolution 
directing  the  committee  to  report  such  addi- 
tional legislation  as  might  be  needed  to  put 
down  armed  rebellion  and  protect  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States  from  seizure,  and 
the  citizens  thereof  from  unlawful  violence. 

other  propositions  submitted  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Etheridge  of  Tennessee  proposed  a 
series  of  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
in  substance  as  follows  : 

That  Congress  shall  not  interfere  with 
slavery  in  the  States,  nor  in  any  forts, 
arsenals,  etc.,  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  a  slave  State,  nor  in  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia, without  the  consent  of  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  District, 
nor  without  making  compensation ;  nor  with 
the  inter-State  slave-trade.  Foreign  slave- 
trade  prohibited.  In  regard  to  slavery  in 
Territories,  a  provision  similar  to  that  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Cochrane,  before  cited.  No 
foreign  territory  to  be  acquired  except  on  a 
concurrent  two-thirds  vote  of  both  houses  of 
Congress  or  by  a  treaty  ratified  by  two-thirds 
of  the  members  of  the  Senate ;  and  an  amend- 
ment in  reference  to  rendition  of  fugitives 
from  justice. 
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Mr.  Davis  of  Indiana.  A  preamble  and 
resolution  reciting  the  Ordinance  of  Seces- 
sion of  South  Carolina,  and  directing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  and 
report  what  legislation  had  been  rendered 
necessary  in  consequence  thereof. 

Mr.  HoLMAN  of  Indiana,  offered  a  series  of 
resolutions,  denying  the  right  of  secession, 
affirming  it  to  be  the  duty"  of  the  General 
Government  to  collect  the  revenue  and  pro- 
tect the  public  property,  and  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  and 
report  what  legislation  is  needed  to  enable 
the  Government  to  discharge  its  constitu- 
tional duty  in  these  regards. 

Mr.  Florence  of  Pennsylvania,  ofiered  as  a 
substitute  for  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Thirty-three  a  series  of  amendments  to 
the  Constitution,  in  substance  as  follows  : 

1st.  Granting  the  right  to  hold  slaves  in 
all  territory  south  of  36°  30',  and  prohibit- 
ing Congress  and  the  Territorial  Legislature 
from  interfering  with  it  therein,  or  in  any 
other  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  without  the  consent  of  all 
the  slave  States. 

2d.  Admitting  States  into  the  Union  with 
a  population  equal  to  the  ratio  of  represen- 
tation, with  or  without  slavery,  as  their 
Constitution  shall  prescribe. 

3d.  Prohibiting  any  alteration  of  the 
present  basis  of  representation — declaring 
the  slavery  question  to  be  one  exclusively 
for  each  State ;  but  with  proviso  that  this 
amendment  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to 
release  the  General  Government  from  its 
obligations  to  suppress  domestic  insurrection 
in  any  State. 

4th.  Giving  the  right  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  exclusively  to 
tlie  State  of  Maryland. 

5th.  Prohibiting  any  State  from  passing 
laws  to  obstruct  the  rendition  of  fugitive 
slaves. 

6th.  Granting  the  right  of  transit  with 
slaves  through  all  the  States. 

7th.  Declaring  all  slaves  brought  into  any 
State  by  permission  thereof,  and  escaping, 
to  be  fugitives  from  labor. 

8th.  Prohibiting  the  African  slave-trade, 
and  also  prohibiting  persons  of  African  de- 
scent from  becoming  citizens. 

9th.  ISlaking  all  acts  of  any  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  tending  to  incite  slaves 
to  insurrection,  penal  offences. 

10th.  Making  the  county  in  which  any 
fugitive  slave  shall  be  rescued,  liable  to  pay 
the  value  thereof. 

11th.  Prohibiting  slavery  in  territory 
north  of  36°  30'. 

]2th.  Giving  returned  fugitive  slaves  a 
trial  by  a  jury  in  the  place  to  which  they 
shall  have  been  returned. 

13th.  Provides  for  rendition  of  fugitives 
from  justice. 

14th.  Declaring  invioljble  the  rights  of 
the  citizens  of  any  State  sojourning  in  an- 
other State. 


15th.  Xo  State  shall  retire  from  the  Union 
without  the  consent  of  three-fourths  of  all 
the  States. 

16th.  Giving  full  power  to  three-fourths 
of  the  States  at  any  time  to  call  a  Conven- 
tion to  amend  or  abolish  the  Constitution. 
•  17th.  Declares  articles  8,  9  and  10  of 
these  amendments  to  be  unalterable,  unless 
by  consent  of  all  the  slave  States. 

Mr.  Fenton  of  New  York,  offered  as  a 
substitute  for  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Thirty-three  a  preamble  and  resolution, 
reciting  the  conflicting  differences  of  opinion 
as  to  the  caiises  of  the  present  disturbances, 
and  favoring  the  calling  of  a  Convention  of 
delegates  from  the  several  States. 

Mr.  Kellogg  of  Illinois.  As  a  substitute 
for  the  report  of  the  Committee,  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  in  svibstance  as 
follows :  Prohibiting  slavery  in  territory 
north  of  36°  30',  and  permitting  it  south  of 
that  line,  and  providing  for  its  admission  as 
States  with  a  population  equal  to  the  ratio 
of  representation,  with  or  without  slavery, 
as  its  Constitution  should  prescribe ;  pro- 
hibiting any  interference  by  Congress  with 
the  subject  in  the  States,  either  to  abohsh  or 
establish  slavery  ;  afErmatory  of  the  fugitive 
slave-clause  of  the  Constitution,  with  amend- 
ment providing  for  compensation,  and  pro- 
hibiting the  foreign  slave-trade. 

By  Mr.  Vallandigham  of  Ohio,  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution : 

Joint  Resolution  peoposinq  Amendments  to  the  Cox- 

stitution. 

Whereas,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a 
grant  of  specific  powers  delegated  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment by  the  penpleof  the  several  States,  all  powers  not 
delegated  to  it  nor  prohibited  to  the  States  being  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  tothe  people:  and  whereas  it 
is  the  tendency  of  stronger  Governments  to  enlarge  their 
powers  and  jurisdiction  at  the  expense  of  weaker  Govern- 
ments, and  of  majorities  to  usurp  and  abuse  power  and 
oppress  minorities,  to  arrest  and  hold  in  check  which  ten- 
dency compacts  and  Coastitutious  are  made;  and  whereas 
the  only  effectual  constitutional  security  for  the  rights  of 
minorities,  whether  as  people  or  as  States,  is  the  power 
expressly  reserved  in  Constitutions  of  protecting  those 
rights  by  their  own  action;  and  whereas  this  mode  of 
protection,  by  checks  and  guarantees,  is  recognized  in  the 
Federal  Constitution,  as  well  in  the  case  of  the  equality  of 
the  Stales  in  representation  and  in  suffrage  in  the  Senate, 
as  in  the  provision  for  overruling  the  vote  of  the  President, 
and  for  amending  the  Constitution,  not  to  enumerate  other 
examples;  and  whereas,  unhappily,  because  of  tlie  vast 
extent  and  diversified  interests  and  institutions  of  the  sev- 
eral Slates  of  the  Uuion,  sectional  divisions  can  no  longer 
be  suppressed;  and  whereas  it  concerns  the  p(*fece  and  sta- 
bility of  the  Federal  Union  and  Government  that  a  division 
of  the  States  into  mere  slaveholding  and  nou-slaveliolding 
sections,  causing  hitherto,  and  from  the  nature  and  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  inflau»niatory  and  disastrous  controversies 
upon  the  suliject  of  slavery,  ending  alreaily  in  present  dis- 
ruption of  the  Union,  should  be  forever  hereafter  ignored  : 
and  whereas  tliis  important  end  is  best  to  be  attained  by 
the  recognition  of  other  sections  without  regard  to  slavery 
neither  of  which  sections  shall  alone  be  strong  euougli  to 
oppress  or  control  the  others,  and  each  be  vested  witli  the 
power  to  protect  itself  from  aggressions:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  R^presentO' 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  fisseni- 
hl^d,  (two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,)  That  the 
following  articles  be  and  are  hereby  proposed  as  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  said 
Constitution  when  ratified  by  Conventions  in  ibree-Iourths 
of  the  several  States: 

Article  xiii.  Sec.  1.  The  United  States  are  divided  into 
four  sections,  as  follows  : 

The  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  MasR- 
achusetts,   Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
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Jerspy,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  all  new  States  annexed  and 
admitied  into  the  Uuioa,  or  formed  or  erected  witHin  the 
jurisdicdoa  of  any  of  said  States,  or  by  the  junction  of 
two  or  dPjre  of  the  same  or  of  parts  thereof,  or  out  of  ter- 
ritory acquired  north  of  said  States,  shall  constitute  one 
section,  to  be  known  as  the  North. 

The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiaua,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wis- 
cousiu,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Kansas,  and  all  new  States 
annexed  or  admitted  into  the  Union,  or  erected  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  of  said  States,  or  by  the  junction  of  two 
or  more  of  the  same  or  of  parts  thereof,  or  out  of  territory 
now  held  or  hereafter  acquired  north  of  latitude  36°  30' 
and  east  of  the  crest  of  the  Rocky  Mountain?,  shall  con- 
stitute another  section,  to  be  known  as  the  West.  , 

The  States  of  Oregon  and  California,  and  all  new  States 
annexed  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  or  formed  or  erected 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  of  said  States,  or  by  the 
junction  of  two  or  more  of  the  same  or  of  parts  thereof,  or 
out  of  territory  now  held  or  hereafter  acquired  west  of  the 
crest  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  of  the  Rio  Grande,  shall 
constitute  another  section  to  be  known  as  the  Pacific. 

The  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
and  Missouri,  and  all  new  States  annexed  and  admitted 
i-nto  the  Union,  or  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  of  said  States,  or  by  the  junction  of  two  or 
more  of  the  same  or  of  parts  thereof,  or  out  of  territory 
acquired  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  south  of  latitude 
36°  30',  shall  constitute  another  section,  to  be  known  as 
the  SoDTH. 

Sec.  2.  On  demand  of  one-third  of  the  Senators  of  any 
cue  of  the  sections  on  any  bill,  order,  resolution,  or  vote, 
to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
may  be  necessary,  except  on  a  question  of  adjournment,  a 
vote  shall  be  had  by  sections,  and  a  majority  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  each  section  voting  shall  be  necessary  to  the  pas- 
sage of  such  bill,  order,  or  resolution,  and  to  the  validity 
of  every  such  vote. 

Sec.  3.  Two  of  the  electors  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident shall  be  appointed  by  each  State  in  such  manner  as 
the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct  for  the  State  at  large. 
The  other  electors  to  which  each  State  may  be  entitfed 
shall  be  chosen  in  the  respective  Congressional  districts 
into  which  the  State  may  at  the  regular  decennial  period 
have  been  divided,  by  the  electors  of  each  district  having 
the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  A  majority  of  all 
the  electors  in  each  of  the  four  sections  in  this  article  estab- 
lished shall  be  necessary  to  the  choice  of  President  and 
Vice  President ;  and  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the 
States  of  each  section  shall  be  necessary  to  the  choice  of 
President  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  each  section  to  the  choice  of  Vice  President  by 
the  Senate,  whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve 
upon  them  respectively. 

Sec.  4.  The  President  and  Vice  President  shall  hold 
their  offices  each  during  the  term  of  six  years;  and  neither 
shall  be  eligible  to  more  than  one  term  except  by  the  votes 
of  two-thirds  of  all  the  electors  of  each  section,  or  of  the 
States  of  each  section,  whenever  tlie  right  of  choice  of 
President  shall  devolve  upon  the  House  of  Representatives, 
or  of  the  Senators  from  each  section  whenever  the  right 
of  choice  of  Vice  President  shall  devolve  upon  the  Senate. 

Sec.  5.  The  Congress  shall  by  law  provide  for  the  case  of 
a  failure  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  choose  a  Pres- 
ident, and  of  the  Senate  to  choose  a  Vice  President, 
whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve  upon  them  re- 
spectively, declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as  Presi- 
dent ;  and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly  until  a. "'resi- 
dent be  elected.  The  Congress  shall  also  provide  by  law 
for  a  special  election  for  President  and  Vice  President  in 
such  case,  to  be  held  and  completed  within  six  months 
from  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  last  pre- 
ceding President  and  to  be  conducted  in  all  respects  as 
provided  for  in  the  Constitution  fop  regular  elections  of  the 
same  officers,  except  that  if  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  not  choose  a  President,  should  the  right  of  choice 
devolve  np'm  them,  within  twenty  days  from  the  opening 
of  the  certificates  and  counting  of  the  electoral  votes,  then 
the  Vice  President  shall  act  as  President  as  in  the  case 
of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  disability  of  the 
President.  The  term  of  office  of  the  President  chosen 
under  such  special  elections  shall  continue  six  year^rom 
the  4th  day  of  March  preceding  such  election. 

Article  xiv.  No  State  shall  secede  without  the  consent 
of  the  Legislatures  of  all  the  States  of  the  section  to  which 
the  Stale  proposing  to  secede  belongs.  The  President 
shall  have  power  to  adjust  with  seceding  States  all  ques- 
tions arising  by  reason  of  their  sece.ssion  ;  but  the  terms 
of  adjustment  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Congress  for  their 
approval  before  the  same  shall  be  valid. 

Akticie  XV.  Neither  the  Congress  nor  a  Territorial 
Legislature  shall  have  power  to  interfere  with  the  right 


of  the  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  within  either  of  tha 
sections  to  migrate  upon  equal  terms  with  tlie  citizens  of 
the  States  within  either  of  the  other  sections,  to  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  ;  nor  shall  either  have  power 
to  destroy  or  impair  any  rights  of  either  person  or  property 
in  the  Territories.  New  States  annexed  for  admission 
into  tlie  Union,  or  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  other  States,  or  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States 
or  parts  of  States,  and  States  formed  with  the  consent  of 
the  Congress  out  of  any  territory  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  entitled  to  admission  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  under  any  constitution  establishing  a 
Government  republican  in  form,  which  the  people  thereol 
may  ordain,  whenever  such  States  shall  contain,  withiu 
an  area  of  not  less  than  thirty  thousand  square  miles,  a 
population  equal  to  the  then  existing  ratio  of  representation 
for  one  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  Thirt-- 
three. 

January  14th,  1861.  Mr.  Corwin  reported 
a  series  of  propositions,  with  a  written  state- 
ment in  advocacy  thereof,  which  closes  with 
the  remark  that  "  the  Committee  were  not 
uuanimovis  on  all  the  resolutions  and  bills 
presented,  but  a  majority  of  a  quorum  was 
obtained  on  them  all." 

Mr.  Charles  Francis  Adams  of  Massa- 
chusetts, made  a  separate  report,  which 
closes  thus:  "The  general  conclusion  to 
which  the  subscriber  has  arrived  from  a 
close  observation  of  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee, is  this  :  That  no  form  of  adjustment 
will  be  satisfactory  to  the  recusant  States 
which  does  not  incorporate  into  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  a  recognition  of 
this  obligation  to  protect  and  extend  slavery. 
On  this  condition,  and  on  this  alone,  will 
they  consent  to  withdraw  their  opposition  to 
the  recognition  of  the  constitutional  election 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Viewing  the  mat- 
ter in  this  light,  it  seems  unadvisable  to 
attempt  to  proceed  a  step  further  in  the 
way  of  offering  unacceptable  propositions. 
He  can  never  give  his  consent  to  the  terms 
demanded. 

"For  this  reason  it  is  that,  after  hav- 
ing become  convinced  of  this  truth,  he 
changed  his  course  and  declined  to  recom- 
mend the  very  measures  which  he  in  good 
faith  had  offered.  It  certainly  can  be  of  no 
use  to  propose  as  an  adjustment  that  which 
has  no  prospect  of  being  received  as  such 
by  the  other  party.  Hence  he  feels  it  his 
duty  now  to  record  his  dissent  from  the 
action  of  a  majority  of  his  colleagues  in 
introducing  any  measures  whatever  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House." 

Mr.  C.  C.  Washburn  of  Wisconsin,  and 
Mr.  Mason  W.  Tappan  of  New  Hampshire, 
also  submitted  a  minority  report,  concluding 
with  this  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  are  ample  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  and  the  protection  of  all  the 
material  interests  of  our  coimtry ;  that  it 
needs  to  be  obeyed  rather  than  amended ; 
and  that  our  extrication  from  our  present 
difficulties  is  to  be  looked  for  in  efforts  to 
preserve  and  protect  the  public  property 
and  enforce  the  laws,  rather  than  in  new 
guarantees  for  particular  interests,  or  com- 
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promises  or  concessions  to  unreasonable  de- 
mands. 

Messrs.  Taylor  of  Louisiana,  Phelps  of 
Missouri,  Eust  of  Arkansas,  Whiteley  of 
Delaware,  and  Winslow  of  North  Carolina, 
also  submitted  a  minority  report,  arguing- 
that  the  present  difficulties  can  only  be 
remedied  by  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
and  suggesting  the  Crittenden  proposition. 
If  that  cannot  be  adopted,  they  recommend 
a  Convention  of  the  States,  with  a  view,  if 
no  adjustment  can  be  effected,  to  peaceable 
separation,  by  providing  for  a  partition  of 
the  common  property  of  the  United  States, 
settling  the  terms  on  which  the  social  and 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  sepa- 
rated States  shall  be  conducted,  and  making 
\a  permanent  arrangement  with  respect  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Messrs.  Burch  of  California  and  Stout  of 
Oregon  submitted  a  separate  report,  sus- 
taining the  propositions  submitted  by  Mr. 
CoRwiN,  but  urging,  in  addition,  the  assem- 
bling of  a  National  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion to  consider  the  whole  subject  matter  of 
the  difficulties. 

Mr.  Nelson  of  Tennessee  made  a  report, 
arguing  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of 
the  line  of  3G°  30',  north  of  which  slavery 
shall  be  prohibited,  and  south  of  which  it 
shall  be  protected  imtil  any  territory  shall 
contain  the  population  requisite  for  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  when,  if  its  form  of  gov- 
ernment be  republican,  it  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  with  or  withovit  slavery,  as 
the  Constitution  of  such  new  State  may 
provide.  He  dissented  from  the  proposition 
to  admit  New  Mexico,  opposed  the  proposed 
rhange  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  and  rec- 
ommended the  Crittenden  proposition. 

Messrs.  Love  of  Georgia,  and  Hamilton 
of  Texas,  dissented  from  the  majority  re- 
port, and  recommended  the  Crittenden  pro- 
position. 

Mr.  Ferry  was  unable  to  concur  in  the 
report  made  by  Mr.  Corwin,  and  made  a 
statement  of  his  position. 


YOTE  ON  THE   FIRST    PROPOSITION    OF  THE    COM- 
MITTEE OF  Thirty-three,  Feb.  27th,  1861. 

DECLARATORY    RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  all 
attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Legislatures 
of  any  of  the  States  to  obstruct  or  hinder 
the  recovery  and  surrender  of  fugitives  from 
service  or  labor,  are  in  derogation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  incon- 
sistent with  the  comity  and  good  neighbor- 
hood that  should  prevail  among  the  several 
States,  and  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the 
Union, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  be  re- 
spectfully requested  to  cause  their  statutes 
to  be  revised,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  if 
any  of  them  are  in  conflict  with  or  tend  to 
embarrass   or  hinder  the  execution  of  the 


laws  of  the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for 
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the  delivery  up  of  persons  held  to  labor  by 
the  laws  of  any  State  and  escaping  there- 
from ;  and  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives earnestly  request  that  all  vn- 
actmcnts  having  such  tendency  be  forthwith 
repealed,  as  required  by  a  just  sense  of  con- 
stitutional obligations,  and  by  a  due  regard 
for  the  peace  of  the  Republic ;  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  requested 
to  communicate  these  resolutions  to  the 
Governors  of  the  several  States,  with  a 
rec[uest  that  they  will  lay  the  same  before 
the  Legislatures  thereof  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  slavery  as 
now  existing  in  fifteen  of  the  United  States 
by  the  usages  and  laws  of  those  States  ;  and 
we  recognize  no  authority,  legally  or  other- 
wise, outside  of  a  State  where  it  so  exists, 
to  interfere  with  slaves  or  slavery  in  such 
States,  in  disregard  of  the  rights  of  their 
owners  or  the  peace  of  society. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  justice 
and  propriety  of  a  faithful  execution  of  the 
Constitution,  and  laws  made  in  pursuance 
thereof  on  the  subject  of  fugitive  slaves,  or 
fugitives  from  service  or  labor,  and  dis- 
countenance all  mobs  or  hindrances  to  the 
execution  of  such  laws,  and  that  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  sev- 
eral States. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  no  such 
conflicting  elements  in  its  composition,  or 
sufficient  cause  from  any  source,  fir  a  dis- 
solution of  this  Government;  that  we  were 
not  sent  here  to  destroy,  but  to  sustain  and 
harmonize  the  institutions  of  the  country, 
and  to  see  that  equal  justice  is  done  to  all 
parts  of  the  same;  and  finally,  to  perpetuate 
its  existence  on  terms  of  equality  and  justice 
to  all  the  States. 

Resolved,  That  a  faithful  observance,  on 
the  part  of  all  the  States,  of  all  their  consti- 
tutional obligations  to  each  other  and  to  the 
Federal  Government,  is  essential  to  the 
peace  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  enforce  the  Federal  laws, 
])rotect  the  Federal  property,  and  preserve 
the  Union  of  these  States. 

Resolved,  That  each  State  be  requested  to 
revise  its  statutes,  and,  if  necessary,  so  to 
amend  the  same  as  to  secure,  without  legis- 
lation by  Congress,  to  citizens  of  other  States 
travelling  therein,  the  same  protection  as 
citizens  of  such  State  enjoy;  and  also  to  pro- 
tect the  citizens  of  other  States  travelling  or 
sojourning  therein  against  popular  violence 
or  illegal  summary  punishment,  without 
trial  in  due  form  of  law,  for  imputed 
crimes. 

Resolved,  That  each  State  be  also  respect- 
fully requested  to  enact  such  laws  as  will 
prevent  and  punish  anv  attempt  whatever 
in  such  State  to  recognize  or  set  on  foot  the 
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lawless  invasion  of  any  other  State  or  Terri- 
tory.    . 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested 
to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resohi- 
tions  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States, 
with  a  reqviest  that  they  be  communicated 
to  their  respective  Legislatures. 

Yea;:— Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  kdnvas,  Adrain, 
AUiricli,  ^Villiam  C.  Auilerdim,  Babbitt,  Barrett,  Beale,  Bote- 
ler,  Branson,  Urayton,  Briggs,  Brietovv,  Brown,  Burch,  Burn- 
ham,  Buttertield.  Campbell,  Carter,  John  B.  Clitrh,  Culmrn, 
Clark  B.  C<ichrane,  Joltn  Oichrane,  Colfax,  Cbnkling,  Cor- 
win, Cijvixle,  Cor,  James  Graig,  H.  Winter  Davis,  JoAm  G. 
Davis,  Delano,  pinimirk,  Dunn,  iidwards,  Ely ,JEn,!jlish,  Ethe- 
^ridge,  Farnsworth,  Ferry,  Florence,  Foster,  Fouke,  French, 
Uilnier,  Graluiiii,  Grow,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hall,  Hamilton,  J. 
Morrison  Harris,  Jb/i«  T.  Harris,  Haskin,  Hatton,  Helmick, 
Hoard,  Holman,  William  Howard,  William  A.  Howard, 
Humjihre.v,  Irvine,  Juukin,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William 
Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Killinger,  iMrrabee,  .James  M. 
Leacb,  Lee,  Logan,  Longnecker,  Loomis,  Maclay,  Mallory, 
JIaiston,  Charles  D.Martin,  JIaynard,  i/cO/«-nanfi!,McKean, 
M:Kcnty,  McKnigbt,  McPherson,  Millson,  Montgomery, 
L-iban  T.  Moore,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Fdward  Joy  Morris, 
l.^aac  N.  Morris,  Morse,  Nelson,  Niblack,  Nixoii,  Noell,  Olin, 
Palmer,  Perry,  Pettit,  Peyton,,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pottle, 
Quarles,  John  II.  Reynolds,  Rice,  Riggs,  Christopher  Robin- 
son, Jamis  O.  Rohinson,  Royce,  Scrauton,  Sherman,  Sickles, 
Simms,  William  N.  H.  Smith,  Spaulding,  Stanton,  Stevenson, 
William  Stewai-t,  Stokes,  Stout,  Stratton,  Thayer,  Tompkins, 
Train,  Trimble,  Vallandigham,  Vance,  Verree,  Waldron, 
Walton,  Webster,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood,  Woodruff— 137. 

Nays — Messi-s.Alley,Ashley,yli)e9'^,Bingham,  Blair,  Blake, 
Socock,  Branch,  Buffinton,  Burlingame,  Burnett,  Carey.Case, 
Conway,  Burton  Oraige,  Dawes,  De  Jarnelte,  Duell,  Edmund- 
ion,  Eliot,  Fen  ton,  Garnett,  Gooch,  Hickman,  Hindman, 
Hughes,  Hutchins,  Jenkins,  De  Witt  C.  Leach,  Lenke,  Love- 
joy,  Elbert  S.  Martin,  Potter,  Pryor,  Edwin  R.  Reynolils, 
Raffin,  Rust,  Sedgwick,  William  Smith,  Somes,  Sjiiimer, 
Stevens,  James  A.  Stewart,  Tappan,  Thomas,  Vandever,  Van 
Wyck,  Wade,  Cadwalader  0.  Washburn,  Wells,  Whiteley, 
Winslow,  Woodson — 53. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

VOTE    ON    SECOND     PROPOSITION. 
CONSTITUTIONAL    AMENDMENT. 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Re'presentatives  of  the  United  States  of  Arhe- 
rica  in  Congress  assembled,  tivo-thirds  of 
both  Houses  concurring.  That  the  following 
article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  as  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which,  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  of  said  Legislatures, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
a  part  of  the  said  Constitution,  namely : 

Art.  XII.  No  amendment  of  this  Con- 
stitution having  for  its  object  any  interference 
within  the  States  with  the  relation  between 
their  citizens  and  those  described  in  section 
second  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution 
as  "  all  other  persons,"  shall  originate  with 
any  State  that  does  not  recognize  that  rela- 
tion within  its  own  limits,  or  shall  be  valid 
without  the  assent  of  every  one  of  the  States 
composing  the  Union. 

Befcn-e  the  vote  was  taken  Mr.  Corwin 
oS'ered  the  following  substitute  for  the  above 
article  : 

Art.  XII.  No  amendment  shall  be  made 
to  the  Constitution  which  will  authorize  or 
give  to  Congress  the  power  to  abolish  or  in- 
terfere, within  any  State,  with  the  domestic 
institutions  thereof,  including  that  of  per- 
sons held  to  labor  or  service  by  the  laws  of 
said  State. 

Which  was  agreed  to,  yeas  120,  nays  61, 
as  follows : 


Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Aldrich, 
William  C.  Anderson,  Avery,  Babbitt,  Barr,  Bai-rett,  Bocock, 
!  Boteler,  Brabson,  Briggs,  Biistow,  Brown,  Burch,  Burnett, 
Butterfield,  Campbell,  Horace  F.    Clark,  Jbhn  B.    Clark, 
Coburn,  Clark  B.  Cochrane,  John  Cochrane,  Colfax,  Corwin, 
Cox,  James  Craig,  H.  Winter  Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawes, 
De  Jarnette,  Delano,  Dimmick,  Dunn,  Edmuridson,  English, 
Etheridge,  Florence,  Fouke,  Gilmer,  Hale,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
;  J.  Morrison    Harris,  John  T.    Harris,    Hatton,    Uelmiclt, 
I  Hoard,  Holman,    William    Howard,  William    A.  Howard, 
'  Hughes,  Humphrey,  Jenkins,  Junkin,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
]  William  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Killinger,  Kunkel,  Lar- 
I  rabee,  James  M.  Leach,  Leake,  Logan,  Mallory,  Marston, 
C/iarlcs  D.  Martin,  Elbert  S.  Martin,  Maynard,  McClernand, 
McKenty,    McKnight,    McPhersou,    MilU(m,     Montgomery, 
Laban  T.  Moore,  Moorhead,  Slorrill,  Edward  Joy  Morris, 
Isaac  N.   Morris,    Nelson,    Niblack,    Nixon,   NoeV,    Olin, 
Palmer,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pryor,  Quarles,  John  H. 
Reynolds,  Rice,  Riggs,  Christopher  Robinson,  Jaines  C.  Rob- 
inson, Ruffin,  Rust,  Scranton,  Sickles,  Simms,  William  N.  H. 
Smith,  Spaulding,  Stanton,  Stevenson,  James    A.   Stewart, 
Stokes,  Stout,  Stratton,  Thayer,    Thomas,  Trimble,  Vance, 
Verree,  Walton,  Webster,  Windom,  Woodson,  Wright — 120. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alley,  Ashley,  Beale,  Bingham,  Blair, 
Blake,  Brayton,  Buffinton,  Burlingame,  Burnham,  Carey, 
Carter,  Case,  Conkling,  Conway,  Duell,  Edgerton,  Edwards, 
Eliot,  J!ly,  Fenton,  Ferry,  Foster,  Frank,  Gooch,  Graham, 
Grow,  Hickman,  Hindman,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  De  Witt  C. 
Leach,  Lee,  Longnecker,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  McKean,  Perry, 
Pettit,  Potter,  Pottle,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  Royce,  Sedgwick, 
Somes,  Spinner,  Stevens,  William  Stewart,  Tappan,  Tomp- 
kins, Train,  Vandever,  Van  Wyck,  Wade,  Waldron,  Cadwal- 
ader C.  Washburn,  jlllihu  B.  Washburne,  Wells,  Wilson, 
Winslow,  Woodruff — 61. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  nega- 
tived, yeas  120,  nays  71,  two-thirds  not  vot- 
ing in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Ad- 
rain,  WiWiam  C.  AudevBon,  Avery,  Babbitt,  Barr,  Barrett, 
Bocock,  Boteler,  Bouligny,  Brabson,  Branch,  Briggs,  Bris- 
tow.  Brown,  Burch,  Burnett,  Campbell,  Horace  F.  Clark, 
John  B.  Clark,  Clark  B.  Cochrane,  John  Cochrane,  Colfax, 
Corwin,  Cox,  James  Craig,  Burton  Craige,  H.  Winter  Davis, 
John  G.  Davis,  De  Jarnette,  Delano,  Dimmick,  Dunn,  Ed- 
mundson,  English.  Etheridge,  Florence,  Fouke,  Garnett, 
Gilmer,  Hale,  Hall,  Hamilton,  3.  Morrison  Harris,  John  T. 
Harris,  Hatton,  Helmick,  Hoard,  Holman,  Wm.  Howard, 
William  A.  Howard,  Hughes,  Humphrey,  Jenkins,  Junkin, 
William  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Killinger,  Kunkel,  Larrabee, 
James  M.  Leach,  Leake,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mallory,  Charles 
D.  Martin,  Elbert  S.  Martin,  Maynard,  McClernand,  Mc- 
Kenty, Mclvnight,  McPherson,  Millson,  Montgomery,  Laban 
T.  Moore,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Edward  Joy  Morris,  Isaac 
JV.  Morris,  Nelson,  Niblack,  Nixon,  Noell,  Olin,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Pryor,  Quarles,  John  H.  Reynolds,  Rice, 
Riggs,  Christopher  Robinson,  James  C.  Robinson.,  Ruffm, 
Rust,  Scranton,  Sickles,  Simms,  William  N.  H.  Smith, 
Spaulding,  Stanton,  Stevenson,  James  A.  Stewart,  Stokes, 
Stout,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Vallandigham,  Vance, 
\'erree,  Webster,  Whiteley,  Windom,  Winslow,  Wood, 
W'Odson.  Wright— V20. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Ashley,  Beale,  Bingham, 
Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  Buffinton,  Burlingame,  Burnham, 
Butterfield,  Carey,  Carter,  Case,  Coburn,  Conkling.  Conway, 
Covode,  Dawes,  Duell,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Kliot,  Ely, 
Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Ferry,  Foster,  Frank,  Gooch,  Graham, 
Grow,  Gurley,  Hickman,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  Kilgore,  De  Witt  C.  Leach,  Lee,  Longnecker, 
Loomis,  Lovejoy.  Marston,  McKean,  Morse,  Perry,  Pettit,  ■ 
Potter,  Pottle,  iidwin  R.  Reynolds,  Royce,  Sedgwick,  Somes, 
Spinner,  Stevens,  William  Stewart,  Tappan,  Tompkins, 
Train,  Vandever,  Van  Wyck,  Wade,  Waldron,  Walton, 
Cadwalader  C.  Washburn,  EUihu  B.  Washburne,  Wells, 
Wilson,  W^oodruff— 71. 

Mr.  Kilgore  entered  a  motion  to  re-con- 
sider. 

February  28th.  This  motion  was  carried, 
yeas  125,  nays  G8,  and  the  joint  resolution 
then  passed,  yeas  133,  nays  65,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Ad- 
rain,  Aldrich,  William  C.  Anderson,  Avery,  Babbitt,  Barr, 
Barrett,  Bocock,  Boteler,  Bouligny,  Brabson,  Branch, 
Briggs,  Bristow,  Browti,  Burch,  Burnett,  Butterfield,  Camp- 
bell, Horace  F.  Clark,  John  B.  Clark,  Clemens,  Clark  h. 
Cochrane,  John  Cochrane,  Colfax,  Corwin,  Cox,  J<ime,s 
Craig,  Burton  Craige,  H.  Winter  Davis,  John  G.  Doris, 
De  Jarnette,  Delano,  Dimmick,  Dunn,  FAmuyxd son ,  English, 
Etheridge,  hVorence,  Pudre.  Vrouch,  Garnelt,  Gilmer,  llalo. 
Hall,  Hamilton,  J.  Morrison  Han-is,  .Tohn  T.  Harris,  Has- 
kin, Hatton.  Helmick,  Il.iard,  Holman,  William.  Howard, 
William  A.  Howard,  Huglies,  Ilumphrcy,  Jenkins,  Juukin, 
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Williim  Kellogg,  Kcnyon.  Kilgore,  Killinger,  KunM, 
Xan-ai/ee,  James  M.  Leach,  Leake,  Lnqan,  Maclay,  Mallory, 
diaries  D.  Martin,  Elbert  S.  Martin,  Maynai-d,  McClernand, 
McKenty,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Mi'lhon,  Mrmtgnmery, 
Laban  T.  Moore,  Moorh^ad,  Morrill,  Edward  Joy  Morris, 
Isaac  iV.  Morris,  Morse,  Nelson,  Nihhick,  Nixon,  Noell,  Olin, 
Palmer.  Pendletrm,  Peytnn,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pryor,  Qnarles, 
John  H.  Reynolds,  Rice,  Riggs,  Christopher  Robinson, 
James  C.  Kohinson,  Riifw,  Bust,  Srntt,  Scranton,  Sherman, 
Sicl-les.  Simms,  William  N.  11.  Smith,  Spauldiiig,  Stanton, 
Sterevsrm,  James  A.  SInvart,  Stokes,  Stnvt,  Stnitton,  Thayer, 
Theaker,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Vallandir/ham,  Vance,  Terree, 
■Webster,  Whiteley,  Windom,  Wiiislmv,  'Wood,  Woodson, 
Wri(/ht—\33. 

N.\TS — Messrs.  Alley,  Ashley,  Beale,  Bingham,  Blair, 
Blake,  Brayton,  Buffinton,  Burlingame,  Burnham,  Carev, 
Carter,  Case,  Coburn,  Conkling,  Conway,  Dawes,  Duell, 
Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Farnswort'h,  Fenton,  Ferry, 
Foster,  Frank.  Gooch,  Grow,  Gurley,  Hickman,  Hindman, 
Hutchins,  Irvine,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  DeWitt  C.  Leach, 
Lee.  Longnecker,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Marston,  McKean, 
Pettit,  Potter,  Pottle,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  Royce,  Sedgwick, 
Somes.  Spinner,  Stevens,  William  Stewart,  Tappan,  Tomp- 
kins, Train,  Tanrlever,  Van  Wyck,  Wade,  VFaldron,  Walton, 
Cadwalader  C.  Washburn,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Wells, 
Wilson,  Woodruff — 65. 

March  2d.  The  joint  resohition  passed  the 
Senate,  yeas  24,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bigltr,  Brir/ht,  Critten- 
don,  Dixon,  Douglas,  Foster,  Grimes,  Gwin,  Harlan,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy,  Latham,  Masrm,  Morrill, 
Nicholson,  Polk,  Pugh,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Ten  Eyck,  T/tom- 
son — 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler.  Clark,  Doolittle,  Dnr- 
kee.  Foot,  King,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wil- 
son— 12. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  agreed  to,  by 
both  Houses.* 


vote  on  third  proposition. 

for  the  admission  of  new  mexico  into  the 
Union,  march  1,  1861. 

"Whereas,  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
on  the  9th  of  September,  in  the  year  1850,  it 
was  provided  that  the  people  of  New  Mexico, 
when  admitted  as  a  State,  shall  be  received 
into  the  Union  with  or  without  slavery,  as 
their  constitution  may  provide  at  the  time 
of  their  admission ;  and  whereas  the  popula- 
tion of  said  Territory  is  now  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  State  government :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Eepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  in- 
cluding therein  the  region  called  Arizona, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  form 
for  themselves  a  constitution  of  State  gov- 
ernment by  the  name  of  the  State  of  New 
Mexico;  and  the  said  State,  when  formed, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all 
respects  M^hatever.  And  said  constitution 
shall  be  formed  by  a  convention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Mexico,  which  shall  consist  of 
twice  the  number  of  members  now  by  law 
constituting  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Territory ;  each  representative  district 
shall  elect  two  members  to  said  convention 
for  every  member  now  by  law  elected  in  such 
district  to  the  Tei-ritorial  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;  and  in  such  election  only  those 
persons  shall  vote  for  such  delegates  as  are, 
by  the  laws  of  said  Territory  now  in  force, 

•  The  Legislatures  of  Ohio  and  Maryland  agreed  to  the 
KBendmeut  promptly. 


entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  Terri- 
torial House  of  Representatives.  The  elec- 
tion for  the  convention  shall  be  held  on  the 
,5th  day  of  August,  1861,  by  the  same  officers 
who  would  hold  an  election  for  members  of 
the  said  House  of  Representatives ;  and  those 
officers  shall  conform  to  the  law  now  in  force 
in  said  Territory  for  election  for  members  of 
said  House  of  Representatives  in  all  respects, 
in  holding  the  election,  receiving  and  reject- 
ing votes,  and  making  the  returns*  of  the 
election  for  the  convention.  The'  conven- 
tion shall  assemble  at  the  city  of  Santa  Fe, 
on  the  2d  day  of  September,  1861,  and  con- 
tinue its  sessions  at  that  place  until  its  de- 
liberations shall  be  closed.  The  constitution 
agreed  on  by  the  convention  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  of  the  Territory  for 
their  approval  or'  rejection  as  a  whole ;  at 
such  election  on  the  constitution,  all  those 
and  others  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  who 
are  now  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  said  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  such  election  shall  be  held 
by  the  same  officers  who  conduct,  by  the 
present  laws,  the  election  for  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Terri- 
tory, at  the  same  places  for  voting,  and  in 
the  same  manner  in  all  respects ;  and  such 
election  shall  be  held  on  the  4th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1861,  and  the  returns  thereof  made 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  who  shall 
forthwith  sum  up  and  declare  the  result,  and 
shall  send  a  certificate  thereof,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  constitution,  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  said  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  held  until  the  apportionment 
under  the  next  census. 

Mr.  Hickman  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  ;  which  was  agreed  to,  yeas  115,  nays 
71,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Slessrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Ashley,  Avery.  Babbitt, 
Beale,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake.  Bocock,  Boteler,  Bouligny, 
Brabson,  Branch,  Brayton,  Buffinton,  Burlingame,  Bvr- 
netl,  Burnham,  Carey,  Carter,  Case, Coburn,  Colfax,  Conway, 
Covode,  Burtmi  Craige,  John  6.  /)aiiis,  Dawes,  DeJurnitte, 
D\iell,  Edgerton,  Rlmiindso7i,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Farns- 
worth,  Fenton,  Ferry,  Florence,  Foster,  Frank,  Gnrndt, 
Oooch,  Graham,  Grow,  Hale,  Ilaskin,  Hatton,  Hickman, 
Hindman.  Hoard,  William  A.  Howard,  Humphrey,  Hutch- 
ins, Irvine,  Jeiikins,  Francis  W.  Kellogg.  I)e  Witt  C. 
Leach,  Jas.  M.  Leach,  Leake,  Lee,  Longnecker,  LooDiis, 
Lovejoy,  Maclay,  Marston,  Elbert  S.  Martin.  Maynard, 
-AIcKean,  Morrill,  Morse,  Nelson,  Aihlack,  Olin,  Palmer, 
Perry,  Phelps,  Potter,  Pottle,  Prynr,  Quarles,  Edwin  R. 
Reynolds.  JohnJI.  Reynolds,  Christopher  Robinson,  Jarms 
C.  Robinson,  Royce,  Sedgwick,  William  N.  H.  Smith, 
Somes.  Spinner,  Stevens.  William  Stewart,  Tappan,  Thomas, 
Tompkins,  Train.  TrimMo.  Vulloytdighnm.  Vance. Vandever,  ' 
Van  Wvrk,  ^\■ad.•,  Waldr.m.  Walt..n.  Cadwalader  C.  Wath- 
burn,Elliliu  B.  ^\■aslllmrne,  Wells,  ^yllitl'U•y,  Wilson,  Win- 
dom. Wivslow.  Woodruff,  ^yoodson.  Wright — 115. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chas.  F.  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Adrain, 
William  C.  Anderson,  Barr,  Briggs,  Bristow,  Brown,  Burch, 
Butterfleld,  Campbell,  Horace  P.  Clark,  John  B.  (lark, 
Clemens,  Clark  B.  Cochrane,  John  Cochrane,  Conkling, 
Corwin,  Cox,  James  Craig,  U.  Winter  Davis,  Delano,  />ii;»- 
mick.  Dunn,  English,  Etheridge,  Fouke,  Gilmer,  J.  Morrison 
Harris,  John  T.  Harris,  Hcilman,  William  Howard,  Hughes, 
Junkin,  William  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Killiiiger,  A'uJi- 
kel.  Larrahee.  Logan.  Mallory,  Chas.  D.  Martin.  McCkmand, 
McKenty.  McKnight,  Mcl'liorson,  Millson.  Laban  T.  Moore, 
Moorhead,  Edward  Jny  JI.>rri.>!,  Isaac  N.  Morris,  Nixon, 
Noell,  I'rndUton.  Pettit.  Peyton. VorXer.V.KfS,  Riggs.  Sickltx, 
Simms,  Spauldiiig.  Stanton,  Stevenson,  James  A.  Slsivart^ 
Stokes,  Stratton,  Thayer,  Webster,  Wood— 71. 
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FOURTH  PROPOSITION. 
AMENDMENT  0*  FUGITIVE  SLWE  LAW,  MARCH  1. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of 
EepreseJitatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica in  Congress  assembled,  That  every  per- 
son arrested  under  the  laws  of  Congress  for 
the  delivery  up  of  fugitives  from  labor  shall 
be  produced  before  a  court,  judge,  or  com- 
missioner, mentioned  in  the  law  approved 
the  18th  of  September,  1850,  for  the  State 
or  Territory  wherein  the  arrest  may  be  made ; 
and  upon  such  production  of  the  person,  to- 
gether with  the  proofs  mentioned  in  the 
sixth  or  the  tenth  section  of  the  said  act, 
such  court,  judge,  or  commissioner,  shall  pro- 
ceed to  hear  and  consider  the  same  publicly ; 
and  if  such  court,  judge,  or  commissioner,  is 
of  opinion  that  the  person  arrested  owes 
labor  or  service  to  the  claimant  according  to 
the  laws  of  any  other  State,  Territory,  or 
District  of  Columbia,  and  escaped  therefrom, 
the  court,  judge,  or  commissioner  shall 
make  out  and  deliver  to  tlie  claimant,  or  his 
agent,  a  certificate  stating  those  facts  ;  and 
if  the  said  fugitive  shall,  upon  the  decision  of 
the  court,  judge,  or  commissioner  being  made 
known  to  him,  aver  that  he  is  free,  and  does 
not  owe  service  or  labor  according  to  the  law 
of  the  State  or  Territory  to  which  he  is  to  be  re- 
turned, such  averment  shall  be  entered  upon 
the  certificate,  and  the  fugitive  shall  be  deliv- 
ered by  the  court,  judge,  or  commissioner  to 
the  marshal,  to  be  by  him  taken  and  delivered 
to  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the 
State  or  district  from  which  the  fugitive  is 
ascertained  to  have  fled,  who  shall  produce 
said  fugitive  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
last  mentioned  State  or  district,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be,  if  said  alleged  fugitive  shall  per- 
sist in  his  averment,  forthwith,  or  at  the 
next  term  of  the  Circuit  Court,  to  cause  a 
jury  to  be  impanelled  and  sworn  to  try  the 
issue  whether  such  fugitive  owes  labor  or 
service  to  the  person  by  or  on  behalf  of 
whom  he  is  claimed,  and  a  true  verdict  to 
give  according  to  the  evidence,  on  which 
trial  the  fugitive  shall  be  entitled  to  the  aid 
of  counsel  and  to  process  for  procuring  evi- 
dence at  the  cost  of  the  United  States ;  and 
upon  such  finding  the  judge  shall  render 
judgment,  and  cause  said  fugitive  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  claimant,  or  returned  to  the 
place  where  he  was  arrested,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  finding 
of  the  jury;  and  if  the  judge  or  court  be  not 
satisfied  with  the  verdict,  he  may  cause 
another  jury  to  be  impanelled  forthwith, 
whose  verdict  shall  be  final.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  marshal  so  delivering 
said  alleged  fugitive,  to  take  from  the  mar- 
shal of  the  State  from  which  said  fugitive  is 
alleged  to  have  escaped,  a  certificate  acknowl- 
edging that  said  alleged  fugitive  had  been 
delivered  to  him,  giving  a  minute  descrip- 
tion of  said  alleged  fugitive,  which  certificate 
shall  be  authenticated  by  the  United  States 
district  judge,  or  a  commissioner  of  a  United 


States  Court  for  said  State  from  which  said 
fugitive  was  alleged  to  have  escaped,  which 
certificate  shall  be  filed  in  the  ofiice  of  the 
United  States  District  Court  for  the  State 
or  district  in  which  said  alleged  fugitive  was 
seized,  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of 
the  arrest  of  said  fugitive ;  and  should  said 
marshal  fail  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  of  ,$1,000  and  imprisoned  for  six  months, 
and  until  his  said  fine  is  paid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
citizen  of  any  State  shall  be  compelled  to  aid 
the  marshal  or  owner  of  any  fugitive  in  the 
capture  or  detention  of  such  fugitive,  unless 
when  force  is  employed  or  reasonably  appre- 
hended to  prevent  such  capture  or  deten- 
tion, too  powerful  to  be  resisted  by  the  mar- 
shal or  owner  ;  and  the  fees  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  under  the  act  of  18th  of 
September,  1850,  shall  be  ten  dollars  for 
every  case  heard  and  determined  by  such 
commissioner. 

Which  was  passed,  yeas  92,  nays  83,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Adrain,  Aldrich,  William 
C.  Anderson,  Babbitt,  Barr,  Blair,  Brayton,  Briggs,  BrLstow, 
Burch,  Burlingame,  Burnbam,  Butterfield,  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, Case,  Clemens,  Coburn,  John  Cochrane,  Colfax,  Conk- 
liug,  Corwiu,  Covode,  H.  Winter  Davis,  John  G.  Davis, 
Delano,  Dimmick,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Ely,  Ferry,  Foulce, 
i'rencb,  Giirley,  Hale,  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Hatton, 
Ilelmick,  Hoard,  yViiliam  JEIotvard,  William  A.  Howard, 
Ilumpbrey,  .Tunkin,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg, 
Kenj'on,  Kilgore,  Killinger,  Lee,  Longnecker,  Loomis, 
Marston,  Clias.  D.  Martin,  McChrnand,  McKean,  McKenty, 
McKnight,  McPberson,  Millward,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Edw. 
Joy  Morris,  Isaac  N.  Morris,  Nixon,  Clin,  Palmer,  Perry, 
Pet^it,  Porter,  Pottle,  John  H.  Reynolds,  Rice,  Hi^/r/s, 
Christopher  Robinson,  James  C.  Rohinscni,  Scrauton,  Sickles, 
SpauUiing,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stratton,  Thayer,  Theaker, 
Tompkins,  Train,  Trimble,  Walton,  Windom,  AVood,  'Wood- 
ruff—92. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ashley,  Avery,  Barrett,  Beale,  Bingham, 
Blake,  Bocock,  Boteler,  Bouligny,  Brabson,  Branch,  Brown, 
Biiffinton,  Burnett,  Carey,  Horace  P.  Clark,  John  B.  Clark, 
Conway,  Burton  Craige,  Dawes,  Dnell,  Edgerton,  Edmund- 
son,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Florence,  Foster,  Frank, 
Garnett,  Gilmer,  Gooch,  Grow,  John  T.  Harris,  Hickman, 
Hindman,  Hufjhes,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  Jenkins,  Kunkel,  De 
Witt  C.  Leach,  James  M.  Leach,  Leake,  Lovejoy,  Mn'-lai/, 
Mallory,  Elbert  S.  Martin,  Maynard,  Millson,  Laban  T. 
Moore,  Nelson,  Niblack,  Noell,  Pendleton,  Peyton,  Phelps, 
Potter,  Quarles,  Reagan,  Royce,  Muffin,  Sedgwick,  Simms, 
Somes,  Stevens,  Stevenson,  Stokes,  Tappan,  Thomas,  Vallan- 
difjham,  Vance.  Van  Wyck,  Wade,  WalJron,  Cadwalader  0. 
Washburn,  Ellihu<B.  Washburne,  Wells,  Wliiteley,  Wilson, 
Winslow,  Woodson,  Wright — 83. 

FIFTH  PROPOSITION. 

AMENDMENT    OF  THE  ACT    FOR    THE    RENDITION 

OF  FUGITIVES  FROM  JUSTICE,  MARCH  1. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  'J'hat  every 
person  charged,  by  indictment  or  other  satis- 
factory evidence,  in  any  State,  with  treason 
felony,  or  other  crime,  committed  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  such  State,  who  shall  fiec  or 
shall  have  fled  from  justice  and  be  found  in 
another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the 
executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which 
he  fled  upon  the  district-judge  of  the  United 
States  of  the  district  in  which  he  may  be 
found,  be  arrested  and  brought  before  such 
judge,  who,  on  being  satisfied  that  he  is  the 
person  charged,  and  that  he  was  within  the 
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jurisdiction  of  snch  State  at  the  time  such 
crime  was  committed,  of  which  such  charge 
shall  be  prima  fade  evidence,  shall  deliver 
bim  up  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having 
jurisdiction  of  the  crime ;  and  if  any  ques- 
tion of  law  shall  arise  during  such  exami- 
nation, it  may  be  taken  on  exceptions  by 
writ  of  error  to  the  Circuit  Court. 

Which  was  rejected,  yeas  48,  nays  125,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Adrain,  William  C.  Ander- 
son, Ban;  Barrett,  Bouligny,  Brabson,  Briggs,  Bristow, 
Burch,  John  B.  Clark,  Clemena,  John  Cochrane.  Corwin,  Cox, 
H.  Winter  Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Etheridge,  Fouke,  Gilmer, 
Hamilton,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  John  T.  Harris,  Hatton, 
Holman,  Williatn  Howard,  Huffhes,  Larrabee,  James  51. 
Leach,  Logan,  Mallory,  Charles  D.  Martin,  Maynard,  Mc- 
Glei-nand,  McKenty,  itillson,  Laban  T.  Moore,  Moorbead, 
Nelson,  Nixon,  Phelps,  Riggs,  James  0.  Robinson,  Scranton, 
Sickles,  Stokes,  Webster,  Wood — 18. 

N.4TS — >Iessr8.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Alley,  Ashley,  Avery, 
Babbitt,  Beale,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Bocock,  Boteler, 
Branch,  Brayton,  Brown,  Buffiuton,  Burlingame,  Burnett, 
Burnham,  Butterfield,  Campbell,  Carey,  Carter,  Case,  Hor- 
ace F.  Clark,  Coburn,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Conway,  Covode, 
Burton  Craige,  Dawes,  De  Jarnette,  Delano,  Duell,  Dunn, 
Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Ferry, 
Florence,  Foster,  Frank,  French.  Garnett,  Gooch,  Graham, 
Grow,  Hale,  Hall,  Helmick,  Hickman,  Hindman,  Hoard, 
William  A.  lioward,  Humphrey,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  Jenkins, 
F.  W.  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Kxinkel,  Leake,  Long- 
necker,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Marston,  Elbert  S.  Martin,  Mc- 
Kean,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Jlorrill.  Edward  Joy  Morris, 
Isaac  iV.  Morris,  Morse,  Palmer,  Pendleton,  Peyton,  Porter, 
Potter,  Pottle,  Pryor,  Quarles,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  John 
H.  Reynolds,  Christopher  Robinson,  Royce,  Rvffin,  Sedg- 
wick, Sherman,  Simms,  William  H.  N.  Smith,  Snmes,  Spin- 
ner, Stanton,  Stevens,  Slevensrm,  Janus  A.  Stewart, 'WiUiHVi 
Stewart,  Strattou,  Tappan,  Theaker,  Thomas,  Tompkins, 
Train,  Trimble,  Vallamtigham,  Vance,  Vandever,  Van  Wyck, 
Wade,  Waldron,  Walton,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburn,  Ellihu 
B.  Wash  burne.  Wells,  ir/iite/e!/,  Wilson,  Windom,  Winslovj, 
Woodruff,  Woodson — 125. 

Neither  of  these  propositions  was  consid- 
ered in  the  Senate,  except  the  proposed  Con- 
stitutional amendment,  which  was  passed. 
For  vote,  see  page  60. 

Pending  this  report  in  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives, 

A  CONVENTION. 

February  27th.  Mr.  Burch  moved  to  add 
to  the  declaratory  resolutions,  one  recom- 
mending to  the  several  States  that  they, 
through  their  legislatures,  request  Congress 
to  call  a  Convention  of  all  the  States,  to 
amend  it  "  in  such  manner  with  regard  to 
such  subjects  as  will  more  adequately 
respond  to  the  wants,  and  aflord  more  suffi- 
cient guarantees  to  the  diversified  and  grow- 
ing interests  of  the  Government  and  of  tlie 
people  composing  the  same ;  which  was 
rejected,  yeas  74,  nays  109,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Garnett  B.  Adrain,  W.  C. 
Anderson,  Babbitt,  Barr,  Btteler,  Brabson,  Briggs,  Bris- 
tow, Barch,  Burnham,  Campbell,  Coburn,  Clark  B.  Coch- 
rane, John  Cochrane,  Colfax,  Cox,  Curtis,  Duell,  Etheridge, 
Ferry,  Foiike,  Gilmer.  Hall,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  John  T. 
Harris,  Hatton,  Helmick,  Hoard,  Holman,  ll'm.  Howard, 
Hughes,  Humphrey,  Junkin,  Wm.  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Kil- 
linger,  Larrabee,  J.  M.  Leach,  Logan,  Loomis,  Mallory, 
Chas.  D.  Martin,  Slaynard,  McClernand,  McKenty,  McPher- 
enii,  Milhrm,  Mmtgomery,  Moore,  F.dward  Joy  Morris,  Isaac 
J^'.  Morris, '^i\on,  Noen,V\\\mcv,  Porter,  Quarles,  John  H. 
Reynolds,  Riggs,  J.  C.  Rohinsort,  Scranton,  Sedgwick,  Stan- 
ton, Jam^s  A.  Stewart,  Wm.  Stewart,  Stokes,  Stout,  Strat- 
ton,  Thayer,  Waldron,  Webster,  Wells,  Wood,  Woodruff— 74. 

Nays— Messrs.  Clias.  F.  Adams,  Aldrich, Alley,  T.  L.  Ander- 
son, Ai<h]ey,  Avert/.  Barrett,  Beale,  Biuiiham,  BUiir,  Blake, 
Bocock.  Branch.  Brayton,  Brown,  Buflinton,  Burlingame, 
2?(/r«f//,  Butterfield,  Carey,  Carter,  Case, /o/in  B.Clark,Cor- 
Win,  Covode, /'(s.  Craig,  Burton  Craige,  H.  Winter  Davis,  y. 
e.  Davis,  Dawes,  De  Jarnette,  Delano,  IHmmick,l}min,  Edger- 


ton, Edmundsan,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  English,  Famsworth, 
Fenton,  Florence,  Frank.  French,  Garnell,  Gooch,  Giahani, 
Haskin,  Hickman,  Hindman,  W.  A.  How.ird,  Hutchins, 
Irvine,  Jenkins,  F.  W.  Kellogg,  Kilgore,  Kunkel,  D..  C. 
Leach,  Leake,  Lee,  Longnecker,  Lovejoy,  Marston,  Elbert  S, 
Martin,  McKean,  McKnight,  Moorliead,  Morrill,  Morse, 
Nelson,  Niblack,  Olin,  Perry,  Pettit,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Potter, 
Pottle,  Pi  yor,  E.  R.  Reynolds,  Rice,  C.  Robinson,  Rujfin, 
Sickles,  Simms,  W.  H.  N.  Smith,  Somes,  Spaulding,  Spinner, 
Stevens,  Stevenson,  Tappan,  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Train, 
Trimble,  VaUandigham,  Vance,  AVade,  Walton,  C.  C.  Wash- 
burn, E.  B.  Washburne,  Whiteley,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wins- 
low,  Woodson,  Wright — 109. 

Same  day.  Mr.  Kilgore  moved  to  lay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table ;  which  was 
rejected — yeas  14,  nays  179.     The  yeas  were 

Messrs.  Alley,   Beale,   Buffinton,    Carey,  Eliot.    Farn 
worth,  Grow,  Kilgore,  Potter,  Sedgwick,  Somes,  WaldroD»_, 
Cadwalader  C.  Washburn,  Windom — 14. 

Same  day.  The  House  came  to  a  vote 
on  the  following  substitute  for  it,  offered  by 
Mr.Wsi.  Kellogg,  of  Illinois  : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  that,"  and 
insert : 

The  following  articles  be,  and  are  hereby, 
proposed  and  submitted  as  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
part  of  said  Constitution,  when  ratified  by 
conventions  of  three-fourths  of  the  several 
States. 

Art.  13.  That  in  all  the  territory  now 
held  by  the  United  States  situate  north  of 
latitude  36°  30',  involuntary  servitude,  except 
in  the  punishment  for  crime,  is  prohibited 
while  such  territory  shall  remain  under  a  ter- 
ritorial government ;  that  in  all  the  territory 
now  held  south  of  said  line,  neither  Con- 
gress nor  any  Territorial  Legislature  shall 
hinder  or  prevent  the  emigration  to  said  ter- 
ritory of  persons  held  to  service  from  any 
State  of  this  Union,  when  that  relation 
exists  by  virtue  of  any  law  or  usage  of  such 
State,  while  it  shall  remain  in  a  territorial 
condition  ;  and  when  any  territory  north  or 
south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundaries  as 
Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  the 
population  requisite  for  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, according  to  the  then  Federal  ratio 
of  representation  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  it  may,  if  its  form  of  government  be 
republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
with  or  without  the  relation  of  persons  held 
to  service  or  labor,  as  the  constitution  of 
such  new  State  may  provide. 

Art.  14.  That  nothing  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  or  any  amendment 
thereto,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize 
any  department  of  the  Government  to,  in 
any  manner,  interfere  with  the  relation  of 
persons  held  to  service  in  any  State  where 
that  relation  exists,  nor  in  any  manner  to 
establish  or  sustain  that  relation  in  any 
State  where  it  is  prohibited  by  the  laws  or 
constitution  of  such  State.  And  that  this 
article  shall  not  be  altered  or  amended  with- 
out the  consent  of  every  State  in  the  Union. 

Art.  15.  The  third  paragraph  of  the 
second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  shall  be  taken  and  construed 
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to  authorize  and  empower  Congress  to  pass 
laws  necessary  to  secure  the  return  of  per- 
sons held  to  service  or  labor  under  the  laws 
of  any  State,  who  may  have  escaped  there- 
from, to  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due. 

Art.  16.  The  migration  or  importation 
of  persons  held  to  service  or  mvoluntary 
servitude,  into  any  State,  Territory,  or  place 
within  the  United  States,  from  any  place  or 
country  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  or  Territories  thereof,  is  forever  pro- 
hibited. 

Art.  17.  No  territory  beyond  the  present 
limits  of  the  United  States  and  the  Territo- 
ries thereof  shall  be  annexed  to,  or  acquired 
by  the  United  States,  unless  by  treaty,  which 
treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate. 

This  was  disagreed  to — yeas  33,  nays  158. 

The  Yeas  were — Messrs.  Adraiv,  Barr,  Briggs,  Burcli, 
Horace  F.  Clark,  John  Cochrane,  Cox,  John  G.  Davis,  Eng- 
lish, Etheridge,  Fouke,  Gilmer,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Holman, 
William  Howard,  Junkin,  William  Kellogg,  Larrahee, 
Logan,  Charles  D.  Martin,  McChrnand,  McKenty,  Mont- 
gomery, Isaac  iV.  Morris,  Nelson,  Kihlack,  Riggs,  Jomes  C. 
Rohiiison,  Sickles,  Stokes,  Stout,  Vallandigham,  W'ebater 
—33. 

MR.  CLEMENS'S  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  Sherrard  Clemens  of  Virginia,  then 
ofTered  a  substitute  for  it,  being  Mr.  Critten- 
den's proposition  as  amended  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Powell,  with  these  additions  : 

Art.  7.  Section  1.  The  elective  franchise 
and  the  right  to  hold  ofiBce,  whether  Fed- 
eral, State,  Territorial,  or  Municipal,  shall 
not  be  exercised  by  persons  who  are,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  of  the  African  race. 

Section  2.  The  United  States  shall  have 
power  to  acquire,  from  time  to  time,  districts 
of  country  in  Africa  and  South  America, 
for  the  colonization,  at  the  expense  of  the 
Federal  Treasury,  of  such  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  as  the  several  States  may  wish  to 
have  removed  from  their  limits,  and  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  such  other 
places  as  may  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Congress.  And  the  sul^stitution  of  the  words  : 
'■'■the  Southern  houndary  of  Kansas  and  the 
Northern  houndary  of  New  Mexico,"  for  the 
.words:  ''latitude  36"  30','' in  the  first  sen- 
tence of  Article  1. 

Which  was  negatived,  yeas  80,  nays  113, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adrain,  William  C.  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barr,  Barrett,  Bocock,  Boteler,  Bnuligny,  Brabson,  Branch, 
Briggs,  Bristow,  Brown,  Burch,  Burnett,  Horace  P.  Clark, 
Jolin  B.  Clark,  John  Cochrane,  Cox,  James  Craig,  Burton 
Craige,John  G.  Davis,  DeJarnette,  Dimmick,  FAmundson, 
English,  Florence,  Fouke,  Garnett,  Gilmer,  Hamilton,  3. 
Morrison  Harris,  John  T.  Harris,  Ilatton,  Holmfin,Wn. 
Uowurd,  Hughe*,  Jenlcins,  Kimkel,  Larrahee,  James  M. 
Leach,  Leake,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mallory,  Charles  D.  Martin, 
Elbert  S.  Martin,  Mayiiard,  McClernand,  McKfnty,  Millson, 
Montgomery,  Lalian  T.  Moore,  Isaac  ^.  Morris,  Nelson, 
Xiliiick,  Noell,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pryor,  Quarles,  Riggs,  Jas. 
C.  Robinson,  Rust,  Sickles,  Simms,  William  Smith,  William 
N.  H.  Smith.  Stfvensnn.,  James  A.  Stewart,  Stokes.  Stout, 
Thomas,  Vallandigham,'V3iQce,'We\>Bter,  Whiteley,  Winslo'w, 
Woodsrm,  and  Wright — SO. 

Nats — Messrs.  (.harles  F.  Adams,  Aldrich,  Alley.Ashley, 
Bahhitt,  Beale,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  Buffinton, 
BurliDgame,  Buruhara,  Butterfield,  Campbell,  Ciirey,  Car- 
ter, Case,  Cobu-n,  Clark  B.  Cochrane,  Colfax,  Conkling, 


Conway,  Corwin,  Covode,  H.  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Tbelano, 
Diiell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Etheridi'e, 
Parnsworth,  Fenton,  Ferry,  Foster,  Frank,  French,  Gooch, 
Graham,  Grow,  Hale,  Hall,  Helmick,  Hickman,  Uindman, 
Hoard,  William  A.  Howard,  Humphi-ey,  Hntchins,  IrTine, 
Junkin,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Williani  Kellogg,  Kenvon, 
Kilgorc,  Killinger,  De  Witt  C.  Leach,  Lee,  Longuec'ker, 
Loouiis,  Lovejoy.  Marston,  McKean,  McKnight,McPherson, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Morse,  Nixon,  Olin,  Palmer,  Perry 
Pettit,  Portar,  Potter,  Pottle,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  Rice| 
Christopher  Robinson,  Royce,  Scranton,  Sedgwick.  Sher- 
man, Somes,  Spaulding,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stevens,  William 
Stewart,  Stratton,  Tappan,  Thayer,  Theaker.  Tompkins, 
Train,  Trimble,  Vandever,  Van  Wyck,  A'erree.  Wade,  Wal- 
dron,  Walton,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburn,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
burne.  Wells,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood,  and  Woodruff— 113. 

Votes  in  the  Senate. 

During  the  pendency,  in  the  Senate,  of 
the  Constitutional  amendment  reported  from 
the  House  Committee  of  Thirty-three,  and 
adopted  by  the  House,  Mr.  Puch.  of  Ohio, 
offered  a  substitute,  which  was  the  same  as 
Mr.  Crittenden's*  (as  amended  by  Mr.  Pow- 
ell )  with  the  omission  of  the  preamble  and 
four  resolutions,  and  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing at  the  close  of  Article  4 : 

But  the  African  slave  trade  shall  be  for- 
ever suppressed,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  make  such  laws  as  sliall  be  ne- 
cessary and  effectual,  to  prevent  the  migra- 
tion and  importation  of  slaves,  or  persons 
owing  service  or  labor  into  the  United  States 
from  any  foreign  country,  place,  or  jurisdic- 
tion whatever. 

Section  2.  That  persons  committing  crimes 
against  the  rights  of  those  who  hold  persons 
to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  and  fleeing 
to  another,  shall  be  delivered  up  in  the  same 
manner  as  persons  committing  other  crimes  ; 
and  that  the  laws  of  the  States  from  which 
such  persons  flee  shall  be  the  test  of  crimi- 
nality. 

Section  3.  Congress  shall  pass  efficient 
laws  for  the  punishment  of  all  persons  in 
any  of  the  States,  who  shall  in  any  manner 
aid  and  abet  invasion  or  insurrection  in  any 
other  State,  or  commit  any  other  act  tend- 
ing to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  its  people, 
or  government  of  any  other  State. 

And  the  insertion  of  a  new  article  : 

Art.  7.  Section  1.  The  elective  franchise 
and  the  right  to  hold  office,  whether  Fed- 
eral, State,  Territorial,  or  Municipal,  shall 
not  be  exercised  by  persons  who  are,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  of  the  African  race. 

MR.  DOOLITTLE's  ON  THE  RIGHT  OF  SECESSION. 

Mr.  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin,  offered  as  a 
substitute  for  the  above  the  following: 

"  Under  this  Constitution,  as  originally 
adopted,  and  as  it  now  exists,  no  State  has 
power  to  withdraw  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  ;  but  this  Constitution, 
and  all  laws  passed  in  pursuance  of  its  dele- 
gated powers,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  any  thing  contained  in  any  constitu- 
tion, ordinance,  or  act  of  any  State,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding." 

March  2,  1861.  This  was  rejected — yeaa 
18,  nays  28,  as  follows  : 

*  See  page  64. 
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Yeas— Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Doolittle,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harhui, 
Kins,  Morrill,  Simmons,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  and 
Wilson— 18. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bayard,  Biglcr,  Bragg, 
Bright,  Cameron,  Clingman,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Dnuglas, 
Foster,  Gwin,  Hemp}iill,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Tennessee, 
Kennedy,  Lane,  Latham,  Mason,  Nichohon.  Pearce,  Powell, 
Pugh,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Wig/all — 28. 

TOTE   ON    MR.  PUGH'S. 

The  substitute  of  Mr.  Pcgh  was  then  re- 
jected— yeas  14,  nays  25,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bright,  Gwin,  Hunter,  Johnson 
pf  Arkansas,  Kennedy,  Lane,  Mason,  JVicholson,  Polk, 
Powell,  Pugh,  Thomson,  and  Wig/all — 14. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bigler,  Bingham,  Chand- 
ler, Clark,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Douglas,  Fessenden, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  King, 
Latham,  MottM,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Sumner,  Tea  Eyck,  Wil- 
kiuson,  and  Wilson — 25. 

MR.  Bingham's  proposition. 

Mr.  Bingham,  of  Michigan,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing substitute,  which  was  rejected — yeas 
13,  nays  24,  as  follows  : 

"  That  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
are  ample  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
and  the  protection  of  all  the  material  inter- 
ests of  the  country :  that  it  needs  to  be 
obeyed  rather  than  amended  ;  and  that  an 
extrication  from  our  present  dangers  is  to 
be  looked  for  in  strenuous  efforts  to  preserve 
the  peace,  protect  the  public  property,  and 
enforce  the  laws,  rather  than  in  new  guaran- 
tees for  particular  interests,  compromises  for 
particular  difficulties,  or  concessions  to  un- 
reasonable demands. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  attempts  to  dissolve 
the  present  Union,  or  overthrow  or  abandon 
the  present  Constitution,  with  the  hope  or 
expectation  of  constructing  a  new  one,  are 
dangerous,  illusory,  and  destructive  ;  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
no  such  reconstruction  is  practicable;  and 
therefore,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  existing 
Union  and  Constitution  should  be  directed 
all  the  energies  of  all  the  departments  of  the 
Government,  and  the  efforts  of  all  good 
citizens. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bingham, Chandler,  Clark,  Doolittle,  Dur- 
k>-'.,  Fe^-L■l]den,  Foot,  King,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, and  Wilson — 13, 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bigler,  Bright,  Crit- 
tenden, Dixon,  Douglas,  Foster,  Gicin,  Harlan,  Hunter, 
folinsmi  of  Arkansas,  Jo/i?iSon  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy,  Lane, 
tatham.  Mason,  Nicholson,  Polk,  Pugh,  Rice,  Sebastian, 
leu  Eyck, and  T!u)msont—'2i. 

A    CONVENTION. 

Mr.  Gkimes,  of  Iowa,  offered  the  following 
sulisfitute : 

"  The  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky, New  Jersey  and  Illinois,  have  applied 
to  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  for  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  :  therefore, 

'•Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Represe7itatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the 
Legislatures  of  the  other  States  be  invited 
to  take  the  subject  of  such  a  Convention 
into  consideration,  and  to  express  their  will 
on  that  subject  to  Congress,  in  pursuance 
of  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution." 


Which  was  rejected— yeas  14,  nays  25  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark,  Doolittle,  Fes- 
senden, Foot,  Grimes,  King,  Moviill,  Pug/i,  Sumner,  Trum- 
bull, Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 14. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Balcer,  Bigler,  Bright,  Critten- 
den, Di.^ou,  Douglas,  Durkee,  i'ostor,  Gwin.  Harlan, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee, 
Kennedy,  Lane,  Latham,  Mason,  Nicholson,  Polk,  Rice, 
Sebastian,  Ten  Eyck,  Tli^mson,  and  Wade — 25. 
THE    PEACE    CONFERENCE. 

The  Peace  Conference  propositions  offered 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  were  then  con- 
sidered as  a  substitute,  and  rejected — yeas 
3,  nays  34. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives was  then  passed. 

Note. — During  the  above  votes,  several 
Senators  said  in  explanation  of  their  nega- 
tive votes  upon  propositions,  that  they  had 
determined  to  vote  against  all  substitutes  for 
the  House  proposition,  and  for  it,  believing 
it  to  be  the  only  measure  practicable  at  so 
late  a  period  in  the  session.  Mr.  Douglas, 
of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  and  others, 
made  this  statement. 

,Vote  on  the  Crittenden  Resolutions, 
January  16,  1861. 

A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  (s.   NO.  .'iO)  PROPOSING  CERTAIN  AME.VD. 
MENT3   TO   THE   CONSTITUTION    OF   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Whereas,  serious  and  alarming  dissensions  have  arisen 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern  States,  concerning  the 
rights  and  security  of  the  rights  of  the  slaveholdiug  States, 
aud  especially  their  rights  it  the  commou  territory  of  the 
United  States;  and  whereas  it  is  eminently  desirable  and 
proper  that  these  dissensions,  which  now  threaten  the  very 
existence  of  this  Union,  should  be  permanently  quieted 
and  settled  by  constitutional  provisions,  which  shall  do 
equal  justice  to  all  sections,  and  thereby  restore  to  the 
people  that  peace  and  good-will  which  ought  to  prevail 
between  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  :  Therefoi'e, 

Resolved  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  (two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring),  Tliat  the  following  arti- 
cles be,  and  are  hereby,  proposed  and  submitted  as  amend- 
meQts  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  shall 
be  valid  to  all  intents  aud  purposes,  as  part  of  said  Con 
stitiition,  when  ratified  by  conventions  of  three-fonrtha 
of  the  several  States: 

Article  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now 
lield.or  hereafter  acquired,  situate  north  of  latitude. S6o  30', 
slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  punishment 
for  crime,  is  prohibited  while  such  territory  shall  remain 
under  territorial  government.  In  all  the  territory  south 
of  said  line  of  latitude,  slavery  of  the  African  race  is 
hereby  recogniied  as  existing,  and  shall  not  be  interfered 
with  by  Congress,  but  shall  be  protected  as  property  by 
all  the  departments  of  the  territorial  government  during 
its  contiuuance.  And  wlien  any  Territory,  north  or  south 
of  said  line,  within  such  boundaries  as  Congress  may  pre- 
scribe, .shall  contaiu  the  population  requisite  for  a  member 
of  Congress  according  to  the  then  Federal  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation of  tlie  people  of  the  United  States,  it  shall,  if  its 
form  of  governmeat  he  republican,  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  on  aa  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with 
or  wi'hout  slavery,  as  the  constitution  of  snch  new  State 
may  provide. 

Art  2.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery 
in  places  under  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  situate 
within  the  limits  of  States  that  permit  the  holding  of 
slaves. 

Art.  .S.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery 
witliin  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  long  as  it  exists  in  the 
adjoining  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  or  either,  nor 
without  the  consent  of  tlie  inliabitants,  nor  without  just 
compensation  first  made  to  such  owners  of  slaves  as  do  not 
consent  to  such  abolishment.  Nor  shall  Congress  at  any 
time  prohibit  oflicers  of  the  Federal  Government,  or  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  whose  duties  require  them  to  be  in  said 
District,  from  bringing  with  them  their  slaves,  and  holding 
them  as  such  during  tlie  tiiue  their  duties  may  require 
them  to  remain  there,  and  afterwards  taking  them  from 
the  District. 

Art.  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  or 
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hinder  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  an- 
other, or  to  a  Territory  in  which  slaves  are  by  law  per- 
inltted  to  he  held,  whether  that  transportation  he  by  land, 
navigable  rivers,  or  by  the  sea. 

Art.  5  That  in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  third 
paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  C'in?ress  shall  have 
power  to  provide  hy  law,  and  it  shall  be  its  dnty  so  to  pro- 
vide, that  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  owner  who 
ehall  apply  for  it,  the  full  value  of  his  fuiritive  slave  in  all 
cases  when  the  marshal  or  other  offcer  whose  duty  it  was 
to  arrest  said  fugitive  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  vio- 
lence or  intimidatioD,  or  when,  after  arrest,  said  fugitive 
was  rescued  by  force,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented  and 
obstructed  in  "the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of 
his  fugitive  slave  under  the  said  clause  of  the  Constitution 
ftnd  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof.  And  in  all  such 
cases,  when  the  United  States  shall  pay  for  such  fugitive, 
they  shall  have  the  right,  in  their  own  name,  to  sue  the 
county  in  which  said  violence,  intimidation,  or  rescue  was 
committed,  and  to  recover  from  it,  with  interest  and  dam- 
ages, the  amount  paid  by  them  for  said  fugitive  slave.  And 
the  said  county,  after  it  has  paid  said  amount  to  the  United 
States,  may,  for  its  indemnity,  sue  and  recover  from  the 
wrong-doers  or  rescuers  by  whom  the  owner  was  prevented 
from  the  recovery  of  his  fugitive  slave,  in  like  ma«ner  as 
the  owner  himself  might  have  sued  and  recovered. 

Art.  6.  No  future  amendment  of  the  Constitution  shall 
affect  the  five  preceding  articles  ;  nor  the  third  paragraph 
of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitutiou  ; 
nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  said  Constitution  ;  and  no  amendment  shall  be 
made  to  the  Constitution  which  shall  authorize  or  give  to 
Congress  any  pnwer  to  abolish  or  interfere  with  .slavery  in 
any'of  the  States  by  whose  laws  it  is,  or  may  be,  allowed 
or  permitted. 

And  whereas,  also,  besides  these  causes  of  dissension  em- 
braced in  the  foregoing  amendments  proposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  there  are  others  which  come 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  and  may  be  remedied 
by  its  legislative  power ;  and  whereas  it  is  the  desire  of 
Congress,  as  far  as  its  power  will  extend,  to  remove  all 
just  cause  for  the  popular  discontent  and  agitation  which 
now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country,  aud  threaten  the 
Btabilitv  of  its  institutions:  Therefore, 

1.  R'ofiolved  bu  the.  Senate  and  House  of  Represenfntives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  laws  now  iu  force  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive 
slaves  are  in  strict  pursuance  of  the  plain  and  mandatory 
provisions  of  the  Constitutiim,  aud  have  been  sanctioned 
as  valid  and  constitutional  by  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States;  that  the  slaveholding  States  are 
entitled  to  the  faithful  observance  and  execution  of  those 
laws,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  repealed,  or  so  modi- 
fied or  changed  as  to  impair  their  efiiciency  ;  and  that 
laws  ought  to  be  made  for  the  punishment  of  those  who 
attempt  "by  rescue  of  the  slave,  or  other  illegal  means,  to 
hinder  or'defeat  the  due  execution  of  said  laws. 

2.  That  all  State  laws  wliich  conflict  with  the  fugitive 
slave  acts  of  Congress,  or  any  other  constitutional  acts  of 
Congress,  or  which,  in  their  operation,  impede,  hinder,  or 
delay  the  free  course  and  due  execution  of  any  of  said  acts, 
are  null  and  void  by  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  yet  those  State  laws,  void  as 
they  are,  have  given  color  to  practices,  and  led  to  conse- 
quences which  have  obstructed  the  due  administration 
and  execution  of  acts  of  Congress,  and  especially  the  acts 
for  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  have  thereby  con- 
tributed much  to  the  discord  and  commotion  now  prevail- 
ing. Congress,  therefore,  in  the  present  perilous  juncture, 
does  not  deem  it  improper,  respectfully  and  earnestly  to 
recommend  the  repeal  of  those  laws  to  the  several  States 
which  have  enacted  them,  or  such  legislative  corrections 
or  explanations  of  them  as  may  prevent  their  being  used 
or  perverted  to  such  mischievous  purposes. 

.3.  That  the  act  of  the  ISth  of  September,  18.50,  commonly 
called  the  fugitive  slave  law,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
make  the  fee  of  the  commissioner,  mentioned  in  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act,  equal  in  amount,  in  the  cases  decided  by 
him,  whether  his  decision  be  in  favor  of  or  against  the 
claimant.  And  to  avoid  misconstruction,  the  last  clause 
of  the  fifth  section  of  said  act,  which  auth  irizes  the  person 
holding  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  or  detention  of  a  fugitive 
slave,  to  summon  to  his  aid  the  posse  comitatus,  aud 
which  declares  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to 
assist  him  in  its  execution,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
expressly  limit  the  authority  and  duty  to  cases  iu  which 
there  shall  be  resistance  or  danger  of  resistance  or  rescue. 

4.  That  the  laws  for  the  Bnppre.ssion  of  the  African  slave- 
trade,  and  especially  those  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
slaves  iu  the  Uniti^d  States,  ought  to  be  made  effectual,  and 
ought  to  be  thoroughly  executed  :  aud  all  further  enact- 
ments necessary  to  those  ends  ought  to  be  promptly  made. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
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ing  in  article  1,  after  the  word  "territory,"' 
in  the  second  sentence,  the  words  "  now  held 
or  hereafter  to  be  a«[iiired,"  so  that  the 
clause  will  read  :  "  In  all  the  territory  now 
held  or  hereafter  to  be  acqiiired  sauth  of 
said  line  of  latitude,  slavery  of  the  African 
race  is  hereby  recognized,  etc.,"  which  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Teas — Messrs.  Baker,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Brnrjrj, 
Bright,  Clinrrman,  Crittenden,  Douglas,  Filch,  Green,  Givin, 
Hemphill,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy, 
Livif.  Mason,  Nicholson,  Pearce,  Polk,  Powell,  Pugh,  Rice, 
SmUhury,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  and  Wigfm—1'i. 

N.\TS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Cameron,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer.  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Knot, 
Foster,  Grimes.  Hale,  Harlan,  King,  Latham.  Seward,  Sim- 
mons, Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson — 24. 

Mt.  Clark  of  New  Hampshire  offered  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  preamble,  and 
all  the  resolutions  after  the  word  "  resolved," 
and  insert :  "  That  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution are  ample  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Union,  and  the  protection  of  all  the 
material  interests  of  the  country;  that  it 
needs  to  be  obeyed  rather  than  amended ; 
and  that  an  extrication  from  our  present 
danger  is  to  be  looked  for  in  strenuous  efforts 
to  preserve  the  peace,  protect  the  public 
property  and  enforce  the  laws,  rather  than 
in  new  guarantees  for  particular  interests, 
compromises  for  particular  difficulties,  or 
concessions  to  unreasonable  demands. 

"Besolved,  That  all  attempts  to  dissolve 
the  present  Union,  or  overthrow  or  abandon 
the  present  Constitution  with  the  hope  or 
expectation  of  constructing  a  new  one,  are 
dangerous,  illusory  and  destructive ;  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  no  such  reconstruction  is  practicable ; 
and  therefore,  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
existing  Union  and  Constitution  should  be 
directed  all  the  energies  of  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  the  efforts 
of  all  good  citizens." 

Which  was  agreed  to  : 

Yek? Messr?.     Anthonv,    Baker.    Bingham,    Cameron, 

Chandler.  Clark,  Collamer.  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Dnrkee,  Fes- 
senden. Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  King.  Seward, 
Simmons.  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
and  Wilson — 26. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bayard,  Binler,  Bragg,  Bright,  Clingmov. 
Crittenden,  Fitch.  Green,  Gwin,  Huntir,  Jnhnrmi  of  Tennes- 
see, Ketmedy.  Lane.  Latham,  Mason.  Airholsmr,  Pearce, 
Polk,  PmaeU,  Pugh,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  and  Sebastian— -23. 

Messrs.  Benjamin  of  Louisiana,  Douglas 
of  Illinois,  Hemphill  of  Texas,  Iverson  of 
Georsia,  Johnson  of  Arkansas.  Slidell  of 
Louisiana,  and  Wigfall  of  Texas,  who 
voted  on  the  next  preceding  question,  did 
not  vote  on  this.  Mr.  Douglas  stated  after- 
wards in  open  Senate  that  he  was  accident- 
ally absent  in  one  of  the  retiring  rooms,  and 
asked  to  record  his  vote,  but  was  refused 
permission. 

January  18th,  1861.— Mr.  Camfron'.n 
motion  to"  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  Mr. 
Clark's  amendment,  was  agreed  to  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard.  Bi/ilrr,  Bragg,  Bright,  fTingman, 
Crittenden.  D'^iglan,  Pitch,  Green,  Gwin,  llnnphill.  Hun- 
ter, Jnlms<yn  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennesscis  hivnedy. 
Lane,  Latham.  Mason.  Xichnlfrm,  Pearce,  Polk,  I'owdl, 
J'u^h,  Rice,  S-iuhbur;/,  Sebastian,  and  Slidell^-2' . 
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Natb— Meggrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bingham,  Cameron, 
Chandler,  Clark,  CoUamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden, 
Foot,  Foster,  Giimee,  Hale,  Ilarlaii,  King.  Seward,  Sim- 
mons, Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wig/all,  Wilkinson,  and 
Wilson— 24. 

March  2d.  After  the  adoption  of  the 
House  resohition  proposmg  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  relative  to  slavery  in 
the  States,  the  Senate  retiarned  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Crittenden  proposition, — the 
question  being  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Clark  of  New  Hampshire,  once 
adopted  and  then  reconsidered, [for  which 
see  above  vote,] which  was  rejected — yeas 
15,  nays  22,  as  follows  : 

Teas — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark,  Doolittle, 
Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Harlan.  King,  Morrill,  Sumuei, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 15. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bayard,  Biffler,  Bright, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Dmi^las,  Foster,  Givin,  Hunter,  Jnlinsmi 
of  Tennessee,  Kenned;/,  Lane,  Latham,  Mason,  Nicholson, 
Polk,  Pagh,  Rice,  Sebastian,  and  Ten  Eyck — 22. 

The  Senate  adopted,  without  a  division, 
the  amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Powell  in  the 
Committee  of  the  whole,  and  agreed  to  as 
follows  :  Insert  after  "  territory,"  in  second 
sentence  in  first  article,  the  words  "  now  held 
or  to  be  hereafter  acquired,"  and  add  to 
article  fourth  the  words  "  But  the  African 
slave  trade  shall  be  forever  suppressed  ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  make 
such  laws  as  shall  be  necessary  and  effectual 
to  prevent  the  migration  or  importation  of 
slaves,  or  persons  owing  service  or  labor, 
into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign 
country,  place,  or  jurisdiction  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  That  persons  committing  crimes 
against  theriglits  of  those  who  hold  persons 
to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  and  fleeing 
to  another,  shall  be  delivered  up  in  the  same 
manner  as  persons  committing  other  crimes  ; 
and  the  laws  of  the  State  from  which  such 
persons  flee  shall  be  the  test  of  criminality. 

Sec.  3.  Congress  shall  pass  efficient  laws 
for  the  punishment  of  all  persons  in  any  of 
the  States  who  shall  in  any  manner  aid  and 
abet  invasion  or  insurrection  in  any  other 
State,  or  commit  any  other  act  tending  to 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  its  people,  or 
government  of  any  other  State." 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  substitute  for 
his  proposition  that  recommended  by  the 
Peace  Conference,  which  was  rejected — yeas 
7.  nays  28.     (For  vote,  see  p.  69.) 

The  Crittenden  proposition,  as  amended, 
was  then  rejected — yeas  19,  nays  20,  as 
follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bigler,  Bright,  Crittenden, 
Poiii/las,  Gwin,  Uuvti-r,  Jnhnson  of  Tennessee.  Ki'nnedy. 
Lane,  Ijitham,  Masrm.  Xirhohon,  Polk,  I^ugh,  Rice,  Sebas- 
tian, Thrnnson,  and  Wi;)fa1t — 19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Atitliony,  Binghara,  Chandler  Clark, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Durki-e,  Fessentlen.  Foot,  Fostt,  v4rimos, 
Harl'in,  King,  Morrill.  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Wado,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 20. 

It  was  not  voted  upon  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  except  as  far  as  it  was  em- 
bodied in  the  proposition  offered  by  Mr. 
Clemens  of  Virginia — for  which,  see  p.  63. 

Respecting  the  vote  of  January  16th,  on 
the   Crittenden  proposition  in  tiie  Senate, 


Andrew  Johnson,  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
in  his  speech  on  the  expulsion  of  Jesse  D. 
Bright,  Senator  from  Indiana,  delivered  Jan- 
uary 31st,  1862,  made  these  remarks.  "When 
the  six  Senators  refused  to  vote  on  Senator 
Clark's  amendment,*  Senator  Johnson  says: 

"  I  sat  right  behind  Mr.  Benjamin,  and  I 
am  not  sure  that  my  worthy  friend,  (Mr. 
Latham,)  was  not  close  by,  when  he  refused 
to  vote,  and  I  said  to  him,  •  Mr.  Benjamin, 
why  do  you  not  vote  ?  Why  not  save  this 
proposition,  and  see  if  we  cannot  bring  the 
country  to  it  V  He  gave  me  rather  an 
abrupt  answer,  and  said  he  would  control 
his  own  action  without  consulting  me  or 
anybody  else.  Said  I,  '  Vote  and  shov/  your- 
self an  honest  man.'  As  soon  as  the  voto 
was  taken,  he  and  others  telegraphed  South, 
'We  cannot  get  any  compromise.'  Here 
were  six  Southern  men  refusing  to  vote,  when 
the  amendment  would  have  been  rejected 
by  four  majority  if  they  had  voted.  Who, 
then,  has  brought  these  evils  on  the  country  ? 
Was  it  Mr.  Clark  ?  He  was  acting  out  hia 
own  policy  ;  but  with  the  help  we  had  from 
the  other  side  of  the  chamber,  if  all  those 
on  this  side  had  been  true  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  faithful  to  their  constituents,  and 
had  acted  with  fidelity  to  the  country,  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire could  have  been  voted  down,  the  de- 
feat of  which  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
says  woiald  have  saved  the  country.  Whose 
fault  was  it  ?  Who  is  responsible  for  it  ? 
I  think  that  it  is  not  only  getting  the  nail 
through,  but  clinching  it  on  the  other  side, 
and  the  whole  staple  commodity  is  taken 
out  of  the  speech.  Who  did  it  ?  Southern 
traitors,  as  Avas  said  in  the  .speech  of  the 
Senator  from  California.  They  did  it.  They 
wanted  no  compromise.  They  accomplishea 
their  object  by  withholding  their  votes;  and 
hence  the  country  has  been  involved  in  the 
present  difficulty.  Let  me  read  another 
extract  from  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from 
California,  [Mr.  Latham]  : 

'"I  recollect  full  well  the  joy  that  per- 
vaded the  faces  of  some  of  those  gentlemen 
at  the  result,  and  the  sorrow  manifested  by 
the  venerable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Crittenden.]  The  record  shows  that  Mr. 
Pugh,  from  Ohio,  despairing  of  any  com- 
promise between  the  extrciiies  of  ultra  Re- 
publicanism and  disunionists,  working  mani- 
festly for  the  same  end,  moved,  immediately 
after  the  vote  was  announced,  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table.  If  you  will  turn 
to  page  443,  same  volume,  you  will  find,  when 
at  a  late  period,  Mr.  Cameron,  from  Penn- 
sylvania, moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  ap- 
peals having  been  made  to  sustain  those 
who  were  struggling  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country,  thai  vote  \vas  reconsidered; 
and  when,  at  last,  the  Crittenden  proposi- 
tions were  submitted  on  the  2d  day  of  March, . 
these  Southern  States  having  nearly  all  se- 


*  See  Mr.  Crittenden's  desputch    to  Kaleigh,  Jauuar; 
17  tb,  page  39. 


PROCEEDINGS    OF   THE    GOVERNMENT. 


67 


ceded,  they  were  then  lost  by  but  one  vote. 
Here  is  the  vote  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bavard,  Bigler,  Biisht,  Crittenden,  Doug- 
las (jrwiu  Hunter,  Jolinson  .if  Teunissee,  Kennedy,  Lane, 
Lathani,  Mason,  NicliMlsnii,  Polk,  Pugh,  Rice,  Sebastian. 
Thomson,  and  Wigfall— 19. 

Nats— Mps^rs.  Anthonv,  Binpcham,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Dixon  Doolittle.  Durkee,  Fesseiiden,  Foot,  l'o.>ter.  Grimes, 
Harlan,  King,  Morrill,  Sumner,  Ten  Ejck,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  and  Wilson— 20. 

" '  If  these  seceded  Southern  States  had 
remained,  there  would  have  passed,  by  a 
large  vote,  (as  it  did  without  them.)  an 
am'endnient,  by  a  two-third  vote,  f(^rbidding 
Congress  ever  interfering  with  slavery  in 
the  "states.  The  Crittenden  proposition 
would  have  been  indorsed  by  a  majority 
vote,  the  subject  finally  going  before  the 
people,  who  have  never  yet,  after  considera- 
tion, refused  justice,  for  any  length  of  time, 
to  any  portion  of  the  country. 

'"I  believe  more,  Mr.  President,  tho.t 
these  gentlemen  were  acting  in  pursuance 
of  a  settled  and  fixed  plan  to  break  up  and 
destroy  the  Government.' 

"  When  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  vote 
down  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  and  adopt  the  Crittenden 
resolutions,  certain  Southern  Senators  pre- 
vented it;  and  yet,  even  at  a  late  day  of 
the  session,  after  they  had  seceded,  the 
Crittenden  proposition  was  only  lost  by  one 
vote.  If  rebellion  and  bloodshed  and  mur- 
der have  followed,  to  whose  skirts  does  the 
responsibiUty  attach?  I  summed  up  all 
these  facts  myself  in  a  speech  during  the 
last  session,  but  I  have  preferred  to  read 
from  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia, he  being  better  authority,  and  hav- 
.  ing  presented  the  facts  better  than  I  could." 


Mr.  Lincoln's  Opinions  on  a  Compro- 
mise. 

From  the  iV.  F.  Tribune  of  Jan.  30th,  l.«61. 

"We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  these 
statements  are  false  and  calumnious.  We 
have  the  best  authority  for  saying  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  is  opposed  to  all  concessions  of  the 
sort.  We  knoio  that  his  views  are  fully  ex- 
pressed in  his  own  language  as  follows  : 

"'I  will  suffer  death  before  I  will  consent 
or  advise  my  friends  to  consent  to  any  con- 
cession or  compromise  which  looks  like 
buying  the  privilege  of  taking  possession  of 
the  Government  to  which  we  have  a  consti- 
tutional right;  because,  whatever  I  might 
think  of  the  merit  of  the  various  propositions 
before  Congress,  I  should  regard  any  con- 
cession in  the  face  of  menace  as  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  government  itself,  and  a  consent 
on  all  hands  that  our  system  shall  be 
brou"-ht  down  to  a  level  with  the  existing 
disorganized  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico.  But 
this  thing  will  hereafter  be,  as  it  is  now,  m 
the  hands  of  the  people  ;  and  if  they  desire 
to  call  a  convention  to  remove  any  griev- 
ances complained  of,  or  to  give  new  guaran- 
tees for  the  permanence  of  vested  rights,  it 
18  not  mine  to  oppose.^  " 


The  "  Peace  Conference"  and  its  Pro- 
position. 

Commissioners  composing  the  "Peace 
Conference,"  held  at  the  request  of  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia,  met  in  Washington, 
February  4th,  1861,  and  adjourned  February 
27th.  The  following  gentlemen  represented 
their  States,  under  appointment  of  the 
Governors  or  Legislatures  thereof: 

DELEGATES. 

Maine. — William  P.  Fessenden.  Lot  M. 
Morrill,  Daniel  E.  Somes,  John  J.  Perry, 
Ezra  B.  French,  Freeman  H.  Morse,  Stephen 
Coburn,  and  Stephen  C.  Foster. 

Neio  Hampshire.  —  Amos  Tuck,  Levi 
Chamberlain,  and  Asa  Fowler. 

Vermont. — Hiland  Hall,  Levi  Underwood, 
H.  Henry  Baxter,  L.  E.  Chittenden,  and  B. 
D.  Harris. 

3Iassachusetts.— John  Z.  Goodrich,  John 
M.  Forbes,  Richard  P.  Waters,  Theophilus 
P.  Chandler,  Francis  B.  Crowninshield,  Geo. 
S.  Boutwell,  and  Charles  Allen. 

Rhode  7:s;a?id.— Samuel  A.mes,  Alexander 
Duncan,  WilUam  W.  Hoppin,  George  H. 
Browne,  and  Samuel  G.  Arnold. 

Connecticut.— Hoger  S.Baldwin,  Chauncey 
p  Cleveland,  Charles  J.  McCurdy,  James  T. 
I'ratt,  Bobbins  Battelle,  and  Amos  Treat. 

New  York.— David  Dudley  Field,  Wm. 
Curtis  Noyes,  James  S.  Wadsworth,  James 
C.  Smith,  Amaziah  B.  James,  Erastus 
Corning,  Greene  C.  Bronson,  William  E. 
Dodge,  John  A.  King,  and  John  E.  Wool. 

Neiu  Jersey.— Charles  S.  Olden,  Peter  D. 
Vroom,  Robert  F.  Stockton,  Benjamin 
Williamson,  Joseph  F.  Randolph,  Fred.  T. 
Frelinghuysen,  Rodman  M.  Price,  William 
C.  Alexander,  and  Thomas  J.  Stryker. 

Pe7insylvania.— Thomas  White,  James 
Pollock,  Wm.  M.  Meredith,  David  Wilmot, 
A.  W.  Loomis,  Thomas  E.  Franklin,  and 
William  McKennan.  • 

Delaioare.— George  B.  Rodney,  Daniel  M. 
Bates,  Henry  Ridgely,  John  W.  Houston, 
and  William  Cannon. 

Maryland.— John  F.  Dent,  Reverdy  John- 
son, John  W.  Crisfield.  Augustus  W.  Brad- 
ford, Wm.  T.  Goldsborough,  J.  Dixon 
Roman,  and  Benjamin  C.  Howard. 

Virginia.-^ ohn  Tyler,  William  C.  Rivcs, 
John  W.  Brockenbrough,  George  W.  Sum- 
mers, and  James  A.  Seddon. 

North  Carolina.— George  Davis,  Ihomas 
Ruffin,  David  S.  Reid,  D.  M.  Barringor,  and 
John  M.  Morehead.  x     •  v   nt 

Ten?) essee.— Samuel  Milligan,  Josiah  M. 
Anderson,  Robert  L.  Caruthers,  Thomas 
Martin,  Isaac  R.  Hankins,  A.  0.  W.  Totten, 
Robert  J.  McKinney,  Alvin  Cullom,  U  ra. 
Hickerson,  Geo.  W.  Jones,  F.  K.  Zollicoffer, 
and  William  H.  Stevens. 

Kentucky.— Wilham  O.  Butler,  James  B. 
Clay,  Joshua  F.  Bell,  Charles  S.  Morehead, 
James  Guthrie,  and  Charles  A.  Wickliffe. 
I     Missouri.— John  D.  Coalter,  Alexander 
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M.  Doniphan,  "Waldo  P.  Johnson,  Aylett  H. 
Bnckner,  and  Harrison  Hough. 

Ohio.— -John  C.  Wright,*  Salmon  P.  Chase, 
William  S.  Groesbeck,  Franklin  T.  Backus, 
Eeuben  Hitchcock,  Thomas  Ewing,  and  Y. 
B.  Horton. 

Indiana. — Caleb  B.  Smith,  Pleasant  A. 
Hackleman,  Godlove  S.  Orth,  E.  W.  H. 
Ellis,  and  Thos.  C.  Slaughter. 

Illinois. — John  Wood,  Stephen  T.  Logan, 
John  M.  Palmer,  Burton  C.  Cook,  and 
Thomas  J.  Turner. 

lorva. — James  Harlan,  James  W.  Grimes, 
Samuel  R.  Curtis,  and  William  Vandever. 

The  officers  were : 

John  Tyler  of  Virginia,  President ;  Crafts 
J.  Wright  of  Ohio,  Secretary ;  James  M. 
Tower  of  New  Jersey,  J.  Henry  Puleston 
of  Pennsylvania,  Wm.  M.  Hoppin  of  Rhode 
Island,  John  Stryker  of  New  York,  assis- 
tants. 

They  recommended  that  the  following  be 
proposed  to  the  several  States  as  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States : 

Article  13.  Seo.  1.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the 
United  States,  north  of  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  of  north 
latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punishment  of 
crime,  is  prohibited.  lu  all  the  present  Territory  south 
of  that  line,  the  status  of  persona  lield  to  involuntary 
service  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed: 
nor  shall  any  law  be  passed  by  Congress  or  the  Territorial 
Legislature  "  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such 
persons  from  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union  to  said 
Territory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  from  said 
relation  ;  but  the  same  shall  be  subjert  to  judicial 
cognizance  in  the  Federal  courts,  according  to  the  course 
of  the  common  law.  When  any  Territory  north  or  south 
of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Congress  may 
prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  equal  to  that  re- 
quired for  a  member  of  Congi'ess,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of 
Government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without 
involuntary  servitude,  as  the  constitution  of  such  State 
may  provide. 

9pc.  2.  No  Territory  shall  be  (icquired  by  the  United 
States,  except  by  discovery  and  for  naval  and  commer- 
cial stations,  dopots,  and  transit  routes,  without  the  con- 
currence of  a  majority  of  all  the  Senators  from  States 
■which  allow  involuntary  servitude,  and  a  majority  of  all 
the  Senators  from  States  which  prohibit  that  relation  ;  nor 
shall  Territory  be  acquired  by  treaty,  unless  the  votes  of  a 
majority  of  the  Senators  from  each  class  of  States  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned  be  cast  as  a  part  of  the  two-thirds  majority 
necessary  to  the  ratification  of  such  treaty. 

Sec.  3'  Neither  the  Constitution  nor  any  amondment 
thereof  shall  be  construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regu- 
late, abolish,  or  control,  within  any  State  the  relation 
established  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching 
persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  therein,  nor  to 
interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  service  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  without  the  con.sent  of  Maryland  and 
■without  the  consent  of  the  owners,  or  making  the  owners 
who  do  not  consent  just  compensation  ;  nor  the  power  to 
interfere  with  or  prohibit  Representatives  and  otliers  from 
bringing  with  them  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  retaining, 
and  taking  away,  persons  so  held  to  labor  or  service ;  nor 
the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  service 
in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  within  those  States  and  territories  where  the  same 
is  established  or  recognized  ;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit  the 
removal  or  transportation  of  persons  held  to  labor  or 
involuntary  service  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  thereof  where  it  is 
established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage,  and  the  right 
during  transportation,  by  sea  or  river,  of  touching  at 
ports,  shores,  and  landings,  and  of  lauding  in  case  of  dis- 
tress, shall  exist ;  but  not  the  right  of  transit  in  or  through 
any  State  or  Territory,  or  of  sale  or  traffic,  against  the  laws 


•  Died  during  the  session,  and  succeeded  by  C.  P.  Wol- 
eott. 


thereof  Nor  shall  Congress  have  power  to  authorize  any 
higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  held  to  labor  or  service 
than  on  land.  The  bringing  into  the  District  of  Columbia 
of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service,  for  sale,  or  placing 
Ihem  in  depots  to  be  afterwards  transferred  to  other  places 
for  sale  as  merchandize,  is  prohibited. 

Sec.  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to 
prevent  any  of  the  States,  by  appropriate  legislation,  and 
through  the  actiou  of  their  judicial  and  mini.sterial  officers, 
from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  labor  to  the 
person  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Sec.  5.  The  foreign  slave  trade  is  hereby  forever  prohib- 
ited ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  slaves,  coolies,  or  per.sons  held 
to  service  or  labor,  into  the  United  States  and  the  Territo- 
ries from  places  beyond  the  limits  thereof. 

Sec.  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  sections,  together  with 
this  section  of  these  amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph 
of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution, 
and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  thereof,  shall  not  be  amended  or  abolished  without 
the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

Sec.  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United 
States  shall  pay  to  the  owner  the  full  value  of  his  fagitivo 
from  labor,  in  all  cases  where  the  marshal  or  other  officer, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  was  prevented 
from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation  from  mob.s  or 
riotous  assemblages,  or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive 
was  rescued  by  like  violence  or  intimidation,  and  the 
owner  thereby  deprived  of  the  same  ;  and  the  acceptaoc* 
of  such  payment  shall  preclude  the  owner  from  further 
claim  to  such  fugitive.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law 
for  .securing  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

Section  1  was  first  lost,  yeas  8,  nays  11, 
then  re-considered,  and  agreed  to,  yeas  9, 
(Delaware,  Ilhnois,  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode 
Island,  Tennessee,)  nays  8,  (Connecticut, 
Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Caro- 
lina, New  Hampshire,  Yermont,  Yirginia.) 

Section  2  was  agreed  to,  yeas  11,  (Dela. 
ware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Alls- 
souri,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Yirginia,)  nays  8, 
(Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire, 
Yermont.) 

Section  3  was  agreed  to,  yeas  12,  (Dela- 
ware, Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Mis- 
souri, New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee, 
Yirginia,)  nays  7,  (Connecticut,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Yermont.) 

Section  4  was  agreed  to,  yeas  15,  (Connec- 
ticvat,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky, 
Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Tennessee,  Yermont, Yirginia.)  nays  4,  (Iowa, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire.) 

Sections  was  agreed  to,  yeas  16,  (Connec- 
ticut, Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky, 
Maryland,  Missouri.  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio, Pennsylvania,  Rhode 
Island,  Tennessee,  Yermont,  Kansas,)  nays 
5,  (Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Caro- 
lina, Yirginia.) 

Section  6  was  agreed  to,  yeas  11,  (Dela*- 
ware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Mis- 
souri, New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Kansas,)  nays  9, 
(Connecticut,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massor 
chusetts.  North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire, 
Yermont,  Yirginia.)  New  York  was  divided. 

Section  7  was  agreed  to,  yeas  12,  (Dcltw 
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ware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky.  Maryland, 
New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, Ehode  Island,  Tennessee,  Kansas.) 
nays  7,  (Connecticut,  Iowa,  Maine,  Missouri, 
North  Carolina,  Vermont,  Virginia.)  New 
York  was  divided. 

By  a  vote  of  12  to  7,  (New  York  divided,) 
the  resolution  t)fFered  by  Mr.  Franklin  of 
Pennsylvania,  after  the  adoption  of  the  above 
proposition,  to  the  effect  that  no  State  of 
this  Union  has  any  constitutional  right  to 
secede  therefrom,  or  to  absolve  its  citizens 
from  their  allegiance  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  was  indefinitely  postponed, 
yeas  10,  (Delaware,  Kentu.cky,  Maryland, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia,)  nays  7, 
(Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania.) 

Pending  the  vote  in  the  Conference  on 
these  propositions, 

Mr.  David  Dudley  Field,  of  New  York, 
moved  to  substitute  for  Section  7,  a  pro- 
vision that  "  no  State  shall  withdraw  from 
the  Union  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
States,  given  in  a  Convention  of  the  States, 
convened  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  by 
two-thirds  of  each  house  of  Congress ;" 
which  was  i-ejected — yeas  10,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

Yeas  —  Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Kansas— 10. 

Nays — Delaware,  Kentucky,  INIaryland, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vir- 
ginia— 11. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Connecticut,  moved  a 
substitute  recommending  that  Congress  call 
a  Convention  for  proposing  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  lost — ^.eas  8,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

Yeas — -Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont — 8. 

Nays — Delaware.  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Ma- 
ryland, Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Caro- 
lina, Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ten- 
nessee, Virginia,  Kansas — 13. 

Mr.  Seddon's  project — securing  in  addition 
to  the  Crittenden  proposition,  the  right  of 
transit  for  slaves  through  Free  States — ex- 
cluding from  the  elective  franchise,  or  the 
right  to  hold  Federal,  State,  Territorial  or 
Municipal  office,  all  persons  who  are  in  whole 
or  part  of  the  African  race — and  in  a  modi- 
fied form  recognizing  the  right  of  peaceable 
State  secession, — was  also  offered,  and  was 
lost — yeas  4,  nays  16,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Caro- 
lina and  Virginia. 

Nays — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois.  In- 
diana, Maine,  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Ver- 
mont, and  Kansas — 16. 

Mr.  James  B.  Clay's  substitute  (much  like 
Mr.  Seddon's)  was  also  lost — yeas  5  (Ten- 


nessee, besides  those  above),  nays  14  (same 
as  above  with  Tennessee  and  Kansas  out). 

Mr  Tuck's  substitute,  denying  the  power 
of  Congress,  or  any  branch  of  the  Federal 
Government,  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with 
slavery  in  any  of  the  States,  and  that  either 
of  the  great  political  organizations  of  the 
country  contemplates  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  recommending  a  Convention 
to  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  for  the  redress  of  what- 
ever grievances  exist,  was  also  rejected — 
yeas  9,  nays  11,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowp, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont — 9. 

Nays  —  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  CaroHna,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vir- 
ginia— 11. 

There  were  133  members  present  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  repreeenting 

Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Dela- 
ware, North  Carolina,  Missouri,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Maryland, 
Tennessee,  Ohio,  Vermont,  Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas. 

Note. — Jlichigan,  Wisconsin,  California  and  Oregon,  of 
the  loyal  States,  were  not  represented  in  the  Conference. 

These  propositions  were  offered  to  the 
Senate  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  March 
2d,  pending  the  House  resolution  proposing 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  and  they 
were  rejected — yeas  3,  nays  34,  as  follows : 

"  Yeas— Messrs.  Foot,  JVicfwlxon,  and  Pugfi — 3. 

Nays — Messrs.  Antliony,  Baker,  Bigler,  Bingham,  Bright, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  bouriJas. 
Durkee,  Fessenden.  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Hunter,  John- 
son of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Ke7ine(l>/,  King, 
Latham,  Mason,  Mnrrill,  Polk,  Rice,  f^fhastian,  Snmner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wig/all,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson 
—34. 

Subsequently  (March  2d)  they  were  offered 
to  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Crittenden  of  Ken- 
tucky, after  the  adoption  of  the  House  con- 
stitutional amendment,  and  pending  the 
Crittenden  propositions,  and  they  were  re- 
jected, yeas  7,  nays  28,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Crittenden,  Douglas,  Harlan,  Johnson  of 
Tennessee,  Kennedy,  Morrill,  and  Thomson — 7. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bigler,  Bingham,  Bright,  Chand- 
ler, Clark,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Gwin, 
Hunter,  Lane,  Latham,  Mason,  Nicholson,  Polh,  Pugh,  Rice, 
Sebastian,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wig/all, 
Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 28. 

March  1st,  1861.  Mr.  McClernand  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pixrpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  recommendation  of  the  Peace 
Congress,  which  was  rejected,  yeas  93,  nays 
67,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Jdrain, 
Aldrich, William  C.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barr,  Barrett,  Bocock, 
Boteler,  Brabsnn,  Branch,  Brigg8,.i{ristow,  Brown,  Biirch, 
Btirnett.  Ciimiiliell,  Horace  F.  Clurk,John  B.  Cliirh;  John 
C'lic/iraiif,  Ciiiwin,  Jiii/ies  (raig,  John  G.  Davis,  De  Jarnettt, 
Dunn,  Etiieriilge,  Florence,  Fiwter,  Fiinke,  Garnett,  (iUmer, 
Halo,  Hall,  y/((m(7/'oj!.  .T.  ^lorrirton  llariis,  ./o.'ui  7'.  Harris, 
Haskin,  Ilattnti,  Hnani,  Ifnlmnn,  William  I/oward,  Hughes, 
Jenkins.  Juukiii,  W.  KcUng,  Killin^^cr,  Kioikil,  Lanal'(i\J. 
M.  Leaoh,  Leake,  Logan,  Marlay,  M^ill.nv,  chas.  IK  Martin, 
Maynard,  Mcdernand,  McKenly,  iMoKnight,  McPlierson, 
jl/iH.wn,  Millw.ard.  Laban  T.  M.«ire,  Mcorln-ad,  Edward  .Toy 
Morria,  Nelson,  JViOlack,  Nixou,  Oliu,   I'endlciun,  I'eytoa, 
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J^ielps,  Porter,  Prynr,  Quarles,  John  H.  Reynolds.  P.ice, 
Bigg.o,  James  C.  Robinson,  Sickles,  Simms,  Win.  N.  II.  Smith, 
Spaulding,  S/evettsm,  William  Stewart,  Stokes,  Tfinmas, 
Vance,  Webster,  Whiteley,  Winslow,  Woodson,  and  Wriqht 
—93.  =>.■,,  y 

Nats— Messrs.  Alley,  Ashley,  Bingham,  Blair,  Brayton, 
Buffinton,  Burling;ime,  Buniham,  Carey,  Case,  Coburn, 
Culfax,  Conway,  Burton  Oraige,  Dawes,  Delano,  Dnell,  EJ- 
gerton,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Ferry,  Frank,  Gooch,  Graham, 
Grow,  Gurley,  Ilelmick,  Hirkman,  fh'ndman,  William  A. 
Howarsl,  Ilutchins,  Irvine,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kenyon, 
Loomis,  Lovejoy,  McKean,  Morrill,  Morse,  Palmer,  Perry, 
Potter,  Pottle,  Christopher  Robinson,  Royce,  Ruffin,  Sedg- 
wick, Sherman,  Somes,  Spinner,  Stanton,"  Stevens,  Tappan, 
Tompkins,  Train,  Vandever,  Van  Wyck,  Wade,  Waldron, 
Walton,  Oadwalader  C.  Washbnrn,  KUihu  B.  WasLburne, 
Wells,  Wilson,  Windom,  and  Woodiuff — 67. 

When  the  report  was  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate and  a  motion  made  to  fix  a  time  to  con- 
sider it, 

^tr.  Thos.  L.  Clixgman  of  North  Carolina, 
said  he  was  "  utterly  opposed  to  the  propo- 
sition," but  was  willing  to  give  it  the  direc- 
tion its  friends  desired. 

Mr.  Milton  S.  Latham  of  California,  said 
he  "had  no  confidence  in  this  thing,"  but 
would  vote  for  the  motion. 

When  it  was  presented  to  the  House, 

Mr.  Saml.  H.  Woodson  of  Missouri,  said 
he  would  vote  to  receive  it,  but  was  against 
the  proposition. 

Mr.  Burton  Craige  of  North  Carolina,  said 
he  was  "utterly  opposed  to  any  such  wishy- 
v/ashy  settlement  of  our  National  difficulties." 

Mr.  SnELTON  F.  Leake  "  regarded  this 
thing  as  a  miserable  abortion,  forcibly  re- 
minding one  of  the  old  fable  of  the  moun- 
tain and  the  mouse ;  nevertheless,  he  was 
willing  to  let  the  mouse  in,  in  order  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  killing  it." 

Mr.  Thos.  C.  Hindman  of  Arkansas,  be- 
lieved the  report  "  to  be  unworthy  of  the  vote 
of  any  Southern  man." 

Mr.  MuscoE  E.  H.  Garnett  of  Virginia, 
"  intending  and  desiring  to  express  my  ab- 
horrence of  these  insidious  propositions,  con- 
ceived in  fraud  and  born  of  cowardice,  by 
giving  a  direct  vote  against  them,  yet  from 
respect  for  the  conference  which  reported 
thena"  was  willing  to  receive  them. 

The  above  were  the  only  votes  taken  upon 
the  recommendation.  That  in  the  House 
was  not  a  test,  as  some  voted  to  receive  who 
were  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
and  probably  vice  versa. 


Senate  Committee  of  Thirteen. 

December  18th,  1860.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Powell,  a  Committee  of  Thirteen  were  au- 
thorized to  consider  the  condition  of  the 
country;  which  consisted  of 

Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Seward,  Mr.  Collamer, 
Mr.  Bigler,  Mr.  Himter.  Mr.  Toombs,  Mr. 
Davis,  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr.  Doug- 
las. Mr.  Wade,  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Grimes. 

Dec.  31st.  The  chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  had  not  been  able  to  agree 
upon  any  general  plan  of  adjustment. 

PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    COMMITTEE. 

Dec.  22d,  1860,  it  was  agreed  that  no 
proposition   shall   be   reported   as  adopted, 


unless  sustained  by  each  of  the  two  classes 
of  Senators  of  the  Committee — Senators  of 
the  Republican  party  to  constitute  one  class, 
and  Senators  of  other  parties  to  constitute 
the  other. 

Mr.  Crittenden  offered  his  amendments. 

The  first  article  was  lost-^yeas  6,  nays  7: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bigler,  Crittenden,  Doug- 
las, Himter,  Powdl.  Bice — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Collamer,  Davis,  Doolittle, 
Grimes,  Seward,  Toomhs,  Wade — 7. 

The  second  was  lost  under  the  ride — yeag 
8,  nays  5.  The  nays  were  Messrs.  Collamer, 
Doolittle,  Grimes,  Seward,  and  Wade. 

The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  articles  were 
lost  by  a  similar  vote  ;  also  the  sixth,  except 
that  Mr.  Grimes  did  not  vote. 

Mr.  Crittenden  then  submitted  a  Joint 
Resolution,  containing  four  propositions  : 

1.  That  the  Fugitive  Slave  law  is  in 
strict  pursuance  of  the  plain  and  mandatory 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  has  been 
sanctioned  as  valid  and  constitutional  by  the 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  slave-holding  States 
are  entitled  to  its  faithful  execution,  and 
laws  should  be  made  to  punish  those  who 
attempt,  by  rescue  or  other  illegal  means, 
to  hinder  or  defeat  its  execution. 

2.  Congress  recommends  the  repeal  of 
those  State  laws  which  conflict  with  the 
Fugitive  Slave  law  or  other  constitutional 
acts  of  Congress,  or  impede,  hinder  or  delay 
its  free  course  and  execution,  or  such  modi- 
fication of  them  as  may  prevent  their  being 
used  or  perverted  to  such  mischievous  pur- 
poses. 

3.  The  Fugitive  Slave  law  should  be  so 
amended  as  to  make  the  fee  of  the  Commis- 
sioner equal,  whether  his  decision  be  for  or 
against  the  claimant,  and  the  authority  to 
call  the  posse  comitatus  to  his  aid  should  be 
limited  to  cases  of  resistance,  or  danger  of 
resistance  or  rescue. 

4.  The  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave  trade  should  be  made  efiectual 
and  thorovighly  executed. 

The  first  was  lost  under  the  rule — yeas  8, 
nays  3 — Messrs.  Doolittle,  Grimes  and  Wade, 
voting  nay ;  Mr.  Collamer  and  Mr.  Seward 
not  voting. 

The  second  was  lost  under  the  ride — yeas 
7,  nays  4 — Messrs.  Collamer,  Doolittle,  Sew- 
ard, and  Wade,  voting  nay  ;  Mr.  Grimes  not 
voting. 

The  third  was  unanimously  agreed  to — 
yeas  13  ;  also  the  fourth. 

Mr.  Doolittle  moved  that  the  laws  should 
secure  to  the  alleged  fugitive  slave,  when  he 
shall  claim  that  he  is  not  a  fugitive  slave,  a 
jury  trial  before  he  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
claimant. 

Mr.  Toombs  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
the  words,  ^'inthe  State  from  which  he  fled." 
Agreed  to,  yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  limit  this  right 
to  cases  "  where  he  shall  have  been  out  of 
the  possession  of  the  claimant  for  more  than 
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two  years."  Lost — yeas  6,  nays  6.  Mr. 
Toombs'  motion  was  then  lost — yeas  3  (Big- 
ler,  Crittenden,  Grimes),  nays  9. 

Dec.  24th,  1860.  Mr.  Seward  submitted 
these  Resolutions : 

1.  No  amendment  'shall  be  made  to  the 
Constitution  which  will  authorize  or  g-ive  to 
Congress  the  power  to  abolish  or  interfere, 
within  any  State,  with  the  domestic  institu- 
tions thereof,  including  that  of  persons  held 
to  labor  or  service  by  the  laws  of  said  State. 

2.  The  Fugitive  Slave  act  of  18.50  shall  be 
so  amended  as  to  give  to  the  alleged  fugitive 
a  jury  trial. 

3.  The  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
shall  be  respectfully  requested  to  review  all 
of  their  legislation  affecting  the  right  of  per- 
sons recently  resident  in  other  States,  and 
to  repeal  or  modify  all  such  acts  as  may  con- 
travene the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
of  4he  United  States,  or  any  laws  made  in 
pursuance  thereof. 

The  first  was  agreed  to — yeas  11,  nays  2 
{Rice  and  Toombs.) 

Mr.  Toombs  moved  to  add  to  the  second 
the  words,  "  in  the  State  from  which  he  fled." 
Agreed  to — yeas  7,  nays  .5.  The  resolution 
as  amended  was  disagreed  to — yeas  6,  nays  7. 

Yras — Messrs.  Collamer,  DooUttle,  Doug- 
las, Grimes,  Seward,  Wade. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bigler,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Hunter,  Powell,  Bice,  Toombs. 

The  third  was  lost,  under  the  rule — yeas  7, 
nays  .5. 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bigler,  Collamer,  Critten- 
den. Doolittle,  Grimes,  Seward,  Wade. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Davis,  Hunter,  Powell 
Rice,  Toombs. 

Mr.  TooMBs'  *  propositions  were  then  neg- 
atived. 


*  They  were — 1st.  The  people  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  aa  equal  right  to  eniitjrate  to,  and  settle  in,  the  pres- 
ent or  any  future  acquired  territories,  with  whatever 
property  they  may  possess  (including  slaves),  and  be 
securely  protected  in  its  peaceable  enjoyment,  until  such 
Territory  may  be  admitted  as  a  State  in  the  Union,  with 
or  without  slavery,  as  she  may  determine,  on  an  equal- 
ity with  all  existing  States.  Ln-ft  under  the  rule — yeas 
7,  nays  5  'the  Republican  members). 

2.  That  property  in  slaves  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
protection  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in 
all  of  its  departments,  everywhere,  which  the  Constitu- 
tion confers  the  power  upon  it  to  extend  to  any  other 
property — this  not  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  every 
State  to  prohibit,  abolish,  or  establish,  and  protect  sla- 
very within  its  limits.  Lost  under  the  rule  by  the  same 
vote. 

3.  Persons  committing  crimes  against  slave  property  in 
one  SlutH  and  fleeing  to  another,  shall  be  delivered  up  as 
other  criiuiniils.     Lost  by  the  same  vote. 

4.  Congress  to  pass  laws  punishing  persons  engaged  in 
invasion  or  insurrection,  or  other  act  tending  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity  of  any  other  State.     Lost,  6  to  4. 

.'>.  Fu-iitive  slaves  not  to  have  benefit  of  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  or  trial  by  jury.     Lost,  7  to  .5.  as  before. 

6.  Congress  to  pass  no  law  in  relation  to  slavery  in  the 
States  or  Territories  or  elsewhere,  without  the  cousent  of  a 
majority  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  slave- 
holding  States.  Amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hitnter.  so 
as  to  add  :  "  and  also  a  mnjnrity  of  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  the  non-slaveholding  States,"  and 
then  lost — yeas  .5,  nays  6. 

7.  None  of  these  provisions,  or  others  in  the  Constitu- 
tion relating  to  slavery  (except  the  African  slave  trade), 
to  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States  in 
which  slavery  exists.  Lost,  6  to  5  (the  Republican 
members). 


Dec.  26,  1860.  Mr.  Seward  moved,  That 
under  the  4th  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
Constitution,  Congress  should  pass  an  efBc- 
ient  law  for  the  punishment  of  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  armed  invasion  of  any  State 
from  another,  by  combinations  of  individ- 
uals, and  punishing  all  persons  in  complicity 
therewith,  on  trial  and  conviction  in  the 
State  or  district  where  their  acts  of  com- 
plicity were  committed,  in  the  Federal  courts. 

Mr.  TooMBs  moved  to  add  :  ^'  And  also  all 
attempts  to  excite  insurrection  in  any  State 
by  the  people  of  any  other  State."  Agreed 
to — yeas  8,  nays  5  (Collamer,  Doolittle, 
Grimes,  Seward,  Wade). 

Mr.  Douglas  moved  to  add  :  '■'And  for  the 
suppression  and  jmnishment  of  conspiracies 
or  combinations,  in  any  State  or  Territory, 
with  intent  to  invade,  assail,  or  molest  the 
government,  inhabitants,  property,  or  insti- 
tutions of  any  other  State  or  Territory  of 
the  Union."     Agreed  to. 

On  the  resolution  as  amended,  the  ques- 
tion was  divided,  and  the  proposition  offered 
by  Mr.  Seward  was  agreed  to — yeas  9,  nays  3 
{Rice,  Toombs,  Wade)  ;  that  offered  by  Mr. 
Toombs  was  agreed  to ;  that  offered  by  Mr. 
Douglas  was  lost — yeas  6,  nays  6  (Collamer, 
Davis,  Doolittle,  Grimes,  Seward»  Wade). 
The  resolution  as  amended  by  Mr.  Toombs 
was  then  lost,  under  the  rule — yeas  7,  nays  5 
(Collamer,  Doolittle,  Grimes,  Seward,Wade). 

Mr.  Davis  submitted  a  proposition,  that 
it  shall  be  declared,  by  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  that  property  in  slaves,  recog- 
nized as  siieh  by  the  local  laws  of  any  of 
the  States  in  the  Union,  shall  stand  on  the 
same  footing  in  all  constitutional  and  federal 
relations  as  any  other  species  of  property 
so  recognized,  and  like  other  property  shall 
not  be  subject  to  be  divested  or  impaired 
by  the  local  law  of  any  other  State,  either  in 
escape  thereto  or  of  transit  or  sojourn  of  the 
owner  therein ;  and  in  no  case  whatever 
shall  such  property  he  subject  to  be  divested 
or  impaired  by  any  legislative  act  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  the  territories 
thereof.     This  was  lost — yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bigler,  Davis,  Hunter, 
Powell,  Rice,  Toombs. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Collamer,  Crittenden, 
Doolittle,  Grimes,  Seward,  Wade. 

December  28th,  1860.  Mr.  Crittenden 
submitted  a  proposition  relative  to  New 
Mexico,  which  was  lost — yeas  2,  (Crittenden 
and  Douglas,)  nays  11. 

Mr.  Bigler  submitted  a  proposition,  pro- 
posing seven  amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

1st.  Dividing  the  territory  now  owned  by 
the  United  States  by  a  line  from  east  to 
west  on  the  parallel  of  36°  30'. 

2d.  Dividing  the  territory  south  into  four 
territories,  the  territory  north  into  eight. 

3d.  Congress  to  provide  governments 
when  the  inhabitants  become  sufficiently 
numerous,  and  when  the  bona  fide  inhab- 
itants in  any  one  shall  be  equal  to  the  ratio  of 
representation  in  Congress,  it  shall  be  the 
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duty  of  the  President,  by  proclamation,  to 
announce  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union. 

4th.  In  territory  south,  involuntary  ser- 
vitude, as  it  now  exists  in  the  States  south 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  shall  be  recog- 
nized and  protected  by  all  the  departments 
of  the  Territorial  Governments ;  and  in  all 
territories  north,  involuntary  servitvide  ex- 
cept as  a  punishment  of  crime  shall  be  pro- 
hibited. 

5th.  Congress  shall  be  denied  power  to 
abolish  slavery  in  places  now  under  its  juris- 
diction within  slave  States  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  while  slavery  may  exist  in 
Virginia  or  Maryland. 

6th.  Non-slaveholding  States  shall  provide 
efficient  laws  for  the  delivery  of  fugitives 
from  labor  to  the  persons  to  whom  such 
service  or  labor  may  be  due. 

7th.  Neither  these  amendments  nor  the 
third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the 
third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  shall 
be  liable  to  further  amendment. 

This  proposition  was  determined  in  the 
negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Douglas's  propositions  were  then 
considered.     They  were : 

1st.  Congress  shall  make  no  law  in  re- 
gard to  slavery  or  servitude  in  the  terri- 
tories, but  the  status  of  such  territory  in 
this  respect  to  remain  as  at  present ;  and 
that  every  territory  might  form  a  Constitu- 
tion when  its  population  should  be  fifty 
thousand,  and  exercise  all  the  rights  of  self- 
government  ;  and  that  such  State  should  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  with  or  without 
slavery,  as  its  Constitution  should  provide, 
when  such  State  should  contain  a  popu- 
lation to  entitle  it  to  a  representation,  accord- 
ing to  the  federal  ratio  of  representation. 

2d.  No  more  territory  to  be  acquired  ex- 
cept on  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches 
of  Congress,  and  the  status  thereof  as  to 
servitude  to  remain  as  at  the  time  of  its 
acquisition,  until  altered  by  the  people  in 
framing  a  Constitution  as  aforesaid. 

3d.  Area  of  future  States  to  contain  not 
less  than  60,000,  nor  more  than  80,000  square 
miles. 

4th.  Extending  provisions  of  the  fugitive 
slave  law  to  the  new  States  and  Territories. 

5th.  Extending  thejudicial  power  of  the 
United  States  to  the  new  States  and  Terri- 
tories. 

6th.  Forbidding  the  exercise  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise  to  persons  of  the  African 
race,  in  whole  or  in  part. 

7th.  Giving  power  to  Congress  to  acquire 
territory  in  Africa  or  South  America  for 
colonization  of  iree  blacks. 

8th.  Prohibiting  Congress  from  abolishing 
slavery  in  any  places  in  any  slave  State 
without  the  consent  of  such  State. 

yth.  Prohibiting  Congress  from  abolish- 


ing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
without  the  consent  of  Maryland,  or  pre- 
venting persons  having  business  in  the  Dis- 
trict from  bringing  their  slaves  with  them 
and  taking  them  away  again. 

10th.  Prohibits  Coiigress  from  interfering 
with  the  inter-State  slave-trade. 

11th.  Provides  a  payment  in  cash  for  any 
fugitive  slave  who  cannot  be  arrested  by 
the  marshal  through  fear  of  mob  violence, 
etc. 

12th.  Provides  that  these  amendments 
and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article,  and  the  third  para- 
graph of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution,  shall  never  be 
amended,  and  prohibits  any  amendment 
authorizing  Congress  ever  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  States. 

Mr.  Douglas's  propositions  were  negatived. 
The  vote  on  the  first  vf  as,  yeas  2  (Crittenden 
and  Douglas.)  nays  11.  On  the  second, 
yeas  1,  nays  10.  On  the  third,  yeas  2,  nays 
11.  On  the/o«r^/i,  lost  under  the  rtde,  yeas 
8.  nays  5  (the  Republican  members).  The 
fifUi  was  lost,  nem  con.  The  sixth,  lost  under 
the  ride,  yeas  8,  nays  5  (the  Republican  mem- 
bers). The  seventh  was  adopted,  yeas  10, 
nays 3  (Davis,  Hunter,  Toombs).  The  eighth 
and  ninth  were  lost,  nem  con.  The  terdh  was 
amended,  and  negatived  under  the  ride,  yeas 
8,  nays  5  (the  Republican  members).  The 
eleventh  and  twelfth  were  negatived,  nem  con. 

Mr.  Rice  ofi'ered  a  proposition  to  settle  the 
territorial  question  by  admitting  at  once  into 
the  Union  as  a  State  all  the  territory  lying 
north  of  36°  30'  to  be  called  the  State  of 
Washington,  and  all  the  territory  lying 
south  of  36°  30'  to  be  called  the  State  of 
Jeflerson ;  and  in  each  case,  whenever  any  por- 
tion of  said  States  shall  contain,  within  an 
area  of  not  less  than  60,000  square  miles, 
130.000  inhabitants,  a  new  State  may  be 
formed — all  acts  organizing  territorial  gov- 
ernments to  be  repealed,  and  Congress  to 
appropriate  money  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  convention  to  form  constitutions. 

Mr.  Seward  moved  to  amend  by  adding : 
^^  except  so  much  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas 
as  is  contained  in  the  proposed  boundary 
of  the  Wyandot  Constitution."  Lost — yeas 
6,  nays  6,  Douglas  voting  aye  with  the  Re- 
publican members. 

Mr.  Rice's  resolution  was  lost — yeas  3 
[Bigler.  Davis.  Bice),  nays  10  (Co'llaraer, 
Crittenden,  Doolittle,  Douglas.  Grimes,  Hun- 
ter, Powell,  Seward,  Toombs,  Wade). 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Too.mbs,  the  committee 
then  agreed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  with 
their  journal,  the  fact  that  they  had  not 
been  able  to  agree  upon  any  general  plan  of 
adjustment.  

Other  Propositions  of  Adjustment- 
Other  propositions  Mere  made,  which  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  voted  on  in  either 
House,  or  a  committee  of  either : 
Mr.  Joseph  Lane,  Senator  from  Oregon, 
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offered  a  preamble  and  resolutions  reciting 
the  irreconcilable  differences  which  had 
arisen  between  the  North  and  South  on  the 
question  of  slavery  in  the  Territories,  and  the 
measures  that  had  been  from  time  to  time 
adopted  to  settle  the  ditliculties ;  that  the 
Southern  States  had  resolved  to  dissolve  the 
Union  rather  than  submit  to  the  principles 
embodied  in  the  Chicago  platform,  and  that 
the  mode  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
prescribed  by  that  instrument  itself  was  in- 
adequate to  the  emergency.  And  he  pro- 
posed to  the  several  States  to  send  delegates 
to  a  general  convention  to  devise  a  new  form 
of  government  and  requesting  the  delegates 
of  the  Southern  Statae  to  first  meet  in  con- 
vention, being  the  aggrieved  party,  to  confer 
and  submit  their  conclusions  to  the  dele- 
gates from  the  Northern  States,  and  declar- 
ing it  contrary  and  abhorrent  to  the  religion 
and  civilization  of  the  age  to  prevent  by  force 
any  State  from  taking  such  course  as  her 
safety  and  prosperity  might  require. 

Mr.  AxriREW  Johnson,  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, suljmitted  a  joint  resolution  propos- 
ing amendments  to  the  Constitution  in  sub- 
stance as  follows  : 

1st.  To  apportion  each  State  into  as  many 
districts  as  should  be  equal  in  number  to  the 
whole  number  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  to  which  such  State  should 
be  entitled,  and  that  in  every  such  district 
the  persons  receiving  the  highest  number  of 
votes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
should  be  holden  to  have  received  one  vote ; 
that  the  persons  receiving  the  vote  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  districts,  provided  it  should  be  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given, 
should  be  President  and  Vice  President,  but 
that  if  no  person  had  received  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  as  aforesaid,  then  a 
second  election  should  be  held  between  the 
two  persons  having  the  highest  numl)er  ot 
votes  at  the  first  election,  and  providing 
further  for  the  election  of  a  President  from 
the  free  States  and  Vice  President  from  a 
slave  State,  and  vice  versa,  every  four  years. 

2d.  Providing  for  an  election  of  United 
States  Senators  by  the  people  instead  of  by 
the  State  Legislatures. 

3d.  Limiting  the  tenure  of  office  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  to  twelve  years,  and  providing  for  an 
election  of  one-third  of  said  Judges  every 
fourth  year. 

Mr.  JoHxsoN  also  offered  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Committee  of  Thirteen  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
Constitution,  so  as  to  establish  a  division 
line  in  the  Territories ;  to  repeal  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  relative  to  the  return  of 
fugitive  slaves,  and  require  each  State  to  re- 
turn them  or  pay  their  cash  value  to  the 
owner ;  allowing  the  question  of  slavery  in 
dock-yards,  arsenals,  etc.,  to  be  regulated  by 
the  States  in  which  such  places  were  located ; 
restricting  Congress  from  abolishing  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  without  the  con- 


sent of  Maryland,  and  making  compensation 
to  the  owners  ;  and  also  from  interfering  with 
the  three-fifths  representation  of  slaves  or  the 
inter-State  trade ;  and  declaring  that  these 
amendments  should  never  be  amended. 


THE    BORDER    STATES    PROPOSITION. 

At  a  meeting  of  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives from  the  fourteen  border  free  and 
slave  States,  at  which  about  seventy-five 
gentlemen  were  present.  j\lr.  Crittenden 
acting  as  President,  and  Messrs.  Colfax  and 
Barrett  as  Secretaries,  the  following  propo- 
sitions were  submitted : 

By  Mr*  Barrett  of  Missouri.  Eleven 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  on  the 
slavery  question. 

By  Mr.  Pryor  of  Virginia.  That  an  at- 
tempt to  preserve  the  Union  between  the 
States  of  this  Confederacy  by  force  would  be 
equally  unconstitutional,  impolitic,  and  des- 
tructive of  Republican  liberty. 

By  Mr.  Vallandigham.  The  Crittenden 
resolutions. 

By  Mr.  Colfax.  That  the  laws  of  the 
Union  should  be  enforced  and  the  Union  of 
tlie  States  maintained ;  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  to  protect  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States  with  all  the  power 
placed  in  his  hands  by  the  Constitution. 

By  Mr.  Morris  of-  Illinois.  That  in  the 
maturing  any  plan  for  adjusting  the  existing 
difficultiesof  the  country  we  will  keep  steadily 
in  view  the  preservation  of  the  Union  under 
the  Constitution  as  a  paramount  considera- 
tion. 

All  of  the  above  propositions  after  some 
discussion  were  referred  to  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Crittenden  of  Kentucky, 
Harris  of  Maryland,  Sherman  of  Ohio, 
Nixon  of  New  Jersey,  Saulsbury  of  Dela- 
ware, Gilmer  of  North  Carolina,  Hatton  of 
Tennessee,  Pettit  of  Indiana,  Harris  of 
Virginia,  McClernand  of  Illinois,  Barrett 
of  Missouri,  Sebastian  of  Arkansas,  Vande- 
VER  of  Iowa,  and  Hale  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  committee  after  consultation  adopted 
the  following  propositions : 

Recommending  a  repeal  of  all  personal 
liberty  bills. 

An  efiScient  amending  of  the  fugitive  slave 
law,  preventing  kidnapping,  equalizing  com- 
missioners' fees,  etc. 

Amending  the  Constitution  so  as  to  pro- 
hibit interference  by  Congress  with  slavery 
in  the  States,  or  abolishing  it  in  any  places 
within  its  jurisdiction  without  the  consent 
of  the  State  in  which  such  places  are  located. 

Or  with  the  inter-State  slave  trade. 

Perpetual  prohibition  of  the  African  slave 
trade. 

Division  of  territory  into  free  and  slave 
on  the  line  of  36°  30',  prohibiting  Congress 
or  the  Territorial  Legislature  from  abolish- 
ing or  interfering  with  slavery  south  of  that 
line,  and  providing  for  admission  of  new 
States  with  population    sufficient  for  one 
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member  of  Congress  and  60,000  square  miles 
of  area. 

OTHER    PROPOSITIONS. 

Proposition  to  the  Hon.  James  Humphrey, 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Thirty-three 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  signed  by  John 
Cochrane.  "William  B.  Maolay,  Daniel  E. 
Sickles.  George  Briggs,  Thomas  J.  Barr, 
and  Horace  F.  Clark,  members  of  Congress 
from  said  State : 

1st.  Recommending  the  territorial  line  of 
36°  30'. 

2d.  Non-interference  of  Congress  with 
slavery  in  any  places  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  Congress  without  the  consent  of  the  States 
in  which  such  places  are  located. 

3d.  Change  in  the  mode  of  electing  Presi- 
dent, by  the  adoption  of  the  single  electoral 
district  system  for  the  election  of  Presiden- 
tial electors,  with  two  electors  at  large  for 
each  State ;  with  provision  for  a  second  elec- 
tion between  the  two  highest  candidates  in 
case  no  one  had  received  a  majority  on  the 
first  vote. 

4th.  Limiting  the  eligibility  to  the  Presi- 
dency to  one  term,  and  recommending  a 
change  in  the  fugitive  slave  law  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  dehvery  of  the  fugitive,  not 
to  his  master,  but  to  the  mar.shal  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  claimant  resided,  there  to 
be  tried  as  to  the  right  of  ownership ;  and  in 
case  of  unlawful  rescue,  etc.,  his  value  to  be 
paid  by  the  State  or  county  in  which  such 
rescue  occurred. 

A  "  distinguished  gentleman  of  Kentucky" 
proposed  to  so  amend  the  Constitution  as  to 
restrain  Congress  from  passing  any  law  to 
interfere  with  slavery  in  territory  south 
of  36°  30',  or  to  interfere  with  the  inter- 
State  slave  trade,  or  to  abolish  slavery  in 
places  belonging  to  the  General  Government 
within  the  limits  of  a  slave  State,  or  to  per- 
mit the  reopening  of  the  slave  trade,  or  to 
interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States  by  un- 
equal taxation  or  otherwise,  but  authorizing 
Congress  to  regulate  the  transit  of  slaves 
through  free  States,  and  to  authorize  the 
recapture  of  slaves  escaping  in  such  transit, 
and  to  give  compensation  to  the  owner  of 
the  slave  in  case  of  violent  rescue,  etc., 
making  it  compulsory  to  admit  new  States 
with  slave  constitutions,  and  to  prevent  and 
punish  unlawful  invasions  of  any  State 
with  a  design  to  excite  slave  insurrections. 

Mr.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart  offered  a  series  of 
resolutions  in  the  Senate  of  Virginia  to  the 
effect  that  the  slaveholding  States  should  be 
created  trustees  of  the  territory  south  of 
3G°  30',  and  the  free  States  trustees  of  the 
territory  north  of  that  line,  with  the  right 
to  regulate  the  question  of  slavery  in  either 
case  respectively. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  January 
12th,  1861,  proposed  a  plan  of  compromise 
by  amendments  to  the  Constitution  and 
Congressional  legislation  substantially  as  fol- 
lows : 


To  prohibit  Congress  from  interfering  with 
slavery  in  the  States,  in  places  under  Fed- 
eral jurisdiction  within  the  limits  of  a  slave 
State,  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  with 
the  iuter-State  slave  trade,  or  to  reopen  the 
slave  trade ;  from  acquiring  any  additional 
territory  except  by  a  concurrent  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  or 
by  treaty  ratified  by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate, 
and  to  adopt  the  single  electoral  district 
system,  with  two  electors  at  large  for  each 
State. 

Also,  to  so  amend  the  fugitive  slave  law 
as  to  give  the  same  compensation  to  the 
Commissioner  whether  the  slave  was  given 
up  or  not,  and  makii^  the  State  liable  for 
all  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the 
capture  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  for  compensa- 
tion to  the  owner  in  case  of  violent  rescue, 
etc.  To  admit  all  the  territory  north  of  36° 
30'  at  once  into  the  Union  as  a  State  to  be 
called  "Washington,"  and  all  south  of  that 
line  as  a  State  to  be  called  "  Jefferson,"  "with 
provision  for  the  sub-division  of  said  States 
into  two  or  more  States. 

Governor  Letcher,  of  Virginia,  in  his 
message  to  the  Legislature,  proposed  in  sub- 
stance the  following  plan  :  To  appoint  (Com- 
missioners to  visit  each  Northern  State  that 
had  passed  personal  liberty  bills  and  urge 
their  repeal,  guarantee  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  ecjual  rights  in  the  Terri- 
tories, free  transit  for  slave  property,  and 
the  inter-State  slave  trade,  punishment  of 
persons  aiding  in  any  way  in  inciting  slave 
insm-rections.  and  deprive  the  General  Gov- 
ernment of  the  power  to  appoint  to  office  in 
slave  States  persons  hostile  to  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery.  He  also  declared  strongly 
against  the  right  of  coercion,  and  that  the 
passage  of  Federal  trooj)s  across  Virginia 
for  such  purpose  woiild  be  repelled,  and  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  that  New  England 
and  Western  New  York  should  be  sloughed 
off  and  permitted  to  ally  themselves  with 
Canada. 

The  AJhany  Evening  Journal  proposed 
the  following  as  a  basis  of  settlement: 

1.  The  passage  of  an  efficient  but  not  re- 
volting fugitive  slave  law. 

2.  "The  repeal  of  personal  liberty  laws. 

3.  Non-intervention  by  Congress  with 
slavery  in  the  Territories. 

4.  'The  admission  of  Territories  as  States 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  they  may  decide, 
whenever  they  have  a  popjilation  entitling 
them  to  a  Eeprescntative  in  Congress. 

5.  Or  if  the  two  last  propositions  are  in- 
admissible, then  the  restoration  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  line. 

Hon.  Joseph  W.  Taylor  of  Alabama 
proposed  the  following: 

1st.  That  every  Southern  State  should 
meet  in  Convention  and  adopt  a  platform 
expressive  of  their  views  and  wishes  in  the 
present  crisis,  and  then  that  they  should  all 
meet  in  a  Southern  Convention  and  ado])t  a 
platform  setting  forth  all  that  they  had  to 
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demand,  with  a  request  that  the  people  of 
the  Northern  States  should  meet  in  a  simi- 
lar Convention  to  consider  said  demands. 

The  New  York  Sun  published  as  its  plan 
of  settli'ment:  » 

1st.  The  prompt  excision  by  amendment 
of  the  Constitution,  of  any  State  which  shall 
within  the  next  ten  years,  elect  by  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  her  inhabitants  to  secede  from 
the  Union. 

2d.  The  adoption  of  State  and  Federal 
laws  for  the  indemnification  of  owners  of 
slaves  who  should  be  rescued  by  force  or 
Otherwise  unlawfully. 

In  an  article  in  the  Baltimore  Exchange 
of  January  7th.  18G1,  it  was  proposed  as  a 
settlement  of  the  territorial  question,  to 
admit  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  as  a  State, 
and  then  amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to 
absolutely  prohibit  the  acquisition  in  the 
future  of  any  additional  territory  whatever, 
the  author  strongly  alleging  that  Republican 
Governments  had  more  to  fear  from  the  ex- 
pansion of  territory  than  from  any  other 
cause  whatever. 

BY  A  DISTIXGUISHED  CITIZEX   OF  NORTH  CARO- 
LINA. 

An  amendment  of  the  Constitution  in 
regard  to  the  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President,  providing  for  a  vote  of  ihe 
people  throughout  each  State  directly  for 
President  and  Vice  President ;  then  ascer- 
tain the  niunber  to  which  the  popular  vote 
ought  to  be  increased  by  reason  of  the  slave 
population,  and  let  that  be  divided  pro  rata 
between  the  several  sets  of  electors  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  strength,  then  let  the 
majority  of  each  set  of  electors  cast  the 
popular  vote  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  their  choice. 

A  writer  in  the  National  Intelligencer 
proposed  the  following :  That  Congress,  by 
joint  resolution,  should  declare  that  the  per- 
sonal liberty  bills  are  unconstitutional,  and 
the  States  should  repeal  them ;  that  Congress 
should  not  interfere  with  slavery  in  the 
States ;  that  no  more  territory  should  be 
acquired  except  by  consent  of  three-fourths 
of  the  States,  and  that  the  Dred  Scott  deci- 
sion should  govern  all  our  present  territory. 

In  a  letter  published  in  the  New  York 
Herald,  purporting  to  have  been  written  at 
Lexington.  Kentucky,  it  was  asserted  that 
John  C.  Breckinridge  was  in  favor  of  the 
Crittenden  Compromise,  and  that  the  Crit- 
tenden amendment  had  actually  been  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Breckinridge  and  a  Mr.  M.  C. 
Johnson  of  Lexington,  prior  to  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge's departure  for  Washington. 


Miscellaneous  Resolutions. 

ON    UNCONSTITUTIONAL     STATE     LAWS. 

December  17,  1860.  Mr.  Adrain,  of  New 
Jersey,  offered  the  following  : 

"Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and 


its  ready  and  faithful  observance  the  duty  of 
all  good  and  law-abiding  citizens, — 

'■'■Resolved.  That  we  deprecate  the  spirit  of 
disobedience  to  the  Constitution,  wherever 
manifested,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  the 
repeal  of  all  statutes,  including  personal  lib- 
erty bills,  so  called,  enacted  by  State  Legis- 
latures, which  are  in  conflict  with  and  in 
violation  of  that  sacred  instrument,  and  of 
the  laws  of  Congress  made  in  pursuance 
thereof" 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  154,  nays  14, 
as  folio  "vs : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams  of  Ky.,  Adrain,  Aldrich,  Allen, 
Anderson  of  Missouri,  Anderson  of  Ky.,  Astiley,  Avery, 
Babbitt,  Darr,  Barrttt,  Beiilo,  Bingham,  Blaii-,  Blake, 
Bocnclc,  Boteler,  Bouligny,  Branch,  Braytou,  Briggs,  Brmvn, 
Bulfinton,  Burlingame,  Burnett,  Burnham,  Butterfield, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Case,  Horace  F.  dark,  VUirlc  of  Missouri, 
Cohh,  John  Cochrane,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Covode,  Cox,  Craig 
of  Missouri,  Crayie.  of  North  Carolina,  Crawford,  Davis  of 
Indiana,  Dawes,  Dc  Jarnetie,  Delano,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edmund- 
son,  Ely,  English,  Etheridge,  Farnsworth,  i'enton.  Florence, 
Fouke,  Frank,  Garnett,  Uilmer,  Gooch,  Graham,  Grow, 
Halo,  Hall,  Hardeman,  Harris  of  Md.,  Harris  of  Va., 
Hatton,  Helmick,  Hill,  Hindman,  Hohrum,  Hofuston,  Hriw- 
ard  of  Ohio,  Hughes,  Humphrey,  Irvine,  Jenkins,  Jones, 
Junkin,  Kellogg  of  Michigan,  Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Killinger, 
Landrum,  Larrabee,  Leach  of  N.  Carolina,  Leake,  Lee,  Lo- 
gan. Lougnccker,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Maclay,  Mallory,  Martin 
of  Ohio,  Martin  of  Ta.,  Maynard,  McClemand,  McKean, 
McKenty,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Millward,  Montgomery, 
Moore  of  Ky.,  Moorhead,  Morris  of  Penn'a,  Morris  of  111, 
NMack,  Nixon,  jS^oell,  Oliu,  Palmer,  PendUUm,  Pettit, 
Peyton,  Porter,  Pottle,  Pryor,  Quarles,  Reagan,  J.  H.  Rey- 
nolds, Rice,  Riogs,  Robinson,  Koyce,  Ruffm,  Scott,  Scran- 
ton,  Sherman,  Sickles,  Simms,  Smith  of  N.  C.,  Spaidding, 
Stanton,  Slcvensrm,  Stewart  of  Pa.,  Stokes,  Thayer,  Thomas, 
Tompkins.  Train,  Trimble,  Vance,  Verree,  Wade,  Waldron, 
Walton,  Washburne  of  111.,  Webster,  Wilson,  Wood,  Wood- 
son, Wright — 154. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alley,  Carey,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Hutchins, 
P'ltter,  E.  It.  Reynolds,  Sedgwick,  Spinner,  Tappan,  Vande- 
ver,  Washburn  of  Wi8con8in,Washburn  of  Maine,  Wells — 14. 

The  preamble  was  agreed  to — yeas  156, 
nays  none. 

ON   THE    union. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Illinois,  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

"Resolved,  Sj'c,  That  we  properly  estimate 
the  immense  value  of  our  National  Union  to 
our  collective  and  individual  happiness ;  that 
we  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immova- 
ble attachment  to  it ;  that  we  will  speak  of 
it  as  of  the  palladium  of  our  political  safety 
and  prosperity  ;  that  we  will  watch  its  pre- 
servation with  jealous  anxiety ;  that  we  will 
discountenance  whatever  may  suggest  even 
a  suspicion  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  aban- 
doned, and  indignantly  frown  doyra  the  first 
dawning  of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any 
portion  of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  en- 
feeble the  sacred  ties  which  now  hnk  to- 
gether the  various  parts ;  that  we  regard  it 
as  a  main  pillar  of  the  edifice  of  our  real 
independence,  the  support  of  our  tranquillity 
at  home,  our  peace  abroad,  our  safety,  our 
prosperity,  and  that  very  liberty  which  we 
so  highly  prize  ;  that  we  have  seen  nothing 
in  the  past,  nor  do  we  see  any  thing  in  the 
present,  either  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States,  or 
from  any  other  existing  cause,  to  justify  its 
dissolution  ;  that  we  regard  its  perpetuity  as 
of  more  value  than  the  temporary  triumph 
of  any  party  or  any  man ;  that  whatever 
evils  or  abuses  exist  under  it  ought  to  be 
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corrected  within  the  Union,  in  a  peaceful 
and  Constitutional  way ;  that  we  believe  that 
it  has  sufficient  power  to  redress  every  wrong 
and  enforce  every  right  growing  out  of  its 
organization  or  pertaining  to  its  proper 
functions  ;  and  that  it  is  a  patriotic  duty  to 
stand  by  it,  as  our  hope  in  peace  and  our  de- 
fence in  war." 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  115,  nays  44, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams  of  Kentiicky,  Adrain,  AWrich, 
AlUn,  Alley,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Beale,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  Briggs,  Buffiuton, 
Burlingame,  Burnham,  Butterfield,  Campbell,  Carey,  Car- 
ter, Case,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Covode,  Cox,  Davis  of  Indiana, 
Dawes,  Delano,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot, 
y,\y,English,  Etheridge,  Earnsworth,  Eenton,  Foster,  Frank, 
French,  Gooch,  Graham,  Grow,  Hale,  Hall,  Harris  of  Md., 
Helmick,  Hickman,  Hoard,  Holman,  Howard  of  Ohio, 
Humphrey,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  Junkin,  Kellogg  of  Jlich.,  Ken- 
yon,  Kilgore,  Killiuger,Leaeh  of  Mich., Lee,  Logan,  Longneck- 
er,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Martin  of  Ohio,  McClei-rmnd,  McKean, 
McKenfy,  McKniglit,  McPherson,  Montgomery,  Moorbead, 
Morris  of  Pa.,  Morris  of  Illinois,  Kihlack,  Nixon,  Olin, 
Palmer,  Perry,  Pettit,  Porter,  Potter,  Pottle,  E.  R.  Reynolds, 
J.  H.  Reynolds,  Rice,  Biggs,  Rohinsrm  of  111.,  Royce,  Scranton, 
Sedgwick,  Sherman,  Spaulding.  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stewart 
of  Pa.,  Stokes,  Tappan,  Thayer,  Tompkins,  Train,  Trimble, 
Vandever,  Verree,  Wade,  Waldron,  Walton,  Washburne  of 
111.,  Washburn  of  Maine,  Wells,  Wilson,  Wood— 115. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Missouri,  Avery,  Barlcsdale, 
Bouligny,  Branch,  Burnett,  Clark  of  Missouri,  Cloptrm, 
Cobb,  Crawford,  Curry,  De  Jarnette,  Edmundson,  Florence, 
Garnett.  Gartrell,  Hardeman,  Hill,  Hivdman,  Hughes,  Jack- 
ton.  Jenkins,  Jones,  Landrum,  Leach  of  N.  C,  Leake,  Martin 
of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  NoeU,  Pryor,  Quarles,  Rea- 
gan, Kuffin,  Scott,  Sickles,  Singleton,  Smith  of  Va.,  Stall- 
vxirtii.  Stevenson,  Thomas,  Underwood,  Vance,  Webster, 
Wright — 44. 

THE   CONSTITUTION    AND    SLAVERY. 

Mr.  Ckawfoed,  of  Georgia,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  recognizes  property  in  slaves. 
That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has 
passed  laws  to  aid  slaveholders  in  recaptur- 
ing their  slaves  whenever  they  escape  and 
make  their  way  into  the  free  States.  That 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
have  decided  that  negroes  were  not  included 
either  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  or 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ex- 
cept as  slaves ;  and  that  they  cannot  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  And  we,  the 
members  of  this  House,  hereby  sustain  and 
will  support  this  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  laws,  and  said  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court." 

Dec.  18th.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  which  was  rejected 
— yeas  89,  nays  92.  Subsequently  a  motion 
was  made  to  reconsider  this  vote,  and  the 
House  refusing — yeas  87,  nays  91 — to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Sherman  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table  was  agreed  to — yeas  88,  nays  81, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Aldricb,  Allen,  Alley,  Babbitt,  Beale, 
Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  Buffinton,  Burlingame, 
Butterfield,  Carev,  C.irter,  Clase,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Covode, 
Curtis,  Dawes,  Delano.  Duell,  Kdgcrton.  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely, 
Famsworth,  Feiiton,  K.->st.r,  Kiatik,  (iooch,  (irahani.  Grow, 
Gurley,  Hale,  Hall,  llihiiiik,  llirkinan,  H.iard,  Hutchins, 
Irvine,  .luukin,  Francis  VV.  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Kilgore, 
Killinger,  t)o  Witt  C.  Leach,  Lee,  Longnecker,  Loomis, 
Lovejoy,  McKian,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Millward,  Moor- 
head,  Edward  Joy  Morris,  Morse,  Perry,  Pettit,  Porter, 
Pottle,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  ,lohn  H.  Reynolds,  Rice,  Royce, 
Sedgwick,  Shermau,  Spaulding,   Spinner,  Stantou,  William 


Stewart,  Tappan,  Theaker,  Tompkins,  Train,  Trimble,  Tan- 
dever,  Verree,  Wade,  Waldron,  Walton,  Cadwalader  C. 
Washburn,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells, 
Wilson,  Wood— 88. 

Nays — Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Adrain,  Thomas  L.Ander- 
son, Ashley,  Barksdale,  Barrett,  Bocock,  Boteler,  Boyce, 
Brigg^Brown,  Burnett,  Hoi-ace  P.  Clark,  John  B.  Clark, 
Clemens,  Cloptxm,  Cobb,  John  Cochrane,  Cor,  James  Craig, 
Burton  Craige,Crawford,  Curry,  John  G.  Davis,  De  Jarnette, 
Edmundson,  English,  Florence,  Fo^tke,  Gartrell,  Gilmer, 
Hardeman,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  John  T.  Harris.  Hatton,  Hill, 
Hindman,  Hnlman,  Hughes,  Jackson,  Jones,  Kunkel,  Land- 
rum,  Larrabee,  Jas.  M.  Leach,  Leake,  Logan,  Maclny, 
Mallory,  Elbert  S.  Martin,  McClemand,  McKevty,  Jllrmt- 
grnnery,  Laban  T.  Moore,  Sydenham  Moore,  Isaac  N.  Morris, 
Nihlack,  Noell,  Pendleton,  Peytmi,  Pryor,  Pugh.  Quarles, 
Reagan,  Riggs,  Scott,  Sickles,  Simms,  SIngletrm,  Wm.  Smith, 
Wm.  N.  H.  Smith,  Stallwm-th,  Stevenson,  James  A.  Stewart, 
Stokes,  Thomas,  Underwood,  Vance,  Webster,  Woodson, 
Wright—Sl. 

APPROVAL  OF  MAJOR  ANDERSON's  COURSE. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January 
7th,  1861,  this  resolution  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Adrain,  of  New  Jersey,  and  adopted — 
yeas  125,  nays  56. 

"Resolved,  That  we  fully  approve  the  bold 
and  patriotic  act  of  Major  Anderson  in  with- 
drawing from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sumter, 
and  of  the  determination  of  the  President  to 
maintain  that  fearless  officer  in  his  present 
position ;  and  that  we  will  support  the  Presi- 
dent in  all  constitutional  measures  to  enforce 
the  laws  and  preserve  the  Union." 

VOTE. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  A.(i!ims,  Adrain, 
Aldrich,  Allen,  Alley,  W.C.  Anderson,Ashley.Bal)bitt,Beale, 
Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  Briggs,  Buffinton,  Burlin- 
game, Campbell,  Carey,  Carter,  Clemens,  Coburn.  J.Cochrane, 
Colfax,  Corwin,  Covode,  Cor.  Curtis,  H.  W.  Davis,  J.  G.  Davis, 
Dawes,  Delano,  Dimmick,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards, 
Eliot,  Ely,  Etheridge,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Ferry,  Foster, 
Fouke,  Frank,  Froncli,  G<M)ch,  Grow,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hall, 
Haskin,  Ilelmick, Hickman,  Hoard,  Holnuin,  IVilliam  How- 
ad,  William  A.  Howard,  Humphrey,  Hutchins,  Irvine, 
Junkin,  Francis  W'.  Kellogg,  M'illiam  Kellogg,  Kenytm, 
Kilgore,  Larrabee,  De  Witt  C.  Leach,  Logan,  Longnecker, 
Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Maclay,  Marstou,  Charles  D.  Martin, 
McClemand,  McKean,  McKenty,  McKnight,  McPherson, 
Millward,  Montgomery.  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Edward  Joy 
Morris,  Morse,  Nixon,  Olin,  Palmer.  Perry,  Pettit,  Porter, 
Pottle,  Edwin  K.  Reynolds,  Rice,  TJiV/'/a',  Christopher  Robin- 
son, James  C.  R()ljins(m,  Royce,  Sedgwick,  Sherman,  Sickles, 
Spaulding,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stevens,  William  Stewart, 
Stratton,  Tappan,  Thayer,  Theaker,  Tompkins,  Train, 
Trimble,  Vandever,  Wade,  Waldron,  Walton,  Cadwalader  C. 
Washburn,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Wells,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Wood— 125. 

Nays — Messrs.  Thomas  L.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barlcsdale, 
Barrett,  Bocock,  Bouligny,  Branch,  Brinvn,  Burch,  Burnett, 
John  B.  Clark,  Clapton,  Cobb,  James  Craig,  f'rau'ford,  De 
Jarnette,  Florence,  Garnett,  Gartrell,  Gilmor,  Hamilton,  Har- 
deman, John  T.  Harris,  llatton,  Hawkins,  Hill,  Hindman, 
Houston,  Hughes,  Jones,  Kunkel,  Loiidrum.  .Intnes  M. Leach, 
Lwe,  Mallory,  Elbert  S.  Martin,  Maynard,  McRae,  Laban 
T.  Moore,  Sydenham  Moore,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pryor,  Quarles, 
Reagan,  Rust.  Scott,  Simms,  Singletnn,Vi iWiam  N.  H.  Smith, 
Stevenson,  Stokea,  VaUandigham,  Vance,  Webster,  WriylU 
—56. 

COERCION. 

December  31st.  Mr.  Pryor  offered  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  any  attempt  to  preserve 
the  Union  between  the  States  of  this  Con- 
federacy by  force  would  be  impracticable 
and  destructive  to  republican  liberty. 

Mr.  Stanton  moved  to  lay  this  upon  the 
table,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  98,  nays 
55,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams  of  Mass.,  Adams  of  Ky.,  j4dra»n, 
Aldrich,  Allen,linhbiU,  Beale,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Bray- 
ton, Briggs,  Buffinton,  Burlingame,  Burnham,  Campltell, 
Carey,  Case,  CLemen.%  Colfax,  Conkling,  Cor,  Davis  of  Inil., 
Dawes,  Duell,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Ely,  Etheridge,  Farnsworth, 
Fenton,  Foster,  Fouke,  French,  Gooch,  Grow,  Hale,  Harris 
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of  Md^  Hatton,  Helmick,  Hill,  Holman,  Howard  of  Ohio, 
Howard  of  Michigan,  Humphrey,  Hutchins,  Juukin,  Kel- 
logg ^  f  Mich.,  Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Larrahee,  Leach  of  Mich., 
Le'eT  Lcngnecker,  Loomis,  Luvejoy,  Marston,  3/ar(m  of  Ohio, 
Maynard.  McKean,  McKmty,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Mont- 
gomfrf/,  Moore  of  Ky.,  Morris  of  Pa.,  Morris  of  111.,  Jlorse, 
JS^oell,'  Olin,  Palmer,  P,ndletnn,  Perry,  Pettit,  Porter, 
Qiiarles,  Reynolds,  Robinson  of  Rhode  Island,  Robinson  of 
111.,  Koyce,  Sherman,  Spaulding,  Stanton,  Stevens,  Stokes, 
Tappan,  Thayer,  Theaker,  Vance,  Vandever,  Verree,  Wade, 
Walton,  Washburn  of  Wisconsin,  Washburne  of  Illinois, 
Webster,  Wilson,  Windom — 98. 

N.\TS — Messrs.  Alley,  Aiiderson  of  Mo.,  Ashley,  Avery, 
Brrlcidalt,  Barrr.tt,  Bocock,  Branch,  Burch,  Clark  of  Mo., 
Glypton.  Chh.  John  Cochrane,  Crai<j of  yio.,  Crawford,  Curry, 
Curtis,  De  Jarnette,  Dunn,  Edmundson,  Florence,  Garnett, 
G'lrtrell,  Uirdeman,  Harris  of  Va.,  Hindman,  Houston, 
Hufhj's,  Jacks'in,  Jenkins,  Jones,  Leach  of  N.  C,  Logan,  Love, 
Mirtln  of  Va.,  McCkrnand,  McRae,  Moore  of  Ala.,  Niblack, 
P'i'/ton,  Pry  or,  Puf/h,  Riffffs,  Rust,  Scott,  Sickles,  Singleton, 
Spinner,  Tiomns,  Vallandigham,  Wells,  Whiteley,  Winslow, 
Woodson,  Wright — 55. 

NON-IXTERFERENCE      WITH       SLAVERY     IN       THE 
STATES. 

February  lltla,  1861.  Mr.  Sherman  of 
Ohio,  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  neither  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  nor  the  people  or  gov- 
ernments of  the  non-slaveholding  States 
have  the  constitutional  right  to  legislate 
upon  or  interfere  with  slavery  in  any  of 
the  slaveholding  States  in  the  Union. 

Which  were  agreed  to — yeas  102,  nays 
none. 

Teas — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Aldrich, 
Alien,  Thimias  L.  Anderson,  William  C.  Anderson,  Avery, 
Babbitt,  Barr,  Barrett,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Bocock, 
Boteler,  Brabson,  Brayton,  Briggs,  Bristow,  Brown,  BufBn- 
ton,  Burch,  Burlingame,  Burnett,  Butterfield,  Campbell, 
Carey,  Carter,  Casa, Horace  F.  Clark,  John  B.  Clark,  Cobpna., 
John  Cochrane,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Corwin,  Covode,  Cox,  Jos. 
Craig,  Curtis,  Dawes,  Delano,  bimmick,  Duell,  Dunn,  Ed- 
mundson, Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  English,  Etheridge,  Farne- 
■worth.  Ferry,  Florence,  Foster,  Frank,  French,  Oarnett, 
Gilmer,  Gooch,  Graham,  Grow,  Gurley,  Hall,  7/ynH?^0H,  .T. 
Morrison  Harris,  Jb/m  T.  Harris,  Uttskin,  Hatton,  Hdmick, 
Hoard,  Holman,  William  Howard,  Willi;im  A.  lIo\vard, 
Hughes,  Humphrey,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  Js7ikins,  Jnnkin, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Killinger,  Larrabee,  Leake, 
Lee,  Lovejoy,  Maclay,  Mallory,  Miirston,  Elbert  S.  Martin, 
MajTiard,  McClemand,  McKean,  McKenty,  McKnight,  Mc- 
Pherson, Millson,  Millward,  Montgomery,  Laban  T.  Moore, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Edward  .Toy  Morris,  Isaac  N.  Morris, 
Morse,  Nelson,  Niblack,  Nixon,  Noell,  Palmer,  Perry,  Pettit, 
Peyton,  Phelps,  Porter,  Potter,  Pottle,  Pr^or,  Quarles,  John 
H.  Reynolds,  Rico,  Riggs,  Christopher  Robinson,  Royce, 
Scranton,  Sedgwick,  Sherman,  .Sic.V^^s,  William  N.  H.  Smith, 
Spauldiug,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stevenson,  William  Stewart, 
Stokes,  Stout,  Stratton,  Tappan,  Thayer,  Theaker,  Thomas, 
Tompkins,  Train,  Trimble,  Vallandigham,  Vance,  Vande- 
ver, Van  Wyck,  Verree,  Wade,  Waldron,  Walton.  Cadwala- 
der  C.  Wasliburn,  Elihu  B.  Washburne,  Webster,  Wells, 
Whiteley.  Wilson,  Windom,  Winslow,  Woodson — 162. 

Nats— None. 
BILL     TO     RE-ORGANIZE     THE     MILITIA     OF     THE 
DISTRICT    OF  COLUMBIA. 

January  28th,  1860.  Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio, 
reported  from  the  Military  Committee  a  bill 
providing  that  every  officer,  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  musician,  and  private  of  the 
militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall 
take  and  subscribe  to  the  oath  required  by 
the  eighteenth  section  of  the  act  approved 
January  11,  1812,  the  name  of  any  person 
refusing  to  be  stricken  from  the  roll,  or  if 
an  officer  his  commission  to  be  forfeited. 

The  rules  were  suspended — yeas  116,  nays 
41.  to  permit  its  introduction,  and  it  was 
finally  passed — yeas  120,  nays  42,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  A.i\nTiVi.  Adrain, 
Aldrich.  Alley,  William  C.  Anderson.  Ashley,  Babbitt.  Benle, 
Bingham,  Blair,  Blake, Brayton,  Briggs,  Bristow,  Puffinton, 


Bnrnham,  Butterfield,  Campbell,  Carey,  Case,  Cobum,  Col- 
fax, Conkling,  Covode,  Curtis,  H.  Winter  Davis,  John  G. 
Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Duell,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Etheridge, 
Fenton,  Foster,  Frank,  French.  Gilmer,  Gooch, Grow,  Gurley, 
Hale,  J  Morrison  Harris,  Helniick,  Hoard,  Holman,  Wil- 
liam Hnvard,  William  A.  Howard,  Humphrey,  Hutchins, 
Irvine,  Junkin.  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Ken- 
yon, Killinger,  De  Witt  C.  Leach,  Lee,  Longnecker,  Loomis, 
Lovejoy,  Mallory,  Marston,  Charles  D.  Martin,  McClemand, 
McKean,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Montgomery,  Laban  T. 
Moore,  Moorhead,  Monill,  Edward  Joy  Morris,  L'.aac  y. 
Morris,  Morse,  Nelson,  Niblack,  Nixon,01in,  Palmer,  Perry, 
Potter,  Pottle,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  John  H.  Reynolds,  Rice, 
Riggs,  Christopher  Robinson,  Roj'ce,  Scranton,  Sedgwick, 
Sherman,  Somes,  Spauldiug,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stevens,  Wm. 
Stewart,  Stokes,  Stratton.  Tappan,  Thayer,  Theaker,  Tomp- 
kins, Train,  Trimble,  Vandever,  Van  Wyck,  Wade,  Waldron. 
Walton,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburn,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne, 
Webster,  Wells,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood,  Woodruff — 119. 

Nats — Messrs.  Avery,  Bocock,  Boteler,  Branch,  Brown, 
Burnett,  Horace  P.  Clark,  John  B.  Clark,  James  Craig, 
Burton  Craige,  Be  Jarnette,  Edmundson,  Florence,  Fonke, 
Garnett,  John  T.  Harris,  Hatton,  Hindman,  Hughes,  Kun- 
fce?,  James  M.  Leach,  ienl-e,  Logan,  Maclay,  Elbert  S.  Mar- 
tin, Maynard,  McKenty,  Millson,  Pendleton,  Peyton,  Pryor, 
Qnarles,  James  C.  Rofnnson,  Scott,  Simms,  William  N.  I[. 
Smith,  Stevenson,  Thomas,  Vance,  Whiteley,  Winslow, 
Wright— i2. 

The  bill  was  debated  in  the  Senate,  re- 
committed, re-reported,  but  objected  to  l)y 
Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Green,  and  others,  and  not 
finally  disposed  of. 

BILL   TO    SUPPRESS    INSURRECTION. 

February  18th.  Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio,  re- 
ported  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
afi'airs  a  bill  enacting  : 

That  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  the 
28th  day  ofFebruary,  in  the  year  1795.  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those 
purposes,"  and  of  the  act  approved  the  3d  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  1807,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  employment  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  cases  of 
insurrections,"  are  hereby  extended  to  the 
case  of  insurrections  against  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

That  the  President  in  any  case  in  which 
it  may  be  lawful  to  use  either  the  militia  or 
the  military  and  naval  force  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  may  accept 
the  services  of  such  volunteers  as  may  offer 
their  services,  as  cavalry,  infantry,  or  artil- 
•»lery,  organized  in  companies  of  the  maxi- 
mum standard,  squadrons  and  regiments, 
respectively,  according  to  the  mode  pre- 
scribed for  the  organization  of  the  respec- 
tive arms  in  the  military  establishment  of 
the  United  States ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  to  commission  the  officers  of 
such  companies,  battalions,  squadrons,  and 
regiments,  in  their  respective  grades,  to 
continue  till  discharged  from  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  and  such  volunteers, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  same  pay  and 
emoluments  as  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
same  grade  in  the  regular  service. 

A  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was  negatived 
—yeas  68,  nays  1*09,  as  follows  : 
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Yeas — Messrs.  Thomas  L.  Anderson,  William  C.  Amlcr- 
«on,  Averi/,  Barr,  Barrett,  Bocock,  Bouligny,  Briib.son, 
Branch,  Bristow,  Brown,  Burch,  Burnett,  Horace  F.  Clark, 
John  B.  Clark,  John  Cochrane,  Cox,  James  Craig,  Burton 
Craitje,  John  G.  Davis,  De  Jarnette,  Eclmumhon,  EtuiUsh, 
Etheridge,  Florence.  Garnett,  Giluier,  J.  MoniBuii  Harris, 
John  T.  Harris,  Hatton,  Himiman,  William  Howard, 
Hughes,  Kunkel,  Larrahee,  James  M.  Leach,  Leake,  Logan, 
Miclay,  Mallory,  Mayaard,  McKenty,  Millson,  Laban  T. 
Jlciors,  Isaac  JV'.  Morris,  Ifelson,  Niblack,  Noell,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pryor,  Quarles,  James  C.  Robinson,  Ritffin,  Rust, 
Scott,  SiMes,  Simms,  William  N.  H.  Smith,  Stokes,  Slnul, 
Thomas,  Vallandigham,  Yance,  Webster,  Winslo^w,  Wood- 
ton,    Wright— e$. 

Navs — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Adrain,  Aldrich,  Allen, 
Alley,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Braytim, 
Bviggs,  Buffinton,  Biirlingame,  Buruham,  Butterlield, 
Campbell,  Carey,  Carter,  Case,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Conway, 
Corwin,  Covode,  H.  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Diiell, 
Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Farnsworth,  Fen- 
ton,  Frank,  French,  Graham,  Grow,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hall, 
Helmick,  Hickman,  Hoard,  William  A.  Howard,  Hutchins, 
Irvine,  junkin,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg, 
Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Killinger,  De  Witt  C.  Leach,  Lee,  Long- 
necker,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Marston,  McKean,  McKnigbt, 
McPherson,  Montgomery,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Morse,  Nixon, 
Olin,  Palmer,  Perry,  Pettit,  Porter,  Potter,  Pottle,  Edwin  K. 
Reynolds,  John  H.  Reynolds,  P.iee,  Riggs,  Christopher  Bob- 
inson,  Royce,  Scranton,  Sedgwick,  Sherman,  Somes,  Spauld- 
ing,  Spinner,  Stevens,  William  Stewart,  Stratton,  Tappan, 
Thayer,  Theaker,  Tompkins,  Train,  Trimble,  Vandever,  Van 
■Wyck,  Wade,  Walilron,  Walton,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburn, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Wells,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood, 
Woodruff— 109. 

19th.  A  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was 
negatived — yeas  68,  nays  105.  The  yeas 
were  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adrain,  Allen,  Thomas  L.  Anderson,  Wm. 
C.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barr,  Bocock,  Boteler,  Bouligny, 
Brabson,  Branch,  Bristow,  Burch,  Burnett,  Horace  F.  Clark, 
John  B.  Hark,  John  Cochrane,  Cox,  James  Oraig,  Burton 
Craiije,  John  G.  Davis,  De  Jarnette,  Edmundson,  English, 
Etheridge,  Florence,  Fouke,  Garnett,  Gilmer,  Hamilton,  J. 
Mnrrisiin  Harris,  JoAre  T. //arn's,  Hatton,  Hindman,  Wm. 
lloiriird.  Hiuihrs.  Kunkel,  Larrahee,  James  M.  Leach. 
L>uk,\  Marlay.  Mallory,  Charles  D.  Martin,  Elbert  S.  Martin, 
Maynard,  MrKenty,  Millson,  Laban  T.  Moore,  Nelson,  Nih- 
lark,  Xoell,  Peyton,  Pryor,  Quarles,  Riggs,  James  C.  Robin- 
son, Rujjin,  Rust,  Scott,  Simms,  Stokes,  Stout,  Thomas,  Val- 
landigham, Vance,  Winslow,  Worxlson,  Wright — 68 

26th.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Corwin  of  Ohio, 
the  bill  was  postponed  till  the  28th,  to  take 
up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Thirty- 
three,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  100,  nays 
74,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Adrain,  Tlios.  L.  Anderson, 
Wm.  C.  An<ierson,  Avery,  Barr,  Burrett,  Bocock,  Boteler, 
Bouligny,  Brabson,  £;'.iJic/i,  Briggs,  Bristow,  5)o(('»),  Burch, 
Burnett,  Campbell,  Horace  F.  Clark,  John  B.  dark,  .Tohn 
Cochrane,  Corwin,  Cox,  Jas.  Craig,  Burton  Oraige,  H.  Winter 
Davis,  John  G.  Davis.  De  Jarnette,  Edmundson.  Etheridge, 
Florence.  Fuike.  Garncll.  (Jiliner.  Hale.  Hall,  Hamilton.  J. 
Morrison  n:in\y.Juo.  T.  H.irris.  Hatton,  Ho/mnn.  Wm.  Hntc- 
ard.  Hughes.  Jenkins.  .Iwnkin.Vt' .  Kellngg,  Kilgore,  Kunkel, 
Larrahee.  .lames  M.  Leach,  Leake.  Lnami.  Maclaij,  Mallorv, 
Charles  I>.  Martin.  Elbert  S.  Martin.  Maynard.  McClernan'd, 
McKenty,  McKiiight,  McPherson.  .Millson.  Millward.  Mont- 
gomery, Laban  T.  Moore,  Moorhcail,  E<lward  Joy  Slorris, 
Isaac  iV.  Morris,  Nelson,  Aililack,  Nixon,  Noell,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pryor,  Quarles,  John  H.  Bevnolds,  Riggs,  James  C. 
Robin  yon,  Buffin,  Scranton,  ^^A-fesAwnis.  William  N.  H. 
S^nnth.  Slercnson,  Janus  A.  Stewart,  Wra.  Stewart,  Stokes, 
Slout.  Stratton,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Vallandigham,  Vance, 
Verree.  Webster,  Winslow,  Wood,  Woodson,  Wright — 100. 

Nays — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Alley,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Beale,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  Buffinton,  Burlin- 
game,  Hni  idiani,  Biittcrfield,  Carev,  Carter,  Case,  Coburn, 
Colfax,  Conkling,  Cnrlis.  Delano.  Duell,  Edgerton,  Edwards, 
Eliot,  Fly,  Farnsworth.  Fenton.  Ferry.  Gooch.  Grow,  Gurley, 
JIaskin.  Hickman,  Hoard,  William  A.  Howard,  Hutchins, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  De  Witt  C.  Leach,  Lee,  Long- 
necker,  Locmiis,  Lovejoy,  Marston,  Morrill,  Morse,  Olin, 
Palmer,  Porter,  Potter,  Pottle,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  Cliristo- 
pher  Robinson,  Royce,  Sedgwick,  Spaulding,  Spinner, 
Stanton,  Stevens.  Tappan,  Theaker,  Tompkins,  Train,  Trim- 
ble, Wade,  Waldron,  Walton,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburn, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Wells,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodruff 
—74. 

The  bill  was  not  a^jain  reached. 


BILL    TO     PROVIDE    FOR     THE     OOLLECTXON     OF 
DUTIES    ON    IMPORTS. 

January  3d,  1860.  Mr.  Bingham  of  Ohio, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary a  bill  providing — 

That  whenever  by  reason  of  unlawful  ob- 
structions, combinations  or  assemblages  of 
persons,  it  shall  become  impracticable,  in 
the  judgTuent  of  the  President,  to  execute 
the  revenue  laws  and  collect  the  duties  on 
imports  in  the  ordinary  way  in  any  collec- 
tion district,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
dent to  direct  that  the  custom-house  for 
such  district  be  established  and  kept  in  any 
secure  place  within  some  port  or  harbor  of 
such  district,  either  upon  land  or  on  board 
any  vessel ;  and  that,  in  that  case,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  reside  at  such 
place,  and  there  to  detain  all  vessels  and 
cargoes  arriving  within  the  district  until  the 
duties  imposed  on  the  cargoes  by  law  are 
paid  in  cash,  any  thing  in  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing ;  and  that,  in  such  cases,  it  shall  be  unlaw- 
ful to  take  the  vessel  or  cargo  from  the  cus- 
tody of  the  proper  officer  of  the  customs  un- 
less by  process  from  some  court  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that,  in  case  of  any 
attempt  otherwise  to  take  such  vessel  or 
cargo  by  any  force,  or  combination,  or  as- 
semblage of  persons,  too  great  to  be  overcome 
by  the  officers  of  the  customs,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
or  such  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  have 
empowered  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such 
part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  militia  ot 
the  United  States,  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  re- 
moval of  such  vessel  or  cargo,  and  protect- 
ing the  officers  of  the  customs  in  retaining 
the  custody  thereof. 

March  2d.  On  a  motion  to  take  up  the  bill, 
by  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  the  yeas  were 
103,  the  nays  62,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  F  Adams,  Adrain,  Aldrich,  Alley, 
Ashley,  Babbitt,  Beale,  Bingham,  Blake,  Brayton,  Briggs, 
Buffinton,  Burlingame,  Butterfield,  Carey,  Carter,  Coburn, 
CcOfax,  Conkling,  Conway,  Covode,  Dawes,  Delano,  Duell, 
Dunn,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  i>:iy,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Ferry, 
Foster,  Frank,  French,  Gooch,  Graham,  Grow,  Gurley,  Hale, 
Hall,  Haskin,  Helmick,  Hickman,  Hoard,  Holman,  Humph- 
rey, Hutchins,  Irvine,  Junkin,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William 
Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Killinger,  De  Witt  C.  Leach,  Lee, 
Longnecker,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Marston,  McKean,  McKnigbt, 
McPherson,  Millward,  Edward  .Toy  Morris.  Nixim,  idin, 
Palmer,  Pettit,  Porter,  Potter,  Pottle,  Rice,  Christopher 
R.ibinson,  Royce,  Sedgwick,  Sherman.  Somes,  Spaulding, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stevens,  William  Stewart,  Stratton,  TajK 
pan,  Thayer,  Theaker,  Tompkins,  Train, Trimbie,  Vandever, 
Van  Wyck,  Verree,  Wade,  Waldron,  Walton,  Cadwalader  0. 
Washburn,  Ellihu  B,  Washburne,  Wells,  WilsoQ,  Windom, 
Wood,  Woodruff— 103. 

Nats — Messrs.  William  C.  Anflt-rson,  Barr,  Barrett, 
Brabson,  Bra7tch,  Bristow,  Brown,  Burch,  Burnett,  Horace 
F.  Clark,  John  B.Clark,  Clemens,  John  Cochrane,  Coryiin, 
Cox,  James  Craig,  John  G.  Davis,  De  Jarnette.  Edmttndson, 
Etheridge,  Florence,  Fouke,  Garnett,  Qi\mer,  Hamilton,  J. 
Morrison  Harris,  J^r>/in  T.  Harris,  Hatton,  William  Howard, 
Hughes,  Kunkel,  Larrahee,  James  M.  Leach,  Leake.  Mallory, 
Cliarles  D.  Martin.  Elhert  S.  Martin.  Maynard,  McKenty, 
Millson,  Laban  T.  Moore,  Nelson.  Niblack,  Pendhtmt,  Pey- 
ton, Phelps.  Pryor,  Quarles,  Riggs,  James  C.  Robinsiin, 
Simms,  William  N.  H.  ^rnith,  James  A.  !^rwarl,  Stokes, 
Thomas,  raHanrf)',(;/«ini,  Vauce,  Webstur,  WlUleley,  Wimlaw, 
Woodson,  Wrightr—&2,. 
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Two-thirds  not  having'  voted  in  the  affirm- 
ative, the  bill  was  not  taken  up,  nor  was  it 
again  reached. 

January  30th,  1861.  Mr.  John  Cochrane 
from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Presi- 
dent's message  reported  a  bill  for  the  "  Col- 
lection of  Duties  on  Imports,"  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  re-committed  to 
the  committee.  It  was  not  again  heard  from. 
His  views  of  the  subject  were  expressed  as 
follows  : 

While  fully  concurring  with  the  President 
in  the  opinion  that  no  State  possesses,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
any  right  or  authority  to  secede,  or  with- 
draw, or  separate  itself  from  the  Federal 
Union,  I  am  equally  convinced  that,  not  hav- 
ing been  prohibited,  the  justification  of  the 
exercise  of  such  right  is  referable  to  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  those  rights  reserved  to 
the  States  or  the  people  thereof.  Therefore 
all  the  acts  and  ordinances  of  secession  which 
have  been  or  may  be  enacted  by  any  State 
or  States,  acting  separately,  in  my  opinion, 
are,  in  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  carried 
into  effect,  to  be  considered  as  revolutionary 
infractions  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
however  they  may  be  regarded  as  the  pro- 
per exercise  of  an  indefeasible  right  of 
"  resisting  acts  which  are  plainly  un- 
constitutional and  too  oppressive  to  be 
endured." 

I  also  concur  with  the  President  that  the 
Federal  Constitution  has  abstained  from  con- 
ferring upon  the  Federal  Government,  or 
any  department  thereof,  authority  to  declare 
and  wage  oppressive  war  against  a  seceding 
State,  in  order  to  coerce  the  repeal  of  any 
act  or  ordinance  of  secession  which  she  may 
have  passed,  or  the  renunciation  of  any  pur- 
pose of  secession  which  she  may  entertain, 
or  to  compel  her  to  remain  nominally,  as 
well  as  in  fact,  a  member  of  the  Federal 
■  Union.  On  the  contrary,  the  plenary  power 
of  offensive  war  and  reprisals,  conferred  by 
the  Constitution  upon  Congress,  is,  in  my 
judgment,  designed  exclusively  to  authorize 
and  empower  such  war  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, in  its  discretion,  against  siTch  gov- 
ernments and  communities  as  may  be  right- 
fully considered  foreign  to  the  United  States. 
States  which  profess  to  have  seceded  from 
the  Federal  Union,  by  their  separate  State 
action,  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  rightfully 
BO  considered;  and,  therefore,  a  just  concep- 
tion of  the  constitutional  authority  of  Con- 
gress combines  with  other  and,  if  possible, 
higher  and  more  commanding  motives  to 
prescribe  other  measures  than  aggressive 
and  coercive  war  to  remedy  the  grave  in- 
conveniences, perils,  and  evils  of  such  seces- 
sion. 

It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  entirely  manifest 
that  the  Federal  Government,  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  its  constitutional  juris- 
diction, both  territorial  and  maritime,  is 
vested  with  powers  which  it  cannot  surren- 
der,  and  charged   with  trusts   and  duties 


which  it  must  perform.  It  holds  valuable 
property  in  every  part  of  the  territory  over 
which  its  jurisdiction  has  been,  by  the  solemn 
mandate  of  the  people  of  all  the  States,  ex- 
tended ;  and  it  holds  every  article  of  this 
property  as  the  common  trustee  of  all  the 
people  of  all  the  States  for  their  common 
use  and  benefit ;  and  to  them,  and  to  all  of 
them,  it  is  directly  responsible  for  the  safe 
keeping  and  protection  of  such  property. 
By  constitutional  legislation,  supreme  in  its 
character  and  irrepealable  except  by  the 
authority  which  created  it,  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  established  a  system  of  revenue 
laws  which  it  is  bound  to  maintain,  and 
against  all  obstructions  to  the  execution  of 
which  it  is  equally  bound  adequately  to  pro- 
vide. No  extra  constitutional  action  of  any 
State  can  possibly  release  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  any  of  its  departments  from  this 
imperative  obligation. 

It  is  to  this  aspect  of  the  duty  of  Congress 
in  the  unfortunate  and  unexampled  state  of 
facts  presented  for  its  consideration  by  the 
President,  in  his  late  message,  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  has  been  specially 
directed,  and  they  report  herewith  a  bill 
designed,  as  is  believed,  peaceably  and  in  a 
spirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance  fully  to 
protect  the  entire  revenue  system  of  the 
United  States  from  all  fj^e  unconstitutional 
and  unlawlUl  obstructions  and  disturbances 
with  which  it  is  now  or  may  be  hereafter 
threatened. 

In  framing  this  measure  there  has  been 
kept  steadily  in  view,  first,  the  obstacles  of 
every  character  which  oppose  any  attempt 
by  the  Federal  Government  to  coerce  a 
State ;  and,  secondly,  the  principle  upon 
which,  as  is  conceived,  the  whole  coercive 
action  of  our  revenue  system  has,  from  its 
inception,  been  founded. 

The  just  and  rightful  coercion  exercised 
under  the  Constitution  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  the  collection  of  its  revenue  from 
foreign  commerce  is  a  coercion,  not  directed 
against  State  aiithority,  nor  even  against 
unlawful  action  by  assemblages  of  persons 
within  any  State.  That  coercion  on  the 
contrary,  applies  itself  directly  to  the  bulk 
and  body  of  the  foreign  importations  upon 
which  the  revenue  is  chargeable,  and  to  the 
vessels  and  the  agents  by  which  they  are 
brought  into  our  ports,  opened  to  such 
commerce  only  under  the  protection  and  by 
the  regulation  of  the  Federal  law. 

The  well-understood  and  just  assumption 
upon  which  all  this  foreign  commerce  proceeds 
is,  that  the  Federal  Government  provides  for 
it  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  in  which  it 
may  be  entered  and  delivertd,  and  in  which 
the  lawful  duties  chargeable  upon  it  shall 
be  collected  and  paid  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, whose  laws  have,  for  that  very  con- 
sideration, establislicd  and  protected  and 
regulated  such  entry  and  delivery.  The 
failure  to  observe  those  regulations  is.  by 
our  whole  code  of  revenue  law,    visited  io 
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penalties  upon  the  agents  by  whom  the 
merchandise  is  transported,  the  vessels  in 
■which  it  is  carried,  and  finally  in  the  form 
of  seizure  and  forfeiture  upon  the  merchan- 
dise itself.  All  this  is  a  coercion  of  law 
upon  foreign  commerce,  and  not  a  coercion 
of  force  upon  any  State  to  which  it  may  be 
bound.  No  State  can  rightfully  expect  that 
the  United  States  shall  permit  foreign  com- 
merce to  be  carried  on  in  ports  and  places 
open  to  it  only  under  their  authority,  with- 
out compHance  with  the  constitutional  con- 
ditions under  which  those  ports  or  places 
have  been  thus  opened.  It  is  in  this  view 
that  the  bill  proposes  that  vessels  from  a 
foreign  port  bound  to  a  port  within  the 
scope  of  its  provisions  shall,  with  its  foreign 
cargo,  be  liable  to  seizure  and  condetrna- 
tion,  and  in  the  same  view  of  applying  its  re- 
etrictions  only  to  foreign  commerce  on  which 
revenue  is  by  law  collected,  all  vessels  law- 
fully engaged  in  the  coastwise  trade  are  ex- 
empted from  the  operation  of  its  purely 
remedial  and  defensive  provisions. 

REPORTS     RELATIVE    TO    MILITARY   AND    NAVAL 
MATTERS. 

January  8th,  1861.  The  President  sent  a 
message  relative  to  the  condition  of  the 
country,  urging  upon  Congress  to  devote 
itself  exclusively  ^o  the  question  how  the 
Union  can  be  preserved  in  peace,  and  re- 
commending the  establishment  of  a  line  and 
"letting  the  North  have  exclusive  control 
of  the  Territory  above  it,  and  giving  Southern 
institutions  protection  below  it."  He  trans- 
mits copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
himself  and  the  "commissioners"  of  South 
Carolina,  pledges  himself  to  preserve  the 
public  peace  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
warns  his  countrymen  of  the  dangers  which 
now  surround  us,  and  says  that  he  shall 
carry  to  his  grftve  the  consciousness  that  he 
at  least  meant  well  for  his  country. 

9th.  Mr.  Howard  of  Michigan,  offered  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  message  be  referred  to 
a  special  committee  of  five  members  of  this 
House,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  report 
on  the  same  as  early  as  possible ;  and  that 
said  committee  make  immediate  inquiry, 
and  report : 

1st.  Whether  any  executive  officer  of  the 
United  States  has  been  or  is  now  treating  or 
holding  communication  with  any  person  or 
persons  concerning  the  surrender  of  any 
forts,  fortresses,  or  public  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  whether  any  demand 
for  such  surrender  has  been  made,  when 
and  by  whom,  and  what  answer  has  been 
given. 

2d.  Whether  any  officer  of  this  Govern- 
ment has  at  anytime  entered  into  any  pledge, 
agreement,  or  understanding,  with  any 
person  or  persons,  not  to  send  reinforcements 
to  the  forts  of  the  United  States  in  the  har- 
bor of  Charleston,  and  the  particulars  of 
Buch  agreement,  pledge,  or  understanding ; 


when,  where,  and  with  whom  it  was  made, 
and  on  what  consideration. 

3d.  What  demand  for  reinforcements  of 
the  said  forts  has  been  made,  and  for  what 
reason  such  reinforcements  have  not  been 
furnished. 

4th.  Where  the  ships  of  the  United  States 
are  now  stationed,  with  what  commands,  and 
with  what  orders. 

.5th.  Whetlier  the  custom-house,  post-office, 
arsenal,  and  other  public  buildings  of  the 
United  States  at  Charleston  have  been  seized 
and  are  held  in  possession  by  any  person  or 
persons,  and  the  particulars  of  such  seizure 
and  possession. 

6th.  Whether  any  revenue  cutter  of  the 
United  States  has  been  seized  and  is  now 
held  in  possession  by  any  person  or  persons, 
and  the  particulars  thereof;  and  Mhether 
any  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department  to  recapture  or 
i*ecover  possession  of  said  vessel. 

That  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  to  take  testimony,  and 
report  from  time  to  time,  as  facts  material 
to  the  national  safety  and  national  honor 
may  be  disclosed  by  the  evidence. 

Which  was  adopted — yeas  133,  nays  62, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Adrain, 
Aldrich,  Allen,  Alley,  William  C.  Anderson,  Ashley,  Bab- 
bitt, Beale,  Bingrham,  Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  Briggs,  Bris- 
tow,  Buffinton,  Biirch,  Builingame,  Burnham,  Butterfield, 
Campbell,  Carey.  Carter,  Clemens,  Coburn,  John  Cochrane, 
Colfax,  Covode,  Cox,  Curtis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano, 
Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Etlieridpe, 
Famsworth,  Fentun,  Ferry,  Foster,  t'onke,  Frank,  French, 
Gilmer,  Gooch,  Grow,  Gurley,  Ilale,  Ilall,  Hamilton,  Haskin, 
Helmick,  Hickman,  lloard,  Holman,  Wm.  Howard,  Wm.  A. 
Howard,  Humphrey,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  Junkin,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  Wm.  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Kilgore,  Larrahee,  De  Witt 
C.  Leach,  Lee,  Logan,  Ijongnecker,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  JUaclay, 
Marston,  McCtemand,  McKean,  McKnight,  McPherson, 
Jlillward,  Montpinmery,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Edward  Joy 
Morris,  Morse,  Nelson,  Nixon,  Norlt,  Clin,  Palmer,  Perry, 
Pettit,Porter,  Pottle,  Edwin  R.Reynolds,  John  11.  Reynolds, 
Rice,  Riqgs,  Christopher  Robinson,  James  C.  Robinson, 
Royce,  Scranton,  Sedgwick,  Sherman,  Somes,  Spaulding, 
Spinner,  Stanton,  Stevens,  Wm.  Stewart,  Stokes,  Stratton, 
Tappan,  Thayer,  Theaker,  Tompkins,  Train,  Trimble,  Van- 
dever,  Wadp,"Waldron,  Cadwalader  C.  Washburn,  Ellihu  B. 
Washburne,  Webster,  Wells,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood,  Wood- 
rufT— 133. 

Nays — Messrs.  Thomas  L.  Andersov,  Avery,  Barktdah, 
Burrett,  Borock;  Boteler,  Bouligny,5raJ!c/i,  Brown,  Burnett, 
Jnhn  B.  CJnrl;  Clojiton,  Cobb,  Crawford,  De  Jamette,  Dim- 
mick,  hdiniindsrm,  Eviilish,  Florence,  Garnetl,  Gartrell, 
Hardeman,  John  T.  Harris,  Uatton,  Hawkins,  Hill,  Hout- 
ton,  Hu/jhes,  Jnties,  Kunkel,  Landrum,  James  M.  Leach, 
Leake,  Love,  JIallory,  Charles  D.  Martin,  Elbert  S.  Martin, 
Maynard,  il/cATni/!/,  McKae,  Millsrm,\jnhan  T.  Mnori,f^der\t 
ham  Moore,  Niblack,  J'endletov,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pryor, 
Qnarles,  Reapan,  Mvst,  Sickles,  Simms,  }f'm.  ft»ii<A,  Wm.  N. 
H.Smith,  Tiyl'ir,  Vallandigham,  \a,nce,  Whiteley,  WinsUnc, 
Woodsoti,  Wright — 62. 

January  10th.  The  Committee  was  an- 
nounced, consisting  of  Messrs.  Howard  of 
Michigan,  Branch  of  North  Carolina,  John 
Cochrane  of  New  York,  Dawes  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Hickman  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Hickman  was  subsequently  excused  from 
serving,  and  Mr.  John  H.  Reynolds  of  New 
York,  was  substituted. 

SECRET     ORGANIZATION     TO    ATTACK     THE    CAP- 
ITAL. 

February  14th.  The  committee  reported 
unanimously  that  "  the  evidence  produced 
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b\  fore  them  does  not  prove  the  existence 
of  a  secret  organization,  here  or  elsewhere, 
hostile  to  the  Government,  that  has  for  its 
object,  upon  its  own  responsibility,  an  attack 
upon  the  Capital,  or  any  of  the  public  prop- 
erty here,  or  an  interruption  of  any  of  the 
functions  of  the  Government." 

The  majority  of  the  committee,  however, 
state  thatcertain  organizations  in  the  District 
and  in  Maryland,  formerly  political  clubs  have 
since  become  military  and  are  drilling,  expect- 
ing arms  from  State  authorities  or  private  sub- 
scriptions ;  but  that,  while  they  sympathize 
strongly  with  ,secession.  there  is  no  proof 
"that  they  intend  to  attack  the  Capital  or  the 
District,  "unless  the  surrender  should  be  de- 
manded by  a  State  to  which  they  profess  a 
higher  degree  of  allegiance."  "  Some  of  these 
companies  in  Baltimore  profess  to  be  drilling 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  preventing  other  mili- 
tary companies  from  passing  through  the 
State  of  Maryland."  These  clubs  are,  in  no 
proper  sense,  secret,  and  hence  not  such 
as  are  contempl&ted  in  the  resolution  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Branch  of  North  Carolina,  added  a 
brief  minority  report,  chiefly  to  the  point 
that  Lieutenant-General  Scott  has  seven 
companies  of  artillery,  and  one  company  of 
sappers  and  miners  of  the  regular  army 
ordered  to  and  quartered  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  closing  with  this  resolution, 
which  he  offered : 

Resolved,  That  the  quartering  of  troops  of 
the  res:ular  army  in  this  District  and  around 
the  Capitol,  when  not  necessary  for  their 
protection  from  a  hostile  enemy  and  durmg 
the  session  of  Congress,  is  impolitic  and 
offensive,  and.  if  permitted,  may  be  destruc- 
tive of  civil  liberty ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  the  regular  troops  now  in  this 
city  ought  to  be  forthwith  removed  there- 
from. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Cochrane,  this 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas  125, 
nays  35,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  P.  Adams,  Oreen  Adams,  Aldrich, 
All'.n.  Alley.  William  C.  Anderson,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Beale, 
Binstham,  ijlair.  Blake,  Brayton,  Briggs.  Bristnw,  Biiflfinton. 
Burlingame,  Butterfield,  Campbell,  Carter,  Case,  Uorace  F. 
Cliirk.  Coburn,  John  Cnchranf,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Conway, 
CoTode,  f'rir.  Curtis,  H.  Winter  Davis,  John  G.  Davis, 
Dawes,  Dnell,  Dnnn,  Edgerton.  Eliot,  Ely.  Etheridge,  F.arns- 
■worth,  Fenton.  Ferry,  Foster,  Fntilcf.  Frank,  French.  Gilmer, 
Gooch,  Graham,  Grow.  Hale,  Hall,  H"skuiMatXor\,  Helmick, 
Hoard, /7'),'ma»,  W.A. Howard,  Humphrey,  Hutchins,  Irvine, 
Jnukin,  F.  W.  Kellogg,  W.  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Kilerore,  Larra- 
h""..  De  Witt  C.  Leach^  Lee,  Logan,  Longnecker,  Loomis, 
Loveioy.  Mallory,  Marston,  McOlernand.  McKean.  McKmi)/, 
McKnIght,  McPherson.  3/i'H.sw!,  Laban  T.  Moore.  Moorhead, 
Jlorrill.  Edward  Joy  Morris,  haac  N.  Morns.  Morse,  Nel- 
son, yihlark,  Nixon,  Palmer.  Perry,  Porter.  Potter,  Pottle. 
Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  Rice,  Christopher  Robinson,  James  C. 
Rohinaon,  Eoyce,  Scranton.  Sedsrwick,  Sherman,  Sickles, 
Spaulding.  Spinner,  Stevens,  William  Stewart,  Stokes, 
Stratton,  Tappan,  Theaker,  Tompkins,  Train,  Vandever, 
Tan  Wvok,  Wade, -Waldron,  Walton,  Cadwalader  C.  Wash- 
bum.  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Webster,  Wells,  Wilson,  Wood- 
rufT— 125. 

Nats — MessrB.  Avery,  Barr,  Barrett,  Bncock,  Boteler, 
Boniigny,  Brabson,  Branch,  Burch,  Bnrnetf,  .Tnhn  B.  Olark, 
B-irton  Craige,  Ve  Jarnette,  Englifh.  Flnrniee,  Garnelf. 
John  T.  Harris,  Hind-nan,  Hughes,  Kunkel,  Marlay,  Elhert 
S.  Martin,  ^lnynard.  Per/ton,  Phelps,  P>-yor.  Quarles,  Ptist, 
Scott,  William  'N.  H.  Smith,  Stevenson,  Thomas,  WhiteUy, 
Winslow,  Wrighir-^.     _ 


SECRETARY    HOLT  S    REPORT. 

On  this  subject,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
imder  date  of  February  18th,  18G1.  made  re- 
port upon  a  resolution  of  inquiry  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

This  resolution  having  been  submitted  to  this  De- 
partment for  consideration  and  report,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state,  that  the  body  of  troops  temjior.arily 
transferred  to  this  city  is  not  large,  as  is  assumed  by 
the  resolution,  thougli  it  is  a  well-ajipointed  corps 
and  admirably  adapted  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  peace.  The  reasons  which  led  to  their  being 
assembled  here  will"  now  be  briefly  stated. 

I  shall  make  no  comment  upon  the  origin  of  the 
revohition  which  for  the  last  three  months  has  been 
in  progress  in  several  of  the  Southern  States,  nor 
shall  I  entimerate  the  causes  which  have  hastened 
its  advancement  or  exasperated  its  temper.  The 
scope  of  the  question  submitted  by  the  House  will  be 
sufficiently  met  by  dealing  with  the  facts  as  they 
exist,  irrespective  of  the  cause  from  which  they 
have  proceeded.  That  revolution  has  been  distin- 
guished by  a  boldness,  and  completeness  of  success, 
rarely  equalled  in  the  history  of  civil  commotions. 
Its  overthrow  of  the  Federal  "authority  has  not  only 
been  sudden  and  wide-spread  but  has  been  marked 
by  excesses  which  have  alarmed  all,  and  been  sources 
of  profound  humiliation  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
American  people.  Its  history  is  a  history  of  sur- 
prises and  treacheries,  and  ruthless  spoliations.  The 
forts  of  the  United  States  have  been  cajitured  and 
garrisoned,  and  hostile  flags  unfurled  upon  their 
ramparts.  Its  arsenals  have  been  seized,  and  the  vast 
amount  of  public  arms  they  contained  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  captors  ;  while  more  than  half  a 
million  dollars,  found  in  the  mint  at  New  Orleans, 
has  been  unscrupulously  applied  to  rejilenish  the 
coffers  of  Louisiana.  Officers  in  command  of  rev- 
enue cutters  of  the  United  States  have  been  prevailed 
on  to  violate  their  trusts  and  surrender  the  property 
in  their  charge  ;  and  instead  of  being  branded  for 
their  crimes,  they  and  the  vessels  they  betrayed  have 
been  cordially  received  into  the  service  of  the  seceded 
States.  These  movements  were  attended  by  yet  more 
discouraging  indications  of  immorality.  It  was  gen- 
erally believed  that  this  revolution  was  guided  and 
urged  on  by  men  occupying  the  highest  positions  in 
the  public  service,  and  "who,  with  the  responsibilities 
of  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  still  resting 
upon  their  consciences,  did  not  hesitate  secretly  to 
plan  and  openly  to  labor  for  the  dismemberment  of 
the  Republic  whose  honors  they  enjoyed,  and  upon 
whose  treasury  they  were  living.  As  examples  of 
evil  are  always  more  potent  than  those  of  g^iod.  this 
spectacle  of  demoralization  on  the  part  of  States 
and  statesmen  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  most 
deplorable  consequences.  The  discontented  and  the 
disloyal  everywhere  took  courage.  In  other  States, 
adiacent  to  and  supposed  to  sympathize  in  sense  of 
political  wrong  with  those  referred  to,  revolutionary 
schemes  were  set  on  foot,  aud  forts  and  arms  of  the 
United  .''tates  seized.  The  unchecked  prevalence  of 
the  revolution,  and  the  intoxication  which  its  tri- 
umphs inspired,  naturally  suggested  wilder  and  yet 
more  desperate  enterprises  than  the  conquest  of  un- 
garrisoned  forts  or  the  jilunclerof  an  unsuarded  mint. 
At  what  time  the  armed  occupation  of  Washington 
city  became  a  part  of  the  revolutionary  programme, 
is  not  certainly  known.  More  than  six  weeks  ago 
the  impressioii  had  alreadyextensivcly  obtained  that 
a  conspiracy  for  the  acco'mplishment  of  this  guilty 
purpose  was  in  process  of  formation,  if  not  fully  mi- 
tured.  The  earnest  endeavors  made  by  men  known 
to  be  devoted  to  the  revolution  to  hurry  Virginia 
and  Maryland  out  of  the  Union,  were  regarded  as 
preparatorv  steps  for  the  subjugation  of  Washington. 
This  plan  was  in  entire  harmony  with  the  aim  and 
spirit  of  those  seeking  the  subversion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, since  no  more  fatal  blow  at  its  existence  could 
be  struck  than  the  jiermanent  and  hostile  possession 
of  the  seat  of  its  power.  It  was  in  harmony  too  with 
the  avowed  designs  of  the  revolutionists,  which 
looked  to  the  formation  of  a  confederacy  of  all  the 
slave  States,  and  necessarily  to  the  conquest  of  the 
capital  within  their  limits. "  It  seemed  not  very  in- 
distinctlv  nretigured  in  a  iiroelamation  made  upon 
the  floor  of  the  Senate,  without  qualification,  if  not 
exultina-lv.  that  the  i:'nion  was  already  dissolved— a 
proclaniatif)n  which,  however  intended,  was  certainly 
calculated  to  invite,  on  the  part  of  men  of  desperate 
fortunes,  or  of  revolutionary  States,  a  raid  upon  the 
capitaL    In  view  of  tlie  violence  aud  turbulent  dlaor* 
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ders  already  e:!thlbited  in  the  South,  the  public  mind 
could  not  reject  such  a  scheme  as  at  all  improbable. 
That  a  belief  in  its  existence  was  entertained  by 
multitudes,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  this  belief  I 
fully  shared.  My  conviction  rested  not  only  on  the 
facts  already  alluded  to,  but  upon  information,  some 
of  which  was  of  a  most  conclusive  character,  that 
reached  the  Government  from  many  parts  of  the 
country,  not  merely  exjjressing  the  prevalence  of  the 
opinion  that  such  an  organization  had  been  formed, 
but  also  often  furnishing  the  plausible  grounds  on 
which  the  opinion  was  based.  Superadded  to  these 
proofs  were  the  oft-repeated  declarations  of  men  in 
high  political  positions  here,  and  who  were  known 
to  have  intimate  affiliations  with  the  revolution,  if 
indeed  they  did  not  hold  its  reins  in  their  hands— to 
the  effect  that  Mr.  Lincoln  would  not,  or  should  not, 
be  inaugurated  at  Washington.  Such  declarations 
from  such  men  could  not  be  treated  as  emi)ty  bluster. 
They  were  the  solemn  utterances  of  those  who  well 
understood  the  import  of  their  words,  and  who,  in 
the  exultation  of  the  temporary  victories  gained  over 
their  country's  flag  in  the  South,  felt  assured  that 
events  would  soon  give  them  the  power  to  verify 
their  predictions.  Simultaneously  with  these  pro- 
phetic warnings,  a  Southern  journal  of  large  circula- 
tion and  influence,  and  which  is  published  near  the 
city  of  Washington,  advocated  its  seizure  as  a  pos- 
sible i)olitical  necessity. 

The  nature  and  power  of  the  testimony  thus  accu- 
mulated maybe  best  estimated  by  the  effect  iiroduced 
U))on  the  pojjular  mind.  Apprehensions  for  the  safety 
of  the  capital  were  communicated  from  jioints  near 
and  remote,  by  men  unquestionably  reliable  and 
loyal.  The  resident  population  became  disquieted, 
and  the  repose  of  many  families  in  the  city  was 
known  to  be  disturbed  by  painful  anxieties.  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  too,  men  of  calm  and  comprehensive 
views  and  of  undoubted  fidelity  to  their  country, 
frankly  expressed  their  solicitude  to  the  President 
and  to  this  Department,  and  formally  insisted  that 
the  defences  of  the  capital  should  be  strengthened. 
With  such  warnings,  it  could  not  be  forgotten  that, 
had  the  late  Secretary  of  War  heeded  the  anonymous 
letter  which  he  received,  the  tragedy  at  Harper's 
Ferry  would  have  been  avoided  ;  nor  could  I  fail  to 
remember  that,  had  the  early  admonitions  which 
reached  here  in  regard  to  the  designs  of  lawless  men 
upon  the  forts  of  Charleston  harbor  been  acted  on  by 
sending  forward  adequate  reinforcements  before  the 
revolution  began,  the  disastrous  political  complica- 
tions that  ensued  might  not  have  occurred!. 

Impressed  by  these  circumstances  and  considera- 
tions, I  earnestly  besought  you  to  allow  the  concen- 
tration at  this  city  of  a  sufficient  militarv  force  to 
preserve  the  i)ubliR  peace  from  all  the  dangers  that 
seemed  to  threaten  it.  An  open  manifestation  on  the 
I)art  of  the  Administration  of  a  determination,  as 
well  as  of  the  ability,  to  maintain  the  laws,  would, 
I  was  convinced,  prove  the  surest,  as  also  the  most 
I)acific  means  of  baffling  and  dissolving  any  con- 
spiracy that  might  have  been  organized.  It  was  be- 
lieved^  too,  that  the  highest  and  most  solemn  re- 
sponsibility resting  upon  a  President,  witlidrawing 
from  the  Government,  was  to  secure  to  his  successor 
a  peaceful  inauguration.  So  deeply  in  my  judgment 
did  this  duty  concern  the  whole  country,  and  the  fair 
fame  of  our  institutions,  that  to  guarantee  its  faithful 
discharge  I  was  persuaded  no  preparation  could  be 
too  determined  or  too  complete.  The  presence  of 
the  troops  alluded  to  in  the  resolution  is  the  result 
of  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  yourself  and  Cabinet, 
on  the  proposition  submitted  to  you  by  tliia  Depart- 
ment. Already  this  display  of  life  and  loyalty  on 
tlie  part  of  your  Administration  has  produced  the 
hippiest  effects.  Public  confidence  has  been  restored, 
and  the  feverish  appreliension  which  it  was  so  mor- 
tifying to  contemplate  has  been  banished.  Whatever 
m.ay  have  been  the  machinations  of  deluded,  lawless 
men,  the  execution  of  their  purpose  has  been  sus- 
pended, if  not  altogether  abandoned,  in  view  of 
preparations  which  announce,  more  impressively 
than  words,  that  this  Administration  is  alike  able 
and  resolved  to  transfer  in  iieace,  to  the  Pre.^ident 
elect,  the  authority  that  under  the  Constitution  be- 
longs to  him.  To  those,  if  such  there  be.  who  desire 
the  destruction  of  the  Republic,  the  presence  of 
these  tr<iops  is  necessarily  otTen^ive  ;  but  those  who 
sincerely  love  our  institxitions  cannot  fail  to  rejoice 
that  by  this  timely  precaution  they  have  possibly 
escajied  the  deep  dislionor  which  they  must  have 
Butfered  had  the  capital,  like  the  forts  and  arsenals 
of  the  .South,  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  revolution- 
ists, who  have  found  this  great  Government  weak 
ouly  because  in  the  exhaustlcss  beneficence  of  its 


spirit  it  has  refused  to  strike,  even  In  its  own  de« 
fence,  lest  it  should  wound  the  aggressor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  youj 
obedient  servant,  J-  Holt, 

The  President.  Secretary  of  War. 

ON     THE     DISPOSITION     OP     UNITED      STATES 
VESSELS. 

February  21st.  Mr.  Dawes  from  the  com- 
mittee made  a  report  upon  the  fourth  item 
of  investigation,  furnishing  these  statements: 

Dismantled  ships 28,  mounting  874  guns; 
none  could  be  repaired  under  several  weeks, 
and  many  would  require  six  months.  No 
orders  have  been  issued  to  put  any  of  them 
in  readiness. 

The  vessels  in  the  East  India,  Brazil, 
Pacific,  Mediterranean,  African,  and  Home 
Squadrons  are  named,  with  those  on  special 
service,  and  on  the  way  to  stations,  and  the 
committee  then  say : 

That  the  entire  naval  force  available  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  whole  Atlantic  co.ist,  at  the  time  of  the 
ajjpointment  of  this  committee,  consisted  of  the 
steamer  Brooklyn,  twenty-five  guns,  and  the  store- 
ship  Relief,  two  guns  ;  while  the  former  was  of  too 
great  draught  to  permit  her  to  enter  Charleston  har- 
bor with  safety,  except  at  8i)ring  tides,  and  the  latter 
was  under  orders  to  the  coast  of  Africa  with  stores 
for  the  African  squadron.  Thus  the  whole  Atlantic 
seaboard  has  been  to  all  intents  and  purposes  with- 
out defence  during  all  the  period  of  civil  commotion 
and  lawless  violence,  to  which  the  President  has 
called  our  attention  as  "of  such  vast  and  alarming 
proportions"  as  to  be  beyond  his  power  to  check  or 
control. 

It  further  appears  that  of  the  vessels  which  might 
have  been  available  for  protection  or  defence  in  case 
of  any  sudden  emergency  arising  at  home,  now  at 
stations  in  distant  seas,  or  on  the  way  thither,  on  the 
13th  of  October  last  the  Richmond  left  our  coast  to 
join  the  Mediterranean  squadron  ;  the  Vandalia  left 
on  the  21st  of  December  to  join  the  East  India  squad- 
ron ;  and  about  the  same  time  the  Saratoga  to  join 
the  African  squadron,  and  others  to  join  the  Home 
squadron,  then  in  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruzsuiiporting 
one  of  the  revolutionary  governments  of  Mexico. 

To  the  Committee,  this  disposition  of  the  naval 
force  at  this  critical  time  seems  most  extraordinary. 
The  permitting  of  vessels  to  dejiart  for  distant  seas 
after  these  unhappy  difficulties  liad  broken  out  at 
home  ;  the  omission  to  i)ut  in  repair,  and  commission 
ready  for  orders,  a  single  one  of  the  twenty-eight 
ships  dismantled  and  unfit  for  service  in  our  own 
ports,  and  that  too  while  $G-}6,639.79  of  the  appropri- 
ations for  reijaira  in  the  Navy  the  present  year  re- 
mained unex])ended,  were  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee grave  errors  in  the  administration  of  the  Navy 
Department — the  consequences  of  which  have  been 
manifest  in  the  many  acts  of  lawless  violence  to 
which  they  have  called  attention.  The  Committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  Secretary  had  it  in  his  i)ower, 
with  the  present  naval  force  of  the  countrj'  at  his 
command,  and  without  materially  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  service  abroad,  at  any  time  after  the 
settled  purpose  of  overthrowing  the  government  had 
become  manifest,  and  before  that  purpose  had  de- 
veloi)ed  itself  in  overt  acts  of  violence,  to  station  at 
anchor,  within  reach  of  his  own  orders,  a  force  equal 
to  the  i)rotection  of  all  the  i)roperty  and  all  the  rights 
of  the  government  and  thfc  citizen,  as  well  as  the  flag 
of  the  country,  from  any  outrage  or  insult,  at  any 
point  on  the  entire  Atlantic  seaboard.  The  failure 
to  do  this  is  without  jtistiflcation  or  excuse. 

The  committee  proceed  respecting  the 
acceptance  of  resignations  in  the  navy  : 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  was  also  drawn  to 
the  resignations  which  have  taken  place  among  the 
officers  in  the  Navy,  caused  by  the  political  troubles 
in  which  the  country  is  now  involved,  and  the  course 
purs\ied  by  the  Navy  department  in  reference  thereto. 
It  will  appear  from  a  "  List  of  resignations"  fur- 
nished by  the  Department,  and  which  accompaniea 
this  report,  that  since  the  election  twenty-nine 
officers  in  the  Navy,  citizens  of  the  southern  <11»- 
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fiffected  States,  have  tendered  their  resignations  to 
the  Secretary,  all  of  which  have  been  forthwith  and 
Without  inquiry  accepted  by  him.  The  circumstances 
under  which  these  resignations  have  been  received 
and  accepted,  and  the  ettect  of  that  acceptance,  de- 
serves especial  notice.  That  these  officers  have 
souglit  to  resign  and  reiieve  themselves  from  the  ob- 
ligation to  the  government  imposed  by  their  commis- 
sions, because  of  disaffection,  and  a  desire  to  join, 
and  in  many  instances  to  lead  insurgent  forces  against 
that  government;  is  notorious.  One  of  them,  Lieut. 
J.  R.  Hamilton,  a  citi/en  of  South  Carolina,  forwarded 
his  resignation  from  on  board  the  Wyoming,  at  Pan- 
ama, dated  December  1st,  1860.  It  did  not  reach  the 
Dei)artment  until  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  and 
without  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  his  purpose  in  re- 
signing, his  loyalty,  or  any  circumstances  connected 
with  so  unusual  a  proceeding  at  such  a  time,  his 
resignation  was  accepted  the  same  day.  He  imme- 
diately, from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  issued  a 
letter  addressed  to  all  the  officers  in  the  Navy  from 
Southern  States,  urging  them  to  resign  and  join  a 
hostile  force  against  the  government,  and  that  those 
of  them  in  command  should  bring  with  them  their 
ressels  into  Southern  ports  and  svirrender  them  to 
the  traitors  already  in  arms,  taking  new  commissions 
under  their  authority,  and  then  turning  their  guns 
upon  their  own  flag. 

Such  conduct  is  nothing  less  than  treason,  and  has 
no  parallel  since  the  attempt  of  Benedict  Arnold  to 
deliver  over  important  military  posts  to  the  enemies 
of  his  country.  Had  the  Secretary  declined  to  accept 
the  resignation  thus  tendered,  this  man  would  have 
been  subject  to  the  trial  and  punishment  of  a  court- 
martial,  according  to  the  rules  which  govern  the 
serrice,  and  would  have  met  the  fate  of  a  traitor. 
This  extraordinary  letter  was  published  throughout 
the  United  States.  After  its  circulation  in  the  public 
prints  in  Washington.  V.  M.  Randolph,  a  cajitain  in 
the  Navy,  a  citizen  of  Alabama,  who  had  been  ex- 
cused from  active  service  for  two  or  three  years,  be- 
cause of  alleged  ill-health,  on  the  10th  of  January, 
1861,  forwarded  from  Montgomery,  Alabama,  his 
resignation  to  the  Secretary,  Before  twelve  o'clock 
at  noon  of  the  12th,  and  before  his  resignation  had 
reached  Washington,  and  while  he  was  still  a  cap- 
tain in  the  Navy,  he  appeared  at  the  gates  of  the 
Pensacola  navy-yard,  in  Florida,  at  the  head  of  an 
Insurgent  force,  and  demanded  its  surrender.  The 
yard,  with  whatever  of  force  it  had  and  the  United 
States  stores  and  other  property  to  a  vast  amount 
therein,  was  unconditionally  surrendered  to  him  ; 
and  he  is  now  its  commandant,  occupying  the  quar- 
ters of  its  late  commandant,  and  granting  parolei  of 
honor  to  such  of  his  prisoners  of  war  as  have  desired 
to  depart,  and  not  serve  under  him.  The  despatch 
from  the  late  commandant,  then  a  prisoner  of  war, 
informing  the  Secretary  of  this  ignominious  surren- 
der, was  received  at  the  Department  on  the  evening 
of  the  13th  of  January;  and  the  resignation  of  Cap- 
tain Randolph,  who,  on  the  12th.  was  the  leader  of  the 
insurgents,  did  not  reach  the  Secretary  till  the  14th, 
when^  without  inquiry  or  delay,  it  was  immediately 
accepted. 

E.  Farrand,  commander  in  the  Navy,  and  also  a 
citi/en  ol  Alabama,  was  the  second  in  command  at 
the  Pensacola  navy-yard,  the  executive  officer  of  the 
yard.  When  the  attack  was  made  upon  the  yard, 
Farrand  met  the  assailants  at  the  gates  by  previous 
understanding,  admitted  them  to  the  yard,  and  con- 
ducted their  leader  to  the  commanding  officer,  parti- 
cipated in  the  formal  capitulation,  and  immediately 
engaged  in  service  under  the  new  commandant  of  the 
yard.  This  was  done  while  he  still  held  in  his  pos- 
session his  commission  as  a  commander  in  the  Navy. 
On  the  13th  or  15th  of  January,  (the  Department  does 
not  know  which,)  Farrand  forwarded  his  resignation 
to  the  Secretary.but  it  did  not  reach  him  till  the  21st 
of  the  same  month,  sever^days  after  official  notice  of 
the  surrender  had  been  received  at  the  Department. 
Yet  this  resignation  was  immediately,  and  without 
inquiry,  accepted.  • 

F.  B.  Renshaw,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  and  a 
citizen   of  Florida,  was   the   first  lieutenant  of  the 

fard,  and  actively  engaged  in  securing  its  surrender, 
t  was  by  his  order  that  the  flag  was  hauled  down 
amid  the  jeers  and  shouts  of  a  drunken  rabble.  He 
immediately  enrolled  himself  under  the  leader  of  the 
insurgents,  and  present  commandant  of  the  yard,  and 
from  the  day  of  its  surrender  has  continued  under 
him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  first  lieutenant,  as  be- 
fore under  the  United  States.  Yet  he  continued  to 
hold  his  commission  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  till 
the  16th  of  January,  and  the  resignation  did  not  reach 


the  Secretary  until  the  22d,  when,  like  the  others,  it 
was,  without  inquiry  or  delay,  accepted. 

The  conduct  of  these  officers  plainly  comes  within 
the  constitutional  definition  of  treason  against  the 
United  States,  namely  :  "  Levying  war  against  them, 
or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort.''  And  so  long  as  their  resignations  were 
unaccepted  by  the  Secretary,  they  could  be  tried  and 
punished  by  "a  court-martial  as  traitors.  From  this 
they  have  been  relieved  by  the  Secretary  himself.  To 
have  done  this  with  a  knowledge  of  their  acts,  would 
have  been  to  have  involved  himself  in  their  crime; 
would  have  been  to  have  committed  treason  himself. 
To  have  done  it  without  inquiry,  and  without  reason 
to  know  that  they  have  committed  no  offence,  shows 
a  want  of  that  solicitude  for  the  honor  and  efficiency 
of  the  service  which  is  indispensable  to  its  just  ad- 
ministration. Yet  the  resignation  of  Farrand  and 
Renshaw,  and  also  those  of  the  other  officers  resign- 
ing at  the  Pensacola  navy-yard,  were  all  received 
and  accepted  after  the  Secretary  had  already  been  offi- 
cially informed  that  they  had  surrendered  to  a  law- 
less band  of  insurgents,  and  he  had  detached  them  to 
await  orders,  having  "neither  apjiroved  nor  disaiv 
provedof  their  conduct,  and  not  proposing  to  do  so, 
without  full  information  touching  their  conduct  in 
the  surrender  of  the  yard."  Why.  after  having  been 
thus  warned,  and  having  taken  his  iwsition,  the  Secre- 
tary did  not  wait  for  this  "information,''  the  com- 
mittee cannot  understand. 

Several  other  resignations  of  officers  who  do  not 
appear  to  have  engaged  in  actual  war  against  the 
United  States  before  tendering  the  same,  were  never- 
theless accepted  by  the  Secretary,  with  an  unneces- 
sary haste  which  neither  the  purpose  of  the  resigna- 
tion nor  the  times  would  justify  or  excuse.  Some  of 
them  were  even  accepted  by  telegraph,  when  it  was 
perfectly  apparent  that  the  object  in  resigning  was  to 
relieve  themselves,  as  early  as  possible,  from  embar- 
rassment and  the  obligation  of  the  oath  of  office,  as 
well  as  summary  trial  and  punishment  by  a  court- 
martial,  previous  to  joining  insurgent  forces  against 
the  constituted  authorities  of  their  country.  These 
resignations,  thus  accepted,  have  been  followed  by 
immediate  engagement  in  a  service  hostile  to  the 
Government. 

One  man,  holding  the  office  of  civil  engineer  in  the 
Pensacola  navy-yard  at  the  time  of  its  surrender, 
forwarded  his  resignation  on  that  day  to  the  Secre- 
tary, inclosed  in  a  letter  to  Senator  Mallory,  in  which 
he  expressly  states  the  reason  of  his  resignation  to 
be  because  he  is  prevented  from  acting  against  the 
Government  by  the  obligations  of  his  commission. 
The  letter  of  resignation,  and  the  one  inclosing  it 
stating  this  reason,  were  both  laid  before  the  Secre- 
tary on  the  24th  of  January ;  yet  the  Secretary  not 
only  accepted  the  resignation  at  once,  and  thus  re- 
lieved him  from  the  obligation  imposed  on  him  by  his 
commission  not  to  act  against  the  Government,  but 
caused  the  acceptance  to  take  effect  "'from  the  r2th 
of  January,  the  day  of  the  surrender  of  the  yard," 
twelve  days  anterior  to  the  time  ofits  date.  The  reason 
given  for  thus  making  this  acceptance  retroactive  in 
its  effect,  namely,  to  stop  his  pay  from  that  time,  did 
not  appear,  under  any  extraordinary  circumstances  by 
which  it  was  surrounded,  at  all  satisfactory  to  the 
commi'ttee. 

The  resignation  of  the  ofl^cer  in  charge  of  the  ma- 
rine hospital  at  Pensacola  was  accepted  by  telegraph, 
and  he  was  thereby  enabled  to  take  upon  himself 
the  same  position  under  the  insurgent  force  without 
a-ny  interruption.  And  that  of  Lieutenant  R.  T. 
Chapman,  dated  on  board  the  Brooklyn,  when  ab^ut 
to  sail  under  orders,  was  likewise  accepted  by  tele- 
graph, and  he  was  thus  relieved  of  any  inconvenience 
he  would  otherwise  have  exjjerienced  in  being  car- 
ried to  sea  against  his  wishes. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  Secretary,  in  thus  accept* 
ing  these  resignations,  appears,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  be  most  extraordinary.  No  custom  ol  the 
Department,  in  ordinary  times,  could  justify  it.  No 
want  of  confidence  in  the  loyalty  of  these  officers  oin 
excuse  it ;  for,  if  their  previous  conduct  had  justified 
any  such  Busi)icion,  it  also  ilemanded  invesfigition 
beforehand,  which  would,  as  to  some  of  them,  have 
disclosed  to  the  Secretary  their  complicity  in  trea- 
son, calling  for  court-martial  rather  than  honorable 
discharge.  A  prudent  regard  for  the  public  safety 
would  no  doubt  have  justified,  if  not  imjjeriously  de- 
manded, that  some  of  these  officers  should  have  been 
early  removed  from  delicate  and  responsible  posi- 
tions of  trust,  by  the  substitution  of  others  more  re- 
liable. But  these  very  considerations  appear  to  the 
committee  to  have  forbidden  the  furnishing  of  any 
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soch  facilities  for  engaging  in  hostilities  against  the 
Government,  as  the  relief  from  the  summary  trial  and 
punishment  of  a  conrt-martial,  secured  hj  an  acceptaace 
of  their  resignations. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  Secretary  h-as  resulted  in 
furnishing  those  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  overthrow  the 
Government,  with  the  skill,  experieuce,  and  discipline 
which  education  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  and  a 
lorg  service  in  the  Navy  have  conferred  upon  our  owq 
officers.  The  committee  cannot  uuderstaud  how  tliis 
course  is  consistent  with  a  proper  di.scharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office  by  the  Secretary,  in  this  critical  juncture  of 
affairs.  It  appears  to  them  to  have  been  attended  with 
cousequences  the  most  serious  to  the  service  and  the  coun- 
try. They  can  find  no  excuse  or  justification  in  the  claim 
set  up  in  behalf  of  the  Secretary",  that  these  resignations 
have  been  accepted  in  ignorance  of  any  misconduct,  for 
no  resignation  should  at  any  time  be  accepted  until  there 
is  reason  tolinow  at  least  that  the  officer  tendering  it  had 
been  guilty  of  no  unolficerlike  conduct  deserving  a  court- 
martial. 

But  the  circumstances  connected  with  these  resigna- 
tions, the  apparent  purpose  for  which  they  were  made,  and 
the  hostile  attitude  which  the  manner  of  their  tender 
clearly  disclosed,  called  upun  the  Secretary  to  refrain 
from  that  haste  in  their  acceptance  which  permitted  of 
neither  delay  nor  inquiry.  The  committee  cannot  approve, 
but  are  compelled  to  condemn  such  a  failure  in  the  dis- 
charge of  public  duty,  and  they  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  accepting 
without  delay  or  inquiry,  the  resignations  of  officers  of 
tlie  Navy,  who  were  in  arms  against  the  Government 
■when  tendering  the  same,  and  of  those  who  sought  to  re- 
sign, tliat  they  might  be  relieved  from  the  re.straint  im- 
posed by  their  commissions  upon  engaging  in  hostilities 
to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation,  has  com- 
mitted a  grave  error,  highly  prejudicial  to  the  discipline 
of  the  service,  and  injurious  to  the  honor  and  efficiency 
of  the  Navy,  for  which  he  deserves  the  censure  of  thi's 
House. 

Mr.  Branch  made  a  minority  report,  as 
follows  : 

An  examination  of  the  table  accompanying  the  report, 
marked  "  List  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy  in 
commission  on  the  16th  of  January,  1861,"  will  disclose  the 
f  ict  that,  80  far  from  there  being  any  ground  to  believe  that 
the  ships  of  the  Navy  have  been  purposely  placed  out  of 
leach,  the  foreign  squadrons  are  unusually  weak,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  force  of  the  Navy,  and  the  home 
squadron  unpreceilentedly  strong.  In  his  annual  report  of 
iJd  December,  1857,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  said: 

"  The  home  squadron,  under  the  command  of  its  flag- 
oiflcer,  Iliram  Paulding,  luis  consisted  of  the  steam-frigates 
Wabash  and  RoaiKjke,  the  sloops-of-war  Saratoga  and  Cy- 
aue,  and  the  war  steamer*  Susquehanna  and  Fulton.  The 
unsatisfactory  stale  of  afi'airs  in  New  Grenada  and  portions 
of  Central  America  required  the  increase  of  this  squadron, 
and  the  almost  constant  presence  of  a  considerable  force  in 
the  noighborhoipd,  botli  in  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific." 

From  wliich  it  will  be  seen  that,  at  that  time,  six  ships 
were  considered  so  large  a  force  for  the  home  squadron  as 
to  call  for  an  explanation  from  Congress. 

The  same  squadron,  on  the  16th  of  January,  1861,  con- 
sisted of  eleven  ships,  of  which  seven  were  steamers;  of  the 
eleven,  eiglit  were  on  the  ciwst,  or  under  orders  for  the 
const,  and  have  since  arrived.  It  is  diiBcuit  to  perceive 
from  what  portion  of  the  testimony  tlie  committee  have 
reached  the  conclusion'  that  the  only  ships  availaljle  for  the 
defunce.of  the  coast  are  the  Brooklyn  and  one  other.  It  is 
true,  they  were  on  the  16th  of  January  the  only  vessels  in 
our  liarbors ;  but  the  House  need  not  be  informed  that  ves- 
sels in  commission  are  not  allowed  to  lie  idle  in  the  harbors, 
but  are  requlre<i  to  cruise  on  their  stations,  coming  in 
occasionally  for  supplies  and  for  orders.  The  home  squad- 
ron, as  its  name  imports,  Is  inaiuly  intended  to  guard  and 
protect  our  own  coasts,  and  on  comparatively  short  notice 
it  could  be  concentrated  for  service  at  a  given  point. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  abstract  of  orders  issued  from 
the  Navy  Department,  furnished  to  the  committee,  and 
dated  '24th  January,  that  not  a  single  ship  has  been  ordered 
to  any  foreign  station  since  the  date  of  the  Presidential 
election ;  every  order  since  that  date  has  been  to  increase 
the  force  at  home. 

The  second  ground  on  which  the  committee  condemn  the 
action  of  the  Secretary  is,  that  a  large  number  of  ships  are 
dismantled  and  not  ready  for  immediate  service. 

It  is  well  known  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice, only  a  portion  of  even  the  serviceable  ships  can  be 
kept  in  commission.  In  the  midst  of  a  foreign  war  with  a 
uaval  power,  some  of  the  vessels  of  the  Nav,v  will  always 
be  in  ordinary.  There  is  nothing  in  the  testimony  to  show 
that  the  number  in  ordinary  at  the  present  time  is  unusu- 


ally large.  If,  however,  it  is  unusually  large,  Doth  the 
testimony  and  the  records  of  the  House  furnish  a  sufficient 
reason  for  it.  It  is  stated  in  the  following  extract  from  the 
paper  already  alluded  to,  dated  24th  January  : 

"  2.  All  the  vessels  above  named,  except  the  Pawnee  and 
the  Constitution,  are  dismantled.  Vessels  of  war  are  nearly 
always  dismantled  immediately  after  their  arrival  in  port, 
at  the  termination  of  a  cruise.  It  is  also  customary  to 
commence  repairing  them  as  soon  as  possible  after  their 
return,  if  the  appropriations  and  other  work  will  permit. 
The  appropriations  were  reduced  $1,000,000  below  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Department ;  and  of  the  whole  sum  appro- 
priated ($1,523,000)  fir  repairs,  etc.,  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  ISfil,  there  remained  on  the  1st  January,  the 
close  of  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  $646,639.79 
for  the  remainii}g  half" 

The  Secretary  stated  to  the  Committee  that  he  deemed  it 
his  duty  to  conform  to  the  action  of  Congress,  and  that  in 
addition,  having  already  expended  more  than  half  the  ap- 
propriation in  lialf  the  year,  he  did  not  think  it  just  to  his 
successor  that  he  should  continue  expenditures  until  4th 
March  on  the  same  scale,  much  less  to  increase  them. 

A  large  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House  voted  at 
the  last  session  to  reduce  the  appropriation;  and  of  course 
those  who  thus  voted  will  not  unite  with  the  committee  in 
censuring  the  Secretary  for  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
theu'  own  act. 

Another  equally  satisfactory  reason  for  not  placing  mora 
ships  in  commission,  is  found  in  the  letter  of  24th  January, 
as  follows : 

"  The  other  vessels  mentioned  in  the  list  have,  not  been 
put  in  condition  for  immediate  service  within  the  last 
month,  because  the  number  of  vessels  in  commission  is 
governed  by  the  numerical  strength  of  the  officers  and  sea- 
men of  the  Navy." 

And  again,  in  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment  dated  February  4th,  1861 : 

"  In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  there  are  enotigh  cap- 
tains,  commanders,  surgeons,  clia])lains.  In  the  other  grades 
there  are  not,  nor  is  there  a  sufficient  number  of  seamen." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  number  of  both  officers 
and  seamen  to  be  employed  is  limited  by  law,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  cannot  exceed  that  limit. 

The  Secretary  deserves  no  censure;  but  should  receiva 
the  highest  commendation  for  inflexibly  obeying  the  law  in 
the  administration  of  bis  Department.  Kvery  attempt  at 
retrenchment  and  economy  is  defeated  because  heads  of 
Departments  will  not  themselves  conform  to  the  law  and 
compel  their  subordinates  to  do  the  same.  The  facility  with 
which  Congress  supplies  deficiencies  created  by  disregarding 
the  law,  has  encouraged  such  practices;  ami  it  would  be 
mournful  indeed,  if  in  the  first  well-authenticate'd  case  in 
whicli  ahead  of  De]iartment  has  faithfully  and  sternly  con- 
formed his  expenditures  to  so  radical  a  reduction  of  his 
eslfmates,  the  officer  should  receive  a  vote  of  censure  in- 
stead of  a  vote  of  thanks. 

The  Navy  seems  to  have  been  adequate  for  all  the  de- 
mands niaile  upon  it  by  the  wise  and  peace-preserving 
policy  of  the  President.  If  the  President  who  goes  into 
office  on  the  4th  March  desires  to  engage  in  civil  war,  he 
will  have  an  ample  naval  force  with  which  to  begin,  even 
so  early  as  the  5th  of  March ;  and  there  will  probably  be 
abundant  time  for  increasing  it  before  the  war  closes. 

n.  RESIGNATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

A  list  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  resigned, 
between  the  11th  of  November  and  the  24th  January,  was 
furnished  to  the  Committee,  and  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
Navy  Department  was  fully  examined  as  to  the  circum- 
stances attending  e.ach  resignation.  Tlie  whole  number  was 
fifty-six,  including  eleven  from  the  Navul  Academy. 

It  is  known  that  in  many,  if  not  most  of  these  cases,  the 
officers,  in  resigning,  have  not  only  given  up  an  honorable 
profession  for  which  alone  they  were  fitted  by  education  and 
habits,  but  have  reduced  themselves  and  families  to  penury. 
Some  powerful  motive  must  have  actuated  them.  If  it  wns 
selfish,  let  any  one  point  out  a  possible  advantage  they 
could  promise  themselves  personally.  It  could  not  be  tha"t 
they  aimed  to  recommend  Jhemselves  to  the  favor  and 
patronage  of  the  southern  ciSfederacy,  for  that  government 
does  not  possess  a  ship,  and  cannot,  for  a  long  time,  provide 
itself  with  a  navy.  When  it  has  done  so,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  the  officers  \f\]]  lie  in  any  better  situation  with 
reference  to  their  personal  interests  "tnan  thev  would  have 
been  if  they  had  remained  in  the  Navy  of  ths  United 
States. 

It  is  evident  that  in  resigning  they  have  been  actuated 
by  a  high  sense  of  duty  to  the  States  of  which  thev  were 
respectively  citizens;  and  that,  in  the  time  and  manner  of 
tendering  their  resignations,  they  have  consulted  a  nice 
sense  of  honor.  In  a  fiw  instances  thev  have  engaged  in 
the  military  service  of  their  Smtes  :  butnot  until  they  had 
resigned  their  comniissions  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 
In  no  instance  does  it  appear  that  "one  of  them  has  b* 
trayed  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  this  government,  of 


PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE   GOVERNMENT. 


85 


ongaged  in  any  hnstile  service  until  he  had  discharged  him- 
eeif  (if  all  the  responsibilities  imposed  by  his  comiiiissiun.  ] 
The  testimony  taken  before  the  couiinitteo,  partial  and  lira-  ; 
Ited  as  it  is  on  this  point,  is  confidently  appealed  to  for  the 
correctness  of  this  statement. 

The  undersigaed  would  gladly  pursue  this  subject,  grate- 
ful as  it  is  to  him  to  vindicate,  against  the  very  harsh  asper- 
sions cast  upon  them  by  the  committee,  the  characters  of 
the  honorable  body  of  men  who  have  so  long  and  so  gal- 
lantly borne  the  flag  of  the  Republic.  But  it  is  foreign  to 
the  inquiry  the  committee  were  instructed  to  make,  and 
■will  for  that  reason  be  dismissed,  except  in  so  far  as  it  is  the 
basis  of  the  resolution  reported.  The  censure  of  the  Sec- 
retary seems  to  be  based  principally,  if  not  entirely,  on  his 
acceptance  of  tlje  resignations  of  Captain  Randolph  and  the 
two  lieutenants  on  duty  at  the  Pensaoola  navy-yard  at  the 
time  of  its  surrender. 

Captain  Randolph's  resignation  was  dated  at  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  on  the  lOth  of  January,  was  received  at  the  De- 
partment on  the  1-lth,  and  accepted  on  the  14th.  The  Pen- 
saoola navy-yard  was  surrendered  on  tlie  12th,  and  Captain 
Armstrong  immediately  sent  the  following  telegraphic  des- 
patch, which  was  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  13th,  at  eight  o'clock,  p.m.  : 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Florida,  with 
a  regiment  of  armed  men  at  the  gate,  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  this  navy-yard,  having  previously  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  magazines.  I  surrendered  the  place  and  struck 
my  flag  at  half-past  one  o'clock  this  day.  The  store-ship 
Supply  sailed  for  Vera  Cruz  the  moment  the  yard  flag  was 
lowered.  James  Armstrong, 

Captain  V.  S.  Navy,  late  Commandant  NnryYard.  . 

The  testimony  shows  that  this  was  the  only  information 
received  by  the  Department  previous  to  the  'i-ith. 

It  is  evident,  from  this  statement  of  ftcts  and  dates,  that 
at  the  time  Captain  Randolph's  resignation  was  accepted, 
and  for  at  least  ten  days  thereafter,  the  Department  was 
totally  ignorant  of  his  participation  in  the  Pensacola  expe- 
dition. Even  if  we  were  at  liberty  to  infer  that  the  Secre- 
tary had  seen  his  name  connected  with  the  e.xpedition  in 
the  newspapers  earlier  than  the  24th,  we  cannot  suppose 
that  it  had  been  seen  bef  ire  the  14th,  the  d.ay  on  which  the 
resignation  was  accepted,  fir  it  would  be  impos.^^iblo  for 
even  flying  newspaper  reports  to  reach  this  city  from  Pen- 
sacola in  so  short  a  time.  Lieutenant  Farrand,  who  was 
first  lieutenant  and  executive  officer  of  the  navy-yard,  re- 
signed on  the  13th  January,  and  his  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted on  the  21st.  Lieutenant  Renshaw  resigned  on  the 
16th,  and  it  was  accepted  on  the  22d. 

The  testimony  discloses  nothing  on  which  the  Secretary 
could  have  refused  to  accept  these  resignations,  if  all  the 
testimony  taken  before  the  committee  had  been  in  his  pos- 
session at  the  time  he  acted.  But  by  a  comparison  of  dates 
it  will  be  seen  that  they  were  received,  and  in  due  course 
of  business  acted  on  bef  ire  he  had  any  intelligence  from 
Pensacola  except  the  telegraphic  despatch  already  set  forth. 

The  undersigned  would  hold  the  Secretary,  who  shimld 
accept  the  resignation  of  an  officer  who  before  resigning 
had  been  guilty  of  any  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer, 
amen.'vhle  to  the  severest  censure.  An  acceptance  of  a 
resignation  is  an  honorable  discharge  from  sei-vice.  which 
should  only  be  given  to  him  who  has  acrpiitted  himself  with 
fidelity  and  honor,  but  one  who  has  thus  acquitted  himself 
is  entitled  to  be  discharged  without  question  as  to  what  he 
Intends  to  do  thereafter. 

The  base  man  would  hold  his  commission  and  seek  an 
opportunity  to  betray  his  Government,  so  that  the  fruits  of 
his  treason  might  purchase  for  him  favor  and  reward. 
Such  was  the  conduct  of  Arnold. 

The  pure  man,  who,  compelled  to  select  between  two 
claims  to  his  allegiance,  chooses  that  which  promises  least 
pe«-sonal  advantage,  scrupulously  discharges  .all  existing 
obligations,  then  voluntarily  and  openly  renounces  a  cher- 
ished commission  from  a  SRnse  of  duty  to  his  native  State, 
gives  the  highest  proof  of  devotion  to  principle  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  dictates  of  honor.  Such  men  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  traitors;  and  to  cnl!  them  so  is  to  arraign  manly 
virtue  in  the  name  of  jiatriotism. 

It  has  been  the  proud  boast  of  the  American  Navy  that  it 
has  never  contained  a  traitor  in  its  rajiks.  Will  it  be  cred- 
ited that  it  has  sudd(inly  become  a  hot-bed  from  which  has 
sprung  such  a  bountiful  crop  of  traitors  ?  Such  a  supposi- 
tion would  discredit  the  whole  body  of  its  officers ;  for  it 
could  only  consist  with  the  existence  of  some  poisonous  and 
traitorous  influence  pervading  all  its  ranks  and  corrupting 
all  its  members. 

The  chief  clerk  of  the  Navy  Department  testified  that 
there  has  been  nothing  unusual  in  the  course  recently  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  resignations  ;  and  that  the  uniform  course, 
from  time  immemorial,  has  been  to  act  promptly  on  resig- 
nations, unless  some  special  reason  existed  for  taking  a  case 
out  of  the  routine  of  current  business.  The  orderly  conduct 
of  business  necessitates  prompt  action  on  each  case  in  its 
turn;  and  in  an  ill-organized  Department.or  in  one  in  which 
tbft  force  is  insulEcient,  affairs  will  soon  fall  into  inextricac 


ble  confusion.  No  consideration  of  convenience,  nor  th« 
maintenance  of  any  mere  system  of  business,  should  be 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  substantial  demands  of  justice 
and  public  interest.  But  in  the  absence  of  any  reason  for 
deviating  from  the  usual  course  (and  the  undersigned  says 
confidently  that  in  the  present  case  no  such  reason  existed), 
the  head  of  an  Executive  Department  is  not  censurable  for 
requiring  all  its  business  to  be  regularly  and  promptly  des- 
patched. 

The  undersigned  can  find  in  the  testimony  nothing  to 
detract  from  the  high  reputation  always  borne  by  the  pres- 
ent Secretary  for  integrity  and  patriotism;  and  tbereforo 
I  cannot  concur  with  the  committee  in  recommending  the 
passage  of  a  resolution  of  censure. 

March  2d.  The  resolution  appended  to  the 
majority  report,  was  agreed  to — yeas  95, 
nays  62,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Cliarles  F.  Adams,  Aldrich,  Alley,  Ashley, 
Beale,  Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  BuflBnton,  Burlin- 
game,  Butterfield,  Campbell,  Carey,  Carter,  Case,  Coburn, 
Colfix,  Conway,  Covode,  11.  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano, 
Duell,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Farnsworth,  Fenton, 
French,  Gooch,  Grow,  Gurley,  Hale,  Haskin,  Ilelmick,  Wm. 

A.  Howard,  Humphrey,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  Junkin,  Francis 
W.  Kellogg,  Wm.  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Killinger,  De  Witt  0. 
Leach,  Lee,  Longnecker,  Lovejoy,  Murston,  McKe;in,  Mc- 
Knight,  McPherson,  Milhvai-d,  Miiorheud,  Jlorrill,  Edward 
Joy  Morris,  /s«ac  iV".  ^l/irr/x,  Nixon,  Olin,  Palmer,  Perry, 
Petti t.  Potter,  Pottle,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  Rice,  Christo- 
pher Robinson,  Royce,  Sedgwick,  Sherman,  Somes,  Spaul- 
ding.  Spinner,  Stimton,  Stevens,  Wm.  Stewart,  Stratton, 
Tompkins,  Train,  Trimble,  ViUidoviT,  Van  Wvck,  Verree, 
Wade,  Waldrou,  Walton,  Cadwaladt-r  C.  Washliurn,  Ellihu 

B.  Washburne.  Wulls.Wilson.Windora.Wood.  Woodruff — 95. 
Nays — Messrs.  Admin,  Wm.  U.  Anderson,  Burr,  Barrett, 

Botelor,  Brabson,  Branch,  Brown.  Bur'ch,  Burnett,  John  B. 
Olark,'Clemens,  John  Cochrane,  Cox,  James  Oi-aig,  Burton 
Craige,  John  G.  Pavis.  De  Jarnette,  Engliah,  Ferry,  Fio- 
rtmce,  Foiike,  Garndt,  Hamilton,  John  T.  Harris,  Hatton, 
Hindman,  Holman,  Wm.Howard,  Hughes,  Kilgore,  Kunkel, 
Larrabee,  James  M.  Leach,  Leake,  Charles  D.  Martin, 
McKenty,  Millson,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Nihlack,Pcndleton, 
Peyton,  Phelps,  Pry  or,  Quarles,  Riggs,  James  C.  Robinson, 
Ruffin,  SicJdes,  Siinms,  William  N.  II.  Smith,  Stevenson, 
James  A.  Steivart,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Vallandigham,  Vance, 
WJdtcley,  Winslow,  Woodson,  Wright — 62. 

January  30th.  Mr.  John  H.  EEyN0LD3 
made  the  majority  report,  and  L.O'B.  Branch 
the  minority  report,  upon  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  President  to  call  out  the  militia,  which- 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  recommitted 
to  the  committee.* 

February  27th.  The  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee presented  a  report  reviewing  the  cor- 
respondence, communicaied  by  the  Presi- 
dent January  8th,  between  himself  and  Isaac 
W.  Hayne,  "Special  Envoy"  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  concluding  with  a  resolution  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  "the  President 
had  no  constitutional  power  to  negotiate 
with  the  representatives  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  for  the  surrender  of  any 
public  property  within  the  limits  of  that 
State."  Messrs.  Cochraxe  and  Branch,  as  a 
minority,  made  a  report  of  dissent.  Both 
reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  re- 
committed, and  the  subject  was  not  resumed. 

28th.  Mr.  Howard  of  Michigan,  made  the 
closing  report,  on  the  general  subject  of  Se- 
cession. Mr.  Cochrane  and  Mr.  Branch 
gave  notice  of  their  dissent,  and  obtained 
leave  to  make  a  minority  report. 

WITHDRAWAL    OF    UNITED    STATES     TROOPS. 

January  2d,  1861.  Mr.  Jefferson  Davi3 
of  Mississippi  offered  this  joint  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed  : 

*  Mr.  John  Cochrane  expressed  his  dissent  from  the 
measure  "at  this  particular  t\me.''— Congressional 
Globe,  Seond    Session,  36th  Congreas,  p.  646. 
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Joint  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  Militia 
of  the  States,  the  condition  of  forts,  mag- 
azines, arsenals  and  dock-yards ;  military 
power  ;  withdrawal  of  troops  from  garrisons 
on  the  application  of  a  State ;  and  the  re- 
cognition of  the  right  of  a  State  to  keep 
troops  and  ships  of  war  by  proclamation  of 
the  President. 

Whereas,  by  the  second  and  third  articles 
of  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  de- 
clared that  a  well  regulated  Militia  is  the 
security  of  a  free  State,  and  that  no  soldier 
shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any 
house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner ; 
and  whereas,  by  the  second  and  third  clauses 
of  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
tlie  Constitution,  it  is  indirectly  provided 
that  a  State  may,  with  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, keep  troops  and  ships  of  war  in  time 
of  peace ;  and  whereas,  by  the  seventeenth 
clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution,  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  P'ederal  Government  over 
forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and 
BO  forth,  is  limited  to  places  purchased  by 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
in  which  the  same  shall  be  ;  and  whereas, 
the  military  powers  delegated  by  the  States 
to  the  Federal  Government  were  designed 
for  the  purposes  stated  generally,  in  the 
preamble  to  the  Constitution,  namely :  to 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence ;  therefore.  Be  it 
resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Repre- 
sentatives, etc.,  that  upon  the  application 
of  a  State,  either  through  a  Convention  or 
Legislature  thereof,  asking  that  the  Federal 
forces  of  the  Army  and  Navy  may  be  with- 
drawn from  its  limits,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  order  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Federal  garrisons,  and  take  the  needful 
security  for  the  safety  of  the  public  property 
which  may  remain  in  said  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That 
whenever  a  State  Convention,  duly  and  law- 
fully assembled,  shall  enact  that  the  safety 
of  the  State  requires  it  to  keep  troops  and 
ships  of  war,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
directed  to  recognize  the  exercise  of  that 
power  by  the  State,  and  by  proclamation 
to  give  notice  of  the  fact  for  the  information 
and  government  of  all  parties  concerned. 


SUSPENDING     CERTAIN     LAWS     IN      SECEDED 
1  STATES. 

January  19th,  1861.  Mr.  Mason  of<  Vir- 
ginia oflered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  printed : 

"  It  appearing  to  Congress  that  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  has,  by  an  ordinance  of 
the  people  of  that  State,  in  Convention  as- 
sembled, declared  the  State  separated  from 
the  United  States,  and  from  the  Government 
thereof,  as  established  under  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  it  further  appearing,  that  by  reason 
of  such  declared  separation,  there  are  no 
officers  of  the  United  States  acting  imder 


the  authority  thereof,  in  the  judiciary  de- 
partment of  this  Government,  or  under  the 
laws  for  the  collection  of  the  revenues  of 
the  United  States ;  whereby,  and  in  conse- 
quence whereof,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  in  fact  suspended  within  the 
limits  of  said  State ;  therefore,  to  avoid  any 
hostile  collision  that  might  arise  between 
the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  State  aforesaid,  in  the  attempt  to  ex- 
ecute laws  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
absence  of  those  officers  required  by  law  to 
administer  and  execute  said  laws  : 

"  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  That  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  joint  resolution,  all  laws  of 
the  United  States  directing  the  mode  in 
which  the  Army  and  Navy  and  other  public 
force  of  the  United  States  shall  be  used  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  aid 
of  the  civil  authorites  in  executing  the  laws 
and  authorizing  the  same,  and  all  laws 
for  the  collection  of  revenue  shall  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  suspended,  and  made 
inoperative  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
for  the  time  being ;  and  should  it  be  made 
to  appear  hereafter  by  the  executive  au- 
thority of  any  other  State  or  States,  that  a 
like  ordinance  has  been  passed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  any  State,  declaring  such  State  or 
States  separated  from  the  United  States, 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  announce  such  sep- 
aration by  his  proclamation,  and  all  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  shall,  in  like  manner, 
be  suspended  and  rendered  inoperative  in 
such  State  last  aforesaid." 

RETROCESSION  OF  FORTS  AND  ARSENALS. 

January  2d,  1861.  Mr.  Hunter  offered  in 
the  Senate  this  resolution,  upon  which,  on 
the  11th  of  January,  he  gave  his  opinion  on 
the  condition  of  the  covmtry  and  the  needed 
remedies : 

Whereas  certain  forts,  magazines,  arse- 
nals, dock-yards,  and  other  needful  build- 
ings have  been  placed  under  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  by  a  ces- 
sion to  that  effect  from  certain  States,  and 
it  maybe  the  desire  of  one  or  more  of  these 
States  to  resume  the  jurisdiction  thus  ceded : 
Now,  therefore — 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  authorized  by 
law,  upon  the  application  of  the  Legislature 
or  of  a  regular  Convention  of  the  people 
of  any  such  State,  to  retrocede  this  juris- 
diction to  such  States,  upon  taking  proper 
security  for  the  safe-keeping  and  return  of 
all  the  property  of  the  United  States,  or  for 
paying  for  the  value  of  the  same,  if  destroyed 
or  injured  by  the  act  of  any  of  the  States 
making  such  application. 

MR.  hunter's    plan   OF  ADJUSTMENT. 

In  his  speech,  Mr.  Hunter  indicated  the 
points  of  adjustment  which  he  considered 
indispensable 
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He  thought  the  Southern  people  were 
bound  to  withdraw  from  the  Government 
unless  they  c^n  get  constitutional  guaran- 
tees, which  shall  provide :  first,  that  Con- 
gress shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  States,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
in  the  dock-yards,  forts,  and  arsenals  of  the 
United  States;  second,  that  it  shall  not 
abolish,  tax,  or  obstruct  the  slave  trade  be- 
tween the  States  ;  third,  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  each  of  the  States  to  suppress  com- 
binations within  their  jurisdiction  for  armed 
invasions  of  another;  fourth,  that  States 
shall  be  admitted  with  or  without  slavery, 
according  to  the  election  of  the  people ; 
fifth,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  States 
to  restore  fugitive  slaves  when  within  their 
borders,  or  to  pay  the  value  of  the  same ; 
sixth,  that  fugitives  from  justice  shall  be 
deemed  all  those  who  have  offended  against 
the  laws  of  a  State  within  its  jurisdiction, 
and  who  have  escaped  therefrom ;  seventh, 
that  Congress  shall  recognize  and  protect  as 
property  whatever  is  held  to  be  such  by  the 
laws  or  prescriptions  of  any  State  within 
the  Territories,  dock-yards,  forts,  and  arse- 
nals within  the  United  States,  and  wherever 
the  United  States  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  ; 
with  the  following  exceptions  :  First,  it  may 
leave  the  subject  of  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude  to  the  people  of  the  Territories 
when  a  law  shall  be  passed  to  that  effect 
with  the  usual  sanction,  and  also  with  the 
assent  of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from 
the  slaveholding  States,  and  a  majority  of 
the  Senators  from  the  non-slaveholding 
States.  That  exception  is  designed  to  pi'O- 
vide  for  the  case  where  we  might  annex  a 
territory  almost  fully  peopled,  and  whose 
people  ought  to  have  the  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment, and  yet  might  not  be  ready  to  be 
admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union. 

The  next  exception  is  that  "  Congress  may 
divide  the  territories  to  the  effect  that  slavery 
or  involuntary  servitude  shall  be  prohibited 
in  one  portion  of  the  territory,  and  recog- 
nized and  protected  in  another;  provided 
the  law  has  the  sanction  of  a  majority  from 
each  of  the  sections  as  aforesaid,"  and  that 
exception  is  designed  to  provide  for  the  case 
where  an  unpeopled  territory  is  annexed, 
and  it  is  a  fair  subject  of  division  between 
the  two  sections. 

In  addition  to  these  "  guarantees  of  prm- 
ciples,"  there  should  be  "guarantees  of 
power,"  without  which  he  did  not  think  per- 
manent peace  could  be  secured.  He  indi- 
cated these  as  the  best:  First,  the  dual 
Executive,  not  in  the  form  proposed  by  Mr. 
Calhoun,  but  in  one  less  fairly  open  to  ob- 
jections.    He  would  provide : 

That  each  section  shall  elect  a  President, 
to  be  called  the  first  and  second  President : 
the  first  to  serve  for  four  years  as  President, 
the  next  to  succeed  him  at  the  end  of  four 
years,  and  to  govern  for  four  other  years, 
and  afterwards  to  be  re-eligible. 

That  during  the   term  of  service  of  the 


first  President,  the  second  should  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  with  a  casting  vote  in 
case  of  a  tie  ;  and  that  no  treaty  should  be 
valid  which  did  not  have  the  signatures  of 
both  Presidents,  and  the  assent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate. 

That  no  law  should  be  valid  which  did  not 
have  the  assent  of  both  Presidents,  or  in 
the  event  of  a  veto  by  one  of  them,  the  as- 
sent of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  of  the 
section  from  which  he  came. 

That  no  person  should  be  appointed  to  a 
local  oSice  in  the  section  from  which  the 
second  President  was  elected,  unless  the 
appointment  had  the  assent  of  that  Presi- 
dent, or,  in  the  event  of  his  veto,  the  assent 
of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from  the  sec- 
tion from  which  he  came. 

He  proposed  to  change  the  mode  of  elect- 
ing these  Presidents  as  follows  : 

I  would  provide  that  each  State  should  be 
divided  into  Presidential  electoral  districts ; 
that  each  district  should  elect  one  man,  and 
that  these  representatives  from  the  whole 
United  States  should  meet  in  one  chamber, 
and  that  the  two  men  who,  after  a  certain 
number  of  ballots,  received  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  should  be  submitted  as  the 
candidates  to  the  people,  and  he  should  be 
declared  as  President  who  received  a  major- 
ity of  the  districts — the  districts  each  vot- 
ing singly.  I  would  do  this  to  destroy  the 
opportunities  which  are  given  under  our 
present  system  of  nomination  to  the  forma- 
tion of  corrupt  combinations  for  purposes 
of  plunder  and  of  patronage.  I  would  sub- 
stitute this  instead  of  the  National  Conven- 
tions, which  have  already  done  so  much 
harm  in  our  system. 
Further : 

I  would  also  diminish  the  temptation  to 
such  corrupt  combinations  for  spoils  and 
patronage  by  the  fact  that  the  President, 
after  the  first  election,  would  be  elected  four 
years  before  he  commenced  his  service  as 
President,  and  in  the  meantime  he  would  be 
training  as  a  second  President  at  the  head 
of  the  Senate,  and  exercising  the  veto  power. 
The  fact  that  he  was  elected  four  years  be- 
forehand would  do  much  to  prevent  such 
combinations;  but,  further  than  this,  the 
effect  of  such  a  division  of  the  Executive 
power  would  be  to  destroy,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  miserable  system  of  rotation  in  office 
which  exists  at  present,  and  to  make  merit 
the  test  of  the  fitness  for  office,  and  a  guar- 
antee for  his  permanence  in  place;  for,  as 
the  second  President  would  probably  keep 
those  in  office  during  his  term  of  President 
whom  he  had  protected  by  his  veto  power 
before,  if  they  were  worthy  of  the  place,  the 
effect  would  be,  at  least  if  this  system  were 
introduced,  that  tlie  rotation  principle  would 
be  applied,  if  at  all,  not  once  in  four  years, 
but  once  in  eight  years. 

But  this  plan  would  have  another  good 
effect.  It  would  save  us  from  most  of  those 
ag-itations  attending  a  Presidential  election 
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which  now  disturb  tlie  country,  which  unset- 
tle public  affairs,  and  which  are  doing  so 
much  to  demoralize  and  corrupt  the  people. 
The  election  would  take  place  in  one  section 
at  a  time ;  it  would  take  place  in  each  sec- 
tion but  once  in  eight  years,  and  in  this  way 
we  would  escape  those  disturbances  which 
are  now  dividing  and  destroying  us. 

Further,  "  to  secure  the  proper  enforce- 
ment of  rights  which  are  now  without  reme- 
dies," he  proposed  "  that  the  Supreme  Court 
should  also  be  adjusted.  It  should  consist 
of  ten  judges — five  from  each  section — the 
Chief  Justice  to  be  one-of  the  five.  I  would 
allow  one  State  to  cite  another  State  before 
this  tribunal  to  charge  it  with  having  failed 
to  perform  its  constitutional  obligations ; 
and  if  the  court  decided  a  State  thus  cited 
to  be  in  default,  then  I  would  provide,  if  it 
did  not  repair  the  wrong  it  had  done,  that 
any  State  might  deny  to  its  citizens  within 
its  jurisdiction  the  privileges  of  citizens  in 
all  the  States;  that  it  might  tax  its  com- 
merce and  the  property  of  its  people  until  it 
ceased  to  be  in  default.  Thus  I  would  pro- 
vide a  npmedy  without  bringing  the  General 
Government  into  collision  with  the  States, 
aind  without  bringing  the  Supreme  Court 
into  collision  with  them.  Whenever  inter- 
national stipulations  in  regard  to  the  duties 
imposed  on  the  States,  as  laid  down  in  the 
Constitution,  are  violated,  I  would  remedy 
the  wrong  by  international  remedies.  I 
would  give  a  State  the  right,  in  such  cases, 
after  the  adjudication  of  the  court,  to  deny 
to  the  offending  State  the  performance  of 
the  mutual  obligations  which  had  been 
created  for  its  benefit.  In  this  way  I  believe 
that  these  wrongs  might  be  remedied  with- 
out producing  collision  in  the  system.  A 
self-cxecitting  process  would  thus  provide  a 
remedy  for  the  wrong,  without  a  jar  to  the 
machinery  of  Government.  In  order  to 
make  this  check  efficient,  it  should  be  pro- 
vided that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Cotu't 
in  each  section  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President  from  that  section,  and  this  is  the 
only  original  appointing  power  which  I 
would  give  to  the  second  President." 

In  consideration  of  these  changes,  he  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  "to  regulate  the  right 
of  Secession,  ivh/ch  I  hold  to  be  a  right  not 
given  in  the  Constitution,  hut  resitUingfrom 
the  nature  of  the  comjiact.  I  would  provide 
that,  before  a  State  seceded,  it  should  sum- 
mon a  Convention  of  the  States  in  tlie  sec- 
tion to  which  it  belonged,  and  submit  to 
thern  a  statement  of  its  grievances  and 
wrongs.  Should  a  majority  of  the  States  in 
such  Convention  decide  the  complaint  to  be 
well  founded,  then  the  State  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  secede  in  peace.  For,  whenever  a 
majority  of  States  in  an  entire  section  shall 
declare  that  good  cause  for  secession  exists, 
then  wlio  can  dispute  that  it  ought  to  take 
place  ?  Should  they  say,  however,  that  no 
good  cause  existed,  "then  the  moral  force  of 
such  a  decision,  on  the  part  of  confederates 


of  those  who  are  bound  to  the  complaining 
State  by  identical  and  homof^neous  inter- 
ests, would  prevent  it  from  prosecuting  the 
claim  any  further.  I  believe  that  the  sys- 
tem thus  adjusted  would  give  us  a  perma- 
nent Union,  an  efficient,  a  useful,  and  .just 
Government.  I  think  our  Government  would 
then  rank  among  the  most  permanent  of 
human  institutions.  It  is  my  honest  opinion 
that,  with  a  Government  thus  balanced,  and 
with  such  capacities  for  empire  as  our  peo- 
ple possess,  we  should  build  up  a  political 
system  whose  power  and  stability  and  bene- 
ficial influences  would  be  unparalleled  in  all 
the  history  of  the  past." 

He  believed  "this  scheme  afforded  the 
best  basis  of  settlement  which  has  yet  been 
devised.  There  are  other  schemes  upon 
which  I  would  settle.  I  would  settle  upon 
something  which  would  give  only  a  truce, 
provided  it  promised  to  be  a  long  truce,  and 
then  trust  to  public  opinion  and  the  progress 
of  truth  to  remedy  future  evils  when  they 
might  arise.  But  I  would  prefer,  when  we 
do  settle,  after  all  this  turmoil  and  confu- 
sion, that  we  should  do  so  upon  some  prin- 
ciple which  promises  us  a  permanent  adjust- 
ment, a  constant  and  continuing  peace,  a 
safe,  an  efficient,  and  a  stable  Government." 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Hunter's  speech,  this 
significant  colloquy  took  place  : 

Mr.  Baker.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  if  he  will  allow  me,  and  con- 
sider it  respectful,  one  question. 

Mr.  Hunter.     What  is  the  question? 

Mr.  Baker.  It  is  this:  If  a  majority  of 
this  branch  of  Congress — the  constitutional 
majority,  and  a  majority  of  the  other  branch, 
also  the  constitutional  majority — shall  pass 
constitutional  amendments,  to  be  submitted 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution 
for  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  that  event,  if  they  be  such  as  sub- 
stantially meet  the  views  of  the  gentlemen 
on  :the  other  side,  will  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  so  far  as  he  can,  throw  the  weight 
of  Virginia,  and  especially  the  weight  of  his 
own  individual  character,  to  maintain  the 
Constitution  as  it  is,  the  Government  as  it 
is,  the  laws  as  they  now  are,  with  the  power 
of  the  Government,  until  the  people  of  the 
States  shall  have  decided  upon  those  amend- 
ments ? 

Mr.  Hunter.  The  Senator  has  asked  me 
some  questions  which  I  cannot  answer.  I 
cannot  answer  for  Virginia ;  I  am  not  au- 
thorized to  do  so.  I  can  only  say  this :  that 
I  will  vote  for  the  propositions  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  which  were  presented 
in  committee  ;  and  other  gentlemen  declared 
that  they  believed  they  would  be  satisfac- 
tory ;  but  whether  the  people,  who  are  now 
seceding  and  getting  in  hue  together  for 
purposes  of  common  defence,  would  M-ait  to 
ascertain  whether  the  State  would  adopt 
them,  I  am  not  authorized  to  say. 

Mr.  Baker.  That  is  not  quite  it:  I  do 
not  make  myself  understood  l)y  the  gentle- 
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man.  TVill  the  gentleman  himself,  as  a 
Senator , 

Mr.  Hunter.  If  the  Senator  is  not  satis- 
fied I  cannot  satisfy  him. 

Mr.  Baker.     Ah ! 

For  speech  and  colloquy,  see  Congression- 
al Globe,  second  session,  36th  Congress, 
pages  328-332. 

No  vote  was  taken  upon  the  resolution. 

CONSTRUCTION    OF    SCREW    SLOOPS     OP    WAR. 

February  11th.  The  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  adopted  an  amendment 
to  the  Naval  Appropriation  bill,  providing 
for  the  construction  of  seven  steam  screw 
sloops  of  war  of  the  second  class,  with  full 
steam  power,  whose  greatest  draught  of 
water  shall  not  exceed  14  feet,  and  appro- 
priating .$1,200,000  for  the  purpose.  The 
vote  was,  yeas  30,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  BigUr,  Bingham,  Cam- 
eron, Cbandler,  Clark,  Coilamer,  Doolittle,  Durkee,  Fessen- 
den,  Foot,  Grimes,  Halo,  Harlan,  Jnhnson  of  Tennessee, 
Kennedi/,  Kin.ET,  Latham,  Morrill,  Sebastian,  Seward,  Sim- 
mons, Suraner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomson,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, and  Wilson — 30. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bragq,  Bright,  Clingmnn,  Crit- 
tenden, Fitch,  Gtvin,  Hemphill,  Hunter,  Lane,  itasnn,  AVc/z- 
ohon,  Pearcc,  Polk,  Powell,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  and  Wigfall 
—18. 

12th.  The  amendment  made  in  Senate  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  agreed  to, 
yeas  27,  nays  17. 

20th.  The  House  adopted  the  amendment, 
yeas  114,  nays  38,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Jlossrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Adrain,  Aldrich,  Allen, 
Alloy,  Wm.  C.  Anderson,  Ashley,  Barr,  Bingluun,  Blake, 
Bray  ton,  Briggs,  Bristow,  Buffintou,  Burlingaruc,  Burnham, 
Butterfield,  Campbell,  Carey,  Carter,  Case,  Coburu,  C.  B. 
Cochrane,  John  Cochrane,  Colfax,  Conkling,  Conway,  Cox, 
Curtis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Duoll,  Dunn,  Edgorton,  Edwards, 
Eliot,  Ely,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Ferry,  Florence,  Frank, 
French,  Gooch,  Graham,  Grow,  GurJey,  Hall,  Ilamiltrm, 
J.  Morrison  Harris,  Helmick,  Hoard,  Holman,  William, 
Howard,  Humphrey,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  Junkin,  Francis 
W.  Kellogg,  Wm.  Kellogg,  Kenyou,  Killinger,  Larrahee, 
Do  Witt  C.  Leach,  Lee,  Longnecker,  Loomis,  Lovei'oy, 
Marston,  McKean,  McKcnty,  McKnight,  McPlierson,  hill- 
S'»i,  Mill  ward,  Laban  T.  Moore,  Moorhead,  Jlorrill,  Edward 
Joy  Morris,  Isaac  iV.  Morris.  Morse,  Ni.xon,  Olin,  PulnKT, 
Porter,  Pottar^  Pottle,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  Riee,  Chris- 
topher Robinson,  Royco,  Scranton,"  Sedgwick,  Sickles, 
Spaulding,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stoven.s,  Wm.'Stewart,  Strat- 
ton,  Tappaii,  Theaker,  Tompkins,  Van  AVyck,  Verree, 
Wade,  Waldron,  CadwaladerC.  Washburn,  Ellihu  B.Wash- 
burne,  Webster,  Wells,  Wilson.  Win<lom.  Woodrutf— 114. 

Nats — Messrs.  Avery,  Barrett,  Bocock,  Branch,  Brown, 
Burch,  Burnett,  John  B.  Clark,  Burton  Craige,  John  G. 
Davis,  De,  Jamettc,  Edmundson,  Etheridge,  Gamett,  John  T. 
Harris,  Hatton,  Hindman,  Hughes,  .James  M.  Leach,  Elbert 
S.  Martin,  Nelson,  Niblack,  Phelps.  Quarles,  Biggs,  James 
0.  Robinson.  Rust,  Scott,  Sherman,  Simms,  Wm.  N.  11.  Smith, 
Slerenr.07i,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Vallandigham,  Vance,  Winslow, 
and  Wright— Z?,. 

RECOGNITION     OP     THE     SOUTHERN    CONFEDER- 
ACY. 

February  11,  1861.  Mr.  Burton  Craige 
of  North  Carolina,  offered  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  on  hismotion  : 

Whereas,  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Florida,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana  have  seceded  from  the  Confed- 
eracy of  the  United  States,  and  have  estab- 
lished a  Government  under  the  name  of 


"the  Confederacy  of  the  United  States 
South;"  and  whereas  it  is  desiralile  that  the 
most  amicable  relations  should  exist  between 
the  two  Governments,  and  war  should  be 
avoided  as  the  greatest  calamity  which  can 
befall  them : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  IIoti.se  of  Rep- 
resentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  is.  hereby,  re- 
quired to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
said  government  as  soon  as  he  is  informed 
officially  of  its  establishment ;  and  that  he 
receive  such  envoy,  embassador,  or  com- 
missioner as  may  or  shall  be  appointed  by 
said  government  for  the  purpose  of  amicably 
adjusting  the  matters  in  dispute  with  said 
Government. 

It  was  not  reported  from  the  Committee. 

THE     territorial    DIFFICULTIES     SETTLED     BY 
CONGRESS. 

Congress  passed  and  the  President  ap- 
proved bills  to  provide  temporary  govern- 
ments for  Colorado,  February  28th,  Nevada, 
March  2d,  and  Dakotah,  March  2d,  1861. 

Tliese  three  Territories  cover  the  entire 
region  owned  by  the  United  States  and  not 
included  within  the  States. 

The  sixth  and  sixteenth  sections  of  each 
bill  are  as  follows  : 

"  That  the  legislative  power  of  the  Terri- 
tory shall  extend  to  all  rightful  subjects  of  leg- 
islation consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  provisions  of  the 
act ;  but  no  law  shall  be  passed  interfering 
with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil ;  no  tax 
shall  be  imposed  upon  the  property  of  the 
United  States ;  nor  shall  the  lands  or  other 
property  of  non-residents  be  taxed  higher 
than  the  lands  or  the  property  of  residents ; 
nor  shall  any  law  be  passed  impairing  the 
right  of  private  property ;  nor  shall  any  dis- 
crimination be  made  in  taxing  different 
kinds  of  property ;  but  all  property  subject 
to  taxation  shall  be  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  the  property  taxed. 

"That  the  Constitution  and  all  laws  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  not  locally  inappli- 
cable, shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect 
within  the  said  Territory  of  Dakotah  as  else- 
where within  the  United  States." 

The  ninth  section  contains  this  provision : 

"And  each  of  the  said  District  Courts  shall 
have  and  exercise  the  same  jurisdistion  in 
all  cases  arising  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  as  is  vested  in  the 
Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  said  Supreme  and  District 
Courts  of  the  said  Territory,  and  the  respec- 
tive judges  thereof,  shall  and  may  grant 
writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  all  cases  in  which 
the  same  are  grantable  by  the  judges  of  the 
United  States' in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

The  provisions  of  these  bills  M'cre,  as  was 
announced  in  debate,  agreed  upon  by  Mr. 
Green  of  Missouri,  Chairman  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Territories,  and  Mr.  Grow 
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of  Pennsylvania,  Chairman  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Territories,  Mr.  Wade  and 
others  in  consultation,  and  the  bills  passed 
without  material  opposition  in  either  House. 
The  Colorado  bill  passed  the  Senate  Feb- 
ruary 4th,  without  a  division,  and  the  House, 
February  18th,  by  a  vote  of  90  yeas  to  44 
nays  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Aldrich,  Alley, 
Bingham,  Blair,  Blake,  Brayton,  Buffinton,  Burlin- 
ganie,  Burnham,  Butterfield,  Campbell,  Carey,  Carter, 
Case.  Colfax,  Conkling,  Conway,  Covode,  Dawes,  Delano, 
Diiell,  Edgcrton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Farnsworth,  Fenton, 
Fhreiice,  Frank,  French,  Gooch,  Graham,  Grow,  Gurley, 
Hale,  Hall,  Helmick,  William  Howard,  William  A.  Howard, 
Iliiniphrev,  Hutchins,  Irvine,  Jynkin,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
William  Kellogg,  Kenyon,  Killinger,  De  WittC.  Leach,  Lee, 
Longnecker,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Marston,  McKean,  McKenty, 
McKnight,  MePherson,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Edward  Joy 
Morris,  Isaac  If  .Morris,  Morse,  Nixon,  Palmer,  Porter,  Pot- 
ter, Pottle,  Edwin  R.  Reynolds,  Rice,  Christopher  Robinson, 
Rovce,  Scranton,  Sedgwick,  Spinner,  Stanton,  Stevens,  Tap- 
pan,  Tompkins,  Train,  Vandever,  Wade,  Waldron,  Walton, 
Cadwalader  C.  Washburn,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Wells, 
Wiiidom,  Wood,  Woodruff— 90. 

Nats— Messrs.  A  drain,  Allen,  W.  C.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
ren.  B'icock,  Burch,  Burnett,  Horace  F.  Clark,  Jnn.  B.  Clark, 
Jnn.  Cochrane,  Corwin,  Cox,  Burton  Graige,  Jnn.  G.  Davis,  De 
Jamette,  hdmundson,  Gartiett,  Gilmer,  John  T.  Harris,  Hat- 
ton,  Hindman,  Hnlman,  Htighf.s,  Leake,  Logan,  Maynard, 
McClernand,  Millson,  Laban  T.  Moore,  Nelson,  Niblack, 
Pettit,  Plielps,  Pryor,  Quarles,  James  C.  Robinson,  Evffin, 
fiickUs,  Simms,  William  N.  H.  Smith,  Stevensmi,  Stokes, 
Thomas— U. 

The  Nevada  bill  was  passed  by  the  House, 
March  1st — yeas  91,  nays  32,  and  the  Da- 
kotah,  same  day,  without  a  division. 

ON     PROTECTING     SLAVERY    IN     THE     TERRITO- 
RIES. 

During  the  consideration  of  the  Davis 
resolutions  in  the  United  States  Senate  in 
May,  1860, 

Mr.  Thomas  L.  Clingman  of  North  Caro- 
lina, May  24th,  offered  an  amendment  to  add 
to  the  fourth  resolution  the  following : 

''Resolved,  That  the  existing  condition  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States  does  not 
require  the  intervention  of  Congress  for  the 
protection  of  property  in  slaves." 

Mr.  Albert  G.  Brown  of  Mississippi,  moved 
to  strike  from  the  amendment  the  word  "not," 
so  as  to  assert  that  the  existing  condition  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States  does  re- 
quire the  intervention  of  Congress  for  the 
protection  of  property  in  slaves. 

Which  was  rejected  May  25th — yeas  5, 
nays  43,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  Jverson,  Johnson  of  Arkan- 
sas, i'ulee — S. 

IS' ATS— Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bigler.  Bingham,  Bragg.  Bright, 
Chandler,  Che.'muf,  Clark,  Clivgman,  CoUamer,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Doilittle,  I^tzpatrirk,  Foot,  Grem,  Gimv. 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Hammond,  Ihmphill,  Hunter,  Johm<m  of 
Tennessee,  Kennrdi/,  Jjone.  Latham.  Mallory,  Mason,  JVich- 
ol.'<m,  Pearre.  P<,lk,  Powell.  Pigh.  Rice.  M>ast.ian,  Slidell, 
Ten  Eyck,  Toombs,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wigfall,  Wilson — 13. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Clingman's 
amendment. 


Mr.  CoLLAMER  of  Vcrmout,  moved  to 
amend  it  so  as  to  make  it  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  condition  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States  does 
not,  and  in  our  opinion  never  will,  require, 
etc. 

Which  was  rejected-— yeas  16,  nays  33,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark,  CoUamer, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Harlan, 
Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilson — 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Bragg,  Bright,  Browv, 
Chesnut,  Clay,  Clingman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Ham- 
mond, Hemphill,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkansas, 
Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Lane,  Latham,  Mallory,  JUason, 
Nicholson,  Pearce,  Polk,  Powell,  Pugh,  Rice,  SauUhury, 
Sebastian,  Slidell,  Toombs,  Wig/all,  I'MZec— 33. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clingman  was  then 
agreed  to — yeas  26,  nays  23,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bigler,  Bingham,  Bragg,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Clingman,  CoUamer,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  F<xit, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Ken- 
nedy, Latham,  Polk,  Pugh,  Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  Toombs, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilson— 26. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bright,  Brown,  Chesnut,  Clay, 
Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Green.  Hammond,  Hunter,  Iverson, 
Lane,  Mallory,  Mascm.  JVicholson,  Pearce,  Powell,  Rice, 
Saulsbury,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Wig/all,  Yulee — 23. 

When  the  fifth  resolution  was  pending, 

Mr.  Clingman  moved  to  amend  by  adding, 
as  follows : 

^'Provided,  That  it  is  not  hereby  intended 
to  assert  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  a 
system  of  laws  for  the  maintenance  of 
slavery." 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  12,  nays  31, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — 51essrs.  Clark,  Clingman,  Dixon,  Foot,  Foster, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Latham,  I\igh,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wilson 
—12. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bragg,  Bright,  Brown,  Chesnut, 
Clay,  Davis,  Fit zpa't rick.  Green,  Hammrmd,  Hemphill, 
Hunter,  Iverson.  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennes- 
see, Kennedy,  Lane,  Mallory,  Mason,  JVicholsfm,  Pearce, 
Polk,  Poiveli,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Thomson, 
Toombs,  Wig/all,  I'ulee — 31. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi,  then  offered  a 
substitute  for  the  fifth  resolution,  as  follows  : 

"  That  experience  having  already  shown 
that  the  Constitution  and  the  common  law, 
unaided  by  statutory  enactment,  do  not 
afford  adequate  and  sufficient  protection  to 
slave  property — some  of  the  Territories  hav- 
ing failed,  others  having  refused  to  pass  such 
enactments — it  has  become  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  interpose  and  pass  such  laws  as  will 
afford  to  slave  property  in  the  Territories 
that  protection  which  is  given  to  other  kinds 
of  property." 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  3,  nays  42,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brmvn,  Johnson  ^f  Arkansas,   Mallory — 3. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bigl/T,  Bragg,  Bright,  Chesnut, 
Clark,  Clay,  Clingman,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Fitzpatrick,  Foot,  Foster,  Green,  Grimes,  Gwin,  Hamlin. 
Harlan,  Hemphill,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Tennessee. 
Lane,  Latham,  Mason,  J\Vc7i/>/.?on,  Pearce,  Polk,  Powell, 
Pugh,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Slidell.  Ten  Eyck,  Thomicm,  Toombs, 
Trumbull,  WigifaU,  Wilson,  I'ulee — 42. 


CONSTITUTION   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

AND  OF  THE 

"CONFEDERATE"   STATES. 


WITH  AN  INDEX  TO  BOTH. 


Constitution  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

We  the  People  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  Jus- 
tice, insure  domestic  Tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  promote  the  general 
Welfare,  and  secure  the  Blessings  of  Liberty 
to  ourselves  and  our  Posterity,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitdtion  for  the  United 
States  of  America. 

ARTICLE   I. 

SECTION    I. 

All  legislative  Powers  herein  granted  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives. 

SECTION    II. 

The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  com- 
posed of  Members  chosen  every  second  Year  by 
the  People  of  the  several  States,  and  the  Elec- 
tors in  each  State  shall  have  the  Qualifications 
requisite  for  Electors  of  the  most  numerous 
Branch  of  the  State  Legislature. 

No  Person  shall  be  a  Representative  who  shall 
not  have  attained  to  the  Age  of  twenty  five 
Years,  and  been  seven  Years  a  Citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected, 
be  an  Inhabiiant  of  that  State  in  which  he  shall 
be  chosen. 

Representatives  and  direct  Taxes  shall  be  ap- 
portioned among  the  several  States  which  may 
be  included  within  this  Union,  according  to 
their  respective  Numbers,  which  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  adding  to  the  whole  Number  of  free 
Persons,  including  those  bound  to  Service  for 
a  Term  of  Years,  and  excluding  Indians  not 
taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  Persons.  The 
actual  Enumeration  shall  be  made  within  three 
Years  after  the  first  Meeting  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  within  every  subsequent 
Term  of  ten  Years,  in  such  Manner  as  they  shall 
by  Law  direct.  The  Number  of  Representatives 
shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  Thousand, 
but  each  State  shall  have  at  Least  one  Repre- 
sentative ;  and  until  such  enumeration  shall  be 
made,  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  shall  be  en- 
titled to  chuse  three,  Massachusetts  eight,  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations  one,  Con- 
necticut five.  New  York  six,  New  Jersey  four, 
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Pennsylvania  eight,  Delaware  one,  Maryland 
six,  Virginia  ten,  North  Carolina  five,  South 
Carolina  five,  and  Georgia  three. 

When  vacancies  happen  in  the  Representation 
from  any  State,  the  Executive  Authority  thereof 
shall  issue  Writs  of  Election  to  fill  such  Vacan- 
cies. 

The  House  of  Representatives  shall  chuse 
their  Speaker  and  other  Officers ;  and  shall  have 
the  sole  Power  of  Impeachment. 

SECTION   III. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  com- 
posed of  two  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen 
by  the  Legislature  thereof,  for  six  Years  ;  and 
each  Senator  shall  have  one  Vote. 

Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in 
Consequence  of  the  first  Election,  they  shall  be 
divided  as  equally  as  may  be  into  three  Classes. 
The  Seats  of  the  Senators  of  the  first  Class  shall 
be  vacated  at  the  Expiration  of  the  second  Year, 
of  the  second  Class  at  the  Expiration  of  the 
fourth  Year,  and  of  the  third  Class  at  the  Expi- 
ration of  the  sixth  Year,  so  that  one-third  may 
be  chosen  every  second  Year  ;  and  if  Vacancies 
happen  by  Resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  the 
Recess  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  the  Ex- 
ecutive thereof  may  make  temporary  Appoint- 
ments until  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Legislature, 
which  shall  then  fill  such  Vacancies. 

No  Person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not 
have  attained  to  the  Age  of  thirty  Years,  and 
been  nine  Years  a  Citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  Inhab- 
itant of  that  State  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no 
Vote,  unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

The  i^enate  shall  chuse  their  other  Officers, 
and  also  a  President  pro  tempore,  in  the  Absence 
of  the  Vice  President,  or  when  he  shall  exer- 
cise the  Office  of  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  Power  to  try 
all  Impeachments.  When  sitting  for  that  Pur- 
pose, they  shall  be  on  Oath  or  Affirmation. 
When  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  preside:  And  no 
Person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  Con- 
currence of  two  thirds  of  the  Members  present. 

Judgment  in  Cases  of  Impeachment  shall  not 
extend  further  than  to  removal  from  Office,  and 
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pisquahfication  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  Office  of 
honour,  Trust  or  Profit  under  the  United  States  : 
but  the  Party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be 
liable  and  subject  to  Indictment,  Trial,  Judg- 
ment a<id  Punishment,  according  to  Law. 

SECTION    IV. 

The  Times,  Places  and  Manner  of  holding 
Elections  for  Senators  andRepresentatives,  shall 
be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature 
thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time  by 
Law  make  or  alter  such  Regulations,  except  as 
to  the  places  of  chusing  Senators. 

The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in 
every  Year,  and  such  Meeting  shall  be  on  the 
trst  Monday  in  December,  unless  they  shall  bv 
Law  appoint  a  different  Day. 

SECTION    V. 

Each  House  shall  be  the  Judge  of  the  Elec- 
tions, Returns  and  Qualifications  of  its  own 
Members,  and  a  Majority  of  each  shall  con- 
stitute a  Quorum  to  do  Business  ;  but  a  smaller 
Iv  umber  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may 
be  authorized  to  compel  the  Attendance  of  ab- 
sent Members,  in  such  Manner,  and  under  such 
Penalties  as  each  House  may  provide. 

Each  House  may  determine  the  Rules  of  its 
Proceedings,  punish  its  Members  for  disorderly 
Behaviour,  and,  with  the  Concurrence  of  two 
thirds,  expel  a  Member. 

Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal  of  its  Pro- 
ceedings, and  from  time  to  time  publish  the 
same,  excepting  such  Parts  as  may  in  their 
Judgment  require  Secrecy  ;  and  the  Yeas  and 
IN  ays  of  the  Members  of  either  House  on  any 
question  shall,  at  the  Desire  of  one  fifth  of  those 
Present,  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

Neither  House,  during  the  Session  of  Con- 
gress, shall,  without  the  Consent  bf  the  other 
adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any 
other  Place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses 
shall  be  sitting. 

SECTION   VI, 

The  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  receive 
a  Compensation  for  their  Services,  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  Law,  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  They  shall  in  all  Cases,  ex- 
cept Treason,  Felony  and  Breach  of  the  Peace, 
be  privileged  from  Arrest  during  their  Attend- 
ance at  the  Session  of  their  respective  Houses, 
and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same  ; 
and  for  any  Speech  or  Debate  in  either  House, 
they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  Place. 

No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  durin"- 
the  Time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed 
to  any  civil  Ofiice  under  the  Authority  of  the 
United  States,  which  shall  have  been  created, 
or  the  Emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been 
encreased  during  such  time;  and  no  Person 
holding  any  Office  under  the  United  States, 
shall  be  a  Member  of  either  House  during  his 
Continuance  in  Office* 

SECTION   VII. 

♦i.'^^u^^^'^  for  raising  Revenue  shall  originate  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  ;  but  the  Senate 
may  propose  or  concur  with  Amendments  as  on 
other  Bills. 

Every  Bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  shall,  before 
It  become  a  Law,  be  presented  to  the  President 


I  of  the  United  States  ;  If  he  approve  he  si 
sign  it,  but  if  not  he  shall  return  it,  with  i 
Objections  to  that  House  in  which  it  shall  ha 
originated,  who  shall  enter  the  Objections  i, 
large  on  their  Journal,  and  proceed  to  reconl 
sider  it.  If  after  such  Reconsideration  twt*- 
thirds  of  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the 
Bill,  it  sha  1  be  sent,  together  with  the  Objec- 
tions, to  the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall 
likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by 
two  thirds  of  that  House,  it  shall  become  a  Law. 
But  in  all  such  Cases  the  Votes  of  both  Houses 
shall  bo  determined  by  yeas  and  Nays,  and  the 
Names  of  the  Persons  voting  for  and  against  the 
Bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  of  each 
House  respectively.  If  any  Bill  shall  not  be 
returned  by  the  President  within  ten  Days 
(Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been 
presented  to  him,  ihe  Same  shall  be  a  law,  in 
like  Manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the 
Congress  by  their  Adjournment  prevent  its 
return,   in  which  Case  it  shall  not  be  a  Law. 

Every  Order,  Resolution,  or  Vote  to  which  the 
Concurrence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives may  be  necessary  (except  on  a 
question  of  Adjournment)  shall  be  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  before 
the  Same  shall  take  Effect,  shall  be  approved  by 
him,  or  being  disapproved  T)y  him,  shall  be  re- 
passed by  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Ptepresentatives,  according  to  the  Rules  and 
Limitations  prescribed  in  the  Case  of  a  Bill. 

SECTION   VIII, 


The  Congress  shall  have  Power 
To  lay  and  collect  Taxes,  Duties,  Imposts  and 
Lxcises,  to  pay  the  Debts  and  provide  for  tie 
common  Defence  and  general  Welfare  of  the 
United  States;  butall  Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States  ; 
To  borrow  Money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States ; 

To  regulate  Commerce  with  foreign  Nations 
and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  In- 
dian Tribes  ; 

To  establish  an  uniform  Rule  of  Naturaliza- 
tion, and  uniform  Laws  on  the  subject  of  Bank- 
ruptcies throughout  the  United  States; 

To  coin  Money,  regulate  the  Value  thereof, 
and  of  foreign  Coin,  and  fix  the  Standard  of 
Weights  and  Measures  ; 

To  provide  for  the  Punishment  of  counter- 
feiting the  Securities  and  current  Coin  of  the 
United  States; 
To  establish  Post  Offices  and  post  Roads ; 
To  promote  the  progress  of  Science  and  use- 
ful Arts,  by  securing  for  limited  Times  to  Au- 
thors and  Inventors  the  exclusive  Right  to  their 
respective  Writings  and  Discoveries  ; 

To  constitute  Tribunals  inferior  to  the  su- 
preme Court ; 

To  define  and  punish  Piracies  and  Felonies 
committed  on  the  high  Seas,  and  Offences 
against  the  Law  of  Nations  ; 

To  declare  War,  grant  Letters  of  Marque  and 
Reprisal,  and  make  Rules  concerning  Captures 
on  Land  and  Water  ; 

To  raise  and  support  Armies,  but  no  Appro- 
priation of  Money  to  that  Use  shall  be  for  a 
longer  Term  than  two  Years  ; 

To  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy  • 
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."o  make  Rules. for  the  Government  and  Regu- 

i'^u  of  the  land  and  naval  Forces; 

To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to 
xecute  the  Laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  Insur- 
ections  and  repel  Invasions; 

To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
ciplining, the  Militia,  and  for  governing  such 
Part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the 
States  respectively,  the  Appointment  of  the 
OtScers,  and  the  Authority  of  training  the 
Milifla  according  to  the  Discipline  prescribed 
by  Congress ; 

To  exercise  exclusive  Legislation  in  all  Cases 
whatsoever,  over  such  District  (not  exceeding 
ten  Miles  square)  as  may,  by  Cession  of  parti- 
cular States,  and  the  Acceptance  of  Congress, 
become  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  Authority 
over  all  Places  purchased  by  the  Consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  Same  shall 
be,  for  the  Erection  of  Forts,  Magazines,  Ar- 
senals, Dock-Yai"ds,  and  other  needful  Build- 
ings ; — And 

To  make  all  Laws  which  shall  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  Execution  the 
foregoing  Powers,  and  all  other  Powers  vested 
by  this  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  Department  or  Officer 
thereof. 

SECTION    IX. 

The  Migration  or  Importation  of  such  Persons 
as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the 
Congress  prior  to  the  Year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  but  a  Tax  or  Duty  may  be 
imposed  on  such  Importation,  not  exceeding  ten 
dollars  for  each  Person. 

The  Privilege  of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  Cases  of 
Rebellion  or  Invasion  the  public  Safety  may  re- 
quire it. 

No  Bill  of  Attainder  or  ex  post  facto  Law  shall 
be  passed.       ,  , 

No  Capitation,  or  other  direct,  Tax  shall  be 
laid,  unless  in  Proportion  to  the  Census  or  Enu- 
meration herein  before  directed  to  be  taken. 

No  Tax  or  Duty  shall  be  laid  on  Articles  ex- 
ported from  any  State. 

No  Preference  shall  be  given  by  any  Regula- 
tion of  Commerce  or  Revenue  to  the  Ports  of  one 
State  over  those  of  another:  nor  shall  Vessels 
bound  to,  or  from,  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter, 
clear,  or  pay  Duties  in  another. 

No  Money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
but  in  Consequence  of  Appropriations  made  by 
Law  ;  and  a  regular  Statement  and  Account  of 
the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  all  public 
Money  shall  be  published  from  time  to  time. 

No  Title  of  Nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the 
United  States:  and  no  Person  holding  any  OfiBce 
of  Profit  or  Trust  under  them,  shall,  without 
the  Consent  of  the  Congress,  accept  of  any 
present,  Emolument,  Office,  or  Title,  of  any  kind 
whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign 
State. 

SECTION    X. 

No  State  shall  enter  into  any  Treaty,  Alliance, 
or  Confederation';  grant  Letters  of  Marque  and 


Reprisal ;  coin  Money  ;  emit  Bills  of  Credit ; 
make  any  Thing  but  gold  and  silver  Coin  a  Ten- 
der in  Payment  of  Debts  ;  pass  any  Bill  of 
Attainder,  ex  post  facto  Law,  or  Law  impairing 
the  Obligation  of  Contracts,  or  grant  any  Title 
of  Nobility. 

No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Congress,  lay  any  Imposts  or  Duties  on  Imports 
or  Exports,  except  what  may  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  executing  it's  inspection  Laws:  and 
the  net  Produce  of  all  Duties  and  Imports,  laid 
by  any  State  on  Imports  or  Exports,  shall  be 
for  the  Use  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ; 
and  all  such  Laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  Revis- 
ion and  Controul  of  the  Congress. 

No  State  shall,  without  the  Consent  of  Con- 
gress, lay  any  Duty  of  Tonnage,  keep  Troops,  or 
Ships  of  War  in  time  of  Peace,  enter  into  any 
Agreement  or  Compact  with  another  State,  or 
with  a  foreign  Power,  or  engage  in  War,  unless 
actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  Danger 
as  will  not  admit  of  Delay. 

ARTICLE    II. 

SECTION    I. 

The  executive  Power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America.  He 
shall  hold  his  Office  during  the  Term  of  four 
Years,  and,  together  with  the  Vice  President, 
chosen  for  the  same  Term,  be  elected,  as  fol- 
lows 

Each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  Manner  as 
the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  Number  of 
Electors,  equal  to  the  whole  Number  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be 
entitled  in  the  Congress :  but  no  Senator  or 
Representative,  or  Person  holding  an  OfSce  of 
Trust  or  Profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  bo 
appointed  an  Elector. 

[The  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective 
States,  and  vote  by  Ballot  for  two  Persons,  of 
whom  one  at  least  shall  not  be  an  Inhabitant 
of  the  same  State  with  themselves.  And  they 
shall  make  a  List  of  all  the  Persons  voted  for, 
and  of  the  Number  of  Votes  for  each  ;  which 
List  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit 
sealed  to  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate.  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in 
the  Presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, open  all  the  Certificates,  and  the 
Votes  shall  then  be  counted.  The  Person  hav- 
ing the  greatest  Number  of  Votes  shall  be  the 
President,  if  such  Number  be  a  Majority  of  the 
whole  Number  of  Electors  appointed;  and  if 
there  be  more  than  one  who  have  such  Majority, 
and  have  an  equal  Number  of  Votes,  then  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  immediately 
chuse  by  Ballot  one  of  them  for  President ;  and 
if  no  Person  have  a  Majority,  then  from  the 
five  highest  on  the  List  the  said  House  shall  in 
like  Manner  chuse  the  President.  But  in 
chusing  the  President,  the  Votes  shall  be  taken 
by  States,  the  Representation  from  each  State 
having  one  Vote;  A  Quorum  for  this  Purpose 
shall  consist  of  a  Member  or  Members  from  two- 
thirds  of  the  St.ates,  and  a  Majority  of  all  the 
States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  Choice.  In  every 
Case,  after  the  Choice  of  the  President,  the  Per- 
son having  the  greatest  Number  of  Votes  of  the 
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Electors  shall  be  the  Vice  President.  But  if 
there  should  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal 
Votes,  the  Senate  shall  chuse  from  them  by 
Ballot  the  Vice  President.*] 

The  Congress  may  determine  the  Time  of 
chusing  the  Electors,  and  the  Day  on  which 
they  shall  give  their  Votes ;  which  Day  shall  be 
the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

ISO  Pe- son  except  a  natural  born  Citizen,  or  a 
Citizen  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the 
Adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  Office  of  President;  neither  shall  any  Per- 
son be  eligible  to  that  Office  who  shall  not  have 
attained  to  the  Age  of  thirty  five  Years,  and  been 
lourteen  Years  a  Resident  within  the  United 
btates.  I 

In  Case  of  the  Removal  of  the  President  from 
Office,  or  of  his  Death,  Resignation,  or  Inability 
to  discharge  the  Powers  and  Duties  of  the  said 
Office,  the  same  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  the  Congress  may  by  Law  provide  for 
the  Case  of  Removal,  Death,  Resignation,  or  In- 
ability, both  of  the  President  and  Vice  President 
declaring  what  Officer  shall  then  act  as  Presi- 
dent and  such  Officer  shall  act  accordingly, 
unti  the  Disability  be  removed,  or  a  President 
shall  be  elected. 

The  President  shall,  at  stated  Times,  receive 
Jor  his  feervices,  a  Compensation,  which  shall 
neither  be  encreased  nor  diminished  during  the 
Period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
and  he  shall  not  receive  within  that  Period  any 
other  Emolument  from  the  United  States,  or  any 
of  them.  ■' 

Before  he  enter  on  the  Execution  of  his  Office 
he  shall  take  the  following  Oath  or  Affirmal 
tion : — 

r  -"J/i^,  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will 
faithfully  execute  the  Office  of  President  of  the 
Lnited  States,  and  will  to  the  best  of  my  Abil- 
ity, preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States." 


the  President  alone,  in  the  Courts  of  Law,  or  in 
the  Heads  of  Departments. 

The  President  shall  have  Power  to  fill  up  all 
Vacancies  that  may  hai  pen  during  the  Recess  of 
the  Senate,  by  granting  Commissions  which 
shall  expire  at  the  End  of  their  next  Session. 

SECTION  III. 

He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Con- 
gress Information  of  the  State  of  the  Union, 
and  recommend  to  their  Consideration  such 
Measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  ex- 
pedient; he  may,  on  extraordinary  Occasions, 
convene  both  Houses,  or  either  of  them,  and  in 
Case  of  Disagreement  between  them,  with 
Respect  to  the  Time  of  Adjournment,  he  may  ad- 
journ them  to  such  Time  as  he  shall  think 
proper;  he  shall  receive  Ambassadors  and  other  . 
public  Ministers ;  he  shall  take  Care  that  the 
Laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and  shall  Com- 
mission all  the  officers  of  the  United  Statea. 

SECTION  IV. 

The  President,  Vice  President  and  all  civil 
Officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed 
from  Office  on  Impeachment  for,  and  Conviction 
of.  Treason,  Bribery,  or  other  high  Crimes  and 
Alisdemeanors. 


SECTION  11. 

The  President  shall  be  Commander  in  Chief 
Of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  Mihtia  of  the  several  States,  when  called 
into  the  actual  Service  of  the  United  States  •  he 
may  require  the  Opinion,  in  writing,  of 'the 
principal  Officer  in  each  of  the  executive  De- 
partments, upon  any  Subject  relating  to  the 
Duties  of  their  respective  Offices,  and  he  shall 
have  Power  to  grant  Reprieves  and  Pardons  for 
Offences  against  the  United  States,  except  in 
Cases  of  Impeachment. 

He  shall  have  Power,  by  and  with  the  Advice 
and  Consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  Treaties 
provided  two  thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concur;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and 
with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Senate,  shall 
appoint  Ambassadors,  other  public  Miniaters 
and  Consuls,  Judges  of  the  supreme  Court,  and 
all  other  Officers  of  the  United  States,  whose 
Appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  Law  •  but 
the  Congress  may  by  Law  vest  the  Appointment 
of  such  inferior  Officers,  as  they  think  proper,  in 

R««*t'L'imK*"f?,°*",*'!?  Constitution  has  beoa  annulled. 
See  twelfth  article  of  tiie  amendment,  page  98. 


ARTICLE  III. 

SECTION  I. 

The  judicial  Power  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  vested  in  one  supreme  Court,  and  in  such 
inferior  Courts  as  the  Congress  may  from  time 
to  time  ordain  and  establish.  The  Judges 
both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  Courts,  shall 
hold  their  Offices  during  good  Behavior,  and 
shall,  at  stated  Times,  receive  for  their  Services 
a  Compensation,  which  shall  not  be  diminished 
during  their  Continuance  in  Office. 

SECTION  II. 

The  judicial  Power  shall  extend  to  all  rases, 
in  Law  and  Equity,  arising  under  this  Constitu- 
tion, the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  Treaties 
made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  Au- 
thority  ;— to  all  Cases  aflfecting  Ambassadors, 
other  public  Ministers,  and  Consuls ;— to  all 
Cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  Jurisdic- 
tion;—to  Controversies  to  which  the  United 
States  shall  be  a  Party  ;-to  Controversies  be- 
tween  two  or  more  States ;— between  a  State  and 
Citizens  of  another  t>tate ;— between  Citizens  of 
difterent  States,— between  Citizens  of  the  same 
btate  claiming  Lands  under  Grants  of  different 
States  and  between  a  State,  or  the  Citizens 
thereof  and  foreign  States,  Citizens  or  Subjects. 

uv  ^H^.^'^ses  affecting  Ambassadors,  other 
public  Ministers  and  Consuls,  and  those  in 
which  a  State  shall  be  Party,  the  supreme 
Court  shall  have  original  Jurisdiction.  In  aU 
the  other  Cases  before  mentioned,  the  supreme 
Court  shall  have  appellate  Jurisdiction,  both  as 
to  Law  and  Fact,  with  such  Exceptions,  and  under 
^""It  ^t^"lf  lops  as  the  Congress  shall  make. 

Ihe  Trial  of  all  Crimes,  except  in  Cases  of 
Impeachrnent,  shall  be  by  Jury  ;  and  such  Trial 
sha  be  held  in  the  State  where  the  said  Crimes 
sha  1  have  been  committed  ;  but  when  not  com- 
mitted  within  any  State,  the  Trial  shall  be  at 
such  Place  or  Places  as  the  Congress  may  bv 
Law  have  directed.  ^     ' 
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SECTION  III. 

Treason  against  the  United  States,  shall  con- 
sist only  in  levying  War  against  them,  or  in 
adhering  to  their  Enemies,  giving  them  Aid  and 
Comfort.  No  Person  shall  be  convicted  of 
Treason  unless  on  the  Testimony  of  two  Wit- 
nesses to  the  same  overt  Act,  or  on  Confession 
in  open  Court. 

The  Congress  shall  have  Power  to  declare 
the  Punishment  of  Treason,  but  no  Attainder  of 
Treason  shall  work  Corruption  of  Blood,  or  For- 
feiture except  during  the  Life  of  the  Person  at- 
tainted. 

ARTICLE  IV. 


Full  Faith  and  Credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
State  to  the  public  Acts,  Records,  and  judicial 
Proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And  the 
Congress  may  by  general  Laws  prescribe  the 
Manner  in  which  such  Acts,  Records  and  Pro- 
ceedings shall  be  proved,  and  the  Effect  thereof. 

SECTION    II. 

The  Citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  Privileges  and  Immunities  of  Citizens  in  the 
several  States. 

A  Person  charged  in  a^y  State  with  Treason, 
Felony,  or  other  Crime,  who  shall  flee  from  Jus- 
tice, and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall  on 
Demand  of  the  executive  Authority  of  the  State 
from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  State  having  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Crime. 

No  Person  held  to  Service  or  Labour  in  one 
State,  under  the  Laws  thereof,  escaping  into 
another,  shall,  in  Consequence  of  any  Law  or  Re- 
gulation therein,  be  discharged  from  such  Ser- 
vice or  Labour ,but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  Claim 
of  the  Party  to  whom  such  Service  or  Labour  may 
be  due. 

SECTION   III. 

New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union ;  but  no  new  State  shall  be 
formed  or  erected  within  the  Jurisdiction  of 
any  other  State ;  nor  any  State  be  formed  by 
the  Junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  Parts  of 
States,  without  the  Consent  of  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as  of  the  Con- 
gress. 

The  Congress  shall  have  Power  to  dispose  of 
and  make  all  needful  Rules  and  Regulations  re- 
specting the  Territory  or  other  Property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  ;  and  nothing  in  this 
Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  Preju- 
dice any  Claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 
particular  Slate. 

SECTION   IV. 

The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  in  this  Union  a  Republican  Form  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  shall  protecteach  of  them  against 
Invasion;  and  on  Application  of  the  Legislature, 
or  of  the  Executive  (when  the  Legislature  can- 
not be  convened)  against  domestic  Violence. 

ARTICLE  V. 
The  Congress,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both 


Houses  shall  deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose 
Amendments  to  this  Constitution,  or,  on  the  Ap- 
plication  of  the  Legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the 
several  States,  shall  call  a  Convention  for  pro- 
posing Amendments,  which,  in  eilherCase,  shall 
be  valid  to  all  Intcntg  and  Purposes,  as  Part  of 
this  Constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  three  fourths  of  the  several  States,  or 
by  Conventions  in  three  fourths  thereof,  as  the 
one  or  the  other  Mode  of  Ratification  may  be 
proposed  by  the  Congress  ;  Provided  that  no 
Amendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the 
Year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight 
shall  in  .any  Manner  affect  the  first  and  fourth 
Clauses  in  the  Ninth  Section  of  the  first  Article ; 
and  that  no  State,  without  its  Consent,  shall  be 
deprived  of  its  equal  Suffrage  in  the  Senate. 

ARTICLE  VL 

All  Debts  contracted  and  Engagements  en- 
tered into,  before  the  Adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  States 
under  this  Constitution,  as  under  the  Confede- 
ration. 

This  Constitution,  and  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  be  made  in  Pursuance  there- 
of;  and  all  Treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be 
made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  the  supreme  Law  of  the  Laud  ;  and  the 
Judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby, 
any  Thing  in  the  Constitution  or  Laws  of  any 
State  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  Senators  and  Representatives  before 
mentioned,  and  the  Members  of  the  several 
State  Legislatures,  and  all  executive  and  judicial 
Officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
several  States,  shall  be  bound  by  Oath  or  Affir- 
mation, to  support  this  Constitution  ;  but  no  re- 
ligious Test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  Qualifi- 
cation to  any  Office  or  public  Trust  under  the 
United  States. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

The  Ratification  of  the  Conventions  of  nine 
States,  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  Establishment 
of  this  Constitution  between  the  States  so  rati- 
fying the  Same. 

Done  in  Convention  by  the  Unanimous  Consent 
of  the  States  present  the  Seventeenth  Day  of 
September  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  Eighty  seven  and  of 
the  Independance  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  Twelfth  In  ^itmss  whereof 
We  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  Names, 
G°:  WASHINGTON, 
Presidt  and  Deputy  from  Virginia 


NEW  HAHPSmKE. 

John  Langdon, 
Nicholas  Gilman. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Nathaniel  Gorham, 
Rufus  King. 

COSNECnCCT. 

Win.  Sami.  Johnson, 
Roger  Sherman. 

NEW   YORK. 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

NKW    JERSET. 

Wil:  Livingston, 
David  Brearley, 
Wm.  Paterson, 
Jona.  Dayton. 


PENNSTLVANU. 

B.  Franklin, 
Thomas  Mifl3in, 
Robt.  Morris, 
Geo:  Clymer, 
Tho:  Fitzsimons, 
Jared  Ingersoll, 
James  Wilson, 
Gouv:  Morris. 

DRLAWARI. 

Geo:  Read, 

Gunning  Bedford,  Jun'r, 
John  Dickinson, 
Richard  EJasselt, 
Jaco:  Broom. 


96 


CONSTITUTION   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


11UK\XAND. 

James  McHenrv, 

Dan  :  of  St.  Thos.  Jenifer, 

Danl.  Carroll. 

VIRGimA. 

John  Blair, 

James  Madison,  Jr., 

NORTH    CAROUAA 

Wm.  Blount, 
Rich'd  Dobbs  Spaight, 
Hu.  Williamson. 
Attest: 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

J.  Rutledge, 

Charles  Colcsworth  Tinckney 

Charles  Pinclcney, 

Pierce  Butler, 


William  Few, 
Abr.  Baldwin. 

WILLIAM  JACKSON, 

Secretary. 


Amendments. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  es- 
tablishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of 
speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the 
people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition 
the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances. 

ARTICLE    II. 

A  well  regulated  Militia,  being  necessary  to 
the  security  of  a  free  State,  the  right  of  the 
people  to  keep  and  bear  Arms,  shall  not  be  in- 
fringed. 

ARTICLE   III. 

No  Soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace  be  quar- 
tered in  any  house,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their 
persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against 
unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not 
be  violated,  and  no  Warrants  shall  issue,  but 
upon  probable  cause,  supported  by  Oath  or 
affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the 
place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things 
to  be  seized. 

ARTICLE    V. 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a 
capital,  or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on 
a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  Grand  Jury, 
except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval 
forces,  or  in  the  Militia,  when  in  actual  service 
in  time  of  War  or  public  danger  ;  nor  shall  any 
person  be  subject  for  the  same  offence  to  be 
twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limo  ;  nor  shall 
be  compelled  in  any  Crimi'ial  Case  to  be  a  wit- 
ness against  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life, 
liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of 
law  ;  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for 
public  use,  without  just  compensation. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by 
an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district 
wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed, 
which  district  shall  have  been  previously 
ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  ;  to  be  con- 
fiouted  with  the  witnesses  against  him;  to 
have  Compulsory  process  for  obtaining  Wit- 
nesses in  his  favour,  and  to  have  the  Assistance 
of  CDunsel  for  his  defence. 


ARTICLE    VII. 

In  Suits  at  common  law,  where  the  Value  in 
controversy  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved,  and 
no  fact  tried  by  a  jury  shall  be  otherwise  re- 
examined in  any  Court  of  the  United  States, 
than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor 
excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual 
punishments  inflicted. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

The  enumeration  in  the  Constitution,  of 
certain  rights,  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny 
or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by 
it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States 
respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

ARTICLE   XI.  ^ 

The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in 
law  or  equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against 
one  of  the  United  States  by  Citizens  of  another 
State,  or  by  Citizens  or  Subjects  of  any  Foreign 
State. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective 
states,  and  vote  by  ballot  for  President  and 
Vice  President,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall 
not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  state  with 
themselves ;  they  shall  name  in  their  ballots 
the  person  voted  for  as  President,  and  in 
distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice- 
President,  and  they  shall  make  distinct  lists  of 
all  persons  voted  for  as  President,  and  of  all 
persons  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  of  the 
number  of  votes  for  each,  which  lists  they 
shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to 
the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate;— The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in 
presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, open  all  the  certificates  and  the 
votes  shall  then  be  counted ; — The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President, 
shall  be  the  President,  if  such  number  be  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  ap- 
pointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority, 
then  from  the  persons  having  the  highest  num- 
bers not  exceeding  three  on  the  list  of  those 
voted  for  as  President,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  choose  immediately,  by  ballot, 
the  President.  But  in  choosing  the  Preisident, 
the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  repre- 
sentation from  each  state  having  one  vote;  a 
quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a 
member  or  members  from  two  thirds  of  the 
states,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be 
necessary  to  a  choice.  And  if  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  President 
whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve 
upon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next  following,  then  the  Vice-President  shall 
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act  as  President,  as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or 
other  constitutional  disability  of  the  President. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  as  Vice-Prebideut,  shall  be  the  Vice- 
Pr'^sident,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Electors  appointed,  and  if  no 
person  have  a  majority,  then  from  the  two 
highest  numbers  on  th«  list,  the  Senate  shall 
choose  the  Vice-President ;  a  quorum  for  the 
purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  number  of  Senators,  and  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
choice.  But  no  person  constitutionally  in- 
eligible to  the  office  of  President  shall  be 
eligible  to  that  of  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States. 


PEOCKEDINGS  OF  THE  CONVENTION  WHICH  FOBMEU 
THE  CONSTITUTION. 

IN    CONVENTION. 

Monday,  SeiHember  17,  1787. 

Resolved,  That  the  preceding  Constitution  be 
laid  before  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled: and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Conven- 
tion that  it  should  afterwards  be  submitted  to 
a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  in  each  State 
by  the  people  thereof,  under  the  recommenda 
tion  of  its  legislature,  for  their  assent  and  rati- 
fication; and  that  each  convention  assenting  to 
and  ratifying  the  same  should  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
vention that,  as  soon  as  the  conventions  of  nine 
States  shall  have  ratified  this  Constitution,  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  should 
fix  a  day  on  which  electors  should  be  appointed 
by  the  States  which  shall  have  ratified  the  same, 
and  a  day  on  which  electors  should  assemble  to 
vote  for  the  President,  and  the  time  and  place 
for  commencing  proceedings  under  this  Consti- 
tution ;  that  after  such  publication,  the  electors 
should  be  appointed,  and  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  elected;  that  the  electors  should 
meet  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  election  of  the 
President,  and  should  transmit  their  votes,  cer- 
tified, signed,  sealed,  and  directed,  as  the  Con- 
stitution requires,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled;  that  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  should  convene  at  the 
time  and  place  assigned ;  that  the  Senators 
should  appoint  a  President  of  the  Senate,  for 
the  sola  purpose  of  receiving,  opening,  and 
counting  the  votes  for  President;  and  that,  after 
he  shall  be  chosen,  the  Congress,  together  with 
the  President,  should,  without  delay,  proceed  to 
execute  this  Constitution. 
By  the  unanimous  order  of  the  Convention  : 
GO;  WASHINGTON,  President. 
William  Jackson,  Secretary. 

LETTER  OP  THE  CONVENTION  TO  THE  OLD  CON- 
GRESS. 

IN  CONVENTION. 

September  17,  1787. 
Sir  :  We  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 


assembled,   that    Constitution   which   has   ap- 
peared to  us  the  most  advisable. 

The  friends  of  our  country  have  long  seen 
and  debircd  that  the  power  of  making  war, 
peace,  and  treaties  ;  that  of  levying  money,  and 
regulating  commerce,  and  the  correspondent 
executive  and  judicial  authorities,  should  be 
fully  and  effectually  vested  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Union;  but  the  impropriety  of 
delegating  such  extensive  trust  to  one  body  of 
men  is  evident ;  hence  results  the  necessity  of  a 
different  organization. 

It  is  obviously  impracticable  in  the  federal 
government  of  these  States  to  secure  all  rights 
of  independent  sovereignty  to  each,  and  yet 
provide  for  the  interest  and  safety  of  all.  Indi- 
viduals entering  into  society  must  give  up  a 
share  of  liberty  to  preserve  the  rest.  The  mag- 
nitude of  the  sacrifice  must  depend  as  well  on 
situation  and  circumstance  as  on  the  object  to 
be  obtained.  It  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  draw 
with  precision  the  line  between  those  rights 
which  must  be  surrendered  and  those  which 
may  be  reserved  ;  and  on  the  present  occasion, 
this  difficulty  was  increased  by  a  difference 
among  the  several  States  as  to  their  situation, 
extent,  habits,  and  particular  interests. 

In  all  our  deliberations  on  this  subject,  we 
kept  steadily  in  our  view  that  which  appears 
to  us  the  greatest  interest  of  every  true  Ameri- 
can— the  consolidation  of  our  Union — in  which 
is  involved  our  prosperity,  felicity,  safety,  per- 
haps our  national  existence.  This  important 
consideration,  seriously  and  deeply  impressed 
on  our  minds,  led  each  State  in  the  Convention 
to  be  less  rigid  on  points  of  inferior  magni- 
tude than  might  have  been  otherwise  expected  ; 
and  thus  the  Constitution  which  we  now  present 
is  the  result  of  a. spirit  of  amity  and  of  that 
mutual  deference  and  concession  which  the 
peculiarity  of  our  political  situation  rendered 
indispensable. 

That  it  will  meet  the  full  and  entire  appro- 
bation of  every  State  is  not,  perhaps,  to  be  ex- 
pected ;  but  each  will  doubtless  consider  that, 
had  her  interest  been  alone  consulted,  the  con- 
sequences might  have  been  particularly  disa- 
greeable or  injurious  to  others.  That  it  is 
liable  to  as  few  exceptions  as  could  reasonably 
have  been  expected,  we  hope  and  believe. 
That  it  may  promote  the  lasting  welfare  of  that 
country  so  dear  to  us  all,  and  secure  her  free- 
dom and  happiness,  is  our  most  ardent  wish. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble 
servants. 

By  unanimous  order  of  the  Convention  : 

GO;   WASHINGTON,  President. 
His  Excellency  the  President  op  Congress. 


PROCEEDINGS    IN   THE    OLD    C0NOEES8. 
UNITED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED. 

Friday,  September  28,  1787. 
Present — New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  ;  and  from  Mary- 
land, Mr.  Ross. 
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Congress  having  received  the  report  of  the 
Convention  lately  assembled  in  Philadelphia — 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  said  report, 
with  the  resolutions  and  letter  accompanying 
the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several  legisla- 
tures, in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  convention 
of  delegates  chosen  in  each  State  by  the  peo- 
ple thereof,  in  conformity  to  the  resolves  of  the 
Convention  made  and  provided  in  that  case. 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 


Constitution  of  the  "  Confederate  " 
States. 

In  framing  the  Constitution  of  the  so-called  "  Confederate 
States  of  America,"  its  authors,  in  uearly  all  its  parts,  have 
adopted  the  precise  language  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  followed  tlio  same  order  of  arrange- 
ment in  its  articles  and  sections  throughout.  The  two 
Constitutions,  however,  differ  in  many  particulars,  and  it  is 
designed,  in  this  chapter,  to  exhibit  cleaily  the  points  of 
difference  between  them. 

The  preamble  is  changed  in  the  following  respects  :  the 
words  '■^United  States,"  near  the  beginning,  are  stricken 
out,  and  the  following  woids  inserted  in  their  place :  "Co?i- 
felerate  States,  each  State  acting  in  its  souereigii  and  inde- 
pendent character ;'^  also,  the  words  "  more  perfect  union" 
are  stricken  out,  and  the  words  "permanetit /enteral govern- 
ment" inserted  in  their  place;  also,  the  following  words 
are  omitted :  "provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
general  welfare ;"  also,  after  the  word  "  posterity,''  the  fol- 
lowing words  are  inserted :  "  invoking  the  favor  and  gui- 
dance of  Almighty  God;"  also,  the  word  "Confederate" 
takes  the  place  of  "  United,"  preceding  the  word  '■•States." 
This  last  change  takes  jilace  throughout  the  entire  instru- 
ment, with  a  single  exception,  which  will  be  noted  ia  the 
appropriate  place. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section  1.  The  word  ^'granted"  is  stricken  out,  and  the 
word  '-delegated"  inserted  iu  its  place;  also,  the  word 
"United,"  preceding  the  word  "States,"  is  stricken  out,  and 
the  word  "Confederated"  inserted  in  its  place. 

tKCTioN  2.  This  section  is  changed  as  follows:  in  the  first 
paragraph,  after  the  words  " i/j  «ao/i  State  shall,"  the  fol- 
lowing words  are  inserted  :  "  be  citizens  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and"  ;  also,  the  Ibllowiiig  words  are  added  to  this 
paragraph:  "but  no  person  of  foreign  birth,  and  not  a 
citizen  of  the  Confederate  Stales,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  for 
any  officer,  civil  or  political,  i^tate  or  federal." 

In  the  second  paragraph,  the  words  ■' 6ce?i  serera  years  a 
citizen  of  the  United"  are  stricken  out,  and  the  words  "bea 
citizenofthe  Confederate"  insertBd  in  place  of  them. 

In  the  third  paragraph  the  word  "-Unicm"  is  stricken 
out,  and  the  word  "Confederacy"  substituted;  also  the 
words  "■other  persons"  are  stricken  out,  and  the  word 
"sZai'Cs"  substituted;  also,  the  word  "thirty,"  prcceiling 
the  word  "thousand,"  is  stricken  out,  and  the  wor  d  "fi/ty" 
substituted  ;  also,  all  the  words  in  this  paragraph  after 
the  words  "  the  State  of"  are  stricken  out,  and  the  f  llow- 
ing  words  substituted :  "South  Carolina  shall  be  entitled  to 
dwosesix,  the  State  of  Georgia  ten,  the  State  of  Alabama 
nine,  the  State  of  Florida  tivo,  the  State  of  Mississippi  seven, 
tlie  ktate  of  Louisiana  six,  and  the  State  of  Texas  six." 

No  change  is  made  in  tlm  fourth  paragraph,  and  the  fifth 
paragraph  is  changed  by  adding  the  following  words  :  "  ex- 
cept that  any  jwiicial  or  other  federal  officer  resident  and 
acting  solely  within  the  limits  of  any  State,  may  be  impeached 
by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
Viercof." 

Section  3.  In  the  first  paragraph, after  the  words  "  thereof 
for  six  years,"  the  words  "  at  the  regular  sessio7i  next  im- 
mediately preceding  the  commencement  of  the  term  of  service" 
we  inserted. 

No  change  is  made  in  the  second  paragraph.  In  the 
third  paragraph  the  words  '■^  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of 
Uie  United"  are  stricken  out,  and  the  words  '■  be  a  citizen 
of  the  Confederate"  substituted. 

Section  4.  The  first  paragraph  of  this  section  is  changed 
by  inserting  the  words  "subject  to  Vie  provisions  of  this 
Constitution"  between  the  word  "thereof"  and  the  word 
"  but."  Also,  the  words  "  times  and ' '  aro  inserted  near  the 
close,  before  the  word  "plrjces." 

Section  5.  In  the  second  paragraph  of  this  section,  the 
words  -'of  the  whole  number  "  are  inserted,  between  the 
word  "twothirds"  and  the  word  "expel." 

Section  6.  This  section  is  changed  by  striking  out  the 


word  "felony  "  after  the  word  "  treason"  in  the  first  para- 
graph. 

The  second  paragraph  is  changed  by  adding  thereto  the 
following  words  :  "  But  Congress  may,  by  law  grant  to  the 
principal  officer  in  eaz-h  of  the  exectdire  departments  a  seat 
upon  the  floor  of  either  House,  with  the  privilege  of  discuss- 
ing any  measures  appertaining  to  his  department." 

Section  7.  The  frllowing  (hanges  are  made  in  this  sec- 
tion :  111  the  second  paragraph  the  words  "  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentative.s  and  the  Senate,"  are  stricken  out,  and  the  words 
"both  Houses"  substituted;  also  the  word  "such"  is  in- 
serted between  the  word  "  all"  and  the  word  "cases  ;"  also 
the  following  words  are  added  to  the  end  of  this  paragraph  : 
"  The  I^-esident  may  approve  any  appropriation  and  disap- 
prove any  other  appropriation  in  the  same  bill.  In  such 
ease  he  sh'jlL  in  signing  the  bHl,  designate  the  appropria- 
tions disai)proved,  and  shall  return  a  copy  of  such  ap23ro- 
priatiotis,  with  his  oljjections.  to  the  House  in  which  the  bill 
shall  have  originated  ;  and  the  sam«  proceedings  shall  then 
be  had  as  in  case  of  other  bills  disapproved  by  the  Presi- 
dent." 

The  third  paragraph  ia  changed  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  3V(«  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives"  in  both  places 
where  they  occur,  and  inserting  iu  their  places,  in  both 
cases,  the  words '-fcoi/t  JSToiwes;"  also  by  substituting  the 
word  "  7?ia(/"  for  the  word  "shall"  after  the  words  "  dit- 
ax>proved  by  him." 

Section  8.  In  the  first  paragraph,  after  the  word  "  excises" 
the  words  "for  revenue  necessary"  are  inserted  ;  also  the 
word  "and"  after  the  word  "  deft/s  "  is  omitted;  also  the 
words  ''and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Slcdes;  but"  are 
stricken  out,  and.  the  following  words  substituted  :  "and 
carry  on  the  government  of  the  Confederate  Stales ;  but  no 
bounties  shall  be  granted  from  the  treasury,  nor  shall  any 
duties  or  taxes  on  importations  ;from  foreign  nations  be  laid 
to  promote  or  foster  any  branch  of  industry  ;  and" 

The  third  paragraph  is  changed  by  adding  thereto  the 
following  words:  "but  neither  this,  nor  any  other  clause 
contained  in  the  Constitution,  shall  ever  be  construed  to  del- 
egatethe power  to  Congress  to  appropriate  money  for  any 
internal  improvement  intended  to  facilitate  commerce  ;  eah 
ceptfor  the  purpose  of  furnishing  liglits,  beacons,  and  buoys, 
and  other  aids  to  navigation  upon  tJie  coasts,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  harbors,  and  l/ie  removing  o/  obstructions  in  river 
navigation  ;  in  all  such  cases  such  duties  shall  be  laid  on  the 
navigation  facilitated  thereby,  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay 
Vie  costs  and  expenses  thereof." 

Tlje  fourth  paragraph  is  changed  by  adding  thereto  the 
following  words:  "  but  no  law  of  Congress^shall  discharge  any 
debt  contracted  before  Vie  passage  of  the  same." 

The  seventh  paragraph  is  changed  as  follows  :  tho  last 
word  "  rourfs'' is  changed  to  "routes,"  and  tho  frllowing 
words  added  thereto:  "but  the  expenses  of  the  Post-office 
Department,  after  the  first  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  shall  be  paid  out  of 
its  own  revenues." 

Iu  the  fifteenth  paragraph,  the  word  "  Union"  is  stricken 
out,  and  the  words  "  the  Confederate  States"  substituted. 

Section  U.  Tho  whole  of  the  first  paragraph  is  stricken 
out,  and  llie  following  words  substituted  therefor  :  "  The 
importation  of  negroes  of  Vie  African  race  from  any  foreign 
country  oVier  than  Vie  slaveholding  States  or  territories  of 
the  United  States  of  America  is  hereby  forbidden  ;  and  Con- 
gress is  required  to  pass  sucli  laws  as  shall  effectually  prevent 
the  same.  Congress  shall  also  have  power  to  prohibit  the  in- 
troduction of  slaves  from,  any  State  not  a  member  of,  or 
territory  not  belonging  to,  this  Confederacy."* 

Iu  the  third  paragraph,  alter  the  woni  "tow,"  the  words 
"  or  law  denying  or  impairing  the  right  of  property  in  negro 
slaves"  arc  inserted. 

The  Qtth  paragraph  is  changed  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowiug  words :  "  except  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses." 

Tho  sixth  paragraph  is  changed  by  the  omission  of  all, 
aftiT  tho  word  "  another." 

Tlio  foliowmg  clauses  are  inserted  after  the  seventh 
paragraph  :  "  Congress  shall  approp-riate  no  money  from  the 
treasury  except  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  both  Houses,  laker* 
by  yeas  and  nays,  unless  it  be  asked  and  estimated  for  by  some 
one  of  the  heads- of  departments  and  submitted  tj  Congress  by 
the  President ;  or  for  the  purpose  of  paying  its  'ion  expenses 
and  covtingencies  ;  or  for  the  payment  of  claims  against  the 
Confederate  Stales,  the  justice  of  which  shall  have  been  judi- 
cially declared  by  a  tribunal  for  the  investigation  of  claims 
against  the  Govrnm«nt,  which  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  establish." 

"All  bills  appropriating  money  shall  specif y  in  Federal 
currency  the  exact   amount  of  each  apjropriaiion  and  the 


*  This  provision  is  said  to  have  been  adopted  as  a  part  of 
the  PermaMcut  Constitution,  by  tho  vote  of  the  t^tates  of 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  ai\d  Mississippi,  against  that 
of  South  Carolina  and  Florida. 
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puijioses  for  which,  it  is  made  ;  and  Congress  shall  grant  no 
extra  compensation  to  any  public  contracU-'T,  ojjicer,  ajent,  or 
servant,  after  suck  contract  shall  have  been  made  or  such  ser- 
vice rendered." 

This  section  is  further  changed  by  adding  to  it  the  first 
eishl  amendments  to  the  Constitution  cf  the  United  States, 
followed  by  this  paragraph  :  '•  Evert/  law  or  reiolation  hav- 
ing the  force  of  law,  shall  relate  iv  but  one  subject,  and  that 
shall  he  expressed  in  the  title." 

SEcnoN  10.  The  first  paragraph  is  changed  by  striking 
cm t  the  following  words  :  '■^  emit  hills  of  credit;"  also  by 
inserting  the  word  "  or"  between  the  word  "  attainder" 
aud  the  words  "  ex  post  facto." 

The  third  paragraph  is  changed  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  tonnage,"  the  following  words:  "  except  on  seagoing 
vessels,  for  the  improvement  of  its  rivers  and  harbors  navi- 
gated by  the  said  vessels  ;  but  such  duties  shall  not  conflict 
with  any  treaties  of  the  Confederate  States  with  foreign  na- 
tions; and  any  surplus  cf  revenue  thus  derived  shall,  afur 
making  such  improvement,  he  paid  into  the  common  Treas- 
ury;  nor  shall  any  State" .  Also  the  following'  clause  is 
added  to  this  paragraph  :  "  But  when  any  river  divides  or 
flows  through  two  or  more  States,  they  may  enter  into  com- 
jpacls  with  each  other  to  improve  the  navigation  thereof  " 

ARTICLE  n. 

Section  1.  The  first  paragraph  is  so  altered  as  to  read  as 
fbllows  :  ■'  Ihe  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  Amrrica.  He  and  tlie  Vice 
President  shall  liold  tlieir  offices  fr  the  term  of  six  years  ; 
but  tite  President  shall  not  he  re-Cijible.  The  President  and 
Vice  President  shalt  he  elected  a^fol.ows :" 

The  third  paragraph  is  stnckeu  out,  and  the  twelfth  arti- 
cle of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  substituted. 

The  tilth  paragraph  is  changed  in  the  following  respects  : 
the  words  "  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States"  are  striclvcn 
out,  and  the  words  "  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  a  citizen 
thereof"  substituted  ;  also  auer  the  word  '■  Constituticm," 
tue  lollowing  words  are  inserts:!  :  '^  or  a  citizen  thereof 
1)0171  in  the  United  States,  prior  to  the  '20th  of  Vccembcr, 
1860  ;"  also  the  words  "  United  States'  at  luo  clos ;  of  lue 
paragraph,  arc  stricken  out,  and  the  words  "  limits  of  the 
Confederate  States,  as  they  may  exist  at  the  time  of  his  elec- 
tion" are  substituted. 

The  eighth  paragraph  is  changed  by  substituting  the 
word  "  enters"  for  the  word  "  enter." 

The  last  paragraph  is  changed  by  striking  out  the  words 
^^  of  the  United  States"  at  the  close,  aud  substituting  the 
word  "  thereof." 

Skction  2.  The  second  paragraph  is  changed  by  adding 
thereto  the  words  following  :  •'  The  principal  officer  in  eai.h 
of  the  executive  departments,  and  all  persons  connected  with 
Vie  diplomatic  service,  may  he  removed  from  office  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  President.  All  other  civil  officers  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department  may  he  removed  at  any  time  by  the  Pres- 
ident, or  other  appointing  power,  when  their  services  are 
unnecessary,  or  for  dishonesty,  incapacity,  inefficiency,  mis- 
a/nduct,  or  neglect  of  duty ;  and  when  so  removed,  the  re- 
moval shall  he  reported  to  the  Senate,  together  with  the 
reasons  tlierefor." 

The  third  paragraph  is  changed  by  dropping  the  word 
"  up"  after  the  word  '  '■fill." 

Section  3.  This  section  is  changed  in  the  following  res- 
pects: the  first  word  "i7e"  is  stricken  out  and  the  words 
'•  y/ie  President'  substituted;  also  the  word  ^^  Union"  is 
stricken  out  and  the  word  ''Confederacy"  substituted. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Section  1.  In  this  section  the  word  "  SM;>re»ie"  is  stricken 
out  and  the  word  "  Superior"  substituted  in  the  first  sen- 
tence of  the  first  paragraph. 

Section  2.  This  section  is  changed  as  follows :  after  the 
cXams'' citizens  of  another  State,"  the  following  clause  is 
inserted :  "  where  the  State  is  plaintiff';"  also  the  next  s.mple 
sentence  is  changed  by  inrierting  the  words  "  claiming 
ZaradsMndcrprariis"  between  the  word  '■'citizens"  and  the 
word  '•  of ;"  also  the  following  clause  is  stricken  out:  "  be- 
tween citizens  of  the  same  State  claiming  lands  under  grants 
of  different  States ;"  also  the  t'ollovfing  clause  is  added  to 
the  first  paragraph  :  '•  but  no  State  sluxll  be  sued  by  a  citi- 
zen or  subject  of  any  foreign  State ;"  also  in  the  first  part  of 
this  paragraph  the  following  clauses:  ^'in  law  and  equity," 
8!id  "  arising  under  this  Constitution,"  are  transposed. 

In  the  third  paragraph,  in  the  clause  '*  w/iere  the  said 
crinies  shall  have  been  committed,"  the  word  '•  crimes'  is 
changed  to  the  word  "crime,." 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Section  1.  No  change. 

Section  2.  The  first  paragraph  is  changed  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  clauser< :  "  and  shall  luxvi  tlie  right  of 


transit  and  sojourn  in  any  State  of  this  Confederacy,  vrith 
the^r  slaves  and  other  property  ;  and  the  right  of  property 
in  such  starts  shad  not  be  thereby  impaired." 

The  third  paragraph  is  changed  in  the  following  respects  : 
after  the  first  word ''iV'o"  the  words  "slaveor"  are  in- 
serted ;  also  the  words  "one  State"  are  stricken  out,  and 
the  words  "  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  Confederate  States" 
are  substituted  ;  also,after  the  word  "  escapijiy"  the  words 
"or  lawfully  carried  into"  are  inserted;  also  the  words 
"  slave  belongs,  or  to  whom  such  "  are  inserted  between  the 
word  "such"  aud  the  word  "serBtce,"  near  the  close  of  the 
paragraph. 

Section  3.  The  first  paragraph  is  changed  by  striking 
out  all  the  words  to  and  iuciudiDg  the  word  "  Union,"  and 
substituting  the  words  "  Other  Slates  may  be  admitted  into 
this  Confederacy  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  House 
of  Representatives  and  two  thirds  of  the  Senate,  the  Senate 
voting  by  States." 

The  second  paragraph  is  changed  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  "  regulations' '  and  inserting  the  following  claus««  : 
"  concerning  iheproperty  of  tlie  Confederate  States,  including 
the  lands  tliereof." 

'•  T/te  Confederate  States  may  acquire  new  territory,  and 
Congress  sliall  h  ive -power  to  legislate  and  provide  governr 
ments  for  the  inhabuants  of  all  territory  belonging  to  the 
Confederate  States  lying  without  Vie  limits  of  the  several 
Stales,  and  may  permit  them,  at  such  times  and  in  such 
manner  as  it  may  by  law  provide,  to  form  States  to  be  adr 
milted  into  the  Confederacy.  In  all  such  territory  the  irv- 
stitution  of  negro  slavery  as  it  noio  exists  in  the  Confederate 
StatiS  shall  be  recognized  and  protected  by  Congress  and  hy 
tlie  territorial  government,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
Confederate  States  and  territories  shall  have  the  right  to  take 
to  such  territory  any  slaves  lawfully  held  by  them  in  any  of 
the  States  or  Territories  of  the  Confederate  States." 

Section  4.  This  section  is  thauged  as  follows:  the  words 
•'  in  this  Union  "  are  stricken  out,  and  the  words  ''that  now 
is,  or  hereafter  may  become,  a  member  of  this  Confederacy" 
inseiited:  also,  after  the  word  "Legislature,"  the  words 
"  cannot  he  convened"  are  dropped,  and  the  words  "  is  not 
in  session,"  substituted  ;  also  this  entire  section  is  omitted, 
as  a  sactioi,  and  placed  at  the  end  of  section  3,  as  a  par- 
agraph thereof. 

ARTICLE  V. 

This  article  is  stricken  out  entirely,  and  the  following 
substituted:  "  Upon  the  demand  of  any  three  States,  legally 
assembled  in  their,  several  Conventions,  the  Congress  shall 
summon  a  Convention  of  all  the  States,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  as  the  said  States 
shall  concur  in  suggesting  at  the  time  when  the  said  demand 
is  made  ;  and  should  any  of  the  proposed  amendments  to  tlie 
Constitution  he  agreed  on  hy  the  said  Conventions-voting  by 
States — and  the  same  he  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  two- 
thirds  of  tlie  several  States,  or  by  Conventions  in  tivo-thirda 
thereof^as  the  one  or  tlie  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be 
proposed  hy  the  general  Convention — they  shall  henceforward 
fcn-m  apart  of  this  Constitution.  But  no  State  shall,  without 
its  consent,  he  deprived  of  its  equal  representation  in  the 
Senate." 

ARTICLE  VI. 

This  article  is  preceded  by  the  following  paragraph : 
"  I'he  Government  established  hy  this  Constitution  is  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  cf  America,  and  all  laws  passed  by  the  latter  shall 
continue  in  force  until  the  same  shxll  he  repealed  or  modified  ; 
and  all  the  crfficers  apx>ointed  by  the  same  shall  remain  in 
office  until  tlieir  successors  are  appointed  and  qualified  or 
the  offices  abolished." 

The  first  paragrajjh  is  changed  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  Confederation"  and  substituting  the  words  "  Provisional 
Government." 

In  the  second  paragraph,  the  words  "which  shall  he" 
following  the  word  "  States"  are  stricken  out. 

This  article  is  also  changed  by  adding  thereto  the  9th  and 
10th  articles  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  two  additional  paragraphs,  after  adding 
to  the  9th  Article  the  words:  ''of  tlie  severed  Stales." 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  first  paragraph  is  changed  by  substituting  the  word 
"five"  for  the  word  "nine"  preceding  the  word  "States." 

Also  the  following  paragraph  is  added  to  the  foregoing 
as  amended : 

"  When  five  States  shall  have  ratified  this  Constitution,  in 
the  manner  bej'ore  specified,  the  Congress  under  the  Provis- 
ional Constitution  shall  prescribe  the  time  for  hoMing  th^  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President ;  and  for  the  meeting  of 
the  electoral  college ;  and  for  counting  the  votes  and  inaugiir 
rating  the  President.  They  shall  also  prescribe  the  time  for 
holding  the  first  election  of  members  of  Congress  under  thii 
Constitution,  and  the,  tiro*  for  assembling  tlie  same.    UnlU  t!i4 
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assemMing  of  such  Congress,  the  Cmgras  under  the  prmis- 
irnial  Constitution  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  legislative 
powers  granted  them,  not  extending  beyond  the  time  limited 
by  tlie  Constitution  of  tlie  Provisirmal  Government." 

The  final  paragraph  :  "  Done  in  convention  hy  the  unani- 
mous  consent,"  tsc,  is  umitted,  and  the  words  following 
Bubstituted :  "  Adopted  unanimously,  March  11, 1861." 


Index  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  of  the  "  Confederate" 
States. 

U.  S.     "C."  s. 


A. 


Arts  and  Sciences,  to  be  promoted 

Ads,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  each  Btate  entitled  to  faith  and 
credit  in  other  Status 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  how 
made 

Appointments  to  be  made  by  the  Pres- 
ident  

AppoHionment  of  representatives 

Appropriations  by  law 

Appropriations  for  Army  not  to  exceed 
two  years 

Armies,  Congress  to  raise  and  support. 

Arms,  right  of  people  to  levy  and  bear. 

Assemble,  people  may 

Attainder,  bill  of,  prohibited  to  Con- 
gress   

prohibited  to  the  States 

of  treason  shall  not  work  corruption 
of  blood,  or  forfeiture  except  &c 

Appropriation  bills  may  be  apjjroved  in 
part  and  disapproved  in  part 


Bail,  excessive,  not  to  be  required 

Bankruptcy  laws  to  be  uniform 

Bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate 

in  the  House  of  Kepreseutatives , 

before  th^y  become  laws,  shall  be 
passed  by  both  houses  and  approv- 
ed by  President ;  or,  if  disapproved , 
shall  bo  passed  by  two-thirds  of 

each  house 

not  returned  in  ten  days,  unless  an 
adjournment  intervene,  shall  be 
laws 

Borrow  money.  Congress  may 

Bounties  cannot  be  granted  from  the 
treasury 


C. 


Capitation  tax,  apportionment  of. 

Census,  to  be  made  every  ten  years 

Citizens  of  each  State  to  be  entitled  to 
the  privileges  of  citizens  in  the  sev- 
eral States 

of  one  State  not  to  sue  those  of  anoth- 
er in  Confederate  courts 

Clainu,  no  prejudice  to  certain 

Court  of,  to  be  established 

Coasting  trade,  regulated 

Coins,  Congress  to  Ox  value  of  foreign... 

Commerce,  Congress  to  regulate 

such  regulations  to  be  uniform 

Commissions  to  be  granted  by  the  Pres- 
ident  

Common  Zau)  recognized  and  established 
Ccmgress  vested  with  legislative  power., 
may  alter  the  regulations  of  State 
legislatures  concerning  elections  of 
Senators  and  Representatives,  ex- 
cept as  to  place  of  choosing  Sena- 
tors  

also,  except  as  to  time  and  place  of 

choosing  Senators , 

Bhall  assemble  once  a  year 

officers  of  Government   cannot   be 

members  of. 

may  prescribe  for  ca-ses  of  removal, 
death,  Ac,  of  President  and  Vice- 
President 

may  determiae  tho  time  of  choosing 


Art.  Sec 


1 

1 

2       2 

1 

1 


m'd. 
8 

7 


Art.  Sec. 


U.S. 


electors  of  President  and  Vice-Pres- 
ident  

may  invest  the  appointment  of  infe- 
rior ofBcers  in  the  President  alone, 
in  the  courts  of  law,  or  the  heads 
of  departments 

may  esUiblish  courts  inferior  to  the 
Supreme  Court 

may  declare  the  punishment  of  trea- 
son  

may  prescribe  the  manner  of  proving 
the  acts  and  records  of  each  State... 

to  assent  to  the  formation  of  new 
States 

may  propose  amendments  to  Consti- 
tution, or  call  convention 

to  lay  and  collect  taxes 

to  borrow  money        

to  regulate  commerce 

to  establish  uniform  laws  of  bank- 
ruptcy and  navigation , 

to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  of 
coin,  and  fix  the  stanuaid  of 
weights  and  measures , 

to  punish  counterfeiting , 

to  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the 
Supremo  Court , 

to  punish  piracies,  felonies  on  the 
high  seas,  and  offences  against  the 
laws  of  nations , 

to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads,  (or  routes) 

to  authorize  patents  to  authors  and 
inventors - 

to  declare  war,  grant  letters  of 
marque,  and  make  rules  concern- 
ing captures 

to  raise  and  support  armies 

to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy 

to  make  rules  for  the  government  of 
the  army  and  navy , 

to  call  out  the  militia  in  certain 
cases 

to  p  183  laws  necessary  to  carry  the 
enumerated  powers  into  effect 

to  dispose  of  and  make  rules  con- 
cerning the  territory  or  other  prop- 
erty of  tho  government 

President  may  convene  and  adjourn, 
in  certain  cases 

shall  not  appropriate  money  unless 
it  be  estiniated  for  by  the  head  of  a 
department  and  submitted  by  the 
President,  unless  by  a  vote  of  two 
thirds  of  both  Houses — or  to  pay 
its  own  expenses,  or  claims  against 

the  Confederacj' 

Compensation,  extra,    to    contractors, 

officers,  &c.,  not  to  be  granted 

Compacts  between  two  or  more  States 
may  be  entered  into,  to  improve 
navigation    of  rivers    in    certain 

cases , 

Constitution,  how  amended 

laws  and  treaties  declared  to  be  the 
supreme  law 

number  of  States  to  ratify  to  render 

operative 

Contracts,  no  law  impairing 

Conventions  for  proposing  amendments 

to  tho  Constitution 

Cminterf citing.  Congress  to  provide  for 

puiiislinie'.it  of 

Court,  Supreme,  its  original  and  appel- 
late jurisdiction 

Courts,  i  iferior  to  the  Supremo  Court, 
may  be  ordained  by  Congress 

Ditto  Ditto  

CrimRs,  persons  accused  of,  fleeing  from 
justice,  may  be  demanded 

How  to  be  tried 

Criminal  prooecutions,  proceedings  in.. 

D. 

Debts  against  the  Confederation  to  be 
valid 

against  the   Provisional   Govemm't 
Dutie*  to  be  levied  by  Congress,  and  to 


Art.  Sec. . 


2 

2 
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be  uniform 

Duties,  further  provision  respectiug  .... 

cannot  be  levied  by  the  States 

on  exports  prohibited 

on   exports  may  be  authorized  by 

two-thirds  vote 

on  imports  and  exports  imposed  by 

States,  shall  enure  to  the  treasury 

of  the  General  Government 

may  not  be  laid  on  imports  to  foster 

any  branch  of  industry 


Elections  of  Senator?  and  Representa- 
tives shall   be   prescribed  by  the 

States 

qualifications  and  returns  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  be  determined 

by  each  House 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, how  chosen,  and  their  dulies 
altered  (see  12th  amendment)  to  vote 
the  same  day  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted (or  Confederate)  States 

no   Senator,  or  Representative,    or 

public  officer  shall  servo  as 

Enumeration  every  ten  years 

first  within  three  years. 

Executive  pawn-  vested  in  a  President, 

(see  President,) 

Exports,  not  to  be  taxed 

may  be,  by  two-thirds  vote 

Ex  post  facto  law,  not  to  be  passed 

prohibited  to  States , 


P. 


Fines,  excessive,  prohibited 

Fugitives,  from  justice,  to  be  delivered 

up 

from  service,  to  be  delivered  up 


H. 

Habeas  Corpus,  writ  of,  can  only  be 
suspended  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion 

House  of  RepresertlaXives — (see  Repre- 
sentatives.) 

Heads  of  Executive  Departments  may  be 
allowed  to  have  seats  in  either 
House  for  certain  purposes 


I. 

Impeachment  to  be  brought  by  House 
of  Representatives 

tried  by  the  Senate 

judgment  on 

all  civil  ofBcers  liable  to 

any  judicial  or  other  federal  ofBcers 
resident  and  acting  solely  in  any 
State,  liable  to,  by  two-thirds  vote 

of  legislature  thereof 

Importation  of  Slaves,  not  prohibited 
till  1S08 

prohibited 

Internal  Improvements,  Congress  shall 
not  have  power  to  appropriate 
money  for 


TJ.  S.     "C."  S. 


J. 

Judges  shall  hold  their  offices  during 

good  behavior 

their  compensation 

Judiciary,  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  may  be  erected 

Judicial  Power  vested  in  a  Supreme 
Court  (or  Superior  Court)  and  in- 
ferior courts 

powers  of  the  judiciary 

restrictions  as  to  suits  against  a  State 

Judicial  Proceedings  of  each  State  are 
entitled  to  credit  in  all 

^ary  in'aJ  secured,  and  shall  be  held 
in  the  State  where  the  crime  shall 
have  been  committed 


3 

3 

11  A 


Art.  Sec. . 


Jury  trial,  further  regulated 

secured  in  suits  at  common  law 
where  the  value  in  controversy 
shall  exceed  twenty  dollars 


Ij. 


Law,  what  is  declared  the  supreme 

common,  recognized  and  established 
President  to  see  faithfully  executed. .. 
of  the  Provisional  Government  to  be 

valid 

every,  shall  relate  to  but  one  subject, 

which  its  title  shall  express 

LegUlative  powers  yesXeiX  in  Congress. 

(See  Congress.) 
Loans,  authority  to  make 


M. 


Marque  and  reprisal,  letters  of 

M'diiia,  to  be  called  out 

to  be  officered  by  the  States 

to  be  commanded  by  the  President., 
their  right  to  beep  and  bear  arms 

secured 

Money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treas- 
ury only  by  appropriation  laws 

Congress  to  coin  and  regulate  value 

of 

States  cannot  coin 


^Naturalization,  uniform  rules  of. 

Navy.  Congress  to  provide  and  govern.. 

Nobility,  titles  of,  not  to  be  granted  by 

the  United  (or  Confederate)  States 

nor  by  the  States 


Officers  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  be  chosen  by  the  House.... 
of  the  Senate  to  be  chosen  by  the 

Senate  , 

civil,  may  be  removed  by  impeach- 
ment  

Order  of  one  house  requiring  the  con- 
currence of  the  other 

Oath  of  the  President 

of  the  public  olQcers 


1 

2 

1 

9 

1 

8 
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S 
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1 

1 

8 
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3 
3 

1 
2 
2 

4 

1 

3 

2 

Pardons,  President  may  grant 

Palmts  to  be  granted  to  inventors 

Petition.,  right  of. 

Persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  their 
importation  or  migration  into  the 
United  States  may  be  prohibited 

after  ISOS 

escaping  from  one  State  into  another 

shall  be  delivered  up 

or  lawfully  carried  from  one  State 

to  another 

Piracy,  Congress  to  prescribe  punish- 
ment for 

Post  offices  and  post  roads  (and  routes,) 

establishing  of. 

Post  office  Department  to  be  self-sustain- 
ing after  Ist  of  March  1863 

Powers  not  delegated  to  Congress  nor 
prohibited  to  the  States  are  re- 
served  

legislati ve,(seo  Congress  ;)  executive, 
(see  President ;)  judicial,  (see  Judi- 
cial.) 
Presents  from  foreign  powers  to  public 

officers  prohibited , 

Press,  freedom  of  secured , 

President  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  Confederate  States  vested  with 

executive  power 

shaU  be  chosen  for  four  years 

shall  bo  chosen  for  six  years , 

how  elected ■ 

same 

qualiUcations  for 
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President,  not  re-eligible , 

who  shall  act  in  case  of  vacancy 

compensation  of. 

sball  take  an  oath  of  office 

may  bs  removed  by  impeachment... 

President,  commander  of  anny,  navy, 

and  militia 

may  require  the  written  opiuions  of 
heads  of  departments 

may  rcpiuevc  and  pardon 

may  make  treaties  with  consent  of 
the  Senate 

may  appoint  to  office  with  consent  of 
the  .Senate 

shall  fill  vacancies  happening  during 
the  rtcess  of  the  Senate 

shall  give  information  to  Congress 
and  recommend  measures 

may  convene  both  Houses  or  either 
House 

may  adjourn  them  in  case  of  disa- 
greement   

shall  receive  embassadors  and  pub- 
lic ministers 

shall  tiike  care  that  the  laws  are 
faithfully  executed , 

shall  commission  all  officers 

Pritilerjes  and  immunities  of  members 
01  Congress- 

ol  citizens ,  (see  Citizens ;  also,  Rights.) 

Property,  Congress  to  provide  for  care 

of pubhc 

shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use 
without  just  compensation 

Congress  shall  pass  no  law  impairing 
or  denj'ing  the  right  of,  in  slaves... 
Puniihment,  cruel  and  unusual,  pro- 
hibited  


Q. 

Qiurrum  for  business,  what  shall  bo  a 
of  (States,  in  choosing  a  President  by 

the  House  of  llepiesentatives 

Quartered — No  soldiers  to  be  quartered 

upon  a  citizen 


B. 

Receipts  and  expenditures,  accounts  of, 

to  be  published 

Records,  Low  to  be /luthenticated , 

Eil'gion — no  law  to  be  made ;  free  ex- 
ercise of. 

religious  test  not  required 

Btprieves  granted  by  the  President 

Representatives,  House  of,  members  of 

chosen  every  second  year 

qualifications  of  members  of. 

appurtionment  of 

vacancies,  how  supplied , 

shall  choose  their  officers 

shall   have  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment  

shall  bo  the  judge  of  the  election  and 

qualification  of  its  members , 

what  shall  be  a  quorum 

any  number  may  adjourn,  and  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  absentees 

may  determine  the  rules  of  proceed- 


may  punish  or  expel  a  member 

Bhall  keep  a  journal  and  publi-sh,  ex- 
cept parts  requiring  secrecy 

shall  not  adjourn  for  mure  than  three 
days,  nor  to  any  other  place,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Senate 

cue  fifth  may  require  the  yeas  and 
nays 

shall  originate  bills  for  raising  reve- 
nue   

compensation  to  be  ascertained  by 
law 

privileged  from  arrest,  except  in  cer- 
tain cases 

Representatives  shall  not  be  questioned 
for  speecli  or  debate  in  the  House... 

shall  not  bo  appointed  to  office 

shall  nut  b«  electors  of  President 


U.S. 


2 
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Representatives  and  direct  taxes,  appor- 
tioned according  to  numbers 

Represesentation  of  a  State  ;  vacancies 
in,  supplied  until  antw  election  by 

executive  authority 

Resolution,   order,  or    vote,  requiring 
the  concurrence  of  both  Houses,  to 

undergo  the  formalities  of  bills 

Removal  of  certain  civil  officers  to  be 

reported  by  the  President  to  the 

Senate,  with  his  reasons  therefor... 

Revenue  bills  to  originate  in  the  House 

ol  Kepresentatives   

Rights  of  the  citizen  declared  to  bo  priv- 
ileges of  citizens  of  the  several 

States 

.    hberty  of  conscience  in  matters  of 
religion 

freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press... 

to  assemble  and  petition 

to  keep  and  bear  arms 

to  bo  exempt  from  the  quartering  of 
soldiers 

to  be  secure  from  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures 

to  bo  free  from  answering  for  a 
crime,  unless  on  presentment  or 
indictment  by  a  jury 

not  to  be  twice  jeoparded  for  the 
same  offence 

not  to  be  compelled  to  be  a  witness 
against  himself 

not  to  bo  deprived  of  life,  hberty,  or 
property  without  due  process  of 
law 

private  property  not  to  be  taken  for 
public  use 

in  criminal  prosecutions  shall  have 
speedy  trial  by  jury,  with  all  the 
means  necessary  for  his  defence 

in  civil  cases  trial  to  he  by  jury,  and 
shall  only  bo  re-examined  accord- 
ing to  common  law 

excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required, 
excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel 
and  unusual  punishments  inflicted... 

enumeration  of  certain  rights  not  to 

operate  against  reserved  rights 

Rules,  each  house  shall  determine  its 
own , 


S. 

Seat  of  Government,  exclusive  legisla- 
tion   

Searches  and  seizures,  security  against.. 

Senate,  composed  of  two  Senators  from 

each  State 

how  chosen,  classed,  and  terms  of 
service 

qualifications  of  Senators 

Vice-President  to  bo  President  of  the 

shall  choose  their  officers 

shall  bo  the  judge  of  the  elections 
and  qualifications  of  its  members... 

what  number  shall  be  a  quorum 

any  number  may  adjourn,  and  com- 
pel attendance  of  absentees 

may  determine  its  rules 

may  punish  or  expel  a  member 

shall  keep  a  journal  and  publish  the 
same,  except  parts  requiring  se- 
crecy  

shall  not  adjourn  for  more  than  three 
days,  nor  to  any  other  place,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other  house.. 

one-fifth  may  require  the  yeas  and 
nays 

may  propose  amendments  lo  bills 
for  raising  revenue 

shall  try  impeachments 

effect  of  their  judgment  on  impeach- 
ment  

compensation  to  be  ascertained  by 
law 

members  of,  privileged  from  arrest... 

members  not  to  be  questioned  for 
words  spoken  in  debate 

shall  not  be  appointed  to  offioe 
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Senatryi  JhsXX  not  be  elector 

Senators  and  Kepresentatives,  election 

of,  bow  prescribed 

Slaves,  their  importation  may  be  pro- 
hibited after  1S08 , 

their  importation  prohibited,  no  law 
to  biJ  passed  impairing  rigbt  of 

property  in 

right  of  transit  and  sojourn  with,  in 

any  State,  guarantied 

introduction  of,  from  any  State  not  a 
member  of  tbo  Confederacy,  may 

he  prohibited  by  Congress 

Soldiers  not  to  be  quartered  on  citizens 

Speaker,  how  chosen 

Speech,  freedom  of 

States  prohibited  from — 
entering  into  treaty,  alliance,  or  con- 
federation  

granting  letters  of  marque 

coining  money 

emitting  bills  of  credit 

making  anything  a  tender  but  gold 

and  silver 

passing  bills  of  attainder,  exposi/acto 
laws,  or  lawg  impairing  contracts... 

granting  titles  of  nobility 

laying  duties  on  imports  and  exports 

laying  duties  on  tonnage 

may  lay  tonnage  duty  on  sea-going 
vessels  for  the  improvement  of  riv- 
ers, &c 

k'  eplng  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time 

of  peace 

entering  into  any  agreement  or  com- 
pact with  another  State  or  foreign 

Power 

may  enter  into  compact  for  improve- 
ment of  certain  rivers 

engaging  in  war 

States,  new,  may  be  admitted  into  the 

Union  (or  Confederacy) 

new,  may  be  admitted  upon  two- 
thirds  vote  of  both  Houses,  the  Sen- 
ate voting  by  States 

may  be  formed  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  othei-s,  or  by  the  junction 
of  two  or  more,  with  the  consent  of 
Congress  and  the  Legislatures  of 

the  States  concerned 

State  judges  bound  to  consider  treaties. 
the    Constitution,  and    the    laws 

under  it,  as  supremo 

State,  every,  guarantied  a  republican 
form  of  government,  protected  bj' 
the  United  (or  Confederate)  States 
Supreme  Court — (See  Court  and  Judi- 
ciary.) 
Suits  at  Common  Law,  proceB^iogs  in... 


Tax,  direct,  according  to  representa- 
tion  

shall  bo  laid  only  in  proportion  to 

census 

on  exports  prohibited 

except  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both 

Houses 

Tender,  what  shall  be  a  legal , 

Territory,  or  public  property.  Congress 

may  make  rules  concerning 

Test,  religious,  shall  not  be  required , 

Tiths,  (see  Nobility.) 

TitU  from  foreign  State  prohibited - 

Treason,  defined 

two  witnesses,  or  confession,  neces- 
sary for  conviction , 

punishment  6f,  may  be  prescribed  by 

Congress 

Treasury,  money  drawn  from  only  by 

appropriation , 

Treaties,  how  made 

the  supreme  law 

States  cannot  make 


T(Uancies  happening  during  the    re- 
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cesg  may  be  filled  temporarily  by 

the  President  

Vacancies  in  representation  inCongress, 

howfilled  

Veto  of  the  President,  effect  of  and  pro- 
ceedings on 

Vice-President  to  bo  Presidnnt  of  the 

Senate 

how  elected 

also,  Amendment 

shall  in  certain  cases  discharge  the 

duties  of  President 
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their  constitution  as  interpheted  by  the 
"confederate"  vice  president. 
1861,  March  21,  Alex.  H.  Stephens  delivered 
a  speech  at  Savannah,  in  explanation  and  vin- 
dication of  the  Constitution,  from  which  this 
is  a  well  linown  extract : 

"  The  new  Constitution  has  put  at  rest  forever  all  tha 
agitating  questions  relating  to  our  peculiar  institutions — 
African  slavery  as  it  exists  among  us — the  proper  status  of 
the  negro  in  our  form  of  civilization.  This  was  the  tin- 
mediate  cause  of  the  late  rupture  and  present  revolution. 
Jefferson,  in  Ms  forecast,  had  anticipated  this  as  the  '  rocli 
upon  which  the  old  Union  tvould  split.'  Ho  was  right. 
What  was  conjecture  with  him,  is  now  a  realized  fact. 
But  whether  he  fully  comprehended  the  gi'eat  truth  upon 
which  that  rock  stood  and  stands,  may  he  doubted.  The 
prevailing  ideas  entertained  by  him  and  most  of  the  lead- 
ing statesmen  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  old  Con- 
stitution, were  that  the  enslavement  of  the  African  was  in 
•violation  of  the  laws  of  nature :  that  it  was  WTong  in  prin- 
ciple, socially,  morally,  and  politically.  It  was  an  evil  they 
knew  not  well  how  to  deal  with,  but  the  general  oijinion  of 
the  men  of  that  day  was,  that  somehow  or  other,  in  the 
order  of  Providence,  the  institution  would  be  evanescent 
and  pass  away.  This  idea,  though  not  incorporated  in  the 
Constitution,  was  the  prevailing  idea  at  the  time.  The 
Constitution,  it  is  true,  secured  every  essential  guarantee  to 
the  institution  while  it  should  last,  and  hence  no  argument 
can  bo  justly  used  against  the  constitutional  guarantees 
thus  secured,  because  of  the  common  sentiment  of  the  day. 
Those  ideas,  however,  were  fundamentally  wrong.  They 
rested  upon  the  assumption  of  the  equality  of  races.  This  ' 
was  an  error.  It  was  a  sandy  foundation,  and  the  idea  of  a 
government  built  upon  it;  when  the  'storm  came  and  the 
wind  blew,  it  fell.' 

"  Our  new  Government  is  founded  upon  exactly  the  op- 
posite idea ;  its  foundations  are  laid,  its  comer  stone  rests  . 
upon  the  great  truth  that  the  negro  is  not  equal  to  the  : 
white  man.    That  slavery — subordination  to  the  superior  ' 
race,  is  his  natural  and  normal  condition.    This,  our  new 
Government,  is  the  first,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  based 
upon  this  great  physical  and  moral  truth.    This  truth  has 
been  slow  in  the  process  of  its  development,  like  all  other 
truths  in  the  various  departments  of  science.     It  has  been 
so  even  amongst  us.    Many  who  hear  me,  perhaps,  can 
recollect  well,  that  this  truth  was  not  generally  admitted, 
even  within  their  d.aj'.     The  errors  of  tho  past  generation 
still  clung  to  marty  as  late  as  twenty  j-ears  ago.    Those  at 
the  North  who  stil!  cling  to  these  errors,  with  a  zeal  above 
knowledge,  we  justly  denominate  fanatics.         *        *        * 

"In  the  conflict  thus  far,  success  has  been,  on  our  side, 
complete  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  tho  Confed- 
erate States.  It  is  upon  this,  as  I  have  stated,  our  actual 
fabric  is  firmly  planted;  and  I  cannot  permit  myself  to 
doubt  the  ultimate  success  of  a  full  recognition  of  tliis  prin- 
ciple throughout  the  civilized  and  enlightened  world- 
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"  As  I  have  stated,  the  truth  of  this  principle  may  De  slow 
in  developmont,  as  all  truths  are,  and  ever  have  been,  in 
the  various  branches  of  science.  It  was  so  with  the  prin- 
ciples announced  by  Galileo— it  was  so  with  Adam  Smith 
and  his  principles  of  political  economy — it  was  so  with 
Harvey  and  liis  theory  of  tho  circulation  of  the  blood.  It 
is  etatid  that  not  a  single  one  of  the  m"chcal  profession, 
living  at  the  time  of  the  announcement  of  the  truths  made 
by  him,  admitted  them.  Now  they  are  universally  ac- 
knowledged. May  wo  not,  therefore,  look  with  confidenc* 
to  the  ultimate  universal  acknowledgment  of  the  truths 
upon  which  our  system  rests.  It  is  tho  first  government 
ever  instituted  upon  principles  of  strict  conformity  to  na- 
ture, and  the  ordination  of  Providence,  in  fui-nishing  tho 
materials  of  human  society.  Many  governments  have  been 
founded  upon  the  principle  of  certain  classes;  but  the 
classes  thus  enslavnd,  were  of  the  sama  race,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  nature.  Our  system  commits  no  such 
violation  of  nature's  laws.  Tho  negro,  by  nature,  or  by  the 
curse  against  Canaan,  is  fitted  for  that  condition  which  he 
occupies  in  our  system.  Tho  architect,  in  the  construction 
of  buildings,  lays  the  foundation  with  the  proper  materials, 


the  granite ;  then  comes  the  brick  or  the  marble.  The  sub- 
stratum of  our  society  is  made  of  the  material  fitted  by  nar 
ture  for  it,  and  by  experience  we  know  that  it  is  best,  not 
only  for  the  superior,  but  for  the  inferior  race  that  it  should 
be  so.  It  is,  indeed,  in  conformity  with  the  ordinance  of 
the  Creator.  It  is  not  for  us  to  inquire  into  the  wisdom  of 
His  ordinances,  or  to  question  them.  For  His  own  pur- 
poses Ha  has  made  one  race  to  differ  from  another,  as  He 
has  made  '  one  star  to  differ  from  another  star  in  glory.' 

"Tho  groat  olijects  of  humanit3'  are  best  attained  when 
conformed  to  Hii  laws  and  decrees,  in  the  formation  of  gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  in  all  things  else.  Our  Confederacy  is 
founded  upon  principles  in  strict  conformity  with  these 
laws.  This  stone  which  was  first  rejected  by  the  first  builders 
'  is  become  tho  chief  stone  of  the  corner '  in  our  new  ecUfice. 

"  Tho  progress  of  disintegration  in  the  old  Union  may  be 
expected  to  go  on  with  almost  absolute  certainty.  We  are 
now  tho  nucleus  of  a  growing  power,  which,  if  we  are  true 
to  ourselves,  our  destiny,  and  high  mission,  will  become 
the  controlling  power  on  this  continent.  To  what  extent 
accessions  will  go  on  in  the  process  of  time,  or  where  it  wilj 
end,  the  future  will  determine." 
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ATaraham  Lincoln's   Inaugural    Ad- 
dress, March  4,  1861. 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  United  States:  In  com- 
pliance with  a  custom  as  old  as  tbe  Govern- 
ment itself,  I  appear  before  you  to  address  you 
briefly,  and  to  take  in  your  presence  the  oath 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  be  taken  by  the  President  "before  he 
enters  on  the  execution  of  his  office." 

I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  at  present  for 
me  to  discuss  those  matters  of  administration 
about  which  there  is  no  special  anxiety  or  ex- 
citement. 

Apprehension  seems  to  exist  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Southern  States  that  by  the  accession 
of  a  Republican  Administration  their  property 
and  their  peace  and  personal  security  are  to  be 
endangered.  There  has  never  been  any  reason- 
able cause  for  such  apprehension.  Indeed,  the 
most  ample  evidence  to  the  contrary  has  all  the 
while  existed  and  been  open  to  their  inspec- 
tion. It  is  found  in  nearly  all  the  published 
speeches  of  him  who  now  addresses  you.  I  do 
but  quote  from  one  of  those  speeches  when  I 
declare  that  "  I  have  no  purpose,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  interfere  with  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  the  States  where  it  exists.  I  believe 
I  have  no  lawful  right  to  do  so,  and  I  have  no 
inclination  to  do  so."  Those  who  nominated 
and  elected  me  did  so  with  full  knowledgethat 
I  had  made  this  and  many  similar  declarations, 
and  had  never  recanted  them.  And  more  than 
this,  they  placed  in  the  platform  for  my  accept- 
ance, and  as  a  law  to  themselves  and  to  me,  the 
clear  and  emphatic  resolution  which  I  now 
read : 

"  Resolvrd,  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the  rights 
of  the  States,  and  espcciaUy  tho  right  of  each  State  to  oraer 
anrl  control  its  own  domestic  institutions  according  to  its 
own  judgment  exclusively,  is  essential  to  the  balance  ot 
power  on  which  the  perfection  and  endurance  of  our  polit- 
ical fabric  depend,  .ind  we  denounce  tho  lawless  invasion 
by  armed  force  of  the  soil  of  any  State  or  Territory  no 
matter  under  what  pretext,  as  among  the  gravest  ot 
crimes." 

I  now  reiterate  these  sentiments  ;  and,  in  do- 
ing so,  I  only  press  upon  the  public  attention 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  wh  ch  the  case 
is  susceptible,  that  the  property,  peace,  and 
security  of  no  section  are  to  be  in  anywise 
endangered  by  the  now  incoming  Administra- 
f.on.   I  add,  too,  that  all  the  protection  which, 


consistently  with  the  Constitution  and  the  laws, 
can  be  given,  will  be  cheerfully  given  to  all  the 
States  when  lawfully  demanded,  for  whatever 
cause  —  as  cheerfully  to  one  section  as  to 
another. 

There  is  much  controversy  about  the  deliver- 
ing up  of  fugitives  from  service  or  labor.  The 
clause  I  now  read  is  as  plainly  written  in  the 
Constitution  as  any  other  of  its  provisions  : 

"  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  bo  discharged 
from  such  service  or  labor  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be 
due." 

It  is  scarcely  questioned  that  this  provision 
was  intended  by  those  who  made  it  for  the  re- 
claiming of  what  we  call  fugitive  slaves  ;  and 
the  intention  of  the  law-giver  is  the  law.  All 
members  of  Congress  swear  their  support  to 
the  whole  Constitution— to  this  provision  as 
much  as  any  other.  To  the  proposition,  then, 
that  slaves,  whose  cases  come  within  the  terms 
of  this  clause,  "  shall  be  delivered  up,"  their 
oaths  are  unanimous.  Now,  if  they  would 
make  the  effort  in  good  temper,  could  they  not, 
with  nearly  equal  unanimity,  frame  and  pass  a 
law  by  means  of  which  to  keep  good  that 
unanimous  oath  ? 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  whether 
this  clause  should  be  enforced  by  national  or 
by  State  authority ;  but  surely  that  diflference 
is  not  a  very  material  one.  If  the  slave  is  to 
be  surrendered,  it  can  be  of  but  little  conse- 
quence to  him,  or  to  others,  by  which  authority 
it  is  done.  And  should  any  one,  in  any  case, 
be  content  that  his  oath  shall  go  unkept,  ona 
merely  unsubstantial  controversy  as  to  how  it 
shall  be  kept? 

Again,  in  any  law  upon  this  subject,  ought 
not  all  the  safeguards  of  liberty  known  in  civi- 
lized and  humane  jurisprudence  to  be  intro- 
duced, so  that  a  free  man  be  not,  in  any  case, 
surrendered  as  a  slave?  And  might  it  not  be 
well  at  the  same  time  to  provide  by  law  for  the 
enforcement  of  that  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  guaranties  that  "  the  citizens  of  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  the  several  States?" 

I  take  the  official  oath  to-day  with  no  mental 
reservations,  and  with  no  purpose  to  construe 
the  Constitution  or  laws  by  any  hypercritical 
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rules.  And  while  I  do  not  choose  now  to 
specify  particular  acts  of  Congress  as  proper 
to  be  enforced,  I  do  suggest  that  it  wili  be  much 
safer  for  all,  both  in  official  and  private  sta- 
tions, to  conform  to  and  abide  by  all  those  acts 
which  stand  unrepealed,  than  to  violate  any  of 
them,  trusting  to  find  impunity  in  having  them 
held  to  be  unconstitutional. 

It  is  seventy-two  years  since  the  first  inaugu- 
ration of  a  Piesident  under  our  National  Con- 
stitution. During  that  period  fifteen  different 
and  grea'.ly  distinguished  citizens  have,  in  suc- 
cession, administered  the  Executive  branch  of 
the  Government.  They  have  conducted  it 
through  many  perils,  and  generally  with  great 
success.  Yet,  with  all  this  scope  for  precedent, 
I  now  enter  upon  the  same  task  for  the  brief 
constitutional  term  of  four  years  under  great 
and  peculiar  dilficulty.  A  disruption  of  the 
Federal  Union,  heretofore  only  menaced,  is 
now  formidably  attempted. 

I  hold  that,  in  contemplation  of  universal 
law,  and  of  the  Constitution,  the  Union  of 
these  States  is  perpetual.  Perpetuity  is  im- 
plied, if  not  expressed,  in  the  fundamental  law 
of  all  National  Governments.  It  is  safe  to  as- 
sert that  no  Government  proper  ever  had  a 
provision  in  its  organic  law  for  its  own  termi- 
nation. Continue  to  execute  all  the  express 
provisions  to  our  National  Constitution,  and 
the  Union  will  endure  forever — it  being  im- 
possible to  destroy  it,  except  by  some  action 
not  provided  for  in  the  instrument  itself. 

Again,  if  the  United  States  be  not  a  Govern- 
ment proper,  but  an  association  of  States  in  the 
nature  o-f  the  contract-merely,  can  it,  as  a  con- 
tract, be  peaceably  unmade  by  less  than  all  the 
parties  who  made  it?  One  party  to  a  contract 
may  •violate  it — break  it,  so  to  speak ;  but  does 
it  not  require  all  to  lawfully  rescind  it? 

Descending  from  thesegeneral  principles,  we 
find  the  proposition  that,  in  legal  contempla- 
tion, the  Union  is  perpetual,  confirmed  by  the 
history  of  the  Union  itself.  The  Union  is 
much  older  than  the  Constitution.  It  was 
formed  in  fact  by  the  Articles  of  Association 
in  1774.  It  was  matured  and  continued  by  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  in  1776.  .  It  was 
further  matured,  and  the  faith  of  all  the  then 
thirteen  States  expressly  plighted  and  engaged 
that  it  should  be  perpetual,  by  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  in  1778.  And,  finally,  in  1787, 
one  of  the  declared  objects  for  ordaining  and 
establisbing  the  Constitution  was  "to  form  a 
more  j)erfcct  union.'" 

But  if  destruction  of  the  Union,  by  one,  or 
by  a  part  only,  of  the  States,  be  lawfully  pos- 
sible, the  Union  is  less  perfect  than  before,  the 
Constitution  having  lost  the  vital  element  of 
perpetuity. 

It  follows,  from  these  views,  that  no  State, 
upon  its  own  mere  motion,  can  lawfully  get 
out  of  the  Union  ;  that  resolves  and  ordinances 
to  that  effect  are  legally  void  ,  and  that  acts  of 
violence,  within  any  State  or  States,  against 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  are  insur- 
rectionary or  revolutionary,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. 

I,  therefore,  consider  that,  in  view  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws,  the  Union  is   un- 


broken, and,  to  the  extent  of  my  abilit3',  I  shall 
take  care,  as  the  Constitution  itself  expressly 
enjoins  upon  me,  that  the  laws  of  the  Union 
be  faiihfullycxecutedin  all  the  States.  Doing 
this  I  deem  to  be  only  a  simple  duty  on  my 
part;  and  I  shall  perform  it,  so  far  as  practi- 
cable, unless  my  rightful  masters,  the  Ameri- 
can people,  shall  withhold  the  requisite  means, 
or,  in  some  authoritative  manner,  direct  the 
contrary.  I  trust  this  will  not  be  re^jarded  as 
a  menace,  but  only  as  a  declared  purpose  of 
the  Union  that  it  will  constitutionally  defend 
and  maifltaia  itself. 

In  doing  this  there  need  be  no  bloodshed  or 
violence;  and  there  shall  be  none,  unless  it  be 
forced  upon  the  national  authority.  The  power 
confided  to  me  will  be  used  to  hold,  occupy, 
and  possess  the  property  and  places  belonging 
to  the  Government,  and  to  collect  the  duties 
and  imposts  ;  but,  beyond  what  may  be  neces- 
sary for  these  objects,  there  will  be  no  invasion, 
no  using  of  force  against  or  among  the  people 
anywhere.  Where  hostility  to  the  United 
States,  in  any  interior  locality,  shall  be  so  great 
and  universal  as  to  prevent  competent  resident 
citizens  from  holding  the  Federal  ofiices,  there 
will  be  no  attempt  to  force  obnoxious  strangers 
among  the  people  for  that  object.  While  the 
strict  legal  right  may  exist  in  the  Government 
to  enforce  the  exercise  of  these  ofiices,  the  at- 
tempt to  do  so  would  be  so  irritating,  and  so 
nearly  impracticable  with  all,  1  deem  it  better 
to  forego,  for  the  time,  the  uses  of  such  offices. 

The  mails,  unless  repelled,  will  continue  to 
be  furnished  in  all  parts  of  the  Union.  So  far 
as  possible,  the  people  everywhere  shall  have 
that  sense  of  perfect  security  which  is  most 
favorable  to  calm  thought  and  reflection.  The 
course  here  indicated  will  be  followed,  unless 
current  events  and  experience  shall  show  a 
modification  or  change  to  be  proper,  and  in 
every  case  and  exigency  my  best  discretion 
will  be  exercised,  according  to  circumstances 
actually  existing,  and  with  a  view  and  a  hope 
of  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  national  troubles, 
and  the  restoration  of  fraternal  sympathies  and 
affections. 

That  there  are  persons  in  one  section  or 
another  who  seek  to  destroy  the  Union  at  all 
events,  and  are  glad  of  any  pretext  to  do  it,  I 
will  neither  affirm  nor  deny  ;  but  if  there  be 
such  I  need  address  no  word  to  them.  To  those, 
however,  who  really  love  the  Union,  may  I  not 
speak  ? 

Before  entering  upon  so  grave  a  matter  as 
the  destruction  of  our  national  fabric,  with  all 
its  benefits,  its  memories,  and  its  hopes,  would 
it  not  be  wise  to  ascertain  precisely  why  we  do 
it  ?  Will  you  hazard  so  desperate  a  step  while 
there  is  any  possibility  that  any  portion  of  the 
ills  you  fly  from  have  no  real  existence  Y  Will 
you,  while  the  certain  ills  you  fly  to  are  greater 
than  all  the  real  ones  you  fly  from — will  you 
risk  the  commission  of  so  fearful  a  mistake? 

All  profess  to  be  content  in  the  Union,  if  all 
constitutional  rights  can  be  maintained.-  Is  it 
true,  then,  that  any  right,  plainly  written  in 
the  Constitution,  has  been  denied  ?  I  think  not. 
Happily  the  human  mind  is  so  constituted  that 
no  party  can  reach  to  the  audacity  of  doing 
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this.  Think,  if  you  can,  of  a  single  instance  ' 
in  which  a  plainly  written  provision  of  the  | 
Constitution  has  ever  been  denied.  If,  by  the 
mere  force  of  numbers,  a  majority  should  de- 
prive a  minority  of  any  clearly  written  con- 
stitutional right,  it  might,  in 'a  moral  point  of 
view,  justify  revolution — certainly  would  if 
such  right  were  a  vital  one.  But  such  is  not 
our  case.  All  the  vital  rights  of  minorities 
and  of  iiftlividuals  are  so  plainly  assured  to 
them  by  affirmations  and  negations,  guarantees 
and  prohibitions  in  the  Constitution,  that  con- 
troversies never  arise  concerning  them.  But 
no  organic  law  can  ever  be  framed  with  a  pro- 
vision specifically  applicable  to  every  question 
which  may  occur  in  practical  administration. 
No  foresight  cau  anticipate,  nor  any  document 
of  reasonable  length  contain  express  provisions 
for  all  possible  questions.  Shall  fugitives  from 
labor  be  surrendered  by  National  or  by  State 
authority  ?  The  Constitution  does  not  expressly 
say.  May  Congress  prohibit  slavery  in  the 
Territories?  The  Conftitution  does  not  ex- 
pressly say.  .Must  Congress  protect  slavery  in 
the  Territories?  The  Constitution  does  not 
expressly  say.  _ 

From  questions  of  this  class  spring  all  our 
constitutional  controversies,  and  we  _  divide 
upon  them  into  majorities  and  minorities.  U 
the  minority  will  not  acquiesce  the  majority 
must,  or  the  Government  must  cease.  There 
is  no  other  alternative;  for  continuing  the 
Government  is  acquiescence  on  one  side  or  the 
other.  If  a  minority  in  such  case  will  secede 
rather  tjian  acquiesce  they  malie  a  precedent 
which,  in  turn,  will  divide  and  ruin  them  ;  for 
a  minority  of  their  own  will  secede  from  them 
whenever  a  majority  refuses  to  be  controlled 
by  such  minority.  For  instance,  why  may  not 
any  portion  of  a  new  Confederacy,  a  year  or 
two  hence,  arbitrarily  secede  again,  precisely 
as  portions  of  the  present  Union  now  claim  to 
secede  from  it?  All  who  cherish  disunion 
sentiments  are  now  being  educated  to  the  exact 
temper  of  doing  this. 

Is  there  such  perfect  identity  of  interests 
among  the  States  to  compose  a  new  Union,  as 
to  produce  harmony  only,  and  prevent  renewed 
secession  ? 

Plainly,  the  central  idea  of  secession  is  the 
essence  of  anarchy.  A  majority  held  in  re- 
straint by  constitutional  checlis  and  limitations 
and  always  changing  easily  with  deliberate 
changes  of  popular  opinions  and  sentiments, 
is  the  only  true  sovereign  of  a  free  people. 
Whoever  rejects  it,  does,  of  necessity,  fly  to 
anarchy  or  to  despotism.  Unanimity  is  im- 
possible ;  the  rule  of  a  minority,  as  a  perma- 
nent arrangement,  is  wholly  inadmissible  ;  so 
that,  rejecting  the  majority  principle,^  anarchy 
or  despotism  in  some  form  is  all  that  is  left. 

I  do  not  forget  the  position  assumed  by  some, 
that  constitutional  questions  are  to  be  decided 
by  the  Supreme  Court ;  nor  do  I  deny  that  such 
decision  must  be  binding,  in  any  case,  upon  the 
parties  to  a  suit,  as  to  the  object  of  that  suit, 
while  they  are  also  entitled  to  very  high  respect 
and  consideration  in  all  parallel  cases  by  all 
other  departments  of  the  Government.  And 
while  it  is  obviously  possible  that  such  decision 


may  be  erroneous  in  any  given  case,  still  the 
evil  effect  fallowing  it,  being  limited  to  that 
particular  case,  with  the  chance  that  it  may  be 
overruled,  and  never  become  a  precedent  for 
other  case?,  can  better  be  borne  than  could  the 
evils  of  a  different  practice.  At  the  same  time 
the  candid  citizen  must  confess  that  if  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Government  upon  vital  questions^ 
affecting  the  whole  people,  is  to  be  irrevocably 
fixed  by  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
instant  they  are  made  in  ordinary  litigation 
between  parties  in  personal  actions  the  people 
will  have  ceased  to  be  their  own  rulers,  having 
to  that  extent  practica'ly  resigned  their  govern- 
ment into  the  hands  of  that  eminent  tribunal. 

Nor  is  there  in  this  view  any  assault  upon 
the  Court  or  the  Judges.  It  is  a  duty  from 
which  they  may  not  shrinlc  to  decide  cases  prop- 
erly brought  before  them,  and  it  is  no  fault  of 
theirs  if  others  seeli  to  turn  their  decisions  to 
political  purposes.  One  section  of  our  country 
believes  slavery  is  right,  and  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended, while  the  other  believes  it  is  wrong,  and 
ought  not  to  be  extended.  This  is  the  only 
substantial  dispute.  The  fugitive  slave  clause 
of  the  Constitution,  and  the  law  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  foreign  slave  trade,  are  each  as 
well  enforced,  perhaps,  as  any  law  can  ever  be 
in  a  community  where  the  moral  sense  of  the 
people  imperfectly  supports  the  law  itself.  The 
great  body  of  the  people  abide  by  the  dry  legal 
oblif'ation  in  both  cases,  and  a  few  break  over 
in  e°ach.  This,  I  think,  cannot  be  perfectly 
cured ;  and  it  would  be  worse  in  both  cases 
after  the  separation  of  the  sections  than  before. 
The  foreign  slave  trade,  now  imperfectly  sup- 
pressed, would  be  ultimately  revived  without 
restriction  in  one  section  ;  while  fugitive  slaves, 
now  only  partially  surrendered,  would  not  be 
surrendered  at  all,  by  the  other. 

Physically  speaking,  we  cannot  separate.  We 
cannot  remove  our  respective  sections  from  each 
other  nor  build  an  impassable  wall  between 
them.'  A  husband  and  wife  may  be  divorced, 
and  go  out  of  the  presence  and  beyond  the  reach 
of  each  other  ;  but  the  different  parts  of  our 
country  cannot  do  this.  They  cannot  but  re- 
main face  to  face;  and  intercourse,  either  ami- 
cable or  hostile,  must  continue  between  them. 
Is  it  possible,  then,  to  make  that  intercourse 
more  advantageous  or  more  satisfactory  after 
separation  than  before  ?  Can  aliens  make  trea- 
ties easier  than  friends  can  make  laws?  Can 
treaties  be  more  faithfully  enforced  between 
aliens  than  laws  can  among  friends  ?  Suppose 
you  go  to  war,  you  cannot  fight  always ;  and 
when  after  much  loss  on  both  sides,  and  no 
gain  on  either,  you  cease  fighting,  the  indenti- 
cal  old  questions,  as  to  terms  of  intercourse,  are 
again  upon  you.  ,      . 

This  country,  with  its  institutions,  belongs  to 
the  people  who  inhabit  it.  Whenever  they 
shall  grow  weary  of  the  existing  Government 
they  can  exercise  their  eonstitutional  right  of 
amendint^  it,  or  their  revolutionary  right  to  dis- 
member "or  overthrow  it.  I  cannot  be  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  many  worthy  and  patriotic  cit- 
izens are  desirous  of  having  the  National  Con- 
stitution amended.  While  I  make  no  recom- 
mendation of  amendments,  I  fully  recognize  the 
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rightful  authority  of  the  people  over  the  whole    reliance  on  Him  who  has   never  yet  forsaken 


subject,   to  be  exercised  in  either  of  the  modes 
prescribed  in  the  instrument  itself;  and  I  should 
under  existing  circumstances,  favor  rather  than 
oppose  a  fair  opportunity  being  afforded  the 
people  to  act  upon  it.    I  will  venture  to  add  that 
to  me  the  convention  mode  seems  preferable, 
in  that  it  allows  amendments  to  originate  with 
the  people  themselves,  instead  of  only  permit- 
ting them  to  take  or  reject  propositions  origi- 
nated by  others,  not  especially   chosen  for  the 
purpose,    and  which    might    not  be  precisely 
such  as  they  would  wish  to  either  accept  or  re- 
fuse.    I   understand  a  proposed  amendment  to 
the  Constitution— which  amendment,  however 
I   have  not  seen — has  passed  Congress,  to  the 
effect  that  the  Federal  Government  shall  never 
interfere   with  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
States,  including  that  of  persons  held  to  service 
To  avoid  misconstruction  of  what  I  have  said, 
I  depart  from  my  purpose  not  to  speak  of  par- 
ticular amendments  so  far  as  to  say  that,  hold- 
ing such  a  provision   now  to  be  implied  con- 
stitutional law,  I  have  no  objection  to  its  being 
made  express  and  irrevocable. 

The  Chief  Magistrate  derives  all  his  authority 
from  the  people,  and  they  have  conferred  none 
upon  him  to  fix  terms  for  the  separation  of  the 
States.  The  people  themselves  can  do  this  also 
if  they  choose ;  but  the  Executive,  as  such,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  His  duty  is  to  adminis- 
ier  the  present  Government,  as  it  came  to  his 
hands,  and  to  transmit  it,  unimpaired  by  him,  to 
his  successor. 

Why  should  there  not  be  a  patient  confidence 
in  the  ultimate  justice  of  the  people?  Is  there 
any  better  or  equal  hope  in  the  world?  In  our 
present  differences  is  either  party  without  faith 
of  being  in  the  right  ?  If  the  Almighty  Ruler 
of  Nations,  with  his  eternal  truth  and  justice, 
be  on  your  side  of  the  North,  or  on  yours  of  the 
South,  that  truth  and  that  justice"  will  surely 
prevail,  by  the  judgment  of  this  great  tribunal 
of  the  American  people. 

By  the  frame  of  the  Government  under  which 
we  live,  this  same  people  have  wisely  given  their 
public  servants  but  little  power  for  mischief; 
and  have,  with  equal  wisdom„provided  for  the 
return  of  that  little  to  their  own  hands  at  very 
ehort  intervals.  While  the  people  retain  their 
virtue  and  vigilance,  no  Administration,  by  any 
extreme  of  weakness  or  folly,  can  very  seriously 
injure  the  Government  in  the  short  space  of 
four  years. 

My  countrymen,  and  all,  think  calmly  and 
well  upon  this  whole  subject.  Nothing  valuable 
can  be  lost  by  taking  time.  If  there  be  an  ob- 
ject to  hurry  any  of  you,  in  hot  haste,  to  a  step 
which  you  would  never  take  deliberately,  that 
object  will  be  frustrated  by  taking  time  ;  but 
no  good  object  can  be  frustrated  by  it.  Such 
of  you  as  are  now  dissatisfied,  still  have  the  old 
Constitution  unimpaired,  and,  on  the  sensitive 
point,  the  laws  of  your  own  framing  under  it; 
while  the  new  Administration  will  have  no  im- 
mediate power,  if  it  would,  to  change  either.  If 
it  were  admitted  that  you  who  are  dissatisfied 
holdjthe  right  side  in  the  dispute,  there  still  is 
no  single  good  reason  for  precipitate  action. 
Intelligence,  patriotism,  Christianity,  and  a  firm 


this  favored  land,  are  still  competent  to  adjust, 
in  the  best  way,  all  our  present  difficulty. 

In  7/our  hands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow-country- 
men, and  not  in  mine,  is  the  momentous  issue  of 
civil  war.  The  Oovernment  will  not  assail  you. 
You  can  have  no  conflict  without  being  your- 
selves the  aggressors.  You  have  no  oath  regis- 
tered in  Heaven  to  destroy  the  Government, 
while  I  shall  have  the  most  solemn  one  to  "pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend  it." 

I  am  loth  to  close.  We  are  not  enemies,  but 
friends.  We  must  not  be  enemies.  Though 
passion  may  have  strained,  it  must  not  break 
our  bonds  of  aflection.  The  mystic  chords  of 
memory,  stretching  from  every  battle-field  and 
patriot  grave  to  every  living  heart  and  hearth- 
stone, all  over  this  broad  land,  will  yet  swell 
the  chorus  of  the  Union,  when  again  touched, 
as  surely  they  will  be,  by  the  better  angela  of 
our  nature. 
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MK.    SEWARD   AND    "THE    COMMrSSIONERS    OF   IHB 

SOUTHERN  CONFEDERACY." 
[Memorandum.]  Department  of  Statk, 

„     ^  Washixgto.v,  March  15, 1861. 

Mi.  John  Forsyth,  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Mai^ 
tin  J.Crawlord,of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  llth  instant, 
through  the  kind  offices  of  a  distinguished  Senator,  submit- 
ted to  the  Secretary  of  State  their  desire  for  an  unofficial 
interview.  Tliis  request  was,  on  the  12th  instant,  upon 
exclusively  public  considerations,  respectfully  declined. 

On  the  llJth  instant,  while  the  Secretary  was  preoccupied, 
Mr.  A.  P.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  called  at  this  Depaitiucnt  and 
was  received  by  the  Assistant  Secretary,  to  whom  he  deliv- 
ered a  sealed  communication,  which  ho  had  been  charged 
by  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford  to  present  to  the  Secre- 
tary  in  person. 

In  that  communication  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford 
inform  the  Secretary  of  State  that  they  have  been  duly  ac- 
credited by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  as  Commissioners  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  set  forth  the  object  of  their  attendance  at 
W  ashington.  They  observe  that  seven  Suites  of  the  Amer- 
ican Union,  in  the  exercise  of  a  right  inherent  in  every  freo 
people,  have  withdrawn,  through  conventions  of  their  peo- 
ple, from  the  United  States,  reassumed  the  attribute  of  sov- 
ereign power,  and  formed  a  Government  of  their  own.  anj 
that  those  Conlederato  States  now  constitute  an  independ- 
ent nation  de  facto  and  de  jure,  and  possess  a  Government 
perfect  in  all  its  parts,  and  fully  endowed  .with  all  the 
means  ol  self-support. 

llessrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford,  in  the  aforeaiid  commnni- 
cation,  thereupon  proceed  to  inform  the  Sccr.-tarv  that, 
\vith  a  view  to  a  speedy  adjustment  of  all  question^  grow- 
ing out  of  the  political  sep;u-ation  thus  :vssunied,  upon  sucU 
terms  of  amity  and  good  will  as  the  respective  iuterosta, 
geographical  contiguity,  and  the  future  welfare  of  the  sup- 
posed two  nations  might  render  necess;iry,  thev  are  ii^ 
structed  to  make  to  the  Government  of  tho  Unitld  States 
overtures  for  tho  opening  of  negotiations,  auauriug  this 
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Government  that  the  President,  Congress,  and  people  of  the 
Confederate  States  earnestly  desire  a  peaceful  solution  of 
these  great  questions,  and  that  it  is  neither  their  interest 
nor  their  wish  to  make  any  demand  which  is  not  founded 
in  strictest  justice,  nor  to  do  any  act  to  injure  their  late 
confederates. 

After  making  these  statements,  Messrs.  Forsyth  and 
Crawford  close  their  communicatioin,  as  they  say,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  instructions  of  their  Government,  by  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  appoint  as  early  a  day 
as  possible  in  order  that  they  may  present  to  t!io  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  the  credentials  which  they 
bear,  and  the  objects  of  the  mission  with  which  they  are 
charged. 

The  Secretary  of  State  frankly  confesses  that  he  under- 
stands the  events  which  have  recently  occurred,  and  the 
condition  of  political  affairs  which  actually  exijits  in  the 
part  of  the  Union  to  which  his  attention  has  thus  been 
directed,  very  differently  from  the  aspect  in  whi  h  they 
are  presented  by  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford.  He  sees 
in  them  not  a  rightful  and  accomplished  revolution  and  an 
independent  nation,  with  an  established  Government,  but 
rather  a  perversionof  a  temporary  and  partisan  excitement 
to  the  inconsiderate  purpose  of  an  unjustifiable  and  un- 
constitutional aggression  upon  the  rights  and  the  authority 
Tested  in  the  Federal  Government,  and  hitherto  benignly 
exercised,  as  from  their  very  nature  they  always  must  be 
BO  exercised,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  the  pre- 
servation of  liberty,  and  the  security,  peace,  welfare, 
happiness,  and  aggrandizement  of  the  American  people. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  therefore,  avows  to  Messrs.  Forsyth 
and  Crawford  that  he  looks  patiently  but  con  fldently  for  the 
cure  of  evils  which  havn  resulted  from  proceedings  so  un- 
necessary, so  unwise,  so  unusual,  and  so  unnatural,  not  to 
irregular  negotiations,  having  in  vievv  new  and  untried  re- 
lations with  agencies  unknown  to  and  acting  in  derogation 
of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  but  to  regular  and  considerate 
action  of  the  people  of  those  States,  in  co-operation  with 
their  brethren  in  the  other  States,  through  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  such  extraordinary  Conventions, 
if  there  shall  be  need  thereof,  as  the  Federal  Constitution 
contemplates  and  authorizes  to  be  aspembled.  It  is,  how- 
over,  the  purpose  of  the  rrecretary  of  State  on  this  occa- 
sion not  to  invite  or  engage  in  any  discussion  of  these  sub- 
jects, but  simply  to  set  forth  his  reasons  for  declining  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawfjrd. 

On  the  4th  Of  March  Instant  the  then  newly  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  view  of  all  the  facts 
bearing  on  the  present  question,  assumed  the  Executive 
administration  of  the  Government,  tirst  delivering,  in  ac- 
cordance wth  an  early  and  honored  custom,  an  i:iaugural 
address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  Secretary 
of  State  respectfully  submits  a  copy  of  this  address  to  Messrs. 
Forsyth  and  Crawford.  A  simple  reference  to  it  will  be 
ButEcient  to  satisfy  those  gentlemen  that  the  Secretary  of 
State,  guided  by  the  principles  therein  announced,  is 
preventeil  altogether  from  admitting  or  assuming  that  the 
States  referred  to  by  them,  have,  in  law  or  in  fact,  withdrawn 
from  the  Federal  Union,  or  tliat  th'^y  could  dj  so  in  the 
manner  described  by  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford,  or  in 
any  other  manner  than  with  the  consent  and  concert  of 
the  p'-'ople  of  the  United  States,  to  be  given  through  a  Na- 
tional Convention,  to  be  assomb  ed  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Of 
course  the  Secretary  of  State  cannot  act  upon  the  assump- 
tion, or  in  any  way  admit  that  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  constitute  a  foreign  Power,  with  whom  diplomatic 
relations  ought  to  be  established. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Secretary  of  State,  whose 
official  duties  are  confined,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
President,  to  the  conducting  of  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
country,  and  do  not  at  all  embrace  domestic  questions  or 
questions  arising  between  the  several  States  and  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  is  unable  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
-  JVIessrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford,  to  appoint  a  day  on  which 
they  may  present  the  evidences  of  their  authority  and  the 
object  of  tixeir  visit  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  contrary,  ho  is  obliged  to  state  to  Messrs  Forsyth 
and  Crawford  tliat  ho  has  no  authority,  nor  is  he  at  liberty 
to  recognize  them  as  diplomatic  agents,  or  hold  correspon- 
dence or  other  communication  with  them. 

Finally,  the  Secretary  of  State  would  observe  that,  al- 
though lie  has  supposed  that  he  might  safely  and  with  pro- 
priety have  adopted  these  conclusions  without  making  any 
reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Executive,  yet  so  strong 
has  been  his  desire  to  practice  entire  directness  and  to  act 
in  a  spirit  of  perfect  respect  and  candor  towards  Messrs. 
Forsyth  and  Crawford,  and  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  Union  in  whose  name  they  present  themselves  before 
him,  that  he  has  cheerfully  submitted  this  paper  to  tho 
President,  who  coincides  generally  in  the  views  it 
expresses,  and  sanctions  the  Secretary's  decision  de- 
clining official  intercourse  with  Messrs.  Forsyth  and 
Crawford. 


April  8, 1861. 
The  foregoing  memorandum  was  filed  in  this  Depai-tment 
on  the  loth  of  March  last.  A  delivery  of  the  same,  how- 
ever, to  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford  was  delayed,  as  was 
understood,  with  their  consent.  They  have  now,  through 
their  secretary,  communicated  their  desire  for  a  definitive 
disposition  of  the  suljject.  Tho  Secretary  of  State  there- 
fore directs  that  a  duly  verified  copy  of  tho  i)aper  be  now 
delivered. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original,  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  F. 
W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  of   the  United 
States,  on  April  8th,  1861,  at  2.15  P.  M.,  in  blank  envelope. 
Attest:  J.  T.  PICKETT, 

Secretary  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  in  reply  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  9, 1861. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 

States,  Washington. 

The  "  memorandum,"  dated  Department  of  State,  "Wash- 
ington, March  15, 1861,  with  postscript  under  date  of  8th 
instant,  has  been  received  through  the  hands  of  Mr.  J.  T. 
Pickett,  secretary  to  this  commission,  who,  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  undersigned,  called  for  it  on  yesterday  at  the 
Department. 

In  that  memorandum  you  correctly  state  the  purport  of 
the  official  note  addressed  to  you  by  the  undersigned  on  the 
12th  ultimo.  Without  repeating  the  contents  of  that  note 
in  full,  it  is  enough  to  say  here  that  its  object  was  to  invite 
tho  Government  of  the  United  States  to  a  friendly  con- 
sideration of  tho  relations  between  tho  United  States  and 
tho  seven  States  lately  of  the  Federal  Union,  but  now 
separated  from  it  by  the  sovereign  will  of  their  people, 
gi'owing  out  of  the  pregnant  and  undeniable  fact  that  those 
people  have  rejected  tho  authority  of  the  United  States 
and  established  a  Government  of  their  own.  Those  rela- 
tions had  to  be  friendly  or  hostile.  The  people  of  the  old 
and  new  Governments,  occupying  contiguous  territories, 
had  to  stand  to  each  other  in  the  relation  of  good  neigh- 
bors, each  seeking  their  happiness  and  pursuing  their 
national  destinies  in  their  own  way,  without  interference 
with  tho  other,  or  they  had  to  be  rival  and  hostile  nations. 
Tho  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  had  no  hesita^ 
tion  in  electing  its  choice  in  this  alternative.  Frankly  and 
Tinreservedly,  seeking  the  good  of  the  people  who  had  en- 
trusted them  -with  power,  in  the  spirit  of  humanity,  of  the 
Christian  civilization  of  the  age,  and  of  that  Americanism 
which  regards  the  true  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people, 
the  Governmerrt  of  tho  Confederate  States,  among  its  first 
acts,  commissioned  the  undersigned  to  approach  the  Gov- 
ernment of  tho  United  States  with  the  olive  branch  of 
peace,  and  to  offer  to  adjust  the  great  questions  pench'ng 
between  them  in  the  only  way  to  bo  justified  by  the  con- 
sciences anil  common  sense  of  good  men  who  had  nothing 
but  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  two  Confedera'cies  at 
heart. 

Your  Government  has  not  chosen  to  meet  the  under- 
signed in  the  concihatory  and  peaceful  spirit  in  which  they 
are  commissioned.  Persistently  wedded  to  those  fatal 
theories  of  construction  of  the  Federal  Constitution  always 
rejected  by  the  statesmen  of  the  South,  and  adhered  to  by 
those  of  the  Administration  school,  until  they  have  pro- 
duced their  natural  and  often  predicted  result  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  Union,  under  which  we  might  have  con- 
tinued to  live  happily  and  gloriously  together  had  the 
spirit  of  the  ancestry  who  framed  the  common  Constitution 
animated  the  hearts  of  all  their  sons,  you  now,  with  a  per- 
sistence untaught  and  uncured  by  the  ruin  which  has  been 
wrought,  refuse  to  recognize  the  great  fact  presented  to  you 
of  a  completed  and  successful  revolution ;  you  close  yoiur 
eyes  to  the  existence  of  the  Government  founded  upon  it, 
and  ignore  the  high  duties  of  moderation  and  humanity 
which  attach  to  you  in  dealing  with  this  great  fact.  Had 
you  met  these  issues  with  the  frankness  and  manliness  with 
wliich  the  undersigned  were  instructed  to  present  them  to 
yoti  and  treat  them,  the  undersigned  had  not  now  the  mel- 
ancholy duty  to  return  home  and  tell  their  Government 
and  their  countrymen  that  their  earnest  and  ceaseless 
efforts  in  behalf  of  peace  had  been  futile,  and  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  meant  to  sulijugate  them 
by  force  of  arms.  Whatever  may  bo  the  result,  impartial 
history  will  record  the  innocence  of  tho  Government  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  place  the  responsibility  of  the 
blood  and  mourning  tliat  may  ensue  upon  those  who  have 
denied  the  great  fundamental  doctrine  of  American  liberty, 
that  "Governments  derive  their  just  powers  from  the  con- 
sent of  the  governed,"  and  who  have  set  naval  and  land 
armaments  in  motion  to  subject  the  people  of  one  portion 
of  this  land  to  the  will  of  another  portion,  '^at  that  can 
never  be  done  while  a  freeman  survives  in  th^onfederate 
States  to  wield  a  weapon,  the  undersigned  appeal  to  past 
history  to  prove.  These  mil.tary  demonstrations  against 
the  people  of  the  seceded  States  are  certainly  far  from 
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being  m  keeping  and  consistency  \rith  the  theory  of  the 
fcecretary  of  State,  maintained  in  Ids  memorandum,  that 
these  btates  are  still  component  parts  of  the  late  American 
Union,  as  the  undcreignod  arc  not  aware  of  any  constitu- 
tional ])owcr  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  levy 
war,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  upon  a  foreign  peo- 
ple, much  less  upon  any  portion  of  the  people  of  tho  United 
States. 

The  undersigned,  like  tho  Secretary  of  State,  have  no 
pui-pose  to  "  invite  or  engage  in  discussion  "  of  tho  subject 
on  which  their  two  Governments  aro  so  irreconcilably  at 
variance.  It  is  this  variance  that  has  broken  up  the  old 
Union,  the  disintegration  of  which  has  only  begun.  It  is 
proper,  however,  to  advise  you  that  it  were  well  to  dismiss 
the  hopes  you  seem  to  entertain  that,  by  any  of  the  modes 
indicated,  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  will  over  be 
brought  to  submit  to  tho  authority  of  tno  Government  of 
tho  United  States.  You  are  dealing  with  delusions,  too 
when  you  seek  to  separate  our  people  from  our  Govern- 
ment and  to  characterize  tho  deliberate,  sovereign  act  of 
that  people  as  a  "perversion  of  a  temporary  and  partisan 
excitement."  If  you  cherish  these  di-eams  you  will  be 
awakened  from  them  and  find  them  as  unreal  and  unsul> 
stantial  as  others  in  wliich  you  have  recently  indulged. 
The  undersigned  would  omit  the  performance  of  an  obvfous 
duty  were  they  to  fail  to  make  known  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  that  the  people  of  tho  Confederate 
States  have  declared  their  independence  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  responsibilities  of  that  act,  and  with  as  firm 
a  determination  to  maintain  it  by  all  the  means  with  wlilch 
nature  has  endowed  them  as  that  wliich  sustained  their 
fathers  when  they  threw  oflt"  the  authority  of  the  British 
crown. 

The  undersigned  clearly  understand  that  you  have  de- 
clined to  appoint  a  day  to  enable  them  to  lay  the  objects 
of  tho  mission  with  which  they  are  charged  before  the 
President  of  tho  United  States,  because  so  to  do  would  be 
to  recognize  the  independence  and  separate  nationality 
of  the  Confederate  States.  This  is  the  vein  of  thought 
that  pervades  the  memorandum  before  us.  The  truth  of 
history  requires  that  it  should  distinctly  appear  upon  the 
record  that  the  undersigned  did  not  ask  the  Government 
of  tho  United  States  to  recognize  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States.  They  only  asked  audience  to  adjust, 
in  a  spirit  of  amity  and  peace,  tho  new  relations  springing 
from  a  manifest  and  accomplished  revolution  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  late  Federal  Union.  Your  refusal  to  enter- 
tain these  overtures  for  a  peaceful  solution,  the  active  naval 
anJ  military  preparation  of  this  Government,  and  a  formal 
notice  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  Confederate 
forces  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  that  the  President  in- 
tends to  provision  Fort  Sumter  by  forcible  means,  if  neces- 
sary, are  viewed  by  the  undersigned,  and  can  only  be 
received  by  the  world,  as  a  declaration  of  war  against  the 
Confederate  States ;  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
knows  that  Fort  Sumter  cannot  be  provisioned  without  the 
effusion  of  blood.  Tho  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  theii- 
Gc  jment  and  people,  accept  the  gage  of  battle  thus 
thioMn  down  to  them,  and,  appealing  to  God  and  the  judg- 
ment of  mankind  for  the  righteousness  of  their  cause,  the 
people  of  tho  Confederate  States  will  defend  their  liberties 
to  the  last  against  this  flagrant  and  open  attempt  at  their 
subjugation  to  sectional  power. 

This  communication  cannot  be  properly  closed  without 
adverting  to  the  date  of  your  memorandum.  Tho  official 
note  of  the  undersigned,  of  the  12th  March,  was  delivered 
to.  tho  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  on  the  13th  of  that 
month,  tho  gentleman  whod  livered  it  informiug  him  that 
the  Secretary  of  this  commission  would  call  at  twelve 
O'clock,  noon,  on  the  next  day  f  .r  an  answer.  At  tho  ap- 
pointed hour  Mr.  Pickett  did  call,  and  was  informed  by 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  that  the  engagements  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  pievented  him  from  giving  the 
note  his  attention.  The  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  then 
asked  for  tho  address  of  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Forsyth,  the 
members  of  the  Commission  then  present  in  tliis  city, 
took  note  of  the  address  on  a  card,  and  engaged  to  send 
whatever  reply  miglit  be  made  to  their  lodgings.  Why 
this  was  not  done  it  is  proper  should  be  here  explained. 
The  memorandum  is  dated  March  15.  and  was  not  delivered 
until  April  8.  Why  was  it  withheld  during  the  interve- 
ning twenty-three  days  ?  In  the  postcript  to  your  memo- 
randum you  say  it  "  was  delayed,  as  was  understood,  with 
th  ir  (Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford's)  consent."  This 
is  true  ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  on  the  1.5th  of  March 
Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford  were  assured,  by  a  person 
occupying  a  hish  official  position  in  the  Government,  and 
who,  as  they  believed,  was  speaking  by  autliority,  that 
Fort  Sumter  would  be  evacuated  within  a  very  few  days, 


On  the  1st  of  April  we  were  again  informed  that  there 
might  be  an  attempt  to  supply  Fort  Sumter  with  pro- 
visions, but  that  Governor  Pickens  should  have  previous 
notice  of  this  attempt  There  was  no  suggestion  of  a  re- 
inforcement. Tho  undersigned  did  not  hesitate  lo  believe 
that  these  assuranCL-a  txpressed  the  intention  of  the  Ad- 
ministration at  the  time,  or  at  all  events  of  prominent 
members  of  the  Administration.  This  delay  was  assented 
to  for  the  express  purpose  of  attaining  the  great  end  of 
the  mission  of  the  undersigned,  to  wit,  a  specific  solution 
to  existing  complications.  The  inference  deducible  from 
the  date  of  your  memorandum  thst  tho  undersigned  hadi 
of  their  own  volition  and  wiihout  cause,  consented  to  this 
long  hiatus  in  the  grave  duties  with  which  they  were 
charged  is  therelore  not  consistent  with  a  just  e.xposition 
of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

The  intervening  twenty-three  days  were  employed  in 
active  unofficial  efiforts,the  object  of  which  was  to  smooth  the 
path  to  a  pacific  solution,  the  distinguished  personage  al- 
luded to  co-operating  with  tho  undersigned,  and  every  step 
of  that  effort  is  recorded  in  writing,  and  now  in  possession 
of  the  undersigned  and  of  their  Government.  It  was  only 
when  all  these  anxious  efforts  f  r  peace  had  been  ex- 
hausted, and  it  became  clear  that  Mr.  Lincoln  had  determ- 
ined to  appeal  to  the  sword  to  reduce  the  people  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  the  will  of  the  section  or  party  whose 
President  he  is,  that  the  undersigned  resumed  the  official 
negotiation  tempoiarily  suspended,  and  sent  their  secre- 
tary for  a  reply  to  their  official  note  of  March  12. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that,  during  these  twenty-three  daya, 
two  gentlemen  of  official  distinction  as  high  as  that  of  tho 
personage  hitherto  alluded  to,  aided  the  undersigned  as  in- 
termediaries in  these  unofficial  negotiations  for  peace. 

The  undersigned,  Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  Statea 
of  America,  having  thus  made  answer  to  all  they  deem 
material  in  the  memorandum  filed  in  the  Department  on 
the  15th  of  March  last,  have  the  honor  to  be 

JOHN  FOKSYTH, 
MARTIN  J.  CRAWFORD, 
A.  B.  ROMAN. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  by  one  delivered  to  BIr.  F.  W. 
Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  April  9,  1861. 

Attest:  J.  T.  PICKETT,  Secretary,  dc 

Mr.  Seward  in  reply  to  the  Commissicmers. 

Department  op  State, 

WAifHiNGTON,  April  10, 1S61. 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Crawford,  and  Roman,  having  been  ap- 
prized  by  a  memorandum  which  has  been  delivered  to  them 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  is  not  at  liberty  to  hold  official 
intercourse  with  them,  will,  it  is  presumed,  expect  no  no- 
tice fiom  him  of  the  new  communication  which  they  have 
addresssed  to  him  under  date  of  the  9th  instant,  beyond  tho 
simple  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  thereof,  which  he 
hereby  very  cheerfully  gives. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  received  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Confederate  States  this  10th  day  of  April,  1861. 
Attest :  J.  T.  PICKETT,  Secretary,  <f-c. 


and  that  ncyiieasure  changing  the  existing  status  preju- 
dicially totWe  Confederate  States,  as  respects  Fort  Pickens, 
was  then  contemplated,  and  these  assurances  were  subse- 
quently repeated,  with  the  addition  that  any  contemplated 
change  as  respects  Fort  Pickens  would  be  notified  to  us. 


JUDGE  Campbell's  statement  respecting   his 

PART  IN  THE  NEGOTIATION. 

Washington  City,  April  13, 1861. 

Sir:  On  the  15th  of  March  ultimo  I  left  with  Judtje  Craw- 
ford, one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States,  a 
note  in  writing  to  tho  effect  following : 

"  I  feel  entire  confidence  that  Fort  Sumter  will  be  evacu- 
ated.in  the  next  fivo  daj-s.  And  this  measure  is  felt  as  im- 
posing great  responsibility  on  the  Administration. 

"  I  leel  entire  confidence  that  no  measure  changing  the 
existing  status,  prejudicially  to  tho  Southern  Confederate 
States,  is  at  present  contemplated. 

"  I  feel  an  entire  confidence  that  an  immediate  demand 
for  an  answer  to  the  communication  of  the  Commissioners 
will  bo  productive  of  evil  and  not  of  good.  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  ought  at  this  time  to  bo  pressed." 

The  substance  of  this-statement  I  communicated  to  you 
tho  same  evening  by  letter.  Five  days  elapsed  and  I  called 
with  a  telegram  from  General  Beauregard  to  the  eftcct  that 
Sumter  was  not  evacuated,  but  that  Major  Anderson  was  at 
work  maliing  repairs. 

The  next  day,  after  conversing  ^vith  you,  I  communicated 
to  Judge  Crawford,  in  writing,  that  the  failure  to  evacuate 
Sumter  was  not  the  result  of  bad  faith,  but  was  attributable 
to  causes  consistent  with  the  intention  to  fulfill  the  engage- 
ment, and  that,  as  regarded  Pickens,  I  should  have  nolfce 
of  any  design  to  alter  the  existing  status  there.  Mr.  Justice 
Nelson  was  present  at  these  conversations,  three  in  num- 
ber, and  I  submitted  to  him  each  of  my  written  communi- 
cations to  Judge  Crawford,  and  informed  Judge  C.  that  they 
had  his  (Judge  Nelson's)  sanction.    I  gave  you,  on  the  22il 
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of  JIarch,  a  substantial  copy  of  the  statement  I  had  made 
»D  the  15th. 

The  30th  of  March  amved,  and  at  that  time  a  tele^am 
eame  from  Governor  Pickens  inquu-ing  concerning  Colonel 
Lamon,  whose  visit  to  Charleston  ho  supposed  had  a  con- 
nection with  the  proposed  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter.  I 
left  that  with  yon,  and  was  to  have  an  answer  the  follow- 
ing Monday,  (1st  of  April.)  On  the  1st  of  April  I  received 
from  ynu  the  statement  in  writing:  "I  am  satisfied  the 
Government  will  not  undertake  to  supply  Fort  Sumter  -nith- 
ont  giving  notice  to  Governor  P."  The  words  "  I  am  satis- 
fied" were  for  me  to  use  as  expressive  of  confidence  in  the 
remainder  of  the  declaration.  . 

The  proposition  as  originally  prepared  was,  The  Presi- 
dent may  desire  to  supply  Sumter,  but  will  not  do  so,'  &c., 
and  your  verbal  explanation  was  that  you  did  not  believe 
any  such  attempt  would  be  made,  and  that  there  was  no 
design  to  reinforce  Sumter. 

There  was  a  departure  here  from  the  pledges  of  the  pre- 
vious month,  but,  with  the  verbal  explanation,  I  did  not 
consider  it  a  matter  then  to  complain  of.  I  simply  stated 
to  you  that  I  had  that  assurance  previously. 

On  the  7th  of  April  I  addressed  you  a  letter  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  alarm  that  the  preparations  by  the  Government 
had  created,  and  asked  you  if  the  assurances  I  had  given 
were  well  or  ill-founded.  In  respect  to  Sumter  your  reply 
was,  "  Faith  as  to  Sumter,  fully  kept— wait  and  see."  In 
the  morning's  paper  I  read,  "  An  authorized  messenger  from 
President  Lincoln  informed  Governor  Pickens  and  General 
Beauregard  that  provisions  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Sumter— 
peaceably,  or  otherwise  by  force."  Tliis  was  the  8th  of 
April  at  Charleston,  the  day  following  your  last  assurance, 
and  is  the  evidence  of  the  full  faith  I  was  invited  to  w;ut 
for  and  see.  In  the  same  paper,  I  read  that  intercepted 
dispatches  disclosed  the  fact  that  Mr.  Fox,  who  had  been 
allowed  to  visit  Major  Anderson,  on  the  pledge  that  his  pur- 
pose was  pacific,  employed  Ms  opportunity  to  devise  a  plan 
for  supplying  the  fort  by  force,  and  that  this  plan  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Washington  Government,  and  was  in  pro- 
cess of  execution.  My  recollection  of  the  date  of  Mr.  Fox's 
Tisit  cai-ries  it  to  a  day  in  March.  I  learn  he  is  a  near  con- 
nexion of  a  member  of  the  Cabinet.  My  connection  with 
the  Commissioners  and  yourself  was  superinduced  by  a  con- 
versation with.  Justice  Nelson.  He  informed  me  of  your 
strong  di'sposition  in  favor  of  peace,  and  that  you  were  op- 
pressed with  a  demand  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  for  a  reply  to  then-  first  letter,  and  that  you 
desired  to  avoid  it  if  possible  at  that  time." 

I  told  him  I  might  perhaps  be  of  some  service  in  arrang- 
ing the  difficulty.  I  came  to  your  office  entu-ely  at  his  re- 
quest and  without  knowledge  of  either  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. Your  depression  was  obvious  to  both  Judge  Nelson 
and  myself.  I  was  gratified  at  the  character  of  the  coun- 
sels you  were  desirous  of  pursuing,  and  much  impressed 
with  your  observation  that  a  civil  war  might  be  prevented 
by  the  success  of  my  mediation.  You  read  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Weed  to  show  how  irksome  and  responsible  the  withdrawal 
of  troops  from  Sumter  was.  A  portion  of  my  communica- 
tion to  Judge  Crawford  on  the  15th  March  was  founded 
upon  these  remarks,  and  the  pledge  to  evacuate  Simiter  is 
le.ss  forcible  than  the  words  you  employed.  These  words 
were:  Before  this  letter  reaches  you  (a  proposed  letter 
by  me  to  President  Davis)  Sumter  will  have  been  evacu- 
ated. ,    ,  ... 

Tlie  Commissioners  who  received  those  commumcations 
conclude  they  have  been  abused  and  overreached.  The 
Montgomery  Government  hold  the  same  opinion.  The 
Commissioners  have  supposed  that  my  communications 
were  with  you,  and  upon  the  hjijothesis  were  prepared  to 
arraign  you  before  the  country  in  connection  ^\^th  the  Pres- 
ident. X  placed  a  peremptory  prohibition  upon  this  as 
bein''  contrary  to  the  term  of  my  commumcations  with 
thein.  I  pledged  myself  to  them  to  communicate  informa- 
tion upon  what  I  considered  as  the  best  authority,  and 
they  were  to  confide  In  the  ability  of  myself,  aided  by 
Judge  Nelson,  to  determine  upon  the  credibility  of  my  in- 
formant. ,  ,     X  T  t 

I  think  no  candid  man  who  will  read  over  what  I  have 
written,  and  considers  for  u  moment  what  is  going  on  at 
Sumter,  but  will  agree  that  the  equivocating  conduct  of 
the  Administration,  as  measured  and  interpreted  in  con- 
nection with  these  promises,  is  the  pro.ximate  cause  of  the 
great  calamity. 

I  have  a  profound  conviction  that  the  telegrams  of  the 
8th  of  April  of  General  Beauregard,  and  of  the  10th  of 
April  of  General  Walker,  the  Secretary  of  War,  can  be 
referred  to  nothing  else  than  their  belief  that  there  has 
been  systematic  duplicity  practiced  on  them  through  me. 
It  is  under  an  oppressive  sense  of  the  weight  of  this  re- 
sponsibility that  I  submit  to  you  these  things  for  your  ex- 

^''"•"very 'respectfully,  JOHN  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Assomate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  U.  S. 
lion.  Wnr.iAM  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 


Dispatches. 

Charleston,  April  8, 1861. 
To  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War. 

An    authorized  message  from  I'resident  Lincoln*  just 
informed  Governor  Pickens  and  myself  that  provisions  will 
be  sent  to  Fort  Sumter  peaceably,  or  otherwise  by  f  >rce. 
G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

MoNTGOMEr.T,  April  10, 1861. 
Gen.  G.  T  BEAtmEGAKi). 

If  you  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  authorized  character  of 
the  agent  who  communicated  to  you  the  intention  of  the 
Washington  Government  to  supply  Fort  t^umter  by  force, 
you  will  at  once  demand  its  evacuation,  and  if  this  is  re- 
fused proceed  in  such  manner  as  you  may  determine  to 
reduce  it.  L.  P.  WALKER. 

Judge  Campbell  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  | 

Washington,  April  20, 1861.    1 

Sir  :  I  inclose  yon  a  letter,  corresponding  very  nearly) 
with  one  I  addressed  to  you  ono  week  ago,  (13ch  April.) 
to  which  I  have  not  had  any  reply.  The  letter  is  simply 
oneofijquiry  in  reference  to  facts  concerning  which,  I 
think,  I  am  entitleil  to  an  explanation.  I  have  not  adopted 
any  opinion  in  reference  to  them  which  may  not  be  modi- 
fied by  explanation;  nor  have  I  allirnied  in  that  letter, 
nor  do  I  in  this,  any  conclusion  of  my  own  unfavorable  to 
your  integrity  in  the  whole  transaction.  All  that  I  have 
faid  and  mean  to  say  is,  that  an  explanatw  i  is  due  from 
you  to  myself.  I  will  not  say  what  I  shall  do  in  case  th:s 
request  is  not  complied  with,  but  I  am  justined  in  Saying 
that  I  shall  leel  at  liberty  to  place  these  letters  beiore  any 
person  who  is  entitled  to  ask  an  explanation  of  myself. 
Very  respectlully,  JOHN  A.  CAMPBliLL, 

Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  U.  S. 
Hon.  Wm.  H  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

April  24,  1861. — No  reply  has  been  made  to  this  letter. 

Judge  Campbell  to  General  Davis. 

MoNiGoJrEEY,  (Ala.,)  May  7, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  submit  to  you  two  letters  that  were  addressed  by 
me  to  the  Hon.  W.  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  that  contain  an  explanation  of  the  nature 
and  result  of  an  intervention  by  me  in  the  intercourse  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States  with  that 
officer.  I  considered  that  I  could  perform  no  duty  in  which 
the  entire  American  people,  whether  of  the  I'ederal  Union 
or  of  the  Confederate  States,  were  more  interested-  than 
that  of  promoting  the  counsels  and  the  policy  that  had  for 
their  object  the  preservation  of  peace.  This  motive  dic- 
tated my  intervention.  Besides  the  interview  referred  to 
in  these  letters,  I  informed  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States,  (not  being  able  to  see  the  Secretary.) 
on  the  11th  of  April  ultimo,  of  the  existence  of  a  telegram 
of  that  date  from  Gen.  Beauregard  to  the  Commissioners, 
in  which  ho  informed  the  Commissioners  that  he  had 
demanded  the  evacuation  of  Sumter,  and  if  refused  he 
would  proceed  to  reduce  it.  On  the  same  day  I  had  been 
told  that  President  Lincoln  had  said  that  none  of  the  ves- 
sels sent  to  Charleston  were  war  vessels,  and  that  force  was 
not  to  he  used  in  the  attempt  to  supply  the  fort.  I  had  no 
means  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  this  information,  but 
offered  that,  if  the  information  was  accurate,  I  would  send 
a  telegram  to  the  authorities  at  Charleston,  and  it  might 
prevent  the  disastrous  consequences  of  a  collision  at  that 
fort  between  the  opposing  forces.  It  was  the  last  effort 
that  I  would  make  to  avert  the  calamities  of  war.  The 
Assistant  Secretary  promised  to  give  the  matter  attention, 
but  I  had  no  other  intercourse  with  him  or  any  other 
person  on  the  subject,  nor  have  I  had  any  reply  to  the 

letters  submitted  to  you.  ^.,,t^„-ott 

Very  respectfully,  JOHN  A.  CAMPBELL. 

Gen.  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 
In  an  article  of  Mr.  Thurlow  Weed,  in  the 
Albany  Evening  Journal  of  May  30,   1861,  we 
find  the  following  statements  respecting  Judge 
Camijbell's  publication : 

"  If  the  Secretary  of  State  were  at  liberty  to  reply  to  ex- 
Judge  Campbell,  revealing  all  that  passed  between  them  on 
several  occasions,  not  only  no  imputation  of  insincerity 
would  rest  upon  the  Secretary,  but  the  facts  would  seriously 
affect  Juil^e  Campbell's  well  established  reputation  for  can- 
dor and  frankness.  The  revelations  would  turni-h  no  evi- 
dence of  either  the  falsehood  or  the  duplicity  of  Governi  r 
Seward,  for  there  was  nothing  of  either  in  his  conversations . 

"We 'violate  no  confidence  in  saying  that  Judge  Camp- 
bell balanced  long  between  loyalty  and  secession,  the  pre- 
ponderance,  up  to  a  late  day,  being  in  favor  of  the  Union. 


*  See  President  Lincoln's  First  Message  to  Congress,  July 
4, 1861. 
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If  ho  at  any  time  looked  with  favor  or  satisfaction  upon 
Becession,  he  was  much  and  generally  misumlerstood.  If 
he  did  not  seriously  contemplate  remaining  in  the  Union 
and  upon  the  Bench,  he  was  misunderstood. 

"  If  during  that  period  of  mental  trial,  he  was  acting  in 
harmoi;y  with  the  leading  enemies  of  the  Union,  he  was 
grossly  misunderstood. 

"That  Gov.  Seward  conversed  freely  with  Judge  Camp- 
bell, we  do  not  deny,  nor  do  we  doubt,  that  in  these  con- 
versations, at  one  period,  he  intimated  tjat  Fort  Sumter 
would  be  evacuated. 

"He  certainly  believed  so,  founding  his  opinion  upon  a 
knowledge  of  Gen.  Scott's  recommendation. 

"  Subsequently,  the  President  deemed  it  his  duty  to  au- 
thorize an  effort  to  reinforce  and  provit-ion  that  fortress.  AVe 
do  not  know  whether  Gov.  Seward  met  Judge  Campbell 
after  that  change  of  purpose;  but  he  was  not  at  liberty,  if 
they  did  meet,  to  reveal  what  was  so  well  kept. 

"  But,  whatever  Gov.  Seward  said  or  intimated  to  Judge 
Campbell  was  true  at  the  time  it  was  said. 

"  That  Judge  Campbell  reported  to  the  Confederate 
President  half  that  he  said  or  intimated,  is  more  than 
doubtful." 

PRESIDENT  Lincoln's  answer  to  the  delegates 

FROM  VIRGINIA. 

April  13,  1861.  The  President  had  an  inter- 
view with  Wm.  Ballard  Preston,  Alexander  H. 
H.  Stuart,  and  George  W.  Randolph,  who  were 
appointed  by  the  Convention  of  Virginia  then 
in  session,  under  a  resolution  recited  in  the 
President's  reply,  which  was  as  follows  : 
Bon.  Messrs.  Preston,  Stuart,  and  Randolph : 

Gentlemen  :  As  a  committee  of  the  Virginia  Convention, 
now  in  session,  you  present  me  a  preamble  and  resolution 
in  these  words : 

"  Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  uncer- 
tainty which  prevails  in  the  public  mind  as  to  the  policy 
which  the  Federal  Executive  intends  to  pursue  toward  the 
eeceded  States  is  extremely  injurious  to  the  industrial  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  country,  tends  to  keep  up  an 
excitement  which  is  unfavorable  to  the  adjustment  of  pend- 
.  ing  dilBculties,  and  threatens  a  disturbance  of  the  public 
peace:  Therefore, 

''■Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  delegates  be  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  pre- 
sent to  him  this  preamble  and  resolution,  and  respectfully 
ask  him  to  communicate  to  this  Convention  the  policy 
which  tlie  Federal  Executive  intends  to  pursue  in  regard  to 
the  Confederate  States." 

In  answer  I  have  to  say,  that,  having  at  the  beginning  of 
my  official  term  expressed  my  intended  policy  as  plainly  as 
I  was  able,  it  is  with  deep  regret  and  some  mortification  I 
now  learn  that  there  is  great  and  injurious  uncertainty  in 
the  public  mind  as  to  what  that  policy  is,  and  what  course 
I  Intend  to  pursue. 

Not  having  as  yet  seen  occasion  to  change,  it  is  now  my 
puri)ose  to  pm-sue  the  course  marked  out  in  the  inaugural 
address.  I  commend  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole 
document  as  the  best  expression  I  can  give  of  my  purposes. 
As  I  then  and  therein  said,  I  now  repeat : 

"  The  power  confided  to  me  will  be  used  to  hold,  occupy, 
and  possess  the  property  and  places  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  collect  the  duties  and  Imposts ;  but  beyond 
what  is  necessary  for  these  objects  there  will  be  no  inva- 
sion, no  using  of  force  against  or  among  the  people  any- 
where." 

By  the  words  "  property  and  places  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment" I  chiefly  allude  to  the  military  posts  and  property 
which  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Government  when  it 
came  to  my  hands. 

But  if,  as  now  appears  to  be  true,  in  pursuit  of  a  purpose 
to  drive  the  United  States  authority  from  these  places,  an 
unprovoked  assault  has  been  made  upon  Fort  Sumter,  I 
bL:i11  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  repossess,  if  I  can,  like  places 
which  had  been  seized  before  the  Government  was  devolved 
upon  me.  And,  in  any  event,  I  shall,  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  repol  force  by  force. 

In  case  it  proves  true  that  Fort  Sumter  has  been  as- 
saulted, as  is  reported,  I  shall  perhaps  cause  the  United 
States  mails  to  be  withdrawn  from  all  the  States  which 
claim  to  have  seceded,  believing  that  the  commencement  of 
actual  war  against  the  Government  justifies  and  possibly 
demands  it. 

I  scarcely  need  to  say  that  I  consider  the  military  posts 
and  property  situated  within  the  States  which  claim  to  have 
seceded  as  yet  belonging  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  much  as  they  did  before  the  supposed  secession. 

■Whatever  else  I  may  do  for  the  purpose,  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  collect  the  duties  and  imposts  by  any  armed  inva- 
sion of  any  part  of  the  country — not  meaning  by  this,  how- 


ever, that  I  may  not  land  a  force  deemed  necessary  to 
relieve  a  fort  upon  the  border  of  the  country. 

From  the  fact  that  I  have  quoted  a  jiart  of  the  inaugural 
address,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  I  repudiate  any  other 
part,  the  whole  of  wliich  I  reaffirm,  except  so  far  as  what  I 
now  saj'  of  the  malls  may  be  regarded  as  a  modification. 

WHY  AND  HOW  WAR  WAS  MADE  UPON    THE    UNITED 

STATES. 

In  January,  the  rebel  leaders  then  in  Wash- 
ington prevented  an  attack  upon  the  forts  in 
Charleston  harbor  and  at  Pensacola. 

War  not  breaking  out,  the  conspiracy  weak- 
ened, and,  as  expres.sed  by  the  Mobile  Mercury 
in  discussing  the  position  of  affairs  in  those 
harbors: 

"  The  country  is  sinking  into  a  fatal  apathy,  and  the  spirit 
and  even  the  patriotism  of  the  people  is  oozing  out  under 
this  do-nothing  policy.  If  something  is  not  done  pretty 
soon,  decisive,  either  evacuation  or  expulsion,  the  whole 
country  will  become  so  disgusted  with  the  sham  of  southern 
independence  that  the  first  chance  the  people  get  at  a  popu- 
lar election  they  will  turn  the  whole  movement  topsy-turvy 
so  bad  that  it  never  on  earth  can  be  righted  again." 

On  Wednesday,  April  10, 1861,  Roger  A.  Pryor. 
of  Virginia,  was  serenaded  in  Charleston,  und 
spoke  as  follows,  as  reported  in  the  Mercury : 

"Gentlemen,  I  thank  you,  especially  that  you  have  at 
last  annihilated  this  accursed  Union,  [applause.]  reeldng 
with  corruption,  and  insolent  with  excess  of  tyranny. 
Thank  God,  It  is  at  last  blasted  and  riven  by  the  lightning 
wrath  of  an  outraged  and  indignant  people.  [Loud  ap- 
plause.] Not  only  is  it  gone,  but  gone  forever.  [Cries  of 
'  You're  right,'  and  applause.]  In  the  expressive  language 
of  Scripture,  it  is  water  spilt  upon  the  ground,  which  cannot 
bo  gathered  up.  [Applause.]  Like  Lucifer,  son  of  the 
morning,  it  has  fallen,  never  to  rise  again.  [Continued  ap- 
plause.] F(jr  my  part,  gentlemen,  if  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Hannibal  Hamlin  tcHnorrow  were  to  abdicate  their  offices 
and  were  to  give  me  a  blank  sheet  of  paper  to  write  the  condi- 
tion of  reannexation  to  Vie.  defunct  Union,  Iwi/uld  scornfully 
spurn  the  overture.  *****  j  invoke 
you,  and  I  make  it  in  some  sort  a  personal  appeal — personal 
so  far  as  it  tends  to  our  assistance  in  Virginia — I  do  invoke 
you,  in  your  demonstrations  of  popular  opinion,  in  your 
exhibitions  of  official  intent,  to  give  no  countenance  to'thia 
idea  of  reconstruction.  [Many  voices,  emphatically,  'Never,' 
and  applause.]  In  Virginia  they  all  say,  if  reduced  to  the 
dread  dilemma  of  this  memorable  alternative,  they  will  es- 
pouse the  cause  of  the  South  as  against  the  interest  of  the 
Northern  Confederacy,  but  they  whisper  of  reconstruction, 
and  they  say  Virginia  must  abide  in  the  Union,  with  the 
idea  of  reconstructing  the  Union  which  you  have  annihila- 
ted. I  pray  yoa,  gentlemen,  rob  them  of  that  idea.  Proclaim 
to  the  world  that  upon  no  condition,  and  under  no  circum- 
stance, will  South  Carolina  ever  again  enter  into  political 
association  with  the  Abolitionists  of  New  England.  [Cries 
of 'Never,'  and  applause.] 

"  Do  not  distrust  Virginia.  As  sure  as  to-morrow's  sun 
will  rise  upon  us,  just  so  sure  will  Virginia  be  a  member  of 
this  Southern  Confederation.  [Applause.]  And,  I  will  tell 
you,  gentlemen,  what  will  put  her  in  the  Southci-n  Confederal 
tion  in  less  than  an  hour  by  Slirewsbury  clock — STRIKE  A 
BLOW!  [Tremendous  applause.]  The  very  moment  that 
blood  is  shed,  old  Virginia  will  make  common  cause  with  her 
sisters  of  the  South.  [Applause.]  It  is  impossible  she  should 
do  otherwise." 

Hon.  Jeremiah  Clemens,  formerly  United 
States  Senator  from  Alabama,  and  a  member  of 
the  Alabama  Seceding  Convention  who  resisted 
the  movement  until  adopted  by  the  body,  at 
an  adjourned  Reconstruction  meeting  held  at 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  March  13,  1864,  made  this 
significant  statement : 

Mr.  Clemens,  in  adjourning  the  meeting,  said  he  would 
tell  the  Alabamiaus  how  their  State  was  got  out  of  the 
Union.  "  In  1861,"  said  Mr.  C,  "  shortly  after  the  Confed- 
erate Government  was  put  in  operation,  I  was  in  the  city 
of  Montgomery.  One  day  I  stepped  into  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  General  Walker,  and  found  there,  en- 
gaged in  a  very  excited  discussion,  Mr.  Jefferson  Da^^s,  Mr. 
Memmlnger,  Mr.  Benj.amin,  Mr.  Gilchrist,  a  member  of  our 
Legislature  from  Louudes  county,  and  a  number  of  other 
prominent  gentlemen.  They  were  discussing  the  propriety 
of  immediately  opening  fire  on  Fort  Sumter,  to  which 
General  Walker,  the  Secretary  of  War,  appeared  to  be  op« 
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posed.  Mr.  Gilchiist  said  to  him, '  Sir,  unless  you  sprinkle 
blood  in  the  face  of  the  people  of  Alabama  they  will  be 
back  in  the  old  Union  in  less  than  ten  days !'  The  next 
day  General  Beauregard  opened  his  batteries  on  Sumter, 
and  Alabama  was  saved  to  the  Confederacy." 

COKRESPONDENCE  PRECEDING  B0MBARD3IENT. 
Charleston',  April  8, 1861. 
To  Hon.  L.  P.  Walkee,  Secretary  of  War,  Monttjomery  : 

Au  authorized  messengw  from  President  Lincoln*  has 
just  informed  Gov.  Pickens  and  myself  that  provisions  will 
be  seat  to  Fort  Sumter  peaceably,  or  otherwise  by  force. 

MoNTGOMEKT,  April  10, 1861. 
To  Gen.  Beaueegard,  Charleston : 

If  you  have  no  doubt  of  the  authorized  character  of  the 
a^ent  who  communicated  to  you  the  intention  of  the 
Washington  Government  to  supply  Fort  Sumter  by  force, 
you  will  at  once  demand  its  evacuation,  and,  if  this  is  re- 
fused, proceed  in  such  manner  as  you  may  determine  to 
reduce  it.  L.  P.  WALKER. 

Chaelestoji,  April  10, 1861. 
ToHon.  L.P.Walker:  ,„    .  ,    , 

Thfi  demand  will  be  made  to-morrow  at  12  o  clock. 
G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Briyadier  General. 

Montgomery,  Ajyril  10, 1861. 
To  Gen.  Beatiregard,  Charleston : 

Unless  there  are  special  reasons  connected  with  your 
own  condition,  it  is  considered  proper  that  you  should 
make  the  demand  at  an  earlier  hour.  „  „  .  ^  TT-nr> 

L.  P.  WALKEK. 

Charleston,  April  10, 1861. 
To  Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

The  reasons  are  special  for  12  o'clock.  '       

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

Charleston,  April  11, 1861. 
ToHon.L.  P.  Walker: 

The  demand  was  sent  at  2  p.  m.,  and  until  6  was  allowea 
for  the  answer.  G-  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

MONTGOMEKT,  April  11, 1861. 
Gen.  Beauregard,  Cliarleston  : 
Telegraph  the  reply  of  Major  Anderson. 

L.  P.  >V  ALiiEK, 

Charleston,  April  11, 1861. 
To  Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Major  Anderson  replies  s  "  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  communication  demanding  the 
evacuation  of  this  fort,  and  to  say  in  reply  thereto  that  it 
is  a  demand  with  which  I  re.cjret  that  my  sense  of  honor 
and  of  my  obUgation  to  my  Government  prevent  my  com- 
pliance." He  adds,  verbally,  "  /  will  await  the  first  stmt, 
and,  if  you  do  not  batter  us  to  pieces,  we  icill  he  starved  nut 
in  a  few  days."  G.T.BEAUREGARD. 

Montgomery,  Ajn-il  11, 1861. 
To  General  Beauregard  : 

Do  not  desire  needlessly  to  bombard  Fort  Sumter.  It 
Major  Anderson  will  state  the  time  at  which,  as  indicated 
by  himself,  he  will  evacuate,  and  agree  that,  in  the  meaii 
time,  he  will  not  use  liis  guns  against  us  imlcss  ours  should 
be  emploved  against  Fort  Sumter,  you  are  authorized  thus 
to  avoid  the  effusion  of  blood.  If  this  or  its  equivalent  be 
refused,  reduce  the  fort,  as  your  judgment  decides^  to  be 
the  most  practicable,  L-  P-  WALKER. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Army  C.  S.  A., 
Charleston,  (S.  C.)  April  11, 1861,  2  p.  m. 
Maj.  Robert  Anderson, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. : 

Sir:  The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  has 
hitherto  forborne  from  any  hostile  demonstration  against 
Fort  Sumter,  in  the  hope  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  with  a  view  to  the  amicable  adjustment  of 
all  questions  between  <he  two  Governments,  and  to  avert 
the  calamities  of  war,  would  voluntarily  evacuate  it. 

There  w:is  reason  at  one  time  to  believe  that  such  would 
be  the  course  pursued  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and,  under  that  impression,  my  Government  has 
refnuned  from  making  any  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the 
fort.  But  the  Confederate  States  can  no  longer  delay  assum- 
ing actual  possession  of  a  fortification  commanding  the 
entrance  of  one  of  theil  harbors,  and  necessary  to  its  de- 
fence and  security.  ^     ,  j      a. 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 

•  See  his  first  message,  July  4, 1861,  page  124 
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States  to  demand  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter.  My  aids. 
Col.  Chesnut  and  Capt.  Lee,  are  authorized  to  make  such 
demand  of  you.  All  proper  facilities  will  be  afforded  for 
the  removal  of  yourself  and  command — together  with 
company  arms  and  property,  and  all  private  property— to 
any  post  in  the  United  States  which  you  may  elect.  The 
flag  which  you  have  upheld  so  long,  and  with  so  much 
fortitude,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  may  be 
saluted  by  you  on  taking  it  down. 

Col.  Chesnut  and  Capt.  Lee  will,  for  a  reasonable  time, 
await  your  answer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  Brig.  Gen.  OomTnandiTig. 

Headquarters  Foet  Sumter,  S.  C, 
Apriin,  1861. 
To  Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Provisional  Army  C.  S.  A.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  demanding  the  evacuation  of  this 
fort,  and  to  say  in  reply  thereto  that  it  is  a  demand  with 
which  I  regret  that  my  sense  of  honor  and  my  obligation 
to  my  Government  prevent  my  compliance. 

Thanking  ynu  for  the  fair,  manly,  and  courteous  terms 
proposed,  and  for  the  high  coniplimeot  paid  me,  I  reniain, 
General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Prov'l  Aemy  C.  S.  A., 
Charleston,  ,S.  C.)  April  11, 1861, 11  P.  M. 
Major  Robert  Anderson, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Barbor,  S.  C. : 
Major:  In  consequence  of  the  verbal  observations  made 
by  you  to  my  aids,  Messrs.  Chesnut  and  Lee,  in  relation  to 
the  condition  of  your  supplies,  and  that  you  would  in  a  few 
days  he  starved  out  if  our  guns  did  not  batter  you  to 
pieces,  or  words  to  that  effect,  and  desiring  no  useless  effu- 
sion of  blood,  1  communicated  both  the  verbal  observation 
and  your  written  answer  to  my  communication  to  my 
Government. 

If  you  will  state  the  time  at  which  you  will  evacuate 
Fort  Sumter,  and  agree  that  in  the  mean  time  you  will  not 
use  your  guns  against  us  unless  ours  shall  be  employed 
against  Fort  Sumter,  we  shall  abstain  from  opening  fire 
upon  you.    Col.  Chesnut  and  Capt.  Lee  are  authorized  by 
me  to  enter  into  such  an  agreement  with  you.    You  are, 
therefore,  requested  to  communicate  to    them   an   open 
answer. 
I  remain.  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier  (General  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C. 

2.30  A.  U.,  April  12, 186L 

To  Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Provisional  Army  C.  S.  A. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  second  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  by  Col. 
Chesnut,  and  to  state  in  reply,  that,  cordially  uniting  with 
you  in  the  desire  to  avoid  the  useless  effusion  of  blood,  I 
will,  if  prov.ded  with  the  necessary  means  of  transporta. 
tion,  evacuate  Fort  Sumter  by  noon  on  the  15th  instant, 
should  I  not  receive  prior  to  that  time,  controlling  in- 
structions from  my  Government,  or  additional  supplies, 
and  that  I  will  not  in  the  mean  time  open  my  fire  upon 
your  forces,  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  some  hostile 
act  against  this  fort  or  the  flag  of  my  Government,  by  the 
forces  undei-  your  command,  or  by  some  portion  of  them,  cr 
by  the  perpetration  of  some  act  showing  a  hostile  inten- 
tion on  your  part  against  this  fort  or  the  flag  it  bears. 

Ihavethehonor  to  be,  General,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  ROBERT  ANDERSON 

Major  U.S.A.  Commanding. 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C, 

AprU  12,  1861,  3.20  A.  M. 

M.UOE  Robert  Anderson,  United  States  Aamy, 
Commanding  Fort  Sumter: 
Sir  •  B  V  authority  of  Brigadier  General  Beauregard,  Com- 
niandino'"the  Provisional  Forces  of  the  Confederate  States, 
we  have°the  honor  to  notify  you  that  he  will  open  the  fire 
of  his  batteries  on  Fort  Sumter  in  one  hour  from  this 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servants,  JAMES  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Aid-derCamp. 
I  STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Captain  S.  C.  Anny  and  Aid-de^Camp^ 
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To  Hon.  L.  P.  WAtKZR :         *^«^^^^°^.  ^^""^  ^2,  1861. 
He  would  not  consent.    I  write  to-day. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

TO  Hon.  L.  P.  WALKEK :  Charleston,  April  12, 1861. 

We  opened  fire  at  4.30.  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

Note  —Intercepted  despatches  disclose  the  fact  that  Mr 
^ox  who  had  been  allowed  to  visit  Major  Anderson  on  the 
pledge  that  his  purpose  was  pacilic,  employed  his  oppor- 
tunity to  devise  a  plan  for  supplying  the  fort  by  force,  and 
that  this  plan  had  been  adopted  by  the  Washington  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  in  process  of  execution. 

Kepoep  op   Major  Anderson  to  the  Secretary  op  War. 
pTEAMsnip  Baltic,  off  Sandy  Hook, 
.       ^  ^  ^Pnl  IS,  ISei,  10.30  A.M.,  via  New  York. 

taving  defended  Fort  Sumter  for  thirty-four  hours  until 
the  quarters  were  entirely  burnt,  the  main  gates  desiroyed 
by  fare,  the  gorge  walls  seriously  injured,  the  magazine 
surrounded  by  flames,  and  its  door  closed  from  the  effects 
ot  heat ;  four  barrels  and  three  cartridges  of  powder  only 
being  available,  and  no  provisions  remaining  but  pork  I 
accepted  terms  of  evacuation  oflered  by  General  Beaure- 
gard—being  the  same  offered  by  him  on  the  11th  instant 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities— and  marched  out 
ot  the  Fort  on  Sunday  afternoon,  tlie  Uth  instant,  with 
colors  flying  and  drums  beating,  briuging  away  company 
and  private  property,  and  saluting  my  flag  with  filty  guns 
ROBERT  ANDERSON, 

„        „  „  Major  1st  Artillery,  commanding. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  ^ 

Secretary  of  War,  Washingtm. 

After  the  surrender,  and  while  the  tidings 
were  received  throughout  the  South  with  joy, 
Davis  and  his  associates  were  serenaded,  salvos 
of  artillery  were  fired,  and  the  whole  popula- 
tion seemed  to  be  in  an  exstacy  of  triumph. 
The  rebel  Secretary  of  War,  L.  Pope  Walker, 
defiantly  said  : 

"  No  man  can  foretell  the  events  of  the  war  inangorated ; 
but  I  will  venture  to  predict  that  the  flag  which  now  floats 
on  the  breeze"  (that  was  liis  miserable  secession  flag) 
'will,  Iiefore  the  first  of  May,  float  over  the  dome  of  the 
old  Capitol  at  Washington,  and  if  they  choose  to  try  South- 
ern chivalry,  and  test  the  extent  of  Southern  resources 
will  eventually  float  over  Faneuil  Hall,  in  Boston. 

The  idea  spread  throughout  the  South,  and 
such  paragraphs  as  these  abounded: 

[Frmn  the  Michmond  Enquirer,  April  13, 1861.] 

"Attention,  Volunteers!— Nothing  is  more  probable 
than  that  President  Davis  will  soon  inarch  an  army  through 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  to  Washington.  Those  of  our 
volunteers  who  decide  to  join  the  Southern  Army  as  it 
shall  pass  through  our  borders,  had  better  organize  at  once 
for  that  purpose,  and  keep  their  arms,  accoutrements,  uni- 
forms, ammunition,  and  kn.apsacks  in  constant  readiness." 
[From  the  JVeio  Orleans  Picayune,  April  18.] 

"The  first  fruits  of  a  Virginia  secession  will  be  the  re- 
moval of  Lincoln  and  his  cabinet,  and  whatever  ho  can 
carry  away,  to  the  safer  neighborhood  of  Ilan-isburg  or 
Cincinnati— perhaps  to  Buffalo  or  Cleveland." 

[From  tlie  Richrrumd  Examiner,  April  28.] 

"There  never  was  half  the  unanimity  among  the  people 
before,  nor  a  tithe  of  the  zeal  upon  any  subject,  that  is  now 
manifested  to  take  Washington.  From  the  mountain  tops 
and  valleys  to  the  shores  of  the  sea,  there  is  one  wild  shout 
of  fierce  resolve  to  capture  Washington  city  at  all  and 
every  human  hazard." 

THE  "WAE  POWER  CALLED  OUT." 

April  15,  1861.  The  President  issued  his 
proclamation  for  seventy-five  thousand  troops, 
as  follows : 

"  Whereas  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  been  for 
some  time  past,  and  now  are  opposed,  and  the  execution 
Uiereof  obstructed,  in  tho  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  I  lorida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  by  com- 
binations too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in 
the  marshals  by  law ;  now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln 
President  of  tho  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  power  in  me 
Tested  by  the  Constitution  and  tho  laws,  have  thought  fit 
to  call  forth,  and  hereby  do  call  forth,  the  militia  of  the 


several  States  of  the  Union  to  the  aggregate  nnmber  of 
7o,000,  in  order  to  suppress  said  combinations,  and  to  cause 
tho  laws  to  be  duly  executed. 

"Tho  details  for  this  object  will  be  immediately  com- 
municated  to  the  State  authorities  through  tho  Wai  Depart- 
ment. I  appeal  to  all  loyal  citizens  to  favor,  facilitate  and 
aid  this  effort  to  maintain  tho  honor,  tho  integrity,  and  ex- 
istence of  our  national  Union,  and  the  perpetuity  of  popular 
government,  and  to  redress  wi-ongg  already  long  enough 
endured.  I  deem  it  proper  to  say  "that  the  first  service  as- 
signed to  the  forces  hereby  called  forth,  will  probably  be  to 
repossess  the  forts,  places,  and  property  which  have  been 
seized  from  the  Union ;  and  in  every  event  the  utmost  car« 
will  be  observed,  consistently  with  the  objects  aforesaid  to 
avoid  any  devastation,  any  destruction  of,  or  interference 
with  property,  or  any  disturbance  of  peaceful  citizens  of 
any  part  of  the  country ;  and  I  hereby  command  the  per- 
sons composing  tho  combinations  aforesaid,  to  disperse  and 
retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes,  within  twenty 
days  from  tliis  date.  ' 

"Deeming  that  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs  pre- 
sents an  extraordinary  occasion,  I  do  hereby  in  virtue  of 
the  power  in  me  vested  by  the  Constitution,  convene  both 
Houses  ot  Congress.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  jire 
therefore,  summoned  to  assemble  at  their  respective  cham- 
bers at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  on  Thursday,  the  4th  day  of 
July  next,  then  and  there  to  consider  and  determine  such 
measures  as,  in  their  wisdom,  the  public  safety  and  interest 
may  seem  to  demand. 

"In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed 
"  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  fifteenth  dav  of  ApriL 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-one,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  Slatea 
the  eighty-fiftW. 

"  By  the  President :  "ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

V,  ILLIAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State." 
The  Governors  of  all  the  northern  States  re- 
sponded with  alacrity. 

Governor  Burton,  of  Delaware,  issued  a  proc- 
lamation, April  26,  recommending  the  forma- 
tion of  volunteer  companies  for  the  protectioa 
of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  people  of  Dela- 
ware against  violence  of  any  sort  to  which  they 
may  be  exposed,  the  companies  not  being  sub- 
ject to  be  ordered  by  the  Executive  into  the 
United  States  service,  the  law  not  vesting  him 
with  such  authority,  but  having  the  option  of 
offering  their  services  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  the  defence  of  its  capital  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Governor  Hicks,  of  Maryland,  May  14,  issued 
a  proclamation  for  the  troops,  stating  that  the 
four  regiments  would  be  detailed  to  serve  within 
the  limits  of  Maryland  or  for  the  defence  of  the 
capital  of  the  United  States. 

Governor  Letcher,  of  Virginia,  replied  that 
"The  militia  of  Virginia  will  not  be  furnished  to  the 
powers  at  A\  ashington  for  any  such  use  or  purpose  as  thev 
have  m  view.  Your  object  is  to  subjugate  the  southera 
States,  and  a  reqiusition  made  upon  mo  for  such  an  ohie.c» 
—an  object,  in  my  judgment,  not  within  the  purview  of  the 
Con.stitution  or  the  act  of  1795— will  not  be  complied  mth 
You  have  chosen  to  inaugurate  civil  war,  and  having  done 
so  we  will  meet  it  in  a  spirit  as  determined  as  the  Admi'n- 
istration  has  exhibited  toward  the  South." 

Governor  Ellis,  of  North  Carolina,  repliecL 
April  15 : 

"Your  dispatch  is  received,  and,  if  genuine— which  ita 
extraorchnary  character  leads  mo  to  doubt— I  have  to  sav 
in  reply  that  I  regard  the  levy  of  troops  made  by  the  Ad- 
mimstiation,  for  the  pnrpose  of  subjugating  the  States  of 
he  South,  as  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  a  usurpa- 

of"?h*pVwT%-  fi  "''''  ^f  ""^  P-Y*y  *°  ^^'^  ^"-^ked  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  to  this  war  upon  the  liber- 
ties oi  a  free  people.    You  can  get  no  troops  from  North 

S'by  nLil!"  '*'^^  "'°''' '°  ''"**"  ''^''''  ^""^  "'^^ ''  '^ 

Governor  Magoffin,  of  Kentucky,  replied. 
April  15  : 

„ii?'{^y  ^'^{''^'^^.If  received.  In  answer  I  say  eraphatio 
ally,  Keutucky  will  furnish  no  troops  for  the  wicked  pur- 
pose  of  subdmng  her  sister  Southern  States." 
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Governor  Harkis,. of  Tennessee,  replied,  April 
18: 

"  Tennessee  will  not  furnish  a  single  man  for  coercion, 
but  fifty  thousand,  if  necessary,  for  the  defence  of  our  rights 
or  those  of  our  southern  bretliren." 

Governor  Jackson,  of  Missouri,  replied  : 

"  Your  requisition  is  illegal,  unconstitutional,  revolution- 

axv,  inhuman,  diabolical,  and  cannot  be  complied  with." 
j>  , 

Governor  Rector,  of  Arkansas,  replied,  April 
22  : 

"None  will  bo  furnished.  The  demand  is  only  adding 
Insult  to  injury." 

May  3,  1861 — The  President  called  for  thirty- 
nine  volunteer  regiments  of  infantry  and  Oiie 
regiment  of  cavalry,  with  a  minimum  aggregate 
of  34,506  ofBcers  and  enlisted  men,  and  a  max- 
imum of  42,034;  and  for  the  enlistment  of 
18,000  seamen. 

May  3,  18G1 — The  President  directed  an  in- 
crease of  the  regular  army  hj  eight  regiments 
of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  one  of  artil- 
lery— minimum  aggregate,  18,054;  maximum, 
22,714. 

August  6 — Congress  legalized  this  increase, 
and  all  the  acts,  orders,  and  proclamations  re- 
specting the  Army  and  Navy. 

July  22  and  25,  1861 — Congress  authorized 
the  enlistment  of  500,000  volunteers. 

September  17,  1861 — Commanding  officer  at 
Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  C,  authorized  to  enlist  a 
regiment  of  loyal  North  Carolinians. 

November  7,  1861 — The  Governor  of  Missouri 
was  authorized  to  raise  a  force  of  State  militia 
for  State  defence. 

December  3,  1861— The  Secretary  of  War  di- 
rected that  no  more  regiments,  batteries,  or 
independent  companies  be  raised  by  the  Gov- 
ernors of  States,  except  upon  the  special  requi- 
sition of  the  War  Department. 

July  2,  1862— The  President  called  for  three 
hundred  thousand  volunteers. 

Under  the  act  of  July  17,  1862, 

August  4,  1862 — The  President  ordered  a 
draft  of  three  hundred  thousand  militia,  for 
nine  months  unless  sooner  discharged;  and  di- 
rected that  if  any  State  shall  not,  by  the  15th 
of  August,  furnish  its  quota  of  the  additional 
300,000  authorized  by  law,  the  deficiency  of 
volunteers  in  that  State  will  also  be  made  up 
by  special  draft  from  the  militia.  Wednesday, 
September  3,  was  subsequently  fixed  for  the 
draft. 

May  8,  1863 — Proclamation  issued,  defining 
the  relations  of  aliens  to  the  conscription  act, 
holding  all  aliens  who  have  declared  on  oaih 
their  intention  to  become  citizens  and  may  be 
in  the  country  within  sixty-five  days  from  date, 
and  all  who  have  declared  their  intention  to 
become  citizens  and  have  voted. 

June  15,  1863 — One  hundred  thousand  men, 
for  six  months,  called  to  repel  the  invasion  of 
Maryland,  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

October  17,  1863— A  proclamation  was  issued 
for  300,000  volunteers,  to  serve  for  three  years 
or  the  war,  not,  however,  exceeding  three 
years,  to  fill  the  places  of  those  whose  terms 
expire  "during  the  coming  year,"  these  being 
in  addition  to  the  men  raised  by  the  present 
draft.     In  States  in  default  under  this  call, 


January  5,  1864,  a  draft  shall  be  made  on  that 
day. 

February  1,  1864— Draft  for  500,000  men  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  ordered  for 
March  10,  1864. 

March  14,  1864— Draft  for  200,000  additional 
for  the  army,  navy  and  marine  corps,  ordered 
for  April  Ic,  1864,  to  supply  the  force  required 
for  the  navy  and  to  provide  an  adequate  reserve 
force  for  all  contingencies. 

April  23,  1864 — 85,000  one  hundred  day  men 
accepted,  tendered  by  the  Governors  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin;  30,000, 
20,000,  20,000, 10,000,  and  5,000  being  tendered 
respectively,    see  page  270.') 

Our  Military  Legislation. 

1861,  July  22— The  President  was  authorized 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  thousand,  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  three  years.  July  27,  this  authority 
was  duplicated. 

1861,  July  27 — Nine  regiments  of  infantry, 
one  of  cavalry,  and  one  of  artillery,  added  to 
the  regular  army. 

August  5 — Passed  bill  approving  and  legaliz- 
ing the  orders  of  the  President  respecting  the 
army  and  navy,  issued  from  4th  of  March  to 
that  date. 

1862,  July  17— Authorized  the  President, 
when  calling  forth  the  militia  of  the  States,  to 
specify  the  period  of  such  service,  not  exceed- 
ing nine  months  ;  and  if  by  reason  of  defects 
in  existing  laws  or  in  the  execution  of  them,  it 
shall  be  found  necessary  to  provide  for  enrol- 
ing the  militia,  the  President  was  authorized 
to  make  all  necessary  regulations,  the  enrol- 
ment to  include  all  able  bodied  male  citizens 
between  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  to  be  ap- 
portioned according  to  representative  popula- 
tion. He  was  authorized,  in  addition  to  the 
volunteers  now  authorized,  to  accept  100,000 
infantry,  for  nine  months ;  also,  for  twelve 
months,  to  fill  up  old  regiments,  as  many  aa 
may  be  presented  for  the  purpose. 

1863,  February  7 — Authorized  the  Governor 
of  Kentucky,  by  the  consent  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  ^to  raise  twenty 
thousand  volunteers,  for  twelve  months,  for 
service  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  for  re- 
pelling invasion,  suppressing  insurrection,  and 
guarding  and  protecting  the  public  property — 
two  regiments  to  be  mounted  riflemen.  With 
the  consent  of  the  President,  these  troops  may 
be  attached  to,  and  become  a  part  of,  the  body 
of  three  years'  volunteers. 

1863,  March  3 — The  enrollment  act  passed. 
It  included  as  part  of  the  national  forces,  all 
able  bodied  male  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  persons  of  foreign  birth  who  shall  have 
declared  on  oath  their  intention  to  become 
citizens  under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  laws 
thereof,  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and 
forty-five  years,  except  such  as  are  rejected  as 
physically  or  mentally  unfit  for  the  service ; 
also,  the  Vice  President,  the  judges  of  the 
various  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  heads 
of  the  various  executive  departments  of  the 
Government,  and  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States ;  also,  the  only  son  liable  to  military 
service,  of  a  widow  dependent  upon  his  labor 
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for  support ;  also,  the  only  son  of  aged  or  in- 
firm parent  or  parents,  dependent  upon  bis 
labor  for  support ;  also,  where  there  are  two  or 
more  sons  of  aged  or  infirm  parents,  subject 
to  draft,  the  father,  or  if  he  i.;e  dead,  the  mother, 
may  elect  which  son  shall  be  exempt ;  also,  the 
only  brother  of  children  not  twelve  years  old, 
having  neither  father  nor  mother,  dependent 
upon  his  labor  for  support ;  also,  the  father  of 
motherless  children  under  twelve  years  of  age, 
dependent  upon  his  labor  for  support ;  also, 
where  there  are  a  father  and  sons  in  the  same 
family  and  household,  and  two  of  them  are  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  as  non- 
commissioned ofiicers,  musicians,  or  privates, 
the  residue  of  such  family ;  provided  that  no 
person  who  has  been  convicted  of  any  felony 
shall  be  enrolled  or  permitted  to  serve  in  said 
forces.  It  divided  the  forces  into  two  classes : 
1st,  those  between  twenty  and  thirty-live  and 
all  unmarried  persons  above  thirty-five  and 
under  forty-five ;  2d,  all  others  liable  to  mili- 
tary duty.  It  divided  the  country  into  districts, 
in  each  of  which  an  enrolment  board  was 
established.  The  persons  enrolled  were  made 
subject  to  be  called  into  the  military  service  for 
two  years  from  July  1,  1863,  and  to  continue  in 
service  for  three  years.  A  drafted  person  was 
allowed  to  furnish  an  acceptable  substitute,  or 
pay  $300,  and  be  discharged  from  further 
liability  under  that  draft.  Persons  failing  to 
report,  to  be  considered  deserters.  All  jjersons 
drafted  shall  be  assigned  by  the  President  to 
military  duty  in  such  corps,  regiments,  or 
branches  of  the  sei'vicfi  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  may  require. 

1864,  Feb.  24 — Provided  for  equalizing  the 
draft  by  calculating  the  quota  of  each  district 
or  precinct  and  counting  the  number  previously 
furnished  by  it.  Any  person  enrolled  may  fur- 
nish an  acceptable  substitute  who  is  not  liable 
to  draft,  nor,  at  the  time,  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  such 
person  so  furnishing  a  substitute  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  draft  during  the  time  for  which  such 
substitute  shall  not  be  liable  to  draft,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  time  for  which  such  substitute 
shall  have  been  accepted.  If  such  substitute 
is  liable  to  draft,  the  name  of  the  person  fur- 
nishing him  shall  again  be  placed  on  the  roll 
and  shall  be  liable  to  draft  in  future  calls,  but 
not  until  the  present  enrollment  shall  be  ex- 
hausted. The  exemptions  are  limited  to  such 
as  are  rejected  as  physically  or  mentally  unfit 
for  the  service  ;  to  persons  actually  in  the  mil- 
itary or  naval  service  of  the  Government,  and 
all  persons  who  have  served  in  the  military 
or  naval  service  two  years  during  the  present 
war  and  been  honorably  discharged  therefrom. 

The  separate  enrolment  of  classes  is  repealed 
and  the  two  classes  consolidated. 

Members  of  religious  denominations,  who 
shall  by  oath  or  affirmation  declare  that  they 
are  conscientiously  opposed  to  the  bearing  of 
arms,  and  who  are  prohibited  from  doing  so  by 
the  rules  and  articles  of  faith  and  practice  of 
Baid  religious  denomination,  shall  when  drafted, 
be  considered  non-combatants,  and  be  assigned 
to  duty  in  the  hospitals,  or  the  care  of  freed- 
mea,   or  shall  pay  $300  to  the  benefit  of  sick 


and  wounded  soldiers,  if  they  give  proof  that 
their  deportment  has  been  uniformly  consis- 
tent with  their  declaration. 

No  alien  who  has  voted  in  county,  State,  or 
Territory  shall,  because  of  alienage,  be  exempt 
from  draft. 

"All  able-bodied  male  colored  persons  between  the  agea 
of  twenty  and  forty-five  years,  resident  in  the  United  States, 
shall  be  enrolled  according  to  the  provisions  of  tliis  act,  and 
of  the  acl^to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  and  form  part  ol 
the  national  Ibrces ;  and  when  a  slave  of  a  loyal  master 
shall  be  di'afted  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  his  master  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof;  and 
thereupon  such  slave  shall  be  free,  and  the  bounty  of  ono 
hundred  dollars,  now  payable  by  law  for  each  drafted  man, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  person  to  whom  such  drafted  person 
was  owing  service  or  labor  at  the  time  of  his  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  Secretary  of  War 
shall  appoint  a  commission  in  each  of  the  slave  States  rep- 
resented in  Congress,  chiirged  to  award  to  each  loyal  per- 
son to  whom  a  colored  volunteer  may  owe  service  a  just 
compensation,  not  exceeding  tliree  hundred  dollars,  for 
each  such  colored  volunteer-,  payable  out  of  tlie  fund  de- 
rived from  commutations,  and  every  such  colored  volunteer 
on  being  mustered  into  the  service  shall  be  free.  And  in 
all  cases  where  men  of  color  have  been  heretofore  enlisted, 
or  have  volunteered  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  so  far  as  the  payment 
of  bounty  and  compensation  are  provided,  shall  be  equally 
applicable,  as  to  those  who  may  bo  hereafter  recruited. 
I5ut  men  of  color,  drafted  or  enlisted,  or  who  may  volun- 
teer into  the  military  service,  while  they  shall  be  credited 
on  the  quotas  of  the  several  States,  or  sub-divisions  of 
States,  wherein  they  lU'e  respectively  drafted,  enlisted,  or 
shall  volunteer,  shall  not  bo  assigned  as  State  troops,  but 
shall  be  n^ustered  into  regiments  or  companies  as  United 
States  colored  troops." 

1864,  Feb.  29 — Bill  passed  reviving  the 
grade  of  Lieutenant  General  in  the  army,  and 
Major  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant  was  appointed 
March  2d. 

1864,  ^une  15 — All  persons  of  color  shall 
receive  the  same  pay  and  emoluments,  except 
bounty,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or 
volunteer  army  from  and  after  Jan.  1,  1864, 
the  President  to  fix  the  bounty  for  those  here- 
after mustered,  not  exceeding  $100. 

1864,  June  20 — The  monthly  pay  of  privates 
and  non-commissioned  officers  was  fixed  as  fol- 
lows, on  and  after  May  1  : 

"Sergeant  majors,  twenty-six  dollars;  quartermaster  and 
commissary  sergeants  of  Cavalry,  artillery,  and  iufiintry, 
twenty-tv.'o  dollars;  first  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artillei-y,  and 
infantry,  twenty-four  dollars ;  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, and  inl'antry,  twenty  dollars;  sergeants  of  ordnance, 
sai)per3  and  miners,  and  pontoniers,  thirty-four  dollars; 
corporals  of  ordnance,  sappers  and  miners,  and  pontoniers, 
twenty  dollars ;  privates  of  engineers  and  ordnance  of  the 
first  class,  eighteen  dollars,  and  of  the  second  class,  sixteen 
dollars;  corporals  of  cavah-y,  artillery,  and  infantry, 
eighteen  dollars;  chief  buglers  of  cavalry,  twenty-three 
doUai's;  buglers,  sixteen  dollars;  farriers  and  blacksmiths 
of  cavalry,  and  artificers  of  artillery,  eighteen  dollars;  pri- 
vates of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  sixteen  dollars; 
jirincipal  musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two 
dollars;  leaders  of  brigade  and  regimental  bands,  seventy- 
five  dollars ;  musicians,  sixteen  dollars ;  hospital  stewards 
of  the  first  class,  thirty-three  doll.ars;  hospital  stewards 
of  the  second  class,  twenty-five  dollars ;  hospital  stewards 
of  the  thu-d  class,  twenty-three  dollars." 

July  4 — This  bill  became  a  law: 

Be  it  enacted,  d-c.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may,  at  his  discretion,  at  any  time  hereafter  call  for  any 
number  of  men  as  volunteers  for  the  respective  terms  of 
one,  two,  and  three  years  for  military  service;  and  any 
such  volunteer,  or,  in  case  of  draft,  as  hereinafter  provided, 
any  substitute,  shall  be  credited  to  the  town,  township, 
ward  of  a  city,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or  of  a  county 
not  so  subdivided  towards  the  quota  of  which  lio  may  have 
volunteered  or  engaged  as  a  substitute ;  and  every  volun- 
teer who  is  accepted  and  mustered  into  the  service  for  a 
term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  shall  receive, 
and  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  ;i  boinity  of  ono  hundred 
dollars ;  and  if  for  a  term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, a  bounty  of  two  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of 
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three  hundred  dollars;  one  third  of  wMch  bounty  shall  be 
paid  to  the  soldier  at  the  time  of  his  being  mustered  into 
the  service,  one-third  at  the  expiration  of  one-half  of  his 
term  of  service,  and  one-third  at  the  exijiration  of  his  term 
of  service.  And  in  case  of  his  death  vrhile  in  service,  the 
residue  of  his  bounty  unpaid  shall  be  paid  to  his  widove,  if 
he  shall  have  left  a  widow;  if  not,  to  his  children;  or  if 
there  bo  none,  to  his  mother,  if  she  be  a  widow. 

Sec.  2.  That  in  case  the  quota,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any 
town,  township,  ward  of  a  city,  precinct,  or  election  dis- 
trict, or  of  any  county  not  so  subdivided,  shall  not  be  filled 
within  the  space  of  fifty  days  after  such  call,  then  the 
President  shall  immediately  order  a  draft  for  one  year  to 
fill  such  quota,  or  any  part  thereof,  which  may  bo  unfilled ; 
and  in  case  of  any  such  draft  no  payment  of  money  shall 
be  accepted  or  received  by  the  Government  as  commutation 
to  release  any  enrolled  or  drafted  man  from  personal  obli- 
gation to  perform  military  service. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  executive  of  any 
of  the  States  to  send  recruiting  agents  into  any  of  the 
States  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  except  the  States  of  Ar- 
kansas, Tennessee,  and  Louisiana,  to  recruit  volunteers 
under  any  call  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  who  shall 
be  credited  to  the  State,  and  to  the  respective  subdivisions 
thereof,  which  may  procure  the  enlistment. 

Sec.  4.  That  drafted  men,  substitutes,  and  volunteers, 
when  mustered  in,  shall  be  organized  into,  or  assigned  to, 
regiments,  batteries,  or  other  organizations  of  their  own 
States,  and,  as  far  as  i  racticable,  shall,  when  assigned,  be 
permitted  to  select  their  own  regiments,  batteries,  or  other 
organizations  from  among  those  of  their  respective  States 
which  at  the  time  of  assignment  may  not  be  filled  to  their 
maximum  number. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  twentieth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  approved 
February  twenty-four,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
shall  be  construed  to  mean  that  t'.ie  Secretary  of  War  shall 
discharge  minors  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years  under  the 
circumstances  and  on  the  conditions  prescribed  in  said  sec- 
tion; and  hereafter,  if  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
shall  en.ist  or  muster  into  the  military  service  any  person 
pnder  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  with  or  without  the  con- 
Bent  of  his  parent  or  guardian,  such  person  so  enlisted  or 
recruited  shall  be  immediately  discharged  upon  repay- 
ment of  all  bounties  received;  and  such  recruiting  or  mus- 
tering ofBcer  who  shall  knowingly  enlist  any  person  under 
eixteeii  years  of  age  shall  be  dismissed  the  service,  with 
forfeiture  of  all  pay  and  allowances,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  such  further  punishment  as  a  court-martial  may  di- 
rect. 

Sec.  6.  That  section  three  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  approved 
February  twenty-four,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended,  so  as  to  authorize  and 
direct  district  provost  marshals,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Provost  Marshal  General,  to  make  a  draft  for  one  hundred 
per  centum  in  addition  to  the  number  required  to  fill  the 
quota  of  any  district  as  provided  by  said  section. 

Sec.  7.  That  instead  of  travelling  pay,  all  drafted  persons 
reporting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  shall  be  allowed  trans- 
portation from  their  places  of  residence  ;  and  persons  dis- 
charged at  the  place  of  rendezvous  shall  be  allowed  trans- 
portation to  their  places  of  residence. 

Sec.  8.  That  all  persons  iu  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  who  have  entered  said  service  during  the  present  re- 
bellion, who  have  not  been  credited  to  the  quota  of  any 
town,  district,  ward,  or  State,  by  reason  of  their  being  in 
said  service  and  not  enrolled  prior  to  February  twenty- 
four,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  shall  be  enrolled 
and  credited  to  the  quotas  of  the  town,  ward,  district,  or 
State,  in  which  they  respectively  reside,  upon  satisfactory 
proof  of  their  residence  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Sec.  9.  That,  if  any  person  duly  drafted  shall  be  absent 
from  home  in  prosecntion  of  his  usual  business,  the  provost 
marshal  of  the  district  shall  cause  him  to  be  duly  notified 
as  soon  as  he  may  be,  and  he  shall  not  be  deemed  a  deserter, 
nor  lialile  as  such,  until  notice  has  been  given  him,  and 
reasonable  time  allowed  for  him  to  return  and  report  to  the 
provost  mar.'^hal  of  his  district;  but  such  absence  shall  not 
affect  his  liability  under  this  act. 

Sec.  10.  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  alter  or  in  any  way  affect  the  provisions  of  the 
seventeenth  section  ^>f  an  act  approved  February  twenty- 
fourth,  eigliteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  fur  enrolling  and  calliug 
out  the  national  forces,  and  fir  other  purposes,'"  approved 
March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  siisty-three. 

Sec.  11.  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  alter  or  change  the  provisions  of  existing  laws  rela- 
tive to  permitting  persons  liable  to  military  service  to 
fiuruish  substitutes. 


"Confederate'*  Military  Legislation. 

February  28,  1861,  (four  days  before  the  in- 
auguration of  Mr.  Liucoln) — The  "Confede- 
rate" Congress  passed  a  bill  providing — 

1st.  To  enable  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  maintain  its  jurisdiction  over 
all  questions  of  peace  and  war,  and  to  provide 
for  the  public  defence,  the  President  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  assume 
control  of  all  military  operations  in  every  State, 
having  reference  to  a  connection  with  questions 
between  the  said  States,  or  any  of  them,  and 
Powers  foreign  to  them. 

2d.  The  President  was  authorized  to  receive 
from  the  several  States  the  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  which  have  been  acquired  from  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

3d.  He  was  authorized  to  receive  into  Gov- 
ernment service  such  forces  in  the  service  of 
the  States,  as  may  be  tendered,  in  such  num- 
ber as  he  may  require,  for  any  time  not  lesa 
than  twelve  months,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

March  G,  1861 — The  President  was  authorized 
to  employ  the  militia,  military  and  naval  forces 
of  the  Confederate  States  to  repel  invasion, 
maintain  rightful  possession  of  the  territory, 
and  secure  the  public  tranquillity  and  independ- 
ence against  threatened  assault,  to  the  extent 
of  100,000  men,  to  serve  for  twelve  months. 

May  4,  1861 — One  regiment  of  Zouaves  au- 
thorized. 

May  6,  1861 — Letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
authorized. 

1861,  August  8 — The  Congress  authorized 
the  President  to  accept  the  services  of  400,000 
volunteers,  to  serve  for  not  less  than  twelve 
months  nor  more  than  three  years  after  they 
shall  be  mustered  into  service,  unless  sooner 
discharged. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  of  that  date  an- 
nounced that  it  was  ascertained  from  ofiBcial 
data,  before  the  passage  of  the  bill,  that  there 
were  not  less  than  210,000  men  then  in  the 
field. 

August  21 — "Volunteers  authorized  for  local 
defence  and  special  service. 

1862,  January — Publishers  of  newspapers,_or 
other  printed  matter,  are  prohibited  from  giv- 
ing the  number,  disposition,  movement,  or  des- 
tination of  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  descrip- 
tion of  vessel,  or  battery,  fortification,  engine 
of  war,  or  signal,  unless  first  authorized  by  the 
President  or  Congress,  or  the  Secretary  of  War 
or  Navy,  or  commanding  officer  of  post,  district, 
or  expeditidn.  The  penalty  is  a  fine  of  $1,000 
and  imprisonment  not  over  twelve  months. 

1862,  February — The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  Pres- 
ident five  millions  of  dollars  to  build  gunboats. 

1862 — Bill  passed  to  "regulate  the  destruc- 
tion of  property  under  military  necessity," 
referring  particularly  to  cotton  and  tobacco. 
The  authorities  are  authorized  to  destroy  it  to 
keep  it  from  the  enemy ;  and  owners,  destroy- 
ing it  for  the  same  purpose,  are  to  be  indemni- 
fied upon  proof  of  the  value  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  destruction. 

1862,   April   16  —  The  first   "conscription" 
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•bill  became  a  law.      The  Richmond  Enquirer,  of 
April  23,  gives  this  abstract  of  it : 

To  the  law  of  Congress,  as  published,  there  were  sub- 
Bequently  passed  several  amendments  or  auxiliary  laws. 
We  present  the  following  synopsis  of  the  law  as  thus 
mochfied : 

The  conscription  law  places  in  the  service  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  for  throe  years,  unless  the  war  sooner  ends,  all 
•white  men  between  eighteen  and  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
resident  in  the  Confederate  States,  and  not  legally  exempt 
from  service. 

The  law  is  silent  as  to  exemptions ;  but  an  act  defining 
the  class  of  exempts  has  since  been  passed,  which  embraces 
generally  those  hitherto  exempt,  with  some  additions. 

All  tivelve  months'  men  between  the  prescribed  ages,  are 
continued  in  service  for  two  years  from  the  expiration  of 
Vic Ir  present  term,  should  the  war  continue  so  long  ;  and  all 
tliose  under  eighteen  and  over  thirty-five,  are  to  be  retained 
for  ninety  days  after  their  term  expires,  unless  their  places 
are  sooner  supplied  by  recruits. 

The  twelve  months'  men  between  eighteen  and  thirty- 
five,  wlio  are  retained  beyond  their  term  of  enlistment,  and 
who  have  not  yet  received  bounty  and  furlough,  shall  re- 
ceive both ;  the  furloughs,  however,  to  be  granted  in  such 
numbers  and  at  such  times  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may 
deem  most  compatible  with  the  public  interest ;  and  the 
men  may  receive  in  lieu  of  furlough,  the  commutation 
value  in  money  of  the  transportation  granted  to  furloughed 
men  by  the  act. 

The  term  of  service  of  those  who  originally  enlisted  for 
the  war,  or  who  have  since  re-enlisted  for  that  period,  is  not 
afl'ccted  by  the  law. 

Men  now  in  service  are  not  permitted  to  re-enlist  in 
other  organizations  than  those  to  which  they  now  belong ; 
and  all  re-enlistments  that  have  been  made  from  one  exist- 
ing company  to  another,  or  into  a  new  company,  where  the 
ro-enlistment  has  not  been  perfected  by  actual  transfer,  are 
in  effect  canceled. 

Companies,  battalions,  and  regiments  of  twelve  months' 
men,  retained  in  service  by  the  act,  shall  be  entitled,  within 
forty  days  from  the  date  of  the  act,  on  a  day  to  be  fixed  by 
the  commander  of  the  brigade,  to  reorganize  by  electing 
all  theii-  olBcers  whom  they  had  a  right  heretofore  to  elect. 

Companies,  battalions,  squailrons,  or  regiments  organized, 
or  in  process  of  organization,  by  authority  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  which  may,  within  thirty  days  from  the  pass- 
age of  the  act,  luivo  the  whole  number  of  men  necessary  to 
complete  theu'  organization  actually  enrolled,  not  includ- 
ing, however,  in  that  number  p>er sons  ncno  in  service,  shall  be 
mustered  into  the  sei-vico  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  be 
received  in  that  arm  of  the  service  in  wliich  they  were  au- 
thorized to  organize,  and  elect  their  company,  battalion, 
and  regimental  oflScers. 

To  enroll  the  persons  contemplated  by  the  act,  and  not 
now  in  service,  the  President  may,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Governors  of  the  States,  employ  State  officers;  if  such  con- 
eeut  cannot  be  obtained.  Confederate  officers  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President. 

Persons  not  now  in  service,  who  shall  he  enrolled,  shall 
be  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  different  com- 
panies of  the  State  from  which  such  persons  are  drawn, 
until  each  company  is  filled  to  its  maximum  number. 

Seamen  and  ordinary  seamen,  enrolled  under  the  act, 
may,  on  application  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  naval  service. 

If,  alter  filling  up  the  companies,  regiments,  battalions, 
and  squadrons  from  any  State,  there  shall  remain  any  of 
the  em'olled  men,  the  excess  shall  be  kept  as  a  reserve;  and 
at  stated  intervals,  not  exceeding  three  months,  details,  to 
be  made  by  lot,  shall  bo  drawn  from  the  reserve  to  keep  the 
companies  as  nearly  full  as  practicable.  The  persons  so 
reserved  remain  at  home  until  called  into  service,  and  re- 
ceive no  pay  until  actually  mustered  in.         , 

They  are  not,  while  at  home  in  reserve,  subject  to  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  except  that  if  they  wilfully  refuse 
to  obey  a  call  of  the  President,  they  shall  be  held  as  de- 
serters, and  punished  as  such. 

Whenever  the  President  shall  think  that  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  require  it,  he  may  call  into  active  service  the 
entire  reserve,  or  as  much  as  may  be  necessary,  and  they 
ehall  be  organized  under  such  rules  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  adopt,  and  shall  elect  their  field  and  company  officers. 

The  reserves  ftom  each  State,  when  thus  called  out,  shall 
be  organized  separately. 

Every  man  mustered  into  service,  who  shall  bring  with 
him  a  musket,  shot  gun,  rifle  or  carbine  accepted  as  an 
efficient  weapon,  shall  receive  the  value  of  it  as  ascertained 
by  the  mustering  officer  under  such  regulations  as  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  may  prescribe,  or  if  the  owner  be  unwilling 
to  sell,  he  shall  receive  81  a  month  for  the  use  of  such 
arm. 

Persons  not  liable  to  duty  may  be  received  as  substi- 


tutes, under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may 
prescribe. 

Vacancies  may  be  filled  by  the  President  from  the  com- 
pany, battalion,  squadi'on  or  regiment  in  which  such 
vacancies  occur,  by  promotion  according  to  seniority,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  disability  or  other  incompetency. 

The  President  may,  however,  fill  a  vacancy  by  promoting 
any  officer  of  the  coriipany,  battalion,  squadron,  or  regi- 
ment, who  may  have  been  distinguished  in  the  service  by  • 
valor  and  skill,  without  reference  to  seniority.  Vacancies 
in  the  lowest  grade  of  commissioned  officers  of  a  company 
shall  be  filled  by  election,  or  the  President  may  promote  to 
such  vacancies  non-commissioned  officers  who  have  dlstio- 
guished  themselves  by  skill  and  valor  in  the  service.  Per- 
sons not  now  in  service  may,  before  being  enrolled,  volui> 
teer  with  existing  companies  now  in  service. 


DAVIS  S   CONSCRIPTION   PROCLAMATION. 
[From  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  July  18, 1863.] 

PEOCLAMATION  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Whereas,  It  is  provided  by  au  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  further  provide  for  the  public  defence,"  ap- 
proved on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1862,  and  by  another  act 
of  Congress,  approved  on  the  27th  September,  1862,  ett- 
titled  "  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  antitled  '  An  Act  to  pro- 
vide further  for  the  pulilic  defence,' "  approved  16th  April, 
1862,  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  call  out  and  place 
in  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  for  three 
years,  unless  the  war  shall  have  been  sooner  ended,  aU 
tvhite  men  tvho  are  residents  of  the  Confederate  States  be- 
tween the  ages  of  IS  arid  45  years,  at  the  time  the  call  may 
be  made,  and  who  are  not  at  such  tim^  legally  exempted  from 
military  service,  or  siach  jjart  thereof  as  in  his  judgment 
may  be  necessary  to  the  public  defence ;  and 

^VTaereas,  in  my  judgment  the  necessities  of  the  public 
defence  require  that  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
between  the  ages  aforesaid,  should  now  be  called  out  to  do 
his  duty  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  and  in  driving  back 
the  invaders  now  within  the  limits  of  the  Confederacy : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  do,  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
vested  in  me  as  aforesaid,  call  out  and  place  in  the  military 
service  of  the  Confederate  States  all  white  men  residents 
of  said  States,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-flvo 
years,  not  legally  exempted  from  military  service ;  and  I 
do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  all  persons  subject  to  this 
call,  and  not  now  in  the  military  service,  do,  upon  being 
enrolled,  forthwith  repair  to  the  conscript  camps  established 
in  the  respective  States  of  which  they  may  be  residents, 
under  pain  of  being  held  and  punished  as  deserters  in  the 
event  of  their  failure  to  obey  this  call,  as  provided  in  said 
laws. 

And  I  do  further  order  and  direct  that  the  enrolling  oflS- 
cers  of  the  several  States  proceed  at  once  to  enroll  all 
persons  embraced  within  the  terms  of  this  proclamation, 
and  not  heretofore  enrolled. 

And  I  do  further  order  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  embraced  within  this  call  to  volunteer  for  service 
before  enrollment,  and  that  persons  so  volunteering  be  aV» 
lowed  to  select  tlie  arm  of  service  and  the  company  which 
they  desire  to  join,  provided  such  company  be  deficient  in 
the  full  number  of  men  allowed  by  law  for  its  organizatioiw 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  at  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  this  15th 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  186-3. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

By  the  President: .  J.  P.  Benjasun,  Sec.  opiate. 

orders  under  the  conscription  act. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  Richmond, 
July  20,  \%QZ.—Ge)ieral  Orders,  No.  98.— I.  All  white  male 
residents  of  the  Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  forty-five,  not  exempted  by  law,  and  not 
already  in  the  service,  will  be  em-oUed.  Persons  liablo 
to  enrollment  may  be  enrolled  wherever  they  may  bo 
found. 

II.  The  first  paragraph  of  General  Order  No.  86,  current 
series,  is  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows :  companies,  bat- 
talions and  regiments  composed  of  persons  not  within  the 
age  of  conscription,  (eighteen  and  forty-five,)  will  be  ac- 
cepted as  volunteers  throughout  the  Confederacy,  under  the 
act  of  August  21,  1861,  (No.  209,)  for  local  defence  and 
special  service,  Those  persons  belonging  to  such  organiza- 
tions, who  are  of  conscript  age,  and  neither  exempted  by 
law,  nor  already  in  the  service,  will  be  dischai-ged,  and  r^ 
ported  to  the  bureau  of  conscription  for  enrollment. 

III.  The  following  regulation  will  be  in  adcUtion  to  those 
heretofore  published  in  regard  to  substitutes:  Ibreafter 
every  person  furnishing  a  substitute,  in  accordance  witl» 
existing  regulations,  shall  become  liable  to,  and  bo  immedi- 
ately enrolled  for  military  duty,  upon  the  loss  of  the  ser* 
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Tices  of  the  substitute  furnished  by  him  from  any  cause 
other  than  the  casualties  of  war. 

By  order,  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Imiiector  General. 

1864,  February.  The  second  conscription 
bill  became  a  law. 

The  Richmond  Sentinel  of  February  17,  1864, 
contains  a  synopsis  of  what  is  called  the  mili- 
tary bill,  heretofore  forbidden  to  be  printed : 

The  first  section  provides  that  all  white  men  residents  of 
the  Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and 
fifty,  shall  be  in  the  milit;iry  service  for  the  war. 

The  second  section  pi-ovides  that  all  between  eighteen  and 
forty-five,  now  in  service,  shall  be  continued  during  the  war 
in  the  same  regiments,  battalions,  and  companies  to  which 
they  belong  at  the  passage  of  this  act,  with  the  organization, 
officers,  (fee,  provided  that  companies  from  one  State  organ- 
ized against  their  consent,  expressed  at  the  time,  with  re- 
grets, &c.,  from  another  State,  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
being  transferred  to  the  same  arm  in  a  regiment  from  their 
own  State,  and  men  can  be  transferred  to  a  company  from 
their  own  State. 

Section  three  gives  a  bounty  eight  months  hence  of  $100 
in  rebel  bonds. 

Section  four  provides  that  no  person  shall  be  relieved 
fiom  the  operations  of  this  act  heretofore  discharged  for  dis- 
ability, n'/r  shall  those  who  furnislied  substitutes  be  exempted, 
where  no  disability  now  exists ;  but  exempts  religious  per- 
sons who  have  paid  an  exemption  tax. 

Section  five  provides  for  the  enrolling  of  all  white  male 
residents  of  tlie  Confederate  States  between  seventeen  and 
eighteen,  and  forty-five  and  fifty,  at  such  time  and  under 
Buch  regulations  as  the  President  may  prescribe ;  time  al- 
lowed east  of  the  Mississippi  thirty,  and  west  sixty  days; 
any  person  failing  to  em-oll  without  good  excuse  shall  be 
placed  in  the  field  for  the  war  as  if  he  were  between  eighteen 
and  forty-five.  Persons  mentioned  in  this  section  shall  con- 
stitute a  reserve  for  State  defence  and  detail  dutj',  and  not 
required  to  perform  service  out  of  the  State  in  wliich  they 
reside. 

Section  seven  provides  that  any  person  who  shall  fail  to 
attend  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  not  excused  by  him,  shall  be  liable  to  be  placed 
iu  the  field  service  for  the  war. 

Section  eight  declares  that  hereafter  all  positions  as 
clerks,  guards,  agents,  emploj'ees,  or  laborers  on  provost, 
hospital,  or  ordnance  duty,  or  in  the  Quartermaster  or  Com- 
missary Departments,  and  all  similar  duties,  shall  be  filled 
by  sucli  persons  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  Ibrti'-five 
as  may  be  declared  by  a  board  of  examining  sui'geons  to  be 
unfit  for  active  field  service,  and  when  these  are  exhausted, 
then  from  those  between  seventeen  and  eighteen,  and  forty- 
five  and  fifty :  provided  that  the  President  may  detail  arti- 
sans, mechanics,  or  persons  of  scientific  skill  to  perform 
indispensable  duties  in  the  bureaux  herein  named. 

The  tenth  section  provides  that  no  person  shall  be  ex- 
empt except  the  following :  ministers,  superintendents  of 
deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  or  insane  asylums ;  one  editor  to 
each  newspaper,  and  such  employees  as  he  may  swear  to  be 
indispensable ;  the  Confederate  and  State  public  printers, 
and  the  journeymen  printers  necessary  to  perform  the 
public  printing ;  one  apothecary  to  each  drug  store,  who 
was  and  has  been  continuously  doing  business  as  such  since 
Octolier  10, 1802 ;  physicians  over  30  years  of  age  of  seven 
years'  practice,  not  including  dentists;  presidents  and 
teachers  of  colleges,  academies,  and  schools,  who  have  not 
lass  than  30  pupils;  superintendents  of  public  hospitals 
established  by  law,  and  such  physicians  and  nurses  as  may 
be  indispensable  for  their  eflicient  management. 

One  agriculturist  on  each  farm  where  there  is  no  white 
male  adult  not  liable  to  duty  employing  fifteen  able-bodied 
slaves,  between  10  and  50  years  of  age,  upon  the  following 
conditions : 

The  party  exempted  shall  give  bonds  to  deliver  to  the 
Government  in  the  next  twelve  mouths,  100  pounds  of 
bacon,  or  its  equivalent  in  salt  pork,  at  Government  selec- 
tion, and  100  pounds  of  beef  for  each  such  able-bodied  slave 
employed  on  said  farm,  at  commissioner's  rates. 

In  certain  cases  this  may  be  commuted  in  grain  or  other 
provisions. 

The  person  shall  further  bind  himself  to  sell  all  surplus 
provisons  now  on  hand,  or  which  he  may  raise,  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  families  of  soldiers,  at  commissioner's 
rates,  the  person  to  be  allowed  a  credit  of  25  per  cent,  on 
any  amount  he  may  deliver  in  three  months  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act ;  Provided  that  no  cm-oUment  since  Feb.  1, 
1864,  shall  deprive  the  person  enrolled  from  the  benefit  of 
this  exemption. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Secretai-y  of  War  is  au- 
thorized to  make  such  details  as  the  public  security  re- 
quires. 


The  officers  and  employees  of  railroad  companies  en- 
gaged in  military  transportation,  not  beyond  one  for  each 
mile  used  in  such  transportation,  and  under  certain  restric- 
tions.   Also,  exempts  mail  contractors  and  carriers. 

The  eleventh  section  authorizes  the  President  to  detail 
either  from  between  45  and  50  or  from  the  army  in  the 
field  when  necessity  requires  it,  and  may,  when  he  thinks 
proper,  revoke  such  details.  Provided,  that  he  shall  not 
exempt  or  detail  any  contractor  for  furnishing  supplies, 
&c.,  by  reason  of  such  contract,  except  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment shall  certify  that  such  exemption  is  indispensa- 
ble ;  the  exemption  to  cease  if  the  contractor  fails  to  com- 
ply with  his  contract. 

The  twefth  section  declares  that  the  Board  of  Surgeons 
shall  not  be  appointed  from  the  county  or  district  in  which 
they  are  required  to  make  examinations. 

The  vote  in  the  House  of  Respresentatives 
was — ^yeas,  41 ;  nays,  31. 

GUERRILLAS. 

18G2,  April  21 — The  President  was  authorized 
to  commission  such  ofBcers  as  he  may  deeiii 
proper,  with  authority  to  form  bands  of  parti- 
san rangers,  in  companies,  battalions  or  regi- 
ments, either  as  infantry  or  cavalry,  to  receive 
the  same  pay,  rations,  and  quarters,  and  be 
subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  other  soldiers. 
For  any  arms  and  munitions  of  war  captured 
from  the  enemy  by  any  body  of  partisan  ran- 
gers, and  delivered  to  any  quartermaster  at 
designated  place,  the  rangers  shall  be  paid  their 
full  value.* 

The  following  resolution,  in  relation  to  parti- 
san service,  was  adopted  by  the  Virginia  Legis- 
lature, May  17,  1862  : 

Whereas,  this  General  Assembly  places  a  high  estimate 
upon  the  value  of  the  ranger  or  partisan  service  in  prose- 
cuting the  present  war  to  a  successful  issue,  and  regards  it 
as  perfectly  legitimate;  and  it  being  understood  that  a 
Federal  commander  on  the  northern  border  of  Virginia  has 
intimated  his  pui-pose,  if  such  service  is  not  discontinued, 
to  lay  waste  by  fire  the  portion  of  our  territory  at  present 
under  his  power. 

Jicsolved  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  in  its  opinion, 
the  policy  of  employing  such  rangers  and  partisans  ought 
to  be  carried  out  energetically,  both  by  the  authorities  of 
this  State  and  of  the  Confederate  States,  without  the  slightest 
regai'd  to  such  thi-eats. 

By  another  act,  the  President  was  authorized, 
in  addition  to  the  volunteer  force  authorized 
under  existing  laws,  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers  who  may  offer  them,  without  regard 


*  1804,  February  15— Repealed  the  above  act,  but  pro- 
vided for  coutinuing  organizations  of  partisan  rangers  act- 
ing as  regular  cavalry  and  so  to  continue ;  and  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  provide  for  uniting  all  bands  of 
partisan  rangers  with  otlier  organizations  and  bringing 
them  under  the  general  discipline  of  the  provisional  army. 
The  act  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Wiir,  in  his  discretion, 
to  exempt  from  its  operation  such  companies  as  are  serving 
within  the  lines  of  the  enemy. 

In  a  late  cavalry  raid  by  Col.  Lowell,  towards  Upperville, 
Va.,  Lieut.  Henry  E.  Alvord,  of  the  Second  Massachusetts 
Cavalry,  captured  Major  Moseby's  private  papers,  and 
found  his  commission  as  major  of  guerrillas,  which  is  as 
follows : 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 
Richmond,  March  26, 18(33. — You  are  hereby  informed  that 
the  President  has  confeiTed  upon  you  the  rank  of  Major  of 
Partisan  Hangers,  imder  the  act  approved  April  21,  1862,  in 
the  Pro-visional  Ai-my  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  date  as 
such  from  the  26ih  of  March,  1863.  Immediately  on  receipt 
thereof  please  communicate  to  this  Department,  to  the 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  announcing  yom'  accept- 
ance of  said-appointment.  With  your  letter  of  acceptance 
to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  you  will  fill  up 
properly  the  enclosed  oath,  and  subscribe  and  swear  to  it; 
at  the  same  time  state  your  age,  residence,  and  when  ap- 
pointed, and  the  State  in  which  you  were  born.  Should 
you  accept,  report  for  duty  to  General  R.  E.  Lee. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON,  Secretary  of  War. 
Major  John  Mosebt. 
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to  the  place  of  enlistment,  to  serve  for  and 
during  the  existing  war. 

1862,  May  27 — Maj.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd  was 
authorized  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  to 
raise  ten  thousand  men,  not  now  in  service  or 
liable  to  draft,  for  twelve  months. 

1862,  September  27  —  The  President  was 
authorized  to  call  out  and  place  in  the  military 
service  for  three  years,  all  white  men  who  are 
residents,  between  the  ages  of  thirty-five  and 
forty-five,  at  the  time  the  call  may  be  made, 
not  legally  exempt.  And  such  authority  shall 
exist  in  the  President,  during  the  present  war, 
as  to  all  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter 
may  become  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  all  per- 
sons between  eighteen  and  forty-five,  once  en- 
rolled, shall  serve  their  full  time. 

THE    TWENTY-NEGRO   EXEMPTION  LAW. 

1862,  October  11 — Exempted  certain  classes, 
described  in  the  repealing  law  of  the  next  ses- 
sion, as  follows  : 

The  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  with  an  act  passed  by 
the  Confederate  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  by  which  per- 
Bona  owning  a  certain  number  of  slaves  were  exemjited 
from  the  operation  of  the  conscrijition  law,  has  led  the 
members  at  the  present  session  to  reconsider  their  work, 
and  already  one  branch  has  passed  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  obnoxious  law.    This  bill  provides  as  follows : 

"  27(6  Cfmgrcss  of  the  Confederate  States  do  enact,  That  so 
much  of  the  act  approved  October  11, 1862,  as  exempts  from 
miliary  service  '  one  person,  cither  as  agent,  owner,  or  oyc.t- 
soer,  on  each  plantation  on  which  one  white  person  is  re- 
quired to  bo  kept  by  tho  laws  or  ordinances  of  any  State, 
and  on  which  there  is  no  white  male  adult  not  liable  to 
military  service,  and  in  States  having  no  such  law,  one  por- 
6on,  as  agent,  owner,  or  overseer  on  such  plantation  of 
twenty  negroes,  and  on  which  there  is  no  white  male  adult 
not  liable  to  military  service ;'  and  also  the  following  clause 
in  said  act,  to  wit :  '  and  furthermore,  for  additional  police 
of  every  twenty  negroes,  on  two  or  more  plfintations,  within 
five  miles  of  each  other,  and  each  having  less  than  twenty 
negroes,  and  on  which  there  is  no  white  male  adult  not 
liable  to  military  duty,  one  person,  being  the  oldest  of  the 
owners  or  overseers  on  such  plantations,'  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  repealed ;  and  the  persons  so  hitherto  exempted 
by  said  clauses  of  said  act  are  hereby  made  suliject  to  mili- 
tary duty  in  the  same  manner  that  they  would  be  had  said 
clauses  never  been  embraced  in  said  act." 

RESTKICTIONS    UPON    VOLUNTEERING. 

From  the  Richmond  Examiner,  January  30, 
1864: 

General  Orders  have  been  issued  in  the  Adjutant  General's 
office,  instructing  tho  enrolling  officers  to  proceed  as  rapidly 
as  possil)le  with  the  now  conscriiJtion.  Tho  privilege  of 
volunteering^  is  resft-icted  in  these  orders  by  two  important 
conditions : 

"1.  Tho  company  selected  must  have  been  in  service  on 
the  IGth  of  April,  iS&2. 

"  2.  Tlie  company  selected  must  be,  at  the  time  of  volun- 
teering, below  the  minimum  number  prescribed  by  regula- 
tions." 

JUDICIAL   RULINGS    UPON    CONSCRIPTION. 

The  Richmond  papers  of  March.  1864,  men- 
tion the  following  decision  in  reference  to  the 
conscription  act : 

"  In  the  case  of  J.  R.  P.  Borroughs  vs.  T.  G.  Peyton,  and 
L.  P.  Alirahams  vs.  tho  same,  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  Vir- 
ginia on  yesterday  rendered  a  decision.  These  cases  came 
before  tho  coiu't  on  habeas  corpus,  the  plaintiffs  praying  to 
bo  discharged  from  tho  custody  of  the  conscript  officer,  on 
tho  ground  that  they  had  furnished  substitutes — the  one 
under  th(>  t?t:ito  law  of  February,  1802,  the  other  the  Con- 
federate States  law. 

''The  court  unanimously  rejected  the  petitions  in  both 
cases,  and  renuindcil  ihi>  jiarties  to  the  military  officer. 
The  opinion  was  delivered  by  .ludge  William  J.  Koliertson, 
and  is  able  and  elaborate.  It  brought  under  review  tho 
coustituti'Uiality  both  of  the  conscript  law  and  that  repeal- 
ing tlio  exemptions  of  such  conscripts  a.s  have  furnished 
Bubstitutes,  and  it  fully  sustained  tho  action  of  Congress  in 


both  instances.  The  conscript  law  is  a  legitimate  exercis© 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  raise  armies,  which  is  distinct 
from  and  additional  to  the  power  to  employ  the  miUtia  of 
the  country.  The  privilege  of  putting  Ln  substitutes,  until 
recently  allowed,  was  an  act  of  grace  and  favor  to  the  citi- 
zen, and  not  a  contract  in  any  respect  to  which  the  Gov- 
ernment was  a  i^arty. 

"Nor  would  the  Government  have  had  a  right  to  make 
such  contract  as  in  this  case  is  contended  for.  As  an  act  of 
grace  it  was,  of  course,  repealablo  at  tho  will  of  Congress. 
Even  if  Congress  had  had  tho  power  to  make  such  contract, 
and  had  exercised  it,  yet  the  contUtions  necessarily  attach- 
ing would  have  rendered  the  contract  repealablo  if,  in  the 
judgment  of  Congress,  the  exigencies  of  the  country  re- 
quired it.  Congress  was  the  sole  judge  of  a  public  neces- 
sity of  this  nature,  and  the  preamble  to  the  law  repeali' 
substitutions  recognized  this." 

STATE    RIGHTS    AND    PERSONAL    LIBERTY. 

The  Macon  (Georgia)  Tele/jraph  gives  the  points  of  the.' 
first  legal  decision  made  in  the  State  of  Georgia  under  tha 
act  of  tlio  Confederate  Congress  repealing  the  substitute 
law,  and  compelling  those  who  had  furnished  substitutea 
to  go  into  the  army.  It  is  tho  judgment  of  Judge  Loch- 
rane,  of  the  Superior  Court  for  Macon  Circuit,  and  was 
delivered  on  the  11th  of  February,  in  the  case  of  Dennis 
Daley  and  Philip  Fitzgerald,  and  is  interesting  as  showing 
what  are  helil  to  be  State-rights  and  personal  liberty  in  the 
Confederate  States.    We  quote : 

"Judge  Lochrane  held  it  was  not  only  the  right,  but  the 
duty  of  a  nation  to  prot  ect  itself,  and  tliat  any  contract  or 
right  flowing  out  of  the  operation  of  law  which  came  in 
conflict  with  the  preservation  of  tho  State,  was  an  uncon- 
stitutional act — not  obligatory  on  the  law-making  power, 
and  wthiu  the  constitutional  jjower  of  the  Government  to 
repeal. 

"  That  the  act  allowing  substitutes  was  to  be  regarded  as 
a  contract  dischiirging  principals  from  being  called  into 
the  service.  It  was  tlien  a  contract  that  tiie  principal 
should  not  fight  in  the  defence  of  the  country  when  it  was 
endangered,  and  such  contract  was  unauthorized  by  every 
principle  of  constitutional  law.  If  our  first  Congress  had 
agreed  to  exempt  all  men  from  taxation  during  the  war 
who  paid  into  the  treasury  $500,  such  exemption  could 
have  tiecn  set  aside  by  any  subsequent  legislature,  when 
the  public  safety  and  self-preservation  of  the  Government 
demand  it. 

"  Ho  held  that  the  interest  of  every  citizen  was  tho  same 
as  that  of  the  Government  of  which  he  formed  a  part,  and 
the  military  service  rendered  by  tho  substitute  was  just  aa 
much  rendered  to  the  principal  as  a  citizen  of  thi  Govern- 
ment itself — his  life,  his  honor,  his  property,  and  his  liberty 
were  defended  by  the  act,  and  the  consideration  enured  to 
him  as  a  member  of  tho  society  which  composed  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

"  Conti-acts  and  vested  rights  must  all  bend  to  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  Government,  of  which  tho  legislature  was  the 
judge,  and  any  act  of  the  Legislature  contravening  the  pub- 
lic interest  may  be  repealed  when  the  safety  of  the  people 
becomes  the  supremo  law. 

"The  vested  rights  of  fathers  may  bo  annulled  over  their 
minor  childi-en,  to  make  them  sokhers  when  the  public 
interests  demand  it,  and  tho  law-making  power  has  so 
declared. 

"  All  rights,  all  property,  all  persons  who  are  citizens  of  a 
Government,  may  bo  used  by  tho  Government  in  tune  of 
war,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  courts  to  sustain  tlie  Govern- 
ment in  the  appropriation  of  the  means  exercised  right- 
fully by  the  Legislature  to  protect  tho  whole  people  trom 
subjugation  and  ruin." 

1864,  March  22  — The  Supreme  Court  of 
Georgia  are  reported  as  having,  to-day,  unani- 
mously aflJrmed  the  constitutionality  of  the 
anti-substitute  law. 

IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
[From  Richmond  Sentinel,  March  8, 1864.] 
Habeas  Corpus  Writs  Refused.— Tho  Raleigh  Confedemte 
states  that  Judge  Battle  has  lately  refused  to  issue  WTits  of 
habeas  corpus  in  a  inunber  of  cases  when  appUed  for  by  per- 
sons who  liad  placed  substitutes  in  tho  army,  on  the  gi-oimd 
that  tho  writ  was  suspended  in  all  such  Ciisea  by  the  late  act 
of  Congress.  It  also  learns  that  Buch  is  tho  opinion  of  Judge 
Manly.  Judges  Pearson,  Battle,  and  Manly  constitute  the 
Supreme  Court  of  North  CaroUna,  and  as  two  of  the  three 
judges  sustain  the  Govermnent  in  the  suspension  of  tho 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  tho  final  decision  of  tho  matter 
agiiinst  the  substitute  men  is  only  a  question  of  time. 

Judge  Pearson  is  said  to  hold  the  coatraxj 
opinion. 
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MARTIAL    LAW. 

March  1,  1862 — Jefferson  Davis  Presideat, 
"by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  bim  by  law 
to  declare  the  suspension  of  the  privileges  of 
the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  in  cities  threatened 
with  invasion,"  proclaimed  that  martial  law 
was  extended  over  Richmond  and  the  adjoin- 
ing country  to  the  extent  of  ten  miles.  He 
prohibited  all  distillation  of  spirituous  liquors, 
and  directed  that  the  distilleries  be  forthwith 
closed  and  the  establishments  for  the  sale 
thereof  closed.  Many  Union  men  were  arrested 
at  once  and  imprisonrd. 

April  8,  1862,  Davis  issued  a  proclamation 
extending  martial  law  over  East  Tennessee  and 
suspending  all  civil  jurisdiction  and  the  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus.  Col.  W.  M.  Churchwell  was 
made  provost  marshal  and  was  charged  with 
the  execution  of  the  proclamation. 

May  3,  1862,  Davis  issued  a  like  proclama- 
tion with  reference  to  the  counties  of  Lee, 
Wise,  Buchanan,  McDowell,  and  Wyoming  in 
Virginia,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen. 
Humphrey  Marshall. 

August  14,  1861,  Davis  issued  this 

PROCLAMATION    OF    BANISHMENT  '. 

Whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica did,  by  an  act  approved  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1801 , 
entitled  "  An  act  respecting  alien  enemies,"  make  provision 
that  proclamation  should  be  issued  by  the  President  in  re- 
lation to  alien  enemies,  and  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  said  act : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation : 
and  I  do  hereby  warn  and  require  every  male  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  ago  of  fourteen  years  and  upwards,  now 
within  the  Confederate  States,  and  adhering  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  acknowledging  the  authority 
of  the  same,  and  not  being  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States, 
to  depart  from  the  Confederate  States  witliin  forty  days  from 
the  date  of  this  proclamation.  And  I  do  warn  all  persons 
above  described,  who  shall  remain  within  the  Confederate 
States  after  the  expiration  of  said  period  of  forty  days,  that 
they  will  bo  treated  as  alien  enemies. 

Provided,  however.  That  this  proclamation  shall  not  be 
considered  as  applicable,  during  the  existing  war,  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States  residing  within  the  Confederate  States 
with  intent  to  become  citizens  thereof,  and  who  shall  make 
declaration  of  such  intention  in  due  form,  acknowledging 
the  authority  of  this  Government ;  nor  shall  this  proclamation 
be  considered  as  extending  to  the  States  of  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Kentucky,  Missouri,  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
Territories  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  and  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory south  of  Kansas,  wlie  shall  not  be  chargeable  with 
actual  hostility  or  other  crime  against  the  puljlic  safety,  and 
who  shall  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Government  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim  and  make  known  that  I  have 
established  the  rules  and  regulations  hereto  annexed  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  said  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  at  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  the  l-tth  day 
of  August,  A.  D.  1861. 

By  the  President:  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State. 

TO  THE  DISAFFECTED  PEOPLE  OF  EAST  TENNESSEE. 

The  undersigned,  in  executing  martial  law  in  this  Depart- 
ment, assures  those  interested  who  have  fled  to  the  enemy's 
lines,  and  who  are  actually  in  their  army,  that  he  T\ill  wel- 
come their  return  to  their  homes  and  families ;  they  are  of- 
fered annesty  and  protection  if  they  come  to  lay  down  their 
arms  and  act  as  loyal  citizens  within  the  thirty  days  given 
them  by  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Kikbt  Smith  to  do  so. 

At  the  end  of  that  time,  those  failing  to  return  to  their 
homes  and  accept  the  amnesty  thus  offered,  and  provide  for 
and  protect  their  wives  and  children  in  East  Tennessee,  \vill 
have  them  sent  to  their  care  in  Kentucky,  or  beyond  the 
Confederate  State  lines,  at  their  own  expense. 

All  that  leave  after  this  date,  with  a  Icnowledge  of  the 
above  facts,  will  have  their  families  sent  immediately  after 
them. 

The  women  and  children  must  be  taken  care  of  by  husbands 


and  fathers,  either  in  East  Tennessee  or  in  the  Lincoln  Gov* 
ernment. 

W.  M.  CHURCHWELL, 

Colonel  and  Provost  Marshal. 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  April  23, 1862. 

STRENGTH    OF    THE    REBEL    ARMY. 

1864,  Jan.  30. — In  debating  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  Substitute  Exemption  bill,  Mr.  Wm.  N.  H. 
Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  the  "  Confed- 
<  rates  "  had  at  this  time  four  hundred  thousand 
men  on  their  muster  roll  "  of  whom  probably 
one  half  were  not  there,  and  it  was  well  known 
we  were  unable  to  feed  the  fractional  part  who 
were,  in  the  field." 

The  Richmond  Whig  of  Jan.  1,  1864,  allu- 
ding to  the  passage  of  the  above  named  bill, 
has  these  comments  :  ■* 

We  wish  at  this  time  only  to  make  some  passing  com- 
ments upon  the  tone  manifested  in  Congress  in  the  debates 
upon  this  measm-e.  A  Senator  (Mi-.  Orr  of  S.  C,)  among 
other  objections  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  gravely  questioned 
its  legality. 

"  If  the  pending  bill  becomes  a  law,"  said  Mr.  0.,  "  there 
wiU  be  great  difficulty  in  executing  it,  by  reason  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Courts  in  several  of  the  States.  We  must  ac- 
quiesce in  the  decisions  of  the  Courts,  or  resort  to  measures 
which  ho  was  not  prepared  for."  A  Senator  from  Missouri 
(Mr.  Clark,)  representing  a  constituency  wholly  beyond  the 
action  and  control  of  our  laws,  replied,  in  urging  its  passage, 
that  "  in  regard  to  tho  action  of  the  Courts,  steps  may  and 
should  be  taken  to  remove  the  subject  beyond  their  juris- 
diction." The  Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Blr.  Brown,)  goes 
further:  "We  should  not  defer  our  legislation  to  ccpnsult  the 
views  of  every  State  Judge — to  ascerfaiin  whether  he  will 
overthi-ow  it  or  not  by  his  judicial  decision.  We  have  high 
duties  to  perform.  Let  us  perform  them  without  reference 
to  State  Judges.  There  was  a  remedy  against  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  Courts,  in  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus." 

The  vote  of  Congress  upon  this  measure  shows  to  what 
extent  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  are  getting  to  bl 
disregarded  in  the  Legislative  branch,  and  how  far  revolu- 
iionarg  sentiment  already  prevails  in  timt  body.  The  strength 
of  the  popular  respect  for  our  Government,  and  the  good 
sense  of  the  quiet  masses,  may  for  tho  moment  allow  such 
declarations  to  pass  without  disturbance.  The  httlo  respect 
in  wliich  substitute  men  are  hold  may  influence  a  temporary 
acquiesenco  in  them.  But  the  intelligent  and  ardent  lover 
of  his  country  cannot  witness  such  proceedings  with  indif- 
ference, nor  tvill  lie,  with  submission. 

There  is  as  much  patriotism  and  intelligence  out  of  the 
halls  of  Congress  as  in  it,  and  the  tendency  of  the  legisla- 
tive and  executive  declarations  so  far  this  session  to  a  sub- 
version of  the  liberties  of  the  countrj'dnd  a  miUtary  despotism 
is  already  somng  the  seeds  of  a  counter  revolution.  Oi«' 
people  claim  it  as  their  right,  as  tho  duty  of  tho  General 
Government  to  insure  to  them,  as  the  basis  of  the  compact 
by  which  they  have  associated  together,  that  the  Confederacy 
is  but  a  community  of  sovereign  States.  They  look  to  the 
Constitution  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  Confederacy.  They 
regard  it  as  among  the  blessings  for  which  they  are  indebted 
to  their  ancestry  that  they  transmitted  to  us  a  written  Con- 
stitution. It  received  the  plighted  f;uth  of  our  fathers.  It 
is  the  hope  of  oiu-  posterity.  To  argue  questions  outside  or 
above  it  is  but  to  assail  the  cause  of  law,  of  right,  and  order. 

Meeting  of  the  Thirty-Seventh.  Con- 
gress. 

The  first  session  began  July  4, 1861,  and  closed  August  6, 
1861. 

The  second  session  began  December  2, 1861,  and  closed 
July  17, 1862. 

The  third  session  began  December  1,  1862,  and  closed 
Maich  4, 1863. 
Members  of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Congkess, 

March  4,  1861,  to  March  4,  1863. 
Hannibal  Hamlin,  of  Maine,  President. 
John  W.  Forney,  of  Pennsylvania,  Secretary. 

SENATORS. 

Maine — Lot  M.  Morrill,  William  P.  Fessen- 
den. 

New  Hampshire  —  John  P.  Hale,  Paniel 
Clark.  J 
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Vermont — Solomon  Foot,  Jacob  CoUamer. 

Massachusutts — Charles  Sumner,  Henry 
Wilson. 

Rhode  Island — James  F.  Simmons,*  Henry 
B.  Anthony. 

Connecticut — James  Dixon,  Lafayette  S. 
Foster. 

New  Yoek — Preston  King,  Ira  Harris. 

New  Jersey — John  R.  Thomson,*  John  0. 
Ten  Eyck. 

Pennsylvania — David  Wilmot,  Edgar  Cow- 
an. 

Delaware — James  A.  Bayard,  Willard  Saula- 
bury. 

Maryland — Anthony  Kennedy,  James  A. 
Pearce.* 

Virginia.  * 

Ohio — Benjamin  F.  Wade,  John  Sherman. 

Kentucky — Lazarus  W.  Powell,  John  C. 
Breckinridge.* 

Tennessee — Andrew  Johnson. 

Indiana — Jesse  D.  Bright,*  Henry  S.  Lane. 

Illinois — Orville  H.  Browning,*  Lyman 
Trumbull. 

Missouri — Trusten  Polk,*  Waldo  P.  John- 
son.* 

Michigan — Zachariah  Chandler,  Kinsley  S. 
Bingham.* 

Iowa — James  W.  Grimes,  James  Harlan. 

Wisconsin — James  R.  Doolittle,  Timothy  0. 
Howe. 

California — Milton  S.  Latham,  James  A. 
McDougall. 

Minnesota — Henry  M.  Rice,  Morton  S.  Wil- 
kinson. 

Oregon — Edward  D.  Baker,*  James  W.  Nes- 
mith. 

Kansas — James  H.  Lane,  Samuel  C.  Pomeroy. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Galusha  A.  Grow,  of  Pennsylvania,  Speaker. 
Emerson  Etheridge,  of  Tennessee,  Clerk. 

Maine — John  N.  Goodwin,  Charles  W.  Wal- 
ton,* Samuel  C.  Fessenden,  Anson  P.  Morrill, 
John  H.  Rice,  Frederick  A.  Pike. 

New  Hampshire — Gilman  Marston,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

Vermont — E.  P.  Walton,  Jr.,  Justin  S.  Mor- 
rill, Portus  Baxter. 

Massachusetts — Thomas  D.  Eliot,  James 
Buffinton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Alexander  H. 
Rice,  William  Appleton,*  John  B.  Alley,  Daniel 
W.  Gooch,  Charles  R.  Train,  Goldsmith  F. 
Bailey,*  Charles  Delano,  Henry  L.  Dawes. 

Rhode  Island — William  P.  Sheffield,  George 
H.  Browne. 

Connecticut — Dwight  Loomis,  James  E.  Eng- 
lish, Alfred  A.  Burnham,*  George  C.  Wood- 
ruff. 

New  York — Edward  H.  Smith,  Moses  F. 
Odell,  Benjamin  Wood,  James  E.  Kerrigan,  Wil- 
liam Wall,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Elijah  Ward, 
Isaac  C.  Delaplaine,  Edward  Haight,  Charles 
H.  Van  Wyck,  John  >B.  Steele,  Stephen  Baker, 
Abraham  B,  Oliu,  Erastus  Corning,  James  B. 
McKean,  William  A.  Wheeler,  Socrates  N.  Sher- 
man, Chauncey  Vibbard,  Richard  Franchot, 
Roscce  Conkling,   R.    Holland  Duell,    William 

*  See  mmnuraudum  at  end  of  list. 


E.  Lansing,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Charles  B. 
Sedgwick,  Theodore  M.  Pomeroy,  Jacob  P. 
Chamberlain,  Alexander  S.  Diven,  Robert  B. 
Van  Valkeaburgb,  Alfred  Ely,  Augustas  Frank, 
Burt  Van  Horn,  Elbridge  G.  Spaulding,  Reuben 
E.  Fenton. 

New  Jersey — John  T.  Nixon,  John  L.  N. 
Stratton,  William  G.  Steele,  George  T.  Cobb, 
Nehemiah  Perry. 

Pennsylvania — William  E.  Lehman,  Charles 
J.  Biddle,*  John  P.  Verree,  William  D.  Kelley, 
William  Morris  Davis,  John  Hickman,  Thomas 
B.  Cooper,*  Sydenham  E.  Ancona,  Thaddeus 
Slevens,  John  W.  Killinger,  James  H.  Camp- 
bell, Hendrick  B.  Wright,  Philip  Johnson,  Ga- 
lusha A  Grow,  James  T.  Hale,  Joseph  Baily, 
Edward  McPherson,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  John  Co- 
vode,  Jesse  Lazear,  James  K.  Moorhead,  Rob- 
ert McKnight,  John  W.  Wallace,  John  Patton, 
Elijah  Babbitt. 

Delaware — George  P.  Fisher. 

Maryland — John  W.  Crisfield,  Edwin  H. 
Webster,  Cornelius  L.  L.  Leary,  Henry  May, 
Francis  Thomas,  Charles  B.  Calvert. 

Virginia — Charles  H.  Upton,*  William  G. 
Brown,  John  S.  Carlile,*  Kellian  V.  Whaley, 
Joseph  Segar.* 

Ohio — George  H.  Pendleton,  John  A.  Gurley, 
Clement  L.  Vallandigham,  William  Allen,  Jas. 
M.  Ashley,  Chilton  A.  White,  Richard  A.  Har- 
rison, Samuel  Shellabarger,  Warren  P.  Noble, 
Carey  A.  Trimble,  Valentine  B.  Horton,  Samuel 
S.  Cox,  Samuel  T.  Worcester,  Harrison  G. 
Blake,  Robert  H.  Nugen,  William  P.  Cutler, 
James  R.  Morris,  Sidney  Edgerton,  Albert  G. 
Riddle,  John  Hutchias,  John  A.  Bingham. 

Kentucky — Henry  C.  Burnett,*  James  S. 
Jackson,*  Henry  Grider,  Aaron  Harding,  Chas. 
A.  Wickliffe,  George  W.  Dunlap,  Robert  Mal- 
lory,  John  J.  Crittenden,  William  H.  Wads- 
worth,  John  W.  Menzies. 

Tennessee — Horace  Maynard,*  Andrew  J. 
Clements,*  George  W.  Bridges.* 

Indiana — John  Law,  James  A.  Cravens,  W. 
McKee  Dunn,  William  S.  Holman,  George  W. 
Julian,  Albert  G.  Porter,  Daniel  W.  Voorhees, 
Albert  S.  White,  8chuyler  Colfax,  William 
Mitchell,  John  P.  C.  Shanks. 

Illinois — EUihu  B.  Washburne,  Isaac  N. 
Arnold,  Owen  Lovejoy,  William  Kellogg,  Wil- 
liam A.  Richardson,*  John  A.  McClernand,* 
James  C.  Robinson,  Philip  B.  Fouke,  John  A. 
Logan.* 

Missouri — Francis  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  James  3. 
Rollins,  John  B.  Clark,*  Elijah  H.  Norton, 
John  W.  Reid,*  John  S.  Phelps,*  John  W. 
Noell. 

Michigan — Bradley  F.  Granger,  Fernando  C. 
Beaman,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Rowland  E.  Trow- 
bridge. 

Iowa — Samuel  R.  Curtis,*  William  Vandever. 

Wisconsin — John  F.  Potter,  Luther  Han- 
chett,*  A.  Scott  Sloan. 

California — Timothy  G.  Phelps  and  Aaron 
A.  Sargent,  qualified  Dec.  2,  18G1  ;  and  Fred- 
erick F.  Low,  (now  Governor,)  June  3,  ISG'2. 

Minnesota — Cyrus  Aldrich, William  Windom. 

Oregon — Andrew  J.  Thayer.* 

Kansas — Martin  F.  Conway. 


*  Sec  memorandum  at  end  uf  lUt. 
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MBMOKANDUM   OP   CHANGES. 

The  following  changes  took  place  during  the 
Congress : 

IN    SENATE. 

Rhode  Island — 1862,  Dec.  1,  Samuel  G- 
Arnold  succeeded  James  F.  Simmons,  resigned. 

New  Jeksey— 1862,  Dec.  1,  Richard  S.  Field 
succeeded,  by  appointment,  John  R.  Thomson, 
deceased  Sept.  12,  1862.  1863,  Jan.  21,  James 
W.  Wall  succeeded,  by  election,  Richard  S. 
Field. 

Maryland — 1863,  Jan.  14,  Thomas  H.  Hicks, 
first  by  appointment  and  then  by  election,  suc- 
ceeded James  A.  Pearce,  deceased  Dec.  20,  1862. 

Virginia— 1861,  July  13,  John  S.  Carlile 
and  Waitraan  T.  Willey,  sworn  in  place  of 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter  and  James  M.  Mason, 
withdrawn  and  abdicated. 

Kentucky  — 1861,  Dec.  23,  Garrett  Dafis 
succeeded  John  C.  Bretkinridge,  expelled  De- 
cember 4. 

Indiana — 1862,  March  3,  Joseph  A.  Wright 
succeeded  Jesse  D.  Bright,  expelled  Feb.  5. 
1863,  Jan.  22,  David  TurpiQ  superseded,  by 
election,  Joseph  A.  Wright. 

Illinois — 1863,  Jan.  30,  William  A.  Richard- 
eon  superseded,  by  election,  0.  H.  Browning. 

Missouri— 1862,  Jan.  24,  R.  Wilson  suc- 
ceeded Waldo  P.  Johnson,  expelled  Jan.  10. 
1862,  Jan.  29,  John  B.  Henderson  succeeded 
Trusten  Polk,  expelled  Jan.  10. 

Michigan— 1862,  Jan.  17,  Jacob  M.  Howard 
BucceededK.  S.  Bingham,  deceased  Oct.  5,  1862. 

Oregon— 1862,  Dec.  1,  Benjamin  F.  Hard- 
ing succeeded  Edward  P.  Baker,  deceased  Oct. 
21,  1862. 

IN    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Maine — 1862,  December  1,  Thomas  A.  D. 
Fessenden  succeeded  Charles  W.  Walton,  re- 
signed May  26,  1862. 

Massachusetts — 1862,  December  1,  Amasa 
Walker  succeeded  Goldsmith  F.  Bailey,deceased 
May  8,  1862  ;  1861,  December  2,  Samuel  Hooper 
succeeded  William  Appleton,  resigned. 

Connecticut — 1861,  December  2,  Alfred  A. 
Burnham  qualified. 

Pennsylvania — 1861,  December  2,  Charles  J. 
Biddle  qualified  ;  1862,  June  3,  John  D.  Stiles 
succeeded  T.  B.  Cooper,  deceased  April  4, 1862. 

Virginia — 1861,  July  13,  John  S.  Carlile  re- 
signed to  take  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  1861,  De- 
cember 2,  Jacob  B.  Blair  succeeded  John  S. 
Carlile,  resigned;  1862,  February  28,  Charles 
H.  Upton  unseated  by  a  vote  of  the  House ; 
1862,  May  6,  Joseph  Segar  qualified. 

Kentucky — 1862,  December  1,  George  H. 
Yeaman  succeeded  James  S.  Jackson,  deceased; 

1862,  March    10,   Samuel   L.   Casey    succeeded 
Henry  C.  Burnett,  expelled  December  3,  1861. 

Tennessee — 1861,  December  2,  Horace  May- 
nard  qualified  ;  1862,  January  13,  Andrew  J. 
Clements  qualified  ;  1863,  February  25,  George 
W.  Bridges  qualified. 

Illinois— 1861,  December  12,  A.  L.  Knapp 
qualified,  in  place  of  J.  A.  McClernand,  re- 
signed;  1862,  June  2,  William  J.  Allen  quali- 
fied,  in  place  of   John  A.    Logan,    resigned ; 

1863,  January  30,  William  A.  Richardson  with- 
drew to  take  a  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Missouri — 1862,  January  21,  Thomas  L. 
Price  succeeded  John  W.  Reid,  expelled  De- 
cember 2,  1861  ;  1862,  January  20,  William  A. 
Hall  succeeded  John  B.  Clark,  expelled  July 
13,  1861 ;  1862,  May  9,  John  S.  Phelps  qualified. 

Iowa — 1861,  December  2,  James  F.  Wilson 
succeeded  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  resigned  August 
4,  1861. 

Wisconsin — 1863,  January  26,  Walter  D. 
Mclndoe  succeeded  Luther  Hanchett,  deceased 
November  24,  1862. 

Oregon— 1861,  July  30,  George  K.  Shiel 
succeeded  Andrew  J.  Thayer,  unseated. 

Louisiana — 1863,  February  17,  Michael 
Hahn  qualified;  1863,  February  23,  Benjamin 
F.  Flanders  qualified. 

President  Lincoln's  First  Message, 
July  4,  1861. 

Fellow- Citizens  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Having  been  convened  on  an  extraordinary 
occasion,  as  authorized  by  the  Constitution, 
your  attention  is  not  called  to  any  ordinary 
subject  of  legislation. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  Presidential 
term,  four  months  ago,  the  functions  of  the 
Federal  Government  were  found  to  be  generally 
suspended  within  the  several  States  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Lou- 
isiana, and  Florida,  excepting  only  those  of  the 
Post  Office  Department. 

Within  these  States,  all  the  forts,  arsenals, 
dock-yards,  custom-houses,  and  the  like,  inclu- 
ding the  movable  and  stationary  property  in 
and  about  them,  had  been  seized,  and  were  held 
in  open  hostility  to  this  Government,  excepting 
only  Forts  Pickens,  Tajlor,  and  Jefferson,  on 
and  near  the  Florida  coast,  and  Fort  Sumter,  in 
Charleston  harbor.  South  Carolina.  The  forts 
thus  seized  had  been  put  in  improved  condition ; 
new  ones  had  been  built,  and  armed  forces  had 
been  organized,  and  were  organizing,  all  avow- 
edly with  the  same  hostile  purpose. 

The  forts  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the 
Federal  Government  in  and  near  these  States 
were  either  besieged  or  menaced  by  warlike 
preparations,  and  especially  Fort  Sumter  was 
nearlj'  surrounded  by  well-protected  hostile 
batteries,  with  guns  equal  in  quality  to  the  best 
of  its  own,  and  outnumbering  the  latter  as  per- 
haps ten  to  one.  A  disproportionate  share  of 
the  Federal  muskets  and  rifles  had  somehow 
found  their  way  into  these  States,  and  had  been 
seized  to  be  used  against  the  Government.  Ac- 
cumulations of  the  public  revenue,  lying  within 
them,  had  been  seized  for  the  same  object.  The 
navy  was  scattered  in  distant  seas,  leaving  but 
a  very  small  part  of  it  within  the  immediate 
reach  of  the  Government  Officers  of  the  Fed- 
eral army  and  navy  had  resigned  in  great 
numbers;  and  of  those  resigning  a  large  pro- 
portion had  taken  up  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment. Simultaneously,  and  in  connection  with 
all  this,  the  purpose  to  sever  the  Federal  Union 
was  openly  avowed.  In  accordance  with  this 
purpose  an  ordinance  had  been  adopted  in  each 
of  these  States,  declaring  the  States,  respec- 
tively, to  be  separated  from  the  National  Union. 
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A  formula  for  instituting  a  combined  govern- 
ment of  these  States  had  been  promulgated; 
and  this  illegal  organization,  in  the  character 
of  Confederate  States,  was  already  invoking 
recognition,  aid,  and  intervention  from  foreign 
Powers. 

Finding  this  condition  of  things,  and  believ- 
ing it  to  be  an  imperative  duty  upon  the  in-* 
coming  Executive  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
consummation  of  such  attempt  to  destroy  the 
Federal  Union,  a  choice  of  means  to  that  end 
became  indispensable.  This  choice  was  made, 
and  was  declared  in  the  inaugural  address.  The 
policy  chosen  looked  to  the  exhaustion  of  all 
peaceful  measures  before  a  resort  to  any  stronger 
ones.  It  sought  only  to  hold  the  public  places 
and  property  not  already  wrested  from  the 
Government,  and  to  collect  the  revenue  ;  rely- 
ing for  the  rest  on  time,  discussion,  and  the 
ballot-box.  It  promised  a  continuance  of  the 
mails,  at  Government  expense,  to  the  very 
people  who  were  resisting  the  Government ; 
and  it  gave  repeated  pledges  against  any  dis- 
turbance to  any  of  the  people,  or  any  of  their 
rights.  Of  all  that  which  a  President  might 
constitutionally  and  justiiiably  do  in  such  a 
case,  everything  was  forborne  without  which 
it  was  believed  possible  to  keep  the  Government 
on  foot. 

On  the  5th  of  March  (the  present  incumbent's 
first  full  day  in  office)  a  letter  of  Major  Ander- 
son, commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  written  on 
the  28th  of  February,  and  received  at  the  War 
Department  on  the  4th  of  March,  was,  by  that 
Department,  placed  in  his  hands  This  letter 
expressed  the  professional  opinion  of  the  writer 
that  reinforcements  could  not  be  thrown  into 
that  fort  within  the  time  for  his  relief,  rendered 
necessary  by  the  limited  supply  of  provisions, 
and  with  a  view  of  holding  possession  of  the 
Bame,  with  a  force  of  less  than  twenty  thousand 
good  and  well-disciplined  men.  This  opinion 
was  concurred  in  by  all  the  officers  of  his  com- 
mand, and  their  memoranda  on  the  subject  were 
made  enclosures  of  Major  Anderson's  letter. 
The  whole  was  immediately  laid  before  Lieut. 
General  Scott,  who  at  once  concurred  with 
Major  Anderson  in  opinion.  On  rellection,  how- 
ever, he  took  full  time,  consulting  with  other 
ofEcers,  both  of  the  army  and  the  navy,  and,  at 
the  end  of  four  days,  came  reluctantly,  but 
decidedly,  to  the  same  conclusion  as  before.  He 
also  stated  at  the  same  time  that  no  such  suffi- 
cient force  was  then  at  the  control  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  could  be  raised  and  brought  to  the 
ground  within  the  time  when  the  provisions  in 
the  fort  would  be  exhausted.  In  a  purely  mi- 
litary point  of  view  this  reduced  the  duty  of 
the  Administration  in  the  case  to  mere  matter 
of  getting  the  garrison  safely  out  of  the  fort. 

It  was  believed,  however,  that  to  so  abandon 
that  position,  under  the  circumstances,  would 
be  utterly  ruinous ;  that  the  necessity  under 
which  it  was  to  be  done  would  not  be  fully  un- 
derstood ;  that  by  many  it  would  be  construed 
as  a  part  of  a  voluntary  policy ;  that  at  home 
it  would  discourage  tlie  friends  of  the  Union, 
embolden  its  adversaries,  and  go  far  to  insure 
to  the  latter  a  recognition  abroad  ;  that  in  fact 
it  would   be  our  national  destruction  consum- 


mated. This  could  not  be  allowed.  Starvation 
was  not  yet  upon  the  garrison  ;  and  ere  it  would 
be  reached  Fort  Pickens  might  be  re-inforced. 
This  last  would  be  a  clear  indication  of  policy, 
and  would  better  enable  the  country  to  accept 
the  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter  as  a  military  tii' 
cessity.  An  order  was  at  once  directed  to  be 
sent  for  the  landing  of  the  troops  from  the 
steamship  Brooklyn  into  Fort  Pickens.  This 
order  could  not  go  by  land,  but  must  take  the 
longer  and  slower  route  by  sea.  The  first  re- 
turn news  from  the  order  was  received  just  one 
week  before  the  foil  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  news 
itself  was  that  the  officer  commanding  the  Sa- 
bine, to  which  vessel  the  troops  had  been  trans* 
ferred  from  the  Brooklyn,  acting  upon  some 
quasi  armistice  of  the  late  Administration,  (and 
of  the  existence  of  which  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, up  to  the  time  the  order  was  disptUched, 
hjfd  only  too  vague  and  uncertain  rumors  to  fix 
attention,)  had  refused  to  land  the  troops.  To 
now  reinforce  Fort  Pickens,  before  a  crisis 
would  be  reached  at  Fort  Sumter,  was  impos- 
sible— rendered  so  by  the  near  exhaustion  of 
provisions  in  the  latter  named  fort.  In  pre- 
caution against  such  a  conjuncture  the  Govern- 
ment had,  a  few  days  before,  commenced  pre- 
paring an  expedition,  as  well  adapted  as  might 
be,  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter,  which  expedition 
was  intended  to  be  ultimately  used,  or  not,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  The  strongest  anti- 
cipated case  for  using  it  was  now  presented  ; 
and  it  was  resolved  to  send  it  forward.  As  had 
been  intended  in  this  contingency,  it  was 
resolved  to  notify  the  Governor  of  South  Caro- 
lina that  he  might  expect  an  attempt  would  be 
made  to  provision  the  fort  ;*  and  that  if  the  at- 
tempt should  not  be  resisted  there  would  be  no 
efl"ort  to  throw  in  men,  arms,  or  ammunit  ion,  with 
out  further  notice,  or  in  case  of  an  attack  upon 
the  fort.  This  notice  was  accordingly  given  ; 
whereupon  the  fort  was  attacked  and  bombarded 
to  its  fall,  without  even  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
the  provisioning  expedition. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  assault  upon  and  re- 
duction of  Fort  Sumter  was,  in  no  sense  a  mat- 
ter of  self-defence  on  the  part  of  the  assailants. 
They  well  knew  that  the  garrison  in  the  fort 
could,  by  no  possibility,  commit  aggression 
upon  them.  They  knew — they  were  expressly 
notified — that  the  giving  of  bread  to  the  few 
brave  and  hungry  men  of  the  garrison  was  all 
which  would  on  that  occasion  be  attempted,  un- 
less themselves,  by  resisting  so  much,  should 
provoke  more.  They  knew  that  this  Govern- 
ment desired  to  keep  the  garrison  in  the  fort, 
not  to  assail  them,  but  merely  to  maintain  in 
visible  possession,  and  thus  to  preserve  the 
Union  from  actual  and  immediate  dissolution — 
trusting,  as  hereinbefore  stated,  to  time,  dis- 
cussion, and  the  ballot-box  for  final  adjustment; 
and  they  assailed  and  reduced  the  fort  for  pre- 
cisely the  reverse  object — to  drive  out  the  vis- 
ible authority  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  thug 
force  it  to  immediate  dissolution.  That  this 
was  their  object  the  Executive  well  understood ; 
and  having  said  to  them,  in  the  Inaugural  Ad- 
dress, "you  can  have  no  conflict  without  being 


»  See  page  113. 
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yourselves  the  aggressors,"  he  took  pains  not 
only  to  keep  this  declaration  good,  but  also  to 
keep  the  case  so  free  from  the  power  of  inge- 
nious sophistry  as  that  the  world  should  not 
be  able  to  misunderstand  it.  By  the  affair  at 
Fort  Sumter,  with  its  surrounding  circumstan- 
ces, that  point  was  reached.  Then  and  thereby 
the  assailants  of  the  Government  began  the 
conflict  of  arms,  without  a  gun  in  sight  or  in 
expectancy  to  return  their  fire,  save  only  the 
few  in  the  fort  sent  to  that  harbor  years  before 
for  the-r  own  protection,  and  still  ready  to  give 
that  protection  in  whatever  was  lawful.  In  this 
act,  discarding  all  else,  they  have  forced  upon 
the  country,  the  distinct  issue  :  •  "  Immediate 
dissolution  or  blood." 

And  this  issue  embraces  more  than  the 
fate  of  these  United  States.  It  presents  to  the 
whole  family  of  man  the  question  whether  a 
Constitutional  Republic  or  Democracy — a  gov- 
ernment of  the  people  by  the  same  people — can 
or  cannot  maintain  its  territorial  integrity 
against  its  own  domestic  foes.  It  presents  the 
question  whether  discontented  individuals,  too 
few  in  numbers  to  control  administration  ac- 
cording to  organic  law  in  any  case,  can  always, 
upon  the  pretences  made  in  this  case,  or  on  any 
other  pretences,  or  arbitrarily  without  any  pre- 
tence, break  up  their  Government,  and  thus 
practically  put  an  end  to  fice  government  upon 
the  earth.  It  forces  us  to  ask:  "Is  there,  in 
all  republics,  this  inherent  and  fatal  weak- 
ness ?"  "Must  a  Government  of  necessity  be 
too  strong  for  the  liberties  of  its  own  people,  or 
t  JO  weak  to  maintain  its  own  existence?" 

So  viewing  the  issue,  no  choice  was  left  but 
to  call  out  the  war  power  of  the  Government ; 
and  so  to  resist  force,  employed  for  its  destruc- 
tion, by  force,  for  its  preservation. 

The  call  was  made,  and  the  response  of  the 
country  was  most  gratifying,  surpassing  in 
unamimity  and  spirit  the  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. Yet  none  of  the  States  commonly  called 
slave  States,  except  Delaware,  gave  a  regiment 
through  regular  State  organization.  A  few  regi- 
ments have  been  organized  within  some  others 
of  those  States  by  individual  enterprise,  and  re- 
ceived into  the  Government  service.  Of  course, 
the  seceded  States,  so  called,  (and  to  which 
Texas  had  been  joined  about  the  time  of  the 
inauguration,)  gave  no  troops  to  the  cause  of 
the  Union.  The  border  States,  so  called,  were 
not  uniform  in  their  action  ;  some  of  them  being 
almost  for  the  Union,  while  in  others — as  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Arkan- 
sas— the  Union  sentiment  was  nearly  repressed 
and  silenced.  The  course  taken  in  Virginia  was 
the  most  remarkable,  perhaps  the  most  impor- 
tant. A  Convention,  elected  by  the  people  of 
that  State  to  consider  this  very  question  of  dis- 
rupting the  Federal  Union,  was  in  session  at  the 
capital  of  Virginia  when  Fort  Sumter  fell.  To 
this  body  the  people  had  chosen  a  large  major- 
ity of  j37-o/(esse^ Union  men.  Almost  immediately 
after  the  fall  of  Sumter,  many  members  of  that 
majority  went  over  to  the  original  disunion  mi- 
nority, and,  with  them,  adopted  an  ordinance 
for  withdrawing  the  State  from  the  Union. 
Whether  this  change  was  wrought  by  their 
great  approval  of  the  assault  upon  Sumter,  or 


their  great  resentment  at  the  Government's  re- 
sistance to  that  assault,  is  not  definitely  known. 
Although  they  submitted  the  ordinance,  for 
ratification,  to  a  vote  of  the  people,  to  be  taken 
on  a  day  then  somewhat  more  than  a  month 
distant,  the  Convention,  and  the  Legislature, 
(which  was  also  in  session  at  the  same  timeand 
place,)  with  leading  men  of  the  State,  not  mem- 
bers of  either,  immediately  commenced  acting 
as  if  the  State  were  already  out  of  the  Union. 
They  pushed  military  preparations  vigorously 
forward  all  over  the  State.  They  seized  the 
United  States  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
the  navy-yard  at  Gosport,  near  Norfolk.  They 
received — perhaps  invited — into  their  State 
large  bodies  cf  troops,  with  their  warlike  ap- 
pointments, from  the  so-called  seceded  States. 
They  formally  entered  into  a  treaty  oftemporary 
alliance  and  co-operation  with  the  so-called 
"Confederate  States,"  and  sent  members  to 
their  Congress  at  Montgomery.  And,  finally, 
they  permitted  the  insurrectionary  Government 
to  be  transferred   to  their  capital  at  Richmond 

The  people  of  Virginia  have  thus  allowed 
this  giant  insurrection  to  make  its  nest  within 
her  borders  ;  and  this  Government  has  no  choice 
left  but  to  deal  with  it  where  it  finds  it.  And  it 
has  the  less  regret,  as  the  loyal  citizens  have, 
in  due  form,  claimed  its  protection.  Those  loyal 
citizens  this  Government  is  bound  to  recognize, 
and  protect,  as  being  Virginia. 

In  the  Border  States,  so-called — in  fact,  the 
Middle  States — there  are  those  who  favor  a  poli- 
cy which  they  call  "  armed  neutrality  ;"  that  is, 
an  arming  of  those  States  to  prevent  the  Union 
forces  passing  one  way,  or  the  disunion  the 
other,  over  their  soil.  This"  would  be  disunion 
completed.  Figuratively  speaking,  it  would  be 
the  building  of  an  impassable  wall  along  the 
line  of  separation  ;  and  yet  not  quite  an  impass- 
able one  ;  for,  under  the  guise  of  neutrality,  it 
would  tie  the  hands  of  the  Union  men,  and 
freely  pass  supplies  from  among  them  to  the  in- 
surrectionists, which  it  could  not  do  as  an  open 
enemy.  At  a  stroke  it  would  take  all  the  trou- 
ble off  the  hands  of  secession,  except  only  what 
proceeds  from  the  external  blockade.  It  would 
do  for  the  disunionists  that  which,  of  all  things, 
they  most  desire — feed  them  well,  and  give 
them  disunion  without  a  struggle  of  their  own. 
It  recognizes  no  fidelity  to  the  Constitution,  no 
obligation  to  maintain  the  Union ;  and  while 
very  many  who  have  favored  it  are  doubtless 
loyal  citizens,  it  is,  nevertheless,  very  injurious 
in  effect. 

Recurring  to  the  action  of  the  Government, 
it  may  be  stated  that,  at  first,  a  call  was  made 
for  seventy-five  thousand  militia  ;  and  rapidly 
following  this,  a  proclamation  was  issued  for 
closing  the  ports  of  the  insurrectionary  dis- 
tricts by  proceedings  in  the  nature  of  block- 
ade. So  far  all  was  believed  to  be  strictly 
legal.  At  this  point  the  insurrectionists  an- 
nounced their  purpose  to  enter  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  privateering. 

Other  calls  were  made  for  volunteers  to  serve 
three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  also 
for  large  additions  to  the  regular  army  and 
navy.  These  measures,  whether  strictly  legal 
or  not,  were   ventured  upon,  under  what  ap- 


126 


ADMINISTEATION   O'B'  ABEAHAM   LINCOLN^ 


peared  to  be  a  popular  demand  and  a  public 
necessity  ;  trusting  then,  as  now,  that  Congress 
would  readily  ratify  them.  It  is  believed  that 
nothing  has  been  done  beyond  the  constitu- 
tional competency  of  Congress. 

Soon  after  the  first  call  for  militia  it  was 
considered  a  duty  to  authorize  the  Command- 
ing General,  in  proper  cases,  according  to  his 
discretion,  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  or,  in  other  words,  to  arrest 
and  detain,  without  resort  to  the  ordinary  pro- 
cesses and  forms  of  law,  such  individuals  as 
he  might  deem  dangerous  to  the  public  safety. 
This  authority  has  purposely  been  exercised 
but  very  sparingly.  Nevertheless  the  legality 
and  propriety  of  what  has  been  done  under  it 
are  questioned,  and  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  called  to  the  proposition  that  one 
who  is  sworn  to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed"  should  not  himself  violate 
them.  Of  course  some  consideration  was  given 
to  the  questions  of  power  and  propriety  before 
this  matter  was  acted  upon.  The  whole  of 
the  laws  which  were  required  to  be  faithfully 
executed  were  being  resisted  and  failing  of 
execution  in  nearly  one  third  of  the  States. 
Must  they  be  allowed  to  finally  fail  of  execu- 
tion, even  had  it  been  perfectly  clear  that,  by 
the  use  of  the  means  necessary  to  their  execu- 
tion, some  single  law,  made  in  such  extreme 
tenderness  of  the  citizen's  liberty  that  practi- 
cally it  relieves  more  of  the  guilty  than  of  the 
innocent,  should  to  a  very  limited  extent  be 
violated  ?  To  state  the  question  more  directly, 
are  all  the  laws  but  one  to  go  unexecuted  and 
the  Government  itself  go  to  pieces  lest  that  one 
be  violated  ?  Even  in  such  a  case  would  not 
the  official  oath  be  broken,  if  the  Government 
should  be  overthrown,  when  it  was  believed 
that  disregarding  the  single  law  would  tend  to 
preserve  it?  But  it  was  not  believed  that  this 
question  was  presented.  It  was  not  believed 
that  any  law  was  violated.  The  provision  of 
the  Constitution  that  "  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended  unless 
when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  orinvasion,  the  pub- 
lic safety  may  require  it,"  is  equivalent  to  a  pro- 
vision, is  a  provision,  that  such  privilege  may 
be  suspended  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  orin- 
vasion, the  public  safety  does  require  it.  It  was 
decided  that  we  have  a  case  of  rebellion,  and 
that  the  public  safety  does  require  the  qualified 
suspensionoftheprivilege  of  the  writ  which  was 
authorized  to  be  made.  Now  it  is  insisted  that 
Congress,  and  not  the  Executive,  is  vested  with 
this  power.  But  the  Constitution  itself  is  silent 
as  to  which  or  who  is  to  exercise  the  power ; 
and  as  the  provision  was  plainly  made  for  a 
dangerous  emergency,  it  cannot  be  believed 
the  framers  of  the  instrument  intended  that  in 
every  case  the  danger  should  run  its  course  un- 
til Congress  could  be  called  together,  the  very 
assembling  of  which  might  be  prevented,  as 
was  intended  in  this  case,  by  the  rebellion. 

No  more  extended  argument  is  now  offered, 
as  an  opinion  at  some  length  will  probably  be 
presented  by  the  Attorney  General.  Whether 
there  shall  be  any  legislation  upon  the  subject, 
and  if  any,  what,  is  submitted  entirely  to  the 
better  judgment  of  Congress. 


The  forbearance  of  this  Government  had 
been  so  extraordinary,  and  so  long  continued 
as  to  lead  some  foreign  nations  to  shape  their 
action  as  if  they  supposed  the  early  destruction 
of  our  National  Union  was  probablo.  While 
this,  on  discovery,  gave  the  Executive  some 
concern,  he  is  now  happy  to  say  that  the  sover- 
eignty and  rights  of  the  United  States  are  now 
everywhere  practically  respected  by  foreign 
Powers,  and  a  general  sympathy  with  the  coun- 
try is  manifested  throughout  the  world. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treas- 
ury, War,  and  the  Navy  will  give  the  inlorma- 
tion  in  detail  deemed  necessary  and  convenient 
for  your  deliberation  and  action ;  while  the 
Executive,  and  all  the  departments,  will  stand 
ready  to  supply  omissions,  or  to  communicate  ^ 
new  facts  considered  important  for  you  to 
know. 

It  is  now  recommended  that  you  give  the  legal 
means  for  making  this  contest  a  short  and  a 
decisive  one;  that  you  place  at  the  control  of 
the  Government,  for  the  work,  at  least  four 
hundred  thousand  men  and  four  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  That  number  of  men  is  about 
one  tenth  of  those  of  proper  ages  within  the 
regions  where,  apparently,  all  are  willing  to  en- 
gage ;  and  the  sum  is  less  than  a  twenty-third 
part  of  the  money  value  owned  by  the  men  who  « 
seem  ready  to  devote  the  whole.  A  debt  of  six 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  now,  is  a  less  sum 
per  head  than  was  the  debt  of  our  Revolution 
when  we  came  out  of  that  struggle ;  and  the 
money  value  in  the  country  now  bears  even  a 
greater  proportion  to  what  it  was  then  than  doesM 
the  population.  Surely,  each  man  has  as  strong; 
a  motive  now  to  preserve  our  liberties  as  each 
had  then  to  establish  them. 

A  right  result,  at  this  time,  will  be  worth 
more  to  the  world  than  ten  times  the  men  and 
ten  times  the  money.  The  evidence  reaching, 
us  from  the  country  leaves  no  doubt  that  the 
material  for  the  work  is  abundant;  and  that  it 
needs  only  the  hand  of  legislation  to  give  it 
legal  sanction,  and  the  hand  of  the  Executive 
to  give  it  practical  shape  and  efficiency.  One 
of  the  greatest  perplexities  of  the  Government 
is  to  avoid  receiving  troops  faster  than  it  can 
provide  for  them.  In  a  word,  the  people  will 
save  their  Government  if  the  Government 
itself  will  do  its  part  only  indifferently  well. 

It  might  seem,  at  first  thought,  to  be  of  little 
difference  whether  the  present  movement  at 
the  South  be  called  "secession"  or  "rebel- 
lion." The  movers,  however,  well  understand 
the  difference.  At  the  beginning  they  knew 
they  could  never  raise  their  treason  to  any 
respectable  magnitude  by  any  name  which  im- 
plies violation  of  law.  They  knew  their  people 
possessed  as  much  of  moral  sense,  as  much  of 
devotion  to  law  and  order,  and  as  much  pride 
in  and  reverence  for  the  history  and  Govern- 
ment of  their  common  country  as  any  other 
civilized  and  patriotic  people.  They  knew 
they  could  make  no  advancement  directly  in 
the  teeth  of  these  strong  and  noble  sentiments. 
Accordingly  they  commenced  by  an  insidious 
debauching  of  the  public  mind.  They  invented 
an  ingenious  sophism,  which,  if  conceded,  was 
followed  by  perfectly  logical  steps,  through  all 
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the  incidents,  to  the  complete  destruction  of 
the  Union.  The  sophism  itself  is,  that  any 
State  of  the  Union  may,  consistently  with  the 
national  Constitution,  and  therefore  lawfully 
a,nd peacefully,  withdraw  from  the  Union  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Union  or  of  any  other 
State.  The  little  disguise  that  the  supposed 
right  is  to  be  exercised  only  for  just  cause, 
themselves  to  be  the  sole  judge  of  its  justice, 
is  too  thin  to  merit  any  notice. 

With  rebellion  thus  sugar-coated,  they  have 
been  drugging  the  public  mind  of  their  section 
for  more  than  thirty  years  ;  and  until  at  length 
they  have  brought  many  good  men  to  a  willing- 
ness to  take  up  arms  against  the  Government 
the  day  aftei"  some  assemblage  of  men  have 
enacted  the  farcical  pretence  of  taking  their 
State  out  of  the  Union  who  could  have  been 
brought  to  no  such  thing  the  day  before. 

This  sophism  derives  much,  perhaps  the 
whole,  of  its  currency  from  the  assumption  that 
there  is  some  omnipotent  and  sacred  supremacy 
pertaining  to  a  State — to  each  State  of  our  Fede- 
ral Union.  Our  States  have  neither  more  nor 
less  power  than  that  reserved  to  them,  in  the 
Union,  by  the  Constitution — no  one  of  them 
ef^er  having  been  a  State  oiit  of  the  Union.  The 
original  ones  passed  into  the  Union  even  before 
they  cast  off  their  British  colonial  dependence; 
and  the  new  ones  each  came  into  the  Union  di- 
rectly from  a  condition  of  dependence,  except- 
ing Texas.  And  even  Texas,  in  its  temporary 
independence,  was  never  designated  a  btate 
The  new  ones  only  took  the  designation  of 
States  on  coming  into  the  Union,  while  that 
name  was  first  adopted  for  the  old  ones  in  and 
by  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Therein 
the  "United  Colonies"  were  declared  to  be* 
"  free  and  independent  States ;"  but,  even  then, 
the  object  plainly  was  not  to  declare  their  inde- 
pendence of  one  another,  or  of  the  Union,  but 
directly  the  contrary,  as  their  mutual  pledge 
and  their  mutual  action,  before,  at  the  time, 
and  afterwards,  abundantly  show.  The  express 
plighting  of  faith,  by  each  and  all  of  the  origi- 
nal thirteen,  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
two  years  later,  that  the  Union  shall  be  per- 
petual, is  most  conclusive.  Having  never  been 
States,  either  in  substance  or  in  name,  outside 
of  the  Union,  whence  this  magical  omnipotence 
of  "  State  rights,"  asserting  a  claim  of  power  to 
lawfully  destroy  the  Union  itself?  Much  is 
said  about  the  "sovereignty"  of  the  States; 
but  the  word  even  is  not  in  the  National  Con- 
stitution ;  nor,  as  is  believed,  in  any  of  the  State 
constitutions.  What  is  a  "sovereignty,"  in  the 
political  sense  of  the  term?  Would  it  be  far 
wrong  to  define  it  "  a  political  community  with- 
out a  political  superior?"  Tested  by  this,  no 
one  of  our  States,  except  Texas,  ever  was  a  sove- 
reignty. And  even  Texas  gave  up  che  charac- 
ter on  coming  into  the  Union;  by  which  act 
she  acknowledged  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the 
United  States  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  be,  for  her,  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  The  States  have  their  status  in  the  Union, 
andthey  have  no  other  legal  status.  If  they  break 
from  this,  they  can  only  do  so  against  law  and 
by  revolution.    The  Union,  and  not  themselves 


separately,  procured  their  independence  and 
their  liberty.  By  conquest,  or  purchase,  the 
Union  gave  each  of  them  whatever  of  independ- 
ence and  liberty  it  has.  The  Union  is  older 
than  any  of  the  States,  and,  in  fact,  it  created 
them  as  States.  Originally  some  dependent  col- 
onies made  the  Union,  and,  in  turn,  the  Union 
threw  off  their  old  dependence  for  them,  and 
made  them  States,  such  as  they  are.  Not  one 
of  them  ever  had  a  State  constitution  independ- 
ent of  the  Union.  Of  course  it  is  not  forgotten 
that  all  the  new  States  framed  their  constitu- 
tions before  they  entered  the  Union  ;  neverthe- 
less, dependent  upon  and  preparatory  to  coming 
into  the  Union. 

Unquestionably  the  States  have  the  powers 
and  rights  reservf  d  to  them  in  and  by  the  Na- 
tional Constitution ;  but  among  them  surely 
are  not  included  all  conceivable  powers,  how- 
ever mischievous  or  destructive,  but,  at  most, 
such  only  as  were  known  in  the  world  at  the 
time  as  governmental  powers  ;  and  certainly  a 
power  to  destroy  the  Government  itself  had 
never  been  known  as  a  governmental,  as  a 
merely  administrative  power.  This  relative 
matter  of  national  power  and  State  rights,  as  a 
principle,  is  no  other  than  the  principle  of  gen- 
erality and  locality.  Whatever  concerns  the 
wtfole  should  be  confided  to  the  whole — to  the 
General  Government ;  while  whatever  concerns 
only  the  State  should  be  left  exclusively  to  the 
State.  This  is  all  there  is  of  original  principle 
about  it.  Whether  the  National  Constitution, 
in  d' fining  boundaries  between  the  two,  has 
applied  the  principle  with  exact  accuracy,  is 
not  to  be  questioned.  We  are  all  bound  by 
that  defining,  without  question. 

What  is  now  combatted  is  the  position  that 
secession  is  consistent  with  the  Constitution — is 
lawful  and  peaceful.  It  is  not  contended  that 
there  is  any  express  law  for  it ;  and  nothing 
should  ever  be  implied  as  law  which  leads  to 
unjust  or  absurd  consequences.  The  nation 
purchased  with  money  the  countries  out  of 
which  several  of  these  States  were  formed.  Is 
it  just  that  they  shall  go  off  without  leave,  and 
without  refunding  ?  The  ration  paid  very  large 
sums  (in  the  aggregate,  I  believe,  nearly  a  hun- 
dred millions)  to  relieve  Florida  of  the  aborigi- 
nal tribes.  Is  it  just  that  they  shall  now  be  off 
without  consent,  or  without  making  any  re- 
turn ?  The  nation  is  now  in  debt  for  money 
applied  to  the  benefit  of  these  so-called  sece- 
ding States,  in  common  with  the  rest.  Is  it 
just  either  that  creditors  shall  go  unpaid  or  the 
remaining  States  pay  the  whole?  A  part  of 
the  present  national  debt  was  contracted  to  pay 
the  old  debts  of  Texas.  Is  it  just  that  she  shal 
leave  and  pay  no  part  of  this  herself? 

Again,  if  one  State  may  secede,  so  may  an- 
other ;  and  when  all  shall  have  seceded,  none  is 
left  to  pay  the  debts.  Is  this  quite  just  to  credi- 
tors ?  Did  we  notify  them  of  this  sage  view  of 
ours  when  we  borrowed  their  money?  If  we  now 
recognise  this  doctrine  by  allowing  the  seceders 
to,  go  in  peace,  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  we  can 
do  if  others  choose  to  go,  or  to  extort  terms 
upon  which  they  will  promise  to  remain. 

The  seceders  insist  that  our  Constitution 
admits  of  secession.     They  have  assumed  to 
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make  a  national  constitution  of  their  own,  in 
which,  of  necessity,  they  have  either  discarded 
or  retained  the  right  of  secession  as,  they  insist, 
it  exists  in  ours.  If  they  have  discarded  it 
they  thereby  admit  that,  on  principle,  it  ought 
not  to  be  in  ours.  If  they  have  retained  it  by 
their  own  construction  of  ours,  they  show  that 
to  be  consistent  they  must  secede  from  one 
another  whenever  they  shall  find  it  the  easiest 
way  of  settling  their  debts,  or  effecting  any 
other  selfish  or  unjust  object.  The  principle 
itself  is  one  of  disintegration,  and  upon  which 
no  Government  can  possibly  endure. 

If  all  the  States  save  one  should  assert  the 
power  to  drive  fliat  one  out  of  the  Union,  it  is 
presumed  the  whole  class  of  seceder  politicians 
would  at  once  deny  the  power  and  denounce 
the  act  as  the  greatest  outrage  upon  State  rights. 
But  suppose  that  precisely  the  same  act,  in- 
stead of  being  called  "driving  the  one  out," 
should  be  called  "  the  seceding  of  all  the  others 
from  that  one,"  it  would  be  exactly  what  the 
seceders  claim  to  do  ;  unless,  indeed,  they  make 
the  point  that  the  one,  because  it  is  a  minority, 
may  rightfully  do  what  the  others,  because 
they  are  a  majority,  may  not  rightfully  do. 
These  politicians  are  subtle  and  profound  on 
the  rights  of  minorities.  They  are  not  partial 
10  that  power  which  made  the  Constitution,  and 
speaks  from  the  preamble,  calling  itself  "  We, 
the  People." 

It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  there  is 
to-day  a  majority  of  the  legally  qualified  voters 
of  any  State,  except  perhaps  South  Carolina, 
in  favor  of  disunion.  There  is  much  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Union  men  are  the  majority 
in  many,  if  not  in  every  other  one,  of  the  so- 
called  Seceded  States.  The  contrary  has  not 
been  demonstrated  in  any  one  of  them.  It  is 
ventured  to  afiBrm  this,  even  of  Virginia  and 
Tennessee ;  for  the  results  of  an  election,  held 
in  military  camps,  where  the  bayonets  are  all 
on  one  side  of  the  question  voted  upon,  can 
scarcely  be  considered  as  demonstrating  popular 
sentiment.  At  such  an  election  all  the  large  class 
whoare,  at  once,/or*the  Union,  and  against  coer- 
cion, would  be  coerced  to  voteagainst  the  Union. 
It  may  be  affirmed,  without  extravagance, 
that  the  free  institutions  we  enjoy  have  devel- 
oped the  powers  and  improved  the  condition  of 
our  whole  people  beyond  any  example  in  the 
world.  Of  this  we  now  have  a  striking  and  an 
impressive  illustration.  So  large  an  army  as 
the  Government  has  now  on  foot  was  never  be- 
fore known,  without  a  soldier  in  it  but  whohad 
taken  his  place  there  of  his  own  free  choice. 
But  more  than  this  :  there  are  many  single  regi- 
ments whose  members,  one  and  another,  pos- 
sess full  practical  knowledge  of  all  the  arts, 
sciences,  professions,  and  whatever  else,  whether 
useful  or  elegant,  is  known  in  the  world ;  and 
there  is  scarcely  one  from  which  there  could 
not  be  selected  a  President,  a  Cabinet,  a  Con- 
gress, and  perhaps  a  Court,  abundantly  compe- 
tent to  administer  the  Government  itself.  Nor 
do  I  say  this  is  not  true  also  in  the  army  of  our 
late  friends,  now  adversaries,  in  this  contest; 
but  if  it  is,  so  much  better  the  reason  why  the 
Government,  which  has  conferred  such  benefits 
on  both  them  and  us,  should  not  be  broken  up. 


Whoever,  in  any  section,  proposes  to  abandon 
such  a  Government  would  do  well  to  consider  in 
deference  to  what  principle  it  is  that  he  does  it, 
what  better  he  is  likely  to  get  in  its  stead, 
whether  the  substitute  will  give  or  be  intended 
to  give  so  much  of  good  to  the  people.  There 
are  some  foreshadowings  on  this  subject.  Our 
adversaries  have  adopted  some  declajation  of 
independence,  in  which,  unlike  the  good  old 
one  peu'  ed  by  Jefferson,  they  omit  the  words 
"all  men  are  created  equal."  Why?  They 
have  adopted  a  temporary  National  Constitu- 
tion, in  the  preamble  of  which,  unlike  our  good 
old  one  signed  by  Washington,  they  omit "  We, 
tiie  people,"  and  substitute,  "We,  the  deputies  of 
the  sovereign  and  independent  States."  Why? 
Why  this  ddiberate  pressing  out  of  view  the 
rights  of  men  and  the  authority  of  the  people  ? 
This  is  essentially  a  People's  contest.  On 
the  side  of  the  Union  it  is  a  struggle  for  main- 
tai  ing  in  the  world  that  form  and  substance  of 
government  whose  leading  object  is  to  elevate 
the  condition  of  men,  to  lift  artificial  weights 
from  all  shoulders,  to  clear  the  paths  of  laud- 
able pursuit  for  all,  to  afford  all  an  unfettered 
start  and  a  fair  chance  in  the  race  of  life. 
Yielding  to  partial  and  temporary  departures 
from  necessity,  this  is  the  leading  object  of  the 
Government  for  whose  existence  we  contend. 

I  am  most  happy  to  belie  e  that  the  plain 
people  understand  and  appreciate  this.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that,  while  in  this  the  Govern- 
ment's hour  of  trial,  large  numbers  of  those  in 
the  Army  and  Navy  who  have  been  favored 
with  the  offices  have  resigned,  and  proved  false 
to  the  hand  which  bad  pampered  them,  not  one 
common  soldier  or  common  sailor  is  known  to 
nave  deserted  his  flag. 

Great  honor  is  due  to  those  officers  who  re- 
mained true,  despite  the  example  of  their  treach- 
erous associates ;  but  the  greatest  honor  and 
most  important  fact  of  all  is  the  unanimous 
firmness  of  the  common  soldiers  and  common 
sailors.  To  the  last  man,  so  far  as  known,  they 
have  successfully  resisted  the  traitorous  efforts 
of  those  whose  commands  but  an  hour  before 
they  obeyed  as  absolute  law.  This  is  the  patri- 
otic instinct  of  plain  people.  They  understand, 
without  an  argument,  that  the  destroying  the 
Government  which  was  made  by  Washington 
means  no  good  to  them. 

Our  popular  Government  has  often  been 
called  an  experiment.  Two  points  in  it  our 
people  have  already  settled — the  successful  es- 
tablishing and  the  successful  administering  of  it. 
One  still  remains — its  successful  maintenance 
against  a  formidable  internal  attempt  to  over- 
throw it.  It  is  now  for  them  to  demonstrate  to 
the  world  that  those  who  can  fairly  carry  an 
election  can  also  suppress  a  rebellion;  that  bal- 
lots are  the  rightful  and  peaceful  successors  of 
bullets;  and  that  when  ballots  have  fairly  and 
constitutionally  decided,  there  can  be  no  suc- 
cessful appeal  back  to  bullets ;  that  there  can 
be  no  successful  appeal  except  to  ballots  them- 
selves at  succeeding  elections.  Such  will  be  a 
great  lesson  of  peace,  teaching  men  that  what 
they  cannot  take  by  an  election,  neither  can 
they  take  it  by  a  war ;  teaching  all  the  folly  of 
being  the  beginners  of  a  war. 
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Lest  there  be  some  uneasiness  in  the  minds 
of  candid  men  as  to  what  is  to  be  the  course  of 
the  Government  towards  the  Southern  States 
afU '  *»he  rebellion  shall  have  been  suppressed, 
the  Executive  deems  it  proper  to  say,  it  will  be 
his  purpose  then,  as  ever,  to  be  guided  by  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws ;  and  that  he  prob- 
ably will  have  no  different  understanding  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Federal  Government 
relatively  to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
people,  under  the  Constitution,  than  that  ex- 
pressed in  the  inaugural  address. 

He  desires  to  preserve  the  Government,  that 
it  may  be  administered  for  all,  as  it  was  admin- 
istered by  the  men  who  made  it.  Loyal  citizens 
everywhere  have  the  right  to  claim  this  of  their 
Government,  and  the  Government  has  no  right 
to  withhold  or  neglect  it.  It  is  not  perceived 
that,  in  giving  it,  there  is  any  coercion,  any 
conquest,  or  any  subjugation,  in  any  just  sense 
of  those  terms. 

The  Constitution  provides,  and  all  the  States 
have  accepted  the  provision,  that  '•  the  United 
States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government."  But, 
if  a  State  may  lawfully  go  out  of  the  Union, 
having  done  so,  it  may  also  discard  the  repub- 
lican form  of  government ;  so  that  to  prevent 
its  going  out  is  an  indispensable  means yoi  the 
tnd  of  maintaining  the  guarantee  mentioned  ; 
and  when  an  end  is  lawful  and  obligatory,  the 
indispensable  means  to  it  are  also  lawful  and 
obligatory. 

It  was  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  Execu- 
tive found  the  duty  of  employing  the  war 
power,  in  defence  of  the  Government,  forced 
upon  him.  He  could  but  perform  this  duty  or 
surrender  the  existence  of  the  Government. 
No  compromise  by  public  servants  could  in  this 
case  be  a  cure;  not  that  compromises  are  not 
often  proper,  but  that  no  popular  government 
can  long  survive  a  marked  precedent,  that  those 
who  carry  an  election  can  only  save  the  Gov- 
ernment from  immediate  destruction  by  giving 
up  the  main  point  upon  which  the  people  gave 
the  election.  The  people  themselves,  and  not 
their  servants,  can  safely  reverse  their  own 
deliberate  decisions. 

As  a  private  citizen  the  Executive  could  not 
have  consented  that  these  institutions  shall 
perish  ;  much  less  could  he  in  betrayal  of  so 
vast  and  so  sacred  a  trust  as  these  free  people 
had  confided  to  him.  He  felt  that  he  had  no 
moral  right  to  shrink,  nor  even  to  count  the 
chances  of  his  own  life,  in  what  might  follow. 
In  full  view  of  his  great  responsibility  he  has, 
so  far,  done  what  he  has  deemed  his  duty. 
Tou  will  now,  according  to  your  own  judgment, 
perform  yours.  He  sincerely  hopes  that  yo-ur 
views  and  your  action  may  so  accord  with  his 
as  to  assure  all  faithful  citizens,  who  have 
been  disturbed  in  their  rights,  of  a  certain  and 
speedy  restoration  to  them  under  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  laws. 

And  having  thus  chosen  our  course,  without 
guile  and  with  pure  purpose,  let  us  renew  our 
trust  in  God,  and  go  forward  without  fear  and 
with  manly  hearts. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
July  4,  1861. 
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President    Lincoln's    First     Annual 
Message,  Doc.  3,  1861. 

Fellow- Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 
In   the    midst   of   unprecedented    political 
troubles,  we  have  cause  of  great  gratitude  to 
God  for  unusual  good  health,  and  most  abund- 
ant harvests. 

You  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  in 
the  peculiar  exigencies  of  the  times,  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations  has  been  attended 
with  profound  solicitude,  chiefly  turning  upon 
our  own  domestic  affairs. 

A  disloyal  portion  of  the  American  people 
have,  during  the  whole  year,  been  engaged  in 
an  attempt  to  divide  ancl  destroy  the  Union.  A 
nation  which  endures  factious  domestic  divis- 
ion, is  exposed  to  disrespect  abroad  ;  and  one 
party,  if  not  both,  is  sure,  sooner  or  later,  to 
invoke  foreign  intervention. 

Nations  thus  tempted  to  interfere,  are  not  al- 
ways able  to  resist  the  counsels  of  seeming 
expediency  and  ungenerous  ambition,  although 
measures  adopted  under  such  influences  sel- 
dom fail  to  be  unfortunate  and  injurious  to 
those  adopting  them. 

The  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  have  offered  the  ruin  of  our  country,  in 
return  for  the  aid  and  comfort  which  they  have 
invoked  abroad,  have  received  less  patronage 
and  encouragement  than  they  probably  ex- 
pected. If  it  were  just  to  suppose,  as  the 
insurgents  have  seemed  to  assume,  that  foreign 
nations,  in  this  case,  discarding  all  moral, 
social,  and  treaty  obligations,  would  act  solely, 
and  selfishly,  for  the  speedy  restoration  of 
commerce,  including,  especially,  the  acquisi- 
tion of  cotton,  those  nations  appear,  as  yet,  not 
to  have  seen  their  way  to  their  object  more  di- 
rectly or  clearly  tlirough  the  destruction,  than 
through  the  preservation,  of  the  Union.  If  we 
could  dare  to  believe  that  foreign  nations  are 
actuated  by  no  higher  principle  than  this,  I  am 
quite  sure  a  sound  argument  could  be  made  to 
show  them  that  they  can  reach  their  aim  more 
readily  and  easily  by  aiding  to  crush  this  re- 
bellion than  by  giving  encouragement  to  it. 

The  principal  lever  relied  on  by  these  insur- 
gents for  exciting  foreign  nations  to  hostility 
against  us,  as  already  intimated,  is  the  embar- 
rassment of  commerce.  Those  nations,  how- 
ever, not  improbably,  saw  from  the  first  that  it 
was  the  Union  which  made  as  well  our  foreign 
as  our  domestic  commerce.  They  can  scarcely 
have  failed  to  perceive  that  the  effort  for  dis- 
union produces  the  existing  difficulty;  and  that 
one  strong  nation  promises  more  durable  peace, 
and  a  more  extensive,  valuable,  and  reliable 
commerce,  than  can  the  same  nation  broken 
into  hostile  fragments. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  review  our  discussions 
with  foreign  States;  because  whatever  might 
be  their  wishes  or  dispositions,  the  integrity  of 
our  country,  and  the  stability  of  our  Govern- 
ment, mainly  depend,  not  upon  them,  but  on 
the  loyalty,  virtue,  patriotism,  and  intelligence 
of  the  American  people.  The  correspondence 
itself,  with  the  usual  reservations,  is  herewith 
submitted. 
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I  venture  to  hope  it  will  appear  that  we  have 
practiced  prudence  and  liberality  toward  for- 
eign Powers,  averting  causes  of  irritation,  and, 
with  firmness,  maintaining  our  own  rights  and 
honor. 

Since,  however,  it  is  apparent  that  here,  as  in 
every  other  State,  foreign  dangers  necessarily 
attend  domestic  difficulties,  I  recommend  that 
adequate  and  ample  measures  be  adopted  for 
maintaining  the  public  defenses  on  every  side. 
While,  under  this  general  recommendation,  pro- 
vision for  defending  our  sea-coast  line  readily 
occurs  to  the  mind,  I  also,  in  the  same  connec- 
tion, ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to  our  great 
lakes  and  rivers.  It  is  believed  that  some  forti- 
fications and  depots  of  arms  and  munitions, 
with  harbor  and  navigation  improvements,  all 
at  well  selected  points  upon  these,  would  be  of 
great  importance  to  the  national  defense  and 
preservation.  I  ask  attention  to  the  views  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  expressed  in  his  report, 
upon  the  same  general  subject. 

I  deem  it  of  importance  that  the  loyal  regions 
of  East  Tennessee  and  Western  North  Carolina 
should  be  connected  with  Kentucky,  and  other 
faithful  parts  of  the  Union,  by  railroad.  I  there- 
fore recommend,  as  a  military  measure,  that 
Congress  provide  for  the  construction  of  such 
road,  as  speedily  as  possible.  Kentucky,  no 
doubt,  will  co-operate,  and,  through  her  Legis- 
lature, make  the  most  judicious  selection  of  a 
line.  The  northern  terminus  must  connect  with 
some  existing  railroad  ;  and  whether  the  route 
shall  be  from  Lexington,  or  ISicholasville,  to  the 
Cumberland  Gap;  or  from  Lebanon  to  the  Ten- 
nessee line,  in  the  direction  of  Knoxville  ;  or  on 
some  sti'l  different  line,  can  easily  be  determ- 
ined. Kentucky  and  the  General  Government 
co-operating,  the  work  can  be  completed  in  a 
very  short  time;  and  when  done,  it  will  be  not 
only  of  vast  present  usefulness,  but  also  a  valu- 
able permanent  improvement,  worth  its  cost  in 
all  the  future. 

Some  treaties,  designed  chiefly  for  the  inter- 
ests of  commerce,  and  having  do  grave  political 
importance,  have  been  negotiated,  and  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their  consideration. 

Although  we  have  failed  to  induce  some  of 
the  commercial  Powers  to  adopt  a  desirable 
melioration  of  the  rigor  of  maritime  war,  we 
have  removed  all  obstructions  from  the  way  of 
this  humane  reform,  except  such  as  are  merely 
of  temporary  and  accidental  occurrence. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  correspondence 
between  her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  ac- 
credited to  this  Government  and  the  Secretary 
of  State,  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  British 
ship  Perthshire,  in  June  last,  by  the  United 
States  steamer  Massachusetts,  for  a  supposed 
breach  of  the  blockade.  As  this  detention  was 
occasioned  by  an  obvious  misapprehension  of 
the  facts,  and  as  justice  requires  that  we  should 
commit  no  belligerent  act  not  founded  in  st'ict 
right,  as  sanctioned  by  public  law,  I  recommend 
that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  satisfy  the 
reasonable  demand  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel 
for  her  detention. 

I  repeat  the  recommendation  of  my  predeces- 
sor, in  his  annual  message  to  Congress  in  De- 
cember last,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the 


surplus  which  will  probably  remain  after  satju- 
fying  the  claims  of  American  citizens  against 
China,  pursuant  to  the  awards  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1859. 
If,  however,  it  should  not  be  deemed  advisable 
to  carry  that  recommendation  into  effect,  I 
would  suggest  that  authority  be  given  for  in- 
vesting the  principal,  over  the  proceeds  of  the 
surplus  referred  to,  in  good  securities,  with  a 
view  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  other  just  claims 
of  our  citizens  against  China  as  are  not  un- 
likely to  arise  hereafter  in  the  course  of  our 
extensive  trade  with  that  empire. 

By  the  act  of  the  5th  of  August  last.  Congress 
authorized  the  President  to  instruct  the  com- 
manders of  suitable  vessels  to  defend  them- 
selves against,  and  to  capture  pirates.  Thia 
authority  has  been  exercised  in  single  instances 
only.  For  the  more  efiectual  protection  of  our 
extensive  and  valuable  commerce,  in  the  east- 
ern seas  especially,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
also  be  advisable  to  authorize  the  commanders 
of  sailing  vessels  to  recapture  any  prizes  which 
pirates  may  make  of  United  States  vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  and  the  consular  courts,  now  es- 
tablished by  law  in  eastern  countries,  to  adju- 
dicate the  case,  in  the  event  that  this  should 
not  be  objected  to  by  the  local  authorities. 

If  any  good  reason  exists  why  we  should  per- 
severe longer  in  withholding  our  recognition  of 
the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  Hayti  and 
Liberia,  I  am  unable  to  discern  it.  Unwilling, 
however,  to  inaugurate  a  novel  policy  in  regard 
to  them  without  the  approbation  of  Congress,  I 
submit  for  your  consideration  the  expediency 
of  an  appropriation  for  maintaining  a  charg^ 
d'afiaires  near  each  of  those  new  States.  It 
does  not  admit  of  doubt  that  important  com- 
mercial advantages  might  be  secured  by  favor- 
able treaties  with  them. 

The  operations  of  the  Treasury  during  the 
period  which  has  elapsed  since  your  adjourn- 
ment have  been  conducted  with  signal  success. 
The  patriotism  of  the  people  has  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Goverument  the  large  means 
demanded  by  the  public  exigencies.  Much  of 
the  national  loan  has  been  taken  by  citizens  o 
the  industrial  classes,  whose  confidence  in  tL 
country's  faith,  and  zeal  for  their  country  i 
deliverance  from  present  peril,  have  induced 
them  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment the  whole  of  their  limited  acquisitions. 
This  fact  imposes  peculiar  obligations  to  econ- 
omy in  disbursement  and  energy  in  action. 

The  revenue  from  all  sources,  including  loans, 
for  the  financial  year  ending  on  the  30th  June, 
1861,  was  $86,835,900  27,  and  the  expenditures 
for  the  same  period,  including  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt,  were  $84,578,834  47  ; 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
July,  of  $2,257,065  80.  For  the  first  quarter  of 
the  financial  year,  ending  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 18G1,  the  receipts  from  all  sources,  inclu- 
ding the  balance  of  1st  of  July,  were  $102,532,- 
509  27,  and  the  expenses  $98,239,733  09  ;  leav- 
ing a  balance  on  the  1st  of  October,  1861,  of 
$4,292,776  18. 

Estimates  for  the  remaining  three  quarters 
of  the  year,  and  for  the  financial  year  1863, 
together  with  his  views  of  ways  and  means  for 
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meeting  the  demands  contemplated  by  them, 
will  be  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
the  expenditures  made  necessary  by  the  rebel- 
lion are  not  beyond  the  resources  of  the  loyal 
people,  and  to  believe  that  the  same  patriotism 
which  has  thus  far  sustained  the  Government 
will  continue  to  susta  n  it  till  peace  and  union 
shall  again  bless  the  land. 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  information  respecting  the  nu- 
merical strength  of  the  Army,  and  for  recom- 
mendations having  in  view  an  increase  of  its 
efficiency  and  the  well-being  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  service  intrusted  to  his  care. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  patriotism  of 
the  people  has  proved  equal  to  the  occasion, 
and  that  the  number  of  troops  tendered  greatly 
exceeds  the  force  which  Congress  authorized 
me  to  call  into  the  field. 

I  refer  with  pleasure  to  those  portions  of  his 
report  which  make  allusion  to  the  creditable 
degree  of  discipline  already  attained  by  our 
troops,  and  to  the  excellent  sanitary  condition 
of  the  entire  army. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  for  an 
organization  of  the  militia  upon  a  uniform 
basis,  is  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  the 
future  safety  of  the  country,  and  is  commended 
to  the  serious  attention  of  Congress. 

The  large  addition  to  the  regular-  army,  in 
connection  with  the  defection  that  has  so  con- 
siderably diminished  the  number  of  its  officers, 
gives  peculiar  importance  to  his  recommenda- 
tion for  increasing  the  corps  of  cadets  to  the 
greatest  capacity  of  the  Military  Academy. 

By  mere  omission,  I  presume.  Congress  has 
failed  to  provide  chaplains  for  hospitals  occu- 
pied by  volunteers.  This  subject  was  brought 
to  my  notice,  and  I  was  induced  to  draw  up 
the  form  of  a  letter,  one  copy  of  which, 
properly  addressed,  has  been  delivered  to  each 
of  the  persons,  and  at  the  dates  respectively 
named  and  stated,  in  a  schedule,  containing 
also  the  form  of  the  letter,  marked  A,  and 
herewith  transmitted. 

These  gentlemen,  1  understand,  entered  upon 
the  duties  designated,  at  the  times  respectively 
stated  in  the  schedule,  and  have  labored  faith- 
fully therein  ever  since.  I  therefore  recom- 
mend that  they  be  compensated  at  the  same 
rate  as  chaplains  in  the  army.  I  further  sug- 
gest that  general  provision  be  made  for  chap- 
lains to  serve  in  hospitals,  as  well  as  with 
regiments. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  pre- 
sents in  deta-l  the  operations  of  that  branch  of 
tlie  service,  the  activity  and  energy  which  have 
characterized  its  administration,  and  the  re- 
sults of  measures  to  increase  its  efficiency  and 
power.  Such  have  been  the  additions,  by  con- 
struction and  purchase,  that  it  may  almost  be 
said  a  navy  has  been  created  and  brought  into 
service  since  our  difficulties  commenced. 

Besides  blockading  our  extensive  coast, 
squadrons  larger  than  ever  before  assembled 
under  our  flag  have  been  put  afloat  and  per- 
formed deeds  which  have  increased  our  naval 
renown. 

I  would  invite  special  attention  to  the  recom- 


'  mendation  of  the  Secretary  for  a  more  perfect 
organization  o^  the  navy  by  introducing  ad- 
ditional grades  in  the  service. 

The  present  organization  is  defective  and  un- 
satisfactory, and  the  suggestions  submitted  by 
the  Department  will,  it  is  believed,  if  adopted, 
obviate  the  difficulties  alluded  to,  promote 
harmony,  and  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
Navy. 

There  are  three  vacancies  on  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Court — two  by  the  decease  of  .Jus- 
tices Daniel  and  McLean,  and  one  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Justice  Campbell.  I  have  so  far  for- 
borne makingnominations  to  till  these  vacancies 
for  reasons  which  I  will  now  state.  Two  of  the 
outgoing  judges  resided  within  the  State  now 
overrun  by  revolt;  so  that  if  successors  were 
appointed  in  the  same  localities,  they  could  not 
now  serve  upon  their  circuits;  and  many  of  the 
most  competent  men  there  probably  would  not 
take  the  personal  hazard  of  accepting  to  serve, 
even  here,  upon  the  supreme  bench.  I  have 
been  unwilling  to  throw  all  the  appointments 
northward,  thus  disabling  myself  from  doing 
justice  to  the  South  on  the  return  of  peace  ;  al- 
though I  may  rem  irk  that  to  transfer  to  the 
North  one  which  has  heretofore  been  in  the 
South,  would  not,  with  reference  to  territory 
and  population,  be  unjust. 

During  the  long  and  brilliant  judicial  career 
of  Judge  McLean  his  circuit  grew  into  an  em- 
pire— altogether  too  large  for  any  one  judge  to 
give  the  courts  therein  more  than  a  nominal 
attendance — rising  in  population  from  one  mil- 
lion four  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  and 
eighteen,  in  1830,  to  six  million  one  hundred 
and  fifty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  five  in 
18C0. 

Besides  this,  the  country  generally  has  out- 
grown our  present  judicial  system.  If  uniform- 
ity was  at  all  intended,  the  system  requires 
that  all  the  States  shall  be  accommodated  with 
circuit  courts  attended  by  supreme  judges, 
while,  in  fact,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Kan- 
sas, Florida,  Texas,  California,  and  Oregon, 
have  never  had  any  such  courts.  Nor  can  this 
well  be  remedied  without  a  change  of  the  sys- 
tem; because  the  adding  of  judges  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  enough  for  the  accommodation  of 
all  parts  of  the  country,  with  circuit  courts, 
would  create  a  court  altogether  too  numerous 
for  a  judicial  body  of  any  sort.  And  the  evil, 
if  it  be  one,  will  increase  as  new  States  come 
into  the  Union.  Circuit  courts  are  useful,  or 
they  are  not  useful.  If  useful,  no  State  should 
be  denied  them  ;  if  not  useful,  no  State  should 
have  them.  Let  them  be  provided  for  all,  or 
abolished  as  to  .all. 

Three  modifications  occur  to  me,  either  of 
which,  I  think,  would  be  an  improvement  upon 
our  present  system.  Let  the  Supreme  Court 
be  of  convenient  number  in  every  event.  Then, 
first,  let  the  whole  country  be  divided  into  cir- 
cuits of  convenient  size,  the  supreme  judges  to 
serve  in  a  number  of  them  corresponding  to 
their  own  number,  and  independent  circuit 
judges  be  provided  for  all  the  rest.  Or,  sec- 
ondly, let  the  supreme  judges  be  relieved  from 
circuit  duties,  and  circuit  judges  be  provided 
for  all  the  circuits.     Or,  thirdly,  dispense  with 
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circuit  judges  altogether,  leaving  the  judicial 
functions  wholly  to  the  district  courts  and  an 
independent  Supreme  Court. 

I  respectfully  recommend  to  tlie  considera- 
tion of  Congress  the  present  condition  of  the 
statute  laws,  with  the  hope  that  Congress  will 
be  able  to  find  an  easy  remedy  for  many  of  the 
inconveniences  and  evils  which  constantly  em- 
barrass those  engaged  in  the  practical  admin- 
istration of  them.  Since  the  organization  of 
the  Government,  Congress  has  enacted  some 
five  thousand  acts  and  joint  resolutions,  which 
fill  more  than  six  thousand  closely  printed 
pages,  and  are  scattered  through  many  volumes. 
Many  of  these  acts  have  been  drawn  in  haste, 
and  without  sufficient  caution,  so  that  their 
provisions  are  often  obscure  in  themselves,  or 
in  conflict  with  each  other,  or  at  least  so  doubt- 
ful as  to  render  it  very  difficult  for  even  the 
best  informed  persons  to  ascertain  precisely 
what  the  statute  law  really  is. 

It  seems  to  me  vei'y  important  that  the  statute 
laws  should  be  made  as  plain  and  intelligible 
as  possible,  and  be  reduced  to  as  small  a  com- 
pass as  may  consist  with  the  fullness  and  pre- 
cision of  the  will  of  the  legislature,  and  the 
perspicuity  of  its  language.  This,  well  done, 
would,  I  think,  greatly  facilitate  the  labors  of 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  assist  in  the  adminis- 
ti'ation  of  the  laws,  and  would  be  a  lasting 
benefit  to  the  people,  by  placing  before  them, 
in  a  more  aecessiljle  and  intelligible  form  the 
laws  which  so  deeply  concern  their  interest  and 
their  duties. 

I  am  informed  by  some  whose  opinion-  I  re- 
spect that  all  the  acts  of  Congress  now  in  force, 
and  of  a  permanent  and  general  nature,  might 
be  revi  ed  and  rewritten,  so  as  to  be  embraced 
in  one  volume  (or  at  most  two  volumes)  of  or- 
dinary and  convenient  size.  And  1  respectfully 
recommend  to  Congress  to  consider  of  the  sub- 
ject, and,  if  my  suggestion  be  approved,  to  de- 
vise such  plan  as  to  their  wisdom  shall  seem 
most  proper  for  the  attainment  of  the  end  pro- 
posed. 

One  of  the  unavoidable  consequences  of  the 
present  insurrection  is  the  entire  suppression, 
in  many  places,  of  all  the  ordinary  means  of 
administering  civil  justice  by  the  officers,  and 
in  the  forms  of  existing  law.  This  is  the  case, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  in  ail  the  insurgent  States; 
and  as  our  armies  advance  upon  and  take  pos- 
session of  parts  of  those  States,  the  practical 
evil  becomes  more  apparent.  There  are  no 
courts  nor  officers  to  whom  the  citizens  of  ether 
States  may  apply  for  the  enforcement  of  their 
lawful  claims  against  citizens  of  the  insurgent 
States ;  and  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  debt  con- 
stituting such  claims.  Some  have  estimated  it 
as  high  as  §200,000,000,  due,  in  large  part, 
from  insurgents,  in  open  rebellion,  to  loyal  cit- 
izens, who  are,  even  now,  making  great  sacri- 
fices in  the  discharge  of  their  patriotic  duty  to 
support  the  Government. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  been  ur- 
gently solicited  to  establish,  by  military  power, 
courts  to  administer  summary  justice  in  such 
cases.  I  have  thus  far  declined  to  do  it,  not 
because  I  had  any  doubt  that  the  end  proposed 
— the  collection  of  the   debts — was  just  and 


right  in  itself,  but  because  I  have  been  unwill- 
ing to  go  beyond  the  pressure  of  necessity  in 
the  unusual  exercise  of  power.  But  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  I  suppose  are  equal  to  the  anom- 
alous occasion,  and  therefore  I  refer  the  whole 
matter  to  Congress,  with  the  hope  that  a  plan 
may  be  devised  for  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  all  such  parts  of  the  insurgent  States 
and  Territories  as  may  be  under  the  control  of 
this  Govevurn';nt,  whether  by  a  voluntary  re- 
turn to  allegiance  and  order,  or  by  the  power 
of  our  arms.  This,  however,  not  to  be  a  per- 
manent institution,  but  a  temporary  substitute, 
and  to  ceaoe  as  soon  as  the  ordinary  courts  can 
be  re-established  in  peace. 

It  is  important  that  some  more  convenient 
means  should  be  provided,  if  possible,  for  the 
adjustment  of  claims  against  the  Government, 
especially  in  view  of  their  increased  number  by 
reason  of  the  war.  It  is  as  much  the  duty  of 
Government  to  renderprompt  justice  against  it- 
self, in  favor  of  citizens,  as  it  is  to  administer 
the  same  between  private  individuals.  The  in- 
vestigation and  adjudication  of  claims,  in  their 
nature  belong  to  the  judicial  department ;  be- 
sides, it  is  apparent  that  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress will  be  more  than  usually  engaged,  for  some 
time  to  come,  with  great  national  questions.  It 
was  intended  by  the  organization  of  the  Court 
of  Claims  mainly  to  remove  this  branch  of  busi- 
ness from  the  Halls  of  Congress ;  but  while  the 
court  has  proved  to  be  an  elfective  and  valuable 
means  of  investigation,  it  in  a  gi-eat  degree  fails 
to  effect  the  object  of  its  creation,  for  want  of 
po^er  to  make  its  judgments  final. 

Fully  aware  of  the  delicacy,  not  to  say  the 
danger,  of  the  subject,  I  commend  to  your  care- 
ful consideration  v/hether  this  power  of  making 
judgments  final  may  not  properly  be  given  to 
the  court,  reserving  the  right  of  appeal  on 
questions  of  law  to  the  Supreme  Court,  with 
such  other  provisions  as  experience  may  have 
shown  to  be  necessary. 

I  ask  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  the  following  being  a  summary 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Department : 

The  revenue  from  all  sources  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1861,  including  the  annual 
permanent  appropriation  of  $'''00,000  for  the 
transportation  of  free  mail  matter,  was  $9,049,- 
290  40,  being  about  two  per  cent,  less  than  the 
revenue  for  18G0. 

The  expenditures  were  $1 3, 606, 750  11,  show- 
ing a  decrease  of  more  than  eight  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  and 
leaving  an  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  reve- 
nue for  the  last  fiscal  year  of  $4,557,462  71. 

The  gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  18G3,  is  estimated  at  an  increase  of  four  per 
cent  on  that  of  18G1,  making  $8,683,000,  to 
which  should  be  added  the  earnings  of  the  De- 
partment in  carrying  free  matter,  viz  :  $700,000, 
making  $9,383,000. 

The  total  expenditures  for  1863  arc  estimated 
at  $12,528,000,  leaving  an  estimated  deficiency 
of  $3,145,000,  to  be  supplied  from  the  Treas- 
ury, in  addition  to  the  permanent  appropriation. 

The  present  insurrection  shows,  I  think,  that 
the  extension  of  this  District  across  the  Poto- 
mac river,  at  the  time  of  establishing  the  capi» 
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tal  here,  was  eminently  wise,  and  consequently 
that  the  relinquishment  of  that  portion  of  it 
which  lies  within  the  State  of  Virginia  was  un- 
wise and  dangerous.  I  submit  for  your  consid- 
eration the  expediency  of  regaining  that  part 
of  the  District,  and  the  restoration  of  the  origi- 
nal boundaries  thereof,  through  negotiations 
with  the  State  of  Virginia. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  exhibits  the 
condition  of  the  several  branches  of  the  public 
business  pertaining  to  that  Department.  The 
depressing  influences  of  the  insurrection  have 
been  especially  felt  in  the  operations  of  the 
Patent  and  General  Land  Offices.  The  cash 
receipts  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  during 
the  past  year  have  exceeded  the  expenses  of 
our  land  system  only  about  two  hundred  thou- 
eand  dollars.  The  sales  have  been  entirely 
suspended  in  the  southern  States,  while  the  in- 
terruptions to  the  business  of  the' country,  and 
the  diversion  of  large  numbers  of  men  from  la- 
bor to  military  service,  have  obstructed  settle- 
ments in  the  new  States  and  Territories  of  the 
Northwest. 

The  receipts  of  the  Patent  OfEce  have  declined 
in  nine  months  about  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  rendering  a  large  reduction  of  the  force 
employed  necessai-y  to  make  it  self-sustaining. 

The  demands  upon  the  Pension  Office  will  be 
largely  increased  by  the  insurrection.  Numer- 
ous applications  for  pensions,  based  upon  the 
casualties  of  the  existing  war,  have  already 
been  made.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
many  who  are  now  upon  the  pension  rolls,  and 
in  receipt  of  the  bounty  of  the  Government,  are 
in  the  ranks  of  the  insurgent  army,  or  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  has  directed  a  suspension  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pensions  of  such  persons  upon 
proof  of  their  disloyalty.  I  recommend  that 
Congress  authorize  that  officer  to  cause  the 
names  of  such  persons  to  be  stricken  from  the 
pension  rolls. 

The  relations  of  the  Government  with  the 
Indian  tribes  have  been  greatly  disturbed  by 
the  insurrection,  especially  in  the  southern 
euperintendency  and  in  that  of  New  Mexico. 
The  Indian  country  south  of  Kansas  is  in  the 
possession  of  insurgents  from  Texas  and  Ai'- 
kansas.  The  agents  of  the  United  States,  ap- 
pointed since  the  4th  of  March,  for  this  super- 
intendency  have  been  unable  to  reach  their 
posts,  while  the  most  of  those  who  were  in 
office  before  that  time  have  espoused  the  insur- 
rectionary cause,  and  assume  to  exercise  the 
powers  of  agents  by  virtue  of  commissions 
from  the  insurrectionists.  It  has  been  stated 
in  the  public  press  that  'a,  portion  of  those  In- 
dians have  been  organized  as  a  military  force, 
and  are  attavhed  to  the  army  of  the  insurgents. 
Although  the  Government  has  no  official  infor- 
mation upon  this  subject,  letters  have  been 
written  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
by  several  prominent  chiefs,  giving  assurance 
of  their  loyalty  to  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
pressing a  wish  for  the  presence  of  Federal 
troops  to  protect  them.  It  is  believed  that 
upon  the  repossession  of  the  country  by  the 
Federal  forces  the  Indians   will  readily  cease 


all  hostile  demonstrations,  and  resume  their 
former  relations  to  the  Government. 

Agriculture,  confessedly  the  largest  interest 
of  the  nation,  has,  not  a  department,  nor  a 
bureau,  but  a  clerkship  only,  assigned  to  it  in 
the  Government.  Wliile  it  is  fortunate  that 
this  great  interest  is  so  independent  in  its  na- 
ture as  to  not  have  demanded  or  extorted  more 
from  the  Government,  I  respectfully  ask  Con- 
gress to  consider  whether  something  more  can- 
not be  given  voluntarily,  with  general  ad- 
vantage. 

Annual  reports,  exhibiting  the  condition  oJ 
our  agriculture,  commerce,  and  mpnufactures 
would  present  a  fund  of  information  of  grea! 
practical  value  to  the  country.  While  I  make 
no  suggestions  as  to  details,  I  venture  tht 
opinion  that  an  agricultural  and  statistical 
bureau  might  profitably  be  organized. 

The  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  suppressiop 
of  the  African  Have  trade  has  been  confided  to 
the  Department  of  the  Interior.  It  is  a  subject 
of  gratulation  that  the  efforts  which  have  been 
made  for  the  suppression  of  this  inhuman  traf- 
fic have  been  recently  attended  with  unusual 
success.  Five  vessels  being  fitted  out  for  the 
slave  trade  have  been  seized  and  condemned. 
Two  m  ites  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade,  and 
one  pe  son  in  equipping  a  vessel  as  a  slaver, 
have  been  convicted  and  subjected  to  the  pen- 
alty of  fine. and  imprisonment,  and  one  captain, 
taken  with  a  cargo  of  Africans  on  board  his 
vessel,  has  been  convicted  of  the  highest  grade 
of  otfence  under  our  laws,  the  punishment  of 
which  is  death. 

The  Territories  of  Colorado,  Dakotah,  and 
Nevada,  created  by  the  last  Congress,  have  been 
organized,  and  civil  administration  has  been 
inaugurated  therein  under  auspices  especially 
gratifying,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  leaven 
of  treason  was  found  existing  in  some  of  these 
new  countries  when  the  federal  officers  arrived 
there. 

The  abundant  natural  resources  of  these 
Territories,  with  the  security  and  protection 
afforded  by  organized  government,  will  doubt- 
less invite  to  them  a  large  immigration  when 
peace  shall  restore  the  business  of  the  country 
to  its  accustomed  channels.  I  submit  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  Colorado,  which 
evidence  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  people  of  the 
Territory.  So  far  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  has  been  upheld  in  all  the  Territories,  as 
it  is  hoped  it  will  be  in  the  future.  I  commend 
thtir  interests  and  defence  to  the  enlightened 
and  generous  care  of  Congress. 

I  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  Congre:rS  the  interests  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. The  insurrection  has  been  the  cause 
of  much  suffering  and  sacrifice  to  its  inhabit- 
ants, and  as  they  have  no  representative  in  Con- 
gress, that  body  should  not  overlook  their  just 
claims  upon  the  Government. 

At  your  late  session  a  joint  resolution  was 
adopted  authorizing  the  President  to  take 
measures  for  facilitating  a  proper  representa- 
tion of  the  industrial  interests  of  the  United 
States  at  the  exhibition  of  the  industry  of  all 
nations  to  be  holden  at  London  in  the  year 
18G2.     I  regret  to  say  I  have  been  unable  to 
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give  personal  attention  to  this  subject — a  sub- 
ject at  once  so  interesting  in  itself,  and  so  ex- 
tensively and  intimately  connected  with  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  world.  Through  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Interior  a  plan, 
or  system,  has  been  devised,  and  partly  ma- 
tured, and  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

U::der  and  by  vinue  of  the  act  of  Congress 
entitled  -'An  act  to  confiscate  property  used 
for  insurrectionary  purposes,'  approved  Au- 
gust 6, 1861,  the  legal  claims  of  certain  persona 
to  the  labor  and  service  of  certain  other  per- 
sons have  become  forfeited ;  and  numbers  of 
the  latter,  thus  liberated,  are  already  depend- 
ent on  the  United  States,  and  must  be  provided 
for  in  some  way.  Besides  this,  it  is  not  impos- 
sible that  some  of  the  States  will  pass  similar 
enactments  for  their  own  benefit  respectively, 
arid  by  operation  of  which,  persons  of  the  same 
class  will  be  thrown  upon  them  for  disposaL 
In  such  case,  I  recommend  that  Congress  pro- 
vide for  accepting  snch  persons  from  such 
States,  according  to  some  mode  of  valuation,  in 
lien,  j/ro  tanio  of  direct  taxes,  or  upon  some 
other  plan  to  be  agreed  on  with  such  States 
respectively;  that  such  persons,  on  such  ac- 
ceptance by  the  General  Government,  be  at 
once  deemed  free  :  and  that,  in  any  event,  steps 
be  taken  for  colonizing  both  classes  (or  the  one 
first  mentioned,  if  the  other  shall  not  be  brought 
into  existence.)  at  some  place,  or  places,  in  a 
climate  congenial  to  them.  It  might  be  well 
to  consider,  too,  whether  the  free  colored  peo- 
ple already  in  the  United  States  could  not,  so 
f.ir  as  individuals  may  desire,  be  included  in 
such  colonization. 

To  carry  out  the  plan  of  colonization  may 
involve  the  acquiring  of  territory,  and  also  the 
appropriation  of  money  beyond  that  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  territorial  acquisition.  Having 
practiced  the  acquisition  of  territory  for  nearly 
eixty  years,  the  question  of  constitutional  power 
to  do  so  is  no  longer  an  open  one  with  us.  The 
power  was  questioned  at  first  by  Mr.  JeflFerson, 
who,  however,  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana, 
yielded  his  scruples  on  the  plea  of  great  expe- 
diency. If  it  be  said  that  the  only  legitimate 
object  of  acquiring  territory  is  to  furnish  homes 
for  white  men,  this  measure  effects  that  object: 
for  the  emigration  of  colored  men  leaves  addi- 
tional room  for  white  men  remaining  or  coming 
here.  Mr.  Jefferson,  however,  placed  the  im- 
portance of  procuring  Louisiana  more  on  polit- 
ical and  commercial  grounds  than  on  providing 
room  for  population. 

On  this  whole  proposition,  including  the  ap- 
propriation of  money  with  the  acquisition  of 
territory,  does  not  the  expediency  amount  to 
absolute  necessity — that,  without  which  the 
Government  itself  cannot  be  perpetuated? 

The  war  continues.  In  considering  the  pol- 
icy to  be  adopted  for  suppressing  the  insurrec- 
tion. I  have  been  anxious  and  careful  that  the 
inevitable  conflict  for  this  purpose  shall  not 
degenerate  into  a  violent  and  remorseless  revo- 
lutionary struggle.  I  have,  therefore,  in  every 
case,  thought  it  proper  to  keep  the  integrity  of 
the  Union  prominent  as  the  primary  object  of 
the  contest  on  our  part,  leaving  all  questions 
which  are  not   of  vital  military   importance 


'  to  the  more  deliberate  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

'      In  the  exercise  of  my  best  discretion  I  have 
I  adhered  to  the  blockade  of  the  ports  held   by 
I  the  insurgents,  instead  of  putting  in  force,  by 
i  proclamation,  the  law  of  Congress  enaci«d  at 
I  the  late  session  for  closing  those  ports. 
I      So,  also,  obeying  the  dictates  of  prudence,  aa 
well  as  the  obligations  of  law,  instead  of  tran- 
I  scending,  I  have  adhered  to  the  act  of  Congress 
to  confiscate  property  used  for  insurrectionary 
!  purposes.     If  a  new  law  upon  the  same  subject 
j  shall  be  proposed,  its  propriety  will  be  duly 
!  considered.      The  Union  must  be  preserved ; 
j  and  hence,   all  indispensable  means  must  be 
I  employed.     We  should  not  be  in  haste  to  deter- 
mine that  radical  and  extreme  measures,  which 
may  reach  the  loyal  as  well  as  the  disloyal,  are 
j  indispensable. 

I  The  inaugural  address  at  the  beginning  of 
'  the  Administration,  and  the  message  to  Con- 
I  gress  at  the  late  special  session,  were  both 
[  mainly  devoted  to  the  domestic  controversy  out 
j  of  which  the  insurrection  and  consequent  war 
I  have  sprung.  Xothing  now  occurs  to  add  or 
I  subtract,  to  or  from,  the  principles,  or  general 
'  purposes,  stat«d  and  expressed,  in  those  doca- 
I  ments. 

I  The  last  ray  of  hope  for  preserving  the  Union 
peaceably  expired  at  the  assault  upon  Fort 
j  Sumter:  and  a  general  review  of  what  has  oc- 
ctirred  since  may  not  be  unprofitable.  What 
was  painfully  uncertain  then,  is  much  better 
defined  and  more  distinct  now ;  and  the  progress 
of  events  is  plainly  in  the  right  direction.  The 
insurgents  confidently  claimed  a  strong  support 
from  North  of  Mason  and  Dixons  line,  and  the 
friends  of  the  Union  were  not  free  from  appre- 
hension on  the  point.  This,  however,  was  soon 
settled  definitely,  and  on  the  right  side.  South 
of  the  lice,  noble  little  Delaware  led  off  right 
from  the  first.  Maryland  was  made  to  se^m 
against  the  Union.  Our  soldiers  were  assaulted, 
bridges  were  burned,  and  railroads  torn  up 
within  her  limits,  and  we  were  many  days,  at 
one  time,  without  the  ability  to  bring  a  single 
regiment  over  her  soil  to  the  capit.il.  Now  her 
bridges  and  railroads  are  repaired  and  open  to 
the  Government :  she  already  gives  seven  regi- 
ments to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  none  to 
the  enemy  ;  and  her  people,  at  a  regular  elec- 
tion, have  sustained  tJie  Union,  by  a  larger  ma- 
jority, and  a  larger  aggregate  vote  than  they 
ever  before  gave  to  any  candidate  or  any  ques- 
tion. Kentucky,  too,  for  some  time  in  doubt, 
is  now  decidedly,  and.  I  thick,  unchangeably, 
ranged  on  the  side  of  the  Union.  Missouri  ia 
comparatively  qtiiet,  and  I  believe  cannot  again 
be  overrun  by  the  insurrectionists.  These  three 
States  of  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri, 
neither  of  which  would  promise  a  single  sol- 
dier at  first,  have  now  ,in  aggregate  of  not  less 
than  forty  thousand  in  the  field  for  the  Union ; 
whil\  of  their  citizens,  certainly  not  more  than 
a  third  of  that  number,  and  they  of  doubtful 
whereabouts,  and  doubtful  existence,  are  in 
arms  against  it.  After  a  somewhat  bloody 
struggle  of  months,  winter  closes  on  the  Union 
people  of  Western  Virginia,  leaving  them  mas- 
ters of  their  own  country. 
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An  insurgent  force  of  about  fifteen  hundred.  '  general  tone  of  the  insurgents.  In  those  docu- 
fcr  months  dominating  the  narrow  peninsula  '  ments  vre  find  the  abridgment  of  the  existing 
region,  constituting  the  counties  of  Accomac  i  right  of  suSrage.  and  the  denial  to  the  people 
and  Northampton,  and  known  as  eastern  shore  j  of  all  right  to  participate  in  the  selection  of 
of  Virginia,  together  with  some  contiguous  i  public  officers,  except  the  legislative,  boldly 
parts  of  Maryland,  have  laid  do'Rii  their  arms  :  j  advocated,  with  labored  arguments  to  prove 
and  the  people  there  have  renewed  their  alle-  ,  that  large  control  of  the  people  in  government 
gianee  to,  and  accepted  the  protection  of,  the  i  is  the  source  of  all  political  eviL  Monarchy 
old  flag  This  leaves  no  armed  insurrectionist  I  itself  is  sometimes  hinted  at  as  a  possible 
north  of  the  Potomac,  or  east  of  the  Chesapeak-^.  1  refuge  from  the  power  of  the  people. 

Also  wc  have  obtained  a  footing  at  each  of  |      In  my  present  position,  I  could  scarcely  be 
the  isolated  points,  on  the  southern  coast,  of  justified  were  I  to  omit  raising  a  warning  voice 
Hatteras,  Port   Royal,  Tybee  Island,  near  Sa-  i  against  this  approach  of  returning  despotism, 
rannah,  and  Ship  Island:  smd  we  likewise  have  j      It  is  not   needed,  nor   fitting   here,  that    a 
some  general  accounts  of  popular  movements,  '  general  argument  should  be  made  in  favor  of 


in  behalf  of  the  Union,  in  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee 

These  things  demonstrate  that  the  cause  of 
the  Union  is  advancing  steadily  and  certainly 

southward. 

Since  your  last  adjournment.  Lieutenant  Gen- 
eral Scott  has  retired  from  the  head  of  the 
Armv.    Durins  his  long  life,  the  nation  has  not 


popular  institutions  :  but  there  is  one  point, 
with  its  connections,  not  so  hackneyed  as  most 
others,  to  which  I  ask  brief  attention.  It  is 
the  efi'ort  to  place  capital  on  an  equal  footing 
with,  if  not  above,  labor,  in  the  structure  of 
government.  It  is  assumed  that  labor  is  avail- 
able only  in  connection  with  capital :  that  no- 
body  labors   unless    somebody   else,    owning 


been  unmindful  of  hi_  merit :  yet,  on  calling  to  ;  capital,  somehow  by  the  use  of  it,  induces  him 
mi  -d  how  faithfully,  ably,  and  brilliantly  he  to  labor.  This  assumed,  it  is  next  considered 
has  served  the  country,  from  a  time  far  back  in  whether  it  is  best  that  capital  shall  hire 
our  history,  when  few  of  the  now  living  had  laborers,  and  thus  induce  them  to  work  by 
been   bom,  and   thenceforward  continually,  I  ;  their  own  consent,  or  buy  them,  and  drive  them 


cannot  but  think  we  are  stUl  his  debtors.  I  sub- 
mit, therefore,  for  your  consideration,  what  far- 
ther mark  of  recognition  is  due  to  him  ani  t-o 
ourselves,  as  a  grateful  peDple. 

With  the  retirement  of  General  Scott  came 


to  it  without  their  consent.  Having  proceeded 
so  far,  it  is  naturally  concluded  that  ail 
laborers  are  either  hired  laborers,  or  what  we 
call  slaves.  And  further,  it  is  assumed  that 
whoever  is  once  a  hired  laborer  is  fixed  in  that 


the  executive  duty  of  appointing,  in  his  stead,    condition  for  life. 


a  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army.  It  is  a  fortu- 
nate circumstance  that  neither  in  council  nor 
country  was  there,  so  far  as  I  know,  any  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  proper  person  to  be 
selected.  The  retiring  chief  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed hi  judgment  in  favor  of  General  Mc- 
CLUan  for  the  position;  and  in  this  the  nation 


Now,  there  is  no  such  relation  between 
capital  and  labor  as  assumed :  nor  is  there  any 
such  thing  as  a  free  man  being  fixed  for  life, 
in  the  condition  of  a  hired  laborer.  Both 
these  assumptions  are  false,  and  all  inferences 
from  them  are  groundless. 

Labor  is  prior  to.  and  independent  of,  capi- 


seemed  to  give  a  unanimous  conctirrence.  The  tal.  Capital  is  only  the  frtiit  of  labor,  and 
designation  of  General  McClellan  is.  therefore,  could  never  have  existed  if  labor  had  not  first 
in  considerable  degree,  the  selection  of  the  '  existed.  Labor  is  the  superior  of  capital,  and 
cotmtry  as  well  as  of  the  Executive  :  and  hence  deserves  much  the  higher  consideration.  Cap- 
there  is  better  reason  to  hope  there  wDl  be  given  ital  has  its  rights,  which  are  as  worthy  of  pro- 
him  the  confidence  and  coriiial  support  thus,  by  I  tection  as  any  other  rights.  Nor  is  it  denied 
fair  implication,  promised,  and  without  which,  that  there  is,  and  probably  always  will  be,  a 
he  cannot,  with  so  full  eociency,   serve  the    relation  between  labor  and  capital,  producing 


country. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  bad  general  is  bet- 
ter than  two  good  ones  ;  and  the  saying  is  true, 
if  taken  to  mean  no  more  than  that  an  army  is 
better  directed  by  a  single  mind,  though  in- 
ferior, than  by  two  superior  ones  at  variance, 
and  cross-purposes  with  each  other. 

And  the  same  is  true,  in  all  joint  operations 


mutual  benefits.  The  error  is  in  assuming  that 
the  whole  labor  of  community  exists  within 
that  relation.  A  few  men  own  capital,  and 
that  few  avoid  labor  themselves,  and  with  their 
capital  hire  or  buy  another  few  to  labor  for 
them.  A  large  majority  belong  to  neither  class 
— neither  work  for  others,  nor  have  others 
workin?   for  them.     In  most  of  the  southern 


wherein  those  engaged,  can  have  none  but  a  i  States,  a  majority  of  the  whole   people  of  all 


common  end  in  view,  and  can  differ  o"ly  as  to  the 
choice  of  means.  In  a  storm  at  sea.  no  one  on 
board  can  wish  the  ship  to  sink  ;  and  yet,  not 
unfrequently.  all  go  down  together,  because  too 
many  will  direct,  and  no  single  mind  can  be  al- 
lowed to  control. 

It  continues  to  develop  that  the  insurrection 
is  largely,  if  not  exclusively,  a  war  upon  the 
first  principle  of  popular  government  —  the 
nghts  of  the  people.  Conclusive  evidence  of 
this  is  found  in  the  most  grave  and  mattirely 
considered  public  documents,  as  well  as  in  the 


colors  are  neither  slaves  nor  masters  :  while  in 
the  northern,  a  large  majority  are  neither  hirers 
nor  hired.  Men  with  their  families — wives, 
sons,  and  daughters — work  for  themselves,  on 
their  farms,  in  their  houses,  and  in  their  shops, 
taking  the  whole  product  to  themse  ves.  and 
asking  no  favors  of  capital  on  the  one  hand,  nor 
of  hired  laborers  or  slaves  on  the  other.  It  ia 
not  forgotten  that  a  considerable  number  of 
persons  mingle  their  own  labor  with  capital — 
that  is  they  labor  with  their  own  hands,  and 
also  buy  or  hire  others  to  labor  for  them  j  but 
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this  is  only  a  mixed,  and  not  a  distinct  class. 
No  principle  stated  is  disturbed  by  tlie  exist- 
ence of  this  mixed  class. 

Again,  as  lias  already  been  said,  there  is  not, 
of  necessity,  any  such  thing  as  the  free  hired 
laborer  being  fixed  to  that  condition  for  life. 
Many  independent  men  everywhere  in  these 
States,  a  few  years  back  in  their  lives,  were 
hired  laborers.  The  prudent,  penniless  begin- 
ner in  the  world  labors  for  wages  awhile,  saves 
a  surplus  for  which  to  buy  tools  or  land  for 
himself,  then  labors  on  his  own  account  an- 
other while,  and  at  length  hires  another  new 
beginner  to  help  him.  This  is  the  just  and 
generous  and  prosperous  system,  which  opens 
the  way  to  all,  gives  hope  to  aU,  and  consequent 
energy  and  progress,  and  improvement  of  con- 
dition to  all.  No  men  living  are  more  worthy 
to  be  trusted  than  those  who  toil  up  from  pov- 
erty— none  less  inclined  to  take  or  touch  aught 
which  they  have  not  honestly  earned.  Let  them 
beware  of  surrendering  a  political  power  which 
they  already  possess,  and  which,  if  surrendered, 
will  surely  be  used  to  close  the  door  of  advance- 
ment against  such  as  they,  and  to  fix  new  dis- 
abilities and  burdens  upon  them,  till  all  of 
libei'ty  shall  be  lost. 

From  the  first  taking  of  our  national  census 
to  the  last  are  seventy  years  ;  and  we  find  our 
population  at  the  end  of  the  period  eight  times 
as  great  as  it  was  at  the  beginning.  The  in- 
crease of  those  other  things  which  men  deem 
desirable  has  been  even  greater.  We  thus 
have,  at  one  view,  what  the  popular  principle 
applied  to  government,  through  the  machinery 
of  the  States  and  the  Union,  has  produced  in  a 
given  time,  and  also  what,  if  firmly  maintained, 
it  promises  for  the  future.  There  are  already 
among  us  those  who,  if  the  Union  be  preserved, 
will  live  to  see  it  contain  two  hundred  and  fifty 
millions.  The  struggle  of  to-day  is  not  alto- 
gether  for  to-day— it  is  for  a  vast  future  also. 
With  a  reliance  on  Providence,  all  the  more 
firm  and  earnest,  let  us  proceed  in  the  great 
task  which  events  have  devolved  upon  us. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
Washington,  December  3,  ISGl. 


President  Lincoln's  Second  Annual 
Message,  December  1,  1862. 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives: 

Since  your  last  annual  assembling  another 
year  of  health  and  bountiful  harvests  has  passed. 
And  while  it  has  not  pleased  the  Almighty  to 
bless  us  with  a  return  of  peace,  we  can  but 
press  on,  guided  by  the  best  light  He  gives  us, 
trusting  that  in  His  own  good  time,  and  wise 
way,  all  will  yet  be  well. 

The  correspondence  touching  foreign  affairs 
which  has  taken  place  during  the  last  year  is 
herewith  submitted,  in  virtual  compliance  with 
a  request  to  that  eflFect  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  near  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

If  the  condition  of  our  relations  with  other 
nations  is  less  gratifying  than  it  has  usually 
been  at  former  periods,  it  is  certainly  more  sat- 
isfactory than  a  nation  so  unhappily  distracted 


as  we  are,  might  reasonably  have  apprehended, 
lu  the  month  of  June  last  there  were  some 
grounds  to  expect  that  the  maritime  powers 
which,  at  the  beginning  of  our  domestic  diffi- 
culties, so  unwisely  and  unnecessarily,  as  we 
think,  recognized  the  insurgents  as  a  belliger- 
ent, would  soon  recede  from  that  position, 
which  has  proved  only  less  injurious  to  them- 
selves than  to  our  own  country.  But  the  tem- 
porary reverses  which  afterwards  befell  the 
national  arms,  and  which  were  exaggerated  by 
our  own  disloyal  citizens  abroad,  have  hitherto 
delayed  that  act  of  simple  justice. 

The  civil  war,  which  has  so  radically  changed, 
for  the  moment,  the  occupations  and  habits  of 
the  American  people,  has  necessarily  disturbed 
the  social  condition,  and  affected  very  deeply 
the  prosperity  of  the  nations  with  which  we  have 
carried  on  a  commerce  that  has  been  steadily 
increasing  throughout  a  period  of  half  a  cen- 
tury. It  has,  at  the  same  time,  excited  political 
ambitions  and  apprehensions  which  have  pro- 
duced a  profound  agitation  throughout  the 
civilized  world.  In  this  unusual  agitation  we 
have  forborne  from  taking  part  in  any  contro-. 
versy  between  foreign  States,  and  between  par- 
ties or  factions  in  such  States.  We  have  at- 
tempted no  propagandism,  and  acknowledged 
no  revolution.  But  we  have  left  to  every  na- 
tion the  exclusive  conduct  and  management  of 
its  own  affairs.  Our  struggle  has  been,  of 
course,  contemplated  by  foreign  nations  with 
reference  less  to  its  own  merits' than  to  its  sup- 
posed and  often  exaggerated  effects  and  conse- 
quences resulting  to  those  nations  themselves. 
Nevertheless,  complaint  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, even  if  it  were  just,  would  certainly 
be  unwise. 

The  treaty  with  Great  Britain  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  has  been  put  into 
operation  with  a  good  prospect  of  complete 
success.  It  is  an  occasion  of  special  pleasure 
to  acknowledge  that  the  execution  of  it,  on  the 
part  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  has  been 
marked  with  a  jealous  respect  for  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  rights  of  their 
moral  and  loyal  citizens. 

The  convention  with  Hanover  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  stade  dues  has  been  carried  into  full 
effect,  under  the  act  of  Congress  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

A  blockade  of  three  thousand  miles  of  sea- 
coast  could  not  be  established,  and  vigorously 
enforced,  in  a  season  of  great  commercial  ao- 
tivity  like  the  present,  without  committing 
occasional  mistakes  and  inflicting  unintentional 
injuries  upon  foreign  nations  and  their  subjects, 
A  civil  war  occurring  in  a  country  where 
foreigners  reside  and  carry  on  trade  under 
treaty  stipulations,  is  necessarily  fruitful  of 
complaints  of  the  violatiou  of  neutral  rights. 
All  such  collisions  tend  to  excite  misapprehen- 
sions, and  possibly  to  produce  mutual  reclama- 
tions between  nations  which  have  a  common 
interest  in  preserving  peace  and  friendship.  In 
clear  cases  of  these  kinds  I  have,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, heard  and  redressed  complaints  which 
have  been  presented  by  friendly  Powers.  There 
is  still,  however,  a  large  and  an  augmenting 
number  of  doubtful  cases  upon  which  the  Gov- 
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eminent  is  unable  to  agree  with  tlie  Govern- 
ments wtiose  protection  is  demanded  by  the 
claimants.  There  are,  moreover,  many  cases 
in  which  the  United  States,  or  their  citizens, 
suffer  wrongs  from  the  naval  or  military  au- 
thorities of  foreign  nations,  which  the  Govern- 
ments of  those  States  are  not  at  once  prepare  d 
to  redress.  I  have  proposed  to  some  rf  the 
foreign  States,  thus  interested,  mutual  conven- 
tions to  examine  and  adjust  such  complaints. 
This  proposition  has  been  made  especially  to 
Great  Britain,  to  France,  to  Spain,  and  to 
Prussia.  In  each  case  it  has  been  kindly  re- 
ceived, but  has  not  yet  been  formally  adopted. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  recommend  an  appro- 
priation in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  Norwe- 
gian bark  Admiral  P.  Tordenskiold,  which 
vessel  was,  in  May,  18G1,  prevented  by  the 
commander  of  the  blockading  force  off  Charles- 
ton from  leaving  that  port  with  cargo,  notwith- 
standing a  similar  privilege  had,  shortly  before, 
been  granted  to  an  English  vessel.  I  have 
directed  the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  the  pa- 
pers in  the  case  to  be  communicated  to  the 
proper  committees. 

Applications  have  been  made  to  me  by  many 
free  Americans  of  African  descent  to  favor 
their  emigration,  with  a  view  to  such  coloniza- 
tion as  was  contemplated  in  recent  acts  of  Con- 
gress. Olher  parties,  at  home  and  abroad — 
some  from  interested  motives,  others  upon 
patriotic  considerations,  and  still  others  influ- 
enced by  philanthropic  sentiments — have  sug- 
gested similiar  measures;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  several  of  the  Spanish-American  repub- 
lics have  protested  against  the  sending  of  such 
colonies  to  their  respective  territories.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  have  declined  to  move 
any  such  colony  to  any  State,  without  first 
obtaining  the  consent  of  its  government,  with 
an  agreement  on  its  part  to  receive  and  protect 
such  efnigrants  in  all  the  rights  of  freemen ; 
and  I  have,  at  the  same  time,  offeree]  to  the 
several  States  situated  within  the  tropics,  or 
having  colonies  tiiere,  to  negotiate  with  them,* 
subject  to  the  a  dvice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  favor  the  voluntary  emigration  of  persons 
of  that  class  to  their  respective  territories, 
upon  conditions  which  shall  be  equal,  just,  and 
humane.  Liberia  and  Hayti  are,  as  yet,  the 
only  countries  to  which  colonists  of  African 
descent  from  here,  could  go  with  certainty  of 
being  received  and  adopted  as  citizens;  and  I 
regret  to  say  such  persons,  contemplating  colo- 
nization, do  not  seem  so  willing  to  migrate  to 
those  countries,  as  to  some  othess,  nor  so  will- 
ing as  I  think  their  interest  demands.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  opinion  among  them  in  this 
respect,  is  improving  ;  and  that,  ere  long,  there 
will  be  an  augmented,  and  considerable  migra- 
tion to  both  these  countries,  from  the  United 
States. 

The  new  commercial  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  has 
been  carried  into  execution. 

A  commercial  and  consular  treaty  has  been 
negotiated,  subject  to  the  Senate's  consent, 
with  Liberia  ;  and  a  similar  negotiation  is  now 
pending  with  the  republic  of  Hayti.  A  con- 
siderable  improvement  of   the  national  com- 


merce is  expected  to  result  from  these  meas- 
ures. 

Our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  France, 
Fpain,  Portugal,  Russia,  Prussia,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Austi-ia,  the  Netherlands,  Italy,  Rome, 
and  the  other  European  States,  remain  undis- 
turbed. Very  favorable  relations  also  continue 
to  be  maintained  with  Turkey,  Morocco,  China, 
and  Japan. 

Daring  the  last  year  there  has  not  only  been  no 
change  of  our  previous  relations  with  the  inde- 
pendent States  of  oujs  own  continent,  but  more 
friendly  sentiments  than  have  heretofore  exist- 
ed, are  believed  to  be  entertained  by  these 
neighbors,  whose  safety  and  progress  are  so 
intimately  connected  with  our  own.  This  state- 
ment especially  applies  to  Mexico,  Nicaragua, 
Costa  Rica,  Honduras,  Peru,  and  Cbile. 

The  commission  vmder  the  convention  with 
the  republic  of  New  Grauada  closed  its  session 
without  having  audited  and  passed  upon  all 
the  claims  which  were  submitted  to  it.  A  pro- 
position is  pending  to  revive  the  convention, 
that  it  may  be  able  to  do  more  complete  justice. 
The  joint  commission  between  the  United  States 
and  the  republic  of  Costa  Rica  has  completed 
its  labors  and  submitted  its  report. 

I  have  favored  the  project  for  connecting  the 
United  States  with  Europe  by  an  Atlantic  tele- 
graph, and  a  similar  project  to  exend  the  tele- 
graph from  San  Francisco,  to  connect  by  a  Pa- 
cific telegraph  with  the  line  which  is  being 
extended  across  the  Russian  empire. 

The  Tei'ritories  of  the  United  States,  with 
unimportant  exceptions,  have  remained  undis- 
turbed by  the  civil  war  ;  and  they  are  exhibit- 
ing such  evidence  of  prosperity  as  justifies  an 
expectation  that  some  of  them  will  soon  be  in  a 
condition  to  be  organized  as  States,  and  be  con- 
stitutionally admitted  into  the  Federal  Union. 

The  immense  mineral  resources  of  some  of 
those  Territories  ought  to  be  developed  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Every  step  in  that  direc- 
tion would  have  a  tendency  to  improve  the 
revenues  of  the  Government,  and  diminish  the 
burdens  of  the  people.  It  is  worthy  of  your 
serious  consideration  whether  some  extraordi- 
nary measures  to  promote  that  end  cannot  be 
adopted.  The  means  which  suggests  itself  as 
most  likely  to  be  effective/  is  a  scientific  explo- 
ration of  the  mineral  regions  in  those  Territo- 
ries, with  a  view  to  the  publication  af  its  results 
at  home  and  in  foreign  countries — results  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  auspicious. 

The  condition  of  the  finances  will  claim  your 
most  diligent  consideration.  The  vast  expendi- 
tures incident  to  the  military  and  naval  opera- 
tions required  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion, have  hitherto  been  met  with  a  prompti- 
tude and  certainty  unusual  in  similar  circum- 
stances; and  the  public  credit  has  been  fully 
maintained.  The  continuance  of  the  war,  how- 
ever, and  the  increased  disbursements  made 
necessary  by  the  augmented  forces  now  in  the 
field,'  demand  your  best  reflections  as  to  the 
best  modes  of  providing  the  necessary  revenue, 
without  injury  to  business,  and  with  the  least 
possible  burdens  upon  labor. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks,  soon  after  the  commencement  of  your 


138 


ADMINISTRATION   OF   ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


last  session,  made  large  issues  of  United  States 
notes  unavoidable.  In  no  other  way  could  the 
payment  of  the  troops,  and  the  satisfaction  of 
other  just  demands,  be  so  economically  or  so 
well  provided  for.  The  judicious  legislation  of 
Congress,  securing  the  receivability  of  these 
notes  for  loans  and  internal  duties,  and  making 
them  a  legal  tender  for  other  debts,  has  made 
them  an  universal  currency  ;  and  has  satisfied, 
partially,  at  least,  and  for  the  time,  the  long 
felt  want  of  an  uniform  circulating  medium, 
saving  thereby  to  the  pe^le  immense  sums  in 
discounts  and  exchanges. 

A  return  to  specie  payments,  however,  at  the 
earliest  period  compatible  with  due  regard  to 
all  interests  concerned,  should  ever  be  kept  in 
view.  Fluctuations  in  the  value  of  currency 
are  always  injurious,  and  to  reduce  these  fluc- 
tuations to  the  lowest  possible  point  will  always 
be  a  leading  purpose  in  wise  legislation.  Con- 
vertibility, prompt  and  certain  convertibility 
into  coin,  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the 
best  and  surest  safeguard  against  them ;  and  it 
is  extremely  doubtful  whether  a  circulation  of 
United  States  notes,  payable  in  coin,  and  suffi- 
ciently large  for  the  wants  of  the  people,  can 
be  permanently,  usefully,  and  safely  main- 
tained. 

Is  there,  then,  any  other  mode  in  which  the 
necessary  provision  for  the  public  wants  can  be 
made,  and  the  great  advantages  of  a  safe  and 
uniform  currency  secured  ? 

1  know  of  none  which  promises  so  certain 
results,  and  is,  at  the  same  time,  so  unobjection- 
able, as  the  organization  of  banking  associa- 
tions, under  a  general  act  of  Congress,  well 
guarded  in  its  provisions.  To  such  associa- 
tiuns  the  Government  might  furnish  circulating 
notes,  on  the  security  of  United  States  bonds 
deposited  in  the  Treasury.  These  notes,  pre- 
pared under  the  supervision  of  proper  officers, 
being  uniform  in  appearance  and  security,  and 
convertible  always  into  coin,  would  at  once 
protect  labor  against  the  evils  of  a  vicious  cur- 
rency, and  facilitate  commerce  by  cheap  and 
safe  exchanges. 

A  moderate  reservation  from  the  interest  on 
the  bonds  would  compensate  the  United  States 
for  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  the 
notes,  and  a  general  supervision  of  the  system, 
and  would  lighten  the  burden  of  that  part  of 
the  public-  debt  employed  as  securities.  The 
public  credit,  moreover,  would  be  greatly  im- 
proved, and  the  negotiation  of  new  loans  greatly 
facilitated  by  the  steady  market  demand  for 
Government  bonds  which  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  system  would  create. 

It  is  an  additional  recommendation  of  the 
measure,  of  considerable  weight,  in  my  judg- 
ment, that  it  would  reconcile,  as  far  as  possible, 
all  existing  interests,  by  the  opportunity  of- 
fered to  existing  institutions  to  reorganize 
under  the  act,  substituting  only  the  secured 
uniform  national  circulation  for  the  local  and 
various  circulation,  secured  and  unsecured,  now 
issued  by  them. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  all 
sources,  including  loans,  and  balance  from  the 
preceding  year,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the 
30th    June,    1862,   were    $583,885,247  06,     of 


which  sum  $49,056,397  62  were  derived  from 
customs;  $1,795,331  73  from  the  direct  tax  ; 
from  public  lands,  §152, 203  77  ;  from  miscel- 
laneous sources,  $931,787  64;  from  loans  in 
all  forms,  $529,692,460  50.  The  remainder, 
$2  257,065  80,  was  the  balance  from  last  year. 

The  disbursements  during  the  same  period 
were  for  congressional,  executive,  and  judicial 
purposes,  $5,939,009  29 ;  for  foreign  inter- 
course, $1,339,710  35;  for  miscellaneous  ex-  • 
penses,  including  the  mints,  loans,  post  office 
deficiencies,  collection  of  revenue,  and  other 
like  charges,  $14,129,771  50;  for  expenses 
under  the  Interior  Department,  $3,102,985  52  ; 
under  the  War  Department,  $394,368,407  36; 
under  the  Navy  Drpartment,  $42,674,509  69 ; 
for  interest  on  public  debt,  $13,190,324  45; 
and  for  payment  of  public  debt,  including  re- 
imbursement of  temporary  loan,  and  redemp- 
tions, $96,096,922  09;  making  an  aggregate  of 
$570,841,700  25,  and  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1862,  of 
$13,043,546  81. 

It  should  be  observed  that  the  sum  of 
$96,096,922  09,  expended  for  reimbursements 
and  redemption  of  public  debt,  being  included 
also  iu  the  loans  made,  may  be  properly  de- 
ducted, both  from  receipts  and  expenditures, 
leaving  the  actual  receipts  for  the  year, 
$487,788,324  97  ;  and  the  expenditures, 
$474,744,778  16. 

Other  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
finances  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whose  statements 
and  views  I  invite  your  most  candid  and  con- 
siderate attention. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  War,  and 
of  the  Navy,  are  herewith  transmitted  These 
reports,  though  lengthy,  are  scarcely  more  than 
brief  abstracts  of  the  very  numerous  and  ex- 
tensive transactions  and  operations  conducted 
through  those  departments.  Nor  could  I  give 
a  summary  of  them  here,  upon  any  principle, 
which  would  admit  of  its  being  much  shorter 
than  the  reports  themselves  I  therefore  con- 
tent myself  with  laying  the  reports  before  you, 
and  asking  your  attention  to  them. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  a  decided  im- 
provement in  the  financial  condition  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  as  compared  with  several 
preceding  years.  The  receipts  for  the  fiscal 
year  1801  amounted  to  $8,349,296  40,  which 
embraced  the  revenue  from  all  the  States  of  the 
Union  for  three  quarters  of  that  year.  Not- 
withstanding the  cessation  of  revenue  from  the 
so-called  Seceded  States  during  the  last  fiscal 
year,  the  increase  of  the  correspondence  of  the 
loyal  States  has  been  sufficient  to  produce  a 
revenue  during  the  same  year  of  $8,299,820  90, 
being  only  $50,000  less  than  was  derived  from 
all  the  States  of  the  Union  during  the  previous 
year.  The  expenditures  show  a  still  more  fa- 
vorable result.  The  amount  expended  in  1861 
was  $13,606,759  11.  For  the  last  year  the 
amount  has  been  reduced  to  $11,125,364  13, 
showing  a  decrease  of  about  $2,481,000  in  the 
expenditures  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  and  about  $3,750,000  as  compared  with 
the  fiscal  year  1860.  The  deficiency  in  the 
Department  for  the  previous  year  was  $4,551,- 
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966  98.  For  the  last  fiscal  year  it  was  reduced 
to  $2,112,814  57.  These  favorable  results  are 
in  part  owing  to  the  cessation  of  mail  service 
in  the  insurrectionary  States,  and  in  part  to  a 
careful  review  of  all  expenditures  in  that  De- 
partment in  the  interest  of  economy.  The 
efSciency  of  the  postal  service,  it  is  believed, 
has  also  been  much  improved.  The  Postmaster 
General  has  also  opened  a  correspondence, 
through  the  Department  of  State,  with  foreign 
Governments,  proposing  a  convention  of  postal 
representatives  for  the  purpose  of  simplifying 
the  rates  of  foreign  postage,  and  to  expedite 
'the  foreign  mails.  This  proposition,  equally 
important  to  our  adopted  citizens,  and  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  this  country,  has  been 
favorably  entertained,  and  agreed  to,  by  all  the 
Governments  from  whom  replies  have  been 
received. 

I  ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Postmaster  General  in  his  report 
respecting  the  further  legislation  required  in 
his  opinion,  for  the  benefit  of  the  postal  service. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  reports  as  fol- 
lows in  regard  to  the  public  lands : 

"  The  public  lands  have  ceased  to  be  a  source 
of  revenue.  From  the  1st  of  July,  18G1,  to  the 
30th  Scpitember,  1862,  the  entire  cash  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  lands  were  §137, 4T6  26 — a 
sum  much  less  than  the  expenses  of  our  land 
system  during  the  same  period.  The  home- 
stead law,  which  will  take  effect  on  the  1st  of 
January  next,  ofl'ers  such  inducements  to  set- 
tlers, that  sales  for  cash  cannot  be  expected, 
to  an  extent  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  cost  of  sur- 
veying and  bringing  the  land  into  market." 

The  discrepancy  between  the  sum  here  stated 
as  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
and  the  sum  derived  from  the  same  source  as 
reported  from  the  Treasury  Department  arises, 
as  I  understand,  from  the  fact  that  the  periods 
of  time,  though  apparently,  were  not  really, 
coincident  at  the  beginning  point — the  Treas- 
ury report  including  a  considerable  sum  now, 
which  had  previously  been  reported  from  the 
Interior — sufficiently  large  to  greatly  overreach 
the  sum  derived  from  the  three  months  now 
reported  by  the  Interior,  and  not  by  the 
Treasury. 

The  Indian  tribes  upon  our  frontiers  have, 
during  the  past  year,  manifested  a  spirit  of  in- 
subordination, and,  at  several  points,  have 
engaged  in  open  hostilities  against  the  white 
settlements  in  their  vicinity.  The  tribes  occu- 
pying the  Indian  country  south  of  Kansas,  re- 
nounced their  allegiance  to  the  United  Stages, 
and  entered  into  treaties  with  the  insurgents. 
Thoie  who  reinained  loyal  to  the  United  States 
vvgre  driven  from  the  country.  The  chief  of 
the  Cherokces  has  visited  this  city  for  the  pur- 
pose of  restoring  the  former  relations  of  the 
tribe  with  the  United  States.  He  alleges  that 
they  were  constrained,  by  superior  force,  to 
enter  into-  treaties  with  the  insurgents,  and 
that  the  United  States  neglected  to  furnish  the 
protection  which  their  treaty  stipulations  re- 
quired. 

In  the  month  of  August  last  the  Sioux  Indi- 
ans, in  Minnesota,  attacked  the  settlements  in 


th^ir  vicinity  with  extreme  ferocity,  killing,  in- 
discriminately, men,  women,  and  children. 
This  attack  was  wholly  unexpected,  and,  there- 
fore, no  means  of  defence  had  been  p:  ovided. 
It  is  estimated  that  no  less  than  eight  hundred 
persons  were  killed  by  the  Indians,  and  a  large 
amount  of  property  was  destroyed.  How  this 
outbreak  was  induced  is  not  definitely  known, 
and  suspicions,  which  may  be  unjust,  need  not 
be  stated.  Information  was  received  by  the 
Indian  bureau,  from  different  sources,  about 
the  time  hostilities  were  commenced,  that  a 
simultaneous  attack  was  about  to  be  made  upon 
the  whi'e  settlements  by  all  the  tribes  between 
the  Mississippi  river  and  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
The  State  of  Minnesota  has  suffered  great  in- 
jury from  this  Indian  war.  A  large  portion  of 
her  territory  has  been  depopulated,  and  a 
severe  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  property.  The  people  of  that  State 
manifest  much  anxiety  for  the  removal  of  the 
tribes  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  as  a  guar- 
antee against  future  hostilities.  The  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  will  furnish  full  details. 
I  submit  for  your  special  consideration  whether 
our  Indian  system  shall  not  be  remodelled. 
MuTiy  wise  and  good  men  have  impressed  me 
with  the  belief  that  this  can  be  profitably 
done. 

I  submit  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  of 
commissioners,  which  shows  the  progress  that 
has  been  made  in  the  enterprise  of  constructing 
the  Pacific  railroad.  And  this  suggests  the 
earliest  completion  of  this  road,  and  also  the 
favorable  action  of  Congress  upon  the  projects 
now  pending  before  them  for  enlarging  the  ca- 
pacities of  the  great  canals  in  New  York  and 
Illinois,  as  being  of  vital,  and  rapidly  increas- 
ing importance  to  the  whole  nation,  and  especi- 
ally to  the  vast  interior  region  hereinafter  to 
be  noticed  at  some  greater  length.  I  propose 
having  prepared  and  laid  before  you  at  an  early 
day  some  interesting  and  valuable  statistical 
information  upon  this  subject.  The  military  and 
commercial  importance  of  enlarging  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal,  and  improving  the  Illinois 
river,  is  presented  in  the  report  of  Colonel 
Webster  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  now  trans- 
mitted to  Congress.  I  respectfully  ask  atten- 
tion to  it. 

To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  15th  of  May  last,  I  have  caused  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  United  States 
to  be  organized. 

The  Commissioner  informs  me  that,  within 
the  period  of  a  few  months  this  department  has 
established  an  extensive  system  of  correspond- 
ence and  exchanges,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
which  promises  to  effect  highly  beneficial  re- 
sults in  the  development  of  a  correct  knowledge 
of  recent  improvements  in  agriculture,  in  the 
introduction  of  new  products,  and  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  agricultural  statistics  of  the  dif- 
ferent States. 

Also  that  it  will  soon  be  prepared  to  distribute 
largely  seeds,  cereals,  plants  and  cuttings,  and 
has  already  published,  and  liberally  diffused, 
much  valuable  information  in  anticipation  of  a 
more  elaborate  report,  which  will  in  due  time  be 
furnished,   embracing  some   valuable   tests  in 
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chemical  science  now  in  progress  in  the  labora- 
tory. 

The  creation  of  this  department  was  for  the 
move  immediate  benefit  of  a  large  class  of  our 
most  valuable  citizens  ;  and  I  trust  that  the 
liberal  basis  upon  which  it  has  been  organized 
will  not  only  meet  your  approbation,  but  that 
it  will  realize,  at  no  distant  day,  all  the  fondest 
anticipations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends,  and 
become  the  fruitful  source  of  advantage  to  all 
our  people. 

For  the  residue  of  the  Message,  see  chapter 
on  "Confiscation  and  Emancipation."  p.  220 

Members  of  the  38th   Congress,  1st 
Session,  Dec.  7, 1863— July  4, 1864. 

SENATE. 

The  following  are  the  changes  from  the  list 
as  it  stood  at  the  close  of  the  37th  Congress : 

Rhode  Island — Wm.  Sprague,  in  place  of 
Samuel  G.  Ai-nold. 

New  York — Edwin  D.  Morgan,  in  place  of 
Preston  King. 

New  Jersey — Wm.  Wright,  in  place  of  James 
W.  Wall. 

Pennsylvania  —  Charles  R.  Buckalew,  in 
place  of  David  Wilmot. 

Delaware— 1864,  Feb.  2,  George  Read  Rid- 
dle, in  place  of  James  A.  Bayard  resigned  Jan. 
29,  18G4. 

Maryland  —  Reverdy  Johnson,  in  place  of 
Anthony  Kennedy. 

Virginia — Lemuel  J.  Bowden,  in  place  of 
Waitman  T.  Willey,  term  expired.  Mr.  B.  died 
Jan.  2,  1864.     His  vacancy  not  filled. 

West  Virginia — (New  Senators)  Waitman 
T.  Willey,  term  to  expire  March  3,  1865,  Peter 
G.  Van  Winkle,  term  to  expire  March  3,  1869. 

Indiana — Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  in  place  of 
David  Turpie. 

Missouri — 1863,  Dec.  14,  B.  Gratz  Brown, 
elected  for  the  unexpired  term  of  Waldo  P. 
Johnson,  expelled,  and  in  place  of  R.  Wilson, 
appointed. 

California — John  Conness,  in  place  of  Mil- 
ton S.  Latham. 

Minnesota — Alexander  Raipsey,  in  place  of 
Henry  M.  E.ice. 

Tennessee — Unrepresented. 

Memorandum  —  Messrs.  Elisha  Baxter  and 
Wm.  M.  Fishback,  claiming  to  represent  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  were  not  admitted. 

HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Schuyler  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  Speaker. 

Edward  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Clerk. 

Maine — Lorenzo  D.  JL  Sweat,  Sidney  Per- 
ham,  James  G.  Blaine,  John  H.  Rice,  Frede- 
rick A.  Pike. 

New  Hampshire — Daniel  Marcy,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  James  W.  Patterson. 

Vermont — Frederick  E.  Woodbridge,  Justin 
S.  Morrill,  Portus  Baxter. 

Massachusetts — Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Oakes 
Ames,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Samuel  Hooper, 
John  B.  Alley,  Daniel  W.  Gooch,  George  S. 
Boutwell,  John  D.  Baldwin,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Henry  L.  Dawes. 

Rhode  Island — Thomas  A.  Jenckes,  Nathan 
F.  Dixon. 


Connecticut — Henry  C.  Deming,  James  E. 
English,  Augustus  Brandegee,  John  H.  Hub- 
bard. 

New  York  —  Henry  G.  Stebbins,  Martin 
Kalbfleisch,  Moses  F.  Odell,  Benjamin  Wood, 
Fernando  Wood,  Elijah  Ward,  John  W.  Chau- 
ler,  James  Brooks,  Anson  Herrick,  William 
Radford,  Charles  H.  Winheld,  Homer  A.  Nel- 
son, John  B.  Steele,  John  V.   L.  Pruyn,   John 

A.  Griswold,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Calvin  T.  Hul- 
burd,  James  M.  Marvin,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Francis  Kernan,  DeWittC. 
Littlejohn,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Theodore  M, 
Pomeroy,  Daniel  Morris,  Giles  W.  Hotchkiss, 
Robert  B.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Augustus  Frank,  John  Ganson,  Reuben  E. 
Fenton. 

New  Jersey — John  F.  Starr,  George  Middle- 
ton,  William  G.  Steele,  Andrew  J.  Rogers, 
Nehemiah  Perry, 

Pennsylvania — Samuel  J.  Randall,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Leonard  Myers,  William  D.  Kelley, 
M.  Rdssell  Thayer,  John  D.  Stiles,  John  M. 
Broomall,  Sydenham  E.  Ancona,  Thaddeus 
Stevens,  Myer  Strouse,  Philip  Johnson,  Charles 
Denison,  Henry  W.  Tracy,  William  H.  Miller, 
Joseph  Baily,  Alexander  H.  Coffroth,  Archi- 
bald McAllister,  James  T.  Hale,  Glenni  W. 
Scofield,  Amos  Myers,  John  L.  Dawson,  James 
K.  Moorhead,  Thomas  Williams,  Jesse  Lazear. 

Delaware — Nathaniel  B.  Smithers. 

Maryland — John  A.  J.  Creswell,  Edwin  H. 
Webster,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Fj'ancis  Thomas, 
Benjamin  G.  Harris. 

Ohio — Geo.  H.  Pendleton,  Alexander  Long, 
Robert  C.  Schenck,  John  F.  McKinney,  Francis 
C.  LeBlond,  Chilton  A.  White,  Samuel  S.  Cox, 
William  Johnson,  Warren  P.  Noble,  James  M. 
Ashley,  Wells  A.  Hutchins,  W^illiam  E.  Finck, 
John  O'Neill,  George  Bliss,  James  R.  Morris, 
Joseph  W.  White,  Ephraim  R.  Eckley,  Rufus 
P.  Spalding,  James  A.  Garfield. 

Kentucky — Lucien  Anderson,  George  H. 
Yeaman,  Henry  Grider,  Aaron  Harding,  Robert 
Mallory,  Green  Clay  Smith,  Brutus  J.  Clay, 
William  H.  Randall,  William  H.  Wads  worth. 

Indiana — John  Law,  James  A.  Cravens, 
Henry  AV.  Harrington,  William  S.  Holman, 
George  W.  Julian,  Ebenezer  Dumont,  Daniel 
W.  Voorhees,  Godlove  S.  Orth,  Schuyler  Col- 
fax, Joseph  K.  Edgerton,  James  F.  McDowell. 

Illinois — Isaac  N.  Arnold,  John  F.  Farna- 
worth,  EUihu  B.  Washburne,  Charles  iVI.  Harris, 
Owen  Lovejoy,*  Jesse  O.  Norton,  John  R. 
Eden,  John  T.  Stuart,  Lewis  W.  Ross,  An- 
thony L.  Knapp,  James  C.  Robinson,  William 
R.  Morrison,  William  J.  Allen,  James  C.  Allen. 

Missouri — Francis  P.  Blair,  jr.,*  Henry  T. 
Blow,  John  G.  Scott,  Joseph  W.  McClurg,  Sem- 
pronius  H.  Boyd,  Austin  A.  King,  Benjamin  F, 
Loan,  William  A.  Hall,  James  S.  Rollins. 

Michigan — Fernando  C.  Beaman,  Charles 
Upson,  John  W.  Longyear,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  F.  Driggs. 

Iowa — James  F.  AVilson,  Hiram   Price,  Wra. 

B.  Allison,  Jcsiah  B.  Griunell,  John  A.  Kas- 
son,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard. 

Wisconsin — James   S.    Brown,   Ithamar  C. 


*Seo  memorandum  at  close  of  list. 
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Sloan,  Amasa  Cobb,  Charles  A.  Eldridge,  Ezra 
Wheeler,  Walter  D.  Mclndoe. 

California — Thomas  B.  Shannon,  William 
Higby,  Cornelius  Cole. 

Minnesota. — Wm.  Windom,  Ignatius  Don- 
nelly. 

Oregon — John  R.  McBride. 

Kansas — A.  Carter  Wilder. 

West  Virginia — Jacob  C.  Blair,  William  G. 
Brown,  Kellian  V.  Whaley. 

MEMORANDUM    OF    CHANGES. 

These  changes  ocburred  during  the  session  : 

1864,  Jan.  12,  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr.,  took  his 
eeai,  and  June  11th  was  unseated  by  vote  of 
the  House — yeas  81,  nays  33.  Same  day,  the 
House — yeas  70,  nays  53 — voted  that  Samuel 
Knox,  the  contestant,  was  entitled  to  the  seat, 
and  June  15th  he  was  qualified. 

18G4,  March  25,  Owen  Lovejoy  died.  May  20, 
Ebon  C.  Ingersoll  qualified  as  his  successor. 

The  names  of  A.  P.  Fields  and  Thomas  Cott- 
man,  claiming  seats  from  Louisiana,  were  placed 
upon  the  roll  by  the  Clerk  of  the  37th  Congress, 
and  voted  for  Speaker,  but  their  credentials 
were  refe;'red  to  the  Committee  on  Elections — 
yeas  100,  nays  71 — and,  Feb.  10,  they  were 
voted  not  entitled  to  seats,  without  a  divii^ion. 
The  names  of  the  Maryland  delegation  ;  of 
Messrs.  Blair,  Blow,  McClurg,  Boyd,  Loan  and 
Hall,  of  the  Missouri  delegation;  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Bride, of  Oregon ;  of  Mr.  Wilder,  of  Kansas  ; 
and  of  the  West  Virginia  delegation,  omitted 
by  the  Clerk,  were  ordered  by  the  House,  to  be 
placed  upon  the  roll.  The  claims  of  Messrs. 
Chandler,  Segar,  and  Kitchen,  of  Virginia, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
and  subsequently  reported  against — the  House 
concurring  in  the  report.  Messrs.  A.  A.  C. 
Eogers,  James  M.  Johnson,  and  T.  M.  Jacks, 
claiming  seats  from  Ai-kansas,  were  not  ad- 
mitted. 

President  Lincoln's  Third  Annual 
Message,  December  8,  J863. 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

Another  year  of  health,  and  of  sufficiently 
abundant  harvests,  has  passed.  For  these,  and 
especially  for  the  improved  condition  of  our 
national  affairs,  our  renewed  and  profoundest 
gratitude  to  God  is  due. 

We  remain  in  peace  and  friendship  with  for- 
eign Powers. 

The  eftbrts  of  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  involve  us  in  foreign  wars,  to  aid  an 
inexcusable  insurrection,  have  been  unavailing. 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  as  was 
justly  expected,  have  exercised  their  authority 
to  prevent  the  departure  of  new  hostile  expe- 
ditions from  British  ports.  The  Emperor  of 
France  has,  by  a  like  proceeding,  promptly 
vindicated  the  neutrality  which  he  proclaimed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  contest.  Questions  of 
great  intricacy  and  importance  have  arisen  out 
of  the  blockade  and  other  belligerent  opera- 
tions, between  the  Government  and  several  of 
the  maritime  Powers,  but  they  have  been  dis- 
cussed, and,  as  far  as  was  possible,  accommo- 


dated in  a^  spirit  of  frankness,  justice,  and 
mutual  good  will.  It  is  especially  gratifying 
that  our  prize  courts,  by  the  impartiality  of 
their  adjudications.  Lave  commanded  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  maritime  Powers. 

The  supplemental  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  for  the  suppression  of 
the  African  slave  trade,  made  on  the  I7th  day 
of  February  last,  has  been  duly  ratified  and 
carried  into  execution.  It  is  believed  that,  so 
far  as  American  ports  and  American  citizens 
are  concerned,  that  inhuman  and  odious  traffic 
has  been  brought  to  an  end.  , 

I  shall  submit,  for  the  consideratron  of  the 
Senate,  a  convention  for  the  adjustment  of  pos- 
sessoi-y  claims  in  Washington  Territory,  arising 
out  of  the  treaty  of  the  15th  June,  1846,  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  which 
have  been  the  source  of  some  disquiet  among 
the  citizens  of  that  now  rapidly  improving  part 
of  the  country. 

A  novel  and  important  question,  involving 
the  extent  of  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  Spain 
in  the  waters  which  surround  the  island  of 
Cuba,  has  been  debated  without  reaching  an 
agreement,  and  it  is  proposed,  in  an  amicable 
spirit,  to  refer  it  to  the  arbitrament  of  a  friendly 
Power.  A  convention  for  that  purpose  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Senate. 

I  have  thought  it  proper,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Senate,  to  concur  with  the  inter- 
ested commercial  Powers  in  an  arrangement 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  Scheldt  dues  upon 
the  principles  which  have  been  heretofore 
adopted  in  regard  to  the  imposts  upon  naviga- 
tion in  the  waters  of  Denmark. 

The  long  pending  controversy  between  this 
Government  and  that  of  Chili,  touching  the 
seizure  of  Sitana,  in  Peru,  by  Chilian  officers, 
of  a  large  amount  in  treasure  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  has  been  brought 
to  a  close  by  the  award  of  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  the  Belgians,  to  whose  arbitration  the 
question  was  referred  by  the  parties.  The  sub- 
ject was  thoroughly  and  patiently  examined  by 
that  justly  respected  magistrate,  and  although 
the  sum  awarded  to  the  claimants  may  not 
have  been  as  large  as  they  expected,  there  is  no 
reason  to  distrust  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty's 
decision.  That  decision  was  promptly  com- 
plied with  by  Chili,  when  intelligence  in  re- 
gard to  it  reached  that  country. 

The  joint  commission,  under  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  con- 
vention with  Peru  on  the  subject  of  claims,  has 
been  organized  at  Lima,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
business  intrusted  to  it. 

Difficulties  concerning  inter-oceanic  transit 
through  Nicaragua  are  in  course  of  amicable 
adjustment. 

In  conformity  with  principles  set  forth  in  my 
last  annual  message,  I  have  received  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  United  States  of  Colombia, 
and  have  accredited  a  minister  to  that  republic. 

Incidents  occurring  in  the  progress  of  our 
civil  war  have  forced  upon  my  attention  the 
uncertain  state  of  international  questions  touch- 
ing the  rights  of  foreigners  in  this  country  and 
of  United  States  citizens  abroad.  In  regard  to 
some  Governments   these   rights   are  at  least 
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partially  defined  by  treaties.  In  no  instance, 
however,  is  it  expressly  stipulated  that,  in  the 
event  of  civil  war,  a  foreigner  residing  in  this 
country,  within  the  lines  of  the  insurgents,  is 
to  be  exempted  from  the  rule  which  classes 
him  as  a  belligerent,  in  whose  behalf  the  Gov- 
ernment of  his  country  cannot  expect  any 
privileges  or  immunities  distinct  from  that 
character.  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  such 
claims  have  been  put  forward,  and,  in  some 
instances,  in  behalf  of  foreigners  who  have 
lived  in  the  United  States  the  greater  part  of 
their  lives. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  persons 
born  in  foreign  countries,  who  have  declared 
their  intentions  to  become  citizens,  or  who  have 
been  fully  naturalized,  have  evaded  the  military 
duty  required  of  them  by  denying  the  fact,  and 
thereby  throwing  upon  the  Government  the 
burden  of  proof.  It  has  been  found  difficult  or 
impracticable  to  obtain  this  proof,  from  the 
want  of  guides  to  the  proper  sources  of  infor- 
mation. These  might  be  supplied  bj'  requiring 
clerks  of  courts,  where  declarations  of  inten- 
tions may  be  made  or  naturalizations  etfected, 
to  send,  periodically,  lists  of  the  names  of  the 
persons  naturalized,  or  declaring  their  intention 
to  become  citizens,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, in  whose  department  those  names  might 
be  arranged  and  printed  for  general  informa- 
tion. 

There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  foreigners 
frequently  become  citizens  of  the  United  States 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  evading  duties  imposed 
by  the  laws  of  their  native  countries,  to  which, 
on  becoming  caturalized  here,  they  at  once  re- 
pair, and,  though  never  returning  to  the  United 
States,  they  still  claim  the  interposition  of  this 
Government  as  citizens.  Many  altercations 
and  great  prejudices  have  heretofore  arisen  out 
of  this  abuse.  It  is,  therefore,  submitted  to 
your  serious  consideration.  It  might  be  advi- 
sable to  fix  H  limit,  beyond  which  no  citizen  of 
the  United  States  residing  abroad  may  claim 
the  interposition  of  his  Government. 

The  right  of  suflrage  has  often  been  assumed 
and  exercised  by  aliens,  under  pretences  of 
naturalization,  which  they  have  disavowed  when 
drafted  into  the  military  service.  I  submit  the 
expediency  of  such  an  amendment  of  the  law 
as  will  make  the  fact  of  voting  an  estoppel 
against  any  plea  of  exemption  from  military 
service,  or  other  civil  obligation,  on  the  ground 
of  alienage. 

Id  common  with  other  western  Powers,  our 
relations  with  Japan  have  been  brought  into 
serious  .jeopardy,  through  the  perverse  opposi- 
tion of  the  hereditary  aristocracy  of  the  empire 
to  the  enlightened  and  liberal  policy  of  the  Ty- 
coon, designed  to  bring  the  country  into  the 
society  of  nations.  It  is  hoped,  although  not 
with  entire  confidence,  that  these  difficulties 
may  be  peacefully  overcome.  I  ask  your  at- 
tention to  the  claim  of  the  minister  residing 
there  for  the  damages  he  sustained  in  the  de- 
struction by  fire  of  the  residence  of  the  legation 
at  Yedo. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made 
with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  result  in  effecting  a  continuous  line 


of  telegraph  through  that  empire  from  our  Pa- 
cific coast. 

I  recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration 
the  subject  of  an  international  telegraph  across 
the  Atlantic  ocean;  and  also  of  a  telegraph  be- 
tween this  capital  and  the  national  forts  along 
the  Atlantic  sea-board  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Such  communications,  established  with  any 
reasonable  outlay,  would  be  economical  as  well 
as  efi^'ective  aids  to  the  diplomatic,  military,  and 
naval  service. 

The  consular  system  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  enactments  of  the  last  Congress,  be- 
gins to  be  self-sustaining  ;  and  there  is  reason 
to  hope  that  it  may  be<^ome  entirely  so,  with  the 
increase  of  trade  which  will  ensue  whenever 
peace  is  restored.  Our  ministers  abroad  have  been 
faithful  in  defending  American  rights.  In  pro- 
tecting commercial  interests,  our  consuls  have 
necessarily  had  to  encounter  increased  labors 
and  responsibilities,  growing  out  of  the  war. 
These  they  have,  for  the  most  part,  met  and 
discharged  with  zeal  and  efficiency.  This  ac- 
knowledgment justly  includes  those  consuls 
who,  residing  in  Morocco,  Egj'pt,  Turkey,  Ja- 
pan, China,  and  other  Oriental  countries,  are 
charged  with  complex  functions  and  extraordi- 
nary powers. 

The  condition  of  the  several  organized  Terri- 
tories is  generally  satisfactory,  although  Indian 
disturbances  in  New  Mexico  have  not  been  en- 
tirely suppressed.  The  mineral  resources  of 
Colorado,  Nevada,  Idaho,  New  Mexico,  and  Ari- 
zona, are  proving  far  richer  than  has  been 
heretofore  understood.  I  lay  before  you  a  com- 
munication on  this  subject  from  the  Governor 
of  New  Mexico.  I  again  submit  to  your  consid- 
aration  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  system 
for  the  encouragement  of  immigration.  Al- 
though this  source  of  national  wealth  and 
strength  is  again  flowing  with  greater  freedom 
than  for  several  years  before  the  insurrection 
occurred,  there  is  still  a  great  deficiency  of  la- 
borers in  every  field  of  industry,  especially  in 
agriculture  and  in  our  mines,  as  well  of  iron 
and  coal  as  of  the  precious  metals.  While  the 
demand  for  labor  is  much  increased  here,  tens 
of  thousands  of  persons,  destitute  of  remunera- 
tive occupation,  are  thronging  our  foreign  con- 
sulates, and  offering  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
States  if  essential,  but  very  cheap,  assistance 
can  be  afforded  them.  It  is  easy  to  see  that,  un- 
der the  sharp  discipline  of  civil  war,  the  nation 
is  beginning  a  new  life  This  noble  eflort  de- 
mands the  aid,  and  ought  to  receive  the  atten- 
tion and  support  of  the  Government. 

Injuries,  unforeseen  by  the  Government  and 
unintended,  may,  in  some  cases,  have  been  in- 
flicted on  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  foreign 
countries,  both  at  sea  and  on  land,  by  persons 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates.  As  this 
Government  expects  redress  from  other  Powers 
when  similar  injuries  are  inflicted  by  persons 
in  their  service  upon  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  we  must  be  prepared  to  do  justice  to 
foreigners.  If  the  existing  judicial  tribunals 
are  inadequate  to  this  purpose,  a  special  court 
may  be  authorized,  with  power  to  bear  and  de- 
cide such  claims  of  the  character  referred  to 
as  may  have  arisen  under  treaties  and  the  pub- 


ADMINISTRATION   OP   ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


U3 


lie  law.  Conventions  for  adjusting  the  claims 
by  joint  commission  have  been  proposed  to  some 
Governments,  but  no  definite  answer  to  the 
proposition  has  yet  been  received  from  any. 

In  the  course  of  the  session  I  shall  probably 
have  occasion  to  request  you  to  provide  indem- 
nification to  claimants  where  decrees  of  restitu- 
tion have  been  rendered,  and  damages  awarded 
by  admiralty  courts  ;  and  in  other  cases,  where 
this  Government  may  be  acknowledged  to  be 
liable  in  principle,  and  where  the  amount  of 
that  liability  has  been  ascertained  by  an  infor- 
mal arbitration. 

The  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  have 
deemed  themselves  required  by  the  law  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  subject,  to  demand  a 
tax  upon  the  incomes  of  foreign  consuls  in  this 
country.  While  such  a  demand  may  not,  in 
strictness,  be  in  derogation  of  public  law,  or 
perhaps  of  any  existing  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  a  foreign  country,  the  expe- 
diency of  so  far  modifying  the  act  as  to  exempt 
from  tax  the  income  of  such  consuls  as  are  not 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  derived  from  the 
emoluments  of  their  office,  or  from  property 
not  situated  in  the  United  States,  is  submitted 
to  your  serious  consideration.  I  make  this 
suggestion  upon  the  ground  that  a  comity  which 
ought  to  be  reciprocated  exempts  our  consuls, 
in  all  other  countries,  from  taxation  to  the  ex- 
tent thus  indicated.  The  United  States,  I  think. 
ought  not  to  be  exceptionably  illiberal  to  in- 
ternational trade  and  commerce. 

The  operations  of  the  Treasury  during  the 
last  y(  ar  have  been  successfully  conducted. 
The  enactment  by  Congress  of  a  national  bank- 
ing law  has  proved  a  valuable  support  of  the 
public  credit ;  and  the  general  legislation  in 
relation  to  loans  has  fully  answered  the  expect- 
ations of  its  favorers.  Some  amendments  may 
be  required  to  perfect  existing  laws,  but  no 
change  in  their  principles  or -general  scope  is 
believed  to  be  needed. 

Since  these  measures  have  been  in  operation, 
all  demands  on  the  Treasury,  including  the  pay 
of  the  Army  and  Navy,  have  been  promptly  met 
and  fully  satisfied.  No  considerable  body  of 
trcps,  it  is  believed,  were  ever  more  amply 
provided,  and  more  liberally  and  punctually 
paid  ;  and  it  may  be  added,  that  by  no  people 
were  the  burdens  incident  to  a  great  war  ever 
more  cheerfully  borne. 

The  receipts  during  the  year  from  all  sources, 
including  loans  and  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
its  commencement,  were  §901,125,074  86,  and 
the  aggregate  disbursements  $895,796,630  65, 
leaving  a  balance  on  the  1st  of  .July,  1863,  of 
§5,329,044  21.  Of  the  receipts  there  were 
derived  from  customs  §69  059,642  40  :  from 
internal  revenue,  §37, 640, 787  95  ;  from  direct 
tax,  §1,485.103  61;  from  lands,  $167,617  17; 
from  miscellaneous  sources,  $3,046,615  35; 
and  from  loans,  $770,682,361  57  ;  making  the 
aggregate,  §901,125,674  86.  Of  the  disburse- 
ments there  were  for  the  civil  service,  $23,- 
253,922  08  ;  for  pensions  and  Indians,  $4,216,- 
520  79  ;  for  interest  on  public  debt,  $24,729,846 
51 ;  for  the  War  Department,  $599,298,600  83  ; 
for  the  Navy  Department,  §63,211,105  27;  for 
payment  of  funded  and  temporary  debt,  $181,- 


086,635  07  ;  making  the  aggregate,  $895,706,- 
630  65,  and  leaving  the  balance  of  $5,329,044 
21.  But  the  payment  of  funded  and  temporary 
debt,  having  been  made  from  moneys  borrowed 
during  the  year,  must  be  regarded  as  merely 
nominal  payments,  and  the  moneys  borrowed 
to  make  tbem  as  merely  nominal  receipts ;  and 
their  amount,  $181  086,635  07,  should  there- 
fore be  deducted  both  from  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements. This  being  done,  there  remains 
as  actual  receipts  §720,039,039  79,  and  the 
actual  disbursements  §714.709,995  58,  leaving 
the  balance  as  already  stated. 

The  actual  receipts  and  disbursements  for 
the  first  quarter,  and  the  estimated  receipts  and 
disbursements  for  the  remaining  three  Cfuar- 
ters  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  18G4,  will  be 
shown  in  detail  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  which  I  invite  your  atten- 
tion. It  is  suflicient  to  say  here  that  it  is  not 
believed  that  actual  results  will  exhibit  a  state 
of  the  finances  less  favorable  to  the  country 
than  the  estimates  of  that  officer  heretofore 
submitted ;  while  it  is  confidently  expected 
that  at  the  close  of  the  yearboth  disbursements 
and  debt  will  be  found  very  considerably  less 
than  has  been  anticipated. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  a  docu- 
ment of  great  interest.     It  consists  of — 

1.  The  military  opei'ations  of  the  year,  de- 
tailed in  the  report  of  the  General-in-Chief. 

2.  The  organization  of  colored  persons  into 
the  war  service. 

3.  Tlie  exchange  of  prisoners,  fully  set  forth 
in  the  letter  of  Gen.  Hitchcock. 

4.  The  operations  under  the  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  detailed  in 
the  report  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General. 

5.  The  organization  of  the  invalid  corps  ;  and 

6.  The  operation  of  the  several  departments 
of  the  Quartermaster  General,  Commissai-y 
General,  Paymaster  General,  Chief  of  Engineers, 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  and  Surgeon  General. 

It  has  appeared  impossible  to  make  a  valuable 
summary  of  this  report  except  such  as  would 
be  too  extended  for  this  place,  and  hence  I  con- 
tent myself  by  asking  your  careful  attention 
to  the  report  itself. 

The  duties  devolving  on  the  naval  branch  of 
the  service  during  the  year,  and  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  unhappy  contest,  have  been 
dischafged  with  fidelity  and  eminent  success. 
The  extensive  blockade  has  been  constantly  in- 
creasing in  efficiency,  as  the  navy  has  expand- 
ed ;  yet  on  so  long  a  line  it  has  so  far  been  im- 
possible to  entirely  suppress  illicit  trade.  From 
returns  received  at  the  Navy  Department  it  ap- 
pears that  more  than  one  thousand  vessels  ' 
have  been  captured  since  the  blockade  was  in. 
stituted,  and  that  the  value  of  prizes  already 
sent  in  for  adjudication  amounts  to  over 
thirteen  millions  of  dollars. 

The  naval  force  of  the  United  States  consists 
at  this  time  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
vessels,  completed  and  in  the  course  of  comple- 
tion, and  of  these  seventy-five  are  iron-clad  or 
armored  steamers.  The  events  of  the  war  give 
an  increased  interest  and  importance  to  the 
Navy  which  will  probably  extend  beyond  the 
war  itself. 
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The  armored  vessels  in  our  Navy,  completed 
and  in  service,  or  vehich  are  under  contract  and 
approaching  completion,  are  believed  to  exceed 
in  number  those  of  any  other  Power.  But  wliile 
these  may  be  relied  upon  for  harbor  defence 
and  coast  service,  others  of  greater  strength  and 
capacity  will  be  necessary  for  cruising  pur- 
poses, and  to  maintain  our  rightful  position  on 
the  ocean. 

The  change  that  has  taken  place  in  naval 
vessels  aud  naval  warfare  since  the  introduction 
of  steam  as  a  motive  power  for  ships  of  war 
demands  either  a  corresponding  change  in  some 
of  our  existing  navy-yards,  or  the  establishment 
of  new  ones,  for  the  construction  and  necessary 
repair  of  modern  naval  vessels.  No  inconsid- 
erable embarrassment,  delay,  and  public  injury 
have  been  experienced  from  the  want  of  such 
governmental  establishments.  The  necessitj'  of 
such  a  navy  yard,  so  furnished,  at  some  suitable 
place  upon  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  has  on  re- 
peated occasions  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  Congress  by  the  Navy  Department,  and  is 
again  presented  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
which  accompanies  this  communication.  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  invite  your  special  attention 
to  this  subject,  and  also  to  that  of  establishing 
a  yard  and  depot  for  naval  purposes  upon  one 
of  the  western  rivers.  A  naval  force  has  been 
created  on  those  interior  waters,  and  under 
many  disadvantages,  within  little  more  than 
two  years,  exceeding  in  numbers  the  whole 
naval  force  of  the  country  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  administration.  Satisfactory  and 
important  as  have  been  the  performances  of 
the  heroic  men  of  the  Navy  at  this  interesting 
period,  they  are  scarcely  more  wonderful  than 
the  success  of  our  mechanics  and  artisans  in 
the  production  of  war  vessels  which  has  created 
a  new  form  of  naval  power. 

Our  country  has  advantages  superior  to  any 
other  nation  in  its  resources  of  iron  and  timber, 
with  inexhaustible  quantities  of  fuel  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  both,  all  available  and  in 
close  proximity  to  navigable  waters.  Without 
the  advantage  of  public  works  the  resources  of 
the  nation  have  been  developed  and  its  power 
displayed  in  the  construction  of  a  navy  of  such 
magnitude  which  has,  at  the  very  period  of  its 
creation,  rendered  signal  service  to  the  Union. 

The  increase  of  the  number  of  seamen  in  the 
public  service,  from  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  to  about  thirty- 
four  thousand  at  the  present  time,  has  been  ac- 
complished without  special  legislation,  or  extra- 
ordinary bounties  to  promote  that  increase.  It 
has  been  found,  however,  that  the  operation  of 
the  draft,  with  the  high  bounties  paid  for  army 
recruits,  is  beginning  to  affect  injuriously  the 
naval  service,  and  will,  if  not  corrected,  be 
likely  to  impair  its  efficiency,  by  detaching  sea- 
men from  their  proper  vocation  and  inducing 
them  to  enter  the  army.  I  therefore  respect- 
fully suggest  that  Congress  might  aid  both  the 
army  and  naval  service  by  a  definite  provision 
on  this  subject,  which  would  at  the  same  time 
be  equitable  to  the  communiUes  more  especially 
interested. 

I  commend  to  your  consideration  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  regard 


to  the  policy  of  fostering  and  training  seamen, 
and  also  the  education  of  ofiBcers  and  engineers 
for  the  naval  service.  The  Naval  Academy  is 
reudering  signal  service  in  preparing  midship- 
men for  the  highly  responsible  duties  which  in 
after  life  they  will  be  required  to  perform.  In 
order  that  the  country  should  not  be  deprived 
of  the  proper  quota  of  educated  officers,  for 
which  legal  provision  has  been  made  at  the  Na- 
val School,  the  vacancies  caused  by  the  neglect 
or  omission  to  make  nominations  from  the 
States  in  insurrection  have  been  filled  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  school  is  now  more 
full  and  complete  than  at  any  former  period, 
and  in  every  respect  entitled  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Congress. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  Post  Office  Department  has  been 
one  of  increasing  prosperity,  and  I  am  gratified 
in  being  able  to  state  that  the  actual  postal 
revenue  has  nearly  equalled  the  entire  expend- 
itures ;  the  fatter  amounting  to  $11,314,206 
84,  and  the  former  to  $11,103,789  59,  leaving 
a  deficiency  of  but  $160,417  25.  In  1800,  the 
year  immediately  preceding  the  rebellion,  the 
deficiency  amotmted  to  $5,650,705  49,  the 
postal  receipts  of  that  year  being  $2,645,722- 
19  less  than  those  of  1863.  The  decrease  since 
1800  in  the  annual  amount  of  transportation 
has  been  only  about  25  per  cent.,  but  tho 
annual  expenditure  on  account  of  the  same 
has  been  reduced  35  per  cent.  It  is  manifest, 
therefore,  that  the  Post  Office  Department  may 
become  self-sustaining  in  a  few  years,  even 
with  the  restoration  of  the  whole  service. 

The  international  conference  of  postal  dele- 
gates from  the  principal  countries  of  Europe 
and  America,  which  was  called  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Postmaster  General,  met  at  Paris 
on  the  11th  of  May  last,  and  concluded  its  de- 
liberations on  the  8th  of  June.  The  principles 
established  by  the  conference  as  best  adapted 
to  facilitate  postal  intercourse  between  nations, 
and  as  the  basis  of  future  postal  conventions, 
inaugurate  a  general  system  of  uniform  inter- 
national charges,  at  reduced  rates  of  postage, 
and  cannot  fail  to  produce  beneficial  results. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  which  is  herewith  laid  before  you, 
for  useful  aud  varied  information  in  relation  to 
ihe  public  lands,  Indian  affairs,  patents,  pen- 
sions, and  other  matters  of  public  concern 
pertaining  to  this  department. 

The  quantity  of  land  disposed  of  during  tho 
last  ami  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  fiscal 
years  was  three  million  eight  hundred  and 
forty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-nine 
acres,  of  which  one  hundred  aud  sixty-one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eleven  acres  were 
sold  for  cash,  one  million  four  hundred  and 
fifty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  fourteen 
acres  were  taken  up  under  the  homestead  law, 
and  the  residue  disposed  of  under  laws  grant- 
ing lands  for  military  bounties,  for  railroad  and 
other  purposes.  It  also  appears  that  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  is  largely  on  the  increase. 

It  has  long  been  a  cherished  opinion  of  some 
of  our  wisest  statesmen  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  had  a  higher  and  more  enduring 
interest  in  the  early  settlement  and  substantial 
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cultivation  of  the  public  lands  than  in  the 
amount  of  direct  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
the  sale  of  them.  This  opinion  has  had  a  con- 
lolling  influence  in  shaping  legislation  upon 
the  subject  of  our  national  domain.  I  may 
cite,  as  evidence  of  this,  the  liberal  measure's 
adopted  in  reference  to  actual  settlers  ;  the 
grant  to  the  States  of  the  overflowed  lands 
within  their  limits  in  order  to  their  being  re- 
claimed and  rendered  fit  for  cultivation ;  the 
grants  to  railway  companies  of  alternate  sec- 
tions of  land  upon  the  contemplated  lines  of 
their  roads  which,  when  completed,  will  so 
largely  multiply  the  facilities  for  reaching  our 
distant  possessions.  This  policy  has  received 
its  most  signal  and  beneficent  illustration  in 
the  recent  enactment  granting  homesteads  to 
actual  settlers.  Since  the  first  day  of  January 
last  the  beforementioned  quantity  of  one  mil- 
lion four  hundred  and  fifty-six  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  land  have 
been  taken  up  under  its  provisions.  This  fact 
and  the  amount  of  sales,  furnish  gratifying 
evidence  of  increasing  settlement  upon  the 
public  lands,  notwithstanding  the  great  strug- 
gle in  which  the  energies  of  the  nation  have 
been  engaged,  and  which  has  required  so  large 
a  withdrawal  of  our  citizens  from  their  accus- 
tomed pursuits.  I  cordially  concur  in  the 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, suggesting  a  modification  of  the  act  in 
favor  of  those  engaged  in  the  military  and  na- 
val service  of  the  United  States.  I  doubt  not 
that  Congress  will  cheerfully  adopt  such 
measures  as  will,  without  essentially  chang- 
ing the  general  features  of  the  system,  se- 
cure, to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  its 
benefits  to  those  who  have  left  their  homes 
in  the  defence  of  the  country  in  this  arduous 
crisis. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  views  of  the 
Secretary  as  to  the  propriety  of  raising,  by  ap- 
propriate legislation,  a  revenue  from  the  mine- 
ral lands  of  the  United  States. 

The  measures  provided  at  your  last  session 
for  the  removal  of  certain  Indian  tribes  have 
been  carried  into  efi^ect.  Sundry  treaties  have 
been  negotiated,  which  will,  in  due  time,  be 
submitted  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the 
Senate.  They  contain  stipulations  for  extin- 
guishing the  possessory  rights  of  the  Indians  to 
large  and  valuable  tracts  of  land.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  effect  of  these  treaties  will  result  in 
the  establishment  of  permanent  friendly  rela- 
tions with  such  of  these  tribes  as  have  been 
brought  into  frequent  and  bloody  collision  with 
our  outlying  settlements  and  emigrants.  Sound 
policy  and  our  imperative  duty  to  these  wards 
of  the  Government  demand  our  anxious  and 
constant  attention  to  their  material  well-being, 
to  their  progress  in  the  arts  of  civilization,  and 
above  all,  to  that  moral  training  which,  under 
the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  will  confer 
upon  them  the  elevated  and  sanctifying  in- 
fluences, the  hopes  and  consolations  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

I  suggested  in  my  last  annual  message  the 
propriety  of  remodelling  our  Indian  system. 
Subsequent  events  have  satisfied  me  of  its  ne- 
cessity. The  details  set  forth  in  the  report  of 
10 


the  Secretary  evince  the  urgent  need  for  imme- 
diate legislative  action. 

I  commend  the  benevolent  institutions  estab- 
lished or  patronized  by  the  Government  in  this 
District  to  your  generous  and  fostering  care. 

Tlie  attention  of  Congress,  during  the  last 
session,  was  engaged  to  some  extent  with  a 
proposition  for  enlarging  the  water  communi- 
cation between  the  Mississippi  river  and  the 
northeastern  seaboard,  which  proposition,  how- 
ever, failed  for  the  time.  Since  then,  upon  a 
call  of  the  greatest  respectability,  a  convention 
has  been  held  at  Chicago  upon  the  same  subject, 
a  summary  of  whose  views  is  contained  in  a 
memorial  addressed  to  the  President  and  Con- 
gress, and  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  lay 
before  you.  That  this  interest  is  one  which,  ere 
long,  will  force  its  own  way,  I  do  not  entertain 
a  doubt,  while  it  is  submitted  entirely  to  your 
wisdom  as  to  what  can  be  done  now.  Aug- 
mented interest  is  given  to'  this  subject  by  the 
actual  commencement  of  the  work  on  the  Pa- 
cific railroad,  under  auspices  so  favorable  to 
rapid  progress  and  completion.  The  enlarged, 
navigation  becomes  a  palpable  need  to  the  great 
road. 

I  transmit  the  second  annual  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
asking  your  attention  to  tbe  developments  in 
that  vital  interest  of  the  nation. 

When  Congress  assembled  a  year  ago  the  war 
had  already  lasted  nearly  twenty  months,  and 
there  had  been  many  conflicts  on  both  land  and 
sea  with  varying  results.  The  rebellion  had 
been  pressed  back  into  reduced  limits  ;  yet  ih& 
tone  of  public  feeling  and  opinion,  at  home  and 
abroad,  was  not  satisfactory.  With  other  signs, 
the  popular  elections,  then  just  past,  indicated 
uneasiness  among  ourselves,  while  amid  much 
that  was  cold  and  menacing,  the  kindest  words 
coming  from  Europe  were  uttered  in  accents  of 
pity,  that  we  were  too  blind  to  surrender  a 
hopeless  cause.  Our  commerce  was  suffering 
greatly  by  a  few  armed  vessels  built  upon  and 
furnished  from  foreign  shores,  and  we  were 
threatened  with  such  additions  from  the  same 
quarter  as  would  sweep  our  trade  from  the  sea 
and  raise  our  blockade.  We  had  failed  to  elicit 
from  European  Governments  anything  hopeful 
upon  this  subject.  The  preliminary  emancipa- 
tion proclamation,  issued  in  September,  was 
running  its  assigned  period  to  the  beginning  of 
the  new  year.  A  month  later  the  final  procla- 
mation came,  including  the  announcement  that 
colored  men  of  suitable  condition  would  be  re- 
ceived into  the  war  service.  The  policy  of 
emancipation,  and  of  employing  black  soldiers, 
gave  to  the  future  a  new  aspect,  about  which 
hope,  and  fear,  and  doubt  contended  in  uncer- 
tain conflict.  According  to  our  political  system, 
as  a  matter  of  civil  administration,  the  General 
Government  had  no  lawful  power  to  effect 
emancipation  in  any  State,  and  for  a  long  time 
it  had  been  hoped  that  the  rebellion  could  be 
suppressed  without  resorting  to  it  as  a  military 
measure.  It  was  all  the  while  deemed  possible 
that  the  necessity  for  it  might  come,  and  that  if 
it  should,  the  crisis  of  the  contest  would  then 
be  presented.  It  came,  and,  as  was  anticipated, 
it  was  followed  by  dark  and  doubtful  days. 


146 


ADMINISTEATION   OP   ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Eleven  months  having  now  passed,  we  are  per- 
mitted to  take  another  view.  The  rebel  borders 
are  pressed  still  further  back,  and  by  the  com- 
plete opening  of  the  Mississippi  the  country 
dominated  by  the  rebellion  is  divided  into  dis- 
tinct parts,  with  no  prac("cal  communication 
between  them.  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  have 
been  substantially  cleared  of  insurgent  control, 
and  influential  citizens  in  each,  owners  of  slaves 
and  advocates  of  slavery  at  the  beginning  of  the 
rebellion,  now  declare  openly  for  emancipation 
in  their  respective  States.  Of  those  States  not 
included  in  the  emancipation  proclamation, 
Maryland  and  Missouri,  neither  of  which  three 
years  ago  would  tolerate  any  restraint  upon  the 
extension  of  slavery  into  new  territories,  only 
dispute  now  as  to  the  best  mode  of  removing  it 
within  their  own  limits. 

Of  those  who  were  slaves  at  the  beginning 
of  the  rebellion,  full  one  hundred  thousand  are 
now  in  the  United  Stales  military  service,  about 
one  half  of  which  number  actually  bear  arms 
in  the  ranks ;  thus  giving  the  double  advantage 
of  taking  so  much  labor  from  the  insurgent 
cause,  and  supplying  the  places  which  other- 
wise must  be  filled  with  so  many  white  men. 
So  far  as  tested,  it  is  difficult  to  say  they  are 
not  as  good  soldiers  as  any.  No  servile  insur- 
rection, or  tendency  to  violence  or  cruelty,  has 
marked  the  measures  of  emancipation  and  arm- 
ing the  blacks.  These  measures  have  been 
much  discussed  in  foreign  countries,  and  con- 
temporary with  such  discussion  the  tone  of 
public  sentiment  there  is  much  improved.  At 
home  the  same  measures  have  been  fully  dis- 
cussed, supported,  criticised,  and  denounced, 
and  the  annual  elections  following  are  highly 
encouraging  to  those  whose  official  duty  it  is 
to  bear  the  country  through  this  great  trial. 
Thus  we  have  the  new  reckoning.  The  crisis 
which  threatened  to  divide  the  friends  of  the 
Union  is  past. 

Looking  now  to  the  present  and  future,  and 
with  reference  to  a  resumption  of  the  national 
authority  within  the  States  wherein  that 
authority  has  been  suspended,  I  have  thought 
fit  to  issue  a  proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  transmitted.  On  examination  of  this 
proclamation  it  will  appear,  as  is  believed,  that 
nothing  will  be  attempted  beyond  what  is 
amply  justified  by  the  Constitution.  True,  the 
form  of  an  oath  is  given,  but  no  man  is  coerced 
to  take  it.  The  man  is  only  promised  a  pardon 
in  case  he  voluntarily  takes  the  oath.  The 
Constitution  authorizes  the  Executive  to  grant 
or  withhold  the  pardon  at  his  own  absolute 
discretion  ;  and  this  includes  the  power  to  £C''ant 
on  terms,  as  is  fully  established  by  judicial  and 
other  authorities. 

It  is  also  proffered  that  if,  in  any  of  the 
States  named,  a  State  government  shall  be,  in 
the  mode  prescribed,  set  up,  such  government 
shall  be  recognized  and  guarantied  by  the 
United  States,  and  that  under  it  the  State 
shall,  on  constitutional  conditions,  be  protected 
against  invasion  and  domestic  violence.  The 
constitutional  obligation  of  the  United  States 
to  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  re- 
publican form  of  government,  and  to  protect 
the  State,  in  the  cases  stated,  is  explicit  and 


full.  But  why  tender  the  benefits  of  this  pro- 
vision only  to  a  State  government  set  up  ia 
this  particular  way  ?  This  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution contemplates  a  case  wherein  the  ele- 
ment within  a  State,  favorable  to  republican 
government,  in  the  Union,  may  be  too  feeble 
for  an  opposite  and  hostile  element  external  to 
or  even  within  the  State ;  at.d  such  are  pre- 
cisely the  cases  with  which  we  are  now  dealing. 

An  attempt  to  guaranty  and  protect  a  re- 
vived State  government,  constructed  in  whole, 
or  in  preponderatingpart,  from  the  very  element 
against  whose  hostility  and  violence  it  is  to  be 
protected,  is  simply  absurd.  There  must  be  a 
test  by  which  to  sejiarate  the  opposing  elements 
so  as  to  bull  i  only  from  the  sound ;  and  that 
test  is  a  sufficiently  liberal  one  which  accepts 
as  sound  whoever  wiil  make  a  sworn  recanta- 
tion of  his  former  unsoundness. 

But  if  it  be  proper  to  require,  as  a  test  of 
admission  to  the  political  body,  an  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  Union  under  it,  why  also  to  the  laws 
and  proclamations  in  regard  to  slavery  ?  Those 
laws  and  proc'amations  were  enacted  and  put 
forth  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion.  To  give  them  their  fullest 
effect,  there  had  to  be  a  pledge  for  their  main- 
tenance. In  my  judgment  they  have  aided, 
and  will  further  aid,  the  cause  for  which  they 
were  intended.  To  now  abandon  them  would 
be  not  only  to  relinquish  a  lever  of  power,  but 
would  also  be  a  cruel  and  an  astounding  breach 
of  faith.  I  may  add  at  this  point,  that  while  I 
remain  in  my  present  position  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  retract  or  modify  the  emancipation 
proclamation  ;  nor  shall  I  return  to  slavery  any 
person  who  is  free  by  the  terms  of  that  procla- 
mation, or  by  any  of  the  acts  of  Congress. 
For  these  and  other  reasons  it  is  thought  best 
that  support  of  these  measures  shall  be  inclu- 
ded in  the  oath  ;  and  it  is  believed  the  Execu- 
tive may  lawfully  claim  it  in  return  for  pardoa 
and  restoration  of  forfeited  rights,  which  he 
has  clear  constitutional  power  to  withhold  alto- 
gether, or  grant  upon  the  terms  which  he  shall 
deem  wisest  for  the  public  Interest  It  should 
be  observed,  also,  that  this  part  of  the  oath  is 
subject  to  the  modifying  and  abrogating  power 
of  legislation  and  supreme  judicial  decision. 

The  proposed  acquiescence  of  the  national 
Executive  in  any  reasonable  temporary  State 
arrangement  for  the  freed  people  is  made  with 
the  view  of  possibly  modifying  the  confusion 
and  destitution  which  must  at  best,  attend  all 
classes  by  a  total  revolution  of  labor  through- 
out whole  States.  It  is  hoped  that  the  already 
deeply  afflicted  people  in  those  States  may  be 
somewhat  more  ready  to  give  up  the  cause  of 
their  affliction,  if,  to  this  extent,  this  vital  mat- 
ter be  left  to  themselves ;  while  no  power  of 
the  national  Executive  to  prevent  an  abuse  is 
abridged  by  the  proposition. 

The  suggestion  in  the  proclamation  as  to 
maintainipg  the  political  frame-work  of  the 
States  on  what  is  called  reconstruction,  is 
made  in  the  hope  that  it  may  do  good  without 
danger  of  harm.  It  will  save  labor,  and  avoid 
great  confusion. 

But  why  any  proclamation  now  upon  the  Bub- 
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ject?  Thi=i  question  is  beset  with  the  conflict- 
ing views  that  the  step  might  be  delayed  too 
long  or  be  aken  too  soon.  In  some  States  the 
elements  for  resumption  seem  ready  for  action, 
but  remain  inactive,  apparently  for  want  of  a 
rallying  point — a  plan  of  action.  Why  shall  A 
adopt  the  plan  of  B,  rather  than  B  that  of  A  ? 
And  if  A  and  B  should  agree,  how  can  they 
know  but  that  the  General  Government  here 
will  reject  their  plan?  By  the  proclamation  a 
plan  is  presented  which  may  be  accepted  by 
them  as  a  rallying  point,  and  which  they  are 
assured  in  advance  will  not  be  rejected  here. 
This  may  bring  them  to  act  sooner  than  they 
otherwise  would. 

The  objection  to  a  premature  presentation  of 
a  plan  by  the  national  Executive  consists  in  the 
dangei  of  committals  on  points  which  could  be 
more  safely  left  to  further  developments.  Care 
has  been  taken  to  so  shape  the  document  as  to 
avoid  embarrassments  from  this  source.  Say- 
ing that,  on  certain  terms,  certain  classes  will 
be  pardoned,  with  rights  restored,  it  is  not  said 
that  other  classes,  or  other  terms,  wilt  never  be 
included.  Saying  that  reconstruction  will  be 
accepted  if  presented  in  a  specified  way,  it  is 
not  said  it  will  never  be  accepted  in  any  other 
way. 

The  movements,  by  State  action,  for  emanci- 
pation in  several  of  the  States,  not  included  in 
the  emancipation  proclamation,  are  matters  of 
profound  gratulation.  And  while  I  do  not  re- 
peat in  detail  what  I  have  heretofore  so  earn- 
estly urged  upon  this  subject,  my  general  views 
and  feelings  remain  unchanged ;  and  I  trust 
that  Congress  will  omit  no  fair  opportunity  of 
aiding  these  important  steps  to  a  great  consum- 
mation. 

In  the  midst  of  other  cares,  however  import- 
ant, we  must  not  lose  sighi  of  the  fact  that  the 
war  power  is  still  our  main  reliance.  To  that 
power  alone  we  can  look,  yet  for  a  time,  to  give 
confidence  to  the  people  in  the  contested  re- 
gions, that  the  insurgent  power  will  not  again 
overrun  them.  Until  that  confidence  shall  be 
established,  little  can  be  done  anywhere  for 
what  is  called  reconstruction.  Hence  our  chief- 
est  care  must  still  be  directed  to  the  army  and 
navy,  who  have  thus  far  borne  their  harder 
part  so  nobly  and  well.  And  it  may  be  esteemed 
fortunate  that  in  giving  the  greatest  efficiency 
to  these  indispensable  arms,  we  do  also  honor- 
ably recognize  the  gallant  men,  from  command- 
er to  sentinel,  who  compose  them,  and  to  whom, 
more  than  to  others,  the  world  must  stand  in- 
debted for  the  home  of  freedom  disenthralled, 
regenerated,  enlarged,  and  perpetuated. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

December  8,  1863. 

PROCLAMATION  OF  AMNESTY. 
Whereas,  in  and  by  the  Constitution  of  the  IJnited  States, 
It  is  proYicleil  that  the  President  "shall  have  power  to  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons  for  offenses  against  the  United  States, 
except  in  cases  of  impeachment;"  and  whereas  a  rebellion 
now  exists  whereby  the  loyal  State  governments  of  several 
States  have  for  a  long  time  been  suliverted,  and  many  per- 
sons have  committed  and  are  now  guilty  of  treason  against 
the  United  States;  and  whereas,  with  reference  to  Siiid  rebel- 
lion and  treason,  laws  have  been  enacted  by  Congress  de- 
claring forfeitures  and  confiscation  of  property  and  liberation 
of  slaves,  all  upon  terms  and  conditions  therein  stated,  and 
also  declaring  that  the  Presid*  nt  was  thereby  authorized  at 


any  time  thereafter,  by  proclamation,  to  extend  to  persons 
who  may  have  participated  in  the  existing  rebellion,  in  any 
State  or  part  thereof,  pardon  and  amnesty,  with  such  excep- 
tions and  at  such  times  and  on  such  conchtions  as  he  may 
deem  expedient  for  the  public  welfare;  and  whereas  the  con- 
gressional declaration  for  limited  and  conditional  pardon  ac- 
cords with  well  estabUshed  jutUcial  exposition  of  the  pardon- 
ing power;  and  whereas,  with  reference  to  said  rebellion, the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  issued  several  proclama^ 
tions,  with  provisions  in  regard  to  tho  liberation  of  slaves ;  ' 
and  whereas  it  is  now  desired  by  some  persons  heretofore 
engaged  in  said  rebellion  to  resume  their  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  and  to  reinaugurate  loyal  State  govemmenta 
within  and  for  their  respective  States : 

Therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  I^esident  of  the  United 
States,  do  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  to  all  persona 
who  have  directly,  or  by  imphcation,  participated  in  the  ex- 
isting rebelUon,  except  as  hereinafter  excepted,  that  a  full 
pardon  is  hereby  granted  to  them  and  each  of  them,  with 
restoration  of  all  rights  of  property,  except  as  to  slaves,  and 
in  property  cases  where  rights  of  tliird  parties  shall  have  in- 
tervened, and  upon  the  condition  that  every  such  person 
shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath,  and  thenceforward  keep 
and  maintain  said  oath  inviolate;  and  which  oath  shall  be 
registered  for  permanent  preservation,  and  shall  be  of  tho 
tenor  and  effect  following,  to  wit : 

"  I, ,  do  solemnly  swear,  in  presence  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that  I  will  henceforth  faithfully  support,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  union  of  tho  States  thereunder;  and  that  I  will,  in  like 
manner,  abide  by  and  faithfully  support  all  acts  of  Congress 
passed  during  the  existing  rebellion  with  reference  to 
slaves,  so  long  and  so  far  as  not  repealed,  modified,  or  held 
void  by  Congress,  or  by  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and 
that  I  will,  in  like  manner,  abide  by  and  faithfully  support 
all  proclamations  of  the  President  made  during  the  existing 
rebellion  having  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  and  so  far  as 
not  modified  or  declared  void  by  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court.    So  help  me  God." 

The  persons  excepted  from  the  benefits  of  the  foregoing 
provisions  are  all  who  are,  or  shall  have  been,  civil  or  diplo- 
matic officers  or  agents  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Govern- 
ment; all  who  have  left  judicial  stations  under  the  United 
States  to  aid  the  rebellion ;  all  who  are,  or  shall  have  been, 
military  or  naval  officers  of  said  so-called  Confederate  Gov- 
enmient  above  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  Army,  or  of  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Navy ;  all  who  left  seats  in  the  United  States 
Congress  to  aid  the  rebellion;  all  who  resigned  commissions 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  afterwards 
aided  the  rebellion ;  and  all  who  have  engaged  in  any  way 
in  treating  colored  persons,  or  white  persons  in  charge  of 
such, otherwise  than  lawfullyasprisonersofwar,and which 
persons'may  have  been  found  in  the  United  States  service 
as  soldiers,  seamen,  or  in  any  other  capacity. 

And  I  do  fm'thcr  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  that 
whenever  in  any  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Georgia,  A'irginia, 
Florida,  South  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina,  a  number  of 
persons,  not  less  than  one  tenth  in  number  of  the  votes  cast 
in  such  State  at  the  piresidential  election  of  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty,  each  having 
taken  tho  oath  aforesaid  and  not  having  since  violated  it, 
and  being  a  qualified  voter  by  the  election  law  of  the  State 
existing  immechately  before  tho  so-called  act  of  secession, 
and  excluding  all  others,  shall  re-establish  a  State  govern- 
ment which  shall  be  republican,  and  in  nowise  contravening 
said  oath,  such  shall  be  recognized  as  the  true  government 
of  tho  State,  and  the  State  shall  receive  thereunder  the 
benefits  of  the  constitutional  provision  which  declares  that 
"  the  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect 
each  of  them  against  invasion ;  and,  on  application  of  the 
Legislatiu-e,  or  the  Executive,  (when  the  Legislature  can- 
not be  convened.)  against  domestic  violence." 

And  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known 
that  any  provision  which  m.ay  be  adopted  by  such  State 
government  in  relation  to  the  freed  people  of  such  State, 
which  shall  recognize  and  declare  their  permanent  free- 
dom, provide  for  their  education,  and  which  may  yet  be 
consistent,  as  a  temporary  iu-raugement,  with  their  present 
condition  as  a  laboring,  landless,  and  homeless  class,  will 
not  be  objected  to  by  the  national  Executive.  And  it  is 
suggested  as  not  improper,  that,  in  constructing  a  loyal 
State  government  in  any  State,  the  name  of  the  State,  the 
boundary,  the  subdivisions,  the  constitution,  and  tho  gen- 
eral code  of  laws,  as  before  the  rebellion,  be  maintained, 
subject  only  to  the  modifications  made  necessary  by  tho 
conditions  hereinbefore  stated,  and  such  others,  if  any, 
not  contravening  said  conditions,  and  which  may  be 
deemed  expedient  by  those  framing  the  new  State  govern- 
ment. 

To  avoid  misunderstanding,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  that 
this  proclamation,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  State  governments, 
has  no  reference  to  States  wherein  loyal  State  governments 
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have  all  the  while  been  maintained.  And  for  the  same 
reason,  it  may  be  proper  to  further  say,  that  whether 
members  sent  to  Congress  from  any  State  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  seats  constitutionally,  rests  exclusively  with  the 
respective  Houses,  and  not  to  any  extent  with  the  Execu- 
tive. And  still  further,  that  this  proclamation  is  intended 
to  present  the  people  of  the  States  wherein  the  national 
authority  has  been  suspended,  and  loyal  State  governments 
have  been  subverted,  a  mode  in  and  by  which  the  national 
and  loyal  State  governments  may  be  re-established  within 
Baid  States,  or  in  any  of  them ;  and,  while  the  mode  pre- 
sented is  the  best  the  Executive  can  suggest,  with  his  pres- 
ent impressions,  it  must  not  be  understood  that  no  other 
possible  mode  would  be  acceptable. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the 
eighth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
di-ed  and  sixty-three,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  eightv-eighth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

WnjJAM  H.  Sew-WD,  Secretary  of  State. 

AMNESTY    DEFINED. 

By  the.  President  of  the  United  States — A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  it  has  become  necessary  to  define  the  cases  in 
which  insurgent  enemies  are  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  made  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  lb03,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  shall  proceed  to  avail  themselves  of  those  ben- 
efits :%nd  whereas  the  objects  of  that  prgclamation  were  to 
suppress  the  insurrection,  and  to  restore  the  authority  of  the 
United  States :  and  whereas  the  amnesty  therein  provided 
by  the  President  was  offered  vrith  reference  to  these  objects 
alone: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  declai-e  that  the  said 
proclamation  does  not  apply  to  the  cases  of  persons  who,  at 
the  time  when  they  seek  to  obtain  the  benefits  thereof  by 
taking  the  oath  thereby  prescribed,  are  in  mihtary,  naval,  or 
civil  confinement  or  custody,  or  under  bonds  or  on  parole  of 
the  civil,  ndhtary,  or  naval^authorities,  or  agents  of  the  United 
States  as  prisoners  of  war,  or  persons  detained  for  offences 
of  any  Idnd,  either  before  or  after  conviction ;  and  that,  on 
the  contrary,  it  does  apply  only  to  persons  who,  being  yet 
at  large  and  free  from  any  arrest,  confinement,  or  duress, 
shall  voluntarily  come  forward  and  take  the  said  oath  with 
the  purpose  of  restoring  peace  and  establishing  the  national 
authority. 

Prisoners  excluded  from  the  amnesty  offered  in  the  said 
proclamation  may  apply  to  the  Pi-esident  for  clemency,  like 
all  other  offenders,  and  their  appUcation  will  receive  due 
consideration. 

I  do  fiu-ther  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  oath  prescribed 
in  the  aforesaid  proclamation  of  the  Sth  of  December,  1SG3, 
may  be  taken  and  subscribed  to  before  any  commissioned 
ofiicer,  civil,  miUtary,  or  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  civil  or  military  officer  of  a  State  or  Territory, 
not  in  insurrection,  who  by  the  law  thereof  may  be  quali- 
fied for  administering  oaths. 

All  officers  who  receive  such  oaths  are  hereby  authorized 
to  gi^  certificates  thereon  to  the  persons  respectively  by 
whom  they  are  made.  And  such  officers  are  hereby  required 
to  transmit  the  original  records  of  such  oaths  at  as  early  a 
day  as  may  be  convenient  to  the  Dep;irtment  of  State,  where 
they  wUl  be  deposited  and  remain  in  the  archives  of  the 
Government.        \ 

The  Secretary  of  State  wiU  keep  a  register  thereof,  and 
will,  on  application  in  proper  cases,  issue  certificates  of  such 
records  in  the  customary  form  of  such  certificates. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  2Cth  day  of  March,  in 
the  yeai-  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
four,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Uni  tod  States  the  eighty- 
eighth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 
WiuiAM  U.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

CIRCULAR  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Washington,  February  19,  1864 — The  follow- 
ing important  circular  letter  has  been  ad- 
dressed to  United  States  District  Attorneys  : 

Sir  :  Many  persons,  against  whom  criminal  indictments, 
or  against  whose  property  proceedings  under  the  confisca- 
tion laws  are  pending  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
growing  out  of  the  participation  of  such  persons  in  the  ex- 
isting rebellion,  have,  in  good  faith,  taken  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  Sth  Decem- 
ber, 1863,  and  have  therefore  entitled  themselves  to  the  full 
pardon  and  rcMoration  of  all  rights  of  property,  except  as 


to  slaves  and  where  rights  of  third  parties  have  intervened, 
which  that  proclamation  offers  and  secures. 

The  President's  pardon  of  a  person  guilty  of  acts  of  rebel- 
lion will  of  course  relieve  that  person  from  the  penalties 
incurred  by  his  crime,  and,  where  an  indictment  is  pending 
against  him  therefor,  the  production  of  the  piu'don  signed 
by  the  President,  or  of  satisfactory  evidence  that  he  haa 
complied  with  the  concUtions  on  which  the  pardon  is  offered, 
(if  he  be  not  of  the  class  excepted  from  the  benefits  of  the 
proclamation,)  will  be  a  sufiicient  reason  for  discontinuing 
such  criminal  proceedings,  and  discharging  him  from  cu* 
tody  therein. 

Nor  is  it  less  doubtful  that  a  bona  fide  acceptance  of  the 
terms  of  the  President's  Proclamation,  by  persons  guilty  of 
acts  of  rebellion,  and  not  of  the  excepted  class,  will  secure 
to  such  persons  a  restoration  of  all  the  rights  of  property, 
except  as  to  slaves  and  where  the  rights  of  third  parties 
shall  have  intervened,  notwithstanding  such  property  may, 
by  reason  of  those  acts  of  rebellion,  have  been  subject  to 
confiscation  under  the  provisions  of  the  Confiscation  act  of 
of  Cth  August,  1861,  chap.  CO,  and  17th  July,  1862,  chajK 
195.  For,  without  adverting  to  any  other  source  of  power 
in  the  President  to  restore  or  protect  their  rights  of  prop- 
erty, the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  17th  of  July,  1802,  au- 
thorizes the  President  at  any  time  thereafter,  by  proclama- 
tion, to  extend  to  persons  who  may  have  participated  in  the 
existing  rebellion  in  any  State  or  part  thereof,  pardon  and 
amnesty,  with  such  exceptions,  and  at  such  time  and  on 
such  conditions,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  public 
welfare.  It  will  hardly  be  questioned,  I  suppose,  that  the 
purpose  of  this  section,  inserted  in  a  law  mainly  intended 
to  reach  the  property  of  persons  engaged  in  rebellion,  waa 
to  vest  the  President  with  power  to  relieve  such  persons,  on 
such  conditions  as  he  should  prescribe,  from  the  penalty  of 
loss  of  their  iiroperty  by  confiscation.  Although  the  pro- 
ceechngs  for  confiscation  under  the  acts  of  Aug.  6, 18G1,  and 
Jnly  17, 1802,  are  in  rem,  against  the  property  seized,  yet, 
under  both  acts,  the  ground  of  condemnation  is  the  per- 
sonal guilt  of  the  owner  in  aiding  the  rebellion.  By  the 
pardon  and  amnesty,  not  only  is  the  punishment  of  that 
personal  guilt  reujitted,  but  the  offence  itself  is  effaced, 
that  being  the  special  effect  of  an  act  of  amnesty  by  the 
Government."  Of  course  it  arrests  and  puts  an  end  to  all 
penal  proceedings  founded  thereon,  whether  they  touch 
the  persons  or  the  property  of  the  offender. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  case  of  judicial  proceedings  to  ea- 
force  the  penalties  of  acts  of  rebellion  which  cannot  be 
reached  ami  cured  by  the  constitutional  or  statutory  power 
of  the  President  to  gi'ant  ixirdon  and  amnesty,  whether 
those  proceedings  bo  against  the  person  of  the  olfender  by 
criminal  indictment  or  against  his  property  under  the  cou- 
fiscation  acts  rel'ciTed  to. 

The  President  has  accordingly  directed  me  to  instruct  ytin 
that,  in  any  case  where  proceetUngs  have  been'  commenced 
and  are  pending  and  undetermined  in  the  District  or  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  your  district  against  a  person 
charged  \\ith  acts  of  rebellion,  and  not  of  the  excepted  class, 
whether  they  be  by  indictment  or  liy  seizure  and  libel  of  hia 
property  for  confiscation,  (the  rights  of  other  parties  not 
having  intervened,)  you  will  discontinue  and  put  an  end  to 
those  proceedings,  whenever  the  person  so  charged  shall 
produce  evidence  satisfactory  to  you  that  he  has,  in  good 
f;uth,  taken  the  oath  and  complied  with  the  conditions  pre- 
scribed by  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  Sth  December, 
1863.  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  evidence  which  he  pro- 
duces should  be  a  deed  of  pardon  signed  by  the  President. 

It  would  bo  quite  impossible  for  the  President  to  furnish 
the  multitudes  who  are  now  availing  themselves  of  the  bene- 
fits of  the  Proclamation,  and  who  are  likely  to  do  so  here- 
after, with  his  formal  evidence  of  pardon.  It  wUl  be  suffi- 
cient to  justify  your  action  if  the  party  seeking  to  be  relieved 
from  further  proceedings  shall  prove  to  your  full  satisfaction 
that  he  has,  in  good  ftuth,  taken  the  oath  and  brought  him- 
self within  the  conditions  of  pardon  and  amnesty  set  forth 
in  the  Proclamation. 

If,  in  any  case,  you  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
oath  has  been  taken  for  the  mere  purpose  of  obtauiing  the 
possession  of  personal  property  seized  under  the  Confiscap 
tion  acts,  with  inteut  to  remove  it  from  the  subsequent  reach 
of  the  officers  of  the  law,  you  \rill  mako  report  of  the  facts 
and  reasons  for  your  belief  to  this  office  before  discontinuing 
the  proceedings  or  restoring  such  property  to  the  possession 
of  the  owner.  Forfeitures  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act 
of  13th  July,  1861,  chapter  3,  are  not  of  the  class  reached 
by  the  President's  Proclamation,  for,  under  that  act,  th©' 
question  whether  the  property  seized  is  subject  to  fort'eiturai 
depends  upon  the  predicament  of  the  property  itself,  and- 
not  upon  the  general  guilt  or  innocence  of  its  owner.  In* 
this  respect,  forfeitures  under  that  act  have  more  resem-i 
bianco  to  cases  of  prize  of  war,  captured  at  sea  as  enemy's 
property  than  to  proceedings  under  the  acts  of  August,  1801, 
and  July,  1862.  Such  forfeitures  are  enforced  not  so  much 
to  punish  the  owner  for  disloyal  acts  as  to  proliibit  com- 
mercial intercourse,  and  to  weaken  the  pubUc  enemy,  whiub  i 
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are  always  efBoient  instruments  and  legitimate  effects  of 
puMic  w;ir. 

But  iilthongh  the  remission  of  forfeitm-es.  nnder  the  act  of 
July,  1S61,  are  thus  not  within  the  scope  of  the  Proclamation 
of  pardon,  still  ample  power  is  confen-ed  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  by  the  eighth  section  of  that  act  to  mitigate  or 
remit  all  forfeittu-es  and  penalties  incurred  under  the  act. 
And  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  in  all  proper  cases  under 
tliat  act,  where  the  owner  of  the  property,  residing  in  the 
ten-itory  in  rebellion,  complies  vnth  the  conditions  of  the 
Proclamation,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  exer- 
cise the  power  of  remission  of  such  forfeitures  in  the  same 
epirit  of  generous  forbearance  and  liberality  wliich  inspired 
and  characterizes  the  Proclamation. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  TITIAN  J.  COFFEY, 

Acting  Attorney  General. 

To ,  United  States  District  Attorney  at . 


Other   Proclamations   of  the   Presi- 
dent. 

THE    BLOCKADE. 

Whereas  an  insturection  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  broken  out  in  the  States  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  cannot  be  effectually  executed  therein  con- 
formably to  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  re- 
quires duties  to  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States : 

And  whereas  a  combination  of  persons  engaged  in  such 
insurrection  havo  threatened  to  grant  pretended  letters  of 
marque  to  authorize  the  bearers  thereof  to  commit  assaults 
on  tho  lives,  vesseLs,  and  property  of  good  citizens  of  the 
country  lawfully  engaged  in  commerce  on  the  high  seas, 
and  in  waters  of  tho  United  States: 

And  whereas  an  executive  proclamation  has  been  already 
issued,  i-equiring  the  persons  engaged  in  these  disorderly 
proceedings  to  desist  therefrom,  calling  out  a  militia  force 
for  the  pm-pose  of  repressing  the  same,  and  convening  Con- 
gress in  extraordinary  session  to  deliberate  and  determine 
thereon : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abr.4.ham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
Um"ted  Sta#;s,  with  a  view  to  the  same  purposes  before  men- 
tioned, and  to  the  protection  of  the  public  peace,  and  the 
lives  and  property  of  quiet  and  orderly  citizens  pursuing 
their  la-n-ful  occupations,  until  Congress  shall  have  assem- 
bled and  deliberated  on  the  said  unlawful  proceedings,  or 
antil'the  samo  shall  have  ceased,  have  further  deemed  it 
advisable  to  set  OB  foot  a  blockade  of  the  ports  ■within  the 
States  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  law  of  nations  in  such  case  provided. 
For  this  purpose  a  competent  force  will  be  posted  so  as  to 
prevent  entrance  and  exit  of  vessels  from  the  ports  afore- 
Baid.  If,  therefore,  with  a  view  to  violate  such  blockade,  a 
vessel  shall  approach,  or  shall  attempt  to  leave  either  of  the 
said  ports,  she  will  be  dxily  warned  by  the  commander  of 
one  of  the  blockading  vessels,  who  will  indorse  on  her  re- 
gister tho  fact  and  date  of  such  warning;  and  if  tho  same 
vessel  shall  again  attempt  to  enter  or  leave  the  blockaded 
port,  she  will  bo  captured  and  sent  to  tho  nearest  conveni- 
ent port,  for  such  proceedings  against  her  and  her  cargo  as 
prize  as  may  bo  deemed  advisable. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim  anil  declare  that  if  any  person,  un- 
der the  pretended  authority  of  the  said  States,  or  nnder  any 
other  pretence,  shall  molest  a  vessel  of  tho  United  States,  or 
the  persons  or  cargo  on  board  of  her,  such  person  will  bo  held 
amenaVile  to  tho  laws  of  the  United  States  for  tho  prevention 
and  punishment  of  piracy.  ADRALLAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 
■William  U.  Sew.uii),  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington,  April  19, 1S61. 

OF  VIKGINIA  AND   NOETH    CAROLINA. 

On  the  2'7th  of  April,  the  following  additional 
proclamation,  extending  the  blockade,  was  is- 
sued: 

Whereas,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  proclamation  of 
tho  19th  instant,  a  blockade  of  tho  ports  of  tho  States  of 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Texas,  was  ordered  to  I  jo  established :  and  whereas, 
since  that  date,  public  property  of  the  United  States  has  been 
seized,  the  collection  of  the  revenue  obstructed,  and  duly 
commissioned  officers  of  the  United  States,  while  engaged  in 
executing  the  orders  of  their  superiors,  have  been  arrested 
and  held  in  custody  as  prisoners,  or  havo  been  impeded  in 
the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  without  duo  legal  pro- 
cess, by  persons  claiming  to  act  under  authority  of  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina :  An  efficient  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  those  States  will  also  be  established. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  aifixed. 


Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  27th  day  of  April,  ta 
the  year  of  our  Lord  18G1.  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  eighty-fifth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 
William  H.  Sewahd,  Secretary  of  State. 

1862,  May  12 — The  President  issued  a  proclamation 
opening  the  ports  of  Beaufort,  Port  Royal,  and  New  Orleans. 

1863,  September  24— The  Presibent  issued  a  proclama^ 
tion  opening  the  port  of  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

1864,  February  18— The  President  issued  a  proclamation 
opening  the  port  of  Brownsville,  Texas. 

1864,  November  19— Norfolk,  Fernandina,  and  Pensacola 
ppened  after  December  1. 

COMMEECIAL  INTERCOUKSK  WITH  THE  REBELLIOUS 
STATES    PROHIBITED. 

Whereas,  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1861,  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  view  of  an  insuri'ection  against  the  lawa^ 
Constitution,  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  which 
had  broken  out  within  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Floiida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  tho  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  that  purpose,"  approved 
February  28, 1795,  did  call  forth  the  militia  to  suppress  said 
insiu-rection  find  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Union  to  be  duly 
executed,  and  the  insiugents  have  fiiiled  to  disperse  by  tho 
time  directed  by  the  President ;  and  v.iiereas  such  insmTec- 
tion  has  since  broken  out  and  yet  exists  within  tho  States  of 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Arkansas;  and 
whereas  the  insurgents  in  all  the  said  States  claim  to  act 
under  the  authority  thereof,  and  such  claim  is  not  disclaimed 
or  repudiated  by  the  persons  exercising  the  functions  of  gov- 
ernment in  such  State  or  States,  or  in  the  part  or  parts 
thereof,  in  which  such  combinations  exist,  nor  has  such 
insun-ection  been  suppressed  by  said  States: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  pm-suance  of  the  act  of  Congress  apjjroved 
July  13, 1861,  do  hereby  declare  that  the  inhabitants  of  tho 
said  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Florida,  (except  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Virginia  lying  west  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tains, and  of  such  other  parts  of  that  State  and  the  other 
States  hereinbefore  named  as  may  maintain  a  loyal  adh^ 
sion  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  or  may  be  from 
time  to  time  occupied  and  controlled  by  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  engaged  in  the  dispersion  of  said  insurgents) 
are  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United  States,  and 
that  all  commercial  intercoiuse  between  the  same  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  and  tho 
citizens  of  other  States  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
is  unlawful  and  will  remain  unlawful  until  such  insurrec- 
tion shall  cease  or  has  been  suppressed;  that  all  goods  and 
chattels,  wares  and  merchandise,  coming  from  any  of  said 
States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  into  other  parts  of  the 
United  States,  without  the  special  license  and  permission  of 
the  President,  through  th<  .secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  pro- 
ceeding to  any  of  said  States,  with  tho  exceptions  aforesaid, 
by  lahd  or  water,  together  with  the  vessel  or  vehicle  con- 
veying the  same  or  conveying  persons  to  or  from  the  said 
States,  with  said  exceptions,  will  be  forfeited  to  the  United 
States ;  and  that,  from  and  after  fifteen  days  from  the  issp- 
ing  of  this  proclamation,  all  ships  and  vessels  belonging,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  to  any  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  any  of 
said  States,  with  said  exceptions,  found  at  sea  or  in  any 
port  of  the  United  States,  will  be  forfeited  to  the  United 
Stateg;  and  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  all  district  attorneys, 
marshals,  and  officers  of  the  revenue  and  of  the  military  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  to  be  vigilant  in  the  exe- 
cution of  said  act,  and  in  tho  enforcement  of  the  penal- 
ties and  forfeitiu-es  imposed  or  declared  by  it ;  leaving  any 
party  who  may  think  himself  agsiieved  thereby  to  his  ap- 
plication to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  remission 
of  any  penalty  or  forfeiture,  which  tho  said  Secretary  ia 
authorized  by  "law  to  grant,  if,  in  his  judgment,  the  special 
circumstances  of  any  case  shall  require  such  remission. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  bo  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  sixteenth  day  of  At*- 
gust,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ono  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixtv-one,  and  of  tho  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  eighty-sixth.        ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

William  H.  Seward,  Seoretary  of  State. 

18G3,  April  2 — The  President  issued  a  proc- 
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lamation  modifying  the  above,  and  reciting  his 
reasons  therefor : 

And  wnereas  experience  has  shown  that  the  exceptions 
made  in  and  by  said  proclamation  embarrass  tlie  due  en- 
forcement of  said  act  of  July  13,  ISGl,  and  the  proper  regu- 
lation of  the  commercial  intereoxu'se  authorized  by  said  act 
with  the  loyal  citizens  of  said  States : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  ABRAHAjr  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
TJnited  States,  do  hereby  revoke  the  said  exceptions,  and 
decUiie  that  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  South 
Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana, 
Texas,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Florida,  and  Virginia,  (except 
the  forty-eight  counties  of  Viiginia  designated  as  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  except,  also,  the  ports  of  New  Orleans,  Key  West, 
Port  Royal,  and  Beaufort,  imNorth  Carolina,)  are  in  a  state 
of  insurrection  against  the  United  States,  and  that  all  com- 
mercial intercourse,  not  licensed  and  conducted  as  provided 
in  said  act,  between  the  said  States  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  and  the  citizens  of 
other  States  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  is  unlaw- 
ful, and  will  remain  unlawful  until  such  insurrection  shall 
cease  or  has  been  suppressed,  and  notice  thereof  has  been 
duly  given  by  proclamation ;  and  all  cotton,  tobacco,  and 
other  products,  and  all  other  goods  and  chattels,  wares,  and 
merchandise  coming  from  any  of  said  States,  with  the  ex- 
ceptions aforesaid,  into  other  pai-ts  of  the  United  States,  or 
pnDceeding  to  any  of  B;ud  States,  with  the  exceptions  afore- 
said, without  the  license  and  permission  of  the  President, 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  mil,  together  with 
the  vessel  or  vehicle  conveying  the  same,  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States. 

DECLARING    BOUNDARIES    OF    THE    INSURRECTION. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  the  second  section  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  on  the  7th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1862,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  collection  of  du'ect  taxes  in  insurrectionary 
districts  mtliin  the-United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  President  to  declare,  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  July  then  next  following,  by  his  proclamation, 
in  what  States  and  parts  of  States  insuiTcction  exists: 

Now,  therefore,  bo  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare 
and  proclaim  that  the  States  of  South  CaroUua,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
Tennessee,  North  Carohua,  and  the  State  of  Virginia,  except 
the  following  counties :  Hancock,  Brooke,  Ohio,  Marshall, 
Wetzel,  Marion,  Monongalia,  Preston,  Taylor,  Plea.sants, 
Tyler,  Ritchie,  Doddridge,  Ilamson,  Wood,  Jackson,  Wirt, 
Roane,  Cajhouu,  Gilmer,  iSarbom-,  Tucker,  Lewis,  Braxton, 
Upshur,  Randolph,  Mason,  Putnam,  Kanawha.  Clay,  Nicho- 
las, Cabell,  Wayne,  Boone,  Logan,  Wyoming,  Webster,  Fay- 
ette, and  Raleigh,  are  now  in  insurrection  and  rebellion,  and 
ty  reason  thereof  the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States  is 
obstructed  so  that  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  to  provide  in- 
creased revenue  from  imports,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  August  5, 
1861,  cannot  be  peaceably  executed,  and  that  the  taxes  le- 
gally chargeable  upon  real  estate  under  the  act  last  afore- 
said, lying  within  the  States  and  piirts  of  States  as  aforesaid, 
together  -with  a  penalty  of  fifty  per  centum  of  said  taxes, 
shall  be  a  lien  upon  the  tracts  or  lots  of  the  same,  severally 
charged,  till  paid. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereimto  set  my  hand,  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  aiBxed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  1st  day  of  July,  In  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the 
eighty-sixth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

F.  W.  Seward,  Acting  Secretary  of^xUe. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  CONGRESS. 

ACTS      OF      THE       PRESIDENT     APPROVED FIRST 

SESSION,  THIRTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

1861,  August  5 — Congress  passed  a  bill,  the 
third  section  of  which  was  as  follows : 

That  all  the  acts,  proclamations,  and  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  after  the  4th  of  March,  1861, 
rcspecthig  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
calling  out  or  relating  to  the  militia  or  volunteers  from 
the  States,  are  hereby  approved  and  in  all  respects  legal- 
ized and  made  valid,  to  the  same  intent  and  with  the  same 
effect,  as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under  the  pre- 
vious exjiress  authority  and  direction  of  the  Congress  ot  the 
United  States. 

In  Senate,  the  bill  passed — yeas  33,  nays  5, 
as  follows : 
Y£AS — Messrs.    Anthony,    Baker,    Brovming,    Carlile, 


Chandler,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  John- 
son of  Tennessee,  Kiug,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Latham,  McDourjull,  Morrill,  Rice,  Sherman,  Sinimoas, 
Sumner,  Ten  Lyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson— 
33. 

Nats — Messrs.  Breckinridge,  Kennedy,  Polk,  PouieU, 
Saulshury — 5. 

In  House,  the  motion  to  strike  from  the  bill 
the  ratifying  section,  was  lost — yeas  19,  nays 
74  ;  as  follows ; 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  George  H.  Browne,  Cal- 
vert, Cox,  CrisfieM,  Jackson,  Johnson,  May,  Noble,  PendMmh, 
James  &'.  Rollins,  Shiel,  Smith,  Vallandigham,  Voorhees, 
Wadsworth,  Ward,  Webster — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Gold- 
smith F.  Bailey,  Baxter,  Beaman. Francis  P.Blair,  Samuel 
S.  Bair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Cohb,  Colfax,  Frederick  A. 
Coiikling,  Conway,  Covode,  Diven,  Duell,  Dunn,  Kdwards, 
Eliot,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Frank,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Gur- 
ley,  Haight,Hale,  Hanchett,  Harrison,  Uorton,  Hutchins, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogtr,  Lan- 
sing, Leary,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  McKean,  McKnight,  Mo 
Pherson,  Mitchell,  Mosf head,  Ansin  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S. 
Morrill,  Olin,  Pil:e,  Porter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H. 
Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sedgwicif,  Shanks, 
Slieffield,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Stevens,  Benjamin  P. 
Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn, 
Verree,  Wall,  Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Albert  & 
White,  Wiudom,  Worcester — 74. 

The  bill  then  passed  without  a  division. 

African  Slave  Trade. 

1862,  April  7 — A  treaty  was  made  between 
William  H.  Seward  and  Lord  Lyons  for  the 
suppression  of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  which 
was  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  announced  by 
proclamation  of  the  President,  June  7,  1862, 
Article  1  of  which  is  as  follows : 

The  two  high  contracting  parties  mutually  consent  that 
those  ships  of  their  respective  navies  which  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  special  instructions  for  that  purpose,  as  herein- 
after mentioned,  may  visit  such  merchant  vessels  of  the 
two  nations  as  ma.y,  upon  reasonable  grounds,  bo  suspected 
of  being  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade,  or  of  having 
been  fitted  out  for  that  purpose;  or  of  having,  during  the 
voyage  on  which  they  are  met  by  the  said  cruisers,  been 
engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade,  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sion of  this  treaty ;  and  that  such  cruisers  may  detain,  and 
send  or  carry  away,  such  vessels,  in  order  that  they  may 
bo  brought  to  trial  in  the  manner  hereinafter  agreed  upon. 

In  order  to  fix  the  reciprocal  right  of  search  in  such  a 
manner  as  shall  be  adapted  to  the  attainment  of  the  object 
of  this  treaty,  and  at  the  same  timo  avoid  doubts,  disputes, 
and  complaints,  the  said  rightof  search  shall  bo  understood 
in  the  manner  and  according  to  tho  rules  following  : 

First.  It  shall  never  be  exercised  except  by  vessels  of 
war,  authorized  expressly  for  that  object,  according  to  the 
stipulations  of  this  treaty. 

Secondly.  Tho  right  of  search  shall  in  no  case  be  exercised 
with  respect  to  a  vessel  of  the  navy  of  either  of  the  two 
Powers,  but  shall  be  exercised  only  as  regards  merchant 
vessels;  and  it  shall  not  bo  exercised  by  a  vessel  of  war  of 
either  contracting  party  within  the  limits  of  a  settlement 
or  port,  nor  within  tho  territorial  waters  of  the  other 
party. 

Tldrdly.  Whenever  a  merchant  vessel  is  searched  by  a 
ship  of  war,  the  commander  of  the  said  ship  shall,  in  tho 
act  of  so  doing,  exhibit  to  the  commander  of  the  merchant 
vessel  the  special  instructions  by  which  ho  is  duly  author- 
ized to  search ;  and  shall  deliver  to  such  commander  a  cer* 
tificate,  signed  by  himself,  stating  his  rank  in  the  naval 
service  of  his  country,  and  tho  name  of  tho  vessel  he  com- 
mands, and  also  dccUiring  that  the  only  object  of  the  search 
is  to  ascertain  whether  the  vessel  is  employed  in  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  or  is  fitted  up  for  tho  said  trade.  When 
the  search  is  made  by  an  ofiicer  of  tho  cruiser  who  is  not 
the  commander,  such  officer  shall  exhibit  to  the  captain  of 
the  merchant  vessel  a  copy  of  the  before-mentioned  special 
instructions,  signed  by  the  commander  of  the  cruiser;  and 
he  shall  in  like  manner  deliver  a  certificate  signed  by  him- 
self, stating  his  rank  in  the  navy,  tho  name  of  the  com- 
mander by  whose  orders  he  proceeds  to  make  the  search, 
that  of  the  cruiser  in  which  he  sails,  and  the  object  of  th» 
search,  as  aliove  described.  If  it  appears  from  the  search 
tliat  the  papers  of  the  vessel  are  in  reguhir  order,  and  that 
it  is  employed  on  lawful  objects,  the  officer  shall  enter  in 
the  log-book  of  tho  vessel  that  tho  search  haa  been  made  iik 
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pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  special  instnictions;  and  the 
vessel  shall  be  left  at  liberty  to  pursue  its  voyage.  The 
rank  of  the  officer  who  makes  the  search  must  uot  be  less 
than  that  of  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  unless  the  command, 
either  by  reason  of  death  or  other  cause,  is  at  the  time  held 
by  an  officer  of  inferior  rank. 

Fmirtiily.  The  reciprocal  right  of  search  and  detention 
shall  be  exercised  only  within  the  distance  of  two  hundred 
miles  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  to  the  southward  of  the 
thirty-second  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  within  thirty 
leagues  from  the  coast  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

1862,  June  26 — In  Senate,  the  bill  to  carry 
into  effect  this  treaty,  by  providing  for  the  offi- 
cials, &c.,  passed — yeas  34,  nays  4,  (Messrs. 
Cariile,  Ke7inedy,  Powell,  Saulsbury.) 

July  7 — The  bill  passed  the  House  without  a 
division. 

1863,  February  17 — The  treaty  was  modified 
by  the  addition  of  an  article  authorizing  the 
exercise  of  the  reciprocal  right  of  visit  and 
de;ention  within  thirty  leagues  of  the  island  ofV 
Madagascar,  within  thirty  leagues  of  the  island 
of  Puerto  Rico,  and  within  thirty  leagues  of  the 
island  of  San  Domingo. 

THE    "  CONFEDERATK  "    KKCORD. 

Soon  after  the  adoption  of  their  Constitution 
in  1861,  the  rebel  Congress  passed  a  bill  in  re- 
lation to  the  slave  trade,  which  Jefferson  Da- 
vis returned,  with  his  objections,  as  follows: 

ExECDTrvE  Department, 

Fehruary  28,  1861. 

GENTLE>rEN  OF  CoNGEESS :  With  sincere  deference  to  the 
judgment  of  Congress,  I  have  carefully  considered  the  bill 
in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  and  to  punish  persons  offend- 
ing therein,  but  have  not  been  able  to  approve  it,  and, 
therefore,  do  return  it  with  a  statement  of  my  objections. 

The  Constitution — section  seven,  article  one — provides 
that  the  importation  of  African  negroes  from  any  foreign 
country  other  than  slaveholding  States  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  forbidden,  and  Congress  is  required  to  pass  such 
laws  as  shall  effectually  prevent  the  same.  The  rule  herein 
given  is  emphatic,  and  chstinctly  directs  the  legislation 
vviiich  shall  effectually  prevent  the  importation  of  African 
negi'oes.  The  bill  before  me  denounces  as  high  misdemeanor 
the  importation  of  African  negroes,  or  other  persons  of 
color,  either  to  be  sold  as  slaves  or  to  be  held  to  service  or 
labor,  affixing  heavy,  degrading  penalties  on  the  act  if  done 
with  such  intent.  To  that  extent  it  accords  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Constitution,  but  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  bill  provision  is  made  for  the  transfer  of  persons  who 
may  have  been  illegally  imported  into  the  Confederate 
States  to  the  custody  of  foreign  States  or  societies,  upon 
condition  of  deportation  and  future  freedom,  and,  if  the 
proposition  thus  to  surrender  them  shall  not  be  accepted, 
it  is  then  made  the  duty  of  the  President  to  cause  said  ne- 
groes to  be  sold  at  public  outcry  to  the  highest  bidder  in 
any  one  of  the  States  where  such  sale  shall  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  laws  thereof.  This  provision  seems  to  me 
to  be  in  opposition  to  the  policy  declared  in  the  Constitu- 
tion— the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  African  negroes 
— and  in  derogation  of  its  mandate  to  legislate  for  the  effec- 
tuation of  that  object.  Wherefore  the  bill  is  returned  to 
you  for  your  further  consideration,  and,  together  with  the 
objections,  most  respectfully  submitted. 

Jefferson  Davis. 

This  veto  was  sustained  by  the  following  vote 
— the  question  being,  ''  Shall  the  bill  pass  not- 
withstanding the  President's  objections?" 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curry  and  Chilton,  of  Alabama ;  Morton 
and  Owens,  of  Florida;  Toombs,  H.  Cobb,  T.  R.  R.  Cobb, 
Bartow,  Nisbet,  and  Kenan,  of  Georgia;  Rliett,  Barnwell, 
Keitt,  and  Miles,  of  South  Carolina;  Ochiltree,  of  Texas — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Smith,  Hale,  Shorter,  and  Fearn  of  Alaba- 
ma; Wright  and  Stephens,  of  Georgia;  DeClotiet,  Conrad, 
Kenner,  Sparrow,  and  Marshall,  of  Louisiana;  Harris, 
Brooke,  Wilson,  Clayton,  Barry,  and  Harrison,  of  Mississippi ; 
Chesnut,  Withers,  and  Boyce,  of  South  Carolina;  Reagan, 
Waul,  Gregg,  and  Oldham,  of  Texas— 24. 

INTERCEPTED    "CONFEDERATE"    DESPATCH    UPON 
THE  AFRICAN    SLAVE   TRADE. 

As  showing  the  temper  of  the  "  Confederate" 
Government  upon  the  revival  of  the  African 


slave  trade,  it  is  instructive  to  read  the  letter 
of  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
"Confederate"  Government,  to  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar, 
"  Confederate"  Commissioner  at  St.  Petersburg, 
which  was  intercepted  and  transmitted  from 
St.  Petersburg,  March  3,  1863,  by  Bayard  Tay- 
lor, Charge  d'  Affaires : 

Confederate  States  op  AsrEEicA, 
Department  of  State,  Richmo.nd,  January  15, 1863. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  Government,  from  a  ^ 
source  of  unquestioned  authenticity,  that  after  the  recogni- 
tion of  our  independence  by  the  European  Powers,  an  ex- 
pectation is  generally  entertained  by  them,  that  in  our 
treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  a  clause  will  be  introdrrced 
making  stipulations  against  the  African  slave  trade.  It  is 
even  thought  that  neutral  Powers  may  be  inclined  to  insist 
upon  the  insertion  of  such  a  clause  as  a  sine  qua  ntm. 

You  are  well  aware  how  firmly  fixed  in  our  constitution 
is  the  policy  of  this  Confederacy  against  the  opening  of  that 
trade ;  but  we  are  informed  that  false  and  insidious  sugges- 
tions have  been  made  by  the  agents  of  the  United  States  at 
European  courts  of  an  intention  to  change  our  constitution 
as  soon  as  peace  is  restored,  and  of  authorizing  the  import- 
ation of  slaves  from  Africa.  If,  therefore,  you  should  find 
in  your  intercourse  with  the  Cabinet  to  which  you  are  ac- 
credited that  any  such  impressions  are  entertained,  you  will 
use  every  propereffort  to  remove  them ;  and  if  an  attempt 
is  made  to  introduce  into  any  treaty  which  you  may  be 
charged  with  negotiating  stipulations  on  the  subject  just 
mentioned,  you  will  assume  in  behalf  of  yoiu-  Govenunent 
the  position  wMch,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  I 
now  proceed  to  develop. 

The  constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  is  an  agreement 
made  between  independent  States.  By  its  terms  all  the 
powers  of  government  are  separated  into  classes  as  follows, 
viz: 

1.  Such  powers  as  the  States  delegate  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

2.  Such  powers  as  the  States  agree  to  refrain  from  exer- 
cising, although  they  do  not  delegate  them  to  the  General 
Government. 

3.  Such  powers  as  the  States,  without  delegating  them  to 
the  General  Government,  thought  proper  to  exercise,  by  di- 
rect agreement  between  themselves  contained  in  the  con- 
stitution. 

4.  All  remaining  powers  of  sovereignty  wliich,  not  being 
delegated  to  the  Confederate  States  by  the  constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States, 
respectively,  or  to  the  people  thereof. 

On  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  the  States  thought 
proper  to  prevent  all  possible  future  discussions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  by  the  direct  exercise  of  their  own  power, 
and  delegated  no  authority  to  the  Confederate  Government, 
save  immaterial  exceptions,  presently  to  be  noticed. 

Especially  in  relation  to  the  importation  of  African  ne- 
gioes  was  it  deemed  important  by  the  States  that  no  power  . 
to  permit  it  should  exist  in  the  Confederate  Government. 
The  States,  by  the  Constitution,  (which  is  a  treaty  between 
themselves  of  the  most  solemn  character  that  States  can 
make,)  unanimously  stipulated  "that  the  importation  of 
negroes  of  the  African  race,  from  any  foreign  country  other 
than  the  slaveholding  States  or  Territories  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  is  hereby  forliidden ;  and  Congress  is  re- 
quired to  pass  such  laws  as  shall  effectually  prevent  the 
same."    (Art.  1,  sec.  9,  par.  1.) 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  no  power  is  delegated  to  the 
Confederate  Government  over  this  subject,  but  that  it  is  in- 
cluded in  the  third  class  above  referred  to,  of  power  exer- 
cised directly  by  the  States. 

It  is  true  that  the  duty  is  imposed  on  Congress  to  pass 
laws  to  render  effectual  the  prohibition  above  quoted.  But 
this  very  imposition  of  a  duty  on  Congress  is  the  strongest 
proof  of  the  absence  of  power  in  tlie  President  and  Senate 
alone,  who  are  vested  with  authority  to  make  treaties.  In 
a  word,  as  the  only  provision  on  the  subject  directs  Jhe  two 
branches  of  the  legislative  department,  in  connection  with 
the  President,  to  pass  latvs  on  this  subject,  it  is  out  of  the 
power  of  the  President,  aided  by  one  branch  of  the  legisla- 
tive department,  to  control  the  same  subject  by  treaties; 
for  there  is  not  only  an  absence  of  express  delegation  of 
authority  to  the  treaty-making  power,  which  alone  would 
suffice  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  such  authority,  but  there 
is  the  imjilied  prohibition  resulting  from  the  fact  that  all 
duty  on  the  subject  is  imposed  on  a  different  branch  of  the 
Government. 

I  need  scarcely  enlarge  upon  the  familiar  principle,  that 
authority  expressly  delegated  to  Congress  cannot  be  as- 
sumed in  our  Government  by  the  treaty-making  power. 
The  authority  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  to  coin  money,  to 
declare  war,  &c.,  &c.,  are  ready  examples,  and  you  can  bo 
at  no  loss  for  argimient  or  illuutration  in  support  of  so  well 
recoenized  a  nrinciDle. 
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The  view  above  expressed  is  furtlier  enforced  by  the 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  follows  immediately  that 
which  has  already  been  quoted.  The  second  iiaragraph  of 
the  same  section  provides  that  "Congress  shall  also  have 
power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  from  any  State 
not  a  member  of,  or  territory  not  belonging  to,  this  Confed- 
eracy." Here  there  is  no  direct  exercise  of  power  by  the 
States  which  formed  our  Constitution,  but  an  express  dele- 
gation to  Congress.  It  is  thus  seen  that  v/hile  the  States 
were  willing  to  trust  Congress  with  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  introduction  of  African  slaves  from  the  United  States, 
they  were  not  willing  to  trust  it  with  the  power  of  prohib- 
iting their  introduction  from  any  other  quarter,  but  deter- 
mined to  insure  the  execution  of  their  will  by  a  direct  in- 
terposition of  their  own  power. 

%loreover,  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  treaty-making 
power  of  this  Government  to  prohibit  the  African  ulave 
trade,  in  addition  to  the  insuperable  objections  above  sug- 
gested, would  leave  open  the  implication  that  the  same 
power  has  authority  to  permit  such  introduction.  No  such 
imjilication  can  be  sanctioned  by  us.  This  Government  un- 
equivocally and  absolutely  denies  its  possession  of  auy  pow- 
er wliatever  over  the  subject,  and  caunot  entertain  any 
proposition  in  relation  to  it. 

While  it  is  totally  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  give  assurances  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  it- 
self from  auy  unworthy  suspicions  of  its  good  faith  on  this 
eubjrcc,  that  may  be  disseminated  by  the  agents  of  the 
Unittd  States,  it  may  not  be  improper  that  you  should  point 
out  the  superior  efBcacy  of  our  constitutional  pi  ovi.«ion  to 
any  treaty  stipulations  we  could  make.  The  constitution 
is  itself  a  treaty  between  the  States,  of  such  binding  force, 
that  it  cannot  be  changed  or  abrogated  withuut  the  deliber- 
ate and  concurrent  action  of  nine  out  of  the  thirteen  States 
that  compose  theConfederacy.  A  treaty  might  beabrogated 
by  a  party  temporarily  in  power  in  our  country,  at  the  sole 
risk  of  disturbing  amicable  relations  with  a  foreign  Power. 
The  Constitution,  unless  by  approach  to  unanimity,  could 
not  be  changed  without  the  destruction  of  this  Government 
itself;  and  even  should  it  be  possible  hereafter  to  procure 
the  consent  of  the  number  of  States  necessary  to  change  it, 
the  forms  and  delays,  designedly  interposed  by  theframers 
to  check  rash  innovations,  would  give  ample  time  for  the 
most  mature  deliberatior,  and  for  strenuous  resistance  on 
the  part  of  those  opposed  to  such  a  change. 

After  all,  it  is  scarcely  the  part  of  wisdom  to  attempt  to 
impose  restraint  on  the  actions  and  conduct  of  men  for  all 
future  time.  The  policy  of  the  Confederacy  is  as  fixed  an.l 
immutalilo  on  this  subject  as  the  imperfection  of  human  na- 
ture permits  human  resolve  to  be.  No  additional  agree- 
ments, treaties,  or  stipulations  can  commit  these  States  to 
the  proliibition  of  the  African  slave  trade  with  mure  bind- 
ing efficacy  than  those  they  have  themselves  devised.  A 
just  and  geuerous  confidence  in  their  good  faith  on  this  sub- 
ject, exhibited  by  friendly  Powers,  will  be  far  niore  effica- 
cious than  persistent  efforts  to  induce  this  Government  to 
assume  the  exercise  of  powers  which  it  does  not  possess,  and 
to  bind  the  Confederacy  by  ties  which  would  have  no  consti- 
tutional validity.  Wo  trust,  therefore,  that  no  unnecessary 
discussion  on  this  matter  will  be  introduced  into  your 
negotiations.  If,  unfortunately,  this  reliance  should  prove 
ill-founded,  you  will  decline  continuing  negotiations  on 
your  Bide,  and  transfer  them  to  us  at  home,  where,  in  such 
event,  they  could  be  coHducted  with  greater  ficility  aud 
advantagis  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  President. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State, 
Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar, 

Commissioner,  <£-c.,  <£c.,  St.  Petersburg,  Russia. 

Arrests  of  Citizens,  aud  the  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus. 

June  27,  1861,  Major  General  N.  P.  Banks, 
commanding  the  Department  of  Annapolis,  had 
George  P.  Kane,  Chief  of  I'olice  of  Baltimore, 
arrested  for  being,  in  contravention  of  his  duty 
and  in  violation  of  law,  by  direction  or  indirec- 
tion, both  witness  and  protector  to  transactions 
hostile  to  the  authority  of  the  Government,  and 
to  conspirators  avowedly  its  enemie.?. 

Same  day,  Charles  Howard,  Wm.  H.  Gatchell, 
Charles  D.  Hiuks,  John  W.  Davis,  and  George 
Wm.  Brown,  Mayor  and  ex-/officio  member  of 
Board  of  Police  of  Baltimope,  protested  against 
the  arrest  of  Marshal  Kane,  and  the  suspension 
of  the  Board  of  Police,  by  a  military  provost 
marshal. 


July  1,  Gene-al  Banks,  in  pursuance  of  orders 
from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  at  Wash- 
ington, arrested  the  four  first-named  members, 
for  these  reasons : 

The  incidents  of  the  past  week  afforded  full  justification 
for  this  order.  The  headquarters,  under  the  charg-'  of  the 
board,  when  abandoned  by  the  officers,  resembled  in  some 
respects,  a  concealed  arsenal.  After  public  recognition  and 
protest  agriinst  the  "sunpLnsion  of  thoir  functions,"  they 
continued  their  sessions  daily.  Upon  a  forced  and  unwar- 
rantable construction  of  my  proclamation  of  the  2.  th  ultimo, 
they  declared  that  the  police  law  was  suspended,  and  the 
police  oflicers  and  men  put  off  duty  for  the  present,  intend- 
ing to  leave  the  city  without  any  police  protection  what- 
ever. They  refused  to  recognize  the  officers  or  men  neces- 
sarily selected  by  the  provost  marshal  for  its  p.  otection, 
and  hold  subject  to  their  orders,  now  and  hereafter,  the  old 
police  force,  a  large  body  of  armed  men,  for  some  purpose 
not  known  to  I  he  Government,  aud  inconsistent  with  its 
peace  or  sccui'ily.  To  anticipate  any  intentions  or  orders 
on  their  part,  I  have  placed  temporarily  a  portion  of  the 
force  under  my  command  wiihin  the  city.  I  disclaim  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  I  represent,  all  desire,  inten- 
tion, and  purpose  to  interfere,  iu  any  manner  whatever, 
with  the  ordinary  municipal  alTairs  of  the  city  of  Bultimore. 
Whenever  a  loyal  citizen  can  be  named  who  will  execute 
its  police  laws  with  impartiality  and  in  good  faith  to  the 
United  States,  the  military  force  will  bo  withdrawn  from 
the  central  pints  of  the  municipality  at  once.  No  soldier 
will  be  permitted  in  the  city,  e.xcept  under  regulations  sat- 
isfactory to  the  marshal;  and  if  any  so  admitted  violate 
the  municipal  law,  they  shall  bo  punished  according  to  the 
civil  law,  by  the  civil  tribunals. 

They  were  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette,  and 
on  the  Gth  of  August,  Judge  Garrison  of  Brook- 
lyn, issued  a  writ  directing  Col.  Burke  to  pro- 
duce the  pers'jns  in  court.  Col.  Burke  declined 
on  the  authority  of  an  order  from  Lieut.  Gen. 
Scott.  Col.  Burke  was  then  cited  to  answer  for 
contempt  of  court,  but  he  did  not  appear,  and 
August  22,  Judge  Garrison,  "submiling  to  in- 
evitable necessity,"  dismissed  the  proceedings. 
They  were  subsequently  released.  See  Presi- 
dent's Orders,  p,  154. 

ARRESTi  OF    MEMBERS    OP    THE    LEGISLATUEE    0» 
MARYLAND. 

NEWSPAPER  ACCOUNT. 

By  Tekf/raph  to  the  Associated  Pi-ess. 

Baltimore,  Sept.  13. — The  Provost  Marshal,  George  P. 
Dodge,  this  UKirning,  before  day,  arrested  the  3Iayor  of 
Baltimore,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Messrs.  Clias.  S.  Pitts,  Lawrence 
Sangston,  S.  Tcai  kle  Wallis,  T.  Parkin  Scott,  and  Ross 
Winans,  members  of  the  Maryland  Legislature  id"  lialtimoro 
city,  and  F.  K.  Howard,  the  eilitor  ol^  tlio  iaJf/iaH^rg  news- 
paper.   They  were  taken  to  Fort  Mclfenry. 

B.M-TIMOTIE,  Sipt.  13.— Tho  following  additional  arrests 
have  been  made:  Messrs.  Dennison.Quinlan, and  Dr.  Lynch, 
members  of  the  Lc'.;islature  from  lialtiuiore  county;  an(l 
Messrs.  Henry  M.  WarlicM,  Dr.. I.  Hanson  Thomas,  John  C. 
Brune,  city  members;  al.so,  Thomas  W.  Hall,  editor  of  the 
South  newspaper. 

The  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  is  Tuesday 
next,  when,  it  is  suspected,  further  legislation  hostile  to 
the  Governmentwas  to  be  attempted.  All  thearrests  made 
were  under  orders  direct  from  the  W^ar  Department. 

Baltimore,  Sept.  1.3. — I  just  hear  of  the  arrest  of  Henry 
May,  member  of  Congress ;  also,  Henry  M.  Morfit  and  W. 
G.  Harrison,  members  of  tlio  Legislature  from  this  city. 
These,  with  the  names  previously  sent,  complete  the  ten 
city  delegates.  Upon  tho  arrest  of  Gordon,  (member  of  tho 
Maryland  Legislature,)  some  days  ago,  papers  were  found 
in  liis  baggage  reading  like  amendments  to  be  offered  to  a 
proposed  secession  ordinance  to  be  brought  up  at  the  coming 
meeting  of  tho  Legislature. 

Baltimore,  Sept.  IS. — The  police  are  arresting  secession 
members  of  the  Legislature  as  fast  as  they  reach  this  city, 
on  their  way  to  Frederick.  To-moiTow  is  tho  day  set  apart 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  but  there  can  be  no  quo-  • 
rum  present,  as  nearly  tliree  fourths  of  both  Houses  are 
secessionists,  all  of  whom  it  is  presumed,  will  be  arrested. 
This  evening  Messrs.  Dennis  and  Ileckart,  of  the  Senate, 
and  Messrs.  Landing  and  Raisin,  of  tho  House  of  Delegates, 
were  arrested.  There  are  now  fifteen  members  of  the  Iloasft 
and  three  of  the  Senate  under  arrest.  Many  of  tho  men> 
bers  cannot  be  found,  and  have,  it  is  Baid,  fled  from  the 
Stata. 
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[From  the  Baltimore  American.] 
We  are  not  advised  of  the  specific  charges  against  those 
members  of  the  Legislature  and  others  prominent  as  public 
fuiictiouarics  who  have  been  arrested  in  the  State  Ijy  order 
of  the  General  Government ;  but,  from  what  h;is  already  oc- 
curred, the  inference  seems  safe  enough  that  the  roa.suns 
were  such  as  were  fully  justified  in  the  neeilful  preservation 
of  the  peace  of  the  State.  One  tiling  is  certain — that  tlie 
majority  of  the  distinguished  body  thus  interfered  with  was 
thoroughly  disloyal ;  and  judging  from  what  they  already 
have  done,  and  their  persistant  waiting  for  sometliing  to  hap- 
pen to  give  them  a  chance  to  do  something  more  in  the  di- 
roctiou  of  "  State  sovereignty,"  we  believe  they  thought  the 
time  might  come  when  they  might  follow  other  illustrious 
examples,  and  treat  the  State  to  that  outrage  upon  the  peo- 
ple, the  Constitution,  and  the  Union,,  a  "  secession  ordinance." 
They  are  effectually  estopped  from  such  a  purpose  now,  and 
will  have  a  chance  to  reflect  at  their  leisure  on  their  utter 
dijiregard  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  in  their  doings. 

The  astounding  disregard  of  popular  sentiment,  definitely 
shown,  has  been  the  chief  feature  in  the  secession  movement, 
and  Maryland  has  only  escaped  tlie  worst  consequences  of  it 
by  the  film  action  of  the  Governor  in  the  first  instance,  and 
now  by  the  interposition  of  the  strong  hand  of  the  General 
Government. 

copeland's  eepobt. 

Frederick,  Md.,  Septemher  18, 1S61. 
To  Major  General  Banks,  Darnestown: 

Sir  :  I  have  just  telegraphed  to  General  Dix  that  we  have 
seized  seven  members  of  the  house  of  a  very  bitter  character, 
and  four  officers,  clerks,  &c.,  who  are  intensely  bitter,  and 
are  said  to  have  been  very  forward  and  to  have  kept  some  of 
the  weaker  men  up  to  the  work.  Several  arrests  were  made 
of  violent  or  resisting  persons,  whom  I  shall  let  go  after  the 
others  are  gone.  I  shall  send  four  men  at  least  to  General 
Dix,  at  Baltimore,  who  are  very  bad  men.  I  have  advised 
Colonel  Kuger  to  send  to  Sharpsburg  Landing  to  seize  500 
sacks  of  salt,  which  are  waiting  for  the  Southerners  to  come 
BJid  take  them.  They  have  tried  twice  to  do  it.  Wo  have 
also  heard  of  some  arms  which  the  colonel  will  look  up. 
There  is  a  very  bitter  man  here,  a  Blr.  Sinn,  who  is  currently 
reported  by  General  Shriver  and  others  to  be  the  medium  of 
communication  with  the  Southern  Confederacy.  The  names 
of  the  members  are :  B.  S.  Salmon,  K.  C.  SIcCubbin,  J.  II. 
Gordon,  C.  J.  Duraut,  Thomas  Cleggett,  Antlrew  Kessler, 
and  Bernard  Mills.  We  shall  get  T.  Lawrence  Jones.  The 
officers  of  the  Legislature :  J.  N.  Brewer,  Chief  Clerk  Sen- 
ate; Thomas  Moore,  reading  do;  Samuel  Penrose,  jr..  As- 
sistant; X.  Kilgore,  reading  do.;  Milton  Kidd,  Cliief  of  the 
House.  Mr.  Jones  is  taken ;  Edward  Houser,  citizen ;  Kiley, 
(very  bad,)  Printer  to  the  Ilouse ;  John  Hogau,  (very  bad,) 
citizen ;  Joseph  Elkins,  do. ;  Mr.  Mason,  Folder  to  the 
House.  We  shall  leave  here  for  headquarters  this  after- 
noon. The  arrested  were  nearly  all  seized  by  the  police- 
men. 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

E.  MOERIS  COPELAND, 
Aid<le'C'amp. 

Mr.  McCubbin  is  a  person  whom  I  should  recommend  you 
to  set  at  large  if  he  tnkes  the  oath,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
he  will.  He  is  brother-in-law  to  General  Hammond,  and  a 
man  much  respected ;  also  a  man  of  rather  timid  nature, 
and  greatly  troubled  by  his  arrest.  General  Shriver  has 
been  very  active  for  us,  and  is  very  earnest  that  we  should 
let  him  go  on  these  terms.  If  j'ou  can  do  it,  it  will  be  well 
to  telegi'aph  to  Annapolis  to  have  the  oath  tendered,  and 
release  him.  I  should  do  it  under  my  instructions,  only 
that  Colonel  Ruger  thinks  he  has  no  authority  to  allow  any 
man  on  the  list  any  liberty.  U.  M.  C.  • 

OTHER  AKEESTS. 

Philadelphia,  August  19. 

Pierce  Butler  was  arrested  this  afternoon  by  the  United 
States  Marshal  by  order  of  Secretary  Cameron.  He  was 
taken  to  New  York  this  evening,  en  route  to  Fort  Hamil- 
ton. 

Louisville,  September  19. 

Early  this  morning  the  United  States  Marehal  seized  the 
ofiice  of  the  Louisville  Courier,  arrested  ex-Governor  More- 
head,  Reuben  T.  Murrett,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
CourieTj  and  Martin  W.  Barr,  telegraphic  news  reporter  for 
the  New  Orleans  press,  on  charges  of  treason  or  complicity 
with  treason.  The  prisoners  were  all  carried  to  Jeflersou- 
ville,  and  will  be  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  Marshal 
of  Indiana  district. 

Cincinnati,  September  26. 

Yesterday  afternoon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Letcher,  with  a 
detachment  of  Colonel  Woodwards  regiment,  captured 
James  B.  Clay,  with  sixteen  of  his  men,  while  on  the  way 
to  join  Zollicoffer.  They  were  taken  to  Camp  Dick  Robin- 
son. John  C.  Breckimridge  was  with  their  party  in  this 
city,  but  escaped. 


Ex-Mayor  James  G.  Berret,  of  Washington, 
■was  arrested  in  August,  but  released  Septem- 
ber 12,  1861,  ori  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  resigning  the  ofiBce  of  mayor. 

Ellis  B.  Schnable,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  also 
arrested  late  in  August. 

James  W.  Wall,  of  Burlington,  N.  J.,  was 
arrested,  and  others. 

ORDERS    ON    WHICH    CERTAIN    ARRESTS    WERE 

MADE. 

Seeretary  of  War  to  General  Banks. 

War  Department,  Sept.  11, 1861. 
General  :  The  passage  of  any  act  of  secession  by  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland  must  be  prevented.  If  necessary 
all,  or  any  part,  of  the  members  must  be  arrested.  Exercise 
your  own  jiKlsiment  as  to  the  time  and  manner,  but  do  the 
work  effectually. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Gen.  McClellan  tn  Gen.  Ba~\ks. 
[confideniial.] 
Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Washington,  Sept.  12, 1861. 
General  :   After  full  consultation  with  the  President, 
Secretaries  of  State,  War,  &c.,  it  has  been  decided  to  etfect 
the  operation  proposed  for  the  17th.    Arrangements  have 
been  made  to  have  a  Government  steamer  at  Annapolis  to 
receive  the  prisoners  and  carry  them  to  their  destination. 

Some  four  or  live  of  the  chief  men  in  the  affair  are  to  be 
arrested  to-day.  When  they  meet  on  the  17th,  you  will 
please  have  everything  prepared  to  arrest  the  whole  party, 
and  be  sure  that  none  escape. 

It  is  understood  that  yoti  arranged  with  Gen.  Dix  and 
Gov.  Seward  the  modus  operandi.  It  has  been  intimated  to 
me  that  the  meeting  might  take  place  on  the  14th  ;  xdease 
be  prepai'ed.  I  would  bo  glad  to  have  you  advise  me  fre- 
quently of  your  arrangements  in  regard  to  this  very  im- 
portant matter. 

If  it  is  successfully  carried  out  it  will  go  far  toward 
breaking  the  backbone  of  the  rebellion.  It  would  probably 
be  well  to  have  a  special  train  quietly  prepared  to  take 
prisoners  to  Annapolis. 

I  leave  this  exceedingly  important  afiair  to  your  tact  and 
discretion — and  have  but  one  thing  to  impress  upon  you — 
the  absolute  necessity  of  secrecy  and  success.    With  the 
highest  regard,  I  am,  my  dear  General,  your  sincere  friend, 
GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Maj.  Gen.  XT.  S.  A. 

Copy  of  Gen.  Banks's  instructions  concerning  the  Legislature. 
[important  and  confidential.] 

Heajiquarters,  Camp  near  Darnestown, 

September  16, 1S63. 

Lieut.  Col.  Ruger,  Commanding  Tliird  Wisconsin  regiment, 
on  special  service  at  Frederick: 

Sir  :  The  Legislature  of  Maryland  is  appointed  to  meet  in 
special  session  to-morrow,  Tuesday,  Sept.  16.  It  is  not  im- 
possible that  the  members,  or  a  portion  of  them  may  be 
deterred  from  meeting  there  on  account  of  certain  arresta 
recently  made  in  Baltimore.  It  is  also  quite  possible 
that  on  the  first  day  of  meeting  the  attendance  may  be 
small.  Of  the  facts,  as  to  this  matter,  I  shall  see  that  yoa 
are  well  informed,  as  they  transpu'e.  It  becomes  necessary 
that  any  meeting  of  this  Legislature,  at  any  place  or  time, 
shiiil  be  prevented. 

You  will  hold  yourself  and  your  command  in  readiness  to 
arrest  the  members  of  both  Houses ;  a  list  of  such  as  yon 
are  to  detain  will  be  enclosed  to  you,  here^v^th,  among  whom 
are  to  be  specially  included  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two 
bouses,  secretaries,  clerks,  and  all  subordinate  officials.  Let 
the  arrests  be  certain,  and  allow  no  chance  of  failure.  The 
arrests  should  be  made  while  they  are  in  session,  I  think. 

You  will,  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  quietly  examine  the 
premises.  I  am  informed  that  escape  will  be  impossible,  if 
the  entrance  to  the  building  be  held  by  you,  of  that  you  will 
judge  upon  examination.  If  no  session  is  to  be  held,  yoa 
will  arrest  such  members  as  can  be  found  in  Frederick.  The 
process  of  arrest  should  bo  to  enter  both  Houses  at  the  same 
time,  announcing  that  they  were  arrested  by  orders  of  the 
Government,  command  them  to  remain  as  they  are,  subject 
to  your  orders. 

Any  resistance  will  be  forcibly  suppressed,  whatever  tha 
consequences.  Upon  these  arrests  being  effected,  the  mem- 
bers that  are  to  be  detained  will  bo  placed  on  board  a  special 
train  for  Annapolis  where  a  steamer  wiU  await  them. 
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Everything  in  the  execution  of  these  orders  is  confided  to 
your  secrecy,  discretion,  and  iJroniiJtueBS. 

Tht  Case  of  Algernon  S.  Sullivan. 

Depaktment  of  State, 
■Washisgton,  September  10, 1861. 
To  Daniel  Lord,  Esq.,  New  York : 

Sm :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  relating  to 
Algernon  S.  Sullivan,  a  political  prisoner  now  iu  custody  at 
Fort  Lafayette.  This  Department  is  possessed  of  treason- 
able correspondence  of  that  person  which  no  right  or  privi- 
lege of  a  lawj'er  or  counsel  can  justify  or  excuse.  The  pub- 
lic safety  will  not  admit  of  his  being  discharged. 

In  view  of  the  many  representations  made  to  me  in  this 
case,  I  pray  j'our  excuse  for  giving  this  letter  to  the  public. 
With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAil  H.  SEWAED. 

The  Case  of  Robert  Elliot. 

Depaktment  of  State, 
Washington,  October  4, 1861. 
To  his  Excellency  Israel  Washburn,  Augusta,  Me. : 

Governor  :  Application  has  been  made  to  the  President  for 
the  release  of  Itobert  ElUot,  a  political  prisoner  held  in  cus- 
tody at  i'ort  Lafayette. 

The  evidence  taken  in  his  case  shows  that  he  had  not  only 
conceived  the  purpose  of  treasonable  co-operation  in  the 
State  of  Maine  with  the  insurrectionary  citizens  arrayed  in 
arms,  in  other  States,  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Government 
and  the  Union,  but  that  he  had  even  gone  to  the  extreme 
Kngth  of  getting  up  an  unlawful  armed  force  to  operate  in 
Maine  against  tlie  lawful  action  of  toe  State  and  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  His  associates  in  that  treasonable  enter- 
prise, since  his  arrest,  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  Stares.  This  procoecung  is  very  proper  in  itself. 
But  the  representations  they  make,  that  they  and  he  were 
loyal  to  the  Union  at  the  time  when  they  were  combining 
in  aims  against  it,  cannot  bo  accepted,  at  least  in  his  behalf. 
It  appears  that  he  is  too  intelligent  to  misunderstand  the 
legitimate  tendency  of  his  cruuiual  acts.  Ho  camiot  be  re- 
leased. On  the  contrary,  your  vigilance  in  ferreting  out  the 
conspiracy  and  in  arresting  it,  by  denouncing  it  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  country,  is  deemed  worthy  of  especial  com- 
mendation. 

If  any  of  the  other  offenders  are  still  persisting  in  their 
trea.sonable  course,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  not  fail  to  give  in- 
for  mation  to  this  Department. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient 
servant,  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

THE   president's    OKDEKS. 

1862,  February  14 — The  President  issued  an 
order  reciting  the  circumstances  of  the  country, 
the  defection  of  ofiicials  in  every  departmeat, 
the  treason  which  pervaded  and  paralyzed 
every  branch  of  the  service,  in  justification  of 
the  resort  to  extraordinary  measures,  and  adds: 

Meantime  a  favurablo  change  of  public  opinion  has  oc- 
curred. The  lino  between  loyalty  and  disloyalty  is  plainly 
defined  ;  the  whole  structure  of  the  Government  is  firm  and 
Stable;  apprehensions  of  public  danger  and  facilities  for 
treasonable  practices  have  diminished  with  the  passions 
which  prompted  heedless  persons  to  adopt  them.  The  in- 
surrection is  believed  to  have  culminated  and  to  be  declin- 
ing. 

The  President,  in  view  of  these  facts,  and  anxious  to  favor 
a  return  to  the  normal  course  of  the  Administnition,  as  far 
as  regard  for  the  public  welfare  will  allow,  directs  that  al! 
political  prisoners  or  State  prisoners  now  lield  in  military 
custody,  be  released  on  their  subscribing  to  a  parole  engag- 
ing them  to  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hos- 
tility to  the  United  States. 

The  Secretary  of  War  will,  however,  at  his  discretion, 
except  from  the  effect  of  this  order  any  p^rsofs  detained 
as  spies  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents,  or  others  whose 
release  at  the  present  moment  may  be  deemed  incompati- 
ble with  the  public  safety. 

To  all  persons  who  shall  be  so  released,  and  who  sliall 
keep  their  parole,  the  President  grants  an  amnesty  for  any 
past  offences  of  treason  or  disloyalty  which  they  may  have 
committed. 

Extraordinary  arrests  will  hereafter  be  made  under  tlie 
direction  of  the  military  authorities  alone. 

By  order  of  the  President: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

1862,  February  27 — The  President  issued 
this  order : 


Executive  Order  No.  2— In  Relation  to  State  Prisonert. 
War  Department,  Washington  CiTr,  Feb.  27, 1862, 
It  is  ordered: 

First.  That  a  special  commission  of  two  persons,  one  of 
military  rank  and  the  otber  in  civil  life,  be  appointed  to 
examine  tbecase;' of  thi' State prisunersremainirig in  the  mil- 
itary custody  of  the  United  States,and  todeterminr,  whether 
in  view  of  tlie  public  safety  and  the  existing  rebellion,  they 
should  be  discharged,  or  remain  in  military  custody,  or  be 
remitted  to  the  civil  tribunals  for  trial. 

Second.  That  Major  General  John  A.  Dix,  commanding 
in  Baltimore,  and  the  Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont,  of  New 
York,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Cummissioners  for 
the  purposes  above  mentioned,  and  they  are  authorized  to 
examine,  hear,  and  determine  the  cases  aforesaid  ex  parte 
and  in  a  summary  manner,  at  such  times  and  places  as  in 
their  discretion  they  may  appoint,  and  make  lull  report  to 
the  War  Department. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

ORDER   OF    THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR. 
W.Ul    DEP.4.RTMENT, 

Washington,  Kovemher  22, 1862. 
Ordered — ^1.  That  all  persons  now  in  military  custody, 
who  have  been  arrested  for  discouraging  volunteer  enlist- 
ments, opposing  the  draft,  or  for  otherwise  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy,  in  States  where  the  draft  iias  been 
made,  or  the  quota  of  volunteers  and  militia  has  been  fur- 
nished, shall  be  discharged  from  further  military  restraint. 

2.  The  persons  who,  by  the  authority  of  the  military  com- 
mander or  governor  iu  rebel  States,  have  been  arrested  and 
sent  from  such  State  for  disloyalty  or  hostility  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  in  military  cus- 
tody, may  also  he  discharged  upon  giving  their  parole  to  do 
no  act  of  hostility  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  nor  render  aid  to  its  enemies.  But  all  such  persons 
shall  remain  subject  to  military  sui-veillance  and  liable  to 
arrest  on  breach  of  their  parole.  And  if  any  such  persons 
shall  prefer  to  leave  the  loyal  States  on  concUtion  of  their 
not  retm'ning  again  during  the  war,  or  until  special  leave 
for  that  purpose  be  obtained  from  the  President,  then  such 
person  shall,  at  his  option,  be  released  and  depart  from  the 
United  States,  or  be  conveyed  beyond  the  iniUtary  lines  of 
the  United  Slates  forces. 

3.  Tills  order  shall  not  operate  to  discharge  any  person 
who  has  been  in  arms  against  the  Government,  or  by  lorce 
and  arms  has  resisted  or  attempted  to  resist  the  'Iraft,  nor 
relieve  any  person  from  liabiUty  to  trial  and  punishment 
by  ci«l  tribimals,  or  by  court-martial  or  military  commis- 
sion, who  may  be  amenable  to  such  tribunals  lor  offencea 
committed. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

ARREST  OF  JOHN  MERRTMAN  AND  PR0CEEDINO8 

THEREON. 

1861,  May  25 — John  Merryman,  of  Baltimore 
county,  Md.,  was  arrested,  charged  with  holding 
a  commission  as  lieutenant  in  a  company  avow- 
ing its  purpose  of  armed  hostility  against  the 
Government ;  with  being  in  communication 
with  the  rebels,  and  with  various  acts  of  trea- 
son. He  was  1  )dged  in  Fort  McIIenry,  in  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Geo.  Cadwalader.  Merryman  at 
once  forwarded  a  petition  to  Chief  Justice 
Roger  B.  Taney,  reciting  his  arrest,  and  praying 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  a  hearing.  The 
writ  was  issued  for  the  27th,  to  which  General 
Cadwalader  declined  to  respond,  alleging,  among 
other  things,  that  he  was  duly  authorized  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  suspend 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  the  public  safety. 
May  27,  the  Chief  Justice  issued  a  writ  of  at- 
tachment, directing  United  States  Marshal 
Bonifant  to  produce  the  body  of  General  Cad- 
walader on  Tuesday,  May  28th,  "  to  answer  for 
his  contempt  in  refusing  to  produce  the  body 
of  John  Merryman."  May  28th,  the  Marshal 
replied  that  he  proceeded  to  the  fort  to  serve 
the  writ,  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  enter  the 
gate,  and  that  he  was  informed  "  there  was  no 
answer  to  his  writ." 
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CHIEF  JUSTICE  TANET'S  REMAKES. 

I  ordered  the  attachment  yesterday,  because  upon  the 
face  of  the  return  the  detention  of  the  prisoner  was  unlaw- 
ful upon  two  grounds. 

1.  The  President,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Cuited  Statos,  cannot  suspend  the  priviU'ge  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  nor  authorize  any  military  officer  to  do  so. 

2.  A  military  officer  has  no  right  to  arrest  and  detain  a 
person,  not  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  for  an 
offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  except  in  and 
of  the  judicial  authority  and  subject  to  its  control;  and  if 
the  party  is  arrested  by  the  military,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
officer  to  deliver  him  over  immediately  to  the  civil  author- 
.ty,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

I  forbore  yesterday  to  state  orally  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  make  these  prin- 
ciples the  fundamental  law  of  the  Union,  because  an  oral 
statement  might  be  misunderstood  in  some  portions  of  it, 
and  I  shall  therefore  put  my  opinion  in  writing  and  file  it 
in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Coui-t,  in  the  course 
Ot  this  week. 

After  reading  the  above,  the  Chief  Justice 
orally  remarked : 

In  relation  to  the  present  return,  I  propose  to  say  that 
the  marshal  has  legally  the  power  to  summon  out  tho posse 
comitatus  to  seize  and  bring  into  court  the  party  named  in 
the  attachment ;  but  it  is  appiirent  he  will  be  resisted  iu 
the  discharge  of  that  duty  by  a  force  notoriously  superior 
to  the  posse,  comitatus,  and  such  being  the  case,  the  Court 
has  no  power  under  the  law  to  order  the  necessary  force  to 
compel  the  appearance  of  the  party.  If,  however,  he  was 
before  the  Court,  it  would  then  impose  the  only  punisli- 
ment  it  is  empowered  to  inflict — that  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

Under  these  circiunstances  the  Court  can  barely  say,  to- 
day, I  shall  reduce  to  writing  the  reasons  under  which  I 
have  acted  and  which  have  led  me  to  the  conclusions  ex- 
pressed in  my  opinion,  and  shall  report  them  with  these 
proceedings  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  call 
upon  him  to  perform  his  constitutional  duty  to  entbrce  the 
l:iws;  in  other  words,  to  enforce  the  process  of  this  Court. 
This  is  all  this  Court  hac  now  the  power  to  do. 

Subjoined  is  the  ojiinion  of  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice:* 

Ex  parte  John  Meertman. 

Before  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 

United  States,  at  Chambers. 

The  application  in  this  case  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
is  made  to  me  under  the  14th  section  of  the  judiciary  act 
of  1789,  which  renders  effectual  for  the  citizen  the  consti- 
tutional privilege  of  the  writ  of /iflieascor^jus  That  act 
gives  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  each 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  every  District  Judge, 
power  to  gi'ant  ^vl■it3  of  habeas  corpus,  for  the  purpose  of 
an  inquii'y  into  the  cause  of  commitment.  The  petition 
was  presented  to  me  at  'Washington,  under  the  impression 
that  I  would  order  the  prisoner  to  be  brought  before  me 
there,  but  as  he  was  confined  in  Fort  McUenry,  at  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  which  is  in  my  circuit,  I  resolved  to  hear  it 
in  the  latter  city,  as  obedience  to  the  vn-it,  under  such 
circumstances,  would  not  withdraw  Gen.  Cadwalader,  who 
had  him  in  charge,  from  the  limits  of  his  military  command. 

The  petition  presents  the  following  case :  The  petitioner 
resides  in  Maryland,  iu  Baltimore  county.  While  peaceably 
in  his  own  house,  with  his  family,  it  was  at  two  o'clock,  on 
the  morning  of  the  25th  of  May,  1861,  entered  by  an  armed 
force,  professing  to  act  under  military  orders.  He  was 
then  compelled  to  rise  from  his  bed,  taken  into  cus- 
tody, and  conveyed  to  Fort  McHenry,  where  he  is  im- 
prisoned by  the  commanding  officer,  without  warrant  from 
any  lawful  authority. 

The  commander  of  the  fort.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader,  by 
whom  he  is  detained  in  confinement,  in  liis  return  to  the 
writ,  does  not  deny  any  of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  petition. 
He  states  that  the  prisoner  was  arrested  by  order  of  Gen. 
Keim,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  conducted  as  a  prisoner  to 
Fort  McHenry  by  his  order,  and  placed  in  his  (Gen.  Cad- 
walader's)  custody,  to  be  there  detained  by  him  as  a  prisoner. 

A  copy  of  the  warrant,  or  order,  under  which  the  prisoner 
was  arrested,  was  demanded  by  his  counsel,  and  refused. 
And  it  is  not  alleged  in  the  return  that  any  specific  act,  con- 
stituting an  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
has  been  charged  against  him  upon  oath ;  but  he  appears 
to  have  been  arrested  upon  general  charges  of  treason  and 
rebellion,  without  proof,  and  without  giving  the  names  of 
the  wtnesses,  or  specifying  the  acts,  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  miUtary  officer,  constituted  these  crimes.    And 

•  For  a  reply  by  Hon.  Eeverdy  Johnson,  see  Moore's 
Rebellion  Record,  vol.  2,  p.  186. 


having  the  prisoner  thus  in  cnstr dy  upon  these  vague  and 
unsupported  accusations,  he  refuses  to  obey  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  upon  the  grt.und  that  he  is  duly  authorized 
by  the  President  to  suspend  it. 

The  case,  then,  is  simply  tMs :  A  military  officer  residing 
in  Pennsylvania  issues  an  order  to  arrest  a  citizen  of  Mary- 
land, upon  vague  and  indefinite  charges,  without  any  proof, 
so  far  as  appears.  Under  this  order  his  house  is  entered  in 
the  night ;  he  is  seized  as  a  prisoner,  and  conveyed  to  Fort 
McHenry,  and  there  kept  in  close  confinement.  And  when 
a  habeas  corpus  is  served  on  the  commanding  officer,  requir- 
ing him  to  produce  the  prisoner  before  a  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  in  order  that  he  may  examine  into  the  legality 
of  the  imprisonment,  the  answer  of  the  officer  is  that  he  ia 
authorized  by  the  President  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
corptus  at  his  discretion,  and,  iu  the  exercise  of  that  discre- 
tion, suspends  it  in  this  case,  and  on  that  ground  refuses 
obedience  to  the  writ. 

As  tjie  case  comes  before  me,  therefore,  I  understand  that 
the  President  not  only  claims  the  right  to  suspend  the  writ 
of  liabeas  corpus  himself,  at  his  discretion,  but  to  delegate 
that  discretionary  power  to  a  military  officer,  and  to  leave 
it  to  him  to  determine  whether  he  will  or  will  not  obey  ju- 
dicial process  that  may  be  served  upon  him. 

No  official  notice  has  been  given  to  the  courts  of  justice, 
or  to  the  public,  by  proclamation  or  otherwise,  that  the 
President  claimed  this  power,  and  had  exercised  it  in  the 
manner  stated  iu  the  retain.  And  I  certainly  listened  to  it 
with  some  surprise,  for  1  had  supposed  it  to  be  one  of  those 
points  of  constitutional  law  upon  which  there  was  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  and  that  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  could  not  be  suspended  except  by 
act  of  Congress. 

AVhen  the  conspiracy  of  which  Aaron  Burr  was  the  head 
became  bo  formidable,  and  was  so  extensively  ramified  as  to 
justify,  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinion,  the  suspension  of  the  writ, 
he  claimed,  on  his  part,  no  power  to  suspend  it,  but  com- 
municated his  opinion  to  Congress,  with  all  the  proofs  in  his 
l)ossession,  in  order  that  Congress  might  exercise  its  discre- 
tion upon  the  subject,  and  determine  whether  the  public 
safety  required  it.  And  in  the  debate  which  took  place  upon 
the  subject  no  one  suggested  that  Mr.  Jetferson  might  exer- 
cise the  power  hnmself,  if,  in  liis  opinion,  the  public  safety 
demanded  it. 

Having,  therefore,  regarded  the  question  as  too  plain  and 
too  well  settled  to  be  open  to  dispute,  if  the  commanding 
officer  had  stated  that  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  in 
the  exercise  of  his  own  discretion,  ho  refused  obedience  to 
the  writ,  I  should  have  contented  myself  with  referring  to 
the  clause  in  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  construction  it 
received  from  every  jurist  and  statesman  of  that  day,  when 
the  case  of  BmT  was  before  them.  But  being  thus  officially 
notified  that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  has  been  suspended 
under  the  orders  and  by  the  authority  of  the  President,  and 
believing  as  I  do  that  the  President  has  exercised  a  power 
which  he  does  not  possess  imder  the  Constitution,  a  proper 
respect  for  the  high  office  he  fills  requires  me  to  state  plainly 
and  fully  the  groimds  of  my  opinion,  in  order  to  show  that 
I  have  not  ventured  to  question  the  legahty  of  his  act  with- 
out a  careful  and  deliberate  examination  of  the  whole  subject. 

The  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  the  sus- 
pension of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  in 
the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article. 

This  article  is  devoted  to  the  Legislative  Department  of 
the  United  States,  and  has  not  the  slightest  reference  to  the 
Executive  Department.  It  begins  by  providing  "  that  all 
legislative  powers  therein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives."  And  after  prescribing  the 
manner  in  which  these  two  branches  of  the  legislative  de- 
pai'tment  shall  be  chosen,  it  proceeds  to  enumer-ate  specifi- 
cally the  legislative  powers  which  it  thereby  grants,  and 
legislative  powers  whjch  it  expressly  prohibits,  and,  at  the 
conclusion  of  this  specification,  a  clause  is  inserted  giving 
Congress  "  the  power  to  make  all  laws  which  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  in  any  department 
or  office  thereof." 

Thepower  of  legislation  granted  by  this  latter  clause  is 
by  its  word  carefully  confined  to  the  specific  objects  before 
enumerated.  But  as  this  limitation  was  unavoidably 
somewhat  indefinite,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  guard 
more  effectually  certain  great  cardinal  principles  essential 
to  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  and  to  the  rights  and  equality 
of  the  States  by  denying  to  Congress,  in  express  terms, 
any  power  of  legislation  over  them.  It  was  apprehended, 
it  seems,  that  such  legislation  might  be  attempted  under 
the  pretext  that  it  was  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
execution  the  powers  granted ;  and  it  was  determined  that 
there  should  be  no  room  to  doubt,  where  rights  of  such 
vital  importance  were  concerned,  and  accordingly  this 
clause  is  immediately  followed  by  an  enumeration  of  cer- 
tain subjects  to  which  the  powers  of  legislation  shall  not 
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extend ;  and  the  great  importance  which  the  framere  of 
the  Constitution  attached  tu  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  to  protect  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  its  suspeiisiou,  except  in  cases  of 
iuvasion  and  rebellion,  is  first  in  the  list  of  prohibited 
powers  ;  and  even  in  these  cases  the  power  is  denied  and 
i;s  exercise  prohibited  unless  the  public  safety  shall  re- 
quire it.  It  is  true  that  in  the  cases  mentioned  Congress  is 
of  necessity  the  judge  of  whether  the  public  safety  does  or 
does  not  require  it ;  and  its  judgment  is  conclusive.  But 
the  introduction  of  these  words  is  a  standing  admonition 
to  the  legislativo  body  of  the  danger  of  suspending  it  and 
of  the  extreme  caution  ihey  sliould  exercise  before  they 
give  the  Government  of  the  United  States  such  power  over 
the  liberty  of  a  citizen. 

It  is  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution  that  provides 
for  the  organization  of  the  Executive  Department,  and 
enumerates  the  powers  conferred  on  it,  and  prescribes  its 
duties.  And  if  the  high  power  over  the  liberty ,of  the 
citizens  now  claimed  was  intended  to  be  conferred  on  the 
President,  it  ♦ould  undoubtedly  be  found  in  plain  words 
in  this  article.  But  there  is  not  a  word  in  it  that  can  fur- 
nish the  slightest  ground  to  justify  the  exercise  of  the 
power. 

The  article  begins  by  declaring  that  the  Executive  power 
shall  bo  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, to  hold  his  ofiBce  during  the  term  of  four  years,  and 
then  proceeds  to  describe  the  mode  of  election,  and  to  spe- 
cify in  precise  and  plain  words  the  powers  delegated  to 
him  and  the  duties  imposed  upon  him.  Aid  the  short  term 
for  which  he  is  elected,  and  the  narrow  limits  to  which  his 
power  is  confined,  show  the  jealousy  and  apprehensions  of 
future  danger  which  the  fi  aniers  of  the  Constitution  felt 
in  relation  to  that  department  of  the  Government,  and  how 
carefully  they  withheld  froni  it  many  of  the  powers  belong- 
ing to  the  executive  branch  of  the  English  Government 
which  were  considered  as  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  and  conferred  (and  that  in  clear  and  specific 
terms)  those  powers  only  whith  were  deemed  essential  to 
secure  the  successful  operation  of  the  Government. 

He  is  elected,  as  I  have  already  said,  for  tho  brief  term 
of  foiur  years,  and  is  made  personally  responsible,  by  im- 
peachment, for  malfeasance  in  office.  He  is,  from  necessity, 
and  the  nature  of  his  duties,  theCommander-in-Chief  of  tho 
army  and  navy,  and  of  the  militia,  when  called  into  actual 
service.  But  no  appropriation  for  the^upport  of  the  army 
can  he  made  by  Congress  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years, 
BO  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  succeeding  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  withhold  tho  appropriation  for  its  suppoi't, 
and  thus  disband  it,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  President 
used  or  designed  to  use  it  for  improper  purposes.  And  al- 
though the  militia,  when  in  actual  service,  are  under  his 
conuuand,  yet  the  appointment  of  the  officers  is  reserved  to 
the  States,  as  a  security  against  the  use  of  the  military 
power  for  purposes  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people 
or  tho  rights  of  tho  States. 

So,  too,  his  powers  in  relation  to  the  civil  duties  and  au- 
thority necessarily  conferred  on  him  are  carefully  restrict- 
ed, as  well  as  those  belonging  to  Ids  military  character.  He 
cannot  appoint  the  ordinary  ofhcers  of  Government,  nor 
make  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  nation  or  Indian  tribe  with- 
out the  advico  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  cannot  ap- 
point even  inferior  officers  unless  he  is  authorized  by  an 
act  of  Congress  to  do  so.  Ho  is  not  empowered  to  arrest 
any  one  charged  with  an  ofi'enco  against  the  United  States, 
and  whom  he  may,  from  tho  evidence  before  him,  believe 
to  bo  guilty;  nor  can  ho  authorize  any  officer,  ci\'il  or 
military,  to  exercise  tliis  power,  for  the  fifth  article  of  tho 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  expressly  provides  that  no 
person  "shall  bo  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  with- 
out due  process  of  law ;"  that  is,  judicial  process.  And  even 
if  the  privilege  of  the  ^vrit  of  habeas  corpus  was  suspended 
by  act  of  Congress,  and  a  party  not  subject  to  tho  rules  and 
articles  of  war  was  afterwards  arrestsd  and  imprisoned  by 
regular  judicial  process,  ho  could  not  be  detained  in  prison  or 
brought  to  trial  before  a  military  tribunal,  for  tho  article  in 
the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  immediately  following 
the  one  above  referred  to — that  is,  tho  sixth  article — pro- 
vides that,  "  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  en- 
joy the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury 
of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been 
committed,  which  district  shall  havo  been  previously  ascer- 
tained by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the  natiu-e  and  cause 
of  the  accusation ;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against 
him;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  isitnesses  in 
his  favor,  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for  his 
defence." 

And  the  only  power,  therefore,  which  the  President  pos- 
sesses, where  the  "life,  liberty,  or  property"'  of  a  private 
citizen  is  concerned,  is  the  power  ivnd  duty  prescribed  in  tho 
third  section  of  tho  second  article,\wliich  requires  "  that  he 
shall  take  care  that  tho  laws  bo  faithfully  executed."  He  is 
not  authorized  to  execute  them  liiniself,  or  through  agents 
or  ofScers,  civi]  or  military,  appointea  by  himself^  but  ho  is 
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to  take  care  that  they  be  faithfully  carried  into  execution  na 
they  ;ire  espouuded  and  adjudged  by  tho  coordinate  branch 
of  the  GoTerument  to  which  that  duty  is  assigned  by  the 
Constitution.  It  is  thus  made  his  duty  to  como  in  aid  of  the 
judicial  authority,  if  it  shall  be  resisted  by  a  force  too  strong 
to  be  overcome  without  the  assistance  of  the  Executive  arm. 
But  in  exercising  this  power,  ho  acts  in  subordination  to 
juchcial  authority,  assisting  it  to  execute  its  process  and  en- 
force its  judgments. 

AVith  such  provisions  in  the  Constitution,  expressed  in 
langu;ige  too  clear  to  be  misunderstood  by  any  one,  I  can 
see  no  ground  whatever  for  supposing  that  the  President,  in 
any  emergency  or  in  any  state  of  things,  can  authorize  the 
suspension  of  the  privilege  of  tho  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or 
arrest  a  citizen,  except  in  aid  of  tho  judicial  power.  He  cer- 
tainly does  not  faithfully  execute  the  laws  if  he  takes  upon 
himself  legislative  power  by  suspending  tho  writ  of  habeas 
corpus — and  the  judicial  powtr,  also,  liy  arresting  and  im- 
prisoning a  person  without  due  process  of  law.  Nor  can  any 
ai'gumeut  be  driiwn  from  the  nature  of  sovereignty,  or  the 
necessities  of  govei-nment  for  self-defense,  in  times  of  tumult 
and  danger.  The  Government  of  tlio  United  States  is  one  of 
delegated  and  limited  powers.  It  derives  its  existence  and 
authority  altogether  from  the  Constitution,  and  neither  of 
its  branches — executive,  )egislative,or  judicial — can  exercise 
any  of  the  powers  of  government  be.yond  those-specified  and 
granted,  f'or  the  tenth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  in  express  terms,  provides  that  "  the  powera 
not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  r&- 
spectively,  or  to  the  people." 

Indeed,  the  security  against  imprisonment  by  Executive 
authorit}',  provided  for  in  the  fifth  article  of  tho  Amendments 
of  the  Constitution,  which  I  have  before  quoted,  is  nothing 
more  than  a  copy  of  a  like  provision  in  tho  English  constita- 
tion,  which  had  been  firmly  established  before  the  Declara^ 
tion  of  Independence. 

Blackstono,  in  his  Commentaries,  (Ist  vol.,  137,)  states  it 
in  the  following  words: 

"  To  make  imprisonment  lawful,  it  must  be  either  by  pro- 
cess from  the  courts  of  judicature  or  by  warrant  from  some 
legal  officer  having  authority  to  commit  to  prison." 

And  the  peojjle  of  the  United  Colonies,  who  had  them- 
selves lived  under  its  protection  while  they  were  British 
subjects,  were  well  aware  of  the  necessity  of  this  safeguard 
for  their  personal  liberty.  And  no  one  can  believe  that  in 
framing  tho  Government  intended  to  guard  still  more  efB- 
ciently  the  rights  and  the  liberties  of  the  citizens  against 
executive  encroachment  and  oppression,  they  would  have 
conferred  on  the  President  a  power  which  the  history  of 
England  had  proved  to  bo  dangerous  and  oppressive  in  the 
hands  of  tho  Crown,  and  which  the  people  of  England  had 
compelled  it  to  surrender  after  a  long  and  obstinate  stru^ 
gle  on  the  part  of  tho  Enghsh  Executive  to  usurp  and  r^ 
tain  it. 

The  right  of  the  subject  to  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  ka^ 
beas  corpus,  it  must  be  recollected,  was  one  of  the  great 
points  in  controversy  during  the  long  struggle  in  England 
between  arbitrary  government  and  free  institutions,  and 
must  therefore  have  strongly  attracted  tho  attention  of 
statesmen  engaged  in  framing  a  new  and,  as  they  supposed, 
a  freer  government  than  the  one  which  they  had  thrown 
off  by  tho  Revolution.  For,  from  the  earliest  history  of 
tho  common  law,  if  a  person  was  imprisoned — no  matter 
by  what  authority — he  had  a  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  to  bring  his  case  before  the  King's  Bench,  and,  if 
no  specific  offence  was  charged  against  him  in  tho  warrant 
of  commitment,  he  was  entitled  to  be  forthwith  discharged; 
and  if  an  offence  was  charged  which  was  bailable  in  its 
character  the  court  was  bound  to  set  him  at  liberty  on 
bail.  And  the  most  exciting  contests  between  the  Crown 
and  the  people  of  England  from  the  time  of  Magna  Charta 
were  in  relation  to  tho  privilege  of  this  WTit,  and  they  con- 
tinued until  tho  passage  of  tho  statute  of  31st  Charles  2d, 
commonly  known  as  the  great  habeas  corpus  act.  This 
statute  put  an  end  to  the  struggle,  and  finally  and  firmly 
secured  the  liberty  of  tho  subject  from  tho  usui-jKition  and 
oppression  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 
It  nevertheless  conferred  no  'new  right  upon  the  subject, 
but  only  secured  a  right  already  existing;  for,  although 
tho  right  could  not  justly  be  denied,  thero  was  often  uo  ef- 
fectual remedy  against  its  violation.  Until  the  statute  of 
the  13fh  of  'William  III  tho  judges  held  their  offices  at  tho 
pleasure  of  the  King,  and  the  influence  which  ho  exercised 
over  timid,  time-serving,  and  partisan  judges  often  induced 
them,  upon  somo  pretext  or  other,  to  refuse  to  discharge 
the  party  although  ho  was  entitled  to  it  by  law,  or  delayed 
their  decisions  from  time  to  time,  so  as  to  prolong  the  im- 
prisonment of  persons  who  were  obnoxious  to  tho  King  for 
their  political  opinions,  or  had  incurred  his  resentment  in 
any  other  way. 

The  great  and  inestimable  value  of  the  Jiabeas  corpus  ac* 
of  the  yist  Charles  II  is  that  it  conhiins  provisions  which 
compel  courts  and  judges,  and  all  parties  concerned,  to  per- 


ADMINISTRATION   OF  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


15T 


form  their  duties  promptly,  in  the  maimer  specified  in  the 
Btatiitu. 

A  passage  in  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  sho-wing  the  an- 
cient state  of  the  law  upon  this  subject,  and  the  abuses 
■which  were  practiced  through  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  Crown,  and  a  short  extract  from  Ilallam's  Constitu- 
tional History,  stating  the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to 
the  passage  of  this  statute,  explain  briefly,  but  fully,  all  that 
is  material  to  this  subject. 

Blackstone,  in  his  Commentaries  on  the  laws  of  England, 
(3dT0l.,  133, 13-t,)  says: 

"  To  assert  an  absolute  exemption  from  imprisonment  in 
all  cases  is  inconsistent  with  evoi-y  idea  of  law  and  political 
Bociety,  and  in  the  end  would  destroy  all  civil  liboi-ty,  by 
rendering  its  protection  impossible. 

"But  the  glory  of  the  Enghsh  Law  consists  in  clearly  de- 
defining  the  times,  the  causes,  and  the  extent,  when,  where- 
fore, and  to  what  degree  the  imprisonment  of  the  subject 
may  be  lawful.  This  it  is  wliich  induces  the  absolute  neces- 
eity  of  expressing  upon  every  commitment  the  reason  for 
■which  it  is  made,  that  the  court  upon  a  habeas  corpus  may 
examine  into  its  validity,  and,  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  may  discharge,  admit  to  bail,  or  remand  the 
prisoner. 

"And  yet  early  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  rcljing  on  some  arbitrary  precedents,  (and 
those  perhaps  misunderstood,)  determined  that  they  would 
not,  upon  a  habeas  corpus  either  bail  or  deliver  a  prisoner, 
though  committed  ■without  any  cause  assigned,  in  case  he 
■was  committed  by  the  special  command  of  the  King  or  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council.  Tliis  drew  on  a  Parhamen- 
tary  inquirj-,  and  produced  the  Petition  of  Kights — 3  Chas. 
I — which  recites  this  illegal  judgment,  and  enacts  that  no 
freeman  hereafter  shall  be  so  imprisoned  or  detained.  But 
when  in  the  Ibllowing  year  Mr.  Selden  and  others  were  com- 
^nitted  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council  in  pm-suanco  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's 6peci;d  command,  under  a  general  charge  of 'notable 
contempts, and  stirringup  sedition  against  the  King  and  the 
Government,'  the  judges  delayed  for  two  terms  (including 
also  the  long  vacation)  to  deliver  an  opinion  how  for  such  a 
charge  w;is  bailable.  And  when  at  length  they  agreed  that 
it  Was,  they  however  annexed  a  condition  of  finding  sureties 
for  their  good  behavior,  which  still  protracted  their  impris- 
onment; the  Chief  Justice,  Sir  Nicholas  Hyde,  at  the  same 
time  declaring  that '  if  they  were  again  remanded  for  that 
cause  perhaps  the  court  would  not  alterward  grant  a  habeas 
corpus  being  already  acquainted  with  the  cause  of  the  im- 
prisonment.' But  this  was  heard  with  indignation  and  as- 
tonishment by  every  lawj-cr  present,  according  to  Mr.  Sel- 
den"3  own  account  of  the  matter,  whose  resentment  was  not 
cooled  at  the  distance  of  four  and  twenty  ye;irs." 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  offences  charged  against 
the  prisoner  in  this  case,  and  relied  on  as  a  justification  for 
his  arrest  and  imprisonment,  in  their  nature  and  character, 
and  in  the  loose  and  vague  manner  in  which  they  are  stated, 
bear  a  striking  resemblance  to  those  assigned  in  the  war- 
rant for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Selden.  And  yet,  even  at  that 
day,  the  warrr.nt  was  regarded  as  such  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  rights  of  the  subject  that  the  delay  of  the  time-serving 
judges  to  set  him  at  liberty  upon  the  habeas  corpus  issued 
in  his  behalf  excited  universal  indignation  at  the  bar.  The 
extract  from  Ilallam's  Constitutional  Ilistory  is  equally 
impressive  end  equally  in  point.    It  is  in  vol.  4,  p.  14: 

"  It  is  a  very  common  mistake,  and  not  only  among  for- 
eigners, but  many  from  whom  some  knowledge  of  our  con- 
stitutional laws  might  be  expected,  to  svippose  that  this 
statute  of  Charles  11  enlarged  in  a  great  degree  our  liber- 
ties, and  forms  a  sort  of  epoch  in  their  history.  But  though 
a  very  beneficial  enactment,  and  eminently  remedial  in 
many  cases  of  illegal  imprisonment,  it  introduced  no  new 
principle,  nor  conferred  any  right  upon  the  subject.  From 
the  earliest  records  of  the  English  law,  no  freeman  could  bo 
detained  in  prison,  except  upon  a  criminal  charge  or  con- 
viction, or  for  a  civil  debt.  In  the  former  case  it  was  always 
.  in  his  power  to  demand  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  a  writ 
'Ot  habeas  corjnis  ad  subjiciendum  directed  to  the  person  de- 
taining him  in  custody,  by  wliich  he  was  enjoined  to  bring 
up  tiie  body  of  the  prisoner  with  the  warrant  of  commit- 
ment, that  the  court  might  judge  of  its  sufficiency,  and  re- 
mand the  party,  admit  him  to  bail,  or  discharge  him,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  charge.  This  writ  issued  of  right, 
and  could  not  be  refused  by  the  court.  It  was  not  to  bestow 
an  immunity  from  arbitrary  imprisonment,  which  is  abun- 
dantly provided  for  in  Magna  Charta,  (if  indeed  it  was  not 
more  ancient,)  that  the  statute  of  Charles  II  was  enacted, 
but  to  cut  off  the  abuses  by  which  the  Government's  lust  of 
power  and  servile  subtlety  of  Crown  lawyers  had  impaired 
so  fundamental  a  privilege." 

While  the  value  set  upon  this  writ  in  England  has  been 
eo  great  that  the  removal  of  the  abuses  which  embarrassed 
Its  enjoyment  have  been  looked  upon  as  almost  a  new  grant 
of  liberty  to  the  subject,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  continuance  of  the  writ  thus  made  effective  should 
have  be«D  the  object  of  the  luost  jealous  c<ire.    Accord- , 


ingly,  no  power  in  England  short  of  that  of  Parliament, 
can  suspend  or  authorize  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus.  I  quote  again  from  Blackstone  (1  Comm., 
136 :)  "  But  the  happiuess  of  our  Constitution  is,  that  it  is 
not  left  to  the  executive  power  to  determine  when  the 
danger  of  the  State  is  so  great  as  to  render  this  measure 
expedient.  It  is  the  Parliament  only  or  legislative  power 
that,  whenever  it  sees  proper,  can  authorize  the  Crown,  by 
suspending  the  habeas  cctrpus  for  a  short  and  limited  time, 
to  imprison  suspected  persons  without  giving  any  reason 
for  60  doing."  And  if  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  suspend  the  wTit,  then  tho  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  has  conferred  upon  him  more  regal  and  absolute 
power  over  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  than  the  people  of 
England  have  thought  it  safe  to  entrust  to  tho  Crown — a 
power  which  the  Queen  of  England  cannot  exercise  at  this 
day,  and  which  could  not  have  been  lawfully  exercised  by 
the  sovereign  even  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First. 

But  I  am  not  left  to  form  my  judgment  upon  this  great 
question  from  analogies  between  tho  English  Government 
and  our  own,  or  the  commentaries  of  English  jm'ists,  or 
the  decisions  of  EngUsh  court.s,  although  upon  this  subject 
they  are  entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  and  are  justly  re- 
garded and  received  as  authoritative  by  our  courts  of 
justice.  To  guide  me  to  a  right  conclusion,  I  have  the 
Commentaries  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
the  late  Mr.  Justice  Story,  not  only  one  of  the  most  eminent 
jurists  of  the  age,  but  for  a  long  time  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
also  the  clear  and  authoritative  decision  of  that  Court 
itself,  given  more  than  half  a  century  since,  and  conclusively 
establishing  the  principles  I  have  above  stated.  Sir.  Justice 
Str.r}%  spealcing  in  his  Commentaries  of  the  habeas  corpus 
clause  in  the  Constitution,  says: 

"  It  is  obvious  that  cases  of  a  peculiar  emergency  may 
arise,  which  may  justify,  naj',  even  require,  the  temporary 
suspension  of  any  right  to  the  v\Tit.  But  as  it  has  fre- 
quently happienod  in  foreign  countries,  and  even  in  Eng- 
land, that  the  writ  has,  upon  various  pretexts  and  occasions, 
been  suspended,  whereby  persons  apprehended  upon  sus- 
picion have  suffered  a  long  imprisonment,  sometimes  from 
design,  and  sometimes  beciuse  they  were  forgotten,  the 
right  to  suspend  it  is  expressly  conlined  to  cases  of  rebel- 
lion or  invasion,  where  the  public  safety  may  require  it.  A 
very  just  and  wholesome  restraint,  which  cuts  down  at  a 
blow  a  fi-uitlul  means  of  oppression,  capable  of  being  abused 
in  bad  times  to  the  worst  of  purposes.  Hitherto  no  suspen- 
sion of  the  ■wi-it  has  ever  been  authorized  by  Congress"  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Constitution.  It  would  seem,  as  the 
power  is  given  to  Congress  to  suspend  tho  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  that  the  right  to 
judge  whether  the  exigency  had  arisen  must  exclusively 
belong  to  that  body."— -3  Story's  Com.  on  the  Constitution, 
section  1,336. 

And  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  ex  parte  Bellman  and  cwart- 
wout,  uses  this  decisive  language,  in  4  Cranch,  95: 

"  It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  act,  (speaking  of 
tho  one  under  which  I  am  ijroceeding,)  was  passed  by  the 
First  Congress  of  tho  United  States,  sittiug  under  a  Consti- 
tution which  had  declared  'that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  should  not  be  suspended  unless  when,  in 
cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  publicsafety  may  reqnire 
it.'  Acting  imder  the  immediate  influence  of  this  injunc- 
tion, they  mast  have  felt  with  peculiar  force  the  obligation 
of  providing  efficient  means  by  which  this  great  constita- 
tional  privilege  should  receive  life  and  activity  ;  for  if  the 
means  be  not  in  existence,  the  privilege  itself  would  be  lost, 
although  no  law  for  its  suspension  should  be  enacted.  Un- 
der the  impression  of  this  obligation  they  give  to  all  the 
courts  the  power  of  awarding  writs  of  habeas  corpus." 

And  again,  in  page  101: 

"If  at  any  time  the  publicsafety  should  reqnire  the  sus- 
pension of  the  powers  vested  by  this  act  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  for  the  Legislature  to  say  so.  That 
question  depends  on  poltical  considerations,  on  which  the 
Legislature  is  to  decide.  Until  thel  gislative  will  be  ex- 
presifed,  this  court  can  only  see  its  duty,  and  must  obey 
the  laws." 

I  can  add  nothing  to  these  clear  and  emphatic  words  of 
my  great  predecessor. 

IJut  the  documents  before  me  show  that  tho  military  au- 
thority in  this  case  has  gone  far  beyond  the  mere  suspension 
of  the  privilege  of  tho  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  It  has,  by 
force  of  arms,  thrust  aside  the  jutUcial  authorities  and  officers 
to  whom  the  Constitution  has  confided  the  power  and  duty 
of  interpreting  and  administering  the  laws,  and  substituted 
a  military  government  in  its  place,  to  be  administered  and 
executed  by  military  officers.  For  at  tho  time  these  pro- 
ceedings were  had  against  John  Merryman,  the  District 
Judge  of  Maryland — the  commissioner  appointed  under  the 
act  of  Congress — the  District  Attoraey  and  the  Marshal,  all 
resided  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  a  few  miles  only  from  the 
home  of  the  prisoner.    Up  to  that  time  there  had  never  been 
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the  slightest  resistance, or  obstrtiction  to  the  process  of  any 
court  or  judicial  oilicer  of  the  United  States  in  Maryland, 
except  by  the  military  authority.  And  if  a  military  officer, 
or  any  other  person,  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  prisoner 
had  committed  any  offense  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  his  duty  to  give  inl'ormationof  the  fact  and  the 
evidence  to  support  it  to  the  District  Attorney,  and  it  would 
then  have  become  the  duty  of  that  officer  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  Distiict  Judge  or  Commissioner,  and  if  there  was 
sufficient  legal  evidence  to  justify  his  arrest,  the  Judge  or 
Commissioner  would  have  issued  liis  warrant  to  the  Marshal 
to  arrest  him,  and,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  party,  would 
have  held  him  to  bail,  or  committed  Idm  for  trial,  according 
to  the  character  of  the  olTenso  as  it  appeared  in  the  testi- 
mony, or  would  have  discharged  him  immediately  if  there 
was  not  sufficient  evidence  to  support  the  accusation.  Tliere 
was  no  danger  of  any  obstruction  or  resistance  to  the  action 
of  the  civil  authorities,  and  therefore  no  reason  whatever  for 
the  interposition  of  the  military.  And  yet,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, a  military  officer,  stationed  in  Pennsylvania, 
without  giving  any  information  to  the  District  Atrorney, 
and  without  any  application  to  the  judicial  authorities,  as- 
sumes to  himself  the  judicial  power  in  the  district  of  Mary- 
land; undertakes  to  decide  what  constitutes  the  crime  of 
treason  or  rebellion;  what  evidence  (if,  indeed,  ho  required 
any)  is  sufficient  to  support  the  accusation  and  justify  the 
commitment;  and  commits  the  party,  without  having  a  hear- 
ing even  belbre  himself,  to  close  custody  in  a  strongly  gar- 
risoned fort,  to  be  there  held,  it  would  seem,  during  the 
pleasure  of  those  who  committed  him. 

The  Constitution  provides,  as  I  have  before  said,  that 
"  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property, 
without  duo  process  of  law."  It  declares  that  "  the  right 
of  the  people  to  bo  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers, 
and  effects  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures 
shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  upon 
probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  par- 
ticulai'ly  describing  the  place  to  be  searched  and  the  per- 
sons or  things  to  bo  seized."  It  provides  that  the  party 
accused  shall  be  entitled  to  a  speedy  trial  in  a  court  of 
justice. 

And  these  great  and  fundamental  laws,  which  Congress 
itself  could  not  suspend,  have  been  disregarded  and  sus- 
pended, like  the  writ  of  haheas  corpus,  by  a  military  order, 
supported  by  force  of  arms.  Such  is  the  case  now  before 
mo;  and  I  can  only  say  that  if  the  authority  which  the 
Constitution  has  confided  to  the  judiciary  department  and 
judicial  officers  may  thus  upon  any  pretext  or  under  any 
circumstances  be  usurped  by  the  military  power  at  its  dis- 
cretion, the  peoplo  of  the  United  Sbites  are  no  longer 
living  under  a  Oovenrment  of  laws,  but  every  citizen  holds 
life,  iibtrty,  and  property  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  tho 
army  officer  ia  whose  military  district  he  may  happen  to 
be  found. 

In  such  a  case  my  duty  was  too  plain  to  be  mistaken.  I 
have  exercised  all  the  power  which  tho  Constitution  and 
laws  confer  on  mo,  but  that  power  has  been  resisted  by  a 
force  too  strong  for  mo  to  overcome.  It  is  possible  that 
the  officer  who  had  incurred  this  grave  responsibility  may 
have  misunderstood  his  instructions,  and  exceeded  the 
authority  intended  to  be  given  him.  I  shall,  therefore, 
order  all  the  proceedings  in  this  case,  with  my  opiiuon,  to 
be  filed  and  recorded  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  tho  United 
States  for  tho  District  tif  Maryland,  and  direct  the  clerk  to 
ti'ansmit  a  copy,  uuder  seal,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  wili  then  remain  for  that  high  officer,  in  fulfil- 
ment of  his  constitutional  obligation  to  "  take  care  that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  to  cietcrmino  what  meas- 
ures he  will  take  to  cause  tho  civil  process  of  tho  United 
States  to  be  respected  and  enforced. 

R.  B.  TANEY, 
Chitf  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

opinion  op  attorney  general  bates  on  the 
president's  power  to  arrest  suspected 
persons,  and  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 

CORPUS. 

Attorney  General's  Office,  July  5, 1861. 

Sir:  You  have  required  my  opinion  in  WTiting  upon  the 
following  questions : 

"  I.  In  the  present  time  of  a  great  and  dangerous  insur- 
rection, has  the  President  tho  discretionary  power  to  cause 
to  be  arrested  and  held  in  custody  persons  known  to  have 
criminal  intercourse  with  the  insurgents,  or  persons  against 
whom  there  is  probable  cause  for  suspicion  of  such  criminal 
complicity? 

'■II.  In  such  cases  of  arrest  is  the  President  justified  in 
refusing  to  obey  a  wi-it  of  habeas  corpus  issued  by  a  court 
or  a  judge,  requiring  him  or  his  agent  to  produce  the  body 
of  the  prisoner,  and  show  tlie  cause  of  liis  caption  and  de- 
tention, to  be  adjudged  and  disposed  of  by  such  court  or 
judge  i" 


To  make  my  answer  to  these  questions  at  once  consiBtent 
and  plain,  I  find  it  convenient  to  advert  to  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  government  as  recognized  and  acted  upon  in  most, 
if  not  all,  the  countries  in  Europe,  and  to  mark  the  differ- 
ence between  that  principle  and  the  great  principle  which 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  our  National  Government. 

Jlost  European  writers  upon  government  assume,  ex- 
pressly or  by  implication,  that  every  national  Government 
is,  and  must  be,  the  full  expression  and  representation  of 
tho  nation  which  it  governs,  armed  with  all  its  powers,  and 
able  to  assert  all  its  rights.  In  England,  tho  form  of  whose 
Government  more  nearly  approximates  our  own,  and  where 
the  rights,  interests,  and  powers  of  the  people  are  more 
respected  and  cared  fjr  than  in  most  of  the  nations  of  tho 
European  continsnt,  it  has  grown  into  an  axiom  that  "the 
Parliament  is  omnipotent,"  that  is,  that  it  can  do  any- 
thing that  is  possible  to  be  done  by  legislation  or  by  judg- 
ment. For  all  the  ends  of  the  Government  the  Parhament 
is  the  nation.  Moreover,  in  Europe  generally,  the  sover- 
eignty is  vested  visibly  in  some  designated  man  or  set  of 
men,  so  that  the  subject  people  can  see  their  sovereign  as 
well  as  feel  the  workings  of  his  power.  But  in  this  coun- 
try it  has  been  carefully  provided  otherwise.  In  the  for- 
mation of  our  national  Government  our  fathers  were  sur- 
rounded with  peculiar  difficulties,  arising  out  of  their  novel, 
I  may  say  unexampled,  condition.  In  resolving  to  break 
the  ties  which  had  bound  them  to  the  British  Empire, 
their  complaints  were  leveled  chiefly  at  the  King,  not  the 
Parlinment  nor  the  people.  They  seem  to  have  been  ac- 
luated  by  a  special  dread  of  the  unity  of  power,  and  hence, 
inflaming  the  Constitution,  they  preferred  to  take  the 
rislc  of  leaving  some  good  undone,  for  lack  of  power  in  th» 
agi  nt,  rather  than  arm  any  governmental  officer  with  suclj 
great  powers  for  evil  as  are  implied  in  the  dictatorial 
charge  to  "  see  that  no  damage  comes  to  the  common- 
wealth." 

llence,  keeping  the  sovereignty  always  out  of  sight,  they 
adopted  the  jilan  of  "  checks  and  balances,"  forming  separate 
dep;irtments  of  government,  and  giving  to  each  deijartment 
separate  and  limited  powers.  These  departments  are  co- 
ordinate and  coequal;  that  is,  neither  being  sovereign,  each 
is  independent  in  its  sphere,  and  not  subordinate  to  the 
others,  either  of  them  or  both  of  them  together.  We  have 
three  of  these  co-ordinate  departments.  Now,  if  we  allow 
one  of  the  three  to  determine  the  extent  of  its  own  powers, 
and  also  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  other  two,  that  one 
can  control  the  whole  Government,  and  has  in  fact  achieved 
he  sovereignty. 

We  ought  not  to  say  that  otir  system  is  perfect,  for  its  de- 
fects (perhaps  inevitable  in  all  human  tilings)  are  obvious. 
Our  fathers  having  divided  the  Government  into  co-orcUnate 
departments,  did  not  even  try  (and  if  they  had  tried  ^\otild 
probably  have  failed)  to  create  an  arbiter  among  them  to  ad- 
judge their  conflicts  and  keep  them  witliin  their  respective 
bounds,  niey  were  left,  by  design,  I  suppose,  each  indepen- 
dent and  free  to  act  out  its  own  granted  powers,  \vithout 
any  ordained  legal  superior  possessing  the  power  to  revise 
and  reverse  the  action.  And  this  with  tho  hope  that  thei 
thi'eo  departments,  mutually  coequal  and  independent,  would 
keep  each  other  wthin  their  proper  spheres  by  their  mutuall 
antagonism ;  that  is,  by  the  system  of  checks  and  balances 
to  wiiich  otu-  fathers  were  driven  at  the  beginning  by  their 
fear  of  tho  unity  of  i)ower. 

In  this  view  of  tho  subject,  it  is  quite  possible  for  the  sam» 
identical  question  (not  case)  to  como  up  legitimately  before 
each  one  of  the  three  departments,  and  bo  determined  ia 
three  different  ways,  and  each  decision  stand  irrevocable, 
binding  upon  the  parties  to  each  case;  and  that  for  tho  sim- 
ple reason  that  the  departments  ai-e  co-ordinate,  and  there  is 
no  ordained  legal  superior  with  power  to  revise  and  reverse 
their  decisions. 

To  say  that  the  departments  of  our  Government  are  co- 
ordinate is  to  say  that  the  judgment  of  one  of  them  is  not 
binding  upon  the  other  two  as  to  tho  arguments  and  princi- 
ples involved  in  tho  judgment.  It  binds  only  the  parties  to 
the  case  decided.  But  if,  admitting  that  tho  departments  of 
Government  are  co-ordinate,  it  be  still  contended  that  the 
piinciples  adopted  by  one  department,  in  deciding  a  case 
properly  before  it,  are  binding  upon  another  department, 
that  obUgation  must  of  necessity  be  reciprocal;  that  is,  if  the 
President  bo  bound  by  the  principles  liud  down  by  the  Judi- 
ciary, so  also  is  the  JucUciary  bound  by  tho  principles  laid 
down  by  tho  President.  And  thus  we  shall  have  a  tlieory  of 
constitutional  government  flatly  contradicting  itself  Dipart- 
ments  co-ordinate  and  coequal,  and  yet  reciprocally  suliordi- 
nate  to  each  other !  That  cannot  bo.  The  several  depart- 
ments, though  far  from  sovereign,  are  free  and  independent, 
in  tho  exercise  of  the  limited  powers  gi-anted  to  them  respect- 
ively by  tho  Constitution.  Our  Government,  indeed,  as  A 
whole,  is  not  vested  with  the  sovereignty  and  does  ncJt  pos* 
sess  all  the  powers  of  the  nation.  It  has  no  powers  but  suclj 
as  are  gi-anted  by  the  Constitution;  and  many  powers  are 
expressly  withheld.  The  nation  certainly  is  coequal  with  all 
other  nations,  and  has  equal  powers,  but  it  has  not  dioscn  ta 
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delegate  all  its  powers  to  this  Government,  In  any  or  all  its 
departments. 

The  Government,  as  a  whole,  is  limited;  and  limited  in  all 
its  departments.  It  is  the  especial  function  of  the  judiciary 
to  hear  and  determine  cases,  not  to  "  establish  principles," 
DOT  "settle  questions,"  so  as  to  conclude  any  person  but  the 
parties  and  privies  to  the  cases  ailjudged.  Its  powers  are 
specially  granted  and  defined  by  the  Constitution,  article  3, 
section  2 : 

"The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and 
equity  arising  under  this  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  treaties  made  and  which  shall  be  made  under 
their  authority ;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other 
ministers,  and  consuls;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  mari- 
time jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to  which  the  United 
States  shall  be  a  party;  to  controversies  between  two  or 
more  States;  between  States  and  citizens  of  other  States; 
between  citizens  of  different  States;  between  citizens  of  the 
same  State  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  States, 
and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign 
States,  citizens,  or  subjerfs." 

And  that  is  the  sum  of^its  powers,  ample,  and  efficient  for 
all  the  purposesof  distributive  justice  among  individual  par- 
ties, but  powerless  to  impose  rules  of  action  and  of  judgment 
upon  the  other  departments.  Indeed,  it  is  not  itself  bound 
hy  its  own  decisions,  for  it  can,  and  often  does,  overrule  and 
disregard  them,  as  in  common  honesty  it  ought  to  do,  when- 
ever it  finds,  by  its  after  and  better  lights,  that  its  former 
judgments  were  wrong. 

Of  all  the  departments  of  the  Government  the  President 
is  tlie  most  active,  and  the  most  constant  in  action.  lie  is 
called  "tlio  Executive;"  and  so  in  fact  he  is,  and  much  more 
also,  for  the  Constitution  has  imposed  upon  him  many  im- 
portant duties,  and  granted  to  him  great  powers  which  are 
in  their  natiue  not  executive — such  as  the  veto  power,  the 
power  to  send  and  receive  ambassadors,  the  power  to  make 
treaties,  and  the  power  to  appoint  officers.  This  last  is  not 
more  an  executive  power  when  used  by  the  President  than 
it  is  when  it  is  exercised  by  either  IlouiSo  of  Congress,  by  the 
courts  of  justice,  or  by  the  people  at  large. 

The  President  is  a  department  of  the  Government,  and, 
although  the  oidy  department  which  consists  of  a  single 
man,  he  is  charged  with  a  greater  range  and  variety  of  pow- 
ers and  duties  than  any  other  department.  He  is  a  civil 
magistrate,  not  a  military  chief;  and  in  this  regard  we  see  a 
striking  proof  of  the  generality  of  the  sentiment  prevailing 
in  this  country  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  our  Govern- 
ment, to  the  eiTect  that  the  military  ought  to  be  held  in 
strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power;  for  the  Constitution, 
while  it  grants  to  Congress  the  unrestricted  power  to  de- 
clare war,  to  raise  and  support  armies,  and  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy,  at  the  same  time  guards  carefully  against 
the  abuse  of  that  power,  by  withholding  from  Congress  and 
from  the  army  itself  the  authority  to  appoint  the  chief  com- 
mander of  a  force  so  potent  for  good  or  evil  to  the  State. 
The  Constitution  provides  that  "the  President  shall  be  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States  when  called  into  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States."  And  why  is  this? 
Surely  not  because  the  President  is  supposed  to  be,  or  com- 
monly is,  in  fact,  a  military  man,  a  man  skilled  in  the  art 
of  war,  and  qualified  to  marshal  a  host  in  the  field  of  battle. 
No,  it  is  for  quite  a  different  reason ;  it  is,  that  whatever 
skillful  soldier  may  lead  our  armies  to  victory  against  a  for- 
eign foe,  or  may  quell  a  domestic  insurrection,  however  high 
he  may  raise  his  professional  renown,  and  whatever  martial 
glory  he  may  win,  still  he  is  subject  to  tiie  orders  of  the  civil 
magistrate,  and  he  and  his  army  are  always  "subordinate 
to  the  civil  power." 

And  hence  it  follows  that  whenever  the  President,  (the 
civil  magistrate.)  in  the  discharge  of  his  constitutional 
duty  to  "take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed," 
has  occasiog  to  use  the  army  to  aid  him  in  the  performance 
of  that  duty,  he  does  not  thereby  lose  his  civil  character 
and  become  a  soldier,  subject  to  military  law,  and  liable  to 
b'^  tried  by  a  court-martial,  any  more  than  does  a  civil 
c<inrt  lo!=e  its  legal  and  pacific  nature,  and  become  military 
and  belligerent  by  calling  out  the  power  of  the  country  to 
enforce  its  decrees.  The  civil  magistrates,  whether  judicial 
or  executive,  must  of  necessity  employ  physical  power  to 
aid  them  in  enforcing  the  laws,  whenever  they  have  to 
deal  with  disobedient  and  refractory  subjects,  and  their 
legal  power  and  right  to  do  so  is  unquestionable.  The  right 
of  the  courts  to  call  out  the  whole  power  of  the  country  to 
enforce  their  judgments  is  as  old  as  the  common  law  ;  and 
the  richt  of  the  President  to  use  force  in  the  performance 
of  his  legal  duties  is  not  only  inherent  in  his  office,  but 
has  been  frequently  recognized  and  aided  by  Congress. 
One  striking  example  of  this  is  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March  3. 1807,  (2  Stat..  445,)  which  empowered  the  Presi- 
dent, without  the  intervention  of  any  court,  to  use  the 
marshal,  and,  if  he  be  insufficient,  to  use  the  army,  summa- 
rarily  to  expel  intruders  and  squatters  upon  the  public 
lauds.    And  that  power  has  been  frequently  exercised, 


without,  as  far  aa  I  know,  a  question  of  its  legality.  To 
call  as  is  sometimes  done,  the  judiciary  the  civil  power, 
and  the  President  the  military  power,  seems  to  me  at  onc« 
a  mistake  of  fact  and  an  abuse  of  language. 

While  the  judiciary  and  the  President,  as  departments 
of  the  General  Govercment,  are  co-ordinate,  equal  in  dig- 
nity and  power,  and  equally  trusted  by  the  law  in  their 
respective  spheres,  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  marked  diver- 
sity in  the  character  of  their  functions  and  their  modes  of 
action.  The  judiciary  is,  for  the  most  part,  passive.  It 
rarely,  if  ever,  takes  the  initiative;  it  seldom  or  never  be- 
gins an  operation.  Its  great  function  is  judt^ment,  and,  in 
the  exercise  of  that  function,  it  is  confined  almost  exclu- 
sively to  cases  not  selected  by  itself,  but  made  and  submit- 
ted by  others.  The  President,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  very 
nature  of  his  office,  is  active;  he  must  often  take  the  ini- 
tiative: he  must  begin  operations.  His  great  function  is 
execution,  for  he  is  required  by  the  Constitution  (andheia 
tlie  only  department  that  is  so  required)  to  "take  care  that 
the  laws  (all  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed  ;"'  and  in  the 
exercise  of  that  function  his  duties  are  co-extensive  with 
the  laws  of  the  land. 

Often  he  comes  to  the  aid  of  the  judiciary  in  the  execu- 
tion of  its  judgments ;  and  this  is  only  a  part,  and  a  small 
part,  of  his  constitutional  duty,  to  take  care  that  the  laws 
be  fitithfully  executed.  I  say  it  is  a  small  part.of  his  duty, 
because  for  every  instance  in  which  the  President  executes 
the  judgment  of  a  court  there  are  a  hundred  instances  in 
which  he  executes  the  law  without  the  intervention  of  the 
judiciary,  and  withotit  referring  at  all  to  its  functions. 

I  have  premised  this  much  in  order  to  show  the  separate 
and  independent  character  of  the  several  departments  of 
our  Goverriment,  and  to  indicate  the  inevitable  differences 
in  their  modes  of  action  and  the  characteristic  diversity  of 
tho  suljiects  upon  which  they  operate;  and  all  this  as  a 
foundation  for  the  answers  which  I  will  now  proceed  t(f 
give  to  thu  particular  questions  propounded  to  me. 

As  to  tiie  first  question,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that,  in 
a  time  like  the  present,  when  the  very  existence  of  the  na 
tion  is  assailed  by  a  great  and  dangerous  insurrection,  the 
President  has  the  lawful  discretionary  power  to  arrest 
and  hold  in  custody  persons  known  to  have  criminal  inter- 
course with  the  insurgents,  or  persons  against  whom  there 
is  probable  cause  for  suspicion  of  such  criminal  complicity. 
And  I  think  this  position  can  be  maintained,  in  view 
of  the  principles  already  laid  down,  by  a  very  plain  argu- 
ment. 

The  Constitution  requires  the  President,  before  he  enters 
upon  tho  execution  of  his  office,  to  take  an  oath  that  he 
"will  faithfully  execute  tho  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  delend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States." 

Tho  duties  of  the  office  comprehend  all*  the  executive 
power  of  the  nation,  which  is  exjiressly  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent by  tho  Constitution,  (article  2,  section  1,)  and  also  all 
the  powers  which  are  specially  delegated  to  the  President, 
and  yet  are  not,  in  their  nature,  executive  powers;  for 
example,  the  veto  power,  the  treaty-making  power,  the 
appointing  jiower,  the  p.ardoning  power.  These  belong  to 
that  class  which  in  England  are  called  prerogative  powers, 
inherent  in  the  Ci-own.  And  yet  the  framers  of  our 
Constitution  thought  proper  to  preserve  them  and  to  vest 
them  in  tho  President,  as  necessary  to  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  The  executive  powers  are  granted 
generally  and  without  specification;  the  powers  not  execu- 
tive are  granted  specially,  and  for  purposes  obvious  in  the 
context  of  the  Constitution.  And  all  these  are  embraced 
within  the  duties  of  the  President,  and  are  clearly  within 
that  clause  of  his  oath  which  requires  him  to  "faithfully 
execute  the  office  of  President." 

The  last  clause  of  the  oath  is  peculiar  to  the  President. 
All  the  other  officers  of  Government  are  required  to  swear 
only  "  to  support  this  Constitution ;"  while  the  President 
nmst  swear  to  "  preserve,  protect,  and  defend"  it,  which  im- 
plies the  power  to  perform  what  he  is  required  in  so  solemn 
a  manner  to  undertake.  And  then  follows  the  broad  and 
compendious  injunction  to  "  take  caro  that  the  laws  be  faith-  j 
fully  executed."  And  this  injunction,  embracing  as  it  does 
all  the  laws — Constitution,  treaties,  statutes — is  addressed  to 
the  President  alone,  and  not  to  any  other  department  or 
office  of  the  Government.  And  this  constitutes  him,  in  a 
peculiar  manner,  and  above  all  other  oJScers,  the  guardian 
of  the  Constitution — its  preserver,  protector,  and  defender. 

It  is  tho  plain  duty  of  the  President  (and  his  pecidiar 
duty,  above  and  beyond  all  other  departments  of  tlie  Gov- 
ernment) to  preserve  the  Constitution  aii'l  execute  the  laws 
all  over  the  nation ;  and  it  is  plainly  impossible  for  him  to 
perform  this  duty  without  putting  down  rebellion,  insurrec- 
tion, and  all  unlawful  combinations  to  resist  the  General 
Government.  The  duty  to  suppress  the  insurrection  being 
obvious  and  imperative,  the  two  acts  of  Congress,  of  1795 
and  1807,  come  to  his  aid,  and  furnish  tho  physical  force 
which  he  needs  to  suppress  tho  insurrection  and  execute  th« 
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laws.    Those  two  acta  authorize  the  President  to  employ  for 
that  purjiose  the  militia,  the  army,  and  the  navy. 

The  argument  may  be  briefly  stated  thus :  It  is  the  Pres- 
ident's bounden  duty  to  put  down  the  insurrection,  as,  in 
the  language  of  the  a«t  of  1795,  the  "  combinations  are  too 
powerful  to  be  suppreseed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial 
proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshals."  And 
this  duty  is  imposed  upon  the  President  for  the  very  reason 
that  the  courts  and  the  marshals  are  too  weak  to  perform 
it.  The  manner  in  which  he  shall  perform  that  duty  is  not 
prescribed  by  any  law,  but  the  means  of  performing  it  are 
given  in  the  plain  language  of  the  sUitutes,  and  they  are  all 
means  of  force— the  militia,  the  Army,  and  the  Navy.  The 
end,  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection,  is  required  of  him ; 
the  means  and  instruments  to  suppress  it  are  lawfully  in  his 
hands ;  but  the  manner  in  which  he  shall  use  thum  is  not 
prescribed,  and  could  not  be  prescribed,  without  a  fore- 
knowledge of  all  tlie  future  changes  and  contingencies  of 
the  insun-ection.  lie  is  therefore  necessarily  thrown  upon 
his  discretion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  will  use  his 
means  to  meet  the  varying  exigencies  as  they  arise.  If  the 
insurgents  assuil  the  nation  with  an  army  he  miy  find  it 
best  to  meet  them  with  an  army,  and  suppress  the  insurrec- 
tion on  the  field  of  battle.  If  they  seek  to  prolong  the  re- 
bellion and  gather  strength  by  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  he  may  choose  to  guard  the  coast  and  close  the 
ports  with  a  navy,  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  to  sup- 
press the  insurrection.  And  if  they  employ  spies  and  emis- 
saries to  gather  information,  to  forward  secret  supplies,  and 
to  excite  new  insurrections  in  aid  of  the  original  rebellion, 
he  may  find  it  both  prudent  and  humane  to  arrest  and  im- 
prison" them.  And  this  may  be  done  either  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  them  to  trial  and  condign  punishment  for  their 
crimes,  or  they  may  be  held  in  custody  for  the  milder  end 
of  rendering  them  powerless  for  mischief  until  the  exigency 
is  past. 

In  such  a  state  of  things  the  President  must,  of  necessity, 
be  the  sole  judge,  both  of  the  exigency  which  requires  him 
to  act,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  most  prudent  for 
him  to  employ  the  powers  entrusted  to  him,  to  enable  Iiim 
to  discharge  his  constitutional  and  legal  duty ;  that  is,  to 
euppress  the  insurrection  and  execute  the  laws.  And  this 
discretionary  power  of  the  President  is  fully  admitted  by 
the  Supremo  Court  in  the  case  of  Martin  vs.  Mott.  (12 
"Wheaton's  Reports,  page  19 ;  7  Curtis,  10.) 

This  is  a  great  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Jlagis- 
trate;  and  because  it  is  great,  and  is  capable  of  being  per- 
verted to  evil  ends,  its  existence  has  been  doubted  or  de- 
nied. It  is  said  to  be  dangerous  in  the  hands  of  an  ambi- 
tious and  wicked  President,  because  he  may  use  it  for  the 
purposes  of  oppression  and  tyranny.  Yes,  certainly  it  is 
dangerous;  all  power  is  dangerous,  and  for  the  all-pervad- 
ing reason  that,  all  power  is  liable  to  abuse;  all  the  re- 
cipients of  human  jjower  are  men,  not  absolutely  virtuous 
and  wise.  Still  it  is  a  power  necessary  to  the  piece  and 
safety  of  the  country,  and  undeniably  belongs  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  therefore  must  be  exercised  by  some  depart- 
ment or  ofiicer  thereof. 

Why  should  this  power  be  denied  to  the  President,  on 
the  ground  of  its  liability  to  abuse,  and  not  denied  to  the 
other  departments  on  the  same  ground  ?  Are  they  more 
exempt  than  ho  is  from  the  frailties  and  vices  of  humanity? 
Or  are  they  more-trusted  by  the  law  than  he  is  trusted,  in 
their  several  spheres  of  action  ?  If  it  be  said  that  a  Presi- 
dent may  be  ambitious  and  unscrupulous,  it  may  be  said 
*-ith  equal  truth  that  a  legislature  may  be  factious  and 
unprincipled,  and  a  court  may  be  venal  and  corrupt.  But 
these  are  crimes  never  to  be  presumed,  even  against  a 
private  man,  and  much  less  against  any  high  and  highly 
trusted  public  functionary.  They  are  crimes,  however, 
recognized  as  such,  and  made  punishable  by  the  Constitu- 
tion;  and  whoever  is  guilty  of  them,  whether  a  president, 
a  senator,  or  a  judge,  is  liable  to  impeachment  and  condem- 
nation. 

As  to  the  second  question :  Having  assumed,  in  answering 
the  first  question,  that  the  President  has  the  legal  discre- 
tionary power  to  arrest  and  imprison  persons  who  are  guilty 
o.'  holding  criminal  intercomso  with  men  engaged  in  a  great 
and  dangerous  insurrection,  or  persona  suspected  with 
"  probable  cause"  of  such  criminal  complicity,  it  might  seem 
unnecessary  to  go  into  any  prolonged  argument  to  prove 
that  in  such  a  case  the  President  is  fully  justified  in  refusing 
to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  issued  by  a  coiu-t  or  judge, 
commanding  him  to  produce  the  body  of  liis  prisoner,  and 
state  when  "he  took  him,  and  by  what  atithority,  and  for 
what  cause  he  detains  him  in  custody,  and  then  jield  him- 
self to  judgment,  "  to  do,  submit  to,  and  receive  whatsoever 
the  iudge  or  court,  awarding  the  writ,  shall  consider  in  that 
behalf.'' 

If  it  is  true,  as  I  have  assumed,  that  the  President  and  the 
Judiciary  are  co-orcUnato  departments  of  Uovernment,  and 
the  one  iiot  subject  to  the  other,  I  do  not  understand  how 
it  can  be  leg.ally  possible  for  a  judge  to  issue  a  command  to 
the  President  to  come  before  him  adsuJiJiciendum,  that  is  to 


submit  implicitly  to  his  judgment,  and,  in  case  of  disobe- 
dience, treat  him  as  a  criminal,  in  contempt  of  a  superior 
authoi'ity,  and  punish  him  as  for  a  misdemeanor,  by  fine  and 
imprisonment.  It  is  no  answer  to  say,  as  hiis  sometimes  been 
said,  that  although  the  writof/iafeeascorjjMs  cannot  be  issued 
and  enforced  against  the  President  himself,  yet  that  it  can  bo 
against  any  of  hissubordinates;  for  that  abandons  the  princi- 
ple assimied,  of  giving  relief  in  "  all  cases"  of  imprisonment, 
by  color  of  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  attempts  to 
take  an  untenable  distinction  between  the  person  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  his  office  and  legal  power.  The  law  takes  no  such 
distinction,  for  it  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  The  President, 
in  the  anest  and  imprisonment  of  men,  must,  almost  alwaysi, 
act  by  subordinate  agents ;  and  yet  the  thing  done  is  no  less 
his  act  than  if  done  by  liis  own  "hand.  But  it  is  possible  for 
the  President  to  bo  in  the  actual  custody  of  a  prisoner,  taken 
in  civil  war,  or  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  a  secret  agent 
and  abettor  of  rebellion,  and  in  that  case  the  writ  must  be 
unavailing,  unless  it  run  against  the  President  himself.  Be- 
sides the  whole  subject-matter  is  political,  and  not  judicial. 
The  insurrection  itself  is  purely  political.  Its  object  is  to 
destroy  the  political  government  of  this  nation,  and  to  es- 
tablish smother  ijolitieal  government  upon  its  ruins.  And 
tlie  President,  iis  the  chief  civil  magistrate  of  the  nation, 
and  tlie  most  active  department  of  the  Government,  is  emi- 
nently and  exclusively  political  in  all  its  principal  functions. 
As  the  pohtical  chief  of  the  nation,,  the  Constitution  charges 
him  with  its  preservation,  protection,  and  defense,  and  re 
quires  him  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed 
And  in  that  character,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  acts  of  Congres 
of  1795  and  1S07,  he  wages  open  war  against  armed  rebel- 
lion, and  arrests  and  holds  in  safe  custody  those  whom,  in 
the  exercise  of  liis  pohtical  discretion,  he  believes  to  be 
friends  of  and  accomplices  in  the  armed  insurrection,  which 
it  is  his  especial  political  duty  to  suppress.  He  has  no  judi- 
cial powers.  And  the  Judiciary  Department  has  no  politi- 
cal powers,  and  claims  none,  and  therefore  (as  well  as  for 
other  rea-sons  already  assigned)  no  court  or  judge  can  take 
cognizance  of  the  political  acts  of  the  President,  or  umler- 
take  to  revise  and  reverse  his  political  decisions. 

The  jurisdiction  exercised  under  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus is,  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal,  (4  Cr.  75,)  for,  as  far  as 
concerns  the  right  of  the  prisoner,  the  whole  object  of  the 
process  is  to  re.examine  and  reverse  or  affirm  the  acts  if 
the  person  who  imprisoned  him.  And  I  thi'ik  it  will  hardly 
be  seriously  affiruied  that  a  judge,  at  chambers,  can  enter- 
tain an  appeal,  in  any  form,  from  a  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  especially  in  a  case  purely 
political. 

There  is  but  one  sentence  in  the  Constitution  which  men- 
tions the  writ  of  habeas  corpus — ?irt.  1.  sec.  9,  clause  '.i — 
wiiich  is  in  these  words  : 

"  The  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
suspended  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
the  public  safety  may  require  it." 

Very  learned  persona  have  differed  widely  about  the 
meaning  of  this  short  sentence,  and  I  am  by  no  means  con- 
fident that  I  fully  understand  it  myself.  'The  sententious 
language  of  the  Constitution,  in  this  particular,  must,  I 
suppose,  be  interpreted  with  reference  to  the  origin  of  our 
people,  their  historical  relationsto  the  mother  country,  and 
their  inchoate  political  condition  at  the  moment  when  our 
Constitution  was  formed.  At  that  time  the  United  States, 
as  a  nation,  had  no  common  law  of  its  own,  and  no  statu- 
tory provision  for  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Still  the  peo- 
ple, English  by  descent,  even  while  in  open  rebellion 
against  the  English  Crown,  claimed  a  sort  of  historical 
right  to  the  forms  of  Euglish  law  and  the  guarantees  of 
English  freedom.  They  knew  that  the  English  Government 
had,  more  than  once,  assumed  the  power  to  imprison  whom 
it  would, andhold  them,  for  an  indefinite  time,  beyond  the 
reach  of  judicial  examination;  and  they  desired,  no  doubt, 
to  interpose  a  guard  against  the  like  abuses  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  hence  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  now  under 
consideration.  But  wo  must  try  to  construe  the  words, 
vague  and  indeterminate  as  they  are,  as  we  find  them. 
"  The  jirivilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  l>e 
suspended,"  &c.  Does  that  mean  that  the  writ  itself  shall 
not  be  issued,  or  that,  being  issued,  tbe  party  shall  derive 
no  benefit  from  it?  Suspended — does  that  mean  delayed, 
hung  up  for  a  time,  or  altogether  denied  ?  The  writ  of 
habeas  corpus — which  writ?  In  England  there  were  many 
writs  called  by  that  name,  and  used  liy  the  courts  for  the 
more  convenient  exercise  of  their  various  powers  ;  and  our 
own  courts  now,  by  acts  of  Congres.s — tha  Judiciary  act  of 
1789,  sec.  14,  and  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  sec.  7— have,  I 
believe,  equivalent  powers. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  I  doubt 
not  correctly — see  BoUman  Swartwout's  case  (4  Cr.,  93>— 
that  "  for  the  meaning  of  the  term  habeas  corpus  resort 
must  be  had  to  the  common  law,  but  the  power  to  award 
the  writ  by  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  must  be 
given  by  written  law."  And  the  same  high  Court,  judging, 
no  doubt,  by  the  history  of  our  people  and  the  circumstances 
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of  the  times,  has  also  decided  that  the  writ  of  haheas  corpus 
mentioned  in  the  Constitution  is  the  great  wiit  ad  subjici- 
endum. 

That  writ,  in  its  nature,  action,  and  objects,  is  tersely  and 
accurately  described  by  Sir  'William  Blackstone.  I  adopt 
his  language,  as  found  in  his  Commentaries,  Cook  3,  p.  131 : 

"But  the  great  and  efficacious  writ,  in  all  manner  of  ille- 
gal confinement,  is  that  of  iiabeas  corpus  ad  subjiciendum, 
directed  to  the  person  detaining  another  and  commanding 
him  to  produce  the  body  of  the  prisoner,  with  the  day  and 
cause  of  his  caption  and  detention,  ad  J'acie7idum,  subjicien- 
dum et  recipiendum,  to  do,  submit  to,  and  receive  whatsoever 
the  judge  or  court  awsirding  such  writ  shall  consider  in  that 
behalf.  This  is  a  high  prerogative  writ,  and  therefore  by 
the  common  law,  issuing  out  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
not  only  in  term  time,  but  also  dui-ing  tlie  vacation  by  a  fiat 
from  the  Chief  Justice  or  any  other  of  the  judges,  and  run- 
ning into  all  parts  of  tho  King's  dominions ;  for  the  King  is 
at  all  times  entitled  to  have  an  account  why  the  liberty  of 
any  of  his  subjects,  is  restrained,  wherever  that  restraint 
may  be  inflicted." 

Such  is  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  of  which  the  Constitu- 
tion declares  that  the  privilege  thereof  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended except  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  it.  But  the  Constitution  is  silent 
as  to  who  may  suspend  it  when  the  contingency  happens. 
I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court 
that  "  if,  at  any  time,  the  public  safety  should  reiiuiro  tho 
suspension  of  the  powers  vested  by  this  act  (meaning  the 
judiciary  act  of  1789,  Bectiou  14;  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  for  the  Legislature  to  say  so.  That  question 
depends  upon  political  considerations,  on  which  tho  Legis- 
lature is  to  decide."  Upon  this  I  remark  only  that  the 
Constitution  is  older  than  the  judiciary  act,  and  yet  it 
speaks  of  the  privilege  of  tho  writ  of  habeas  corpus  as  a 
thing  in  existence;  it  is  in  general  terms,  and  does  not 
speak  with  particular  reference  to  powers  which  might  or 
might  not  bo  granted  by  a  future  act  of  Congress.  Besides, 
I  take  it  for  certain  that,  in  the  common  course  of  legisla- 
tion. Congress  has  power,  at  any  time,  to  repeal  the  judi- 
ciary act  of  1789  and  the  act  of  ISC.j  (which  grants  to  tho 
courts  and  to  the  judges  the  ijower  to  issue  the  WTits)  with- 
out waiting  for  a  rebellion  or  invasion,  and  a  consequent 
public  necessity,  to  justify,  under  the  Constitution,  the  sus- 
pension of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

The  com't  does  not  speak  of  suspenchng  the  privilege  of 
the  writ,  but  of  suspending  the  powers  vested  in  tho  court 
by  the  act.  The  power  to  issue  a  ■writ  can  hardly  be  called 
a  privilege ;  yet  tho  right  of  an  individual  to  invoke  tho 
protection  of  liis  Government  iu  that  form  may  well  be  de- 
signated by  that  name.  And  I  should  infer,  with  a  good 
deal  of  confidence,  that  the  Court  meant  to  speak  only  of 
its  own  powers,  and  not  of  the  pri^^lege  of  individuals,  but 
fjr  the  fact  that  tho  court  ascribe  the  power  to  suspend  to 
the  Legislature  upon  political  grounds.  It  says  "  that  ques- 
tion depends  upon  political  considerations,  on  which  tho 
Legislature  is  to  decide."  Now,  I  had  supposed  that  ques- 
tion cUd  not  belong  exclusively  to  the  Legislature,  because 
they  depend  upon  political  considerations,  inasmuch  as  tho 
President,  in  his  constitutional  and  official  dtities,  is  quite  as 
political  as  is  the  Congress,  and  has  daily  occasion  iu  the 
common  routine  of  affairs  to  determine  questions  upon  polit- 
ical considerations  alone. 

If  by  the  phrase  tho  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  wo  must  understand  a  repeal  of  all 
power  to  issue  the  writ,  then  I  freely  admit  that  none  but 
Congress  can  do  it.  But  if  we  are  at  liberty  to  understand 
the  phrase  to  mean,  that  in  case  of  a  great  and  dangerous 
rebellion  hke  the  present,  tho  public  safety  requires  the 
arrest  and  confinement  of  persons  imphcated  in  that  rebel- 
lion, I  as  freely  declare  the  opinion  that  the  President 
has  lawful  power  to  suspend  the  pri\ilege  of  persons  arrested 
under  such  circimistances ;  for  he  is  especially  charged  by 
the  Constitution  with  the  "  public  safety,"  and  he  is  the  sole 
judge  of  the  emergency  which  requires  his  prompt  action. 

Tills  power  in  the  President  is  no  part  of  his  ordinary  duty 
In  time  of  peace ;  it  is  temporary  and  exceptional,  and  was 
intended  only  to  meet  a  pressing  emergency,  wlien  the  judi- 
ci;iry  is  found  to  be  too  weak  to  insure  tho  public  safety — 
when  (in  the  language  of  the  act  of  Congress)  there  arc 
"  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  orihnary 
course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the 
marshals."  Then  and  notlill  then,  has  he  tho  lawful  au- 
thority to  call  to  his  aid  the  milit;iry  power  of  tho  nation, 
and  with  that  power  perform  his  great  legal  and  constitu- 
tional duty  to  suppress  the  insmrection.  And  shall  it  be 
said  that  when  he  has  fought  and  captured  the  insurgent 
army,  and  has  seized  their  secret  spies  and  emissaries,  ho  is 
bound  to  bring  their  bodies  before  any' judge  who  may  send 
him  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  "  to  do,  submit  to,  and  receive 
whatsoever  the  said  judge  shall  consider  in  that  behalf?" 

I  deny  that  he  is  under  any  obligation  to  obey  such  a 
writ,  issued  under  such  circumstances.  And  in  making 
this  denial  I  do  but  follow  the  highest  judicial  authority  of 


the  nation.  In  the  case  of  Luther  vs.  Borden,  (commonly 
called  the  Rhode  Island  case,)  reported  in  7  Howard,  page  1, 
tho  Supreme  Court  discussed  several  of  the  most  impor- 
tant topics  treated  of  in  this  opinion,  and  among  them  the 
power  of  the  President  alone  to  decide  whether  the  exigency 
exists  authorizing  him  to  call  out  the  militia  under  the 
act  of  1795.  The  court  affirmed  tho  power  of  tho  Presi- 
dent in  that  respect,  aud  denied  the  power  of  the  court  to 
examine  and  adjudge  his  proceedings.  The  opinion  of  the 
court,  delivered  by  the  learned  Chief  Justice  Taney,  de- 
clares that  if  the  coiu-t  had  that  power,  "then  it  would 
become  the  duty  of  the  com't  (provided  that  it  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  President  had  decided  incorrectly)  to 
discharge  those  who  were  arrested  or  detained  by  the 
troops  iu  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Govern- 
ment which  the  President  was  endeavoring  to  maintain.  II 
(says  that  learned  court)  the  judicial  power  extends  so  far, 
the  guarantee  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  (meaning,  of  com-se,  protection  against  insurrection) 
is  a  guarantee  of  anarchy  and  not  of  order." 

Whatever  I  have  said  about  the  suspension  of  the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  has  been  said  in  defer- 
ence to  the  opinions  of  others,  and  not  because  I  mj-sell 
thought  it  necessary  to  treat  of  that  subject  at  all  in  refer- 
ence to  the  present  posture  of  our  national  affairs.  For, 
not  doubting  the  power  of  tho  President  to  capture  and 
hold  by  force  insurgents  in  open  arms  against  the  Govertt- 
ment,  and  to  arrest  and  imprison  their  suspected  accom- 
I)lices,  I  never  thought  of  first  suspending  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  any  more  than  I  thought  of  first  suspemling 
the  writ  of  replevin  before  seizing  arms  and  munitiona 
destined  for  the  enemy. 

The  power  to  do  these  things  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Presi- 
dent, placed  there  by  tho  Constitution  and  the  statute  law 
as  a  sacred  trust,  to  be  used  by  him  in  his  best  discretion 
in  the  performance  of  his  great  first  duty — to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution.  And  for  any  breach 
of  that  trust  he  is  responsible  before  the  high  court  of  inv- 
peachment,  and  before  no  other  human  tribunal. 

The  powers  of  the  President  falling  within  this  general 
cbiss  have  been  several  times  considered  by  the  judiciary, 
and  have,  I  believe,  been  uniformly  sustained,  without  ma- 
terially varying  from  the  doctrines  l!4id  down  in  this  opin- 
ion. I  content  myself  with  a  simple  reference  to  the  cases, 
without  encumbering  this  document,  already  too  long,  with 
copious  extracts.  (The  Ehode  Island  case,  7  Howard, 
page  1 ;  Fleming  vs.  Page,  9  Howard,  jjage  615  ;  Cross  vs, 
Harrison,  16  Howard,  page  189;  the  Santissima  Trinidad, 
7  Wheaton,  page  305;  Martin  vs.  Mott,  12  Wheaton,  page 
^9.) 

To  my  mind  it  is  not  very  important  whether  we  call  a 
particular  power  exercised  by  the  President  a  peace  power 
or  a  war  power,  for  undoubtedly  he  is  armed  with  both, 
lie  is  the  chief  civil  magistrate  of  the  nation,  and,  being 
such,  and  because  he  is  si.ch,  he  is  the  constitutional  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army  and  navy;  and  thus,  within 
the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  he  rules  in  peace  and  com- 
mands in  war,  and  at  this  moment  he  is  in  the  full  exercise 
of  all  the  functions  belonging  to  both  these  characters.  The 
civil  administration  is  still  going  on  in  its  peaceful  course, 
and  yet  we  are  in  the  midst  of  war — a  war  iu  which  the 
enemy  is,  fur  the  present,  dominant  in  many  States,  and 
has  his  secret  allies  and  accomplices  scattered  through 
many  other  States  which  are  stdl  loyal  and  true;  a  war  all 
the  more  dangerous,  and  more  needing  jealous  vigilance 
and  prompt  action,  because  it  is  an  internecine  and  not  an 
international  war. 

This,  sir,  is  my  opinion,  the  result  of  my  best  reflections 
upon  the  questions  propounded  by  you.  Such  as  it  is,  it  is 
submitted  with  all  possible  resppct.  by  your  obedient  ser- 
vai)t,  EDWARD  BATES,  Attorney  General. 

To  the  Peesldent. 

VIEW   OP    HORACE    BINNET. 

From  his  pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Privilege 
of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  under  the  Con- 
stitution," pages  51,  52: 

In  this  matter  of  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  Writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
stands  in  the  place  of  the  English  act  of  Parliament.  It 
ordains  the  suspension  in  the  conditioned  cases,  by  the  act 
of  the  competent  department — as  Parliament  does  from  time 
to  time.  Neither  is  mandatory  in  suspending,  but  only 
authoritative.  Each  leaves  discretion  to  the  executive 
power.  The  difference  is,  that  Parliament  limits  a  time 
and  provides  for  the  effect  by  technical  terms.  The  Con- 
siitution  connects  the  suspension  with  the  time  of  rebellion, 
and  provides  for  the  effect,  as  it  did  for  the  privilege,  by 
wor(ls  that  comprehend  the  right,  and  deny  for  a  season  the 
enjoyment  of  it. 

It  ia  further  objected,  that  this  is  a  most  dangerous 
power.   It  is,  fortunately,  confined  to  most  dangerous  times. 
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In  such  times  the  people  generally  are  -willing,  and  are 
ofren  compelled,  to  "give  up  for  a  season,  a  portion  of  their 
freedom  to  preserve  the  rest ;  and  fortunately  again,  it  is 
tliat  portion  of  the  people,  for  the  most  part,  who  like  to 
live  on  the  margin  of  disobechence  to  the  laws,  whose  free- 
dom is  most  in  danger.  The  rest  are  rarely  in  want  of  a 
liaJbtas  corpus. 

VIEW    OF    PROFESSOR     THEOPHILUS    PAKSONS. 

The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  June  5,  1861, 
contained  a  summary  of  the  lecture  on  the 
question  raised  respecting  the  right  and  power 
of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  to 
suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  certain 
emergencies,  of  which  this  is  a  part : 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  art.  1,  sec.  9,  n.  2» 
provides  that  "  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
Bhall  not  be  suspended  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it."  And  many  of 
the  State  constitutions  have  similar  provisions.  A  fair  in- 
ference from  this  is  that  the  right  to  habeas  corpus  may  be 
suspended,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  martial  law  may  be 
declared  and  exercised  "  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
when  the  public  safety  may  require  it." 

The  first  and  most  important  question  is,  who  may  de- 
cide when  the  exigency  occiurs,  and  who  may,  if  it  occurs, 
declare  martial  law.  On  this  point  I  have  myself  no  doubt. 
The  clause  on  this  subject  is  contained  in  the  first  article 
of  the  Constitution,  and  this  article  relates  principally  to 
Congress.  Nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  Congi-ess  may, 
when  the  necessity  occm-s,  suspend  the  right  to  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  declare  or  au- 
thorize martial  law.  The  question  is,  has  the  President  this 
power?  The  Constitution  does  not  expressly  give  this 
power  to  any  department  of  Government,  nor  does  it  ex- 
pressly reserve  it  to  Congress,  although,  in  the  same  article, 
it  does  make  this  express  reservation  as  to  some  of  the 
provisions  contained  In  the  article.  This  may  be  a  mere 
accidental  omission,  but  it  seems  to  mo  more  reasonable 
and  moi-e  consonant  with  the  principles  of  legal  interpre- 
tation to  infer  from  it  an  absence  of  intention  to  confine  it 
to  Congress.  And  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the 
nature  of  the  case. 

The  very  instances  specified  as  those  in  which  the  right 
to  habeas  corpus  may  be  suspended  (invasion  and  rebellion) 
are  precisely  those  in  which  the  reasons  for  doing  so  may 
come  suddenly,  the  necessity  of  determination  be  immedi- 
ate, and  a  certainty  exist  that  the  suspension  will  bo  use- 
less, and  the  whole  mischief  which  the  suspension  might 
prevent  take  place  if  there  be  any  delay.  To  guard  against 
the  suspension  by  limiting  the  cases,  as  is  done,  seems  to 
me  wise ;  to  obstruct  it  by  requiring  the  delay  necessarily 
arising  from  legislative  action  would  seem  to  be  uni'eason- 
able.  It  is  true  that  my  construction  gives  to  the  Pres- 
ident, in  the  two  cases  of  rebellion  and  invasion,  a  vast 
power ;  but  so  is  all  military  power.  It  is  a  vast  power  to 
send  into  a  rebellious  district  15,000  soldiers,  as  AVashing- 
ton  did,  whoso  duty  it  would  be  to  meet  the  rebels,  and,  if 
necessary,  kill  as  many  as  they  could.  But  it  was  a  power 
which  belonged  to  him,  of  necessity,  as  President ;  and  so, 
I  think,  did  the  power  of  martial  law.  If  it  did  not,  then, 
when  his  troops  had  captured  the  armed  rebels  whom  they 
were  sent  to  subdue,  the  nearest  magistrate  who  could  issue 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  might  have  summoned  the  oflicer 
ha\'ing  them  in  charge  to  bring  them  before  huu,  and  might 
Lave  liberated  them  at  once  to  fight  again, and  thisas  often 
a.s  they  were  captured,  until  a  law  could  be  passed  by  Con- 
gress. 

If  the  power  belongs  to  the  President,  he  may  exercise  it 
at  his  discretion,  when  either  invasion  or  rebellion  occurs, 
euliject,  however,  to  two  qualifications.  One,  a  universal 
one,  applicable  to  lus  exercise  of  every  power.  If  he  abuses 
it,  or  exercises  it  wi-ongfully,  he  is  liable  to  impeachment. 
The  other  is  more  a  matter  of  discretion  or  propriety.  I 
suppose  that  he  would  of  course  report  his  doings  in  such  a 
matter  to  Congress  when  he  could,  and  be  governed  by 
their  action. 

My  conclusion  is,  therefore,  that  in  case  of  invasion  from 
abroad  or  rebellion  at  home,  the  President  may  declare,  or 
exercise  or  authorize,  martial  law  at  his  discretion. 

ARKEST    OF    CLEMENT    L     VALLANDIGHAM. 

Major  General  Burnside,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Ohio,  issued  on  the  13th  of 
April,  1863,  General  Order  No.  38,  announcing 
that  hereafter  "  all  persons  found  within  our 
lines  who  commit  acts  for  the  benefit  of  the 
enemies  of  our  country  will  be  tried  as  spies 
or  traitors,  and,  if  convicted,  will  suffer  death.'' 


It  was  added  :  "  The  habit  of  declaring  sympa- 
thies for  the  enemy  will  not  be  allowed  in  thia 
department.  Persons  committing  such  offences 
will  be  at  once  arrested,  with  a  view  to  being 
tried,  as  above  stated,  or  sent  beyond  our  lines 
into  the  lines  of  their  friends.  It  must  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  treason,  expressed  C7 
implied,  will  not  be  tolerated  in  this  depart- 
ment." 

1863,  May  4 — Mr.  Vali,andigham  was  ar- 
rested for  violation  of  this  order — charged  with 
"  publicly  expressing  sympathy  for  those  in  arma 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  declaring  disloyal  sentiments  and  opinions, 
with  the  object  and  purpose  of  weakening  the 
power  of  the  Government  in  its  efforts  to  sup- 
press an  unlawful  rebellion."  The  specifica- 
tion alluded  to  his  speech  on  or  about  May  1, 
1863,  at  Mount  Vsrnon,  0. 

May  16 — The  evidence  having  been  heard, 
the  Court — Brigadier  General  R.  B.  Potter  pre- 
siding— found  him  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  not 
guilty  as  to  part,  and  guilty  as  to  part,  of  the 
specification. 

He  was  sentenced  to  be  placed  in  close  con- 
finement in  some  fortress  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  designated  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
this  Department,  there  to  be  kept  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war.  General  Burnside 
designated  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor. 

May  19 — The  President  directed  *  that  Mr. 
Vallaudigham  be  taken,  under  secure  guard,  to 
the  headquarters  of  General  Rosecrans,  to  be 
put  by  him  beyond  our  military  lines  ;  and  that, 
in  case  of  his  return  within  our  lines,  he  be 
arrt  sted  and  kept  in  close  custody  for  the  term 
specified  in  his  sentence. 

This  order  was  executed,  but  Mr.  Vallan- 
digham  very  soon  ran  the  blockade  at  Wilming- 
toD;  N.  C,  and  went  to  Canada,  remaining  at 
Windsor. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1863,  Mr.  Vallandigham 
applied  through  counsel  to  Judge  Leavitt,  of 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  at 
Cincinnati,  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  which 
Gen.  Burnside  responded  with  a  letter  detail- 
ing the  case  and  justifying  his  action.  The 
application  was  argued  at  length,  and  was  re- 
fused by  the  judge,  who  said  that  the  legality 
of  the  arrest  depends  upon  the  extent  of  the 
necessity  for  making  it,  and  that  was  to  be 
determined  by  the  military  commander.  He 
added  : 

Men  should  know  and  lay  the  truth  to  heart,  that  there 
is  a  course  of  conduct  not  involving  overt  treason,  and  not 
therefore  subject  to  punishment  as  such,  which,  neverthe- 
less, impUes  moral  guilt,  and  a  gross  offence  against  the 
country.  Those  who  live  under  the  protection  and  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  our  benignant  Government,  must  learn  that 
they  cannot  stab  its  vitals  with  impunity.    If  they  cherish 


*  This  is  a  copy  of  the  order : 

United  States  Mn,iTART  Telegraph, 
[Cipher.]  May  19,  1S6.3. 

[By  telegraph  from  Washington,  9A0p.  m.,  1863.] 
To  JIaj.  Gen.  Burnside, 

ComnuDiding  Department  of  Ohio: 
Sir  :  The  President  directs  that,  without  delay,  you  send 
C.  L.  Vallandigham,  under  secure  gu;ird,  to  the  headqual^ 
ters  of  General  Rosecrans,  to  be  put  by  him  bej'ond  our 
mihtary  hnes,  and  in  case  of  his  return  "within  our  lines  he 
be  arrested  and  kept  in  close  custody  for  the  term  specified 
in  his  sentence. 
By  order  of  the  President : 

E.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier  General  and  A.  A.  O, 
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hatred  and  hostility  to  it,  and  desire  its  sulsversion,  let  them 
vrithdraw  from  its  juiisdiction,  and  seek  the  fellowship  and 
protection  of  those  with  whom  they  are  in  sympathy.  If 
they  remain  ^vith  us,  while  they  are  not  of  us,  they  must  be 
subject  to  such  a  coui-se  of  der.ling  as  the  gi-eat  law  of  self- 
preservation  prescribes  and  will  enforce.  And  lot  them  not 
complain  if  the  stringent  doctrine  of  military  necessity 
ehould  find  them  to  be  the  legitimate  subjects  of  its  action. 
I  have  no  fear  that  the  recognition  of  this  doctrine  will  lead 
to  an  arbitrary  invasion  of  the  personal  security  or  personal 
liberty  of  the  citizen.  It  is  rare  indeed  that  a  charge  of  dis- 
loyalty \vi\\  be  made  on  insufficient  grounds.  But  if  there 
ehould  be  an  occasional  mistake,  such  an  occurrence  is  not 
to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  preservationof  the  nation; 
and  I  confess  I  am  but  little  moved  by  the  eloquent  appeals 
of  those  who,  while  they  indignantly  denounce  violation  of 
personal  hberty,  look  with  no  horror  upon  a  despotism  as 
unmitigated  as  the  world  has  ever  witnessed. 

CORRESPONDENCE     BETWEEN     NEW     YORK     DEMO- 
CRATS   AND    PRESIDENT    LINCOLN. 

Letter  of  the  Committee  and  Resolutions. 
Albany,  May  19,  1863, 
Uo  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  U.^jited  States  : 

The  undersigned,  officers  of  a  public  meeting 
held  at  the  city  of  Albany  on  the  16th  day  of 
May  instant,  herewith  transmit  to  your*Excel- 
lency  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the 
said  meeting,  and  respectfully  request  your 
earnest  consideration  of  them.  They  deem  it 
proper  on  their  personal  responsibility  to  state 
that  the  meeting  was  one  of  the  most  respecta- 
ble as  to  numbers  and  character,  and  one  of  the 
most  earnest  in  the  support  of  the  Union,  ever 
held  in  this  city. 

Yours,  with  great  regard, 

ERASTUS  corning,  President. 

ELI  PERRY.  Vice  President. 

PETER  GANSEVOORT,  Vice  President. 

PETER  MONTEITH,   Vice  President. 

SABIUEL  W.  GIBBS,  Vice  President. 

JOHN  NIBLACK,  Vice  President. 

H.  W.  McCLELLAN,   Vice  President. 

LEMUEL  W.  EODGERS,  Vice  President. 

WILLIAM  8EYM0UR,  Vice  President. 

JERHSBAII  OSBORN,  Vice  President. 

WM.  3.  PADOCK,   Vice  President. 

3.  B.  SANDERS,   Vice  President. 

EDWARD  MULCAHY,  Vice  President. 

D.  V.  N.  RADCLIFFE,  Vice  President. 

WILLIAM  A.  RICE,  Secretary. 

EDWARD  NEWCOMB,  Secretary. 

R.  W.  PECIiHAM,  Jk.,  Secretary. 

M.  A.  NOLAN,  Secretary. 

JOHN  R.  NESSEL,  Secretary. 

C.  W.  WEEKS,  Secretary. 

Resolutirms  adopted  at  the  Meeting  held  in  Albany,  K.  Y., 
mi  the  leth  day  of  May,  186.3. 

Resolved,  That  the  Democrats  of  New  York  point  to  their 
nniform  course  of  action  during  the  two  years  of  civil  war 
through  which  we  have  pas.-ed,  to  the  alacrity  which  they 
have  evinced  in  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army,  to  their  con- 
tribution.? and  eacrifices;  as  the  evidence  of  their  patriot- 
ism and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  our  imperilled  country. 
Never  in  the  history  ot  civil  wars  has  a  government  been 
sustained  with  such  ample  resources  of  means  and  men  as 
the  people  have  voluntarily  placed  in  the  hands  of  this 
Administration. 

Resolved,  That,  as  Democrats,  we  arc  determined  to 
maintain  this  patriotic  attitude,  and  despite  t^f  adverse  and 
disheartening  circimistances,  to  devote  all  our  energies  to 
sustain  the  cause  of  the  Union  ;  to  secure  peace  through 
■victory,  and  to  bring  back  the  restoration  of  all  the  States 
under  the  safeguard  of  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  while  wo  will  not  consent  to  be  misappre- 
hended upon  these  points,  we  are  determined  not  to  be 
misunderstood  in  regard  to  others  not  less  essential.  Wo 
demand  that  the  Admiiiistration  shall  be  true  to  the  Con- 
stitution ;  shall  recognize  and  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
States  and  the  liberties  of  the  citizen;  shall  everywhere, 
outside  of  the  lines  of  necessary  military  occupation  and 
the  scenes  of  insurrec'ion,  exert  all  its  powers  to  maintain 
the  supremacy  of  the  civil  over  military  law. 

Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  these  principles,  we  denounce 
the  recent  assumjjtion  of  a  military  commander  to  seize 
and  try  a  citizen  of  Ohio,  Clement  L.  Vallandigham,  for  no 


other  reason  than  words  addressed  to  a  public  meeting,  in 
criticism  of  the  course  of  the  Administration  and  in  con- 
demnation of  the  military  orders  of  that  general. 

Resolved,  That  this  assumption  of  power  by  a  military 
tribunal,  if  successfully  asserted,  not  only  abrogates  the 
right  of  the  people  to  assemble  and  discuss  the  affairs  of 
government,  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury,  the  law  of  evidence,  and  the  privilege 
of  habeas  corpus,  but  it  strikes  a  fatal  blow  at  the  supre- 
macy of  law  and  the  authority  of  the  State  and  Federal 
Constitutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land — has  defined  the  crime  of 
treason  against  the  United  States  to  consist  "only  in  levy- 
ing war  against  them,  or  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort,"  and  has  provided  that  "  no  person 
shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testimony  of 
two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in 
open  court."  And  it  further  provides  that  "  no  person  shall 
be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  other^viso  infamous  crime, 
unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  ex- 
cept in  cases  arising  in  the  land  and  naval  forces,  or  in  the 
militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public 
danger;"  and  further,  that  "  in  all  criminal  prosecutions, 
the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  a  speedy  and  public 
trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein 
the  crime  was  committed." 

Resolved,  That  these  safeguards  of  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen against  the  pretensions  of  arbitrary  power  were  in- 
tended more  especially  for  his  protection  in  times  of  civil 
commotion.  They  were  secured  substantially  to  the  Eng- 
lish people,  after  years  of  protracted  civil  war,  and  were 
adopted  into  our  Constitution  at  the  close  of  the  revolu- 
tion. They  have  stood  the  test  of  seventy-six  years  of  trial, 
under  our  republican  system,  under  circumstances  which 
show  that,  while  they  constitute  the  foundation  of  all  free 
government,  they  are  the  elements  of  the  enduring  stabil- 
ity of  the  republic. 

Resolved,  That  in  adopting  the  language  of  Daniel  Webs- 
ter, we  declare,  "  it  is  the  ancient  and  undoubted  prerogar 
tive  of  this  people  to  canvass  public  measures  and  the 
merits  of  public  men."  It  is  a  "  homebred  right,"  a  fireside 
privilege.  It  had  been  enjoyed  in  every  house,  cottage, 
and  cabin  in  the  nation.  It  is  as  undoubted  as  the  right  of 
breatliing  the  au-  or  walking  on  the  earth.  Belonging  tc 
private  life  as  a  right,  it  belongs  to  public  life  as  a  duty, 
and  it  is  the  last  duty  which  those  whose  representatives 
we  are  shall  find  us  to  abandon.  Aiming  at  all  times  to  be 
courteous  and  temperate  in  its  use,  except  when  the  right 
itself  is  questioned,  wo  shall  place  oiu-selves  on  the  extreme 
boundary  of  oiu:  own  right  and  bid  defiance  to  any  arm 
that  would  move  us  from  our  ground.  "  This  high  consti-  ■ 
tutional  pri'^ilege  we  shall  defend  and  exercise  in  allplacea 
— in  time  of  peace,  in  time  of  war,  and  at  all  times.  Living, 
we  shall  assert  it ;  and  should  we  leave  no  other  inheritance 
to  om*  cliildren,  by  the  blessing  of  God  we  will  leave  them 
the  inheritance  of  free  principles,  and  the  example  of  a 
manly,  independent,  and  constitutional  defence  of  them." 
Resolved,  That  in  the  election  of  Governor  SejTnour,  the 
people  of  this  State,  by  an  emphatic  majority,  declared  their 
condemnation  of  the  system  of  arbitrary  arrests  and  their 
determination  to  stand  by  the  Constitution.  That  the  re- 
vival of  this  lawless  system  can  have  but  one  result:  to  di- 
vide and  distract  the  North,  and  destroy  its  confidence  in 
the  pm-poses  of  the  Administration.  That  wo  deprecate  it 
as  an  element  of  confusion  at  home,  of  weakness  to  our 
armies  in  the  field,  and  as  calculated  to  lower  the  estimate 
of  American  character  and  magnify  the  apparent  peril  of 
our  cause  abroad.  And  that,  regarding  the  blow  struck  at 
a  citizen  of  Ohio  as  aimed  at  the  ri,:,'hts  of  every  citizen  of 
the  North,  we  denounce  it  as  against  the  spirit  of  our  laws 
and  Constitution,  and  most  earnestly  call  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  reverse  the  action  of  the  mili- 
tary tribunal  which  has  passed  a  "cruel  and  unusual  pun- 
ishment" upon  the  party  arrested,  prohibited  in  terms  by 
the  Constitution,  and  to  restore  him  to  the  liberty  of  which 
he  has  bceen  deprived. 

Resolved,  That  the  president,  vice-presidents,  and  secre- 
tary of  this  meeting  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  assurance  of  this  meeting  of  their  hearty 
and  earnest  desire  to  support  the  Government  in  every  con- 
stitutional and  lawful  measure  to  suppress  the  existing 
rebellion. 

PRESIDENT  Lincoln's  reply. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  June  12,  1863. 
Hon.  Erastus  Corning,  and  others  : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  May  19,  inclos- 
ing the  resolutions  of  a  public  meeting  held  at 
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Albany,  New  York,  on  the   16th  of  the  same 
month,  was  received  several  days  ago. 

The  resolutions  as  I  understand  them  are  re- 
solvable into  two  propositions — first,  the  ex- 
pression of  a  purpose  to  sustain  the  cause  of 
the  Union,  to  secure  peace  through  victory, 
and  to  support  the  Administration  in  every  con- 
stitutional and  lawful  measure  to  suppress  the 
rebellion ;  and  secondly,  a  declaration  of  cen- 
sure upon  the  Administration  for  supposed  un- 
constitutional action,  such  as  the  making  of 
military  arrests.  And,  from  the  two  proposi- 
tions, a  third  is  deduced,  which  is,  that  the 
gentlemen  composing  the  meeting  are  resolved 
on  doing  their  part  to  maintain  our  common 
Government  and  country,  despite  the  folly  or 
wickedness,  as  they  may  conceive,  of  any  Ad- 
ministration. This  position  is  eminently  pa- 
triotic, and  as  such,  I  thank  the  meeting,  and 
congratulate  the  nation  for  it.  My  own  pur- 
pose is  the  same;  so  that  the  meeting  and 
myself  have  a  common  object,  and  can  have  no 
difference,  except  in  the  choice  of  means  or 
measures  for  effecting  that  object. 

And  here  I  ought  to  close  this  paper,  and 
would  close  it,  if  there  were  no  apprehension 
that  more  injurious  consequences  than  any 
merely  personal  to  myselfmight  follow  the  cen- 
sures systematically  cast  upon  me  for  doing 
what,  in  my  view  of  duty,  I  could  not  forbear. 
The  resolutions  promise  to  support  me  in  every 
constitutional  and  lawful  measure  to  suppress 
the  rebellion  ;  and  I  have  not  knowingly  em- 
ployed, nor  shall  knowingly  employ,  any  other. 
But  the  meeting,  by  their  resolutions,  assert 
and  argue  that  certain  military  arrests,  and 
proceedings  following  them,  for  which  I  am 
ultimately  responsible,  are  unconstitutional. 
I  think  they  are  not.  The  resolutions  quote 
from  the  Constitution  the  definition  of  trea- 
son, and  also  the  limiting  safeguards  and 
guarantees  therein  provided  for  the  citizen 
on  trials  of  treason,  and  on  his  being  held 
to  answer  for  capital  or  otherwise  infa- 
mous crimes,  and,  in  criminal  prosecutions, 
his  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury.  They  proceed  to  resolve  "  that 
these  safeguards  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen 
against  the  pretensions  of  arbitrary  power 
were  intended  more  especially  for  his  protection 
in  times  of  civil  commotion."  And,  apparently 
to  demonstrate  the  proposition,  the  resolutions 
proceed  :  "  They  were  secured  substantially 
to  the  English  people  after  years  of  protracted 
civil  war,  and  were  adopted  into  our  Constitu- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  revolution."  Would  not 
the  demonstration  have  been  better,  if  it  could 
have  been  truly  said  that  these  safeguards  had 
been  adopted  and  applied  during  the  civil  wars 
and  during  our  revolution,  instead  of  after  the 
one  and  at  the  close  of  the  other  ?  I,  too,  am  de- 
votedly for  them  after  civil  war,  and  before  civil 
war,  and  at  all  times,  "  except  when,  in  cases 
of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may 
require"  their  suspension.  The  resolutions 
proceed  to  tell  us  that  these  safeguards  "  have 
stood  the  test  of  seventy-six  years  of  trial, 
under  our  republican  system,  under  circum- 
stances which  show  that  while  they  constitute 
the  foundation  of  all  free  government,  they  are 


the  elements  of  the  enduring  stability  of  the 
republic."  No  one  denies  that  they  have  so 
stood  the  test  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent rebellion,  if  we  except  a  certain  occurrence 
at  New  Orleans  ;  nor  does  any  one  question 
that  they  will  stand  the  same  test  much  longer 
after  the  rebellion  closes.  But  these  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  have  no  application  to  the 
case  we  have  in  hand,  because  the  arrests  com- 
plained of  were  not  made  for  treason — that  is, 
not  for  the  treason  defined  in  the  Constitution, 
and  upon  the  conviction  of  which  the  punish- 
ment is  death — nor  yet  were  they  made  to  hold 
persons  to  answer  for  any  capital  or  otherwise 
infamous  crimes;  nor  were  the  proceedings 
following,  in  any  constitutional  or  legal  sense, 
"  criminal  prosecutions."  The  arrests  were 
made  on  totally  different  grounds,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings following  accorded  with  the  grounds 
of  the  ai-rests.  Let  us  consider  the  real  case 
with  which  we  are  dealing,  and  apply  to  it  the 
parts  of  the  Constitution  plainly  made  for  such 
cases. 

Prior  to  my  installation  here  it  had  been  in- 
culcated that  any  State  had  a  lawful  right  to 
secede  from  the  national  Union,  and  that  it 
would  be  expedient  to  exercise  the  right  (vhen- 
ever  the  devotees  of  the  doctrine  should  fail  to 
elect  a  President  to  their  own  liking.  I  was 
elected  contrary  to  their  liking ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, so  far  as  it  was  legally  possible,  they  had 
taken  seven  States  out  of  the  Union,  had  seized 
many  of  the  United  States  forts,  and  had  fired 
upon  the  United  States  flag,  all  before  I  was 
inaugurated,  and,  of  course,  before  I  had  done 
any  official  act  whatever.  The  rebellion  thus 
began  soon  ran  into  the  present  civil  war  ;  and, 
in  cei'tain  respects,  it  began  on  very  unequal 
terms  between  the  parties.  The  insurgents  had 
been  preparing  for  it  more  than  thirty  years, 
while  the  Government  had  taken  no  steps  to  re- 
sist them.  The  former  had  carefully  considered 
all  the  means  which  could  be  turned  to  their 
account.  It  undoubtedly  was  a  well-pondered 
reliance  with  them  that  in  their  own  unre- 
stricted efforts  to  destroy  Union,  Constitution, 
and  law,  all  together,  the  Government  would,  in 
great  degree,  be  restrained  by  the  same  Consti- 
tution and  law  from  arresting  their  progress. 
Their  sympathizers  pervaded  all  departments  of 
the  Government  and  nearly  all  communities  of 
the  people.  From  this  material,  under  cover 
of  "  liberty  of  speech,"  "  liberty  of  the  press," 
and  "  habeas  corpus,"  they  hoped  to  keep  on 
foot  amongst  us  a  most  eflacient  corps  of  spies, 
informers,  suppliers,  and  aiders  and  abettors  of 
their  cause  in  a  thousand  ways  They  knew 
that  in  times  such  as  they  were  inaugurating, 
by  the  Constitution  itself,  the  ^^  habeas  corpus^' 
might  be  suspended  ;  but  they  also  knew  they 
had  friends  who  would  make  a  question  as  to 
who  was  to  suspend  it ;  meanwhile  their  spies 
and  others  might  remain  at  large  to  help  on 
their  cause.  Or  if,  as  has  happened,  the  Execu-' 
tive  should  suspend  the  writ,  without  ruinous- 
waste  of  time,  instances  of  arresting  innocent. 
persons  might  occur,  as  are  always  likely  to  oc- 
cur in  such  cases ;  and  then  a  clamor  could  bei 
raised  in  regard  to  this,  which  might  be,  atf 
least,  of  some  service  to  tlie  insurgent  cause.    It> 
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needed  no  very  keen  perception  to  discover  this 
part  of  the  enemy's  programme,  so  soon  as  by 
open  hostilities  their  machinery  was  fairly  put 
in  motion.  Yet,  thoroughly  imbued  with  a 
reverence  for  the  guaranteed  rights  of  individ- 
uals, I  was  slow  to  adopt  the  strong  measures 
which  by  degrees  I  have  been  forced  to  regard 
as  being  within  the  exceptions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  as  indispensable  to  the  public  safety. 
Nothing  is  better  known  to  history  than  that 
courts  of  justice  are  utterly  incompetent  to  such 
cases.  Civil  courts  are  organized  chiefly  for 
trials  of  individuals,  or,  at  most,  a  few  individu- 
als acting  in  concert ;  and  this  in  quiet  times, 
and  on  charges  of  crimes  well  defined  in  the  law. 
Even  in  times  of  peace  bands  of  horse-thieves  and 
robbers  frequently  grow  too  numerous  and  pow- 
erful for  ordinary  courts  of  justice.  But  what 
comparison,  in  numbers,  have  such  bands  ever 
borne  to  the  insurgent  sympathizers  even  in 
many  of  the  loyal  States  ?  Again,  a  jury  too 
frequently  has  at  least  one  member  more  ready 
to  hang  the  panel  than  to  hang  the  traitor.  And 
yet,  again,  he  who  dissuades  one  man  from 
volunteering,  or. induces  one  soldier  to  desert, 
weakens  the  Union  cause  as  much  as  he  who 
kills  a  Union  soldier  in  battle.  Yet  this  dis- 
suasion or  inducement  may  be  so  conducted  as 
to  be  no  defined  crime  of  which  any  civil  court 
would  take  cognizance. 

Ours  is  a  case  of  rebellion — so  called  by  the 
resolutions  before  me — in  fact,  a  clear,  flagrant, 
and  gigantic  case  of  rebellion  ;  and  the  provi- 
sion of  the  Constitution  that  "the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  inva- 
sion, the  public  safety  may  require  it,"  is  the 
provision  which  specially  applies  to  our  pres- 
ent case.  This  provision  plainly  attests  the 
understanding  of  those  who  made  the  Consti- 
tution, that  ordinary  courts  of  justice  are  in- 
adequate to  "  cases  of  rebellion" — attests  their 
purpose  that,  in  such  cases,  men  may  be  held  in 
custody  whom  the  courts,  acting  on  ordinary 
rules,  would  discharge.  Habeas  corpus  does 
not  discharge  men  who  are  proved  to  be  guilty 
of  defined  crime  :  and  its  suspension  is  allowed 
by  the  Constitution  on  purpose  that  men  may 
be  arrested  and  held  who  cannot  be  proved  to 
be  guilty  of  defined  crime,  ''  when,  in  cases  of 
rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may 
rei-iuire  it.."' 

This  is  precisely  our  present  case — a  case  of 
rebellion,  wherein  the  public  safety  does  re- 
quire the  euspensiou.  Indeed,  arrests  by  pro- 
cess of  courts,  and  arrests  in  cases  of  rebellion 
do  not  proceed  altogether  upon  the  same  basis. 
The  former  is  directed  at  the  small  percentage 
of  ordinary  and  continuous  perpetration  of 
crime,  while  the  latter  is  directed  at  sudden  and 
extensive  uprisings  against  the  Government, 
which,  at  most,  will  succeed  or  fail  in  no  great 
length  of  time.  In  the  latter  case,  arrests  are 
made,  not  so  much  for  what  has  been  done,  as 
for  what  probably  would  be  done.  The  latter 
is  more  for  the  preventive  and  less  for  the  vin- 
dictive than  the  former.  In  such  cases  the 
purposes  of  men  are  much  more  easily  under- 
stood than  in  cases  of  ordinary  crime.  The 
man  who  stands  by  and  says  nothing  when  the 


peril  of  his  Government  is  discussed,  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  If  not  hindered,  he  is  sure  to 
help  the  enemy ;  much  more,  if  he  talks  am- 
biguously— talks  for  his  country  with  "  buts" 
and  "  ifs"  and  "  ands."  Of  how  little  value  the 
constitutional  provisions  I  have  quoted  will  be 
rendered,  if  arrests  shall  never  be  made  un- 
til defined  crimes  shall  have  been  committed, 
may  be  illustrated  by  a  few  notable  examples. 
General  John  C.  Breckinridge,  General  Robert 
E.  Lee,  General  ^  oseph  E.  Johnston,  General 
John  B.  Magruder,  General  William  B.  Pres- 
ton, General  Simon  B.  Buckner,  and  Commo- 
dore Franklin  Buchanan,  now  occupying  the 
very  highest  places  in  the  rebel  war  service, 
were  all  within  the  power  of  the  Government 
since  the  rebellion  began,  and  were  nearly  as 
well  known  to  be  traitors  then  as  now.  Un- 
questionably if  we  had  seized  and  held  them, 
the  insurgent  cause  would  be  much  weaker. 
But  no  one  of  them  had  then  committed  any 
crime  defined  in  the  law.  Every  one  of  them, 
if  arrested,  would  have  been  discharged  on 
habeas  corpus  were  the  writ  allowed  to  oper- 
ate. In  view  of  these  and  similar  cases,  I 
think  the  time  not  unlikely  to  come  when  I 
shall  be  blamed  for  having  made  too  few  arrests 
rather  than  too  many. 

By  the  third  resolution  the  meeting  indicate 
their  opinion  that  military  arrests  may  be  con- 
stitutional in  localities  where  rebellion  actually 
exists,  but  that  such  arrests  are  unconstitu- 
tional in  localities  where  rebellion  or  insurrec- 
tion does  not  actually  exist.  They  insist  that 
such  arrests  shall  not  be  made  "outside  of  the 
lines  of  necessary  military  occupation,  and  the 
scenes  of  insurrection."  Inasmuch,  however, 
as  the  Constitution  itself  makes  no  such  distinc- 
tion, I  am  unable  to  believe  that  there  is  any 
such  constitutional  distinction.  I  concede  that 
the  class  of  arrests  complained  of  can  be  con- 
stitutional only  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  them; 
and  I  insist  that  in  such  cases  they  are  consti- 
tutional wherever  the  public  safety  does  require 
them  ;  as  well  in  places  to  which  they  may  pre- 
vent the  rebellion  extending  as  in  those  where 
it  may  be  already  prevailing;  as  well  where 
they  may  restrain  mischievious  interference 
with  the  raising  and  supplj'ing  of  armies  to 
suppress  the  rebellion,  as  where  the  rebellion 
may  actually  be ;  as  well  where  they  may  re- 
strain the  enticing  men  out  of  the  army,  as 
where  they  would  prevent  mutiny  in  the  army  ; 
equally  constitutional  at  all  places  where  they 
will  conduce  to  the  public  safety,  as  against 
the  dangers  of  rebellion  or  invasion.  Take  the 
peculiar  case  mentioned  by  the  meeting.  It  is 
asserted,  in  substance,  that  Mr.  Vallandigham 
was,  by  a  military  commander,  seized  and  tried 
"for  no  other  reason  than  words  addressed  to 
a  public  meeting,  in  criticism  of  the  course  of 
the  Administration,  and  in  condemnation  of 
the  military  orders  of  the  general."  Now,  if 
there  be  no  mistake  about  this;  if  this  asser- 
tion is  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth  ;  if  there 
was  no  other  reason  for  the  arrest,  then  I  con- 
cede that  the  arrest  was  wrong.  But  the  arrest, 
as  I  understand,  was  made  for  a  very  different 
reason.    Mr.  Vallandigham  avows  his  hostility 
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to  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  Union;  and  his 
arrest  was  made  because  he  was  laboring,  with 
some  efiect,  to  prevent  the  raising  of  troops ; 
to  encourage  desertions  from  the  army ;  and  to 
leave  the  rebellion  without  an  adequate  military 
force  to  suppress  it.  He  was  not  arrested  be- 
cause he  was  damaging  the  political  prospects 
of  the  Administration,  or  the  personal  interests 
of  the  commanding  general,  but  because  he  was 
damaging  the  army,  upon  the  existence  and 
vigor  of  which  the  life  of  the  nation  depends. 
He  was  warring  upon  the  military,  and  this 
give  the  military  constitutional  jurisdiction  to 
lay  hands  upon  him.  If  Mr.  Vallandigham 
was  not  damaging  the  military  power  of  the 
country,  then  his  arrest  was  made  on  mistake 
of  fact,  which  I  would  be  glad  to  correct  on 
reasonably  satisfactory  evidence. 

I  understand  the  meeting,  whose  resolutions 
I  am  considering,  to  be  in  favor  of  suppressing 
the  rebellion  by  military  force — by  armies. 
Long  experience  has  shown  that  armies  cannot 
be  maintained  unless  desertion  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  the  severe  penalty  of  death.  The  case 
requires,  and  the  law  and  the  Constitution 
sanction,  this  punishment.  Must  I  shoot  a 
simple-minded  soldier  boy  who  deserts,  while 
I  must  not  touch  a  hair  of  a  wily  agitator  who 
induces  him  to  desert?  This  is  none  the  less 
injurious  when  eifected  by  getting  a  father,  or 
brother,  or  friend,  into  a  public  meeting,  and 
there  working  upon  his  feelings  till  he  is  per- 
suaded to  write  the  soldier  boy  that  he  is  fight- 
ing in  a  bad  cause,  for  a  wicked  Administration 
of  a  contemptible  Government,  too  weak  to  ar- 
rest and  punish  him  if  he  shall  desert.  I  think 
that,  in  such  a  case,  to  silence  the  agitator  and 
save  the  boy  is  not  only  constitutional,  but 
withal  a  great  mercy. 

If  I  be  wrong  on  this  question  of  constitu- 
tional power,  my  error  lies  in  believing  that 
certain  proceedings  are  constitutional  when,  in 
cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety 
requires  them,  which  would  not  be  constitu- 
tional when,  in  absence  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
the  public  safety  does  not  require  them  :  in 
other  words,  that  the  Constitution  is  not,  in  its 
application,  in  all  respects  the  same,  in  cases 
of  rebellion  or  invasion  involving  the  public 
safety,  as  it  is  in  times  of  profound  peace  and 
public  security.  The  Constitution  itself  makes 
the  distinction;  and  I  can  no  more  be  per- 
suaded that  the  Government  can  constitution- 
ally take  no  strong  measures  in  time  of  rebel- 
lion, because  it  can  be  shown  that  the  same 
could  not  be  lawfully  taken  in  time  of  peace, 
than  I  can  be  persuaded  that  a  particular  drug 
is  not  good  medicine  for  a  sick  man  because  it 
can  be  shown  to  not  be  good  food  for  a  well  one. 
Nor  am  I  able  to  appreciate  the  danger  appre- 
hended by  the  meeting,  that  the  American  peo- 
ple will,  by  means  of  military  arrests  during 
the  rebellion,  lose  the  right  of  public  discus- 
sion, the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  press,  the 
law  of  evidence,  trial  by  jury,  and  habeas  corpus, 
throughout  the  indefinite  peaceful  future,  which 
I  trust  lies  before  them,  any  more  than  I  am 
able  to  believe  that  a  man  could  contract  so 
strong  an  appetite  for  emetics  during  tem- 
porary illness   as   to   persist  in   feeding  upon 


them  during  the  remainder  of  his  healthful 
life. 

In  giving  the  resolutions  that  earnest  consid- 
eration which  you  request  of  me,  I  cannot  over- 
look the  fact  that  the  meeting  speak  as  "Demo- 
crats." Nor  can  I,  with  full  respect  for  their 
known  intelligence,  and  the  fairly  presumed 
deliberation  with  which  they  prepared  their 
resolutions,  be  permitted  to  suppose  that  this 
occurred  by  accident,  or  in  any  way  other  than 
that  they  preferred  to  designate  themselves 
"  Democrats"  rather  than  "American  citizens." 
In  this  time  of  national  peril  I  would  have  pre- 
ferred to  meet  you  on  a  level  one  step  higher 
than  any  party  platform ;  because  I  am  sure 
that,  from  such  more  elevated  position,  we 
could  do  better  battle  for  the  country  we  all 
love  than  we  possibly  can  from  those  lower 
ones  where,  from  the  force  of  habit,  the  preju- 
dices of  the  past,  and  selfish  hopes  of  the  future, 
we  are  sure  to  expend  much  of  our  ingenuity 
and  strength  in  finding  fault  with,  and  aming 
blows  at,  each  other.  But,  since  you  have  de- 
nied me  this,  I  will  yet  be  thankful,  for  the 
country's  sake,  that  not  all  Democrats  have 
done  so.  He  on  whose  discretionary  judgment 
Mr.  Vallandigham  was  arrested  and  tried  is  a 
Democrat,  having  no  old  party  afiinity  with  me; 
and  the  judge  who  rejected  the  constitutional 
view  expressed  in  these  resolutions,  by  refusing 
to  discharge  Mr.  Vallandigham  on  habeas  corpus, 
is  a  Democrat  of  better  days  than  these,  having 
received  his  judicial  mantle  at  the  hands  of 
President  Jackson.  And  still  more,  of  all  those 
Democrats  who  are  nobly  exposing  their  lives 
and  shedding  their  blood  on  the  battle-field,  I 
have  learned  that  many  ajjprove  the  course 
taken  with  Mr.  Vallandigham,  while  I  have  nol 
heard  of  a  single  one  condemning  it.  I  cannot 
assert  that  there  are  none  such.  And  the  name 
of  President  Jackson  recalls  an  instance  of  per- 
tinent history.  After  th  e  battle  of  New  Orleans, 
and  while  the  fact  that  the  treaty  of  peace  had 
beea  concluded  was  well  known  in  the  city,  but 
before  official  knowledge  of  it  had  arrived,  Gen- 
eral Jackson  still  maintained  martial  or  military 
law.  Now,  that  it  could  be  said  the  war  was 
over,  the  clamor  against  martial  law,  which  had 
existed  from  the  first,  grew  more  furious. 
Among  other  things  a  Mr.  Louaillier  published 
a  denunciatory  newspaper  article.  General 
Jackson  arrested  him.  A  lawyer  by  the  name 
of  Morel  procured  the  U.  S.  Judge  Hall  to  order 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  relieve  Mr.  Louaillier. 
General  Jackson  arrested  both  the  lawyer  and 
the  judge.  A  Mr.  Hollander  ventured  to  say  of 
some  part  of  the  matter  that  "  it  was  a  dirty 
trick."  General  Jackson  arrested  him.  When 
the  officer  undertook  to  serve  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  General  Jackson  took  it  from  him,  and 
sent  him  away  with  a  copy.  Holding  the  judge 
in  custody  a  few  days,  the  general  sent  him 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  encampment,  and  set 
him  at  liberty,  with  an  order  to  remain  till  the 
ratification  of  peace  should  be  regularly  an- 
nounced, or  until  the  British  should  have  left 
the  southern  coast.  A  day  or  two  more  elapsed, 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  was  regu- 
larly announced,  and  the  judge  and  others  were 
fully  liberated.     A  few  days  more  and  the  judge 
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called  GeneralJackson  into  court  and  fined  him 
$1,000  for  having  arrested  him  and  the  others 
named.  The  General  paid  the  tine,  and  there 
the  matter  rested  for  nearly  thirty  years,  when 
Congress  refunded  principal  and  interest.  The 
la'e  Senator  Douglas,  then  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  took  a  leading  part  in  the  de- 
bates, in  which  the  constitutional  question  was 
much  discussed.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
vhom  the  journals  would  show  to  have  voted 
for  the  measure. 

It  may  b  ^  remarked  :  First,  that  we  had  the 
same  Constitution  then  as  now  ;  secondly,  that 
we  then  had  a  case  of  invasion,  and  now  we 
have  a  case  of  rebellion  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the 
permanent  right  of  the  people  to  public  dis- 
cussion, the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press, 
tie  trial  by  jury,  the  law  of  evidence,  and  the 
habeas  corpus,  suffered  no  detriment  whatever 
by  that  conduct  of  Gen.  Jackson,  or  its  subse- 
quent approval  by  the  American  Congress. 

And  yet,  let  me  say,  that  in  my  own  discre- 
tion, I  do  not  know  whether  I  would  have 
ordered  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Vallandigham.  While 
I  cannot  shift  the  responsibility  from  myself,  I 
hold  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  commander  in 
the  field  is  the  better  judge  of  the  necessity  in 
any  particular  case.  Of  course,  I  must  prac- 
tice a  general  directory  and  revisory  power  in 
the  matter. 

One  of  the  resolutions  expresses  the  opinion 
of  the  meeting  that  arbitrary  arrests  will  have 
the  effect  to  divide  and  distract  those  who 
should  be  united  in  suppressing  the  rebellion, 
and  I  am  specifically  called  on  to  discharge  Mr. 
Vallandigham.  I  regard  this  as,  at  least,  a  fair 
appeal  to  me  on  the  expediency  of  exercising  a 
constitutional  power  which  I  think  exists.  In 
response  to  such  appeal  I  have  to  say,  it  gave 
me  pain  when  I  learned  that  Mr.  Vallandigham 
had  been  arrested — that  is,  I  was  pained  that 
there  should  have  seemed  to  be  a  necessity  for 
arresting  him — and  that  it  will  afford  me  great 
pleasure  to  discharge  him  so  soon  as  I  can,  by 
any  means,  believe  the  public  safety  will  not 
suflFer  by  it. 

I  further  say,  that  as  the  war  progresses,  it 
appears  to  me,  opinion  and  action,  which  were 
in  great  confusion  at  first,  take  shape  and  fall 
into  more  regular  channels,  so  that  the  necessity 
for  strong  dealing  with  them  gradually  de- 
creases. I  have  every  reason  to  desire  that  it 
should  cease  altogether,  and  far  from  the  least 
is  my  regard  for  the  opinions  and  wishes  of 
those  who  like  the  meeting  at  Albany,  declare 
their  purpose  to  sustain  the  Government  in 
every  constitutional  and  lawful  measure  to  sup- 
press the  rebellion.  Still,  I  must  continue  to 
do  so  much  as  may  seem  to  be  required  by  the 
public  safety.  A.    LINCOLN. 

COKRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  OHIO  DEMOCRATS  AND 
PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 

The  Letter  to  the  President. 

Washington,  June  26,  1863. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Peesident  of  the  United  States  : 

The  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  a 
committee,  under  the  authority  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  State  Convention  held  at  the  city 
of  Columbus,   Ohio,   on   the    11th   instant,   to 


communicate  with  you  on  the  subject  of  the 
arrest  and  banishment  of  Clement  L.  Vallandig- 
ham, most  respectfully  submit  the  following  aa 
the  resolutions  of  thatConvention  bearing  upon 
the  subject  of  this  communication,  and  ask  of 
your  Excellency  their  earnest  consideration. 
And  they  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the  Con- 
vention was  one  in  which  all  parts  of  the  State 
were  represented,  one  of  the  most  respectable 
as  to  numbers  and  character,  and  one  the  most 
earnest  and  sincere  in  support  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union,  ever  held  in  that  State : 

Resolved,  That  the  will  of  the  people  is  the  foundation  of 
all  free  government;  that,  to  give  effect  to  this  free  will, 
free  thought,  free  epeech,  and  a  free  press  are  absolutely 
indispensable.  Without  free  discussion  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty of  sound  judgment:  viithout  sound  judgment  there 
can  be  no  wise  government. 

2.  That  it  is  an  inherent  and  constitutional  right  of  the 
people  to  discuss  all  meMurcs  of  tlieir  Government,  and  to 
approve  or  disapprove,  as  to  their  best  judgment  seems 
right.  That  they  have  a  like  right  to  propose  and  advocate 
that  policy  which  in  their  judgment  is  best,  and  to  argue 
and  vote  against  whatever  policy  seems  to  them  to  violate 
the  Constitution,  to  impair  their  liberties,  or  to  be  detri- 
mental to  their  welfare. 

3.  That  these  and  all  other  rights  guarantied  to  them  by 
their  Constitutions  are  their  rights  in  time  of  war  as  well 
as  in  time  of  peace,  and  of  far  more  value  and  necessity  in 
war  than  in  peace,  for  in  peace  liberty,  security,  and  prop- 
erty are  seldom  endangered;  in  war  they  are  ever  in  peril. 

4.  That  we  now  say  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  not  by 
way  of  threat,  but  calmly  and  tirmly,  that  we  will  not  sur- 
render these  rights,  nor  submit  to  their  forcible  violation. 
We  will  obey  the  laws  ourselves,  and  all  others  must  obey 
them. 

11.  That  Ohio  will  adhere  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union  as  the  best — it  may  be  the  last — hope  of  popular  free- 
dom, and  for  all  \vrong3  which  may  have  been  committed, 
or  evils  wliich  may  exist,  will  seek  redress,  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  within  the  Union,  by  the  peaceful  but  power- 
ful agency  of  the  suffrages  of  a  free  people. 

l-t.  That  we  toII  earnestly  support  every  constitutional 
measure  tending  to  preserve  the  Union  of  the  States.  No 
men  have  a  greater  interest  in  its  preservation  than  we 
have,  none  desire  itmoie;  there  are  none  wh(f  will  make 
greater  sacrifices  or  endure  more  than  we  will  to  accomp- 
lish that  end.  We  are,  as  we  ever  have  been,  the  devoted 
friends  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  and  we  have  no 
sympathy  with  the  enemies  of  either. 

15.  That  the  aiTest,  imprisonment,  pretended  trial,  and 
actual  banishment  of  Clement  L.  A'allandigham,  a  citizen 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  not  belonging  to  the  laud  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  the  militia  in  actual 
service,  by  alleged  military  authority,  for  no  other  pre- 
tended crime  than  ihatof  uttering  words  of  legitimate  crit- 
icism upon  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  in  jjower, 
and  of  appealing  to  the  ballot-box  for  a  change  of  policy — 
said  arrest  and  military  trial  taking  place  where  the  courts 
of  law  are  open  and  unobstructed,  and  for  no  act  done  within 
the  sphere  of  active  military  operations  in  carrying  on  the 
war — we  regai-d  as  a  palpable  violation  of  the  following 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 

1.  "Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of 
speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably 
to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of 
grievances." 

2.  "The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons, 
houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches 
and  seizures,  shall  not  Ije  violated ;  and  no  warrants  shall 
issue  but  upon  prol  lable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirm- 
ation, and  particularly  describing  the  place  to  be  searched 
and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized." 

3.  "No  person  shall  beheld  to  answer  for  a  capital  or 
otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  pr? sentmeut  or  in- 
dictment of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the 
land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  ser- 
vice in  time  of  war  or  public  danger." 

4.  '•  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy 
the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury 
of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  h;ive  been 
committed,  which  district  shall  have  been  previously  ascer- 
tained l)y  law." 

And  we  furthermore  denounce  said  arrest,  trial,  and  ban- 
ishment as  a  direct  insult  offered  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people  of  Ohio,  by  whose  organic  law  it  is  declared  that  no 
person  shall  be  transported  out  of  the  State  for  any  offence 
committed  within  the  same. 

16.  That  Clement  L.  Vallandigham  was,  at  the  time  of 
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his  arrest,  a  prominent  candidate  for  nomination  by  the 
Democratic  purty  oi  Oliio  for  tlie  office  of  Governor  of  the 
State ;  that  the  Democratic  party  was  fully  competent  to 
decide  whether  he  is  a  fit  man  for  that  nomination,  and 
that  the  attempt  to  deprive  them  of  that  riglit,  by  liia  ar- 
rest and  banishment,  was  an  unmerited  imputation  upon 
their  intelligence  and  loyalty,  as  well  as  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution. 

17.  That  we  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  call  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  restore  Clement  L. 
Vallandigham  to  his  home  in  Ohio,  and  that  a  committee 
of  one  li-om  each  Congressional  district  of  the  State,  to  be 
selected  by  the  presiding  officer  of  this  Convention,  is 
hereby  appointed  to  present  tHis  application  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  undersigned,  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duty  assigned  them,  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  reiterate  the  facts  connected  with  the  arrest, 
trial,  and  banishment  of  Mr.  Vallandigham — 
they  are  well  known  to  the  President,  and  are 
of  public  history — nor  to  enlarge  upon  the 
positions  taken  by  the  Convention,  nor  to  re- 
capitulate the  constitutional  provisions  which 
it  is  believed  have  been  contravened  ;  they  have 
been  stated  at  length,  and  with  clearness,  in 
the  resolutions  which  have  been  recited.  The 
undersigned  content  themselves  with  brief  re- 
ference to  other  suggestions  pertinent  to  the 
subject. 

.  They  do  not  call  upon  your  Excellency  as 
suppliants,  praying  the  revocation  of  the  order 
banishing  Mr.  Vallandigham  as  a  favor ;  but, 
by  the  authority  of  a  Convention  representing 
a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
they  respectfully  ask  it  as  a  right  due  to  an 
American  citizen,  in  whose  personal  injury  the 
sovereignty  and  dignity  of  the  people  of  Ohio, 
as  a  free  State,  have  been  offended.  And  this 
duty  they  perform  the  more  cordially  from  the 
consideration  that,  at  a  time  of  great  national 
emergency,  pregnant  with  danger  to  our  Federal 
Union,  it  is  all  important  that  the  true  friends 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  however 
they  may  differ  as  to  the  mode  of  administering 
the  Government,  and  the  measures  most  likely 
to  be  successful  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  restoration  of  the  Union, 
should  not  be  thrown  into  conflict  with  each 
other. 

The  arrest,  unusual  trial,  and  banishment  of 
Mr.  Vallandigham  have  created  wide-spread 
and  alarming  disaffection  among  the  people  of 
the  State,  not  only  endangering  the  harmony 
of  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union,  and  tending  to  disturb  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  State,  but  also  impairing  that 
confidence  in  the  fidelity  of  your  Administra- 
tion to  the  great  landmarks  of  free  government 
essential  to  a  peaceful  and  successful  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws  in  Ohio. 

You  are  reported  to  have  used  in  a  public 
communication  on  this  subject,  the  following 
language : 

"  It  gave  me  pain  when  I  learned  that  Mr.  Vallandigham 
had  been  arrested — that  is,  1  was  pained  that  there  should 
have  seemed  to  be  a  necessity  for  arresting  iiim ;  and  that  it 
will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  cUscharge  him,  bo  soon  as  I 
can  liy  any  means  believe  the  public  safety  will  not  suffer 
by  it." 

The  undersigned  assure  your  Excellency, 
from  our  own  personal  knowledge  of  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  Ohio,  that  the  public 
safety  will  be  far  more  endangered  by  continu- 
ing Mr.  Vallandigham  in  exile  than  by  releas- 
ing him.     It  may  be  true  that  persons  diflfering 


from  him  in  political  views  may  be  found  in 
Ohio,  and  elsewhere,  who  will  express  a  differ- 
ent opinion.     But  they  are  certainly  mistaken. 

Mr.  Vallandigham  may  differ  with  the  Presi- 
dent, and  even  with  some  of  his  own  political 
party,  as  to  the  true  and  most  effectual  means 
of  maintaining  the  Constitution  and  lestoring 
the  Union;  but  this  difference  of  opinion  does 
not  prove  him  to  be  unfaithful  to  his  duties  aa 
an  American  citizen.  If  a  man,  devotedly  at- 
tached to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  con- 
scientiously believes  that,  from  the  inherent 
nature  of  the  Federal  compact,  the  war,  in  the 
present  condition  of  things  in  this  country, 
cannot  be  used  as  a  means  of  restoring  the 
Union;  or  that  a  war  to  subjugate  apart  of  the 
States,  or  a  war  to  revolutionize  the  social  sys- 
tem in  a  part  of  the  States,  could  not  restore, 
but  would  inevitably  result  in  the  final  destruc- 
tion of  both  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  is 
he  not  to  be  allowed  the  right  of  an  American 
citizen  to  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  the  people 
for  a  change  of  policy  by  the  constitutional 
remedy  of  the  ballot-box  ? 

During  the  war  with  Mexico  many  of  the 
political  opponents  of  the  Administration  then 
in  power  thought  it  their  duty  to  oppose  and  de- 
nounce the  war,  and  to  urge  before  the  people 
of  the  country  that  it  was  unjust  and  prosecu- 
ted for  unholy  p-irposes.  With  equal  reason  it 
might  have  betn  said  of  them  that  their  discus- 
sions before  the  people  were  calculated  to  dis- 
courage enlistments,  "  to  prevent  the  raising  of 
troops,"  and  to  induce  desertions  from  the  army, 
and  leave  the  Government  without  an  adequate 
military  force  to  carry  on  the  war. 

If  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  are 
to  be  suspended  in  time  of  war,  then  the  essen- 
tial element  of  popular  government  to  effect  a 
change  of  policy  in  the  constitutional  mode  is 
at  an  end.  The  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press  is  indispensable,  and  necessarily  incident 
to  the  nature  of  popular  government  itself.  If 
any  inconvenience  or  evils  arise  from  its  exer- 
cise, they  are  unavoidable. 

On  this  subject  you  are  reported  to  have  said 
further : 

"  It  is  asserted,  in  substance,  that  Mr.  Vallandigham  was, 
by  a  military  commander,  seized  and  tried  '  for  no  other 
reason  than  words  addressed  to  a  puljlic  meeting  in  criticism 
of  the  course  of  tho  Administration,  and  in  condemnation  of 
the  military  order  of  tho  general.'  Now,  if  there  be  no  mis- 
take about  this,  if  there  was  no  other  reiison  for  the  arrest, 
then  I  concede  that  the  arrest  was  wrong.  But  the  arrest, 
I  understand,  was  made  for  a  very  diflerent  reason.  Mr. 
Vallandigham  avows  liis  hostility  to  tho  war  on  the  pai-t  of 
the  Union,  and  his  arrest  w;i8  made  because  ho  was  laboring, 
with  some  effect,  to  prevent  the  raising  of  troops,  to  encour- 
age desertions  from  the  army,  and  to  leave  the  rebellion 
without  an  adequate  military  force  to  suppress  it.  He  waa 
not  arrested  because  ho  was  damaging  the  political  pros- 
pects of  the  Administration  or  tho  xiersonal  interests  of  the 
commanding  general,  but  because  ho  was  damaging  tho 
army,  upon  the  existence  and  vigor  of  which  the  life  of  the 
nation  depends.  Ho  was  warring  upon  the  military,  and 
tills  gave  the  military  constitutional  jurisdiction  to  lay 
hands  ujjon  him.  If  Mr.  Vallandigham  was  not  damaging 
the  military  power  of  the  country,  then  his  arrest  was  made 
on  mistake  of  facts,  which  I  would  be  glad  to  correct  on 
reasonable  satisfactory  evidence." 

In  answer  to  this  permit  us  to  say,  first,  that 
neither  the  charge  nor  the  specifications  in  sup- 
port of  the  charge  on  which  Mr.  Vallandigham 
was  tried  impute  to  him  the  act  of  either  labor- 
ing to  prevent  the  raising  of  troops  or  to  en- 
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courage  desertions  from  the  army.  Secondly, 
no  evidence  on  the  trial  was  offered  with  a  view 
to  support,  or  even  tended  to  support,  any  such 
charge.  In  what  instance,  and  by  what  act, 
did  he  either  discourage  enlistments  or  encour- 
.age  desertion  in  the  army?  Who  is  the  man 
who  was  discouraged  from  enlisting,  and  who 
encouraged  to  desert,  by  any  act  of  Mr  Vallan- 
digham  ?  If  it  be  assumed  that  perchance  some 
person  might  have  been  discouraged  from  en- 
listing, or  that  some  person  might  have  been 
encouraged  to  desert,  on  account  of  hearing 
Mr.  Vallardigham's  views  as  to  the  policy  of 
the  war  as  a  means  of  restoring  the  Union, 
would  that  have  laid  the  foundation  for  his 
conviction  and  banishment?  If  so,  upon  the 
same  grounds  every  political  opponent  of  the 
Mexican  war  might  have  been  convicted  and 
banished  from  the  country. 

When  gentlemen  of  high  standing  and  exten- 
sive influence,  including  your  Excellency,  op- 
posed, in  the  discussions  before  the  people,  the 
policy  of  the  Mexican  war,  were  they  "warring 
upon  the  military,"  and  did  this  "  give  the  mil- 
itary constitutional  jurisdiction  to  lay  hands 
upon"  them?  And,  finally,  the  charge  in  the 
specifications  upon  which  Mr.Vallandighamwas 
tried  enti  led  him  to  a  trial  be^'ore  the  civil  tri- 
bunals according  to  the  express  provisions  of 
the  late  ac's  of  Congress,  approved  by  yourself 
July  17,  18C2,  and  March  3,  18G3,  which  were 
manifestly  designed  to  supersede  all  necessity 
or  pretext  for  arbitrary  military  arrests. 

The  undersigned  are  unable  to  agree  with 
you  in  the  opinion  you  have  expressed  that  the 
Constitution  is  difi'erent  in  time  of  irsurrection 
or  invasion  from  what  it  is  in  time  of  peace  and 
public  security.  The  Constitution  provides  for 
no  limitation  upon  or  exceptions  to  the  guar- 
antees of  perrjonal  liberty,  except  as  to  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Has  the  President,  at 
the  time  of  invasion  or  insurrection,  the  right 
to  engraft  limitations  or  exco^)tions  upon  these 
constitutional  guarantees  whenever,  in  his 
judgment,  the  public  safety  requires  it? 

True  it  is,  the  article  of  the  Constitution 
which  defines  the  various  powers  delegated  to 
Congress  declares  that  "the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended 
unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
the  public  safety  may  require  it."  But  this 
qualification  or  limitation  upon  this  restriction 
upon  the  powers  of  Congress  has  no  reference 
to  or  connection  with  the  other  constitutional 
guarantees  of  personal  liberty.  Expunge  from 
the  Constitution  this  limitation  upon  the  power 
of  Congress  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
cfrpus,  and  yet  the  other  guarantees  of  personal 
liberty  would  remain  unchanged. 

Although  a  man  might  not  have  a  constitu- 
tional right  to  have  an  immediate  investigation 
made  as  to  the  legality  of  his  arrest  upon 
habeas  corpzis,  yet  his  "right  to  a  speedy  and 
public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State 
and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been 
committed"'  will  not  be  altered;  neither  will 
his  right  to  the  exemption  from  "cruel  and 
unusual  punishment;"  nor  his  right  to  be  se- 
cure in  his  person,  houses,  papers,  and  effects, 
against  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches ; 


nor  his  right  not  to  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor 
his  right  not  to  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital 
or  otherwise  infamous  ofiFenfle,  unless  on  pre- 
sentment or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  be  in 
anywise  changed. 

And  certainly  the  restriction  upon  the  power 
of  Congress  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  in  time  of  insurrection  or  invasion, 
could  not  afxect  the  guaranty  that  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press  shall  not  be  abridged. 
It  is  sometimes  urged  that  the  proceedings  in 
the  civil  tribunals  are  too  tardy  and  inefi"ective 
for  cases  arising  in  times  of  insurrection  or  in- 
vasion. It  is  a  full  reply  to  this  to  say  that 
arrests  by  civil  process  may  be  equally  as  ex- 
peditious and  effective  as  arresis  by  military 
orders. 

True,  a  summary  trial  and  punishment  are 
not  allowed  in  the  civil  courts.  But  if  the  of- 
fender be  under  arrest  and  imprisoned,  and  not 
entitled  to  a  discharge  on  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
before  trial,  what  more  can  be  required  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Government  ?  The  idea  that 
all  the  constitutional  guarantees  of  personal 
liberty  are  suspended  throughout  the  country 
at  a  time  of  insurrection  or  invasion  in  any 
part  of  it  places  us  upon  a  sea  of  uncertainty, 
and  subjects  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of 
every  citizen  to  the  mere  will  of  a  military 
commander,  or  what  he  may  say  that  he  con- 
siders the  public  safety  requires.  Does  your 
Excellency  wish  to  have  it  understood  that  you 
hold  that  the  rights  of  eve^^  man  throughout 
this  vast  country  are  subject  to  be  annulled 
whenever  you  may  say  that  you  consider  the 
public  safety  requires  it,  in  time  of  invasion  or 
insurrection  ? 

You  are  further  reported  as  having  said  that 
the  constitutional  guarantees  of  personal  lib- 
erty have  "  no  application  to  the  present  case 
we  have  in  hand,  because  the  arrests  complained 
of  were  not  made  for  treason — that  is,  not  for 
the  treason  defined  in  the  Constitution,  and 
upon  the  conviction  of  which  the  punishment 
is  death — nor  yet  were  they  made  to  hold  per- 
sons to  answer  for  capital  or  otherwise  infamous 
crimes  ;  nor  were  the  proceedings  following  in 
any  constitutional  or  legal  sense  '  criminal 
prosecutions. '  The  arrests  were  made  on 
totally  different  grounds,  and  the  proceedings 
following  accorded  with  the  grounds  of  the 
arrests,"  &c. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this  posi- 
tion of  your  Excellency  is,  that  where  a  man 
is  liable  to  "  a  criminal  prosecution,"  or  is 
charged  with  a  crime  known  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  he  is  clothed  with  all  the  constitutional 
guarantees  for  his  safety  and  security  from 
wrong  and  injustice  ;  but  that,  where  he  is  not 
liable  to  "  a  criminal  prosecution,"  or  charged 
with  any  crime  known  to  the  laws,  if  the  Presi- 
dent or  any  military  commander  shall  say  that 
he  considers  that  the  public  safety  requires  it, 
this  man  may  be  put  outside  of  the  pale  of  the 
constitutional  guarantees,  and  arrested  with- 
out charge  of  crime,  imprisoned  without 
knowing  what  for,  and  any  length  of  time, 
or  be  tried  before  a  court-martial  and  sen- 
tenced to  any  kind  of  punishment,  unknown 
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to  the  laws  of  ihe  land,  which  the  President 
or  the  military  commander  may  see  proper  to 
impose. 

Did  the  Constitution  intend  to  throw  the 
shield  of  its  securities  around  the  man  liable 
to  be  charged  with  treason  as  defined  by  it,  and 
yet  leave  the  man  not  liable  to  any  such  charge 
unprotected  by  the  safeguards  of  personal  lib- 
erty and  personal  security?  Can  a  man  not  in 
the  military  or  naval  service,  nor  within  the 
field  of  the  operations  of  the  army,  be  arrested 
and  imprisoned  without  any  law  of  the  land  to 
authorize  it?  Can  a  man  thus,  in  civil  life,  be 
punished  without  any  law  defining  the  offence 
and  describing  the  punishment  ?  If  the  Pres- 
ident or  a  court-martial  may  prescribe  one  kind 
of  punishment  unauthorized  by  law,  why  not 
any  other  kind?  Banishment  is  an  unusual 
punishment,  and  unknown  to  our  laws.  If  the 
President  has  the  right  to  prescribe  the  punish- 
ment of  banishment,  why  not  that  of  death  and 
confiscation  of  property  ?  If  the  President  has 
the  right  to  change  the  punishment  prescribed 
by  the  court-martial  from  imprisonment  to 
banishment,  why  not  from  imprisonment  to 
torture  upon  the  rack  or  execution  upon  the 
gibbet  ? 

If  an  indefinable  kind  of  constructive  trea- 
son is  to  be  introduced  and  engrafted  upon  the 
Constitution,  unknown  to  the  laws  of  the  land 
and  subject  to  the  will  of  the  President  when- 
ever an  insurrection  or  invasion  shall  occur  in 
any  part  of  this  vast  country,  what  safety  or 
security  will  be  left  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people  ? 

The  constructive  treasons  that  gave  the  friends 
of  freedom  so  many  years  of  toil  and  trouble 
in  England  were  inconsiderable  compared  to 
this.  The  precedents  which  you  make  will  be- 
come a  part  of  the  Constitution  for  your  suc- 
cessors, if  sanctioned  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
people  now. 

The  people  of  Ohio  are  willing  to  co-operate 
zealously  with  you  in  every  effort  warranted  by 
the  Constitution  to  restore  the  Union  of  the 
States,  but  they  cannot  consent  to  abandon 
those  fundamental  principles  of  civil  liberty 
which  are  essential  to  their  existence  as  a  free 
people. 

In  their  name  we  ask  that,  by  a  revocation  of 
the  order  of  his  banishment,  3Ir.  Vallandigham 
may  be  restored  to  the  enjoyment  of  those 
rights  of  which  they  believe  he  has  been  un- 
constitutionally deprived. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  yours, 
&c., 

M.  BIRCIIARD,  Chairman,  IQth  Dist. 

DAVID  A.  IIOUK,  Secretary,  id  Ihst. 

GEO.  r.LISS,  \Uh  Dist. 

T.  W.  BARTLEY,  %th  Dist. 

W.  J.  GORDON,  18^/i  Dist. 

JOHN  ONEILL,  IZth  Dist. 

C.  A.  WHITE,  nth  Dist. 

W.  E.  FINCK,  V2th  Dist. 

ALEXANDER  LONG,  2d  Dist. 

3.  W.  WHITE,  \Wi  Dist. 

JAS.  K.  MORRIS,  Ibth  Dist 

GEO.  S.  CONVERSE,  Ith  Dist. 

WARREN  P.  NOBLE,  9th  Dist. 

GEO.  II.  PENDLETON,  1st  Dist. 

W.  A.  HUTCHINS,  lUh  Dist. 

ABNER  L.  BACKUS,  I0//(  Dist. 

J.  F.  JIcKINNEY,  4</i  Dist. 

F.  C.  LeBLOXI).  bfh  Dist. 

LOUIS  SHAKFEB,  lUh  Dist. 


Letter  from  President  Lincoln. 

Washington,  June  29  1863. 
Me.ssrs.  M.  Birchard,  David  M.  Ilouk,  Georsre  Bliss,  T.  W 
Bartley,  W.  J.  Gordou,  John  ONiell,  C.  A.  White,  W.  ]^ 
Finck,  Alexander  Longr,  J.  W.  Wliite,  George  II.  Pecdl©. 
ton,  George  S.  Coiiverse,  Warren  P.  Noble.  James  R.  Mor- 
ris, W  A  Hutchiiis,  Abner  L.  Backus,  J.  F.  McKinney, 
F.  C .  LeBlond ,  Louis  Schaefer : 

Gentlemen  :  The  resolutions  of  the  Ohio 
Democratic  State  Convention,  which  you  pre- 
sent me,  together  with  your  introductory  and 
closing  remarks,  being  in  position  and  argu- 
ment mainly  the  same  as  the  resolutions  of  the 
Democratic  meeting  at  Albany,  New  York,  I 
refer  you  to  my  response  to  the  latter  as  meet- 
ing most  of  the  points  in  the  former. 

This  response  you  evidently  used  in  prepar- 
ing your  remarks,  and  I  desire  no  more  than 
that  it  be  used  with  accuracy.  In  a  single 
reading  of  your  remarks,  I  only  discovered  one 
inaccuraey  in  matter  which  I  suppose  you  took 
from  that  paper.  It  is  where  you  say,  "The 
undersigned  are  unable  to  agree  with  you  ia 
the  opinion  you  have  expressed  that  the  Consti- 
tution is  different  in  time  of  insurrection  or  in- 
vasion from  what  it  is  in  time  of  peace  and 
public  security." 

A  recurrence  to  the  paper  will  show  you 
that  I  have  not  expressed  the  opinion  you  sup- 
pose. I  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Consti- 
tution is  different  in  its  application  in  cases  of 
rebellion  or  invasion,  involving  the  public 
safety,  from  what  it  is  in  times  of  profound 
peace  and  public  security;  and  this  opinion  I 
adhere  to,  simply  because  by,  the  Constitution 
itself  things  may  be  done  in  the  one  case  which 
may  not  be  done  in  the  other. 

I  dislike  to  waste  a  word  on  a  merely  per- 
sonal point,  but  I  must  respectfully  assure  you 
that  you  will  find  yourselves  at  fault  should  you 
ever  seek  for  evidence  to  prove  your  assump- 
tion that  I  "  opposed  in  discussions  before  the 
people  the  policy  of  the  Mexican  war." 

You  say  :  "Expunge  from  the  Constitution 
this  limitation  upon  the  power  of  Congress  to 
suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  yet  the 
other  guarantees  of  personal  liberty  would  re- 
main unchanged."  Doubtless  if  this  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  improperly  called,  as  I  think, 
a  limitation  upon  the  power  of  Congress,  were 
expunged,  the  other  guarantees  wojuld  remain 
the  same  ;  but  the  question  is,  not  how  those 
guarantees  would  stand  with  that  clause  out  of 
the  Constitution,  but  how  they  stand  with  that 
clause  remaining  in  it,  in  case  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  involving  the  public  safety.  If  the 
liberty  could  be  indulged  in  expunging  that 
clause,  letter  and  spirit,  I  really  think  the 
constitutional  argument  would  be  with  you. 

My  general  view  on  this  question  was  stated 
in  the  Albany  response,  and  hence  I  do  not 
state  it  now.  I  only  add  that,  as  seems  to  me, 
the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  the 
great  means  through  which  the  guarantees  of 
personal  liberty  are  conserved  and  made  avail- 
able in  the  last  resort;  and  corroborative  of 
this  view  is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Vallandigham,  in 
the  very  case  in  question,  under  the  advice  of 
able  lawyers,  saw  not  where  else  to  go  but  to 
the  habeas  corpus.  But  by  the  Constitution 
the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  itself 
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may  be  suspended,  when,  in  case  of  rebellion 
or  invasion,  tlie  public  safety  may  require  it. 

You  ask,  in  substance,  whether  I  really  claim 
that  I  may  override  all  the  guarantied  rights  of 
individuals,  on  the  plea  of  conserving  the  pub- 
lic safety — when  I  may  choose  to  say  the  public 
safety  requires  it.  This  question,  divested  of 
the  phraseology  calculated  to  represent  me  as 
struggling  for  an  arbitrary  personal  preroga- 
tive, is  either  simply  a  question  who  shall  de- 
cide, or  an  affirmation  that  nobody  shall  decide, 
what  the  public  safety  does  require  in  cases  of 
rebellion  or  invasion.  The  Constitution  con- 
templates the  question  as  likely  to  occur  for 
decision,  but  it  does  not  expressly  declare  who 
is  to  decide  it.  By  necessary  implication,  when 
rebellion  or  invasion  comes,  the  decision  is  to 
be  made,  from  time  to  time ;  and  I  think  the 
man  whom,  for  the  time,  the  people  have,  under 
the  Constitution,  made  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  their  Army  and  Navj',  is  the  man  who  holds 
the  power  and  bears  the  responsibility  of  mak- 
ing it.  If  he  uses  the  power  justly,  the  same 
people  will  probably  justify  him;  if  he  abuses 
it,  he  is  in  their  hands,  to  be  dealt  with  by  all 
the  modes  they  have  reserved  to  themselves  in 
the  Constitution. 

The  earnestness  with  which  you  insist  that 
persons  can  only,  in  times  of  rebellion,  be  law- 
fully dealt  with,  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
for  criminal  trials  and  punishments  in  times  of 
peace,  induces  me  to  add  a  word  to  what  I  said 
on  that  point  in  the  Albany  response.  You 
claim  that  men  may,  if  they  choose,  embarrass 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  combat  a  giant  rebel- 
lion and  then  be  dealt  with  only  in  turn  as  if 
there  were  no  rebellion.  The  Constitution  it- 
self rejects  this  view.  The  military  arrests  jind 
detentions  which  have  been  made,  including 
those  of  Mr.  Vallandigham,  which  are  not  dif- 
ferent in  principle  from  the  other,  have  been  for 
prevention,  and  not  for  punishment — as  injunc- 
tions to  stay  injury,  as  proceedings  to  keep  the 
peace — and  hence,  like  proceedings  in  such 
cases  and  for  like  reasons,  they  have  not  been 
accompanied  with  indictments,  or  trials  by 
juries,  nor  in  a  single  case  by  any  punishment 
whatever  beyond  what  is  purely  incidental  to 
the  prevention.  The  original  sentence  of  im- 
prisonment in  Mr.  Vallandigham's  case  was  to 
prevent  injury  to  the  military  service  only,  and 
the  modification  of  it  was  made  as  a  less  dis- 
agreeable mode  to  him  of  securing  the  same 
prevention. 

I  am  unable  to  perceive  an  insult  to  Ohio  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Vallandigham.  Quite  surely 
nothing  of  this  sort  was  or  is  intended.  I  was 
wholly  unaware  that  Mr.  Vallandigham  was,  at 
the  time  of  his  arrest,  a  candidate  for  the  Dem- 
ocratic nomination  for  Governor,  until  so  in- 
formed by  your  reading  to  me  the  resolutions 
of  the  Convention.  I  am  grateful  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  for  many  things,  especially  for  the  brave 
soldiers  and  ofiBcers  she  has  given  in  the  present 
national  trial  to  the  armies  of  the  Union. 

You  claim  as  I  understand,  that  according  to 
my  own  position  in  the  Albany  response,  Mr. 
Vallandigham  should  be  released;  and  this  be- 
cause, as  you  claim,  he  has  not  damaged  the 
military  service  by  discouraging  enlistments, 


encouraging  desertions,  or  otherwise  ;  and  that 
if  he  had,  he  should  be  turned  over  to  the  civil 
authorities  under  the  recent  acts  of  Congress. 
I  certainly  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Vallandigham 
has  specifically  and  by  direct  language  advised 
against  enlistments,  and  in  favor  of  desertion 
and  resistance  to  drafting.  We  all  know  that 
combinations,  armed  in  some  instances,  to  re- 
sist the  arrest  of  deserters,  began  several 
months  ago ;  that  more  recently  the  like  has 
appeared  in  resistance  to  the  enrollment  pre- 
paratory to  a  draft;  and  that  quite  a  number 
of  assassinations  have  occurred  from  the  same 
animus.  These  had  to  be  met  by  military 
force,  and  this  again  has  led  to  bloodshed  and 
death.  And  now,  under  a  sense  of  responsibil- 
ity more  weighty  and  enduring  than  any  which 
is  merely  official,  I  solemnly  declare  my  belief 
that  this  h  ndrance  of  the  military,  including 
maiming  and  murder,  is  due  to  the  course  in 
which  Mr.  Vallandigham  has  been  engaged,  in 
a  greater  degree  than  to  any  other  cause  ;  and 
it  is  due  to  him  personally  in  a  greater  degree 
than  to  any  other  man. 

These  things  have  been  notorious,  known  to 
all,  and  of  course  known  to  Mr.  Vallandigham. 
Perhaps  I  would  not  be  wrong  to  say  they  orig- 
inated with  his  especial  friends  and  adherents. 
With  perfect  knowledge  of  them  he  has  fre- 
quently, if  not  constantly,  made  speeches  in 
Congress  and  before  popular  assemblies ;  and 
if  it  can  be  shown  that,  with  these  things  star- 
ing him  in  the  face,  he  has  ever  uttered  a  word 
of  rebuke  or  counsel  against  them,  it  will  be  a 
fact  greatly  in  his  favor  with  me,  and  one  of 
which,  as  yet,  I  am  totally  ignorant.  When  it 
is  known  that  the  whole  burden  of  his  speeches 
has  been  to  stir  up  men  against  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  and  that  in  the  midst  of  resistance 
to  it  he  has  not  been  known  in  any  instance  to 
counsel  against  such  resistance,  it  is  next  to  im- 
possible to  repel  the  inference  that  he  has  coun- 
selled directly  in  favor  of  it. 

With  all  this  before  their  eyes,  the  Conven- 
tion you  represent  have  nominated  Mr.  Vallan- 
digham for  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  both  they 
and  you  have  declared  the  purpose  to  sustain 
the  National  Union  by  all  constitutional  means. 
But,  of  course,  they  and  you,  in  common,  re- 
serve to  yourselves  to  decide  what  are  consti- 
tutional means,  and,  unlike  the  Albany  meet- 
ing, you  omit  to  state  or  intimate  that,  in  your 
opinion,  an  army  is  a  constitutional  means  of 
saving  the  Union  against  a  rebellion,  or  even  to 
intimate  that  you  are  conscious  of  an  existing 
rebellion  being  in  progress  with  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  destroying  that  very  Union.  At  the 
same  time,  your  nominee  for  Governor,  in  whose 
behalf  you  app«al,  is  known  to  you  and  to  the 
world  to  declare  against  the  use  of  an  army  to 
suppress  the  rebellion.  Your  own  attitude, 
therefore,  encourages  desertion,  resistance  to 
the  draft,  and  the  like,  because  it  teaches  those 
who  incline  to  desert  and  to  escape  the  draft 
to  believe  it  is  your  purpose  to  protect  them 
and  to  hope  that  you  will  become  strong 
enough  to  do  so. 

After  a  short  personal  intercourse  with  you, 
gentlemen  of  the  comm'ttee,  I  cannot  say  I 
think  you  desire  this  effect  to  follow  your  atti- 
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tnde;  but  I  assure  you  that  both  friends  and 
enemies  of  the  Union  look  upon  it  in  this  light. 
It  is  a  substantial  hope,  and  by  consequence  a 
real  strength  to  the  enemy.  It  is  a  false  hope, 
and  one  which  you  would  willingly  dispel.  I 
will  make  the  way  exceedingly  easy.  I  send 
you  duplicates  of  this  letter,  in  order  that  you, 
or  a  majority,  may,  if  you  choose,  endorse  your 
names  upon  one  of  them,  and  return  it  thus 
endorsed  to  me,  with  the  understanding  that 
those  signing  are  hereby  committed  to  the  fol- 
lowing propositions,  and  to  nothing  else  : 

1.  That  there  is  now  a  rebellion  in  the  United 
States,  the  object  and  tendency  of  which  is  to 
destroy  the  National  Union  ;  and  that,  in  your 
opinion,  an  army  and  navy  are  constitutional 
means  for  suppressing  that  rebellion. 

2.  That  no  one  of  you  will  do  anything  which, 
in  his  own  judgment,  will  tend  to  hinder  the 
increase  or  favor  the  decreage  or  lessen  the 
eflSciency  of  the  army  and  navy,  while  engaged 
in  the  effort  to  suppress  that  rebellion  ;   and 

3.  That  each  of  you  will,  in  his  sphere,  do 
all  he  can  to  have  the  officers,  soldiers,  and 
seamen  of  the  army  and  navy,  while  engaged 
in  the  effort  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  paid,  fed, 
clad,  and  otherwise  well  provided  for  and  sup- 
ported. 

And  with  the  further  understanding  that 
upon  receiving  the  letter  and  names  thus  en- 
dorsed, I  will  cause  them  to  be  published, 
which  publication  shall  be,  within  itself,  a  re- 
vocation of  the  order  in  relation  to  Mr.  Val- 
landigham. 

It  will  not  escape  observation  that  I  consent 
to  the  release  of  Mr.  Vallandigham  upon  terms 
not  embracing  any  pledge  from  him  or  from 
others  as  to  what  he  will  or  will  not  do.  I  do 
this  because  he  is  not  present  to  speak  for  him- 
self, or  to  authorize  others  to  speak  for  him ; 
and  hence  1  shall  expect  that  on  returning  he 
would  not  put  himself  practically  in  antagon- 
ism with  his  friends.  But  I  do  it  chiefly  be- 
cause I  thereby  prevail  on  other  influential  gen- 
tlemen of  Ohio  to  so  define  their  position  as  to 
be  of  immense  value  to  the  army — thus  more 
than  compensating  for  the  consequences  of  any 
mistake  in  allowing  Mr.  Vallandigham  to  return, 
so  that,  on  the  whole,  the  public  safety  will  not 
have  suffered  by  it.  Still,  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Vallandigham  and  all  others,  I  must  hereafter, 
as  heretofore,  do  so  much  as  the  public  service 
may  seem  to  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 
A.  LINCOLN. 

The  Committee^s  Rejoinder. 

New  York,  July  1,  1863. 
To  his  Excellency  the  PREsroENT  of  the  UjaiED  States: 

Sir:  Your  answer  to  the  application  of  the 
undersigned  for  a  revocation  of  the  order  of 
banishment  of  Clement  L.  Vallandigham  re- 
quires a  reply,  which  they  proceed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible  to  make. 

They  are  not  able  to  appreciate  the  force  of 
the  distinction  you  make  between  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  application  of  the  Constitution, 
whereby  you  assume  that  powers  are  delegated 
to  the  President  at  the  time  of  invasion  or  in- 


surrection, in  derogation  of  the  plain  language 
of  the  Constitution.  The  inherent  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  remaining  the  same  in  time 
of  insurrection  or  invasion  as  in  time  of  peace, 
the  President  can  have  no  more  right  to  disre- 
gard their  positive  and  imperative  requirements 
at  the  former  time  than  at  the  latter.  Because 
some  things  may  be  done  by  the  terms  of  the 
Constitution  at  the  time  of  invasion  or  insurrec- 
tion which  would  not  be  required  by  the  occa- 
sion in  time  of  peace,  you  assume  that  any  th^ng 
whatever,  even  though  not  expressed  by  the 
Constitution,  may  be  done  on  the  occasion  of 
insurrection  or  invasion,  which  the  President 
may  choose  to  say  is  required  by  the  public 
safety.  In  plainer  terms,  because  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  may  be  suspended  at  time  of  in- 
vasion or  insurrection,  you  infer  that  all  other 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  having  in  view 
the  protection  of  the  life,  liberty,  and  property 
of  the  citizen,  may  be  in  like  manner  sus- 
pended. 

The  provision  relating  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  being  contained  in  the  first  part  of  the 
Constitution,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  define 
the  powers  delegated  to  Congress,  has  no  con- 
nection in  language  with  the  Declaration  of 
Rights,  as  guarantees  of  personal  liberty,  con- 
tained in  the  additional  and  amendatory  arti- 
cles, and  inasmuch  as  the  provision  relating  to 
habeas  corpus  expressly  provides  for  its  suspen- 
sion, and  the  other  provisions  alluded  to  do  not 
provide  for  any  such  thing,  the  legal  conclusion 
is  that  the  suspension  of  the  later  is  unauthor- 
ized. The  provision  for  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus is  merely  intended  to  furnish  a  summary 
remedy,  and  not  the  means  whereby  personal 
security  is  conserved  in  the  final  resort;  while 
the  other  provisions  are  guarantees  of  personal 
rights,  the  suspension  of  which  puts  an  end  to 
all  pretence  of  free  government.  It  is  true  Mr. 
Vallandigham  applied  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
as  a  summary  remedy  against  oppression.  But 
the  denial  of  this  did  not  take  away  his  right 
to  a  speedy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury, 
or  deprive  him  of  his  other  rights  as  an  Amer- 
ican citizen.  Your  assumption  of  the  right  to 
suspend  all  the  constitutional  guarantees  of 
personal  liberty,  and  even  of  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press,  because  the  summary 
remedy  of  habeas  corpus  may  be  suspended,  is 
at  once  startling  and  alarming  to  all  persons 
desirous  of  preserving  free  government  in  this 
country. 

The  inquiry  of  the  undersigned,  whether  "  you 
hold  the  rights  of  every  man  throughout  this 
vast  country,  in  time  of  invasion  or  insurrec- 
tion, are  subject  to  be  annulled  whenever  yon 
may  say  that  you  consider  the  public  safety  re- 
quires it?"  was  a  plain  question,  undisguised  by 
circumlocution,  and  intended  simply  to  elicit 
information.  Your  affirmative  answer  to  this 
question  throws  a  shade  upon  the  fondest  antici- 
pations of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  who 
flattered  themselves  that  they  had  provided 
safeguards  against  the  dangers  Avhich  have  ever 
beset  and  overthrown  free  government  in  other 
ages  and  countries.  Your  answer  is  not  to  be 
disguised  by  the  phraseology  that  the  question 
"is  simply  a  question  who  shall  decide,  or  an 
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aflSrmation  that  nobody  shall  decide,  what  the 
public  safety  does  require  in  case  of  rebellion 
or  invasion."  Our  Government  was  designed 
to  be  a  Government  of  law,  settled  and  defined, 
and  not  of  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  single  man. 
As  a  safeguard,  the  powers  were  delegated  to 
the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  branches 
of  the  Governnaent,  and  each  made  co-ordinate 
with  the  others,  and  supreme  within  its  sphere, 
and  thus  a  mutual  chick  upon  each  oiher  in 
case  of  abuse  of  power. 

It  has  been  the  boast  of  the  American  people 
that  they  had  suvritten  Constitution,  not  only  ex- 
pressly defi,ning,  but  also  limiting  the  powers 
of  the  Government,  and  providing  effectual  safe- 
guards for  personal  liberty,  security,  and  prop- 
erty. And,  to  make  the  matter  more  positive 
and  explicit,  it  was  provided  by  the  amenda- 
tory articles  nine  and  ten  that  "  the  enumeration 
in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be 
construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained 
by  the  people,"  and  that  "the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively  or  to  the  people." 
With  this  care  and  precaution  on  the  part  of  our 
forefathers  who  framed  our  institutions,  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  that,  at  so  early  a  day  as  this, 
a  claim  of  the  President  to  .arbitrary  power, 
limited  only  by  his  conception  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  public  safety,  would  have  been 
asserted.  In  derogation  of  the  constitutional 
provisions  making  the  President  strictly  an  ex- 
ecutive officer,  and  vesting  all  the  delegated 
legislative  powers  in  Congress,  your  position,  as 
we  understand  it,  would  make  your  will  the  rule 
of  action,  and  your  declaration  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  public  safety  the  law  of  the  land. 
Our  inquiry  was  not,  therefore,  "  simply  a  ques- 
tion who  shall  decide,  or  the  afBrmation  that 
nobody  shall  decide,  what  the  public  safety 
requires."  Our  Government  is  a  Government  of 
law,  and  it  is  the  law-making  power  which  ascer- 
tains what  the  public  safety  requires,  and  pre- 
Bcribes  the  rule  of  action ;  and  the  duty  of  the 
President  is  simply  'to  execute  the  laws  thus 
enacted,  and  not  to  make  or  annul  laws.  If  any 
exigency  shall  arise,  the  President  has  the 
power  to  convene  Congress  at  any  time  to  pro- 
vide for  it ;  so  that  the  plea  of  necessity  fur- 
nishes no  reasonable  pretext  for  any  assumption 
of  legislative  power. 

For  a  moment  contemplate  the  consequences 
of  such  a  claim  to  power.  Not  only  would  the 
dominion  of  the  President  be  absolute  over  the 
rights  of  individuals,  but  equally  so  over  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government.  If  he 
should  claim  that  the  public  safety  required  it, 
he  could  arrest  and  imprison  a  judge  for  the 
conscientious  dischage  of  his  duties,  paralyze 
the  judicial  power,  or  supercede  it  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  courts-martial,  subject  to  his  own 
will,  throughout  the  whole  country.  If  any 
one  of  the  States,  even  far  removed  from  the 
rebellion,  should  not  sustain  his  plan  for  prose- 
cuting the  war,  he  could,  on  the  plea  of  public 
safety,  annul  and  set  at  defiance  the  State  laws 
and  authorities,  arrest  and  imprison  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  State  or  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, while  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 


duties,  or  he  could  absolutely  control  the 
action,  either  of  Congress  or  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  by  arresting  and  imprisoning  its  mem- 
bers, and  upon  the  same  ground  he  could  sus- 
pend the  elective  franchise,  postpone  the  elec- 
tions, and  declare  the  perpetuity  of  his  high 
prerogative.  And  neither  the  power  of  im- 
peachment nor  the  elections  of  the  people 
could  be  made  available  against  such  concen- 
tration of  power. 

Surely  it  is  not  necessary  to  subvert  free 
government  in  this  country  in  order  to  put 
down  the  rebellion;  and  li  cannot  be  c^one  under 
the  pretence  of  putting  down  the  rebellion.  In- 
deed, it  is  plain  that  your  Administration  has 
been  weakened,  and  greatly  weakened,  by  the 
assumption  of  power  not  delegated  in  the  Con- 
stitution. 

In  your  answer  you  say  to  us  :  "  You  claim 
that  men  may,  if  they  choose,  embarras  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  combat  a  giant  rebellion 
and  then  be  dealt  with  in  terms  as  if  there 
were  no  rebellion."  You  will  find  yourself  in 
fault,  if  your  will  search  our  communication 
to  you  for  any  such  idea.  The  undersigned 
believe*that  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
land,  properly  administered,  furnish  ample 
power  to  put  down  an  insurrection  without  the 
assumption  of  powers  not  granted.  And  if  ex- 
isting legislation  be  inadequate,  it  is  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  consider  what  further  legisla- 
tion is  necessary,  and  to  make  suitable  provi- 
sion by  law. 

You  claim  that  the  military  arrests  made  by 
your  Administration  are  merely  preventive  reme- 
dies, "  as  injunctions  to  stay  injury,  or  proceed- 
ings to  keep  the  peace,  and  not  for  punishment." 
The  ordinary  preventive  remedies  alluded  to  are 
authorized  by  established  law,  but  the  prevent- 
ive proceedings  you  institute  have  their  au- 
thority merely  in  the  will  of  the  Executive  or 
that  of  ofiBcers  subordinate  to  his  authority. 
And  in  this  proceeding  a  discretion  seems  to  be 
exercised  as  to  whether  the  prisoner  shall  be 
allowed  a  trial  or  even  be  permitted  to  know 
the  nature  of  the  complaint  alleged  against  him, 
or  the  name  of  his  accuser.  If  the  proceedings 
be  merely  preventive,  why  not  alio  w  the  prisoner 
the  benefit  of  a  bond  to  keep  the  peace?  But 
if  no  offence  has  been  committed,  why  was  Mr. 
Vallandigham  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced 
by  a  court-martial?  And  why  the  actual  pun- 
ishment by  imprisonment  or  banishment,  with- 
out the  opportunity  of  obtaining  his  liberty  in 
the  mode  usual  in  preventive  remedies,  and  yet 
say  it  is  not  for  punishment? 

You  still  place  Mr.  Vallandigham's  convic- 
tion and  banishment  upon  the  ground  that  he 
had  damaged  the  military  service  by  discourag- 
ing enlistments  and  encouraging  desertions, 
&c.,  and  yet  you  have  not  even  pretended  to 
controvert  our  position  that  he  was  not  charged 
with,  tried,  or  convicted  for  any  such  offence 
before  the  court-martial. 

In  answer  to  our  position  that  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham was  entitled  to  a  trial  in  the  civil  tribunals, 
by  virtue  of  the  late  acts  of  Congress  you  say : 
'■'■I  certainly  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Vallandigham 
has  specifically  and  by  direct  language  advised 
against  enlistments  and  in  favor  of  desertions  and 
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resistance  to  drafting,'"  &c.,  and  yet,  in  a  subse- 
quent part  of  your  answer,  after  speaking  of 
certain  disturbances  which  are  alleged  to  have 
occurred  in  resistance  of  the  arrest  of  deserters 
and  of  the  enrollment  preparatory  to  the  draft, 
and  which  you  attribute  mainly  to  the  course 
Mr.  Vallandigham  has  pursued,  you  say  that 
he  has  made  speeches  against  the  war  in  the 
midst  of  resistance  to  it;  that  "  he  has  never 
been  known,  in  any  instance,  to  counsel  against 
such  resistance;"  and  that  "t<  is  next  to  impos- 
sible to  repel  the  inference  that  he  has  counselled 
directly  in  favor  of  it."  Permit  us  to  say  that 
your  information  is  most  grievously  at  fault. 

The  undersigned  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
hearing  Mr.  Vallandigham  speak  before  pop- 
ular assemblages,  and  they  appeal  with  confi- 
dence to  every  truthful  person  who  has  ever 
heard  him  for  the  accuracy  of  the  declaration, 
that  he  has  never  made  a  speech  before  the 
people  of  Ohio  in  which  he  has  not  counselled 
Bubmission  and  obedience  to  the  laws  and  the 
Constitution,  and  advised  the  peaceful  remedies 
of  the  judicial  tribunals  and  of  the  ballot-box 
for  the  redress  of  grievances  and  for  the  evils 
which  afflict  our  bleeding  and  suffering  coun- 
try. And,  were  it  not  foreign  to  the  purposes 
of  this  communication,  we  would  undertake  to 
establish  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  candid  per- 
son that  the  disturbances  among  the  people  to 
which  you  allude,  in  opposition  to  the  arrest  of 
deserters  and  the  draft,  have  been  occasioned 
mainly  by  the  measures,  policy,  and  conduct  of 
your  Administration,  and  the  course  of  its  po- 
litical friends.  But  if  the  circumstantial  evi- 
dence exists,  to  which  you  allude,  which  makes 
"it  next  to  impossible  to  repel  the  inference 
that  Mr.  Vallandigham  has  counselled  directly 
in  favor"  of  this  resistance,  and  that  the  same 
bas  been  mainly  attributable  to  his  conduct, 
why  was  he  not  turned  over  to  the  civil  author- 
ities to  be  tried  under  the  late  acts  of  Congress? 
If  there  be  any  foundation  in  fact  for  your 
statements  implicating  him  in  resistance  to  the 
constituted  authorities,  he  is  liable  to  such 
prosecution.  And  we  now  demand,  as  a  mere 
act  of  justice  to  him,  an  investigation  of  this 
matter  before  a  jury  of  his  country;  and  respect- 
fully insist  that  fairness  requires  either  that  you 
retract  these  charges  which  you  make  against 
him,  or  that  you  revoke  your  order  of  banish- 
ment and  allow  him  the  opportunity  of  an  in- 
vestigation before  an  impartial  jury. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
repel  at  length  the  imputation  that  the  attitude 
.of  themselves  or  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
Ohio  "  encourage  desertions,  resistance  to  the 
draft,  and  the  like."  Suggestions  of  that  kind 
are  not  unusual  weapons  in  our  ordinary  politi- 
cal contests.  They  rise  readily  in  the  minds 
of  politicians  heated  with  the  excitement  of 
partisan  strife.  During  the  two  years  in  which 
the  Democratic  party  of  Ohio  has  been  con- 
strained to  oppose  the  policy  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  to  stand  up  in  defence  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  of  personal  rights,  this  charge 
has  been  repeatedly  made.  It  has  fallen  harm- 
less, however,  at  the  feet  of  those  whom  it  was 
intended  to  injure.  The  committee  believe  it 
will  do  so  again.    If  it  were  proper  to  do  so  in 


this  paper,  they  might  suggest  that  the  measures 
of  the  Administration,  and  its  changes  of  policy 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  have  been  the 
fruitful  sources  of  discouraging  enlistments 
and  inducing  desertions,  and  furnish  a  reason 
for  the  undeniable  fact  that  the  first  call  for 
volunteers  was  answered  by  very  many  more 
than  were  demanded,  and  that  the  next  call  for 
soldiers  will  probably  be  responded  to  by  draft- 
ed men  alone. 

The  observation  of  the  President  in  this  con- 
nection, that  neither  the  Convention  in  its 
resolutions,  nor  the  committee  in  its  communi- 
cation, intimate  that  they  "  are  conscious  of  an 
existing  rebellion  being  in  progress  with  the 
avowed  object  of  destroying  the  Union,"  needs, 
perhaps,  no  reply.  The  Democratic  party  of 
Ohio  has  felt  so  keenly  the  condition  of  the 
country,  and  been  so  stricken  to  the  heart  by 
the  misfortunes  and  sorrows  which  have  be- 
fallen it,  that  they  hardly  deemed  it  necessary 
by  solemn  resolution,  when  their  very  State 
exhibited  everywhere  the  sad  evidences  of  war, 
to  remind  the  President  that  they  were  aware 
of  its  existence. 

In  the  conclusion  of  your  communication 
you  propose  that,  if  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee shall  affix  their  signatures  to  a  duplicate 
copy  of  it,  which  you  have  furnished,  they  shall 
stand  committed  to  three  propositions,  therein 
at  length  set  forth,  that  he  will  publiih  the 
names  thus  signed,  and  that  this  publication 
shall  operate  as  a  revocation  of  the  order  of 
banishment.  The  committee  cannot  refrain 
from  the  expression  of  their  surprise  that  the 
President  should  make  the  fate  of  Mr.  Val- 
landigham depend  upon  the  opinion  of  this 
committee  upon  these  prdpositions.  If  the 
arrest  and  banishment  were  legal,  and  were 
deserved ;  if  the  President  exercised  a  power 
clearly  delegated,  under  circumstances  which 
warranted  its  exercise,  the  order  ought  not  to 
be  revoked,  merely  because  the  committee  hold, 
or  express,  opinions  accordant  with  those  of 
the  President.  If  the  artest  and  banishment 
were  not  legal,  or  were  not  deserved  by  Mr. 
Vallandigham,  then  surely  he  is  entitled  to  an 
immediate  and  unconditional  discharge. 

The  people  of  Ohio  were  not  so  deeply  moved 
by  the  action  of  the  President  merely  because 
they  were  concerned  for  the  personal  safety 
and  convenience  of  Mr.  Vallandigham,  but  be- 
cause they  saw  in  his  arrest  and  banishment  an 
attack  upon  their  own  personal  rights;  and 
they  attach  value  to  his  discharge  chiefly  as 
it  will  indicate  au  abandonment  of  the  claim 
to  the  power  of  such  arrest  and  banishment. 
However  just  the  undersigned  might  regard  the 
principles  contained  in  the  several  propositions 
submitted  by  the  President,  or  how  much  so- 
ever they  might,  unJer  other  circumstances, 
feel  inclined  to  indorse  the  sentiments  contained 
therein,  yet  they  assure  him  that  they  have 
not  been  authorized  to  enter  into  any  bar- 
gains, terms,  contracts,  or  conditions  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  procure 
the  release  of  Mr.  Vallandigham.  The  opin- 
ions rf  the  undersigned  touching  the  questions 
involved  in  these  propositions  are  well  known, 
have  been  many  times  publicly  expressed,  and 
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are  sufficientlj  manifested  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  convention  which  they  represent,  and  they 
cannot  suppose  that  ihe  Pre  ident  f  xpects  that 
they  will  seek  the  discharge  of  Jlr.  Vallandig- 
ham  by  a  pledge  implying  not  only  an  imputa- 
tion upon  their  own  sincerity  and fiddily  as  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States,  and  also  carrying 
with  it  by  implication  a  concession  of  the  legality 
of  his  arrest,  trial,  and  banishment,  against 
which  they  and  the  convention  they  represent 
have  solemnly  protested.  And,  while  Uiey 
have  asked  the  revocation  of  the  order  of  ban- 
ishment not  as  a  favor,  but  as  a  right  due  to  the 
people  of  Ohio,  and  with  a  view  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  conflict  or  disturbance  of  the 
public  tranquillity,  they  do  not  do  this,  nor 
does  Mr.  Vallandigham  desire  it,  at  any  sacri- 
fice of  their  dignity  and  self-respect. 

The  idea  that  such  a  pledge  as  that  asked  from 
the  undersigned  would  secure  the  public  safety 
sufficiently  to  compensate  for  any  mistake  of 
the  President  in  discharging  Mr.  Vallandigham 
is,  in  their  opinion,  a  mere  evasion  of  the  grave 
questions  involved  in  this  discussion,  and  of  a 
direct  answer  to  their  demand.  And  this  is  made 
especially  apparent  by  the  fact  that  this  pledge 
is  asked  in  a  communication  which  concludes 
with  an  intimation  of  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  President  to  repeat  *.he  acts  complained  of. 
The  undersigned,  therefore,  having  fully  dis- 
charged the  duty  enjoined  upon  them,  leave 
the  responsibility  with  the  President. 

M.  BIRCHARD,  lUh  Did.,  Chairman. 

DAVID  HOUK,  Secy,  3d  IHst. 

GEO.  BLISS.  lUh  Dist. 

T.  W.  BARTLEY,  Wi  Dist. 

W.  J.  GORDON,  l%th  Dist. 

JOHN  O'NEILL,  XZth  Dist. 

C.  A.  WHITE,  6th  Dist. 

W.  E.  FINCK,  V2th  Dist. 

ALEXANDER  LONG,  2d  Dist. 

JAS.  R.  MORRIS,  loth  Dist. 

GEO.  S.  CONVERSE,  lih  Dist. 

GEO.  H.  PENDLETON,  1st  Dist. 

W.  A.  HUTCHINS,  11th  Dist. 

A.  L.  BACKUS,  10th  Dist. 

J.  F.  McKINNEY,  4th  Dist. 

J.  W.  WHITE,  10th  IHst. 

F.  C.  LeBLOND,  5th  Dist. 

LOUIS  SCH^FFER,  11  th  Dist. 

WARREN  P.  NOBLE,  9th  Dist. 

The  Oue  before  the  United  States  Sujyreme  Cmiri. 

■Washington,  Fehruary  15,  1864. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Vallandigham,  ex  parte,  was  decided  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to-day.  The  peti- 
tioner asked  that  the  writ  of  certiorari  be  directed  to  the 
iTud;;e  Advocate  General  for  a  revision  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Militiiry  Commission  which  tried  him,  the  jurisdiction  of 
which  was  denied  as  extending  to  the  case  ota  civilian,  and 
the  object  being  to  have  tbo  sentence  annidlcd,  on  the 
ground  of  illegality.  The  Judge  Advocate,  Col.  Holt,  had 
responded  in  a  written  argument  that  the  Court  might  with 
as  much  propriety  be  called  upon  to  restrain,  by  injunction, 
the  proceedings  of  Congress,  as  to  revise  by  certiorari  and 
reverse  tho  proceedings  of  the  military  authority  in  time 
of  war  in  the  punishment  of  all  military  offences,  according 
to  the  usages  of  civilized  nations  and  the  power  given  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the 
common  defence  and  public  safety. 

Justice  Wayne  today  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court, 
refusing  the  writ,  on  the  ground  tliat  even  if  the  arrest, 
trial,  and  piinishm^nt  of  VallanJigbam  were  illegal,  (here 
is  no  authority  in  the  Cmvt  to  grant  relief  in  this  mode, 
and  th.at  there  is  no  law  by  which  any  appeal  or  proceedings 
in  the  nature  of  an  appeal  from  a  Military  Commission  to 
the  Supreme  Court  can  be  taken. 

His  Letter  on  "Retaliation." 

Windsor,  C.  W.,  March  7, 1864. 
Messrs.  HtTBBARB  and  Brother,  Dayton,  Ohio: 
Gentlemen:  I  read,  several  days  ago,  the  telegraphic 


announcemeijt  of  the  "  riddling"  of  the  Empire  office  by 
"  furloughed  soldiers."  I  offer  you  no  sympathy,  for  that 
will  avail  nothing  now  or  hereafter.  I  do  express  to  you 
my  profound  reg-.c't  that  J'ou  wore  not  prepared  to  inflict 
on  tho  spot,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  assault,  the  complete 
punishment  which  the  assailants  deserved ;  but  am  grati- 
tied  to  learn  that  some  of  them  did  soon  after  receive  their 
deserts.  But  these  cowardly  acts  cannot  always  be  guarded 
against.  And  they  do  not  primarily  come  from  the  "  sol- 
diers." There  is,  therefore,  but  one  remedy  for  past  and 
preventive  of  future  injuries ;  and  that  is,  instant,  sum- 
mary, and  ample  reprisals  upon  the  persons  and  property 
of  the  men  at  homo  who,  by  language  and  conduct,  are  al- 
ways exciting  these  outrages. 

No  legal  nor  military  punishment  is  ever  inflicted  upon 
the  immediate  instruments.  Retaliation,  therefore,  is  the 
only  and  rightful  remedy  in  times  like  these.  I  speak  ad- 
visedly, and  recommend  it  in  all  cases  hereafter.  It  is  of 
no  avail  to  announce  the  falsehood  that  "  both  parties  con- 
demn it,"  after  the  destruction  has  been  consummated. 
The  time  has  gone  by  for  obedience  ■without  protection.  I 
speak  decided  language ;  but  the  continual  recurrence  oj 
these  outrages — frequently  attended  \\-ith  murder,  and 
always  without  redress— demands  it.  They  must  be 
stopped,  lot  the  consequences  be  what  they  may.  Repri- 
sals in  such  cases  are  now  the  only  way  left  for  a  return  to 
law  and  order. 

Very  truly,  C.  L.  VALLANDIGHAM. 

Mr.  Vallandigham,' s  Reium  and  Address. 
1864,  June  15 — Mr.  Vallandigham  returned 
to  Ohio,  and  that  day  addressed  the  Democratic 
Convention  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  as  follows : 

Men  of  Ohio:  To-day  I  am  again  in  your  midst  and  upon 
the  soil  of  my  native  State.  To-day  I  am  once  more  within 
the  district  which  for  ten  years  extended  to  me  the  highest 
confidence,  and  three  times  honored  me  as  its  Representar 
tive  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  was  accused  of 
no  crime  against  the  Constitution  or  laws,  and  guilty  of 
none.  But  whenever  and  wherever  thus  charged  upon  due 
process  of  law,  I  am  now  here  ready  to  answer  before  any 
civil  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  a  jury  of  my  coun- 
trymen, and  in  the  meantime  to  give  bail  in  any  sum  which 
any  judge  or  court.  State  or  Federal,  may  affix,  and  you,  the 
186,000  Democrats  of  Ohio,  I  offer  as  my  sureties. 

Never  for  oue  hour  have  I  remained  in  exile  because  I 
recognized  any  obligation  of  obedience  to  the  unconstitu- 
tional and  arbitrary  edict.  Neither  did  personal  fear  ever 
restrain  me.  And  to-day  I  return  of  my  own  act  and  pleas- 
ure, because  it  is  my  constitutional  and  legal  right  to  return. 
Only  by  an  exertion  of  sirbitrary  power,  itself  against  the 
Constitution  and  law,  and  consummated  by  militiiry  force,  I 
was  abducted  from  my  home  and  forced  into  banishment. 
The  assertion  or  insinuation  of  the  President  that  I  was  ar- 
rested ''because  laboring,  with  some  effect,  to  prevent  the 
raising  of  troops,  and  to  encom-age  desertions  from  the 
armj4, '  and  was  responsible  for  numerous  acts  of  resistance 
to  the  di'aft  and  to  the  aiTcst  of  deserters,  causing  "  assassi- 
nation, maiming,  and  murder,"  or  that  at  anj'  time,  in  any 
way.  I  had  disolieyed  or  failed  to  coimsel  obedience  to  the 
lawful  authoritj',  or  even  to  the  semblance  of  law,  is  abso- 
lutely false. 

I  appeal  for  the  proof  to  every  speech  I  ever  made  upon 
those  questions,  and  to  the  very  record  of  the  mock  Military 
Commission  by  the  trial  and  sentence  of  which  I  was  out- 
raged. No ;  the  sole  offence  then  laid  to  my  charge  was 
words  of  criticism  of  the  public  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion, addressed  to  open  and  public  political  meetings  of  my 
fellow-citizens  of  Ohio,  lawfully  and  peaceably  assembled. 
And  to-day,  my  only  "crime"  is,  that  in  the  way  which 
they  call  treason,  worship  I  the  Constitution  of  my  fathers. 
But  for  now  more  than  one  year,  no  public  man  has  been 
arrested,  and  no  newspaper  suppressed  within  the  States 
adhering  still  to  the  Union,  for  tho  expression  of  political 
opinion;  while  hundreds,  in  public  assembly  and  through 
the  press,  have,  with  a  license  and  violence  in  wliich  I  never 
indulged,  criticised  and  condemned  the  acts  and  policies  of 
the  Administration,  and  denounced  the  war,  maintaining 
even  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  tho  recognition  of 
southern  independence. 

Indorsed  by  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  freemen  of  tho 
Democratic  party  of  my  native  State  at  the  late  elections, 
and  still  with  tho  s>Tnpathy  and  support  of  millions  more, 
I  do  njt  mean  any  longer  to  be  the  only  man  of  that  party 
who  is  to  be  the  victim  of  arbitrary  power.  If  Abraham 
Lincoln  seeks  my  life,  let  him  so  decUu'e ;  l)ut  ho  shall  not 
again  restrain  me  of  my  personal  liberty  except  upon  "  due 
process  of  law."  The  unconstitutional  and  monstrous 
"Order  38,"  under  which  alono  I  was  arrested  tliirteen 
"montlia  ago,  was  defied  and  spit  upon  at  your  State 
convention  of  186-3,  by  the  gallant  gentleman  who  bore  the 
standard  as  your  candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  by 
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every  Democratic  press  and  public  speaker  ever  since.  It  is 
dead.  From  the  first  it  was  against  tlie  Constitution  and 
laws,  and  without  validity;  and  all  proceedin.^s  under  it 
were  and  are  utterly  null  and  void  and  of  no  elioct. 

The  indignant  voice  of  condemnation  long  since  went 
forth  from  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  and  presses  of 
America  and  from  all  free  countries  in  Europe  with  i-ntire 
unanimity.  And  more  recently,  too,  the  •'  platform"  of  an 
earnest,  numerous,  and  most  formidable  Convention  of 
the  sincere  Republicans,  and  still  fuctber,  tliu  emphatic 
letter  of  acceptance  by  the  candidate  of  that  Convention, 
Gen.  John  C.  Fremont,  the  first  candidate  also  of  the  Pie- 
publican  party  for  the  Presidency  eight  years  ago,  upon 
the  rallying  cry  of  "Free  speech  and  a  free  Press,"  give  re- 
nenewed  hope  that  at  hist  the  reign  of  arbitrary  power 
is  about  to  be  brought  to  an  end  iu  the  United  States.  It 
is  neither  just  nor  fit,  therefore,  that  the  wrongs  inllicted 
under  '•  Order  38,"  and  the  other  edicts  and  acts  of  such 
power,  should  be  any  longer  endured — certainly  not  by  me 
alone. 

But  every  ordinary  means  of  redress  has  first  been  ex- 
hausted: yet  tither  l>v  the  direct  agency  of  the  Adminis- 
tration and  its  subordinates,  or  through  its  induence  or 
intimidation,  or  because  of  want  of  jurisdiction  in  tlie  civil 
courts  which  no  American  in  former  times  conceived  to  be 
possible  here,  a  1  have  failed.  Counsel  applied  iumy  behalf 
to  an  unjust  judge  fur  the  writ  of  habeas  corxnis.  It  was 
denied;  and  now  the  privilege  of  that  writ  is  suspended  by 
act  of  Congress  and  Executive  order  in  every  State.  The 
Drtmocratio  Conventiou  of  Ohio,  one  year  ago,  by  a  resolu- 
tion formally  presented  through  a  committee  of  your  best 
and  ablest  men  in  person,  at  Washington,  demanded  of 
the  President,  in  behalf  of  a  very  large  minoricy  of  the 
people,  a  revocation  of  the  edict  of  banishment. 

Pretending  that  the  public  safety  then  required  it,  he 
refused ;  saying,  at  the  same  time,  that  "it  would  afford  him 
pleasure  to  comply  as  soon  as  he  could  by  any  means  be 
made  to  believe  that  the  public  safety  would  not  suffer  by 
it."  One  year  has  elapsed,  yet  this  hollow  pretence  is  still 
tacitly  asserted,  and  to-day  I  am  here  to  prove  it  unfounded 
in  fact.  I  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  and  because  Congress  had  never  confeiTcd  jurisdic- 
tion in  behalf  of  a  citizen  tried  by  a  tribunal  unknown  for 
Euch  purpose,  to  the  laws,  and  expressly  forbidden  by  the 
Constitution,  it  was  powerless  to  rech'ess  the  wrong.  The 
time  has,  therefore,  arrived,  when  it  becomes  me  as  a  citi- 
zen of  Ohio  and  of  the  United  States,  to  demand,  and,  by 
my  own  act,  to  vindicate  the  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges 
which  I  never  forfeited,  but  of  which,  for  so  many  months, 
I  have  been  deprived. 

Wherefore,  men  of  Ohio,  lam  again  in  your  midst  to-day. 
I  owe  duties  to  the  State,  and  am  hero  to  cUscharge  them. 
I  have  rights  as  a  citizen,  and  am  here  to  assert  them ;  a 
wife,  and  child,  and  home,  and  would  enjoy  all  the  pteas- 
ures  which  are  implied  in  those  cheerful  words.  But  I  am 
here  for  peace,  not  distiubance ;  for  qiuet  not  convulsion; 
for  order  and  law,  not  anarchy.  Let  no  man  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  begin  any  act  of  violence  or  disorder ;  but  let 
noue  shrink  from  any  responsibility,  howe\er  urgent,  if 
forced  upon  him.  Careful  of  the  rights  of  others,  let  him 
see  to  it  that  he  fully  and  fearlessly  exacts  Ids  own.  Sub- 
ject to  rightful  authority  in  all  things,  let  him  submit  to 
excess  or  usurpation  in  nothing.  Obedient  to  the  Consti- 
tion  and  law,  let  him  demand  and  have  the  full  measure  of 
protection  which  law  and  Constitution  secure  to  him. 

Men  of  Ohio :  You  have  already  vindicated  your  right  to 
hear ;  it  is  now  my  duty  to  assert  my  right  to  speak.  AV'herc- 
fore,  as  to  the  sole  offence  for  which  I  was  arrested,  impris- 
oned, and  banished — free  speech  in  criticism  and  condemna- 
tion of  the  Administration — an  Administration  fitly  descriljed 
in  a  recent  public  paper  by  one  of  its  early  supporters, 
"  marked  at  homo  by  disregard  of  constitutional  rights,  by 
its  nolation  of  personal  liberty  and  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
and,  as  its  crowning  shame,  by  its  abandomneut  of  the  right 
of  asylum,  a  right  especially  deiu-  to  all  free  nations  abroad," 
I  repeat  it  here  to-tlay,  and  ^^^ll  again  and  yet  again  so  long 
as  I  live,  or  the  Constitution  and  oiur  present  form  of  Gov- 
ernment shall  Elusive. 

The  words  then  spoken  and  the  appeal  at  that  time  made, 
and  :iow  enforced  by  one  year  more  of  taxation  and  debt, 
and  ofblood  and  (Usaster,  entreating  the  people  to  change  the 
public  servants  and  their  policy,  not  by  force,  but  peaceably, 
through  the  ballot,  1  now  and  here  reiterate  in  their  utmost 
extent,  and  with  all  their  significancy  I  repeat  them,  one 
and  all,  in  no  spirit  of  challenge  or  bravado,  but  as  earnest, 
solier,  solemn  truth  and  warning  to  the  people. 
Upon  ;xnother  subject  allow  me  hero  a  word: 
A  powerful,  widely-spread  and  very  dangerous  secret,  oath- 
bound  combination  among  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion, known  as  the  "  Loyal  Union  League,"  exists  iu  cverj' 
State,  yet  the  very  men  who  control  it  charge  persistently 
upon  the  members  of  the  Democratic  party,  that  they  have 
organized — especially  in  the  North  West — the  "Order  of 
Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,"  or  some  other  secret  society, 


treasonable  or  "disloyal"  in  its ch.Tracter, affiliated  with  the 
South,  and  for  the  purpose  of  armed  resistance  to  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  Governments.  Whether  any  such  ever  existed 
I  do  not  know;  but  the  charge  that  org.iniaations  of  that 
sort,  or  having  any  such  purpose,  do  now  exist  among  mem- 
bers of  that  piu-ty  in  Ohio  or  other  non-slaveholdiug  States, 
is  totally  and  positively  false. 

That  lawful  political  or  party  associations  have  been  es- 
tablished, having,  as  their  object,  the  organizing  and 
strengthening  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  its  success  iu 
the  coming  Presidential  election,  and  designed  as  a  counter- 
movement  to  the.  so-called  "  Union  Leagues,"  and, therefore, 
secret  in  their  proceedings,  is  very  probable,  and  however 
objectionable  hitherto,  and  in  ordinary  times,  I  recognize 
to  the  fullest  extent,  not  the  lawfulness  only,  but  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  such  organizations — for  '■  when  bad 
men  combine  good  men  must  associate."  But  they  are  no 
conspiracy  against  the  Goverument,  and  their  members 
are  not  conspirators,  but  patriots  ;  men  not  leagued  toge- 
ther for  the  overthrow  of  the  Constitution  or  the  laws,  and 
still  less,  of  liberty,  but  firmly  united  for  the  preservation 
and  support  of  these  greut  objects. 

There  is.  indeed,  a  •'  conspiracy"  very  powerful,  very  an- 
cient, and  I  trust  that  before  long  I  may  add,  strongly 
consolidated  also,  upon  soimd  principFes,  and  destined  yet 
to  be  triumphant — .a  conspiracy  known  as  the  Democratic 
party,  the  present  object  of  which  is  the  overthrow  of  the 
Administration  iu  November  next,  not  by  force  but  throu.  h 
the  ballot-box,  the  election  of  a  President  whoshall  bo  trtie 
to  his  oath,  to  Liberty  and  the  Constitution.  This  is  the 
sole  conspiracy  of  which  I  know  anything;  and  I  am 
proud  to  be  one  of  the  conspirators.  If  any  otlier  exist, 
looking  to  unlawful  armed  resistance  to  the  Federal  State 
authorities  anywhere,  in  the  e.xercise  of  their  legal  and 
constitutional  rights,  I  admonish  all  persons  concerneil, 
that  the  act  is  treason,  and  the  penalty  death. 

But  I  warn  also  the  men  in  power  that  there  is  avast  mul- 
titude, a  host  whom  they  cannot  number,  bound  together  by 
the  strongest  and  hohest  ties,  to  defend,  by  whatever  moana 
the  exigencies  of  the  times  shall  demand,  their  natm'al  and 
constitutional  rights  as  freemen,  at  all  hazards  and  to  the 
last  extremity.  ♦ 

Thi-ee  years  have  now  passed,  men  of  Ohio,  and  the  great 
issue — constitutional  liberty  and  free  popular  government — 
is  stOl  before  you.  To  you  I  again  commit  it,  confiilent  that 
in  tills,  the  time  of  their  greatest  peril,  you  will  be  fotmd 
worthy  of  the  ancestors  who  for  so  many  ages,  in  England 
and  America,  on  the  field,  in  prison,  and  upon  the  seaflbld, 
defended  them  against  tyrants  and  usurpers,  whether  in 
councils  or  in  arms. 

June  IT — He  is  reported  to  have  thus  spoken 
in  response  to  a  serenade,  in  Dayton  : 

My  Friends  :  I  greet  you  to-night  as  you  greet  me,  and  I 
can  truly  say,  that  from  this  demonstration  it  is  evident 
you  are  determined  to  support  those  principles  which  I  have 
advocated  and  have  suflered  for.  To  me,  tliis  demonstra- 
tion was  unexpected,  and  I  appear  only  to  make  my  renewed 
acknowledgment  to  you  for  this  continued  expression  of 
kindly  feeling. 

lie  would  make  no  threats,  but  he  did  not  come  from  a 
foreign  country  without  a  deliberate  calculation  of  the  cause 
and  the  consequences,  and  a  deliberate  preparation  to  meet 
them.  He  could  be  taken  by  any  duo  civil  process,  by  any 
crippled  constable,  but  without  that  no  force  could  do  it. 
Three  hundred  men,  armed  to  the  teeth,  would  not  again 
find  him  in  his  house  after  the  door  had  been  buttoned 
down,  but  they  wouId^ncZ  him  the  next  day  and  not  far  off, 
[immense  cheers,]  and  if  any  military  commander  of  the 
President  were  to  undertake  such  an  arrest  he  warned  them 
that  in  this  town  the  persons  and  property  of  those  insti- 
gating such  a  proceeding  would  be  held  as  hostage.  He 
should  urge  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  so 
help  him  ever  Living  Jehovah. 

lie  appeared,  not  to  speak  upon  questions  of  politics,  ha 
said,  nor  to  add  to  what  he  had  said  the  day  before. 

He  had  come,  he  said,  for  the  purpose  of  living  at  homo 
with  the  wife  of  his  bosom  and  his  cliild,  to  live  in  his  own 
home  from  which  ho  had  been  torn  thirteen  months  before, 
and  to  receive  in  quiet  the  calls  of  his  friends.  He  did  not 
expect  to  be  again  molested  unless  by  men  in  this  city,  and 
the  former  scenes  revived.  "  If  this  bo  done,"  he  said,  "  1 
warn  them  that  the  result  will  be  such  as  compared  to  it,  the 
other  was  but  dust  in  the  scale." 

lie  then  reviewed  his  personal  and  political  history  defy- 
ing any  person  to  show  wherein  he  had  merited  the  treat- 
ment he  had  received.  Ho  again  repeated  that  he  desired 
no  disturbance,  and  believed  there  would  be  uone.  Ho  did 
not  believe  there  would  be  any  attempt  to  lurest  him 
again,  but  should  there  be,  he  repeated  his  warning,  not,  its 
he  said,  in  a  spirit  of  bravado,  but  to  let  his  friends  know 
that  he  and  his  friends  were  prepared  for  any  emergency. 
Thifl  he  several  times  repeated. 
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He  then  announced  his  intention  of  beeping  his  mouth 
closed  until  after  the  Democratic  Convention  at  Chicago, 
when  he  would  make  his  purpose  known. 

CiNCi!WATi,  June  17. 
A  despatch  from  Daj^ton  to  the  Commercial  says :  "  There 
is  but  little  doubt  that  Vallandigham's  arrival  was  unex- 
pected to  his  friends.    Ilis  house  was  open  yesterday  and  a 
large  number  of  his  friends  called  on  liim." 

Vallandigham's  Return. 
A  Washington  dispatch  to  the  New  York  Herald  says : 
"A  key  to  the  policy  of  the  President  to  be  pursued  to- 
ward Vallandigham  has  been  recently  given  in  a  meeting 
between  the  Kentucky  delegation  in  Congress  and  Jlr.  Lin- 
coln relative  to  the  case  of  Colonel  Wolford.  This  ofiScer,  it 
will  be  remembered,  was  arrested  by  General  Burbridge 
and  sent  to- Washington,  where  he  has  since  remained,  re- 
porting daily  to  the  War  Department.  In  answer  to  the 
request  that  the  order  of  General  Burbridge  be  rescinded, 
the  President  replied  that  he  should  not  depart  from  the 
policy  before  pursued  concerning  Vallandigham.  Mr.  Mal- 
lory  remarked  that  the  Vallandigham  order  was  inoperative, 
that  individual  having  retmned  to  Ohio.  Mr.  Lincoln  re- 
pUed,  in  substance,  that  he  had  no  official  knowledge  of 
Vjil  andigham's  return,  and  that  w)ien  Mr.  Vallandigham 
made  his  presence  known  by  objectionable  acts,  the  Execu- 
tive would  be  prepared  to  act.  The  application  in  favor  of 
Colonel  Wolford  was  not  granted." 

SUSPENSION"  OP  THE  "WBIT  OF  HA- 
BEAS CORPUS. 
1861. 

April  27 — The  Peesident  issued  to  Lieut. 
General  Scott  this  order: 

You  are  engaged  in  suppressing  ah  insurrection  against 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  If  at  any  point  on  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  any  military  line  which  is  now  or  which  shall 
be  used  lietween  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  city  of 
Washington,  you  find  resistance  which  renders  it  necessary 
to  suspend  tho  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  the  pubiic  safety, 
you  personally,  or  through  the  officer  in  command,  at  the 
point  at  which  resistance  occurs,  are  authorized  to  suspend 
that  writ.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

July  2 — This  order  was  extended  to  the  mili- 
tary line  between  New  York  and  Washington. 

May  10 — The  President  issued  a  proclama- 
tion authorizing  the  commander  of  the  forces  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Florida  coast,  "if  he 
shall  find  it  necessary,  to  suspend  there  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  to  remove  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  United  States  fortresses  all  dan- 
gerous or  suspected  persons." 
1862. 
Washington,  September  24. 

Whereas,  it  has  become  necessary  to  call  into 
service,  not  only  volunteers,  but  also  portions 
of  the  militia  of  the  State  by  draft,  in  order  to 
suppress  the  insurrection  existing  in  the  United 
States,  and  disloyal  persons  are  not  adequately 
restrained  by  the  ordinary  processes  of  law  from 
hindering  this  measure,  and  from  giving  aid  and 
comfort  in  various  ways  to  the  insurrection : 
-    Now,  therefore,  be  it  ordered  : 

First.  That  during  the  existing  insurrection, 
and  as  a  necessary  measure  for  suppressing  the 
same,  all  rebels  and  insurgents,  their  aiders  and 
abettors,  within  the  United  States,  and  all  per- 
sons discouraging  volunteer  enlistments,  resist- 
ing military  drafts,  or  guilty  of  any  disloyal 
practice  aifording  aid  and  comfort  to  the  reb- 
els against  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  subject  to  martial  law,  and  liable  to 
trial  and  punishment  by  courts-martial  or  mili- 
tary commission. 

Second.  That  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  sus- 
pended in  respect  to  all  persons  arrested,  or  who 
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are  now,  or  hereafter  during  the  rebellion  shall 
be,  imprisoned  in  any  fort,  camp,  arsenal,  mili- 
tary prison,  or  other  place  of  confinement,  by 
any  military  authority,  or  by  the  sentence  of  any 
court-martial  or  militaiy  commission. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

1863. 

GENERAL    SUSPENSION    OP   THE   WRIT. 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
has  ordained  that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended  unless  when 
in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety 
may  require  it ;  and  whereas,  a  rebellion  was 
existing  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1863,  which 
rebellion  is  still  existing:  and  whereas  by  a 
statute  which  was  approved  on  that  day  it  was 
enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, that  during  the  present  insurrection  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  whenever  in  his 
judgment  the  public  safety  may  require,  is 
authorized  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  any  case  throughout  the 
United  States,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  whereas 
in  the  judgment  of  the  President  the  public 
safety  does  require  that  the  privilege  of  the  said 
writ  shall  now  be  suspended  throughout  the 
United  States  in  the  cases  where,  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  mili- 
tary, naval,  and  civil  officers  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  hold  persons  under  their  com- 
mand or  in  their  custody  either  as  prisoners  of 
war,  spies,  or  aiders  or  abettors  of  the  enemy,  or 
officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen  enrolled  or  drafted 
or  mustered  or  enlisted  in  or  belonging  to  the 
land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  as 
deserters  therefrom,  or  otherwise  amenable  to 
the  military  law  or  the  Rules  and  Articles  of 
War,  or  the  rules  or  regulations  prescribed  for 
the  military  or  naval  services  by  authority  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  for  re- 
sisting a  draft,  or  for  any  other  offence  against 
the  military  or  naval  service  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim 
and  make  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is 
suspended  throughout  the  United  States  in  the 
several  cases  before  mentioned,  and  that  this 
suspension  will  continue  throughout  the  dura- 
tion of  the  said  rebellion,  or  until  this  procla- 
mation shg,ll,  by  a  subsequent  one  to  be  issued 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  modi- 
fied or  revoked.  And  I  do  hereby  require  all 
magistrates,  attorneys,  and  other  civil  officers 
within  the  United  States,  and  all  officers  and 
others  in  the  military  and  naval  services  of  the 
United  States,  to  take  distinct  notice  of  this 
suspension,  and  to  give  it  full  effect,  and  all 


178 


ADMINISTRATION  OP  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


citizens  of  the  United  States  to  conduct  and 
govern  themselves  accordingly  and  in  conform- 
ity with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  laws  of  Congress  in  such  case  made 
and  provided. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed,  this  15th  day  of  September, 
1863,  and  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  eighty-eighth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

1864. 

SUSPENSION    OP   THE  WRIT    IN    KENTUCKY. 

Whereas,  by  a  proclamation  which  was  is- 
sued on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1861,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  announced  and  de- 
clared that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  had 
been  for  some  time  past,  and  then  were,  op- 
posed and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  in 
certain  States  therein  mentioned,  by  combina- 
tions too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  or- 
dinary course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by 
the  powers  vested  in  the  marshals  by  law  ;  and 
whereas,  immediately  after  the  issuing  of  the 
said  proclamation,  the  land  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States  were  put  into  activity  to  sup- 
press the  said  insurrection  and  rebellion ;  and 
whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by 
an  act  approved  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1863, 
did  enact  that  during  the  said  rebellion  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  whenever  in 
his  judgment  the  public  safety  may  require  it, 
is  authorized  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  any  case  throughout 
the  United  States,  or  in  any  part  thereof;  and 
whereas  the  said  insurrection  and  rebellion 
still  continue,  endangering  the  existence  of  the 
Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United 
States ;  and  whereas  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States  are  now  actively  engaged  in  sup- 
pressing the  said  insurrection  and  rebellion  in 
various  parts  of  the  States  where  the  said  re- 
bellion has  been  successful  in  obstructing  the 
laws  and  public  authorities,  especially  in  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Georgia; 

And  whereas,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember last,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
duly  issued  his  proclamation,  wherein  he  de- 
clared that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  should  be  suspended  throughout  the 
United  States  in  cases  where,  by  the  authority 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  military, 
naval,  and  civil  officers  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  hold  persons  under  their  com- 
mand or  in  their  custody,  either  as  prisoners  of 
war,  spies,  or  aiders  or  abettors  of  the  enemy, 
or  ofBcers,  soldiers,  or  seamen  enrolled  or  draft- 
ed or  mustered  or  enlisted  in  or  belonging  to 
the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  or 
as  deserters  therefrom,  or  otherwise  amenable 
to  military  law  or  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
or  the  rules  or  regulations  prescribed  for  the 
military  or  naval  service  by  authority  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  for  resisting 
a  draft,  or  for  any  other  offence  against  the 
military  or  naval  service ; 

And  whereas  many  citizens  of  the  State  of 


Kentucky  have  joined  the  forces  of  the  insur- 
gents, and  such  insurgents  have  on  several  oc- 
casions entered  the  said  State  of  Kentucky  in 
large  force,  and,  not  without  aid  and  comfort 
furnished  by  disaffected  and  disloyal  citizens  of 
the  United  States  residing  therein,  have  not 
only  greatly  disturbed  the  public  peace,  but 
have  overborne  the  civil  authorities  and  made 
flagrant  civil  war,  destroying  property  and  life 
in  various  parts  of  that  State  ; 

And  whereas  it  has  been  made  known  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  by  the  officers 
commanding  the  national  armies  that  combina- 
tions have  been  formed  in  the  said  State  of 
Kentucky  with  a  purpose  of  inciting  rebel 
forces  to  renew  the  said  operations  of  civil  war 
within  the  said  State,  and  thereby  to  embarass 
the  United  States  armies  now  operating  in  the 
said  States  of  Virginia  and  Georgia,  and  even 
to  endanger  their  safety: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  au- 
thority vested  in  me  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  do  hereby  declare  that,  in  my  judgment, 
the  public  safety  especially  requires  that  the 
suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  so  proclaimed  in  the  said  proclamation 
of  the  loth  of  September,  1863,  be  made  effec- 
tual and  be  duly  enforced  in  and  throughout 
the  said  State  of  Kentucky,  and  that  martial 
law  be  for  the  present  estaljlished  therein.  I 
do,  therefore,  hereby  require  of  the  military 
officers  in  the  said  State  that  the  privileges  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  effectually  sus- 
pended within  the  said  State,  according  to  the 
aforesaid  proclamation,  and  that  martial  law 
be  established  therein,  to  take  effect  from  the 
date  of  this  proclamation,  the  said  suspension 
and  establishment  <>f  martial  law  to  continue 
until  this  proclamation  shall  be  revoked  or 
modified,  but  not  beyond  the  period  when  the 
said  rebellion  shall  have  been  suppressed  or 
come  to  an  end.  And  I  do  hereby  require  and 
command,  as  well  all  military  officers  as  all  civil 
officers  and  authorities  existing  or  found  within 
the  said  State  of  Kentucky,  to  take  notice  of 
this  proclamation  and  to  give  full  effect  to  the 
same. 

The  martial  law  herein  proclaimed,  and  the 
things  in  that  respect  herein  ordered,  will  not 
be  deemed  or  taken  to  interfere  with  the  hold- 
ing of  lawful  elections,  or  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  constitutional  Legislature  of  Kentucky, 
or  with  the  administration  of  justice  in  the 
courts  of  law  existing  therein  between  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  suits  or  proceedings 
which  do  not  affect  the  military  operations  or 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  5th  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1864,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-ninth, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

The   Military   Governors,    appointed   by  tho 
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President,  were  clothef^  with  like  power.    This 
is  the  letter  of  appointmeut : 

War  DEPARTsrENT, 
■Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  19, 1862. 

Sir:  Ton  are  hereby  appointed  military  governor  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  \vith  authority  to  exercise  and 
perform  witliin  the  limits  of  that  State  all  and  siuOTlar  the 
powers,  duties,  and  functions  pertaining  to  the  office  of  mih- 
tary  governor,  (including  the  power  to  establish  all  neces- 
Barj' offices  and  tribun:,ls,  and  suspend  the  writ  of  Aaftcas 
COT7>!/s,)  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  or  until  the 
loyal  inhabitants  of  that  fjtate  shall  organize  a  civil  gov- 
ernment in  conformity  with  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secyttary  of  War. 

Note. — Major  General  McOleilan  authorized  General 
Banks  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  if  necessary  in 
carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  firmer  for  the  arrest  of 
certain  members  of  the  Maryland  Legislature  in  October, 
1861.     (See  "Military  Orders  respecting  Elections.") 

ACTION"    OF    CONGRESS. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1861,  July  29— Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  back  the  me- 
morial of  Charles  Howard  and  others,  Police 
Commissioners  of  Baltimore,  arrested  and  con- 
fined as  prisoners  in  Fort  McHenry,  and  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  subject,  the  Com- 
mittee being  of  opinion  that  no  legislation  by 
Congress  is  practicable  with  reference  to  the 
matter  set  forth  in  the  memorial.* 

Mr.  Bayard  proposed  to  amend  the  report 
by  substituting : 

Sesoli-cd,  That  the  members  of  the  police  board  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore  ought  to  be  either  surrendered  to  the  ci\il 
authorities  on  some  charge  sufficient  in  law  for  their  arrest 
and  detention,  or  be  discharged  from  confinement  at  Fort 
McHenry,  and  suffered  to  resume  their  official  functions. 

Resolved,  That  the  conti-ol  of  the  municipal  pohce  of  Bal- 
timore ought  to  be  restored  to  those  civil  officers  to  whom, 
by  the  laws  of  Maryland,  it  is  intrusted. 

Resolved,  That  George  P.  Kane,  marshal  of  police  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  ought  either  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
civil  authorities  on  some  charge  sufficient  in  law  to  hold 
him  in  custody,  or  be  discharged  from  confinement  iu  i'ort 
McHenry. 

The  subject  was  postponed. 

Aug.  6 — Mr.  Powell  proposed  in  the  Senate 
a  resolution  similar  to  Mr.  May's  in  the  House, 
but  the  motion  to  take  it  up  was  lost — yeas  7, 
nays  33.  The  seven  were  Messrs.  Breckinridge, 
Bright,  Johnson  of  Missouri,  Latham,  Polk, 
Powell,  Saulsbury. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1861,  July  31— Mr.  May  offered  this  resolu- 
tion : 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  TJnited  States  declares 
that  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  sup- 
ported by  oath  or  affirmation ;  that  no  citizen  shall  be  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  without  due  process  of  law ;  and  that 
the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  a  speedy  trial  by  ajui-y 
of  the  district  where  the  offence  was  commiited:  and 
whereas  Charles  Howard,  WilUam  H.  Gatchell,  and  John 
W.  Davis,  citizens  of  Baltimore,  iu  the  State  of  Maryland, 
were,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1861,  seized  without  warrant, 
and  without  any  process  of  law  whatever,  by  a  body  of 
Boldiers  from  tlio  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  order  of 
Major  General  Banks,  alleged  to  have  been  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  orders  issued  from  the  headriuarters  of  the  Army 
at  Washington,  and  were  removed  by  force  and  against  their 
will  from  their  homes  to  Fort  McHenry,  where  they  have 
ever  since  been,  and  now  are,  confined  as  prisoners;  and 
whereas  the  said  military  officer,  \vithout  warrant  or  au- 
thority of  law,  superceded  and  suspended  the  official  func- 
tions of  the  said  Charles  Howard  and  others,  members  of  the 
board  of  police  of  Baltimore :  and  whereas,  since  their  said 
arrest,  a  grand  jury  attending  the  United  States  district 

*  For  further  facts,  see  "  The  Conspiracy    of   Distinion." 


court  in  Baltimore,  and  selected  and  summoned  by  a  mar- 
slial  appointed  by  the  present  Execunve  of  the  United 
Si.ates,  having  jurisdiction  in  the  premises,  and  having  fiUly 
investigated  all  cases  of  alleged  violation  of  law,  has  finally 
adjourned  its  session  without  finding  any  presentment  or 
indictment  or  other  proceeding  against  "thom,  or  either  of 
them,  and  the  President  of  the  United  .States,  being  re- 
quested by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
communicate  the  grounds,  reasons  and  evidence  for  their 
arrest  and  imprisormient,  has  declined  so  to  do.  because  he 
is  advised  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  public  interests : 
and  whereas,  since  those  proceedings,  the  sai  1  citizens,  with 
others,  have  been,  by  force  and  against  their  wills,  trans- 
fen-ed  by  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  beyond  the  State  of  Maryland  and  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  court  which  it  is  their  constitutional  right  to  claim,  and 
are  to  be  subjected  to  an  indefinite,  a  hopeless,  and  cruel 
imprisonment  in  some  fort  or  mihtary  place,  unfit  for  the 
confinement  of  the  citizen,  at  a  remote  distance  from  their 
famiUcs  and  friends,  and  this  without  any  accusation,  inves- 
tigation, or  trial  whatever :  and  whereas  the  constitutional 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  haheas  corpus  hag  been  treated  with 
contempt,  and  a  military  officer  (the  predecessor  of  General 
Banks)  has  taken  upon  himself  the  responsibiUty  of  wilful 
disobedience  to  the  wTit,  and  the  privilege  of"  the  same 
now  continues  suspended,  thereby  suljordinating  the  civil  to 
the  military  power,  thus  violating  and  overthrowing  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  setting  up  in  its  stead 
a  military  despotism :  and  whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  regards  the  acts  aforesaid  as  clear  .and  palpable  vio- 
lations of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  states,  and  de- 
structive to  the  liberties  of  a  free  people :  Therefore, 

Eisolved,  That  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Charles 
Howard,  William  H.  Gatchell,  and  John  W.  Davis,  and 
others,  without  warrant  ami  process  of  law,  is  flagrantly 
unconstitutional  and  illegal ;  and  they  should,  without  de- 
lay, be  released,  or  their  case  remitted  "to  the  proper  judicial 
tribunals,  to  be  lawfully  heard  and  determined. 

Ruled  out  of  order  under  the  rule  regulating 
the  business  of  the  session. 

Second  Session.  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 
1861,   Dec.    16— Mr.   Trumbull    offered   the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  Senate  whether,  in  the  loyal  States  of  the  Union, 
any  person  or  persons  have  been  arrested  and  imprisoned, 
and  are  now  held  in  confinement  by  orders  from  him  or  his 
Department;  and  if  so,  under  what  law  said  arrests  have 
been  made,  and  said  persons  imprisoned. 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee— yeas  25,  nays  17,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
IlaiTis,  Howe,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  King,  Lane  of  IncUana, 
Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Wade,  Wilson — 25. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bright,  Carlile,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Kennedy,  Latham,  McDougall,  Nesmith,  Pearce, 
Powell,  Saulsbury,  Thomson,  Tnmibull,  Wilkinson,  Wil- 
ley-17. 

1861,  December  23 — Mr.  King  offered  thi? 
resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  pro- 
ceedings to  be  instituted  in  the  courts  of  law  against  per- 
sons who  have  been  arrested  by  executive  authority  or 
order  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  present  insmrection. 
and  who  are  now  detained  in  custody,  so  that  a  judicial 
examination  m.ay  be  had  in  each  case  to  ascertain  who,  if 
any  of  tliem,  m.ay  bo  allowed  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States,  and  be  discharged,  and  who  shall  be 
detwned  for  a  further  examination  or  bo  prosecuted  for 
treason  or  other  crime;  and  to  communicate  the  names  of 
all  persons  that  have  been  so  arrested,  and  the  date  of  arrest, 
to  the  Senate. 

case  op  general  CHARLES  P.  STONE. 

1862,  April  11— Mr.  McDouqall  offered  this 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  W.ar  be  requested  to  in- 
form the  Senate  at  once  on  the  following  points,  namely: 
1.  Whether  or  not  Brigadier  General  Charles  P.  Stone  has 
been  arrested  by  any  person  in  authority  in  the  War  De- 
partment or  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  and  if  ho  haa 
been  so  arrested,  from  whom  the  order  for  General  Stone'g 
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arrest  originallyproceeded — ^whether  the  Secretary  himself 
or  the  general  then  commanding  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 
2.  Also,  whether  at  the  time  of  such  arrest  General  Stone 
was  not  subject  to  the  Articles  of  A'V  ar,  and  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  them;  and  if  ho  was  so  subject  and  entitled, 
whether  or  not  he  was  arrested  for  a  violation  of  any  and 
which  of  those  articles;  and  on  whose  complaint  General 
Stone  was  aiTcsted,aud  by  whom,  if  by  any  persons,  charges 
have  been  preferred  against  him;  and  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  bo  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  speci- 
fications under  such  charges  as  fully  as  his  present  infor- 
mation will  enable  him  to  state  them.  3.  Also,  whetlier 
any,  and  if  any,  what,  steps  have  been  taken  toward  the 
preparation  of  such  charges  and  specifications;  and  if  any 
such  steps  have  been  so  taken,  whether  or  not  the  prose- 
cution of  the  matter  has  been  intrusted  to  the  judge  advo- 
cate general  of  the  Army,  or  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
or  to  some  other,  and  what  other,  special  judge  advocate; 
and  if  not  to  either  of  said  judges  advocate  general,  why 
the  case  of  General  Stone  did  not  take  the  customary  course 
when  a  general  olBcer  is  arrested,  and  whether  or  not  either 
of  the  judges  advocate  above  specially  named  has  been,  and 
when  iiist,  consulted  in  this  matter.  4.  Also,  whether  or 
not  General  Stone  lias  at  any  time,  and  when,  and  how 
often,  in  person  or  by  counsel,  applied  for  an  immediate  trial; 
and  whether  he  has  not  represented  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
the  injustice  which  ho  supposed  would  result  to  him  from 
defeiTing  his  trial  by  reason  of  the  death  of  important  wit- 
nesses in  any  manner  connected  with  the  administration  of 
his  late  command  upon  the  Potomac ;  and  wliat  answer,  if 
any,  has  been  made  to  such  representation  by  or  on  behalf 
of  General  Stone.  5.  Also,  whethei  or  not  the  substance 
of  said  charges,  more  or  less,  has  been  in  any,  and  what 
way,  and  upon  whoso  application,  communicated  to  Gen- 
eral Stone;  and  if  not,  why  not;  and  if  not,  whether  or  not 
General  Stone  has  applied  directly  or  indirectly  for  such 
charges.  6.  Also,  whether  any,  and  what,  privileges  have 
inured  to  General  Stone  under  the  Articles  of  War  Nos. 
74,  79,  80,  and  82,  and  New.  221  and  220  of  the  Revised  Reg- 
ulations of  the  Army,  and  what  degree  of  confinement 
was  originally  ordered  in  reference  to  General  Stone,  and 
whether  any  and  what  change  has  been  made,  and  when, 
frnm  its  original  severit}-.  7.  Also,  if  General  Stone  was 
not  arrested  for  some  alleged  violation  of  the  Articles  of 
War,  upon  what  pretence  is  he  kept  in  close  custody. 

April  22 — On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  res- 
olution was  amended  so  as  to  read  thus,  and 
passed  : 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
communieate  to  the  Senate  any  information  touching  the 
arrest  and  Imprisonment  of  Brigadier  General  Stone,  not 
deemed  incompatible  with  the  public  interest. 

May  2 — The  President  transmitted  this  mes- 
sage in  reply : 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washixgion,  May  1, 1862. 
To  the  Senate  op  the  United  States  : 

In  answer  to  this  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
Brigacher  General  Stone,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  he 
was  arrested  and  imprisoned  under  my  general  authority, 
and  upon  evidence  which,  whether  he  be  guilty  or  inno- 
cent, required,  as  appears  to  me,  such  proceedings  to  bo  had 
against  him  for  the  public  safety.  I  deem  it  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  as  also,  perhaps,  unjust  to  General 
Stone,  to  make  a  more  particular  statement  of  the  evidence. 

He  has  not  been  tried  because,  in  the  state  of  mil^tiiry 
operations  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  and  since,  the  officers  to 
constitute  a  court-martial  and  for  witnesses  could  not  be 
withdrawn  from  duty  without  serious  injury  to  the  service. 
He  will  be  allowed  a  trial  without  any  unnecessary  delay; 
the  charges  and  specifications  will  be  fm-nished  him  in  due 
season,  and  every  facility  for  his  defence  will  be  afforded 
him  by  the  War  Department. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

1862,  May  14— Mr.  Powell  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  Senate,  how  many  citizens  of  Kentucky  have  been 
arrested  and  confined  outside  the  limits  of  the  State  by  his 
order  since  1st  September  last,  and  state  the  names  of  such 
citizens,  places  ^here  imprisoned,  and  how  long  confined, 
and  also  the  number  and  names  of  persons  released  and 
where  imprisoned. 

Mr.  Sumner  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests,  any  information  in  his  possession 


touching  the  arrest  of  persons  in  Kentucky  since  the  Ist  of 
September,  1861,  and  their  imprisonment  beyond  the  limits 
of  that  State. 

Which  was  adopted — yeas  30,  nays  T,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col« 
lamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  WUmot, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wric/ht—SO. 

Nats — Messrs.  Davis,  McDougall,Nesmith,  Powell,  Saul9- 
bury,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 7. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1861,  December  10 — Mr.  Bingham,  from  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  Messrs.  Howard,  Gatchell,  and  Davis,  Police 
Commissioners  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Pendleton  moved  to  recommit  the  report, 
with  these  instructions : 

ResolverJ,  That  the  Congress  alone  has  the  power,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  suspend  the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ;  that  the  exercise  of  that 
power  by  any  other  department  of  the  Government  is  a 
usurpation,  and  therefore  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people:  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  deliver  Charles 
Howard,  William  H.  Gatchell,  and  John  W.  Davis  to  the 
custody  of  the  marshal  of  the  proper  district,  if  they  are 
charged  with  any  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  indicted,  and  "  enjoy  the 
right  of  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  ol 
the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  "  is  alleged  to  have 
been  committed. 

Mr.  Bingham  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sublet 
on  the  table,  whi'ch  was  agreed  to — yeas  108, 
nays  26,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Babbitt,  Goldsmith 
F.  Bailey,  Baker,  Baxter,  Beuman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Burnham, 
Calvert,  Campbell,  Cliamberlain,  Clark,  Cobb,  Colfax,  Frede- 
rick A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Coukling,  Cravens,  Davis,  Dawes, 
Delano,  Di ven,  Duel],  Dunlap,  Dunn,  Edgcrton,  Edwards,  El- 
iot, English,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank,  Goodwin, 
Granger,  Grider,  naight.  Hale,  Hauchett,  Harrison,  Hnlman, 
Hooper,  Horton,  Hutchins,  .luUan,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kel- 
logg, William  Kellogg,  Killinger,  Lansing,  Law,  Loomis, 
Lovejoy,  McPherson,  Jia/fcrv,  Maynard,  J/e«2ie«,  Moorhead, 
Anson  P.  Merrill,  Jnstin  S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Noell,  Olin,  Pat- 
ton,  T.  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Potter,  Alexander 
H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick, 
Shanks,  Sheffield,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  SlOAn.  Smith,  Ste- 
vens, Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas.  Francis  Thomas,  Train, 
Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Upton,  Van  Horn,  Van  Wyck,  Verree, 
Wall,  Wallace,  Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Wa'lton,  Wash- 
burne,  Wheeler,  /  Ibert  S.  ^Vhite,  Wilson,  Woodruff,  Wor- 
cester, Wright— WS. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph Saily,  Biddle,  George 
H.  Browne,  William  G.  Brown,  Cooper,  Foulce,  Harding, 
Johnson,  Jazear,  May,  Mnrris,  NobU,  Norton,  Pendleton, 
Perry,  Robinson,  Shiel,  John  B.  Stejile,  William  G.  Steele, 
Vallandigham,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wick- 
Uffe—26. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1862,  December  2 — Mr.  Powell,  offered  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  the  number  and  the  names  of  citizens  of  Kentucky 
who  have  been,  and  who  are  now  confined  in  the  military 
prisons  and  camps  of  the  United  States,  outside  the  limits 
of  said  State;  what  are  the  charges  against  them,  by  whom 
made,  and  by  whose  order  the  aiTcsts  were  made. 

December  5 — Mr.  Clark  offered  an  amend- 
ment:  to  insert  the  words  "if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  service;"  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  resolution  as  amended  was  adoi)ted. 

December  16 — Mr.  Saulsbury  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 
Risolved,  That  the  SecreUiry  of  War  be  and  is  hf  reby  dl« 
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rected  to  inform  the  Senate  -whether  Dr.  John  Law  and 
Whiteley  MeEcditli,  or  either  of  them,  citizens  of.the  State 
of  Delaware,  have  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  Fort 
Delaware;  whenthey  were  arrested  and  so  imprisoned;  the 
charges  against  them ;  by  whom  made;  by  what  orders  they 
were  arrested  and  imprisoned;  and  that  he  communicate  to 
the  Senate  all  papers  relating  to  their  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment. 

Which  was  laid  upon  the  table— yeas  29, 
nays  13,  as  follows  : 

Teas  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Browning,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Field,  Foot, 
roster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  King, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  WUmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wright 
—29. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Harding, 
Henderson,  Kennedy,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Rice,  Saulshury, 
Willey,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 13. 

December  3 — Mr.  Powell  offered  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution  : 

Whereas,  many  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  been 
eeized  by  persons  acting,  or  pretending  to  be  acting,  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  have  been  carried 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States  of  their  residence  and 
Imprisoned  in  the  niilitary  prisons  and  camps  of  the  United 
States  without  any  public  charge  being  preferred  against 
them,  and  without  any  opportunity  being  allowed  to  learn 
or  disprove  the  charges  made  or  alleged  to  be  made  against 
them ;  and  whereas,  it  is  the  sacred  riglit  of  every  citizen 
that  he  shall  not  be  deprived  of  liberty  without  due  process 
of  law,  and  when  arrested  shall  have  a  speedy  and  public 
trial  by  an  imjiartial  jury  :  Therefore 

J3e  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
all  such  arrests  are  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  a  usurpation  of  power  never 

f'ven  by  the  people  to  the  President  or  any  other  oificial. 
11  such  arrests  are  hereby  condemned  and  declared  palpa- 
ble violations  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
it  is  hereby  demanded  that  all  such  arrests  shall  hereafter 
cease,  and  that  all  persons  so  arrested  and  yet  hold  should 
haTB  a  prompt  and  speedy  public  trial  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  or  should  be  immediately  re- 
leased. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

1863,  P^ebruary  26 — Mr.  Powell  offered  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  in" 
Testigate  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Gilbert,  who,  in  command 
of  a  regiment  of  United  States  soldiers,  dispersed  a  Demo- 
cratic C'lnvention  of  peaceable  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, assembled  at  the  capital  of  that  State,  on  the  ISth  of 
February,  1SG3,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  candidates 
for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  and  other  State  offi- 
cers. That  said  committee  investigate  all  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  aforesaid  action  of  Colonel  Gilbert  and  the 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command  ;  and  the  said  com- 
mittee are  hereby  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
to  examine  witnesses,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  ad- 
minister oaths  to  witnesses;  and  that  said  committee  be 
authorized  to  hold  sessions  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  or 
elsewhere,  and  to  employ  a  reporter  to  take  down  testi- 
mony ;  and  that  they  report,  &c. 

March  3 — The  Senate  refused  to  take  up  the 
resolution — yeas  10,  nays  25,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Latham,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Wall,  Wilson  of  Mis- 
souri— 10. 

"Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Clark,  Collamer,  Dixon, 
Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Hicks,  Howe,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Mice,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of 
Ma£sacbusett8 — 25. 

THE  CASE  OF   M.UIISON  T.  JOHNSON. 

Feb.  2 — Mr.  Richakdson  offered  this  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  in- 
Testigate  the  facts  in  reterence  to  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment of  Madison  Y.  Johnson,  and  that  said  committee  have 
tlie  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  examine  wit- 
nesses under  oath,  and  administer  oaths  to  said  witnesses. 

The  memorial  of  Madison  Y.  Johnson  was 
read  when  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  to 


lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table  ;  which  was 
agreed  to — yeas  22,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Fessen- 
den, Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hicks, 
Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Sumner,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Harding,  Hender- 
son. Kennedy,  Latham,  McDougall,  Powell,  Rice,  Richardson, 
Saulsbury,  Turpie,  Wall,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 16. 

IN  HOUSE. 
'1862,  Dec.   1— Mr.  Cox  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution : 

Whereas,  many  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  beer 
seized  by  persons  acting,  or  pretending  to  be  acting,  undei 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  have  been  carrie<' 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States  of  their  residence,  anc 
imprisoned  in  the  military  piisons  and  camps  of  the  Unitei! 
States,  without  any  ijublic  charge  being  preferred  against 
them,  and  without  any  opportunity  being  allowed  to  leari 
or  disprove  the  charges  made,  or  alleged  to  be  made,  agams* 
them :  and  whereas,  such  arrests  have  been  made  in  States 
where  there  was  no  insurrection  or  rebellion,  or  pretence 
thereof,  or  any  other  obstruction  against  the  authority  of 
the  Government:  and  whereas,  it  is  the  sacred' right  of 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  that  he  shall  not  be  de- 
prived of  liberty  without  due  process  of  law,  and  when  ar- 
rested, that  ho  shall  have  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  his  countrymen :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  do  hereby 
condemn  all  such  aiTests  as  unwarranted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  as  a  usurpation  of 
power  never  given  up  by  the  people  to  their  rulers,  and  do 
hereby  demand  that  all  such  arrests  shall  hereafter  cease, 
and  that  all  persons  so  arrested  and  yet  held  should  have  a 
prompt  and  public  trial,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table— yeas  80,  nays 
40.     The  Nays  were  : 

Messrs.  AncoTia,  Baily,  Biddle,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  CaU 
vert,  Corning,  Cox,  Crittenden,  English,  Fouke,  Granger, 
Grider,  Haight,  Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  Knapp,Laiv,  Let/- 
zear,  Menzies,  Morris,  Noble,  Norton,  Nugen,  Odell,  Price, 
Richardson,  Sheffield,  Shiel,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Stiles,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis  Tliomas,  FaJ- 
landigham.  Ward,  CldUon  A.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wright, 
Teaman — 10. 

December  1 — Mr.  Richaedson  offered  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House  what  citizens  of  Illinois  are 
now  confined  in  the  Forts  Warren,  Lafayette,  and  Delaware, 
or  the  Old  Capitol  prison,  and  any  other  forts  or  places  of 
confinement ;  what  the  charges  are  against  said  persons ; 
also  the  places  where  they  were  aiTested.  That  the  Presi- 
dent be  further  requested  to  inform  this  House  of  the  names 
of  the  persons  that  have  been  arrested  in  Illinois  and  taken 
to  and  confined  in  prisons  outside  of  the  limits  of  said  State, 
and  who  have  been  released,  what  were  the  charges  against 
each  of  them,  by  whom  the  charges  were  made,  also  by 
whose  order  said  arrests  were  made,  and  the  authority  of 
law  for  such  arrests. 

Which  was  laid  upon  the  table — yeas  74, 
nays  40.     The  Nays  were — 

Messrs.  Ancona,  Baily,  Biddle,  Calvert,  Roscoe  Conkling, 
Conway,  Corning,  Cox,  Crittenden,  Dunn,  English,  Fouke, 
Granger,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  William  Kellogg, 
Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Menzies,  Morris,  Noble,  Nor- 
ton, Nugen,  Odell,  Porter,  Price,  Richardson,  Shiel,  John  B. 
Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  FaJ- 
landigham.  Ward,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wright — 40. 

Dec.  22 — Mr.  May  offered  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  House  a  copy  of  an  order  which,  on  or 
about  the  2Sth  of  November,  1861,  he  caused  to  be  read  to 
State  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  whereby  they  were 
forbidden  to  employ  counsel  in  their  behalf,  and  informed 
that  such  employment  of  counsel  would  bo  regarded  by  the 
Government  and  by  the  State  Department  as  a  reason  for 
prolonging  the  term  of  their  imprisonment. 

Which   was  laid   upon   the   table — yeas  63, 
nays  48.     The  Nays  were — 
Messrs.  WiUiam  Allen,  WUliam,  J.  AUm,  Ancona,  BiddU^ 
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Burnham,  Calvert,  Clements,  Cnhb,  Cnx,  Cravens,  Crittenden, 
Iiuun,  English,  Grangor,  Gridi-r,  Half,  Harding,  Johnson, 
AVilliaui  KollofTfr,  Kerrigan,  Kixipp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary, 
Mil  II.  Morris,  Noble,  Nnrtmi,  iXm/en,  I'mdleton,  Price,  Rob- 
in/on, Jumns  S.  li'nllitis.  Sliiel,  Smith,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas, 
Francis  Thomas,  \'(illun(lii/liam,  Vihhard,  Voorhees,  Wads- 
wnrtti,  Want.  Vhiltnn  A.  White,  Wickliffe,  Woodruff,  Wor- 
cester, Wright,  I'eaman — iS. 

December  15 — Mr.  Pendleton  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Eesohed,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  this 
House,  if  in  his  opinion  not  inconsistent  with  the  public 
interest,  whetlier  in  any  oath  of  allegiance  or  parole  re- 
quired to  be  taken  by  any  prisoner  held  in  custody  as  a  so- 
called  political  prisoner,  there  has  been  inserted  a  clause  to 
the  effect  that  he  should  not  bring  suit  for  the  recovery  of 
damages  for  such  imprisonment,  or  that  he  should  not  op- 
pose, by  speech  or  otherwise,  the  war  measures  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  following 
vote — yeas  77,  nays  43. 

March  3 — Mr.  Mat  offered  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  that  Major  General  Schenck, 
commanding  the  forces  of  the  United  States  stationed  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  has  ordered,  as  a  condition  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God  by  certain  religious 
societies  or  congx'egations  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  that 
city,  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  shall  be  conspicu- 
ously displayed  at  the  time  and  place  of  such  worship:  and 
whereas  the  said  order  is  a  plain  violation  of  the  inalien- 
able right  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  every 
one's  conscience,  as  it  is  asserted  by  the  said  congregations, 
and  also  by  our  declarations  of  fundamental  rights  and  se- 
cured by  our  State  and  Federal  Constitutions :  and  whereas 
a  minister  of  the  said  congregation,  the  Rev.  John  H.  Dash- 
iell,  having,  on  Monday,  the  15th  ultimo,  removed  the  said 
flag  from  lais  own  premises,  which  was  also  the  place  of 
worship  of  one  of  said  congregations,  where  the  said  flag 
had  been  placed  surreptitiously  by  some  evil-minded  per- 
son, and  for  so  doing  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  said  Gen- 
eral Schenck  and  held  as  a  prisoner :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be,  and 
hereby  is,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  allegations  afore- 
said, and  ascertain  by  what  authority  the  said  General 
Schenck  exercises  a  power  to  regulate  or  interfere  with  the 
privileges  of  divine  worship,  and  also  to  arrest  and  detain 
as  a  prisoner  the  said  minister  of  the  Gospel,  as  aforesaid ; 
and,  further,  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
ujjon  the  same  at  an  early  day. 

The  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
get  the  resolution  before  the  House — ayes  28, 
noes  79,  (yeas  and  nays  not  called  ) 

I'irst  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

1863,  December  17 — Mr.  Harrington  offered 
this  resolution  : 

Whereas  the  Constitution,  of  the  United  States  Carticle 
one,  section  nine)  provides:  "The  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
fiabeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases 
of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it:" 
and  whereas  such  provision  is  contained  in  the  portion  of 
the  Constitution  defining  legislative  powers,  and  not  in  the 
provisions  defining  executive  power;  and  whereas  the 
Constitution  (article  four  of  Amendments)  further  provides: 
"The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons, 
houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches 
and  seizures,  sl)all  not  be  violated,"  <fec. ;  and  whereas  the 
Thirty-Seventh  Congress  did,  by  act,  claim  to  confer  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  power,  at  his  will 
and  pleasure,  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  throughout  the  United  States,  without  limitations 
or  conditions;  and  whereas  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  proclamation,  has  assumed  to  suspend  such  priv- 
ileges of  the  citizen  in  the  loyal  States;  and  whereaa  the 
people  of  such  States  have  been  subjected  to  arbitrary  ar- 
rests without  process  of  law,  and  to  unreasonable  search 
and  seizures,  and  have  been  denied  the  right  to  a  speedy 
trial  and  investif^atiou,  and  have  languished  in  prisons  at 
the  arbitrary  pleasure  of  the  Chief  Executive  and  his  mili- 
tary subordinates :  Now,  therefore. 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  That  no  power  is  delegated  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  either  to  the  legislative  or  executive 
power,  to  suspend  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
la  any  State  loyal  to  the  Constitution  and  Government  not 


invaded,  and  in  which  the  civil  and  judicial  powers  are  in 
full  operation. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  power  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  delegate  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  authority  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  imprison  at  his  pleasure,  vrithout  process  of  law 
or  trial,  the  citizens  of  the  loyal  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  assumption  of  the  right  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  such 
loyal  States  of  the  benefits  of  the  writ  ot  habeas  corpus, 
and  to  imprison  them  at  his  pleasure,  without  process  of 
law,  is  unworthy  the  progress  of  the  age,  is  consistent  only 
Avith  a  despotic  power  unlimited  by  constitutional  obliga- 
tions, and  is  wholly  subversive  of  the  elementary  principles 
of  freedom,  upon  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  several  States  is  based. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  this  IlOuse  protecting  the  right* 
of  the  citizens  in  the  loyal  States,  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  foregoing  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Which  was  negatived — yeas  67,  nays  90,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Brown,  Chanter,  Cof- 
froth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  El- 
dridge,  English,  Mncic,  Ganson,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding, 
Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Long, 
Mallory,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Middle- 
ton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Mon-ris,  Morrison,  Nelson, 
Noble,  Odell,John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Radford,  Sam- 
uel J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele, 
William  6.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  Wads- 
wo)-th.  Ward,  Wheeler,  ChiUon  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White, 
WinJuM,  Wood— 07. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  JJeaman,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Brandegee, 
Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Cto.v,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Uenry  Winter  Davis, 
Thomas  T.  Bavis,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont, 
Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch, 
Grinnell,  Hale,  Higby,  Hooper,  Uotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hub- 
bard, John  II.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes,  Juhan,  Kasson, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Long- 
year,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel 
F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perham,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Kandall,  Alexander  II.  Rice, 
John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shan- 
non, Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood- 
bridge— 90. 

1864,  February  29 — Mr.  Pendleton  offered 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  (as  the  sense  of  this  House,)  That  the  military 
arrest,  without  civil  warrant,  and  trial  by  military  com- 
mission without  jury,  of  Clement  L.  Vallantligham,  a  citizen 
of  Ohio,  not  iu  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States 
or  the  militia  in  actual  service,  by  order  of  Major  General 
Burnside,  and  his  subsequent  banishment  by  order  of  the 
President,  executed  by  military  force,  were  acts  of  mere 
arbitrary  power,  in  palpable  violation  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Which  the  House  refused  to  table — yeas  33, 
nays  84,  and  then  rejected — yeas  47,  nays  77, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C.Bald- 
win, Brooks,  Chanter,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denism, 
Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Ganson,  Harding,  Harrington,  Her- 
rick, Holman,  Hutchins,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Long, 
Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrison, 
Nelson,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Radford,  Samuel  J. 
Randall,  Rogers,  Ross,  Scott,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Stej>le,  Wil- 
liam G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  Wil- 
liam H.  Wadsivorth,  Chilton  A.  White,  Winfidd^-Al . 

Nats — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Baily,  i 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Francis  P.  Blair,  ir..  Blow,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Clay,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Ilemy  Winter  Davis,  Dawes, 
Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs.  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Farnsworth,  Frank,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Higby,  Hooper;  Hotch- 
kiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbaid,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan, 
Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Moorhead,  Monill,  Daniel  Mor- 
ns, Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill, 
Patterson,  Perham,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall, 
John  H.  Rice,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers, 
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Starr.  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh, 
Ellihu  B.  W'ashbnrne,  William  B.  Waishburn,  Whaley, 
Williama,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Wiudom,  Woodbridge — 77. 

January  25 — Mr.  McDowell  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  were  laid  over  under 
the  rule: 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  House  fully  recognizes  the  great  fund- 
amental provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  guarantees  the  freedom  of  sjieech  to  every  American 
citizen;  and  that  neither  the  President,  nor  any  person  act- 
ing in  a  subordinate  ca^jacity  to  him,  has  the  rightful  author- 
ity to  arrest  and  imprison  a  citizen  of  the  loyal  States  for 
the  utterance  of  sentiments  distasteful  to  the  men  in  power. 

2.  That  we  recognize  in  the  freedomof  the  press  the  great 
bulwark  of  civil  liberty ;  and  that  those  persons  temporal 
rily  intrusted  with  power  have  not  the  rightful  authority, 
in  "those  States  not  in  rebellion,  to  subvert  this  great  con- 
Btitutional  guarantee  by  issuing  military  orders,  or  by  a 
resort  to  any  other  means  unknown  to  the  laws  of  the 
country. 

3.  That  the  right  to  security  of  person  from  arrest  in  the 
loyal  states,  when  no  crime  is  charged,  is  a  sacred  right 
guaranteed  to  every  citizen;  and  that  neither  the  President, 
nor  any  one  acting  by  his  authority,  has  the  legal  right  to 
arrest,  imprison,  or  transport  our  people  without  "  due  pro- 
cess of  kiw"  requiring  affidavit,  warrant,  arrest,  and  trial 
by  a  jury  of  the  country,  impartially  selected. 

4.  That  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  a 
fundamental  and  inherent  right  belonging  to  the  Americait 
people,  solemnly  guaranteed  by  express  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  that  cannot  be  denied  to  the  citizens  of  the 
loyal  States,  where  the  courts  are  open  and  the  administra^ 
tion  of  justice  is  unobstructed,  and  "invasion  and  rebel- 
lion" do  not  exist. 

5.  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  one  of 
expressed  and  limited  powers,  and  that  neither  Congress 
nor  the  Executive  have  the  "lawful  right"  to  interfere  with 
the  established  rights  and  domestic  institutions  of  the  sev- 
eral States. 

6.  That  we  reaffirm  our  unalterable  devotion  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  to  each  and  every  pro- 
vision thereof,  as  framed  by  the  fathers,  including  those 
provisions  relating  to  the  rights  of  property  and  the  invio- 
lability of  contracts,  as  understood  and  interpreted  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

March  21 — Mr.  Eldridge  offered  this  reso- 
lution, which  was  laid  over  under  the  rule  : 

Besolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  res- 
pectfully requested,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  be  dii-ected,  to  report  and  furnish  to  this 
House  the  names  of  all  persons,  if  any  there  are,  arrested 
and  held  in  prison  or  confinement  in  any  prison,  fort,  or  other 
place  whatsoever,  for  political  offences,  or  any  other  alleged 
offence  against  the  Government  or  authority  of  the  Uiuted 
States,  by  the  order,  command,  consent,  or  knowledge  of 
them  or  either  of  them,  respectively,  and  who  have  not  been 
charged,  tried,  or  convicted  before  any  civil  or  criminal  (not 
military)  court  of  the  land,  togetlier  with  the  charge  against 
Buch  person,  or  cause  for  such  arrest  and  imprisonment,  if 
there  be  any,  and  the  name  of  the  prison,  fort,  or  place  where 
they  are  severally  kept  or  confined.  Also,  whether  any  person 
or  persons,  for  any  alleged  like  offence,  have  been  banished  or 
sent  from  the  United  States,  or  from  the  States  not  in  rebel- 
lion to  the  rebellious  States ;  and  the  names,  times,  alleged 
oSence  or  cause  thereof;  and  whether  with  or  without  trial ; 
and  if  ti'ied,  before  what  court. 

April  4 — The  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  was  laid  upon  the  table — 
yeas  62,  nays  40.     The  Nays  were — 

Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  A.  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  J. 
S.  Brovm,  Chanter,  Cox,  Cravens,  Daivson,  Denison,  Eclen, 
Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Grider,  Griswold,  Harrington, 
Herrick,  Holman,  P.  Johnson.,  Kalbfleisch,  Law,  Lazear, 
Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney,  Middletmi,  J.  R.  Morris, 
Morrison,  J.  O'Neill,  Pruyn,  K  J.  Randall,  Robinsmi,  Rogers, 
J.  B.  Steele,  Wheeler,  C.  A.  White,  Winjield,  Teaman — iO. 

June  20 — Mr.  Ross  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, which  went  over  under  the  rule  : 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  not  in  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  who  have  been  arrested  and  im- 
prisoned by  the  agenta  of  the  Government  without  process 
of  law,  and  released  without  trial  or  examination,  are  entitled 
to  the  same  pay  and  mileage  for  the  time  they  were  deprived 
of  their  liberties  as  members  of  Congress ;  and  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  are  hereby  instructed  to  report  a  bill  at  an 
early  day  for  that  purpose. 

Same  day,  in  Senate — Mr.  Moerill  offered 


this  bill,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  : 

Be  it  enacted,  eCc,  That  upon  all  arrests  under  section  6, 
of  chapter  200,  of  an  act  approved  the  17th  of  July,  1862, 
bail  shall  be  aclmitted,  and  such  bail,  on  the  demand  of  the 
party  so  arrested,  may  be  taken  before  any  judge  of  the 
United  States,  any  chancellor,  judge  of  a  supreme  or  supe- 
rior com-t,  or  chief  or  first  judge  of  court  of  common  pleas 
of  any  State,  who  shall  exercise  their  discretion  therein,  re- 
garding the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  offence,  and  of 
the  evidence  and  the  usages  of  the  law. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Sevonth  Congress. 

SHE  ACT   OF   INrEMNITT  OF   MARCH   3,   1863. 

Section  1  provides :  That,  during  the  pres- 
ent rebellion,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  whenever,  in  his  judgment,  the  public 
safety  may  require  it,  is  authorized  to  suspend 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in 
any  case  throughout  the  United  States,  or  any 
part  thereof.  And  whenever  and  wherever  the 
said  privilege  shall  be  suspended,  as  aforesaid, 
no  military  or  other  officer  shall  be  compelled, 
in  answer  to  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  re- 
turn the  body  of  any  person  or  persons  detained 
by  him  by  authority  of  the  President ;  but 
upon  the  certificate,  under  oath,  of  the  officer 
having  charge  of  any  one  so  detained  that  such 
person  is  detained  by  him  as  a  prisoner  under 
authority  of  the  President,  further  proceedings 
under  the  writ  of  habeas  c(wpus  shall  be  sus- 
pended by  the  judge  or  court  having  issued  the 
said  writ,  so  long  as  said  suspension  by  the 
President  shall  remain  in  force,  and  said  rebel- 
lion continue. 

Section  2  directs  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  to  the  judges 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  list 
of  the  names  of  all  persons,  citizens  of  loyal 
States,  held  as  State  or  political  prisoners  of 
the  United  States,  in  any  fort,  arsenal,  or  other 
place;  and  provides  that  where  a  grand  jury 
has  adjourned  without  tiiding  an  indictment 
against  any  such  person,  the  judge  shall  forth- 
with make  an  order  t^iat  any  such  prisoner 
desiring  a  discharge  be  brought  before  him  to 
be  discharged,  and  every  officer  of  the  United 
States  is  directed  immediately  to  obey  this 
order,  under  penalty  of  fine  and  imprisonment 
— the  party  first  to  take  a  prescribed  oath  of 
allegiance.  Another  section  provides :  That 
any  order  of  the  Presideut,  or  under  his  au- 
thority, made  at  any  time  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  rebellion,  shall  be  a  defence  in 
all  courts  to  any  action  or  prosecution,  civil 
or  criminal,  pending,  or  to  be  commenced,  for 
any  search,  seizure,  arrest,  or  imprisonment, 
made,  done,  or  committed,  or  acts  omitted  to 
be  done,  under  and  by  virtue  of  such  order,  or 
under  color  of  any  law  of  Congress,  and  such 
defence  may  be  made  by  special  plea,  or  under 
the  general  issue. 

Suits  begun  in  State  courts  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  United  States  Courts  under  circum- 
stances described.  Any  suit  described  in  this 
act  may  be  carried  on  writ  of  error  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  and  all  suits 
or  prosecutions  for  any  arrest  or  imprisonment 
or  other  trespasses  or  wrongs,  shall  be  com- 
menced within  two  years. 

This  bill  passed  the  House  of  Representa- 
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tives,    March  2,  1863— yeas  99,   nays  45,    as 
follows : 

Yeas— Mepgrs.  Aldrich,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baker, 
Baxter, Beaman,  Bingham,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blau-, 
Blake,  AVilliam  G.  Brown,  Buffinton,  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkliug, 
Koscoe  Conk  ling,  Conway,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano, 
Dunn,  EdKcrtnn.  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fessenden, 
Thomas  A.  D.  Fessenden,  Fisher,  Flanders,  Franchot, 
Frank,  Goodwin,  Gurley,  Halm,  Ilale,  Harrison,  Hooper, 
Horton,  Ilutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
William  KoUopg,  Killinger,  Lansing,  Leary,  Lehman, 
Loomis,  Low,  Mclndoe,  McKean,  McKniglit,  McPherson, 
Blarston,  Maynard,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Auson  V.  Morrill, 
Nixon,  Oliii,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Porter.  John  H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H;  Rollins,  Sargent, 
Sedgwick,  Segar,  Shanks,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan, 
Spaiilding,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Francis  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Trowbridge  Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Van  Wyck, 
Terree,  AValker,  Wall,  Wallace,  Washburne,  Wheeler, 
Albert  S.  White,  Wilson.  Windom,  Worcester— 99. 

Nays— Messrs.  ^Y^ll^am  Allm,  William  J.  AlkUjAncona, 
Biddle,  Calvert,  Cravem,  Crisfield,  Pdaplai7ie,  Dunlap, 
Eyiglish,  Granger,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  Johnson, 
Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Mallorij,  May,  Menzies,  Morris,  No- 
ble, Norton,  Nugen,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Price,  Robinson,  Shiel, 
Smith,  John  B.  SleeU,  William  G.  iSteele,  Stiles,  Benjamin 
F.  Thomas,  Vallamligliam,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Ward, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Yeaman — 15. 

Same  day,  the  bill  passed  the  Senate,  without 
a  record  of  yeas  and  nays,  owing  to  a  misun- 
derstanding respecting  the  putting  of  the  vote. 

March  3 — Mr.  B.^tard  moved  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senatabe  "directed  to  request  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  return  to  the 
Senate  the  above  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference;  which  was  rejected —yeas  13,  nays 
25,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlik,  Davis,  Henderson, 
Latham.,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Rice,  Richardsori,  Saulsbury, 
Turpie,  Willey,  Wilson,  of  Missouri — 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chaudler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Doo- 
little,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hicks,  Howard, 
Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 25. 

While  this  subject  was  pending  before  Con- 
gress, the  House,  December  8,  1862,  passed  an 
indemnity  bill — yeas  90,  nays  45,  against  which, 
on  the  22d  of  December,  thirty-six  members  of 
the  House  moved  to  enter  on  the  journal  this 
protest: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  protest  of  thirty-six  mem- 
bers of  this  House  against  the  iiassage  of  the  House  bill  No. 
591  be  entered  upon  the  Journal : 

On  the  8th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1862,  and  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  Mr.  Stevbns,  of  Pennsylvania, 
introduced  the  bill  No.  591,  entitled  "  An  act  to  indemnify 
the  President,  and  other  persons,  for  suspending  the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  acts  done  in  pursu- 
ance thereof."  and  after  its  second  reading  moved  that  its 
consideration  he  made  the  special  order  for  the  Thursday 
then  next  ensuing,  which  motion  being  objected  to,  he 
moved  the  previous  question,  and  this  being  sustained,  un- 
der the  operation  thereof  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

This  bill  involves  questions  of  the  gravest  importance.  It 
provides  that  all  suspensions  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
liabeas  corpus,  all  arrests  and  imprisonments  upon  what- 
ever pretexts  or  by  v/homsoever  made,  under  the  authority 
of  the  President,  however  arbitrary  or  tyrannical  or  unjust, 
are  confirmed  and  made  valid;  and  that  all  persons  who 
advised  or  executed  or  assisted  in  the  execution  of  any  such 
acts  are  discharged  from  all  hability,  whether  to  the  State 
or  to  individuals  "in  respect  thereof;"  and  that  all  proceed- 
ings against  them  of  any  nature,  whether  for  the  recovery 
of  damages  or  for  the  infliction  of  punishment  "commenced 
or  to  be  commenced,"  are  discharged  and  made  void.  It 
also  provides  that  the  President  may,  during  theexiftence 
of  this  rebellion,  at  any  time  and  anywhere  throughout  any 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  to  any  person,  suspend  the 
privilege  of  the  writ  ot'habeas  corpus. 

The  bill  is  framed  upon  the  idea  that  the  acts  recited 
were  illegal,  and  without  just  cause  or  excuse;  that  they 
were  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  persons  arrested  and 


imprisoned :  and  that  for  them  redress  might  be  had  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  by  resort  to  the  peaceful,  reg- 
ular, and  ordinary  administration  of  the  law.  It  is  framed 
upon  the  idea  that  the  citizen  was  arrested  without  thff 
existence  of  crime  on  his  part,  or  even  probable  cause  to 
suspect  it,  and  that  in  making  such  aiTests,  the  substance, 
as  well  as  the  f(jrm,  of  those  provisions  of  law  intended 
to  secure  personal  liberty  were  entii-ely  disregai-ded.  It 
makes  no  exception  of  those  cases  in  which  the  arrests 
have  been  made  with  malice,  and  the  imprisonments  have 
been  inflicted  with  circumstances  of  brutality  and  cruelty, 
in  which  the  "  public  good"  has  been  made  the  cloak 
wherewith  to  cover  the  gratification  of  political  animosity 
or  private  h.atred.  It  distinguishes  in  nothing  between  the- 
cases  in  which  an  honest  mistake  has  been  followed  by  it? 
immediate  correction,  and  cases  in  which  malignity  has 
been  enabled,  by  ftilse  pretences,  to  procure  the  arrest  and 
to  prolong  the  imprisonment,  to  the  loss  of  property,  the 
destruction  of  health,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  insanity, 
suicide,  or  lingering  death  of  the  unhappy  victim.  It  dis- 
tinguishes in  nothing  between  the  active  officer,  zealous  in 
the  full  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and  the  base  mis- 
creant who  volunteers  to  assume  the  degrading  character 
of  spy  and  informer,  that  he  may,  with  more  effect  and 
security,  use  the  falsehood  which  the  venom  of  his  heart 
prompted  him  to  invent.  It  proposes  to  condone  all  of- 
fences, to  protect  all  offenders,  and  to  take  away  all  redress 
for  injuries,  however  great,  or  with  whatever  circimistances 
of  aggravation  or  bad  motive  inflicted. 

If  these  acts  had  been  done  in  all  ca^es  from  the  purest 
motives,  with  an  eye  single  to  the  public  good,  with  as  lit- 
tle aggi-ession  as  possible  on  private  rights,  with  all  circum- 
spection and  care  that  only  those  who  were  really  guilty 
should  suffer  such  confinement  as  would  prevent  the  com- 
mission of  an  unlawful  act — if  the  public  good  were  in  fact 
subserved  by  them — it  might  be  proper  to  protect  the  Pres- 
ident, and  those  acting  under  his  authority,  from  criminal 
prosecution  and  penal  sentence;  it  might  be  proper  to  pro- 
tect them  from  pecuniary  loss,  by  the  payment,  from  the  pub- 
lic Treasury,  of  the  damages  assessed  against  them.  Even 
then,  wliilst  admitting  that  circiunstances  like  these  would 
in  seasons  of  great  public  dangers  negative  all  wiongful  in- 
tent in  the  commission  of  these  illegal  acts,  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  to  affirm  that  at 
all  times  the  President  of  the  United  States,  before  all  other 
men,  should  adhere  most  strictly  to  the  forms  of  legal  pro- 
cedure when  directing  his  powers  against  the  personal  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen.  It  cotild  never  be  proper  to  indemnify 
the  President,  and  those  acting  under  his  authority,  at  the 
expense  of  the  citizen  whom  they  had  injured,  or  to  add  to 
their  security  by  the  destruction  of  his  remedies. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  guards  most  care- 
fully the  rights  of  the  citizen;  it  was  ordained  "to  estab- 
lish justice,  insm-e  domestic  tranquillity,"  and  to  "  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty;"  and  so  steadily  was  this  object  kept 
in  view,  that  in  addition  to  the  reservation  of  all  powers 
not  granted,  there  are  special  prohibitions  of  seizures  with- 
out warrant,  detentions  without  indictment,  imprisoruuent 
^^^thout  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  and  deprivation  of  life, 
liberty,  or  property  without  due  process  of  law ;  and  there 
are  clauses  which  extend  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
St;Ues  to  all  controversies  between  citizens  of  different 
States,  and  secure  a  trial  by  jury  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
value  in  controversy  exceeds  twenty  dollars.  Congress  has 
hitherto  uniformly  maintained,  and,  as  far  as  was  neces- 
sary, has  perfected  by  its  legislation  these  gu.orantees  of  per- 
sonal liberty,  and  the  courts  have  enforced  them  by  the  as- 
sessment of  damages  for  their  infraction.  This  bill  proposes 
to  deprive  the  courts  of  the  power  to  afford  such  protection. 
It  will,  if  carried  out  into  practical  and  general  operation, 
release  the  people  from  the  duty  of  appealing  to  such  peace- 
ful and  legal  means  of  redress,  and  will  provoke  more  sum- 
mary and  less  constittitional  measures.  Yet  this  bill,  without 
precedent  in  our  history,  suggesting  such  grave  questions  of 
constitutionality  and  expediency,  believed  by  many  mem- 
bers to  be  utterly  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen  and 
of  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  by  the  force 
of  mere  numbers  and  against  the  remonstrance  of  the  m^ 
nority,  was  passed  within  one  hour  of  its  first  introduction, 
without  having  been  printed,  without  having  been  referred 
to  any  committee,  select  or  standing,  and  without  any  op» 
portunity  for  consideration  or  discussion. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, do  therefore  most  solemnly  remonstrate  against  this 
action  of  the  House,  and  respectfully  ask  that  this  their 
protest  may  be  entered  upon  the  Journal. 

They  protest  against  the  refusal  of  the  House  to  permit 
consideration  and  discussion  of  the  bill  as  an  arbitrary  ex- 
ercise of  power  by  the  majority,  unjust  to  the  members, 
unjust  to  their  constituents,  and  derogatory  to  its  character 
as  a  deliberative  legislative  body. 

They  protest  against  the  passage  of  the  bill — 
1.  Because  it  purports  to  deprive  the  citizen  of  all  exist- 
ing, peaceful,  legal  modes  of  redress  for  admitted  wrongs, 
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and  thiis  constrains  him  tamely  to  submit  to  the  injury  in- 
flicted or  to  seek  illegal  and  forcible  remedies. 

2.  Because  it  purports  to  indemnify  the  President  and 
all  actin;^  under  his  authority  for  acts  admitted  to  be  wrong- 
ful, at  the  expense  of  tire  citizen  upon  whom  the  wrongful 
acts  have  been  perpetrated,  in  violation  of  the  plainest 
principles  of  justice,  and  the  most  familiar  precepts  of  con- 
stitutional law. 

3.  Because  it  purports  to  confirm  and  make  valid,  by  act 
of  Congress,  arrests  and  imprisonments  which  were  not 
only  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
but  were  in  palpable  violation  of  its  express  prohibitions. 

4.  Because  it  purports  to  authorize  the  President,  during 
tUs  rebellion,  at  any  time,  as  to  any  person,  and  every- 
where throughout  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  to  sus- 
pend the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  whereas  by 
the  Constitution  the  power  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  that 
writ  is  confided  to  the  discretion  of  Congress  alone,  and  is 
limited  to  the  places  threatened  by  the  dangers  of  invasion 
or  insurrection. 

5.  Because,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  it  is  unjust  and 
nnwise,  an  invasion  of  private  rights,  an  encouragement  to 
lawless  violence,  and  a  precedent  full  of  hope  to  all  who 
would  usurp  despotic  power  and  perpetuate  it  by  the  arbi- 
trary arrest  and  imprisonment  of  those  who  oppose  them. 

6.  And  finally,  because  in  both  its  sections  it  is  "a  delib- 
erate, palpable,  and  dangerous"  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, "  according  to  the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  that  in- 
strument," and  is  therefore  utterly  null  and  void. 

George  H.  Pendleton,    C.  A.  Wickliffe, 
W.  A.  Richardson,  Charles  J.  Biddle, 

J.  C.  Robinson,  J.  A.  Cravens, 

P.  B.  Fouke,  Elijah  Ward, 

James  R.  Morris,  Philip  Johnson, 

A.  L.  Knapp,  John  D.  Stiles, 

C.  L.  Vallandigham,       D.  V\^.  Voorhees, 
C.  A.  White,  G.  W.  Dunlap, 

Warren  P.  Noble,  Hendrick  B.  Wright, 

W.  Allen,  H.  Grider, 

William  J.  Allen,  W.  H.  Wadsworth, 

S.  S.  Cox,  A.  Harding, 

E.  H.  Norton,  Charles  B.  Calvert, 

George  K.  Shiel,  James  E.  Kerrigan, 

S.  E.  Ancona,  Henry  May, 

J.  Lazear,.  R.  H.  Nugen, 

Nehemiah  Perry,  George  H.  Yeaman, 

0.  Vibbard,  B.  F.  Granger. 

John  Law, 

The  motion  to  enter  this  protest  was  tabled — 
yeas  TS,  nays  41. 

The  above  bill  of  Mr.  Stevens  was  amended 
in  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed  that  body — 
yeas  33,  nays  7,  as  follows,  January  28 : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Browning,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hicks, 
Howard,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 3-3. 

JJ ATS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlilt,  McDougall,  Powell,  Turpie, 
\Va-ll,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 7. 

The  House  non-concurred  in  the  amendments, 
and  a  Committee  of  Conference  having  met, 
agreed  upon  a  report,  which  was  agreed  to  in 
both  Houses  as  stated  before,  p.  184. 

VOTE  ON  SUSPENSION  OF  HABEAS  COEPUS. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  original 
House  bill  in  the  .^enate, 

1863,  Feb.  19— Mr.  Powell  moved  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  authorizing  the  President 
to  suspend,  by  proclamation,  the  writ  oi  habeas 
corpus  in  certain  contingencies  ;  which  was  re- 
jected— yeas  13,  nays  27,  as  follows: 

YiJAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Carhle,  Cowan,  Kenrndy,  Latham, 
Nesmith,  Powell,  Rice,  Richardson,  Saulsbury,  Turpie, 
Willey,  Wilsrm  of  Missouri — 13. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Harris,  Hender- 
son, Hicks,  Howiird,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sumner.  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts- 27. 

VOIB  ON  AilRESTS. 

Feb  23 — Mr.  Carlile  moved  this  substitute 
for  the  bill : 
From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  during  the 


present  rebellion,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  officer  or 
servant  of  the  United  States  to  arrest  or  detain  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States  who  may  be  supposed  or  alleged  to  bo 
disloyal  thereto,  or  for  any  other  cause,  except  upon  oath  or 
affirmation  of  some  person  or  persons  well  known  to  be 
loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  particularly  describing  in 
said  oath  or  affirmation  the  act  of  disloyalty  or  other  causa 
for  which  the  said  citizen  should  be  arrested  and  detained. 

Sec.  2.  That  any  and  every  officer  or  servant  of  the  United 
States  who  sliall  arrest  or  detain  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  first  section 
of  this  act  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  case,  suffer  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
$10,000,  or  imprisonment  in  the  peiutentiary  for  a  term  not 
less  than  five  years. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  persons  arrested  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  upon  the  charge  of  disloyalty  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  for  any  other  cause,  shall  have  the 
pri\-ilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cm-pia  ;  and  the  said  writ 
shall  not  be  suspended  at  any  time  so  far  as  the  same  may 
relate  to  persons  arrested  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  aa 
to  prevent  the  arrest  of  any  person,  a  citizen  of  any  or 
either  of  the  States  now  in  rebellion  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  who  may  be  charged  with  trea- 
son or  disloyalty  thereto:  Provided,  That  all  aiTests  of 
such  persons  shall  be  made  as  provided  in  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  or  upon  the  precept  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  7,  (Messrs.  Car- 
lile, Kennedy,  Powell,  Richardson,  Saulsbury, 
Turpie,   Wall,)  nays  29. 

THE  act  sustained  BY  THE  COURTS. 

The  important  case  of  George  W.  Jones,  ex- 
Minister  to  Bogota,  vs.  Willi^'^  H.  Seward,  has 
been  decided  in  New  York  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  Mr.  Jones  was  arrested  on  a  telegraphic 
dispatch  from  Secretary  Seward,  and  impris- 
oned at  Fort  Lafayette"  When  released  he 
brought  a  suit  for  $5,000  damages  for  false  im- 
prisonment. Mr.  Seward,  by  counsel,  moved 
to  transfer  the  case  to  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court,  under  the  act  of  March,  1863.  The  mo- 
tion was  denied,  and  the  General  Term  decided 
an  appeal  which  was  taken  to  it.  The  majority 
of  the  judges  afi&rm  the  act;  one,  Clerke,  dis- 
sented. 

George  W.  Jones  vs.  William  H.  Seward. 

Leonard,  J. — The  question  is  not  whether  the  4th  section 
of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3, 1S63,  afl'ords  a  valid 
defence  to  the  action.  The  true  question  is  this :  Is  it  in 
the  power  of  Congress  to  give  the  circuit  comi:  jurisdiction 
of  the  case  ? 

The  Constitution  extends  the  judicial  power  of  the  Union 
to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United  States. 

The  defence  in  this  case  arises  under  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  the  validity  of  that  act,  considered  in  the  light  afforded 
by  the  Constitution,  will  be  one  of  the  principal  subjects  to 
be  determined  at  the  trial.  It  has  been  decided  that  a  case 
arises  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  as  well  when 
the  defendant  seeks  protection  under  a  law  of  Congress,  aa 
when  a  plaintiff  comes  into  coturt  to  demand  some  right 
conferred  by  law. 

It  has  been  objected  that  the  original  jurisdiction  of  all 
actions  may  be  drawn  Into  the  Federal  courts,  by  similar 
enactments  of  Congress,  and  that  the  case  arises  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  only  after  a  trial  and  judgment 
in  this  court,  when  the  action  can  be  referred  by  a  writ  of 
error  or  appeal,  and  brought  before  the  Federal  courts  for 
review. 

The  power  of  transferring  causes  to  the  United  States 
Circuit  in  a  similar  manner,  where  the  question  involved 
was  of  an  appellate  and  not  original  jurisdiction,  has  long 
been  sustained. 

Chief  Justice  Marshall  says,  in  the  case  of  Osborn  vs.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  (9  Wheaton,  821):  "  We  perceive 
no  ground  on  which  the  proposition  can  be  maintained,  that 
Congress  is  incapable  of  giving  the  circuit  courts  original 
jurisdiction,  in  any  case  to  which  the  appellate  jurisdiction 
extends." 

Congress  has  enacted  that  the  defendant  may  interpose 
in  his  defence  the  orders,  &c.,  of  the  President,  and  ha» 
directed  the  transfer  of  cases  involving  such  a  defence,  in 
the  manner  prescribed,  into  the  circuit  court. 

According  to  the  statements  of  the  defendant  such  a  cas* 
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has  arisen.  Wo  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  validity  of  the 
law  as  a  defence  to  the  action.  It  is  sufficient  tor  the  State 
court  that  the  defence  involves  the  construction  and  effect 
of  a  law  of  Congress.  The  case  has  then  arisen  when  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  may  have  jurisdiction,  if  Con- 
gress so  directs.  If  the  law  does  not  afford  a  constitutional 
or  valid  defence,  it  cannot  now  be  doubted  that  the  learned 
justices  of  the  United  States  Courts  will  so  declare  it,  when 
tlie  jurisdiction  of  such  cases  will  remain  in  the  State 
coiu-ts,  as  beloro  tho  enactment  of  the  law.  It  is  not  our 
duty  to  assert  tho  inde])end6nce  of  our  State  sovereignty 
and  jurisdiction ;  for  the  final  construction  and  effects  of  all 
acts  of  Congress  may  be  brought  before  the  United  States 
Courts  by  tho  express  provision  of  the  Constitution. 

The  manner  ol  taking  the  cause  to  those  courts  is  of  con- 
Boqueuce.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Union  must  bo  relied 
on  to  prevent  its  jurisdiction  from  being  unlawfully  ex- 
tended by  Congress.  I  am  of  the  opinion,  therefore,  that 
Congress  ha.^  tiie  power  to  direct  the  transfer  of  such  cases. 

lu  my  opinion  this  application  was  necessary  in  order  to 
rest  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  with  the  possession  of  the  ac- 
tion, but  tho  discussion  has  not  been  lost,  inasmuch  as  it 
will  be  now  settled  that  this  Court  will  not,  iu  this  judicial 
district,  talio  further  cognizance  of  cases  which  have  been 
transferred  under  this  act  of  Congress.  It  is  very  proper 
that  an  order  be  entered  transferring  the  cause  to  the  U.  S. 
Circuit,  aa  it  affords  the  evidence  iu  the  Court  of  the  dispo- 
sition made  of  it. 

In  arriving  at  my  conclusions  I  have  consulted  Story's 
Com.  on  the  Constitution,  chap.  38,  g?  903, 906,  Ac;  1  Wheat., 
Martin  vs.  Hunter ;  6  Wheat.,  Cohen  vs.  The  State  of  Vir- 
ginia; 9  Wheat.,  Osboru  vs.  Tho  Bank  of  United  States. 

As  a  rule  of  practice  I  think  the  Court  should  not  ap- 
prove any  sureties  unless  the  amount  of  the  bond  is  equal 
to  the  sum  in  which  the  defendant  iu  the  action  has  been 
held  to  bail,  if  bail  has  been  requued  in  the  State  Court. 
This  fact  should  bo  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
judge  to  whom  the  bond  is  presented  for  approval. 

Tiie  decision  in  this  case  will  also  embrace  the  case  of 
Gudeman  vs.  Wool,  ai'gued  at  the  same  general  term  as  the 
present  case. 

The  order  appealed  from  should  be  reversed,  and  the  mo- 
tion below  should  be  granted  without  costs. 

SCTHERLA.Nij,  J. — The  questiou  is  not  as  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  declaring  that  tho 
order  or  authority  of  the  President,  during  the  rebellion, 
shall  be  a  defence  in  all  Courts,  to  any  order  for  auy  arrest, 
imprisonment,  or  act  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done,  under  or 
by  color  of  tho  President's  order,  or  of  any  law  of  Con- 
gress; but  the  question  is  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act,  authorizing  the  delendant  iu  any  such 
action,  to  remove  the  same  from  the  State  Court  to  the  Cir- 
cuit of  the  United  States  for  the  district  where  the  suit  is 
brought  for  trial,  on  complying  with  certain  requirements 
specified  in  the  section;  that  is,  on  entering  his  ajjpearauce, 
fihng  his  petition  stating  the  facts,  offering  good  and  suffi- 
cient surety,  &c. 

The  quesition  presented  by  thisappeal  is  not  as  to  thecon- 
stitutional  power  of  the  President  to  order  the  arrest,  im- 
prisoument,  &c  ,  or  as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress to  authorize  the  President  to  order  the  arrest,  impris- 
ocment,  &c.;  but  the  question  presented  by  the  appeal  is 
as  to  the  constitutional  piwer  of  Congress  to  give  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  of  the  United  States,  primary  or  original,  and 
(a^  to  the  State  Courts)  exclusive  jurisdiction,  of  the  trial  of 
action?  for  such  arrests,  imprisonments,  <fec. 

In  determining  the  question  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act,  we  must  assume,  I  thinlt,  that 
the  trial  of  this  action  will  involve  the  determination  of  the 
q.  estionas  the  constitutionality  of  the  fourth  section ;  tliat 
Congress,  in  passing  the  act,  considered  that  the  trials  of 
the  actions  to  be  removed  to  the  Circuit  Courts  of  tlie  Uni- 
ted States  under  it  would  involve  the  determination  of  the 
question  as  to  tho  constitutionality  of  the  fourth  section, 
nhether  tried  in  the  State  or  United  States  Courts;  and 
ihat  Congress  intended  by  the  fifth  section  to  take  from  the 
State  Courts,  and  give  it  to  tho  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  the  right  and  power  to  determine  that  question. 

Had  Congress  the  coustitutional  power  to  do  this  ?  That 
18  the  question. 

If  Congress  had  the  power,  then  the  order  appealed  from 
denying  the  defendant's  motion  to  remove  the  action  and 
all  proceedings  therein  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York  should  be  re- 
versed, and  I  think  an  order  made  directing  such  removal. 
If  Congress  had  not  the  power,  then  the  order  appealed  from 
should  be  affirmed. 

If  no  steps  had  been  taken  for  the  removal  of  the  action 
from  this  Court,  and  the  action  should  be  tried  in  this  Court, 
and  the  question  as  the  constitutionality  of  the  fourth  section 
of  the  act  should  be  decided  adversely  to  the  defendant  by 
the  Court  of  Appeals  of  this  State,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  would  have  final  and  conclusive  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  question.    (Const.  U.  S.  Art.  3;  sec  25  of 


the  Judiciary  Act ;  1  Stat,  at  Larpe,  85 :  Cohen  vs.  Virginia, 
0  Wheat  .11,  2M;  Miller  vs   Nioliolls.  4  Wlieatou,  311.) 

Cannot  Congress  give  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  original  jurisdiction  in  any  case  to  which  this  appel- 
late jnrisdiction  extends? 

In  Osborn  c5.  United  States  Bank,  9  Whoaton,  cited  by 
Judge  Leonard,  Chief  Justice  Marshall  said  he  could  per- 
ceive no  ground  for  saying  that  Congress  could  not. 

In  that  civse  one  of  the  questions  was  whether  Congress 
could  constitutionally  confer  on  the  Bank  the  right  to  sue 
and  be  sued  ''  in  every  Circuit  Com't  of  the  United  States." 

It  was  held  that  such  a  suit  was  a  case  arising  under  a 
law  of  the  United  States,  consequently  that  it  was  within 
the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States,  and  Congress  coidd 
confer  upon  the  Circuit  Court  jurisdiction  over  it. 

See,  also,  Curtiss's  Com.  on  tho  Jurisdiction,  &c.,  of  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  sections  12  and  13 ;  the  latter 
section,  containing  a  quotation  from  another  portion  (p.  865) 
of  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  Osborn  I'S.  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  apparently  quite  pertinent  to 
the  question  iu  this  case. 

I  concur,  then,  iu  tho  conclusion  of  Judge  Leonard,  that 
Congress  had  the  power  to  direct  the  transfer  to  the  Circiut 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

Probably  an  order  of  this  Court  directing  such  transfer  is 
not  absolutely  necessary,  but  to  make  one  would  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  usage  iu  like  cases;  and  besides,  such  an 
order  would  he  the  best  evidence  of  the  determinatiou  of 
this  Court,  that  it  no  longer  had  jurisdiction  of  this  action. 

It  appearing  that  the  defendant  has  complied  with  the 
requiiements  of  the  act  for  such  transfer,  the  order  ap- 
pealed from  should  be  reversed,  and  an  order  made  by  this 
Court  for  the  removal  of  the  action  and  all  proceedings 
therein  to  the  Cii'cuit  Court  of  the  United  States. 

IHssenting  Opinion. 

Gierke,  J . — I  see  nothing  whatever  in  the  arguments  of 
my  brethren,  or  in  those  of  other  judges  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, to  induce  me  to  recede  from  the  position  which  I  have 
attempted  to  maintain  at  Special  Term.  They  have  all 
alike,  in  my  very  humble  judgment,  unaccountably  over- 
looked the  only  point  claiming  consideration  on  tliis  great 
constitutional  subject. 

According  to  tho  doctrine  upheld  by  my  brethren,  we 
can  scarcely  conceive  of  any  act  committed  by  any  officer 
of  the  General  Government,  under  color  of  any  authority 
derived  from  or  under  the  President,  which  may  not  con- 
stitute a  genuine,  veritable  case  arising  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  which,  therefore,  may  sot 
rightly  come  within  the  cognizanceof  their  judicial  power. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  claim  that  it  was  committed  under 
color  of  that  authority,  and  was,  therefore,  justified  by  the 
Constitution,  however  monstrous  and  appalling  the  act 
may  be,  to  make  it,  according  to  this  doctrine,  a  case  arising 
under  that  Constitution.  For,  of  course,  according  to  the 
forms  of  that  claim,  the  claimant  appeals  through  this  re- 
markable statute,  to  the  Constitutio.i  for  his  justification, 
and,  however  palpably  frivolous  such  a  claim  may  be — 
however  palpably  manifest  may  bo  the  conviction  that  the 
Constitution  no  more  sanctions  such  an  act  than  it  sanctions 
the  burning  of  the  Capitol,  the  dispersion  of  Congress,  and 
the  shooting,  imprisonment  or  exile  of  the  men  of  whom  it 
is  composed,  yet  it  is  claimed  to  present  a  question,  and, 
therefore,  a  case  arising  under  the  Great  Charter  of  Consti- 
sutional  Liberty  in  America — the  perpetrator  of  the  out- 
rage niakiug  that  a  question  which  is  unquestionably  no 
question  ;  and  the  judicial  power  of  the  State  is  ousted  of 
its  legitimate  jurisdiction.  Thus,  this  extraordinary  statute 
prescribes  not  only  that  the  character,  but  tho  mere  asser- 
tion of  the  wrong-doer  shall  determine  jurisdiction,  and 
that  the  subject-matter,  which  has  been  always  held,  ex- 
cept in  cases  affecting  Embassadors,  other  diplomatic 
Ministers  and  Consuls,  asalone  the  criterion  of  jurisdiction, 
shall  be  excluded  from  consideration.  Surely,  if  thi?  can 
be  done  by  Congress,  the  Government  of  tho  United  States 
of  America,  is  not  as  all  men  have  heretofore  supposed, 
iucontestably  a  Government  of  limited  powers  and  duties, 
and  is,  if  not  one  of  unlimited  powers  and  duties,  neverthe- 
less, of  very  accommodating  expansibility.  This  is  a  novel 
and  strange  theory  of  development  in  America. 

But,  it  is  asserted  as  the  appellate  power  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  extends  in  certaiu  c.ises  to  State 
tribunals,  that  this  case  would,  after  judgment,  reach  the 
Federal  jurisdiction,  and  that,  therefore,  it  may  as  well  be 
transferred  to  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  before  judg- 
ment. Even  if  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
would  entertain  such  a  case  on  appeal  this  is  no  controlling 
reason  why  it  should,  necessarily,  he  transferred  to  the 
United  States  Circuit  for  adjudication  in  the  first  instance. 
For,  tho  only  question  to  bo  determined  by  us  on  this 
motion,  is  whether  Congress  has  the  power  to  transfer 
cases  of  this  description  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States,  not  whether,  ultim.ately,  it  may  reach  the  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 
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The  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  1789,  "to  establish  the  ju- 
dicial courts  of  the  United  States,"  no  doubt  provides  that 
a  final  judgment  or  decree  in  any  suit  in  the  liighest  court 
of  law  or  equity  of  a  State,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the 
valiiUty  of  a  statute  of  the  United  States,  and  the  decision 
is  against  its  validity,  may  be  re-examined  and  revised  or 
affirmed  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  But, 
if  it  is  too  clear  for  controversy  that  the  statute  is  an  out- 
rage on  the  Constitution,  if  it  is  palpably  usurpation,  if  it 
is  plain  to  the  most  unlettered  citizen,  that  the  statute  is 
an  attempt  to  subvert  all  the  securities  which  the  founders 
of  the  Government  have  provided  for  the  preservation  of 
lersonil  liberty,  and  to  invest  one  man  with  unlimited  dic- 
Wtorial  power,  and,  therefore,  that  the  appeal  was  imlpably 
rivolous,  I  presinne  the  court  would  hear  no  artrumont  on 
uich  an  apjjeal,  and  would,  forthwith,  affirm  the  judgment 
)r  dismiss  the  writ. 

Would  tliey,  for  instance,  hearken  to  an  appeal  involv- 
ing tlie  validity  of  an  act  of  Congress  giving  the  President 
jr  any  other  member  of  the  Government  power,  by  a  coup 
d'etat,  to  extinguish  the  legislative  branch,  as  Cromwell  did 
the  Long  Parliament,  and  substitute  a  Barebones  Legisla- 
ture in  its  place  ?  Surely  not ;  if  they,  too,  were  not  struck 
down,  and  were  not  (if  said  debasement  can  be  imagined) 
by  force,  by  fear,  or  by  corrupt  appliances  or  selfish  aspira- 
tions, robbed  of  independence.  So  that  the  consideration 
whether  the  act  is  not  palpably  void  must  present  itself  on 
appeal  as  it  now  presents  itself  to  us  on  this  motion;  and, 
if  it  is  palpably  void,  I  repeat  it  would  not  be  treated  on 
appeal  as  worthy  of  being  for  a  moment  entertained. 

I  still  consider  the  defeuce  in  this  case  just  as  destitute 
of  cok>r  as  the  case  which  I  have  imagined.  Whether,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  authority  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  anyone  citizen,  at  his  mere  will  and  pleasure,  with- 
out any  intervention  of  the  judicial  tribunals,  can  incar- 
cerate another  citizen  not  subject  to  military  law  in  a  loath- 
some dungeon,  for  many  months,  or  for  a  day  or  an  hour, 
cannot,  under  any  circumstances  in  which  the  nation  may 
be  placed,  be  treated  as  a  question  constituting  a  case  aris- 
ing under  the  Constitution;  and  any  statute  which  declares 
the  contrary  is  palpably  void.  The  order  at  Special  Term 
Bhould  be  affirmed  with  costs. 

MILITARY   ARRESTS. 

The  following  order  has  been  issued  by  Gen- 
eral Augur : 

Headquarters  Departmejit  of  WASEnyoTON, 
22d  Akmt  Corps,  June  20,  1864. 

Gexeral  Order  No.  51. — First :  Hereafter  no  citizen,  com- 
missioned officer,  or  enlisted  man,  will  be  aixested  on  the 
report  of  a  detective  employed  by  any  officer  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  department,  except  in  extreme  cases 
where  there  is  no  doubt  of  guilt,  and  immediate  action  is 
needed,  until  the  report  has  first  been  forwarded  for  action 
at  these  headquarters. 

Secmul:  All  officers  serving  in  this  department  employing 
detectives  will  send  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  a  list  of 
those  employed  to  these  headquarters,  specifying  the  author- 
ity by  whom  employed ;  and  they  are  notified  that  they  will 
be  held  responsible  for  improper  action  or  abuse  of  authority 
on  the  part  of  their  employees. 

By  command  of  Major  General  C.  C.  AnouR : 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff,  A.  A.  G. 

•'  Confederate"  Legislation. 

[From  the  Kichmond  Sentinel,  Feb.  17, 1864.] 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  WRIT  OF  HABEAS  CORPUS. 

The  following  bill  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress : 

A  Bill  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
in  certain  cases. 

Wliereas,  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  provides,  in  article  1,  section  9,  paragraph  3,  that 
'•  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  it ;"  and  whereas  the  power  of 
suspending  the  privilege  of  said  writ,  as  recognized  in  said 
article  1,  is  vested  solely  in  the  Congress,  which  is  the  ex- 
clusive judge  of  the  necessity  of  such  suspension;  and 
whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Congress,  the  public  safety 
requires  the  suspension  of  said  writ  in  the  existing  case  of 
the  invasion  of  these  States  by  the  armies  of  the  United 
States;  and  whereas,  the  President  has  asked  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  informed  Congress 
of  conditions  of  public  danger  which  render  the  suspension 
of  the  writ  a  measure  proper  for  the  public  defence  against 
invasion  and  insurrection :  Now,  therefore, 

I.  That  during  the  present  invasion  of  the  Confederate 
States,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  and  the 


same  is  hereby  suspended ;  but  such  suspension  shall  apply 
only  to  the  cases  ot  persons  arrested  or  detained  by  order  of 
the  President,  Secretaiy  of  War,  or  the  general  officer  com- 
manding the  Traus-JIississippi  Military  Department,  by  the 
authority  and  under  the  control  of  the  President.  It  is 
hereby  declared  that  the  purpose  of  Congress  in  the  passage 
of  this  act  is  to  provide  more  eifectuallyfor  the  public  safety 
by  suspenthng  the  writ  of  Imbeas  corpus  in  the  following 
cases,  and  no  other : 

1.  Of  treason,  or  treiisonable  efforts  or  combinations,  to 
subvert  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

2.  Of  conspiracies  to  overthrow  the  Government,  or  con- 
spuacies  to  resist  the  lawful  authority  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

3.  Of  combining  to  assist  the  enemy,  or  of  communi- 
cating intelligence  to  the  enemy,  or  giving  liim  aid  and 
comfort. 

4.  Of  conspiracies,  preparations  and  attempts  to  incite 
servile  insurrection. 

6.  Of  desertions  or  encouraging  desertions,  or  harboring 
deserters,  and  of  attempts  to  avoid  military  service :  Pro- 
vided, That  in  cases  of  palpable  wrong  and  oppression  by 
anj'  subordinate  officer,  upon  any  party  who  does  not  le- 
gally owe  military  service,  his  superior  officer  shall  grant 
prompt  relief  to  the  oppressed  party,  and  the  subordinate 
shall  be  dismissed  from  office. 

6.  Of  spies  and  other  emissaries  of  the  enemy. 

7.  Of  holding  correspondence  or  intercourse  with  the 
enemy,  without  necessity,  and  without  the  permission  of 
the  Conlederate  States. 

8.  Of  unlawful  trading  with  the  enemy  and  other  offences 
against  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States,  enacted  to 
promote  their  success  in  the  war. 

9.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  to  liberate  prisoners  of 
war  held  by  the  Confederate  States. 

10.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attemiits  or  preparations  to  aid 
the  enemy. 

11.  Of  persons  aiding  or  inciting  others  to  abandon  the 
Confederate  cause,  or  to  resist  the  Confederate  States,  or  to 
adhere  to  the  enemy. 

12.  Of  unlawful  burning,  destroying  or  injming,  or  at- 
tempting to  burn,  destroy  or  injure  any  bridge  or  railroad, 
or  telegraph  lino  of  communication,  or  other  property  with 
the  intent  of  aiding  the  enemy.* 

13.  Of  treasonable  designs  to  impair  the  military  power 
of  the  Government  by  destrojing  or  attempting  to  destroy 
the  vessels  or  arms,  or  munitions  of  war,  or  arsenals,  foun- 
deries,  workshops,  or  other  property  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

The  remaining  sections  are  unimportant.  The  act  to 
continue  in  force  90  days  after  meeting  of  next  Congress. 

EXTENT  OF   POWER  CLAIMED   BY   THE  GOVERNMENT. 

The  instructions  of  the  War  Department  with  respect  to 
proceedings  under  the  law  making  a  limited  or  quasi  sus- 
pension of  the  habeas  corpus,  remove  many  grounds  of 
clamor,  and  propose  what  may  be  considered  as  a  very 
moderate  executrion  of  the  law.  Parties  arrested,  in  the 
cases  specified  in  the  law,  will  not  bo  denied  a  trial,  but 
their  cases  will  be  investigated  by  commissioners,  who  will 


*  Respecting  this  offence,  this  order  was  issued  in  1861 : 
War  Department, 
RiCHMONn,  November-2b,  1861. 
Sir  :  Your  report  of  the  20th  instant  is  received,  and  I 
now  proceed  to  give  you  the  desired  instructions  in  relation 
to  the  prisoners  taken  by  you  among  the  traitors  of  East 
Tennessee. 

First.  All  such  as  can  be  identified  in  having  been  en- 
gageil  in  bridge  burning  are  to  be  tried  summarily  by  drum- 
head court-martial,  and,  if  found  guilty,  executed  on  the 
spot  by  hanging.  It  would  be  well  to  leave  their  bodies 
hanging  in  the  vicinity  of  the  burnt  bridges. 

Second.  All  such  as  have  not  been  so  engaged  are  to  be 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  sent  with  an  armed  guard 
to  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  there  to  be  kept  imprisoned  at  the 
depot  selected  by  the  Government  for  prisoners  of  war. 

Whenever  you  can  discover  that  arms  are  concentrated 
by  these  traitors,  you  will  send  ou^  detachments,  search  for 
and  seize  the  arms.    In  no  case  is  one  of  the  men  known  to 
j  have  been  up  in  arms  against  the  Government  to  be  re- 
leased on  any  pledge  or  oath  of  allegiance.    The  time  for 
I  such  measui-es  is  past.    They  are  to  be  held  as  prisoners  of 
I  war,  and  held  in  jail  till  the  end  of  the  war.    Such  as  come 
I  in  voluntarily,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  surrender 
their  arms,  are  alone  to  be  treated  with  leniency. 

Your  vigilant  execution  »f  these  orders  is  earnestly  urged 
by  the  Government. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN,  Secretary  of  War. 
■  Col.  W.  B.  Wood,  Knoxville,  Term. 

P.  S. — Judge  Patterson,  Col.  Pickens,  and  other  ring- 
leaders of  the  same  class,  must  be  sent  at  oiice  to  Tuscaloosa 
I  to  jail  as  prisoners  of  war. 
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lie  appointed  for  these  duties  in  the  diiTerent  miUtary  de- 
partments. .,,  I       .         V 

Intorniiition  of  all  arrests  under  the  law  will  be  given  by 
the  department  commander  us  eoon  as  practicable  after 
they  are  made,  and  the  commissioner  will  proceed  to  inves- 
tigate the  same.  If,  upon  examination,  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  for  detention  does  not  appear,  he  will  certily 
the  foct  to  tlie  general  or  other  officer  in  command,  who 
will  imnudiati  Iv  dischiU'ge  the  prisoner  from  arrest.  But 
if  a  rea.-oiiHbliraud  probable  cause  does  appear,  the  com- 
missioner will  Ibrthwith  transmit  to  the  War  Department  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  taken  in  the  case,  with  his  opinion 
thereon,  for  instructions,  and  meanwhile  the  prisoner  will 
remain  in  custody. 

In  ca.se3  where  persons  not  belonging  to  the  military  ser- 
vice shall  apply  to  any  court  or  officer  in  the  Confederate 
States  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
officer  having  the  command  or  custody  of  such  person  forth- 
with to  report  tlio  case,  with  all  the  relevant  facts,  to  the 
War  Department,  for  instructions  as  lo  the  proper  answer 
to  be  made  to  such  wTit. 

Newspaper  Exclusion  and  Suppres- 
sion. 

August  16,  1861 — In  the  United  Slates  Circuit 
Court  of  New  York  the  grand  jury  presented 
the  Journal  of  Commerce,  the  Daily  Neivs,  the 
Freeman's  Journal,  and  the  Brooklyn  Eagle  as 
aiders  and  abettors  of  treason,  in  terms  follow- 
ing: 

To  the  Cirmiit  Court  of  the  United-  States 

fw  the  Southern  District  of  New  York: 

The  Grand  Inquest  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
thfi  Southern  District  of  New  York  beg  leave  to  present  the 
following  facts  to  the  Court  and  ask  its  advice  thereon : 

There  are  certain  newspapers  within  this  district  which 
are  in  the  frequent  practice  of  encouraging  the  rebels  now 
in  arms  against  the  Federal  Government  by  expressing  sym- 
pathy and  agreement  with  them,  the  duty  of  acceding  to 
their  demands,  and  dissatisfiiction  with  the  employment  of 
force  to  overcome  them.  These  papers  are  the  New  York 
daily  and  weekly  Journal  of  Commerce,  the  daily  and  weekly 
News,  the  daily  and  weekly  Day-Book,  the  Freeman? s  Jour- 
nal, all  published  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  daily  and 
weekly  EagU,  published  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn.  The  first 
named  of  "these  has  just  published  a  list  of  newspapers  in 
the  free  States  opposed  to  what  it  calls  "  tlie  present  imholy 
war" — a  war  in  the  defence  of  our  country  and  its  institu- 
tions, and  our  most  sacred  rights,  and  carried  on  solely  for 
the  restoration  of  the  authority  of  the  Government. 

Tlie  Grand  Jury  are  aware  that  free  Governments  allow 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press  to  their  utmost  limit,  but 
there  is  nevertlieless  a  limit.  If  a  person  in  a  fortress  or 
Bu  army  were  to  preach  to  the  soldiers  submission  to  the 
enemy  he  would  be  treated  as  an  offender.  Would  he  be 
more  culpable  than  the  citizen  who,  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  formidable  conspii'acy  and  rebellion,  tells  the  con- 
epirators  and  rebels  that  they  are  right,  encom-ages  them 
to  persevere  in  resistance,  and  condemns  the  effort  of  loyal 
citizens  to  overcome  and  punish  them  as  an  "unholy  war?" 
If  the  utterance  of  such  language  in  the  streets  or  through 
the  press  is  not  a  crime,  then  there  is  a  great  defect  in  om- 
laws,  or  they  were  not  made  for  such  an  emergency. 

The  conduct  of  these  disloyal  presses  is  of  course  con- 
demned and  abhorred  by  all  loyal  men ;  but  the  Grand  Jury 
will  be  glad  to  learn  from  the  Court  that  it  is  also  subject 
to  inchctinent  and  condign  punishment. 

All  which  is  respectfully  presented. 

CHARLES  GOULD,  Foreman. 

New  York,  August  16, 1861. 

[Signed  by  all  the  Grand  Jurors.] 

ORDEE  OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Post  Office  Department,  August  22, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  Postmaster  General  directs  that  from  and  after 

f'our  receipt  of  this  letter  none  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
ished  in  New  York  city  which  were  lately  presented  by 
the  grand  jury  as  dangerous,  from  their  disloyalty,  shall  be 
forwarded  in  the  mails. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  TROTT,  Chief  Clerk. 
To  the  Postmaster,  New  York  City. 

SEIZURES  OF  NEWSPAPERS. 
Phuadelphia,  August  22 — On  the  arrival  of  the  New 
Tork  train  this  morning  Marshal  Millward,  and  his  officers, 
examined  all  the  bundles  of  papers  and  seized  every  copy 
of  the  New  York  Daily  News.  The  sale  of  this  paper  is 
totally  suppressed  in  this  city.  Marshal  Millward  also 
seized  all  the  bundles  of  the  Daily  News  at  the  Express 


offices  for  the  West  and  South,  including  over  one  thousand 
copies  for  Louisville,  and  nearly  five  hundred  copies  for 
Baltimore.  Washington,  Alexandria,  and  Annapolis.  The 
Marshal  also  took  possession  of  the  office  of  the  Christian 
Observer  in  consequence  of  a  late  violent  article  on  the  "  ub- 
holy  war." 

Other  newspapers  were  similarly  excluded  from 
the  mails,  and  in  due  time,  the  subject  engaged 
the  attention  of  Congress ;  resolutions  of  in- 
quiry having  been  offered  in  the  Senate,  January 
14,  1863,  by  Mr.  Carlile,  and  in  the  House, 
December  1,  1862,  by  Mr.  Vallandigham. 

1863,  January  20 — The  Committee  on  Judici- 
ary of  the  House  of  Representatives  made  a 
report,  which  embodied  the  following  letter  of 
the  Postmaster  General : 

Post  Office  Department,  January  .5, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  tho 
communication  signed  by  you  in  behalf  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  embracing  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  the  lollowing  words: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Hcuse  at  an  early  day 
by  what  authority  of  Constitution  and  law,  if  any,  the 
Postmaster  General  undertakes  to  decide  what  newspapers 
may  and  what  shall  not  be  transmitted  through  the  mails 
of  the  United  States." 

On  the  first  day  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  being  the 
earliest  opportunity  after  the  action  to  which  the  resolution 
relates,  I  submitted  to  Congress  a  statement  of  my  action, 
and  of  the  general  reasons  and  authority  for  the  same,  in 
the  following  language : 

"Various  newspapers,  having  more  or  less  influence 
within  the  sphere  of  their  circulation,  were  represented  to 
be,  and  were,  in  fact,  devoting  their  columns  to  the  further- 
ance of  the  schemes  of  our  national  enemies.  These  efforts 
were  persistently  directed  to  the  advancement  of  hostile 
interests,  to  thwart  the  efforts  made  to  preserve  the  integ- 
rity of  the  Union,  and  to  accomplish  the  results  of  open 
treason  without  incurring  its  judicial  penalties.  To  await 
the  results  of  slow  judicial  prosecution  was  to  allow  crime 
to  be  consummated,  with  the  expectation  of  subsequent 
punishment,  instead  of  preventing  its  accomplishment  by 
prompt  and  direct  interference. 

"  The  freedom  of  the  press  is  secured  by  a  high  constitu- 
tional sanction.  But  it  is  freedom  and  not  license  that  is 
guaranteed.  It  is  to  be  used  only  for  lawful  purposes.  It 
cannot  aim  blows  at  the  existence  of  the  Government,  the 
Constitution,  and  the  Union,  and  at  the  same  time  claim  its 
protection.  As  well  could  the  assassin  strike  his  blow  at 
human  life,  at  the  same  time  claiming  that  his  victim 
should  not  commit  a  breach  of  the  peace  by  a  counter 
blow.  While,  therefore,  this  department  neither  enjoyed 
nor  claimed  the  power  to  suppress  such  treasonable  publi- 
cations, but  left  them  free  to  publish  what  they  pleased,  it 
could  not  be  called  upon  to  give  them  circulation.  It  could 
not  and  would  not  interfere  with  the  freedom  secured  by 
law,  but  it  could  and  did  obstruct  the  dissemination  of  that 
license  wliich  was  without  the  pale  of  the  Constitution  and 
law.  The  mails  established  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment could  not,  upon  any  known  principle  of  law  or  public 
right,  bo  used  for  its  destruction.  As  well  could  the  com- 
mon carrier  be  legally  required  to  transport  a  machine 
designed  for  tho  destruction  of  the  vehicle  conveying  it,  or 
an  innkeeper  be  compelled  to  entertain  a  traveller  whom 
he  knew  to  be  intending  to  commit  a  robbery  in  his  house. 

"  I  find  these  views  supported  by  the  high  authority  of 
the  late  Justice  Story,  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  the  United 
States.  He  says,  in  commenting  on  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution securing  tho  freedom  of  the  press : 

"  'That  this  amendment  was  intended  to  secure  to  every 
citizen  an  absolute  right  to  speak,  or  write,  or  print  what- 
soever he  might  please,  without  any  responsibility,  public 
or  private,  therefor,  is  a  supposition  too  wild  to  be  indulged 
in  by  any  rational  man.  This  would  be  to  allow  to  every 
citizen  the  right  to  destroy  at  liis  pleasure  the  reputation, 
the  peace,  the  property,  and  even  tho  personal  safety  of  ev- 
ery other  citizen.  A  man  might,  out  of  mere  malice  or 
revenge,  accuse  another  of  the  most  infamous  crimes; 
might  excite  against  him  the  indignation  of  all  his  fellow- 
citizens  by  the  most  atrocious  calumnies ;  might  disturb, 
nay,  overturn  all  his  domestic  peace  and  embitter  his  par- 
ental affections;  might  iHflict  the  most  distressing  punish- 
ment upon  the  weak,  the  timid,  and  the  innocent;  might 
prejucUco  all  a  man's  civil  and  political  and  private  rights; 
and  might  stir  up  sedition,  rebellion,  and  treason,  even 
against  the  Government  itself,  in  the  wantonness  of  his 
passions,  or  the  corruption  of  his  heart.  Civil  society  could 
not  go  on  under  such  circumstances.  Men  would  then  be 
obliged  to  resort  to  private  vengeance  to  make  up  the  defl- 
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ciency  of  the  law;  and  assassinations  and  savage  cruelties 
would  be  perpetrated  with  all  the  frequency  belonging  to 
barbarous  and  cruel  communities.  It  is  plain,  then,  that 
the  language  of  this  amendment  imports  no  more  than  that 
every  man  has  a  right  to  speak,  write,  and  print  his  opin- 
ions upon  any  subject  whatever,  without  any  prior  re- 
straint, so  always  that  ho  does  not  injure  any  other  person 
in  his  rights,  person,  property,  or  reputation ;  and  so  always 
that  he  does  not  tlvereby  disturb  the  public  peace,  or  attempt  to 
subvert  the  Government.' " 

"  Of  the  cases  presented  for  my  action,  upon  the  princi- 
ples above  named,  I  have  by  order  excluded  from  the  mails 
twelve  of  these  treasonable  publications,  of  which  several 
had  been  previously  presented  by  the  grand  jury  as  incen- 
diary and  hostile  to  constitutional  authority." 

I  am  not  aware  that  at  any  time,  nor  from  any  quarter, 
during  that  long  session,  any  inquiry  or  complaint  was  made, 
fir  objection  taken  touching  that  action,  or  the  considei'a- 
tions  then  presented  in  support  of  it.  From  this  it  was 
fairly  infeiTed  that  Congi-ess  then  unanimously  recognized 
the  action  as  not  only  in  harmony  with,  but  iu  direct  aid  of, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  then  shaken  by  the 
assaults  of  its  avowed  enemies. 

The  immediate  occasion  of  the  orders  excluding  certain 
newspapers  from  the  mails  was  a  communication  to  this  de- 
partment of  the  action  of  a  grand  jury  of  the  United  States 
circuit  court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York.  Their 
presentment  was  in  the  follo^Ning  words.  [See  ante  for  pre- 
sentment.] 

This  authoritative  exhibition  of  the  character  of  these 
papers,  as  disseminators  of  treason  and  instigators  of  the 
highest  crime  known  to  our  laws,  could  not  be  disregarded, 
accompanied,  as  it  was,  by  representations  of  their  danger- 
ous effect  upon  the  military  operations  of  the  country. 
Entertaining  the  highest  possible  regard  for  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  distinguished  from  its  uncontrolled  and  criminal 
license,  I  would  not,  except  in  time  of  war,  have  adopted 
the  arguments  of  my  predecessors  in  office,  in  justification 
of  the  non-delivery  of  printed  matter  sent  through  the 
mails.  The  question  has  been  repeatedly  presented  to  my 
predecessors  in  time  of  peace  in  relation  to  printed  matter 
styled  "incendiary,"  or  "abolition  in  its  character,"  and 
iu  respect  to  the  States  nowiu  insurrection.  While  justify- 
ing postmasters  in  their  refusal  to  receive  or  forward  mail 
matter  described  by  the  general  terms  of  the  postal  laws  as 
"  mailable  matter,"  an  eminent  Postmaster  General  of  the 
administration  of  General  Jcackson,  under  date  of  August 
22, 1835,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  postmaster  at  New  York 
giving  his  views  upon  the  question  under  discussion.  The 
New  York  postmaster  had  assumed  to  decide  that  certain 
newspapers,  placed  in  that  post  office  for  conveyance  in  the 
mails,  were  incendiary  in  their  character,  and  calculated  to 
promote  insurrection.  He  refused  to  forward  them.  The 
Postmaster  General,  declining  himself  to  decide  upon  the 
character  of  the  publications  in  question,  and  refusing  to 
make  the  orders  thereon,  justified  his  deputy  postmaster  in 
the  decision  made  by  him,  and  supported  him  by  the  follow- 
ing arguments,  extracted  from  his  1  etter  of  that  date,  to  which 
the  attention  of  Congress  was  subsequently  called.  That 
Congress,  however,  by  its  inaction,  seemed  to  concur  in  the 
right  and  the  policy  of  excluding  such  alleged  treasonable 
and  insurrectionary  publications  from  the  mails. 

Post  Office  Department,  August  22, 1835. 

*  "Postmasters  may  lawfully  know,  in  all  cases,  the  con 
tents  of  newspapers,  because  the  law  expressly  provides 
that  they  shall  be  so  put  up  that  they  may  be  readily  ex- 
amined; and  if  they  know  those  contents  to  be  calculated 
and  designed  to  produce,  and,  if  delivered,  will  certainly 
produce,  the  commission  of  the  most  aggravated  crimes 
upon  the  property  and  persons  of  their  fellow  citizens,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  their  duty  to  detain  them, 
if  not  even  to  hand  them  over  to  the  civil  authorities.        * 

*  "  If  it  be  jufttiflable  to  detain  papers  passing  through 
the  mail,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  orpurishing  isolat- 
ed crimes  against  individuals,  how  much  more  important 
is  it  that  this  responsibility  should  be  assumed  to  preveut 
insurrections  and  save  communities?  If,  in  time  of  war,  a 
postmaster  should  detect  a  letter  of  an  enemy  or  spy  pass- 
ing through  the  mail,  which,  if  it  reached  its  destination, 
would  expose  his  country  to  invasion  and  her  armies  to 
destruction,  ought  ho  not  to  arrest  it?  Yet,  where  is  the 
legal  power  to  do  so  ? 

^"^  As  a  measure  of  great  public  necessity,  therefore,  you  and 
the  other  postmasters  who  have  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
stopping  these  inflammatory  papers  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  stand 
justified  in  that  step  before  your  country  and  all  mankiTul. 

*  *  "  Are  the  officers  of  the  United  States  com- 
pelled by  the  Constitution  and  laws  to  become  the  instru- 
ments and  accomplices  of  those  who  design  to  baffle  and 
make  nugatory  the  constitutional  laws  of  the  States;  to  fill 
them  with  sedition  and  murder  and  insurrection ;  to  over- 
throw those  institutions  which  are  recognized  and  guaran- 
tied by  the  Constitution  itself?        *        *        In  these  con- 


siderations there  is  reason  to  doubt  whether  the  abolition- 
ists have  a  right  to  make  use  of  the  mails  of  the  United 
States  to  convey  their  publications  into  States  where  their 
circulation  is  forbidden  by  law,  and  it  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  mail-curriers  and  postmasters  are  secure  from 
the  penalties  of  that  law,  if  they  knowingly  carry,  dis- 
tribute, or  hand  them  out.  *  *  As  well  may 
the  counterfeit«r  and  robber  demand  the  use  of  the  mails 
for  consummating  their  crimes,  and  complain  of  a  violation 
of  their  rights  when  it  is  denied. 

"  Upon  these  grounds  a  postmaster  may  well  hesitate  to 
be  the  agent  of  the  abolitionists  iu  sending  their  incendiary 
pubhcations  into  States  where  theii-  circulation  is  prohibi- 
ted by  law ;  and  much  more  may  postmasters  residing  in 
those  States  refuse  to  distribute  them.  *  *  I  do 
not  desire  to  be  understood  as  affirming  that  the  sugges- 
tions hero  thrown  out  ought,  without  the  action  of  higher 
authority,  to  be  considered  a^  the  settled  construction  of  the 
law,  or  regarded  by  postmasters  as  the  rule  of  their  future 
action.  It  is  only  intended  to  say  that  in  a  sudden  emer- 
gency, involving  principles  so  gi-ave  and  consequences  so 
serious,  the  safest  course  for  postmasters  and  the  best  for 
the  country  is  that  which  you  have  adopted.  *  *  * 
You  prevent  your  Government  from  being  the  unwilling 
agent  and  abettor  of  crimes  against  the  States  which  strike 
at  their  very  existence,  and  give  time  for  the  proper  au- 
thorities to  discuss  the  principles  involved  and  digest  a  safe 
rule  for  tlie  future  guidance  of  the  department. 

"  While  persisting  in  a  course  wliich  philanthropy  re- 
commends and  patriotism  approves,  I  doubt  not  that  you 
and  the  other  postmasters  who  have  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility of  stopping  these  inflammatory  papers  in  their  pas- 
sage to  the  South  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  performing 
your  duty  in  transmitting  and  delivering  ordinary  news- 
papers, magazines,  and  pamphlets,  with  perfect  punctuality. 
Occasion  must  not  be  given  to  charge  the  postmasters  with 
carrying  their  precautions  beyond  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  or  capriciously  applying  them  to  other  cases  in  which 
there  is  no  necessity ;  and  it  would  be  the  duty,  as  well  as 
the  inclination,  of  the  department  to  punish  such  assump- 
tion with  unwonted  severity.  This  suggestion  I  do  not 
make  because  I  have  any  apprehension  that  it  is  needed 
for  your  restraint,  but  because  I  wish  this  paper  to  bear 
upon  its  face  a  complete  explanation  of  tho  views  which  I 
take  of  my  own  duty  in  the  existing  emergency." 

The  question  was  afterwards  repeatedly  presented  in  this 
department.  In  Febraary,  1857,  it  was  brought  before 
Postmaster  General  Campbell,  in  connection  with  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  Cincinnati  Gazette  from  postal  privileges  in 
Mississippi.  A  certain  postmaster  at  Yazoo  had  denied  it 
the  privilege  of  his  post  office.  Mr.  Campbell  referred  the 
question  to  the  Attorney  General  of  President  Pierce's  ad- 
ministration. Under  date  of  March  2,  1857,  tho  Attorney 
General,  as  the  law  officer  of  the  Government,  replied 
officially  to  the  Postmaster  General,  justifying  such  action 
on  the  part  of  postmasters,  and  asserting,  among  others, 
the  following  arguments  and  conclusions : 

"AiioRNET  General's  Office, 
''March  2, 1857. 

*  *  "With  these  premises  we  have  the  main  question 
very  much  simplified.  It  is  this:  Has  a  citizen  of  one  of 
the  United  States  plenary  indisputable  right  to  employ  the 
functions  and  the  officers  of  tho  Union  as  the  means  of  en- 
abling him  to  produce  insurrection  in  another  of  the  Unit-od 
States  ?  Can  tho  officers  of  tho  Union  lawfully  lend  its  func- 
tions to  tho  citizens  of  one  of  the  States  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  insui-rection  in  another  State  ? 

"Taking  the  last  of  these  questions  first,  it  is  obvious  to 
say  that,  inasmuch  as  it  is  tho'constitutional  obligation  of 
the  United  States  to  protect  each  of  the  States  against '  do- 
mestic violence,'  and  to  make  provision  to  'suppress  insur- 
rections,' it  cannot  be  the  right  of  tho  United  States,  or  of 
any  of  its  officers,  and,  of  course,  it  cannot  bo  their  duty  to 
promote,  or  be  the  instrument  of  promoting,  insurrection  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States. 

"As  to  the  first  question,  likewise,  it  seems  obvious  to  say, 
that,  as  insurrection  in  any  one  of  the  States  is  violation  of 
law,  not  only  so  far  as  regards  that  State  itself,  but  also  as 
regards  the  United  StKtos,  therefore  no  citiztn  of  the  Union 
can  lawfully  incite  insurrection  in  any  one  of  the  States. 
*  *  *  It  would  be  preposterous  to  suppose  that  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States  has  lawful  right  tOTio  that 
which  ho  is  bound  by  law  to  prevent  when  attempted  by 
any  and  all  others;  and  monstrous  to  pretend  that  a  citizen 
of  one  of  the  States  has  a  moral  right  to  promote  or  commit 
insurrection  or  domestic  violence,  that  is,  robbery,  burglaiy, 
arson,  rape,  and  murder,  by  wholesale,  in  another  of  the 
States. 

"These  considerations,  it  seems  to  me,  are  decisive  of  the 
question  of  the  true  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress. 
Of  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  doubt.  Its  enact.nent  is, 
that '  if  any  postmaster  shall  unlawfully  detain,'  he  shall 
be  subject   to   fine,  imprisonment,  anil   rtisqualLQcaiion. 
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Th«n,  if  the  thing  be  of  lawful  delivery,  it  cannot  be  law- 
fully detained ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  un- 
lawful to  detain  that  which  it  is  unlawful  to  deliver.  Such 
is  the  plain  language  and  the  manifest  import  of  the  act  of 
Congress. 

"  I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  that  the  word  '  unlaw- 
fully' of  the  act  determines  the  case :  on  the  contrary,  my 
conclusion  would  be  the  same,  though  that  word  had  not 
been  hero  inserted.  By  employing  it,  indeed,  the  act  ex- 
pressly admits  that  there  may  be  lawful  cause  of  detention. 
But  such  lawful  cause  would  not  the  less  exist,  although 
its  existence  were  not  thus  expressly  recognized.  And,  of 
all  conceivable  causes  of  detention,  there  can  be  none  more 
operative  than  treasonableness  of  character,  for  in  every 
society  the  public  safety  is  the  supremcst  of  laws. 

"  Nay,  if,  instead  of  expressly  admitting  lawful  causes  of 
detention,  the  act  had  undertaken  to  exclude  them — if,  for 
instance,  it  had  in  terms  required  the  postmasters  to  circu- 
late papers,  which,  in  tendency  and  purpose,  are  of  character 
to  incite  insurrection  in  any  of  the  States — still  my  conclu- 
sion would  be  the  same.  I  should  say  of  such  a  provision 
of  law  it  is  a  nullity,  it  is  unconstitutional ;  not  so  by 
reason  of  conilict  with  any  State  law,  but  because  incon- 
sistent with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

"The  CoBstitution  forbids  insurrection;  it  imposes  on 
Congress  and  the  President  the  duty  of  suppressing  insur- 
rection; this  obligation  descends  tiirough  Congress  and  the 
President  to  all  the  subordinate  functionaries  of  the  Union, 
civil  and  military;  and  any  provision  of  an  act  of  Congress 
requiring  a  Federal  functionary  to  be  the  agent  or  minister 
of  insurrection  in  either  of  the  States  would  violate  palpably 
the  positive  letter,  and  defeat  one  of  the  primary  objects,  of 
the  Constitution. 

"  These,  my  conclusions,  apply  only  to  newspapers,  pamph- 
lets, or  other  printed  matter,  the  character  of  which  is  of 
public  notoriety,  or  is  necessarily  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  postmaster  by  publicity  of  transmission  through  the 
mails  vmsealed,  and  as  to  the  nature  of  which  he  cannot 
plead  ignorance. 

*  *  "  It  is  intimated  in  one  of  the  documents  before 
me  that  to  permit  a  deputy  postmaster  to  detain  a  news- 
paper because  of  its  imputed  unla\vfulnes8  would  be  to  erect 
him  into  a  censor  of  the  press.  These  are  but  words  of  rhe- 
torical exaggeration.  Public  journals  are  a  necessary  part 
of  our  social  life,  just  as  much  as  the  steamboat,  the  rail- 
way train,  or  the  telegraph.  There  is  not  the  least  reason 
to  apprehend  that  we  shall  suffer  ourselves  to  be  deprived 
of  them  by  the  interposition  of  unlawful  impediments  to 
their  circulation. 

*  *  "  We  shall  appreciate  the  true  legal  relation  of  the 
whole  question  if  we  consider  a  supposition  which  has  more 
than  once  heretofore  been  actual  fict,  and  may  be  such 
again.  Suppose  that  gome  European  Government — whether 
in  the  pros^ecutionof  war,orinduced  by  hostilily  of  purpose 
notyetbecome  war,buttendiiigtowariJ8  it,  or  in  thespiritof 
misdirected  propagandism  of  its  own  particular  social  or 
political  opinions — should  undertake  to  produce  revolution 
or  insurrection  in  the  United  states.  Would  it,  in  that 
case,  be  the  duty,  would  it  ho  the  right,  of  theGoverumeat 
or  officers  of  the  Union  to  aid  the  foreign  Government  in  its 
inimical  machinations?  To  this  general  inquiry,  of  course, 
there  can  be  but  one  possible  answer.  It  wouldbethe  ma  li- 
fest  duty  of  every  officer  of  the  United  States — nay,  of  every 
officer  of  each  State — nay,  of  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  to  resist,  and  to  do  everything  in  his  power  to  de 
feat  all  such  machinations;  for  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States  is  uuder  engagement,  express  or  implied,  to  uphold 
and  maintain  the  Constitution. 

"  In  the  general  contingency  supposed  it  is  quite  imma- 
terial whether  foreign  attempts  to  produce  revolution  con- 
sist of  exhortations  to  insurrection  by  word  of  mouth — that 
is,  the  introduction  of  emissaries  of  sedition  into  the  coun- 
try— or  of  exhortations  to  insurrection  in  the  form  of  hand- 
bills, newspapers,  or  pamphlets.  In  whatever  manner  at- 
tempted, the  thing  itself  would  be  an  act  of  wrongful  or 
hostile  attack  on  our  sovereignty  and  on  our  national  and 
private  peace;  defensible  as  an  actof  waron  the  part  of  an 
enemy  Government,  but  otherwise  against  natural  law, 
against  public  law.  aga'.nst  municipal  law  ;  and  therefore, 
on  all  these  accou.'.ts,  requiring  to  be  manfully  withstood 
and  counteracted  by  every  soind-hearted  and  true-minded 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  more  especially  by  all  offi- 
cers, civil  and  military,  of  the  Federal  Government,  from 
the  President  down  to  the  humblest  village  postmaster  in 
the  land. 

"The  general  supposition  includes  printed,  equally  with 
oral,  exhortations  to  insiu-rection.  Take  now,  by  itself,  the 
case  of  printed  matter  of  that  description.  Is  it  the  legal 
duty  of  the  Post  Office  Department  kno\vingly  to  circulate 
such  matter?  Is  it  the  legal  duty  of  deputy  postmasters? 
Or  reducing  the  general  supposition  down  to  its  narrowest 
expression  in  the  limited  exigencies  of  the  present  case,  is  a 
d'^pnty  postmaster  required  knowingly  to  circulate  such 
matter  under  penalty  of  indictment,  removal  from  office, 


and  disqualification  ?  Is  the  inconvenience  which  the  for- 
eign Government  or  its  emissary  may  suffer,  in  not  being 
able  to  effect  the  free  circulation  of  such  treasonable  matter 
— or  the  inconvenience  which  the  disaffected  person  to  whom 
it  was  addressed  suffers,  in  his  not  being  able  to  receive  and 
to  circulate  further  such  treasonable  matter — are  these  in- 
conveniences to  outweigh  the  inconvenience  to  the  whole 
country,  as  well  as  to  individuals,  of  insurrection,  and  of 
civil  or  servile  war?  Is  that  the  true  construction  of  the 
act  of  Congress?  I  think  no  legal  expositor  could  hesitate 
to  say,  no. 

"  Now  in  what  does  the  general  case  supposed,  with  its 
all  but  self-evident  conclusions,  differ  from  the  specific  case 
under  consideration  ?  Simply,  that  any  European  Govern- 
ment possesses  the  sovereign  right,  as  an  act  of  war,  to 
attack  us  with  attempts  to  excite  insurrection  as  well  as 
mth  cannon — subject  to  be  repelled  by  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  Union — but  no  citizen  of  the  United  States  possesses 
legal  right  to  promote  rebellious  acts  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  whether  as  against  the  authority  of  the  United  • 
States  or  of  the  particular  State  in  which  he  is,  or  of  any 
other  of  the  States. 

*  *  "In  fine,  the  proposition  may  be  made  universal 
to  the  effect  that  no  person  in  the  United  States,  whether  he 
be  citizen,  subject,  or  aUen,  has  the  legal  right  to  promote  re- 
bellion. *  *  In  the  foregoing  series  of  supposi- 
tions we  have  reasoned  out  a  conclusion  from  the  premises 
of  the  attempt  of  a  foreign  Government,  by  the  use  of  our 
mails  and  post  offices,  to  promote  insurrection  in  the  United 
States.  *  *  And  shall  not  the  citizens  of  one  of 
the  States  of  the  Union  be  held  entitled  to  the  same  security 
from  attempts  to  promote  insurrection  among  them,  on  the 
part  of  their  fellow-citizens  of  other  States?  *  • 
On  the  whole,  then,  it  seems  clear  to  me  that  a  deputy 
postmaster,  or  other  officer  of  the  United  States,  is  not  re- 
quired by  law  to  become  knowingly  the  enforced  agent  or 
instrument  of  enemies  of  the  public  peace,  to  disseminate, 
in  their  behalf,  within  the  limits  of  any  one  of  the  States 
of  the  Union  printed  matter,  the  design  and  tendency  of 
which  are  to  promote  insurrection  in  such  State.'"* 

Again,  in  1S59,  Mr.  Holt,  then  at  the  head  of  this  depart- 
ment, in  a  letter  dated  the  5th  of  December  of  that  year, 
addressed  to  a  postmaster  in  Virginia,  adhered  to  the  prece- 
dents, and  said : 

"One  of  the  most  solemn  constitutional  obligations  im- 
posed on  the  Federal  Government  is  that  of  protecting  the 
States  against  'insurrection'  and  'domestic  violence;'  of 
course  none  of  its  instrumentalities  can  be  lawfully  em- 
ployed in  inciting,  even  in  the  remotest  degree,  to  the  very 
crime  wliich  involves  in  its  train  all  others,  and  with  the 
suppression  of  which  it  is  especially  charged." 

These  citations  show  that  a  course  of  precedents  has  ex- 
isted in  this  department  for  twenty-five  years — known  to 
Congress,  not  annulled  or  restrained  by  act  of  Congress — in 
accordance  with  which  newspapers  and  other  printed  mat- 
ter, decided  by  postal  officers  to  be  insurrectionary,  or  trear 
sonable,  or  in  any  degree  inciting  to  treason  or  insurrection, 
have  been  excluded  from  the  mails  and  post  offices  of  the 
United  States  solely  by  authority  of  the  executive  adminis- 
tration. This,  under  the  rules  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  as  appUcableto  executive  construction 
of  laws  with  whose  execution  the  departments  are  specially 


*  Jefferson  Davis  thus  expressed  himself  on  this  opinion 
of  Attorney  General  Gushing  a  few  months  after  its  publi- 
cation : 

Washington,  January  4, 1858. 

Gentlemen  :  When  I  last  addressed  you  in  answer  to  yonr 
letter  communicating  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  citizens 
of  Yazoo  City,  in  relation  to  the  circulation  of  incencUary 
matter  through  the  mails  of  the  United  States,  I  promised 
that  you  should  hear  from  me  further,  and  gave  you  asstir- 
ance  of  sv;ch  action  by  the  last  Administration  as  would  be 
satisfactory  to  you. 

I  have  thus  long  delayed  the  promised  communication  in 
expectation  of  receiving  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral upon  the  legal  merits  of  the  ciise,  the  question  having 
been  referred  to  him  by  the  Postmaster  General,  the  Hon. 
James  Campbell. 

The  Attorney  General,  in  the  opinion  enclosed,  sustains 
the  conclusion  of  the  President  and  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, and  so  satisfactorily  disposes  of  the  question  at  issue 
that  I  hope  that  we  shall  be  saved  'from  any  further  agitar 
tion  of  it. 

Concurring  fully  with  you  in  your  opinion  of  the  powers 
of  a  State,  the  duty  of  its  citizens,  and  the  obligation  of  our 
community  in  such  contingency  as  that  presented  by  the 
case  reported  in  your  letter,  I  trust  we  shall  also  agree  that 
the  matter  has  been  concluded  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
State-Rights  Administration  uuder  which  it  arose. 

With  groat  regard,  I  am  your  friend  and  fellow-citizen, 
JEFFERSON  DAA'IS. 
To  Messrs.  Robert  Bowman,  George  B.  Wilkinson,  and  A 

M.  Harlow,  committee,  Yazoo  City. 
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charged,  would  establish  my  action  as  within  the  legal  con- 
struction of  the  postiil  acts  authorizing  the  transportation 
of  printed  matter  in  the  United  States  mails.  It  would  set- 
tle the  right  of  this  department  and  its  various  officers  to 
resist  all  efforts  to  make  them  particeps  criminis  of  treason 
and  rebellion,  by  compelling  them  to  circulate  and  distrib- 
ute with  their  o\vn  hands  the  moral  weapons  which  are  to 
bring  civil  war  to  their  firesides,  with  its  horrible  train  of 
barbarities  in  the  destruction  of  life  and  property. 

Upon  the  like  considerations  I  have,  at  different  times, 
excluded  from  the  mails  obscene  and  scandalous  printed 
matter  on  exhibition  of  its  criminal  immorality.  If  an  un- 
sealed printed  publication  were  offered  to  the  mails,  insti- 
gating murder,  arson,  destruction  of  railroads,  or  other 
crimes,  and  advocating  an  organization  for  such  pui-poses,  I 
ehould,  upon  the  same  principles,  without  hesitation,  ex- 
clude it  from  the  mails  as  unlawful  matter,  in  the  absence 
of  a  contravening  act  of  Congress. 

I  do  not  \vish  to  be  understood,  however,  as  indorsing,  but 
rather  as  distinctly  dissenting  from,  some  of  the  arguments 
and  conclusious,  and  from  the  extent  to  which  precetUng 
Administrations  have  gone,  as  indicated  by  some  of  the 
foregoing  citations.  The  precedents  and  arguments  go  fiir 
beyond  any  action  which  I  have  taken,  or  would  be  wilhng 
to  take,  under  the  like  circumstances. 

1st.  I  reject  that  portion  of  the  precedents  which  allows 
twenty-eight  tliousaud  postmasters  of  the  country  to  judge, 
each  for  himself,  what  newspapers  are  lawful  and  what  un- 
lawful ;  wliat  may  go  in  the  mails  and  what  shall  be  ex- 
cluded. I  have  refused  to  allow  postmasters  to  sit  in  final 
judgment  upon  all  the  interests  involved,  subject  as  they 
are  to  conflicting  local  prejudices.  The  Postmaster  General, 
who  is  more  directly  responsible  to  Congress,  aud  more  ac- 
cessible to  their  inquiries,  should  alone  exercise  such 
afbority,  in  trhatever  degree  it  exists,  and  should  not 
devolve  it  on  subordinates.  Whatever  control  can  be  law- 
fully exercised  over  the  mails  by  a  postmaster  may  always 
be  exercised  or  ordered  by  the  chief,  under  whose  direction 
the  law  expressly  subordinates  the  postmaster.  This  is  a 
self-evident  proposition.  It  has,  however,  been  sustained 
by  the  official  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,  dated  March  2, 1857. 

2d.  I  dissent  from  the  extent  to  which  the  doctrine  has 
been  carried  by  late  administrations,  that  in  time  of  peace, 
and  in  the  absence  of  all  hostile  or  criminal  organizations, 
operating  against  Constitution  or  law,  either  a  Postmaster 
General,  or  any  postmaster,  can  at  will  exclude  from  the 
mails  newspapers  and  other  printed  matter  which  contain 
discussions  obnoxious  to  some  special  interest,  but  uot 
aimed  against  Government,  law,  or  the  public  safety.  It  is 
too  dangerous  a  discretion  to  be  exercised  or  desired  by  any 
executive  officer  attached  to  the  constitutional  freedom  of 
the  press.  Such  has  been,  in  some  cases,  the  action  of  this 
department  in  late  years,  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  break 
the  too  great  uniformity  of  its  decisions  in  this  respect. 
Even  in  time  of  war,  the  power  so  long  conceded  should  be 
used  with  great  care  and  delicacy.  I  say  in  time  of  war, 
because  the  executive  department  has  powers  then  which 
do  not  attach  to  it  in  time  of  peace.  The  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  no  person  shall  "  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property  without  due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private 
property  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensa- 
tion." Yet,  in  time  of  war,  the  life,  Uberty,  and  property  of 
persons  in  the  United  States,  being  also  insurrectionary 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  are  necessarily  taken  without 
any  process  except  that  of  powder  and  the  bayonet.  And 
no  man  denies  tho  right  as  an  incident  of  war.  Yet,  in 
peace,  it  could  not  be  done.  These  acts  are  as  thoroughly 
constitutional  in  war  as  they  are  unconstitutional  in  peace. 
In  harmony  with  this  principle,  I  would  give  far  greater 
latitude  to  alleged  wrongful  and  obnoxious  printed  matter 
in  a  period  of  peace  than  would  be  justifiable  in  a  time  of  war. 

This  reply  to  the  inquiry  transmitted  to  me  by  the  com- 
mittee embraces  the  following  conclusions : 

first.  That  the  exercise  of  tho  authority  inquired  of  rests 
upon  the  Constitution  of  tho  United  States,  and  the  defini- 
tion of  mailable  matter  given  in  the  postal  law,  as  construed 
by  past  administrations  of  this  department,  enforced  by  the 
official  opinion  of  a  late  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  and  known  to  and  recognized  by  former  Congresses 
of  tho  United  States. 

Second.  That  a  power  and  a  duty  to  prevent  hostile  printed 
matter  from  reaching  the  enemy,  and  to  prevent  such  mat- 
ter from  instigating  others  to  co-operate  with  the  enemy,  by 
the  aid  of  the  United  States  mails,  exist  in  time  of  war,  and 
in  the  presence  of  treasonable  and  armed  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  which  do  not  exist  in  time  of  peace,  and  in 
the  ubsanoe  of  criminal  organizations. 

Third.  That  the  present  Postmaster  General  has  restricted 
the  exercise  of  the  power  during  this  war  far  within  the 
scope  claimed  and  allowed  by  former  Administrations  iu 
periods  of  national  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
eervaut,  M.  BLAIB,  Postmaster  General. 


The  comniittee  review  the  case,  and  con- 
clude as  follows : 

Your  committee  are  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  too 
great  caution  cannot  be  exercised  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion 
as  to  what  is  and  what  iij  not  lawful  mailable  matter  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  what  papers,  publications,  or  messages  are 
treasonable  in  their  character,  or  for  other  reasons  unlaw- 
ful, aud  should,  therefjre,  be  excluded  from  the  mails. 

In  the  case  now  before  the  committee  the  grand  jury  ol 
one  of  the  federal  courts  in  the  Statp  of  New  York  concur- 
red in  opinion  with  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
in  the  construction  of  the  character  of  the  publications, 
and  the  purposes  of  the  publishers,  it  being,  too,  in  a  time 
when  extreme  vigilance  was  demanded  iu  the  executive 
department  of  the  Government  to  preserve  the  integrity  ol 
the  Union.  And  the  object  being  to  secure  that  noble  and 
patriotic  object,  your  committee  believe  the  act  of  the  Posfc 
master  General  was  not  only  within  the  scope  of  his  powers- 
but  induced  solely  by  considerations  of  the  public  good. 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  (of  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,)  in  his  speech,  March  3, 
1863,  in  the  House,  quoted  these  two  additional 
paragraphs  from  Amos  Kendall's  opinion  of 
1835: 

"  After  mature^  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  seeking 
the  best  advice  within  my  reach,  I  am  confirmed  iu  the 
opin'on  that  the  Postmaster  General  has  no  legal  authority, 
by  any  order  or  regulation  of  the  Department,  to  e.xclude 
from  the  mails  any  species  of  magazines,  newspapers,  or 
pamphlets.  Such  a  power  vested  in  the  head  of  this  De- 
partment would  be  fearfully  dangerous,  and  has  therefore 
been  withheld.  Any  order  or  letter  of  mine  directing  or 
officially  sanctioning  the  step  you  have  taken  would,  there- 
fore, be  utterly  powerless  and  void,  and  would  uot  in  the 
slightest  detrree  relieve  you  from  itsresponsibility.      *      * 

"The  Postmaster  General  has  no  legal  power  to  pre- 
scribe any  rules  for  the  government  of  postmasters  iu  such 
cases ;  nor  has  he  ever  attempted  to  do  so.  They  act  in 
each  case  on  their  own  responsibility;  and  if  they  im- 
properly detain  or  use  papers  sent  to  their  offices  for  trans- 
mission or  delivery  it  is  at  their  peril,  and  on  their  heads 
falls  the  punishment.  If  in  time  of  war  a  postmaster  should 
detect  the  letter  of  an  enemy  or  a  spy  passing  through  the 
mail,  which,  if  it  reached  its  destination,  would  expose  his 
country  to  invasion  and  her  armies  to  destruction,  ought  he 
not  to  arrest  it  ?    Yet  where  is  his  legal  power  to  do  so  V 

He  added : 

In  1836,  Blr.  Calhotin,  as  chairman  of  a  special  committee 
of  the  Senate,  reported  a  bill  making  it  a  penal  offence  for 
any  postmaster  to  receive  into  the  mails  for  transmission 
to  any  person  within  a  State,  or  to  deliver  out  of  the  mails 
to  any  such  person,  any  publication  the  circulation  of 
which  was  forbidden  by  that  State.  Subsequently  the  first 
clause  of  the  bill  was  stricken  out,  and  the  latter,  relating 
to  the  delivery  of  such  matter,  was  retained.  It  gave  rise 
to  much  discussion,  and  elicited  an  extremely  able  debate 
from  the  most  eminent  members  ol  that  then  very  able 
body.  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  zealous  advocate  of  the  bill,  con- 
tended that  a  bill  of  this  nature  was  the  only  one  which 
Congress  had  the  power  to  pass ;  that  CongTess  could  not 
discriminate  in  reference  to  character  what  publications 
shall  or  shall  not  be  transmitted  through  the  mail,  without 
abridging  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  subjecting  it  to  the 
control  of  congressional  legislation ;  but  that  no  such  re- 
striction applied  to  the  States;  they  might  forbid  such 
publications  as  they  thought  dangerous,  and  that  Congress 
had  the  power,  and  ought  to  exercise  it,  of  co-operating 
with  the  States  in  repressing  the  circulation  of  publications 
thus  prohibited. 

The  circulation  of  anti-slavery  docmnents,  tending  to  ex- 
cite servile  insurrection,  had  become  a  great  evil.  It  had 
awakened  fears  of  trouble  among  the  slaves,  and  had  there- 
fore exasperated  the  people.  Most  of  the  slaveholding  States 
had  passed  laws  forbidding  their  circulation  under  severe 
penalties.  They  were  still  carried  through  the  mails,  and 
it  began  to  be  questioned  whether  the  postmasters  were  not 
relieved  from  the  penalties  of  the  State  law  because  they 
were  acting  under  the  sanction  of  Federal  law.  Great  an- 
xiety existed  to  relieve  the  apprehensions  of  the  southern 
people.  The  President,  General  Jackson,  recommended  the 
subject  most  earnestly  to  Congress.  He  did  uot  pretend  that 
there  existed  any  power  of  relief  in  any  of  the  Executive 
Departments.  Senators,  almost  without  exception,  expressed 
a  determination  to  go  as  far  as  they  could  to  apply  a  remedy. 
But  the  bill  was  most  strenuously  opposed.  It  was  said  to 
curtail  the  freedom  of  the  press.      ***** 

The  bill  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  seven;  Messrs.  Benton, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Southard,  Wall,  Leigh,  Goldsborough, 
among  others  from  the  slaveholding  States;  and  Messrs. 
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Webster,  Niles,  Bwing,  and  Davis,  with  others  from  the 
nou-slaveholding  States  voting  against  it.  And  yet  it  is  in 
reference  to  this  discussion  and  this  action  that  the  Post- 
master General  in  liis  letter  to  the  committee  sajs  " that 
Congress  by  its  inaction  seemed  to  concur  in  the  right  and 
tb.e  policy  of  excluding  such  alleged  treasonable  and  insur- 
rectionary publications  from  the  mails."  On  the  contrary, 
Congress  expressly  refused  to  sanction  the  idea  that  it  had 
the  power ;  and  certainly  no  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has. 

Generals  commanding  departments  frequent- 
ly prohibit  the  circulation  of  certain  newspapers 
within  the  limits  of  their  commands.  Major 
General  Wallace,  May  18,  1864,  suppressed  the 
Baltimore  Evening  Transcript.  Major  General 
Rosecrans,  May  26,  1864,  prohibited  the  circu- 
lation of  the  Metropolitan  Record  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Missouri.  The  circulation  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Enquirer  has  recently  been  prohibited^ 
by  tlie  Genei-al  commanding,  in  Kentucky. 

A  REMINISCENCE. 
VIRGIiaA  AND  THE  TRIBUNE. 

Post  Office,  Lynchbtiro,  TraoTNiA, 
December  2, 1859. 
Mr.  HoR-iCE  Greeley  : 

Sir  :  I  hereby  inform  yon  that  I  shall  not,  in  future,  de- 
liver from  this  ofHce  the  copies  of  the  Tribune  which  come 
here,  because  I  believe  them  to  be  of  that  incendiary  char- 
acter which  are  forbidden  circulation  alike  by  the  laws  of 
the  land,  and.  a  proper  regard  for  the  safety  of  society.  You 
will,  therefore,  discontinue  them. 

EespectfuUy,  E.H-GLASS^osimcwier. 

Reply. 
New  Tore,  December  9, 1859. 
Me.  Postmaster  opTiTNCHBuko,  Virginia  : 

Sm :  I  take  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  do  nothing  of 
the  sort.  The  subscribers  to  the  Tribune  in  Lynchburg 
have  paid  for  their  papers ;  we  have  taken  their  money,  and 
Bhall  fairly  and  fully  earn  it,  according  to  contract,  if  they 
direct  us  to  send  their  papers  to  some  other  post  office,  we 
shall  obey  the  request ;  otherwise,  we  shall  send  them  as 
originally  ordered.  If  you  or  your  masters  choose  to  steal 
and  destroy  them,  that  is  your  affair — at  all  events,  not  ours ; 
and  if  there  is  no  law  in  Virginia  to  punish  the  larceny,  so 
much  the  worse  for  her  and  our  plundered  subscribers.  If 
the  Federal  Administration,  whereof  you  are  the  tool,  after 
monopolizing  the  business  of  mail-carrying,  sees  fit  to  be- 
come the  accompUce  and  patron  of  mail-robbery,  I  suppose 
the  outrage  must  be  borne  until  more  honest  and  less  ser- 
vile rulers  can  bo  put  into  high  places  at  Washington,  or 
till  the  people  can  recover  their  natural  right  to  carry  each 
other's  letters  and  printed  matter,  asking  no  odds  "of  the 
Government.  Go  ahead  in  your  own  base  way.  I  sliall 
stand  steadfast  for  human  liberty  and  the  protection  of  all 
natm'al  rights. 

Yours,  stiffly,  HORACE  GREELEY. 

THE    RECENT    StIPPRESSION    IN    NEW   YORK. 

1864,  May  19 — By  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  offices  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  and 
the  World — in  which  papers  had  appeared  a 
forged  proclamation  of  the  President  for  400,- 
000  troops — were  seized  by  the  military  au- 
thorities and  held  for  several  days.  This  led 
to  these  proceedings  : 

Gov.  Seymour's  Letter  to  the  District  Attorney. 
State  of  New  York,  Executive  Department, 
Albany,  May  23,  18&4. 
To  A.  Oakey  HALL,  Esq., 

District  Attorney  of  the  County  of  New  Tork : 

Sir:  I  am  advised  that  on  the  19th  inst.,  the  ofBceof  The 
Journal  of  Commerce  and  that  of  The  New  York  World 
were  entered  by  armed  men,  the  propertjr  of  the  owners 
seized,  and  the  premises  held  by  force  for  several  days.  It 
is  charged  that  these  acts  of  violence  were  done  without 
due  legal  process,  and  without  the  sanction  of  State  or 
national  laws. 

If  this  be  true  the  offenders  must  be  punished. 

In  the  month  of  July  last,  when  New  York  was  a  scene 
of  violence,  I  gave  warning  that  "  the  laws  of  the  State 
must  be  enforced,  its  peace  and  order  maintained,  and  the 
property  of  its  citizens  protected  at  every  hazard."  The 
lawy  were  enforced  at  a  fearful  cost  of  blood  and  life. 

The  declaration  I  then  made  was  not  intended  merely  for 


that  occasion  or  against  4kiy  class  of  men.  It  is  one  of  an 
enduring  character,  to  be  asserted  at  all  times  and  against 
all  condition  of  citizens,  without  favor  or  distinction.  Un- 
less all  are  made  to  bow  to  the  law,  it  will  be  respected  by 
none. 

Unless  all  are  made  secure  in  their  rights  of  pen  >n  and 
property,  none  cau  bo  protected.  If  the  owners  of  the 
above-named  journals  have  violated  State  or  national  laws, 
they  must  be  procei-ded  against  and  punished  by  those  laws. 
Any  action  against  them  outside  of  legal  procedures  is 
criminal.  At  this  time  of  civil  war  and  disorder,  the  mar 
jesty  of  the  law  must  be  upheld  or  society  will  sink  into 
anarchy.  Oiu-  soldiers  in  the  field  will  battle  in  vain  for 
constitutional  liberty  if  persons  or  property,  or  opinions, 
are  trampled  upon  at  home.  We  must  not  give  up  home 
freedom,  and  thus  disgrace  the  American  character  whUe 
our  citizens  in  the  army  are  pouring  out  their  blood  to 
maintaiin  the  national  honor.  They  must  not  find  when 
they  come  back  that  their  personal  and  fireside  rights  have 
been  despoiled. 

In  addition  to  the  general  obligation  to  enforce  the  laws 
of  the  land,  there  are  local  reasons  why  they  must  be  up- 
held in  the  city  of  New  York.  If  they  are  not,  its  commeice 
and  greatness  \n\\  be  broken  down.  If  this  great  center  of 
wealth,  business,  and  enterprise  is  thrown  into  tUsorderand 
bankruptcy,  the  National  Govermnent  will  be  paralyzed. 
What  makes  New  York  the  heart  of  our  country  ?  Why 
are  its  pulsations  felt  at  the  extremities  of  om-  land?  Not 
through  its  position  alone,  but  because  of  the  world-wide 
belief  that  property  is  safe  within  its  limits  from  waste  by 
mobs  and  from  spoUation  by  Government. 

The  laborers  in  the  workshop,  the  mine,  and  in  the  field, 
on  this  continent  and  in  every  other  part  of  the  globe,  send 
to  its  merchants,  for  sale  or  exchange,  the  products  of  their 
toil.  These  merchants  are  made  the  trusteog  of  the  wealth 
of  millions  liwng  in  every  land,  because  it  is  believed  that 
in  their  hands  property  is  safe  under  the  shield  of  laws  a(^ 
ministered  upon  principle  and  according  to  known  usages. 
Ttiis  great  confidence  has  grown  up  in  the  course  of  many 
years  by  virtue  of  a  painstaking,  honest  performance  oj 
duty  by  the  business  men  of  your  city.  In  this  they  have 
been  aided  by  the  enforcement  of  laws  based  upon  the 
solemnly-recorded  pledges  that  "  the  right  of  the  people  to 
bo  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects 
against  unreasonable  searches  %nd  seizures  shall  not  be  vio- 
lated, and  that  no  one  shall  be  deprived  of  liberty  or  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law." 

For  more  than  eighty  years  have  we  as  a  people  been 
building  up  this  universal  faith  in  the  sanctity  of  our 
jurisprudence.  It  is  this  which  carries  our  commerce  upon 
every  ocean  and  brings  back  to  our  merchants  the  wealth 
of  every  clime.  It  is  now  charged  that,  in  utter  disregard 
of  the  sensitiveness  of  that  faith,  at  a  moment  when  the 
national  credit  is  undergoing  a  fearful  trial,  the  organs  of 
commerce  are  seized  andheld,in  violation  of  constitutional 
pledges,  that  this  act  was  done  in  a  public  mart  of  your 
great  city,  and  was  thus  forced  upon  the  notice  of  the  com- 
mercial agents  of  the  world,  and  they  were  shown  in  aa 
offensive  way  that  property  is  seized  by  military  force  and 
arbitrary  orders. 

These  things  are  more  hurtful  to  the  national  honor  and 
strength  than  the  loss  of  battles.  The  world  will  confound 
such  acts  with  the  principles  of  onr  Government,  and  the 
folly  and  crimes  of  officials  will  be  looked  upon  as  the 
natural  results  of  the  spirit  of  our  institutions.  Our  State 
and  local  authorities  must  repel  this  ruinous  inference.  If 
the  merchants  of  New  York  are  not  willing  to  have  their 
harbor  sealed  up  and  their  commerce  paralyzed,  they  must 
unite  in  this  demand  for  the  security  of  persons  and  prop- 
erty. Iftbisisnot  done,  the  world  will  withdraw  from 
their  keeping  its  treasures  and  its  commerce. 

History  has  taught  all  that  official  violation  of  law  in 
times  of  civil  war  and  disorder  goes  before  acts  of  spoilation 
and  other  measures  which  destroy  the  safeguards  of  com- 
merce. 

I  call  upon  you  to  look  into  the  facts  connected  with  tho 
seizure  of  The  Journal  of  Commerce  and  of  The  New  Tork 
World.  If  these  acts  were  illegal,  the  offenders  must  be 
punished.  In  making  your  inquiries  aud  in  prosecuting 
the  parties  implicated,  you  will  call  upon  the  Sheriff  of  the 
county  and  the  heads  of  the  Police  Department  for  any 
needed  force  or  assistance.  The  failure  to  give  this  by  any 
ofQcial  under  my  control  will  be  deemed  a  sufficient  causa 
for  his  removal. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

HORATIO  SEYMOUR. 

CHABGE    or   JUDGE  BUSSELL, 

Of  the  New  York  Court  of  General  Sessions, 
June  13,  to  the  grand  jury,  composed  as  follows  • 

Cyrus  Mason,  Foreman,  John  E.  Anderson,  Nathaniel  W. 
Carter,  Murtin  L.  Delafield,  Mathew  Hettrick,  John  J.  Hav- 
er, David  C.  Newell,  James  U.  Pinckuey,  Wm.  Palen,  Win. 
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B<.  wn,  J.  Austin  Stevens,  jr.,  Amos  H.  Trowbridge,  Sam- 
nul  1-  Beekman,  Seabury  Brewster,  Jacob  D.  T.  Hersey, 
Benft.lict  Lewis,  jr.,  Willard  Phelps,  Wm.  T.  Skeff,  W.  M. 
Tburujim,  John  P.  fforstell,  John  Towneend,  John  D. 
Welsh,  Chris.  Zabriskie,  jr. 

The  grand  j'uiy  having  taken  the  usual  oath, 
Judge  Kussell  delivered  a  charge  in  which  he 
thus  alluded  to  the  order  for  the  arrest  of  the 
proprietors,  and  for  the  suppression  of  their 
journals : 

The  first  j^art  of  the  order  was  never  fully  executed.  The 
latter  part  wai^,  and  the  forcible  possession  maintained  for 
several  da3'S.  The  author  of  the  fraud,  it  is  said,  has  been 
discovered,  and  the  newspapers  in  question  have  been 
exonerated  frou>  all  suspicion  of  guilt  or  blame.  If  this  be 
80,  this  is  an  instance  of  innocent  men  being  summiirily 
interfered  with,  or  trespassed  upon,  in  the  sanctity  of  their 
persons  and  property.  As  such,  it  is  a  violation  of  both  the 
Federal  and  State  Constitutions,  and  it  is  your  duty  to 
examine  into  it.  This  is  not  a  self-imposed  or  self-assumed 
duty  by  this  court.  Ibo  facta  were  communicated  to  the 
Executive  of  this  State,  and  he  addressed  to  the  district 
attorney  of  this  county  the  coanmunication  I  now  read  to 
you. 

[The  Judge  then  read  Governor  Seymour's  letter.] 

Actiug  upon  Ike  duty  thla  Court  owes  to  the  laws  of  this 
State,  which  is  repeated  in  the  otficial  document  I  have  just 
read  to  you,l  beg  to  submit  the  matter  to  your  calmestand 
most  careful  consideration.  The  Court  is  convinced  thatyou 
will  deal  with  it  in  such  a  manner  as  becomes  tho  dutiful 
and  loyal  citizens  of  a  dutiful  and  loyal  State.  Anything 
like  political  bias  should  be  discarc'ed.  The  question  is 
simply  thus :  Have  the  laws  of  the  State,  in  reference  to 
the  protection  of  person  and  property,  been  violated,  and 
if  so,  who  are  the  parties  who  have  been  concerned  m  it? 
No  matter  what  their  station  may  be,  they  must  answer 
for  tho  wrong,  if  there  be  one.  If  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  other  otBcer  who  assumed  to  issue  the  or- 
der, had  no  such  power  or  authority,  those  who  obeyed  and 
enforced  it  are  clearly  responsible. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  occasion, the  Court  instructByou 
that  such  an  order  as  has  been  referred  to  would  not,  under 
the  circumstances  stated,  be  any  protection  to  those  con- 
cerned m  Its  execution.  This  will  raise  the  question  at  issue 
between  the  Slate  and  General  Government  in  a  legal  way. 
Any  attempt  to  interfere  with  freedom  of  speech  or  liberty 
01  the  press  has  been  regarded  and  watched  with  the  great- 
est jealousy  by  the  constituents  of  our  Federal  and  State 
Governments.  These  invaluable  privileges  are  protected 
in  both  the  Federal  and  State  Constitutions.  Neither  Con- 
gress nor  our  State  Legislature  can  make  a  law  abridging 
either  right.  In  the  year  1798,  the  famous  ' '  Sedition  law" 
was  passed  by  Congress,  giving  the  Government  extraor- 
dinary power  in  reference  to  publications  calculated  to 
weaken  its  authority.  So  unpalatable  was  this  law  that  it 
was  finally  repealed.  Two  of  the  Stale  Legislatures  ex- 
pressly declared  against  its  constitutionality.  At  the  time 
it  was  passed,  the  Government  being  in  a  state  of  compara- 
tive infancy,  it  ought  probably  to  have  been  more  favor- 
ably regarded ;  but  it  involved  rights  too  dear  to  be  trenched 
upon  or  surrendered.  In  reference  to  the  alleged  author  of 
the  spurious  proclamation,  you  will  receive  evidence  of  the 
fact  establishing  his  guilt,  and  if  you  are  satisfied  of  it,  you 
will  present  him  for  such  an  offence  as,  under  the  advice  of 
the  district  attorney,  (to  whom  you  are  entitled  to  appeal 
for  advice,)  may  be  proper.  At  common  law,  the  "spread- 
ing false  news  to  make  discord  between  the  king  and  no- 
bility, or  concerning  any  great  man  of  the  realm,"  was  an 
oflence  against  the  public  peace,  punishable  with  fine  and 
imprisonment. 

It  may  be  that  the  elements  of  the  common  law  will  be 
invoked  by  the  districtattorney  in  reference  to  this  offender. 
In  reference  to  the  parties  engaged  in  taking  and  maintain- 
ing forcible  possession  of  the  newspaper  establishments, 
the  court  instructs  you  that  if  there  were  three  or  more  of 
them,  they  would  be  liable  as  for  riot,  which  has  been  de- 
fined to  be  "  where  three  or  more  actually  do  an  unlawful 
act  of  violence,  either  with  or  without  a  common  cause  or 
quarrel,  or  even  do  a  lawful  act,  ae  removing  a  nuisance,  in 
a  violent  or  tumultuous  manner." 

RESPONSE  OF  THE  GBAin)  JtlRY. 

Resolved,  That  the  grand  inquest  respectfully  represent  to 
the  honorable  court  that,  in  their  judgment,  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  examine  into  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  commu- 
nication of  the  Executive  of  the  State  and  the  charge  of  the 
court,  namely  :  the  action  of  the  General  Government  as  to 
certain  newspapers  in  this  city. 

CYRUS  MASON,  tU-eman. 

John  Austin  Stevens,  Jr.,  Secretary. 
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TUE  LAWS  TO  BE  ENFORCED. 

Letter  from  Oovemvr  Seymour  to  District  Attorney  Hall,  of 
New  York 

ExEOtrnvE  Chamber, 

Albany,  June  25. 
A.  Oakey  Hall,  Esq., 

District  Attorney  of  the  Ciiy  and  County  of  Ne<jo  York  : 
Sir  :  In  the  matter  of  the  seizure  of  the  oflices  of  The 
World  and  Journal  of  Commerce,  the  grand  jury,  in  disre- 
gard of  the;i-  oaths,  "  to  diligently  inquire  into  and  true 
presentrueiil  make  of  all  such  matters  and  things  as  should 
be  given  tbom  m  charge,"  have  refused  to  make  such  in- 
quiries, and  declare  that  "  ills  inexpedient  to  examine  into 
the  subject  rolerred  to  in  tho  charge  of  the  court"  with  re- 
spect to  such  seizures.  It  becomes  my  duty,  under  the  ex- 
press requirements  of  the  constitution,  "  to  take  caie  that 
the  laws  of  the  State  are  faithfully  executed."  If  the  grand 
jury,  in  pursuance  of  the  demands  of  the  law  and  the  obli- 
gations of  their  oaths,  had  inquired  into  the  matter  given 
them  in  charge  by  the  court  and  the  public  prosecutor,  their 
decision,  whatever  it  might  have  been,  would  have  been 
entitled  to  respect.  As  they  haverefused  to  do  their  duty, 
the  subjectof  the  seizure  of  these  journals  should  at  once  be 
brought  before  some  proper  magistrate.  If  you  wish  any 
assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  these  investigations,  it  will 
be  given  to  you. 

As  it  is  a  matter  of  public  interest  that  violations  of  the 
laws  of  the  State  be  punished,  the  views  or  wishes  of  the 
parties  immediately  atfected  must  not  be  suftered  to  in- 
fluence the  action  of  public  officers.  If  through  fear  or 
other  motives  they  are  unwilling  to  aid  you  in  getting  at 
facts,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  compel  their  attendance  as 
witnesses  in  behalf  of  the  people. 
Respectfully  yours, 

HORATIO  SEYMOUR. 

The  newspapers  give  this  account  of  further 
proceedings: 

TEB  ARREST  OP  GENERAL  DH. 

The  arrest  of  General  Dix  and  several  other  officers  on 
Friday,  July  1,  was  made  upon  warrants  issued  by  City 
Judge  Russell.  Several  persons  appeared  before  the  city 
judge,  in  answer  to  subpoenas  allowed  by  him,  at  the  in- 
stance of  District  Attorney  Hall,  and  had  testified  to  facts 
relating  to  the  snizMTC  o(  The  World  ixxiiX  Journal  of  Com- 
merce newspapers.  The  letter  of  Governor  Seymour  to  the 
district  attorney,  condemning  the  grand  jury  for  its  return 
in  the  case  of  those  newspapers,  and  saying  that  "  the  sub- 
ject should  be  brought  before  some  proper  magistrate,"  is 
said  to  have  induced  the  district  attorney  to  procure  the  af- 
fidavits to  be  made  before  Russell.  The  district  attorney 
first  made  an  affidavit  in  theformof  a  complaint,  dated  28th 
June,  itj  which  he  declared  that  he  had  been  informed  and 
believed  that  "Hon.  A.  Lincoln"  directed  "John  A.  Dix" 
to  do  several  acts  against  The  World  and  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, and  tho  editors  of  those  journals,  enumerated  in  the 
complaint  of  the  district  attorney,  and  cha'giug  that  the 
said  Dix  "  feloniously  ordered  one  William  Barstow"  (Cap- 
tain Barstow)  to  arrest  thooditors  of  the  newspapers  named, 
and  "mischievously  ordered  one  William  Hays"  (Acting 
Assistant  Provost  Marshal  General  Hays)  to  procure  the 
closing  up  of  the  BCwspaper  offices  ;  that  the  arrest  of  Mr. 
Hallock  was  procur-ed,  and  that  gentleman  kept  for  the 
space  of  about  three  hours  ;  that  "the  said  Hays  instructed 
Major  Powers,  who  caused  one  Fundy"  (Ciptain  Fundy) 
and  some  commissioned  officers  and  privates,  whom  the 
district  attorney  names,  to  "go  armed  and  equipped"  to 
take  possession  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  office  ;  and  that 
the  said  Hays  caused  similar  acts  to  be  done  to  The  World, 
through  Lieutenant  Gabriel  Tuthill  and  several  other  sol- 
diers. The  district  attorney  then  charges  that  John  A.  Dix 
and  William  Barstow  are  guiity  of  kidnapping,  and  the 
others,  with  John  A.  Dix,  of  inciting  to  a  riot  and  forcibly 
detaining  property  ;  and  the  disti  let  »*tornoy  prays  tliat 
action  be  taken  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  State. 

Judge  Russell  then  issued  subpoenas,  directed  to  Messrs. 
William  H.  Hallock,  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce;  David  G. 
Croly,  of  The  World;  William  W.  Jacobus,  John  S.  Betts, 
auctioneer,  Dani'-l  R.  Kirwan,  and  Washington  Hills,  Jr., 
clerk  in  The  World  office,  who  appeared  before  the  judge 
and  made  their  several  affidavits,  the  district  attorney  ex- 
amining the  witnesses. 

ARREST  OP  GENERAL  DIX  BY  THE  SHERIFT. 

In  accordance  with  the  letter  of  Governor  SoymMir,  di- 
recting the  matter  of  the  suppressed  newspapers  to  be 
brought  before  a  magistrate,  Mr.  A.  Oakey  Hall  commenced 
taking  evidence  and  submitting  testimony  before  Judge 
Russ  11  on  Tuesday.  After  examining  the  witnesses,  Judge 
Russell  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  proper  case  lor 
him  to  issue  his  warrant.  Accordingly  warrants  were  placed 
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in  tbe  hands  of  the  sheriff,  who  arrested  Major  General  Dix, 
Major  Barstow,  Captain  Fiindy,  Major  Powers,  and  otber 
officers  ou  guard  at  the  offices  of  The  World  and  Journal 
of  Commerce. 

The  military  gentlemen  very  courteously  submitted  to  the 
arrest,  and  their  counsel,  E.  Delafield  Smith,  appeared  be- 
fore Judge  Russell.  Mr.  Smith  asked  for  time  to  examine 
into  the  papers  and  consult  with  his  associate,  exJudge 
Pierrepont,  as  to  the  future  course  to  be  pursued  by  them . 
The  matter  was  then  adjourned,  the  defendants  in  the  mean- 
time being  released  on  their  own  verbal  recognizances. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1864,  May  26 — Mr.  Powell  offered  this  res- 
olution, which  went  over : 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  executive  authority  of 
this  Government,  in  recently  closing  the  offices  and  sup- 
pressing the  publication  of  flie  World  and  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, newspapers  in  the  city  of  New  York,  under  circum- 
stances which  have  been  placed  before  the  public,  was  an 
act  unwarranted  in  Itself,  dangerous  to  the  cause  of  the 
Union,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  subversive  of 
the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  as  such  is  hereby  cen- 
sm'ed  by  the  Senate. 

IN  HOUSE. 

May  23 — Mr.  Grinnell  asked  consent  to  offer 
this  resolution,  but  it  was  objected  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  tlus  House  whether,  by  any  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  by  any  officer  thereof.  The  World  and  Journal  of 
Commerce,  newspapers  in  the  city  of  New  York,  were  sus- 
pended from  being  published ;  aud  if  so,  that  said  order  be 
communicated  to  this  House,  and  the  proceedings  in  the 
execution  of  that  order. 

May  23 — Mr.  Pruyn  asked  consent,  on  behalf 
of  a  portion  of  the  New  York  delegation,  to  offer 
this  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  executive  authority  of 
the  Government  in  recently,  closing  the  offices  and  sup- 
pressing the  publication  of  The  World  and  Journal  of  Com- 


merce, newspapers  in  the  city  of  New  York,  unde»  drctim- 
stances  which  have  been  placed  before  the  public,  was  an 
act  unwarranted  in  itself,  dangerous  to  the  caus«  of  the 
Union,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  subvereive  of 
the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  as  such  is  hereby  censnred 
by  this  House. 

Several  members  objected.  At  a  later  hour 
he  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  offering  it,  but  this  motion  was  reject- 
ed— yeas  54,  nays  19,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Alien,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin, Bliss, 
Brooks,  Jaiiu^  S.  Brown,  Chanler,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Dawson, 
Denison,  Eden,  Edgcrtcn,  Eldridge,  Mnck,  Grider,  Harding, 
Charles  M.  Harris,  Hcrrick,  Holman,  Hutchins,  Philip  John- 
son,  William  Johnson,  Kalbflcisch,  Keman,  King,  Knapp, 
Law,  Lazear,  MaUory,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McDowell,  WiUiam 
H.  Miller,  Morrison,  Nels(m,  JVoble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton, 
Pruyn,  Radford,  SamvielJ.  Randall,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rol- 
lins, Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  WiUiam  G.  Steele,  Strettse, 
Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Wlieeler,  Joseph  W.  White, 
Fei^nando  Wood — 54. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Arnold,  John  D.  Bald*»in, 
Baxter,  Beanian,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Broomall,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  AVinter  Davis,  Thomaa 
T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley, 
Eliot,  Farnswortli,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Jiilian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  Mc- 
Bride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson, 
Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  John 
H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Schcnck,  Scofield,  Shannon, 
Sloan,  Smith,  Smitliers,  Spalding,  Stevens, Thayer,  Thomas, 
Upson,  Elihu  B.  Washburue,  William  B.  Washburn,  Web- 
ster, Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood- 
bridge— 79. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Arnold  offered  this  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  what,  if  any,  additional  legis- 
lation may  be  necessary  to  punish  the  forgery  and  puhUc*- 
tion  of  official  documents,  and  what  legislation  is  necessari' 
to  punish  those  who  through  the  press  or  otherwise  give  in- 
formation, aid,  or  comfort  to  the  rebels. 
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First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
1861,    August    6  — A  bill  was  approved,   of 
which  these  are  the  first  and  fourth  sections: 

That  if,  during  the  present  or  any  future  insurrection 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
President  of  the  United  States  sliall  have  declared,  by 
proclamation,  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  op- 
posed, and  the  execution  thereof  olistructed,  by  combina- 
tions too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course 
of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  power  vested  in  the  mar- 
shals bylaw,  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  agent, 
attorney,  or  employee,  shall  purchase  or  acquire,  seU  or 
give,  any  property  of  whatsoever  kind  or  description,  with 
intent  to  use  or  employ  the  same,  or  sutfer  the  same  to  be 
used  or  employed,  in  aiding,  abetting,  or  promoting  such 
insurrection  or  resistance  to  tiie  laws,  or  any  persons  en- 
gaged therein;  or  if  any  person  or  persons,  being  the 
owner  or  owners  of  a-uy  such  property,  shall  knowingly  use 
or  employ,  or  consent  to  the  use  or  employment  of  the 
same  as  aforesaid,  all  such  property  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  lawful  subject  of  prize  and  capture  wherever  found ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  same  to  be  seized,  confiscated,  and  con- 
demned. 

Sec.  4.  That  whenever  hereafter,  during  the  present  in- 
surrection against  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
any  person  claimed  to  be  held  to  labor  or  service  under  the 
law  of  any  State  shall  be  required  or  permitted  by  the  per- 
son to  whom  such  labor  or  service  is  claimed  to  be  due,  or 
by  the  lawful  agent  of  such  person,  to  take  up  arms  against 
the  United  States ;  or  shall  be  required  or  permitted  by  the 
person  to  whom  such  labor  or  service  is  claimed  to  be  due, 
or  his  lawful  agent,  to  work  or  to  be  employed  in  or  upon 
any  fort,  navy-yard,  dock,  armory,  ship,  entrenchment,  or 
in  any  military  or  naval  service  whatsoever,  against  the 
Government  and  lawful  authority  of  the  United  States, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  person  to  whom  such  la^ 
bor  or  service  is  claimed  to  be  due  shall  forfeit  his  claim  to 
such  labor,  any  law  of  the  State  or  of  the  United  States  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  whenever  thereafter 
the  person  claiming  such  labor  or  service  shall  seek  to  en- 
force his  claim,  it  sliall  be  a  full  and  sufficient  answer  to  such 
claim  that  the  person  whose  service  or  labor  is  claimed  had 
been  employed  in  hostile  service  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  contriiry  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

This  bill,  as  reported  from  the  Judiciary  Cora- 

'   mittee  of  the  Senate,  did  not  contain  the  fourth 

section,  and  while  it  was  pending  in  the  Senate 

Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  add  this  as  a  new  sec- 

1    tion  July  22  : 

I  That  whenever  any  person  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  the 
'  service  or  labor  of  any  other  person  under  the  laws  of  any 
State,  shall  employ  such  person  in  aiding  or  promoting  any 
insurrection,  or  in  resisting  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
or  shall  permit  him  to  be  so  employed,  he  shall  forfeit  all 
right  to  such  si^rvice  or  labor,  and  the  person  whose  labor 
or  service  is  thus  claimed  shall  be  thenceforth  discharged 
therefrom,  any  law  to  the  contrary  Dotwithstanding. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  33,  nays  6,  as 
follows  : 

YEis— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Browning,  Chandler, 

Clark,  CoUamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot, 

I    Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  llurlau,  Harris,  Howe,  Johnsun  of  Ten- 


nessee, King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Msmith^ 
Ponieroy,  .Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson— 33. 

Nats— Messrs.  BreuMnridge,  Johnson  of  Missouri,  Ketme' 
dy,  Pearce,  Polk,  Powell — 6. 

The  bill  then  passed  without  a  division. 
IN  HOUSE. 

August  2 — The  House  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary reported  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  which 
provides  that  whenever  hereafter,  during  the 
existence  of  the  present  insurrection  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  any  person 
held  to  labor  or  service  under  the  laws  of  any 
State  shall  be  required  or  permitted,  by  the 
person  to  whom  such  labor  or  service  is  due,  or 
his  legal  agent,  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
United  States,  or  to  work,  or  be  employed  in  or 
about  any  fort,  navy-yard,  armory,  dock-yard, 
ship,  or  in  any  military  or  naval  service,  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  as  the 
servant  of  any  person  engaged  in  active  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States,  then  the  per- 
son to  whom  such  labor  is  due  shall  forfeit  all 
claim  to  such  service  or  labor,  any  law  of  any 
State,  or  of  the  United  States,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding ;  and,  in  case  of  a  claim  for 
such  labor,  such  facts  shall  be  a  full  and  suffi- 
cient answer. 

Which  was  rejected  without  a  division ; 
when,  after  debate,  the  bill  was  recommitted 
to  the  committee. 

August  3 — The  committee  reported  the  Sen- 
ate bill  with  a  substitute  for  section  four, 
adopted  above  in  the  Senate,  being  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  as  approved. 

A  motion  to  table  the  bill  was  lost — yeas  47, 
nays  G6 ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed — yeas  61,  nays  48,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel  S. 
Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax,  Fred- 
erick A.  Conkling,  Covode,  Duell,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Fenton, 
Fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank,  Granger,  Gurley,  Ilanchett, 
Harrison,  Ilutchins,  .Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
AVilliani  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  McKean, 
Mitchell,  .Justin  S.  Morrill,  Olin.  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
Edward  H.  Rollins.  S.dgwick,  Sheffield,  Shellaberger,  Sher- 
man, Sloan,  Spaulding,  W.  O.  Steele,  Stevens,  Benjamin  P. 
Thomas,  Train,  Van  Horn,  Verree,  Wallace,  Charles  W.  Wal- 
ton, E.  P.  Walton,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Windom— 61. 

Nats— Messrs.  AlUn,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  George  U. 
Browne,  Burnett,  Calvert,  Cox,  Cravens,  Cnsfield,  Critten- 
den, Diven,  Dunlap,  Dimn,  English,  Fouke,  Grider,  Haight, 
Hale,  Harding,  Holman,  Horton,  Jackson,  Johnso7i,  Law, 
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May,  McClernand,  MePhcrson,  Mallory,  Menzies,  Mnrris, 
XCohle,  Norton,  Oddl,  Pendleton,  Porter,  Meid,  Jiolnnson, 
James  &'.  Rollins,  ,Shiel,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  Stnittoii, 
Francis  Thomas,  Vallandiyham,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth, 
Webster,  WicJclife—iS. 

August  5 — The  Senate  concurred  in  the 
arrieudmeut  of  the  House — yeas  24,  nays  11, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bing)iam,  Browning,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fesseuden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harris,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Me- 
Dougall,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Waile,  Wilson — 2i. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brccldnridge,  Brirfld,  Carlile.  Cowan,  John- 
son of  Missomi,  Latliam,  Pearce,  Polk,  Powell,  Rice,  Sauls- 
bury — 11. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IS'Jli,  July  17 — A  bill  was  approved  to  "  sup- 
press insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  re- 
bellion, to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of 
rebels,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  con- 
tains these  provisions : 

That  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  com- 
mit the  crime  of  treason  against  the  United 
States,  and  shall  be  adjudged  guilty,  shall  suf- 
fer death,  or  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  five 
years  and  fined  not  less  than  §10,000,  (the  fine 
to  be  levied  on  all  property  excluding  slaves,) 
and  all  his  slaves,  if  any,  shall  be  declared  and 
made  free. 

That  if  any  person  shall  hereafter  incite,  set 
ou  foot,  assist,  or  engage  in  any  rebellion  or 
insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  laws  thereof,  or  shall  give  aid  or 
comfort  thereto,  or  shall  engage  in,  or  give  aid 
aad  comfort  to,  any  such  exi^jting  rebellion  or 
insurrection,  and  be  convicted  thereof,  such 
person  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for 
a  period  not  exceeding  ten  years,  or  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  by  the 
liberation  of  all  his  slaves,  if  any  he  have  ;  or 
by  both  of  said  punishments,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court 

That  every  person  guilty  of  either  of  the  of- 
fences described  in  this  act  shall  be  forever 
incapable  and  disqualified  to  hold  any  office 
under  the  United  States. 

That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  in  any 
way  to  afifect  or  alter  the  prosecution,  convic- 
tion, or  punishment  of  any  person  or  persons 
guilty  of  treason  against  the  United  States  be- 
fore the  passage  of  this  act,  unless  such  person 
is  convicted  under  this  act. 

That,  to  insure  the  speedy  termination  of 
the  present  rebellion,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
seizure  of  all  the  estate  and  property,  money, 
stocks,  credits,  and  effects  of  the  persons  herein- 
after named  in  this  section,  and  to  apply  and 
use  the  same  and  the  proceeds  thereof  for  the 
support  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  that 
is  to  say  :  • 

First.  Of  any  person  hereafter  acting  as  an 
officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  rebels  in 
arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Secondly.  Of  any  person  hereafter  acting  as 
President,  Vice  President,  member  of  Congress, 
judge  of  any  court,  cabinet  officer,  foreign 
minister,  commissioner  or  consul  of  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Thirdly.  Of  any  person  ai:ting  as  Governor 


of  a  State,  member  of  a  convention  or  legisla 
ture,  or  judge  of  any  court  of  any  of  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Fourthly.  Of  any  person  who,  having  held 
an  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  in  the  United 
States,  shall  hereafter  hold  an  office  in  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Fifthly.  Of  any  person  hereafter  holding  any 
office  or  agency  under  the  Government  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  or 
under  any  of  the  several  States  of  the  said  Con- 
federacy, or  the  laws  thereof,  whether  such 
office  or  agency  be  national,  State,  or  municipal 
in  its  name  or  character:  Provided,  That  the 
persons,  thirdly,  fourthly,  and  fifthly  above  de- 
scribed, shall  have  accepted  their  appointment 
or  election  since  the  date  of  the  pretended  or- 
dinance of  secession  of  the  State,  or  shall  have 
taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to,  or  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States, 

Sixthly.  Of  any  person  who,  owning  property 
in  any  loyal  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall 
hereafter  assist  and  give  aid  and  comfort  to  such 
rebellion ;  and  all  sales,  transfers,  or  convey- 
ances of  any  such  property  shall  be  null  and 
void ;  and  it  shall  be  a  sufficient  bar  to  any  suit 
brought  by  such  person  for  the  possession  or 
the  use  of  such  property,  or  any  of  it,  to  allege 
and  prove  that  he  is  one  of  the  persons  described 
in  this  section. 

That  if  any  other  persons  in  armed  rebellion^ 
or  abetting  it,  shall  not,  within  sixty  days  after 
proclamation  to  be  made,  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, all  their  estate  and  property  shall  be 
liable  to  seizure,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  t?  e 
President  to  seize  and  use  them  as  aforesaid. 

To  secure  condemnation  and  sale  of  such 
property,  proceedings  in  rem  shall  be  instituted 
in  the  name  of  the  Uni^d  States  in  any  district 
or  territorial  court  thereof  within  which  the 
property  may  be  found,  &c. 

That  all  slaves  of  persons  who  shall  hereafter 
be  engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stales,  or  who  shall  in  any  way 
give  aid  or  comfort  thereto,  escaping  from  such 
persons  and  taking  refuge  within  the  lines  of 
the  army ;  and  all  slaves  captured  from  such 
persons  or  deserted  by  them  and  coming  under 
the  control  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  all  slaves  of  such  persons  found  on 
[or]  being  within  any  place  occupied  by  rebel 
forces  and  afterwards  occupied  by  the  forces  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  deemed  captives  of 
war,  and  shall  be  forever  free  of  their  servitude 
and  not  again  held  as  slaves. 

That  no  slave  escaping  into  any  State,  Terri- 
tory, or  the  District  of  Columbia,  from  any 
other  State,  shall  be  delivered  up,  or  in  any 
way  impeded  or  hindered  of  his  liberty,  except 
for  crime  or  some  oflence  against  the  laws,  un- 
less the  person  claiming  said  fugitive  shall  first 
make  oath  that  the  person  to  whom  the  labor 
or  service  of  such  fugitive  is  alleged  to  be  due 
is  his  lawful  owner,  and  has  not  borne  arms 
against  the  United  States  in  the  present  rebel- 
lion, nor  in  any  way  given  aid  and  comfort 
thereto ;  and  no  person  engaged  in  the  military 
or  naval  service  of  the  United  States  shall, 
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under  any  pretence  whatever,  assume  to  decide 
on  the  validity  of  the  claim  of  any  person  to 
the  service  or  labor  of  any  other  person,  or  sur- 
render up  any  such  person  to  the  claimant,  on 
pain  of  being  dismissed  from  the  service. 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
authorized  to  employ  as  many  J)ersons  of  Afri- 
can descent  as  he  may  deem  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion,  and 
for  this  purpose  he  may  organize  and  use  them 
in  such  manner  as  he  may  judge  best  for  the 
public  welfare. 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  authorized  to  make  provision  for  the 
transportation,  colonization,  and  settlement,  in 
Bome  tropical  country  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  of  such  persons  of  the  African 
race  made  free  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  as 
may  be  willing  to  emigrate,  having  first  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  the  Government  of  said 
country  to  their  protection  and  settlement 
within  the  same,  with  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  freemen. 

That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  by  proclamation,  to  extend 
to  persons  who  may  have  participated  in  the 
existing  rebellion  in  any  State  or  part  thereof, 
pardon  and  amnesty,  with  such  exceptions  and 
at  such  time  and  on  such  conditions  as  he  may 
deem  expedient  for  the  public  welfare. 

Same  day — This  joint  resolution  was  ap- 
proved : 

That  the  provisions  of  the  third  clanse  of  thu  fifth  section 
of  "An  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and 
rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  shall  be  so  construed  as  not  to  ai)ply  to 
any  act  or  acts  done  prior  to  the  passage  thereof;  nor  to  in- 
clude any  member  of  a  State  Legislature,  or  judge  of  any 
State  court,  who  has  not  in  accejiting  or  entering  upon  his 
office,  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States  of  America;  nor  shall  any  punisli- 
ment  or  proceedings  under  said  act  be  so  construed  as  to 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  real  estate  of  the  offender  beyond 
his  natural  life. 

VOTE  ON  THE  BILL. 

July  11. — The  bill,  being  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  passed  the  House — yeas 
82,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Aldrioh,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair, 
Blake,  Buffinton,  Campbell,  Casey,  Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick 
A.  Conkling,  RoscoeConkling,Covode, Cutler,  Davis, Dawes, 
Duell,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely, Fenton,  Fessenden,  Fisher, 
Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Gurlev,  Hale,  Hooper,  Hutchins, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Lan- 
sing, Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low,  Mcknight,  McPherson,  May- 
nard,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Mor- 
rill, Nixon,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike.  Porter,  Potter, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Kice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rul- 
lins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Shellabarger,  Sherman, 
Stevens,  Stratton,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Verree, 
Wall,  Wallace,  Walton,  Washbm-ne,  Wheeler,  Albert  S. 
White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Worcester— 82. 

Nays — Messrs.  William  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Baily,  Biddle,  George  H.  Broi/jree,  Clements,  Cohh,  Cox,  Cris- 
fidd,  Crittenden,  Dunlap,  Fouke,  Granger,  Grider,  Haight, 
Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear, 
LeJiman,  MaJlcry,  Memies,  Morris,  JVugen,  Odell,  Pendleton, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Segar,  SldeJ,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Stilts.  Benjamin  F.  Thomaa,  Francis  Xhomas,  Ward, 
Webster,  Wickliffe,  IFooci— 12. 

July  12 — The  bill  passed  the  Senate — yeas 
28,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Doolittle,  Fes- 
senden, Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Ilarris,  Howard, 
Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Tnim- 
bnll.  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Maaaachimetts, 
Wri^/tJ— 28. 


Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Browning,  CarWe,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Henderson,  Kenned;/,  McDougall,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Stark^ 
^Villey,  Wilscm  of  Missouri — 13. 

THE  JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

July  15 — Mr.  Maynard,  on  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  (yeas  68,  nays  33,)  introduced  the 
joint  resolution,  which  is  the  same  as  the  above, 
omitting  the  last  clause,  and  which  passed  the 
House  without  a  division. 

July  16 — In  Senate, 

Mr.  Clark  moved  to  add  the  last  clause. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"real"  ;  which  was  rejected — yeas  6,  nays  31, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Davis,  Henderson,  Powell,  Saulsbury, 
Stark,   Wilson  of  Missouri — 6. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Cowan,  DooUttle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  i'oster.  Grimes,  Hale, 
Ilarlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  McDotigall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
AVilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wright — 31. 

The  amendment  ot  Mr.  Clark  was  agreed 
to — yeas  25,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale, 
Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 
rill, Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  WiU 
ley,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wright — 25. 

Nats— Messrs.  Carlile,  Davis,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Kennedy, 
King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Stark,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 15. 

July  17 — The  President  sent  this  message 
to  Congress : 
Fellow-Citizens  of  tlie  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives : 

Considering  the  bill  for  •'  An  act  to  suppress 
insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion, 
to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  and  the  joint  resolu- 
tion explanatory  of  said  act,  as  being  substan- 
tially one,  I  have  approved  and  signed  both. 

Before  I  was  informed  of  the  resolution,  I 
had  prepared  the  draft  of  a  message,  stating 
objections  to  the  bill  becoming  a  law,  a  copy 
of  which  draft  is  herewith  submitted. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

July  12,  1862. 

[Copy.] 
Felloio-Citizens  of  the  House  of  Representatitei: 

I  herewith  return  to  your  honorable  body,  in  which  it 
originated,  the  bill  for  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  suppress 
treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property 
of  rebels,  and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with  my  objec- 
tions to  its  becoming  a  law. 

There  is  much  in  the  bill  to  which  I  perceive  no  objec- 
tion. It  is  wholly  prospective  ;  and  it  touches  neither 
person  or  property  of  any  loyal  citizen,  in  which  particular 
it  is  just  and  proper. 

The  first  and  second  sections  provide  for  the  conviction 
and  punishment  of  persona  who  shall  be  guilty  of  treason, 
and  persons  who  shall  "  incite,  set  on  foot,  assist,  or  engage 
in  any  rebellion  or  insurieotion  against  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  laws  thereof,  or  shail  give  aid  or 
comfort  thereto,  or  shall  engage  in  or  give  aid  and  comfort 
to  any  such  existing  rebellion  or  insurrection.'  By  lair 
construction,  persons  within  those  sections  are  not  punished 
without  regular  trials  i  ii  duly  constituted  courts  under  the 
forms  and  all  the  substantial  provieions  of  law  and  the 
Constitution  applicable  to  their  several  cases.  To  this  I 
perceive  no  objection  ;  especially  as  such  persons  would  be 
within  the  general  pardoning  power,  and  also  the  special 
provision  for  pardon  and  amnesty  contained  in  this  act. 

It  is  also  provided  that  the  slaves  of  persons  convicted 
under  these  sections  shall  be  free.  I  think  there  is  an  un- 
fortunate form  of  expression,  rather  than  a  substantial  ol> 
jection,  in  this.-  It  is  startling  to  say  that  Congress  can  free 
a  slave  within  a  State,  and  yet  if  it  were  said  the  ownership 
of  the  slave  had  first  been  transferred  to  the  nation,  and 
Congress  had  then  liberated  him,  the  difficulty  would  at 
once  vanish.  And  tliis  is  the  real  case.  The  traitor  against 
the  General  Government  ^forfeits  his  slave  at  least  ad  justly 
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as  he  does  any  other  property ;  and  he  forfeits  both  to  the 
Government  against  wliich  he  offends.  The  Goverument,  so 
far  as  there  can  bo  ownersliip,  thus  owns  the  forfeited  slaves, 
and  the  question  for  Congress  in  regard  to  them  is,  "  t-hall 
they  be  made  free  or  sold  to  nevr  masters?"  I  perceive  no 
objection  to  Congress  deciding  in  advance  that  they  shall 
be  free.  lo  the  liigh  honor  of  Kentucky,  as  I  am  informed, 
she  is  the  owner  of  some  slaves  by  escheat,  and  has  sold  none, 
but  liberated  all.  I  hope  the  same  is  true  of  some  other 
States.  Indeed,  I  do  not  believe  it  wUl  be  physically  possible 
for  the  General  Government  to  return  persons  so  chcum- 
Btanced  to  actual  slavery.  I  believe  there  would  be  physical 
resistance  to  it,  which  could  neither  be  turned  aside  by  ar- 
gument nor  driven  away  by  force.  In  this  view  I  have  no 
olsection  to  this  featm-e  of  the  bill.  Another  matter  in- 
volved in  these  two  sections  and  running  through  other 
pai'ts  of  the  act  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

I  perceive  no  objections  to  the  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions. 

So  far  as  I  wish  to  notice  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections,  they 
may  be  considered  together.  That  the  enforcement  of  these 
sections  would  do  no  injustice  to  the  persons  embraced 
within  them  is  clear.  That  those  who  make  a  causeless  war 
Bhould  be  compelled  to  pay  the  cost  of  it  is  too  obviously 
just  to  be  called  in  question.  To  give  governmental  protec- 
tion to  the  property  of  persons  who  have  abandoned  it  and 
gone  on  a  crusade  to  overthrow  that  same  Government  is 
absurd,  if  considered  in  the  mere  light  of  justice.  The  se- 
verest justice  may  not  always  be  the  best  policy.  The  prin- 
ciple of  seizing  and  appropriating  the  property  of  the  person 
embraced  within  these  sections  is  certainly  not  very  objec- 
tionable, but  a  justly  thscriminating  application  of  it  W(juld 
be  very  difficult,  and,  to  a  great  extent  impossible.  And 
would  it  not  be  wise  to  place  a  power  of  remission  some- 
where, so  that  these  persons  may  know  they  have  sometliing 
to  lose  by  persisting  and  something  to  gain  by  desisting?  I 
am  not  sure  whether  such  power  of  remission  is  or  is  not 
within  section  thiiteen.  Without  any  special  act  of  Con- 
gress, I  think  our  military  commanders,  when,  in  military 
phrase,  "  they  are  within  the  enemy's  country,"  should,  in 
an  ordcaly  manner,  seize  and  use  whatever  of  real  or  per- 
sonal property  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  for  their 
commands ;  at  the  same  time  preserving,  in  some  way,  the, 
evidence  of  what  they  do. 

What  I  have  s;iid  in  regard  to  slaves  wliile  commenting 
on  the  first  and  second  sections  is  appplicable  to  the  ninth, 
with  the  difl'erence  that  no  provision  is  made  in  the  whole 
act  for  determining  whether  a  particular  individual  slave 
does  or  does  not  fall  within  the  classes  defined  in  that  sec- 
tion, lie  is  to  be  free  upon  certain  conditions ;  but  whether 
those  conditions  do  or  do  not  pertain  to  him,  no  mode  of 
ascertaining  is  provided.    This  could  be  easily  supplied. 

To  the  tenth  section  I  make  no  objection.  The  oath 
therein  required  seems  to  be  proper,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  section  is  substantially  identical  with  a  law  already 
existing. 

The  eleventh  section  simply  assiunes  to  confer  discre- 
tionary power  upon  the  Executive.  Without  the  law,  I 
have  no  hesitation  to  go  as  far  in  the  direction  indicated  as 
I  may  at  any  time  deem  expedient.  And  I  am  ready  to  say 
now,  I  think  it  is  proper  for  our  mihtary  commanders  to 
employ,  as  laborers,  as  many  persons  of  Atrican  descent  as 
can  be  used  to  advantage. 

The  twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections  are  something  better 
than  objectionable;  and  the  fourteenth  is  entirely  proper, 
if  all  other  parts  of  the  act  shall  stand. 

That  to  which  I  chiefly  object  pervades  most  part  of  the 
act,  but  more  distinctly  appears  in  the  first,  second,  seventh, 
and  eighth  sections.  It  is  the  sumuf  those  provisions  which 
results  in  the  divesting  of  title  forever. 

For  the  causes  of  treason  and  ingredients  of  treason,  not 
amounting  to  the  full  crime,  it  declares  forfeiture  extending 
beyond  the  lives  of  the  guilty  parties ;  whereas  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  declares  that  "  no  attainder  of 
treason  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  except 
during  the  life  of  the  peisou  attainted."  True,  there  is  to 
be  no  formal  attainder  in  this  case;  still,  I  think  the  greater 
punishment  cannot  bo  constitutionally  inflicted,  in  a  diifer- 
ent  form,  for  the  same  offence. 

With  great  respect  I  am  constrained  to  say  I  think  this 
feature  of  the  act  is  unconstitutional.  It  would  not  be 
difiicult  to  modify  it. 

I  may  remark  that  the  provision  of  the  Constitution,  put 
in  language  borrowed  from  Great  Britain,  applies  only  in 
this  country,  as  I  understand,  to  real  or  lauded  estate. 

Again,  this  act,  i/i  7-e»i,  forfeits  property  for  the  ingredi- 
ents of  treason  without  a  conviction  of  the  supposed  crim- 
inal, or  a  personal  hearing  given  him  in  any  proceeding. 
That  we  may  not  touch  property  lying  within  oAr  reach 
because  we  cannot  give  personal  notice  to  an  owner  who 
is  absent  endeavoring  to  destroy  the  Government  is  cer- 
tainly satisfactory.  Still,  the  owner  may  not  be  thus  en- 
gaged ;  and  I  think  a  reasonable  time  should  be  pro\'ided 
for  sucb  parties  to  appear  and  have  personal  hearings.  Sim- 


ilar provisions  are  not  uncommon  in  connection  with  pro- 
ceedings in  rem. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  House  ia 
which  it  originated. 

Other  Proceedings. 
IN  HOUSE. 

1862,  May  14 — The  Select  Committee  consist- 
ing of  Messrs.  Eliot  of  Mass.,  Sedgwick  of  New 
York,  Noell  of  Missouri,  Ilutchins  of  Ohio,  Mal- 
lory  of  Kentucky,  Beaman  of  Michigan,  and 
Cobb  of  New  Jersey,  reported  two  bills — one  "to 
confiscate  the  property  of  icbels  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  the  present  rebellion, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  other  "to 
free  from  servitude  the  slaves  of  rebels  engaged 
in  or  abetting  the  existing  rebellion  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States." 

The  former  bill  was  first  considered.  It 
provided  "  that  all  the  estate  and  property, 
money,  stocks,  credits,  and  effects  of  the  persona 
hereafter  named  in  this  section,  are  hereby 
forfeited  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  are  declared  lawful  subjects  of  seizure  and 
of  prize  and  capture  wherever  found,  for  the  in- 
demnity of  the  United  States  against  the  ex- 
penses of  suppressing  the  present  rebellion." 

The  classes  are  substantially  as  staled  in  the 
act,  and  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are,  in  large 
part,  those  of  the  act. 

Pending  its  consideration. 

May  26 — Mr.  Roscoe  Conkling  moved  the 
addition  of  the  proviso  to  the  fifth  clause  of 
the  fifth  section,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas 
100,  nays  50 — as  follows  : 

Ye.is — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Ba- 
ker, Baxter,  Beaman,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel 
S.  Blair,  Blake,  William  G.  Brown,  Bufllnton,  Campbell, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Clements,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Coulding, 
Roscoe  Conkling,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Duell,  Dunn, 
Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Fish'f , 
Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Gurley,  Hanchett,  Hai  il- 
son,  Hickman,  Hooper,  Ilorton,  Hutchins,  Julian,  Kellry, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Killiuger,  Lansing, 
Loomis,  Lovejoy,  JIcKnight,  JlcPherson,  Mitchell,  Mour- 
head,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill, Nixon,  i\"'oeZ?,fllin, 
Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Potter, 
Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Sheffield,  Sloan,  iJniih, 
Spaulding,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  F  ■ancia 
Thomas,  Train,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Van  Val- 
kenburgh,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace,  E.  P.  Walton,  AVashburne, 
Wheeler,  Whaley,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wor- 
cester— 100. 

Nats — Jlessrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baity,  Biddle,  George  H. 
Brmvne,  Calvert,  Cobb,  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crisfitld, 
Crittenden,  Dunlap,  English,  Gridtr,  Ifaight,  Hall,  Harding, 
Holman,  Johnsrm,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary, 
Lehman,  Mallory,  M.iynard,  Menzies,  Noble,  Norton,  Nugen, 
Odell,  Pendleton,  Perry,  John  S.  Phelps,  Richardsrm,  Rob- 
inson, James  S.  Rollins,  Shiel,  John  B.  Steele,  William,  G. 
Steele,  Vallandigham,  Voorhees,  Wadswort?i,  Ward,  Webster, 
Wickliffe,  Wood,  Woodruff— od. 

Mr.  Matnard  submitted  a  substitute,  defining 
the  offence  of  treason  an  i  affixing  the  penalty 
of  death  by  hanging;  "and  if  the  offender 
shall  theretofore  have  held  any  office  under 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  of  honor 
or  profit,  whether  military,  naval,  or  civil,  he 
shall  be  adjudged  in  a  fine  at  least  equal  to  the 
proven  value  of  his  entire  estate."  It  also 
defines  misprision  of  treason,  and  aflixes  the 
pu'ishment  of  confinement  at  hard  labor  for 
not  less  than  five  years  and  a  fine  equal  to  his 
or  her  enure  estate.  It  makes  other  offences, 
described,  high  misdemeanors,  punishable,  on 
conTictiou,  with  fine  not  less  than  $100^.  ^^l. 
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imprisonment  not  less  than  fifty  days.  Tt  pro- 
vides for  trying  persons  charjjed  with  the  de- 
scribed offences  upon  the  presentment  or  the 
indictment  of  a  grand  jury  in  any  of  the  cir- 
cuit or  district  courts  within  the  judicial  dis- 
trict in  which  the  crimes  shall  be  alleged  to 
have  been  committed,  or  authorizes  a  writ  of 
capias  to  the  marshals*  of  the  districts,  to  be 
furnished,  on  application  to  the  President,  with 
sufficient  military  force  to  execute  the  writ. 
An  oath  is  presci'ibed  for  all  officials,  jurors, 
&c.,  and  the  President  is  authorized  to  grant  an 
amnesty  to  all  offenders  within  the  act,  except 
those  who,  having  held  office  under  the  United 
States,  have  at  any  time  engaged  in  rebellion 
and  held  office. 

This  was  rejected — yeas  9,  (Messrs.  J.  B. 
Blair,  Clements,  Diven,  Fisher,  Harrison,  Hor- 
ton,  Lazear,  Maynard,  Mitchell.)  nays  140. 

Mr  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  offered  a  substi- 
etute  whose  principal  difference  was  the  omis- 
sion of  this  the  second  section  of  the  reported 
bill: 

That  if  any  person  witliin  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  other  than  those  named  as  the  aforesaid,  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  being  entraged  in  armed  rebellion 
against  the  Goyernment  of  the  United  States,  or  aiding  or 
abetting  such  rebellion,  shall  not,  within  sixty  days  after 
public  warning  and  proclamation  duly  given  and  made  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  cease  to  aid,  countenance, 
and  abet  such  rebellion,  and  return  to  his  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  all  the  estate  and  property,  moneys,  stocks, 
and  credits  of  such  person  are  hereby  forfeited  thereafter- 
warda  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
same  are  declared  lawful  subjects  of  seizure  and  of  prize 
and  capture  wherever  found;  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  seized,  to  the  end 
that  they  may  be  confiscated  and  condemned,  as  hereinafter 
provided,  to  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  and  all  sales, 
transfers,  or  conveyances,  of  any  such  property  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  such 
warning  and  proclamation  shall  be  null  and  void ;  and  it 
shall  be  a  sutBcient  bar  to  any  suit  brought  by  such  person 
for  the  possession  or  the  use  of  such  property,  or  any  of  it, 
to  allege  and  prove  that  he  is  one  of  the  persons  described 
in  this  section. 

And  this  addition  : 

That  every  ijerson  guilty  of  the  acts  described  in  the  first 
section  shall,  in  addition  to  the  forfeitures,  be  incapable  of 
voting  for  President  or  Vice  President,  and  not  be  an  elector 
of  the  United  States,  and  disqualified  from  hokUng  the 
office  of  President  or  Vice  President,  or  holding  any  ofiBce 
by  appointment  from  the  President. 

The  substitute  was  rejected— yeas  25,  nays 
122.     The  Yeas  were: 

Messrs.  Baxter,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  W.  G.  Brown,  Roscoe  Conk- 
ling,  Diven,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Goodwin,  //;(>//(<,  AVilliam  Kel- 
logg, Killiuger,  McKnight,  McPhersou,  .Maynard,  Mitchell, 
Muorhead,  Justin  S.Morrill,  Nixon,  TiniothvG.  Phelps,  Por- 
ter, Slieffickl,  Stratton,  Trimble,  E.  P.  Walton,  Worcester— 2o. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  was  then 
passed — yeas  82,  nays  G8,  as  follows: 

YeaS— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alloy,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baker,  Baxter,  Beanian,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair, 
Blake,  William  G.  Brown,  BufBnton,  Campbell,  Chamber- 
lain, Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  P>,oscoo  Conkhng, 
Cutler,  Davis,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely, 
Fenton,  Fessenden,  Frank,  Goocli,  Goodwin,  Gurley,  Ilick- 
man,  Hooper,  Ilutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
William  Kellogg,  Killinger,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy, 
McKnight,  McPlierson,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Mor- 
rill, Justin  S.  Morrill,  JVoell,  Olin,  Patton,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Porter,  Potter,  John  H.  Kice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Sloan,  Spauldiug,  Stevens, 
Stratton,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van  Ilorn,  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace,  E.  P.  Walton,  Washburne, 
Wheeler,  Whaley,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Worcester— 82. 

N.1YS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anemia,  Baily,  BiddU,  Jacob  B. 
Blair,  Georgt  H.  Browne,  Calvert,  Clements,  Cobb,  Coming, 
Cox,  Cravens,  Crisfield,  Critte.nden,  Dawes,  Delano,  Diven, 
J>uiUap,  English,  Fisher,  Granger,  Grider,  Haight,  Hull, 


Harding,  Harrison,  Holman,  Horton,  Johnson,  Kerrigan, 
Knapp,  Latu,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  Mnllory,  Maynard, 
Mimies,  Nixon,  Nohle,  Norton,  Nugen,  Oddl,  Pmdhton, 
Perry,  John  S.  Plidps,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Richards 
son,  Mobinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Segar,  Sheffield,  Sltieh  Smith, 
Jo/ni  B.  Stwle,  William  O.  Steele,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas, 
Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Vallandigham,  Voorhefs,  Wadsworth, 
Ward,  Webster,  Wickliffe,  Wood,  Woodruff— QS. 

AN  EMANCIPATION  BILL. 

May  14 — The  Select  Committee  reported  this 
bill: 

That  if  any  person  within  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  wilfully 
engige  in  armed  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  shall  wilfully  aid  or  abet  such  rebellion, 
or  adhere  to  those  engaged  in  such  rebellion,  giving  them 
aid  and  comfort,  every  such  person  shall  thereby  forfeit  all 
claim  to  the  service  or  labor  of  any  persons,  commonly 
known  as  slaves ;  and  all  such  slaves  are  hereby  declared 
free  aaid  forever  discharged  from  such  servitude,  anything 
in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  State  to  the  con- 
traiy  notwithstanding.  And  whenever  thereafter  any  per- 
son claiming  the  labor  or  service  of  any  such  slave  shall 
seek  to  enforce  his  claim,  it  shall  be  a  sufficient  defence 
thereto  that  the  claimant  was  engaged  in  the  said  rebellion, 
or  aided  or  abetted  the  same,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

That  whenever  any  person  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  the 
service  or  labor  of  any  other  person  shall  seek  to  enforce 
such  claim,  he  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  and  before  any 
order  shall  bo  made  for  the  surrender  of  the  person  whosa 
service  or  labor  is  claimed,  establish  not  only  his  claim  to 
such  service  or  labor,  but  also  that  such  claimant  has  not 
in  any  way  aided,  assisted,  or  countenanced  the  existing 
rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

May  26,  pending  its  consideration, 
Mr.  Francis  P.  Blair  Jr.,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, to  add  to  the  bill  sections  providing  for 
the  appointment  by  the  President  of  commis- 
sioners for  each  slave  States,  to  make  lists  of 
the  names  of  slaves  held  by  persons  described 
in  the  first  section,  to  be  repoi-ted  to  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  of  the  proper  dis- 
trict. If  the  slaves  are  not  claimed  by  any  one, 
they  will  be  declared  free  by  the  court ;  if  they 
are  claimed,  the  claimant  must  prove  that  he 
has  not  been  engaged  in,  nor  aided  and  abetted 
the  rebellion,  nor  given  aid  and  comfort  to  those 
engaged ;  or  if  engaged  under  compulsion  this 
must  be  proved.  In  failure  of  proof,  the  slaves 
shall  be  declared  free,  and  be  given  a  certifi- 
cate of  freedom,  and  to  be  employed  under  the 
direction  of  the  commissioners,  in  cultivating 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  other 
useful  labor,  and  may  be  employed  by  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  army,  with  the  consent 
of  the  commissioners,  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 
Commissioners  authorized  to  bind  them  as  ap 
prentices  to  loyal  proprietors  of  lands  or  me- 
chanics, for  not  over  five  years  wh^ re  the  slaves 
are  over  twenty-one,  and  if  under,  not  to  extend 
beyond  their  twenty-fifth  year.  The  President 
was  authorized  to  purchase  lands  in  Mexico, 
Central  or  South  America,  or  islands  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  to  be  removed  with  their  own  con- 
sent, they  to  receive  not  exceeding  fifty  acres 
to  an  individual,  or  eighty  to  the  head  of  a 
family,  and  be  guaranteed  the  civil  and  political 
rights  secured  to  all  other  citizens  in  said  coun- 
tries— the  proceeds  of  confiscation  and  the  earn- 
ings of  those  liberated  persons  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  those  expenses. 

This  was  rejected — yeas  52,  nays  95,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Arnold,  Baker,  Baxter,  Francis?. 
Blair,  Campbell,  Clements,  Coifax,  Roscoe  Conkl;ng,  Dawes, 
Delano,  Diven,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Fenton,  Fisher, 
Frank,  Goocb,  Goodwin,  Qttrley,  Eelley,  Eillinger,  Mo 
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Knight,  McPherson,  Maynard,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill, 

Justin  S.  Moriill,  Nixon,  Olin,  Patton.  Timothy  O.  PLelpe, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Alexander  11.  Rice,  Riddle,  E  IwurU 
H.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rollins,  Shanks,  Stratton,  Train.  Trim- 
ble, Verree,  Wallace,  E.  K  Walton,  Washburne,  Wheeler, 
Whaley,  Albert  S.  White,  Worcester— 52. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen,  Alley,  Ancona,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baily,  Beaman,  Biddle,  Jaccib  B.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair, 
Blake,  George  H.  Browne,  William  G.  Brown,  Buffliiton, 
Calvert,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cohb,  Frederick  A.  Conkling, 
Coming,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crisfield,  Crittenden,  Cutler,  Davis, 
Duell,  Dunlap,  Eliot,  Enr/lish,  Feseenden,  Granger,  Gride.r, 
Haigjit,  Hall,  Hanchett.  Hardinij,  Harri-son,  Hickman,  Hol- 
man.  Hooper,  Ilorton,  Ilutchins,  Johnson,  Julian,  Francis 
W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Lansing, 
Zittio,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  Ix>vejoy,  Mallory,  Noble,  Noell, 
Norton,  Nugen,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Perry,  John  S.  Phelps, 
Potter,  Price,  John  II.  Rice,  Richardson,  Robinson,  Sargent, 
Sedgwick,  Segar,  Sheffield,  Shiel,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  John  B. 
Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas, 
Francis  Thomas,  Trowbridge,  Vallandigham.  Ann  Horn, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,Wa,l\.  TK^rtZ,  Web- 
ster, TFicA-^iffe,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood,  Woodruff— '3b. 

Mr.  Sedgwick's  substitute,  as  follows  : 

And  whereas  the  several  States  of  Tirginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Missis- 
eippi,  Louisiana,  Florida,  Texas,  and  Arkansas,  wickedly 
and  unlawfully  combining  under  the  title  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  have,  together,  made  war  upon  and  re- 
belled against  the  Government  of  tho  United  States,  and 
continue  in  such  state  of  war  and  rebellion :  Therefore, 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  commanding 
military  or  naval  officer  whose  military  cUstrict  shall  em- 
brace any  portion  of  the  above-named  States  may,  and  it 
shall  be  his  duty,  by  proclamation  or  otherwise,  to  in\ite 
all  loyal  persons  to  come  within  his  lines  and  be  enrolled 
In  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  enroll  every  such  loyal  person  and  to  employ  such  of 
them  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  no  person  so  enrolled  and  declaring  his  loyalty 
to  the  United  States  shall  ever  thereafter  be  held  to  invol- 
untary service  or  labor,  ^e.vcepting  as  a  punishment  for 
crime,)  any  law  or  regulation  of  any  State  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding:  Prcmided,  That  if  tho  slaves  of  any  per- 
son or  persons  who  have  been  and  continued  loyal  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  shall  be  m.ado  free  by  the 
operation  of  this  section,  such  loyal  citizen  or  citizens  shall 
be  entitled  to  just  and  reasonable  compensation  for  his 
claim  to  the  service  or  labor  of  such  slave  :  And  provided 
further.  That  if  the  slaves  of  any  jjerson  or  persons  who  are 
minors  or  married  women  shall  be  made  free  Ijy  the  opera- 
tion of  this  section,  they  shall  also  be  entitled  to  just  and 
reasonable  compensation  for  their  claim  to  the  service  or 
labor  of  such  slaves. 

Was  rejected — jeas  33,  nays  116,  as  follows: 
Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Babbitt,  Baker,  Beaman,  Samuel 
S.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Clark,  Davis,  Duell,  Edgerton, 
Eliot.  Fessenden,  Frank,  Uiclcman,  Hutchins,  Julian,  Fran- 
cis W.  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Lovejoy,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Pike, 
Potter,  John  II.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Sedgwick, 
Sloan,  Trowbridge,  Van  Valkenburgh,  E.  P.  Walton,  Wilson, 
Windom— 33. 

Nays — M.Q^r&.  Allen,  Ancoma,  Arnold,  Ashley,  ^aiV*/,  Bax- 
ter, Biddle,  Francis  P.  Blah-,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  George.  II. 
Browne,  William  G.  Brown,  Calvert,  Campbell,  Chamberlain, 
Clements,  Cobb,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Conk- 
ling, Corning,  Cot,  Cravens,  CrisfuM,  Crittenden,  Cutler, 
Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  Dunlap,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Ely,  Eng- 
Ush,  Fenton,  Fisher,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Gridcr,  Gur- 
ley,  Uaight,  Hall,  llanchett,  Harding,  Harrison,  Holman, 
Horton,  Johnson,  Kelley,  William  Kellogg,  Kerrigan,  Kil- 
linger,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  McKnight, 
McPiierson,  Slalloru,  Maynard,  Menzie.i,  Mitchell,  Moorhead, 
Justin  S.  Jlorrill,  Nixon,  Noble,  Noell,  Norton,  Nugen,  Odell, 
Olin.  Patton,  Pendleton,  Perry,  John  S.  Phelps,  Timothy  G. 
Phelps,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Rich- 
ardson, Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Segar,  Shanks, 
Sheffield,  Sliiel,  Smith,  Spaulding,  John  B.  Steele.  William  G. 
Steele,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis 
Thomas,  Train,  Trimble,  VaUandigltam,  Van  Horn,  Acrree, 
Voorluxs,  Wadsworth,  AVall,  Wallace,  Ward.  AVashburne, 
Webster,  ^A^leeler,  Whaley,  Albert  S.  AVhite,  Wicklije,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  Worcester — 110. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Walton's  substitute  provides: 

Sec.  1.  That  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  commit 
treason,  shall  suffer  death,  and  all  hisslaves  made  free;  or  be 
imprisoned  not  less  than  five  years,  and  fined  uo#  less  than 
$10,000,  and  all  his  slaves  made  free;  said  fine  shall  be  levied 
on  property  excluding  slaves. 

Sec.  2.  That  if  any  person  shall  engage  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States,  or  givo  aid  and  comfort  thereto. 


shall  be  pnnished  by  the  forfeiture  of  his  personal  property, 
including  choses  in  action,  and  his  life  estate  in  any  real 
property  within  the  United  States,  and  by  the  liberation  of 
his  slaves. 

Sec.  3.  That  every  such  person  described  disqualified  to 
hold  any  office  under  the  Government. 

Sec.  4.  This  act  shall  not  be  construed  as  to  affect  prose- 
cution or  conviction  of  persons  guilty  of  treason  before  tho 
passage  of  this  act,  unless  convicted  under  it. 

Sec.  5.  The  duty  of  the  ^'resident,  by  his  marshals  or 
other  officers,  to  seize  and  sequester  property  of  every  kind, 
of  persons  engaged  in  rebellion  and  especially  of  officers  oi 
the  rebel  army  and  navy,  and  of  the  President  and  other 
officers,  military,  naval,  or  civil,  of  persons  formerly  hold- 
ing office  under  the  United  States  and  taking  up  arms,  or 
give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion,  or  persons  owniag 
property  in  loyal  portions  of  the  country  hereafter  engaged 
in  the  rebellion ;  to  hold  and  possess  such  property  until 
appearance  and  trial  of  the  offender.  No  slave  to  bo 
seized  under  this  act,  but  the  United  States  to  have  a  lien 
on  all  slaves  of  the  ijersons  described  to  answer  such  order 
as  may  be  made  touching  their  liberation,  and  no  sale  of 
any  force  made  after  the  commission  of  the  offence. 

Sec.  C.  That  the  pro])crty  so  seized  and  sequestered  shall 
bo  held  or  rented  until  the  owners  can  be  proceeded 
against,  and  if  convicted,  said  property  shall  bo  forfeited 
and  all  perishable  property  may  be  sold  and  proceeds  paid 
into  the  Treasm-y,  and  if  owner  discharged  on  trial  shall  be 
returned  to  said  owner. 

Sec.  7.  That  if  the  owner  of  any  property  seized  shall 
flee  from  justice,  and  cannot  be  brought  to  trial,  an  order 
shall  be  made  by  the  court  requiring  such  jjerson  to  appear 
at  a  certain  time,  and  if  ho  do  not,  all  his  estate  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  tho  liberation  of  his  slaves,  and  himself  and 
heirs  forever  barred  from  recovery  thereof. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  President  of  tho  United  States,  when  he 
deems  it  necessary  that  any  personal  property  seized  by  the 
army  and  navy,  and  belonging  to  a  person  hereafter  en- 
gaged in  the  rebellion  or  given  aid  and  comfsrt  thereto 
should  be  confiscated,  may  cause  proceedings  in  rem  against 
such  property,  and  if  foimd  to  belong  to  a  person  engaged 
in  the  rebellion,  said  property  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sec.  9.  President  may  by  proclamation  command  insur- 
gents to  lay  down  their  arms  within  sixty  days,  and  if  they 
do  not,  their  property  shall  be  confiscated  and  slaves  freed. 

Sec.  10.  That  no  jierson  discharged  from  labor  under  this 
act,  nor  tho  descendants  of  any  one,  shall  ever  be  reduced 
to  involuntary  servitude,  (except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,) 
and  entitled  to  be  discharged  on  habeas  corpus. 

Sec.  11.  That  whenever  any  person  shall  be  discharged 
from  service  or  labor  owing  to  another,  the  court  shall  givo 
such  person  a  certificate  of  discharge,  under  seal  of  the 
court,  and  conclusive  evidence  of  his  freedom,  and  if  there- 
after seize<i,  shall  be  chscharged  on  habeas  corpus,  and  if  the 
person  so  hoUUng  the  freed  man  shall  bo  convicted,  ho  shall 
be  punished  with  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  one  year 
or  more  than  five  years. 

Sec.  12.  That  no  slave  escaping  from  one  State  or  terri- 
tory to  another  shall  be  delivered  up,  (except  for  crime,) 
unless  the  owner  make  oath  that  ho  has  not  been  engaged 
in  the  rebellion  or  aided  and  abetted  it ;  and  no  person  in 
the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  country  shall  assume  to 
pass  on  the  validity  of  any  claim  of  one  person  to  the  ser* 
vices  of  another. 

Skc.  13.  That  the  President  is  authorized  to  employ 
negroes  for  the  suppression  of  rebellion  and  treason,  and 
organize  and  use  them  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

Sec.  14.  And  is  also  authorized  to  make  provision  for  the 
colonization  of  negroes  made  free  by  this  act  as  may  be 
willing  to  emigrate,  and  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  said  country  to  their  protection  and  settle- 
ment within  the  same,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
freemen. 

Sec.  15.  And  is  also  authorized  to  extend  pardon  and 
amnesty  to  those  engaged  in  tho  rebellion. 

Sec.  10.  That  the  courts  shall  have  full  power  to  carry 
this  act  into  effect. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  29,  nays  121.  The 
Yeas  were 

Messrs.  Baxter,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Dawes,  Delano,  Dunn, 
Fisher,  Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Killinger,  Mc- 
Kuight,  Maynard,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Justin  S.  Morrill, 
Nixon,  Olin,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Porter,  Alexander 
H.  Rice,  Sheffield,  Stratton,  Tniin,  Trimble,  Verree,  E.  P. 
AValton,  Worcester. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  offered  a  substi- 
tute providing 

Sec.  2.  That  the  President  shall  appoint  commissioners 
for  each  State  by  whose  laws  persons  are  held  to  service, 
who  shall  m;.kealistof  the  names  of  slaves  and  theirowners 
and  return  it  to  the  district  where  the  slave  resides;  which 
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list  shall  be  pnlilished,  requiring  all  persons  to  appear  and 
eliow  cause  why  certain  persons  held  to  labor  should  not  be 
discharged ;  and  on  failure  of  such  persons  to  appear,  their 
slaves  shall  be  declared  free,  and  cpn  appearance  the  claim- 
ant shall  file  an  affidavit  that  he  has  not  been  engaged  in 
rebellion,  or  aided  and  abetted  it,  or  if  engaged  under  com- 
pulsion must  show  it,  and  if  proved  that  he  was  not  engaged 
in  rebelhon  his  slaves  shall  bo  returned  to  him ;  but  on  fail- 
ure of  such  proof,  or  on  the  failure  or  refusal  to  take  the 
foregoing  affidavit  to  prove  the  compulsion  »vhen  alleged  as 
an  excuse,  the  court  shall  declare  the  person  so  claimed  as 
free,  and  grant  him  a  certificate  of  the  same  under  seal,  and 
Bhall  he  conclusive  evidence  of  his  freedom.  And  all  per- 
sons so  declared  free,  if  seized,  shall  be  forthwith  discharged 
on  habeas  corpus ;  and  the  court,  acting  on  said  writ,  shall 
commit  for  trial  for  kidnapping  the  person  so  holding  the 
freed  man,  and  on  conviction  imprisoned  for  not  less  than 
one  or  more  than  five  years,  and  any  one  swearing  falsely 
shall  be  guilty  of  perjury. 

Sec.  3.  That  if  any  person  held  to  labor  by  one  engaged 
in  rebellion,  if  omitted  from  the  commissioner's  list  may,  on 
summary  application  to  the  district  court,  be  placed  on  the 
list,  and  to  be  treated  in  every  way  the  same  as  if  his  name 
had  been  placed  on  the  list  by  the  commissioner. 

Commissioners  shall  have  ample  time  to  complete  their 
lists. 

Sec.  4.  That  no  such  person  or  his  descendants  shall  ever 
again  be  reduced  to  involuntary  servitude,  and  every  such 
person  shall  ue  entitled  to  discharge  from  such  service  on 
habeas  corpus. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  16,  nays  126.  The 
Yeas  were — 

Messrs.  Koscoo  Conkling,  Dunn,  Frank,  Goodwin,  Kill- 
inger,  Loomis,  McKnight,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  OLin, 
Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Porter,  Stratton,  B.  P.  Walton, 
Worcester — 16. 

The  original  bill  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee was  then  negatived — yeas  H,  nays  78  ;  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair, 
Blake,  Buffinton,  Campbell,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax, 
Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Conkhng,  Cutler,  Davis, 
Duell,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Fessenden, 
Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Gurley,  Hanchett,  Hickman, 
Hooper,  Hutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Moor- 
head,  Anson  P.  Mon'ill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Olin,  Patton, 
Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Potter,  John  H.  Rice, 
Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks, 
Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace,  E.  P.  Walton,  Wash- 
burne,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wor- 
cester— 74. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alien,  Ancona,  Baily,  Biddle,  Jacob  B. 
Blair,  George.  H.  Browtie,  William  G.  Brown,  Calvert,  Clem- 
ents, 0966,  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crisjiehl,  Crittenden, 
Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  DunUip,  Dunn,  English,  Fisher, 
Granger,  Grider,  Haight,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrison,  Holman, 
Horton,  Johnson,  William  Kellogg,  Kerrigan,  Killiuger, 
Kiiapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  Mallory,  Maynard, 
Menzies,  Slitchell,  Nixon,  Nohle,  Noell,  Norton,  Kugen, 
Odell,  Pendleton,  Perry,  John  S.Phelps,  Porter, Price,  Alex- 
ander H.  Rice,  Micliardson,  Robinson,  James  S.  Mollins,  Se- 
gar,  Sheffield,  Shiel,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Train, 
Trimble,  Vallandigham,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Web- 
ster, Whaley,  Wickliffe,  Wood,  Woodruff— 1%. 

May  27 — Mr.  Portee  moved  to  reconsider 
this  vote.  A  motion  to  table  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  lost — yeas  69,  nays  73. 

June  4 — The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed 
to — yeas  84,  nays  65  ;  and 

Mr.  PoKTER  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  with  instructions  to 
prepare  a  substitute,  providing  that  the  slaves 
of  the  persons  included  in  the  classification  in 
the  confiscation  law,  are  declared  forever  dis- 
charged from  service  or  labor,  and  providing 
for  an  enrolment  of  them  by  commissioners, 
and  the  action  of  United  States  judges,  as  indi- 
cated in  other  amendments,  for  colonization  of 
them  in  Mexico,  Central  or  South  America,  or 
the  Gulf  Islands,  with  homesteads,  and  declar- 
ing every  person  embraced  in  the  classification 


incapable  of  holding  or  exercising  any  office  of 
honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  ;  which  was  agreed  to — yeas 
84,  nays  66,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair.  Blake, 
Buffinton,  Buinham,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax,  Federic'* 
A.  Conkling,  Roscoe Coikliug,  Covode,  Davis,  Dawes,  Duell, 
Dunn,  Edgertcn,  Edwards,  Ely,  Fessenden,  Fisher,  Fran- 
chot,  Frank,  Gooch.  Goodwin,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hanchett, 
Hickman,  Hooper,  Hutching,  J  ilian,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  KiUinger,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low,  M'l- 
Kuight,  JlcPherson,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Auson  P.  Morrill, 
Justin  S.  Morrili,  Nixon,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pome- 
roy, Porter,  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Rid- 
dle, Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  ^hanks,  ^-hella- 
bareer.  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Train,  Trimble, 
Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Verree,  \Vail. 
W  allace,  E.  P.  Walton,  Washburne,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson, 
Windom,  Worcester — 84. 

Nats — Messrs.  W.  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Biddle,  J.  B. 
Blair,  Gejirj,:  H.  Browne,  Willicuu  G.  Brown,  C'aii'eri,  Clem- 
ents, Co66,  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crittenden,  Delano.  Dela>- 
plaine.  Vunlap,  English,  Foulce,  Granger,  Grider,  Haight, 
Harding,  Harr.son,  Holman,  Horton,  Johnson,  William  Kel- 
logg, Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  Mal- 
lory, May,  Maynard,  Menzies,  Noble,  Noell,  Norton,  Nv.gen, 
Pendleton,  John  S.  Phelps,  Price,  Robinson,  Jan^es  S.  Rollins, 
Segar,  Slteffield,  Shiel,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele.  William  G. 
Steele,  Stiles,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Val- 
landigham,  Vihbard,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Webster, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Wickliffe,  Woodruff;  Wright— m. 

June  18 — The  House  passed  a  bill  reported  in 
pursuance  of  these  instructions — yeas  82,  nays 
34.  It  was  not  considered  in  the  Senate  ;  but 
emancipation  clauses  were  inserted  in  the  con- 
fiscation bill,  and  agreed  to  by  both  Houses. 

During  the  pendency  of  another  bill  (107)  to 
forfeit,  the  property  and  slaves  of  persons  who 
shall  engage  in,  or  aid  and  abet,  armed  rebel- 
lion against  the  United  States, 

1862,  April  22 — Mr.  Bingham  offered  a  sub- 
stitute— 

That  if  any  person  or  persons,  within  any  State  or  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  shall,  after  the  taking  effect  of 
this  act,  engage  in  armed  rebellion  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  shall  aid  or  abet  such  rebelhon,  all 
the  propert}-,  moneys,  stocks,  cretUts,  and  effects  of  such 
person  or  persons  are  hereby  declared  lawful  subjects  of 
prize  and  capture,  wherever  found,  for  the  indemnity  of  the 
United  States  against  the  expenses  of  suppressing  such  re- 
belhon; and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  all  such  property,  wherever 
found,  to  be  seized,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  confis- 
cated and  condemned  as  hereinafter  provided  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  property  so  captured  or  seized  shall  be 
condemned  in  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  proceedings  of  condemnation  shall  be  in  rem,  and 
shall  be  instituted  and  ijrosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  in  any  district  court  of  the  United  States  within  any 
district  in  which  the  same  may  be  seized  or  situate,  or  into 
which  the  same  may  be  taken  and  proceechugs  first  insti- 
tuted, and  which  proceedings  shall  conform  as  nearly  as 
may  be  to  proceedings  in  prize  Ciises,  or  to  cases  of  forfeit- 
ure arising  under  the  revenue  laws ;  and  in  all  cases  the 
property  so  seized  and  condemned,  whether  real  or  per- 
sonal, shall  be  sold  pursuant  to  such  rules  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe,  and  tho  proceeds  deposited 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stfttes  for  the  sole  use  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Attorney  General  or  any  district  attornejj 
of  the  United  States  of  any  district  in  which  tho  said  prop- 
erty or  effects  may  at  the  time  bo,  or  into  which  the  same 
may  be  taken,  shall  institute  tho  proceedings  of  condemna- 
tion as  hereinbefore  provided. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  62,  nays  48 ;  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baker, 
Beaman,  Bingham,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Bum- 
ham,  Chamberlain,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe 
Conkling,  Covode,  Cutler,  Davis,  Duell,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely, 
Fenton,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Granger,  Gurley,  Hooper, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  \V.  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lov^ 
joy,  McKnight,  McFherson,  Mitchell,  Moorhead  Nixon, 
iVoe//, Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Porter,  Potter,  Johu 
H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Kollius,  Saigent,  Shanks,  She!- 
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labarger,  Stevens,  Sfratton,  Trimble,  Trowbrid,2;e,Tan  Horn, 
Vau  Valkenburgh,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Wiudom,  Wor- 
cester— 62. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alkn,  Joseph  Baily,  Baxter,  Biddle.  Francis 
P.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  George  H.  Browne,  William  O. 
Brown,  Calvert,  Casey,  Clements,  Cox,  CrisfuM,  Crittinden, 
Diven,  Dimlap,  Grider,  Hall,  Hardinri,  Harrison,  Hickman, 
Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lehman,  Mallory,  May,  McnHes, 
Justin  S.  Morrill,  Morris,  Arable,  Norton,  Odell,  Olin,  James 
S.  Rollins,  Shefjidd,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  Benjamin  F. 
Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Vailandigham,  Vibhard,  Voorhees, 
E.  P.  Walton,  fVard,  Chilton  A.  White,  Woodruff,  Wright 

Mr.  E.  P.  Walton  offered  a  substitute,  defin- 
ing the  crime  of  treason,  and  affixing  a  penalty 
of  death,  or  imprisonment  and  fine,  on  convic- 
tion or  confession,  and  his  slaves  shall  be  free. 
The  President  is  authorized  to  appoint  commis- 
Bioners  to  sequester  and  seize  the  property,  real 
and  personal,  of  persons  bearing  arms  against 
the  United  States,  or  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort, and  is  also  authorized  to  grant  pardon 
and  amnesty.  These  are  the  concluding  sec- 
tions : 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  State,  or 
part  thereof,  in  which  the  inhabitants  have  by  the  Presiilent 
been  declared  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  the  said  insurrec- 
tion shall  have  continued  for  a  period  of  six  months,  then 
and  in  that  case  the  President  is  hereby  authorized,  if  in 
his  oi)inion  it  shall  lie  necessary  to  the  successful  suppres- 
sion of  said  insurrection,  by  proclamation  to  fix  and  appoint 
a  day  when  all  persons  holden  to  service  or  labor  in  any 
euch  State,  or  part  thereof  as  he  shall  declare,  whose  ser- 
vice or  labor  is  I)y  the  law  or  custom  of  said  State  duo  to 
nny  person  or  persons,  who,  after  the  day  so  fixed  by  said 
proclamation,  shall  levy  war  or  participate  in  insurrection 
against  the  United  States,  or  give  aid  to  the  same,  shall  be 
free  and  discharged  from  all  such  claim  to  labor  dr  service ; 
and  thereupon  said  person  shall  be  forever  free  and  dis- 
charged from  said  labor  and  service,  any  law  or  custom  of 
said  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  7.  That  whenever  any  person  claiming  to  be  entitled 
to  the  service  of  any  other  person  as  a  slave  shall  seek  to 
enforce  such  claim,  he  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  and  as 
preliminary  to  the  trial  of  such  claim,  show  satisfactorily 
that  he  and  the  person  to  whom  said  service  was  claimed  to 
be  due  during  the  period  of  insurrection  or  rebellion  was 
loyal  to  the  United  States. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  33,  nays  70,  as 
follov?s : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Baxter,  Francis  P.  Blair,  William  O.  Brown, 
divert,  Casey,  Clements,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Crittenden,  Dun- 
lap,  Dunn,  Fisher,  Goodvvin,  Granger,  Grider,  Gurley,  Hard- 
ing, Harrison,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Mallory,  Menzies, 
Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Olin,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rollins.  Sheffield,  Shellabarger,  Strat- 
ton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Worcester— 33. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allen,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Joseph  Baily,  Baker,  Beaman,  Biddle,  Bingham,  Jacob  B. 
Blair,  Samuel  S.  Bhiir,  Blake,  George  FI.  Browne,  Buffinton, 
Chamberlain,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Covode,  Cox, 
Cutler,  Da\is,  Duel),  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Franchot,  Frank, 
Gooch,  Hickman,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Ker- 
riqa;n,  Knapp,  Lansing,  Law,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  May,  Morris, 
Noble,  Noell,  Odell,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Potter, 
John  U.  Rice,  Riddle,  Sargent,  Shanks,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele, 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis  Thom;is,  Trimble,  Trowbridge, 
Vallandi'jham,  Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  T  oor7iee.s-.  Wall, 
Ward,  Albert  S.  White,  Chillon  A.  WiiU,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Woodruff,  Wright— 70. 

Mr.  Porter  also  proposed  a  substitute,  which 
was  rejected — yeas  30,  nays  72. 

April  23 — The  bill  was  tabled — yeas  59,  nays 
52. 

Subsequently  a  new  bill  was  prepared  by  the 
Select  Committee,  to  whom,  April  24,  the  whole 
subject  was  referred. 

IN  SENATE. 
Pending  the  consideration  of  a  bill  to  confis- 
cate the  property  and  free  the  slaves  of  rebels, 
1862,  April  24 — Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  strike 
from  the  first  section  the  words : 
BeloDging  to  any  person  or  persons  beyond  the  jorisdio 


tion  of  the  same,  or  to  any  p  >rson  or  persons  in  any  Stat* 
or  district  \vithin  the  United  States,  now  in  a  State  of  in- 
surrection and  rebellion  against  the  authority  thereof,  bo 
that  in  either  case  the  ordinary  process  of  law  cannot  be 
served  upon  them,  who  shall  during  the  present  rebellion 
be  found  in  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  said  rebellion. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

First.  Persons  hereafter  acting  as  officers  of  the  army  or 
navy  of  the  rebels  now  or  hereafter  in  arms  against  the 
United  States.  Second.  Persons  hereafter  acting  as  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  member  of  Congress,  judge,  foreign 
minister,  consul,  or  commissioner  of  the  so-called  Confed- 
erate States.  Third.  Persons  hereafter  acting  as  an  officer, 
whether  civil,  military,  or  naval,  of  any  State  or  Territory 
who  by  the  Constitution  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
is  required  to  take  an  oath  to  support  said  Constitution. 
Fomth.  Persons  who  having  held  an  office  of  honor,  trust, 
or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  hereafter  take  up 
arms  against  the  United  States.  Fifth.  Persons  who,  own- 
ing property  in  the  loyal  States  or  Territories,  or  the  loyal 
portions  of  disloyal  States,  shall  hereafter  assist  or  give  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  present  rebellion. 

Mr.  King  moved  to  amend  by  adding: 

Sixth.  Persons  in  the  present  insurrection  levying  wai* 
against  the  United  States  or  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giv- 
ing them  aid  and  comfort. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  7,  nays  32,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Grimes,  King,  Pomeroy,  Tram> 
bull,  AVade,  Wilkinson — 7. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony, Browning,  Carlile,  Clark,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  t'essenden,  toot,  Foster,  Hale,  Hen- 
derson, Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Latham,  Morrill,  Nesiiiith,  Powell,  Saulsljury,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Stark,  Sunmer,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomson,  Willey,  Wil- 
son of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  ftlissouri,  Wright — 32. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Sherman  was  then 
agreed  to — yeas  26,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.    Anthony,    Browning,    Chandler,    Clark, 
Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Fos'.'.r, 
Grimes,  Halo,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  India  ja. 
Nesmith.  Sherman.  Simmons.  Sumner,  Ten  E.vck,  Tliomsem, 
Willey,  of  Wilson  Massacuhsetts,  Wright — 26. 

Nays — Messrs.  Carlile,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Siulsbury,  Stark,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
Wilson  of  Mijisouri — 11. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
and  was  not  reported ;  but  this  classification 
was  introduced  into  the  confiscation  act. 

SECOND   AMENDATORY   JOINT   RESOLUTION. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Sighth  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

1864,  February  5 — The  House  passed  this 
joint  resolution : 

That  the  last  clause  of  a  "joint  resolution  explanatory 
of  '  An  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and 
rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and 
for  other  purposes,' "  .approved  July  17,  1862,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  so  amended  as  to  read :  "  nor  shall  any  pun- 
ishment or  proceeding  under  said  act  be  so  construed  as  to 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  estate  of  the  offender  contrary  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  no 
other  public  warning  or  proclamation  imder  the  act  of  July 
17, 18G2,  chapter  ninety-five,  section  six,  is  or  shall  be  re- 
quired than  the  proclamation  '^f  the  President,  made  and 
published  by  him  on  the  2.5th  iay  of  July,  1862,  which 
proclamation  so  made  shall  bo  received  and  held  sufficient 
in  all  cases  now  ponding,  or  which  may  hereafter  arise 
under  said  act." 

By  a  vote  of  yeas  83  to  nays  76,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boutwcll, 
Boyil,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eliot,  Farns- 
worth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  (irinnell,  Iligby, 
Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Hulburd,  Jcnckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kel- 
logg. Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBri<le, 
McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Cliarli-n 
O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Alexander 
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H .  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Sclienck,  Scofield, 
Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wlndom,  Woodbridge — 83. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancuna,  Baili/,  Augustus 
C.  Baldwin,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
WiUiam  G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  EdgerUm,  Eldndge,  Finck,  Ganson, 
Gridtr,  Hardinfi,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick, 
Holinan,  Hut'^liins,  Williom  Joltnson,  KaUifleiich,  Kernan, 
King,  Knapp.  Law,  La^iir,  LeBlond,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy, 
McDowell,  MeKinncg,  Middlrion,  Wm.  H.  Miller,  James  R. 
Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pen- 
dleton, Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H. 
Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott, 
John  B.  Steele,  William,  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  St7-ouse,  Stuart, 
Sweat,  Thomas,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  WinJUld, 
femando  Wood,  Teaman — 76. 

IN    SENATE. 

February  11 — Mr.  ReverdyJohnson,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  back  this 
joint  resolution,  without  amendment,  and  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

June  27 — Pending  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a  bureau  of  Freedmen's  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  Trcmbcll  offered  this  as  a  new  section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  last  clause  of  a  joint 
resolution  explanatory  of  an  act  to  suppress  insiurection, 
to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the 
property  of  rebels,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  July  17, 
1S62,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

The  words  proposed  to  be  repealed  are,  "  nor 
shall  any  punishment  or  proceedings  under  said 
act  be  so  construed  as  to  work  a  forfeiture  of 
the  real  estate  of  the  offender  beyond  his  natural 
life." 

June  28 — This  was  agreed  to — yeas  23,  nays 
15,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Conness,  Foot, 
Grimes.  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson 
—23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis, 
DooUttle,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Hicks,  McDougall,  Powell, 
Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Ten  Eyck,  Willey — 15. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  strike 
out  this  section  ;  which  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  13,  nays  16,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckalew,  CarliU,  Clark,  Cowan,  Davisi 
Doolittle,  Hendricks,  McDougall,  Powell,  Riddle,  Ten  Eycki 
Van  Winkle,  Willey— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Conness,  Foot,  Har- 
lan, Howe,  Lane  of  IniUana,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wilson 
—16.  (see  page  260.) 

"  Rebel"  Sequestration. 

'861,  August  6— The  "Confederate"  Con- 
gress passed  a  bill  "for  the  sequestration  of 
the  estates,  property,  and  effects  of  alien  ene- 
mies, and  for  the  indemnity  of  citizens  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  persons  aiding  the  same 
in  the  existing  war  against  the  United  States," 
of  which  the  Richmond  Examiner  of  the  follow- 
ing Monday  gave  an  abstract. 

The  following  is  the  principal  legislative 
clause  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States, 
That  all  and  every  the  lauds,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
goods  and  chattels,  rights  and  credits  within  these  Confi:d- 
erate  States,  and  every  right  and  interest  therein  held, 
owned,  possessed,  or  enjoyed  by  or  for  any  alien  enemy 
since  the  twenty-first  day  of  May,  1861,  except  such  debts 
due  to  an  ahen  enemy  as  may  have  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  any  one  of  the  Confederate  States  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  law,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  seques- 
trated by  the  Confederate  Stales  of  America,  and  shall  be 


held  for  the  full  indemnity  of  any  true  and  loyal  citizen,  a 
resident  of  these  Confederate  States,  or  other  person  aiding 
said  Confederate  States  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present 
war  between  said  Confederate  States  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  for  which  he  may  sufler  any  loss  or  in- 
jury under  the  act  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  State 
thereof,  authorizing  the  seizure  or  confiscation  of  the 
property  of  citizens  or  resideuts  of  the  Confederate  States, 
or  other  persons  aiding  said  Confederate  States,  and 
the  same  shall  be  seized  and  disposed  of  as  provided 
for  in  this  act:  Provided,  however,  When  the  estate,  prop- 
erty, or  rights  to  be  effected  by  this  act  were  or  are  within 
some  State  of  this  Confcloracy,  which  has  become  such 
since  said  twenty-first  day  of  May,  then  the  act  shall  oper- 
ate upon  and  as  to  such  estate,  property,  or  rights,  and  all 
persons  claimiug  the  same  from  and  after  the  day  such 
State  became  a  member  of  this  Confederacy,  and  not  be- 
fore :  Provided  further,  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
not  extend  to  the  stocks  or  other  public  securities  of  thia 
Confederate  Government,  or  of  any  of  the  Stales  of  this 
Confederacy,  held  or  owned  by  an  alien  enemy,  or  to  any 
debt,  obligation,  or  sum  due  from  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment, or  any  of  the  States  to  such  alien  enemy.  And  pro- 
vided, also.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  embrace 
the  property  of  citizens  or  residents  of  either  of  the  States 
of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  or  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  or 
the  Indian  Territory  south  of  Kansas,  except  such  of  said 
citizens  or  residents  as  shall  commit  actual  hostilities  against 
the  Confederate  States,  or  aid  or  abet  the  United  States  in 
the  existing  war  against  the  Confederate  States. 

Sections  2  to  13  provide  for  the  appointment  of  receiv- 
ers in  each  county,  and  impose  a  penalty  of  $2,000  on  all 
who  may  endeavor  to  conceal  the  ownership  of  property 
belonging  to  alien  enemies.  Section  14  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  three  commissioners  to  take  charge  of  the 
sequestration  fund,  and  to  hear  and  decide  on  all  claims 
against  it. 

For  its  enforcement,  the  then  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, J,  P.  Benjamin,  issued  this  circular: 

Departjient  of  Justice, 
Richmond,  September  12, 1861. 
Instructions  to  receivers  under  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  sequestration  of  the  estates,  property,  and  effects  of 
alien  enemies,  and  for  the  indemnity  of  citizens  of  the 
Confederate  States  and  ijersons  aiding  the  same  in  the 
existing  war  against  the  United  States,"  approved  Au- 
gust 8th,  1861. 

The  following  persons  are  subject  to  the  operation  of  the 
law  as  alien  enemies : 

All  citizens  of  the  United  States,  except  citizens  or  resi- 
dents of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  or  Missouri,  or 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico, 
Arizona,  or  the  Indian  territory  south  of  Kansas. 

All  persons  who  have  a  doniicil  within  the  States  with 
which  this  Government  is  at  war,  no  matter  whether  they 
be  citizens  or  not :  thus  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
or  other  neutral  nations,  who  have  a  domicil,  or  are  carry- 
ing on  business  or  traffic  within  the  States  at  war  with  thifl 
Confederacy,  are  alien  enemies  under  the  law. 

All  such  citizens  or  residents  of  the  States  of  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  or  Missouri,  and  of  the  Territories  of 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  the  Indian  ten-itory  south  of 
Kansas,  and  of  the  Distinct  of  Columbia,  as  shall  commit  ac- 
tual hostihties  against  the  Confederate  States,  or  aid  or 
assist  the  United  States  in  the  existing  war  against  the  Con- 
federate States. 

Immediately  after  taking  your  oath  of  office,  you  will 
take  possession  of  all  the  property  of  every  natm-e  and  kind 
whatsoever  within  your  district  belonging  to  aUen  enemies 
as  above  defined. 

You  will  forthwith  apply  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  for 
writs  of  garnishment  under  the  8th  section  of  the  law,  and 
will  propound  to  the  garnishees  the  interrogatories  of  which 
a  form  is  annexed.  Th<Jse  interrogatories  you  will  pro- 
pound to  the  following  persons,  viz : 

1st.  All  attorneys  and  counsellors  practicing  law  within 
your  district. 

2d.'"  The  presidents  and  cashiers  of  all  banks,  and  princi- 
pal administrative  officers  of  all  railroad  and  other  corpora- 
tions within  your  district. 

All  agents  of  foreign  corporations,  insurance  agents,  com- 
mission merchants  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  agents  of  for- 
eign mercantile  houses,  dealers  in  bills  of  exchange,  exec- 
utors and  administrators  of  estates,  assignees  and  syndics  of 
insolvent  estates,  trustees,  and  generally  all  persons  who 
are  known  to  do  business  as  agents  for  others. 

In  the  first  week  of  each  month  you  will  exhibit  to  the 
judge  a  statement  showing  the  whole  amount  of  money  in 
your  hands  as  receiver,  and  deposit  the  same  for  safe  keep- 
ing in  such  bank  or  other  depository  as  may  be  selected  for 
that  purpose  by  the  judge — reserving  only  such  amount  as 
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may  be  required  for  immediate  necessary  expenditure  in  the 
discharge  of  your  duties  as  receivers. 

Whenever,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  yon  discover 
that  any  attorney,  agent,  former  partner,  trustee,  or  otiier 
person  holding  or  coutrollingany  property,  rights,  or  credits 
of  an  alien  enemy,  has  wilfully  tailed  to  give  you  informa- 
tion of  the  same,  you  will  immediately  report  the  f;ict  to  the 
district  attorney  for  your  district,  to  the  end  that  the  guilty 
party  may  be  subjected  to  the  pains  and  penalties  prescribed 
by  the  third  section  of  the  law. 

J.  P.  BENJA5IIN,  Attorney  General. 

The  following  interrogatories  to  garnishees  have  been 
prepared  for  your  use,  together  with  a  note  annexed  for 
the  informatiMn  of  the  garnishee:  ^ 

1.  Have  you  now,  or  have  you  had  in  your  possession  or 
under  your  control,  since  the  twenty-first  day  of  May  last, 
(1861,)  anil  if  yea,  at  what  time,  any  land  or  lands,  tene- 
ment or  tenements,  hereditament  or  hereditaments,  chat- 
tel or  fhattels,  right  or  rights,  credit  or  credits,  within  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  held,  owned,  possessed,  or 
enjoyed  for  or  by  an  alien  enemy,  or  in  or  to  which  any 
alien  enemy  hud,  and  when,  since  that  time,  any  right, 
title,  or  interest,  either  directly  or  indirectly? 

2.  If  you  answer  any  part  of  the  foregoing  interrogatory 
in  the  afErmative,  then  set  forth,  specifically  and  particu- 
larly, a  description  of  such  property,  right,  title,  credit,  or 
interest,  and  if  you  have  disposed  of  it  in  whole  or  in  part, 
or  of  the  profit,  or  rent,  or  interest  acoruiug  therefrom, 
then  state  when  you  made  such  disposition,  and  to  whom, 
and  where  such  property  now  is,  and  by  whom  held? 

3.  Were  you,  since  the  twenty-first  day  of  May,  1861, 
and  if  yea,  at  what  time,  indebted,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  any  alien  enemy  or  alien  enemies  ?  If  yea,  state 
the  amount  of  such  indebtedness,  if  one,  and  of  each  indebt- 
edness if  more  than  one;  give  the  name  or  names  of  the 
creditor  or  creditors,  and  the  place  or  places  of  residence, 
and  state  whether  and  to  what  extent  such  debt  or  debts 
have  been  discharged,  and  also  the  time  and  manner  of  the 
discharge. 

4.  Do  you  know  of  any  land  or  lands,  tenement  or  tene- 
ments, hereditament  or  hereditaments,  chattel  or  chattels, 
right  or  rights,  credit  or  credits,  within  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  or  any  right  or  interest  held,  owned, 
possessed,  or  enjoyed,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  or  for  one  or 
more  alien  enemies  since  the  twenty-first  day  of  Slay,  1861, 
or  in  or  to  which  any  one  or  more  alien  enemies  had  since 
that  time  any  claim,  title,  or  interest,  direct  or  indirect? 
If  yea,  set  forth  speci.illy  and  particularly  what  and  where 
the  property  is.  and  the  name  and  residence  of  the  holder, 
debtor,  trustee,  or  agent. 

5.  State  all  else  that  you  know  which  may  aid  in  carry- 
ing into  full  elTect  the  sequestration  act  of  the  30th  of  Au- 
gust, 1S61,  and  state  the  same  as  fully  and  particularly  as 
if  thereunto  specially  interrogated.  A.  15.,  Keceiver. 

Note — The  garnishee  in  the  foregoing  interrogatories  is 
specially  warned  that  the  sequestration  act  makes  it  the 
duty  of  each  and  every  citizen  to  f;ivo  the  information 
asked  in  said  interrogatories. — [Act  3Uth  August,  1861,  sec. 
2.1  And  if  any  attorney,  agent,  former  partner,  trustee,  or 
other  person  holding  or  controlling  any  property  or  inte- 
rest therein  of  or  for  any  alien  enemy  shall  fail  speedily  to 
inform  the  receiver  of  the  same,  and  to  render  him  an  ac- 
account  of  such  property  or  interest,  he  shall  beguilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor  and,  upon  convi'^tion,  shall  bo  fined  in  a 
sum  not  e.xceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned 
not  longer  than  six  months,  and  be  liable  to  pay  besides  to 
the  Confederate  States  double  the  value  of  the  property  or 
interest  of  the  alien  enemies  so  held  or  sulg'ect  to  his  con- 
trol.—[Sec.  3.] 

This  act  was  rigidly  enforced.  Subjoined 
are  two  notices,  preserved  from  the  newspapers 
of  the  day : 

Thomas  T.  Giles,  who  has  been  appointed  receiver  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Virginia,  has  issued  a  notice  addressed 
"  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,"  in  the  following  words : 

"  I  hereby  notify  every  attorney,  agent,  former  partner, 
trustee,  or  other  person  holding  or  controlling  any  lauds, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  goods  or  chattels,  rights  or 
credits,  or  any  interest  therein,  within  the  eastern  district 
of  Virginia,  of  or  for  any  alien  enemy  of  the  Confederate 
Stiites  of  America,  speedily  to  inform  me,  appointed  receiver 
for  the  said  district,  of  the  same;  and  to  render  to  me* an 
account  thereof,  and,  so  far  iis  is  practicable,  to  place  the 
same  in  my  hands.  Any  such  person  wilfully  faiUng  to  do 
BO  will  be  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  be 
indicted,  convicted,  fined,  and  imprisoned,  as  provided  by 
law. 

"  I  also  notify  each  and  every  citizen  of  the  Confederate 
States  gpee'iily  to  give  information  to  me  (as  ho  is  required 
by  law  to  do)  of  any  and  every  lands,  tenements,  and  here- 
ditaments, goods  and  chattels,  rights  and  credits,  within 
the  said  eastern  district  of  Virginia,  and  of  every  right  and 


interest  therein  held,  owned,  possessed,  or  enjoyed  by  or  for 
anj'  such  ahen  enemy. 

"  My  office  is  on  the  northern  side  of  Main  street,  in  the 
city  of  Richmond,  between  Tenth  and  Eleventh  streets." 

SEQUESTRATION   NOTICE. 

Merchants  and  all  other  persons  residing  in  Nansemond, 
Norfolk  city,  city  of  Portsmouth,  Princess  Anne,  and  Isle 
of  Wight  who  owe  debts  to  alien  enemies,  or  have  property 
of  any  kind  in  their  possession,  or  under  their  control,  b^j- 
longing  to  any  such  alien  enemies,  and  who  have  failed  and 
neglected  to  make  report  thereof,  aro  hereby  notified  that 
unless  a  report  of  the  said  debts  and  information  of  said 
property  is  rendered  by  them  to  tho  undersigned,  receiver 
of  this  district,  on  or  before  Saturday,  the  30th  instant,  they 
will  be  reported  as  delinquents  and  subject  to  the  fine  of 
five  thousand  dollars  imposed  by  law. 

JOHN  T.  FRANCIS, 
Meceiver. 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  writ  served  upon  tla 
wife  of  Hon.  Horace  Maynard,  of  Tennessee, 
while  he  was  in  Washington,  in  attendance 
upon  Congress,  quoted  in  his  speech  of  May 
23,  1862: 
To  Hon.  West  H.  HcrMPHREYS,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 

the  Confederate  States  of  America  for  the  District  of  Ten^ 

nessee : 

The  Confederate  States  of  America,  through  Landon  C. 
Hayncs,  the  receiver  for  the  eastern  district  of  Tennessee, 
respectfully  represents  unto  your  honor  that  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  this  court  there  are  [various  items  of  property 
specifically  enumerated.]  The  said  States,  by  said  receiver, 
sliow  that  said  property,  real,  and  personal,  and  mixed,  be- 
longs to  one  Horace  Maynard,  who  has  hisdomieil  and  who 
resides  in  Kentucky,  or  some  one  of  the  States  or  districts 
of  the  United  States,  and  who  is  in  actual  hostility  to  the 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  who 
adheres  to  the  enemy  of  said  States  by  speeches,  words,  and 
acts,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort  in  Kotitucky  and  other 
places  in  the  United  States,  and  is  an  alien  enemy  to  said 
Confederate  States.  All  of  which  are  situate  and  being  in 
tho  counties  of  Knox  and  Campbell,  in  the  State  and  within 
the  district  of  said  receiver.  And  the  said  Confederate  States 
further  represent  that  the  said  property,  debts,  claims,  choses 
in  action,  are,  as  said  States  have  been  informed  by  said  re- 
ceiver, under  the  control  and  supervision  of  Mrs.  Maynard, 
wife  of  said  Hor;u-e  Maynard,  and  the  said  W.  P.  Washburn, 
who  resides  in  Knox  county,  in  this  State,  which  property  is 
liable  to  be  seized,  under  the  act  of  tho  Confederate  Con- 
gress for  the  sequestration  of  the  estates,  property,  and  ef- 
fects of  ahen  enemies.  Tho  said  Mrs.  MajTiard  and  Wash- 
burn are  required  to  set  forth,  on  oath,  and  specifically  to 
describe  said  property,  and  debts,  and  choses  in  action,  as 
they  have  full  knowledge  of  the  same,  and  answer  the  inter- 
rogatories herewith  filed,  on  oath,  and  marked  exhibit  A,  as 
a  part  of  this  petition. 

Tho  Confederate  States  of  America,  through  said  receiver, 
therefore  pray  that  the  said  persons  having  supervision  and 
control  over  said  property,  as  aforesaid,  who  reside  in  the 
county  of  Knox,  bo  made  parties  to  this  petition,  and  that 
a  copy  thereof,  together  mth  notice,  be  issued  by  the  clerk 
of  this  court  to  the  marshal  or  his  deputy,  to  be  served  on 
said  persons.  Said  Confederate  States  furtlier  pray  that  your 
honor  direct  said  property  to  be  seized  and  sequestrated,  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  said  receiver,  and  by  him  sold  or  dis- 
posed of  upon  such  terms  and  concUtions  as  your  hoiiormay 
direct.  And  on  final  hciring,  the  Confederate  States  pray 
for  all  such  other,  further,  and  different  rehef  in  the  prem- 
ises as  may  be  consistent  with  the  act  of  the  Confederate  • 
Congress. 

LANDON  C.  HAYNES, 
Seceiver  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Tennessee. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original. 

William  G.  McAboo,  Clerk,  dc. 

Proceedings  were  also  taken  against  Judge 
Catron  and  Andrew  Johnson. 

SUNDRY   ITEMS. 

The  Southern  Commercial  Convention  which 
met  at  Macon,  Oct.  16,  1861,  passed  a  series  of 
resolutions  in  relation  to  the  sequestration  act, 
and  recommending  that  the  ptiyment  of  debts 
sequestered  be  not  required  during  the  war; 
that  claims  for  indemnity  and  indebtedness  due 
the  North  be  allowed  as  a  set-oflF;  that  the 
courts  be  empowered  in  certain  cases  to  modify 
the  retroactive  effect  of  the  bill ;  and  that  the 
property  of  northern  residents  laboring  under 
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f.he  disabilities  of  coverture  of  infancy  be  ex- 
empted. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  of  Oct  I4th  says: 

"  It  was  understood  at  Richmond  by  a  gpntleman  who  is 
connected  with  the  Departmont  of  the  Interior,  that  the 
returns  were  being  made  of  debts  due  to  the  alien  enemies 
■with  the  utmost  promptitude,  and  that  from  tao  city  of 
Petersburg  there  would  bo  realized  a  sum  not  b-sa  than 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  As  for  Richmond,  it  was 
diiricult  to  e.-itimate  the  aggregate,  but  the  lowest  estimate 
pl.iced  it  at  two  millions  ot  dollars.". 

The  Confederate  States  Court  in  Richmond  have  confis- 
cated S15,000  in  the  hand  of  the  bankers  Purcell.  in  that 
city,  the  property  of  Ashmead  et  ah.,  of  Philadelphia. 

In  April,  1863,  the  ''Confederate"  Senate  con- 
sidered a  bill  to  confiscate  the  leasehold  interest 
and  shares  of  stock  owned  by  the  American 
Telegraph  Company  and  other  alien  enemies  in 
the  lines  of  telegraph  in  the  Confederate  States. 
Air.  Oldham  and  Mr.  Hill  favored  the  bill,  and 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  and  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Georgia,  opposed  it — the  former,  because 
many  of  the  stockholders  vi'hose  property  it 
was  proposed  to  confiscate  were  not  enemies, 
but  friends  living  in  Washington  city  and 
Maryland — the  latter  because  he  considered 
confiscation  "an  act  of  legal  plunder  unworthy 
of  the  age."  The  bill  was  postponed  until  the 
next  day,  and  its  fate  is  not  known. 

A  movement  was  made  about  the  same  time 
in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  appropriating 
80  much  of  the  public  debt  of  the  State  and 
other  securities  held  by  resident  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia  as 
may  be  necessary  to  indemnify  the  citizens  of 
Virginia  who  are  loyal  to  the  State  for  losses 
sustained  by  them  in  consequence  of  any  con- 
fiscation act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  other  act  growing  out  of  the  war. 

Up  to  September  30,  1863,  the  rebel  treas- 
ury had  received  from  sequestration  $1,862,550 
27,  as  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

THE  "  SEQUESTBATION"  ACT  DECLARED  CONSPITO- 
TIGNAL. 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  in  the  first  session  of  the 
Confederate  States  Court,  in  Charleston,  after 
Judge  Magrath  charged  the  Jury;  the  following 
proceedings  are  reported  to  have  taken  place  : 

Mr.  Petlgru  read  a  writ  of  garnishment,  served  upon  him, 
and  interrogatories  attached,  in  reference  to  alien  enemy's 
property. 

Mr.  Petigru  said  the  objection  he  had  to  these  interroga- 
tories was,  that  no  human  authority  has  the  right  to  put 
these  questions  to  him  or  any  one  in  the  same  circumstances. 
He  might  recognize  the  authority  of  South  Carolina  to  do 
as  proposed  by  the  act,  because  in  a  State  like  South  Carolina 
a  sufferer  has  no  security  or  remedy  against  those  in  power, 
tinless  from  some  guarantee  in  the  constitution  of  the  State ; 
for  u  State  may  do  whatever  it  is  not  forbidden  to  do  by  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  State.  But  the  Confederate  States 
Lave  no  such  claim  to  generality.  Their  authority  is  con- 
fined to  the  constitution  which  confers  it  and  the  powers 
delegated  to  them,  and  whereas,  in  the  case  of  a  sovereign, 
we  must  show  a  guarantee  against  the  power,  in  the  case  of 
the  Confederacy  they  must  show  a  warrant /or  their  power. 

There  is  no  article  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
States  which  authorizes  them  to  set  up  an  inquisition,  or  to 
proceed  otherwise  than  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 
In  fact,  the  best  authority  for  this  proceeding  Is  Hudson's 
treatise  on  the  StarChamber,  in  Second  CollutancaJuridicia. 
It  will  be  foimd  that  the  method  prescribed  in  this  confis- 
cation act  is  precisely  that  of  the  Star  Chamber.  They  call 
this  a  writ  of  garnishment;  Mr.  Hudson  calls  it  a  subpcjena. 
This  calls  upon  me  to  disclose  all  the  cases  in  my  knowledge 
of  property  held  by  an  alien  enemy.  Mr.  Hudson  requires 
the  party  to  appear  before  the  Star  Chamlier,  and  answer 
all  questions  which  may  be  put  to  him.  These  are  alike  in 
being  general.  There  is  no  plaintiff.  It  is  an  inquisition. 
•       *       If  no  Buch  power  haa  been  granted,  how  can  such 


a  thing  be  legal  ?        *       *       VTiat  is  incident  to  cases  of 

the  war  power,  the  grant  of  the  war  power  covers ;  but  doea 
thj  war  power  require  the  creation  of  a  Star  Chamber  to 
wrong  and  harass  our  people?  *  *  Where  is  the 
authority  given?  Where  is  the  power  to  call  upon  the  citi- 
zen in  a  new  and  unhoard-of  manner  to  answer  questions 
upon  oath  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  conliscation  law? 
Shall  it  be  said  th;it  it  is  to  fmnish  the  means  to  carry  on 
the  war?  How  can  that  be  said  to  be  necesswy,  which  is 
absolutely  never  known  to  have  been  done  before?  ^Vas  there 
anybody  that  ever  fought  before  Gen.  Beauregard?  War 
unfortunately  is  not  a  now  thing.  Its  history  is  found  on 
every  page.  Was  there  ever  a  law  like  this  endured,  prac- 
ticed, or  heard  of?  It  .certainly  was  not  found  among  the 
people  from  wham  we  derive  the  common  law.  No  Eng- 
lish monarch  or  Parliament  has  ever  sanctioned  or  under- 
taken such  a  thing.  It  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
common  law  to  require  an  inquisitorial  examination  of  the 
subjects  of  the  laws  of  war.  It  is  no  more  a  part  of  the  law 
of  war  than  it  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  peace.        *        *        * 

All  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the  end  and  object  pro- 
posed can  be  said  in  favor  of  the  Star  Chamber  and  the 
Spanish  Inquisition.  Torquemadaset  out  on  the  latter  in- 
stitution with  the  best  of  motives.  It  was  to  save  men's 
souls.  He  labored  most  earnestly,  in  season  and  out  of 
season ;  and  when  high  necessity  commanded,  he  burnt 
their  bodies  to  save  their  souls.  *  *  *  We  do  not  con- 
sider that  the  end  justifies  the  means  in  these  days,  but 
Torquemada  might  have  burnt  Jews  and  Protestants,  with- 
out  calling  upon  their  best  friends  to  'inform  against  them, 
and  making  it  penal  not  to  do  so.    *    «    * 

The  war  power  includes  as  an  incident,  everything  which 
is  necessary  or  usual.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  this  is 
necessary  or  usual,  since  it  never  was  done  before.  This  ia 
not  the  first  war  that  ever  waa  waged;  and  the  laws  of  war 
are  not  the  subject  of  wild  speculation.  Now,  the  means 
granted  to  attain  this  end  are  based  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  end  deserves  all  commendation ;  that  wjthinginthe 
world  is  more  calculated  to  advance  the  repute  of  the  country 
than  to  be  keen  in  searching  out  theproperty  of  enemies,  arid 
procf.eding  against  them  when  they  have  no  oppwiunity  of 
being  heard,  and  to  impoverish  them  by  taking  away  the 
earnings  of  their  industry  and  applying  it  toother  uses.  *  * 
It  woiild  be  the  most  intolerable  hardship  for  me,  for  a 
citizen,  at  every  quarter  section  to  be  obUged  to  tell  all  he 
knows  or  suspects  against  his  neighbor.  It  is  pretended 
that  it  is  an  innocent  proceeding.  How  can  that  be  inno- 
cent which  calls  upon  one  to  commit  a  breach  of  trust  ?    * 

The  law  protects  every  man  in  keeping  silence  when  a 
question  is  asked  that  involves  professional  confidence. 
I'here  can  be  no  greater  oppression  than  to  compel  a  per- 
son to  violate  a  moral  or  legal  duty. 

Something  should  be  said  about  the  objects  of  this  law, 
for  there  is  a  very  common  error  in  supposing  that  it  ap- 
plies to  the  estates  of  native  citizens  who  are  living  abroad 
in  an  enemy's  country.  The  term  alien  enemy  is  the  only 
one  used  in  the  act.  It  is  a  definite,  technical  construction 
An  alien  enemy  must  be  born  out  of  the  legiauce  of  the 
sovereign.  There  can  be  no  dispute  about  it.  He  is  not  an 
alien  enemy  if  he  was  born  within  the  domains  of  the  sov- 
ereign. A  sovereign  has  a  right  to  require  his  return.  He 
may  call  on  him  to  come  home.  What  is  it  in  the  sover- 
eign's power  to  do,  and  what  he  mo2/  do  with  his  subject 
when  he  refuses  to  return,  is  another  matter.  But  until  he 
has  been  called  on  by  his  sovereign  to  return,  a  man  com- 
mits no  breach  of  duty  in  living  in  an  enemy's  country, 
accordinu  to  law.  It  is  impossible  that  the  maimers  of  the 
law  should  not  be  aware  of  this,  and  they  seem  to  have  pur- 
posely left  this  open  for  the  interposition  of  humanity. 

Mr.  Petigru  denied  that  there  was  any  precedent  for 
this  law;  and  a  freeman  could  not  bo  compelled  to  aid  this 
confiscating  law,  by  informing  against  both  his  friends  and 
enemies.  It  was  this  which  liioved  those  brave  men,  who 
not  only  shook  the  pill.irs  of  monarchy  to  its  base,  and 
abolished  the  StarChamber,  but  did  it  with  the  declaration 
that  no  such  thing  should  be  tolerated  strain.  Are  we 
going,  in  the  hey-day  of  our  youth,  to  set  an  example  which 
has  been  repudiated  by  every  lover  of  freedom  from  the  be- 
ginning of  time  to  this  day,  which  has  never  found  an  advo- 
cate, shocks  the  conscience,  and  invades  the  rights  of  the 
private  citizen. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  stretch  of  power,  in  an  extraordi- 
nary time,  when  we  are  endeavoring  to  make  good  before 
the  world  our  right  to  its  respect  a,s  an  enlightened  people, 
a  people  capable  of  self-government,  and  of  governing  them- 
selves in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  civilization  and  light  of 
the  age ;  and  this  act,  borrowed  from  the  darkest  period  of 
tyranny,  is  dug  up  from  the  very  quarters  of  despotism,  and 
put  forward  as  our  sentiments.  They  are  not  my  sentirnents; 
and  sorry  will  I  be  if  in  this  sentiment  I  am  solitary  and 
alone.  *  *  With  regard  to  that  which  requires  the 
violation  of  professional  confidence,  ho  must  be  better  in- 
structed before  making  up  his  mind  to  the  order  of  responsi- 
I  bility  or  not.    There  are  caMta  wixea  it  is  dishonor  or  death 
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—and  death  will  eertainty  hi  chosen  hy  tvtry  man  who  de- 
serves the  name. 

Mr.  Miles,  the  District  AUcrney,  moved  that  Mr.  Petigru 
make  a  return  to  the  court  of  garnishmeut,  ip  which  the 
question  stated  by  him  ehould  be  raised,  tliat  if  tlie  first 
duty  which  devolved  upon  his  Jionor  since  he  had  put  on 
his  robes,  and  opened  the  first  tui-m  of  the  Confederate  coiu't 
in  South  Carolina,  was  to  listen  to  an  infective  against  the 
Government  whose  commission  he  borfe,  u.t  least  so  much 
respect  might  be  paid  to  the  mandate  of  the  court,  which 
issued,  with  the  sanction  of  his  honor's  name,  that  a  formal 
return  might  be  made  to  it,  so  that  the  points  made  by  the 
respondent,  in  which  not  only  the  constitutionality  of  the 
law  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,  but 
the  very  authority  of  that  Congress  itself,  and  the  validity  of 
the  Government  which  it  represents,  are  dra  wn  in  question, 
may  be  at  least  set  down  for  argument,  and  not  be  al- 
lowed to  be  treated  only  with  invective.        *        «        * 

He  might  be  pardoned,  however,  if,  in  passing,  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  audienca,/"or  luhose  benefit  the  remarks 
of  the  respondent  seem  to  have  been  made,  to  the  singular 
position  which  the  succinct  respondent  to-day  for  the  first 
time  occupied.  It  was  not  strange  that  one  who  had  so 
often  distinguished.hims  If  by  the  undaunted  boldness  with 
■which  ho  threw  himself  in  opposition  to  the  weight  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  should  be  the  one  who  now  invoked  the  aid  of 
the  Court  to  protect  those  whom  the  law  of  Congress  desig- 
nates as  alien  enemies,  but  whom  he  stillprides  himself  on 
calling  "  fellow-countrymen,"  from  the  tyranny  of  a  Govern- 
ment which  attempts  to  make  their  property  subject  to  the 
rules  of  war.  This  was  consistent  with  his  past  position. 
But  it  was  certainly  a  remarkable  metamorphosis,  that  the 
eminent  jurist  who  fearlessly,  and  almost  alone,  in  his  op- 
position to  the  political  sentiments  of  the  State,  should  now 
invoke  the  strictest  and  sternest  construction  of  State 
rights  that  had  ever  been  contended  for  even  in  South 
Carolina,  in  opposition  to  the  power  of  the  Confederate 
Government  to  pass  a  law  in  relation  to  a  subject-matter 
expressly  intrusted  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution. 

It  is  true  that  the  profession  of  submission  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  State  in  this  matter  was  accompanied  by  the 
explanation,  that  such  submission  would  be  given  only 
becautse  there  crndd  be  no  successful  resistance  to  tfie  tyranny. 
But  even  with  this  qualification,  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  authority  of  the  Stato  was  remarkable  from  such  a 
quarter. 

Subsequently  Judge  Magrath,  refusing  to 
sustain  tiie  demurrer  of  Messrs.  Petigru,  Mit- 
chell and  Whaley,  sustained  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  act. 

JUDICIAL   ACTION  UNDER  THE  CONFISCATION  LAW. 

The  law  has  been  enforced.  The  life  estate 
of  Joseph  R.  Anderson,  an  officer  in  the  rebel 
army,  in  about  50,000  acres  of  land  in  Alle- 
gany county,  Maryland,  has  been  condemned. 
Also,  that  of  Hunter,  Quid,  Aiken,  Magoffin, 
Boyce,  McQueen,  Corcoran,  and  Flournoy,  in 
lands  in  Wisconsin.  Also  of  rebel  owners, 
various  properties  in  Washington  city,  New 
York,  Alexandria,  &c. 

In  Alexandria,  Judge  John  C.  Underwood 
of  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Virginia,  has  condemned 
"  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest"  of  parties 
under  his  view  of  the  law,  which  he  thus 
argues : 

United,  States  vs.  the  Right,  Title,  and  Interest  of  Hugh 
Latham,  <£c. 

The  decree  in  this  and  similar  cases  must  depend  upon 
the  construction  given  to  article  third,  section  third,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  legislation  of  the 
last  Congress  for  the  confiscation  of  rebel  property. 

As  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  never 
decided  tho  questions  involved  in  this  case,  and  this  court 
feels  constrained  to  differ  from  the  opinion  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  neighboring  district  in  some  recent  cases,  a 
brief  statement  of  the  reasons  of  such  dissent  from  the 
able  jurists  of  that  court  may  not  be  inappropriate. 

This  Court  cannot  limit  a  decree  to  a  condemnation  of  a 
trsutor's  right,  title,  and  interest  in  the  property  forfeited 
for  the  term  of  his  own  life,  with  a  reversion  to  his  heirs, 
for  the  roiison  that  it  does  not  consider  such  limitation 
warranted  by  the  section  and  acts  of  Congress  above  re- 
ferred to.    The  language  of  the  Constitution  is  .is  follows : 

"  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the  punish- 
ment of  treason,  but  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  work 


corruption  of  the  Wood  or  forfeiture,  except  during  the  life 
of  the  persou  so  attainted." 

The  general  power  to  punish  treason  is  expressly  granted 
in  the  first  part  of  the  above  constitutional  pro\i6ion. 
The  consequences  of  attainder  of  treason  mentioned  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  provision  would  not  require  notice,  as 
this  is  not  a  case  of  attainder  of  treason,  were  it  not  for  tho 
reference  made  to  the  limitations  of  this  provision  in  tho 
joint  explanatory  resolution  passed  by  Congress  July  17, 
1S62.  But  that  reference  and  the  quotation  of  the  limita^ 
tions  made  it  necessary  to  inquiie  what  was  tho  "  forfeit- 
ure" to  be  worked,  and  when  the  "  work"  was  to  be  effected. 

The  authors  of  the  constitutional  provision  were  doubt- 
less profound  lawyers,  and  used  the  term  "  forfeiture,"  in  its 
strict  technical  and  well  settled  legal  meaning.  Blackstono 
gives  us  a  whole  chapter  on  this  important  word,  which  he 
begins  thus: 

'•Forfeiture  is  a  punishment  annexed  by  law  to  some  ille- 
gal act  or  negligence  in  the  owner  of  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  whereby  he  loses  all  his  interest  therein, 
and  they  go  to  the  party  injured  as  a  recompense  for  the 
wrong  sustained." 

Again,  he  enumerates  "  forfeiture,"  deed,  device,  &c.,  as 
the  modes  of  absolute  conveyance  of  real  estate;  and  it 
eeems  clearly  that  this  was  the  sense  in  which  it  was  used 
in  the  constitutional  provision.  Besides  being  good  law- 
yers, the  authors  were  evidently  thorough  scholars,  fami- 
liar with  King  James's  translation  of  the  Bible  and  the  old 
English  classics,  and  employed  the  word  "  except,"  in  the 
phrase — "Except  during  the  life  of  tho  person  attainted,"  in 
a  sense  now  nearly  obsolete,  though  common  a  hundred 
years  ago,  and  at  the  date  of  the  Constitution  making  it 
synonymous  with  the  word  "  unless,"  as  in  tho  Bible  decla- 
rations— "  Except  ye  repent  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish." 
"  Except  a  man  be  born  again  he  cannot  see  the  Kingdom 
of  God."  "Except  these  abide  in  the  ship  ye  cannot  be 
saved."  Shakspeare  and  other  English  classics  abound  in 
examples  of  the  use  of  this  word  as  a  conditional  conjunc- 
tion, but  one  will  suffice  i 

The  Bishop  of  Winchester,  when  accused  of  sedition  in 
King  Uem-y  VI,  act  III,  scene  1,  indignantly  exclaims — 
"And  for  dissension,  who  preferreth  peace. 
More  than  I  do — except  I  be  provoked?" 

We  find  a  similar  definition  of  the  term  in  Webster's 
Dictionary. 

If  we  use  the  word  "  except"  in  the  above  sense  in  the 
the  constitutional  provision,  or  make  it  read  "  unless  during 
tho  life  of  the  person  attainted,"  we  shall  at  once  come  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  provision,  to  wit :  That 
the  forfeiture  was  to  be  perfected  during,  and  not  after,  the 
lifetime  of  the  party  attainted. 

Bills  of  attainder  were  common  in  the  British  Parlia^ 
ment.  Several  of  the  Colonial  Legislatures  passed  similar 
acts  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  They  were  sum- 
mary and  sweeping  in  their  character,  requiring  no  process 
or  any  action  of  courts  of  law,  but  included  in  a  single  bill 
many  persons,  and  in  a  single  section  confiscated  all  their 
property,  both  real  and  personal.  In  some  cases  the  dead 
as  well  as  the  living  were  inchfded  in  these  bills,  so  tran- 
scendingly  wicked  did  the  crime  of  treason  appear  to  our 
ancestors.  The  Government  thus  convicted  men  of  this 
crime  without  trial,  and  after  they  were  dead  and  buried, 
taking  as  a  punishment  estates  which  had  already  descended 
to  their  heirs  or  passed  to  innocent  purchasers  in  good 
faith.  This  mode  of  proceeding  was  manifestly  in  violation 
of  the  general  spirit  and  principles  of  English  and  Ameri- 
can criunnal  laws,  by  which  crimes,  trespasses,  and  torts  of 
every  description,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  are  alone 
punishable  during  the  life  of  the  WTong-doer,  whose  death 
before  final  judgment  is  a  perpetual  stay  of  all  proceedings 
and  all  legal  consequences.  According  to  the  maxim: 
'^  Actio  personalis,  cum  persona  mm-itor."  The  Constitu- 
tional provision  was  therefore  inserted  to  correct  this  harsh 
anomaly,  and  to  bring  the  punishment  of  treason  into  har- 
mony with  that  of  all  other  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

It  also  abolished  entirely  the  cruel  doctrine  of  "  corrup- 
tion of  the  blood,"  wliich  prevented  the  children  of  a 
traitor  who  had  been  attainted  from  ever  inheriting  from 
or  Wtroi/^^  the  father  either  title  or  estate.  Its  limitation 
was  as  to  time  of  working  forfeiture  and  not  as  to  the 
definition  of  the  term  or  character  of  the  estate  forfeited, 
and  it  made  no  distinction  between  personal  and  real  estate. 

Nor  is  there  anything  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  17, 
1S62,  limiting  the  forfeiture  within  more  narrow  bounds 
than  those  of  the  Constitution.  On  the  contrarj",  the  only 
fear  ever  expressed  in  relation  to  that  act  was  that  it 
transcended  the  Constitution. 

The  only  ground  for  restricting  the  forfeiture  then  must 
bo  found  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress of  the  same  date  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

The  first  branch  of  this  resolution  was  evidently  intended 
to  explain  the  act  and  to  prevent  its  application  in  such  a 
way  as  to  give  it  an  unconstitutional  vluA  ex  post  facto  oper- 
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ftfwu  And  a  careful  consideration  of  its  last  clause  aflbrds 
the  strongest  internal  evidence  that  it  also  was  intended 
simply  to  prevrnt  an  infringomont  of  the  Constitution.  Its 
language  is  copi><d  almost  verbatim  from  the  Constitution. 
Even  the  verj'  unusual  legal  phi-aso,  "  Tvork  a forl'oituro,"is 
borrowed  from  (ho  same  source,  and  means  finish,  perfect 
and  complete,  tha  necessary  legal  proceedini^s  for  a  forfeit- 
ure or  conveyance  of  estate,  as  v,-e  work  out  or  perfect  a 
probleM.  The  only  variance  is  the  substitution  of  the 
preposition  "boyond"  for  the  conjunction  "except"  in  the 
phrase  " beyoud  the  lifn,"  instead  of  "except  during  the 
life."  But  tL.4  similarity  of  language  is  so  gi-eat  as  to  force 
a  con^ictioM  -hat  tho  last  part  of  the  resolution,  like  the 
first  part,  p  fui  intended  to  restrain  the  courts  within  the 
bounds  of  //.p  Constitution.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
CongroBS 'r.t-onded  to  repeal  its  own  act  by  the  resolution, 
or  so  to  PKiasculate  it  as  to  make  it  worse  than  a  nullity. 

It  seems  also  but  reasonable  that  we  should  give  such  a 
construction  to  tho  resolution  as  will,  if  possible,  bring  it 
into  harmony  ^vith  thoso  more  weighty  and  formal  instru- 
ments, tho  act  and  the  Constitution.  The  variation  of  a 
single  word  in  quoting  thp  Constitution  is  not  surprising 
when  wo  consider  the  probabk'  hurry  and  pressure  which 
attended  the  passage  of  this  resolution  among  many  others 
on  the  last  day  of  a  long  session  of  Congress.  We  could 
hardly  expect  the  same  precision  of  language  under  such 
circumstances  as  in  an  act  passed  with  mature  considera- 
tion in  committees,  and  after  three  separate  readings  in 
each  house  of  Congress.  And  though  the  construction 
given  by  the  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  would  seem 
very  natural,  taking  the  clause  without  its  connections,  yet 
when  we  consider  thoso  connections,  it  will  appear  that  our 
construction  will  not  only  best  secure  the  objects  of  the 
law  but  entirely  harmonizes  with  tlie  act  and  Constitution, 
without  tLe  least  violence  to  the  language  of  the  resolu- 
tion. By  ■quoting  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  the 
ConclusioB  is  inevitable  that  the  constitutional  authority 
and  powe7  was  referred  to  the  action  of  the  courts. 

If  the  I  onstruction  that  only  a  life  estate  is  to  be  confis- 
cated sha'  I  bo  established,  the  bill  passed  by  Congress  on 
the  17th  of  July,  1862,  instead  of  being  true  to  its  title, 
"  An  Act  10  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and 
rebellioi,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels," 
would  ii  Its  effects  become  an  act  to  prevent  the  re-settle- 
ment aril  improvement  of  the  country;  an  act  to  promote 
jealousy,  envy,  and  hatred  between  the  holders  of  life 
estates  '»nd  reversionary  interests,  and  to  continue  the 
desolations  caused  by  the  reliellion  for  a  whole  generation 
without  any  benefit  to  the  National  Treasury,  to  the  parties 
interested,  or  to  anybody  else  except  the  lovers  of  discord 
and  officers  of  law;  an  act  to  defeat  the  leading  objects 
of  its  own  friends  in  and  out  of  Congress,  which  objects  are 
well  known  to  be,  1st — by  the  sale  of  rebel  estates  to  re- 
imburse in  some  degree  tho  immense  expenditures  incurred 
in  suppressing  the  rebellion,  and  2d — to  supply  the  places  of 
d(,'parted  rebels  with  loyal  men  and  bring  again  into  culti- 
vation and  improvement  those  deserted  and  wasted  estates. 
But  if  only  a  life  interest  is  to  he  acquired,  no  purchaser 
could  afl'ord  to  take  on  so  uncertain  a  tenure,  at  even  a 
nominal  price,  the  wasted  plantations,  and  restore  the  de- 
stroyed houses  and  fences  by  building  valuable  and  permar 
neut  structures. 

Those  of  us  who  remember  the  condition  of  the  country 
between  tho  Potomac  and  the  Rappahannock  from  twenty 
to  forty  years  ago,  tho  desolation  and  heart-burning,  the 
agony  and  despair,  tho  ejectments  and  expulsions  attend- 
ing the  expiration  of  the  anti-republican  life  leases  of  the 
old  proprietor,  Lord  Fairfax,  will  certainly  pray  to  be  de- 
livered from  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  wliich  this  construc- 
tion would  inevitably  produce.  The  life  state  theory  also 
involves  the  absurdity  that  in  proportion  to  the  enormity 
and  certainty  of  the  guilt  of  any  person,  should  be  the 
shortness  of  the  forfeiture  of  his  estate,  for  in  the  most 
flagrant  cases  tho  time  between  conviction  and  execution  is 
usually  very  brief,  andforfeiturefor  that  brief  period  would 
be  both  puerile  and  preposterous.  Applying,  thou,  the  well 
settled  rule  of  interpretation,  that  where  two  constructions 
can  bo  fcivon  to  a  WTitten  instrument,  that  must  be  pre- 
sumed which  is  most  just  and  beneficial  to  the  public  in  its 
operation,  wo  can  have  no  doubt  of  the  meaning  of  this 
resolution. 

Judging  from  the  many  wise  enactments  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, wo  should  be  forced  to  the  belief  that  its  inlentions 
were  uniformly  beneficent,  and  therefore  it  could  not  have 
intended  to  open  the  door  to  such  absurdities  ami  calami- 
ties. We  must  conclude  from  its  words  and  connections 
that  tho  resolution  bad  its  origin  in  an  abundant  caution 
against  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  but  was  never  in- 
tended to  confine  the  action  of  the  courts  within  any  limits 
less  extended  than  the  Constitution,  nor  to  give  a  construc- 
tion to  the  Constitution.  It  was  not  meant  to  prevent  the 
full  and  just  action  of  all  the  proper  and  legitimate  powers 
of  the  Government  for  the  punishment  of  treason.  Nor  has 
oar  construction  any  color  of  undue  harshness  and  severity 


toward  the  great  criminals  who  have  brought  upon  the 
country  this  terrible  civil  war.  In  all  Christian  or  civilized 
nations  on  the  earth,  the  punishment  of  treason  has  been  a 
total  forfeiture  both  of  estate  and  life,  and  justly  so,  for  it 
is  not  in  its  consequences  simply  murder,  but  wholesiile 
murder  with  all  the  other  crimes  of  the  decalogue  addp4 
thereto. 

And  how  absurd  is  the  idea  that  we  may  take  the  life  of 
a  traitor  but  may  not  take  that  which  is  less  valuable  than 
life,  to  wit :  his  property  ?  Does  not  the  greater  always  in- 
clude the  loss  ? 

By  this  court,  then,  looking  for  light  and  guidance  to 
the  tribunal  of  Eternal  Justice,  it  must  be  held  that  enough 
loyal  blood,  and  widows'  and  orphans'  tears,  have  been 
poured  out  and  mingled  with  the  soil  of  Virginia  to  extin- 
guish all  rebel  rights  and  establish  a  perfect  title  in  the 
Government,  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  those  who  have 
follen  defending  the  republican  institutions  received  from 
our  patriot  fathers — institutions  which  we  are  bound  to 
preserve  and  to  transmit  unimpaired  and,  if  possiblo,  im- 
proved and  purified  to  our  posterity. 

The  point  raised  by  the  respondent's  counsel  against  the 
constitutionality  of  the  law  under  which  this  siiitis  brought, 
because  it  does  not  provide  a  jury  trial  in  any  case,  is  one 
of  very  grave  import.  In  tho  judgment  of  ^his  coiu-t  it 
would  be  miich  more  in  the  spirit,  not  only  of  the  Consti- 
tution, but  of  the  great  charter  ratified  at  liunnymede,  if  a 
respondent,  on  putting  in  his  answer  and  taldng  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Government,  was  permitted  to  demand 
a  trial  by  jury. 

But  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Dred  Scott  case,  and  other  cases  under  the 
fugitive  slave  laws  of  Congress,  deprived  men  of  hberty, 
which  is  dearer  than  property,  without  trial  by  jury,  will 
not  permit  this  court,  especially  where  no  oath  of  allegiance 
is  otfered  by  the  respondent,  to  declare  the  law  unconstitu- 
tional on  this  ground.  ♦ 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  all  uncertainty  arising 
fi'om  different  constructions  of  the  courts  may  be  speedily 
removed  by  the  action  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  explanatory  legislation  of  Congress  now 
about  to  be  assembled. 

The  decree  of  the  court  in  this  case  is,  that  all  right,  title, 
interest  and  estiite  of  the  said  Hugh  Latham,  in  and  to  the 
property  mentioned  in  the  libel  in  this  case,  be  forfeited  and 
confiscated  to  tho  United  States,  and  that  the  marshal  of 
the  court  proceed  to  sell  said  right,  title,  interest  and  estate 
at  public  auction  for  cash  to  the  highest  bidder,  after  having 
given  ten  days'  uotico  of  the  time,  place,  and  terms  of  sale 
of  the  personal  property,  and  at  least  twenty  days'  notice 
of  the  time,  place,  and  terms  of  sale  of  the  real  estate,  by 
advertisement  in  one  or  more  newspapers  printed  and  pub- 
lished in  the  cities  of  Alexandria  and  Washington.  That 
said  marshal  deliver  the  personal  property  to  the  pm'chaser, 
and  also  make  and  deliver  a  deed  of  tho  real  estate  to  the 
purchaser  on  the  payifient  of  the  purchase  money  therefor, 
and  that  the  marshal  bring  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  into 
this  court  to  await  the  further  order  thereof. 

MILITARY  ORDERS.* 
CONFISCATION  OF  PROPERTY. 

The  following  important  military  order  hag 
been  issued  by  Major  General  Wallace : 

Headquarters  Middle  Department,  8th  Army  Corps, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  April  26, 1864. 
[General  Orders  No.  30.] 

Many  citizens  of  this  department  have  gone  voluntarily 
into  the  States  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  some 
to  join  the  rebel  army,  others  to  aid  and  encourage  the  re- 
bellion by  their  presence  and  other^\ise,who  have  left  prop- 
erty in  real  estate,  slaves,  stocks  of  various  descriptions,  and 
other  secmities  for  money  in  this  department.  And  many 
citizens  of  the  States  in  rebellion,  who  have  participated  in 
and  encouraged  that  movement,  have  similar  property 
within  this  department.  It  is  deemed  important  that  such 
property  should  not  be  under  the  control  of  such  persons, 
and  liable  to  be  used  in  whole  or  in  part  in  the  support  of 
the  rebellion,  and  against  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  therefore  hereby  ordered  that  the  proceeds  of  all 
real  estate,  the  hire  of  all  slaves,  the  interest  on  all  debts 
due  from  persons  in  this  department,  the  current  interest 
on  all  private  debts,  the  dividends  and  interest  on  all 
stocks  and  bonds  of  railroad  companies,  banks,  titrnpike 
road  companies,  manufacturing  companies,  and  jiublic  cor- 
porations, howsoever  declared  and  payable,  which  are  the 
property  of  the  persons  above  described,  and  are  within 
this  department,  shall  be  withheld  by  the  persons  author- 
ized, and  whose  duty  it  is  to  pay  the  same,  from  such  per- 
sons, their  representatives,  agents,  and  attorneys,  howso- 


*  The  President  has  suspended  the  execution  of  thcsO' 
orders.    Moneys  paid  under  them  are  ordered  repaid. 
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ever  constituted;  and  that  the  same  shuU  be  paid  over  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander  Bliss,  Quartermaster  of  this 
department,  or  such  other  agent  as  the  general  command- 
ing may  authorize  and  appoint  from  time  to  time.  All  por- 
Bons  having  authority  over  such  property  will  be  held  ro- 
eponsible  for  such  sums  as  m.ay  bo  paid  in  violation  of  this 
order,  and  be  otherwise  punished  by  military  commission. 

The  hire  and  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  such  slaves  as 
are  in  the  counties  of  Maryland  in  this  department,  and 
belonging  to  the  persons  above  described,  will  in  dua  pro- 
portion bo  set  apart  and  reserved  for  the  use  of  such  slaves 
when  they  shall  have  been  freed  by  the  constitutional  law 
of  Maryland,  as  it  is  hoped  they  soon  will  be. 

By  command  of  Maior  General  Wallace  : 

SAMUEL  B.  LAWRENCE,  Asst.  Adj.  Geru 

Official :  Jas.  R.  Ross,  A.  D.  C. 

Heabquartees  Middle  Department,  8th  Army  Corps, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  May  1, 1864. 
[General  Orders  No.  33.] 

In  order  moiip  effectually  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
General  Orders  No.  30,  from  these  headquarters,  it  is 
ordered : 

1st — That  the  President  and  directors,  or  other  authorized 
agents  and  representatives  of  all  banks,  insurance  com- 
panies, Tiulroad,  tui'npike,  ferry,  and  manufacturing  com- 
panies, and  all  other  monied  corporations,  institutions,  and 
joint  stock  companies  whatsoever  within  this  military  de- 
partment, shall,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  not  later 
than  the  loth  day  of  June  next,  forward  to  the  office  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  Bliss,  Quartermaster  of  this  depart- 
ment, a  written  statement  verified  under  oath  by  the  presi- 
dent, and  by  tho  secretary  or  treasury  of  such  coi-poration 
or  company,  &c.,  setting  forth  tho  names  and  address  of  all 
the  proprietors  or  stocliholders,  or  others  having  now  or 
witliin  the  past  year,  any  interest  whatsoever  in  the  capital 
stock,  the  bonds  or  other  debt,  funded  or  otherwise  of  such 
coii3oration  or  company,  or  in  the  dividends,  interest,  pre- 
miums or  other  profits  whatsoever  irising  therefrom  or  from 
its  business,  who  are,  or  who  since  April  19th,  1861,  have 
been  residents  of,  or  have  lived  within  any  of  the  States 
now  in  rebellion,  or  who  now  are,  or  who  have  been  in  the 
rebel  army,  or  in  the  employment  of  the  rebel  government, 
to  the  best  knowledge  and  belief  of  the  deponents — tho 
exact  amount  and  nature  of  the  share  or  other  interest  of 
every  such  person,  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  such 
interest,  or  of  any  increase  thereof;  also,  the  dates  and 
amounts  of  all  payments  of  dividends,  interest,  premiums 
or  other  profits  by  said  company  since  May  1st,  1863,  to 
any  such  person,  or  to  any  one  whsitsoever  on  account  of 
any  such  persons,  and  the  names  of  those  to  whom  jjiiid. 
Also  tho  name  of  any  of  tho  said  persons  to  whom  any  in- 
terests or  profits  are  now  payable,  and  the  amounts  and 
dates  when  due. 

2d. — It  is  ordered  that  all  cerporations,  joint  stock  com- 
panies, and  all  individuals  within  this  department,  who 
now  owe,  or  who  since  May  1st,  1863,  have  owed  any  inter- 
est upon  any  mortgage,  bond  or  note,  or  other  security,  or 
who  since  May  1st,  1SC3,  have  paid  any  interest  upon 
any  mortgage,  bond,  note,  or  other  security,  or  any 
other  interest,  or  profit  whatsoever  to  any  person  of  any 
of  the  classes  enumerated  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  (or 
to  any  agent,  attorney,  or  representative  of  any  of  the 
said  persons.)  shall,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  not 
later  than  the  15th  day  of  June,  1864,  forward  to  the 'office 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander  Bliss,  Quartermaster  of 
the  Middle  department,  a  written  statement  verified  under 
oath  setting  forth  the  names  and  address  of  all  persons  to 
whom  aoysucli  interesthasbeenorisdue,  or  fo  whom  paid, 
the  amount  thereof,  the  amount  of  the  principal  upon 
which  it  is  due  or  has  been  paid,  the  nature  of  the  debt, 
whether  bond,  (secured  or  not  by  mortgage,)  or  note,  or 
other  security  or  evidence  of  debt  whatsoever,  and  the  date 
of  ito  niaturiiy. 

3d.  It  is  ordered  that  all  corporations  and  joint  stock 
com{)onie»,  and  all  individuals  within  this  depai'tment  who 
now  cccnpy  or  enjoy  the  use  of,  or  since  May  1st,  1863, 
luifd  occupied  or  enjoyed  the  use  of  any  lands,  t«nemeat8, 


buildings,  or  other  real  estate  whatsoever  owned  either  in 
whole  or  in  part  by,  or  of  v.hich  the  rent  or  other  proceeds 
in  any  manner  accrue  to.  any  of  the  persons  of  any  of  the 
classes  above  enumerated  in  paragraph  1  of  this  Order,  shall, 
with  tho  least  possible  delay,  and  not  later  than  the  15th 
day  of  June  next,  forward  to'the  office  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Alexander  Bliss,  Quartermaster  of  the  Middle  department, 
a  written  statement,  verified  under  oath,  setting  forth  their 
names  and  address,  tho  location  and  description  of  any  such 
lands,  buikUngs,  or  other  real  estate,  the  names  of  the  own- 
ers, lessees,  Ac,  thereof,  the  rate  of  the  rent  or  hire  thereof; 
and  any  amount  now  due  on  account  of  tho  rent  or  hire 
thereof,  or  which  have  since  May  1st,  1SC3,  been  due,  or 
which  have  since  that  date  been  paid  to  any  person  what- 
soever, and  the  names  aud  address  of  all  persons  to  whom 
said  amounts  are  or  have  been  due  or  paid,  and  the  date 
when  due  or  paid. 

4th.  It  is  ordered  that  all  persons  in  the  counties  of  Ma- 
ryland witliin  this  department  now  hiring,  or  w,lio  since 
January  1st,  1864,  have  liired  slaves,  belonging  wholly  or  in 
part,  now  or  within  the  past  year,  to  any  of  the  persons  of 
the  class  enumerated  in  paragraph  1  of  this  Order,  shall 
furnish  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander  Bliss,  Quarter- 
master of  the  Middle  department,  a  written  statement,  ver- 
ified under  oath,  of  their  names  and  ad^h-ess,  of  the  numbe» 
of  such  slaves  hired  by  them,  tho  rate  of  hire,  the  names  of 
the  owners  of  each,  the  name  of  each  slave,  and  the  namea 
of  the  persons  to  whom  any  payments  have  been  since  Jan- 
uary 1st,  1864,  made,  or  are  now  due  on  account  of  such 
hire,  tlie  amounts  of  such  payments,  and  the  amounts  now 
due. 

And  all  slaves  are  required  to  furnish  themselves  such  of 
the  above  information  as  is  in  their  ijower,  by  appearing 
personally  at  tho  above  place  for  that  pm-pose,or  otherwise, 
as  they  may  bo  able. 

By  command  of  Miy  or  General  Wallace : 

SAMUEL  B.  LAWRENCE,  Asst.  Adj.  Gen. 

Official:  Max  Wooduull,  A.  D.  C. 

THE  president's  PROCLAMATION  UNDER  THE  CON- 
FISCATION LAW. 

In  pursuance  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  to  suppress  iusur- 
rection,  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize 
and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  July  17.  1862,  and 
which  act,  and  the  joint  resolution  explanatory 
thereof,  are  herewith  published,  1,  Aisrauam  Lin- 
coln, President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby 
proclaim  to  and  warn  all  persons  within  the  con- 
templation of  said  sixth  section  to  cease  partici- 
pating in,  aiding,  countenancing,  or  abetting 
the  existing  rebellion,  or  any  rebellion,  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  re- 
turn to  their  proper  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  on  pain  of  the  forfeitures  and  seizures 
as  within  and  by  said  sixth  section  provided. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  set  my 
band  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  Slates 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

Wm.  H.  Sbwabd,  Secretary  of  State. 
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Compensated  Emancipation. 

Second   Session,  Thirty-Sixth.  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

Feb.  11,  1861— Mr.  James  B.  McKean,  of 
New  York,  introduced  into  the  House  the  fol- 
lowiug  resolution,  which — ilr.  Burnett,  of 
Kentucky,  indicating  a  desire  to  discuss  it — 
was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule,  and  was 
not  again  considered : 

Whereas  the  '-Gulf  States"  have  assumed  to  secede  from 
the  Union,  and  it  is  deemed  important  to  prevent  the  "  bor- 
der slave  States''  from  following  their  example;  and  whereas 
it  is  believed  that  those  who  are  inflexibly  opposed  to  any 
meastare  of  compromise  or  concession  that  involves,  or  may 
involve,  a  sacritice  of  principle  or  the  extension  of  slavery, 
would  nevertheless  cheerfully  concur  in  any  lawful  measure 
for  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  of  live  be  instructed 
to  inquire  whether,  by  the  consent  of  the  people,  or  of  the 
State  governments,  or  by  compensating  the  slaveholders,  it 
be  practicable  for  the  General  Government  to  procure  tho 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  some,  or  all,  of  the  "  border 
States;"  ajid  if  so,  to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

THE  president's  RECOMMENDATION  TO  CONGRESS, 

March  6,  1862 — The  President  sent  the  fol- 
lowing message  to  Congress  : 

miow-Citizeiis  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  joint  resolu- 
tiot:  bv  your  honorable  bodies,  which  shall  be 
er.bstantially  as  follows  : 

JSesolved,  That  the  United  States  ought  to  co-operate 
with  any  State  which  mav  adopt  gradual  abolishment  of 
slavery,  yiving  to  such  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be  used  by 
such  i.Hate  m  its  discretion,  to  compensate  for  the  incon- 
veniences, ;.;ublic  and  private,  produced  by  such  change  of 
system. 

If  the  proposition  contained  in  the  resolution 
does  not  meet  the  approval  of  Congress  and 
the  country,  there  is  the  end;  but  if  it  does 
command  such  approval,  I  deem  it  of  impor- 
tance that  the  States  and  people  immediately 
interested  should  be  at  once  distinctly  notified 
of  the  fact,  so jLhat  they  may  begin  to  consider 
whether  to  accept  or  reject  it.  The  Federal 
Government  would  find  its  highest  interest  in 
such  a  measure,  as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
means  of  self-preservation.  Tbe  leaders  of  the 
existing  insurrection  entertain  the  hope  that 
this  Government  will  ultimately  be  forced  to 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  some  part  of 
the  disaffected  region,  and  that  all  the  slave 
States  north  of  such  part  will  then  say,  "the 
Union  for  which  we  have  struggled  being 
already  gone,  we  now  choose  to  go  with  the 
southern  section."  To  deprive  them  of  this 
hope,  substantially  ends  the  rebellion  ;  and  the 
initiation  of  emancipation  completely  deprives 
them  of  it  as  to  all  the  States  initiating  it.  The 
point  is  not  that  aW  the  States  tolerating  slavery 
would  very  soon,  if  at  all,  initiate  emancipation ; 
but  that,  while  tbe  offer  is  equally  made  to  all, 
the  more  northern  shall,  by  such  initiation, 
make  it  certain  to  the  more  southern  that  in  no 
14 


event  will  the  former  ever  join  the  latter  in  their 
proposed  confederacy.  I  say  "initiation,"  be- 
cause, in  my  judgment,  gradual,  and  not  sudden 
emancipation,  is  better  for  all.  In  the  mere 
financial  or  pecuniary  view,  any  member  of 
Congress,  with  the  census  tables  and  Treasury 
reports  before  him,  can  readily  see  for  himself 
how  very  soon  the  currenttexpenditures  of  this 
war  would  purchase,  at  fair  valuation,  all  the 
slaves  in  any  named  State.  Such  a  proposition 
on  the  part  of  the  General  Government  sets  up 
no  claim  of  a  right  by  Federal  authority  to  in- 
rerf  re  with  slavery  within  State  limits,  refer- 
ting,  as  it  does  the  absolute  control  of  the  sub- 
ject in  each  case  to  the  State  and  its  people  im- 
mediately interested.  It  is  proposed  as  a  mat- 
ter of  perfectly  free  choice  with  them. 

In  the  annual  message  last  December,  I 
thought  fit  to  say,  "the  Union  must  be  pre- 
served ;  and  hence  all  indispensable  means  must 
be  employed."  I  said  this  not  hastily,  but  de- 
liberately. War  has  been  made,  and  continues 
to  be  an  indispensable  means  to  this  end.  A 
practical  reacknowledgment  of  the  national  au- 
thority would  render  the  war  unnecessary,  and 
it  would  at  once  cease.  If,  however,  resistance 
continues,  the  war  must  also  continue;  and  it 
is  impossible  to  foresee  all  the  incidents  which 
may  attend,  and  all  the  ruin  which  may  follow 
it.  Such  as  may  seem  indispensable,  or  may 
obviously  promise  great  efficiency  toward  end- 
ing the  struggle,  must  and  will  come. 

The  proposition  now  made,  though  an  offer 
only,  I  hope  it  may  be  esteemed  no  offence  to 
ask  whether  the  pecuniary  consideration  ten- 
dered would  not  be  of  more  value  to  the  States 
and  private  persons  concerned,  than  are  the  in- 
stitution, and  property  in  it.  in  the  present  as- 
pect of  affairs? 

While  it  is  true  that  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed resolution  would  be  merely  initiatory, 
and  not  within  itself  a  practical  measure,  it  is 
recommended  in  the  hope  that  it  would  soon 
lead  to  important  practical  results.  In  full 
view  of  my  great  responsibility  to  my  God  and 
to  my  country,  I  earnestly  beg  the  attention  of 
Congress  and  the  people  to  the  subject. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

March  6,  1862. 

IN  HOUSE. 
March  10 — Mr.  Roscoe  Conklino,  of  New 
York,  introduced    under  a  suspension    of  the 
rules,  which   was  carried— yeas  86,  nays   35, 
this  joint  resolution  : 

Resolved,  <£-c.,  That  the  United  States  ought  to  co-operate 
with  any  State  which  may  adopt  gradual  abolishment  of  sla- 
very, giving  to  such  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be  used  by  such 
State  in  itsdiscl-etion,  to  compensate  for  the  inconveniences, 
public  and  private,  produced  by  such  change  of  system. 

March  11 — The  resolution  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives —yeas  97,   nays  36,  as  fol- 
lows : 
YsA3 — Messrs.  Aldricb,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baker, 
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Baxter,  Bcaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair, 
Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blako,  William  G.  Brown,  Buffinton,  Camp- 
bell, ChamJierlain,  Clark,  Clemeutti,  f'o6h,  Colilix,  Frederick 
A.  Conk;iug,  RoscoB  Corikliug,  Conway,  Covoile,  Cutler, 
Da^is,  Delano,  Diven,  Duoll,  Buuu,  Edgertou,  Edwards,  Eliut, 
E\y,  FessierKlen,  Fisher,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin, 
Granger,  Gurley,  Haiijht,  Hale,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Hooper, 
Horton,  Hutchins,  .Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Wil- 
liam KellonLT.  Killinger,  Lansing,  Lehman,  Loomis,  Lovejoy, 
McKnigln,  McPherson,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Mor- 
rill, Justin  S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Olin,  Patton,  Timothy  G. 
Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  II. 
P.ice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Shanks,  tiheijidd, 
Shellal  larger.  Sloan,  Stratton,  B.  F.  Thomas,  Trimble,  Trow- 
bridge, Van  Yalkrnburgh,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace,  Charles 
AV.Waltoii.  E.  P.Walton.AVhaley,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.White, 
Wilson,  Wiiulom,  Worcester — 97. 

N.^TS — Messrs.  A  ncona, Joseph  Baily,  Biddle,  Calvert,  Oom- 
ing.  Cox,  Cravens,  Crisfietd,  Crittenden,  Dunlap,  English,  Gri- 
der,  Harding,  Joltnson,  K7iapp,  Law,  Leary,  Mallrrry,  MenHes, 
Morris,  Noble,  Norton,  Pendleton,  Perry.  Richardnon,  Robin- 
son, Sldel,  John  B.  Steele,  Francis  Thomas,  Vborhees.  Wads- 
worth,  Ward,  ChiltmA.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wood,  Woodruff— 56. 

April  2 — The  resolution  passed  the  Senate — 
yeas  32,  nays  10,  as  follows 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark, 
CoUamer,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fesseuden,  Fo(Jt,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  King, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sbwr- 
mnn,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  37(omso?i,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, Wiliey,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 32. 

Navs — yi(;!isTS.  Bay  ard,Carlile,  Kennedy, Latham,  Nesmith, 
Powell,  Saulsbury,  Stark,  Wilson,  of  Missouri,  Wright — 10. 

MEMOKANDUM  OF  AN  INTERVIEW  BETWEEN  THE 
PRESIDENT  AND  SOME  BORDER  SLAVE  STATE 
REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH  10,  1862,  BY  HON. 
J.    W.    CRISPIELD. 

•'  Dear  Sir  :  I  called,  at  the  request  of  the  President,  to 
ask  you  to  come  to  the  Wliite  House  to-morrow  morning, 
at  nine  o'clock,  and  bring  such  of  your  colleagues  as  ai'e  iu 
towa."  \ 

Washington,  March  10,  1862. 

Yesterday  on  my  return  from  church  I  found 
Mr.  Postmaster  General  Blair  in  my  room, 
writing  Hie  above  note,  which  he  immediately' 
suspended,  and  verbally  communicated  the 
President's  invitation ;  and  stated  that  the 
President's  purpose  was  to  have  some  conver- 
sation with  the  delegations  of  Kentucky,  Mis- 
souri, Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Delaware,  in 
explanation  of  his  message  of  the  6th  inst. 

This  morning  these  delegations,  or  such  of 
them  as  were  in  town,  assembled  at  the  White 
House  at  the  appointed  time,  and  after  some 
little  delay  were  admitted  to  an  audience.  Mr. 
Leary  and  myself  were  the  only  members  from 
Maryland  present,  and,  I  think,  were  the  only 
members  of  the  delegation  at  that  time  in  the 
city.  I  know  that  Mr.  Pearce,  of  the  Scna'.e. 
and  Messrs.  Webster  and  Calvert,  of  the  Hoube, 
were  absent. 

After  the  usual  salutations  and  we  were 
seated,  the  President  said,  in  substance,  that 
he  had  invited  us  to  meet  him  to  have  some 
conversation  with  us  in  explanation  of  his  mes- 
sage of  the  6th ;  that  since  he  had  sent  it  in 
several  of  the  gentlemen  then  present  had 
visited  him,  but  had  avoided  any  allusion  to 
the  message,  and  he  therefore  interred  that  the 
import  of  the  message  had  been  misunderstood, 
and  was  regarded  as  inimical  to  the  interests 
we  represented ;  and  he  had  resolved  he  would 
talk  with  us,  and  disabuse  our  minds  of  that 
erroneous  opinion. 

The  President  then  disclaimed  any  intent  to 
injure  the  interests  or  wound  the  sensibilities 
of  the  slave  States.     On  the  contrary,  his  pur- 


pose was  to  protect  the  one  and  respect  the 
other;  that  we  were  engaged  in  a  terrible, 
wasting,  and  tedious  war;  immense  armies 
were  in  the  field,  and  must  continue  in  the  field 
as  long  as  the  war  lasts;  that  these  armies 
must,  of  necessity,  be  brought  into  contact  with 
slaves  in  the  States  we  represented  and  in  other 
States  as  they  advanced ;  that  slaves  would 
come  to  the  camps  and  continual  irritation  was 
kept  up ;  that  he  was  constantly  annoyed  by 
conflicting  and  antagonistic  complaints  ;  on  the 
one  side,  a  certain  class  complained  if  the  slave 
was  not  protected  by  the  army ;  persons  were 
frequently  found  who,  participating  in  these 
views,  acted  in  a  way  unfriendly  to  the  slave- 
holder; on  the  other  hand,  slaveholders  com- 
plained that  their  rights  were  interfered  with, 
their  slaves  induced  to  abscond  and  protected 
within  the  lines  ;  these  complaints  were  numer- 
ous, loud,  and  deep;  were  a  serious  annoyance 
to  him  and  embarrassing  to  the  progress  of  the 
war ;  that  it  kept  alive  a  spirit  hostile  to  the 
Government  in  the  States  we  represented ; 
strengthened  the  hopes  of  the  confederates  that 
at  some  day  the  border  States  would  unite  with 
them,  and  thus  tend  to  prolong  the  war  ;  and 
he  was  of  opimon,  if  this  resolution  should  b« 
adopted  by  Congress  and  accepted  by  our  States, 
these  causes  of  irritation  and  these  hopes  would 
be  removed,  and  more  would  be  accomplished 
towards  shortening  the  war  than  could  be  hoped 
from  the  greatest  victory  achieved  by  Union 
armies  ;  that  he  made  this  proposition  in  good 
faith,  and  desired  it  to  be  accepted,  if  at  all, 
voluntarily,  and  in  the  same  patriotic  spirit  in 
which  it  was  made;  that  emancipation  was  a 
subject  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the 
States,  and  must  be  adopted  orrtjected  by  each 
for  itself;  that  he  did  not  claim  nor  had  this 
Government  any  right  to  coerce  them  for  that 
purpose ;  that  such  was  no  part  of  his  purpose 
in  making  this  proposition,  and  he  wished  it  tc 
be  clearly  understood  ;  that  he  did  not  expect 
us  there  to  he  prepared  to  give  him  an  answer, 
but  he  hoped  we  would  take  the  subject  into 
serious  consideration  ;  confer  with  one  another, 
and  then  take  such  course  as  we  felt  our  duty 
and  the  interests  of  our  constituents  required 
of  us. 

Mr.  N>ELL,  of  Missouri,  said  that  in  his 
State  slavery  was  not  considered  a  permanent 
institution;  that  natural  causes  were  there  ia 
operation  which  would,  at  no  distant  day,  ex- 
tinguish it,  and  he  did  not  think  that  this  prop- 
osition was  necessary  for  that ;  and,  besides 
that,  he  and  his  friends  felt  solicitous  as  to  the 
message  on  account  of  the  diiflerent  construc- 
tions which  the  resolution  and  message  had 
received.  The  Neto  York  Tribune  was  for  it, 
and  understood  it  to  mean  that  we  must  accept 
gradual  emancipation  according  to  the  plan 
suggested,  or  get  something  worse. 

The  President  replied,  he  must  not  be  ex- 
pected to  quarrel  with  the  New  York  Tribune 
before  the  right  time  ;  he  hoped  never  to  have 
to  do  it ;  he  would  not  anticipate  events.  In 
respect  to  emancipation  in  Missouri,  he  said 
that  what  had  been  observed  by  Mr.  Noell  was 
probably  true,  but  the  operation  of  these  nat- 
ural causes  had  not  prevented  the  irritating 
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conduct  to  which  he  had  referred,  or  destroyed 
the  hopes  of  the  Confederates  that  Missouri 
would  at  some  time  range  herself  alongside  of 
them,  which,  in  his  judgment,  the  passage  of 
this  resolution  by  Congress  and  its  acceptance 
by  Missouri  would  accomplish. 

Mr.  Crisfield,  of  Maryland,  asked  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  refusal  of  the  State 
to  accept  this  proposal,  and  desired  to  know  if 
the  President  looked  to  any  policy  beyond  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  this  scheme. 

The  President  replied  that  he  had  no  designs 
beyond  the  action  of  the  States  on  this  particu- 
lar subject.  He  should  lament  their  refusal  to 
accept  it,  but  he  had  no  designs  beyond  their 
refusal  of  it. 

Mr.  Menzies,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  if  the 
President  thought  there  was  any  power  except 
in  the  States  themselves  to  carry  out  his 
scheme  of  emancipation. 

The  President  replied,  he  thought  there 
could  not  be.  He  then  went  oft"  into  a  course 
of  remark  not  qualifying  the  foregoing  decla- 
ration nor  material  to  be  repeated  to  a  just  un- 
derstanding of  his  meaning. 

Mr.  Crisfield  said  he  did  not  think  the 
people  of  Maryland  looked  upon  slavery  as  a 
permanent  institution ;  and  he  did  not  know 
that  they  would  be  very  reluctant  to  give  it  up 
if  provision  was  made  to  meet  the  loss,  and 
they  could  be  rid  of  the  race  ;  but  they  did  not 
like  to  be  coerced  into  emancipation,  either  by 
the  direct  action  of  the  Government  or  by  indi- 
rection, as  through  the  emancipation  of  slaves 
in  this  District,  or  the  confiscation  of  southern 
property  as  now  threatened ;  and  he  thought 
before  they  would  consent  to  consider  this 
proposition  they  would  require  to  be  informed 
on  these  points. 

The  President  replied  that,  "  unless  he  was 
expelled  by  the  act  of  God  or  the  Confederate 
armies,  he  should  occupy  that  house  for  three 
years,  and  as  long  as  he  remained  there  Mary- 
land had  nothing  to  fear,  either  for  her  institu- 
tions or  her  interests,  on  the  points  referred  to." 

Mr.  Crisfield  immediately  added :  "  Mr. 
President,  if  what  you  now  say  could  be  heard 
by  the  people  of  Maryland  they  would  consider 
your  proposition  with  a  much  better  feeling 
than  I  fear  without  it  they  will  be  inclined  to 
do." 

The  President.  "That  (meaning  a  publi- 
cation of  what  he  said)  will  not  do  ;  it  would 
force  me  into  a  quarrel  before  the  proper  time ;" 
and,  again  intimating,  as  he  had  before  done, 
that  a  quarrel  with  the  "  Greeley  faction"  was 
impending,  he  said  "  he  did  not  wish  to  en- 
counter it  before  the  proper  time,  nor  at  all  if 
it  could  be  avoided." 

Governor  Wickliffe,  of  Ky.,  then  asked  him 
respecting  the  constitutionality  of  his  scheme. 

The  President  replied :  "  As  you  may  sup- 
pose, I  have  considered  that ;  and  the  proposi- 
tion now  submitted  does  not  encounter  any 
constitutional  difficulty.  It  proposes  simply  to 
co-operate  with  any  State  by  giving  such  State 
pecuniary  aid ;  and  he  thought  that  the  reso- 
lution, as  proposed  by  him,  would  be  consid- 
ered rather  as  the  expression  of  a  sentiment 
than  as  involving  any  constitutional  question." 


Mr.  Hall,  of  Mo.,  thought  that  if  this  pro- 
position was  adopted  at  all  it  should  be  by  the 
votes  of  the  tree  States,  and  come  as  a  propo- 
sition from  them  to  the  slave  States,  affording 
them  an  inducement  to  put  aside  this  subject 
of  discord ;  that  it  ought  not  to  be  expected 
that  members  representing  slaveholding  con- 
stituencies should  declare  at  once,  and  in  ad- 
vance of  any  proposition  to  them,  for  the 
emancipation  of  slavery. 

The  President  said  he  saw  and  felt  the  force 
of  the  objection ;  it  was  a  fearful  responsibility, 
and  every  gentleman  must  do  as  he  thought 
best;  that  iae  did  not  know  how  this  scheme 
was  received  by  the  members  from  the  free 
States  ;  some  of  them  had  spoken  to  him  and 
received  it  kindly  ;  but  for  the  most  part  they 
were  as  reserved  and  chary  as  we  had  been, 
and  he  could  not  tell  how  they  would  vote. 
And  in  reply  to  some  expression  of  Mr.  Hall 
as  to  his  own  opinion  regarding  slavery,  he 
said  he  did  not  pretend  to  disguise  his  anti- 
slavery  feeling;  that  he  thought  it  was  wrong 
and  should  continue  to  think  so;  but  that  waa 
not  the  question  we  had  to  deal  with  now. 
Slavery  existed,  and  that,  too,  as  well  by  the 
act  of  the  North  as  of  the  South  ;  and  in  any 
scheme  to  get  rid  of  it,  the  North,  as  well  as 
the  South,  was  morally  bound  to  do  its  full  and 
equal  share.  He  thought  the  institution  wrong, 
and  ought  never  to  have  existed ;  but  yet  he 
recognized  the  rights  of  property  which  had 
grown  out  of  it,  and  would  respect  those  rights 
as  fully  as  similar  rights  in  any  other  property  ; 
that  property  can  exist,  and  does  legally  exist. 
He  thought  such  a  law  wrong,  but  the  rights 
of  property  resulting  must  be  respected ;  he 
would  get  rid  of  the  odious  law,  not  by  violat- 
ing the  right,  but  by  encouraging  the  proposi- 
tion and  offei-ing  inducements  to  give  it  up. 

Here  the  interview,  so  far  as  this  subject  is 
concerned,  terminated  by  Mr.  Crittenden's 
assuring  the  President  that,  whatever  might 
be  our  final  action,  we  all  thought  him  solely 
moved  by  a  high  patriotism  and  sincere  devo- 
tion to  the  happiness  and  gloi-y  of  his  country  ; 
and  with  that  conviction  we  should  consider 
respectfully  the  important  suggestions  he  had 
made. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  current  war 
news,  we  retired,  and  I  immediately  proceeded 
to  my  room  and  wrote  out  this  paper. 

J.  W.  CEISFIELD. 

We  were  present  at  the  interview  described 
in  the  foregoing  paper  of  Mr.  Crisfield,  and 
we  certify  that  the  substance  of  what  passed 
on  the  occasion  is  in  this  paper  faithfully  and  • 

fully  given. 

J.  W.  MENZIES, 
J.  J.  CRITTENDEN, 
R.  MALLORY. 
March  10,  1862. 

compensated  emancipation  in  the  district  op 
columbia. 

April  16 — A  bill  was  passed  liberating  all 
persons  of  African  descent  held  to  service  or 
labor  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  pro- 
hibiting slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  in  the 
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District  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime.  It 
provided  for  a  commission  to  appraise  the  val- 
uation of  the  slaves  liberated,  but  limited  their 
allowance  in  the  aggregate  to  an  amount  equal 
to  $300  per  slave  ;  and  appropriated  ^1,000,000 
to  pay  loyal  owners,  and  $100,000  to  colonize 
such  of  the  slaves  as  desired  to  emigrate  to 
Hayti  or  Liberia,  this  expenditure  not  to  ex- 
ceed $100  for  each  person  emigrating.* 


*  Pending  the  civil  appropriation  bill  in  the  Senate  and 
House,  June  25  and  29.  18(34,  a  section  was  adopted  without 
a  division,  repealing  this  section,  and  also  that  part  of  the 
first  section  of  the  civil  appropriation  bill  of  July  16,  1802, 
which  appropriated  3500,000  to  colonize  emancipated  slaves 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  repaid  to  the  Treasury  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  confisca,ted  property. 

This  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  March  7, 
1864,  to  the  President,  gives  a  statement  of  tlie  results  of  the 
experiment : 

Dr.P.UlTDIENT  OF  THE  INTEMOR, 

■Washington,  D.  C,  March  7, 1S64. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  letter  of 
Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Wade,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Territories  in  the  Senate,  requesting  to  bo  informed  how 
much  of  the  fund  appropriated  by  th^  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress for  colonization  purposes  has  been  p;iid  out,  for  what 
purpose,  and  to  whom,  which  you  referred  to  this  Depart- 
ment for  report,  and  to  state  that  as  the  accounts  of  all  the 
persons  to  whom  money  was  advanced  for  colonization  pur- 
poses have  not  yet  been  finally  settled  at  the  Treasury,  I 
ani  not  able,  at  the  present  time,  to  state  the  exact  amount 
actiially  expended.  The  total  amount  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  up  to  the  present  time,  however,  is  S.33,226  97. 

It  was  jiiud  or  advanced  to  the  following  named  persons, 
and  for  the  objects  herein  stated : 
Amount  paid  to  John  D.  Defrees,  Superintendent 
of  Public  Printing,  for  binding  in  paper  5,000 

copies -White  and  African  Races" |127  50 

Amount  paid  Green  &  Williams  for  six  cane-seat 

chairs _ 12  00 

Amount  advanced  Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  special 

agent  lor  colonization  in  Central  America 25,000  00 

Amount  paid  Watt  J.  Smith  for  traveling  ex- 
penses to  New  York  and  back 52  40 

Amount  paid  John  P.  Usher  for  traveling  ex- 
penses to  Js'ew  York  and  back,  and  for  advance 
made  to  agent  sent  to  the  East  to  obtain  in- 
formation in  relation  to  colonization 152  40 

Amount  i)aid  James  Mitchel,  for  clerical  services 
of  W.  15.  Smith  and  Thomas  It.  Smith;  for  ser- 
vices of  Rev.  A.  Bemar,  (colored  minister;)  and 
for  advance  to  J.  E.  Williams,  (colored,)  agent 

of  A.  W.  Thompson 112  00 

Amount  advanced  Rev.  R.  R.Gurley,  correspond- 
ing secretary  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety, to  aid  the  Rev.  Chancey  Leonard,  pastor 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Wiishingtoa  city, 
in  visiting  Liberia,  with  reference  to  the  estab- 

ment  of  a  colony  on  the  St.  Johns  river 200  00 

Amount  paid  Augustus  A.  Smith,  as  clerk IS  33 

Amount  paid  J.  Slitchell,  for  office  furniture,  and 

for  services  of  J.  W.  Menard,  in  emigration  ollice  60  00 

Amount  paid  J.  W.  Menard,  for  services  as  clerk 

in  emigration  office 50  00 

Amount  paid  Aug.  A.  Smith,  for  services  as  clerk        100  00 
Amount  paid  J.  W.  Fitzhugh,  for  furniture  lor 

emigration  office 326  15 

Amount  paid  James  Mitchell  to  31st  December, 

1863,  as  agent  of  emigration 2,838  46 

Amount  advanced  to  D.  C.  Donnohue,  to  defray 

his  expenses  its  special  agent  to  He  k  Vache....        300  00 
Amount  paid  Cronin,  Ilurxthal  &  Sears,  for  cloth- 
ing pmchased  and  sent  to  colonists  at  Ho  h. 

Vacho 900  00 

Amount  paid  to  Ilurxthal  &  Barnuni,  for  clothing 

purchased  and  sent  to  colonists  at  He  k  Vache.  .1,786  33 
Amount  paid  American  Colonization  Society,  for 

passage  engaged  for  J.  W.  Menard  to  Liberia  ..  95  00 
Amount  p:iid  American  Colonization  Society,  for 
passage,  i-c,  to  Liberia  of  three  colored  emi- 
grants from  the  District  of  Columbia 285  00 

Amount  paid  Wilson  k  Cammann,  for  draft  of 

D.  C.  Donnohue,  special  agent 750  00 

Amount  paid  Uallet  Kilbourn,  for  traveling  ex- 
penses to  New  York  as  special  agent  to  pur- 
chase clothing  for  the  rehef  of  the  colonists  at 
Dei  Vache 61  40 


Making  in  all.. 
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April  3 — The  bill  passed  the  Senate — yeas 
29,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indi- 
ana, Lane  of  Kansas,  Jlorrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  WiUiiot,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts — 29. 

Nay.t — Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Henderson,  Kertr 
■neA'i,  Lathum,  NcDouf)ail,  Nc>inith,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Stark, 
Willey,  yVilson  of  Missouri,  Wright — 14. 

April  11 — It  passed  the  House — yeas  92,  nays 
39,  as  follows  : 

Ye.vs— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel 
S.  Blair,  Blake,  George  II.  Browne,  Buffinton,  Campbell, 
Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe 
Conkling,  Covode,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  Duell,  Dunn, 
Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  English,  Fenton,  Fessenden, 
Fisher,  Franchct,  Frank,  Goocli,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Haig/d. 
Hale,  Hanchett,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Hooper,  Hutchins, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kilhnger,  Lansing, 
Loomis,  Lovcjoy,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Jlitcholl,  Moor- 
head,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  0(W/,  Olin. 
Patton,  Pike,  Porter,  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H. 
Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  K.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks, 
Slieffielcl,  Shellabarger,  Sloan,  SpauhUng,  Stevens.  Stratton, 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Train,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Verree,  Wallace,  E.  P,  VValton,  Washburue, 
Wieeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom — 92. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Joseph  Baily,  Biddle,  Jacob  B.  Blair; 
William  G.  Browu,  Casey,  Crittenden,  Delaplaine,  Dunlap, 
Grider,  Hall,  Hurding,  Holmun,  Johnson,  Knopp,  Law,  La- 
zear,  ilallory,  Mcnzies,  Morris,  jS'nhle,  Nortrm,  Niigen,  Pen- 
dleton, Perry,  Price,  James  S.  Rollins,  Slii'-l,  jolm  B.  Steel-e, 
William  G.  Steele,  Francis  Thomas,  Vallandigham,  Voor- 
hees,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wright 
—39. 

April  16 — The  Presipent  sent  to  Congress 
this  message : 

Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives : 

The  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  release  of 
certain  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  has  this  day  been  ap- 
proved and  signed. 

I  have  never  doubted  the  constitutioHal  au- 
thority of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District ;  and  1  have  ever  desired  to  seg  the  na- 
tional capital  freed  from  the  institution  in  some 
satisfactory  way.  Hence  there  has  never  been 
in  my  mind  any  question  upon  the  subject  ex- 
cept the  one  of  expediency,  arising  in  view  of 
all  the  circumstances.  If  there  be  matters 
within  and  about  this  act  which  might  have 
taken  a  course  or  shape  more  satisfactory  to  my 
judgment,  I  do  not  attempt  to  specify  them.  I 
am  gratified  that  the  two  principles  of  compen- 
sation and  colonization  are  both  recognized  and 
practically  applied  in  the  act.  In  the  matter 
of  compensation,  it  is  provided  that  claims  may 
be  presented  within  ninety  days  from  the  pass- 
age of  the  act,  ''  but  >aot  thereafter  ;"  and  there 


It  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  the  claim  of  Messrs. 
Fi-ibcs  &  Tuckerman,  for  transporting  a  number  of  emi- 
grants to  He  it  Vache,  is  not  yet  liquidated,  and  that  the 
colonization  fund  is  also  liable  for  theexpenses  which  have 
been  incurred  by  the  special  agent  sent  by  the  Government 
to  He  !l  Vache  to  look  into  and  report  upon  the  condition 
of  the  colonists  ther«.  The  agent  has  not  yet  returned, 
and  consequently  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  cannot 
now  be  ascertained.  It  is  also  liable  for  theexpenses  of 
the  vessel  sent  out  to  retuiu  the  colonists  to  the  United 
States. 

IN  HOUSE. 

April  5 ,  1864— Mr.  Co$  asked  leave  to  offer  this  resolntion, 
but  it  was  objected  to: 

Resoleed,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  commnnicate  to 
this  House  all  correspondence  between  our  consul  at  Aux 
Cayes  and  the  State  Department  in  regard  to  our  colony 
of  blacks  at  the  Isle  il  Vache. 
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IS  no  saving  for  minors,  femmes  covert,  insane,  or 
aosent  persons.  I  presume  this  is  an  omission 
by  mere  oversight,  and  I  recommend  that  it  be 
supplied  by  an  amendatory  or  supplemental  act. 
ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
An  amendatory  bill,  meeting  the  President's 
suggestions,  was  passed  in  the  House — yeas 
69,  nays  36 ;  and  in  the  Senate — yeas  28,  nays 
6,  and  approved  by  him. 

COMPEKSATED  EMANCIPATION  IN  THE  BORDER 

STATES. 

IN   HOUSE. 

1862,  April  7 — Mr.  Albert  S.  White,  of  In- 
diana, offered  a  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  select  committee  of  nine  members,  to  re- 
port whether  any  plan  can  be  proposed  and 
recommended  for  the  gradual  emancipation  of 
all  the  African  slaves,  and  the  extinction  of 
slavery  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  Missouri,  by  the  people 
or  local  authorities  thereof,  and  how  far  and 
in  what  way  the  Government  of  the  United 
■  States  can  and  ought  equitably  to  aid  in  facili- 
tating either  of  the  above  objects. 

Mr.  Maelort  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table, which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  51,  nays 
68;  and  the  resolution  was  adopted — yeas  67, 
nays  52,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alloy,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baker, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  i'railcis  P.  Blair,  Blake,  Buflin- 
ton,  Campbell,  Chamberlain, Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick  A. 
Conkling,  Davis,  Dawes,  Duell,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Fenton, 
Fessenden,  Gurley,  Hanchett,  Hickman,  Ilutchins,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Looniis,  Lovojoy,  Mc- 
Knight,  BIcPherson,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S. 
Morrill,  Nixon,  Olin,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Potter,  Alexander  II. 
Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent, 
Shanks,  Sheffield,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan,  Stevens, 
Stratton,  Train,  Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenbiirgh,  Verree,  Wal- 
lace, Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Washbume, 
Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom — 67. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen,  Biddie,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  George  H. 
Browne,  William  G.  Brown,  Calvert,  Casey,  Cobh,  Corning, 
Oof,  Cravens,  Crittenden,  Delano,  Delaplainc,  Diven,  JJunlap, 
English,  Fisher,  Grider,Haight,Sardi>tg,lia.Tnson,  Horton, 
Kerrigan,  Knajjp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  Mallory, 
Menzies,  Mitchell,  Noble,  Noell,  Norton,  Nngen,  Pendletmi, 
Perry,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Price,  Richardson,  Shiel,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steek,  William  G.  Steele,  Vallundigham,  Voorhees, 
Wadsworth,  TFarrf,  Webster,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wickliffe — 52. 

April  14 — The  Speaker  appointed  the  com- 
mittee as  follows  :  Albert  S.  White  of  Indiana, 
Francis  P.  Blair  of  Missouri,  George  P.  Fisher 
of  Delaware,  William  E.  Lehvian  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, C.  L.  L.  Leary  of  Maryland,  K  V.  Wha- 
ley  of  Virginia,  James  F.  Wilson  of  Iowa, 
Samuel  L.  Casey  of  Kentucky,  and  Andrew  J. 
Clements  of  Tennessee. 

In  July,  1862,  the  President  requested  and 
obtained  an  interview  with  the  border  State 
Congressmen,  the  result  of  which  is  contained 
in  this  statement : 

THE   president's   APPEAL    TO   THE    BORDER 
STATES. 

The  Representatives  and  Senators  of  the  bor- 
der oiaveholding  States  having,  by  special  in- 
vitation of  the  President,  been  convened  at  the 
Executive  Mansion,  on  Saturday  morning  last, 
(July  12,)  Mr.  Lincoln  addressed  them  as  fol- 
lows from  a  written  paper  held  in  his  hand: 

•♦  Gentlemen:  After  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, now  near,  I  shall  have  no  opportunity 
of  seeing  you  for  several  months.     Believing 


ttat  you  of  the  border  States  bold  more  power 
for  good  than  any  other  equal  number  of  mem- 
bers, 1  feel  it  a  duty  which  I  cannot  justifiably 
waive,  to  make  this  appeal  to  you. 

"I  intend  no  reproach  or  complaint  when  I 
assure  you  that,  in  my  opinion,  if  you  all  had 
voted  for  the  resolution  in  the  gradual  emanci- 
pation message  of  last  March,  the  war  would 
now  be  substantially  ended.  And  the  plan 
therein  proposed  is  yet  one  of  the  most  potent 
and  swift  means  of  ending  it.  Let  the  States 
which  are  in  rebellion  see  definitely  and  cer- 
tainly that  in  no  event  will  the  States  you  rep- 
resent ever  join  their  proposed  Confederacy, 
and  they  cannot  much  longer  maintain  the  con- 
test. But  you  cannot  divest  them  of  their  hope 
to  ultimately  have  you  with  them  so  long  as 
you  show  a  determination  to  perpetuate  the 
institution  within  your  own  States.  Beat  them 
at  elections,  as  you  have  overwhelmingly  done, 
and,  nothing  daunted,  they  still  claim  you  aa 
their  own.  You  and  I  know  what  the  lever  of 
their  power  is.  Break  that  lever  before  their 
faces,  and  they  can  shake  you  no  more  forever. 

"  Most  of  you  have  treated  me  with  kind- 
ness and  consideration,  and  I  trust  you  will 
not  now  think  I  improperly  touch  what  is  ex- 
clusively your  own,  when,  for  the  sake  of  the 
whole  country,  I  ask,  '  Can  you,  for  your 
States,  do  better  than  to  take  the  course  I 
urge  V  Discarding  punctilio  and  maxims 
adapted  to  more  manageable  times,  and  look- 
ing only  to  the  unprecedentedly  stern  facts  of 
our  case,  can  you  do  better  in  any  possible 
event  ?  You  prefer  that  the  constitutional  re- 
lations of  the  States  to  the  nation  shall  be 
practically  restored  without  disturbance  of  the 
institution  ;  and,  if  this  were  done,  my  whole 
duty,  in  this  respect,  under  the  Constitution 
and  my  oath  of  office,  would  be  performed.  But 
it  is  not  done,  and  we  are  trying  to  accomplish 
it  by  war.  The  incidents  of  the  war  cannot  be 
avoided.  If  the  war  continues  long,  as  it  must, 
if  the  object  be  not  sooner  attained,  the  insti- 
tution in  your  States  will  be  extinguished  by 
mere  friction  and  abrasion — by  the  mere  inci- 
dents of  the  war.  It  will  be  gone,  and  you  will 
have  nothing  valuable  in  lieu  of  it.  Much  of 
its  value  is  gone  already.  How  much  better 
for  you  and  for  your  people  to  take  the  step 
which  at  once  shortens  the  war  and  secures 
substantial  compensation  for  that  which  is 
sure  to  be  wholly  lost  in  any  other  event ! 
How  much  better  to  thus  save  the  money  which 
else  we  sink  forever  in  the  war !  How  much 
better  to  do  it  while  we  can,  lest  the  war  ere 
long  render  us  pecuniarily  unable  to  do  it ! 
How  much  better  for  you,  as  seller,  and  the 
nation,  as  buyer,  to  sell  out  and  buy  out  that 
without  which  the  war  could  never  have  been, 
than  to  sink  both  the  thing  to  be  sold  and  the 
price  of  it  in  cutting  one  another's  throats  ! 

"  I  do  not  speak  of  emancipation  at  once,  but 
ot  a,  decision  at  once  to  emancipate  ^rarfwaZ/y. 
Room  in  South  America  for  colonization  can  be 
obtained  cheaply  and  in  abundance,  and  when 
numbers  shall  be  large  enough  to  be  company 
and  encouragement  for  one  another,  the  freed 
people  will  not  be  so  reluctant  to  go. 

"  I  am  pressed  with  a  difficulty  not  yet  men- 
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tioned,  one  which  threatens  division  among 
those  who,  united,  are  none  too  strong.  An  in- 
stance of  it  is  known  to  you.  Genei'al  Hunter 
is  an  honest  man.  He  was,  and  I  hope  still  is, 
my  friend.  I  valued  him  none  the  less  for  his 
agreeing  with  me  in  the  general  wish  that  all 
men  everywhere  could  be  freed.  He  proclaimed 
all  men  free  within  certain  States,  and  I  repu- 
diated the  proclamation.  He  expected  more 
good  and  less  harm  from  the  measure  than  I 
could  believe  would  follow.  Yet,  in  repudiat- 
ing it,  I  gave  dissatisfaction,  if  not  oifence,  to 
many  whose  support  the  country  cannot  aiford 
to  lose.  And  this  is  not  the  end  of  it.  The 
pressure  in  this  direction  is  still  upon  me,  and 
is  increasing.  By  conceding  what  I  now  ask 
you  can  relieve  me,  and,  much  more,  can  relieve 
the  country  in  this  important  point. 

"  Upon  these  considerations  I  have  again 
begged  your  attention  to  the  message  of  March 
last.  Before  leaving  the  Capitol,  consider  and 
discuss  it  among  yourselves.  You  are  patriots 
and  statesmen,  and  as  such  I  pray  you  consider 
this  proposition ;  and  at  the  least  commend  it 
to  the  consideration  of  your  States  and  people. 
As  you  would  perpetuate  popular  government 
for  the  best  people  in  the  world,  I  beseech  you 
that  you  do  in  nowise  omit  this.  Our  common 
country  is  in  great  peril,  demanding  the  loftiest 
views  and  boldest  action  to  bring  a  speedy  re- 
lief. Once  relieved,  its  form  of  government  is 
saved  to  the  world,  its  beloved  history  and 
cherished  memories  are  vindicated,  and  its 
happy  future  fully  assured  and  rendered  incon- 
ceivably grand.  To  you,  more  than  to  any 
others,  the  privilege  is  given  to  assure  that 
happiness  and  swell  that  grandeur,  and  to  link 
your  own  names  therewith  forever." 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  remarks  some 
conversation  was  had  between  the  President 
and  several  members  of  the  delegations  from 
the  border  States,  in  which  it  was  represented 
that  these  States  could  not  be  expected  to  move 
in  so  great  a  matter  as  that  brought  to  their 
notice  in  the  foregoing  address  while  as  yet 
the  Congress  had  taken  no  step  beyond  the 
passage  of  a  resolution,  expressive  rather  of  a 
sentiment  than  presenting  a  substantial  and 
reliable  basis  of  ac:ion. 

The  President  acknowledged  the  force  of 
this  view,  and  admitted  that  the  border  States 
were  entitled  to  expect  a  substantial  pledge  of 
pecuniary  aid  as  the  condition  of  taking  into 
consideration  a  proposition  so  important  in  its 
relations  to  their  social  system. 

It  was  further  represented,  in  the  conference, 
that  the  people  of  the  border  States  were  in- 
terested in  knowing  the  great  importance 
which  the  President  attached  to  the  policy  in 
question,  while  it  was  equally  due  to  the 
country,  to  the  President,  and  to  themselves, 
that  the  representatives  of  the  border  slave- 
holding  States  should  publicly  announce  the 
motives  under  which  they  were  called  to  act, 
and  the  considerations  of  public  policy  urged 
upon  them  and  their  constituents  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

With  a  view  to  such  a  statement  of  their 
position,  the  members  thus  addressed  mot  in 
council  to  deliberate  on  the  reply  they  should 


make  to  the  President,  and,  as  the  result  of  a 
comparison  of  opinions  among  themselves, 
they  determined  upon  the  adoption  of  a  major- 
ity and  minority  answer. 

REPLT  OF  THE  MAJOEITT. 

The  following  paper  was  yesterday  sent  to 
the  President,  signed  by  the  majority  of  the 
Representatives  from  the  border  slaveholding 
States : — 

Washington,  July  14,  1862. 
To  the  President  : 

The  undersigned,  Piepresentatives  of  Ken- 
tucky, Virginia,  Missouri,  and  Maryland,  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  have  listened  to  your 
address  with  the  profound  sensibility  naturally 
inspired  by  the  high  source* from  which  it  ema- 
nates, the  earnestness  which  marked  its  deliv- 
ery, and  the  overwhelming  importance  of  the 
subject  of  which  it  treats.  We  have  given  it  a 
most  respectful  consideration,  and  now  lay  be- 
fore you  our  response.  AVe  regret  that  want 
of  time  has  not  permitted  us  to  make  it  more 
perfect. 

We  have  not  been  wanting,  Mr.  President,  in 
respect  to  you,  and  in  devotion  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union.  We  have  not  been  indif- 
ferent to  the  great  difficulties  surrounding  you, 
compared  with  which  all  former  national 
troubles  have  been  but  as  the  summer  cloud; 
and  we  have  freely  given  you  our  sympathy 
and  support.  Repudiating  the  dangerous  here- 
sies of  the  secessionists,  we  believed,  with  you, 
that  the  war  on  their  part  is  agressive  and 
wicked,  and  the  objects  for  which  it  was  to  be 
prosecuted  on  ours,  defined  by  your  message  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  Congress,  to  be  such 
as  all  good  men  should  approve.  W^e  have  not 
hesitated  to  vote  all  supplies  necessary  to  carry 
it  on  vigorously.  We  have  voted  all  the  men 
and  money  you  have  asked  for,  and  even  more  ; 
we  have  imposed  onerous  taxes  on  our  people, 
and  they  are  paying  them  with  cheerfulness  and 
alacrity;  we  have  encouraged  enlistments  and 
sent  to  the  field  many  of  our  best  men ;  and 
some  of  our  number  have  offered  their  persons 
to  the  enemy  as  pledges  of  their  sincerity  and 
devotion  to  the  country. 

We  have  done  all  this  under  the  most  dis- 
couraging circumstances,  and  in  the  face  of 
measures  most  distasteful  to  us  and  injurioua 
to  the  interests  we  represent,  and  in  the  hear- 
ing of  doctrines  avowed  by  those  who  claim 
to  be  your  friends,  must  be  abhorrent  to  U3 
and  our  constituents.  But,  for  all  this,  we 
have  never  faltered,  nor  shall  we  as  long  as 
we  have  a  Constitution  to  defend  and  a  Gov- 
ernment which  protects  us.  And  we  are 
ready  for  renewed  efforts,  and  even  greater 
sacrifices,  yea,  any  sacrifice,  when  we  are  satis- 
fied it  is  required  to  preserve  our  admirable 
form  of  government  and  the  priceless  blessings 
of  constitutional  liberty. 

A  few  of  our  number  voted  for  the  resolu- 
tion recommended  by  your  message  of  the  Gth 
of  March  last,  the  greater  portion  of  us  did  not, 
and  we  will  briefly  state  the  prominent  reasons 
which  influenced  our  action. 

In  the  first  place,  it  proposed  a  radical 
change  of  our  social  system,  and  was  hurried 
through  both  Houses  with  undue  haste,  with- 
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out  reasonable  time  for  consideration  and  de- 
bate, and  with  no  time  at  all  for  consulta- 
tion with  our  constituents,  whose  interests  it 
deeply  involved  It  seemed  like  an  interfer- 
ence by  this  Government  with  a  question 
which  peculiarly  and  exclusively  belonged  to 
our  respective  States,  on  which  thej'  had  not 
sought  advice  or  solicited  aid.  Many  of  us 
doubted  the  constitutional  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  make  appropriations  of  money  for 
the  object  designated,  and  all  of  us  thought 
our  finances  were  in  no  condition  to  bear  the 
immense  outlay  which  its  adoption  and  faith- 
ful execulion  would  impose  upon  the  national 
Treasury.  If  we  pause  but  a  moment  to  think 
of  the  debt  its  acceptance  would  have  entailed, 
we  ai"e  appalled  by  its  magnitude.  The  propo- 
sition was  addressed  to  all  the  States,  and  em- 
braced the  whole  number  of  slaves. 

According  to  the  census  of  1860  there  were 
then  nearly  four  million  slaves  in  the  country  ; 
from  natural  increase  they  exceed  that  number 
now.  At  even  the  low  average  of  §300,  the 
price  fixed  by  the  emancipation  act  for  the 
slaves  of  this  District,  and  greatly  below  their 
real  worth,  their  value  runs  up  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  $1,200,000,000  ;  and  if  to  that  we  add 
the  cost  of  deportation  and  colonization,  at  §100 
each,  which  is  but  a  fraction  more  than  is  ac- 
tually paid  by  the  Maryland  Colonization  So- 
ciety, we  have  $400,000,000  more.  We  were 
not  willing  to  impose  a  tax  on  our  people  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  interest  on  that  sum,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  vast  and  daily  increasing  debt 
already  fixed  upon  them  by  the  exigencies  of 
the  war,  and  if  we  had  been  willing,  the  coun- 
try could  not  bear  it.  Stated  in  this  form  the 
proposition  is  nothing  less  than  the  deportation 
from  the  country  of  $1,600,000,000  worth  of  pro- 
ducing labor,  and  the  substitution  in  its  place 
of  an  interest-bearing  debt  of  the  same  amount. 

But,  if  we  are  told  that  it  was  expected  that 
only  the  States  we  represent  would  accept  the 
proposition,  we  respectfully  submit  that  even 
then  it  involves  a  sum  too  great  for  the  finan- 
cial ability  of  this  Government  at  this  time. 
According  to  the  census  of  18G0 — 

Slaves. 

Kentucky  had 225,490 

Maryland 87,188 

Virginia 490.887 

Delaware 1,798 

.Missouri 114.965 

'Tennessee 1-75,784 

Making  in  the  whole 1,196,112 

At  the  same  rate   of  yaluation  these  would 

amount  to $358,933,500 

Add  for  deportation  and  colonization  $100  each..  118,244,5o3 

And  we  have  the  enormous  sum  of. $47>,038,133 

We  did  not  feel  that  we  should  be  justified 
iti  voting  for  a  measure  which,  if  carried  out, 
would  add  this  vast  amount  to  our  public  debt 
at  a  moment  when  the  Treasury  was  reeling 
under  the  enormous  expenditure  of  the  war. 

Again,  it  seemed  to  us  that  this  resolution 
was  but  the  annunciation  of  a  sentiment  which 
could  not  or  was  not  likely  to  be  reduced  to  an 
actual  tangible  proposition.  No  movement 
was  then  made  to  provide  and  appropriate  the 
funds  required  to  carry  it  info  effect;  and  we 
were    not  encouraged  to  believe  that  funds 


would  be  provided.  And  our  belief  has  been  fully 
justified  by  subsequent  events.  Not  to  mention 
other  circumstances,  it  is  quite  sufiicient  for  our 
purpose  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  fact  that, 
while  this  resolution  was  under  consideration 
in  the  Senate,  our  colleague,  the  Sci'ator  from 
Kentucky,  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$500,000  to  the  object  therein  designated,  and 
it  was  vot  ed  do wn  with  great  unanimity.  What 
confidence,  then,  could  we  reasonably  feel  that 
if  we  committed  ourselves  to  the  policy  it  pro- 
posed, our  constituents  would  reap  the  fruits  of 
the  promise  held  out ;  and  on  what  ground 
could  we,  as  fair  men,  approach  them  and  chal- 
lenge their  support? 

The  right  to  hold  slaves  is  a  right  apper- 
taining to  all  the  States  of  this  Union.  They 
have  the  right  to  cherish  or  abolish  the  insti- 
tution, as  their  tastes  or  their  interests  may 
prompt,  and  no  one  is  authorized  to  question 
the  right  or  limit  the  enjoyment.  And  no  one 
has  more  clearly  affirmed  that  right  than  you 
have.  Your  inaugural  address  does  you  great 
honor  in  this  respect,  and  inspired  the  country 
with  confidence  in  your  fairness  and  respect  for 
the  law.  Our  States  are  in  the  enjoyment  of 
that  right.  We  do  not  feel  called  on  to  defend 
the  institution  or  to  affirm  it  is  one  which 
ought  to  be  cherished ;  perhaps,  if  we  were  to 
make  the  attempt,  we  might  find  that  we  differ 
even  among  ourselves.  It  is  enough  for  our 
purpose  to  know  that  it  is  a  right ;  and,  so 
knowing,  we  did  not  see  why  we  should  now 
be  expected  to  yield  it.  We  had  contributed 
our  full  share  to  relieve  the  country  at  this  ter- 
rible crisis;  we  had  done  as  much  as  had  been 
required  of  others  in  like  circumstances;  and 
we  did  not  see  why  sacrifices  should  be  expected 
of  us  from  which  others,  no  more  loyal,  were 
exempt.  Nor  could  we  see  what  good  the  na- 
tion would  derive  from  it. 

Such  a  sacrifice  submitted  to  by  us  would 
not  have  strengthened  the  arm  of  this  Govern- 
ment or  weakened  that  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
not  necessary  as  a  pledge  of  our  loyalty,  for 
that  had  been  manifested  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt,  in  every  form,  and  at  every  place  pos- 
sible. There  was  not  the  remotest  probability 
that  the  States  we  represent  would  join  in  the 
rebellion,  nor  is  there  now,  or  of  their  electing 
to  go  with  the  southern  section  in  the  event  of 
a  recognition  of  the  independence  of  any  part 
of  the  disaffected  region.  Our  States  are  fixed 
unalterably  in  their  resolution  to  adhere  to  and 
support  the  Union.  They  see  no  safety  for 
themselves,  and  no  hope  for  constitutional  lib- 
erty but  by  its  preservation.  They  will,  under 
no  circumstances,  consent  to  its  dissolution ;  and 
we  do  them  no  more  than  justice  when  we  as- 
sure you  that,  while  the  war  is  conducted  to 
prevent  that  deplorable  catastrophe,  they  will 
sustain  it  as  long  as  they  can  muster  a  man  or 
command  a  dollar.  Nor  will  they  ever  consent, 
in  any  event,  to  unite  with  fhe  Southern  Con- 
federacy. The  bitter  fruits  of  the  peculiar 
doctrines  of  that  region  will  forever  prevent 
them  from  placing  their  security  and  happiness 
in  the  custody  of  an  association  which  has  in- 
corporated in  its  organic  law  the  seeds  of  its 
own  destruction. 
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We  cannot  admit,  Mr.  President,  that,  if  we 
had  voted  for  the  resolution  in  the  emancipa- 
tion message  of  March  last,  the  war  would  now 
be  substantially  ended.  We  are  unable  to  see 
how  our  action  in  this  particular  has  given,  or 
could  give,  encouragement  to  the  rebellion. 
The  resolution  has  passed  ;  and,  if  there  be 
virtue  in  it,  it  will  be  quite  as  efficacious  as  if 
we  had  voted  for  it.  We  have  no  power  to 
bind  our  States  in  this  respect  by  our  votes 
here ;  and,  whether  we  had  voted  the  one  way 
or  the  other,  they  are  in  the  same  condition  of 
freedom  to  accept  or  reject  its  provisions.  No, 
sir,  the  war  has  not  been  prolonged  or  hindered 
by  our  action  on  this  or  any  other  measure. 
We  must  look  for  other  causes  for  that  lamented 
fact.  We  think  there  is  not  much  difiSculty, 
not  much  uncertainty,  in  pointing  out  others 
far  more  probable  and  potent  in  their  agencies 
to  that  end. 

The  rebellion  derives  its  strength  from  the 
union  of  all  classes  in  the  insurgent  States ; 
and  while  that  union  lasts  the  war  will  never 
end  until  they  are  utterly  exhausted.  We  know 
that  at  the  inception  of  these  troubles  southern 
society  was  divided,  and  that  a  large  portion, 
perhaps  a  majority,  were  opposed  to  secession. 
Now  the  great  mass  of  southern  people  are 
united.  To  discover  why  they  are  so  we  must 
glance  at  southern  society,  and  notice  the 
classes  into  which  it  has  been  divided,  and 
which  still  distinguish  it.  They  are  in  arms, 
but  not  for  the  same  objects;  they  are  moved 
to  a  common  end,  but  by  different  and  even 
inconsistent  reasons.  The  leaders,  which  com- 
prehends what  was  previously  known  as  the 
State-rights  party,  and  is  much  the  lesser  class, 
seek  to  break  down  national  independence  and 
set  up  State  domination.  With  them  it  is  a 
war  against  nationality.  The  other  class  is 
fighting,  as  it  supposes,  to  maintain  and  pre- 
serve its  rights  of  property  and  domestic  safety, 
which  it  has  been  made  to  believe  are  assailed 
by  this  Government.  This  latter  class  are  not 
disunionists  per  se  ;  they  are  so  only  because 
they  have  been  made  to  believe  that  this  Ad- 
ministration is  inimical  to  their  riglits,  and  is 
making  war  on  their  domestic  institution.  As 
long  as  these  two  classes  act  together  they  will 
never  assent  to  a  peace. 

The  policy,  then,  to  be  pursued,  is  obvious. 
The  former  class  will  never  be  reconciled,  but 
the  latter  may  be.  Remove  their  apprehen- 
sions ;  satisfy  them  that  no  harm  is  intended  to 
them  and  their  institutions  ;  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  not  making  war  on  their  rights  of 
property,  but  is  simply  defending  its  legitimate 
authority,  and  they  will  gladly  return  to  their 
allegiance  as  soon  as  the  pressure  of  military 
dominion  imposed  by  the  Confederate  authority 
is  removed  from  them. 

Twelve  months  ago  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
adopting  the  spirit  of  your  message,  then  but 
recently  sent  in,  declared  with  singular  una- 
nimity the  objects  of  the  war,  and  the  country 
instantly  bounded  to  your  side  to  assist  you  in 
carrying  it  on.  If  the  spirit  of  that  resolution 
had  been  adhered  to,  we  are  confident  that  we 
should  before  now  have  seen  the  end  of  this  de- 
plorable conflict.     But  what  have  we  seen  ? 


In  both  Houses  of  Congress  we  have  heard 
doctrines  subversive  of  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  and  seen  measure  after  measure 
founded  in  substance  on  those  doctrines  pro- 
posed and  carried  through  which  can  have  no 
other  eflect  than  to  distract  and  divide  loyal  men, 
and  exasperate  and  drive  still  further  from  us  and 
their  duty  the  people  of  the  rebellious  States, 
Military  officers,  following  these  bad  examples, 
have  stepped  beyond  the  just  limits  of  their  au- 
thority in  the  same  direction,  until  in  several 
instances  you  have  felt  the  necessity  of  inter- 
fering to  arrest  them.  And  even  the  passage> 
of  the  resolution  to  which  you  refer  has  been 
ostentatiously  proclaimed  as  the  triumph  of  a 
principle  which  the  people  of  the  southern 
States  regard  as  ruinous  to  them.  The  effect 
of  these  measures  was  foretold,  and  may  now 
be  seen  in  the  indurated  state  of  southern  feel- 
ing. 

To  these  causes,  Mr.  President,  and  not  to  our 
omission  to  vote  for  the  resolution  recommended 
by  you,  we  solemnly  believe  we  are  to  attribute 
the  terrible  earnestness  of  those  in  arms  against 
the  Governmeot  and  the  continuance  of  the 
war.  Nor  do  we  (permit  us  to  say,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, with  all  respect  to  you)  agree  that  the 
institution  of  slavery  is  "  the  lever  of  their 
power,"  but  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  "  the 
lever  of  their  power"  is  the  apprehension  that 
the  powers  of  a  common  Government,  created 
for  common  and  equal  protection  to  the  inter- 
ests of  all,  will  be  wielded  against  the  institu- 
tions of  the  southern  States. 

There  is  one  other  idea  in  your  address  we 
feel  called  on  to  notice.  After  stating  the  fact 
of  your  repudiation  of  General  Hunter's  proc- 
lamation, you  add: 

"  Yet,  in  repudiating  it,  I  gave  dissatisfaction,  if  not  of- 
fence, to  many  whose  support  the  country  cannot  afford  to 
lose.  And  tliis  is  not  tlie  end  of  it.  The  pressure  in  this 
direction  is  still  upon  nie  and  is  increasing.  By  conceding 
wliat  I  now  ask,  you  can  rolieve  me,  and,  muclj  more,  can 
relieve  the  country,  in  this  important  point." 

We  have  anxiously  looked  into  this  passage 
to  discover  its  true  import,  but  we  are  yet  in 
painful  uncertainty.  How  can  we,  by  conced- 
ing what  you  now  ask,  relieve  you  and  the 
country  from  the  increasing  pressure  to  which 
you  refer?  We  will  not  allow  ourselves  to 
think  that  the  proposition  is,  that  we  con- 
sent to  give  up  slavery,  to  the  end  that  the  Hun- 
ter proclamation  may  be  let  loose  on  the  south-* 
ern  people,  for  it  is  too  well  known  that  we 
would  not  be  parties  to  any  such  measure,  and 
we  have  too  much  respect  for  you  to  imagine 
you  would  propose  it.  Can  it  mean  that  by 
sacrificing  our  interest  in  slavery  we  appease 
the  spirit  that  controls  that  pressure,  cause  it 
to  be  withdrawn,  and  rid  the  country  of  the 
pestilent  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  ? 
We  are  forbidden  so  to  think,  for  that  spirit 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  the  liberation  of 
700,000  slaves,  and  cease  its  agitation  while 
3,000,000  remain  in  bondage.  Can  it  mean  , 
that  bj'  abandoning  slavery  in  our  Slates  we 
are  removing  the  pressure  from  you  and  the 
country,  by  preparing  for  a  separation  on  the 
line  of  the  cotton  States  ? 

We  are  forbidden  so  to  think,  because  it  13 
known  that  we  are,  and  we  believe  that  you 
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are,  unalterably  opposed  to  any  division  at 
all.  We  would  prefer  to  think  that  you  de- 
sire this  concession  as  a  pledge  of  our  support, 
and  <hus  enable  you  to  withstand  a  pressure 
which  weighs  heavily  on  j'ou  and  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  President,  no  such  sacrifice  is  neces- 
sary to  secure  our  support.  Confine  yourself 
to  your  constitutional  authority ;  confine  your 
subordinates  within  the  same  limits;  conduct 
this  war  solely  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the 
Constitution  to  its  legitimate  authority;  con- 
cede to  each  State  and  its  loyal  citizens  their 
just  rights,  and  we  are  wedded  to  you  by  in- 
dissoluble ties.  Do  this,  Mr.  President,  and 
you  touch  the  American  heart  and  invigorate 
it  with  new  hope.  You  will,  as  we  solemnly 
believe,  in  due  time  restore  peace  to  your  coun- 
try, lift  it  from  despondency  to  a  future  of 
glory,  and  preserve  to  your  countrymen,  their 
posterity,  and  man,  the  inestimable  treasure  of 
a  constitutional  government. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  stated  with  frarik- 
ness  and  candor  the  reasons  on  which  we  for- 
bore to  vote  for  the  resolution  you  have  men- 
tioned ;  but  you  have  again  presented  this 
proposition,  and  appealed  to  us  with  an  earnest- 
ness and  eloquence  which  have  not  failed  to 
impress  us,  to  "consider  it,  and  at  the  least 
to  commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  our 
States  and  people."  Thus  appealed  to  by  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  our  beloved  country,  in 
the  hour  of  its  greatest  peril,  we  cannot  wholly 
decline.  We  are  willing  to  trust  every  ques- 
tion relating  to  their  interest  and  happiness  to 
the  consideration  and  ultimate  judgment  of 
our  own  people.  While  differing  from  you  as 
to  the  necessity  of  emancipating  the  slaves  of 
our  States  as  a  means  of  putting  down  the  re- 
bellion, and  while  protesting  against  the  pro- 
priety of  any  extra-territorial  interference  to 
induce  the  people  of  our  States  to  adopt  any 
particular  line  of  policy  on  a  subject  which 
peculiarly  and  exclusively  belongs  to  them, 
yet,  when  you  and  our  brethren  of  the  loyal 
States  sincerely  believe  that  the  retention  of 
slavery  by  us  is  an  obstacle  to  peace  and  na- 
tional harmony,  and  are  willing  to  contribute 
pecuniary  aid  to  compensate  our  States  and 
people  for  the  inconveniences  produced  by 
such  a  change  of  system,  we  are  not  unwilling 
that  our  people  shall  consider  the  propriety  of 
putting  it  aside. 

But  we  have  already  said  that  we  regarded 
this  resolution  as  the  utterance  of  a  sentiment, 
and  we  had  no  confidence  that  it  would  assume 
the  shape  of  a  tangible,  practical  proposition, 
which  would  yield  the  fruits  of  the  sacrifice  it 
required.  Our  people  are  influenced  by  the 
same  want  of  confidence,  and  will  not  consider 
the  proposition  in  its  present  impalpable  form. 
The  interest  they  are  asked  to  give  up  is  to 
them  Oi'  immense  importance,  and  they  ought 
not  to  be  expected  even  to  entertain  the  propo- 
sal until  they  are  assured  that  when  they  ac- 
cept it  their  just  expectations  will  not  be  frus- 
trated. We  regard  your  plan  as  a  proposition 
from  the  Nation  to  the  States  to  exercise  an  ad- 
mitted constitutional  right  in  a  particular  man- 
ner and  yield  up  a  valuable  interest.  Before 
they  ought  to  consider  the  proposition,  it  should 


be  presented  in  such  a  tangible,  practical,  effi- 
cient shape  as  to  command  their  confidence 
that  its  fruits  are  contingent  only  upon  their 
acceptance.  We  cannot  trust  anything  to  the 
contingencies  of  future  legislation. 

If  Congress,  by  proper  and  necessary  legisla- 
tion, shall  provide  suSicient  funds  and  place 
them  at  your  disposal,  to  be  applied  by  you  to 
the  payment  of  any  of  our  States  or  the  citizens 
thereof  who  shall  adopt  the  abolishment  of 
slavery,  either  gradual  or  immediate,  as  they 
may  determine,  and  the  expense  of  deportation 
and  colonization  of  the  liberated  slaves,  then 
will  our  State  and  people  take  this  propositioa 
into  careful  consideration,  for  such  decision  as 
in  their  judgment  is  demanded  by  their  interest, 
their  honor,  and  their  duty  to  the  whole  coun- 
try. We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  res- 
pect, 

C.  A.  TFICKLIFFE,  Ch'n.,        CHAS.  B.  CALVERT, 

GARRETT  DAVIS,  C.  L.  L.  LEARY, 

R,  WILSON,  EDWIN  H.  WEBSTER, 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN,  R.  MALLOHY. 

JOHN  S.  CARLILE,  AARON  HARDING, 

J.  W.  CRISFIELD,  JAMES  S  ROLLINS, 

J.  S.  JACKSON,  J.  W.  MENZIES. 

H   GRIDER,  THOMAS  L.  PRICE, 

JOHN  S.  PHELPS,  G.  W.  DUNLAP, 

TRANCIS  THOMAS,  WM.  A.  HALL. 

REPLY  OF  THE  MINOEITY. 

Washington,  July  15, 1862. 

Mr.  President:  The  undersigned,  members  of  Congress 
from  the  border  States,  in  response  to  your  address  of  Sat- 
urday last,  beg  leave  to  say  that  they  attended  a  meeting 
on  the  same  day  the  address  was  delivered,  for  the  ijurpose 
of  considering  the  same.  The  meeting  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  rejjort  a  response  to  your  address.  That  report 
was  made  on  yesterday,  and  the  action  of  the  majority  in- 
dicated clearly  that  the  response,  or  one  in  substance  the 
same,  would  be  adopted  and  presented  to  you.  ' 

Inasmuch  as  we  cannot,  consistently  with  our  own  sense 
of  duty  to  the  country,  under  the  existing  jierils  whit:h  sur- 
round us,  concur  in  that  response,  we  feel  it  to  be  due  to 
you  and  to  oiu'selves  to  make  to  you  a  brief  and  candid  an- 
swer over  our  own  signatures. 

We  believe  that  the  whole  power  of  the  Government,  up- 
held and  sustained  by  all  the  influences  and  means  of  all 
loyal  men  in  all  sections,  and  of  all  parties,  is  essentially 
necessary  to  put  down  the  rebellion  and  preserve  the  Union 
and  the  Constitution.  We  understand  your  appeal  to  us  to 
have  been  made  for  the  purpose  ef  securing  this  result.  A 
very  large  portion  of  the  people  ia  the  northern  States  be- 
lieve that  slavery  is  the  "  lever-power  of  the  rebellion."  It 
matters  not  whether  this  belief  be  well  founded  or  not. 
The  belief  does  exist,  and  we  have  to  deal  with  things  as 
they  are,  and  not  as  we  would  have  them  be.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  existence  of  this  belief,  we  understand  that 
an  immense  pressure  is  brought  to  bear  for  the  purpose  of 
striking  down  this  institution  through  the  exercise  of  mili- 
tary authority.  The  Government  cannot  maintain  this 
great  struggle  if  the  support  and  influence  of  the  men  who 
entertain  these  opinions  be  withdrawn.  Neither  can  the 
Government  hope  for  early  success  if  the  support  of  that 
element  called  '•  conservative"  lie  withdrawn. 

Such  being  the  condition  of  things,  the  President  appeals 
to  the  border  State  men  to  step  forward  and  prove  their 
patriotism  by  making  the  first  sacrifice.  No  doubt,  like 
appeals  have  been  made  to  extreme  men  in  the  North  to 
meet  us  half  way,  in  order  that  the  whole  moral,  political, 
pecuniary,  and  physical  force  of  the  nation  may  be  firmly 
and  earnestly  united  in  one  grand  etfort  to  save  the  Union 
and  tlie  Constitution. 

Believing  that  such  were  the  motives  that  prompted  your 
address,  and  such  the  results  to  which  it  looked,  we  cannot 
reconcile  it  to  our  sense  of  duty,  in  this  trying  hour,  to  re- 
spond in  a  spirit  of  fault-finding  or  querulousness  over  the 
things  that  are  past.  We  are  not  disposed  to  seek  for  the 
cause  of  present  misfortimes  in  the  errors  and  wrongs  of 
others  who  now  propose  to  unite  with  us  in  a  common  pur- 
pose. But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  meet  yoiu-  address  in  the 
spirit  In  which  it  was  made,  and,  as  loyal  Americans,  de- 
clare to  you  and  to  the  world  that  there  is  no  sacrifice  that 
we  are  not  ready  to  make  to  save  the  Government  and  in- 
stitutions of  our  fathers. 

That  we,  few  of  us  though  there  may  be,  will  permit  no 
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man,  from  the  North  or  from  the  South,  to  go  further  than 
we  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  work  before  us. 
That,  in  order  to  carry  out  these  views,  we  will,  so  far  as 
may  he  iu  our  power,  ask  the  people  of  the  border  States 
calmly,  deliberately,  and  fairly  to  consider  your  recom- 
mendations.    We  are  the  more  emboldened  to  assume  this 
position  from  the  fact,  now  become  history,  that  the  leaders 
of  the  southern  rebellion  have  offered  to  abolish  slavery 
among  them  as  a  condition  to  foreign  intervention  in  favor 
of  their  independence  as  a  nation. 
If  they  can  give  up  slavery  to  destroy  the  Union,  we  can 
urely  ask  our  people  to  consider  the  question  of  emaucipa- 
.ion  to  save  the  Union. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  W.  NOELL, 
SAMUEL  L.  CASEY, 
GEOIIGE  P.  FISHER, 
A.  J.  CLEMENTS, 
WILLIAM  G.  BROWN, 
JACOB  B.  BLAIR, 
W.  T.  WILLEY. 

REPLY  OP  MR.  MATNARD. 

House  of  Representatives,  July  16, 1862. 

Sir:  The  magaitude  and  gravity  of  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  you  to  Representatives  from  the  slave  States 
would  naturally  occasion  diver.sity,  if  not  contrariety,  ol 
opinion.  You  will  not,  therefore,  be  surprised  that  I  have 
not  been  able  to  concur  in  view  with  the  majoriiy  of  them. 
This  is  attributable,  possibly,  to  the  fact  that  my  State  is 
not  a  border  State,  properly  so  called,  and  t)iat  my  immedi- 
ate constituents  are  not  yet  disenthralled  from  the  hostile 
arms  of  the  rebellion.  This  fact  is  a  physical  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  my  now  submitting  to  their  consideration  this 
or  any  other  proposition  looking  to  political  action,  especi- 
ally such  as,  in  this  case,  would  require  a  change  in  the 
organic  law  of  the  State. 

But  do  not  infer  that  I  am  insensible  to  your  appeah  I 
am  not.  You  are  surrounded  with  dilHculties  far  greater 
than  have  embarrafsed  any  of  your  predecessors.  You  need 
the  support  of  eveiy  American  citizen,  and  you  ought  to 
have  it — active,  zealous,  and  honest  The  union  of  every 
Union  man  to  aid  you  in  preserving  the  Union  is  the  duty 
of  the  time.  Ditferences  as  to  policy  and  methods  must  be 
Buboidinated  to  the  common  purpose. 

In  looking  for  the  cause  of  this  rebellion,  it  is  natural 
that  «ach  section  and  each  party  should  ascribe  as  little 
blame  as  possible  to  itself,  and  as  much  as  possible  to  its 
oppoflent  section  and  party.  Possibly  you  and  I  might  not 
ajzree  on  a  comparison  of  our  views.  That  there  should  be 
differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  conducting  our 
military  operations,  and  the  best  men  to  lead  our  armies,  is 
equally  natural,  (-'ontests  on  such  questions  weaken  our- 
selves and  strengthen  our  enemies.  They  are  unprofitable, 
and  possibly  unpatriotic.  Somebody  must  yield,  or  wo 
waste  our  strength  in  a  contemptible  struggle  among  our- 
selves. 

You  appeal  to  the  loyal  men  of  the  slave  States  to  sacri- 
fice something  of  feeling  and  a  great  deal  of  interest.  The 
sacrifices  they  have  already  made  and  the  sufferings  they 
have  endured  give  the  best  assurance  that  the  appeal  will 
not  have  been  made  in  vain.  He  who  is  not  ready  to  yield 
all  his  material  interests,  and  to  forego  his  most  cherished 
eentimcuts  and  opinions  for  the  preservation  of  his  country, 
although  he  may  have  periled  his  life  on  the  battle-field  in 
her  defence,  is  but  half  a  patriot.  Among  the  loyal  people 
that  I  represent  there  are  no  half  patriots. 

Already  the  rebellion  has  cost  us  much,  even  to  our  un- 
doing; wo  are  content,  if  need  be,  to  give  up  the  rest  to 
suppress  it.  We  have  stood  by  you  from  the  beginning  of 
this  struggle,  and  we  mean  to  stand  by  you,  God  willing, 
till  the  cud  of  it. 

I  did  not  vote  for  the  resolution  to  which  you  allude, 
solely  for  the  reason  that  at  the  time  I  was  absent  at  the 
cajiital  of  my  own  State.    It  is  right. 

Should  any  of  the  slave  States  think  proper  to  terminate 
that  institution,  as  several  of  them,  I  understand,  or  at  least 
some  of  their  citizens  propose,  justice  and  a  generous  comity 
require  that  the  country  shouhl  interpose  to  aid  it  in  lessening 
the  burden,  public  and  private,  occasioned  by  so  radical  a 
change  in  its  social  and  industrial  relations. 

I  will  not  now  speculate  upon  the  effect,  at  home  or 
abroad,  of  the  adoption  of  your  policy,  nor  inquire  what 
actirm  of  the  rebel  leaders  has  rendered  something  of  the 
kind  important.  Your  whole  administration  gives  the 
highest  assurance  that  you  aie  moved,  not  so  much  from  a 
desire  to  see  all  men  everywhere  made  free,  as  from  a  higher 
desire  to  preserve  free  institutions  for  the  benefit  of  men 
already  free ;  not  to  make  slaves  freemen,  but  to  prevent 
freemen  from  being  made  slaves;  not  to  destroy  an  institu- 
tion, which  a  portion  of  us  only  consider  bad,  but  to  save 
institutions  which  wo  all  alike  consider  good.  I  am  satis- 
fied you  would  not  ask  from  any  of  your  fellow -citizens  a 


sacrifice  not,  in  your  judgment,  imperatively  required  by 
the  safety  of  the  country. 

This  is  the  spirit  of  your  appeal,  and  I  respond  to  it  in  the 
same  spirit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

To  the  President. 


jeaient  servant.       « 
HORACE  MAYNIrD. 


8ENAT0U   HENDERSON'S  REPLY  TO   THE   PRESIDENT. 

Washington  City,  July  21, 1862. 
Mr.  President  :  The  pressure  of  business  in  the  Senate 
during  the  last  few  days  of  the  session  prevented  my  at- 
tendance at  the  meeting  of  the  border  State  members, 
called  to  consider  your  proposition  in  reference  to  gradual 
emancipation  in  our  States. 

It  is  for  this  reason  only,  and  not  because  I  fail  to  appre- 
ciate their  importance  or  properly  respect  your  suggestions, 
that  my  najiio  does  not  appear  to  any  of  the  several  pai» 
pers  submitted  in  response.  I  may  also  add  that  it  was  my 
intention,  when  the  subject  came  up  practically  for  consid- 
eration in  the  Senate,  to  express  fully  my  views  in  regard 
to  it.  This  of  course  would  have  rendered  any  other  re- 
sponse unnecessary.  But  the  want  of  time  to  consider  the 
matter  deprived  me  of  that  opportunity,  and,  lest  now  my 
silence  be  misconstrued,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say  to  you 
that  I  am  by  no  means  indifferent  to  the  great  questions  so 
earnestly,  and  as  I  believe  so  honestly,  urged  by  you  upon 
our  consideration. 

The  border  States,  so  far,  are  the  chief  sufferers  by  this 
war,  and  the  true  Union  men  of  those  States  have  made  the 
greatest  sacrifices  for  the  preservation  of  the  Government. 
This  fact  does  not  proceed  from  mismanagement  on  the  part 
of  the  Unitm  authorities,  or  a  want  of  regiird  for  our  peo- 
ple, but  it  is  the  necessary  result  of  the  v.-ar  that  is  upon 
us.  Our  States  are  the  battle-fields.  Our  people,  divided 
among  themselves,  maddened  by  the  struggle  and  blinded 
by  the  smoke  of  battle,  invited  upon  our  soil  contending 
armies — the  one  to  destroy  the  Govenunent,  the  other  to 
maintain  it.  The  consequence  to  us  is  jilain.  The  shock 
of  the  contest  upturns  society  and  desolates  the  laud.  We 
have  made  sacrifices,  but  at  last  they  were  only  the  sacri- 
fices demanded  by  duty,  and  unless  we  are  willing  to  make 
others,  imleed  any  that  the  good  of  the  country,  involved 
in  the  overthrow  of  treason,  may  exact  at  our  hands,  our 
title  to  patriotism  is  not  complete. 

A\'hen  you  submitted  your  proposition  to  Congress,  in 
March  last,  "  that  the  United  States  ought  to  co-operate 
with  any  State  which  may  adopt  a  gradiuil  abolishment  of 
slavery,  giving  to  such  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be  used  by 
such  State  in  its  discretion,  to  compensate  for  the  incon- 
veniences, public  and  private,  produced  by  such  change  of 
system,"'  I  gave  it  a  most  cheerful  support,  and  I  am  satis- 
fied it  would  have  received  the  approbation  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  border  States  delegations  in  both  branches 
of  Congress,  if,  in  the  first  place,  they  had  believed  the  war, 
with  its  continued  evils — the  most  prominent  of  which,  in 
a  material  point  of  view,  is  its  injurious  effect  on  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  in  our  States — could  possibly  have  been 
protracted  for  another  twelve  months ;  and  if,  in  the  second 
place,  they  had  felt  assured  that  the  party  having  the  ma- 
jority in  Congress  would,  like  yourself,  be  equally  prompt 
in  practical  action  as  in  the  expression  of  a  sentiment. 
While  scarcely  any  one  doubted  your  own  sincerity  in  the 
premises,  and  your  earnest  wish  speedily  to  terminate  the 
war,  you  can  readily  conceive  the  grounds  for  difference  of 
opinion  where  conclusions  could  only  be  based  upon  con- 
jecture. 

Believing,  as  I  did,  that  the  war  was  not  so  near  its  term- 
ination as  some  supposed,  and  feeling  disposed  to  accord 
to  others  tho  same  sincerity  of  purpose  that  I  should  claim 
for  myself  under  similar  circumstances,  I  voted  for  the 
proposition.  I  will  suppose  that  others  were  actuated  by 
no  sinister  motives. 

In  doing  so,  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stotid  by  you  and  by  my  constituents.  I  did  not  suppose 
at  the  time  that  I  was  personally  making  any  sacrifice  by 
stipportiug  the  resolution,  nor  that  the  people  of  my  State 
were  called  upon  to  make  any  sacrifice,  either  in  consider- 
ing or  accepting  the  proposition,  if  they  saw  fit.  I  agreed 
with  you  in  tho  remarks  contained  in  the  message  accom- 
panying the  resolution,  that  "tho  Uiuon  must  be  iire- 
served,  aud  hence  all  indispensable  means  must  bo  em- 
ployed. *  *  *  War  has  been  and  continues  to  be  an 
indispensable  means  to  this  end.  A  practical  rc.acknowl- 
edgment  of  the  national  authority  would  render  the  war 
unnecessary,  and  it  would  at  once  cease.  If,  however,  ri>- 
sistanco  continues,  the  war  must  also  continue;  and  it  is 
impossible  to  foresee  all  the  incidents  which  may  attend 
and  all  the  ruin  which  may  follow  it."  It  is  truly  "impos- 
sible "  to  foresee  all  the  evils  resulting  from  a  war  so  stu- 
pendous as  the  present.  I  shall  be  much  rejoiced  if  some- 
thing more  dreadful  than  the  sale  of  freedom  to  a  few  slaves 
in  the  border  States  shall  not  result  from  it.    If  it  clone! 


EMANCIPATION. 


219 


with  the  Government  of  our  fathers  secure,  and  constitu- 
tional liberty  in  all  its  purity  guarantied  to  the  while  man, 
the  result  will  be  better  than  that  having  a  place  in  the 
fears  of  many  good  men  at  present,  and  much  better  than 
the  piifft  history  of  such  revolutions  Ciin  justify  us  in  ex- 
pecting. 

In  this  period  of  tho  nation's  distress,  I  know  of  no  hu- 
man institution  too  sacred  for  discussion ;  no  material  in- 
terest belonging  to  the  citizen  that  he  should  not  willingly 
place  upon  the  altar  of  his  country,  if  demanded  by  tho 
public  good.  The  man  who  cannot  now  sacrifice  party  and 
put  aside  sellish  considerations  is  more  than  half  disloyal. 
Such  a  man  does  not  deserve  the  blessings  of  good  govern- 
ment. Pride  of  opinion,  based  upon  sectional  jealousies, 
(fliould  not  be  permitted  to  control  the  drcisiou  of  any  pt)litical 
question.  Tliese  remarks  are  general,  but  apply  with  pe- 
culiar force  to  the  people  of  the  border  States  at  present. 

Let  us  look  at  our  condition.  A  desolating  war  is  upon 
Bs.  We  cannot  escape  it  if  we  would.  If  the  Union  armies 
were  to-day  witlidrawn  from  the  border  States  without  first 
crushing  the  rebellion  in  the  South,  no  rational  man  can 
doubt  for  a  moment  that  the  adherents  of  the  Union  cause 
in  those  States  would  soon  be  diiven  in  exile  from  their 
homes  by  tho  exultant  rebels,  who  have  so  long  hoped  to 
return  and  take  vengeance  upon  ua. 

The  people  of  the  border  States  understand  very  well  the 
unfriendly  and  selfish  spirit  exercised  toward  them  by  the 
leaders  of  this  cotton  State  rebellion;  beginning  some  time 
previous  to  its  outbreak.  They  will  not  fail  to  remember 
their  insolent  refusal  to  counsel  with  us,  and  their  haughty 
assumption  of  responsibility  upon  themselves  for  their  mis- 
guided action.  Our  people  will  not  soon  forget  that,  while 
declaiming  against  coercion,  they  closed  their  doors  against 
the  exportation  of  slaves  from  the  border  States  into  the 
South,  with  the  avowed  purjiose  of  forcing  us  into  rebellion 
through  fears  of  losing  that  species  of  property.  They 
knew  very  well  the  effect  to  be  produced  on  slavery  by  a 
civil  war,  especially  in  those  States  into  which  hostile  ar- 
mies might  penetrate,  and  upon  the  soil  of  which  the  great 
contests  for  the  success  of  republican  government  were  to 
be  decided.  They  wanted  some  intermediate  groimd  for  the 
conflict  of  arms — territory  where  the  population  would  be 
divided.  They  knew,  also,  that  by  keeping  slavery  in  the 
border  States  the  mere  "  friction  and  abrasion,"  to  which 
you  so  appropriately  allude,  would  keep  up  a  constant  irri- 
tation, resulting  necessarily  from  tho  frequent  losses  to 
which  the  owners  would  be  subjected.  They  also  calculated 
largely,  and  not  without  reason,  upon  tlie  repugnance  of 
non-slaveholders  in  those  States  to  a  free  negro  population. 
In  the  meantime  they  intended  persistently  to  charge  the 
overthrow  of  slavery  to  be  the  object  of  the  Government, 
and  hostility  to  this  institution  the  origin  of  the  war.  By 
this  means  the  unavoidable  incidents  of  the  strife  might 
easily  be  charged  as  the  settled  purposes  of  the  Government. 
Again,  it  was  well  understood  by  these  men  that  exemplary 
conduct  on  tho  part  of  every  officer  and  soldier  employed 
by  the  Government  could  not  in  the  nature  of  things  be  ex- 
pected, and  the  hope  was  entertained,  iipon  the  most  reason- 
able grounds,  that  every  commission  of  wrong  and  every 
omission  of  duty  would  produce  a  new  cause  for  excitement 
and  a  new  incentive  to  rebellion. 

By  these  means  the  war  was  to  be  kept  in  the  border 
States,  regardless  of  our  interests,  until  an  exhausted  treas- 
ury should  render  it  necessary  to  send  tlie  tax-gatherer 
among  our  people,  to  take  the  little  that  might  bo  left  them 
from  the  devastations  of  war.  They  tlien  expected  a  clamor 
for  peace  by  us,  resulting  in  the  interference  of  France 
and  England,  whose  operatives  in  the  meantime  would  be 
driven  to  want,  and  whose  aristocracy  have  ever  been  ready 
to  welcome  a  dissolution  of  the  American  Union. 

This  cunningly-devised  plan  for  securing  a  Gulf-Confed- 
eracy, commanding  the  mouths  of  the  great  western  rivers, 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  southern  Atlantic  ocean,  with 
their  own  territory  unscathed  by  the  horrors  of  war,  and 
Eurrounded  by  the  border  States,  half  of  whose  population 
would  be  left  in  sympathy  with  them  for  many  years  to 
come,  owing  to  the  irritations  to  which  I  have  alluded,  has 
BO  far  succeeded  too  well. 

In  Missouri  they  have  already  caused  us  to  lose  a  third  or 
more  of  the  slaves  owned  at  the  time  of  the  last  census.  In 
addition  to  this,  I  can  make  no  estimate  of  the  vast  amount 
of  property  of  every  char;icter  that  hiis  been  destroyed  by 
military  operations  in  the  State.  The  loss  from  general  de- 
preciation of  values,  and  the  utter  prostration  of  every 
business  interest  of  our  people,  is  wholly  beyond  calcula- 
tion. The  experience  of  Missouri  is  but  the  experience  of 
other  sections  of  the  country  similarly  situated.  The  ques- 
tion is  therefore  forced  upon  us,  "  How  long  is  this  war  to 
continue ;  and,  if  continued,  as  it  has  been,  on  our  soil,  aided 
by  the  treason  and  folly  of  our  own  citizens,  acting  in  con- 
cert with  the  Confederates,  how  long  can  slavery,  or,  if  you 
please,  any  other  property  interest,  survive  in  our  States  ?  " 

As  things  now  are,  the  people  of  the  border  States  yet 
divided,  we  cannot  expect  an  immediate  termination  of  the 


struggle,  except  upon  condition  of  southern  independence, 
losing  thereby  control  of  the  lower  Mississippi.  For  this 
we  in  Missouri  are  not  prepared,  nor  are  we  prepared  to  be- 
come one  of  the  Confederate  States,  should  the  terrible 
calamity  of  dissolution  occur.  This,  I  presume,  the  Union 
men  of  Missouri  would  resist  to  the  death.  And  whether 
they  should  do  so  or  not,  I  will  not  suppose  for  an  instant 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would  upon  any 
concUtion  submit  to  the  loss  of  territory  so  essential  to  its 
future  commercial  greatness  as  is  the  State  of  Missouri. 
But  should  all  other  reasons  fail  to  prevent  such  a  misfor- 
tune to  our  people  of  Missouri,  there  is  one  that  cannot  fail. 
The  Confederates  never  wanted  us,  and  would  not  have  us. 
I  assume,  therefore,  that  the  war  will  not  cease,  but  will  be 
continued  until  the  rebellion  shall  be  overcome.  It  cannot 
and  will  not  cease,  so  far  as  the  people  of  Missouri  are  con- 
cerned, except  upon  condition  of  our  remaining  in  the 
Union,  and  the  whole  West  will  demand  the  entire  control 
of  the  Jlississippi  river  to  the  Gulf.  Our  interest  is  there- 
fore bound  up  with  the  interests  of  those  States  maintaining 
the  Union,  and  especially  with  the  great  States  of  the  West, 
that  must  be  consulted  in  regard  to  the  terms  of  any  peace 
that  may  he  suggested,  even  by  the  nations  of  Europe, 
should  they  at  any  time  unfortunately  depart  from  their 
former  pacific  policy  and  determine  to  intervene  in  our  af- 
fairs. 

Tho  war,  then,  will  have  to  be  continued  until  tho  Union 
shall  be  practically  restored.  In  this  alone  consists  the  fu- 
ture safety  of  the  border  States  themselves.  A  separation 
of  the  Union  is  ruinous  to  them.  The  preservation  of  the 
Union  can  only  be  secured  by  a  continuation  of  the  war. 
The  consequences  of  that  continuation  may  be  judged  of  by 
the  experience  of  the  last  twelve  mouths.  The  i)eople  Of 
my  State  are  as  competent  to  pass  judgment  in  the  premises 
as  I  am.  I  have  every  confidence  in  their  intelligence,  their 
honesty,  and  their  patriotism. 

In  your  own  language,  the  proposition  you  make  "sets 
up  no  claim  of  a  right  by  Federal  authority  to  interfere 
with  slavery  within  State  limits,  referring,  as  it  does,  the 
a))solute  control  of  the  subject  in  each  c;ise  to  the  State  and 
its  people  immediately  interested.  It  is  proposed  as  a  mat* 
ter  of  perfectly  free  choice  with  them." 

In  this  view  of  the  subject  I  can  frankly  say  to  you  that, 
personally,  I  never  could  appreciate  the  objections  so  fre- 
quently urged  against  the  proposition.  If  I  understood 
you  properly,  it  was  your  opinion,  not  that  slavery  should 
be  removed  in  order  to  secure  our  loyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment, for  every  personal  act  of  your  administration  pre- 
cludes such  as  inference,  but  you  believe  that  the  peculiar 
species  of  property  was  in  imminent  danger  from  the  war  in 
wliich  w«  were  engaged,  and  that  common  justice  demand- 
ed remuneration  for  the  loss  of  it.  You  then  believed, 
and  again  express  the  opinion,  that  the  peculiar  nature  of 
the  conte.-t  is  such  that  its  loss  is  almost  inevitable,  and 
lest  any  pretext  fur  a  charge  of  injustice  against  the  Gov- 
ernment be  given  to  its  enemies,  you  propose  to  extend  to 
the  people  of  those  States  standing  by  the  Union  the  choice 
of  p:iyMieiit  for  their  slaves  or  the  responsibility  of  loss, 
slitmld  it  occur,  without  complaint  against  the'Government. 

Placing  the  matter  in  this  light,  (a  mere  remuneration  for 
losses  rendered  inevitable  by  the  casualties  of  war,)  the 
objection  of  a  constitutional  character  may  be  rendered 
much  less  formidable  in  the  minds  of  northern  Represent- 
atives whose  constituents  will  have  to  share  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  ;  and,  so  far  as  the  border  States  are 
ciinceniQd,  this  objection  should  be  most  sparingly  urged, 
for  ic  being  a  matter  entirely  of  their  "own  free  choice," 
in  case  of  a  desire  to  accept,  no  serious  argument  will 
lii;ely  be  urged  against  the  receipt  of  the  money,  or  a  fund 
for  colonization.  But,  aside  from  the  power  derived  from 
the  operations  of  war,  there  may  be  found  numerous  pre- 
cedents in  the  legislation  of  the  past,  such  as  grants  of  land 
and  money  to  the  several  States  for  specified  objects' 
deemed  worthy  by  the  Federal  Congress.  And  in  addition 
to  this  may  be  cited  a  deliberate  opinion  of  Mr.  Webster 
upon  this  very  subject,  in  one  of  the  ablest  arguments  of 
his  life. 

I  allude  to  this  question  of  power  merely  in  vindication 
of  the  position  assumed  by  mo  in  my  vote  for  tlie  resolution 
of  March  last.  In  your  last  communication  to  us,  you  beg 
of  us  "  to  commend  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  our 
States  and  people."  While  I  entirely  differ  with  you  in 
the  opinion  expressed,  that  had  the  members  from  the 
border  States  approved  of  your  resolution  of  March  last 
"  the  war  would  now  be  substantially  ended,"  and  while  I 
do  oot  regard  the  suggestion  "as  one  of  the  most  potent 
and  swift  means  of  ending"  the  war,  I  am  yet  free  to  say 
that  I  have  the  most  unbounded  confidence  in  your  sin- 
cerity of  purpose  in  calling  our  attention  to  the  dangers 
surrounding  us.  I  am  satisfied  that  you  appreciate  the 
troubles  of  ihe  border  Stales,  and  that  your  suggestions  are 
intended  for  our  good.  I  feel  the  force  of  ynur  urgent  ap- 
peal, and  the  logic  of  surrounding  circumstances  brinirs 
,  conviction  even  to  an  unwilling  believer.    Having  said  that, 
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In  ray  judgment,  you  attached  too  much  imiK""tance  to  thia 
measure  as  a  means  fur  suppressing  the  rebellion,  it  is  due 
to  you  that  I  shall  explain. 

Whatever  may  be  the  status  of  the  border  States  in  this 
respect,  the  war  cannot  be  ended  ui'til  the  power  of  the 
Government  is  made  manifest  in  the  seceded  States.  They 
appealed  to  the  sword;  give  them  the  sword.  They  asked 
fir  war;  let  Ihem  see  its  evils  on  their  own  soil.  They 
have  erected  a  Government  and  they  force  obedience  to  its 
behests.  This  structure  must  be  destroyed;  this  image, 
before  which  an  unwilling  peuple  have  been  compelled  to 
bow,  must  be  broken.  The  authority  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment must  be  felt  in  the  heart  of  the  rebellious  district. 
To  do  this  let  armies  be  marched  upon  them  at  once,  and 
let  them  feel  what  they  have  inllicted  on  us  in  the  border. 
Do  not  fear  our  States  ;  we  will  stand  by  the  Government 
in  this  work. 

I  ought  not  to  disguise  from  you  or  the  people  of  my  State 
that  personally  I  have  fixed  and  unalterable  ojiinions  on 
the  subject  of  your  communication.  Those  opinions  I  shall 
commtinicate  to  the  people  in  that  spirit  of  frankness  that 
should  characterize  the  intercotu-se  cf  the  representative 
with  his  constituents.  If  I  were  to-day  the  owner  of  the 
lands  and  slaves  of  Missouri,  your  proposition,  so  far  as  that 
State  is  concerned,  would  be  immediately  accepted.  Not  a 
day  would  be  lost.  Aside  from  public  considerations,  which 
you  suppose  to  be  involved  in  the  proposition,  and  which 
no  patriot,  I  agree,  should  disregard  at  present,  my  own 
personal  interest  would  prompt  favorable  and  immecUate 
action. 

But  having  said  this,  it  is  proper  that  I  say  something 
more.  The  representative  is  the  servant  and  not  the  mas- 
ter of  the  people.  He  haa  no  authority  to  bind  them  to 
any  course  of  action,  or  even  to  indicate  what  they  will  or 
will  not  do  when  the  subject  is  exclusively  theirs  and  not 
his.  I  shall  take  occasion,  I  hope  honestly,  to  give  my 
views  of  existing  troubles  and  impending  dangers,  and  shall 
leave  the  rest  to  them,  disposed,  as  I  am,  rather  to  trust 
their  judgment  upon  the  case  stated  than  my  own,  and 
at  the  same  time  most  cheerfully  to  acquiesce  in  their  de- 
cision. 

For  you,  personally,  3Ir.  President,  I  think  I  can  pledge 
the  kindest  considerations  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  and  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  express  the  belief  that  your  recom- 
mendation will  be  considered  by  them  in  the  same  spirit  of 
kindness  manifested  by  you  in  its  presentation  to  us,  and 
that  their  decision  will  be  such  as  is  demanded  "  by  their 
interests,  their  honor,  and  their  duty  to  the  whole  coun- 
try." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HENDERSON. 
To  his  Excellency  A.  Lincoln,  Presideni. 

December  1,  1862  —  The  President,  in  his 
second  annual  message,  recurs  to  the  subject: 

EXTRACT    FROM    PRESIDENT    IINCOLN'S    SECOND    ANNUAL 
MESSAGE. 

On  the  22d  day  of  September  last,  a  procla- 
mation was  issued  by  the  Executive,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  submitted. 

In  accordance  with  the  purpose  expressed 
in  the  second  paragraph  of  that  paper,  I  now 
respectfully  recall  your  attention  to  what  may 
be  called  "compensated  emancipation.'^ 

A  nation  may  be  said  to  consist  of  its  ter- 
ritory, its  people,  and  its  laws.  The  territory 
is  the  only  part  which  is  of  certain  durability. 
"  One  generation  passeth  away,  and  another 
generation  cometh,  but  the  earth  abideth  for- 
ever." It  is  of  the  first  importance  to  duly 
consider  and  estimate  this  ever-enduring  prrt. 
That  portion  of  the  earth's  surface  which  is 
owned  and  inhabited  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  is  well  adapted  to  be  the  home 
of  one  national  family  ;  and  it  is  not  well 
adapted  for  two,  or  more.  Its  vast  extent,  and 
its  variety  of  climate  and  productions,  are  of 
advantage,  in  this  age,  for  one  people,  what- 
ever they  might  have  been  in  former  ages. 
Steam,  telegraphs,  and  intelligence,  have 
brought  these  to  be  an  advantageous  combina- 
tion for  one  united  people. 

In  the  inaugural  address  I  briefly  pointed 
out   the   total   inadequacy  of  disunion,    as   a 


remedy  for  the  differences  between  the  people 
of  the  two  sections.  I  did  so  in  language 
which  I  cannot  improve,  and  which,  therefore, 
I  beg  to  repeat : 

"One  section  of  our  country  believes  slavery  is  rvyft^,  and 
ought  to  be  extended,  while  the  other  believes  it  is  wrong, 
and  ought  not  to  be  extended.  This  is  the  only  substantial 
dispute.  The  fugitive  slave  clause  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  law  for  the  suppression  of  the  foreign  slave  trade,  are 
each  as  well  enforced,  perhaps,  as  any  law  can  ever  be  jn  a 
community  where  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  imperfectly 
supports  tjie  law  itself.  The  great  body  of  the  people  abide 
by  the  dry  legal  obligation  in  both  cases,  and  a  few  break 
over  in  each.  This,  I  think,  cannot  be  perfectly  cured :  and 
it  would  be  worse  in  both  cases  after  the  separation  of  the 
sections,  than  before.  The  foreign  slave  trade,  now  im- 
perfectly suppressed,  would  be  ultimately  revived  without 
restriction  in  one  section ;  while  fugitive  slaves,  now  only 
partially  surrendered,  would  not  be  surrendered  at  all  by 
the  other. 

"Physically  speaking,  we  cannot  separate.  We  cannot 
remove  our  respective  sections  from  each  other,  nor  build 
an  impassable  wall  between  them.  A  husband  and  wife 
may  be  divorced,  and  each  go  out  of  the  presence  and  be- 
yond the  reach  of  each  other  ;  but  the  different  parts  of  our 
country  cannot  do  this.  They  cannot  but  remain  face  to 
face ;  and  intercourse,  either  amicable  or  hostile,  must  con- 
tinue between  them.  Is  it  possible,  then,  to  make  that  in- 
tercourse more  advantageous  or  more  satisfactory  after 
separation  than  before?  Can  aliens  make  treaties  easier 
than  friends  can  make  laws  ?  Can  treaties  be  more  faith- 
fully enforced  between  aliens  than  laws  can  among  friends? 
Suppose  you  go  to  war.  you  cannot  fight  always ;  and  when, 
after  much  loss  on  both  sides,  and  no  gain  on  either,  you 
cease  fighting,  the  indentical  oM  questions  93  to  terms  of 
intercourse  are  again  upon  you." 

There  is  no  line,  straight  or  crooked,  suitable 
for  a  national  boundary  upon  which  to  divide. 
Trace  through,  from  East  to  West,  upon  the  line 
between  the  free  and  slave  country,  and  we  shall 
find  a  little  more  than  one  third  of  its  length 
are  rivers,  easy  to  be  crossed,  and  populated, 
or  soon  to  be  populated,  thickly  upon  both 
sides;  while  nearly  all  its  remaining  length  are 
merely  surveyor's  lines,  over  which  people  may 
walk  back  and  forth  without  any  consciousness 
of  their  presence.  No  part  of  this  line  can  be 
made  any  more  difficult  to  pass  by  writing  it 
down  on  paper  or  parchment  as  a  national 
boundary.  The  fact  of  separation,  if  it  comes, 
gives  up  on  the  part  of  the  seceding  section  the 
fugitive  slave  clause,  along  with  all  other  con- 
stitutional obligations  upon  the  section  seceded 
from,  while  I  should  expect  no  treaty  stipula- 
tion would  ever  be  made  to  take  its  place. 

But  there  is  another  difficulty.  The  great  in- 
terior region,  bounded  east  by  the  Alleghanies. 
north  by  the  British  dominions,  west  by  the 
Rocky  mountains,  and  south  by  the  line  along 
which  the  culture  of  corn  and  cotton  meets, 
and  which  includes  part  of  Virginia,  part  of 
Tennessee,  all  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Kansas, 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  the  Territories  of  Dakota, 
Nebraska,  and  part  of  Colorado,  already  has 
above  ten  million  people,  and  will  have  fifty 
millions  within  fifty  years,  if  not  prevented  by 
any  political  folly  or  mistake.  It  contains 
more  than  one  third  of  the  country  owned  by 
the  United  States — certainly  more  than  one 
million  square  miles.  Once  half  as  populous 
as  Massachusetts  already  is,  it  would  have  more 
than  seventy-five  million  people.  A  glance  at 
the  map  shows  that,  territorially  speaking,  it 
is  the  great  body  of  the  Republic.  The  other 
parts  are  but  marginal  borders  to  it,  the  mag- 
nificent region  sloping  west  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains  to  the  Pacific,  being  the  deepest  and 
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also  the  richest  in  undeveloped  resources.  In 
the  production  of  provisions,  grains,  grasses, 
and  all  which  proceed  from  them,  this  great 
interior  region  is  naturally  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  world.  Ascertain  from  the 
Btaiistics  the  small  proportion  of  the  region 
which  has,  as  yet,  been  brought  into  cultiva- 
tion, and  also  the  large  and  rapidly  increasing 
amount  of  its  products,  and  we  shall  be  over- 
whelmed with  the  magnitude  of  the  prospect 
presented.  And  yet  this  region  has  no  sea- 
coast,  touches  no  ocean  anywhere.  As  part  of 
one  nation,  its  people  now  find,  and  may  for- 
ever find,  their  way  to  Europe  by  New  York, 
to  South  America  and  Africa  by  New  Orleans, 
aud  to  Asia  by  San  Francisco.  Cut  separate 
our  common  country  into  two  nations,  as 
designed  by  the  present  rebellion,  and  every 
man  of  this  great  interior  region  is  thereby 
cut  off  from  some  one  or  more  of  these  outlets, 
not,  perhaps,  by  a  physical  barrier,  but  by  em- 
barrassing and  onerous  trade  regulations. 

Aud  this  is  true,  wherever  a  dividing  or  bound- 
ary line  may  be  fixed.  Place  it- between  the 
now  free  and  slave  country,  or  place  it  south 
of  Kentucky,  or  north  of  Ohio,  and  still  the 
truth  remains,  that  none  south  of  it  can  trade 
to  any  port  or  place  north  of  it,  and  none  north 
of  it  can  trade  to  any  port  or  place  south  of  it 
except  upon  terms  dictated  by  a  Government 
foreign  to  them.  These  outlets,  east,  west,  and 
south,  are  indispensable  to  the  well-being  of 
the  people  inhabiting,  and  to  inhabit,  this  vast 
interior  region.  Which  of  the  three  may  be 
the  best  is  no  proper  question.  All  are  better 
than  either ;  and  all  of  right  belong  to  that 
people,  and  to  their  successors  forever.  True 
to  themselves,  they  will  not  ask  where  a  line  of 
separation  shall  be,  but  will  vow  rather  that 
there  shall  be  no  such  line.  Nor  are  the  mar- 
ginal regions  less  interested  in  these  communi- 
cations to  and  through  them,  to  the  great 
outside  world.  They,  too,  and  each  of  them, 
must  have  access  to  this  Egypt  of  the  West 
without  paying  toll  at  the  crossing  of  any  na- 
tional boundary. 

Our  national  strife  springs  not  from  our  per- 
manent part;  not  from  the  land  we  inhabit; 
not  from  our  national  homestead.  There  is  no 
possible  severing  of  this,  but  would  multiply 
and  not  mitigate  evils  among  us.  In  all  its 
adaptations  and  aptitudes  it  demands  union 
and  abhors  separation.  In  fact  it  would,  ere 
long,  force  reunion,  however  much  of  blood 
and  treasure  the  separation  might  have  cost. 

Our  strife  pertains  to  ourselves — to  thepass- 
fing  generations  of  men  ;  and  it  can,  without 
couvulsion,  be  hushed  forever  with  the  passing 
of  one  generation. 

In  this  view,  I  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  and  articles  amenda- 
tory to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States : 

"  Resolced  by  the  Senate  and  House  nf  Representatives  of 
the  t'nilcd  States  nf  America  in  Congress  assemble.d,  (two 
thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,)  That  tho  foHowinft 
articles  he  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  (or  conventions)  of 
the  several  States  as  amendments  to  tho  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  all  or  any  of  whicli  articles  when  ratified 
by  three  fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures  (or  conventions) 
to  be  valid  as  part  or  parts  of  tho  said  Constitution, 
namely : 

"Ariicle — .  Evsry  State,  wUereiu  slavery  luiw  exists, 


which  shall  abolish  the  same  therein,  at  any  time,  or  times, 
before  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
tliousand  nine  hundred,  shall  receive  compensation  from 
the  United  States,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  deliver  to  every 
such  State  bonds  of   the  United  States,  bearing  interest 

at  tho  rate  of per  cent,  per  annum,  to  an  amount 

equal  to  the  aggregate  sum  of for  each  slave  shown 

to  have  been  therein  by  the  eighth  census  of  the  United 
States,  said  bonds  to  be  delivered  to  such  States  by  instal- 
ments, or  in  one  parcel,  at  the  completion  of  the  abolish- 
ment, accordingly  as  the  same  shall  have  been  gj-adual,  or 
at  one  time,  within  such  State;  and  interest  shall  begin  to 
run  upon  any  such  bond  only  from  the  proper  time  of  it<j 
delivery  as  aforesaid.  Any  State  having  received  bonds  aa 
aforesaid,  and  afterwards  reintroducing  or  tolerating  slavery 
therein,  shall  refund  to  the  United  States  the  bonds  so  re- 
ceived, or  the  value  thereof,  and  all  interest  paid  thereon. 

"Article — .  All  slaves  who  shall  have  enjoyed  actual 
freedom  by  the  chances  of  the  war  at  any  time  before  the 
end  of  the  rebellion,  shall  be  forever  free;  but  all  owners 
of  such,  who  shall  not  have  been  disloyal,  shall  be  compen- 
sated for  them,  at  the  same  rates  as  is  prorided  for  States 
adopting  abohshment  of  slavery,  but  in  such  way  that  no 
slave  shall  be  twice  accounted  for. 

"  Article  — .  Congress  may  appropriate  money  and  oth- 
erwise provide  for  colonizing  free  colored  persons,  with 
their  own  consent,  at  any  place  or  places  without  the  United 
States." 

I  beg  indulgence  to  discuss  these  proposed 
articles  at  some  length.  Without  slavery  the 
rebellion  could  never  have  existed;  without 
slavery  it  could  not  continue. 

Among  the  friends  of  the  Union  there  is  great 
diversity  of  sentiment  and  of  policy  in  regard  to 
slavery,  and  the  African  race  among  us.  Some 
would  perpetuate  slavery  ;  some  would  abolish 
it  suddenly,  and  without  compensation  ;  some 
would  abolish  it  gradually,  and  with  compensa- 
tion ;  some  would  remove  the  freed  people  from 
us,  and  some  would  retain  them  with  us  ;  and 
there  are  yet  other  minor  diversities.  Because 
of  these  diversities,  we  waste  much  strength  in 
struggles  among  ourselves.  By  mutual  conces- 
sion we  should  harmonize  and  act  together. 
This  would  be  compromise ;  but  it  would  be 
compromise  among  the  friends,  and  not  with  the 
enemies  of  the  Union.  These  articles  are  in- 
tended to  embody  a  plan  of  such  mutual  con- 
cessions. If  the  plan  shall  be  adopted,  it  ia 
assumed  that  emancipation  will  follow,  at  least, 
in  several  of  the  States. 

As  to  the  first  article,  the  main  points  are : 
first,  the  emancipation  ;  secondly,  the  length  of 
time  for  consummating  it — thirty-seven  years  ; 
and,  thirdly,  the  compensation. 

The  emancipation  will  be  unsatisfactory  to 
the  advocates  of  perpetual  slavery ;  but  the 
length  of  time  should  greatly  mitigate  their  dis- 
satisfaction. The  time  spares  both  races  from 
the  evils  of  suddea  derangement — in  fact,  from 
the  necessity  of  any  derangement — while  most 
of  those  whose  habitual  course  of  thought  will 
be  disturbed  by  the  measure  will  have  passed 
away  before  its  consummation.  They  will  never 
see  it.  Another  class  will  bail  the  prospect  of 
emancipation,  but  will  deprecate  the  length  of 
time  They  will  feel  that  it  gives  too  little  to 
the  now  living  slaves.  But  it  really  gives  them 
much.  It  saves  them  from  the  vagrant  desti- 
tution which  must  largely  attend  immediate 
emancipation  in  localities  where  their  uumbera 
ire  very  great ;  and  it  gives  the  inspiring  as- 
surance that  their  posterity  shall  be  free  for- 
ever. The  plan  leaves  to  each  State,  choosing 
to  act  under  it,  to  abolish  slavery  now  or  at  the 
end  of  the  century  or  at  any  intermediate  time 
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or  by  degrees,  extending  over  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  period  ;  and  it  ob  iges  no  two  States 
to  proceed  alike.  It  also  provides  for  compen- 
sation, and  generally,  the  mode  of  making  it. 
This,  it  would  seem,  must  further  mitigate  the 
dissatisfaction  of  those  who  favor  perpetual 
slavery,  and  especially  of  those  who  are  to  re- 
ceive the  I'^mpensation.  Doubtless  some  of 
those  who  are  to  pay,  and  not  to  receive,  will 
object.  Yet  the  measure  is  both  just  and 
economical.  In  a  certain  sense,  the  liberation 
of  slaves  is  the  destruction  of  property — pro- 
perty acquired  by  descent,  or  by  purchase,  the 
same  as  any  other  property.  It  is  no  less  true 
for  having  been  often  said,  that  the  people  of 
the  South  are  not  more  responsible  for  the  ori- 
ginal introduction  of  this  property  than  are  the 
people  of  the  North  ;  and  when  it  is  remem- 
bered how  unhesitatingly  we  all  use  cotton  and 
sugar,  and  share  the  profits  of  dealing  in  them, 
it  may  not  be  quite  safe  to  say  that  the  South 
has  been  more  responsible  than  the  North  for 
its  continuance.  If,  then,  for  a  common  object, 
this  property  is  to  be  sacrificed,  is  it  not  just 
that  it  be  done  at  a  common  charge? 

And  if,  with  less  money,  or  money  more 
easily  paid,  we  can  preserve  the  benefits  of  the 
Union  by  this  means  than  we  can  by  the  war 
alone,  is  it  not  also  economical  to  do  it  ?  Let 
as  consider  it  then.  Let  us  ascertain  the  sum 
we  have  expended  in  the  war  since  compensa- 
ted emancipation  was  proposed  last  March,  and 
consider  whether,  if  that  measure  bad  been 
promptly  accepted,  by  even  some  of  the  slave 
States,  the  same  sum  would  not  have  done  more 
to  close  the  war  than  has  been  otherwise  done. 
If  so,  the  measure  would  save  money,  and,  in 
that  view,  would  be  a  prudent  and  economical 
measure.  Certainly  it  is  not  so  easy  to  pay 
something  as  it  is  to  Tpajnothinff  ;  but  it  is  easier 
to  pay  a  large  sum  than  it  is  to  pay  a  larger 
one.  And  it  is  easier  to  pay  any  sum  when  we 
are  able,  than  it  is  to  pay  it  before  we  are  able. 
The  war  requires  large  sums,  and  requires 
them  at  once.  The  agf^regate  sum  necessary 
for  compensated  emancipation  of  course  would 
be  large.  But  it  would  require  no  ready  cash, 
nor  the  bonds,  even,  any  faster  than  the  eman- 
cipation progresses.  This  might  not,  and  pro- 
bably would  not,  close  before  the  end  of  the 
thirty-seven  years.  At  that  time  we  shall 
probably  have  a  hundred  million  people  to 
share  the  burden,  instead  of  thirty-one  mil- 
lions, as  now.  And  not  only  so,  but  the  in- 
crease of  our  population  may  be  expected  to 
continue  for  a  long  time  after  that  period  as 
rapidly  as  before ;  because  our  territory  will 
not  have  become  full.  I  do  not  state  this  in- 
considerately. At  the  same  ratio  of  increase 
which  we  have  maintained,  on  an  average,  from 
our  first  national  census  in  1790,  until  that  of 
1860,  we  should,  in  1900,  have  a  population  of 
103,208,415.  And  why  may  we  not  continue 
that  ratio  far  beyond  that  period?  Our  abun- 
dant room — our  broad  national  homestead — is 
our  ample  resource.  Were  our  territory  as  limited 
as  are  the  British  Isles,  very  certainly  our  popu- 
lation could  not  expand  as  stated.  Instead  of  re- 
ceiving the  foreign  born,  as  now,  we  should  be 
compelled  to  send  paft  oi  the  native  born  away. 


But  such  is  not  our  condition.  We  have  two 
million  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand 
square  miles.  Europe  has  three  million  and 
eight  hundred  thousand,  with  a  population 
averaging  seventy-three  and  one  third  persona 
to  the  square  mile.  Why  may  not  our  country, 
at  some  lime,  average  as  many?  Is  it  less 
fertile?  Has  it  more  waste  surface,  by  moun- 
tains, rivers,  lakes,  deserts,  or  other  causes  ? 
Is  it  inferior  to  Europe  in  any  natural  advan- 
tage ?  If,  then,  we  are  at  some  time  to  be  as 
populous  as  Europe,  how  soon  ?  As  to  when 
this  mag  be,  we  can  judge  by  the  past  and  the 
present;  as  to  when  it  will  be,  if  ever,  depends 
much  on  whether  we  maintain  the  Union.  Sev- 
eral of  our  States  are  already  above  the  average 
of  Europe — seventy-three  and  a  third  to  the 
square  mile.  Massachusetts  has  157  ;  Rhode 
Island,  133;  Connecticut,  99;  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  each,  80.  Also  two  other  great 
States,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  are  not  far  below, 
the  former  having  63  and  the  latter  59.  The 
States  already  above  the  European  average,  ex- 
cept New  York,  have  increased  in  as  vapid  a 
ratio,  since  passing  that  point,  as  ever  before  ; 
while  no  one  of  them  is  equal  to  some  other 
parts  of  our  country  in  natural  capacity  for 
sustaining  a  dense  population. 

Taking  the  nation  in  the  aggregate,  and  we 
find  its  population  and  ratio  of  increase,  for  the 
several  decennial  periods,  to  be  as  follows  : 

1790 3,929,827 

1800 6,305,937  35.02  per  Cent,  ratio  of  increase. 

1810 7,2.S9.814  3U.45   "         " 

1820 9,(i38.131  33.13   " 

1830 12,866,020  33.49   "        " 

1840 17,069,453  32.67   "        " 

1850 23,191.876  35.87   "        " 

1860 31,443,790  35.58   «        « 

This  shows  an  average  decennial  increase  of 
34  69  per  cent,  in  population  through  the  sev- 
enty years  from  our  first  to  our  last  census  yet 
taken.  It  is  seen  that  the  ratio  of  increase,  at 
no  one  of  these  seven  periods,  is  either  two  per 
cent,  below  or  two  per  cent,  above  the  average; 
thus  showing  how  inflexible,  and,  consequently, 
how  reliable,  the  law  of  increase,  in  our  case, 
is.  Assuming  that  it  will  continue,  gives  the 
following  results  : 

1870 42,323,341 

1880 56,!)67,216 

1890 76,677,872 

1900 103,208,415 

1910 138,918,5':6 

1920 186,984,335 

1930 „ 251,t80,914 

These  figures  show  that  our  country  mag  be 
as  populous  as  Europe  now  is  at  some  point 
between  1920  and  1930 — say  about  1925 — our 
territory,  at  seventy-three  and  a  third  persona 
to  the  square  mile,  being  of  capacity  to  contain 
217,186,000. 

And  we  tvill  reach  this,  too,  if  we  do  not 
ourselves  relinquish  the  chance  by  the  folly 
and  evils  of  disunion,  or  by  long  and  exhaust- 
ing war  springing  from  the  only  great  element 
of  national  discord  among  us.  While  it  can- 
not be  foreseen  exactly  how  much  one  huge 
example  of  secession,  breeding  lesser  ones  in- 
definitely, would  retard  population,  civiliza- 
tion, and  prosperity,  no  one  can  doubt  that  the. 
extent  of  it  would  be  very  great  and  injurious. 

The  proposed  emancipation   would  shorteni 


EMANCIPATION. 


223 


the  war.  perpetuate  peace,  insui'e  this  increase 
of  populaiioa,  and  proijortiouatelj  the  wea  th 
of  the  country.  With  these,  we  should  pay 
all  the  emancipation  wou  d  cost,  together  with 
our  other  debt,  easier  than  we  should  pay  our 
other  debt  without  it.  If  we  had  allowed  our 
old  national  debt  to  run  at  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  simple  interest,  from  the  end  of  our 
revolutionary  struggle  until  to-day,  without 
paying  anything  on  either  principal  or  intere-t, 
each  man  of  us  would  owe  less  ujion  that  debt 
now  than  each  man  owed  upon  it  then  ;  and 
this  because  our  increase  of  men  through  the 
whole  period  has  been  greater  than  six  per 
cent.;  has  run  faster  than  the  interest  upon  the 
debt.  Thus,  time  alone  relieves  a  debtor  na- 
tion, so  long  as  its  population  increases  faster 
than  unpaid  interest  accumulatei  on  its  debt. 

This  fact  would  be  no  excuse  for  delaying 
payment  of  what  is  justly  due ;  but  it  shows 
the  great  importance  of  time  in  this  connec- 
tion— the  great  advantage  of  a  policy  by  which 
we  shall  not  have  to  pay  until  we  number  a 
hundred  millions,  what,  by  a  different  policy, 
we  would  have  to  pay  now,  when  we  number 
but  thirty-one  millions.  In  a  word,  it  shows 
that  a  dollar  will  be  much  harder  to  pay  for 
the  war  than  will  be  a  dollar  for  emancipation 
on  the  proposed  plan.  And  then  the  latter  will 
cost  no  blood,  no  precious  life.  It  will  be  a 
saving  of  both. 

As  to  the  second  article,  I  think  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  return  to  bondage  the  class  of 
persons  therein  contemplated.  Some  of  them, 
doubtless,  in  the  property  sense,  belong  to  loyal 
owners,  and  hence  provision  is  made  in  this  ar- 
ticle for  compensating  such. 

The  third  article  relates  to  the  future  of  the 
freed  people.  It  does  not  oblige,  but  merely 
authorizes,  Congress  to  aid  in  colonizing  such 
as  may  consent.  This  ought  not  to  be  regarded 
as  objectionable  on  the  one  hand  or  on  the  other, 
insomuch  as  it  comes  to  nothing,  unless  by  the 
mutual  consent  of  the  people  to  be  deported, 
and  the  American  voters,  through  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress. 

I  cannot  make  it  better  known  than  it  already 
is,  that  I  strongly  favor  colonization.  And  yet 
I  wish  to  say  there  is  an  objection  urged  against 
free  colored  persons  remaining  in-  the  country 
which  is  largely  imaginary,  if  not  sometimes 
malicious. 

It  is  insisted  that  their  presence  would  in- 
jure and  displace  white  labor  and  white  la- 
borers. If  there  ever  could  be  a  proper  time 
for  mere  catch  arguments,  that  time  surely  is 
not  now.  In  times  like  the  present  men  should 
utter  nothing  for  which  they  would  not  will- 
ingly be  responsible  through  time  and  in  eter- 
nity. Is  it  true,  then,  that  colored  people  c  'U 
displace  any  more  white  labor  by  being  free  than 
by  remaining  slaves  ?  If  they  stay  in  their  old 
places,  they  jostle  no  white  laborers;  if  they 
leave  their  old  places,  they  leave  them  open  to 
white  laborers.  Logically,  there  is  neither  more 
nor  less  of  it.  Emancipation,  even  without  de- 
portation, would  probably  enhance  the  wages  of 
white  labor,  and,  very  surely  would  not  reduce 
them.  Thus,  the  customary  amount  of  labor 
would  still  have  to  be  performed ;  the  freed  peo- 


ple would  surely  not  do  more  than  their  old  pro- 
portion of  it,  and,  very  probably,  for  a  time  would 
do  less,  leaving  an  increased  part  to  white  la- 
borers, bring  their  labor  into  greater  demand, 
and  consequently  enhancing  the  wages  of  it. 
With  deportation,  even  to  a  limited  extent,  en- 
hanced wages  to  white  labor  is  mathematically 
certain.  Labor  is  like  any  other  commodity  in 
the  market — increase  the  demand  for  it  and 
you  increase  the  price  of  it.  Reduce  the  sup- 
ply of  black  labor  by  colonizing  the  black  la- 
borer out  of  the  country,  and  by  precisely  so 
much  you  increase  the  demand  for  and  wages 
of  white  labor. 

But  it  is  dreaded  that  the  freed  people  will 
swarm  forth,  and  cover  the  whole  land  ?  Are 
they  not  already  in  the  land?  Will  liberatiop 
make  them  any  more  numerous  ?  Equally  dis- 
tributed among  the  whites  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  there  would  be  but  one  colored  to  seven 
whites.  Could  the  one,  in  any  way,  greatly 
disturb  the  seven  ?  There  are  many  communi- 
ties now,  having  more  than  one  free  colored 
p  rson  to  seven  whites  ;  and  this,  without  any 
apparent  consciousness  of  evil  from  it.  The 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  States  of  Mary- 
land and  Delaware,  are  all  in  this  condition. 
The  District  has  more  than  one  free  colored  to 
six  whites;  and  yet,  in  its  frequent  petitions 
to  Congress,  I  believe  it  has  never  presented  the 
presence  of  free  colored  persons  as  one  of  its 
grievances.  But  why  should  emancipation 
south,  send  the  freed  people  north?  People,  of 
any  color,  seldom  run,  unless  there  be  some- 
thing to  run  from.  Heretofore  colored  people, 
to  some  extent,  have  fled  north  from  bondage, 
and  now,  perhaps,  from  both  bondage  and  des- 
titution. But  if  gradual  emancipation  and  de- 
portation be  adopted,  they  will  have  neither  to 
flee  from.  Their  old  masters  will  give  them 
wages  at  least  until  new  laborers  can  be  pro- 
cured ;  aud  the  freed  men,  in  turn,  will  gladly 
give  their  labor  for  the  wages,  till  new  homes 
can  be  found  for  them,  in  congenial  climes,  and 
with  people  of  their  own  blood  and  race.  This 
proposition  can  be  trusted  on  the  mutual  inter- 
ests involved.  And,  in  any  event,  cannot  the 
North  decide  for  itself,  whether  to  receive  them? 

Again,  as  practice  proves  more  than  theory, 
in  any  case,  has  there  been  any  irruption  of 
colored  people  northward  because  of  the  abo- 
lishment of  slavery  in  this  District  last  spring  ? 

What  I  have  said  of  the  proportion  of  free 
colored  persons  to  the  whites  in  the  District  is 
from  the  census  of  1860,  having  no  reference  to 
persons  called  contrabands,  nor  to  those  made 
free  by  the  act  of  Congress  abolishing  slavery 
here. 

The  plan  consisting  of  these  articles  is  recom- 
mended, not  but  that  a  restoration  of  the  na- 
tional authority  would  be  accepted  without  its 
adoption. 

Nor  will  the  war,  nor  proceedings  under  the 
proclamation  of  September  22,  1862.  be  stayed 
because  of  the  recommendation  oi  this  plan.  Its 
timely  adoption,  I  doubt  not,  would  bring  res- 
toration, and  thereby  stay  both. 

And,  notwithstanding  this  plan,  the  recom- 
mendation that  Congress  pi'ovide  by  law  for 
compensating  any  State  which  may  adopt  eman- 
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cipation  before  this  plan  shall  have  been  acted 
upon  is  hereby  earnestly  renewed.  Such  would 
be  only  an  advance  part  of  the  plan,  and  the 
same  arguments  apply  to  both. 

This  plan  is  recommended  as  a  means,  not  in 
exclusion  of  but  additional  to  all  others  for 
restoring  and  preserving  the  national  author- 
ity throughout  the  Union.  The  subject  is  pre- 
sented exclusively  in  its  economical  aspect. 
The  plan  would,  I  am  confident,  secure  peace 
more  speedily,  and  maintain  it  more  perma- 
nently, than  can  be  done  by  force  alone  ;  while 
all  it  would  cost,  considering  amounts,  and 
manner  of  payment,  and  times  of  payment, 
would  be  easier  paid  than  will  be  the  additional 
cost  of  the  war,  if  we  rely  solely  upon  force. 
It  is  much,  very  much,  that  it  would  cost  no 
blood  at  all. 

The  plan  is  proposed  as  permanent  consti- 
tutional law.  It  cannot  become  such  without 
the  concurrence  of,  first,  two  thirds  of  Con- 
gress, and  afterwards,  three  fourths  of  the 
States.  The  requisite  three  fourths  of  the 
States  will  necessarily  include  seven  of  the 
slave  States.  Their  concurrence,  if  obtained, 
will  give  assurance  of  their  severally  adopting 
emancipation  at  no  very  distant  day  upou  the 
the  new  constitutional  terms.  This  assurance 
would  end  the  struggle  now,  and  save  the  Union 
forever. 

I  do  not  forget  the  gravity  which  should 
chai'acterize  a  paper  addressed  to  the  Congress 
of  the  nation  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
nation.  Nor  do  I  forget  that  some  of  you  are 
my  seniors,  nor  that  many  of  you  have  more 
experience  than  I  in  the  conduct  of  public 
affairs.  Yet  I  trust  that  in  view  of  the  great 
responsibility  resting  upon  me,  you  will  per- 
ceive no  want  of  respect  to  yourselves  in  any 
undue  earnestness  I  may  seem  to  display. 

Is  it  doubted,  then,  that  the  p^an  I  propose, 
if  adopted,  would  shorten  the  war,  and  thus 
lessen  its  expenditure  of  money  and  of  blood? 
Is  it  doubted  that  it  would  restore  the  national 
authority  and  national  prosperity,  and  perpet- 
uate both  indefinitely  ?  Is  it  doubted  that  we 
here — Congress  and  Executive — can  secure  its 
adoption?  Will  not  the  good  people  respond 
to  a  united  and  earnest  appeal  from  us  ?  Can 
we,  can  they,  by  any  other  means  so  certainly 
or  so  speedily  assure  these  vital  objects?  We 
can  succeed  only  by  concert.  It  is  not  "  can 
any  of  us  imagine  better  ?"  but  "  can  we  all  do 
better?"  Object  whatsoever  is  possible,  still 
the  question  recurs  "can  we  do  better?"  The 
dogmas  of  the  quiet  past  are  inadequate  to  the 
sto'rmy  present.  The  occasion  is  piled  high 
with  difficulty,  and  we  must  rise  with  the  oc- 
casion. As  our  case  is  new,  so  we  must  think 
anew  and  act  anew.  We  must  disenthrall  our- 
selves, and  then  we  shall  save  our  country. 

Fellow-citizens,  w»  cannot  escape  history. 
We,  of  this  Congress  and  this  Administration, 
will  be  remembered  in  spite  of  ourselves.  No 
personal  significance,  or  insignificance,  can 
Bpare  one  or  another  of  us.  The  fiery  trial 
through  which  we  pass  will  light  us  down,  in 
honor  or  dishonor,  to  the  latest  generation. 
We  satj  we  ate  for  the  Union.  The  wor'd  will 
not  forget  that  we  say  this.     We  know  how  to 


save  the  Union.  The  world  knows  we  do  know 
how  to  save  it.  We — even  we  here — hold  the 
power  and  bear  the  responsibility.  In  giving 
freedom  to  the  slave  we  assure  freedom  to  the 
free — honorable  alike  in  what  we  give  and  what 
we  preserve.  We  shall  nobly  save,  or  meanly 
lose,  the  last,  best  hope  of  earth.  Other  means 
may  succeed  ;  this  could  not  fail.  The  way  is 
plain,  peaceful,  generous,  just — a  way  which, 
if  followed,  the  world  will  forever  applaud, 
and  God  must  forever  bless. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

COMPENSATED  EMANCIPATION    IN    MISSOURI.* 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 
1863,  Jan.  6 — Mr.  Noell,  of  Missouri,  from 
the  Select  Committee,  reported  a  bill,  providing 
that  the  following  propositions  be  submitted  to 
the  State  of  Missouri  to  be  accepted  or  rejected 
by  the  Legislature  or  people  thereof: 

1.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  -will,  upon  the 
pilssage  by  said  State  of  a  good  and  valid  act  of  eiacmciija- 
tiouof  all  the  slaves  therein,  to  take  etfect  within  the  period 
hereinafter  named,  and  to  be  irrepealable  unless  by  the 
consent  of  the  United  States,  apply  the  sum  of  $10,000,000, 
in  United  States  bonds,  redeemable  in  thirty  years  from 
their  date,  !vnd  bearing  interest,  payable  semi-annually,  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  to  the  loyal  owners  of  such  slaves  in  Siiid  State  a  just 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  such  slaves; 
the  siiid  bonds  to  be  prejjared  and  issued  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasiu-y,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  he 
may  prescribe  to  make  effective  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

2.  That  in  the  event  of  the  adoption  by  the  Siiid  State  of 
abolishment  of  slavery  therein,  as  hereinbefore  provided, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  employ  all  rea- 
sonable means  for  the  deportation  of  such  of  said  emanci- 
pated slaves,  and  for  their  settlement  or  colonization  in 
some  place  outside  of  the  United  States,  as  may  consent 
thereto,  so  soon  as  and  whenever  proper  negotiations  can 
be  made  with  any  country  for  such  settlement  or  coloniza- 
tion in  a  congenial  climate,  or  within  a  reasonable  time 
thereafter. 

The  semi-annual  interest  to  be  payable,  and  the  bonds  re- 
deemable out  of  moneys  to  be  hereafter  appropriated  by 
Conpiess,  and  to  be  reimbursed  to  the  United  States  Treas- 
ury from  the  property  of  rebels  confiscated,  and  no  part  of 
the  money  to  be  paid  to  persons  who  have,  at  any  time 
engaged  in  or  in  any  manner  aided  in  the  rebellion,  or  held 
oflice  under  the  Confederate  States,  &c.  The  bonds  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Governor  of  Missom-i  when  the  President 
shall  be  satisfied  that  a  valid  act  of  immediate  emancipa- 
tion shall  have  been  passed  by  the  Legislature,  irrepealable 
without  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  and  within  one 
year  from  Jan.  1, 1863. 

Mr.  HoLMAN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  ;  whict  was  lost — yeas  42,  nays  '73. 

An  unimportant  amendment  was  made,  wlien 
Mr.  Pendleton  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  ;  which  was  lost — yeas  44,  nays  72. 

Mr.  Cravens  then  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ ;  which  was  lost — yeas  19,  nays  82. 

When  the  bill  passed — yeas  83,  nays  50,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baker,  B;ix- 
ter,  Bingham,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blake,  Buftinton,  Eurnham, 
Campbell,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conk- 
ling,  Eoscoe  Conkling,  Covode,  Duell,  Edgerton,  Edwards, 
Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Samuel  C.Fessendcn,  Thomas  A.  1).  Fes- 
senden,  Fisher,  Franchot,  Gooch,  Goodwin.  Hale,  Harrison, 
Hickman,  Hooper,  Horton,  Hutohins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Fran- 
cis W.  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Lehman,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low, 
McKean,  Mc  Knight,  McPherson,  Maynard,  Moorhead,  Anson 
P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  NoeJl,  Oliii,  Patton,  Timothy 
O.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Alexamler  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins.  James  S.  BoJlins.  Sargent,  Sedg- 
wick, Shaidis,  Sheffifld,  Shellaliarger,  Sherman,  Spaulding, 
Stevens,  Benjiunin  F.  Thomas,  Train,  Tro wbridge,Van  Horn, 


*  See  resolutions  of  Convention,  supra. 
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Van  Talkenburgh,"Verreo,  Walker,  'Wall,'Wallace,'Wlieoler, 

Albert  S.  White,  Windom,  Worcester — S3. 

Nays — Messrs.  William  Allen,  Ancfma,  Baily,  BiiMle,  Cal- 
Cfrt, Clements,  Cohb,  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens,  Cri}te7i(len,J)a,vis, 
Dunlajj, Dunn, Granger,  Grider,  Jlaif/ht,  Hall,  Harding,  Hul- 
man,  Johnsfm,  WiUiam  Kellogg,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law, 
Mallory,  Memien,  Morris,  Norton,  Odcll,  I'endleton,  Perm, 
Porter,  Price,  Sliiel,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William-  G.  SteAe., 
Stiks,  Stratton,  Trimble,  Vallandigluim,  Vourhees,  Wadsworth, 
TFard,  Webster,  Wickliffe,  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodruff— bO. 

IN  SENATE. 
JanuaTy  14 — Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  substitute  as 
follows  : 

That  whenever  satisfactory  evidence  shall  be  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  that  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri has  adopted  a  valid  and  constitutional  law,  ordinance, 
or  other  iirovision  for  the  gradual  or  immediate  emancipa- 
tion of  all  the  slaves  therein,  and  the  exclusion  of  slavery 
forever  thereafter  from  said  State,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
prepare  and  deliver  to  the  Governor  of  said  State,  as  here- 
inafter provided,  to  be  used  by  said  State  to  compensate  for 
the  inconveniences  produced  by  such  change  of  system, 
bonds  of  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  $::0,000,000,  the 
same  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  percent,  per  annum, 
and  payable  thirty  years  after  the  date  thereof:  Provided, 
That  the  said  bonds  shall  not  be  delivered  as  herein  di- 
rected unless  the  act  of  emancipation  sliall  be  adopted  by 
Baid  State  within  twelve  months  after  tlio  passage  of  this 
act,  nor  unless  said  act  shall  provide  that  slavery  or  invol- 
untary servitude  within  said  State,  except  in  punishment 
of  crime,  shal  1  forever  cease  and  determine  on  some  day  not 
later  than  the  4th  day  of  July,  1S76,  and  never  afterwards 
be  introduced  therein:  Anel  presided  Jurtlier,  That  said 
bonds  in  theii'  aggregate  amount  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  S300  for  each  slave  emancipated  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  and  the  act  of  emancipation  to  be  passed  in  the 
State  of  Missouri  in  pursuance  thereof,  not  incluffing  any 
slave  who  shall  be  introduced  into  said  State  subsequently 
to  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  has  been  emancipated  or  shall 
become  Iree  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to 
seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  Jijly  17, 1862. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  in  the  event  of 
the  adoption  by  said  State  of  an  act  or  ordinance  for  the 
aliolition  of  slavery  therein,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  tho 
President  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  tliey  may  be  re- 
quired, cause  bonds  to  bo  prepared  and  delivered,  as  afore- 
said, in  such  amounts  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  for  each 
slave  made  free  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the 
act  to  be  passed  by  the  State  of  Missouri  in  pursuance 
thereof,  not  to  exceed  an  average  of  $300;  said  bonds  to  be 
delivered  only  as  said  slaves  are  made  free,  and  in  the  ag- 
gregate not  to  exceed  $20,000,000;  and  not  to  exceed 
$10^)00,000,  unless  the  law  or  act  of  emancipation  to  be 
adopted  by  said  State  shall  provide  for  the  full  and  perfect 
manumission  of  all  the  slaves  therein  on  or  before  the  4th 
day  of  July,  A.  D.  1865,  and  the  future  exclusion  of  the 
system  of  slavery  from  the  State  forever  thereafter. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  upon  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  by  said  State  referring  to  this  act,  accepting 
its  provisions  and  adopting  laws  for  the  ultimate  extinction 
of  slavery  therein,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
said  State  will  be  pledged  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the 
compact  thus  created :  Provirled,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained sliall  prevent  the  State  from  making  at  any  timo 
such  alterations  or  amendments  in  its  emancipation  laws 
as  do  not  conflict  with  this  act,  or  such  as  shall  only  de- 
crease the  time  during  which  slavery  may  exist  in  the  said 
Btate. 

Feb.  7 — Mr.  Wilson,  of  Missouri,  offered  the 
followinsf  amendment: 

That  the  said  bonds  shall  not  be  delivered  as  herein  di- 
rected unless  the  act  of  emancipation  shall  be  adopted  by 
said  State  within  three  years  after  tho  passage  of  this  act. 

Striking  out  "twelve  months"  and  inserting 
«•  three  years  ;"  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas 
8,  nays  27,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carlile,  Davis,  Kenned;/,  Nesmith,  Powell, 
Richardson,  Wcdl,  Wilsrm  of  Missouri — 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
nier,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Toot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hicks,  King,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Willey,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts 
—27. 
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Mr.  Wilson,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  provision  limiting  the  amount  to  be  paid 
for  each  slave,  as  follows  : 

And  provided  further.  That  said  bonds  in  their  aggregate 
amount  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $300  for  each  slave 
emancipated  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  and  the  act  of 
emancipation  to  be  passed  by  the  State  of  Missom-i  in  pur- 
suance thereof. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  9,  nays  27,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Davis,  Kennedy,  Latham,  Nesmith,  PoweU, 
Pice,  Wall,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collar 
mer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hicks,  King,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sun>- 
ner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts 
—27. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
section  the  words  "not  to  exceed  $20,000,000," 
and  insert  "  $11,000,000  ;"  which  was  disagreed 
to — yeas  13,  nays  22,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer,  Davis,  Fessenden, 
Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nesmith,  Pow- 
ell, Pice,  Wall— IS. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Dixon,  Doo- 
little, Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  King,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull. 
Wade,  Willey,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of 
Missouri — 22. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Missouri,  oifered  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  pait  of  the  bonds 
herein  specified  shall  be  delivered  until  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature or  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri providing  for  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  said 
State  sliall  be  submitted  toa  vote  of  the  people  and  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  said  State. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  13,  nays  27,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carlile,  Davis,  Hardinrj,  Kennedy,  Nesmith, 
Powell,  Rice,  RichaTdsim,  Saulshury,  Turpie,  Wall,  Willey, 
Wilson  of  Missouri — 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
mer, Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Har- 
lan, Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts 
—27. 

Mr.  SoMNER  offered  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  "  seventy-six,"  in  the  first  section,  and  in- 
sert "sixty-four," making  the  act  to  take  effect 
on  the  4th  of  July,  18G4  ;  which  was  disagreed 
to — yeas  11,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Lane  of  Indi- 
ana, Lane  of  Kansas,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wil- 
mot, Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Harding,  Harris,  Hen- 
derson, Howard,  Howe,  King,  Latham,  Morrill,  Nesmith, 
Powell.  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wall,  Willey,  'fViU 
son  of  Missouri — 26. 

February  12 — Mr.  Sumner  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment : 

That  said  bonds,  in  their  aggregate  amount,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  $200  for  each  slave  emancipated. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  19,  nays  17,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer,  Fessenden,  Grimes, 
Harlan,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Pomeroy,  Rice,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Truujbull,  Wade,  Wilkin- 
son, Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Foster,  IlaA-is,  Henderson,  Hicks,  Howard,  Latham,  Mo 
Dmigall,  Morrill,  Ricliardson,  Ten  Eyck,  Wall,  Wilson  of 
Missouri — 17. 

Mr.  Sumner  offered  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  of  the  first  section  the  word  *•  gradual," 
making  the  operation  of  emancipation  imme- 
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diate  ;  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  11,  nays 
27,  as  follows : 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Carlik,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Tessenden, 
Grimes,  Harlan,  Lano  of  Kansas,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Wade, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthouy,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Do(jlittle,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hicks,  Howard, 
Howe,  Kini,',  Li'thmn,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Kp.smith,  Powell, 
Rice,  Richardson,  Sherman,  Ten  £yck,  Trumbull,  Wilkin- 
son, Wilmot,  WiUon  of  Mibsouri — 27. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  then  passed  the  Senate 
— yeas  23,  nays  18,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer, Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson, 
Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts — 23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Fessenden,  Grimes, 
Harding,  Kennedy,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Latham,  McDougall, 
Ncsmith,  Powell,  Richardson,  Saulsbury,  TenEyck,  Turpie, 
Wall,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 18. 

February  18 — The  bill  was  considered  in  the 
Hoiise  of  Representatives,  and  recommitted  to 
the  Select  Committee — yeas  81,  nays  51. 

February  25 — The  committee  reported  back 
the  bill,  but  it  was  not  again  considered  by  the 
House. 

March  3 — Mr.  White,  of  Indiana,  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  take  it  up,  but  the  motion 
was  lost — yeas  62,  nays  57,  (two  thirds  being 
required.) 

COMPENSATED    EMANCIPATION    IN    MARYLAND. 

1863,  January  12 — Air.  Francis  Thomas  of- 
fered the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Emancipation  and  Colo- 
nization be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  aid  the  State  of  Maryland  in  a 
system  of  emancipation  and  colonization  of  persons  of  color, 
inhabitants  of  said  State. 

January  19 — Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  intro- 
duced a  bill  giving  aid  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  abolish- 
ment of  slavery  in  said  State. 

February  25 — Mr.  White,  of  Indiana,  report- 
ed back  the  bill  with  amendments.  The  bill 
appropriated  $10,000,000,  upon  the  passage  of 
an  emancipation  bill,  to  take  effect  within  two 
years  from  Jan.  1,  1863,  upon  substantially  the 
terms  set  forth  in  the  Missouri  bill,  as  passed 
by  the  House. 

After  some  debate,  the  bill  was  re-committed 
to  the  Select  Committee  by  a  vote  of — yeas  75, 
nays  55,  as  follows  : 

Ye.as — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baker,  Beaman,  Bingham,  .lacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair, 
Blake,  William  G.  Brown,  Buffinton,  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chamlierlain,  Clark,  Clements,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conk- 
ling,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Diven,  Ed- 
gerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Elj',  Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fessenden, 
'ihomas  A.  D.  Fessenden,  Fishor,  Flanders,  Frank,  Gooch, 
Gurley,  Hahn,  Hutchins,  Kelley,  Lansing,  Leary,  Leliman, 
Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low,  Mclndoe,  McKean,  McKnight,  May- 
nard.  Slitchell,  Moorhead,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Pendle- 
t  .n,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pomeroy,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John 
H.  Rice,  Kiddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick, 
Slieffidd,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Stevens,  Francis  Thomas, 
Troworidge,  Verree,  Walker,  Wallace,  Albert  S.  White, 
Wilson,  Windom — 75. 

Nats — Messrs.  William,  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Biddle,  Cah-n-t,  Conway,  Cox,  Cravens,  Criffield,  Delano, 
Dunlap,  Dunn,  Fouke,  Granger,  Haight,  Hale,  Hall,  Hard- 
ing, Harrison,  Holman,  Johnson,  Kemgan,  Knapp,  Law, 
Lazear,  McPherson,  Mallory,  May,  Menries,  Morris,  Noble, 
Jfbrton,  Nugen,  Perry,  Porter,  Price,  Rol/inson,  James  S. 
Rollins,  Segar,  Smith,  John  IS.  Sleel-e,  William  G.  Sto'le, 
Stiles,  Benjamin  F.  Thoma.s,  Ti-ain,  Trimble,  Vallundigham, 
Wudsworih,  Ward,  Webster,  Wicklijje,  Wood,  Woodruff, 
Worcester,  YcamarC — 55. 

It  was  not  again  reached. 


EMANCIPATION  IN  MARYLAND — ITS  DAWNING. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Union  Convention  of 
Baltimore  city.  May  28,  1862,  Mr.  P.  G.  Sauer- 
wein,  from  the  Business  Committee,  reported 
these  resolutions,  which  were  adopted,  seriatim, 
unanimously: 

Whereas,  the  Union  men  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  have 
recently,  by  large  meetings  in  their  respective  wards, 
chosen  this  City  Convention  to  represent  their  political  in- 
terest for  the  ensuing  year,  and  it  is  proper  that  amid  the 
rapid  progress  of  events,  and  in  these  times  of  emergency 
and  peril,  we  should  more  definitely  settle  and  define  our 
position  and  principles  in  the  face  of  the  country  :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  By  the  Union  City  Convention  of  Baltimore,  that 
we  reaftirm  our  unconditional  adhesion  to  the  Cousiituiioa 
and  Government  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  the  National  Government  ought  not  to  lay  down 
its  arms  until  its  authority  shall  be  acknowledged  and 
obeyed  in  every  portion  of  the  national  territory. 

3.  That  the  attempt  to  revive  a  political  organization  un- 
der the  leadership  of  men  who  have,  by  their  votes  and 
speeches,  encouraged  the  rebellion,  or  carped  at  the  neces- 
sary measures  of  the  Government  in  its  hour  of  trial,  or 
failed  to  sympathize  in  the  great  uprising  of  the  people  to 
defend  the  Union,  ought  to  be  discouraged  by  every  true 
yiatriot  as  a  selfish  and  disloyal  effort  to  obta'u  power  in 
the  future  by  conciliating  those  who  are  now  in  flagrant  re- 
bellion. 

4.  That  we  cordially  approve  the  firm  and  vigorous  ef- 
forts of  the  Administration  to  maintain  the  integrity  and 
honor  of  our  country,  to  crush  rebellion,  and  to  anticipate 
and  deleat  the  acts  of  traitors;  and  we  are  fully  persuaded 
that,  so  long  as  the  insurrection  is  ragiiig,leniency  is  wasted 
alike  upon  the  rebels  in  arms,  and  upon  their  malignant 
sympathizers  at  home  ;  and  that  ail  efforts  at  conciliation 
will  prove  unavailing  till  the  Government  shall  have  fully 
denionstfated  its  power. 

5.  That  we  approve  the  wise  and  conservative  policy  pro- 
posed by  the  President  in  his  message  of  the  6ih  March, 
1862,  and  sanctioned  by  Congress,  tendering  pecuniary  aid 
to  such  States  as  may  choose  to  adopt  a  system  of  gradual 
emancipation-,  and  that  it  is  not  only  the  duty  of  the  loyal 
people  of  Maryland  to  meet  the  Government  in  this  en- 
deavor to  relieve  them,  in  the  only  jiractical  way,  from  the 
evils  which  armed  insurrection  has  brought  upon  the  land, 
thus  sustaining  the  Government  as  well  against  the  treason 
of  secession  as  against  the  radical  and  violent  projects  of 
fanatical  abolitionists,  but  that  it  is  likewise  for  the  interest 
of  all  the  people  of  this  State,  more  especially  of  thes  ave- 
owners,  promptly  to  accept  the  aid  thus  tendered,  and  re- 
move from  our  midst  an  institution  which  has  ceased  to  be 
profitable,  and  is  now  injurious  to  our  political  and  material 
interests,  and  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety,  by  inau- 
gurating such  a  plan  of  emancipation  and  colonization  as 
will  be  equitable  to  those  interested,  and  as  will  tend  to 
secure  the  industry  of  the  Stale  to  the  white  labor  of  the 
Suite. 

6.  That  the  Legislature,  at  its  late  session,  in  failing  to 
adopt  stringent  measures  for  the  suppression  of  treason;  in 
failing  to  make  adequate  provision  for  the  families  of  our 
volunteers;  in  failing  to  organize  the  military  of  the  State; 
in  putting  forth  unnecessary  protests  calculated  to  embar- 
rass the  action  of  the  Government  and  throw  doubt  upon 
the  position  of  the  State;  and,  in  neglecting  to  comply  with 
its  constitutional  duty,  to  provide  for  a  vote  on  the  question 
of  a  Constitutional  Convention,  did  not  meet  the  demands 
of  the  crisis,  or  answer  the  just  expectations  ol  the  loyal 
people  of  Maryland. 

Whereas,  the  priucipleofequal  rights  underlies  the  founda- 
tion of  republican  institutions;  and  wherea-s  notwithstand- 
ing the  eight  counties  (this  city  included)  lying  north  of  the 
Sassafras  and  Patapsco  rivers  contain  about  three  fourths 
of  the  white  population  and  wealth  of  this  State,  and  pay 
more  than  three  fourths  of  the  taxes,  yet,  according  to  the 
basis  of  representation  under  the  present  constitution,  the 
southern  counties,  containing  one  fourth  of  the  population 
and  wealth,  and  paying  less  than  one  fourth  of  the  taxes, 
possess  the  vi'-tuai  control  of  the  whole  State,  sending 
thirty-lour  out  of  the  seventy  four  delegates,  and  fourteen 
out  of  twenty-two  senators,  to  the  Legislature,  being  an 
average  of  one  delegate  to  3,831  white  persons  in  the  south- 
ern counties,  against  one  delegate  to  9,041  in  the  northern, 
and  one  senator  to  9,205  in  the  former  against  one  senator 
to  48,205  free  white  persons  in  the  latter;  and  whereas,  in 
the  present  arrangement  of  representation,  according  to 
which  B;iltimnre  city  has  no  more  voice  in  the  Senate  than 
counties  containing  hardly  more  voters  than  one  of  her 
wards,  and  was  dei'fived  of  fifteen  delegates  to  which  she 
was  entitled,  which  were  distributed  among  the  soutbern 
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catinties  exclusively,  the  object  was  to  secure  the  powor  ol 
the  State  to  the  slave-owners,  constituting  less  th;'nfixteen 
thousand  individuals,  as  is  ajipiirent  from  the  iact  that  the 
number  of  slaves  in  the  city  is  less  than  one  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  population,  and  that  the  proportion  of  slaves  to  the 
■whites  throughout  the  northern  part  of  the  State  is  less  than 
four  of  the  former  to  one  hundred  of  the  latter,  whilst  the  pro- 
portion in  the  favored  counties  is  filty -six  slaves  to  one  hun- 
dred white  people;  and  whereas,  the  Governor,  the  judges  of 
the  court  of  appeals,  and  the  United  States  Senators  are  elect- 
ed according  to  a  similar  unjust  arrangement,  for  the  same 
purpose  of  confirming  and  perpetuating  this  domination  of 
the  slaveholding  counties;  and  whereas,  in  pursuance  of 
the  same  partial  and  iniquitous  scheme,  the  owners  of  slave 
property  are  exempted  from  equal  taxation,  while  they  are 
compensated  to  its  full  value  in  the  case  of  convict  slaves — 
all  of  which  is  an  intolerable  burden  to  the  majority  of  our 
people,  who  are,  nevertheless,  without  a  remedy  under  the 
present  constitution ;  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  State  constitution  ought  to  be  changed, 
so  as  to  correct  the  present  unequal  representation  of  the 
people  in  the  Legislature,  and  to  secure  the  right  of  repre- 
sentation in  proportion  to  white  population  to  all  parts  of 
the  State.  ARCHIBALD  STIRLING,  Je.,  PresH. 

John  H.  Lloyd,  Secretary . 


IN  CONSTITUTIONAL   CONVENTION. 

1864,  June  24 — The  question  recurred  on  the 
twenty-third  article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  : 

Hereafter,  in  this  State,  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude,  except  in  pTiiiishment  of  crime, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  and  all 
persons  held  to  labor  as  slaves  are  hereby  declared  free. 

An  amendment  was  pending,  offered  by  Mr. 
Brown,  of  Queen  Anne's,  as  follows : 

And  the  Legislature  shall  make  provision  from  the  trea- 
etfry  of  the  State  for  the  comf(jrtable  support  aild  mainte- 
nance of  the  helpless  and  paupers  hereby  emancipated. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — yeas  27,  nays  53 : 

Ye.\s — Messrs.  Berry  of  Baltimore  county.  Berry  of  Prince 
George's,  Billingsley,  Blackiston,  Briscoe,  Brown,  Cham- 
bers, Clarke,  Crawford,  Dail,  Dennis,  Duvall,  Edelen,  Gale, 
Harwood,  Ilollyday,  Horsey.  Johnson,  Lansdale,  Lee,  Mar- 
bury,  Mitchell,"Miller,  Parran,  Peter,  Smith  of  Dorchester, 
Turner — 27. 

Nats — Messrs.  President  (H.  H.  Goldsborough),  Abbott, 
Annan,  Audoun,  Baker,  Barron,  Carter,  Cunningham,  Gush- 
ing, Daniel,  Davis  of  Charles.  Davis  of  Washington,  Earle, 
Ecker,  Farrow,  Galloway,  Greene,  Hatch,  Hebb,  Hoffman, 
Hopkins.  Hopper,  Jones  of  Cecil.  Keefer,  Kennard,  King, 
Larsh,  Mace,  Markey,  McComas,  Mullikin,  Murray,  Negley, 
Nyman,  Parker,  Purnell,  Ridgely,  Robinette,  Russell,  Sands, 
Schley,  Schlosser,  Scott,  Smith  of  Carroll,  Sneary,  Stirling, 
Stockbridge,  Sykes,  Thomas,  Thruston,  Valliant,  Wickard, 
Wooden— 53. 

The  article  was  then  adopted— yeas  53,  nays  27 : 

Yeas — Messrs.  H.  H.  Goldsborough,  E.  A.  Abbott,  A.  An- 
nan, J.  H.  Audoun,  H.  Baker.  J.  Barren,  J.  S.  Berry,  Jas.  D. 
Carter,  B.  A.  Cunningham,  Jos.  M.  Gushing,  Wm.  Daniel,  J. 
F.  Davis,  G.  Earle,  J.  Ecker,  W. H.  W. Farrow,  W.Galloway, 
A.  C.  Greene,  S.  T.  Hatch,  H.  Hebb,  W.  H.  Hoffman,  Joel 
Hopkins,  J.  A. Hopper,  T.  P.  Jones, S.  Keefer,  B. II.  Kennaid, 
D.  King,  S.  Larsh,  W.  H.Mace,  D.  J.  Markey,  G.  M.  McComas, 
J.  F.  Mullikin,  F  T.  Murray,  P.  Negley,  L.  B.  Nyman,  E.  L. 
Parker,  W.  T.  Purnell,  J.  L.  Ridgely,  J.  Robinette,  T.  Rus- 
sell, G.  W.  Sands,  F.  Schley,  P.  G.  Schlosser,  D.  Scott,  J.  E. 
Smith,  J.  R.  Sneary,  A.  Stirling,  H.  Stockbridge,  J.  Sykes, 
J.  L.  Thomas,  Jr.,  G.  A.  Thruston,  J.  Valliant,  J.  Wickard, 
W.  S.  Wooden— 53. 

Nats— Messrs.  S.  H.  Berry,  C.  Billingsley,  D.  G.  Blackis- 
ton, J.  T.  Briscoe,  J.  Brown,  E.  F.  Chambers,  D.  Clarke,  A. 
J.  Crawlord,  T.  I.  Dail,  Peregrine  Davis,  J.  U.  Dennis,  E.  P. 
Duvall,  R.  H.  Edelen,  W.  H.  Gale,  S.  Harwood,  G.  S.  Holly- 
day,  C.  Horsey,  A.  Johuson,  Thomas  Lansdale,  J.  Lee,  F. 
Marbury,  J.  W.  Mitchell,  0.  Miller,  C.  S.  Parran,  G.  Peter, 
W.  A.  Smith,  J.  Turner— 27. 

Emancipation.    ' 

PBOCtAMATIONS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

September  22,  1862.* 
I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 

*  Major  General  McClellan's  Order  respecting  it : 

Headquarters  Af.mt  op  the  Potomac, 
[General  Order  No.  163.]  October  7, 1862. 

The  attention  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of 


States  of  America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  army  and  navy  thereof,  do  hereby  proclaim 
and  declare  that  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  the 
war  will  be  prosecuted  for  the  object  of  prac- 
tically restoring  the  constitutional  relation  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  each  of  the  States 
and  the  people  thereof,  in  which  States  that  re- 
lation is  or  may  be  suspended  or  disturbed. 

That  it  is  my  purpose,  upon  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress,  to  again  recommend  the  adoption 
of  a  practical  measure  tendering  pecuniary  aid 
to  the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  slave 
States,  so  called,  the  people  wh  reof  may  not 
then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States, 
and  which  States  may  then  have  voluntarily 
adopted,  or  thereafter  mny  voluntarily  adopt, 
immediate  or  gradual  abolishment  of  slavery 
within  their  respective  limits ;  and  that  the 
effort  t")  colonize  persons  of  African  descent 
with  their  consent  upon  this  continent  or  else- 
where, with  the  previously  obtained  consent  of 
the  Governments  existing  there,  will  be  contin- 
ued. 

That  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any 
State  or  designated  part  of  a  Slate,  the  people 
whereof  shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the 
United  States,  shall  be  then,  thenceforward,  and 
forever  free ;  and  the  Executive  Government  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  military  and 


tlie  Potomac  is  called  to  General  Order  No.  lo9.  War  De- 
vanmenl,  September  24th,  1862,  publishing  to  the  army 
the  President's  proclamation  of  September  22d. 

A  proclamation  of  such  grave  moment  lo  the  nation,  oifi- 
cially  commuuicated  to  the  army,atfords  to  the  General 
Commanding  an  opportunity  of  deCuiiig  specifically  to  the 
olKcersand  soldiers  under  his  command  the  relation  borne 
by  all  persons  iu  the  military  service  of  the  United  Statea 
towards  the  civil  authorities  of  the  Government. 

The  Constitution  contides  to  the  civil  authorities — legisla- 
tive, judicial,  and  executive — the  power  and  duly  of 
mating,  expounding,  and  executing  the  federal  laws. 
Armed  forces  are  raised  and  BUpported  simply  to  sustain 
the  civil  authoniies,  and  are  to  be  held  in  strict  subordi- 
nation thereto  in  ail  respects.  This  fundamental  law  of 
our  political  system  is  essential  to  the  security  of  our  re- 
publican institutions,  and  should  be  thoroughly  uuderutood 
and  observed  by  every  soldier. 

The  principle  upon  which  and  the  objects  for  which  ar- 
mies shall  be  employed  in  suppressing  rebellion  must  be 
determined  and  declared  by  the  auihorities,  and  the  Chief 
Executive,  who  is  charged  with  the  administration  of  the 
national  affairs,  is  the  proper  and  only  source  through 
which  the  views  and  orders  of  the  Government  can  be 
made  known  to  the  armies  of  the  nation. 

Discussion  by  officers  and  soldiers  concerning  public 
measures  determined  upou  and  declared  by  the  Govern- 
ment, when  ciirried  beyond  the  ordinary,  temperate,  and 
respectfut  e.'jpression  oi' opinion,  tend  greatly  to  impair  aud 
destroy  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  troops,  by  sub- 
stituting the  spirit  of  political  faction  for  the  firm,  steady, 
and  earnest  support  of  the  authority  of  the  Government, 
which  is  the  highest  duty  of  the  American  soldier.  The 
remedy  for  political  errors,  if  any  are  committed,  is  to  be 
found  only  in  the  action  of  the  people  at  the  polls. 

In  thus  calling  the  attention  of  this  army  to  the  true 
relation  between  the  soldiers  and  the  Government,  the 
General  Comraauding  merely  adverts  to  an  evil  against 
which  it  has  been  thought  advisable  during  our  whole  his- 
tory to  guard  the  armies  of  the  Republic,  aud  in  bo  doing 
he  will  not  be  considered,  by  any  right  minded  person,  as 
casting  any  reflection  upon  that  loyalty  aud  good  conduct 
which  has  been  so  fully  illustrated  upou  so  many  battle- 
fields. 

In  carrying  out  all  measures  of  public  policy  this  army- 
will,  of  course,  be  guided  by  the  same  rules  of  mercy  aud 
Christianity  that  have  ever  controlled  its  conduct  towards 
the  defenceless. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  McClellan : 

JAMES  A.  HARDIE,  jMe«<.  Col. 
Aid-deCamp  and  Act'g  Ass't  Adjt.  GencraL 
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naval  authority  thereof,  will  recognize  and 
maintain  the  freedom  of  such  persons,  and  will 
do  no  act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any 
of  them,  in  any  eiforts  they  may  make  for  their 
actual  freedom. 

That  the  Executive  will,  on  the  first  day  of 
January  aforesaid,  by  proclamation,  designate 
the  States  and  parts  of  States,  if  any,  in  which 
the  people  thereof  respectively,  shall  then  be 
in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  ;  and  the 
fact  that  any  State,  or  the  people  thereof,  shall 
on  that  day  be,  in  good  faith,  represented  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stated  by  members 
chosen  thereto  at  elections  wherein  a  mnjority 
of  the  qualified  voters  of  such  State  shall  have 
participated,  shall,  in  the  absence  of  strong 
countervailing  testimony,  be  deemed  conclusive 
evidence  that  such  State,  and  the  people  thereof, 
are  not  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

That  attention  is  hereby  called  to  an  act  of 
Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  make  an  addi- 
tional article  of  war,"  approved  March  '  3, 
18G2,  and  which  act  is  in  the  words  and  figures 
following: 

'•iJe  it  enacted  by  tlit  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  hereafter  the  following  shall  be  promulgated  as  an  ad- 
ditional article  of  war,  for  the  government  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  be  obeyed  and  observed  as 
euch. 

"  Article  — .  All  officers  or  persons  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  are  prohibited  from  em- 
ploying any  of  the  forces  under  their  respective  commands 
for  the  purpose  of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or  labor 
who  may  have  escaped  from  any  persons  to  whom  such  ser- 
vice or  labor  is  claimed  to  bo  due,  and  any  officer  who  shall 
be  Ibund  guilty  by  a  court-martial  of  violating  this  article 
shall  be  dismissed  from  tho  serrice. 

"  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall 
take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage." 

Also  to  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to 
punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize  and  con- 
fiscate property  of  rebels,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses," approved  July  i7,  1862,  and  which  sections 
are  in  the  words  and  figures  following : 

"  Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacttd.  That  all  slaves  of  per- 
sons who  shall  hereafter  be  engaged  in  rebellion  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  who  shall  in  any 
way  give  aid  or  comfort  thereto,  escaping  from  such  persons 
and  taking  refuge  within  tho  lines  of  the  army;  and  all 
slaves  captured  from  such  persons  or  deserted  by  them, 
and  coming  under  the  control  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States ;  and  all  slaves  of  such  persons  found  <m[or] 
being  within  any  place  occupied  by  reb'  1  forces  and  after- 
wards occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  Uniled  States,  shall  be 
deemed  captives  of  war,  and  shall  be  forever  free  of  their 
servitude,  and  not  again  held  as  slaves. 

"  Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  slave  escap- 
ing into  any  State,  Territory,  or  the  District  of  Columbia, 
from  any  other  State,  shall  be  delivered  up,  or  in  any  way 
impeded  or  hindered  of  his  liberty,  except  for  crime,  or 
some  oUeuco  against  the  laws,  unless  the  person  claiming 
said  fugitive  shall  first  make  oath  that  the  person  to  whom 
the  labor  or  service  of  such  fugitive  is  alleged  to  be  due  is 
his  lawful  owner,  and  ha.s  not  borne  arms  against  the 
United  States  in  the  present  rt-bellion,  nor  in  any  way  given 
aid  and  comfort  thereto;  and  no  person  engaii;ed  in  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  Slates  shall, 
under  any  pretence  whativer,  assume  to  decide  on  the  va- 
lidity of  the  claim  of  any  person  to  the  service  or  labor  of 
any  other  person,  or  surrender  up  any  .«uch  person  to  the 
claimant,  on  pain  of  being  dismissed  from  the  service." 

And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  upon  and  order  all 
persons  engaged  in  the  military  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  to  observe,  obey,  and 
enforce,  within  their  respective  spheres  of  ser- 
vice, the  act  and  sections  above  recited. 

And  the  Executive  will  in  due  time  recom- 
mend that  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 


shall  have  remained  loyal  thereto  throughout 
the  rebellion  shall  (upon  the  restoration  of  the 
constitutional  relation  between  the  United  States 
and  their  respective  States  and  people,  if  that 
relation  shall  have  been  suspended  or  disturbed) 
be  compensated  for  all  losses  by  acts  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  loss  of  slaves. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States* 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  twenty- 
second  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
two,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

January  1,  1863. 
Whereas,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  a  proclamation 
was  issued  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  containing,  among  other  things,  the 
following,  to  wit: 

"  That  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  all  per- 
sons held  as  slaves  withm  any  State  or  designated  part  of 
a  State,  tho  people  whereof  shall  then  be  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  then,  iheucelbr ward, 
and  forever,  free  ;  and  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  military  and  naval  authority 
thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  such 
persons,  and  will  do  no  act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons, 
or  any  of  them,  in  any  efforts  they  may  make  for  their  ac- 
tual freedom. 

"That  the  Executive  will,  on  the  first  day  of  January 
af'resaid,  by  proclamation,  designate  the  States  and  parts 
of  States,  if  any,  iu  which  the  people  thereof,  respectively, 
shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  ;  and 
tho  lUct  that  any  State,  or  the  people  thereof,  shall  on  that 
day  be  in  good  faith  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  by  members  chosen  thereto  at  elections 
wherein  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  such  States 
shall  have  participated,  shall,  in  the  absence  of  strong 
countervailing  testimony,  be  deemed  conclusive  evidence 
that  such  ttaie,  and  the  jjeople  thereof,  are  not  then  in  re- 
belhuu  against  the  United  States." 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  in  me  vested  as  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  in 
time  of  actual  armed  rebellion  against  the  au- 
thority and  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  a  fit  and  necessary  war  measure  for  sup- 
pressing said  rebellion,  do,  on  this  first  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  my  purpose  so  to  tlo,  publicly  pro- 
claimed for  the  full  period  of  one  hundred  days 
from  the  day  first  above  mentioned,  order  and 
designate  as  the  States  and  parts  of  States 
wherein  the  people  thereof,  respectively,  are 
this  day  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States, 
the  following,  to  wit : 

Arkansas  Texas,  Louisiana,  (except  the  par- 
ishes of  St.  Bernard,  Plaquemines,  Jeflerson, 
St.  John,  St.  Charles,  St.  James,  Ascension, 
Assumption,  Terre  Bonne,  Lafourche,  St.  Mary, 
St.  Martin,  and  Orleans,  including  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,'  Alississippi,  Alabama,  Florida, 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and 
Virginia,  (except  the  forty-eight  counties  de- 
signated as  West  Virginia,  aud  also  the  counties 
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of  Berkeley,  Accomac,  Northampton,  Elizabeth 
City,  York,  Princess  Ann,  and  Norfolk,  includ- 
ing the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,) 
and  which  excepted  parts  are  for  the  present 
left  precisely  as  if  this  proclamation  were  not 
issued. 

And  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  I  do  order  and  declare  that  all 
persons  held  as  slaves  within  said  designated 
States  and  parts  of  States  are,  and  henceforward 
shall  be,  free  ;  and  that  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  including  the  mili- 
tary and  na^al  authorities  thereof,  will  recognize 
and  maintain  the  freedom  of  said  persons. 

And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people  so  de- 
clared to  be  free  to  abstain  from  all  violence, 
unless  in  necessary  self-defence ;  and  I  recom- 
mend to  them  that,  in  all  cases  when  allowed, 
they  labor  faithfully  for  reasonable  wages. 

And  I  further  declare  and  make  known  that 
such  persons,  of  suitable  condition,  will  be  re- 
ceived into  the  armed  service  of  the  United 
States  to  garrison  forts,  positions,  stations,  and 
other  places,  and  to  man  vessels  of  all  sorts  in 
said  service. 

And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to  be 
an  act  of  justice,  warranted  by  the  Constitution 
upon  military  necessity,  I  invoke  the  consid- 
erate judgment  of  mankind  and  the  gracious 
favor  of  Almighty  God. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  afBxed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

VOTE  ON  THE  EMANCIPATION    PROCLAMATION. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 
1862,    December    11 — Mr.  Yeaman,    of  Ky., 
offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  (the  Senate' 
concurring,)  That  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  date  the  22d  of  September,  18G2,  is  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  policy  of  emancipation,  as  indicated 
In  that  proclamation,  is  not  calculated  to  hasten  the  resto- 
ration of  peace,  was  not  well  chosen  as  a  war  measure, 
and  is  an  assumption  of  power  dangerous  to  the  rights  of 
citizens  and  to  the  perpetuity  of  a  free  people. 

Which  were  laid  ou  the  table — ^yeas  95,  nays 
47,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake, 
Buffinton,  Buruham,  Campbell,  Casey,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Colfax.  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoo  Conkling,  Conway, 
Covode,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Duell,  Dunn,  ifidgerton,  Ed- 
wards, Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  S.  C.  Fessenden,  Thomas  A.  D. 
Fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Gurley, 
Haight,  Hale,  Hickman,  Horton,  Hutchins,  Julian,  Kolley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Killinger,  Lansing, 
Leary,  Leiiman,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low,  McKiiight,  McPher- 
Bon,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill, 
Nnell,  Olin,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Porter,  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Jolin  11.  Rice,  Riddle, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Siiella- 
barger,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Train,  Trim- 
ble, Trowbridge,  Vandever,  Van  Horn,  Verree,  Wilker,  Wall, 
Wallace,  Washburne,  Albert  S.  White,  Wils"ii,  Windom, 
Worcester — 95. 


Nats — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Antdfld,  Baily,  Biddle, 

Clements,  Cobb,  Cox,  Crisfield,  Crittenden,  Dciaplaine,  JJuji^ 
lap,  English,  Foulce,  Gi'anger,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Har^ 
rison,  Holman,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Mallory,  May,  May 
nard,  Menzies,  Morris,  Noble,  Norton,  OdcU,  Peiidletrm,  Price^ 
Robinson,  S/ieffield,  Shiel,  Smith,  John  D.  Steele,  William  G, 
Steele,  SUles,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Vallandigliam,  VoorJiees, 
Wadsworth,  Chilton  A.  While,  Wicklijfe,  Woodruff,  Yea- 
man— 41. 

1862,  December  15 — Mr.  S.  C.  Fessenden,  of 
Maine,  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  date  of 'Ju'd  September,  1862,  is  war- 
ranted by  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  policy  of  emancipation,  as  indicated 
in  that  proclamation,  is  well  adapted  to  hasten  the  restora- 
tion of  peace,  was  well  chosen  as  a  war  measure,  and  is  an 
exercise  of  power  with  proper  regard  for  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  the  perpetuity  of  free  government. 

Which  were  adopted — yeas  78,  nays  52,  aa 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold.  Babbitt,  Baker, 
Beaman,  Bingham,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Burn- 
ham,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling, 
Roscoe  Conkling,  Cutler,  Dawes,  Delano,  Duell,  Edgerton, 
Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fessenden,  Thomaa 
A.  D  Fessenden,  Fisher,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Good- 
win, Gurley,  Haight,  Hickman,  Hooper,  Hutchins,  Jidian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Killinger, 
Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low,  McPherson,  Mitchell, 
Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin. S.  Morrill,  Noell,  Pat- 
ton,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
John  H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedg- 
wick, Shellabarger,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Train,  Trowbridge, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Van  Wyck,  Verree,  Walker,  Wall, 
Washburne,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Worces- 
ter—78. 

Nays — Messrs.  W.  J.  Allen,  Ancmux, Baily,  Biddle,  Calvert, 
Cobb,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crisfield,  Crittenden,  Ddapluine,  Dunlap, 
English,  Fouke,  Granger,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrison, 
Holman,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Leary,  Mallory,  Maynard,  Men' 
zies,  Morris,  Noble,  Norton,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Price, 
Richardson,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Sheffield,  Sliiel, 
Smith,  John  B.- Steele,  Stiles,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis 
Thomas,  Vallandigham,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Whaley,  ChiV- 
ton  A.  While,-Wickliffe,  Woodruff,  Wright,  Teaman — 52. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1864,  Feb.  10— Mr.  Clark  introduced  to  the 
Senate  a  bill  ratifying  the  emancipation  proc- 
lamation and  giving  it  the  force  of  statute ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sla- 
very and  Freedmen.  (See  Reconstruction  bill 
for  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  page  318.) 

IN  HOUSE. 

1863,  Dec.  14 — Mr.  Arnold  introduced  this 
bill: 

A  bill  to  aid  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  carrying 
Into  more  immediate  execution  the  proclamation  of 
sm'incj nation  issued  by  him  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1863,  prohibiting  the  holding  of  certain  persons  as 
slaves  in  all  that  portion  of  the  United  States  designated 
therein. 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  his  proc- 
lamatii/n  issued  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
1863,  et«  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  thereof,  did,  as 
a  fit  and  lawful  means  of  suppressing  the  rebellion,  in  ac- 
ci>rd»nce  with  the  laws  of  war  and  with  the  dictates  of 
justice  and  humanity,  order,  proclaim,  and  declare  that 
all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  the  limits  of  certain  States 
and  parts  of  Slates  therein  designated  were,  and  should 
thorealter  and  Ibrever  be,  free;  and  that  the  executive, 
military,  and  naval  authorities  would  and  should  thencefor- 
ward recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  all  such  per- 
sons ;  and  whereas  by  said  proclamation  and  order  the 
President  has  guarantied  to  all  such  persons  their  freedom, 
and  has  pledged  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  country  that 
their  freedom  shall  be  recognized  and  forever  maintained  ; 
and  whereas  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
make  all  laws  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 
rying into  execution  all  the  powers,  whether  civil  or  mili- 
tary, vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  President  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  and  Navy  ;  and  among  such 
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military  powers  is  that  of  making  and  executing  the  proc- 
lamation aforesaid  ;  and  whereas  al  1  persons  heretofore 
held  as  slaves,  as  aforesaid,  within  said  designated  States 
or  parts  of  States  are  now  of  right  free,  and  ought  to  be 
hereafter  forever  unmolested  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  free- 
dom which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  bound 
to  "  recognize  and  maintain  :" 

Now,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  more 
complete  and  immediate  execution  the  aforesaid  proclama^ 
tion,  and  to  secure  forever  the  recognition  and  maintenance 
of  the  freedom  of  all  persons  designated  therein,  and  thereby 
to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion, the  securing  of  domestic  tranquilhty,  the  maintaining 
of  the  common  defence,  and  the  preservation  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
ill  all  States  and  parts  of  States  designated  in  said  proclar 
mation  as  in  rebellion,  the  re-enslaving  or  holding,  or  at- 
tempting to  hold,  in  slavery  or  in  involuntary  servitude  of 
any  person  who  shall  have  been  made  or  declared  to  be  free 
by  said  proclamation,  or  any  of  their  descendants,  from  and 
after  the  date  of  said  proclamation,  otherwise  than  in  pun- 
ishment of  crime  whereof  the  accused  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted,  is  and  shall  be  forever  prohibited,  any  law  or 
regulation  of  either  of  such  States  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 


RESOLUTIONS   OFFERED. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 
1861,   December  3 — Mr.   Shellababger  of- 
fered these  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  Constitution  has  wisely  withdrawn  from 
Congress  the  command  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States; 
and,  after  they  have  been  called  forth,  organized,  and  dis- 
ciplined, under  the  rules  which  it  is  competent  for  Congress 
to  make,  and  which  it  has  made  for  the  government  of  the 
land  and  naval  lorces,  has  placed  that  supreme  command 
exclusively  in  the  President  of  the  United  States :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  neither  within  the  province  of  this 
House,  nor  would  it  be  wise,  to  lay  down  any  rales  what- 
ever regulating  or  attempting  to  control  any  part  of  that 
cliief  command  of  our  armies  in  the  field,  either  in  the  mat- 
ter as  to  what  "  military  necessities"  do  or  do  not  exist  tis 
to  the  treatment  or  use  of  slaves  within  any  of  the  States, 
nor  in  any  other  matter  whatever  aflecting  the  supreme 
command  of  the  President. 

RcMilved,  That  wlulst  this  House  refrains  from  all  at- 
tempts to  assume  any  of  the  functions  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army,  and  hereby  expresses  its  confidence 
in  the  wisdom,  prudence,  and  i^atriotism  of  the  President, 
as  indicated  in  tlio  discharge  of  the  most  responsible  and 
arduous  duties  of  the  present  Executive  term,  and  its  wil- 
lingness to  continue  to  him  the  untrammelled  exercise  of 
his  powers  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
i\ii\y,yet  the  House  deems  it  appropriate  to  express  its 
earnest  sense  and  conviction  that  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
war  no  resort,  on  the  one  hand,  should  be  had  to  a  plea  of 
"military  necessity"  as  a  cover  for  any\iolation  of  any  con- 
stitutional right  of  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  either 
in  slaves  or  any  other  right  of  the  citizen ;  nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  any  privileges  or  protections  whatever 
be  extended  by  our  armies  either  to  the  title  in  slaves  or  in 
any  property  whatever  which  is  incompatible  ^vith  the 
safety  of  the  Government  itself  or  mth  the  success  of  our 
arms  in  suppressing  the  rebellion;  but  all  individual  rights 
of  property,  when  necessary,  should,  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  be  made  to  yield  to  the  paramount  right  of  the 
Government  to  re-establish  the  authority  of  the  Constitu- 
tion over  all  the  people  and  States  of  the  Union. 

Which  were  postponed,  and  not  voted  upon. 
December  4 — Mr.  Conway,   on  leave,  intro- 
duced the  following  joint  resolution: 

Joint  resolution  in  relation  to  persons  claimed  as  slaves  in 
the  States  now  in  rebellion. 
Whereas  the  belligerent  character  acquired  by  the  States 
now  in  rebellion  confers  upon  them  a  recognized  status 
among  nations,  in  contravei.tion  of  their  Federal  status,  and 
arising  from  incompatible  relations,  wliich,  though  not  im- 
plying nationality,  is,  nevertheless,  one  from  which  they 
derive  unportant  advantage  in  making  war  upon  the  United 
States ;  and  whereas  the  i'ederal  Government  is  by  this  fact 
fully  exonerated  from  respecting,  in  any  manner  whatso- 


ever, the  constitutional  obligations  it  wonld  otherwise  b» 

under  to  said  States :  Therefore — 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representativa 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
the  President  be  requested  not  to  permit  the  enforcement  of 
any  law  or  usage  under  which  persons  may  be  claimed  as 
slaves  within  any  of  s  lid  States  into  which  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  may  be  extended,  and  that  he  be  requested 
to  declare,  by  proclaniation,  all  persons  so  claimed  to  be 
free,  and  to  employ  them  in  the  sei-vicu  of  the  United  States 
in  any  capacity  to  wliich  they  may  be  suited,  and  in  such 
numbers  as  the  public  service  may  require. 

Resolved,  further.  That  the  faith  of  the  nation  be  pledged 
to  all  persons  sustaining  loss  thi'ough  the  operation  of  this 
measm-e  who  are  now  and  shall  remain  loyal  to  the  United 
States. 

The  resolutions  were  postponed. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

1863,  January  12 — Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a' 
joint  resolution  to  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm 
the  proclamation  issued  by  the  President,  ag 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  dated  January  1,  1863. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  that  it  be  tabled ;  which  waa 
lost — ^j'eas  50,  nays  85.  It  was  then  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  J  udiciary. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress- 
1863,  December  It — Mr.  Edgerton   offered 
this  resolution : 

\Vhereas  the  proclamations  of  the  President  of  January 
1, 18G3,  and  December  8, 1863,  in  relation  to  emancipation, 
impose  conditions  of  pardon  and  amnesty  to  the  persona 
who  have  participated  in  the  existing  rebellion,  as  well  as 
conditions  precedent  to  the  establishment  and  recognition 
of  State  government  in  the  States  to  which  said  proclama.- 
tions  apply,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  a  large  number  of 
faithful  citizens,  have  a  tendency  to  give  to  the  rebellion 
"the  advantage  of  a  changed  issue,"  and  "to  reinvigorate 
the  otherwise  declining  insurrection  in  the  South,"  and  to 
prolong  the  war :  and  whereas  this  House  cannot  but  re- 
gard with  anxiety  the  unprecedented  and  extraordinary 
claims  and  assumption  of  liigh  prerogative  by  the  President 
in  said  proclamations,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  President,  in  liis  inaugural  address  of  the  4th  day  of 
March,  ISOl,  declared,  "I  have  no  purpose  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  interfere  vith  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the 
States  where  it  exists;  I  believe  I  have  no  right  to  do  so, 
and  I  have  no  inclination  to  do  so :"  Therefore, 

Resolved,  As  the  judgment  of  this  House,  that  the  main- 
tenance inviolate  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress, 
and  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  especially  the  right  of 
each  State  to  order  and  control  its  own  domestic  institu- 
tions according  to  its  own  judgment  exclusively,  is  essential 
to  the  balance  of  power  on  which  the  perfection  and  endu- 
rance of  our  political  fabric  of  federal  union  depends ;  and 
we  denounce,  as  among  the  gravest  of  crimes,  the  invasion 
or  occupation,  by  .armed  force,  of  any  State,  under  the  pre- 
text or  for  the  purpose  of  coercing  the  people  thereof  to 
modify  or  abrogate  any  of  their  laws  or  domestic  institu- 
tions that  are  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  tho 
United  States ;  and  we  affirm  the  principle  declared  in  this 
resolution  to  be  a  law,  aUke  to  the  President  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gkinnell  moved  to  table  the  resolution  ; 
which  was  agreed  to — yeas  90,  nays  Co,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold; 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Beanian,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boutwell, 
Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  AYilliam  G.  Brown,  Ambroso 
W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon, 
Driggs,  Dumont,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Gar- 
field, Gooch,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss, 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Julian, 
Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan, 
Longyear,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  Mcfiride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe, 
S.  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neil],  Orth,  Patterson, 
Perham,  Pike,  i?omeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Alex- 
ander U.  Rice,  John  H.  Bice,  Edw.ard  H.  Rollins,  Scheiick, 
Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens, 
Thayer,  Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgh,  ElliUu  B.  WashViurne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windom,  Woodbridge — 90. 


EMANCIPATION. 


231 


Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Anemia,  Augustus  C.  Bald- 
vrin,  Bliss.  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson, 
Denison,  Eden,  Edrjerton,  Eldriclge,  FincTc,  Gansrm,  Grider, 
Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  C.  M.  Harris,  Herrick, 
Holnian,  William  Johnson,  Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Law, 
Lazear,  LeBlond,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy.  McDowell,  McKin- 
ney,  Middleton,  Wm.  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Nelsmi,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Radford, 
Samuel  J.  Randall.  Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross, 
Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  Wm.  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart, 
Sweat,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Wheeler,  f'hillon  A. 
White,  Joseph  W.  White,  WinJUlcl,  Fernando  Wood,  Tea- 
tnan — ^6. 

1864,  Jan.  25 — Mr.  Edgeeton  offered  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were 
laid  over  under  the  rule  : 

Whereas  this  House  on  the  17th  day  of  December  last 
adopted,  with  but  oue  dissentient  vote,  the  following  reso- 
lution, to  wit :  ^'■Resolved,  That  we  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  pass  all  necessary  bills  to  supply  men  and 
money,  and  the  duty  of  the  people  to  render  every  aid  in 
their  power  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  crashing  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  in  bringing 
the  leaders  thereof  to  condign  punishment ;" 

Therefore  in  explanation  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  and 
in  further  expression  of  the  opinion  and  purpose  of  this 
House, 

Resolved,  That  the  aid  hitherto  liberally  supplied  in  men 
and  money  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  enable  the 
Federal  Executive  to  prosecute  the  existing  civil  war,  has 
been  so  supplied  by  all  citizens  truly  faithful  to  the  Federal 
Union  and  Constitution,  for  the  purpose,  and  no  other,  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution  adopted  by  Congress  in  July,  1861, 
declarative  of  the  object  of  the  war,  and  commonly  known 
as  '•  the  Crittenden  resolution ;"  and  public  faith,  true  Chris- 
tian humanity,  and  \vise  statesmanship  alike  demand  strict 
adherence  by  the  "  constituted  authorities  of  the  Govern-  i 
menf  to  the  purpose  or  object  of  the  war,  as  thus  declared 
by  Congress  and  accepted  by  the  people. 

2.  That  the  demand  of  the  President,  in  his  proclamation 
of  December  8, 1863,  that  the  people  of  the  States  wherein 
rebellion  exists  shall  swear  to  abide  by  and  support  his 
proclamation  of  emancipation  (in  other  words,  change,  or 
submit  to  the  change,  at  his  dictation,  of  their  State  con- 
stitutions, local  laws,  and  domestic  institutions,  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States)  beioro 
such  States  or  their  peoijlewill  by  him  be  considered  to  have 
Ceased  to  be  in  rebellion,  and  entitled  to  pardon  or  amnesty, 
and  entitled  to  their  constitutional  rights  of  State  govern- 
ment, in  hiu-mony  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  is,  in  the  judgment  of  this  House,  an  oppressive  and 
unconstitutional  demand,  the  tendency  and  effect  of  which, 
if  persisted  in  and  e.iforced  by  war,  will  be  to  substantially 
change  the  object  and  character  of  the  war  on  the  part  of 
the  Federal  Government,  from  one  to  preserve,  protect,  and 
defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  to  a  revolutionary  war  against  the  consti- 
tutional rights  and  sovereignty  of  Federal  States,  and  vir- 
tually subversive  of  the  constitutional  Government  of  the 
United  States ;  and  of  such  a  war  we  now  record  our  disap- 
proval. 

3.  That  in  view  of  the  immense  power  of  war  demanded 
by  the  President  and  supplied  to  him  by  a  patriotic  people, 
and  hitherto  wielded  by  him  according  to  his  own  will,  with 
little  deference  or  regard  to  the  opinions  and  convictions  of 
the  very  large  number,  it'  not  majority,  of  faithful  Union 
citizens  in  the  United  .States  who  have  doubted  or  disap- 
proved his  policy  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  and  his  extra- 
ordinary assumptions  of  executive  power,  and  in  view  of 
the  dangers  to  constitutional  liberty  and  the  manifold  evils 
that  ever  attend  civil  war,  we  desire  peace,  and  the  replace- 
ment under  its  healthful  and  benign  influence,  with  the 
least  possible  further  waste  of  blood  and  treasure  of  the 
people,  of  all  the  relations  and  functions  of  constitutional 
government.  State  and  Federal,  now  disturbed  and  endan- 
gered; and  wo  therefore  deprecate  all  vindictive  and  revo- 
lutionary measures  and  policy,  military  or  civil,  as  tending 
to  divide  the  Union  men  of  the  country,  to  aggravate  the 
evils  and  to  intensify  the  animosity  of  the  war  and  prolong 
its  duration;  and  we  advise,  and  do  cordially  invite  and  pledge 
our  co-operation  in  negotiations,  proposal?,  and  efforts  for 
peace  upon  the  basis  of  a  restoration  of  the  Federal  Union 
under  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  leaving  to  the  free  consti- 
tutional action  of  the  people  the  questions  of  amendments 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  leaving  also  to  the  people 
of  each  State,  as  thfir  unquestionable  right,  the  right,  and 
its  free  exercise,  to  form,  regulate,  and  control  their  State 
constitutions,  laws,  and  domestic  institutions  in  their  own 
Tray,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales. 


Respecting  the  Issue  of  the  Proclama- 
tion. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  CHICAGO  DEPUTATION. 

1862,  September  13 — The  President  gave  an 
audience  to  a  deputation  from  all  the  religious 
denominations  of  Chicago,  presenting  a  me- 
morial for  the  immediate  issue  of  an  emancipa- 
tion proclnraation,  which  was  enforced  by  some 
remarks  by  the  chairman.  The  President  re- 
plied : 

The  subject  presented  in  the  memorial  is  one  upon  which 
I  have  thought  much  for  weeks  p;ist,  and  I  may  even  say 
for  months.  I  am  approached  vrith  the  most  opposite  opitk- 
ions  and  advice,  and  that  b.y  religious  men,  who  are  equally 
certain  that  they  represent  the  Divine  will.  I  am  sure  that 
either  the  one  or  the  other  class  is  mistaken  in  that  belief, 
and  perhaps,  in  some  respect,  both.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
ureverent  for  me  to  say  that  if  it  is  probable  that  God  would 
reveal  his  will  to  others,  on  a  point  so  connected  with  my 
duty,  it  might  be  supposed  he  woiUd  reveal  it  directly  to 
me ;  for,  unless  I  am  niore  deceived  in  myself  than  I  often 
am,  it  is  niy  earnest  desire  to  know  the  will  of  Providence 
in  this  matter.  And  if  I  can  leiu'n  what  it  is  I  will  do  it! 
These  are  not,  however,  the  days  of  miracles,  and  I  suppose 
it  will  be  granted  that  I  am  not  to  expect  a  direct  revelii- 
tion.  I  must  study  the  plain  phj'sical  facts  of  the  case, 
as  certain  what  is  possible,  and  leai'n  what  appears  to  Ixs 
wise  and  right. 

The  subject  is  chfiicult,  and  good  men  do  not  agree.  For 
instance,  the  other  day  foui'  gentlemen  of  standing  and  in- 
telligence frum  New  York  called  as  a  delegation  on  business 
connected  with  the  war;  but  before  leaving  two  of  them 
earnestly  besought  me  to  proclaim  general  emancipation, 
upon  wliich  the  other  two  at  once  attacked  them.  You 
know  also  that  the  last  session  of  Congress  had  a  decided 
majority  of  anti-slavery  men,  yet  they  could  not  unite  on 
tins  policy.  And  the  same  is  true  of  the  religious  people. 
Why,  the  rebel  soldiers  are  praying  with  a  great  deal  more 
earnestness,  I  fear,  than  our  own  troops,  and  expecting  God 
to  favor  their  side ;  for  one  of  our  soUliers  who  had  been 
taken  jirisoner  told  Senator  Wilson  a  few  days  since  that  he 
met  nothing  so  cUscouraging  as  the  evident  sincerity  of 
those  he  was  among  in  their  prayers.  But  we  will  talk  over 
the  merits  of  the  case. 

W^hat  good  would  a  proclamation  of  emancipation  from 
me  do,  especially  as  we  are  now  situated  t  I  do  not  want 
to  issue  a  document  that  the  whole  world  will  see  must  ne- 
cessarily be  inoperative,  Uke  the  Pope's  bull  against  the 
comet!  Woidil  my  word  free  the  slaves,  when  I  cannot 
even  enforce  the  Constitution  in  the  rebel  States  ?  Is  there 
a  single  court,  or  magistrate,  or  individual  that  would  be 
influenced  by  it  there  V  And  what  reason  is  there  to  think 
it  would  have  any  greater  etfect  upon  the  slaves  than  the 
late  law  of  Congress,  which  1  approved,  and  which  otiers 
X^rotection  and  freedom  to  the  slaves  of  rebel  masters  who 
come  within  our  lines?  Yet  I  cannot  learn  that  that  law 
has  caused  a  single  slave  to  come  over  to  us.  And  suppose 
they  could  be  induced  by  a  proclamation  of  freedom  from 
me  to  throw  themselves  upon  us,  what  should  we  do  with 
them  ?  How  can  we  feed  and  care  for  such  a  multitude  ? 
General  Butler  wrote  me  a  few  days  since  that  he  was  issu- 
ing more  rations  to  the  slaves  who  have  rushed  to  him  than 
to  iill  the  white  troops  under  liis  command.  They  eat,  and 
that  is  all ;  though  it  is  true  General  Butler  is  feeding  the 
whites  also  by  the  thousand ;  for  it  nearly  amounts  to  n 
tamine  there.  If.  now,  the  pressure  of  tlie  war  should  call 
off  our  forces  from  New  Orleans  to  defend  some  other  ])Oint, 
what  is  to  prevent  the  masters  from  reducing  the  blacks  to 
slavery  again;  for  1  am  told  that  whenever  tlie  rebels  take 
any  black  prisoners,  free  or  slave,  they  immediately  auction 
them  off!  They  did  so  with  those  they  took  from  a  boat 
that  was  aground  In  the  Tennessee  river  a  few  davs  ago. 
And  then  I  am  very  ungenerously  attacked  for  it !  For  in- 
stance, when,  after  the  late  battb-sat  and  near  Bull  Run,  an 
expedition  went  out  trom  Washington  imder  a  flag  of  truce 
to  bury  the  dead  and  bring  in  the  wounded,  and  the  rebels 
seized  "the  blacks  who  went  along  to  help,  and  sent  them 
into  slavery,  Horace  Greeley  said  in  his  paper  that  the  Gov- 
errmient  would  probably  do  nothing  about  it.  What  could 
I  do  ? 

Now,  then,  tell  me,  if  you  please,  what  possible  result  of 
good  would  follow  the  issuing  of  such  a  proclamation  as  you 
desire  ?  Understand,  I  raise  no  objections  against  it  on  legal 
or  constitutional  grounds,  for,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  and  Nav.v,  in  time  of  war  I  sujipose  I  have  a  right  to 
take  any  measure  which  may  best  subdue  the  enemy,  nor 
do  I  urge  objections  of  a  moral  nature,  in  view  of  possible 
consequences  of  insurrection  and  massacre  at  the  South.    I 
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view  tliis  matter  as  a  practical  war  measure,  to  bo  decided 
on  according  to  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  it  may  ofler 
to  tlie  suppression  of  tlie  rebellion. 

The  committee  replied  to  these  remarks,  and 
the  President  responded  : 

I  admit  that  slavery  is  at  tlie  root  of  the  rebellion,  or  at 
least  its  si7ie  qua  non.  The  ambition  of  politicians  may 
have  instigated  them  to  act,  Lut  they  would  have  been  im- 
potent without  slavery  as  their  instrument.  I  will  also 
concede  that  emancipation  would  help  us  in  Europe,  and 
convince  them  that  we  are  incited  by  something  more  than 
ambition.  I  grant,  further,  that  it  would  help  somewhat  at 
the  North,  though  not  so  much,  I  fear,  as  you  and  those  you 
represent  imagine.  Still,  some  additional  strength  would 
be  added  in  that  way  to  the  war,  and  then,  unquestionably, 
it  would  weaken  the  rebels  by  drawing  off  their  laborers, 
which  is  of  great  importance ;  but  I  am  not  so  sure  we  could 
do  much  with  the  blacks.  If  we  were  to  arm  them,  I  fear 
that  in  a  few  weeks  the  arms  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
rebels ;  and,  indeed,  thus  far,  we  have  not  had  arms  enough 
to  equip  cm-  white  troops.  I  will  mention  another  thing, 
though  it  meet  only  your  scorn  and  contempt.  There  are 
50,000  bayonets  in  the  Union  Army  from  the  border  slave 
States.  It  would  be  a  serious  matter  if,  in  consequence  of 
a  proclamation  such  as  you  desire,  they  should  go  over  to 
tlie  rebels.  I  do  not  think  they  all  would — not  so  many, 
indeed,  as  a  year  ago,  or  as  six  months  agt; — not  so  many  to- 
day as  yesterday.  Every  day  increases  their  Union  feeling. 
They  are  also  getting  their  pride  enlisted,  and  want  to  beat 
the  rebels.  Let  me  say  one  thing  more :  I  think  you  should 
admit  that  we  already  have  an  important  principle  to  rally 
and  unite  the  people,  in  the  fact  that  constitutional  govern- 
ment is  at  stake.  This  is  a  fundamental  idea  going  down 
about  as  deep  as  anything. 

After  further  remarks  from  the  committee, 
the  President  said: 

Do  not  misunderstand  me  because  I  have  mentioned  these 
objections.  They  indicate  the  difficulties  that  have  thus  far 
prevented  my  action  in  some  such  way  as  you  desire.  I 
nave  not  decided  against  a  proclamation  of  liberty  to  the 
slaves,  but  hold  the  matter  under  advisement.  And  I  can 
assure  you  that  the  subject  is  on  my  mind,  by  day  and 
night,  more  than  any  other.  Whatever  shall  appear  to  be 
God's  will  I  will  do.  I  trust  that  in  the  freedom  with  which 
I  have  canvassed  your  views  I  have  not  in  any  respect  in- 
jured your  feelings. 

REMARKS    IN    THE    HOUSE. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

1864,  Juno  25— Mr.  Eoutwell,  of  Massachusetts:  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  |  Mr.  Mallory]  s^idthis  morning 
that  the  whole  policy  of  the  country  was  changed  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  PresiiU  nt,  and  ho  attriiiuted  that  proc- 
lamation to  llio  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  certain  States 
at  Altoona.  I  am  not  hero  to  be  put  iipon  the  witness 
stand,  but  it  so  happens  that  1  have  the  means  of  knowing 
that  the  proclamation  of  September,  1862,  was  entirely  in- 
dependent of  and  antecedent  to  the  meeting  of  the  Gover- 
nors at  Altoona.  The  meeting  of  the  Governors  had  no 
connection  with  the  pmilaiuation.  .The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  should  remeniljor  liiat  prior  to  the  issuing  of  that 
proclamation  wo  had  met  w itli  but  few  successes,  and  that 
we  had  endured  many,  many  reverses.  Lee  had  battled  for 
four  days  under  the  fortifications  of  the  capital,  and  had 
finally  crossed  tho  Potomac  into  Maryland.  It  was  not 
until  the  country  put  itself  on  the  sideof  jusiice  that  it  had 
a  right  to  expect  tho  favor  of  Divine  Pro\idence,  or  any  of 
those  successes  which  \iii\e  rendered  this  war  glorious  in 
the  cause  of  freedom,  truth,  and  justice. 

Mr.  M;VLL0RT.  Will  the  gentleman  state  when  that  con- 
vention of  Governors  assembled  at  Altoona? 

Mr.  BouTWELL.  1  think  it  assembled  at  Altoona  previous 
to  the  22d  of  September,  but  I  assert  as  within  my  owu 
knowledge  that  tho  issuing  of  the  proclamation  was  de- 
termined upon  previous  to  tho  meeting  at  Altoona. 

Sir.  JIallory.  Can  tho  gentleman  inform  me  when  the 
issuing  of  that  proclamation  was  determined  upon'/ 

Mr.  BouTWELL.  I  cannot  go  far  in  this  matter.  I  a.«sert 
distinctly  the  fact  which  is  within  my  own  knowledge  that 
tlie  President,  previous  to  tho  meeting  of  tho  Governors  at 
Altoona,  had  clecided  in  a  certain  contingency,  wliich  hap- 
pened upon  the  Wednesday  preceding  tho  22d  of  September, 
to  issue  the  proclamation,  and  therefore  the  inference  I 
draw  is  in  coutravenlion  of  tho  declaration  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  that  that  proclamation  was  the  result 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Governors  at  Altoona. 

Mr.  Malloky.  Will  the  gentleman  tell  us  the  contin- 
gency on  the  happening  of  which  that  proclamation  was  to 
be  issued 't 

Mr.  BouTWELL.    I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  mentioned 


this  fact,  that  I  was  not  to  be  put  upon  the  stand  as  a  wit- 
ness. I  have  made  a  statement  as  of  a  fact  within  my  own 
knowledge,  and  history  will  confirm  the  statement. 

Mr.  Malloky.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  does 
not  wish  to  answer  the  question  or  to  state  the  fact,  I  will 
not  insist. 

ADDRESS  OF  LOT.iL  GOVERNORS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT, 

Adopted  at  a  meeting  of  Governors  of  loyal  States,  held  to 
take  measures  for  the  more  active  support  otthe  Govern- 
ment, at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  22d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1862. 

After  nearly  one  year  and  a  half  spent  in  contest  with 
an  armed  and  gigantic  rebellion  against  the  national  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  the  duty  and  pm-pose  of  the 
loyal  States  and  people  continue,  and  must  always  remain 
as  the}'  were  at  its  origin — namely,  to  restore  and  perpetti- 
ate  the  authority  of  this  Government  and  the  life  of  the 
nation.  No  matter  what  conseiiuences  are  involved  in  our 
fidelity,  this  work  of  restoring  the  liepublio,  preserving  tho 
institutions  of  democratic  liberty,  and  justifying  the  hopes 
and  toils  of  our  lathers  shall  not  fail  to  be  performed. 

And  we  pledge  withouthesitation,  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  most  loyal  and  cordial  support,  hereafter  as 
heretofore,  in  the  exerciseofthofunctionsof  his  great  office. 
We  recognize  in  him  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate  of  tho 
nation,  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of 
tho  United  States,  theii  responsible  and  constitutional  head, 
whoso  rightful  authority  and  power,  as  well  as  the  consti- 
tutional iiowers  of  Congress,  must  be  rigorously  and  reli- 
giously guarded  and  preserved,  as  the  condition  on  which 
alone  our  form  of  Government  and  the  constitutional  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people  themselves  can  be  saved  from 
tho  wreck  of  auarcuy  or  from  the  gulf  of  despotism. 

In  submission  to  the  laws  which  may  have  been  or 
which  may  be  duly  enacted,  and  to  the  lawful  orders  of  the 
President,  co<>perating  always  in  our  own  spheres  with 
the  national  Government,  we  mean  to  continue  in  the  most 
vigorous  exercise  of  all  om*  lawful  and  proper  iiowers,  con- 
tending against  treason,  rebellion,  and  the  public  enemies, 
and,  whether  ia  public  life  or  in  private  station,  support- 
ing tho  arms  of  the  Union,  until  its  cause  shall  conquer, 
until  final  victory  shall  perch  upon  its  standard,  or  the 
rebel  foe  shall  yield  a  dutiful,  rightful,  and  unconditional 
submission. 

And,  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  an  army  of 
reserve  ought,  until  the  war  shall  end,  to  bo  constantly 
kept  on  foot,  to  be  raised,  armed,  equipped,  and  trained  at 
home,  and  ready  for  emergencies,  we  respectfully  ask  the 
President  to  call  for  such  a  force  of  volunteers  for  one 
year's  servic;;,  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  in  the 
aggregate,  the  (jr^ita  of  each  State  to  be  raised  after  it  shall 
have  filled  its  quota  of  the  requisitions  already  made,  both 
for  voluntei'rs  and  militia.  We  believe  that  this  would  be 
a  measure  of  n.ilitary  prudence,  while  it  would  greatly 
promote  the  military  education  of  the  people. 

We  huil  with  heaitlelt  gratitude  and  encouraged  hope  the 
proclamation  of  the  President,  issued  on  the  22d  instant, 
decl;u-ing  emancipated  from  their  bondage  all  persons  held 
to  service  or  l.ibor  its  slaves  in  tho  rebel  States,  whose  re- 
bellion sjiall  last  until  the  first  day  of  Jaiuuiry  now  next 
ensuing.  The  right  of  any  person  to  rotiiin  authority  to 
compel  any  portion  of  the  subjects  of  the  national  Govern- 
ment to  rebel  against  it,  or  to  maintain  its  enemies,  implies 
in  those  who  are  allov.cd  possession  of  such  aiithority  the 
right  to  rebel  ihemselves;  and  therefore  the  right  to  estab- 
lish martial  law  or  military  government  in  a  State  or  Ter- 
ritory in  rebellion  implies  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  lilierate  the  minds  of  all  men  living  tlierein  by 
appropriate  proclamations  and  assurances  of  protection,  in 
order  that  all  who  are  capable,  intellectually  and  morally, 
of  loyalty  and  obedience,  may  not  bo  forced  into  treason  as 
the  unwilling  tools  of  reljcllious  traitors.  To  have  con- 
tinued indefinitely  the  most  elEcient  cause,  support,  and 
stay  ot  the  rebellion,  would  liavo  t)een,  in  our  judgment, 
unjust  to  the  loyal  people  whose  treasure  and  lives  are  made 
a  willing  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  patriotism — would  have 
discriminated  against  the  wile  who  is  compelled  to  surren- 
der her  husl.an'l.agttinst  the  parent  who  is  to  surrender  his 
child  to  the  hardships  of  the  camp  and  the  perils  of  battle, 
in  favor  of  rebel  masters  permitted  to  retain  their  slaves. 
It  woidd  have  been  a  final  decision  alike  against  humanity, 
justice,  the  rights  and  dignity  of  tho  Govi-rnmeut,  and 
against  sound  and  wise  national  policy.  The  decision  of  the 
President  to  strike  at  thereof  of  the  rebellion  will  lend  new 
vigor  to  the  etTorts  and  new  life  and  hope  to  the  hearts  of 
tho  people.  Corchally  tendering  to  tho  President  our  re- 
spectful assurances  of  personal  and  oflicial  confidence,  we 
trust  and  believe  that  the  policy  now  inaugurated  will  bo 
crowned  with  success,  will  give  speedy  and  trimnphant  vic- 
tories over  our  enemies,  and  secure  to  this  nation  and  this 
people  the  blessing  and  favor  of  Almighty  God.  We  believe 
tiiat  the  blood  of  the  heroes  who  have  already  fallen,  and 
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those  who  may  yet  give  their  lives  to  their  country,  -will 
uot  have  lioen  shed  in  vain. 

The  splendid  valor  of  our  soldiers,  their  patient  endur- 
lince,  their  manly  patriotism,  and  their  devotion  to  duty, 
demand  from  us  and  from  all  their  countrymen  the  homage 
of  the  sincerest  gratitude  and  the  pledge  of  our  constant 
reinforcement  and  support.  A  just  regard  lor  these  brave 
men,  whom  we  have  contributed  to  place  in  the  field,  and 
for  the  importance  of  the  duties  which  may  lawfully  pertain 
to  us  hereafter,  has  called  us  into  friendly  conference. 
And  now,  presenting  to  our  national  Chief  Magistrate  this 
conclusion  of  our  deliberations,  we  devote  ourselves  to  our 
country's  service,  and  we  will  surround  the  President  with 
our  coustant  support,  trusting  that  the  fidelity  and  zeal  of 
the  loyal  States  and  peojjle  will  always  assure  him  that  he 
will  be  constantly  maintained  in  pursuing  with  the  utmost 
vigor  this  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  national  life  and 
the  liope  of  hxunanity. 

A.  G.  CUETIN, 

JOHN  A.  ANDREW, 

RICHARD  YATES, 

ISRAEL  WASIIBURNE,  Jr., 

EDWARD  SOLOMON, 

SAMUEL  J.  KIRKWOOD, 

0.  P.  MORTON, 

By  D.  Q.  Rose,  his  representative, 

WM.  SPRAQUE. 

F.  H.  PEIRPOINT, 

DAVID  TOD, 

N.  S.  BERRY, 

AUSTIN  BLAIR. 

LETTER   FROM    CHAELES    SUMNER. 

Senate  Chajiber,  June  5,  "IS62. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Tour  criticism  of  the  President  is  hasty. 
I  am  confident  that,  if  you  knew  him  as  I  do,  you  would 
not  make  it.. 

Of  course,  the  President  cannot  be  held  responsible  for 
the  misfeasances  of  subordinates,  unless  adopted  or  at  least 
toler.ated  by  him.  And  I  am  sure  that  nothing  unjust  or 
ungenerous  will  bo  tolerated,  much  less  adopted,  by  him. 

I  am  happy  to  let  you  know  that  he  has  no  sympathy 
with  Stanly  in  his  absurd  wickedness,  closing  the  schools, 
nor  again  in  his  other  act  of  turning  our  camp  into  a  hunt- 
ing ground  for  slaves.  lie  repudiates  both — positively. 
The  latter  point  has  occupied  much  of  his  thought ;  and 
the  newspapers  have  uot  gone  too  far  in  recording  his  re- 
peate'd  declarations,  whicli  I  have  often  heard  from  liis  own 
lips,  that  slaves  finding  their  way  into  the  national  lines 
are  never  to  be  re-enslaved.  This  is  his  conviction,  expressed 
without  reserve. 

Could  you  have  seen  the  President — as  it  was  my  privi- 
lege often — while  ho  was  considering  the  (>reat  questions  on 
which  he  has  already  acted — the  invitation  to  emancipa- 
tion in  the  ttates,emancipationiQtheDistrictof  Columbia, 
and  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Hayti  and 
Liberia — even  your  zeal  would  have  been  satisfied,  for  you 
would  have  felt  the  sincerity  of  his  purpose  to  do  what  he 
could  to  carry  forward  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  His  whole  soul  was  occupied,  especially  by 
the  first  proposition,  which  was  peculiarly  his  own.  In 
familiar  intercourse  with  him,  I  remember  nothing  more 
touching  than  the  earnestness  and  completeness  with  which 
he  embraced  this  idea.  To  his  mind,  it  was  just  and  benefi- 
cent while  it  promised  the  sure  end  of  slavery.  Of  course, 
tome  who  had  already  proposed  a  bridge  of  gold  for  the  re- 
treating fieiid,  it  was  most  we. come.  Proceeding  from  the 
President,  it  must  take  its  place  among  the  great  events  of 
history. 

If  you  are  disposed  to  be  impatient  at  any  seeming 


short-comings,  think,  I  pray  yon,  of  what  has  been  done  in 
a  I'rief  period,  and  frcmi  the  past  discern  the  sure 
promise  of  the  future.  Knowing  something  of  my  convic- 
tions and  of  the  ardor  with  which  I  miintain  them,  you 
may,  perhaps,  derive  some  assurance  from  my  confidence. 
I  may  say  to  you.  therefore,  stand  by  the  Administration. 
If  need  be.  help  it  by  word  and  act,  but  stand  by  it  and 
have  faith  in  it. 

I  wish  that  you  really  knew  the  President,  and  had 
heard  the  artless  expression  of  his  convictions  on  those 
questions  which  concern  you  so  deeply.  Y'ou  might,  per- 
haps, wish  that  he  were  less  cautious,  but  you  would  be 
grateful  that  he  is  so  true  to  all  that  you  have  at  heart. 
Believe  me,  therefore,  you  are  wrong,  and  I  regret  it  the 
more  because  of  my  desire  to  see  all  our  friends  stand 
firmly  together. 

If  I  write  strongly  it  is  because  I  feel  strongly ;  for  my 
constant  and  intimate  intercourse  with  the  President,  be- 
ginning with  the  4th  of  March,  not  only  binds  me  pecu- 
liarly to  his  Administration,  but  gives  me  a  personal  as 
well  as  a  political  interest  in  seeing  that  justice  is  done 
him. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  with  much  regard,  ever  faith- 
fully yours,  CHARLES  SUMNER. 

LETTER  FROM  OWEN    LOVEJOT. 

The  Boston  Liberator  publishes  a  letter  from 
the  late  Owen  Lovejoy,  addressed  to  William 
Lloyd  Garrison,  under  the  date  of  Washington, 
February  22,  1864.  In  this  letter  Mr.  Love- 
joy  says  : 

"  I  write  you,  although  ill-health  compels  me  to  do  it  by 
the  hand  of  another,  to  express  to  you  my  gratification  at 
the  position  you  have  taken  in  reference  to  Mr.  Lincoln. 
I  am  satisfied,  as  the  old  theologians  used  to  say  in  regard 
to  the  world,  that  if  he  is  not  the  best  conceivable  Presi- 
dent, he  is  the  best  possible.  I  have  known  something  of 
the  facts  inside  during  his  Administration,  and  I  know 
that  he  has  been  just  as  radical  as  any  of  his  Cabinet.  And 
although  he  does  not  do  everything  that  you  or  I  would 
like,  the  question  recm's,  whether  it  is  likely  we  can  elect 
a  man  who  would.  It  is  evident  that  the  great  mass  of 
Unionists  prefer  him  for  re-election ;  and  it  seems  to  me 
certain  that  the  providence  of  God,  during  another  term, 
will  grind  slavery  to  powder.  I  believ'e  now  that  the 
President  is  up  with  the  average  of  the  House. 

"Recurring  to  the  President,  there  are  a  great  many  re- 
ports concerning  him  which  seem  to  be  reliable  and  authen- 
tic, which,  after  all,  are  not  so.  It  was  currently  reported 
among  the  anti-slavery  men  of  Illinois  that  the  emancipar 
tiOn  proclamation  was  extorted  from  him  by  the  outward 
pressure,  and  particularly  by  the  delegation  from  the  Chris- 
tian Convention  that  met  at  Chicago.  Now,  the  lact  is  this, 
as  I  had  it  from  liis  own  lips :  He  had  written  the  procla- 
mation in  the  summer,  as  early  as  June,  I  thiuli — but  will 
uot  be  certain  as  to  the  precise  time— and  called  his  Cabinet 
together,  and  informed  them  he  had  written  it,  and  meant 
to  make  it,  but  wanted  to  read  it  to  them  for  any  criticism 
or  remarks  as  to  its  features  or  details.  After  having  done 
so,  Mr.  Seward  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  well  for 
him  to  withhold  its  publication  until  after  we  had  gained 
some  substantial  advantage  in  the  field,  as  at  that  time  wo 
had  met  with  many  reverses,  and  it  might  be  considered  a 
cry  of  despair.  He  told  me  he  thought  the  suggestion  a 
wise  one,  and  so  held  on  the  proclamation  until  after  the 
battle  of  Antietam. 

"  I  mention  this  as  a  sample  of  a  great  many  others." 


REPEAL   OF   THE   FUGITIVE   SLAVE   LAWS, 

"CONTRABANDS,"  AND  KINDRED  SUBJECTS. 


The  act  of  1193  was  passed  by  the  following 
vote: 

IN  SENATE. 

January  18,  1793 — Without  a  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

IN  HOUSE. 

February  5,  1*793 — Yeas  48,  nays  1,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Fisher  Ames,  John  Baptist  Ashe,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Benson,  Elias  Boudinot, 
Shearjashub  Bourne,  Beryamin  Bomne,  Abraham  Clark, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  William  Fiudley,  Thomas  Fitzsimons, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  Nicholas  Oilman,  Benjamin  Goodhue,  James 
Gordon,  Christoiiher  Greenup,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samuel  Grif- 
fin, William  Barry  Grove,  Thomas  Ilartley,  James  Hill- 
house,  William  liindman,  Daniel  Ilugur,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland 
Lee,  George  Leonard,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew  Moore, 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Murray, 
Alexander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Cornelius  C.  Schooumaker, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Peter  Silvester,  Israel  Smith,  AV'ilUam 
Smith,  John  Steele,  Thomas  Surapter,  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  Williamson, 
Francis  Willis— 18. 

Nats — Samuel  Livcrmore,  John  Francis  Mercer,  Nathan- 
iel Niles,  Josiah  Parker,  Jonathan  Sturges,  George  Thatcher, 
Thomas  Tredwell — 7. 

Geokge  Washington,  President,  approved  it 
February  12,  1793. 

The  act  of  1850  was  passed  by  the  following 
vote: 

IN  SENATE. 

August  23,  1850 — yeas  27;  nays  12,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Barnwell,  E*ll,  Berrien, 
Butler,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dawson,  Dodgeof  Iowa,  Downs, 
Foote,  Houston,  Hunter,  Jones,  King,  Mangum,  Mason, 
Pearce,  Rusk,  Sebastian,Soule,Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Turney, 
Underwood,  SVales,  Yulee — 27. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bradbury,  Chase,  Cooper,  Davis 
of  JIassacliusetts,  Dayton,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Greene, 
Smith,  Upham,  Walker,  Winthrop — ^12. 

IN  HOUSE. 
September  12,  1850 — yeas  109,  nays  76,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Nathaniel  Albertson,  William  J.  Alston, 
Josiah  M.  Anderson,  William  S.  Ashe,  Thomas  H.  Avorett, 
William  V.  N.  Bay,  Thom.as  H.  Bayly,  James  M.  H.  Beale, 
William  II.  Bissoll,  Franklin  W.  Bowdon,  Richai'd  I.  Bowie, 
James  B.  Bowlin,  Lynn  Boyd,  Danii_l  Breck,  Albert  G. 
Bi'own,  WilHam  J.  Brown,  Alexander  W.  Buel,  Armistead 
Burt,  George  Alfred  Caldwell,  Joseph  P.  Caldwell,  Thomas 
L.  Clingman,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  William  F.  Colcock, 
John  R.  J.  Daniel,  Edmund  Deberry,  Milo  M.  Dimmick, 
Cyras  L.  Dunham,  Henry  A.  Edmundson,  Samuel  A.  Eliot, 
Andrew  Ewing,  AVinficld  S.  Featherston,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Meredith  P,Gentry,  ElbridgeGerry.  Edward  Gilbert, 
Willis  A.  Gorman,  James  S.  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  William 
I.  Hamilton,  Hugh  A.  Uaralson,  Isham  G.  Harris,  S.  W.  Har- 


ris, Thomas  L.  Harris,  Thomas  S.  Haymond,  Harry  Hibbard, 
Henry  W.  Hilliard,  Moses  Hoagland,  Alexander  R.  Holla- 
daj',  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Volney  E.  Howard, 
David  Hubbard,  Samuel  W.  Inge,  Joseph  W.  Jackson,  An- 
drew Johnson,  James  L.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones,  David  S.  Kaufman,  John  B.  Kerr,  Emile 
LaSere,  Shepperd  Leffler,  Nathaniel  S.  Littlefield,  Job  Mann, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  John  C.  Mason,  John  A.  McClernand, 
Joseph  E.  McDonald,  Edward  W.  SIcGaughey,  James  X. 
McLanahan,  Finis  E.  McLean,  Fayette  McMuUen,  John 
McQueen,  William  McWillie,  Richard  K.  Meade,  John  K. 
Miller,  John  S.  Millsou,  Jeremiah  Morton,  James  L.  Orr, 
David  Outlaw,  Allen  F.  Owen,  Richard  Parker,  Charles  H. 
Peaslee,  John  S.  Phelps,  Paulus  Powell,  William  A.  Rich- 
ardson, John  Robbins,  jr.,  Thomas  Ross,  John  II.  Savage, 
James  A.  Seddon,  Augustine  II.  Shepperd,  Edward  Stanly, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  John  L.  Taylor, 
James  U.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  James  Thompson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Robert  Toombs,  Abraham  W.  Venablo, 
Hiram  Walden,  Daniel  Wallace,  Albert  G.  Watkins,  Mar- 
shall J.  Wellborn, Isaac  Wildiick,  Christopher  U.  Williams, 
Joseph  A.  Woodward,  Timothy  R.  Young— 109. 

Nats — Henry  P.  Alexander,  Charles  Allen,  Edward  D. 
Baker,  Henry  Bennett,  Kinsley  S.  Bingham,  Walter  Booth, 
George  Briggs,  Lorenzo  Burrows,  Thomas  B.  Butler,  Joseph 
Cable,  Samuel  Calvin,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  David  K.  Cartter, 
Joseph  R.  Chandler,  Charles  E.  Clarke.  Orsamus  Cole,  Mosea 
B.  Corwin,  John  Crowell,  Jesse  C.  Dickey,  David  T.  Disney, 
Nathan  F.  Dixon,  James  Duano  Doty,  James  II.  Duncan, 
Charles  Durkee,  Nathan  Evans,  Graham  N.  Fitch,  Orin 
Fowler,  John  Freedly,  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  Daniel  Gott, 
Herman  D.  Gould,  Ransom  Halloway,  Moses  Hampton,  An- 
drew J.  Harlan,  Andrew  K.  Hay,  William  Hebanl,  William 
Henry,  John  W.  Howe,  WilUara  F.  Hunter,  William  T. 
Jackson,  George  W.  Julian,  George  G.  King,  James  6. 
King,  John  A.  King,  Preston  King,  Horace  Maun,  Orsamua 
B.  Mattcson,  Thomas  Mclvissock,  James  Meacham,  Henry 
D.  Moore,  Jonathan  D.  Morris,  'William  Nelson,  John  Otis, 
Charles  \V.  Pitman,  Harvey  Putnam,  Roljert  R.  Reed,  John 
L.  Robinson,  Joseph  M.  Root,  David  Rumsey,  jr.,  William 
A.  Sackitt,  CuUen  Sawtelle,  Ab'm  M.  Schermerhorn,  John 
L.  Schoolcraft,  Peter  II.  Silvester,  William  Sprague,  Thad- 
deus  Stevens,  Charles  Stetson,  John  R.  Thurman,  Amo3 
Tuck,  Walter  Underbill,  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  Loron  P.Waldo, 
John  Wentworth,  William  A.  Whittlesey,  Amos  E.  Wood, 
George  W.  Wright— 76. 

Millard  Fillmore,  President,  approved  it, 
September  18,  1850. 

MOVEMENTS  FOR  ITS  REPEAL. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Second  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1852,  Aug  26— The  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 
pending, 

Mr.  Sumner  offered  an  amendment  to  add 
to  a  section  appropriating  money  to  pay  minis- 
terial ofiScers  of  the  United  States  extraor- 
dinary expenses  incurred,  this  proviso  : 

That  no  such  allowance  shall  be  authorized  for  any  ex- 
penses incurred  in  executing  the  act  of  September  18, 1850, 
for  the  surrender  of  fugitives  irum  son  ice  or  labor;  which 
said  act  is  hereby  rejjealed. 
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Which  was  rejected — yeas  4,  nays  47,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chase  of  Ohio,  Hale  of  N.  H.,  Sumner  of 
Mass.,  Wade  of  Ohio — i. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams  of  Miss.,  Badger  of  N.  C,  Bayard 
of  Del.,  Bell  of  Tenn.,  Borland  of  Ark.,  Bradbury  of  Maine, 
Bright  of  InJ.,  Brodhead  of  Penn.,  Brooke  of  Miss.,  Butler 
of  S.  C,  Cass  of  Blich.,  Charlton  of  Geo.,  Clark  of  R.  I., 
Clemens  of  Ala.,  Cooper  of  Penn.,  Dawson  of  Geo.,  DeSaus- 
Bure  of  S.  C,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglass  of  111.,  Fitch  of 
Mich.,  Fish  of  N.  Y.,  Geyer  of  Mo.,  Gwin  of  Cal.,  Ilamliu  of 
Maine,  Houston  of  Texas,  Hunter  of  Va.,  James  of  E.  I., 
^oues  of  Iowa,  King  of  Ala.,  Mallory  of  Florida.  Mangum 
f  N.  C,  Mason  of  Va.,  Meriwether  of  Ky..  Miller  of  N.  J., 
Jorton  of  Fla.,  Pearce  of  Md.,  Pratt  of  Md.,  Rusk  of  Texas, 
Shields  of  111.,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Souleof  La.,  Spruanceof  Del., 
Coucey  of  Conn.,  Underwood  of  Ky.,  Upham  of  Vt.,  Walker 
f  Wis.,  Weller  of  Cal.— 47. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Third  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

1854,  July  28 — Mr.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  of 
Massachusetts,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  fugitive  slave  law.  Mr.  Bkidges, 
of  Pennsylvania,  objected. 

Mr.  Eliot  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
that  purpose ;  which  was  rejected — yeas  45, 
nays  120,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Edward  Ball,  Henry  Burnett,  Samuel  P. 
Benson,  L.  D.  Campbell,  David  Carpenter,  Moses  B.  Corwin, 
Samuel  L.  Crocker,  Thomas  Davis,  Alexander  DeWitt,  John 
Dick,  Edw.ard  Dickinson,  Ben.  C.  Eastman,  J.  Wiley  EJ- 
mands,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  William  Everhart,  Joshua  R. 
Giddings,  John  Z.  Goodrich,  Aaron  Harlan,  Thomas  M. 
Howe,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  James  Knox,  0.  B.  Mattcson,  Sam- 
uel Mayall,  Edwin  B.  Morgan,  Jesso  O.  Norton,  Samuel  W. 
Parker,  Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington,  Benjamin  Pringlo, 
David  Ritchie,  Samuel  L.  Russell,  Aivah  Sabin,  Russell 
Sage,  William  E.  Sapp,  George  A.  Simmons,  Gerrit  Smith, 
Andrew  Stuart,  Benjamin  B.  Thruston,  M.  C.  Trout,  C.  AV. 
TJpham,  Edward  Wade,  Samuel  H.  Walley,  EUihu  B.  Wash- 
burne,  Israel  Washburn,  jr.,  Daniel  Wells,  jr.,  Tappan  Weut^ 
worth — 45. 

Nays — William  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen,  Wil- 
liam S.  Ashe,  D.  J.  Bailey,  W.  S.  Barry,  T.  II.  Benton,  T.  S. 
Bocock,  W.  W.  Buyce,  J.  0.  Breckinridge,  S.  A.  Bridges,  P. 
S.  Brooks,  S.  Caruthers,  E.  M.  Cliamberlain,  E.  S.  Chastain, 
J.  S.  Chrisman,  W.M.Churchwell,  S.  Clark,  T.L.Clingman, 
W.  R.  W.  Cobb,  J.  P.  Cook,  L.  M.  Cox,  B.  Craige,  C.  B.  Cur- 
tis, J.  G.  Davis,  J.  L.  Dawson,  D.  T.  Disney,  J.F.Dow(lell,A. 
Drum,  W.  Dunbar,  N.  Eddy,  A.P.  Edgerton,  H.  A.  Edmund- 
Bon,  J.  M.  Elliott,  A.  Ellison,  W.  H.  English,  E.  W.  Farley, 
C.  J.  Faulkner,  T.  B.  Florence,  T.  J.  D.  Fuller,  W.  O.Goode, 
A.  B.  Greenwood,  G.  A.  Grow,  S.  W.  Harris,  W.  P.  Harris,  J. 
S.  Harrison,  S.  G.  Haven,  T.  A.  Hendricks,  B.  Henn,  H. 
Hibbard,  C.  S.  Hill,  G.  S.  Houston,  T.  G.  Hunt,  II.  II.  John- 
eon,  G.W.Jones,  R.Jones,  L.  M.  Keitt,  J.  Kerr,  Z.Kidwell, 
G.  W.  Kettridge,  W.  II.  Kurtz,  A.  W.  Lamb,  M.  S.  Latham, 
J.  Letcher,  J.  J.  Lindley,  F.  McMullen,  J.  McNair,  J.  Mc- 
Queen, J.  B.  Macy,  J.  Maurice,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  J.  G.  Miller, 
S.  Miller,  J.  S.  Millson,  G.  W.  Morrison,  W.  Murray,  M.  H. 
Nichols,  D.  A.  Noble,  E.  B.  Olds,  A.  Oliver,  J.  L.  Orr,  R.  W. 
Peckham,  J.  S.  Phelps,  P.  Phillips,  J.  T.  Pratt,  W.  Preston, 
R.  C.  Puryear,  D.  A.  Reese,  G.  R.  Riddle,  J.  Robbins,  jr.,  S. 
H.  Rogers,  T.  Ruffin,  J.  L.  Seward,  W.  Shannon,  H.  M.  Shaw, 
J.  Shower,  C.  Skelton,  S.  A.  Smith,  W.  R.  Smith,  G.  W. 
Smyth,  A.  R.  Sollers,  F.  P.  Stanton,  R.  II.  Stanton,  A.  H. 
Stephens,  II.  L.  Stevens,  N.  T.  Stratton,  C.  M.  Straub,  D. 
Stuart,  F.  J.  Taylor,  J.  L.  Taylor,  N.  G.  Taylor,  G.  Tail,  J. 
A'ansant,  H.  Walbridge,  W.  A.  Walker,  J.  Wheeler,  W.  H. 
Wiite,  D.  B.  Wright,  H.  B.Wright,  F.K.  ZolUcoffer— 120. 

Second  Session,  Thirty- Seventh  Congress.* 
IN  SENATE. 
1861,  December  26 — Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin, 


•  On  the  2Sd  of  July,  1S61,  the  Attorney  General,  in 
answer  to  a  letter  from  the  United  States  marshal  of 
Kansas,  inquiring  whether  he  should  assist  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  wrote : 

Attoenet  General's  Office,  July  23, 1861. 
J  L.  McDowell,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Kansas : 

Your  letter  of  the  11th  of  July,  received  19th,  (under 
frank  of  Senator  Lane,  of  Kansas,)  asks  advice  whether  you 
should  give  your  ofBcial  services  in  the  execution  of  the 
fugitive  slave  law. 

It  is  the  President's  constitutional  duty  to  "  take  care  that 


introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  the  fugitive  slave 
law ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

1862,  May  24 — Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts, 
introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the  fugitive  slave 
law  ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  lie 
on  the  table. 

June  10 — Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  take  up  the 
bill ;  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  25,  nays  10,  aa 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Gr.mes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Howard.  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Jlor- 
rill,  Pomeroy,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Carlile,  Davis,  La.tham,  McDovgall,  Ke»- 
mith,  Powell,  Saulshury,  Stark,  Willey,  Wnght — lo. 

The  bill  was  to  secure  to  claimed  fugitives  a 
right  to  a  jury  trial  in  the  district  court  for  the 
United  States  for  the  district  in  which  they 
may  be,  and  to  require  the  claimant  to  prove 
his  loyalty.  The  bill  repeals  sections  6,  7,  8, 
9,  and  10  of  the  act  of  1850,  and  that  part  of 
seetion  5,  which  authorizes  the  summoning  of 
ihe  posse  comitatus.  When  a  warrant  of  return 
is  made  either  on  jury  trial  or  confession  of  the 
party  in  the  presence  of  counsel,  having  been 
warned  of  his  rights,  the  fugitive  is  to  be  sur- 
rendered to  the  claimant,  or  the  marshal  where 
necessary,  who  shall  remove  him  to  the  bound- 
ary line  of  the  district,  and  there  deliver  him  to 
the  claimant.  The  bill  was  not  further  consid- 
ered. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1861,  December  20 — Mr.  Julian  offered  this 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
report  a  bill,  so  amending  the  fugitive  slave  law  enacted  in 
1S50  a.*  to  forbid  the  recaptm'e  or  retiu-u  of  any  fugitive 
from  labor  without  satisfactory  proof  first  made  that  the 
claimant  of  such  fugitive  is  loyal  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  HoLMAN  moved  to  table  the  resolution, 
which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  39,  nays  78,  aa 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Biddle,  George  H, 
Browne,  Cobb,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crittenden,  Dunlap, 
English,  Fouke,  Grider,  Harding,  JSolman,  Johnson,  Law, 
Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  Mallory,  Morris, Noble,  Noell,  Nw- 
ton,  Nugen,  Odell,  fetidleton,  Robinson,  Shiel,  John  B.  Steele, 
William  G.  Steele,  Vallandigham,  Wadsworth,  Webster, 
adltmA.  White,  Wickliffe,  Woodruff,  yVright—59. 

Nats— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Babbitt,  Baker, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Sanmel  S. 
Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Burnhan,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Col- 
fax, Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Cutler, 
Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Duell,  Edv>ards,  Eliot,  Fessenden, 
Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hanchett, 
Han-ison,  Hooper,  Hutchius,  Julian,  William  Kellogg,  Lan- 
sing, Loomis,  Lovcgoy,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Marston, 
Blitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill, 
Olin,  Patton,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Potter,  John  H.  Rice, 
Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks, 
Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Ben- 
jamin F..  Thomas,  Train,  Vandever,  Wall,  Wallace,  E.  P. 
Walton,  Washburne,  Wheeler,  Whaley,  Albert  S.  White, 
Wilson,  Wiudom,  Worcester — 78. 


the  laws  be  faithfully  executed."  That  means  all  the  laws. 
He  has  no  right  to  discriminate,  noright  to  execute  the  laws 
he  likes,  and  leave  unexecuted  those  he  dislikes  And  of 
course  you  and  I,  his  subordinates,  can  have  no  wider  lati- 
tude of  discretion  than  be  has.  Mi-ssouri  is  a  State  in  the 
Union.  The  insurrectionary  disorders  in  Missouri  are  but 
Individual  crimes,  and  do  not  change  the  legal  status  of  the 
State,  nor  change  its  rights  and  obligations  as  a  member  of 
the  Union 

A  refusal  by  a  ministerial  officer  to  execute  any  law  which 
properly  belongs  to  his  office,  is  an  official  misdemeanor,  of 
which  I  have  no  doubt  the  President  would  take  notice. 
Very  respectfully,  EDWARD  BATES. 
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The  resolution  was  then  adopted — yeas  "78, 
nays  39. 

1862,  June  9 — Mr.  Julian,  of  Indiana,  intro- 
duced into  the  House  a  resolution  instructing 
the  Judiciary  Committee  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  repealing  the  fugitive  slave  law  ; 
which  was  tabled — yeas  66,  nays  51,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  William  J.  Allen ,  Ancona,  Baihj,  Biddle, 
Francis  P.  Ulair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  George  H.  Brmvne,Vi iWiam. 
G.  Brown,  Burnham,  Calvert,  Casey,  Clements,  Cobb,  Corn- 
ing, Oriitrndm,  Delano,  Diven,  Granger,  Grider,  Haigfit, 
Hale,  Harding,  Holman,  Johnson,  William  Kellogg,  Kerri- 
gan, Knapp,  Lazear,  Low,  Maynard,  Menzies,  Moorhead,  Mor- 
ris, KohU,  Noell,  Norton,  Odell,  Pendleton,  John  S.  Phelps, 
Timothy  G.  Pheljjs,  Porter,  Michardson,  Robinson,  James  S. 
Pollinsl  Sargent,  Segar,  Slufficld,  Shiel, Smith,  John  B.  Steele, 
WdliJhi  G.  Steele,  Benjamin  ¥.  Thomas,  Francis  Thomas, 
Trimble,  Vallandiriham,  Verree,  Vihbard,  Vborhees,  Wads- 
worfh,VfehsteT,Cl!iltonA.  Wliile,  WicMiffc,  Wood,  Woodruff, 
Worcester,  Wright — 66. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman, 
Bingham,  Blake,  BufEnton,  Chamberlain,  Colfax,  Frederick 
A.  Conkling,  Davis,  Dawes,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely, 
Franchot,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Hanchett,  Ilutchins,  Julian,  Kcl- 
ley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Lansing,  LoTejoy,  McKnight,  Mc- 
Pherson,  Mitchell,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Pike, Pomeroy,  Potter, 
Alexander  H.  Bice,  John  H.  Kice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Shellabarger,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Train,  Trowbridge, 
Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Wall,  Wallace,  Washbm-ne, 
Albert  S.  White,  Windom— 51. 

Same  day — Mr.  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  offered 
this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
Btructed  to  report  a  bill  modifying  the  fugitive  slave  law  so 
as  to  require  a  jury  trial  in  all  cases  where  the  person 
claimed  denies  under  oath  that  he  is  a  slave,  and  also  re- 
quh'ing  any  claimant  under  such  act  to  prove  that  he  has 
been  loyal  to  the  Government  during  the  present  rebellion. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  77,  nays  43,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Ba- 
ker, Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Blake,  Buf- 
liuton,  Burnham,  Chamberlain,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conk- 
ling,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot, 
Ely,  Franchot,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Gurley,  Haight, 
Hale,  Hanchett,  Ilutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kel- 
logg, William  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low, 
McKnight,  McPherson,  Mitchell,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin 
S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter, 
Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  U.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Shanks,  Sheffield,  Shellabarger,  Sloan, 
Spaulcbng,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Train, 
Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Verree,  Wall,  Wal- 
lace, Washburne,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wor- 
cester— ^77. 

Nays — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Biddle, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  William  G.  Brown,  Calvert,  Casey,  Clements, 
Cobh,  Corning,  Crittenden,  Fmtke,  Grider,  Harding,  Hol- 
man, Johnson,  Knapp,  Maynard,  Menzies,  Koble,  Noell,  Nor- 
ton, Pendleton,  Jolin  S.  Phelps,  Richardson,  Robinson,  James 
S.  Rollins,  Scgar,  Shiel,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Francis  Thomas,  Vallandigham,  Vibbard,  Vborhees, 
Wadsworth,  Webster,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wood, 
Wright—43. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1863,  February  11— Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  bill,  introduced  by  Senator  Howe,  in 
second  session,  December  26,  1861,  to  repeal  the 
fugitive  slave  act  of  1850,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  not  pass. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 
1863,  Dec.  14 — Mr.  Julian,  of  Indiana,   of- 
fered this  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
•tructed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  third  and  fourth 
•ections  of  the  "  a;t  respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and 


persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  ap- 
proved February  12, 1793,  and  the  act  to  amend  and  sui>- 
Ijlementary  to  the  aforesaid  act,  approved  September  18, 

IhoO. 

Mr.  Holman  moved  that  the  resolution  lie 
upon  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  81, 
nays  73,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona^ 
Anderson,  Baily,  Augustus  C.  Bahhvin,  J a-cohB.  Blair,  i??iss, 
Brooks,  James  S.  Broiim,  William  G.  Brown,  Clay,  Cobb, 
Coff'roth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Creswell,  Dawson,  Deming,  Denison, 
Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  English,  Finek,  Ganson,  Grider, 
Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
CliarlesM.  Harris,  Higby,  Holn^an,  Hutchins,  William  John- 
son, Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long, 
Mallory,  Marcy,  Marvin,  McBride,  McDoicell,  McKinney, 
William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble, 
Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  William  H.  Randall,  Robvv- 
son,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,Scntt,  Smith,  Smithers, 
Siebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thomas,  Vborhees, 
Wadsworth,  Ward.  Wheeler,  Chilton,  A.  White,  Joseph  W, 
W7(i7e,  Williams,  Winficld.  Fernando  Wood,  Yeamanr—%\. 

N.AYS — Jlessrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boutwfll,  Boyd, 
Brandegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Drigga, 
Dumont,  Eokley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Grinnell,  Hooper,  Hotclikiss,  Asahcl  W.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Lovejoy,  Mo- 
Cliirg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
tei-son.  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H. 
Rice,  Edwaid  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon, 
Spalding,  Thayer,  Van  Valkenburgh,  ElUhu  B.  Washburne, 
AVilliain  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Woodbridge — 73. 

1864,  June  6 — Mr.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut, 
offered  this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  all 
acts  and  parts  of  acts  which  provide  for  the  rendition  of 
fugitive  slaves,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  make  such  re- 
port at  any  time. 

Which  went  over  under  the  rule.  May  30,  he 
had  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to  offer  it,  Jlr. 
Holman  objecting. 

REPEALING  BILIS. 

1864,  April  19 — The  Senate  considered  the  bill 
to  repeal  all  acts  for  the  rendition  of  fugitives 
from  service  or  labor. '  The  bill  was  taken  up — 
yeas  26,  nays  10. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend  by  insertiag 
these  words  at  the  end  of  the  bill  : 

Except  the  act  approved  February  12, 1793,  entitled  "An 
act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping 
from  the  service  of  their  masters." 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  24,  nays  17,  as 
follows  : 

Y'eas — Messrs.  BucImIcw,  Carlile,  CoUamer,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks, 
Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  McDougaU.  Ncfmith, 
Pcnvell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Van  Winkle,  Willoy — 24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Conness,  Fessen- 
den.  Grimes,  Hale,  Howard,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill, Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wilkinson,  Wit 
son— 17. 

Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  add  these  sections: 
And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  white  inhabitant  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  arrested,  or  imprisoned,  or  held  to 
answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  except  ia 
cases  arising  in  the  Land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia 
when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger, 
without  due  process  of  law. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  engaged  in  the 
executive,  legislative,  or  judicial  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  holding  any  office  or  trust 
recognized  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  no 
person  in  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall,  without  due  process  of  law,  arrest  or  imprison  any 
white  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  who  is  not,  or  has  not 
been,  or  shall  not  at  the  time  of  such  arrest  or  iinjn-ison- 
ment  be,  engaged  in  levying  war  against  the  United  States, 
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or  iu  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort,  nor  aid,  abet,  procme,  or  advise  the 
game,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or 
in  tlie  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  vrar  or  pub- 
lic danger.  And  any  person  as  aforesaid  so  arresting,  or 
imprisoning,  or  holding,  as  aforesaid,  as  in  this  and  the  sec- 
ond section  of  this  act  mentioned,  or  aiding,  aljetting,  or 
procuring,  or  advising  the  same,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
felony,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction,  shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  of  not  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  five  years,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  ^1,000  nor  more  than  85,000,  and  shall  be  forever 
incapable  of  hoUUng  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Hale  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  white  "  wherever  it  occurs ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  amendmeDt  of  Mr.  Saulsbury,  as  amend- 
ed, was  then  disagreed  to — yeas  9,  nays  27,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  BuckaUw,  Carlile.  Cowan,  Davis,  Sew 
dric7:s,  McDougdll,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury — 9. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  t'ollainer,  Conness,  Doo- 
little,  Kessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harris,  Howard, 
Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Pumeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprngue,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson — 27. 

Mr.  CoNNESs  moved  to  table  the  bill ;  which 
was  disagreed  fo — yeas  9,  (Messrs.  Buckalew, 
Carlile,  Conness,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Nesmith, 
Fowell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,)  nays  31. 

It  was  not  again  acted  upon. 

1864,  June  13 — The  House  passed  this  bill, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
by  Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York,  as  follows  : 

Be  it  enacted,  <t-c.,  That  sections  three  and  four  of  an  act 
entitled  "  Au  act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and  per- 
6' ns  e.xcaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  passed 
Felnuary  12,  179J,  and  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend, 
and  supplementary  to,  the  act  entitled  'An  act  respecting 
fiigifives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  their 
mnstera,' passed  February  12,1793,"'  passed  September  IS, 
1S50,  be,  and  the  same  an;  hereby,  repealed. 

Yeas  90,  nays  62,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  AUe.y,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Boaman,  Blaine,  BJair,  Blow 
Boutwell,  Biiyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Demi.ig,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  DriJgs, 
Eckiey,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton.  Frank, Garfield,  Goocti, 
Griswold.  Uigby,  Hooper,  Hotchki>s,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, 
John  U.  Hub!)ard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Julian, 
Keiley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Littlejohn, 
Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe, 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris.  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Chas.  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patter- 
son, Perhani,  Pike,  Price,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Eiward  H.  Rollins,  cchenck,  ScofieUl,  [Shannon,  Sloan, 
Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Wm.  B.  Wa.^^hburn,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 90. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ja»ies  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancova, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss, Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Chan- 
Ur,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edger- 
toti,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  G-inso:^,  Grider,  Harding. 
Harrington,  Cliarles  M.  Harris,  Herric'c,  Holman,  Hutchins, 
Philip  Johnson,  Kalbfleisch,  Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Law. 
Laze'xr,  Le  Blond,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney. 
\Villio:in  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris.  Morrison.  Odell.  Pen- 
dUton,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson. 
James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Sinithers,  John  B.  Steele,  William 
G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart.  Sweat,  Wadsworth.  Ward, 
Wheeler.  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Fernando 
Wond—(>2. 

June  22 — This  bill  was  taken  up  in  the  Sen- 
ate, when  Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  this  substitute: 

That  no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  un- 
der the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged 
from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be 
due ;  and  Congress  shall  pass  all  necsssary  and  proper  laws 
for  the  rendition  of  all  such  persons  who  shall  so,  as  afore- 
laid,  escape. 


Which  was  rejected— yeas  9,  nays  29,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Mo 
Dougall,  Powell,  Ridiardson,  Riddle,  Saulsbury — 9. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness, Dixon,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hicks, 
Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsev,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Willey— 29. 

Mr  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  substitute  a  clause  repealing  the  act  of 
1850  ;  which  was  rejected — yeas  17,  nays  22,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  BuckaUw,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Harris, 
Hicks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  McDougall,  Pmvell.  RicJir 
ardson.  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Tan 
AVinkle,  Willey— 17. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness, Dixon,  Fesseudeii,  IToot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  How- 
ard, Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wilson — 22. 

The  bill  then  passed — yeas  27,  nays  12,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark.  Con- 
ness, Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Hicks,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilson — 27. 

Nat.« — Messrs.  Buckaleiv,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis.  Johnson, 
McDougall,  Powell,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Van 
Winkle,  W'illey- 12. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  President,  approved  it, 
June  28,  1864. 


ESCAPE  OF  FUGITIVE  SLAVES,  FROM  1850  TO  1860. 

The  census  report  shows  that  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  controversies  upon  the  subject  of 
the,  fugitive  slave  law  and  its  enforcement, 
from  1850  down  to  1860,  there  were  less  per 
cent,  escapes  of  fugitive  slaves  than  at  any 
former  period  of  the  Government.  The  report 
states : 

"  The  number  of  slaves  who  escaped  from  their  masters 
in  1860  is  not  only  much  less  in  proportion  than  in  1850, 
but  greatly  reduced  numerically.  The  greatest  increase  of 
escapes  appears  to  have  occurred  in  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
and  Virginia,  while  the  decrease  is  most  marked  in  Dela- 
ware, Georgia,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  and  Tennessee. 

"That  the  complaint  of  insecurity  to  slave  property  by 
the  escape  of  this  class  of  persons  into  the  free  States,  and 
their  recovery  impeded,  whereby  its  value  has  been  less- 
ened, is  the  result  of  misapprehension,  is  evident  not  only 
from  the  small  number  who  have  been  lost  to  their  owners, 
but  from  the  fact  that  up  to  the  present  time  the  number  of 
escapes  has  been  gradually  diminishing  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  whole  annual  loss  to  {he  southern  States  from  this 
cause  bears  less  proportion  to  the  amount  of  capital  in- 
volved than  the  daily  variations  which  in  ordinary  times 
occur  in  the  fluctuations  of  State  or  Government  securities 
in  the  city  of  New  York  alone. 

"  From  the  tables  annexed  it  appears  that  while  there 
escaped  from  their  masters  1,011  slaves  in  1850,  or  1  in  each 
3,165  held  in  bondage,  (being  about  one  thirtieth  of  one 
per  cent.)  during  the  census  year  ending  June  1, 1860,  out 
of  3,949,557  slaves,  there  escaped  only  803,  being  1  to  about 
5,000,  or  at  the  rate  of  one  fiftieth  of  one  per  cent. 

THE    NEW  ARTICLE  OF  WAR MARCH   13,  1862. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

Art.  102.  All  officers  or  persons  in  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  are  prohibited  from  employing 
any  of  the  forces  under  their  respective  commands  for  the 
purpose  of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or  labor  who 
may  have  escaped  from  any  persons  to  whom  such  service 
or  labor  is  claimed  to  be  due,  and  any  officer  who  shall  be 
found  guilty  by  a  court-martial  of  violating  this  article  shall 
bo  dismissed  from  the  service. 

Sec.  2.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  ita 
passage. 
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REPEAL  OF  THE  FUGITIVE   SLAVE   LAWS, 


1862,  February  25 — The  article  passed  the 
House — yeas  95,  nays  51,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baker,  Baxter,  Beauian,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel 
B.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Campbell,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Koscoe  Conkling,  Conway, 
Covode,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Diven,  Duell,  Edgerton,  Ed- 
wards, Eliot,  Ely,  Fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Good- 
win, Granger,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hanchett,  Harrison,  Hickman, 
Hooper,  Uutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
William  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  McKnight, 
McPherson,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin 
S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Olin,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Pholps,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Porter,  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks, 
S'lpfHeld ,fihcUa.btLTger,  Sherman,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens, 
Stratton,  Benjamin  F.Thomas,  Train, Trimble, Trowbridge, 
Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Van  Wyck,  Wall,  Wallace, 
Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Washburne,  Wheeler, 
Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Worcester — 95. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Biddle,  Jacob  B. 
Blair,  Odivrt,  Clements,  Cobb,  Coming,  Cox,  Cravens,  Cris- 
ficJd,  Crittenden,  Dunlaj),  English,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding, 
Holman,  Johnson,  Knupp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman, 
Mallory,  May,  Maynard,  Memies,  Morris,  Koell,  Norton, 
Kugen,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Price,  Rohimon,  James  S.  Mollins, 
S!iiel,Smith,JohnB.Stej:le,  William G. Steele,TTancisThojnas, 
Vallandi'jham,  Vibbard,  Voorltees,  Ward,  Webster,  WickliJJe, 
Wood,  Woodruff,  Wnght—bl. 

IN  SENATE. 

March  10 — The  article  was  considered. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  aftet  the  word  '•  due"  the  words  "  and 
also  from  detaining,  harboring,  or  concealing 
any  such  fugitives  ;"  which  was  dissigreed  to — 
yeas  10,  nays  29,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Henderson,  La- 
tham, McDougall,  Powell,  Mice,  SauUbury,  Wiis<m  of  Mis- 
souri— 10. 

N.\YS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  Lauo  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Wright — 29. 

Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  article,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Missouri,  and  Kentucky,  and  elsewhere  where 
the  Federal  authority  is  recognized  or  can  be 
enforced  ;  which  was  lost — yeas  7,  {Bai/ard, 
Carlile,  Latham,  McDougall,  Powell,  SauUbury, 
Wilson  of  Missouri,)  nays  30. 

Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  add  after  the  word 
"due"  the  words  "  or  for  the  purpose  of  entic- 
ing or  decoying  any  person  held  to  service  or 
labor  from  the  service  of  their  loyal  masters  ;" 
which  was  lost — yeas  10,  nays  29,  (same  as 
above.) 

The  article  then  passed — yeas  29,  nays  9. 
The  affirmative  vote  was  the  same  as  above, 
except  that  Mr.  Cowan  did  not  vote,  and  Mr. 
McDougall  voted  aye.     The  negative  vote  was  : 

Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Henderson,  Latham, 
Powell,  Rice,  Saulsbury ,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 9. 

The   following  action  had   previously  been 
taken  in  the  House  : 
First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

1861,  July  9 — Mr.  Lovejoy  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That,  in  tho  judgment  of  this  House,  it  is  no 
part  of  the  (hity  of  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States  to  cap- 
ture and  return  fugitive  slaves. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  92,  nays  55,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Goldsmith  F.  Bailey,  Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham, 


Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Camp» 
bell.  Chamberlain,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick  A. 
Conkling,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Conway,  Covode,  Cutler,  Davis, 
Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards, 
Eliot,  Ely,  Fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Gran- 
ger, Gurley,  Hale,  Hickman,  Hutchins,  Julian,  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Killiuger,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy, 
McKean,  McPherson,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  MoiTill, 
Justin  S.  Morrill,  Olin,  Patton,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Pot- 
ter, Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rico,  Riddle,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan, 
Spaulding,  Stevens,  Stratton, Benjamin  F.Thomas,  Thayer, 
Train,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Vandevor,  Van  Horn,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Van  Wj'ck,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace,  Charles 
W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Washburne,  Wheeler,  Albert  S. 
White,  Windom,  Worcester — 92. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Burnett,  Cal- 
vert, Carlile,  Cobb,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crisfield,  Crittenden, 
Dunlap,  English,  I'euton,  Fisher,  FouJce,  Grider.  Haight, 
Harding,  Holman,  llorton,  Jackson,  Johnson,  William  Kel- 
logg, Law,  Lazear,  Logan,  McClemand,  Mallory,  Memies, 
Morris,  Nixon,  Noble,  Noell,  Nugen,  George  H.  Pendleton, 
Richardson,  Robinson,  Sheffield,  Smith,  Jotin  B.  Steele,  Wm. 
G.  Steele,  Francis  Thomas,  Upton,  Vallandigham,  Wadi* 
worth.  Ward,  Webster,  Whaley,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wickliffe, 
Wood,  Woodruff,  Wrights— 5b. 

Dec.  20 — Mr.  Shanks  offered  this  resolution, 
which  was  referred,  Dec.  23,  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary : 

Resolved,  That  the  constitutional  power  to  return  fagi- 
tive  slaves  to  their  masters  rests  solely  with  the  civil  de- 
partments of  the  Government;  and  that  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  December  6, 1861,  to  Gen- 
eral Wool,  for  the  delivery  of  a  slave  to  Mr.  Jessup,  of 
Maryland,  as  well  as  all  other  military  ordersfor  the  retnra 
of  slaves,  are  assumptions  of  the  military  power  over  the 
civil  law  and  the  rights  of  the  slave. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

1861,  December  23 — Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa, 
offered  this  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  for  the  enactment  of 
an  additional  articleof  war  for  the  government  of  the  army, 
whereby  the  oBicers  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
St.ates  shall  bo  prohibited  from  using  any  portion  of  the 
forces  under  their  respective  commands  for  the  purpose  of 
returning  fugitives  from  service  or  labor;  and  providing  for 
t)ie  puiiisliment  of  such  officers  as  may  violate  said  article 
by  dismissiil  from  the  service. 

Which  Mr.  Noell  moved  to  lay  on  the  table; 
lost — yeas  33,  nays  70.    The  teas  were  : 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Joseph  Baily,  BiddU,  Jacob  B.  Blain 
George  H.  Browne,  Calvei-t,  Cotib,  Cravens,  Dunlap,  Dunn, 
Fuuke,  Grider,  Haight,  Harding,  Knapp,  Law,  Leary, 
Logan,  Maynard,  Menzies,  Noble,  Noell,  Norton,  Nugen, 
Odell,  Pi.rr'i/,  Robinson,  Shiel,  Smith,  John  B.  Steek,¥Taad» 
Thomas,  Upton,  Vallandigham,  IVebster — 33. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

ON  EMPLOYMENT  OF    SLAVES  IN  DOCK-YARDS,  ETC. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1862,  June  14— Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachu- 
setts, offered  this  additional  section  to  the 
naval  appropriation  bill  : 

That  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  commonly  called 
slaves,  shall  not  bo  employed  in  any  capacity  whatever  in 
any  navy-yard,  dock-yard,  arsenal,  magazine,  fort,  or  in  the 
Naval  Academy. 

Which  was  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

June  16 — It  was  rejected  in  open  Senate — 
yeas  17,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clark,  Collamer,  Dixon,  Foot,  Grimea, 
Hale,  Harlan,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 
rill, Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Wright — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Davis, 
Doolittle,  F'essenden,  Foster,  Henderson,  Howard,  Hjjwe, 
Latham,  McDougall.  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Stark,  Ten  l^'ck, 
Willey,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 18. 


AND   KINDRED   SUBJECTS. 
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RECOGNITION   OF    HATTI    AND    LIBERIA. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint 
diplomatic  representatives  to  the  republics  of 
Hayti  and  Liberia,  respectively,  each  represent- 
ative to  be  accredited  as  commissioner  and  con- 
sul general,  and  to  receive  the  pay  of  commis- 
sioners, that  at  Liberia  not  to  exceed  §4,000 
per  annum — 

1862,  April  24 — Passed  the  Senate — yeas  32, 
nays  1,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latha.m,,  McDougaU,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Powell,  Saulshury, 
Stark,  T/ionison — 7. 

Previously,  an  amendment  like  that  offered 
in  the  House  by  Mr.  Cox  was  lost — yeas  8, 
nays  30. 

June  3 — It  was  taken  up  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  offered  an  amendment  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  a  consul  general 
to  each,  with  authority  to  negotiate  any  treaties 
of  commerce  between  Hayti  and  Liberia  and 
this  country,  and  with  the  compensation  of  con- 
suls general ;  which  was  lost — yeas  40,  nays 
82. 

The  bill  then  passed — yeas  86,  nays  37,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baker, 
Ba.xter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffin- 
ton,  Casey,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Clements,  Colfax,  Frederick 

A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Covode,  Davis,  Dawes,  De- 
lano, Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Ely,Fessenden,  Fisher,  Frank, 
Gooch,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hickman,  Hooper, 
Uorton,  Hutchins,  JuUan,  Kelley,  William  Kellogg,  Lan- 
sing, Lehman,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low,  McKnight,  McPher- 
60n,  Maynard,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin 
S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Por- 
ter, Alexander  H.  Kice,  John  H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Sheffield,  Shellabarger, 
Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas, 
Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Verree,  Wallace,  Walton,  Washburne, 
Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Worcester— 86. 

Navs — Messrs.  W.  J.  Allen,  Anemia,  Baily,  BiddU,  Jacob 

B.  Blair,  George  H.  Brmun^;  Calvert,  Cobb,  Corning,  Cox, 
Dunlap,  Grider,  Harding,  Holman,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear, 
Mallory,  May,  Menzies,  Noell,  Norton,  Nugen,  John  S.  Phelps, 
Pi-ice,  Segar,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles, 
Vibhard,  VoorliMS,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Webster,  Wickliffe, 
Wright— St. 

ROBERT  SMALL. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

May  19 — Mr.  Gribies  brought  in  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Small,  which  passed  with- 
out a  division. 

It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  the  steam 
transport  boat  Planter,  recently  in  the  rebel  service  in  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  and  all  the  arms,  munitions,  tackle, 
£(nd  other  property  on  board  of  her  at  the  time  of  her  de- 
livery to  the  Federal  authorities,  to  be  appraised  by  a  board 
of  competent  officers,  and,  when  the  value  shall  be  thus  as- 
certained, to  cause  an  equitabje  apportionment  of  one  half 
of  such  value,  so  ascertained,  to  be  made  between  Robert 
Small  and  his  associates  «ho  assisted  in  rescuing  her  from 
the  enemies  of  the  Government.  The  Secretary  of  tlio 
Na-  V  may,if  he  deemsit  expedient, cause  the sumof  money 
allotted  to  each  individual  under  this  bill  to  be  invested  in 
United  States  securities  for  his  benefit,  the  interest  to  be 
paid  to  him  or  to  his  heirs  annually  until  such  time  as  the 
Becretary  of  the  Navy  may  deem  it  expedient  to  pay  to  him 
or  his  heirs  the  principal  sum. 


IN  HOUSE. 

May  26 — It  passed — yeas  121,  nays  9. — 
(Messrs.  Calvert,  Dunlap,  Harding,  Johnson, 
Kerrigan,  Norton,  Shiel,  Vallandigham,  Voor- 
hees.) 

TO  REMOVE  DISQUALIFICATION  OF  COLOR   IN    CAR- 
RYING THE  MAILS. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 
1862,  April  11— The  Senate  considered  a  bill 
"to  remove  all  disqualification  of  color  in 
carrying  the  mails  of  the  United  States."  It 
directed  that  after  the  passage  of  the  act  no 
person,  by  reason  of  color,  shall  be  disqualified 
from  employment  in  carrying  the  mails,  and 
all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  establishing  su'  h  dis- 
qualification, including  especially  the  seventh 
section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1825,*  are  hereby 
repealed. 

The  vote  in  the  Senate  was,  yeas  24,  nays  11, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Ilale,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas.  Slorrill,  Pome- 
roy, Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Wade,  Willdnson,  and 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Davis,  Henderson,  Kennedy,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Latham,  JSfesmith,  Powell,  Stark,  Willey,  Wilson  of 
Missouri,  Wright — 11. 

*  The  section  referred  to  is  in  these  words : 

That  no  other  than  a  free  white  person  shall  be  employed 
in  conveying  the  mail,  and  any  contractor  who  shall  em- 
ploy or  permit  any  other  than  a  free  white  person  to  con- 
vey the  mail  shall,  for  every  such  offence.  Incur  a  penalty 
of  twenty  dollars. 

The  act  of  1825  passed  the  Senate  March  1,  and  the  House 
March  2,  without  •  division.  The  suggestion  of  this  meas- 
ure appears  to  have  been  first  made  in  1S02  by  Gideon 
Granger,  Postmaster  General  under  President  Jefferson, 
in  the  following  letter: 

General  Post  Office,  March  23, 1802. 

Sm:  An  objection  exists  against  employing  negroes,  or 
people  of  color,  in  transporting  the  public  mails,  of  a  na- 
ture too  delicate  to  ingi-aft  into  a  report  wliich  may  become 
public,  yet  too  important  to  be  omitted  or  passed  over  with- 
out full  consideration.  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  mak- 
ing to  the  committee,  through  you,  a  private  representa- 
tion on  that  subject.  After  the  scenes  which  St.  Domingo 
has  exhibited  to  the  world,  we  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  at- 
tempting to  prevent  similar  evils  in  the  four  southern  States, 
where  there  are,  particularly  in  the  eastern  and  old  settled 
parts  of  them,  so  great  a  proportion  of  blacks  as  to  hazard 
the  tranquillity  and  happiuoss  of  the  free  citizens.  Indeed, 
in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  (as  I  have  been  informed) 
plans  and  conspiracies  have  already  been  concsrted  by 
them,  more  than  once,  to  rise  in  arms,  and  sulijugate  their 
masters. 

Everything  which  tends  to  increase  their  knowledge  of 
natural  rights,  of  men  and  things,  or  that  affords  them  an 
opportunity  of  associating,  acquiring,  and  communicating 
sentiments,  and  of  establishing  a  chain  or  line  of  intelli- 
gence, must  increase  your  hazard,  because  it  increases  their 
means  of  effecting  their  object. 

The  most  active  and  intelligent  are  employed  as  post- 
riders.  These  are  the  most  ready  to  learn,  and  the  most 
able  to  execute.  By  traveling  from  day  to  day,  and  hourly 
mixing  with  people,  they  must,  they  will  acquire  informa- 
tion. They  will  learn  that  a  man's  rights  do  not  dejxnd  oil 
his  color.  They  toill,  in  time,  become  teachers  to  their  breth- 
ren. They  become  acquainted  with  each  other  on  the  line. 
Whenever  the  body,  or  a  portion  of  them,  wish  to  act,  they 
are  an  organized  corps,  circulating  our  intelligence  openly, 
their  own  privately. 

Their  traveling  creates  no  suspicion,  excites  no  alarm. 
One  able  niiin  among  them,  perceiving  the  value  of  this  ma- 
chine, might  lay  a  plan  which  would  be  communicated  by 
your  post-riders  from  town  to  town,  and  produce  a  general 
and  united  operation  against  you.  It  is  easier  to  prevent 
the  evil  than  to  cure  it.  The  liazard  may  bo  small  and  th« 
prospect  remote,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  at  some  day  the 
event  would  not  be  certain. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  GIDEON  GRANGER. 

Hon.  Jam£S  Jacksom,  SeTiatorfr'rm  Georgia. 
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REPEAL   OF   THE   FUGITIVE   SLAVE   LAWS, 


IN  HOUSE. 

May  21 — It  was  considered  in  tbe  House  and 
laid  on  the  table — yeas  82,  najs  45,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alkn,  Ancona,  Babliitt,  Baihj,  Biddle,  Fran- 
cis P.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  William  G.  Brown,  Calvert,  Casey, 
Clements,  Colfax,  Roscoe  Coiikling,  Gaming,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Crisfield,  Crittenden,  Diven,  Dunlap,  Dunn,  Ely,  Eiir)H!:h, 
Pranchot,  Granger,  Grider,  Baight,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanchett, 
Harding,  Harrison,  Holinan,  Horton,  Johnson,  Kelley,  Wil- 
liam Kellogg,  Kerrigan,  Killinger,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary, 
Lehman,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Mallori/,  Maynard,  Men- 
zies,  Nixon,  Noell,  Nugen,  Odell,  Patton,  Pendleton,  Perry, 
John  S.  Phelps,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Porter,  Price,  Rich'.trd- 
ion,  Robinson,  Sargent,  SIdel, Smith,  William  G. Ste.ele,Stra.t- 
ton,  Francis  Thomas,  Trowbridge,  Van  Valki  iil  mrgh,  Vorree, 
Vihbard,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Wall,  W.'rd,  Webster, 
Whaley,  Albert  S.  White,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wicklifft,  Wood- 
ruff,  Worcester — 82. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Samuel 
S.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton,  Chamberlain,  Frederick  A.  Conk- 
ling,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Duell,  Edgcrton,  Ed- 
wards, Eliot,  Fenton,  Fessonden,  Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin, 
Hooper,  Hutchins,  Julian,  Lansing,  Loorais,  Pike,  Pomcroy, 
Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Sedgwick,  She Uleld,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas, 
Train,  Yaii  Horn,  Wallace,  Charles  W.Walton,  E.P.Walton, 
Wilfiou,  Windom — i5. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

1864.  February  26 — The  Senate  considered 
the  bill — the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  a 
new  section  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads — as  follows  : 

Sec.  2.  That  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  there  shall 
be  no  exclusion  of  any  witness  on  accoimt  of  color. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  States  "  the  words :  "  in  all 
cases  for  robbing  or  violating  the  mails  of  the 
United  States." 

No  further  progress  was  made  on  the  bill. 

NEGRO   SUFFRAGE   IN    MONTANA   TERRITORY. 

1864,  March  18 — The  House  passed,  without 
a  division,  a  bill  in  the  usual  form,  to  provide 
a  temporary  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Montana. 

March  31 — The  Senate  considered  it,  when 
Mr.  Wilkinson  moved  to  strike  from  the  second 
line  of  the  fifth  section,  (defining  the  qualifica- 
tions of  voters,)  the  words  "white  male  in- 
habitant" and  insert  the  words :  "  male  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  those  who  have  de- 
clared their  intention  to  become  such;"  which 
was  agreed  to — yeas  22,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

Yeas — !\Iessrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner, 
Wade,  Willdnson,  Wilson— 22. 

Nays — Messrs,  BucJcalew,  CarliU,  Cowan,  Davis,  Harding, 
Henderson,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  A^esmitli,  Powell, 
Middle,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Willey— 17. 

The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas  29,  nays  8, 
(Messrs.  Buckalew,  Davis,  Johnson,  Powell,  Rid- 
dle, Saulsbury,  Van  Winkle,  Willey.) 

April  15 — The  Senate  adopted  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  Montana 
bill,  which  recommended  the  Senate  to  recede 
from  their  second  amendment,  and  the  House 
to  agree  to  the  first  and  third  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  (including  the  above.) 

April  15 — Mr.  Beaman  presented  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  Montana 
bill,  a  feature  of  which  was  that  the  House 
should  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Sen- 
ate amendment  striking  out  the  word  "  white" 


in  the  description  of  those  authorized  to  vote. 

Mr.  HoLMAN  moved  that  the  report  be  tabled ; 
which  was  lost  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Speaker — yeas  66,  nays  66. 

Upon  agreeing  to  the  report  the  yeas  were 
54,  nays  85,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Boyd,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  Cole,  Dawes,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Farns- 
worth,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Higbj-,  Hooper,  llotchluss, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Morrill, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill, 
Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John 
H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  PajUins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Up- 
son, Van  Valkenbnrgh,  William  B.  Washbm-n,  Williams, 
Windom,  Woodbridge — 54. 

Nays — Messrs.  Janjcs  C.  Alien,  William  J.  Alhn,  Baily, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Francis  ]?.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James 
S.  Brown,  Chunler,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Creswell, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawsrm,  Deming,  Dr-wison,  Eckn,  53c*- 
ridge,  PincTc,  Gonson,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  ZarijS'iitin  O. 
Harris,  Herrick,  Hnlman,  Asahel  W.  Kiabbard,  Hutchins, 
WiViam  Johnson,  Kalhjieisch,  Kiigson,  Francis  W.  ICe-llojrg, 
Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear.  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  Mc- 
Bride,  McDowell,  McKinney,  William  H.  Miller,  Jcmes  R. 
Morris,  Morris^m,  Kelson,  Nohle,  Odell,  Orth,  Pendlcttn, 
Pomeroy,  Fi-uyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H. 
Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,Ross,  Schenck, 
Scott,  Smith,  Smithers,  Scebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G 
Steele,  Struuse,  Stutn-t,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Voc'r- 
hees,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Chi- 
ton A.  White,  Joseph  W.  fT/aie,  Wilson,  Wirifield,  Fernando 
Wood,  Yeaman — isd. 

On  a  motion  to  adhere  to  its  amendments, 
and  ask  another  Committee  of  Conference,  Mr. 
Webster  moved  instructions : 

And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  agree  ft)  no 
report  that  authorizes  any  other  than  free  white  male  citi- 
zens, and  those  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  be- 
come such,  to  vote. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  75,  nays  67,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Wm.  J.  Allen,  Baily,  Aw- 
gustus  C.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Jamei 
S.  Brown,  Wm.  G.  Bro^vn,  Chanter,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Coi, 
Cravens,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawson,  Denisan, 
Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Gansem-,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding, 
Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Hnlman,  Hntchins,  William 
Johnson,  Kalhjieisch,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Long, 
Mallory,  Marcy,  McBrido,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Wm.  H. 
Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell, 
Prndleton,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Wm.  H.  Randall, 
Robinson,  Rorjeis.  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Smith, 
Smithers,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Wm.  G.  Ste<ie,  Strcnuie, 
Stuart,  Sweat,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Voorhees,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Fer- 
nando Wood,  Teaman — lb. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Dawes,  Deming, 
Driggs,  Dumont,  Farnswortli,  Frank,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Hig- 
by.  Hooper,  llotcbkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hub- 
bard, Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Mirvin,  JlcClurg,  Mclndoe 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Leonard  Myers 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Thayer, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenbnrgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William 
B.  Washl)iu'n,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood- 
bridge — 67. 

April  15 — The  Senate  declined  the  conference 
upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the  House  resolu- 
tion of  that  day. 

April  18 — The  House  proposed  a  further  free 
conference,  to  which,  April  25,  the  S«nate 
acceded. 

May  17 — In  Senate,  Mr.  Morrill  submitted  a 
report  from  the  Conference  Committee  who  re- 
commend that  qualified  voters  shall  be : 

All  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  those  wlio  hav» 
declared  their  intention  to  become  surh,  and  wlio  are  other- 
wise described  and  (Qualified  under  the  tiftb  section  of  tba 


AND   KINDRED   SUBJECTS. 
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act  of  Congress  providing  for  a  temporary  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Idaho  approved  March  3;  1863* 

The  report  was  concurred  in — yeas  26,  nays 

13,  as  follows: 

Yea3— Messrs.  Buclcalew,  Carlile,  Collaraer,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Harding,  Harris,  Hendersuu,  //.-«- 
dHcA;«,  Howard,  Johnson, Lane  ol  Indiana,  Morrill,  Ncsmith, 
Powell,  Ramsey,  Saulshury,  Ten  Evck,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey— 2(3. 

Xats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Pomeruy,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Wilson — 13. 

May  20 — The  above  report  was  made  by  Mr. 
Webster  in  the  House,  and  agreed  to — yeas  102, 
nays  2G,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Alien,  Baily,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Jacob  B.  Blair.  Bliss,  Brooks,  William  G.  Brown,  Chatir 
Ur,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crcswell,  Thomas  T.  Davis, 
Dawsan,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eden,  Edgtrhn,  Eldridye, 
Farusworth,  Ein'ck,  Gridir,  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Har- 
ringfjni,  Charles  M.  Nariis,  Herrick.  Holman,  Hoojicv.  Ilotoli- 
kiss,  Ashahel  W.  Hubbard,  Hiitchin::,  Ingersoll,  H'm.  Jolm- 
son,  Kaltijieisch,  Kasson,  Francis  W.  Kollogt;,  Krninn.  King, 
Iaiw,  La'zear,  Long,  Longyear,  M'dhny,  Naretj,  McAllister, 
MoBride,  McDowell,  Melndoe,  MrKitDin/,  Siimiicl  F.  Mil- 
ler, James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Atiie.-i  Mvi^rs,  A'clsim,  Noble, 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Jeihn  O'Neill.  Urth,  I'.ndleUm,  Per- 
Lam,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Pruyn,  Radford,  S.  J.  Randall,  Wm. 
H.  Kandi.ll,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Robinson, 
James  6'. iCoMi'«s,iJoss,Sc"fioM,iS'coi(,!*h,innon, Sloan, Smith, 
gmithers,  John  B.  Slide,  Wm.  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Slrouse, 
Stuart,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkeuburgh, 
roorJices,  Elliliu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn, 
Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Wilson,  Windoni,  Ftriumdo 
yVood,  Woodbridge,  Teaman — 1C2. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Boutwoi),  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Dawes,  Dixon, 
Eliot,  Gooch,  Griunell,  Higby,  John  IL  Hubbard,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Jioorbead,  Morrill,  Price, 
Edwaid  U.  Rollins,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Wilder— 26. 

IN    WASHINGTON    CITY.f 

'18G4,  May  6 — The  Senate  considered  the  bill 
for  the  registration  of  voters  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  when 

Mr.  <  'owAN  moved  to  insert  the  word  "  white" 
in  the  first  section,  so  as  to  confine  the  right  of 
voting  to  white  male  citizens. 

May  12 — Mr.  Morrill  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  words — 

And  shall  have  paid  all  school  taxes  and  all  taxes  on 
personal  property  properly  assessed  against  him,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  for  mayor,  collector,  register,  members  of 
the  board  of  aldermen  and  board  of  common  council,  and 
assessor,  and  for  every  oCicer  authorized  to  be  elected  at 
any  election  under  any  .act  or  acts  to  which  this  is  amend- 
atory or  supplementary. 


*  This  section  is  us  follows : 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every  free  white 
male  inh;ibit,ant  above  the  age  of  twunty-oue  years,  who 
Bhall  have  been  an  actual  resident  of  said  Territory  at  the 
time  of  the  jiassage  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at 
the  first  election,  and  sh.all  be  eligible  to  any  office  within 
the  said  Territory ;  but  the  qualitioatious  of  voters,  and  of 
holding  ufiice,  at  all  subsequent  elections,  shall  be  such  as 
Bhall  bo  prescribed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

f  In  i860  a  vote  was  had  in  the  State  of  New  York  on  a 
proposition  to  permit  n«gro  suffrage  without  a  property 
qualification.  The  result  in  the  city  was — yeas  1,640,  nays 
37.471.  In  the  State— yeas  197,.503,  nays  .337,984.  In  1864 
a  like  proposition  was  defeated — yeas  85,406,  nays  224,336. 

In  1802,  in  August,  a  vote  was  had  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
on  several  propositions  relating  to  negroes  and  mulattoes, 
with  this  result: 

For  exchKling  them  from  the  State 171,893 

Against .- 71,306 

100,587 

Against  granting  them  suffrage  or  right  to 

otfice 211,920 

For 35,649 

176,271 

For  the  enactment  of  laws  to  prohibit  them 

from  going  to,  or  voting  in,  the  State 198,938 

AgivLnst 44,414 

154,524 

16 


and  inserting  the  words  — 

And  shall  within  the  year  next  preceding  the  election 
have  paid  a  tax,  or  been  assessed  with  a  part  of  the  revenue 
of  tho  District,  county,  or  cities  therein,  or  been  exempt 
from  taxation  h.aving  taxable  estate,  and  who  can  read  and 
write  with  facility,  shall  enjoy  tho  privileges  of  an  elector. 

May  26 — Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  this  proviso: 

Provided.  That  there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of  any  person 
from  the  registry  on  account  of  color. 

May  27 — Mr.  Harlan  moved  to  amend  the 
ameudment  by  making  the  word  "  person"  read 
"  persons,"  and  adding  the  words — 

Who  have  borne  arms  in  the  military  service  of  tho 
United  States,  and  have  been  honorably  discharged  there- 
from. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  26,  naya  12»  as 
follows  : 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Coltamer 
Couness,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale» 
Harlan,  Harris,  .Johnson,  L.ane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Eansa3> 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Ten  Byck, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Willey,  Wilson— 26. 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckulew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Hertf 
dricks,  McDougall,  Powell,  Richardsvn,  Saulsbury,  Sumner, 
Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson— 12. 

May  28 — Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  add  these, 
words  to  the  last  proviso  : 

And  prennded  further.  That  all  persons,  without  distinc- 
tion of  color,  who  shall,  within  the  year  next  preceding 
the  election,  have  paid  a  tax  on  any  estate,  or  been  as- 
sessed with  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  said  District,  or  beea 
exempt  from  taxation  having  taxable  estate,  and  who  can 
read  and  write  with  facility,  shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of  an 
elector.  But  no  person  now  entitled  to  vote  in  the  said 
District,  continuing  to  reside  therein,  shall  be  disfranchised 
hereby. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  8,  nays  27,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan, 
Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sumner,  Wilkinson — 8. 

Nats— Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Har- 
ris, Hendricks,  Hicks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  McDougall, 
Morrill,  Powell,  SauUbury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wilson— 27. 

The  Other  proposition  of  Mr.  Sumner,  amend- 
ed on  motion  of  IMr.  Harlan,  was  then  rejected 
— yeas  18,  nays  20,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Foot, 
Foster,  Hale,  H.arlan,  Howard,  Howe,  L.ane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 
gan, Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Wilkinson,  Wil- 
son— IS. 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Grimes, 
Harris,  Hendricks,  Hicks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Mc- 
Dmgall,  Morrill,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Richardson,  Salisbury, 
Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey— 20. 

The  bill  then  passed  the  Senate,  and  after- 
ward the  House,  without  amendment. 

EXCLUDING  COLORED  PERSONS  FROM  CARS. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1863,  February  27 — Pending  a  supplement  to 
the  charter  of  the  Washington  and  Alexandria 
Railroad  Company, 

Mr.  Sumner  offered  this  proviso  to  the  first 
section : 

That  no  person  shall  be  excluded  from  the  cars  on  account 
of  color. 

Which  was  agreed  to— yeas  19,  nays  18,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Grimes,  Harris,  Howard,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts— 19. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Carlile^  Cowan,  Davit, 
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Henderson,  Hicks,  Howe,  Kennedy,  Lane  of  Indiana,  La- 
tlunn,  McDouijall,  Powell,  Richardson,  iiaulsbury,  Turkic, 
Willey,  iViUo/i  of  Missouri — 18. 

March  2 — The  House  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment without  debate,  under  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

rirst  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 
1864,  February  10 — Mr.  Sumner  oflfered  the 
following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia be  directed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  further  pro- 
viding by  law  against  the  exclusion  of  colored  persons  from 
the  equal  enjoyment  of  all  railroad  privileges  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  30,  nays  10,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
mer,  Conness,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Uale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Kan- 
sas, Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson 
— 3U. 

Nats— Messrs.  Buchalew,  Davis,  Harding,  Hendricks, 
A'esmith,  Powell,  Ricluirdson,  Riddle,  iSaulsbury,  Van  Win- 
kle—10. 

February  24 — Mr.  Willey,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  this  re- 
port, and  the  committee  were  discharged  : 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  were 
required  by  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  February  8, 
1804:,  "to  consider  the  expediency  of  further  providing  by 
law  against  the  exclusion  of  colored  persons  from  tlie  e(iual 
enjoyment  of  all  railroad  privileges  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," have  had  the  matter  thus  referred  to  them  under 
consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report : 

The  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Washington 
and  Georgetown  Railroad  Company,'  approved  May  17, 
1802,  makes  no  distinction  as  to  passengers  over  said  road 
on  account  of  the  color  of  the  passenger,  and  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  colored  persons  are  entitled  to  all 
tlie  privileges  of  said  road  wluch  other  persons  have,  and  to 
all  the  remetlies  for  any  denial  or  breach  of  such  privileges 
which  belong  to  any  person. 

The  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  premises. 

March  17 — The  Senate  considered  the  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  pending 
question  being  an  amendment,  offered  by  Mr. 
Sumner,  to  add  to  the  fourteenth  section  the 
words  : 

Provided,  That  there  shall  be  no  regulation  exclnding 
any  person  from  any  car  on  account  of  color. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  19,  nays  17,  as 

follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Conness,  Fessen- 
den, Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wilkin- 
son, Wilson — 19. 

N.'VTS — Jlessrs.  BuclcaUw,  Carlile,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Hard- 
ing, Harris,  Ikndndcs,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell, 
Riddle,  iSUuhtjurij,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Willey— 17. 

The  bill  then  passed  the  Senate. 

June  19 — The  House  refused  to  strike  out  the 
proviso  last  adopted  in  the  Senate — yeas  62, 
uays  76,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Baity,  Augustus  U.  Baldwin,  Hhnv,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S. 
Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Vltanhr,  Oiljroth,  ^'ravens,  Daw- 
SO)i,  Denisou,  IjJen,  Bdi/irlon,  Pltlrii/i/e,  Finclc,  (Janson, 
Grider,  Griswold,  Ilardiw],  Charles  M.  Harris,  Holman, 
Hutchins,  I'/iitip  Jolinson,  William  Jolmsim.  Kernan.  Ktiapp, 
Law,  Lainiar,  Le  Blmul,  Lung,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDenvell, 
McKiniiey,  MiddUtim,  Wm.  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris, 
Morrison,  JVeUon,  NrjbU,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  J.  S.  Rollins.  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Ste*;le, 
Stiles,  Stuart,Thov\AS,  Wadsworth,  IFarrf, Whaley,  W/ueUr, 
Joseph  W.  White   WinfitW^^Z. 


Nats — Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Brandegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Dawes,  Demiug,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Iligby,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,  Asahel  ^V'.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd, 
IngersoU,  Julian,  Kolley,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox,  Loan, 
Longyear,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Smithers,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  Ellihu  B.  Washlurne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Woodbridge — 76. 

And  the  bill  passed  the  House  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President 

IN   SENATE. 

June  21 — On  a  supplement  to  the  charter  of 
the  Washington  and  Georgetown  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  insert : 

Provided,  That  there  shall  benoexclusionof  any  person 
from  any  car  on  account  of  color. 

Which  was  rejected— yeas  14,  nays  16,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
mer,  Conness,  Dixon,  Foot,  Howard,  Morgan,  Pomeroy, 
Sumner,  Wade,  Wilson — \i. 

Nats — Buckalew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell,  Riddle,Saula- 
hury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Willey — 16. 

Same  day,  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Sumner  renewed 
the  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  17, 
nays  1 6 : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Clark,  Conness,  Dixon,  Foot,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Howe,  Lane  of  Kan.sas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wilson — 17. 

Nats — yic&ars,.  Buckaletv,  CurWe, Cowan,  Doolittle,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell,  Riddle,  Sauls- 
hury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wil- 
ley—16. 

The  bill  then  passed  the  Senate — yeas  23, 
nays  8,  (Jilessrs.  Buckaleio,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Hale, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury.) 

June  29 — The  bill  fell,  the  House  having 
tabled  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  it. 


COLORED  PERSONS  AS  WITNESSES.  (See  App.) 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 
Pending  the  confiscation  bill,  June  28,  1862, 
Mr.  Sumner  moved  these  words  as  an  addi- 
tion to  the  14th  section  : 

And  in  all  proceedings  under  this  act  there  shall  be  no 
exclusion  of  any  witness  on  account  of  color. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  14,  nays  25^  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Grimes,  Harlan,  How.ard,  King, 
Lane  of  Kansas.  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  Wilmot — 14. 

Nat<; — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Carlile,  Clark,  Collai- 
mer.  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Fos- 
ter, Harris,  Henderson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nesmith,  I't  arcs, 
Powell,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Stark,  Ten  Eyck,  Willey,  Wil- 
son of  Missouri,  Wright — 25. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  supplement 
to  the  emancipation  bill  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 

1862,  July  7 — Mr.  Sumner  moved  a  new  sec- 
tion : 

That  in  all  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of  any  witness  on  ao 
count  of  coior. 


AND   KINDRED   SUBJECTS. 
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Which  was  adopted — yeas  25,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  CoIIamer,  Doo- 
little,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Halo,  Ilarlan, 
Harris,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Slorrill,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Browning,  Carhic,  Cowan,  Davis,  Hender- 
son, Kennedy,  McDougall,  Pmvell,  Bice,  Willey,  Wright — 11. 

The  bill  then  passed — yeas  29,  nays  6, 
(Messrs.  Carlilc,  Davis,  Kennedy,  Powell,  Wilson, 
of  Missouri,  Wright.) 

July  9 — The  bill  passed  the  House — yeas  G9, 
nays  36.  There  was  no  separate  vote  on  the 
above  proposition.     The  nays  were  : 

Nats — Messrs.  William  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Biddlr, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Clements,  Cobb,  Coming,  Cox,  CrisfirW, 
Dunlap,  English,  Fouke,  Grider,  Harding,  Knapp,  Law, 
Lazear,  Mallory,  Maynard,  Menzies,  Morris,  Nugen,  Pendle- 
Um,  Firry,  Richardson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Shicl,  John  B. 
Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Francis  Thomas,  Voorhecs, 
Ward,  Webster,  Woo<i— 36. 

Pending  the  consideration  in  the  Senate  of 
the  House  bill  in  relation  to  the  competency  of 
witnesses  in  trials  of  equity  and  admiralty, 

1862,  July  15 — Mr  Sumner  offered  this  pro- 
viso to  the  first  section  : 

Provided,  That  there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of  any  wit- 
nees  on  account  of  color. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  14,  nays  23,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe, 
King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 14. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Browning,  Clark,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Hale,  Harris,  Henderson,  ACTraetZy, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Stark,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Missoiiri, 
m-i^/ii— 23. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

18G4,  June  25 — Pending  the  civil  appropria- 
tion bill,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  iSuM- 
KER  offered  this  proviso: 

Provided,  That  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  there 
shall  be  no  exclusion  of  any  witness  on  account  of  color. 

Mr  BucKALEW  moved  to  add  : 

Nor  in  civil  actions  because  he  is  a  party  to  or  interested 
in  the  issue  tried. 

VVhich  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to — yeas  22,  nays  16,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  CoIIa- 
mer, Conness,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Howard, 
Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 22. 

Nays — Messrs.  BiKkalew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Harris, 
Hendricks,  Hicks,  Johnson,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Richardson, 
Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey — 16. 

The  Senate  subsequently  concurred  in  this 
amendment — yeas  29,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness, 
Dixon,  DooUttle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,* 
Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson 
—29. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Hendricks,  Hicks,  Kes- 
mith,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Trumbull,  Van  Winlile,  Willey 
—10. 


*  Before  this  vote  was  taken,  Mr.  Sherman  said : 
"  It  is  due  to  myself  to  say  in  explanation  that  I  voted 
Against  and  opposed  this  amendment  for  the  sole  ground, 
as  I  stated,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  put  upon  this  bill.  That 
ts  m.v  deliberate  conviction  yet ;  but  as  the  Senate  have  by 
a  majority  vote  decided  to  put  the  amendment  on  the  bill 
in  spite  of  my  remonstrances  and  resistance,  I  feel  bound 
now  to  vote  according  to  my  conviction  on  the  merits  of 
the  proposition." 


IN  HOUSE. 

June  29 — The  question  being  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendment, 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  to  add  this  proviso  to 
the  section  amended  in  the  Senate: 

Provided,  That  negro  testimony  shall  only  be  taken  in 
the  United  States  courts  in  those  States  the  laws  of  which 
authorize  such  testimony. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  47,  nays  66. 
The    amendment   of    the   Senate    was    then 
agreed  to — yeas  68,  nays  48,  as  follows  : 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Baily, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Beaman,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brooraall, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Thom.aa  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Don- 
nelly, Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank, 
Garfield,  Gooch,  Higby,  Hooper,  Ilotchkiss,  Hulburd,  In- 
gersoll,  Jenckes.  Julian,  F.  VV.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg, 
Knox,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  Lonixyear,  McBride,  McClurg, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris.  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Patterson,  Perham,  Alex- 
ander 11.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  U.  Rollins,  Schenck, 
Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens, 
Thayer,  Upson,  Van  Valkcnburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washbiu'ne, 
Wiliiam  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Wiu- 
dom— 68. 

Nays — Messrs.  William  J.  Allrn,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  William  G.  Brown,  Chanler, 
Cotjroth,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgcrton,  Eldridge,  Finck, 
Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick, 
Holman,  William  Johnson,  Knajip,  Le  Blond,  Mallory,  Mar- 
cy,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Penr 
dklon.  Perry,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Ross,  John  B. 
Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stiinrt,  Thomas, 
Tracy,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Webster,  Whaley,  WJieeler,  Chil- 
ton A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White-A?,. 

REPEAL  OF  LAWS  REGULATING  THE  COASTWISE 
SLAVE  TRADE. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

1864,  June  25 — Mr.  Sumner  offered  this  ad- 
ditional section,  the  Senate  sitting  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  pending  the  considera- 
tion of  the  civil  bill : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  sections  eight  and  nine 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1S08,"  which  sections  undertake  to  regu- 
late the  coastwise  slave  trade,  are  hereby  repealed,  and  the 
coastwise  slave  trade  prohibited  forever. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  13,  nays  20,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Conness,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howard,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Wade,  Wilson — 13. 

Nays — 5Iessrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Harris,  Hendricks,  Hicks,  Howe,  Johnson,  McDoTi- 
gall,  Nesmith,  Powdl,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Saulsbury, 
Sherman,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle — 20. 

Same  day,  in  open  Senate, 
Mr.  Sumner  renewed  the  amendment,  which 
was  agreed  to — yeas  23,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Conness, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,*  Fessenden,  Foot,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard, 
Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 23. 

Nats  —  Messrs.  BiKkalexv,  Carlile,  Clark,  Hendricks, 
Hicks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Rich- 
ardson, Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wil- 
ley—14. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate — yeas  32.  nays  4, 
(Messrs.  Carlile,  Hendricks,  Foivell,  Saulsbury.) 
June  29 — The   House  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment without  a  division,  after  a  brief  deliate. 

*  Before  the  vote  was  taken,  Mr  Doolittie  said : 
"  I  voted  against  this  amendment  before  on  the  ground 
that  I  lUd  not  like  to  vote  for  such  measures  on  appropria- 
tion 1  ills;  but  two  or  three  others  have  been  put  on,  and  if 
this  is  to  be  legislated  upon,  as  I  am  in  favor  of  tlie  aboli- 
tion of  the  coastwise  slave  trade,  I  shall  vote  in  the  affir- 
mative." 
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REPEAL  OF  THE  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAWS, 


T.  w.  higginson's  paeticipation  in  the  burns 

CASE. 

1864,  March  14 — Mr.  Davis  oflfered  this  res- 
olution : 

Whereas  in  the  history  of  the  attempt  to  rescue  Anthony 
Burns,  a  fugitive  slave  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  from  the 
custody  of  the  United  States  officers  in  Boston,  in  1S54,  it  is 
represented,  and  it  is  also  generally  reported,  that  T.  W. 
Higginson,  now  the  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  negro  troops  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  led,  or  was  engaged  in,  an 
a.ssault  made  by  a  body  of  men,  with  force  and  arms,  upon 
the  court-liou^o  in  Bo.ston,  where  the  snid  Anthony  Burns 
was  held  in  the  custody  of  the  law  and  officers  of  the  United 
States,  with  tlie  intent  and  pui-pose  of  forcibly  rescuing  him 
from  such  custody ;  and  whereas  it  is  represented  and  gen- 
erally reported  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  then  hav- 
ing the  custody  of  said  Burns,  was  killed  and  murdered  by 
said  assailants :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  Senate  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members  of  the  Senate  to  investigate  Whether 
the  said  T.  W.  Higginson  had  any  connection,  and  if  any, 
wlint,  with  the  said  attempt  to  rescue  the  said  Burns,  and 
with  the  killing  and  murdering  of  any  person  having  his 
custody,  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
pej-sons  and  papers. 

March  17 — Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  table  it; 
which  was  agreed  to — yeas  29,  nays  10,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler.  Collamer,  Dix- 
on, Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot.  Foster,  Grimes,  Hording,  Har- 
liin,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kans.is,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Pomerov,  Ramsey,  Shermi.n,  Sprague,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull",  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  WUley,  Wil- 
6on— 29. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buckahw,  Carlile,  Conness,  Davis,  Hen. 
dricks,  Johnson,  McDouyall,  Powdl,  Riddle,  SauUbury—lQ, 


COLORED  SCHOOLS. 

June  8 — The  House  passed  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  public  instruction  of  youth  in  Washing- 
ton city,  with  an  amendment  providing  for 
separate  schools  for  the  colored  children,  by 
Betting  apart  such  a  proportion  of  the  entire 
echool  fund  as  the  number  of  colored  children 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  seventeen  bear  to 
the  whole  number  of  children  in  the  District. 
The  bill,  with  amendments,  passed  both  Houses 
without  a  division. 

Military  Reports,  Orders,  and  Proc- 
lamations. 

MAJOR    GENERAL    m'cLELLAN's    PROCLAMATION    IN 

western  virginia. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Ohio, 
Cincinnati,  May  26, 1861. 
To  the  Union  mfn  of  Wcskrn  Virginia : 

ViROiNiAXs:  The  Gener.'il  Government  has  long  enough 
endured  the  machinations  of  a  few  factious  rebels  In  your 
midst.  Armed  traitors  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  deter 
you  from  expressing  your  loyalty  at  the  polls.  Having 
failed  in  this  infamous  attempt  to  deprive  you  of  the  exer- 
cise of  your  dejirest  rights,  they  now  seek  to  inaugurate  a 
reign  of  terror,  and  thus  force  you  to  yield  to  their  schemes 
and  submit  to  the  yoke  of  the  traitorous  conspiracy  digni- 
fied by  the  name  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  They  are 
destroying  the  property  of  citizens  of  your  State  and  ruin- 
ing your  magnificent  railw.ays. 

The  General  Government  has  heretofore  carefully  ab- 
etained  from  sending  troops  across  the  Ohio,  or  even  from 
posting  them  along  its  banks,  although  frequently  m-ged 
by  many  of  ycwr  jirominent  citizens  to  do  so.  It  determ- 
ine4to  wait  the  result  of  the  State  election,  desirous  that 
no  ohe  might  be  able  to  say  that  the  slightest  effort  had  lieen 
made  from  iliis  side  to  influence  the  free  expression  of  your 
opinions,  although  the  many  agencies  brought  to  bear  upon 
you  liy  the  rebels  were  well  known.  You  have  now  shown, 
under  the  most  adv(rSG  cu'cumstances,  that  the  great  ma.ss 
of  the  people  of  Western  Virginia  are  true  and  loyal  to  that 
V)eneficent  Government  under  which  we  and  our  fathers 
lived  so  long. 

As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  election  was  known  the  trai- 
tors commenced  their  work  of  destruction.    The  General 


Government  cannot  close  its  ears  to  the  demand  yon  hare 
made  for  assistance.  I  have  ordered  troops  to  cross  the 
river.  They  come  as  your  friends  and  brothers — as  enemies 
only  to  armed  rebels,  who  are  preying  upon  you;  yoiir 
homes,  your  families,  and  your  property  are  safe  under  our 
protection.  All  your  rights  shall  be  religiously  respected, 
notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  s.aid  by  the  traitors  to 
induce  you  to  believe  our  advent  among  you  will  be  signal- 
ized by  an  interference  with  your  slaves.  Understand  one 
thing  clearly:  not  only  will  we  abstain  from  alisu'h  inter- 
ference, but  we  will,  on  the  contrary,  viiUt  an  iron  hand 
crush  any  attempt  at  insurrection  on  their  p''-rt.  Now  that 
we  are  in  your  midst,  I  call  upon  you  to  fly  to  arms  and  sup- 
port the  General  Government ;  sever  the  connection  that 
binds  you  to  traitors;  proclaim  to  the  world  that  the 
faith  and  loyalty  so  long  boasted  by  the  Old  Dominion  are 
still  preserved  ia  Western  Virginia,  and  that  you  remain 
true  to  the  stars  and  stripes. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  PATTERSON'S  PROCLAMA- 
TION. 
He.VDQUARTERS  DEPAr.TMENT  OF  PENNSTLVANIA. 

Chambersbcrg,  Pa.,  June  3, 1861. 
To  the  United  Slates  Troops  of  this  Department: 

The  restraint  which  has  necessarily  been  imposed  upon 
you,  impatient  to  overcome  those  who  have  raised  their 
parricidal  hands  against  our  country,  is  about  to  be  re- 
moved.    You  wiil  soon  meet  the  insurgents. 

You  are  nut  the  aggressors.  A  turbulent  faction,  misled 
by  ambitious  rulers,  in  timesof  profound  peace  und  national 
prosperity,  have  occupied  yuur  forts  and  turned  the  guns 
against  yuu  ;  have  seized  your  arsenals  and  armories,  and 
appropriaterl  to  themselves  Government  supplies;  have  ar- 
rested and  held  as  piisoners  y"Ur  companinus  marching  to 
their  homes  under  State  pledge  of  security,  and  have  cap- 
tured vessels  and  provisions  voluntarily  assuri-d  by  State 
legislation  from  molestation,  and  now  seek  to  perpetuate  a 
reign  of  terror  over  loyal  cifizeiis. 

They  have  invaded  a  loyal  Kate,  and  entrenched  them- 
selves within  its  boundaries  in  defiance  of  its  constituted 
authorities. 

You  are  going  on  American  sail  to  sustain  the  civil  power, 
to  relieve  the  oppressed,  and  to  retake  that  which  is  un- 
lawfully held. 

Von  must  bear  in  mind  yen  are  going  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  country,  and  that,  while  it  is  your  duty  to  punish 
sedition,  you  must  protect  the  liynl,  and,  should  the  occa- 
sion offer,  at  once  suppress  se)-vile  insurrection . 

Success  will  crown  your  etforts;  a  grateful  country  and 
a  hajipy  people  w.U  reward  yon. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Patterson  : 

F.  J.  POKTKll,  Asst.  Adj.  General 

SECRETARY    CAMERON'S  LETTER  TO  GEN.   BUTLEE. 

Washington,  May  30, 1861. 

Sni:  Your  action  in  respect  to  the  negroes  who  came 
within  your  lines  from  the  service  of  the  rebels  isapproved. 
The  Department  is  sensible  of  the  embarrassments  which 
must  surround  oflTicers  conducting  military  operations  in  a 
State  by  the  laws  of  wliich  slavery  is  sanctioned.  The  Gov- 
ernment cannot  recognize  the  lojection  by  any  State  of  the 
Federal  obligations,  nor  can  it  refuse  the  performance  of 
the  Federal  obligations  resting  upon  itself.  Among  these 
Federal  obligations,  however,  none  can  bo  more  important 
than  that  of  suppressing  and  dispersing  armed  combina- 
tions formed  for  the  purpose  of  overthi'owing  its  whole 
constitutional  authority.  While,  therefore,  you  will  per- 
mit no  interference  by  the  persons  under  yoiu^  command 
with  the  relations  of  persons  held  to  service  under  the  laws 
of  any  State,  you  will,  on  theotherhand.solongas  any  State 
within  wliich  your  military  operations  are  conducted  is  under 
the  control  of  such  armed  combinations,  refrain  from  sur- 
rendering to  alleged  masters  any  persons  who  m.ay  come 
within  your  lines.  You  will  employ  such  persons  in  the 
services  to  which  they  may  be  best  adapted,  keeping  an  ac- 
count of  the  labor  by  them  performed,  of  the  value  of  it, 
and  the  expenses  of  their  maintenance.  The  question  of 
their  final  disposition  will  be  reserved  for  future  deter- 
mination. 

SIMON  CAMERON. 

Secretary  of  War. 

To  Major  General  Butler. 

MAJOR  general  BUTLER  TO  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 
May21.\^.6\. 
*        ♦        Since  I  wrote  my  last  despatch  the  question  in 
regard  to  slave  property  is   becoming  one  of  very  «eriou9 
mtigaitudc.    The  inhabitants  of  Virginia  are  using  their 


AND   KINDRED   SUBJECTS. 


245 


negroes  in  the  batteries,  and  are  preparing  to  send  the  wo- 
uieu  aud  children  south.  The  escapes  from  them  are  very 
numerous,  and  a  tquad  has  come  iu  this  morning  to  my 
pickets  l^ringing;  their  women  and  children.  Of  courfO 
these  cannot  be  dealt  with  upon  the  theory  on  which  I  de- 
signed to  treat  the  services  of  able-bodied  men  and  women 
who  might  come  within  mj'  lines,  and  of  whicli  I  gave  you 
a  detailed  account  in  my  last  despatch.  lam  in  the  ut- 
most doubt  what  to  do  with  this  species  of  property.  Up 
to  this  time  I  have  had  come  within  my  lines  men  and  wo- 
men with  their  children,  entire  families,  each  laniily  be- 
longing to  the  same  owner.  I  have,  therefore,  determmed 
to  emp.oy,  as  I  can  do  very  profitably,  the  able-bodied  per- 
fions  in  the  party,  issuing  proper  fiod  lor  the  support  of 
all,  andcbarginjj,atrainst  their  eerv.ces  tho  expenso  of  care 
and  sustenance  of  the  non-laborers,  keeping  a  strict  and  ac- 
curate account  as  well  of  the  sorvicrs  as  of  the  e.xpendi- 
ture,  having  the  worth  of  the  services  and  tho  cost  of  the 
expenditure  determined  by  a  board  of  survey,  to  be  here- 
after detailed.  I  know  of  no  other  manner  in  which  to 
dispose  of  this  subject  and  the  questions  connected  there- 
■with.  As  a  matter  of  property  to  the  insurgents,  it  will 
be  of  very  great  moment,  the  number  that  I  now  have 
amountivg.  as  I  am  informed,  to  what,  in  good  times, 
Wi'Uld  be  of  the  value  of  si.xty  thousand  dollars.  Twelve 
of  these  negroes,  I  am  informed,  have  escaped  from  the 
batteries  on  .Sewalls  Point,  which,  this  morning,  fired 
upon  my  expedition  as  it  passed  by  out  of  range.  As  a 
means  of  offence  therefore  in  the  enemy's  hands,  these 
negroes,  when  able-bodied,  are  of  tlie  last  importance 
Without  them  the  batteries  could  not  have  been  erected, 
at  least  for  many  weeks.  As  a  military  question,  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  measure  of  necessity  to  deprive  their  masters 
of  their  services.  How  can  this  be  done?  As  a  political 
question  and  a  question  of  humanity,  can  I  receive  the 
services  of  a  father  and  mother,  and  not  take  the  children  ? 
Of  the  humanitarian  aspect  I  have  no  doubt.  Of  the  po- 
litical one  I  have  no  right  to  judge.  I  therefore  submit 
all  this  to  your  better  judgment,  and  as  the  questions  have 
a  political  aspect,  1  have  ventured,  and  I  trust  I  am  not 
wrong  in  so  doing,  to  duplicate  the  parts  of  my  despatch 
relating  to  this  subject,  and  forward  them  to  the  Secretary 
of  War.  ****** 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER. 
Lieutenant  General  Scott. 


SECRETARY  CAMERON'S   REPLY   TO  GEN.   BUTLER. 

Wasitington,  August  8, 1861. 

GrxERAL :  The  important  question  of  the  proper  disposi- 
tion to  be  made  of  fugitives  from  service  iu  States  in  insur- 
rection against  the  Federal  Government,  to  which  you  have 
again  chiected  my  attention  in  your  letter  of  July  30,  has 
received  my  most  attentive  consideration. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  President  that  all  existing  rights, 
in  all  the  States,  be  fully  respected  and  maintained.  The 
war  now  prosecuted  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  a  war  for  the  Union,  and  for  tho  preservation  of  all 
constitutional  rights  of  States,  and  the  citizens  of  the 
States,  in  the  Union.  Hence  no  question  can  arise  as  to 
fugitives  from  service  within  the  States  and  Territories  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  Union  is  fully  acknowledged. 
The  ordinary  forms  of  judicial  proceeding,  which  must  be 
respected  by  military  and  civil  authorities  alike,  will  suffice 
for  the  enforcement  of  all  legal  claims.  But  in  States 
wholly  or  partially  under  insuiTectionary  control,  whei'e 
tlse  laws  of  the  United  States  arc  so  far  opposed  and  resisted 
that  they  cannot  be  efTectually  enforced,  it  is  obvious  that 
rights  dependent  on  the  execution  of  those  laws  must,  tem- 
porarily, fail;  and  it  is  equally  olivious  that  rights  depend- 
ent on  the  laws  of  the  States  within  which  military  opera- 
tions are  conducted  must  he  necessarily  subordinated  to  the 
military  exigencies  created  by  the  insurrection,  if  not 
wholly  forfeited  by  the  treasonable  conduct  of  parties  claim- 
ing them.  To  this  general  rule  rights  to  services  can  form 
no  exception. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  6,  1861,  declares 
that  if  persons  held  to  service  shall  be  employed  in  hostility 
to  the  United  Stiites,  the  right  to  their  services  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  such  persons  shall  be  discharged  therefrom. 
It  follows  of  necessity  that  no  claim  can  be  recognized  by 
the  military  authorities  of  the  Union  to  the  services  of 
buch  persons  when  fugitives. 

A  more  difficult  question  is  presented  in  respect  to  per- 
sons escaping  from  the  service  of  loyal  masters.  It  is  quite 
apjparent  that  tho  laws  of  the  State,  under  which  only  the 
services  of  such  fugitiues  can  be  claimed,  must  needs  be 
wholly,  or  almost  wLiolly,  suspended,  as  to  remedies,  by  the 
in.-urrection  and  the  military  measures  necessitated  by  it. 
And  it  is  equally  apparent  that  the  substitution  of  military 
fcr  judicial  measures  for  the  enforcement  of  such  claims 
must  be  attended  by  great  inconveni'nces,  embarrassments, 
and  injuries. 


Under  these  circumstances  it  seems  quite  clear  that  tho 
substantial  rights  of  loyal  masters  will  be  best  protected  by 
receiving  such  fugitives,  as  well  as  fugitives  from  disloyal 
masters,  into  tho  service  of  the  United  States,  and  employ- 
ing them  under  such  organizations  and  in  such  occupations 
as  circumstances  may  suggest  or  require.  Of  course  a  rec- 
ord should  be  kept  showing  the  name  and  description  of 
the  fugitives,  the  name  and  the  character,  as  loyal  or  dis- 
loyal, of  the  master,  and  such  facts  as  may  be  necessary  to 
a  correct  understanding  of  the  circimistances  of  each  caso 
after  tranquilhty  shall  have  been  restored.  Upon  the  re- 
tu'  II  of  peace,  Congress  will,  doubtless,  properly  provide  for 
all  (he  persons  thus  received  into  the  service  of  the  Union, 
an  ■  for  just  compensation  to  loyal  masters.  In  this  way 
oil  V,  it  would  seem,  can  the  duty  and  safety  of  the  Govcrn- 
ni-iit  and  the  just  rights  of  all  be  fully  reconciled  and  har- 
nj.  nized. 

v'ou  will  therefore  consider  yourself  as  instructed  to  gov- 
e<  II  your  future  action,  in  respect  to  fugitives  from  service, 
I  \  the  principles  herein  stated,  and  will  report  from  time 
ti  time,  and  at  least  twice  in  each  month,  your  action  in 
'  '.e  pr  Aiises  to  this  Department.  You  will,  however,  neither 
iiithorize  nor  permit  any  interference,  by  the  troops  under 
jour  command,  with  the  servants  of  peaceful  citizens  in 
house  or  field ;  nor  will  you,  in  any  way,  encourage  such 
Hcrvants  to  leave  the  lawful  service  of  their  masters ;  nor 
will  j'ou,  except  in  cases  where  the  public  safety  may  seem 
to  require,  prevent  the  voluntary  return  of  any  fugitive,  to 
the  service  from  which  he  m.iy  have  escaped. 
I  am.  General,  verv  rcspectf'nllv,  your  obedient  servant, 
SIMON  CAMERON,  Secretary  of  War. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Bctler,  Commanding  Department  of  Vir- 
ginia, Fortress  Monroe. 

CONCERNING  FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

Headquarters  Department  of  'Washington, 
Washington,  July  17, 1861. 
[General  Orders  No  ZZ.'\ 

Fugitive  slaves  will,  under  no  pretext  whatever,  be  per- 
mitted to  reside  or  be  in  any  way  harbored  in  the  quarters 
and  camps  of  the  troops  serving  in  this  Department. 
Neither  will  such  slaves  be  allowed  to  accompany  troops  on 
the  march. 

Commanders  of  troops  will  be  held  responsible  for  a  strict 
observance  of  this  order. 
By  command  of  Brigadier  General  Mansfield : 

TIIEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Complaint  having  been  made  that  slaves  were 
abducted  by  soldiers  going  North  on  the  cars, 
the  following  order  was  issued : 

Headquarters  City  Guard, 

Washington,  August  10, 1861. 
To  Captain  H.  Davidson, 

Commanding  Guard  at  Railroad  Depot : 
Sir:  It  is  directed  by  the  Provost  Marshal  that  yon  pe> 
mit  no  soldiers  to  leave  this  city  by  the  railroad  who  are 
unable  to  show  that  they  have  been  properly  discharged 
from  the  service  of  tho  United  States ;  also,  that  no  negroes, 
without  sufficient  eiidence  of  their  being  free  or  of  their 
right  to  travel,  are  permitted  to  leave  the  city  upon  the 
cars. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
W.  W.  AVERELL,  A.  A.  A.  G. 

EMANCIPATION  PROCLAMATION  OF  GEN.  FREMONT.* 

Headquarters  of  thf.  Western  Department, 
St.  Louis,  August  31, 1861. 
Circumstances  in  my  judgment,  of  sufficient  ui'gency, 
render  it  necessary  that  the  commanding  general  of  this 

*  Tliis  Retaliatory  Proclamation  was  issued  by  a  rebel 
officer : 

Headquarters  First  Military  District  M.  S.  G. 
Camp  Hunter,  September  2, 1861. 
To  all  whrrni  it  may  concern : 

Whereas  Major  General  John  C.  Fremont,  commanding 
the  minions  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
has  seen  fit  to  declare  martial  law  throughout  the  whole 
State, and  has  threatened  to  shoot  any  citizen  soldiorfountl 
in  arms  within  certain  limits;  also,  to  confiscate  the  prop- 
erty and  free  the  negroes  belonging  to  the  members  of  tha 
Missouri  State  Guard : 

Therefore,  know  ye  that  I,  M.  JefT.  Thompson,  Brigadier 
General  of  the  first  militiiry  district  of  Missouri,  having  not 
only  the  military  authority  of  Brigadier  General,  but  cer- 
tain police  powers  granted  by  Acting  Governor  Thomas  0. 
Reynolds,  and  confirmed  afterwards  by  Governor  Jackson, 
do  most  solemnly  promise  thai:  for  every  member  of  the 
Missouri  State  Guard  or  soldier  of  our  allies,  the  armies  of 
the  Confederate  States,  who  shall  be  put  to  death  in  pursu- 
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Department  should  assume  the  administrative  powers  of  the 
State.  Its  disorganized  condition,  the  helplessness  of  the 
civil  authority,  the  total  insecurity  of  life,  and  the  devastation 
of  property  by  bands  of  murderers  and  marauders,  who  in- 
fest nearly  every  county  of  the  State,  and  avail  themselves 
of  the  public  misfortunes  and  the  vicinity  of  a  hostile  force 
to  gratify  private  and  nelghboi-hood  vengeance,  and  who 
find  an  enemy  wherever  they  find  plunder,  finally  demand 
the  severest  measures  to  repress  the  daily  increasing  crimes 
and  outiages  which  are  driving  off  the  inhabitants  and 
ruining  the  State. 

In  this  condition  the  public  safety  and  the  success  of  our 
arms  require  unity  of  purpose,  without  let  or  hindrance,  to 
the  prompt  administration  of  affairs. 

Ill  order,  therefore,  to  suppress  disorder,  to  maintain  as 
far  as  now  practicable  the  public  peace,  and  to  give  security 
and  pro  eciion  to  the  persons  and  property  of  loyal  citizens, 
I  do  hereby  e.\tend  and  declare  established  martial  law 
throughout  the  State  ol  Missouri. 

The  lines  of  the  army  of  occupation  in  this  State  are  for 
the-  present  declared  to  extend  from  Leavenworth  by  way 
of  the  prists  of  Jefferson  City,  Rolla,  and  Ironton,  to  Cape 
Girardeau,  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

All  ijersons  who  shall  be  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands 
within  these  lines  shall  be  tried  by  court-martial,  and  if 
fourid  gu  Ity  will  be  shot. 

The  property,  real  and  personal,  of  all  persons,  in  the 
Statu  of  Missouri,  who  shall  take  up  arms  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  who  shall  be  directly  provento  have  taken  an 
active  part  with  their  enemies  in  the  field,  is  declared  to  be 
coufiscLited  to  the  public  use,  and  their  slaves,  if  any  they 
Lave,  are  hereby  declared  free  men. 

All  persons  who  shall  bo  proven  to  have  destroyed,  after 
the  publiaitioii  of  this  order,  railroad  tracks,  bridges,  or  tele- 
graphs, shall  suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law. 

AH' persons  engageil  in  tieasoiiabl'j  correspondence,  in 
giving  or  procuring  aid  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
in  f  menting  tumults,  in  disturbiugthe  public  tranquillity 
by  creating  and  circulating  false  reports  or  incendiary 
documents,  are  in  their  own  interests  warned  that  they  are 
exposing  themselves  to  sudden  and  severe  punishment. 

AH  persons  who  have  been  led  away  from  their  allegi- 
aiii-e  are  required  to  return  to  their  homes  forthwith;  any 
such  absence,  without  sufficient  cause,  will  be  held  to  be 
presumptive  evidence  against  them. 

The  object  of  this  declaration  is  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  military  authorities  the  pcjwer  to  give  instantaneous 
effect  to  existing  laws,  and  to  supply  such  deficiencies  as 
the  conditions  of  war  demand  But  this  is  not  intended  to 
suspend  tlie  onlinary  tribunals  of  the  country,  where  the 
law  will  be  administered  by  the  civil  officers  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  with  their  customary  authority,  while  the 
same  can  be  peaceably  exercised. 

The  commanding  general  will  labor  vigilantly  for  the 
public  Welfare,  and  iu  his  efforts  for  their  safety  hopes  to 
obtain  not  only  the  acquiescence,  but  the  active  support  of 
the  loyal  people  of  the  country. 

J.  0.  FREMONT, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

[Special  Military  Order.] 
Headquarters  Western  Department, 

St.  Louis,  August  30, 1861. 

The  commanding  general  sincerely  regrets  that  he  finds 
it  necessary  to  make  any  reproach  to  the  patriotic  army 
under  his  command.  He  had  hoped  that  the  rigid  enfcjrce- 
nient  of  discipline  and  the  good  example  of  the  mass  of  the 
enlightened  soldiery  which  he  has  the  honor  to  lead,  would 
h:ivo  been  suthcient  to  correct  in  good  time  the  irregulari- 
ties and  licence  of  the  few  who  have  reflected  discredit 
upon  our  cause  and  ourselves 

But  the  extension  of  martial  law  to  all  the  State  of  Blis- 
Boui  i,  rendered  suddenly  necessiiry  by  its  unhappy  condition, 
renu<  rs  it  equally  imperative  to  call  the  army  to  good  order 
and  rigorous  discipline.    They  are  reminded  that  the  power 


ance  of  the  said  order  of  Gen.  Fremont,  I  will  hang,  draw, 
and  quarter  a  minion  of  said  Abraham  Lincoln. 

While  I  am  anxious  that  this  unfortunate  war  shall  be 
conducted,  if  possible,  upon  the  most  Uberal  principles  of 
civilized  warfare — and  every  order  that  I  have  issued  has 
been  with  that  object — yet,  if  this  nile  is  to  be  adopted, 
(and  it  must  first  be  done  by  our  enemies,"!  I  intend  to  ex- 
coed  Gen.  Fremont  in  his  excesses,  and  will  make  all  tories 
that  come  within  my  reach  rue  the  day  that  a  different 
policy  was  adopted  by  their  leadt'rs.  Already  mills,  barns, 
warehouses,  and  othir  private  property  have  been  wastefully 
and  wantonly  dinlroyed  by  the  enemy  in  this  district, 
while  wo  have  taken  notlung  except  articles  strictly  con- 
traband or  absolutely  necessary.  Should  these  things  be 
repeated,  I  will  retaliate  ten-fold,  so  help  me  God ! 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Bi-ig.  Gen.  Commanding. 


to  inflict  the  extraordinary  severities  of  the  now  governing 
law  is  rigidly  confined  to  few,  who  are  to  be  held  strictly 
accountable  for  its  exercise.  They  are  also  reminded  that 
the  same  necessity  which  requires  the  establishment  of 
martial  law  demands  also  the  enforcement  of  the  military 
law,  which  governs  themselves  with  the  same  sudden  se- 
verity. 

The  commanding  general  therefore  strictly  prohibits  all 
vexatious  proceedings  calculated  unnecessarily  to  harass 
the  citizens,  and  also  unauthorized  searches,  seizm-es,  and 
destruction  of  property,  except  iu  cases  of  miUtary  neces- 
sity, and  for  which  the  officer  authorizing  or  permitting  it 
>vill  be  held  strictlj-  and  personally  responsible. 

All  officers  commanding  districts,  posts,  or  detachments 
ire  enjoined  to  use  the  utmost  prudence  and  clrcumspeo- 
:on  in  the  discharge  of  theu-  duties.  Under  the  circum- 
c- '  ances  a  strict  obedience  to  orders,  close  attention  to  du- 
t:  -s,  and  an  earnest  effort  to  protect  and  to  avoid  harassing 
io'iocent  persons,  is  requested  and  expected  everywhere 
fi '  m  officers  and  men. 

The  commanding  general  trusts  that  he  will  find  few 
occasions  to  reproach  the  troops.    He  hopes  and  believes 
that  he  will  find  many  to  admire  and  commend  them. 
J.  C.  FREMONT, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

PRESIDENT  Lincoln's  first  lettek  to  general 

FREMONT. 
[Private.] 
Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  2,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Two  points  in  your  procla- 
mation of  August  30th  give  me  some  anxiety  : 

First.  Should  you  shoot  a  man  according 
to  the  proclamation,  the  Confederates  would 
very  certainly  shoot  our  best  men  in  their 
hands,  in  retaliation ;  and  so,  man  for  man, 
indefinitely.  It  is,  therefore,  my  order  that 
you  allow  no  man  to  be  shot  under  the  procla- 
mation without  first  having  my  approbation  or 
consent. 

Second.  I  think  there  is  great  danger  that 
the  closing  paragraph,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
fiscation of  property,  and  the  liberating  slaves 
of  traitorous  owners,  will  alarm  our  Southern 
Union  friends  and  turn  them  against  us ;  per- 
haps ruin  our  rather  fair  prospect  for  Kentucky. 

Allow  me,  therefore,  to  ask  that  you  will, 
as  of  your  own  motion,  modify  that  paragraph 
so  as  to  conform  to  the  first  and  fourth  sections 
of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled,  "  An  act  to 
confiscate  property  used  for  insurrectionary 
purposes,"  approved  August  6,  1861,  and  a 
copy  of  whicTi  act  I  herewith  send  you. 

This  letter  is  written  in  a  spirit  of  caution, 
and  not  of  censure. 

I  send  it  by  a  special  messenger,  in  that  it 
may  certainly  and  speedily  reach  you. 

Yours,  very  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Major  General  Fremont. 

GEN.  Fremont's  replt. 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 

St.  Louis,  September  8,  1861. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  second,  by 
special  messenger,  I  know  to  have  been  written 
before  you  had  received  my  letter,  and  before 
my  telegraphic  dispatches  and  the  rapid  develop- 
ment of  critical  conditions  here  had  informed 
you  of  affairs  in  this  quarter.  1  had  not  writ- 
ten to  you  fully  and  frequently  ;  first,  because 
in  the  incessant  change  of  affairs  I  would  be 
exposed  to  give  you  contradictory  accounts  ; 
and,  secondly,  because  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
jects to  be  laid  before  you  would  demand  too 
much  of  your  time. 

Trusting  to  have  your  confidence,  I  have 
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been  leaving  it  to  events  themselves  to  show 
you  whether  or  not  I  was  shaping  affairs  here 
according  to  your  ideas.  The  shortest  com- 
muuication  between  Washington  and  St.  Louis 
geuerally  involves  two  days,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  two  days  in  time  of  war  goes  largely 
toward  success  or  disaster.  I  therefore  went 
along  according  to  my  own  judgment,  leaving 
the  result  of  my  movement  to  justify  me  with 
you.  And  so  in  regard  to  my  proclamation  of 
the  thirtieth.  Between  the  rebel  armies,  the 
provisional  government,  and  home  traitors,  1 
felt  the  position  bad,  and  saw  danger.  In  the 
night  I  decided  upon  the  proclamation  and  the 
form  of  it — I  wrote  it  the  next  morning  and 
priuted  it  the  same  day.  I  did  it  without  con- 
sultation or  advice  with  any  one,  acting  solely 
with  my  best  judgment  to  serve  the  country  and 
yourself,  and  perfectly  willing  to  receive  the 
amount  of  censure  which  should  be  thought 
due,  if  I  had  made  a  false  movement.  This  is 
as  much  a  movement  in  the  war  as  a  battle,  and 
in  going  into  these  I  shall  have  to  act  accord- 
ing to  my  judgment  of  the  ground  before  me, 
as  1  did  on  this  occasion.  If,  upon  reflection, 
your  better  judgment  still  decides  that  I  am 
wrong  in  the  article  respecting  the  liberation 
of  slaves,  I  have  to  ask  that  you  will  openly 
direct  me  to  make  the  correction.  The  implied 
censure  will  be  received  as  a  soldier  always 
should  the  reprimand  of  his  chief.  If  I  were  to 
retract  of  my  own  accord,  it  would  imply  that 
I  myself  thought  it  wrong,  and  that  I  had  acted 
without  the  reflection  which  the  gravity  of  the 
point  demanded.  But  I  did  not.  I  acted  with 
full  d- liberation,  and  upon  the  certain  convic- 
tion that  it  was  a  measure  right  and  necessary, 
and  I  think  so  still. 

In  regard  to  the  other  point  of  the  proclama- 
tion to  which  you  refer,  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
do  not  think  the  enemy  can  either  misconstrue 
or  urge  anything  against  it,  or  undertake  to 
make  unusual  retaliation.  The  shooting  of  men 
who  shall  rise  in  arms  against  an  army  in  the  mil- 
itary occupation  of  a  country  is  merely  a  neces- 
sary measure  of  defence,  and  entirely  according 
to  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare.  The  article 
does  not  at  all  refer  to  prisoners  of  war,  and 
certainly  our  enemies  have  no  grounds  for  re- 
quiring that  we  should  waive  in  their  benefit 
any  of  the  ordinary  advantages  which  the 
usages  of  war  allow  to  us. 

As  promptitude  is  itself  an  advantage  in  war, 
I  have  also  to  ask  that  you  will  permit  me  to 
carry  out  upon  the  spot  the  provisions  of  the 
proclamation  in  this  respect. 

Looking  at  affairs  from  this  point  of  view,  I 
am  satisGed  that  strong  and  vigorous  measures 
have  now  become  necessary  to  the  success  of 
our  arms;  and  hoping  that  my  views  maj^  have 
the  honor  to  meet  your  approval, 

I  am,  with  respect  and  regard,  very  truly 
yours. 

The  Pbesident.  J.  C.  FREMONT. 

THE    president's    RE.TOINDER    ORDERING  A  MODI- 
FICATION 0P  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Washington,  September  11,  1861. 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  8th,  in  answer  to  mine  of 
llie  2d  ijastant,  is  just  received.     Assuming  that 


you,  upon  the  ground,  could  better  judge  of  the 
necessities  of  your  position  than  I  could  at  thia 
distance,  on  seeing  your  proclamation  of  Au- 
gust 30th,  I  perceived  no  general  objection  to 
it.  The  particular  clause,  however,  in  relation 
to  the  confiscation  of  property  and  the  libera- 
tion of  slaves,  appeared  to  me  to  be  objection- 
able in  its  non-cjnformity  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress past^ed  the  Gth  of  last  August  upon  the 
same  subjects  ;  and  hence  I  wrote  you  express- 
ing my  wish  that  that  clause  should  be  modi- 
fied accordingly.  Your  answer,  just  received, 
expresses  the  preference,  on  your  part,  that  I 
should  make  an  open  order  for  the  modifica- 
tion, which  I  very  cheerfully  do.  It  is  there- 
fore ordered  that  the  said  clause  of  said  procla- 
mation be  so  modified,  held,  and  construed  as 
to  conform  to  and  not  to  transcend  the  provis- 
ions on  the  same  subject  contained  in  the  act 
of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  confiscate  prop- 
erty used  for  insurrectionary  purposes,"  ap- 
proved August  6,  1861,  and  that  said  act  be 
published  at  length  with  this  order. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  LINCOLN. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Fremont. 

general  Fremont's  letter  to  rebel  colonel 

TAYLOR,  explaining  HIS  PROCLAMATION. 

Headquaeters  Western  Department, 
September  J4, 1S61. 
Col.  T  T.  Tatlor,  Commanding  at  Springfield,  Mo.  : 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  8th  instant,  containing  an  erroneous 
construction  of  my  proclamation  of  the  3oth  ultimo,  baa 
had  my  attention. 

1  uuderstanci  the  object  of  your  nolo  to  be  to  enquire 
wliether  it  was  my  intention  to  shoot  the  wounded  who 
might  be  made  prisoners  by  the  forces  under  luy  com- 
mand. The  following  paragrapli,  extracted  from  the  pro- 
clamation, \vi!l  be  strictly  enforced  within  the  lines  pre 
scribed  against  the  class  of  ofl'enders  for  whom  it  was  in- 
tended, viz : 

"  All  persons  who  shall  be  taken  with  arms  in  their 
hands  within  these  lines  shall  be  tried  by  a  court  martial, 
and  if  Jound  gudty  will  be  shot." 

The  lines  are  expressly  declared  to  be  those  of  the  army 
in  the  military  occupation  of  this  State. 

You  have  wholly  misapprehended  the  meaning  of  the 
proclamation.  Without  undertaking  to  determine  the  cou- 
dition  of  any  man  engaged  in  this  rebellion,  I  desire  it  to 
bo  clearly  understood  that  the  proclamation  is  intended 
distinctly  to  recognize  the  usual  rights  of  an  open  enemy 
in  the  Held,  and  to  be  in  all  respects  strictly  conformable 
with  the  usages  of  war.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to 
say  that  it  was  not  prepared  With  any  puriwse  to  ignore 
the  ordinary  rights  of  humanity  with  respect  to  tho 
wounded  men,  or  those  who  are  humanely  engaged  in  alle. 
viating  their  sufferings. 

J.  C.  FREMONT, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


GENERAL  INSTRUCTIONS  OF  THE  WAR  OFFICE. 
War  Department,  October  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  conducting  military  operations  within  States  de- 
clared by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  to  be  in  a  state 
of  insurrection,  you  will  govern  yourself,  so  far  as  persons 
held  to  service  under  the  laws  of  such  States  are  concerned, 
by  the  principles  of  the  letters  addressed  by  me  to  Major 
General  IJntlcr  on  the  30th  of  May  and  the  8th  of  August, 
copies  of  wliich  are  herewith  furnished  to  you.  As  special 
directions,  adapted  to  special  circumstances,  cannot  be 
given,  much  must  be  refeiTed  to  your  own  discretion  as 
commanding  general  of  the  expedition.  You  will,  how- 
ever, in  general  avail  yourself  of  the  services  of  any  persons, 
whether  fugitives  from  laljor  or  not,  who  may  offer  tliem  to 
the  national  Government;  you  will  employ  such  persons  in 
such  services  as  they  may  be  fitted  for,  either  as  ordinary 
employes,  or,  if  special  circumstances  seem  to  rcipiire  it, 
in  any  other  capacity  with  such  organization,  in  squads, 
companies,  or  otherwise,  as  you  deem  most  beneficial  to  the 
service.    This,  however,  not  to  mean  a  general  arming  of 
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them  for  military  serdce.  You  will  assure  all  loyal  masters 
Uiat  Cougress  will  provide  just  compensation  to  them  for 
the  loss  of  the  services  of  the  persons  so  employed.  It  is 
believed  that  the  course  thus  indicated  will  best  secure  the 
substantial  I'ights  of  loyal  masters,  and  tlie  benefits  to  the 
United  States  of  the  services  of  all  disposed  to  support  the 
Government,  while  it  avoids  all  interference  with  the^social 
systems  or  local  institutions  of  every  State,  beyond  that 
wliich  insurrection  makes  unavoidable,  and  which  a  restora- 
tion of  peaceful  relations  to  the  Union,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, will  immediately  remove. 

Respectfully,  SIMON  CAMERON, 

iiccretary  of  War. 
Brigadier  General  T.  W.  Sher5IAN, 

Ci/nanaruling  Expedition  to  tJie  SoutJiern  Coast. 

In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  a  procla- 
mation was  issued  by  General  Sherman  to  the 
people  of  South  Carolina,  saying  that — 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President  of  these 
United  States  of  America,  I  have  landed  on  j'our  shores 
with  a  small  force  of  national  troops.  The  dictates  of  a 
duty  which,  under  these  circumstances,  I  owe  to  a  great 
sovereign  State,  and  to  a  proud  and  liospitable  people, 
among  whom  I  have  passed  some  of  the  pleasantest  daj's 
of  my  life,  prompt  me  to  proclaim  that  we  have  come 
amongst  you  with  no  feelings  of  personal  animosity,  no 
desire  to  harm  your  citizens,  destroy  your  property,  or  in- 
terfere with  any  of  your  lawful  rights  or  your  social  or 
local  institutions,  beyond  what  the  causes  herein  alluded 
to  may  render  unavoidable. 

Major  General  Dix  also  issued  a  proclamation 
to  the  people  of  Accomac  and  Northampton 
counties,  Virginia,  dated  November  13,  1861, 
beginni  g  as  follows  : 

The  military  forces  of  the  United  States  are  about  to 
enter  your  counties  as  a  part  .of  the  Union.  They  will  go 
among  you  a.s  friends,  and  with  the  earnest  hojje  that  they 
may  not,  by  your  own  acts,  be  forced  to  become  your  ene- 
mies. They  will  invade  no  rights  of  person  or  property. 
On  the  contrary,  your  laws,  yom-  institutions,  your  usages, 
will  be  scrupulously  respected.  There  need  be  no  fear  that 
the  quietude  of  any  fireside  will  be  disturbed,  unless  the 
disturbance  is  caused  by  yourselves. 

Special  directions  have  been  given  not  to  interfere  with 
the  condition  of  any  person  held  to  domestic  service;  and. 
In  order  that  there  may  be  no  ground  lor  mistake  or  pre- 
text for  misrepresentation,  commanders  of  regiments  and 
corps  have  been  instructed  not  to  permit  any  such  persons 
to  come  within  their  lines. 

The  same  day,  Major  General  Wool  issued 
this  order : 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fori  Monroe,  October  14,  ItiGl. 
[Special  Orders  No.  72.] 

All  colored  persons  called  co'.trabands,  employed  as  set^ 
vauts  by  officers  and  others  residing  within  i'ort  Monroe, 
or  outside  of  the  Fort  at  Camp  Hamilton  and  Camp  Butler 
will  be  furnished  with  their  subsistence  and  at  least  eight 
dollars  per  month  for  males,  and  four  dollars  per  monthfor 
females,  by  the  officers  or  others  thus  employing  them. 

So  much  of  the  above  named  sums,  as  m:iy  be  necessary 
to  furnish  clothing,  to  bodecided  by  the  Chief  Quartermas- 
ter of  the  department,  will  be  applied  to  that  purpose,  and 
the  remainder  will  be  paid  into  his  bands  to  create  a  fund 
for  the  support  of  those  contrabands  who  are  unable  to 
work  for  their  own  support. 

All  able-bodied  colored  persons  who  are  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  troops  of  this  department,  and  who  are  not 
em|.loyed  as  servants,  will  be  immediately  put  to  work  in 
eitlier  the  Kngineer's  or  Quartermaster's  Department. 

Uy  command  of  Major  General  Wool: 

(.Signed;  WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Again,  November  1,  18G1  . 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe,  November  1, 18(31. 
[General  Orders  No.  34.] 

The  following  pay  and  allowances  will  constitute  the 
valuation  of  the  labor  of  the  cnntrabant.s  at  work  in  the 
Engineer,  Ordnance,  Quartermaster,  Commissary,  and  Medi- 
c-.il  Departments  at  this  post,  to  be  paid  as  hereinafter  inen- 
lioued : 

Class  1st. — Negro  men  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
able-bodied,  ten  dollars  per  month,  one  ration  and  the 
nicessary  amount  of  clothing. 

Class  lid.— Negro  boys  from  12  to  18  years  of  age,  and 
sickly  and  infirm  negio  men,  five  dollars  per  month,  one 
ration,  and  the  necessary  amount  of  clothing. 


The  quartermaster  will  furnish  all  the  clothing.  The  de- 
partment employing  these  men  will  furnish  the  subsist- 
ence specified  above,  and  as  an  incentive  to  good  behavior 
(to  be  withheld  at  the  direction  of  the  chiefs  of  the  depart- 
ments respectively)  each  individual  of  the  first  class  will 
receive  S2  per  month,  and  each  individual  of  the  second 
class  $1  per  month,  for  their  o\nx  use.  The  remainder  of 
the  money  valuation  of  their  labor  will  be  turned  over  to 
the  quartermaster,  who  will  deduct  from  it  the  cost  of  the 
clothing  issued  to  them ;  the  balance  will  constitute  a  fund 
to  be  expended  by  the  quartermaster  under  the  direction  of 
the  comm;inding  officer  of  the  department  of  Virginia  for 
the  support  of  the  women  and  children  and  those  that  are 
unable  to  work. 

For  any  unusual  amount  of  labor  performed  they  may 
receive  extra  pay,  varying  in  amount  from  fifty  cents  to  one 
dollar,  this  to  be  paid  by  the  departments  employing  them, 
to  the  men  themselves,  and  to  be  for  their  own  use. 

Should  any  man  be  prevented  from  working,  on  account 
of  sickness,  for  six  consecutive  days,  or  ten  days  in  any  one 
mouth,  one  half  of  the  money  value  will  be  paid.  For  be- 
ing prevented  from  laboring  for  a  longer  period  than  ten 
days  in  any  one  month  all  pay  and  allowances  cease. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Wool: 

(Signed)  WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


GENERAL     HALLECK'S     ORDEE    OF    NOTEMBEB    20, 
1861.* 
HXADQUAETERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  MISSOURI, 

St.  Louis,  November  20, 1861. 
[General  Orders  No.  3.] 

I.  It  has  been  represented  that  important  information, 
respecting  the  number  and  condition  of  our  forces,  is  con- 
veyed to  the  enemy  by  means  of  fugitive  slaves  who  are 
admitted  within  our  lines.  In  order  to  remedy  this  evil, 
it  is  directed  that  no  such  persons  he  hereafter  permitted 
to  enter  the  lines  of  any  camp,  or  of  any  forces  on  the 
mai-ch ;  and  that  any  now  within  such  lines  be  immediately 
excluded  therefrom. 


CONTRABANDS    IX   THE  DISTRICT. 

Department  <if  State, 
Wasiiinutiin,  December  4, 1861. 
To  Major  General  Geo.  B.  McClellan,  Washington. 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  following  subject: 

Persons  claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor  under  the 
laws  ol  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  actually  employed  in 
hostile  service  again-'t  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  frequently  escape  from  the  lines  of  the  enemy's 
forces  and  are  received  within  the  lines  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac. 

This  Department  understands  that  such  persons  after- 
wards coming  into  the  city  of  Washington  are  liable  to  be 
arrested  by  the  city  police,  upon  the  presumption,  arising 
from  coior,  that  they  are  fugitives  from  servico  or  labor. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  Coneress  approved  Au- 
gust 6lh,  1861  .entitli  d  ''An  act  ti^  conliscate  propeity 
used  for  insurrectionary  purposes,"  such  hostile  employ- 
ment is  made  a  full  and  sufficient  answer  to  any  further 
chum  to  service  Of  labor.  Persons  thus  employed  and  es- 
caping are  received  into  the  military  protection  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  arrest  as  fugitives  from  service  or 
labor  should  be  immediately  followed  by  the  military  ar- 
rest of  the  parties  making  the  seizure. 

Copies  of  this  communication  will  be  sent  to  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  Washington   and  to  the  Marshal  of  the  Dis- 


*  General  Halleck,  in  a  letter,  thus  explained  the  order : 
IIeadqu.ariers  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
St.  Louis,  December  8, 1861. 

Mt  dear  Colonel  :  Yours  of  the  4th  instant  is  just  re- 
ceived. Order  No.  3  was,  in  my  mind,  clearly  a  military 
necessity.  Unauthorized  persons,  black  or  white,  free  or 
slaves,  must  be  kept  out  of  our  camps,  unless  we  are  wil- 
ling to  publish  to  the  enemy  every  tiling  we  do  or  intend 
to  do.    It  was  a  military  and  not  a  political  order. 

I  am  ready  to  carry  out  any  lawful  instructions  in  regard 
to  fugitive  slaves  which  my  superiors  may  give  me,  and  to 
enforce  any  law  wlrich  Congress  may  pass.  But  I  cannot 
make  law,  and  will  not  violate  it.  You  know  my  private 
opinion  on  the  policy  of  confiscating  the  slave  pi'operty  of 
rebels  in  arms.  If  Congress  shall  pass  it,  you  may  be  cer- 
tain that  I  shall  enforce  it.  Perhaps  my  policy  as  to  th» 
treatment  of  rebels  and  their  property  is  as  well  set  out  iii 
Order  No.  13,  issued  the  day  your  letter  wa4.written,  aa  I 
could  now  describe  it. 

Hon.  F.  P.  Blaib,  Washington. 


AND  KINDRED  SUBJECTS. 
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trict  of  Co'uitbia,  that  ftty  collision  between  the  civil  and 
military  autliorities  may  be  avoided. 
I  am,  Geueral,  your  very  obedient, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


FEOM  TUB  KEPOBT   OF    THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 
DEC.   1,    18G1. 

It  is  already  a  grave  question  what  shall  be  done  with 
those  slaves  who  were  abandoned  by  their  owners  on  the 
advance  of  our  troops  into  southern  territory,  as  at  Beau- 
fort district,  in  South  Carolina.  Th«  number  left  within 
our  control  at  that  point  is  very  considerable,  and  similar 
Cftses  will  probably  occur.  AVhat  shall  be  done  with  them? 
Can  we  afibrd  to  send  them  forward  to  their  masters,  to  be 
by  them  armed  against  us,  or  used  in  producing  supplies 
to  sustain  tlie  rebellion?  Their  labor  may  be  useful  to  us; 
withheld  from  the  enemy  it  lessens  his  military  resources, 
and  withholding  them  has  no  tendency  to  induce  tho 
huiTors  of  insurrection,  even  in  the  rebel  communities. 
They  constitute  a  military  resource,  and,  being  such,  that 
they  should  not  be  turned  over  to  the  enemy  is  too  plain  to 
discuss.  Why  deprive  him  of  supplies  by  a  blockade,  and 
voluntarily  give  him  men  to  produce  them  ? 

The  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  slaves  of  rebels,  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  can  be  safely  left  to  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  Congress.  The  Representatives  of  t^e  people 
will  unquestionably  secui-e  to  the  loyal  slaveholders  every 
right  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  country. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  IVar,  as  originally  prepari'd  was  as 
follows,  and  that  it  was  modified  at  the  request 
of  the  President  : 

It  has  become  a  grave  question  for  determination  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  slaves  abandoned  by  their  owners  on 
the  advance  of  our  troops  into  southern  territory,  as  in  the 
Beaufort  district  of  South  Carolina.  Tlie  whole  v/hite  popu- 
lation therein  is  six  thousand,  while  the  number  of  negroes 
exceeds  thirty-two  thousand.  The  panic  which  drove  their 
masters  in  wild  confusion  from  their  homes,  leaves  them  in 
undisputed  possession  of  the  soil.  Shall  they,  armed  by 
their  masters,  be  placed  in  the  field  to  fight  against  us,  or 
Ehall  their  labor  be  continually  employed  in  reproducing 
the  means  for  supporting  the  armies  of  rebellion? 

The  war  into  which  this  Government  has  been  forced  by 
rebellious  traitors  is  canied  on  for  the  pmpose  of  repo.sses- 
sing  the  property  violently  and  treacherously  seized  upon 
by  the  enemies  of  the  Government,  and  to  re-estaldish  the 
authority  and  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  places  where 
it  is  opposed  or  overthrown  by  armed  insurrection  and  re- 
bellion. Its  purpose  is  to  recover  and  defend  what  is  jiistly 
its  own. 

War,  even  between  independent  nations,  is  made  to 
subdue  the  enemy,  and  all  that  belongs  to  that  enemy,  by 
occupying  the  hostile  country,  and  exercising  dominion 
over  all  the  men  and  things  within  its  territory.  This 
being  true  in  respect  to  independent  nations  at  war  with 
each  other,  it  follows  that  rebels  who  are  laboring  by  force 
of  arms  to  overthrow  a  Government,  justly  bring  upon 
themselves  all  the  consequences  of  war,  and  provoke  thu 
destruction  merited  by  the  worst  of  crimes.  That  Govern- 
ment would  be  false  to  national  trust,  and  would  justly 
excite  the  ritUcule  of  the  civilized  world,  that  would  abstain 
from  the  use  of  any  efficient  means  to  preserve  its  own 
existence,  or  to  overcome  a  rebellious  and  traitorous  enemy, 
by  sparing  or  protecting  the  property  of  those  who  are 
waging  war  against  it. 

The  principal  wealth  and  power  of  the  rebel  States  is 
a  peculiar  species  of  property,  consisting  of  the  service  or 
h'.bor  of  African  slaves,  or  the  descendants  of  Africans. 
This  property  has  been  variously  estimated  at  the  value  of 
from  seven  hundred  million  to  one  thousand  million  dollars'. 

Why  should  this  property  be  exempt  from  the  hazards 
and  consequences  of  a  rebellious  wiir? 

It  was  the  boastof  the  leader  of  the  rebellion,  while  he 
yet  had  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
southern  States  would  be  comparatively  safe  and  free  from 
the  burdens  of  war,  if  it  should  be  brought  on  by  the  con- 
templated rebellion,  and  that  boast  was  accompanied  by 
the  savage  threat  that  "northern  towns  and  cities  would 
become  the  victims  of  rapine  and  military  spoil,"  and  that 
'•northern  men  should  smell  southern  gunpowder  and  feel 
southern  steel."  No  one  doubts  the  disposition  of  the 
rebels  to  cariy  that  threat  into  execution.  The  wealth  of 
northern  towns  and  cities,  the  produce  of  northern  farms, 
northern  workshops  and  manufactories  would  certainly  be 
seized,  destroyed,  or  appropriated  as  military  spoil.  No 
property  in  the  North  would  be  spared  from  the  hands  of 


the  rebels,  and  their  rapine  wonld  be  defended  nnder  the 
laws  of  war.  While  the  loyal  States  thus  have  all  their 
property  and  possessions  at  stake,  are  the  insurgent  rel  els 
to  carry  on  warfare  against  the  Government  in  peace  and 
secuiity  to  then-  own  property? 

Reason  and  justice  and  self-preservation  forl)id  that 
such  should  be  the  policy  of  this  Government,  but  demand, 
on  the  contrary,  that,  being  forced  by  traitors  and  rebels  to 
the  extremity  of  war,  aU  the  rights  and  powers  of  war 
should  be  exercised  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  end. 

Those  who  war  against  the  Government  justly  forfeit 
all  rights  of  property,  privilege,  or  security,  derived  from 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  agiunst  which  they  are  in  armed 
rebellion  ;  and  as  the  labor  and  service  of  their  slaves  con- 
stitute the  chief  property  of  the  rebels,  such  property  should 
share  the  common  fate  of  war  to  which  they  ha.ve  devoted 
the  property  of  loj'al  citizens. 

While  it  is.pliun  that  the  slave  property  of  the  South  is 
justly  sulijected  to  all  the  consequences  of  this  re!jelliou3 
war,  anil  that  the  Government  would  be  untrue  to  its  trust 
in  not  employing  all  the  rights  and  powers  of  war  to  bring 
it  to  a  speedy  close,  the  details  of  the  plan  for  doing  so,  like 
all  other  military  measures,  must,  in  a  great  degree,  be  left 
to  be  determined  by  particular  exigencies.  The  disposition 
of  other  jjroperty  belonging  to  the  rebels  that  becomes  sub- 
ject to  our  arms  is  governed  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  The  Government  has  no  power  to  hold  slaves,  none 
to  restrain  a  slave  of  his  liberty,  or  to  exact  his  service.  It 
has  a  right,  however,  to  use  the  voluntary  service  of  slaves 
liberated  by  war  from  their  rebel  masters,  like  any  other 
property  of  the  rebels,  in  whatever  mode  may  be  u:ost  etii- 
cieut  for  the  defence  of  the  Government,  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  and  the  suppression  of  rebellion.  It  is  clearly  a 
right  of  the  Government  to  arm  slaves  when  it  may  become 
necessary  as  it  is  to  take  gunpowder  from  the  enemy. 
Whether  it  is  expedient  to  do  so  is  purely  a  military  ques- 
tion. The  right  is  unquestionable  by  the  laws  of  war.  The 
expediency  must  be  determined  by  circumstances,  keeping 
in  view  the  great  object  of  overcoming  the  tlie  rebels,  re-es- 
tablishing the  Uiws,  and  restoring  peace  to  the  nation. 

It  is  vain  and  idle  for  the  Government  to  carry  on  this 
war,  or  hope  to  maintain  its  exittence  against  rebellio'is 
force,  without  employing  all  the  rights  and  powers  of  war. 
As  has  been  said,  the  right  to  deprive  the  rebels  of  their 
property  in  slaves  and  slave  labor  is  as  clear  and  abso- 
lute as  the  right  to  take  forage  from  the  field,  or  cotton  from 
the  warehouse,  or  powder  and  arms  from  the  magazine.  To 
leave  the  enemy  in  the  possession  of  such  property  as  for- 
age and  cotton  and  military  stores,  and  the  means  of  con- 
stantly reproducing  them,  would  be  madness.  It  is,  there- 
fore, equal  madness  to  leave  them  in  peaceful  and  secure 
possession  of  slave  property,  more  valuable  and  eflicient  to 
them  for  war  than  forage,  cotton,  and  military  stores.  Such 
policy  would  be  national  svdcide.  What  to  do  with  that 
species  of  proijerty  is  a  question  that  time  and  ctrcumstaucea 
will  solve,  and  need  not  be  anticipated  further  than  to  re- 
peat that  they  cannot  be  held  by  the  Government  as  slaves. 
It  would  be  useless  to  keep  them  as  prisoners  of  war;  and 
self-preservation,  the  highest  duty  of  a  Government,  or  of 
individuals,  demands  that  they  should  be  disposetl  of  or  em- 
ployed in  the  most  effective  manner  that  will  tend  most 
spee<lily  to  suppress  the  insurrection  and  restore  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government.  If  it  shall  be  found  that  the  men 
who  have  been  held  by  the  rebels  as  slaves  are  capable  of 
bearing  arms  and  performing  efficient  niilit;u-y  service,  it  is 
the  right,  and  may  become  the  duty,  of  this  Government  to 
arm  and  equip  them,  and  employ  their  services -against  the 
rebels,  \mder  proper  military  regulations,  discipline,  and 
command. 

But  in  whatever  manner  they  may  be  used  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  plain  that,  once  liberated  by  the  rebellious 
act  of  their  masters,  they  should  never  again  be  restored  to 
bondage.  By  the  master's  treason  and  rebellion  ho  forfeits 
all  right  to  the  labor  and  service  of  his  slave ;  and  the  slave 
of  the  rebellious  msi-ster,  by  his  service  to  the  Government, 
becomes  justly  entitled  to  freedom  and  protection. 

The  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  slaves  of  rebels,  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  can  bo  safely  left  to  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  Congress.  The  representatives  of  the  people 
will  unquestionably  secure  to  the  loyal  slaveholders  every 
right  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  country. 

GENERAL    BURNSIDB's    PROCLAMATION. 

Roanoke  Island,  N.  C,  February  18, 1862. 
To  THE  People  op  North  Carolina: 

The  mission  of  our  joint  expedition  is  not  to  invade  any  of 
your  rights,  but  to  assert  theautbority  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  close  with  you  the  desolating  war  brought  upon 
your  State  by  comparatively  a  few  bad  men  in  your 
midst.  *  *  *  •  * 

The  Government  asks  only  that  its  authority  may  be  reo 
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ognized;  and  we  repeat,  in  no  manner  or  way  does  it  desire 
to  interfere  witli  your  laws,  constitutionally  established, 
your  institutions  of  any  kind  whatever,  your  property  of 
any  sort,  or  your  usages  in  any  respect. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  Flag  Officer, 
Commanding  North  Carolina  Blockading  Squadron. 
A.  E.  BVRNilUE,  Brigatlier  General, 
Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

GENERAL    HALLECK's    PROCLAMATION. 

Headquartees  Department  op  Missodri, 
St.  Louis,  February  23, 1862. 

The  major  general  commanding  the  depari  luent  desires 
to  impress  upon  all  officers  the  importance  of  preserving 
good  <irder  and  discipline  among  their  troops  as  the  armies 
of  the  West  advance  into  Tennessee  and  the  southern 
States.        *  *  * 

Sjldicrs !  let  no  excess  on  your  part  tarnish  the  glory  of 
our  arms! 

The  order  heretofore  is.sued  in  this  department,  in  regard 
to  pillaging  ;ind  niaraisdiug,  the  destruction  of  private  prop- 
erty, aud  the  stealing  or  concealment  of  slaves,  must  be 
Btrirtly  pnfurced.  It  does  not  belong  to  the  miiitaiy  lo  de- 
cide upon  the  relation  of  master  and  slave.  Such  questions 
must  be  settled  liy  the  civil  courts.  No  fugitive  slave  will 
therefore  be  admitted  within  our  lines  or  camps,  except 
when  specially  oid  red  by  the  general  commanding.     * 

Military  stores  and  the  public  property  of  the  enemy  must 
be  surrendered,  and  any  attempt  to  conceal  such  propeity, 
by  fraudulent  transfer  or  otherwise,  will  be  punished,  but 
no  private  property  will  be  touched  ucless  by  order  of  the 
genera!  commanding.  Wherever  it  becomes  recessary  to 
obtain  forced  contributions  for  the  supply  and  subsistence  of 
our  troops,  such  levies  will  be  made  as  light  as  possible, 
and  be  so  distributed  as  to  produce  no  distress  among  the 
people.  All  property  so  taKea  must  be  receipted  and  fully 
accounted  for,  as  heretofore  directed. 

These  orders  will  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment, 
and  all  officers  are  commanded  to  strictly  enforce  them. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Hallcck  : 

N    H.  U'-l.^A^,  Adjutant  Gemral. 

GENERAL    BUELL's    LETTER. 

IlEADaCAETERS  DEPARTMENT  OF   THE  OOIO, 

Nashville,  March  6, 1S6J. 

Dear  S'R  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  commu- 
nication ol  the  1st  instant  on  the  subject  of  fugitive  slaves 
in  the  camps  of  the  army. 

It  has  come  to  my  kncjwledge  that  slaves  sometimes  make 
their  way  impioperly  into  our  lines,  ami  in  some  instances 
they  may  be  enticed  there,  but  I  think  the  number  has 
been  magnified  by  report.  Si-veral  applications  have  been 
made  to  me  by  persons  whose  servants  have  been  found  in 
our  camps,  aud  in  every  instance  that  I  know  of  the  master 
has  recovered  his  servant  and  taken  him  away. 

I  need  hardly  remind  you  that  there  will  always  Do  found 
some  lawless  and  mischievous  persons  ia  every  army  ;  but 
I  assure  you  that  the  mass  of  this  army  is  law-abiding,  and 
that  it  is  neither  its' disposition  nor  its  pohcy  to  violate  law 
or  the  rights  of  individuals  in  any  particular. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  RDELL, 
Brig.  Gen.  Commanding  Department. 
Hon.  J.R.  Underwood, 

Chairman  Military  Committee,  Frankfort,  Ky. 

GENERAL    HOOKEK'S  ORDER  IN  A  FUGITIVE  SLAVE 
CASE. 

Headquarters,  Hooker's  Division,  Camp  Baker, 
Lower  Potomac,  M^irch  2G,  lSe2. 
To  Brigade  and  Keoiment.al  Comm.anbers  of  this  Dif ision  : 
Messrs.  Nally,  Gray,  Dummington,  Dent,  Adams,  Speake, 
Price,  I'oscy,  and  Cobey,  citizens  of  Maryland,  have  negroes 
supposed  to  bo  with  some  of  the  regiments  of  this  division; 
the  brigadier  general  commanding  directs   that  they  bo 
permitted  to  visit  all  the  camps  of  his  command,  in  search 
of  their  property,  and  if  found,  that  they  be  allowed  to  take 
possession  of  the  same,  without  any  interference  whatever. 
Should  any  obstacle  be  thrown  in  their  way  by  any  officer 
or  soldier  in  the  division,  they  will  be  at  once  reported  by 
the  regimental  commanders  to  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Brigadier  General  Hooker: 

JOSEPH  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

The  following  report  was  made  in  relation  to 
Baid  order  by  directioa  of  General  Sickles: 

Headquarters  Second  Regiment,  Excelsior  Brigade, 

Camp  Hall,  March  27, 1862. 
LiEiBTENANi :  la  compliance  with  verbal  directions  from 


Brigadier  General  D.  E.  Sickles,  to  report  as  to  the  occtir- 
rence  at  this  camp  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  instant,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  : 

At  about  3.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  March  26,  1862,  admission 
within  our  lines  was  demanded  by  a  party  of  horsemen, 
(civilians.)  numbering,  perhaps,  fifteen.  They  presented 
the  lieutenant  commanding  the  guard  with  an  order  of  en- 
trance from  Brigadier  General  Joseph  Hooker,  command- 
ing division,  (copy  appended,)  the  order  stating  that  nine 
men  should  be  admitted.  I  ordered  that  the  balance  of  the 
party  should  remain  without  the  lines ;  which  was  done. 
Upon  the  appearance  of  the  others,  there  w;is  visible  dis- 
satisfaction and  considerable  murmuring  among  th3  sol- 
diers, to  so  great  an  extent  that  I  almost  feared  for  the  safety 
of  the  slave-owners.  At  this  time  General  Sickles  oppor- 
tunely arrived,  and  instructed  me  to  order  them  outside  the 
camp,  which  I  did,  amidst  tho  loud  cheers  of  our  soldiers. 
It  is  proper  to  add,  that  before  entering  our  lines,  and  within 
about  seventy-five  or  one  hundred  yards  of  our  camp,  one 
of  their  number  discharged  two  pistol  shots  at  a  negro,  who 
was  running  past  them,  with  an  evident  intention  of  taking 
his  life.    This  justly  enraged  our  men. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  TOLEN, 

Major  ComnMnding  Second  Regiment,  E.  B. 
To  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Palmer,  Jr., 

A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  A.  Gefiieral. 


GENERAL  DOUBLBDAT'S  ORDER. 

Headquarters  Military  Defenses 
North  op  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  Airril  6, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  General  Doubleday  to  say,  in  an- 
swer to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  that  all  negroes  coming 
into  the  lines  of  any  of  the  camps  or  forts  under  his  com- 
mand, are  to  be  treated  as  persons,  and  not  as  chattels. 

Under  no  circumstances  has  the  commander  of  a  fort  or 
camp  the  power  of  surrendering  persons  claimed  as  fugitive 
slaves,  as  it  cannot  be  done  without  determining  their 
character. 

The  additional  article  of  war  recently  passed  by  Congress 
positively  prohibits  this. 

The  question  has  been  asked,  whether  it  would  not  bo 
better  to  exclude  negroes  altogether  from  the  lines.  Tho 
general  is  of  the  opinion  that  they  bring  much  valuable  in- 
formation, which  cannot  be  obtained  from  any  other  source. 
They  are  acquainted  with  all  the  roads,  paths,  fords,  and 
other  natural  features  of  the  country,  and  they  make  excel- 
lent guides.  They  also  know  and  frequently  have  exposed 
the  haunts  of  secession  spies  and  traitors  aud  the  existence 
of  rebel  organizations.  They  will  not,  therefore,  be  ex- 
cluded. 

The  general  also  directs  me  to  say  that  civil  process  can- 
not be  served  directly  in  the  camps  or  forts  of  his  command, 
without  full  authority  bo  obtained  from  the  commanding 
oiEcer  for  that  puqjose. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  HALSTED, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Lieut.  Col.  .Tohn  D.  Shaul, 

Commanding  Hith  Reg.  N.  T.  Vols. 

president's  PROCLAMATION  RESCINDING  GENERAL 
hunter's  PROCLAMATION MAY  19,   1862. 

Whereas  there  appears  in  the  public  prints 
what  purports  to  be  a  proclamation  of  Major 
General  Hunter,  in  the  words  and  figures  foU 
lowing,  to  wit: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Sooth, 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  May  9,  1862. 
[General  Orders  No.  11.] 

The  three  States  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina, 
comprising  the  military  depiu-tment  of  tho  South,  having 
deliberately  declared  themselves  no  longer  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  having  taken 
up  arms  against  the  said  United  States,  it  becomes  a 
military  necessity  to  declare  them  under  martial  law. 
This  was  accordingly  done  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1862. 
Slavery  and  martial  law  in  a  free  country  are  altogether 
incompatible;  the  persons  in  these  three  States- -Georgia, 
Florida,  and  South  Carolina — heretofore  held  as  slaves,  are 
therefore  declared  forever  free. 

DAVID  HUNTER, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Official : 
Ed.  W.  Smith,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

And  whereas  the  same  is  producing  some 
excitement  and  misunderstandiug, 


AND   KINDRED   SUBJECTS. 
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Therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  proclaim  and  declare,  that  the 
Oovernmentof  the  United  States  had  no  knowl- 
edge, information,  or  belief,  of  an  intention  on 
the  pert  of  General  Hunter  to  issue  such  a  proc- 
lamation ;  nor  has  ityetany  authentic  informa- 
.tion  that  the  document  is  genuine.  And  further, 
that  neither  G'  neral  Hunter,  nor  any  other 
commander,  or  person,  h  is  been  autliorized  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  make 
proclamations  declaring  the  slaves  of  any  State 
tree;  and  t^iat  the  supposed  proclamation,  now 
in  question,  whether  genuine  or  false,  is 
altogether  void,  so  far  as  respects  such  declara- 
tion. 

I  further  make  known  that  whether  it  be 
competent  for  me,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  and  Navy,  to  declare  the  slaves  of  any 
State  or  States  free,  and  whether,  at  any  time, 
in  any  case,  it  shall  have  become  a  necessity 
indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  exercise  such  supposed  power,  are 
questions  which,  under  my  responsibility,  I  re- 
serve to  my  elf,  and  which  I  cannot  feel  justi- 
fied in  leaving  to  the  decision  of  commanders 
in  the  field.  These  are  totally  different  ques- 
tions from  those  of  police  regulations  in  armies 
and  camps. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  March  last,  by  a  special 
message,  I  recommended  to  Congress  the  adop- 
tion of  a  joint  resolution  to  be  substantially 
as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  ought  to  co-operate  with 
any  State  wliich  may  adopt  a  gradual  abolishment  of  slavery, 
giving  to  suoh  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be  used  by  such  State, 
in  its  discretion,  to  compensate  lor  the  inconveniences,  pub- 
lic and  private,  produced  by  such  change  of  system. 

The  resolution,  in  the  language  above  quoted, 
was  adopted  by  large  majorities  in  both 
branches  of  Congress,  and  now  stands  an  au- 
thentic, definite,  and  solemn  proposal  of  the 
nation  to  the  States  and  people  most  immedi- 
ately interested  in  the  subject  matter.  To  the 
people  of  those  States  I  now  earnestly  appeal — 
I  do  not  argue — I  beseech  you  to  make  the  ar- 
gument for  yourselves — you  cannot,  if  you 
would,  be  blind  to  the  signs  of  the  times — I 
beg  of  you  a  calm  and  enlarged  consideration 
of  them,  ranging,  if  it  may  be,  far  above  per- 
sonal and  partisan  politics.  This  proposal 
makes  common  cause  for  a  common  object, 
casting  no  reproaches  upon  any.  It  acts  not 
the  Pharisee.  The  changes  it  contemplates 
would  come  gently  as  the  dews  of  Heaven,  not 
rending  or  wrecking  anything.  Will  you  not 
embrace  it  ?  So  much  good  has  not  been  done, 
by  one  effort,  in  all  past  lime,  as,  in  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  it  is  now  your  high  privilege  to 
do.  May  the  vast  future  not  have  to  lament 
that  you  have  neglected  it. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington  this  nine- 
teenth day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  eighty-sixth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 


AN    ORDER   OF    MAJOR   GENERAL    m'DOWELL. 

Heapquarters  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 
OpposrrB  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  'Z&,  1862. 
[Special  0  d'T  No.  68.] 

Colonel  Mcrtdith.  commanding  the  fifty-sixth  Pennsylva- 
nia volunteers  will  furnish  from  his  regiment  a  guard  lor 
the  house  and  property  of  Mr.  L.  J.  Huilman,  who  lives 
near  Bidle  Plain.  Colonel  Meredith  will  see  that  no  more 
corn  is  taicen  from  Mr.  HufTmau,  and  that  no  more  lencing 
is  disturbed.  The  guard  will  be  so  placed  as  to  rauLve  this 
sure,  even  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  place  a  sentinel  over 
every  i)anel  of  fence. 
By  command  of  Major  General  McDowell : 

SAMUEL  BRECK,  A.  A.  G. 
Col.  S.  A.  Meredfth, 

Commanding  fifty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Seut  by  Mr.  Hutl'man. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy, 

E.  P.  HALSTED,  Cai,t.,A.  A.  G. 

AN  ORDER  OF  GENERAL  T.  WILLIAMS. 

He.ujquarters  Second  Brigade, 
Baton  Rouge,  June,  5, 1S62, 
[General  Orders  No.  46.] 

In  consequence  of  the  demoralizing  and  disorganizing 
tendencies  to  the  troops  of  harboring  runaway  negroes,  it 
is  hereby  ordered  that  the  reyiective  commanders  of  the 
camps  and  garrisons  of  the  several  regiments,  second  brig- 
ade, turn  all  such  fugitives  in  their  camps  or  garrisons  out 
beyond  the  limits  of  their  respective  guards  and  sentinels. 
]3y  order  of  Brigadier  General  T.  Williams : 

WICK  HAM  nOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Colonel  H.  E.  Paine,  Fourth  Wisconsin,  de- 
clined to  have  his  regiment  employed  "  in  vio- 
lation of  law  for  the  purpose  of  returning  fugi- 
tives to  rebels,"  and  reported  that  he  could  not 
obey  the  order.  He  was  then  placed  under 
arrest,  his  command  devolving  on  the  next 
ranking  officer. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  Pi.  Anthony,  Seventh 
Kansas,  issued  this  order  : 

He.idquarters  Mitchell's  Brigade, 
Advance  Column,  First  Ekigade,  First  Division, 
General  Ahjiy  of  the  Mississippi, 
Camp  Etheridge,  Tennessee,  Jane  18, 1S62. 
[General  Orders  No.  26.] 

1.  The  impudence  and  impertinence  of  the  open  and 
armed  rebels,  traitors,  secessionists,  and  southern-rights 
men  of  this  section  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  arrogantly 
demanding  the  right  to  search  our  camp  for  fugitive  slaves, 
has  become  a  nuisance,  and  will  no  longer  be  tolerated. 

Officers  will  see  that  this  class  of  men,  who  \isit  oui-  camp 
for  this  i)urp(ise,  are  excluded  from,  our  lines. 

2.  Should  any  such  person  be  found  within  our  lines,  they 
will  be  arrested  and  sent  to  headquarters. 

3.  Any  officer  or  soldier  of  this  command  who  shall  ar- 
rest and  d'-liver  to  his  master  a  fugitive  slave  shall  be  sum- 
marily and  severely  punished,  according  to  the  laws  relative 
to  such  crimes. 

4.  The  strong  Union  sentiment  in  this  section  is  most 
gi-atiiying-,  and  all  officers  and  soldiers,  in  their  intercom'se 
with  the  loyal  and  those  favorably  disposed,  are  requested 
to  act  in  their  nsual  kind  and  coui'teous  manner  and  protect 
them  to  the  fullest  extent. 

By  order  of  D.  R.  Anthony,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Seventh 
Kansas  volunteers,  commanding : 

W.  W.  U.  LAWRENCE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

And  was  put  under  arrest. 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GENERAL  SAXTON. 
War  Departsient, 
Washington  Crrr,  D.  C,  June  16, 1SG2. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  assigned  to  duty  in  the  department 
of  the  South,  to  act  under  orders  of  tho  Secretary  of  War. 
You  are  directed  to   take  possession  of  all  the  plantations 
heretofore  occupied  by  the  rebels,  and  take  charge  of  the 
inhabitants  remaining  thereon  witbin  the  department,  or 
which  the  fortunes  of  war  may  hereafter  bring  into  it,  with 
authority  to  take  such  measures,  make  such  rules  and  reg- 
ulations for  the  cultivation  of  tho  laud,  and  for  the  protec- 
tion, employment,  and  goveri  ment  of  the  inhabitants  as 
circumstances  may  seem  to  require. 
You  are  authorized  to  exercise  all  sanitary  and  police 
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powers  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  health  and  security 
of  the  persocs  under  your  charge,  and  may  imprison  or 
exclude  all  disorderly,  disobedient,  ©r  dangerous  persons 
from  the  limits  of  your  operations. 

The  major  general  commanding  the  department  of  the 
South  will  be  instructed  to  give  you  all  the  military  aid  and 
protection  necessary  to  enable  you  to  carry  out  the  views 
of  the  Government.  You  will  have  the  power  to  act  upon 
the  decisions  of  courts-martial  which  are  called  for  ihe 
trial  of  persons  not  in  the  military  service  to  the  same  ex- 
tent that  a  commander  of  a  department  h^s  over  courts- 
martial  called  for  the  trial  of  soldiers  in  his  department ; 
and,  so  far  as  the  persons  above  described  are  concerned, 
you  will  also  have  a  general  control  over  the  action  of  the 
provost  marshals. 

It  is  expressly  understood  that,  so  far  as  the  persons  and 
purposes  herein  specified  are  concerned,  your  action  wil. 
be  independent  of  that  of  the  other  military  authorities  of 
the  department,  and  in  all  other  cases  subordinate  only  to 
the  major  general  commanding. 

In  cases  of  need  or  destitution  of  the  inhabitants,  you  are 
directed  to  issue  such  portions  of  the  army  rations  and 
such  articles  of  clothing  as  may  be  suitable  to  the  habits 
and  wants  of  the  persons  supplied,  which  articles  will  be 
furnished  by  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  de- 
partment of  the  South  upon  requisitions  approved  by  j'our- 
self.  It  is  expected  that  by  encouraging  industry,  skill  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  necessaries  ot  life,  and  general  self- 
improvement,  you  will,  an  far  as  possible,  promote  the 
real  well  being  of  all  people  under  your  supervisiou. 

Medical  and  ordnance  supplies  wiil  be  furnished  by  the 
proper  officers,  which  you  will  distribute  and  use  according 
to  your  instructions. 

You  will  account  regularly  with  the  proper  bureaus  of 
this  department  and  report  frequently — once  a  week,  at 
least.  Yours,  truly, 

EDWIN  M.  STANToy. 
Secretary  of  War 


GENERAL    INSTRUCTIONS     FROM     THE     PRESIDENT 
THROUGH    THE    WAR   OFFICE.* 

War  Depaetmest, 
Washin'gtox,  July  22, 1862. 

First.  Ordered  that  military  commanders  within  the 
States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  p^iid  Arkansas,  in  an 
orderly  manner  seize  and  use  any  property,  real  orpersonal, 
which  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  for  their  several 
commands,  for  supplies,  or  for  other  military  purposes;  and 
that  while  property  may  be  destroyed  for  proper  military 
objects,  none  shall  he  destroyed  in  wantonness  or  malice. 

Second.  That  military  and  naval  commanders  shall  em- 
ploy as  laborers,  within  and  from  said  Sfcites,  so  many  per- 
sons of  African  descent  as  can  be  advantageously  used  for 
military  or  naval  purposes,  giving  them  reasonable  wages 
for  their  labor. 

T)tird.  That,  as  to  both  property,  and  persons  of  African 
descent,  acccounts  shall  be  hspt  sufficiently  accurate  and  in 
detail  to  «how  quantiti'>a  Rid  amounts,  and  from  whom  both 
property  atii  sacfl  persons  shall  have  come,  as  a  basis  upon 
which  compensation  can  be  made  in  proper  cases;  and 
the  several  departments  of  this  Government  sliall  attend  to 
and  perform  their  appropriate  parts  towards  the  execution 
of  these  orders. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

GEN.    m'CLELLAN'S    PROMULGATION   OF    IT, 

August  9,  1862 — Major  General  McClellan, 
from  his  headquarters  at  Harrison's  Landing, 
promulgated  this  order,  with  directions  for  its 
observance.  We  quote  several  pertinent  para- 
graphs : 

Inhabitants,  especially  women  and  children,  remaining 
peaceably  at  their  homes,  must  not  be  molested;  and 
wherever  commanding  ollicers  find  families  peculiarly  ex- 
posed in  their  persons  or  property  to  marauding  from  this 
army,  they  will,  as  heretofore,  so  far  as  they  can  do  with 
safety  and  without  detriment  to  the  service,  post  guards 
for  their  protection. 

In  protecting  private  property,  no  reference  is  intended 
to  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  by  reason  of  African  de- 

*  The  issue  of  this  Order  is  one  of  the  reasons  given 
by  Jefferso.v  Davis  for  Ids  Order  of  August  1, 1S62,  direct- 
ing that  the  commissioned  officers  of  Pope's  and  Steinwehr's 
commands  bo  not  entitled,  m  hen  captured,  to  be  treated  as 
soldiers,  and  entitled  to  the  li  jnefit  of  the  cartel  of  exchange. 


scent.  Such  persons  will  be  regarded  by  thb  army,  as  they 
heretofore  have  been,  as  occupying  simply  a  peculiar  legal 
status  under  State  laws,  which  condition  the  military  an- 
thorities  of  the  Cnited  Mates  are  not  required  to  regard  at 
all  in  districts  where  military  operations  are  made  neces- 
sary by  the  rebellious  action  of  the  State  governments. 

Persons  subject  to  suspicion  of  hostile  purposes,  residing 
or  beinj^  near  our  forces,  will  be,  as  heretofore,  subject  to 
arrest  and  detention,  until  the  cause  or  necessity  is  re- 
moved. All  such  arrested  parties  will  be  sent,  as  usual,  to 
the  Provost  Marshal  General,  with  a  statement  of  the  facts 
in  each  case. 

The  general  commanding  takes  this  occasion  to  remind 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  army  that  we  are  engaged 
iu  supporting  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  suppressing  rebellion  against  their  authority; 
that  we  are  not  engaged  in  a  war  of  rapine,  revenge,  or 
subjugatfou  ;  that  this  is  n(it  a  contest  against  populations, 
but  against  armed  forces  and  political  organizations;  that 
it  is  a  struggle  carried  on  With  Ihe  United  S^tates,  and  should 
be  conducted  by  us  upon  the  highest  principles  known  to 
Christian  civilization. 

Since  this  army  commenced  active  operations,  persons  of 
African  descent,  including  those  held  to  service  or  labor 
under  State  laws,  have  always  been  received,  protected,  and 
employed  as  laborers  at  wages.  Hereafter  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Provost  Marsha!  General  to  cause  lists  to  be 
made  of  all  persons  of  African  descent  employed  in  thiB 
army  as  laborers  for  military  pm-poses — such  lists  being 
made  sufficiently  accurate  and  in  detidl  to  show  from  whom 
such  persons  sliall  have  come. 

Persons  so  subject  and  so  employed  have  always  under- 
stood that  after  being  received  into  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  in  any  capacity,  they  could  never  be  re- 
claimed by  their  former  holders.  Except  upon  such  under- 
standing on  their  part  the  order  of  the  President,  as  to  tliis 
class  of  jiersons,  would  be  inoperative.  The  general  com- 
manding therefore  feels  authorized  to  declare  to  all  such 
employees,  that  they  will  receive  permanent  military  prc^ 
tection  against  any  compulsory  return  to  a  condition  of 
servitude. 

By  command  of  Major  General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  BUTLER  AND  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
PHELPS. 

August  2,  1862 — Major  General  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,  commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
declined  to  approve  of  the  conduct  of  Brigadier 
General  J.  W.  Phelps,  in  organizing  five  com- 
panies of  negroes,  whom  he  proposed  to  arm 
and  equip,  upon  the  ground  that  the  President 
alone  had  the  authority  to  employ  Africans  in 
arms,  and  that  he  had  not  indicated  this  pur- 
pose. General  Phelps  resigned  his  commission 
in  consequence. 

keply  op  the  war  departmenton  the  case. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  July  3, 1862. 

General:  I  wrote  you  last  under  date  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
and  have  now  to  say  that  your  dispatch  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
with  the  accompanying  report  of  General  Phelps,  concern- 
ing certain  fugitive  negroes  that  have  come  to  his  pickets, 
has  been  considered  by  the  President. 

He  is  of  opinion  that  under  the  law  of  Congress  they  can- 
not be  sent  back  to  their  master;  that  in  common  humanity 
they  must  not  be  permitted  to  suffer  for  want  of  food,  shel- 
ter, or  other  necessaries  of  life  ;  that  to  this  end  they  should 
be  provided  for  by  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary's 
departments,  and  that  those  who  are  capable  of  labor  should 
be  set  to  work  and  paid  reasonable  wages. 

Iu  directing  tliis  to  be  done,  the  President  does  not  mean, 
at  present,  to  settle  any  general  rule  in  respect  to  slaves  or 
slavery,  but  simply  to  provide  for  the  particular  case  under 
the  circumsfcinces  in  which  it  is  now  presented. 

I  am.  General,  very  respectfuUv.  vour  obedient  servant, 
EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Major  General  B.  F.  Butler,  • 

Commanding,  tCc,  Xfeiv  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

THE    president's  ORDER  TO  GEN,   SCHOFIELD. 

Oct.  1,  1S63. 
*        *         Under  your  recent  order,  which 
I  have  approved,  you  will  only  arrest  individ- 
uals, and  suppress  assemblies  or  newspapers, 
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TThen  they  may  be  working  palpable  injury  to 
the  military  in  your  charge  ;  and  in  no  other 
case  will  you  interfere  with  the  expression  of 
opinion  in  any  form,  or  allow  it  to  be  inter- 
fered with  violently  by  others.  In  this  you 
have  a  discretion  to  exercise  with  great  caution, 
calmness,  and  forbearance.         *         *         * 

I  think  proper,  however,  to  enjoin  upon  you 
the  following:  Allow  no  part  of  the  military 
under  your  command  to  be  engaged  in  either 
returning  fugitive  slaves,  or  in  forcing  or  en- 
ticing slaves  from  their  homes  ;  and,  so  far  as 
practicable,  enforce  the  same  forbearance  upon 
the  people. 

Report  to  me  your  opinion  upon  the  availa- 
bility for  good  of  the  enrolled  militia  of  the 
State.  Allow  no  one  to  enlist  colored  troops, 
except  upon  orders  from  you,  or  from  here 
through  you. 
'  Allow  no  one  to  assume  the  functions  of  con- 
fiscating property,  under  the  law  of  Congress, 
or  otherwise,  except  upon  orders  from  here. 

At  elections  see  that  those  and  only  those, 
are  allowed  to  vote,  who  are  entitled  to  do  so 
by  the  laws  of  Missouri,  including  as  of  those 
laws  the  restrictions  laid  by  the  Missouri  Con- 
vention upon  those  who  may  have  participated 
in  the  rebellion. 


GENERAL    TUTTLE'S    OEDEES    AT    NATCHEZ,    MISS., 

marcu  19,  isa. 

Natchez,  Miss.,  February  16, 1861. 
[General  Order  No.  2.] 

*  *  Frcim  henceforward,  all  contraband  negroes  of 
Nutcliez  are  forbidden  from  the  renting  of  houses,  and 
living  to  iliemselves,  but  are  required  to  seciu'e  legitimate 
finiJloyment  with  responsible  respectable  persons,  or  other- 
vise  be  sent  to  the  contraband  encampment.  Those  hiring 
th-ini  are  expected  to  aid  in  tlie  enforcement  of  the  foregoing 
regulations  by  the  proper  employment  of  them  in  their 
families  or  messes. 

Tiie  congregation  of  so  many  negroes  in  one  house,  with 
their  filthy  and  lazy  habits,  (as  the  undersigned  has  found 
to  be  the  case,)  if  continued,  will  eventually  prove  fatal  to 
the  health  of  the  city. 

All  owners  or  renters  of  houses  are  forbidden  the  renting 
,or  sul>renting  of  the  same  to  contraband  negroes  under  a 
penalty  for  so  doing.  Otherwise  it  will  be  impossible  for 
the  undersigned  to  carry  out  a  system  of  sanitary  regula- 
tions essential  to  the  well  being  ot  the  city. 

By  Older  of  A.  W.  Kelley,  Surgeon  and  Health  Officer: 
T.  A.  RALSTON, 
A.  A.  Gen.  Post. 

Natchez,  (Miss.,)  March  19, 1864. 

To  preserve  the  general  health  of  the  troops  stationed  in 
the  city  of  Natchez  and  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  guard 
agt'inst  the  origination  here,  and  the  introduction  of  pesti- 
lential diseases  the  ensuing  summer  and  autumn,  it  im- 
peratively reqtiires  the  prompt,  vigorous,  and  steady  enforce- 
nient  of  the  sanitary  regulations  heretolore  prescribed  In 
this  cit}\ 

it  is  of  the  first  and  greatest  importance  and  necessity 
that  ah  causes  tending  to  the  engeuderiiig  and  dissemina- 
t.ou  of  pestilential  diseases  here,  so  soon  as  their  existence 
Is  liiiown,  shall  be  at  once  abated  or  removed,  so  lar  as 
practicable  It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  serious  danger 
to  the  health  of  this  city  will  result  from  the  congregation 
within  its  limits  of  the  large  number  of  idle  negroes  which 
liow  throng  the  streets,  lanes,  and  allrys,  and  overcrowd 
every  hovel.  Lazy  and  profligate,  unused  to  caring  for 
themselves  ;  thrililess  for  the  present,  and  recklessly  im- 
provident of^  the  future,  the  most  of  them  loaf  idly  about 
the  streets  and  alleys,  prowling  in  secret  places, and  louuge 
laz.ly  in  crowded  hovels,  wliiLh  soon  become  dens  of 
noisome  fillh,  the  hot-beds  fit  to  engender  and  rapidly  dis- 
seminate the  most  loathsome  and  malignant  diseases. 

To  prevent  these  evil  effects,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that 
after  the  first  day  of  April,  1864,  no  contraband  shall  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  city  of  Natchez,  who  is  not  em- 
pl'iyed  by  some  responsible  white  person  in  some  legiti- 
mate business,  and  who  does  not  reside  at  the  domicil  of 
liis  or  her  employer  ;  and  no  coutraband  will  be  allowed  to 


hire  any  premises  in  the  city  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
and  no  other  person  will  be  allowed  to  hire  such  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  evading  this  order,  nor  allowed  to  hire 
or  harbor  anj'  contraband  who  cannot  satisfy  the  health 
oflJcer  thai  he  or  she  needs  the  services  of  said  contraband 
in  some  legitimate  employment.  All  contrabands  remain- 
ing in  the  city  in  contravention  of  this  order  after  April  1st 
will  be  removed  to  the  contraband  encampment. 

Tbo  word  contraband  is  hereby  defined  to  mean  all  per- 
soMS  formerly  slaves  who  are  not  now  in  the  employ  of 
their  former  owners. 

Persons  drawing  rations  from  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment are  not  supposed  to  need  any  hived  servants.  The 
number  allowed  to  each  family  will  be  determined  by  the 
undersiK'ned. 

By  order  of  A.  W.  Kelly,  Surgeon  and  Health  OlBcer. 
Approved : 

J.  M.  TUTTLE,  Brig.  Gen.  CmCg  District 

Headquarters  of  Defences, 
New  Orleans,  March  24, 1864. 
Citizens  having  colored  people  in  their  employ,  who  are 
superfluous  or  insubordinate,  will  be  promptly  relieved  of 
them  by  reporting  the  fttct  to  Col.  Hanks,  Superintendent 
of  Negro  Labor. 

Office  Provost  Marshal, 
Parishes  of  Jefferson  and  St.  Charles,  La. 
C.ARR0LLT0N,  MaTLh  28, 1864. 
•    *    The  Provoet  Slarshal  of  the  Parish  of  Jefferson  is 
also  charged  with  the  executlo'.i  of  General  Order  No.  12, 
Headquarters  of  Defences  of  New  Orleans,  March  24, 1S64, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  its  execution  within  this  district.    All 
persons  wichin  this  district  are  requested  to  report  at  once 
to  his  office  the  names  of  their  colored  servants  of  either 
sex,  in  order  that  be  m.iy  give  them  an  employment  certifi- 
cate, and  all  colored  people  of  eilher  sex  who  shall  not  on 
the  first  of  April  have  such  certificate  in  their  possession 
will  be  considered  unemployed,  the  males  organized  into 
squads  and  companies  for  labor  on  the  parapet,  and  the  fe- 
males turned  over  to  Col.  Hanks. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Roberts: 

R.  SKINNER,  First  Lieut., 
10th  U.  S.  Infantry,  A.  D.  C.  atid  A.  A.  A.  G. 
K.  B   BROWN, 
Colonel  and  Provost  MarsJuiL 

KESOLUTION    OF   INQUIRY. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

1864,  Jlay  16 — Mr.  Grinnell  offered  this  reso- 
lution which  was  adopted: 

lies'ilved.  That  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  wal 
be  insti-ucted  to  inquire  as  to  the  occasion  of  the  military 
order  of  Brigadier  General  J.  M.  Tuttle  for  the  government 
of  the  city  of  Natchez,  Mississippi,  which  forbids  any  con- 
tr,abaud  remaining  in  the  city  of  Natchez  who  is  not  em- 
ployed by  some  responsible  white  person ;  and  also  forbids 
any  contraband  from  hiring  any  house  in  said  city ;  whereby 
hundreds  of  children  have  been  taken  from  the  schools 
and  many  of  the  families  of  soldiers  have  been  deUverad  to 
slavery. 

PROPOSED  CENSURE  OF  GEN.  HALLECK's  ORDER. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

1861,   Dec.   9— Mr.  Lovejot  offered  a  reso- 
lution requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  to  revoke 
the  first  section  of  General  Halleck's  order.sses 
3,  Nov.  20,  1861.  gilie 

A  motion  to  table  the  resolution  was"" '  ' 
yeas  6-3,  nays  68,  as  follows  :  m  each 

Yeas— Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona',  Joseph  Bail''°^  '^^^ 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Gewje  H.  Browne,  'William  6.  B'  .. 
ham  Cohh,  Cox,  Cravens,  CrisfieM,  Cnttenden.'  ^"'^^  '?^ 
lano,  Dunlap,  Dunn,  English,  Fouke,  Gride fJJ}^"}"J^- 
llanison,  Ilohnan,  llorton,  Johnson,  William '°4''i^?-"  '^% 
lingei-.  Law,  Lazear,  Learv,  Lehman,  McK  ™''-'°':"y  % 
son,  Mjllori/,  Maynard,  Mmzics,  Nixon,  i\7'-""cations  ot 
trm,  Odell,  Olin,  Pendleton,  Richardson.  Ro.  __„_„_,.  . 
Shellabarger,  .V/«e/,  Smith,  John  B.  Stede,  r,^  ,P^!tt  ,,,. 
Strattou,  Benjamin  V.  Thomas,  i'rancis  °"t"2„'^f^i\'^°" 
Vallandigham,  Madsworth,  Webster,  c'^  ^'^'^''  cnoose 
WickHMe,  Wood,   ^^oodruff.W>wht-63.    ^^  , 

N AYS-Messrs.  Aldrieh,  Alley,  Ashley,  -"^rJ^^^l IZZ 
F.  Bailey,  Baker,  Baiter,  Bingham,  in 
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^el  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Biiffinton,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax, 
Frederick  A.  Conkling.  Roscoe  Conkling,  Conway,  Davis, 
Diven,  iHiell,  EUgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Fonton,  Fessenden, 
Fnmchot,  Frank,  Uooch,  Granger,  Gurley,  I Inteliins,  Julian, 
Kellev.  Jjansing,  Loomis,  Lovcjoy,  Moorhead,  Anson  P. 
Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  T.  G.  Phelps,  Pomeroy,  Porter, 
Potter,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  II.  Rollins, 
Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Sherman,  Sloan,  Spaulding, 
Stevens,  Train,  Trindjle,  Trowbridge,  Vandever,  Van  Horn, 
Van  AVyck,  Wall,  Wallace,  Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Wal- 
ton, Washburne,  Wheeler,  Wilson,  Worcester — 68. 

Mr.  L0VE.JOY  then  modified  this  resolution 
so  as  to  "request"  (instead  of  "requiring") 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  revoke  it, 

When  JMr.  Lansing,  of  New  York,  offered  the 
followiug  as  a  substitute,  which  Mr.  Lovejoy 
ac  cpted  : 

WTiereas  Jlajor  General  Ilalleck,  of  the  western  depart- 
ment, has  issued  an  order  prohibiting  negroes  from  coming 
within  the  lines  of  our  army,  ami  excluding  those  already 
under  the  protection  of  our  troops  ,  and  whereas  a  different 
policy  and  practice  prevails  in  other  departments,  by  the 
direct  sanction  of  the  Administration ;  and  whereas  said 
order  is  cruel  and  inhuman,  and  in  the  judgment  of  this 
House  based  upon  no  milita.ry  necessity :  Therefore, 

Resnlivd,  That  the  President  be  respectfully  requested  to 
direct  General  Halleck  to  recall  said  order,  or  cause  it  to 
conform  with  the  practice  of  the  other  departments  of  the 
army. 

Dec  11 — The  whole  subject  was  then  laid  on 
the  table — yeas  78,  nays  64,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alien,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Biddle,  Fran- 
cis P.  Elair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  George,  II.  Urowne,  Wilham  G. 
Erown,  Burnham,  Calvert,  Cnob,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cravens,  Cris- 
ficld,  Crittenden,  Delano,  DelapUiinc,  Diven,  Duiihip,  Dunn, 
English,  Fisher,  Foulce,  Granger,  Oridcr,  JLnghl.  llauchctt, 
Harding,  Harrison,  Holmati,  Ilorton,  Johnson,  William  Kel- 
logg, Killinger,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  McPherson, 
Mallory,  Maynard,  Menzies,  Mfirris,  Nixon,  Noble,  JVoell, 
Norton,  Odcll,  Olin,  Pendletrm,  Perry,  T.  G.  Phelps,  Porter, 
Alexander  II.  Rice,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Roldnsnii,  Slieffleld, 
Shellabarger,  Skiel,  Snilh.  John  B.  SloJe,  William  G.  hteele, 
Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Trimble,  Upton,  Vallan- 
digham,,  Voorhees.  Wadsworth,  Weird,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wmdrufl',  Wright— 19.. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Goldsmith 
F.  Bailey,  Baker,  Baxter,  Bingham,  Blake,  Buffiuton,  Camp- 
bell, Chamberlain,  Clark,  Collax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling. 
Roscoe  Conkling,  Conway,  Covode,  Davis,  Dawes,  Duell,  Ed- 
gerton,  Edwai-ds,  Eliot,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank, 
Gooch,  Goodwin,  Hooper,  Ilutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Fran- 
cis W.  Kellojrg,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Moorhead,  Anson 
P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Putton,  Pike,  Potter,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Sedgwick,  Slianks,  Shei'inan,  Sloan,  Spaulding, 
Stevens,  Train,  Trowbridge,  \  an  Horn,  Van  Wj'ck,  Wall, 
Wallace,  Charles  W.  AValton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Washbmne, 
\rheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Worcester — 64. 

LEGISLATION      PROHIDITINO     THE     EXISTENCE      OF 
SLAVEKY  IN   TERIUTORIES,  ETC. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1862,  May  12 — Mr.  Lovejoy  proposed  this  bill, 

being  a  substitute  for  one  previously  reported  by 

him,  and  introduced  by  Mr.  Isaac  N.  Arnold  : 

.Toihe  end  that  freedom  may  be  and  remain  forever  the 
pi-QQ^iental  law  of  tho  land  in  all  places  whatsoever,  so 
^,  lies  within  the  powers  or  depends  upon  the  action 

O0Ser;,,ve,.nment  of  the  United  Statos  to  make  it  So; 
gI•aph.^ 

jj^jjjjijjicied  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
peaceablv''  ^^"^^^  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
„jjgj.j,yg^ ''Voluntary  servitude,  in  all  casfs  whatsoever, 
posed  in  thl^  ""'  pun'-'^hnient  of  crime,  whereof  the  party 
army  thev'^"  ''"'^  convicted.)  shall  heiceforth  cease,  and 
safety  and  \v '^"V®^'^''  "'  ""  ^^°  Territories  of  the  United 
for  their  nrot?*'"*''  '"■  '^^''^after  to  be  formed  or  acquired 

In  protectiii 
to  persons  held")ved  that  it  be  tabled  ;  which  was 

^  _,,     .       ^3  49,   nays  81  :   and  the  bill  was 

*  The  issue  t, or  rr,  i-  n 

by  Jeffersox  d/<^^s  85,  nays  50,  as  follows  : 

ing  that  the comi.ldrich.  Alley,  Arnold.  Ashley.  Babbitt, 
commands  be  not  lan.  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel 
Bokliers,  andentitlGuton,  Campbell,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 


Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Cutler, 
Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  Dnell,  Dunn,  Edgerton, 
Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank, 
Gooch,  Granger,  Hale,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Hooper,  Ilorton, 
Ilutchins,  Jnliai,,  Kelley,  William  Kellogg.  Lansing, 
Loomis,  Lovejoy,  McKnight,  JlcPher.son,  Mitchell,  Moop- 
head,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.Morrill,  Olin,  Pike,  Por- 
ter, Potter,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  II.  Rice,  Riddle, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shank's,  Shef- 
field, shellabarger,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas, 
Train,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Verree,  Wall,  Wal- 
lace, Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Washbmne, 
Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windoni,  Worcester  85. 
Nats — Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Bicld'e  Jacob 
B.  Blair,  George  H  Browne.  Wni.  G.  Brown,  Calvevt.  Casey, 
Clements.  Cobb,  Cox.  Cravens.  Crisfieid,  Crittenden.  Dzmlap, 
English.  Grider,  Haight,  Hall,  Harding,  Hoi  man,  Johnson, 
Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehm  -n,  Mallory, 
Maynard,  ilemiis,  Morris.  Noell,  Odell,  Perry.  John  S. 
Phelps,  Richardson,  Robinson.  Segar.  Jb/m  B.  Steep,  Wm.  G. 
Steele,  Francis  Thoni.is,  Vibbard,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth, 
(I'ard,  Webster,  Wickliffe,  Woodruff— bO. 

As  originally  reported  the  bill  proposed  that 
slavery  should  cease  in  all  the  Territories  ;  the 
forts,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  &c.,  of  the  United 
States;  in  all  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  and  "ia 
all  places  where  the  national  Government  is 
supreme,  or  has  exclasive  jurisdiction  or  power." 

A  motion  to  table  it  was  rejected — yeas  50, 
nays  64. 

May  9; — Mr.  Lovejoy  offered  a  substitute,  con- 
taining the  other  pi-oposition  and  this  addition  : 
Sec  2.  That  any  person  now  held  or  attempted  to  b« 
held  hereafter  as  a  slave  in  any  of  the  places  aliovo  named 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  free,  and  the  right  to  freedom 
hereby  declared  may  be  asserted  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  or  of  the  several  States,  iu  behalf  of  the  party, 
or  his  or  her  posterity,  after  any  lapse  of  time. 

A  motion  to  table  the  bill  was  rejected — yeas 
50,  nays  65. 

May  12 — Modified  and  passed  without  the 
preamble. 

IN  SENATE. 

June  9 — The  bill  was  reported  amended  by 
inserting  this  substitute: 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  there  shall  bo 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  any  of  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  now  existing,  or  which  may  at 
any  time  hereafter  be  formed  or  acquired  by  the  United 
States,  otherwise  than  in  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 

And  was  passed — yeas  28,  nays  10,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Imliana, 
Pomeroy,  Rice,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  'Willdnsou,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 28. 

Nats — Jlessrs.  Carlile,  Davis,  Kennedy.  Latham,  McDoUr 
gall,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Suulsbury,  Stai'k,  Wright — lu. 

June  17 — The  House  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate — yeas  72,  nays  38. 

IN    THE  TERRITORY  OF  MONTANA. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 
1863,   February   12 — Mr.    Ashley,  from  the 
Committee  on   Territories,  reported   a  bill  to 
provide  a  temporary  government  for  the  Terri- 
tory of  Montana. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  to 
the  sixth  section,  as  follows  : 

Provided,  That  whereas  slavery  is  prohibited  in  said 
Territory  by  act  of  Congress  of  Jnne  19,  1862,  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  or  permit 
its  existence  therein. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  39,  nays  96,  as 
follows : 
Yeas— Messrs.  William  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  BiddU,  CW« 


AND   KINDRED   SUBJECTS. 


255 


vert,  CohJ),  Cax,  Crii^field,  Grfder,  Hall,  Harding,  Holman, 
Ken-igan,  Knapp.  Law,  ALiUory,  Mrnzics,  Morris,  Noble, 
JV&rton,  Kuqeii,  Pendleton,  Pric,  Robinson,  Segar,  Shid, 
Smith,  John  B.  Sleek,  Win.  G.  Steele,  Stihs,  rallandigham, 
Voor/ices,  Wudsworth,  Webster,  Chiltf/n,  A.  White,  Wick- 
liffe.,  Wooelri'.f,  Wright,  Teaman — 08. 

Nats— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair, 
Blake,  William  G.  Bro\na,  Buffinton,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Clements.  Colfax,  Freilcrick  A.  Conkling,  Conway,  Covode, 
Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Dunn,  Kdgerton,  Eliot,  Ely, 
Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fcssenden,  Thomas  A.  D.  Fessenden, 
Fisher,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Gurley, 
Baif/ht,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Horton,  .Tulian,  Kelley,  Fran- 
cis W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Lansing,  ie&Ha«,  Loomis, 
Lovejoy,  Low,  Mclndoe,  McKean,  McKnight,  Maynard, 
Moorhead.  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Noell, 
Olin,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter, 
Potter,  Alexander  IL  Rice,  John  IL  Rice,  Kiddle,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Shanks,  Slieffield,  Shellabarger,  Sher- 
man. Sloan,  Sp  lulding,  Stevens,  Benjamin  F.Thomas,  Fran- 
cis Thoma.s, .  Train,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Van  Wyck,  Verree,  Walker,  AVallace,  Walton, 
Vv'a£hbm-ne,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom— 96. 

First  Session.  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

1864,  March  17 — The  House  considered  the 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  Colorado  to  form  a 
Constitution  and  State  Government,  when 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  to  strike  from  the  fourth 
section  this  clause  : 

First.  That  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude  in  the  said  State  otherwise  than  in  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  18,  nays  87, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  ClianUr,  Cox,  Daw- 
son, Denifon,  Eldridge,  Hall,  Harding,  Knapp,  Long,  Mah- 
ler y,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrison,  John  O'Neill,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Stiles — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Bail'j,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Beaman,  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr.,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  Broomall,  James  S.  Brovn,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fen- 
ton, Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Griswold,  Iligby,  Hotchkiss, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Hidchins,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kel- 
ley, Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kernan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  Mc- 
Allister, McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  S.F.  Miller,  Mooihcad, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Odell, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  I'erham,  Pike,  Price,  Alexander  H. 
Rice.  John  H.  Rice,  James  S.  Rollins,  Scofield,  Shannon, 
Smith,  Smithcrs,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Swrat,  Thayer, 
Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenbm-gh,Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
barne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  AVhaley,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 87. 

Proposed  Amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 
IN  SENATE. 

1864,  January  11 — Mr.  Henderson  offered 
this  joint  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  proposing  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution : 

Be.  it  resolved,  <£c.,  That  the  following;  articles  be  proposed 
as  amecdm'-nts  to  the  Constituiion  of  the  United  States, 
which ,  when  adopted  liy  the  Legislatures  of  threi-fourths  of 
the  sever  ;1  States,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pones,  as  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution,  to  wit : 

Article  1.  Slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a 
punishment  for  crime,  shall  not  exist  in  the  Uni;ed  States. 

Arti.  le  2.  The  Congress,  whenever  a  majority  of  the 
members  elected  to  each  house  shall  deem  it  necessary,  may 
propose  amendments  to  the  Consiitution.  or,  on  the  appli- 
calion  of  the  Legislatures  of  a  majority  of  the  several  Spates, 
shall  call  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which  in 
either  case  shall  bo  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
pan  of  the  t'onstitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures 
of  twr.-thirds  of  the  several  States,  or  by  conventions  in  two- 
th'rds  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  oth-  r  mode  of  ratification 
may  be  proposed  by  Congress. 

18G4,  Feb.  8 — ilr    Sumner  introduced  this 


joint   resolution,   which   was    similarly  r,^  %r- 
red: 

Be  it  resolved,  <£-c..  That  the  following  article  be  proposfd 
to  the  LegisLitures  of  the  several  States  a-s  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which,  when  rati- 
fied by  three  fourths  of  such  Legislatures,  shall  become  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  to  wit : 

Article  — .  Everywhere  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  each  State  or  Territory  thereof,  all  persons 
are  equal  before  the  law,  so  that  no  person  can  hold  another 
as  a  slave. 

Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  postpone  it  indefi- 
nitely ;  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  8,  nays 
31,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Davis,  Harding,  Herir 
dricks,  Paioell,  Saidsbury,  Wright— -S. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer.  Con- 
ness,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Jlorgan,  Jlorrill,  Nesmith, 
Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Trumbull, 
Van  Winkle,  Wilson — 31. 

Feb.  9 — Mr.  Powell  introduced  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution,  (embodying,  as  he  stated, 
the  view  of  Judge  Nicholas,  of  Kentucky, )  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  : 

Resolved  hy  the  Senrde  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  amended  as  follows: 
Article  No.  — . 

Sec.  1.  Congress  shall  at  its  first  session  after  the  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment,  and  from  time  to  time  thereafter, 
apportion  among  the  several  States  the  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  according  to  the  following  ratio  of 
population  in  Federal  numbers:  One  elector  to  each  State 
having  less  than  a  million;  two  to  each  State  having  ono 
but  less  than  two  million ;  three  to  each  having  two  but 
less  than  three  million;  four  to  each  having  three  but  less 
than  four  million ;  five  to  each  having  four  but  less  than  six 
million ;  six  to  each  having  six  but  less  than.-eight  million; 
and  seven  to  each  having  eight  milUon  of  population.  Each 
State  having  but  one  elector  shall  be  an  electoral  district, 
and  each  of  the  other  States  shall  be  divided  by  Congress 
into  districts  equal  to  the  number  of  its  electors,  to  be 
composed  of  coterminous  territory,  and  as  near  as  may  be 
the  districts  to  have  equality  of  population. 

Sec.  2.  The  voters  of  each  district,  qualified  to  vote  for 
members  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  its  Legislature, 
shall  elect  an  elector. 

The  election  for  electors  shall  be  held  during  the  month 
of  October  next  proceeding  the  commencement  of  any  pres- 
idential term. 

The  several  State  Legislatures  shall  prescribe  the  time 
and  manner  for  holding  those  elections  and  making  returns 
thereof;  also,  for  decichng  them  when  contested,  and  making 
new  electicms  therein;  but  Congress  may  dischai-ge  this 
duty,  in  whole  or  in  part,  when  deemed  necessary. 

Sec.  3.  The  electors  shall  convene  in  the  Senate  Chamber 
at  the  seat  of  Government,  at  noon  of  the  first  Monday  in 
Febntary  next  preceding  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing 
presidential  term,  and  form  an  electoral  college. 

Two  thirds  of  all  the  electors  elected  shall  be  a  quorum 
of  the  coliege. 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  or  in  his  absence 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  or  in  the  absence  of  both,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  college. 

The  presiding  otficer  shall  cause  all  the  electors  elected, 
whether  present  or  not,  to  be  listed  in  the  alphabetical  order 
of  their  names,  and  in  that  order  divide  them  into  six  classes 
of  equal  numbers,  tUstributing  by  lot  separately  among  the 
several  classes  such  electors  at  the  bottom  of  the  list,  if 
any,  as  are  left  out  in  the  division. 

He  shall  by  lot,  under  the  supervision  of  one  from  each 
class,  designate  the  several  classes  by  numbers  fi-om  one 
to  six. 

When  a  quorum  is  present  he  shall  announce  that  the 
college  is  formed,  and  note  the  time  at  which  the  enunciar 
tion  is  made ;  but,  when  necessary,  the  enunciation  shall  be 
postponed  until  after  the  verification,  by  a  majority  of 
the  electors  present,  of  the  returns  and  qualifications  of 
members. 

Sec.  4.  After  the  college  is  formed  the  electors  present  of 
each  class  shall  choose  an  elector  from  the  class  next  suc- 
ceeding it  in  number,  except  class  six,  which  shall  choose 
from  class  one. 

In  open  session  of  the  college  the  presiding  oflicer,  under 
the  supervision  and  control  of  the  six  eo  chosen,  or  a  ma- 
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Jority  of  them,  ehall  cause  two  of  those  six  to  be  designated 
by  lot. 

From  those  two  the  college  shall  choose  one,  ■who  shall  be 
President  for  the  next  ensuing  term  of  four  years,  and  the 
other  shall  be  the  Vice  President  for  that  term. 

The  voting  by  class  or  college  shall  be  viva  voce  in  open 
session  of  the  college. 

In  cases  of  tie,  the  casting  vote  shall  be  given  by  the  pre- 
siding officer,  who,  if  he  be  also  an  elector,  shall  not  vote 
except  in  cases  of  tie. 

The  college  may  adopt  rules  for  expediting  a  decision 
by  the  several  classes,  and  to  prevent  more  than  two  per- 
sons from  receiving  an  equality  of  votes  on  the  final  vote 
of  a  class. 

If  there  be  a  failure  to  choose  one  of  the  six  from  any 
class  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  college,  the  mem- 
bers of  that  class  shall  themselves  make  the  choice. 

There  sliall  be  no  reconsideration  of  a  vote  given. 

Sec.  5.  If  the  college  fail,  except  from  exterior  violence 
or  intimidation,  to  make  an  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  when  the 
college  was  formed,  it  shall  be  dissolved,  and  tlie  offices  of 
its  electors  vacated. 

Thereupon  the  presiding  officer  shall  order  a  new  election 
of  electors  on  any  day,  not  less  than  thirty  from  the  date 
of  his  proclamation,  and  at  least  thirty  before  the  next 
month  of  June,  which  election  sliall  be  held,  and  the  electors 
chosen  shall  convene  at  the  time  and  place  designated  by 
the  proclamation,  and  proceed  to ihe  election  of  a  President 
and  Vice  President  as  before  directed,  within  twenty-four 
hours  from  the  time  of  their  formation  into  a  college,  and 
under  like  penalty  for  their  failure. 

Should  the  failure  to  elect  be  caused  by  exterior  violence 
or  intimidation,  the  functions  of  the  college  shall  notecase, 
but  it  shall  reconvene  when  and  where  a  majority  of  its 
members  shall  by  proclamation  direct,  and  make  or  com- 
plete an  election  aa  before  directed,  within  the  time  speci- 
fied, under  like  penalty. 

Sec.  6.  Should  no  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent be  made  by  an  electoral  college  before  the  1st  day  of 
June  next  ensuing  the  commencement  of  a  presidential 
teim,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  convene  in  its 
Chamber  at  noon  of  the  first  Monday  in  July  next  thereaf- 
ter, constitute  all  its  elected  members,  whether  present  or 
not,  into  an  electoral  college,  as  though  each  Senator  had  I 
been  elected  an  elector,  and  proceed  in  all  respects  as  be- 
fore directed,  within  twenty-four  hours,  to  choose  a  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  to  fill  the  vacancy.  ] 

Should  the  Senate  fail  to  elect,  the  discharge  of  the  duties  : 
of  President  and  Vice  President  for  the  residue  of  that  term 
shall  devolve  upon  such  oflScers  of  the  Government  as  Con- 
gress shall  have  theretofore  directed. 

Sec.  7.  No  office  shall  be  incompatible  with  that  of  an  1 
elector  except  the  ofiBce  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States.  ! 

Sec.  8.  An  act  or  resolution  passed  by  Congress,  which 
shall  be  returned  by  the  President  ^vith  his  objections,  shall 
be  valid  without  his  signature,  if  repassed  by  each  House  of 
Congress  by  a  vote  equal  to  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  thereto. 

Sec.  9.  It  shall  not  be  deemed  compatible  with  the  duty 
of  a  President  habitually  to  use  the  patronage  of  his  office 
for  the  special  advantage  of  any  particular  political  party, 
or  to  suffer  the  patronage  of  any  subordinate  office  so  to  be 
used. 

Sec.  10.  Should  a  vacancy  occur  in  both  the  office  of  Pres- 
ident and  in  that  of  Vice  President  while  there  are  two 
years  remaining  of  the  then  presidential  term,  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  or  in  his  absence  the  Secretary 
of  State,  shall  convene  the  electoral  college  after  thirty  days' 
notice  by  proclamation,  who  shall  fill  the  vacancies  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term  in  all  respects  as  if  it  were  an  original 
election. 

Sec.  11.  Every  elector,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
his  office,  shall,  by  oath  or  affirmation,  promise  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  declare  that  he 
has  not,  and  will  not,  pledge  his  vote  as  an  elector  in  iavor 
of  any  person  or  toward  aiding  any  political  party. 

AMENDMENT    FOR    THE    EXTINCTION    OP    SLAVERY. 

1864,  February  10 — Mr.  Trdmbull,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  a  joint 
resolution : 

Be  it  resolved,  d-c..  That  the  following  article  be  proposed 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  as  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified 
by  three  fourths  of  said  legislatures,  shall  be  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution, 
namely : 

Article  Xin. 

Section  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude, 
except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  United 
States,  or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 


Sec.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation. 

April  5 — Mr.  Davis  moved  to  strike  out  the 
above  and  insert — 

No  negro,  or  person  whose  mother  or  grandmother  is  or 
was  a  negro,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  Uniteil  States,  or  \x3 
eligible  to  any  civil  or  miUtary  oflice,  or  to  any  place  of 
ti-ust  or  profit  under  the  United  States. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  5,  nays  32,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  BuQkalew,  Davis,  Powell,  Riddle,  Sauls- 
bur/i — 5. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Har- 
ding, Ilarlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Lane  of  Kansas.  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey, 
Sherman,  Sprairue,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Tan 
"\Vinkle,  Wade,  AVilley,  ^Vilson— 32. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  amend  by  adding  to 
section  1,  the  words — 

No  slave  shall  be  emancipated  by  this  article,  unless  the 
owner  thereof  shall  be  first  paid  the  value  of  the  slave  or 
slaves  so  emancipated. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  2,  (Messrs. 
Davis, und  Powell,)  nays  3i: 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Buclcalew,  Cnrlile,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fesscnden,  Foot, 
Grimes,  Uale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe, 
Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Jlor- 
rill,  Pomerov,  Ramsev,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck, Trumbull,  Van  XVinkle,  Wade,  Willey,  Wilson— 34. 

April  6 — Mr.  Powell  moved  to  add  a  ne\v 
article  to  the  Constitution,  as  follows : 
Article  XIV. 
The  President  and  Vice  President  shall  hold  their  offices 
for  the  term  of  six  years.    A  person  who  has  filled  the 
office  of  President  shall  not  be  re-eligible. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  12,  nays  32  : 
Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Davis,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hendricks, 
Ncsmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saidsbury,  Wade,  Wilk- 
inson— 12. 

Nays — Blessrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness, Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Uale,  Hard- 
inr/,  Ilarlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  IIowo,  Johnson, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  KansaB,  McDongaH,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill, Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wilson— 32. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  add  an  article,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Article  XV. 

The  principal  officer  in  each  of  the  E.^ecutive  Depart- 
ments, and  all  persons  connected  with  the  diplomatic  ser- 
vice, may  be  removed  from  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
President.  All  other  civil  officers  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments may  be  removed  at  any  time  by  the  President,  or  other 
appointing  power,  when  their  services  are  unnecessary,  or 
for  dishonesty,  incapacity,  inefficiency,  misconduct,  or  neg- 
lect of  duty;  and  when  so  removed  the  removal  .shall  be 
reported  to  the  Senate,  together  with  the  reasons  therefor. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  6,  nays  38,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Davis,  Hendricks,  Powell,  Riddle,  Sauls- 
hury.  Wade — 6. 

Nay.s — Slessrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
mer, Conness,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding,  Ilarlan,  Harris,  Henderson, 
Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansiis, 
McDougall,  Jlorgan,  Jlorrill,  JVesmiHi,  Pomeroy,  P^amsey, 
Sherma.i,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson — 38. 

Mr.  Powell  offered  a  new  article,  as  follows  : 
Article  XVI. 

Every  law,  or  resolution  having  the  force  of  law,  shall 
relate  to  but  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be  expressed  in  the 
title. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  6,  nays  37,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cowan,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Powell,  Riddle, 
SauUbury — G. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness, Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fe^isendeu,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
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Ilale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe, 
Johnson,  Lano  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  JVesmiik,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman, 
Sprague.  Sumner,  Ton  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Tan  Winkle,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson— 37. 

April  8 — Mr.  Saulsbcry  moved  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  word  "  Article  xiii,"  und  insert 
the  following: 

Secticn  1.  All  persons  shall  have  the  right  peaceably  to 
•ssemMe  and  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  conscience. 

Sec.  2.  Tho  use  of  the  public  press  shall  not  be  obstructed ; 
but  criminal  publications  made  in  one  State  against  the 
lawful  institutions  of  another  State  shall  not  bo  allowed. 

Sec.  3.  The  right  of  citizens  to  free  and  lawful  speech  in 
public  assemblies  shall  not  be  denied.  Access  of  citizens  to 
the  ballot-box  shall  not  bo  obstructed  either  by  civil  or 
aiilitary  power.  Tlie  military  shall  always  Vie  subordinate 
to  the  e.visting  judicial  authority  over  citizens.  The  privi- 
lege of  tlie  writ  of  habeas  ctn-jnis  shall  never  be  suspended 
in  the  presence  of  the  judicial  authority. 

Sec.  4.  The  militia  of  a  State  or  of  tlie  United  States  shall 
not  be  employed  to  invade  the  lawi'ul  rights  of  the  people 
of  any  of  the  several  States;  but  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  hereby  deprived  of  the  right  and  power  to  defend 
and  protect  its  property  and  rights  within  the  limits  of  any 
of  the  States. 

Skc.  5.  Persons  held  to  service  or  labor  for  life,  in  any 
State  under  the  laws  thereof,  may  be  taken  into  any  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  south  of  north  latitude  30°  30', 
and  the  right  to  such  service  nr  labor  shall  not  be  impaired 
thereby,  and  the  Territorial  Legislature  tfafreof  shall  have 
the  exclusive  right  to  make  and  shall  malco  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  protection  of  such  right,  and 
also  for  the  protection  of  such  persons :  but  Congress  or 
any  Territorial  Legislature  shall  not  have  power  to  impair 
or  abolish  such  right  of  service  in  tho  said  Territory  while 
in  a  territorial  condition  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
States  south  of  said  latitude  which  maintain  such  service. 

Sec.  6.  Involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime,  shall  not 
be  permanently  established  witliin  the  district  set  apart  for 
the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States :  but  the  right 
of  aojoiu'n  in  such  district  with  pei'sons  held  to  service  or 
labor  for  life  shall  not  be  denied. 

Sec.  7.  When  any  Territory  of  the  United  States  south  of 
north  latitude  36°  30'  shall  have  a  population  equal  to  the 
ratio  of  representation  for  one  member  of  Congress,  and  the 
people  thereof  shall  have  formed  a  constitution  for  a  re- 
■publican  form  of  government,  it  shall  be  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  u-itli  the  other 
States;  and  the  people  may  in  such  constitution  either  pro- 
hibit or  sastain  the  right  to  involuntary  labor  or  service, 
and  alter  or  amend  the  constitution  at  their  will. 

Sec.  8.  The  present  right  of  representation  in  section 
two,  article  one,  of  this  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  States  maintaining  the  right 
to  involuntary  service  or  labor  south  of  latitude  36°  30',  but 
nothing  in  this  Constitution  or  its  amendments  shall  be 
construed  to  deprive  any  State  south  cf  said  latitude  36°  30' 
of  the  right  of  abolishing  invohmtary  servitude  at  its  will 

Sec.  9.  The  regulation  and  control  of  the  right  to  labor 
or  service  in  any  of  the  States  south  of  latitude  36°  30' 
is  hereby  recognized  to  be  exclusively  the  right  of  each 
State  within  its  own  limits ;  and  this  Constitution  shall  not 
be  altered  or  amended  to  impair  this  right  of  each  State 
without  its  consent :  Provided,  This  article  shall  not  be 
construed  to  absolve  the  United  States  from  rendering  as- 
sistance to  suppress  insurrections  or  domestic  violence, 
wlieu  called  upon  by  any  State,  as  provided  lor  in  section 
four,  article  four,  of  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  10.  No  State  shall  pass  any  law  in  any  way  interfer- 
ing with  or  obstructing  the  recovery  of  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, or  from  labor  or  service,  or  any  law  of  Congress  made 
nuder  article  four,  section  two,  of  this  Constitution ;  and 
all  laws  in  violation  of  this  section  may,  on  complaint  made 
by  any  person  or  State,  b«  declared  void  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  11.  As  a  right  of  comity  between  the  several  States 
Boutli  of  latitude  36°  30'  tho  right  of  transit  with  persons 
held  to  involunt;iry  labor  or  service  from  one  State  to 
another  shall  not  bo  obstructed,  but  such  persons  shall  not 
be  brought  into  the  States  north  of  said  latitude. 

Sec.  12.  The  traflic  in  slaves  with  Africa  is  hereby  forever 
prohibited  on  pain  of  death  and  the  forfeiture  of  all  the 
rights  and  property  of  persons  engaged  therein ;  and  the 
de-^cendants  of  Africans  shall  not  be  citizens. 

Sec  13.  Alleged  fugitives  from  labor  or  service,  on  re- 
quest, shall  have  a  trial  by  jury  before  being  returned. 

Sec  14.  All  alleged  fugitives  charged  with  crime  com- 
mitted in  violation  of  tho   laws  of  a   State   shall  have  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  if  such  person  claims  to  be  a 
citizen  of  another  State,  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  or  of 
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a  writ  of  error  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  15.  All  acts  of  any  Inhabitant  of  the  United  States 
tending  to  incite  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  to  insur- 
rection or  acts  of  domestic  violence,  or  to  aliscond,  are 
hereby  prohibited  and  declared  to  be  a  penal  offence,  and 
all  the  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  be  open  to  suppress 
and  puni-h  such  offences  at  the  suit  of  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  or  the  suit  of  any  State. 

Sec  16.  All  conspiracies  in  any  State  to  interfere  with 
la\vful  rights  in  any  other  State  or  against  the  United  States 
shall  be  suppressed;  and  no  State  or  the  people  thereof 
shall  withdraw  from  this  Union  without  the  consent  of 
tliree  fourths  of  all  the  States,  expressed  l>y  an  amendment 
proposed  and  ratified  in  the  manner  prorided  in  article  five 
of  the  Constitution. 

Sec  17.  AVhenever  any  State  wherein  involuntary  servi- 
tude is  recognized  or  allowed  shall  projjose  to  abolish  such 
servitude,  and  shall  apply  for  pecuniary  assistance  therein, 
tho  Congress  may  in  its  discretion  giant  such  relief,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars,  for  each  person  liberated  ;  but 
Congress  shall  nut  propose  such  abolishment  or  relief  to 
any  Stute.  Congress  may  assist  free  persons  of  African 
descent  to  emigrate  and  civilize  Africa. 

Sec  18.  Duties  on  imports  may  be  imposed  for  revenue, 
but  shall  not  be  excessive  or  prohibitory  in  amount. 

Sec  19.  When  all  of  the  several  States  shall  have  abol- 
ished slavery,  then  and  hereafter  slavery  or  involuntary 
senitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  shall  never  bo 
established  or  tolerated  in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and  they  shall  be  forever  free. 

Sec.  20.  The  provisions  of  this  article  relating  to  invol- 
untary labor  or  servitude  shall  not  bo  altered  without  the 
consent  of  all  the  States  maintaining  such  servitude. 

Which  was  rejected,  without  a  division. 
The  joint  resolution   proposing  the  amend- 
ment, us  reported  trom  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  was  then  passed — yeas  38,  uays  6,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Conness,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Fessenden, 
Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morgan,  .Morrill,  Kesmith,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  therman, 
Sprague,  Sumner,  TenEyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade, 
Wilkinson.  Willey,  Wilson — 38. 

tiAYS — Messrs.  Davis,  Hendricks,  McDomgall,  Powell, 
Riddle,  Saulsbury — 6. 

VOTE  ]N  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATINES. 

May  3l — This  joint  resolution  coming  up, 
Mr.  HoLMAN  objecting  to  its  second  reading, 
the  vote  on  rejecting  the  bill  was  yeas  55,  nays 
76,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Bliss,  Bronlcs, 
James  S.  Brown,  CUanler,  Caffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawsr/n, 
Denison,  Eden,  Edgertmi,  EUlridge,  JPincl;  Ganson,  Grider, 
Hall,  Harrington,  Hei-ricJc,  Holman,  Philip  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  Kalbjleisch,  KerTian,  King,  Kiwpp,  Law, 
L'/ng,  Mallory,  Slarcy,  HcAllister,  McDowell,  James  li. 
Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Koble,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Pruyn, 
Radford,  William  H.  Randall,  Ross,  John  B.  Steele.,  Wil- 
liam G.  iiteele.  Stiles,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Ward, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Fer- 
nando Wood — 55. 

Na{3— Me.-srs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Baxte;-,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  D.  Blair,  Boyd, 
Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Donnelly,  Driggs, 
Eckley,  Eliot,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell, 
Griswold,  Hale,  Higby,  Hooper,  llotchkiss,  Asahel  W. 
Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Littlejohn, 
Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
terson, Perbam,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  IL  Rice, 
John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shan- 
non, Sloau,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster, 
Whaley,  Wdliams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom — 76. 

June  14— Mr.  Wheeler  oifered  an  amend- 
ment, to  add  this  proviso  : 

That  this  article  shall  not  apply  to  the  States  of  Kentucky^ 
Missouri,  Delaware,  and  Maryland  until  after  the  expiration, 
of  ten  years  from  the  time  the  same  shall  be  ratified. 

June  15 — The  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Wheeler  was  disagreed  to.     Also  the  amend- 
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ment  of  ^Ir.  Pendleton,  that,  the  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  be  submitted 
to  conventions  instead  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  so  that  the  ratification,  if  at  all,  shall  be 
by  conventions  of  three  fourths  of  the  States. 
The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  was  then 
rejected — yeas  95,  nays  66,  (two-thirds  being 
necessary,)  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderison,  Arnold, 
Baily,  J.  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  J.  B.  Blair, 
Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Crcswell,  Dawes,  liem- 
ing,  DixoD,  Honnc-Uy,  Driijgs,  Eck!ey,  Eliot,  Farnswurth, 
Feuton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooeh,  Grjswold,  Hale,  Iligby, 
Hooper,  Holchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hnhliard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Hulburd,  IngersoJl,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley.  Fran- 
cis W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  I.ittlejobn,  Loan,  Long- 
year,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Jloor- 
liead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Aniog  Myers,  I>eonard  Myers, 
Norton,  Oddl,  Charles  O'Neill,  Oith,  Patterson.  I'eihani, 
Pike,  Price,  Alexander  IL  Rice,  .John  H.  Rice.  Edward  H. 
KoninB,.Schenck,  Scofield, Shannon,  Sloan, Smith,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer.  Thomas,  Tracy,  tJpson, 
Tan  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Wm.  B.  Wash- 
burn, Webster,  Whaley,  WlicelOK,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wil- 
son, Windom,  VVoodbridge — 95. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  C.  AUen,  Wm.  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Ashley,  Augustus  C.  Baldvnn,  Miss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brnivn, 
Chanier,  Cojfroth,  Vox,  Cravens,  Daivson,  DenUon,  Eden, 
Edgerton,  Bldridr/e,  English,  find;  Garison,  Grider,  Hard- 
ing, Hurringtrm,  llerrick,  Holman,  Hutchins,  PJiilip  John- 
son, William,  Johnson,  Kalhjleisch,  Kernan,  King,  Law, 
Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Mallmy,  Marcy,  ilcAllister,  Mc- 
Dowell, McKinney,  Wm.  11.  Miller,  James  B. Morris,  Morri- 
son, Nohle,  J.  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  S. 
J.  Ramlall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott, 
John  B.  Steele.  Wm.  6.  Steele,  Stiles.  Strouse,  Siuurt,.Sweat, 
Wadstcorth.  Ward,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Per- 
nando  Wood — C6. 

Not  Yotinq — Messrs.  William  G.  Brown,  Clay,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Diimont,  Griiinell,  Hall, 
Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Knapp,  McBride, 
Middltton,  Kelson,  Pomeroy,  Wm.  H.  Randall,  Stebbins, 
Voorhees,  Wivfield,  Benjamin  Wood,  Teaiiian — 20. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Ashley  entered  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  above  vote. 

OTHER  PROPOSITIONS. 

IN  HOUSE. 
1864,  February  15 — Mr.  Arnold  offered  this 
resoluliou : 

Resolved,  That  tho  Constitution  should  he  bo  amended  as 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  United  States  wherever  it  now  ex- 
ists, and  to  proliibit  its  existonco  in  every  part  thereof  lijr- 
ever. 

The  House  refused  to  table  it — yeas  58,  nays 
TO ;  and  passed  it — yeas  78,  naj  s  62,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Baily, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  B.axter,  Beaman,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Don- 
nelly, Driggs,  Duuiont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Parnsworth, 'Frank, 
Gartield,  Uuoch,  Grinnell,  Higby,  Hoojier,  Asaliel  W.  Hnb- 
baj'd,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelloy, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McChng, 
Samuel  i'.  Miller,  iVIoorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Jlyers,  Norton,  Cliarles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
terson, Perham,  Pike.  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
John  II.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shan- 
non, Smithers.  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thcmias,  Dpson, 
Tan  Valkenburgl!,  Ellihn  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Wlialcy,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom — 78. 

Nays — ilessrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Clay, 
Cnffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Batcsrm,  De.ni.son,  Eden,  Edgerton, 
Eldridge,  Find;  Ganson,  Gridcr,  Hall,  jtarding,  Harring- 
ton, Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Hrrriclc,  Holman,  William  Johnson, 
Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Long, 
Mallory,  McAllister,  McBride,  McDoiwll,  McKinnry,  Wm. 
IL  Millir,  James  R.  Mirrris,  Morricon.  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell, 
John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Samuel  J.  Rindall,  William 
II.  Randall,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B. 
Steele.  Stil&f,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph 
W.   White,  Winfield,  Fernando  Wood— 62. 

February  15 — Mr.  Windom  offered  this  reso- 


lution, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  cf-c, 
That  (two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring)  tho  following 
article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  tho  several  States 
as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
"which,  when  ratified  Jiy  tliroe  fourths  of  said  Legislatures, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  said 
Constitution,  namely : 

Article  1.3. 

Sec.  1.  Neither  slavery  hor  involuntary  servitude,  except 
as  a  punishment  for  crime  whereof  the  party  shall  hf.ve 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  United  States 
or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation. 

18G4,  March  28 — Mr.  Stevens  offered  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the 
following  articles  be  proposed  to  the  several  States  as 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 

Article  1.  Slavery  .and  involuntary  servitude,  except  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  tho  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  is  forever  jirohibited  in  the  United 
States  and  all  its  Territories. 

Art.  2.  So  much  of  article  four,  section  two,  as  refers  to 
the  delivery  up  of  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  escap- 
ing into  another  State  is  annulled. 

On  a  motion  to  reject  the  resolution,  the 
yeas  were  45,  nays  75,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Augustus  ('.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Chan- 
la;  Clay,Crarens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck, 
Ganson,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G. 
Ifarris,  H-rrick,  Holman,  Philip  Johnaon,  Knapp,  Law, 
Malkiry,  Marcy,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  NobU,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Rogers,James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  William 
G.  Steilc, Sweat,  Winjield,  ycaman--A5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alley,  Alli.son,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Francis  P. 
Blair,  jr..  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Biandegee,  Broomall,  Am- 
brose \V.  Cl.irk,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  Deming,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Frank,  Garfield,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Ilotchkiss, 
Asahcl  \Y.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kasson,  Kelloy,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Longyear,  Mc- 
Bride, McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perham,  , 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Stevens,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Tan  Talkenburgh, 
EUihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  "Webster, 
Whaley,  Wilson,  Windom — 75. 

It  was  then  laid  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Steyens  the  second  arti- 
cle was  stricken  out. 

IN  SENATE. 

1864,  Feb.  8 — Mr.  Anthony  offered  a  joint 
resolution  to  repeal  the  joint  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
approved  March  2,  1861,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  dc,  Tliat  the  following  article  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  as  an  amenilment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  Uniteil  States,  which,  when  ratified 
by  three  fourths  of  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  the  said  Constitution, 
namely : 

Art.  XIIT.  No  .amendment  shall  bo  made  to  the  Consti- 
tution which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  the  power 
to  abolish  or  interfere  witliin  any  State  with  the  domestic 
institutions  thereof,  including  that  of  persons  held  to  labor 
or  service  by  the  laws  of  said  State. 

May  11 — On  motion  of  Mr.  TRFMBULt,,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  were  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration. 

OTHER    PROPOSED    AMENDMENTS. 

A  convention  held  in  Alleghany  City,  Penn., 
January  27,  1864,  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 
Resolved,  First,  That  we  deem  it  a  matter  of  paramount       | 


AND    KINDRED    SUBJECTS. 
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Importance  to  the  life  and  prosperity  and  pirm:inency  of 
our  nation  that  the  Coustitiiti'in  be  so  amended  as  fully  to 
express  the  Christian  natii-nal  character. 

Resolved,  Second,  That  we  are  encouraged  by  the  success 
attending  the  labors  of  the  friem'.s  of  this  movement  to 
persevere  in  the  hope  that,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  it  will 
speedily  result  in  the  consummation  of  its  gi'cat  object. 

Resolve'!,  Third,  That  tlie  lute  i)roclaniation  of  his  Ex- 
cellency tlie  President  of  the  United  States,  recommending 
the  observance  of  days  of  national  fa.sting,  humiliation, 
and  praj'er,  as  suggested  by  tlie  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of 
confessing  our  national  sins,  which  h.-,ve  provoked  the 
divine  displeasure,  and  of  imploring  forgiveness  through 
Jesus  Christ :  and  also  days  of  nation.il  thanksgiving  for  the 
purpose  of  making  grateful  acknowledgments  of  God's 
mercies;  we  have  pleasing  evidence  that  God  is  graciously 
inclining  tho  hearts  of  those  who  are  in  authority  over  us 
to  recognize  His  h;'nd  in  national  affairs,  and  to  cherish  a 
sense  of  our  depeudence  as  a  nation  upon  Him. 

Whicli  was  subsequently  presented  to  the 
President  by  a  committee  of  the  convention, 
with  an  address.  The  President  made  this  reply : 

Gentlemen:  The  general  aspect  of  your  movement  I 
cordially  approve.  In  regard  to  particulars  1  must  ask 
time  to  deliberate,  as  the  work  of  amendiug  tho  Constitu- 
tion should  not  l)e  done  hastily.  I  will  carefully  examine 
your  paper  in  order  more  fully  to  comprehend  its  contents 
than  is  possible  from  merely  hearing  it  read,  and  will  take 
Buch  action  upon  it  as  my  responsibility  to  our  Maker  and 
our  country  demands. 

Numerously  signed  petitions  were  presented 
to  Congress  during  the  late  session. 

1864,  April  11 — .Mr.  Cravens  offered  these 
resolutions  which  went  over,  under  the  rule: 

Resflred,  Tliat  in  the  iirescnt  condition  of  tho  country, 
when  the  ijassions  of  the  people  are  inflamed  and  their 
prejudices  are  excited,  it  is  imwiso  .^nd  dangerous  to  attempt 
to  alter  or  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
that  ample  power  is  contained  within  its  limits  as  it  now 
exists  to  protect  and  defend  the  national  life,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  power  nut  wan-anted  by  its  provisions  would  be  to 
enter  the  held  of  revolution,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  tending  to  tho  establishment  of  military  des- 
potism and  the  final  overthrow  of  free  governinent.in  Amer- 
ica. 

Resolvd,  That  any  attempt  by  Congress  to  reduce  States 
to  the  condition  of  Territories  is  as  odious  and  as  revolution- 
ary in  its  character  and  tendency  as  secession  itself. 

Residvdl,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  listen 
to  and  consider  any  proposition  for  reconciliation  that  may 
be  offered  by  the  insurgents  which  does  not  involve  the 
question  of  separation. 

R.a:olrcd,  Tlmt  the  thanks  of  the  nation  aro  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered,  to  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  seamen  who 
have  so  gallantly  borne  our  flag  in  this  hour  of  peril  to  our 
country. 

March  21 — Mr.  Blaine  offered  this  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Resoh'fd,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  directed  to 
Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  striking  out  the 
fifth  clause  of  section  nine,  article  one,  which  forbids  the 
levying  of  a  tax  on  articles  exported  from  any  State. 

IN  SENATE. 
March  3 — Mr.  Davis  presented,  for  printing, 
an  amendment  he  proposed  to  offer  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  reported  by  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee : 

First.  Tliat  no  negro  or  person  whose  mother  or  grand- 
mother is  or  was  a  negro  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  he  eligiblo  to  any  civil  or  military  office,  or  to  any 
place  of  trust  i.r  profit  under  the  United  States. 

Second.  That  the  States  of  JIaineand  Massachusetts  shall 
form  and  consMtuto  eno  State  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
called  East  New  England,  and  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Khodc  Island.  ConnecMcut,  and  Vermont  shall  form 
and  constitute  one  State  of  the  United  States,  to  be  called 
West  New  England. 

Resolutions  on  Slavery .'^ 
First  Session  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

18G4,  Jan.  18 — Mr.  Harding  offered  this  res- 
clution  : 
Jiesolved,  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of  the  rights 


of  the  States.  Rnd  especially  the  right  of  each  State  to  or- 
linr  and  cim'rol  its  own  domestic  iustitutions  according  to 
its  (iwn  judgment  exclusively,  is  essential  to  that  balanc* 
of  power  on  which  the  perfection  aud  endurance  of  our 
political  labric  depend. 

Mr.  Stevens  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table; 
which  was  lost — yeas  73,  nays  75,  as  follows : 

Ye.\s — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Baxter.  Beaman.  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
B  andegee,  Broomall.  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Colo,  Creswell,  Thomas  T.Davis,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly, 
Driggs.  ErklRv.  Eli'f,  Fanisworth,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch, 
Grinnell,  Higjy,  Hooper,  Uutcbkiss,  .\sahol  W.  Hubbard, 
riulburd.  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Or- 
lando Kellrgg,  Loan.  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg, 
Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Millei-,  Moorhead.  Morrill.  r,aniel 
Morris,  Leonard  flyers,  Charles  O'Neill.  1  attcrson,  Perbam, 
Pike,  Pomeroy.  Price,  John  H.  Rice,  E  Iward  II.  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer.  Thomas, 
Upson.  EUihu  B.  VVashburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wli»- 
ley.  Willi  ims,  Wilder,  Wil-on.  W;ndom,  Woodhridge— 73. 

Nays — MegsTS.  Jimes  C.  Allen.  Wi.liamJ.Allen,Ancima, 
Augtistus  0.  Bakhvin,  Francis  I'.  Blair,  jr..  Bliss.  Brooks, 
James S.  Brr/wn.  W.  G.Brown.  Chanter,  Clay.  Cnffroth.  Cox, 
Cravens,  Daw.>on.  DenUnn,  Eden.  Edtjerton,  Eldridge,  Eng- 
lish, Finck,  Ganson.  Grider.  Griswild.  Hale  IlaU,  Harding, 
Barrinritnn ,  Benjamin  G,  Harris,  Ha-ri.ck,  Hnlman.  Hutch- 
ins  WilUarii  Jnhnsim  Kernan,  King  Knapp  Lazear,  Lt 
Blond,  Long,  ilarcy.  AfcAlli.ster,  ilcDmodl,  McKinney.  3Iidr 
dleton.  Wm  H.  Mill  r.  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison.  Amos 
JIyers,.Vc?.^o«.  i\o/j/<!,  Jo7(re  O'Nill,  Orth,  Pendleton,  Vfm. 
H.  Randall.  Robinson,  Jame^  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield, 
John  G  Scott.  Smith.  Jnlm  B.  Steele.  Stiles.  Strrmse,  Stuart, 
iSweut,  Tracy,  Vooihees.  Wadswnrth.  Webster.  Wheeler,  Chil- 
ton A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Fernando  Wood, 
Teaman — 76. 

It  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Rebellious  States — yeas  83,  nays  68,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bonf^ 
well,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Clay,  Cole,  Creswell,  Thomas  T.  Da>is,  Dawes,  Deming, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton, 
Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Iligby,  Hotchkiss.  John 
11.  Hubbard,  Ilullmrd,  Jenckes,  .Tulian,  Kasson,  Kelley, 
Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,Lovejoy,  Marvin.  3IcBride, 
McClurg.  Mclndoe,  Samuel"  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill, 
Daniel  Jlorris,  Amos  Myers.  Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill, 
Orth,  Patterson.  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander 
II.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Sco- 
field, Shannon,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elliliu  B.  Washburne,  William 
B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
W'indom,  'Woodhridge — S3. 

Nay.; — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Augustus  C.  Bahhvin,  Francis  P.  Blair, jr.,  Brooks,James  S. 
Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Jolm  W.  Chankr,  Co.v,  Cravens, 
Daw.ioii,  Denison,  Edtn,  Eigerton,  Eldridge, English,  Finck, 
6a)tson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Harring- 
ton, Binjamin  G.  Harris,  Hernck,  H'tmun,  Hutchins,  Wil- 
liam Jiihnsoa,  Ki  mint.  King,  Knapp,  La  Blond,  Long,  Marcy, 
McAUiatir,  McDowell,  Me  Kinney,  Middletcn,  William  H. 
Miller.  James  R.  Morns,  Mornson,  Kelson,  Nolle,  John 
O'NlHI.  Pendleton,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Smith,  John  B.  SteeU,  Stiles, 
Strouse,  Stuarf,Stveat,Tr9.cy,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Wheeltr, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Fematido 
Wood,  Yeaman — 6S. 

18G4,  February  29 — Mr.  Morrison  offered  the 
folio  wing  resolution;  which  was  laid  over  under 
the  rule : 

Resolved,  That  slavery  legally  exists  in  some  of  the  States 
of  the  Union  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  such 
States,  and  that  neither  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  nor  the  people,  as  such,  are  responsible  therefor,  nor 
have  they  any  legal  duty  to  perform  in  relation  thereto  ex- 
cept such  as  is  eivioined  by  section  two,  article  four,  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  in  these  words:  "  No  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escap- 
ing into  another,  shall  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regu 
lation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but 
shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

Bureau  of  Freedmen's  Affairs. 

IN  PIOUSE. 
18G4,  March  1 — The  House  passed  a  bill  to 
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establish  a  Bureau  of  Freedmen's  Affairs— yeas 
69,  nays  67,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman.  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Brandegee,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Dawes, 
Dixou,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farns- 
worth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Griunell,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  U.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Lougyear,  Lovejpy,  Marvin,  BIcChirg,  McXndoe,  Sam- 
uoI'f'.  JliUe'r,  Moorhead.  MoiTill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Schenck,  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Smithers,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Van  Valkenburgh,  William  B. 
Washbuin.  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windoni.  Woodbridge— 69. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ancona,  Boihj,  Auymtus  C.  Baldwin,  Fran- 
cis P.  Blair,  jr.,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
William  O.  Brown,  ChanUr,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Dawson,  Den- 
ison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finch,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale, 
Hall,  Hdrding,  flarrinjtnn,  Ilarris,  Herrick.  Udman,  Hutch- 
ins,  Kalblteisch,  Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lrmg,  Mallory, 
McAlUfkr,  McBride,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Middleton,  Wil- 
liam B.  Miller,  Morrison,  Kelson,  Xohle,  Pendleton,  Radford, 
Samuel  J.  Itandall,  Koge.rs,  Itoss,  Scott,  Slebbins,  John  B. 
Steele,  William  G. Steele, istiles,  Stroiise, Stuai-t, Sweat.  Thomas, 
Tracy,  Voorhees,  Wad.'^wrirth,  Webster,  AV'haley,  Cldllon  A. 
White,  Joseph  W.  >r/aie,  Williams,  Winjield — 67. 

[The  bill  created  in  the  War  Department  a 
Bureau  of  Freedmen's  Affairs,  with  a  Com- 
missioner, (at  a  compensation  of  §4,000  per 
annum,)  to  whom  shall  be  referred  the  adjust- 
ment and  detei-mination  of  all  questions  con- 
cerning persons  of  African  descent,  and  per- 
sons wlio  are  or  shall  become  free  by  virtue  of 
any  proclamation,  law,  or  military  order  issued 
during  the  present  rebellion,  or  by  virtue  of 
any  State  act  of  Emancipation,  or  who  shall  be 
otherwise  entitled  to  their  freedom.  The  Com- 
missioner is  authorized  to  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  general  superin- 
tendence, direction,  and  raanagpment  of  all  such 
persons,  and  to  appoint  a  chief  and  other  clerks. 
All  military  and  civil  officers  charged  with  the 
execution  of  any  law  or  order  liberating  slaves, 
are  required  to  make  returns  of  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  Commissioner,  who  is  authorized 
to  establish  regulations  for  the  treatment  and 
disposition  of  all  freedmen,  that  their  rights 
and  those  of  the  Government  may  be  duly  de- 
termined and  maintained.  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners of  Freedmen  are  to  be  appointed  in  the 
rebellious  States  when  brought  under  militai-y 
authority,  (each  with  an  annual  salary  of 
$2,500,)  with  power  to  permit  freedmen  to  cul- 
tivate lands  in  those  districts  which  have  been, 
or  may  be,  abandoned  by  their  former  owners, 
and  all  real  estate  within  such  districts  to  which 
the  United  States  shall  have  acquired  title  and 
not  previously  appropriated  to  other  uses,  to 
adjust  wages,  receive  returns,  &c.] 
IN  SENATE. 

1864,  April  12 — Mr.  Sumnek  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Slavery  and  Freedmen  a  bill 
to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Freedmen,  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

May  25  —  Mr.  Sumner  reported  back  the 
House  bill  with  an  amendment  in  the  nature 
of  a  substitute. 

June  8 — It  was  considered  in  the  Senate. 

June  15 — Mr.  Carlile  moved  to  postpone  the 
bill  until  the  first  Monday  of  December  next; 
which  was  rejected — yeas  13,  nays  23,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckaleio,  Oarlile,  Davis,  Grimes,  Hen- 
dricks, Hicks,  Johnson,  Powell,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Sauls- 
bury,  Van  Winkle,  Willey—lS. 


Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Conness,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe, 
Lane  of  Xpdiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ramsey, 
Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilson — 23. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Saulsbury  (offered 
on  the  13th)  to  add  this  new  section : 

That  all  white  persons  in  the  States  not  in  revolt  shall  bo 
protected,  in  their  constitutional  rights,  and  that  no  such 
person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  with- 
out due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  any  such  person  be  held 
to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime  unless 
on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury  except  in 
cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia 
when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger;  nor 
shall  any  such  person,  except  as  aforesaid,  be  tried  for  any 
crime  or  offence  whatever  by  court-martial  or  military  com- 
mission. 

Was  rejected — yeas  8,  nays  29,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Cirlile,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Pov> 
ell,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Saulsbury-S. 

Nats — Slessrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Conness,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Hicks,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Pomerov,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Snmuer,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wnde,  Willey,  Wilson— 29. 

June  28 — The  bill  passed — yeas  21,  nays  9, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Doo. 
little.  Foot,  I'oster,  Harlan,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Mor- 
gan, Slorrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Hert' 
dricks,  McDougall,  Powell,  Riddle,  Willey— 9. 

During  the  pendency  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Willey 
offered  this  as  a  new  section  : 

That  whenever  the  said  Commissioner  cannot  find  aban- 
iloued  real  estate  on  which  to  employ  all  of  the  freedmen 
who  may  come  under  his  care  and  control  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  so  far  as  may  be  practical,  to 
proviile  lor  tkem  homes  aud  employment  with  humane  and 
sulUvble  persons  at  fair  and  just  com|)eusation  for  their 
services  ;  and  that  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  acconi- 
plish  this  purpose  the  said  Commissioner  shall  open  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  Governors  and  the  various  municipa. 
authorities  of  the  different  States  requesting  their  CO  oper- 
ation in  this  behalf. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  19,  nays  15,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Davis,  Doolittle, 
Foot,  Grimes,  Har!an,  Harris.  Henderson,  Hicks,  Howe, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Kamsey,  Riddle,  Sauhhury,  ?prague.  Van 
Winkle,  Willey— 19. 

Nats — Messrs  Buckalew.  Conness,  Cowan,  Foster,  Ben' 
dricks,  Lane  iif  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Powell,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 15. 

In  open  Senate — 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  strike  out  these  words; 
which  was  rejected — yeas  14,  nays  14,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bicckalew,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Hen- 
dricks, Morgan,  Morrill,  Pumeroy,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Wade.  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 14. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Davis,  Foot,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Har- 
ris, Hicks,  Johnson,  Lane  oi  Indiana,  Powell,  Rainsey, 
Saulsbury,  Van  Winkle,  Willey — 14. 

The  last  clause,  "  and  that,"  &c.,  was  after- 
wards stricken  out  as  unnecessary,  the  Commis- 
sioner having  full  discretion  over  the  subject- 
matter,  and  being  accessible  to  all  persons  inter- 
ested. 

June  30 — The  bill  as  amended  by  the  Senate, 
was  refened  to  the  Select  Committee  in  the 
House,  who  recommended  a  non-concurence  in 
the  Senate  amendments ;  when  the  bill  was 
postponed  to  December  20th  next. 

The  postponement  of  the  bill  leaves  unset- 
tled the  proposition  to  repeal  the  joint  resolu- 
tion amendatory  of  the  confiscation  act.  Each 
House  passed  a  repealing  section,  but  neither 
passed  the  other's.  (  See  p.  203.  ) 
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PROPOSITIONS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  WAR  AND  TO  "PEACE." 


The  Enrollment  Acts. 

ACI    OF   MARCH   3,    1863. — p.  115. 
Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  without  a  call  of 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

IN  HOUSE. 

February  25 — Mr.  Cox  moved  to  insert  the 
word  "  white  "  so  as  to  limit  the  enrolment  to 
"white"  able-bodied  males. 

Mr.  LovEjoY  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
they  were  not  ordered.  And  the  amendment 
was  disagreed  to — yeas  53,  nays  85. 

Mr.  WiCKLiFFE,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  add 
the  followir'g  to  the  thirteenth  section: 

Provided,  That  the  men  thus  called  into  the  service  shall 
be  lijr  the  Governor  of  the  Slate  organized  into  companies 
and  regiments,  and  officers  to  command  them  shall  be  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  by  authority  of  the  State  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  constitutii^n  and  laws  thereof, 
and  ill  obedience  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Which  was  negatived — yeas  55,  nays  104. 
The  Yeas  were : 

Yeas— Messrs.  WiUiam  Allen.  William  J.  Allen,  Ar>co"a, 
Bai  y,  Biddle.  Clements,  Conwa.y,  Coming,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Crittenden.  Eiglish.  Fisher,  F<ju:.e,  Granger,  Grider,  Hale, 
Ball,  Harding,  Holman,  Johnson,  Kerrigan,  Killinger, 
Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Mallory.  Hay,  ilenzies,  Mori  is,  Noble. 
Norton.  Nugen,  Pendleton,  Perry.  Price,  Kohinson,  James 
S  Rollins,  SIdel,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Stiles,  Vallandigham,  Voorhees,  Wadswor.k,  Ward,  Webster, 
Whajey,  aulton  A.  WhiU,  Wickliffe,  Wood,  Woodruff, 
Wright,  Yeainan — 55. 

THE  S300  COMMUTATION  CLAUSE.* 

Mr.  HoLMAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  thir- 
teenth section,  which  provides  for  a  commuta- 
tion, not.exceeding  §300,  where  parties  are 
drafted ;  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  67, 
nays  87,  as  follows: 

Ye.\s — Messrs.  William  AlUn,  William  J.  Allen,  Alley,  An- 
cona,  Beaman,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Clements,  Colfax, 
Roscoe  Conkling,  Conway,  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens,  Davis, 
Dawes,  Delaplaine,  Diven,  Eliot,  FouJce,  Franchot,  Granger, 
Hall,  Holman,  Hutchins,  Johnson,  .Tulian,  Francis  W.  Kel- 
logg,'William  Kellogg,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  McPherson, 


*  Pending  the  engineer  bill  in  Senate, 

March  2 — Mr.  Trumbull  offered  a  section  repealing  the 
commutation  clause;  which  was  rejected — ^j'eaa  10,  nays 
25,  as  follows : 

Ye-\s — Messrs.  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Powell,  Scmlshury,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  yVilson 
of  Mi.'sonri — 10. 

N.\YS — Messrs.  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark, Collamer,  Cowan, 
Davis.  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  Hender- 
son, Hicks,  Howard,  KfnneAy,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 
rill, Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Turpie,  Willey, 
^\UB0n  of  Alassarhusett.'i — 2.1. 


May,  Morris,  Noble,  Norton,  Nugen,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Por- 
ter, Price,  Riddle,  Robinson,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  James  S. 
Rollins,  Shanks,  Sherman,  Shiel,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Stiles,  Vallandigham,  Yan  Wj'ck,  Voorhej's,  Wads- 
worth,  AVall,  Ward,  Washburne,  Albert  S.  White,  Cliilton 
A.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood,  Worcester, 
Tetjman — 67. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baily, 
Baker,  Baxter,  BiddU,  Bingham,  Jacob  B'  Blair,  William  G. 
Brown,  Euffinton,  Calvert,  Campbell,  Casey,  Chamberlain, 
Clark,  Frederick  A.  Conkling.  Crisfidd,  Cutler,  Delano.  Dunn, 
Edgerton,  Edwards,  Ely,  English,  Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fessen- 
den, Thomas  A.  D.  Fessenden,  Fisher,  Flanders,  Frank, 
Gooch,  Goodwin,  Gurley,  Hahn,  Harrison,  Hickman, 
Hooper,  Horton,  Kelley,  Killinger,  Lansing,  Lazear,  Leary, 
Lehman,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low,  Mclndoe,  McKean,  Mc- 
Knight,  Marston,  Maynard,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill, 
Nixon,  Clin,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Segar, 
Sheffield,  Shellabarger,  Sloan,  Smit/t,  Spaulding,  Stratton, 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Trimble, 
Trowbridge.  Yan  Horn,  Verree,  Walker,  Wallace,  Walton, 
Webster,  Wheeler,  Woodruff,  Wright— S~. 

Mr.  HoLM.iN  moved  a  substitute,  the  leading 
features  of  which  are  embodied  ia  these  sec- 
tions: 

That  such  militia  of  the  several  States  shall  be  enrolled 
under  the  authority  of  the  respective  States,  and  when  any 
number  thereof  shall  be  called  out  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  authorized  by  law,  the  same  shall  be  or- 
ganized into  companies  and  regiments  by  the  Governor  of 
such  State,  subject  to  the  reg-ulations  established  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  pursuance  with  existing 
law,  and  the  company,  field,  and  staff  officers  of  the  forces 
so  organized  shall  be  commissioned  by  such  Governor  as 
now  provided  by  law  for  commissioning  officers  for  the  vol- 
unteer forces:  Prcvvlfd,  That  such  militia  shall  not  be 
called  out  for  a  period  of  more  than  one  year :  And  pro- 
vided further.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
calling  out  the  mililia  shall  apportion  the  number  from 
each  State  according  to  population,  having  regard  to  the 
number  of  volunteers  or  miUtia  already  furnished  by  the 
States  respectively. 

That  the  pay  of  the  privates  in  the  regular  army  and  volun- 
teers and  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
S15  per  mouth,  from  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  March,  1863, 
until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Which  was  negatived — yeas  44,  nays  108. 
The  YEAS    were: 

Yeas — Messrs.  William  Allen,  Ancona,  Biddle,  Conway, 
Corning,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crittenden,  Delaplaine,  English, 
Fouke,  Granger,  Hall,  Harding.  Holman,  Johnson,  Kerrigan, 
Killinger,  Knapp,  Law,  Mallory,  May,  Menriefi,  Morris, 
Noble,  Norton,  Nugen,  Pendleton,  Price,  James  S.  Rollins, 
Shiel,  Smith,  John  B.  Sf.eele,  William  G.  Steele.  Stiles,  Voor- 
hees, Wadsioorth,  Ward,  Whaley,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  Wright,  i'eaman — 44. 

The  bill  then  passed — yeas  115,  nays  49,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baily,  Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Jacob  B.  Blair, 
Samuel  S  Blair,  Blake,  William  G.  Brown,  Buffinton, 
Calvert,  Campbell,  Casey.  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax, 
Frederick  A   Conklin;'    Koscoe  ConkJir      fns/ldd    f Sutler., 
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Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards, 
Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fessenden,  Thomas  A.  D. 
Fessendeu,  Fisher,  Flanders,  Franchot,  Frank,  Goocli, 
Goodwin,  Granger,  C4urley.  Ilahn,  Hai;iht,  Hale,  Harrison, 
Hickman,  Hooper,  Horton,  Hutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Fran- 
cis \f.  Kellogg,  ■\ViUiam  Kellogg,  Killinger,  Lansing,  Leary, 
Lehman,  Loomjs,  Lovejoy,  Low,  Mcliidoe.  McKeaff,  Mc- 
Knight,  Mcpherson,  Marston,  Maynard,  Mitchell,  Moor- 
head.  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Olin,  Pat- 
tou,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Alexander 
H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sar- 
gent, Sedgwick,  Sesar,  Shanks,  Shefield,  Shellabarger, 
Sherman,  Sloan,  SpaulUiug,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin 
F.  Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Trimble,  Trowbridge, 
Vandever,  Van  Horn,  Verree,  Walker,  Wall,  Wallace, 
Walton,  Washburnc,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White, 
Wilson,  Windom,  Worcester — 115. 

Nays— Messrs.  WilUani  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Jncnna, 
Biddle,  Cleuents.  Conway,  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens,  Critten- 
den. Di'liipliiinr,  DunUip,  English,  FouJce,  Grider,  Hall,  Har- 
diiir/,  tlolman,  Johnson,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Laxear, 
Miilori/,  Mui/,  Mrnzies,  Morrii,  JS'oble,  Norton,  Nugen,  Pen- 
dleton, Perru,  Price,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Shiel,  John 
B.  Steele,  Wilhmn.  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Vallandigham,  Voorhecs, 

Wadsworth,  Ward,  Whaley,  Chilton  A.  WIdte,   Wicklijje, 

Wood,  Woodruff,  Veaman—iO. 

IN  SENATE. 

February  28 — The  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  amendments  made  by  the 
House,  as  recommended  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, when,  after  debate, 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  inde- 
finitely, which  was  negatived — yeas  11,  nays 
35,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlilc,  Davis,  Kennedy,  Latham, 
Powell,  Rice,  Richardson,  Saulshury,  Wall,  Wilson  of  Mis- 
souri— 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
nier,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hicks,  How- 
ard, Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDou- 
gall,  Morrill,  Nesniith,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts — 35. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  were  then 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  declared  passed. 

THE     SUPPLEMENT      TO      THE      ENROLLMENT     ACT, 
FEBRUARY    24,   1864 p.    116. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
18G4,  January  18 — The  bill  passed  the  Sen- 
ate— yeas  30,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  I'esseuden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Hard- 
ing. Harlan,  Harris,  lloward,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morgan,  Morrill, -A'c^m?'//),  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sprague, Stun- 
ner, Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Willey,  Wilsou' — 30. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Grimes,  Hendricks, 
Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell,  Saulshury,  Wilkinson, 
Wright— \a. 

The  bill  contained  a  provision  that  colored 
troops  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  in  any  State  shall  not  be 
credited  upon  the  quota  of  any  other  State; 
which  was  adopted — yeas  27,  nays  11,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Buckalew,  Conness,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Doolittle,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding,  Harlan,  Henderson, 
Hendricks,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kan- 
b;xs,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Aesmitli,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sauls- 
bury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wright— 27. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foster, 
Harris,  Howard,  Sprague,  Smnuer,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 11. 

February  1 — The  Hou.se  considered,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  substitute  for  the 
Senate  bill  reported  by  the  House  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

February  12 — The  House  agreed  to  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  reserving  a  few  for  special  vote ;  among 


these  was  the  following  substitute  for  the  27th 
section,  as  reported  : 

ENROLLMENT   OF   COLOKED    PERSONS. 

Sec.  27.  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  prevent  or  prohibit  the  enlistment  of  men 
in  the  States  in  rebellion  under  the  orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  insert: 

All  able-bodied  male  persons  of  African  descent,  between 
the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-five  years  of  age,  whether 
citizens  or  not,  resident  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  en- 
rolled according  to  the  jjrovisions  of  the  act  to  which  this 
is  a  supplement,  and  form  jjart  of  the  national  forces;  and 
when  a  slave  of  a  loyal  citizen  shall  be  drafted  and  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  his  master  shall  have  a 
certificate  thereof.  The  bounty  of  $100,  now  payable  by 
law  for  each  drafted  man,  shall  be  paid  to  the  person  to 
whom  such  drafted  person  owes  service  or  labor  at  the  time 
of  his  muster  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  free- 
ing the  person.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mission in  each  of  the  slave  States  represented  in  Congress 
charged  to  award  a  just  compensation,  not  exceeding  .S300, 
to  each  loyal  person  to  whom  the  colored  volunteer  may 
owe  service,  who  may  volunteer  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  payable  out  of  the  commutation  money  upon 
the  master  freeing  the  slave. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  84,  nays  71,  aa 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold.  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  .Tacob  B.  Blair,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Eroomali,  William  G.  Brown.  Cobb. 
Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes, 
Demiug,  Dixon,  Di'iggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Gooch,Grinnell,  Ilale,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hub- 
bard, John  H.  Hubbard,  Hnlburd,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyeiir, 
Mai-vin,  McBride,  "McClnrg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  DanielMorris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Tliayei-  Thomas.  Tracy,  . 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elihu  B.  ^\'a^ftburne,  William 
B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windom,  Woodbridge — 84. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Baily,  Augudus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
Chanter,  Coffroth,  Cole,  Cox,  Cravens,  Daiuson,  Denisnn, 
Eden,  jilgerUyn,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold, 
Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick, 
Iligby,  Holman,  Hutchins,  Willinin  Johnson,  Kalbfleisch, 
Kernan,  King,  Knaiip,Law,Lazear,  LeBUnid,  Long,  Mallory, 
Marcy,  MclJinvell,  AlcKinncy,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Nelsem,  Noble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Paidleton,  Radford, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  II.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
Ja)nes  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.Steele,  Wm.  G.  Steele, 
Stiles,  Streuse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Wheeler, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winjield,  Femmulo 
Wood— 11. 
The  bill  passed — yeas  94,  nays  65,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ash- 
ley, Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Bcaman,  Jacob  B. 
Blair,  Boulwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  William  G. 
Brown,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Doming,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Farnsworth,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  GrinneU,  Griswold, 
Hale,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W,.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kel- 
ley, Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loaa,  Longyear, 
Marvin,  McAllister,  McBiide,  McCIurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel F. 
MiHer,  Moorhead,  Morriil,  Daniel  Morns,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  OcM/,  Charles  O'Ned,  Orth,  Pat- 
terson, Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  William  H.  Randall,  Alex- 
ander H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Kollins,  Schenck, 
Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr, 
Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas, Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh, 
EUihu  B.  Washburnc,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webstar, 
Whaley,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Wmdom, 
Woodbridge— 94. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  AUe^i,  An- 
cona, Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
Chanler,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson, Deni'ion,Eihn,  Ed- 
gerton,  Eldridge.  Fiyick,  Ganson,  Grider,  HaU,  Harding, 
Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, Herrick,  Holman,  Hutchr 
ins,  William  Johnson,  Kalbfleisch,  Kernan,  King.  Knapp, 
Law,  Lazear,  Le  B'ond,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowell, 
McKinney,  Wm.  H.  Miller,  Jas.  R.  Morris,  Mm-rison,  Nelson, 
Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendeton.  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Robinsoji,  Rogers,  J.  S.  Rollins,  lioss,  Scott,  John  B.  SleeU, 
W.  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Sirause,  Siiuirt,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  Wads- 
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worth,  C.  A,  White,  Joseph  W.  White,   Winjield,  Fernando 
Wood—&5. 

February  15 — The  Senate  non-concurred  in 
the  amendments  of  the  House. 

Februai-y  16 — The  House  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  and  asked  a  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence. 

February  19 — The  Senate  concurred  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference — being 
the  law  as  it  now  is — yeas  26,  nays  16,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — MQSsrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fosson- 
den,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding,  Harris,  Hendor- 
Bon,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  M<irgau,  Morrill,  iVesrart/t, 
Ramsey,  Sherman,  Spraguo,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Win- 
kle, Wado,  Wiiley.  Wilson— -26. 

Nays — Messrs.  JBuckalew,  Carlile,  Chandler,  Conness, 
Davis,  Harlan,  Hendricks,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  In'liana, 
Paioell,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wright, 
—16. 

February  19 — The  House  concurred  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference — yeas  71, 
nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaniau,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell, 
Brandcgee,  Broomall.Ambruso  AV.  Clark, Cobb,  Cole,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Dawos,  Deming,  Dixon,  Dumout,  Eckley, 
Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Gooch,  Grinuell,  Hale, 
Higby,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Jcnckes,  Julian,  Kas- 
son,  Kel.oy,  Orlaudo  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin, 
McBrido,  MoClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Odell,  Charles  O'Nei.l,  Orth,  Patter- 
eon,  Pcrham,  Pike,  I'omeruy,  Price,  William  H.  Kandall, 
Alexander  H.  Rico,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Roliins, 
Schenck,  Scoflold  Shannon,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Sttib- 
bins,  U|)son,  Van  Vulkenburgh,  EUihu  B.  Washburne,  Wil- 
liams, Wilder,  Wilson,  Wiudom — 71. 

Nay-S — Messrs.  Awjustus  C.  Baldvnn,  Brooks,  Chanter, 
Cox,  Pawson,  Edperton,  JEldridge,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
Le  Blond,  Long,  McDowell,  McKinney,  James  R.  Morris, 
Morrison,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall. James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Ward,  ChiUon  A.  While,  Jo- 
ieph  W.  While— 22. 

SUPPLEMENT  OF  JULY  4,  1864* — p  117. 

IN  SENATE. 

1864,  June  8 — The  Senate  took  up  this  bill 
reported  from  the  Military  Committee  : 

That  so  much  of  tho  actentitlei^  "An  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,"  np- 


*  Additional  legislation  is  asked  by  the  President,  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  Piovost  Marshid  General,  whose  communi- 
cations are  appended : 
To  Oie  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  tho  honor  to  submit  for  tho  consideration  of  Con- 
gress a  letter  and  inclosure  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
my  concurrence  in  the  recommendation  therein  made. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Wabhingion,  D.  C,  June  8, 1864. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  June  7, 1864. 

Sni:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  a  report  made  to  me 

"jy  the  Provost  3Iarshal  General,  showing  the  result  of  the 

jaft  now  going  on  to  1511  the  defleiency  in  the  quotas  of 

ertain  States,  and  rocommending  a  repeal  of  the  clause  in 

le  enrollment  act  commonly  known  as  the  S^jOO  clause. 

le  recommendation  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General  is 
approved  by  this  Iiepartment,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be 
recommended  by  you  to  Congress. 

The  recent  successes  that  have  attended  onr  arms  lead  to 
the  hope  that  >>y  maintaining  our  militarj'  strength  and 
giving  it  such  an  inci-ease  as  the  extended  field  of  opera- 
tions may  require,  an  early  termination  of  the  war  may  be 
attained.  But  to  accomplish  this  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  efScient  moans  be  taken,  with  vigor  and  promptness, 
to  keep  the  Army  up  to  its  strength  and  supply  deficiencies 
occasioned  by  the'  losses  sustained  by  casualties  in  the  field. 
To  that  end  resort  must  I>e  had  to  a  draft,  but  ample  expe- 
rience has  now  shown  that  tlie  pecuniary  exemption  from 
Bervice  frustrates  the  object  of  the  em'ollmeut  law  by  fur- 
nishing money  instead  of  men. 

An  additional  reason  for  repealing  the  $300  clause  is  that 


proved  March  3,  1863,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  as 
authorizes  the  discharge  of  any  drafted  person  from  liability 
to  military  service  by  reason  of  the  payment  of  .S300  for  the 
procuration  of  a  substitute,  or  otherwise,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in 
this  act  shall  be  construed  to  alter  tho  provisions  of  exis1> 
ing  laws  relative  to  persons  actually  furnishing  substitutes. 

Sec.  2.  That  nothing  in  the 'act  approved  February  24, 
1864,  amending  the  act  approved  March  3, 1863,  for  enroll- 
ing and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  shall  be  construed 
to  repeal  that  part  of  tho  said  act  approved  March  3, 18(30, 
which  requires  that  the  board  of  enrollment,  in  making 
drafts,  shall  "  make  a  draft  of  the  required  number  and  fifty 
per  centum  in  addition." 

Sec.  3.  That  section  twelve  of  tho  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  oxit  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  ap- 
proved March  3, 1863,  be,  and  is  hereby,  so  amended  tliat 
the  notice  to  bo  served  on  drafted  men  may  be  served  within 
ten  days  after  such  di'uft  or  at  any  time  within  six  mouths 
therefrom. 

June  9 — Mr.  Collamer  moved  the  following 
additional  sections  : 

That  all  calls  for  drafts  hereafter  made  under  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3, 1863,  and 
of  any  act  in  addition  to  or  amendment  thereof,  shall  be 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year. 

That  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  or  include  drafts  to  be 
made  in  any  cUstrict  or  subdivision  thereof,  to  fill  its  quota 
on  calls  already  made,  but  the  same  shall  be  completed  un- 
der the  laws  in  force  before  the  passage  hereof. 

That  no  person  drafted  on  future  calls  shall  be  liable  to 
be  again  drafted  until  the  present  enrollment  shall  be  ex- 
hausted. 

That  the  number  of  men  furnished  from  any  district  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States  beyond  and  above  its  quota 
on  calls  heretobefore  made,  and  the  term  of  service  of  such 
men,  shall  be  considered  and  allowed  to  said  district  in  calls 
hereafter  made. 

The   first  section   of   the   amendments   was 
agreed  to — yeas  22,  nays  17,  as  follows  : 
Yeas  —  Messrs.    Anthony,    BuckaUw,  Clark,  Collamer, 


it  is  contemplated  to  make  the  draft  for  a  comparatively 
short  term.    The  burden  of  military  service  will  therefore 
be  lightened,  but  its  certainty  of  fm-nishiug  troops  is  an 
absolute  essential  to  success. 
I  have  the  hondr  to  be,  yotir  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
To  the  President. 

War  Department, 
Provost  Marshal  General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  6, 1664. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  amended  enrollment  act  ap- 
proved February  24,  1864,  and  your  orders  on  the  subject,  I 
am  now  conducting  a  draft  in  various  sub-districts  for  their 
respective  deficiencies  on  quotas  of  troops  heretofore  as- 
signed.   The  results  of  this  draft,  so  far  as  shown  by  reports 
of  this  date,  are  worthy  of  attention.    They  are,  brielly,  as 
follows : 

Number  of  drafted  men  examined 14,741 

Number  exempted  for  physical  disability 4,374 

Number  exempted  lor  all  other  causes 2,632 


',oie 


Total  exempted 

Number  paid  commutation  money 5,0.50 

Number  who  have  furnished  substitutes 1,416 

Number  held  for  personal  service 1,259 

(This  last  includes  some  who  may  yet  pay 
commutation  money.) 

Total  not  exempted 7,725 

These  reports  come  from  sub-districts  in  eight  different 
Stiites.  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  small  proportion  of 
soldiers  being  obta  ned  under  the  existing  law.  I  see  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  army  can  be  materially  strength- 
ened by  draft  so  long  as  the  S300  clause  is  in  force,  nor  do  I 
think  it  safe  to  assume  that  the  commutation  paid  by  a 
drafted  man  i\'i!l  enable  tho  Government  to  procure  a  vol- 
unteer or  substitute  in  his  place.  I  do  not  think  that  large 
bounties  by  the  United  States  should  be  again  resorted  to 
for  raising  troops.  I  recommend  that  the  $300  clause,  as  it 
is  known,  be  repealed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  B.  FRY, 
ProDost  Marshal  General. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
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Davis,  Doolittlc,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  Howard, 
Uowe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  PoivM,  Richardson,  Sum- 
ner, Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  AVilley,  Wilson— 22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Carlile,  Chandler,  Conness,  Gi'imes, 
Harlan,  Henderson,  Johnson,  McDougall,  Morgan,  JVesmith, 
Pomeroy,  llamsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull—17. 

The  remaining  sections  were  agi-eed  to. 

ENLISTMENT  OF  INDIANS. 

June  20 — Mr.  Beown  moved  this  new  section  : 
That  in  any  draft  which  may  hereafter  take  place,  all  In- 
dian tribes  with  whom  treaties  have  been  made  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  who  are  receiving  annuities  from  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  be  required  to  furnish  their  respective  quota  cf 
men;  and  that  the  duties  of  en'-ollment,  or  ascertaining  the 
appro-umate  numbers  of  said  tribes,  shall,  whenever  the 
same  is  necessary,  be  performed  by  the  Indian  agents  as 
part  of  their  appropriate  duty,  without  further  compensa- 
tion, under  instructions  from  the  Provost  Marshal  General. 
And  in  the  event  that  any  tribe  recei\ing  annuities  as  afore- 
said shall  refuse  or  fail  to  furnish  its  required  quota,  then 
and  in  that  event  the  wh'^le  or  such  part  of  their  said  an- 
nuities as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  deem  adequate 
to  provide  substitutes  shall  be  withheld  from  the  annual 
payment,  and  shall  be  placed  in  the  Treasury  along  with 
the  commutation  fund  heretofore  paid  for  a  like  purpose : 
And  provided  further.  That  the  force  thus  raised  may  be 
employed  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  maintain- 
ing peace  and  protecting  from  hostile  incursion  the  Indian 
and  other  Territories,  and  of  relieving  such  troops  as  are 
now  engaged  in  that  duty. 

Mr.  DooLiTTLE  moved  this  substitute  for  the 
above : 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  authorized  to  receive  into 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  Indians  of  tribes 
in  treaty  wilh  the  United  States,  to  be  employed  as  a  part 
of  the  military  force  of  the  United  Stites  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  peace  and  protecting  from  hostile  incursion  the 
Indian  TeiTitory  and  other  Territories  where  the  hostile 
or  invading  force  is  in  whole  or  in  part  composed  of  hostile 
Indians. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  24,  naj-s  12,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark ,  Collamer,  Conness,  Dixon. 
Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Pomeroy, 
Mierman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wade, 
Willey,  Wilson— 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Davis.  Grimes, 
Hendricks,  Johnson,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Richardson,  Satds- 
hury,  Wilkinson — 12. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then  reject- 
ed— yeas  10,  nays  29,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Doolittle,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey, 
Sprague — "lO. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Buchalew,  Carlile,  Chandler, 
Clark.  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Foot, Foster,  Harris, 
Hendricks,  Howard,  Joiinson,  Morgan,  Powell,  Richardson, 
Riddle,  &iulsbury,  Sherman,  Sumner.  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson— 29. 

NO    SUBSTITUTION. 

Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  insert  this  provi- 
sion : 

And  from  and  after  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  act 
substitutes  shall  not  be  allowed  in  place  of  persons  subject 
to  draft  and  regularly  drafted  into  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  6,  nays  35,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Doolittle,  Grimes,  McDougall, 
Ramsey,  AVilkinson — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Buckalew,  Cyrlile,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Conness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan.  Harris, 
Hendricks,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Blorgan,  Morrill,  JVesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell, 
Ricliardsrm,  Riddle,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Stunner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  A\  illey,  Wilson — 35. 

INIr.  Hbjjdricks  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  ;  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  21,  nays 
18,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cow- 


an, Davis,  Dixon,  Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  Hendricks,  Johnson, 
McDougall,  Mon-ill,  Powell,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Saulshury, 
Van  Winkle,  AVilley,  Wilson— 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Conness,  Fe»- 
senden,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  JVesmith,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumuer,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull — 18. 

Pending  other  propositions,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  all  the  amendments  fell  by  the  recommit- 
ment. 

June  23 — The  Senate  considered  the  bill, 
which  was  reported  back  in  the  shape  in  which 
it  was  originally  reported. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  amend  by  adding  thii 
section: 

That  in  the  calls  for  drafts  hereafter  made  under  the  act 
"  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,"  and  th« 
acts  in  addition  to  or  amendatory  thereof,  the  same  may  b« 
made  for  such  term  of  time  aa  the  President  shall  direct, 
not  exceeding  one  year. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  making  it  read  "  shall  be  made  for  one 
year  ;"  which  was  rejected — yeas  12,  nays  18, 

as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clark,  Collamer,  Davis,  Dixon,  Foot,  Hai^ 
ris,  Hendricks,  Howe,  Johnson,  Sumner,  Willey,  Wilson — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan, 
Howard,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Ram- 
sey, Riddle,  Saulshury,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Wade— 18. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  "not  exceeding  one  year," 
and  inserting  "not  less  than  one  nor  more  than 
three  years;"  which  was  rejected — yeas  16, 
nays  23,  as  follows  : 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Connesa, 
Grimes,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Ten  Eyck,  Triuubull,  Wilkin- 
son— 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamer,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Harris,  Hendricks, 
Johnson,  Mrirgan,  Morrill,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saulshury,  Sum- 
ner, Van  \\'inkle,  Wade,  ^Villey,  Wilson— 23. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Morgan  waa 
then  agreed  to — yeas  25,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davii, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Halo,  Harris,  Hendricks,  Howe, 
Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomei'oy,  Poio- 
ell,  RichardMn,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wade, 
Willey,  Wilson — 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Carlile,  Chandler,  Conness,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Howard,  M/Pniiall,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Sherman, 
Sprague,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson — 14. 

Mr.  Collamer  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  and  insert  this  : 

Tliat  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
for  em-olling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for 
other  pmposes,"  approved  March  3,  1S63,  is  hereby  so 
amended  that  the  sum  to  be  p.iid  by  a  dr:ifted  man  to  tho 
Government  for  tho  procuration  of  a  substitute  shall  not 
exceed  S500,  instead  of  S300. 

Which  was  rejected  without  a  division. 
Mr  Grimes  moved  a  new  section,  which  was 
agreed  to : 

That  the  number  of  men  furnished  from  any  district  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States  beyond  and  above  its  quota 
on  calls  heretofure  ninde,  and  tlie  term  of  service  of  such 
men,  shall  be  considered  and  allowed  to  said  district  in  calls 
hereafter  made. 

Mr.  Wilson  offered  this  new  section,  which 
he  afterwards  withdrew,  decided  opposition  to 
it  being  manifested : 

That  any  persons  resident  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia.  Florida,  Alabama,  Jlis- 
sissippi,  Louisitma,  Texas,  or  Arkansas,  who  may  voluntarily 
enlist  in  the  military  serrice  of  the  United  States  for  the 
term  of  tliree  years  or  during  the  war,  shall  bo  entitled  to 
the  benefits  and  privileges  of  existing  laws,  and  such  per- 
sons shall  be  mustered  into  the  I'egimuuts  or  other  org-ani- 
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eations  of  whatsoever  State  they  may  elect,  or,  in  the  case 
ot  colured  troops,  sliall  be  assigned  as  now  proviiled  bylaw. 
And  the  States  or  subdivisions  of  States  procuring  such  en- 
listments slinll  receive  credit  for  such  persons,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  in  other  cases ;  but  such  enlistments  as  are 
authorized  in  any  State,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  only  continue  until  such  State  shall  have  been  made 
subject  to  a  call  for  troops. 

Mr  Grimes  offered  the  following  new  section, 
which  was  ngreed  to  : 

That  no  person  drafted  on  future  calls  or  who  shall  vol" 
unteer  to  fill  the  same  shall  be  liable  to  be  again  drafted, 
until  the  existing  enrollment  shall  be  exhausted. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  passed — yeas  24,  nays 
7,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Doolittle, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Ilarlan,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Shernjan,  Sprafrue, 
Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Tan  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wil- 
ley,  Wilson — 24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckakw,  Carlile,  McDougall,  Powell, 
Richardsim,  Riddle,  SuuUhury — 7. 

June  29 — The  House  having  returned  a  new 
bill,  it  was  considered  in  the  Senate  and  amend- 
ed by  substituting  the  former  Senate  bill,  with 
an  additional  section  or  two. 

Mr.  Sherman  offered  this  new  section  : 

That  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bounties  and  of  en- 
forcing the  draft  provided  for  in  this  act,  there  be  levied  and 
collected  in  addition  to  the  duties  imposed  by  law, aspecial 
duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  incomes  exceeding  S60C,  accru- 
ing during  the  year  18&4,  which  duty  shall  be  assessed  and 
collected  in  the  mode  and  according  to  the  provisions,  penal- 
ties, and  restrictions  provided  in  the  act  approved ,  rh- 

titled  "An  act  to  provide  internal  revenue  to  suppoitthe 
Government,  to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for 
other  purposes."  And  this  duty  shall  be  payable  on  the  1st 
day  of  October  next,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ia 
authorized  to  prescribe  such  rules  and  regulations  as  to  th? 
time  and  mode  of  assessment  as  will  secure  the  collectiot 
of  this  special  tax. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  25,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Srown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Ilarlan,  Ilowe, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Pomeroy,  Kam- 
eey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilkin- 
son, Willey,  Wilson — 25. 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Davis,  Harris,  Seiulricks,  Mc- 
Dougall, Powell,  Riddle — 7. 

Mr.  Powell  offered  this,  which  was  agreed  to : 

That  no  officers  or  persons  engaged  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States  shall  enlist,  recruit,  or  muster  into  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  any  person  in  any  State 
of  the  United  States  to  fill  the  quota  of  any  State  in  which 
the  person  so  enlisted,  recruited,  or  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  does  not  reside.  Any  recruiting 
or  military  officer  who  shall  violate  tjiis  section  shall  be 
dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States  with  forfeiture  of 
all  pay  and  allowances,  and  shall  be  subject  to  such  further 
punishment  as  a  court-martial  may  direct. 

The  bill  then  passed  the  Senate. 

June  30  —  The  Senate,  after  receiving  the 
message  from  the  House  stated  iu  House  pro- 
ceedings of  this  date,  reconsidered  their  action, 
and  struck  out  the  tax  section. 

The  bill  went  to  a  Committee  of  Conference, 
whose  report  beingthe  law  as  passed  (page  116) 
the  Senate,  June  2,  first  rejected  — yeas  16, 
nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  John- 
eon,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Kamsey,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 16. 

Nays— Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Conness,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Henderson,  Hendricks,  Hicks,  McDougall,  Pmvell,  Riddle, 
Saidslmry,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Willey— 18. 

Afterward  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  and 
the  report  adopted — yeas  18,  nays  17,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yiis — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Fes- 


senden.  Foot,  Foster.  Hale,  Lane  of  Kansas.  iMorgan,  Morrill, 
Pomerov,  Ramsey,  Sumner,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
Wilson— 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckaleiv,  Carlile,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Mc- 
Dougall, Powell,  Riddle,  Saulshury,  Sherman,  Trumbull, 
AViliey— 17. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1864,  June  13 — Mr.  Schesck  introduced  this 
bill  amendatory  of  the  conscription  act: 

Sec.  1.  That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "'An  act  for  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  approved  March  three,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  and  of  the  several  acts  amendatory  thereof,  as 
provides  for  a  commutation  in  money,  to  be  paidby  persons 
enrolled  or  drafted  for  military  service,  in  lieu  of  actually 
rendering  such  military  service,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed ;  and  hereafter  uo  payment  of  money  shall  be  ac- 
cepted or  received  by  the  Government  to  release  any  en- 
rolled or  drafted  man  from  obligation  to  perform  military 
duty. 

Sec.  2.  That  hereafter  no  person  shall  be  received  or  ac- 
cepted to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  as  a  sut>- 
stitute  for  any  other  person  liable  to  military  duty  and  who 
may  have  been  enrolled  or  drafted  for  that  purpose,  unless 
such  substitute  be  the  father,  brother,  or  sou  of  the  person 
so  enrolled  or  drafted,  and  for  whom  he  proposes  to  become 
such  substitute. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  at 
his  discretion,  at  any  time  hereafter,  order  a  draft  luider  the 
provisions  of  the  "Act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  na- 
tional forces,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March 
third,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  of  the  several 
acts  amendatory  thereto,  for  soldiers  to  serve  for  a  less  pe- 
riod than  three  years:  Provided,  hovjever.  That  no  such 
draft  shall  be  for  a  less  term  of  service  than  one  year. 

Sec.  ■!.  That  the  President  shall  accompany  any  order  for 
a  draft  of  men  for  military  service  with  a  notice  that  he  will 
accept  volunteers  in  lieu  of  such  drafted  men  prior  to  the 
day  appointed  for  the  draft,  to  till  the  quota  or  any  part 
thereof  of  any  town,  township,  precinct,  or  election  district; 
.•ind  every  person  so  volunteering,  in  lieu  of  a  man  to  be 
drafted,  shall  be  credited  to  such  town,  township,  precinct, 
or  election  district ;  and  if  he  volunteers  and  is  accepted  and 
mustered  into  the  service  for  a  term  of  one  year,  unless 
sooner  discharged,  shall  receive  and  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  if  for  a  term  of 
two  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  if  for  a  terra  of  three  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged,  a  bounty  of  three  hunilred  dollars,  one  half  of 
which  said  bounty  shall  be  paid  to  the  soldier  at  the  time 
of  his  being  mustered  into  the  service,  one  fourth  at  the 
expiration  of  one  half  his  term  of  service,  and  one  fourth  at 
the  end  of  his  term  of  service;  and  the  President  in  any  call 
or  order  for  a  draft  shall  specify  the  exact  time  of  service 
for  which  such  draft  is  to  be  made,  and  the  volunteers  ac- 
cepted in  lieu  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  Ciuotas  to  be 
provided  under  that  draft  shall  be  for  not  less  than  the 
term  of  service  for  which  that  draft  is  ordered. 

Sec.  5.  That  section  three  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forcee,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  Feb- 
ruary 24th,  1S64,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended'so  as 
to  authorize  and  ilirect  district  provost  marshals,  under  the 
d  reetion  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General,  to  make  a  draft 
for  fifty  per  centum  in  addition  to  the  number  required  to 
fill  the  quota  of  any  district,  as  provided  by  said  section. 

Sec  6.  That,  instead  of  travelling  pay,  all  drafted  persona 
reporting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  shall  be  allowed  trans- 
portation from  their  places  of  residence  ;  and  persons  dis- 
charged at  the  place  of  rendezvous  shall  be  allowed  trans- 
portation to  their  places  of  residence. 

Mr.  ScHENCK  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  House  refused  to  second  it — yeas 
45,  nays  60.     The  bill  was  laid  over. 

June  21 — The  subject  was  resumed.  On  a 
motion  to  reject  the  bill,  the  yeas  were  75,  nays 
75 — the  Speaker  voting  nay. 

VOTE    ON    SECTION    REPEALING    THE    §300    COM- 
MUTATION   CLAUSE. 

The  first  section  was  then  stricken  out — yeas 
100,  nays  50,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Jamei  C.  Alien,  William,  J.  Alien,  Alley, 
Ames,  Ancona,  Baily,  Augristus  O.  Baldivin,  John  D.  Bald- 
win, Blaine,  Bliss,  Boutwell,  Brooks,  Broomall,  James  S. 
TJrown,  William  G.  Brown,  C/iarakr,  Freeman  Clarke,  Co/- 
froth,  Cravens,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dawion,  Deining, 
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Dtnison,  Ehn,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  English,  Fenton, 
F;/ic/.-. Frank.  Gansim.Gooch,  Grider,  Gristiold,  Hale,  Hard- 
ing, tlarrivgton.  B''njamin  G.  Harris.  Hcri-icl-,  Hnl.man, 
Hooper,  Hotel  ikiesf  liutchins,  Philip  Johnson.  Win.  Johnson, 
KalhflKiscIi,  Knapp,  Law. Lazear,  Le.Bhnd,  Mallory,  Marcy, 
JUcDuwell.  McKinney, Middleton,  Samuel  F.  MiUiT,  Urn.  H. 
Miller,  Daniel  Morris,  James  R.  Murris.  Mori  ison.  Aiiios 
Myers,  Leor.ard  Jlyers,  Kelson,  NubU.  Oddl,  John  O' Neill, 
Patterson,  Pendluon,  Perham,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford, 
Samuil  J.  Randall,  Alexander  H  Rice,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
EilwarU  H.  Rollins,  Scoiie]a,  Scott,  John  R.  Utede,  Wm.  G. 
l^tetle,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Tjjoinas, 
Up-on,  Wadsworlh,  Ward,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster, 
W  haley,  Wheeler.  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  Wliite,  W  il- 
lianip,  Winfii'ld— WO. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnold,  Asbley.  Baxter.  Beaman,  Blair, 
Blow,  Boyd,  Ambrcso  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Dixon,  Donnel- 
ly, Driggs,  Eckley,  Farneworth,  Garfield,  Higby,  Asahel  W. 
Hubba-rd,  John  II.  Uiibbard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Julian, 
Eelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Knox,  Loan,  Longyear,  Mar- 
vin, licClurg,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill, 
Orth,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  John  H.  Rice,  .Rom,  Schenck, 
Shannon,  Sloan,  Sinithers,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  EUihu  B.  Washburue,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Wiudom— 50. 

The  second  section  was  stricken  out  without 
a  division. 

Several  substitutes  were  oflfered,  but  no  votes 
were  taken  on  them. 

June  25 — Mr.  Schenck  offered  a  substitute 
for  the  bill,  the  first  seotions  of  which  were  : 

That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  piu-poses," 
approved  March  3,  IStiS,  and  of  the  several  acts  amendatory 
thereof,  as  provides  for  a  commutation  in  money,  to  be  paid 
by  persons  enrolled  or  drafted  for  military  service,  in  lieu 
of  actually  rendering  such  military  service,  be,  and  tho 
eame  is  hereby,  repealed;  and  hereafter  no  payment  of 
money  shall  be  accepted  or  received  by  the  Government  to 
release  any  enrolled  or  drafted  man  from  obligation  to  per- 
form milit.iry  duty. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may,  at  his  discretion,  at  any  time  here- 
after, order  a  draft  for  soldiers'  to  serve  for  a  less  period 
than  three  years:  Prodded,  hmvever.  That  no  such  draft 
shall  be  for  a  less  teem  of  service  than  one  year. 

The  third  section  provided  for  the  acceptance 
of  volunteers  before  the  draft,  with  §100  bounty 
for  a  one  year  volunteer,  $200  for  a  two  year, 
and  §300  for  a  three  year.  Drafted  men,  sub- 
stitutes, and  volunteers  to  be  organized  to- 
gether according  to  States,  and,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  select  their  own  regimcntc.  R,ecruit- 
ing  of  persons  under  sixteen  prohibited,  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  to  discharge 
persons  under  eighteen. 

After  debate, 

Mr.  Cox  moved  that  the  bill  be  tabled,  which 
was  rejected — yeas  57,  nays  V8,  as  follows: 

YE.A.S — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C- 
Baldwin,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanter,  CoJI'roth,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Dawson,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  English,  Fine):,  Grider, 
Hording,  Harringlon,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  C'harlcs  M. 
Harris,  HcrHck,  Holman,  Hutchins,  Philip  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam, Johnson,  Kerrian,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  3Iallr,ry, 
ilarcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R. 
Morriis,  Moi-rison,  Ktlsem,  Noble.,  John  O'Kcill,  Pendleton, 
Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W. 
W/tite,  Winficld,  Benjamin  iVood,  Fernando  Wood — 57. 

N.\TS— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ander.son,  Arnold, 
Ashley.  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blair, 
Blow,  Boutwcll,  Boyd,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes, 
Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eliot,  Farnsworth.  Fen- 
ton, Garfield,  Gooch,  Griswold,  Hale,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Asahel 
W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox,  Llttle- 
john,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Moorhead,  Mor- 
rill, Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton, 
Oddl,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  John  H.  Bice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck, 
Sloan,  Smithers,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  EUihu  B.  Washbur'ne,  Willi;un  B.  Washbui-n, 
Webster,  Whaley,  Wilson,  Windom — 78. 


June  27 — The  substitute  of  Mr.  Schenck,  as 
above,  with  the  addition  of  a  section  authoriz- 
ing persons  resident  in  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  Texas,  and  Arkansas,  enlisting 
for  the  war,  or  not  less  than  one  year,  to  have 
the  benefit  of  existing  laws,  credit  for  them  to 
go  to  the  States  procuring  the  evilistmeuts ; 
provided,  that  such  enlistments  as  are  author- 
ized in  any  State,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  only  continue  until  such  State  shall 
have  been  made  subject  to  a  call  for  troops; 
and  provided  further,  that  no  enlistments  shall 
be  made  of  any  soldiers,  either  in  or  out  of  any 
State,  except  those  enumerated  herein,  unless 
full  credit  is  given  to  the  State  to  which  the 
enlisted  soldier  belongs,  was  rejected — yeas 
62,  nays  92,  as  follows  : 

Ye-\s — Messrs.  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Bas-. 
ter,  Beaman,  BUiir,  Blow,  Boyd,  William  G.  Brown,  Am- 
brose W.  Clark,  ColJb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Garfield,  Higby,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel 
W.  Hubbard,  Jno.  H.Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Knox,  Littlcjohn,  Loan,  Marvin,  McBride, 
McClurg,  Melndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,,Morrill, 
Daniel  Jltorris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Orth,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  William  H.  Randall,  John  H. 
Rice,  Schenck,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding, 
Tliayer,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  A'alkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
burne.  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom — 62. 

N-\TS — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Alley,  Ames,  AnooruXy 
Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldivin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Blaine,  Bliss, 
Boutwcll,  Brooks,  Broomall,  James  S.  Brown,  Ghanler,  Coff- 
roth,  Cogc,  Cravens,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deming,  Denison,  Eden, 
Elgerton,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  English,  Finck,  Frank,  Ganson, 
Gooch,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benja- 
min G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick, Holman,  Hutch- 
ins, Philip  Johnson,  WiUiam  Johnsi.n,  Kalbjtcisch.  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Kernan,  Knaiqj,  Laiv,  Lazear,  LeBlond,  Long,  Mai- 
lory,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McDowell,  McKinneii,  Wm.  H.  Mil- 
ler,  James  R.  Morris.  Morrison,  Kelson,  Koble,  Odell,  John 
O'Keill,  Patterson,  Pendleton,  Perham,  Pruyn,  Radford, 
Samuel  J.  Randidl,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
EdwiU'd  H.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  John  B.  Steele, 
Wm.  G.  St.i:ele,  Stevens.  Slik.'<,  Strouse,  AS.'uart,  Sweat, 
Thomas,  Wadsworth,  William  B.  Washburn.  Webster,  Wha- 
ley, Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  WUliams, 
U  infield,  Fernando  Wood — 92. 

Mr.  Broomaix's  substitute  was  rejected 
without  a  division  : 

That  hereafter  no  person  shall  be  received  or  accepted  to 
serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  as  a  substitute  for 
any  other  person  liable  to  militai-y  duty  and  who  may  have 
been  enrolled  or  ch.afted  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  That  tho  term  of  service  of  all  soldiers  hereafter 
volunteering  or  being  drafted  shall  be  one  year  unless 
sooner  discharged,  and  that,  in  lieu  of  all  bounties,  their 
pay  shall  be  thirty  tlollars  per  month. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  persons  hereafter  volunteering  shall  be 
credited  to  the  city  or  county  in  which  they  ai'e  liable  to 
draft,  if  so  liable,  and  if  not,  then  to  the  city  or  county 
which  they  shall  elect. 

Sec.  4.  That  tho  payment  of  commutation  money  under 
existing  laws  shall  exempt  the  person  paying  it  from  draft 
for  one  year,  unless  within  that  period  all  persons  liable  to 
draft  in  his  city  or  county  shall  be  drafted  and  mustered 
into  service,  or  shall  pay  commutation  money,  in  which 
case  he  shall  lie  again  liable  to  draft. 

Sec.  5.  That  section  three  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,'"  approved 
February  24,  1864,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  so 
as  to  authorize  and  direct  district  provost  marshals,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General,  to  make  a 
draft  for  fifty  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  number  required 
to  till  the  qtiotaof  any  district,  as  provided  by  said  section. 

Sec.  6.  Tliat,  instead  of  travelling  pay,  all  drafted  persons 
reporting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  shall  be  allowed  tran."*- 
portation  from  tlieir  places  of  residence ;  and  persons  dis- 
charged at  the  place  of  rendezvous  shall  be  allowed  trans- 
portation to  their  places  of  residence. 

Mr.  Stevens  proposed  this  substitute  : 

Be  it  enacted,  d-c.  That  tho  President  of  the  United  States 
is  authorized  to  call  into  military  service  not  exceeding 
500,000  men,  in  adilition  to  those  already  called  for,  to  serve 
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for  two  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  that  if  not 
otherwise  obtained  a  draft  may  be  ordered  to  talie  place 
within  forty  days,  or  at  such  time  thereafter  as  the  Presi- 
dent m;iy  direct. 

Sec.  2.  That  any  person  who  is  liable  to  draft  and  has 
been  regularly  enrolled,  may  purchase  exemption  from  draft 
for  the  term  of  two  years  or  until  the  roll  is  exhausted,  by 
paying  S300  at  any  time  not  les-^  than  ten  days  belore  the 
time  fixod  for  such  draft.  Any  person  who  may  Ije  drafted 
may  purchase  the  like  exemption  by  paying  §500  at  any 
time  not  less  than  ten  days  after  he  shall  be  duly  notilicd 
that  he  is  drafted.  The  commutation  money  thus  paid  shall 
go  into  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bounties 
herein  provided  for. 

Sec.  3.  That  to  enable  the  several  States  to  raise  the  num- 
ber of  troops  allotted  to  them  respectively,  the  Governors 
of  said  States  mayappointsuchnumberof  recruiting  officers 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  when  companies  and  regi- 
ments shall  bo  enlisted,  shall  commission  such  company 
and  regimental  officers  as  shall  be  deemed  competunt. 

Sbc.  4.  That  when,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  the 
regiments  of  the  Army  are  so  reduced  as  to  rL-quu'e  consoli- 
dation, they  may  bo  consolidated,  and  the  supernumerary 
officers  may  be  detailed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  new  com- 
panies and  regiments. 

Sec.  5.  Tliat  if  the  requisite  number  of  soldiers  shall  not 
be  raised  at  the  first  draft,  a  second  draft  may  be  ordered  to 
take  place  within  ten  days,  or  any  longer  period  which  the 
President  may  deem  proper,  of  the  men  rem.dning  unex- 
cmpted  and  undrawn,  and  may  be  repeated  from  time  to 
time  until  the  full  number  shall  be  obtained. 

Sec.  6.  That  every  person  who  shall  volunteer  as  a  soldier 
and  be  regularly  enlisted,  shall  receive  a  bounty  of  S500,  one 
half  thereof  to  be  paid  to  him  when  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  at  the  end  of 
his  term  of  service,  or  if  honorably  discharged :  or  if  he  shall 
be  killed  or  die  in  the  service  before  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment,  it  shall  go  to  his  widow,  ifthere  be  one, 
and  in  case  there  be  no  widow,  then  to  his  children,  and  in 
ca.le  there  be  no  widow  or  children,  then  to  his  personal 
representatives. 

Sec.  T  .  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  States  to  send 
recruiting  agents  into  any  of  the  rebel  States  to  enlist  sol- 
diers, who  sliall  be  cretUted  to  the  State  that  may  procure 
their  enlistment;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretarj' 
of  War  to  appro\'e  the  appointment  of  agents  by  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  respective  States. 

Si;c.  8.  That  enrolled  men  may  furnish  substitutes  either 
before  or  after  they  may  be  drafted  according  to  the  present 
law,  who  shall  be  accepted  without  regard  to  color,  if  other- 
wise comiietent. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  law  ■nith  regard  to  persons  conscien- 
tiously op])osed  to  bearing  arms  sh;dl  not  be  altered  or  af- 
fected by  this  act,  except  so  far  as  it  regards  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  paid  for  exemptions. 

Sec.  10.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President,  if  he 
Bhall  deem  it  expedient,  to  accejjt  the  services  of  any  num- 
ber not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  between  tlie 
ages  of  forty-five  and  fifty-five,  to  be  used  tor  post  or  garri- 
Bon  duty,  who  shall  be  called  the  "Old  Guiird."  Such  sol- 
diers, when  enlisted  for  two  years,  unless  sooner  discharged, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  SlOO  bounty,  one  half  to  be  paid 
when  mustered  into  service,  the  other  half  at  the  expiration 
of  their  term,  if  honorably  discharged :  and  if  they  should 
be  killed  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  it  shall 
be  paid  to  tlieir  respective  widows,  children,  or  personal 
representatives,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in  sec- 
tion six  of  this  act ;  and  tliey  and  their  heirs  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  such  pensions  as  are  now  provided  by  law  for  other 
soldiers.  When  a  drafted  man  shall  claim  exemption  on 
account  of  physical  disability,  the  surgeon  shall  examine 
into  the  degree  of  disability.  If  found  unfit  for  active  field 
service,  and  fit  for  garrison  or  post  service,  he  shall  be  cer- 
tified accordingly  and  placed  into  the  "  Old  Guard." 

Section  eleven  is  the  same  as  the  fifth  section 
of  the  Liw. 

Mr.  Blair,  of  Virginia,  offered  this  substi- 
tute : 

That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  March  3, 1S63,  and  of  the  several  acts  amenda- 
tory thereof,  as  provides  for  a  commutation  in  money,  to  be 
paid  by  persons  enrolled  or  dratted  for  military  service,  in 
lieu  of  actually  rendering  such  military  service,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and  hereafter  no  payment  of 
money  shall  be  accepted  or  received  by  the  Government  to 
release  an  enrolled  or  drafted  man  from  obligation  to  per- 
form military  duty:  Provided,  That  hereafter  no  person 
shall  Ije  received  or  accepted  to  sei-\'e  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  as  a  substitute  for  any  other  person  liable  to 
military  duty  and  who  may  have  been  enrolled  or  drafted 
for  that  purpose. 


Which  was  rejected,  on  A  count — yeas  25, 
nays  93. 

Mr.  ScHKNCK  then  offered  this  substitute  : 

Bi  it  enactoA,  die.  That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  March  3,  1863,  and  the  acta 
amendatory  thereof,  as  authorizes  the  cUscharge  of  any 
drafted  person  from  liability  to  military  service  by  reason 
of  the  payment  of  S300  for  the  procuration  of  a  substitute 
or  otherwise,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided, 
That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  ccnstmed  to 
alter  the  provisions  of  existing  laws  relative  to  persons  ac- 
tually furnishing  substitutes. 

Sec.  2.  That  in  calls  for  drafts  hereafter  made  under  the 
act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  the 
acts  in  addition  to  or  amendatory  thereof,  the  same  maybe 
made  for  such  term  of  time  as  the  President  shall  direct, 
not  exceeding  one  year. 

bEC.  3.  That  the  number  of  men  furnished  from  any  dis- 
trie;  for  the  servici  of  the  UuitoJ  States  beyond  and  above 
its  quota  on  calls  heretofore  made,  and  the  term  of  service 
of  such  men,  shall  be  considered  and  allowed  to  said  dis- 
trict iu  calls  hereafter  made. 

Sec.  4  That  no  person  drafted  on  future  calls,  or  who 
shall  volunteer  to  fill  the  same,  shall  be  liable  to  be  again 
drafted  until  the  existing  enrollment  shall  be  exhausted. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  58,  nays  93,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Bax- 
ter, Beamau,  Blair,  Blow,  Boyd,  Ambrose  W.Clark,  Cole, 
CreswcU,  Dixou,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckiey, Garfield, Higby, 
Hdtchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hul- 
burd,  lugorsoll,  Jeiickes,  Julian,  Kellcy,  Knox,  Littlejohn, 
Loan ,  Marvin , McBride,  JlcClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  i\ Miller, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Nortcm,  Charles  O'Nedl,  Orth,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Wil- 
liam H.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Scheuck,  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Sniithers,  Spalding,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  KUihu 
B.  Wasbburne,  WiiSdii,  Wmdom — 58. 

Nays — jlessrs.  Wdliavi  J.  Allen,  Alley,  Ames,  Ancona, 
Haiti/,  Augustus  C.  BaU^^win,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Blaine, 
£/m,Brooniall,  BoalW'll, Brooks,  James  S.  iJrown,  William 
G.Biowii,  Chanter,  Ccffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  D.iwes.  Dawsort, 
Denisoii,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  English,  l^'enton, 
i^mcAr,  Frank,  Ganson,  Goocli,  Grider,  Griswold,  Harding, 
Harrington,  Benjamin  G  Harris.  Charles  M.  Harris,  Her- 
rick.  Holman,  Hutchins,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson, 
Kalhfltisch.  Francis  W.  Keilugg,  Orlando  Kedogg,  Kernan, 
Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  LeBlond,  Long,  Mallorv,  Maraj, 
McAllister,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Middleton,  William  H. 
Miller,  James  P.  Morris,  Morrison,  Kelson,  Noble,  Odell, 
John  O'Neill,  Patterson,  Pendleton,  Perham,  Pniijn,  Pad- 
ford,  Samuel  J.  Pandall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Robinson, 
Rogers,  Edward  H.  Rnllms,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scolield, 
John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Susveusj  Stiles,  Strouse, 
Stuarl,  Sweat,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  William  B.  Washburn, 
Webster.  Whaley,  WlieeUr,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W. 
White,  WinJield—9Z. 

Mr.  Stevens's  substitute  was  then  rejected — 
yeas  24,  nays  120,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Jlessrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Baily,  Boutwell,  Broomall, 
WilUam  G.  Brown,  Eliot,  English,  Ganson,  Grisivold,  Hale, 
Hotchkiss,  Kernan,  Lazear,  Loan,  Orth,  Alexander  U.Rice, 
Edwaid  H.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield,  William  G.  Steele,  Ste- 
vens, ^Vebster,  Wilder — 24. 

Nays — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Allison,  Ancona,  Ander- 
son, Arnold,  Ashley,  Angtistus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Bhur,  'BK>:s,  Blow,  Boyd,  Brooks,  Chanler, 
Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Coffrotk,  Cole,  Cox,  Cravens,  Creswell, 
Dawes,  Dawson,  Drnis'on,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Ecklcy, 
Eden,  Edyertrm,  Eldridge,  Fenton,  Pinch;  Frank,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Gcidcr,  Harding,  Harringtcm,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
Cliarles  M.  Harris,  Herrick.  Higby,  Holman,  Ilulburd,  Hutch- 
ins, Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson, 
Julian,  Kalbjkisch,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Knox,  ie  ZJZored,  Littlejohn,  Long,  Malh.ry,  Marcy, 
Marvin,  McBride,  McChirg,  McDoirell,  Mclndoe,  McKinnei/, 
Middleton,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  William  H.  Milkr,  Moorhead, 
Morrill.  Daniel  Morris,  James  A*.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson, 
Noble,  Norton,  Oddl,  Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Pendle- 
ton, Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Pruyn,  Radf(/rd,  Samwl  J. 
Randall,  William  H.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Rogers,  Janus 
S.  Rollins,  Schi'uck,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding, 
,Toh n  B.  Sti'ele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart, Svnat,  Thayer,  Thomas, 
Tracy,  Upson,  A'an  Valkenburgh,  Wadsworth,  Ward.  ElUhu 
B.  Washburne,  \Villiam  1$.  ■\\ashburn,  Whaley,  Wheder, 
ChiltcnA.  While,  Joseph  W.  IF/iite,  Willians,  Wilson,  Wis- 
dom, Wi7!jidd—U0. 
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Mr.  Smithers  then  offered  a  subs' it  ute: 

The  first  section  became  the  law,  except  that  in  the  sub- 
Blitute  the  bounty  wild  fixed  at  S-UO,  SoOO,  and  S400,  payable 
one  half  at  muster,  one  foui'th  at  expiration  of  half  the  term 
of  service,  and  one  fourth  at  expiration,  and  incase  of  death 
while  in  service  the  residue  unpaid  to  be  paid  to  the  widow, 
or  children,  or  legal  representatives.  If  honorably  dis- 
charged by  reason  of  wounds  or  sickness  iucmred  in  the 
service,  to  receive  full  bounty. 

Second  section  became  law,  except  that  "  fifty"  days  was 
substituted  for  "  sixty." 

Third  section  became  third  section  of  the  law. 

Fourth  section  became  fom-th  section  of  the  law. 

Fifth  section  became  nfth  section  of  the  law. 

Section  six  is  the  sixth  section  of  the  law,  except  that 
"  fifty  "  per  centum  reads  "  one  hundred." 

Section  seven  was  unchanged. 

Section  eight  is  substantially  the  eighth  section  of  the 
law. 

Section  nine  is  the  ninth  section  of  the  law. 

Which  was  rejected  —  yeas  76,  nays  77,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boutwell, 
Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell, 
Dawes.  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Fenton,  G;u'- 
field,  Gooch,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  "W.  Hubbard, 
John  II.  llubbard,  tlulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox,  Little- 
john,  Loan,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClm-g,  SIclndoe,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Jloorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leouai-d  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson, 
Perham,  Pomeroy,  William  II.  Randall,  Alexander  II.  Rice, 
John  II.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shan- 
non, Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson, 
Eilihu  B.  \Ta6hburne,  'WilUam  B.  ■^Vashburn,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom — 76. 

Nats — Messrs.  WilUam  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldivin,  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
William  G.  Brown,  Chanter,  Coffroih,  Cox,  Cravens,  Daivscn, 
Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldndge.,  English,  Find:,  Ganson, 
Grider,  Griswold,  Hale,  Harding,  Hdrrmgtmi,  Benjamin  G. 
Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herjfick,  Holman,  Hutchins, 
Philip  Jo/msmi,  Wm.  Johnson,  Kalhjieisch,  Kernan,  Knapp, 
Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McAllister, 
McDowell,  McKinncy,  Middlcton,  Wm.  H.  Miller,  James  B. 
Morris,  Morrison,  NeUon,  Kohle,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pen- 
dleton, I'ruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
Rogers,  Jas.  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  John  B.  Steele,  Wm.  G.  Steele, 
Stevens,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thomas,  Wadswarth, 
IFttrrf,  AVebster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph 
W.  White,  WinfiOxL—'n. 

June  28 — Mr.  Blair  moved  to  reconsider 
this  vote. 

Mr.  Holman  moved  to  table  the  motion, 
which  was  lost — yeas  73,  nays  85.  The  motion 
to  reconsider  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  83,  nays 
71,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blair,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes, 
Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Higby,  Hooper,  Ilotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox, 
Littlejohn,  Loan,  Longyeiir,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClui-g, 
Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
terson, Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  William  H.  Randall, 
Alexander  U.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spald- 
ing, Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  A'alkcnburgh, 
EUihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  WilUams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom— 83. 

Nats— Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Augustus 
C.  Baldwin,  Blaine,  Bliss,  James  S.  Brown,  Wm.  G.  Brown, 
Chanter,  Coffroth,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edger- 
ton, Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Hale,  Hard- 
ing, Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris, 
Herrick,  Holmun,  Hutchins,  Philip  Johnson,  Wm.  Johnson, 
Kalbjleisch,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazren;  Le  Blmid,  Long,  Mallory, 
Marcy ,  McAllister,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Middleton,  Wm.H. 
Miller,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pen- 
dleton, Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  JolmB.Strrlc,  Wm.  G.Steek,Stevene, 
Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Wadswarth,  Ward,  Webster, 
Whaley,  Wheeler,  CUllm  A.  WhiU,  Joseph  W.  White,  Win- 
fUld—n. 


The  substitute  was  modified  by  adding  after 
"  service"  in  the  last  line  of  the  first  section, 
the  words :  "  in  the  line  of  his  duty  ;"  and  waa 
then  agreed  to — yeas  81,  nays  75,  as  follows  :  . 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blair,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry 
Winter  Davis.  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes.  Deming,  Dixon, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Higby, 
Hooper,  H  tclikiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  U.  Hubbard, 
Ilulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  Long- 
year,  Marvin,  McBride,  RIcClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Mil- 
ler, Moorhead,  Dauiel  Morris,  Amo.s  Myers,  Leonard  Myera, 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pattersoo,  Perham,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Piice,  John 
H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon, 
Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spaldins,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Eilihu  B.  Washburne,  William  "B.  Wash- 
burn, V\  illiams.  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom — 81. 

Nats — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Augus- 
tus C  Baldwin,  Blaine,  Bliss,  James  S.  Bruwn,  Wdiiam  G. 
Brown,  Chanter,  Coffroth.  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden, 
Edgerton,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Frank,  Ganson,  Gri- 
der, Griswold,  Hale,  Harding.  Harrington,  Benjamin  Q. 
Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hutchins, 
Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Kalbjleisch,  Kernan, 
Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Mallory.  Marcy,  McAU 
lister,  McDowell.  McKinney,  Middleton,  William  H.  Miller, 
James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  John  O'Neill, 
Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Robinson,  James  S.  R^Mins,  Ross,  John  B.  Steele.  Willianh 
G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thomas, 
Wadsworth,  Ward,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wfieeler,  Chilton  A. 
White,  Joseph  W.  White,    Winfield—'ib. 

Mr.  Stevens  moved  to  add  this  new  section  : 

That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  constrned«to 
alter  or  in  any  way  affect  the  law  relative  to  those  consci- 
entiously opposed  to  bearing  arms. 

Mr.  Pike  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  : 

That  hereafter,  persons  between  the  ages  of  forty-flT© 
and  fifty  years  shall  be  enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the 
same  manner  as  persous  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
forty-five. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  47,  nays  102.  The 
Yeas  were  : 

Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Augustus 
C.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Blow,  Broomall,  James  S.  Brown.  Chanr 
ler.  Freeman  Clarke,  Coffroth,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter 
i  avis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Donnelly,  Garfii-ld,  Gooch,  Gris- 
wold, Hale,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Inger- 
soll, Julian,  Littlejohn,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Moor- 
head, Daniel  Morris,  Nelson.  Orth,  Patterson,  Pendleton, 
Pike,  Pomen.y,  Alexander  H.  Bice,  John  H.  Rice,  Smith, 
.■-tevens,  Tracy,  Van  ValKenburgh,  Wadswurth,  YAiihxx '&. 
Washburne,  Chilton  A.  White — IT. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Stevens  was  then 
agreed  to — yeas  77,  nays  64,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Ashley,  Baily,  John  D.  Bald- 
win, Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Broomall, 
Chanter,  Creswell,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Dem- 
ing, Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Edgerton,  Eliot, 
Frank,  Ganson.  Gooch,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale,  Cliarles 
M.  Harris,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hub- 
bard, John  II.  Hubbard,  Hutchins,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Ker- 
nan, Knox,  Loan,  McAllister,  McClurg,  Mirtdleton,  Moor- 
head, Daniel  INlorris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Perham,  Perry.  Pike,  Radford,  Alexander 
II.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Sloan,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Stevens,  Stuart,  Swe-it,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Eilihu  B.  Washburne,  Webster,  Wheeler, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom — 77. 

Nays — Messrs,  yv^illiam  J.  Allen,  Allison,  Ancona,  Au- 
gustus C.  Beddwin,  Bliss,  Ja7nes  S.  Broivn.  Vim.  G.  Brown, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Coffroth,  Cole,  Cravens,  Denison, 
Eden,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck, Qiirfiald,  Harding,  Harring- 
ton, Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hulburd,  Philip 
Johnson,  Kalbjleisch,  Knapp,  Law,  LeBhmd.  Littlejohn, 
Long,  Longyear,  Marcy,  Marvin,  McDowell,  Mclndoe,  Mo- 
Kinney,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  William  H.  Miller,  Jome^  R.  Mor- 
ris, Morrison,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pendleton,  Pom- 
eroy, Samuel  J.  Randall,  Rnbin:<on,  James  S.  Rollins.  Ross, 
Schenck,  Shannon,  Smith,  William  G.  Steele,  Stilts,  Strouse, 
Tracy,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  While,  Williams— 64. 
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The  bill  then  passed — yeas  82,  nays  77,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson.  Arnold, 
Ashley.  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,- Beaman,  Blair.  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brooraall,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Doming,  Dixon,  Don- 
nelly, Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  AV.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlamlo  Kellogg,  Knox,  Little- 
john.  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McEride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe, 
S.F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  MoiTill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  My^rs,  Norton,  Charles  0"Neill,  Orth,  Patterson, 
Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Alexander  H.  Rico,  John  H.  Rice, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Scheiick,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Thayer.  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenlmrgh, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  AVilliam  B.  'VVashburn,  Williams, 
'Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom — 82. 

N.iYS — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Ai'ffus- 
tus  C.  Baldviin,  Blaine,  Bliis,  Brr.nks,  James  K  Brown, 
William  G.  Brown,  dianler,  C'oJJ'roth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Daw- 
son, Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridye,  English,  Find;, 
Frank,  Sanson,  Grider,  OHawold,  Hale,  Harding,  Benjamin 
G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Hai-rix,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hutchins, 
Philip  Johnson,  William  Jo/inaon,  Kcdbjlri.'ch,  Kernan, 
Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  MalVyry,  Marci/, 
McAllister,  McDoivell,  McKinnry,  Middleton,  William  H. 
Miller,  Jarnes  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell, 
John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perr>/,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel 
J.  Randall,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield,  John  B.  Steele, 
William  G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Slrouse,  Stuart,  Sweat, 
Thomas,  Wadswarth,  Ward,  Webster,  Whulev,  Wheeler, 
CfdltmA.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield—i't. 

June  30 — The  bill  having  been  returned 
from  the  Senate  with  sundry  amendments,  one 
of  which  imposed  a  five  per  cent,  income  duty, 
the  House  unanimously  directed  the  return  of 
the  bill  to  the  Senate  as  contravening  the  first 
clause  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  first  article 
of  the  Constitution,  and  as  an  infringement  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House. 

July  1 — The  House  considered  the  Senate 
eubstitute  for  its  bill,  when  several  amend- 
ments were  proposed. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  add,  after  the  word 
"  soldiers,"  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  line,  "  ex- 
cept such  States  or  Territories  or  parts  thereof 
declared  in  rebellion." 

Which  was  rejected  on  a  count — yeas  28. 

Mr.  Thomas  offered  this  as  a  new  section: 
That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  States  to  send 
recruiting  agents  into  other  States  and  Territories  to  enlist 
soldiers  to  be  credited  to  the  States  tliat  may  procure  their 
enlistment ;  and  no  State  shall  be  credited  with  soldiers  re- 
cruited who  are  not  citizens  of  the  State  claiming  the 
credit,  or  foreigners  who  do  not  owe  allegiance  to  the  United 


Which  was  rejected — yeas  63,  nays  63,  (the 
Speaker  voting  in  the  negative.)  as  follows: 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Wm.  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Blair, 
Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Glianler,  Coffroth,  Creswell,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge. 
English,  Farnsworth,  Finck,  Ganson,  Hale,  Harding,  Benja- 
min G.  Harris,  Cliarles  M.  Harris,  Holman,  Hutchins,  Philip 
Johnson,  Julian,  KaVffleisch,  Kernan,  Kru'pp,  Law,  Lazeo.r, 
Le  Blond,  Long,  Mallory,  McAllister,  Middleton,  William  H. 
■  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell, 
tjohn  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Robinson,  James 
,S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Shannon,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Sfrouse, 
Sttmrt,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Wadsworth,  Webster,  Whaley, 
WheeUr,  Chilton  A.  White,  Win  field— 63. 

Nays  —  Mes.srs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Doutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Cobb, 
Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Fenton, 
Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Higliy,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss.  Asahel 
W.  Hubbard,  .Tohn  II.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes, 
Kelley,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  Marcy,  McBride,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  John  H.  Rice,  Ed- 
ward H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Spald- 
ing, William  G.  SteMe,  Thayer,  Upson,  Van  Valkenbuigh, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 62. 

Mr.  William  G.  Steele  moved  to  reconsider 
this  Tote. 


Mr.  E.  B.  Wasbbcrxe  moved  to  lay  that 
motion  on  the  table  ;  which  was  disagreed  to— 
yeas  61,  nays  62. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  agreed 
to — yeas  65,  nays  62. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Thomas  was  then 
again  rejected — yeas  63,  nays  65,  as  follows  : 

Ye\s — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Daily.  Blair, 
Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Cofroth,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgrrton,  Eldridge,  English, 
Farnsworth,  Finck,  Ganson,  Hale,  Harding,  Benjamin  G. 
Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Holman,  Hutchins,  Philip  John- 
son, Kolbfleisch,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Bland, 
Long,  Mallory,  McAllister,  Middleton,  William  H.  Miller, 
James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Radfwd,  William  H.  Randall, 
Rohinsm,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele.  Wil- 
liam G.  Steele,  Sliles,  Sirouse,  Stuart.  Thomas,  Tracv,  Wads- 
worth,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A .  White,  Win- 
field— m. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,' Driggs,  Eliot, 
Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Hisbv,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss, 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Mon-is,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton.  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson, 
Perham,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  II.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rol- 
lins, Schenck,  Scofield.  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding, 
Thayer.  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh.  Ellihu  B.  Washburne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Woodbridge — 65. 

Mr.  Orth  offered  the  following  amendment  ; 
which  was  agreed  to  : 

That  the  number  of  men  heretofore  furnished  l>y  any  ol 
the  States  shall  be  credited  to  said  State  on  her  quota  in  any 
future  draft  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  for  which 
said  men  were  furnished. 

Mr.  Garfield  offered  four  new  sections,  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  of  which  are  the  same 
as  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  sections  of  the 
act,  and  the  first  is  as  follows : 

That  any  persons  resident  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Texas,  or  Arkansas,  who  may  voluntarily  enlist 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  a  term  of 
not  more  than  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  or  not  less 
than  one  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  privi- 
leges of  existing  laws;  and  such  persons  shall  be  mustered 
into  the  regiments  or  otlter  organizations  of  whatsoever 
State  they  may  elect,  or,  in  the  case  of  colored  troops,  shall 
be  assigned  as  now  provided  by  law.  And  the  States  or 
subdivisions  of  States  procuring  such  enlistments  shall  re- 
ceive credit  for  such  persons  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
in  other  cases :  Provided,  That  such  enlistments  as  are  au- 
thorized in  any  State,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
only  continue  until  such  State  shall  have  been  made  sub- 
ject to  a  call  for  troops:  And  provided  further.  That  no 
enlistments  shall  be  made  of  any  soldier,  either  in  or  out 
of  any  State,  except  those  enumerated  herein,  unless  full 
credit  is  given  to  the  State  to  which  the  enlisted  soldier 
belongs. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  69,  nays  53,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixom 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  English,  Farnsworth, 
Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Higby,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel 
W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard.  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Moorhead.  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson, 
Perham,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rol- 
lins, Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding, 
Thayer,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  'Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Woodbridge— 69. 

Nays — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Arwona,  Blair,  Brooks, 
James  S.  Broivn,  Chanter,  Coffroth,  Denisrm,  Eden,  Edgerton, 
Eldridge,  Finck,  Ganson,  Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
diaries  M.  Harris,  Holman,  Hutrhins,  Philip  Johnson, 
Kalbjleisch,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Lrui\  LeBlnnd,  Long,  Mallory, 
Marcy,  McAllister,. iliddleUm,  Willium  H.  Miller,  James  JR. 
Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn, 
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Sadford,  Trilliam  H.  Randall,  Rohinsrm,  James  S.  UnTJins, 
Jtof.",  John  B.  .HlceJc.  Wm.  O.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Sweat, 
Thomas.  Wadsicortli, yVehster,  'W'haley,  Vfheeler,  Chilton  A. 
While,  WiiiJlel(.l—63. 

The  other  sections  were  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Henry  Winter  Davis  moved  that  the 
House  concur  in  the  Senate  amendments  with 
this  amendment : 

That  no  person  drafted  shall  be  entitled  to  be  exempted 
from  personal  service  on  pa3'ment  of  commutation  money. 

That  all  enrolled  persons  shall  be  divided  iutc  twrfclasses, 
one  comprising  tliose  between  eighteen  and  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  and  the  other  those  over  twenty-fi  -e  and  under 
forty  years  of  age. 

That  every  year  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion 
the  President  shall  cause  250,000  men  to  be  drafted  from  the 
first  class,  who  shall  be  organized,  drilled,  and  either  sent 
into  the  field  or  held  as  a  reserve  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
tlie  service. 

That  in  the  event  of  the  service  requiring  a  levy  of  more 
than  250,000  men  in  any  year,  the  residue  beyond  that  num- 
ber shall  be  drafted  from  the  second  class. 

That  prior  to  any  draft,  and  during  the  execution  of  the 
same,  till  the  requisition  is  filled,  the  President  shall  call 
for  volunteers  to  fill  the  same,  and  is  authorized  to  offer  and 
pay  every  volunteer  $300  who  shall  volunteer  for  three 
years,  and  proportionably  for  sny  shorter  period  designated 
by  the  President,  one  half  at  the  time  of  mustering  in  and 
the  other  half  on  his  discharge. 

That  every  drafted  man  not  appearing  by  the  assessment 
for  the  internal  revenue  to  have  an  income  of  $300  on  whom 
wife,  parent,  child,  brother,  or  sister  is  dependent  for  sup- 
port shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  a  month  for  the  support  of 
every  such  dependent,  payable  directly  to  such  dependent 
or  the  person  charged  with  the  guardianship  of  any  of 
them  :  Provided,  That  not  more  than  twenty  dollars  shall 
bo  paid  for  this  purpose  in  any  mOnth  on  account  of  any 
drafted  man. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  order  and 
execute  a  draft  in  each  of  the  States  heretofore  declared  in 
rebellion,  so  f;u-  as  the  territory  of  said  State  shall  be  under 
the  military  occupation  of  the  United  States ;  ami  any  State 
may  procure  volunteers  from  any  of  the  States  declared  in 
rebellion  except  Tennessee  and  have  them  credited  to  the 
quotas  of  the  State  procuring  the  same;  but  all  persons 
residents  of  any  loyal  State  volunteering  in  any  other  loyal 
State  shall  be  credited  to  the  State  of  his  residence. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  26,  nays  lOL  The 
Yeas  were : 

Messrs.  Allison,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Baxter,  Broomall,  Free- 
man Clarke,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Donnelly,  Eck- 
ley,  Garfield,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hub- 
biU'd,  Hulburd,  Julian,  Longyear,  McBride,  McClnrg, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Orth,  Scofitld,  Sloan,  Stevens,  ^V"ood- 
bridge — 26. 

VOTE    ON    FINAL    PASSAGE    OF    THE    ACT     OF    JULY 

4,  1864. 
The  House  then  non-concurred  in  the  Senate 
amendment,  and  asked  a  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses, 
whose  report,  being  the  law  as  it  stands,  was 
adopted,  July  2 — yeas  66,  nays  55,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  AlUson,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Baxt.er,Beaman,  Blair,  BoiUwell,  Boyd,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Henry  Wniter  Davis,  Dawes,  Doming,  Dixon, 
Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Feiiton,  Garfield,  Gooch. 
Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  A.  W.  Hubbard,  ,Tohn  H.  Hub- 
bard j  Ingersoll,  Jonckcs,  Julian,  Kellcy,  Liulejohn,  Loan, 
*Longyear,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nor- 
ton. Cha;lfS  O'Neill,  Orth,  William  H.  Randall,  John  H. 
Kice,  Schenck-,  Shannon,  Sloan,  h^raith,  .Smithers,  Spalding, 
Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Vaikenburgh,  Ellihii  B.  Waslibiirno, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windora,  Woodbridge — 66. 

Nats — Messrs.  Wilnam  J.  AUen.AUoy,  Artcona,  liaily, 
Blaine,  Blis^,  Chanler,  Gnffroth,  0>x,  Daws<in,  Denisun,  Eden, 
Edgerion,  Ehlridge.  English,  Frank,  Gam-on,  Grisivnld,  Ben- 
javiin  6.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Hatctdns.  Kernan, 
Knopp,  Laiu,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Lang.  Mallorij,  Marcy.  Mid- 
deton,  William  H  Miller,  James R.  Morris,  Mr/rrifon,  Nnhle, 
Odell,  Patterson,  Pendleton,  Perhani,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J. 
Randall,  Alexander  H.  Kice,  Ruliinson,  Edward  H.  Kollins, 
J.S.  R(Mins,  Ross,i'concM,  John  B.  Steele,  W.  G.  Steele, 
Stevens,  Stiles,  Thomas,  'Wa:dsworlh,  Webster,  Wheeler, 
Win  field— b5. 


AC.VLL-FOR  500,000  MEN  UNDEil  THE  ACT, 

1864.  July  18— The  President  issued  a  call 
for  500,000  men  for  one  year,  to  be  drafted   for 
after  September  5",  if  not  furnished  before. 
resolutions  concerning  enrollment. 

1863,  December  22 — Mr.  Philip  Johnson 
offered  this  preamble  and  resolution  : 

Whereas  the  supreme  judicial  tribunal  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  has  solemnly  decided  that  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  3, 1S63,  commonly  called  the  conscription 
act,  is  in  its  provisions  contrary  to  and  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  null  and 
void:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sworn  duty  of  the  executive  de- 
partment of  the  Government  to  either  acquiesce  in  that 
decision  within  that  State,  or  to  bring  the  questions  in- 
volved before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  for' 
final  adjudication,  to  the  end  that  if  Congress  shall  deem 
such  legislation  necessary,  another  bill  may  be  prepared 
which  shall  not  be  subject  to  constitutional  objections. 

Which  was  tabled — yeas  81,  nays  43.  The 
Nays  were  : 

Messrs.  Ancona,  Angustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks, 

O/ffroth,  Cox,  Dawson,  Dcnison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eklridge, 
Find;  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles 
M.  Harris,  Hohnan,  Pliilip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Le 
Blond,  Long,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Middleton,  Morrison, 
Kelsmi,  Kuhle,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Sweat, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Fernando 
Wood—i3. 

1864,  January  11 — Mr.  Broomall  offered  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas  the  burden  of  government  should  be  made  to 
fall  as  nearly  equally  as  possible  upon  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  whereas  the  southern  portion  of  the  country  haa 
for  several  years  contributed  little,  either  in  men  or  money, 
towards  the  support  of  the  Government;  and  whereas  al- 
most the  only  w  ay  to  get  men  from  that  portion  is  to  take 
black  men ;  and  whereas  for  every  black  man  eidisted  in 
the  South  some  man  in  the  overbuidened  North  may  be  ex- 
empted from  draft : 

It  is  therefore  hereby  declared  to  be  the  sense  of  this 
House  that  the  Government  should  use  its  most  strenuous 
efforts  to  procure  the  voluntary  enlistment  of  persons 
claimed  as  slaves  in  the  rebel  territory,  by  giving  them  the 
full  bounty  and  pay  of  other  siddiers,  and  by  guaranteeing 
their  freedom,  at  once,  upon  enlistment. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  to  Iny  them  upon  the  table; 
which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  61,  nays  74 ;  and 
they  were  then  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. 

1864,  January  15 — Mr.  Ancona  offered  this 
resolution,  which  was  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Whereas  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1863, 
commonly  called  the  conscription  law,  is  opijrrssive,  unjust, 
and  unconstitutional;  because,  1st,  it  takes  from  the  States 
the  control  of  their  own  militia;  2d,  it  subjects  the  rights 
of  the  States  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  the  unlim- 
ited power  of  the  Federal  Government;  3d,  it  is  calculated 
to  create  and  build  up  a  central  military  despoti.^m  which 
may  bo  used  for  the  worst  and  most  dangerous  purposes; 
4th,  it  falsely  imputes  the  crime  of  desertion  to  every  man 
whose  name  is  drawn  in  the ''lottery  of  death"' and  who 
fails  t<T  join  the  army,  and  subjects  him  to  trial,  condemna- 
tion, and  capital  punishment,  without  a  jury  of  his  peers, 
contrary  to  the  fundauiental  law  (jf  the  land:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  be 
instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  unconditional  repeal  of 
said  act  of  Congress,  and  substitute  in  its  place  some  con- 
stitutional an(i  just  mode  of  raising  armies  for  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

1864,  Feb.  1 — Mr.  Eldridge  offered  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution : 

Whereas  all  conscription  or  other  forced  service  of  the 
citizen  to  the  State  is  contrary  to  the  genius  and  principles 
of  republican  government  and  opposed  to  the  principles  of 
self-povernment,  which  is  the  true  basis  of  the  American 
repulilic;  and  whereas  the  laws  for  conscripting  or  drafting 
citizens  into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  have 
thus  far  proved,  if  not  an  entire  failure,  at  least  inetfectual 
for  the  supplying  to  the  Government  tlio  necessary  number 
of  men  reciuisite  for  the  militixry  service  in  putting  down  the 
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rebelUon;  and  whereas  the  rrinciplcs  of  equity  ami  instice 
requiru  iu  a  goveninicnt  like  ours,  tiuiiidcdtui  tin  ■  will  of  the 
majority,  that  the  I'lirdcns  (.fiiiaintaiiiiiigandiiresfrving:  it 
should  fall  alike  ami  equally  uiion  all  and  every  of  tlio 
citizens,  the  rich  as  well  as  the  ijoor,  in  proportion  to  their 
ahility  to  bear  the  same;  and  wherciis  the  military  is  a 
profession  to  which  men  are  called  as  well  from  the  in- 
ducements of  personal  gain  and  family  advantage  as  from 
motives  of  patriotism  and  hopes  of  future  fame :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  examine  and  inquire  imme- 
diately into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  repealing  or 
suspending,  so  far  as  any  future  or  further  draft  is  con- 
cerned, all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  authorizing  or  empower- 
ing the  conscripting  or  drafting  of,  or  in  any  way  forcing, 
the  citizen  into  the  military  service  of  the  country,  either  in 
putting  down  rebellion  or  othei  wise ;  and  in  licu.thereof 
providing  by  law  for,  and  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  from  time  to  time,  and  as  he  may  deem  it 
expedient  and  necessary,  to  offer  the  payment  of  such  sum 
or  sums  of  money  for  volunteers  in  bounties  or  monthly 
payments,  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  best  to  induce  enlist- 
ments and  secure  such  moneys  to  the  soldier  and  his  family, 
and  as  will  secure  just  so  many  and  just  such  men  as  may  be 
requisite  or  necessary  to  put  down  the  rebellion  and  restore 
the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution ;  and  that  said  committee 
do  report  by  bill. 

Which  were  laid  upon  the  table,  on  Mr. 
Stevens's  motion  —  yeas  84,  nays  42.  The 
Nays  were : 

Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Au- 
avstus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Coffroth,  Daivson,  Dcnism,  Eilm, 
Edgcrlwi,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Hall,  Harrington,  Knupp,  Law, 
Lazcar,  Long,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinnc;/,  MiiJilUJnii,  Wni. 
H.  Miller,  James  II.  Morris,  Morrison,  KobU,  Jnhii  O'Neill, 
Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Pandall,  Robinson, 
Rogers,  Ross.  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart, 
Suomt,  Chilton  A.  Wliite,  Joseph  W.  White — i2. 

Of  the  Democrats,  Messrs.  Grider,  Hutchins, 
and  Yeavian  voted  aye. 

1864,  February  8 — Mr.  Eldridge  ofifered  this 
resolution,  which  was  laid  over  under  the 
rule : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, required  to  furnish  lo  this  House  information  as  to  the 
amount  of  moneys  received  up  to  this  time  for  commuta- 
tion by  drafted  men  ;  also  what  disposition  has  been  made 
of  said  moneys.  If  substitutes  have  been  purchased  for 
drafted  men,  how  many  ;  where  and  wlio  have  been  pro- 
cured as  such  substitutes  ;  what  sum  has  beenpaid  for  each, 
and  whether  for  %vhite  or  black,  and  how  much  for  each. 

April  4 — The  House  considered  the  resolution, 
when  Mr.  Stevens  moved  that  it  lie  upon  the 
table  ;  which  was  agreed  to — j  eas  60,  nays  46. 
The  Nays  were: 

Messrs  James  C.  Allen,  Ancnrta,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin, 
Bliss,  BrooJcs,  James  S.  Brovm,  Cltanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Dawson,  Venison.  Eden,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Grider, 
Griswiild,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Hairis,  Herrick,  Hol- 
m.in,  Philip  Johnson,  KaJljJieisch,  King.,  L  tv,  Lazcar.  Long, 
JUalloy,  Marcy,  Mc  Kinney,  Midaleton.  James  R.  Monis, 
Moi-rison,  Nelson,  Odell,  Jolin  O'Neill.  Price,  Pruyn.  Robin- 
son, John  B.  Steele,  Strouse,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  11  hite,  Win- 
field,  Teaman — 46. 

.  18G4,  Feb.  1 — Mr.  Grinxell  offered  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution : 

Whereas  the  war  jiolicy  of  the  Government  having 
brought  into  the  military  service  as  soldiers  and  laborers 
free  colored  men  and  persons  claimed  to  be  held  by  rebels, 
who  have  renilered  invaluable  service  to  the  army;  and 
whcroas  the  more  extended  employment  and  enlistment  of 
colored  persons  will  be  a  relief  to  our  northern  soldiers, 
unacrliraated  and  unused  to  manual  labor,  and  lessen  the 
number  to  bo  taken  from  their  homes  and  from  the  indus- 
trial pursuits  in  the  United  States,  where  there  is  now  an 
unusual  demand  for  labor :  Therefore, 

Resolred,  That  a  more  vigorous  policy  to  enlist,  at  an 
early  day  and  in  larger  numbers,  in  our  army  persons  of 
African  descent  would  meet  the  approbation  of  this 
llouse. 

Mr.  Stiles  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table, 
but  the  llo.jse  refused — yeas  49,  nays  76  ;  and 
the  resolution  was  then  passed  —  yeas  80, 
nays  46. 


BILL  FOR  the  PUNISHMENT  OF  GUERRILLAS. 

June  G — The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
reported  this  bill  to  punish  guerrillas: 

Be  it  enacted,  dc,  That  the  pro\isions  of  the  twenty-first 
section  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  piirposes,"  approved 
March  3, 1863,  shall  apply  as  well  to  the  sentences  of  mili- 
tary commissions  as  to  those  of  courts-martial ;  and  here- 
after the  commanding  general  in  the  field,  or  the  com- 
mander of  the  department,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  have 
power  to  carry  intoexecution  all  sentences  against  gtierrillas, 
for  robbery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  assault  with  intent  to 
commit  rape,  and  for  violation  of  the  laws  and  customs  of 
war,  as  well  as  sentences  against  spies,  mutineers,  deserters, 
and  murderers. 

Sec.  2.  That  every  ofBcer  authorized  to  order  a  general 
court-martial  shall  have  power  to  pardon  or  mitigate  any 
punishment  ordered  by  such  court,  including  that  of  con- 
finement in  the  penitentiary,  except  the  sentence  of  death 
or  of  cashiering  or  dismissing  an  officer,  which  sentences  it 
shall  be  competent  dnriiiLT  the  continuance  of  the  present 
rebellion  for  the  yvn.ial  ■  .inuiKHLding  thearmyin  the  field, 
or  the  department  ci.iuiiiiiaiJer,  as  tlie  case  may  be,  to  remit 
or  mitigate;  and  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  approved  July 
17, 1S62,  chapter  201,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereljy,  repealed, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  sentences  of  imprisonment  in  the  peni- 
tentiary. 

Mr.  Long  moved  that  the  bill  be  tabled; 
which  was  disagreed  to. 

After  further  proceedings, 

Mr.  Eldridge  moved  that  it  be  tabled  ;  which 
was  disagreed  to — yeas  35,  nays  67. 

And  the  bill  passed — yeas  72,  nays  37.  The 
Nays  were : 

Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin, 
Bliss,  Coffroth,  Cravens,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawson,  Venr 
ison,  Eden,  Edgerlon,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Grider,  Harding, 
Harrington,  dairies  M.  Harris,  Hutchins,  King,  Knapp,  Le 
Blond,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDoivell,  Morrison,  Noble, 
Pendleton,  Perry,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Strouse,  Voorliees, 
Wadsworth,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White — 37. 

Of  the  Democrats,  Messrs.  Baily  and  Gris- 
wold  voted  aye. 

IN  SENATE. 

June  14 — The  Militarj'  Committee  reported 
the  House  bill  for  the  more  speedy  punishmenf- 
of  guerrillas  ;   which  was  debated. 

June  30 — Mr.  Hendricks  offered  this  proviso 
to  the  first  section  : 

Prcyvided,  That  the  term  "  gnerrill.as"'  herein  contained 
shall  not  be  held  to  include  persons  employed  in  the  au- 
thorized military  service  of  the  enemy. 

Which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 
The  House  concurred,  and  the  bill  became  a 
law.  ^ 

INCREASED  PAY  OF  SOLDIERS. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

1801,  August  6 — This  section  was  passed  by 
both  Houses : 

Be  it  enacted,  d-c.  That  the  pay  of  the  privates  in  the  reg- 
ular army  and  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
bo  thirteen  dollars  per  mimth  for  three  years  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  until  otherwise  ordered. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

May  3 — The  Senate  bill  to  increase  the  pay 
of  soldiers  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  making  the  pay,  from  May  1, 
of  "  all  soldiers  in  the  military  service  sixteen 
dollars  per  month  ;"  corporals,  eighteen  dollars  ; 
sergeants,  twenty  dollars. 

Mr.  HoLMAN  sought  the  floor  to  move  an 
amendment  that  white  soldiers  should  have 
twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  colored  eighteen 
dollars.  " 

Mr.  Cox  sought  to  move  an  amendment  to 
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increK/50  'be  ^'•'5"  of  soldiers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  iwiy  dollars  per  month. 

Mr.  Dawson,  to  move  to  make  it  twenty  dol- 
lars in  the  present  currency. 

But  Mr.  ScHENCK  declined  to  3":«i<3  fhe  floor. 

After  a  brief  explanaiioa  the  bill  passed — 
yeas  135,  nays  "i^iae. 

IN  SENATW. 

May  11 — The  Senate  Military  Committee  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments,  the  principal 
one  of  which  fixed  the  rates  as  now  existing 
and  stated  in  the  summary  of  "our  Military 
Legislation,"  which  was  agreed  to,  without 
division  in  either  House.  While  the  bill  was 
pending  in  the  Senate, 

Blay  11 — Mr.  Richardson  offered  tho  fallow- 
ing : 

That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  1064,  the  offi- 
cers, non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pi-i;at«3  in 
the  regular  army  and  volunteers  and  drafted  forces  in  the 
Bervice  of  the  United  States  shall  be  paid  in  gold :  Provided, 
That  said  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates  may  be  paid  in  Treasury  notes  or  paper  money 
when  the  Government  cannot  pay  in  gold.  If  not  paid  in 
gold,  they  shall  be  paid  in  paper  an  amount  equal  to  the 
value  of  gold  at  the  time  of  payment. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  6,  nays  23,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckahw,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Powell,  Bichardson—Q. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Mor- 
rill, Ramsey,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wilson — 23. 

Mr.  Powell  offered  this  amendment: 
Provid'd,  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply 
to  colored  soldiers. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  5,  nays  26,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Davis,  Hendricks,  PowtU,  RicJv- 
ardson — 5. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Eamsey,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wilson — 26. 


OEDEKS   ISSUED    BY   THE    SECRETARY   OF   WAR    IN 
ENFORCING    THE    DRAFT. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  executing  the  draft 
of  1862,  issued  these  orders  : 

War  Department,  Washinoton  Cut,  D.  C, 

August  8,  1862. 
Orders  to  prevent  the  evasion  of  military  duly  and  for  the 
suppression  of  disloyal  practices. 

First.  By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  hereby  ordered  that,  until  further  order,  no  citizen 
liable  to  be  drafted  into  tho  militia  shall  be  allowed  to  go 
to  a  foreign  country,  and  all  marshals,  deputy  marshals, 
and  military  officers  of  the  United  States,  are  directed,  and 
all  police  authorities,  especially  at  the  ports  of  the  United 
Slates  on  the  seaboard  and  on  the  frontier,  are  requested  to 
see  that  this  order  is  faithfully  carried  into  effect.  And 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  dirt-cted  to  arrest  and  de- 
tain any  person  or  persons  about  to  depart  from  the  United 
States  in  viclation  of  this  order,  and  report  to  Major  L.  C. 
Turner,  Judge  Advocate,  at  Washington  city,  for  further 
instruction  respecting  the  person  or  persons  so  arrested  and 
detained. 

Second.  Any  person  liable  to  draft  who  shall  absent  him- 
self from  his  county  or  State  before  such  draft  is  made,  will 
be  arrested  by  any  provost  marshal,  or  other  United  States 
or  State  officer,  wherever  ho  may  be  found  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  and  conveyed  to  the  nearest 
military  post  or  depot,  and  placed  on  military  duty  for  the 
term  of  the  draft;  and  the  expenses  of  his  own  arrest  and 
conveyance  to  such  post  or  depot,  and  also  the  sum  of  five 
dollars  as  a  reward  to  the  officer  who  shall  make  Buch  ar- 
rest, shall  be  deducted  from  his  pay. 

Third.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  hereby  suspended  in 


respect  to  all  persons  arrested  and  detained,  an  i  in  respect 

to  all  persons  aiTested  fur  disloyal  practices. 

(Signed)  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Dkpaptment,  Washingtim  City,  Avg.  8. 

Ordered — First.  That  all  United  States  Marshals,  and 
superintendents,  and  chiefs  of  police  of  any  town,  city  or 
district,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
arrest  and  imprison  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  en- 
gaged, by  any  act  of  speech  or  writing,  in  discouraging 
volunteer  enlistments,  or  in  any  way  giving  aid  and  comfort 
to  the  enemy,  or  in  any  other  disloyal  practice  against  the 
United  States. 

Second.  That  immediate  report  be  made  to  Major  L.  C. 
Turner,  Judge  Advocate,  in  order  that  such  persons  may  be 
tried  before  a  military  commission. 

Third.  The  expenses  of  such  arrest  and  imprisonment 
will  be  certified  to  the  chief  clerk  of  tho  War  Department 
for  settlement  and  payment. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Washuigton,  Augiift  14. 
The  following  was  issued  to-day  from  tho  War  Depart- 
ment: 

additional  regulations  for  the  enrollment  and  draft 
OF  the  militia. 
Ordered — Eighth — "tn&t  in  filling  all  reqTiisaons  fof  mi- 
litia the  quotas  of  the  several  States  will  be  apportioned 
by  the  Governors  among  the  several  counties,  and  where 
practicable  among  the  subdivisions  of  counties,  so  that 
allowance  shall  be  made  to  such  counties  and  subdivisiona 
for  all  volunteers  heretofore  furnished  by  them  and  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  whose 
stipulated  terjus  of  service  shall  not  have  expired. 

(Signed)  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  September  7, 1862. 
instructions  -.x)  vnited  states  marshals,  ^^LITA^T  com- 
mandants, ?li">V3Sr  MARSH.ALS,  POLICE  0FJICER8,  SHEfclFFS, 
ETC. 

The  quota  of  %oIanteer3  and  enrollment  of  militia  having 
been  completed  in  th«  several  States,  the  necessity  for  a 
stringent  enforcement  of  the  orders  of  the  War  Department 
in  respect  to  volunteerirg  and  drafting  no  longer  exists. 
Arrests  for  violation  of  tiiese  orders  and  for  disloyal  prac- 
tices will  hereafter  be  made  only  upon  express  warrant,  or 
by  direction  of  the  military  commanders  or  Governor  of  the 
State  in  which  such  arresta  may  be  made.  And  restrictions 
upon  travel  imposed  by  these  order*  are  rescinded. 
L.  C.  TUKNER, 
Judge  Advocate, 


THE    PRESIDENTS 


PROCLAMATION 
ALIEKS. 


RELATIVE    TO 


1863,  May  8 — The  President  issued  a  procla- 
mation relative  to  an  exemption  from  the  draft 
on  the  plea  of  alienage,  in  which  he  declares: 

Now;  therefore,  to  avoid  all  misappreheusions  concerning 
the  liability  of  jiersons  concerned  to  pcrforpi  the  service 
required  by  such  enactment,  and  to  give  it  full  effect,  I  do 
hereby  order  and  proclaim  that  no  plea  of  alienage  will  be 
received,  or  allowed  to  exempt  from  the  obligiitious  imposed 
by  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress  any  person  of  foreign  birth 
who  shall  have  declared  on  oath  his  intention  to  become  » 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  under  tho  laws  thereof,  and 
who  shall  be  found  within  the  United  States  at  any  time 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  insurrection  and  to- 
belliou,  at  or  after  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  sixty-five 
days  from  the  date  of  this  proclamation ;  nor  shall  any  such 
plea  of  alienage  be  allowed  in  favor  of  any  such  person  wh>> 
has  so,  as  aforesaid,  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  exercised  at  any 
time  the  right  of  suffrage,  or  any  other  political  Iranchisa 
within  the  United  States,  under  the  laws  tliereof,  or  under 
the  laws  of  any  of  the  several  States. 

JUDICIAL  DECISIONS  UPON  THE  CONSTITUTIONALir* 
OF  THE  CONSCRIPTION  ACT. 

In  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  Judge 
Cadwalader  delivered  an  opinion  in  September, 
1863,  a  condensation   of    which  is  subjoined 
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from  the  New  York  Tribune  of  September  11, 
1863: 

The  powers  conferred  by  the  Constitution  upon  Congress, 
to  raise  and  support  armies  and  make  rules  fur  tlieir  gov- 
ernment, are  distinct  from  tlio  powers  which  are  conferred 
on  it  as  to  the  militia  of  the  respective  States.  Until  the 
act  in  question,  the  national  armies  had  been  raised  by  vol- 
untary enlistment.  The  system  of  enrollment  and  di'aft 
had  long  been  matured  as  to  the  militia  of  the  States.  But 
until  the  summer  of  1862  the  utmost  penalty  for  not  serv- 
ing when  chafted  from  such  militia  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States  had  been  pecuniary,  with  limited  imprison- 
ment for  non-i)aymeut.  The  act  of  Congress  of  17th  July, 
1862,  authorized  impressment  into  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  of  those  persons  drafted  from  the  militia 
under  that  act,  who,  when  ordered  to  attend  at  the  place  of 
muster,  disobeyed. 

The  specific  power  of  impressment  had  not  been  previ- 
ously conferred.  But,  under  the  former  system,  though  the 
fine  for  not  serving  had,  wheu,rcceived,  been  considered  an 
equivalent  for  service,  the  payment  had  nevertheless  been 
enforced,  or  the  pen.ilty  of  imprisonment  inflicted  by  courts- 
martial  when  the  money  was  not  otherwise  collected.  The 
constitutionality  of  this  former  jurisdiction  of  courts-mar- 
tial may  be  considered  as  established.  (5  'Wheaton  1.)  It 
would  not  have  been  constitutionnl  if  disobedience  to  attend 
at  a  place  of  muster  had  not  been  a  military  offence.  Con- 
gress, unless  it  had  the  power  of  absolutely  subjecting  a 
drafted  person  to  militarj'  rule  from  the  time  of  the  draft, 
could  not  have  thus  made  his  disobedience  before  he  was 
mustered  into  service  a  military  oifence. 

The  act  of  Congress  of' 1795,  which  fixed  the  time  of 
arrival  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  as  the  period  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  military  service,  might  constitutionally, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  have  made  the  time 
of  draft  the  period.  (5  Wheaton,  17, 18,  30,  and  see  pp.  36, 
S7,  56,  64,  65.)  The  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  17th  July, 
1S62,  when  the  question  was  considered  here  in  March  last, 
in  McCaU's  case,  appeared  therefore  to  be  established  by 
authority.  If  the  question  had  been  thought  an  open  one, 
the  same  view  of  tho  effect  of  the  Constitution  would  have 
been  taken. 

Tho  act  of  3d  of  March,  1S63,  has  adopted  a  like  system 
on  an  extended  scale,  for  the  pm'pose  of  raising  national 
armies  independently  of  the  mflitia  of  the  States.  Under 
the  former  laws  which  have  been  mentioned,  a  question 
6uch  as  that  now  under  consideration  could  not  arise.  The 
question  imder  those  laws  could  only  have  been  that  of  a 
military  courfs  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  a  pei-sou  who 
having  been  lawfully  drafted  already  owed  military  service. 
Tliere  could  not  have  been  any  dispute  that  the  primary 
question  whether  he  had  been  lawfully  drafted  or  wus 
liable  to  serve,  was  open  to  decision  by  the  orilinary  tribu- 
nals under  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Here,  however,  the 
question  is  whether  a  military  commission  can  so  decide  the 
original  question  of  liability  to  servo  as  absolutely  as  to 
deprive  all  other  tribunals  of  cognizance  of  it. 

The  enactments  of  the  law  in  question  are  not  so  ar- 
ranged that  its  provisions  for  the  i>reparatory  enrollmeat, 
and  those  for  the  draft,  are  always  sejiarated.  They  must 
however,  be  kept  distinct  when  they  are  considered  with 
reference  to  the  Constitution.  The  most  unlimited  system 
of  mere  enrollment  could  not  be  constitutionMly  objec- 
tionable. 

But  a  system  of  drafting  might  be  arbitrary  and  latitu- 
dinarian  to  such  an  extent  as_  to  encroach  upon  constitiv- 
tioual  rights.  *****  "The  constitutional  authority 
to  enact  the  law  which  is  under  consideration  was  derived 
e.xclusivelj'  from  the  power  to  raise  armies.  It  cannot  be 
enlarged  under  the  authority  which  the  Constitution  also 
confers  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
the  powers  delegated,  this  one  included,  into  execution. 

After  citing  the  provisioa  of  the  act,  the 
judge  says  : 

This  review  of  the  principal  enactment  of  the  law  suffices 
to  indicate  its  general  pui'poses.  The  organization  of  armies 
under  it  is  to  cease  on  tho  termination  of  the  civil  war,  for 
■whose  exigencies  it  provides;  and  the  term  of  service  of 
those  drafted  under  it  cannot  exceed  three  years,  though 
the  war  should  continue  longer.  Such  limitations  of  the 
time  would  liave  prevented  the  compulsory  requirement  of 
military  service  from  being  unconstitutional,  though  it  had 
included  every  able-bodied  male  inhabitant. 

[From  the  Illinois  State  Journal  of  Juno  17, 1864.] 

THE  CONSTITDTIONAUTT  OF  THE  rXROLLMENT  ACT  AFFIRMED. 

In  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  Judges  David  Davis 
and  S.  H.  Treat  upon  the  bench,  an  import  iot  decision  was 
rendered  on  the  15th  instant.  It  was  on  a  motion  to  quash 
the  indictment  in  the  case  of  "The  United  States  agt.  John 
Graham  and  others,"  for  resistance  to  the  enroUmeut  in 
18 


Fulton  county  last  summer.  The  case  was  ably  argued  for 
the  prosecution  by  Messrs.  Lawrence  Weldon  and  W.  II. 
Ilerndon,  and  by  Messrs.  Judd  and  James  for  the  defence. 
Tho  court  rendered  a  decision  afiirming  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  enrollment  act,  based  upon  the  provision  of  tho 
Constitution  empowering  Congress  to  raise  and  equip 
armies.  This  is  the  first  decision  under  the  enri>llment  act 
rendered  in  this  State,  and  is  therefore  important.  The 
motion  to  quash  the  indictment  was  granted, on  theground 
that  the  punishment  of  the  particular  class  of  offenders 
charged  was  not  specifically  provided  for  in  the  act  of  July, 
1863.  It  was  admitted,  however,  that  the  act  as  amendeLl 
by  the  act  of  February,  1864,  covers  the  whole  point,  and 
that,  as  the  law  now  stands,  resistance  to  the  enrollment  is 
liable  to  the  severest  penalties.  The  decision  was  ren- 
dered by  Judge  Treat,  Judge  Davis  concurring. 

THE  TWO  DECISIONS  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

A  majority  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  as  constituted  in  No- 
vember, 1863,  pronounced  the  enrollment  law 
unconstitutionpl.  Chief  Ju  ;tice  Lowrie  and 
Justices  George  W.  Woodward  and  Jamea 
Thompson  concurred  in  this  judgment,  and  Jus- 
tices William  Strong  and  John  M.  Read  dis- 
sented. These  points  are  covered  by  the  de- 
cision :  ^  , 

1.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  recognizes  only 
two  sorts  of  military  land  forces,  viz.,  "  the  militia,"  and 
the  "  regular  or  standing  army." 

2.  The  conscription  act  of  March  3, 1863,  is  not  foundecl 
on  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  jirovides  for  call- 
ing forth  the  militia,  because  the  persons  drafted  under  the 
act  are  not  to  bo  armed,  organized,  and  disciplined  under 
the  militia  law,  nor  are  they  called  forth  under  State  offi- 
cers, as  required  by  the  Constitution. 

3.  There  is  no  power  given  to  recruit  the  regular  Army 
by  forced  levies.  This  can  only  be  done  by  voluntary  en- 
listments. 

4.  The  mode  of  "  raising  armies"  by  forced  recruiting  for 
the  suppression  of  rebellion  or  insuiToction  is  not  author- 
ized by  the  Constitution,  because  such  causes  are  expressly 
provided  for  by  tho  power  therein  given  for  calling  out  the 
dormant  forces,  or  militia. 

5.  The  Constitution  authorizes  levies  of  the  "  militia  of 
tho  States"  in  its  organized  form  in  cases  of  rebellion  and 
invitsion,  but  in  no  other  case  or  mode  than  is  therein  pro- 
vided. 

6.  The  mode  of  coercion  provided  for  this  purpose  by  tho 
act  of  March  3, 1802,  is  imconstitutional,  because 

(1.)  It  is  incompatible  with  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution relative  to  the  militia. 

(2.)  It  exhausts  tho  militia  force  of  the  several  States, 
which  existed  as  an  institution  before  the  formation  of  the 
Federal  Government,  a!iil  was  not  only  not  granted  away 
but  expressl''  reserved  at  tho  formation  of  the  Constitution ; 
annuls  the  remedy  for  insuiToction  expressly  prorided  by 
tho  Constitution,  and  subsiitutes  a  new  one  not  therein 
provided  for ;  and  converts  into  national  forces  as  part  of 
the  regular  array  of  the  General  Government  the  whole 
militia  force  of  the  States,  not  on  the  contingency  therein 
provided  for  nor  in  the  form  therein  prescribed,  but  entirely 
irrespective  thereof 

(3.)  It  incorporates  into  this  new  national  force  every 
ciril  officer  of  the  State  except  tho  Governor,  and  every  offi- 
cer of  its  social  institutions  and  military  organization  within 
the  prescribed  age,  thus  subjecting  the  civil,  social,  and 
military  organizations  of  the  States  to  the  Federal  power  to 
"raise  armies." 

(4.)  It  provides  for  a  thorough  fusion  of  the  army  and  the 
militia,  two  forces  which  are  kept  distinct  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, by  investing  the  President  \vith  power  to  assign  the 
soldiers  obtained  by  the  draft  to  any  corps,  regiment,  or 
branch  of  service  at  his  pleasure. 

(5.)  It  subjects  the  citizen  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war 
before  he  is  in  "actual  service,"  and  proposes  to  effect  this 
purpose  by  merely  drawing  his  name  from  a  wheel  and 
serving  notice  of  that  fact  upon  him. 

The  key-note  of  Judge  Woodward's  opinioa 
is  this  paragraph  : 

The  great  vice  of  the  ronscript  lawis,  that  it  is  founded 
on  an  assumption  that  Congress  rnay  take  away,  not  the 
State  rights  of  tho  cilizen,  but  tho  security  and  foundation 
of  his  State  rights.  And  how  long  is  c  ivil  liberty  expected 
to  last,  after  the  securities  of  civil  liberty  are  destroyed? 
The  Constitution  "of  tho  United  States  committed  tho  liber- 
ties of  the  cilizen  in  part  to  tho  Federal  Government,  but. 
expressly  reserved  to  the  Slates,  and  the  people  of  the 
States,  all  it  did  not  delegate.    It  gave  the  General  Govern- 
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ment  a  standing  army,  but  left  to  the  States  their  militia.  1 
Its  purposes  in  all  this  balanciug  of  powers  were  wise  and 
good,  but  this  legislation  disregards  these  distinctions  and 
upturns  the  whole  system  of  government  when  it  converts 
the  State  militia  into  "  National  forces,"  and  claims  to  use 
and  govern  them  as  such. 

Chief  Justice  Lowrie  and  Justice  Thompson 
elaborate  the  same  point. 

1864,  Jan.  16 — The  same  court,  then  differently 
constituted  by  the  defeat  of  Chief  Justice  Low- 
rie at  the  October  election  and  the  choice  of 
Daniel  i^gnew,  directed  the  orders  granted  in 
the  cases  heard  in  November  to  be  vacated,  and 
affirming  the  constitutionality  of  the  enroll- 
ment act,  overruled  the  motions  for  injunctions 
to  restrain  certain  provost  marshals  from  pro- 
ceeding with  the  enrollment  and  draft.  Messrs. 
Strong,  Read  and  Agnew  constituted  the  major- 
ity, and  Woodward  and  Thompson  the  mi- 
nority. 

Justice  Agnew  closed  his  opinion  with  sta- 
ting these  conclusions  : 

The  constitutional  authority  to  use  the  national  forces 
creates  a  corresponding  duty  to  provide  a  number  ade- 
quate to  the  necessity.  The  duty  is  vital  and  essential, 
falling  back  on  the  fundamental  right  of  self-preservation, 
and  the  powers  expressed  to  declare  war,  raise  armies, 
maintain  navies,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence. 
Power  and  duty  now  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  extremity 
until  every  available  man  in  the  nation  is  called  into  ser- 
vice, if  the  emergency  requires  it,  and  o''  this  there  can  be 
no  judge  but  Congress. 

They  may  proceed,  therefore,  to  the  exhaustion  of  the 
whole  element  from  which  the  State  draws  its  militia,  for 
the  people,  under  the  two  poweis,.are  the  same  ;  while  the 
supremacy  of  the  national  power,  provided  in  section  2  of 
article  6,  necessarily  draws  to  itself  the  whole  number,  if 
required  by  the  exigency,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  State 
power. 

And  in  reason  why  should  a  major  power  be  restricted 
by  a  minor  ?  The  power  to  raise  armies  comprehends  for 
its  purposes  the  whole  scope  of  the  purposes  of  armies, 
while  the  authority  to  call  out  the  militia  is  confined  to  the 
enumerated  three. 

But  it  is  a  mistake  in  fact  to  say  this  case  exhausts  the 
militia.  It  enrolls  probably  all  ;  for  how  can  any  be  draft- 
ed without  all  be  known  ?  But  the  dr.ift  is  confined  to  so 
many  as  are  needed  for  the  emcrgenc}',  while  the  others 
remain  in  the  militia.  And  if  you  deny  the  power  to  re- 
peat the  draft,  what  is  that  but  to  say  your  force  shall  not 
increase  with  the  necessity? 

Xor  is  it  true  that  the  enrollment  under  this  law  exhausts 
the  militia.  Neither  the  law  of  Congress,  nor  the  laws  of 
the  States,  so  far  as  we  know  them,  have  enrolled  all  able 
bodied  men  capable  of  militia  duty.  A  wide  margin  yet 
exists  in  the  law  of  the  nation  ;  but  we  do  hear  of  this 
margin  being  written  all  over  in  the  seceded  States. 

As  to  the  objection  to  the  13th  section,-  providing  the 
punishment  ot  desertion  for  those  who  fail  to  appear,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  say,  we  cannot  presume  the  complainant 
will  be  guilty  of  failing  to  perform  his  legal  duty  subse- 
quent to  the  draft,  when  he  finds  the  law  valid  which 
drafts  him.  He  asks  us  to  relieve  him  from  the  draft,  not 
from  a  military  trial  for  misconduct.  Whenever  he  chooses 
to  incur  the  proposed  penalty  for  disobeying  a  valid  law,  it 
will  be  in  time  for  the  proper  tribunal  to  arrest  an  illegal 
mode  of  punishment. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  is  unnecessary  to  a  decision. 
Tlie  point  is  too  important,  the  cases  too  numerous,  and  the 
labor  too  great.  It  should  therefore  be  left  for  a  decision 
when  it  shall  have  to  be  met. 

For  all  those  reasons  I  concur  in  rescinding  the  order  for 
a  prelimmary  injimction. 

GOVEBNOR  SEYMOUR  AND  THE  DRAFT. 

The  result  of  the  repeated  conferences  between 
the  State  authorities  of  New  York  and  the  War 
Department,  was  to  ascertain  that  the  State  had 
been  called  to  furnish  12,533  men  more  than 
her  quota;  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
that  State,  during  its  late  session,  passed  this 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  and  are  Iiere- 
oy  tendered  to  his  E.xcellency  Governor  Seymour  for  calling 


the  attention  of  the  General  Government  at  Washington 
to  the  errors  in  the  apportionment  of  the  quota  of  this  State 
under  the  enrollment  act  of  3d  March,  1S63,  and  for  his 
prompt  and  efficient  efforts  in  procuring  a  correction  of  the 
same. 

GENERAL  m'cLELLAN  URGED  A  DRAFT  IN  1861. 

Soon  after  General  McClellan  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  army,  succeeding  General  Scott, 
he  wrote  this  letter  to  the  President: 

Washington,  August  20, 1861. 
Sib  :  I  have  just  received  the  inclosed  dispatch  in  cipher 
Colonel  Marcy  knows  what  he  eayg,  and  is  of  the  coolest 
judgment.  1  recommend  that  the  Secretary  of  War  ascer- 
tain at  once  liy  telegram  how  the  enrollmeat  proceeds  in 
New  York  and  elsewhere,  and  that,  if  it  is  not  proceeding 
with  great  rapidity,  drafts  to  be  made  at  once.  We  must 
have  men  without  delay. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOUai:  B.  McCLKLLAN,  Maj.  Gen.  U.S.A. 

DISPATCH   FROM   COL.   E.  B.   MARCY   TO  GENERAL  MCCLELLAN. 

New  York,  August  2i),  1861. 
I  urge  upon  you  to  make  a  positive  and  imconditional  de- 
mand for  an  immediate  draft  of  the  additional  troops  you 
require.  Men  will  not  viduiitecr  now,  and  drafting  is  the 
only  successful  plan.  Thepeople  will  applaud  such  a  course, 
rely  upon  it.    1  will  be  in  Washington  to-morrow. 

E.  B.  MARCY. 

Colored  Soldiers. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

1862,  July  17 — These  provisions  became  law: 

That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
receive  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  intreuchments,  or  performing  camp  ser- 
vice, or  any  other  labor,  or  any  military  or  naval  service  for 
which  they  may  be  Ibund  competent,  persons  of  African  de- 
scent; and  such  persons  shall  be  enrolled  and  organized 
under  such  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws,  as  the  President  may  prescribe. 

That  wlieii  any  man  or  b(jy  of  African  descent,  who  by 
the  laws  of  any  State  shall  owe  service  or  labor  to  any  per- 
son who,  during  the  present  rebellion,  has  levied  war  or  has 
borne  iirms  against  the  United  "States,  or  adhered  to  their 
enemies  by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  shall  render  any 
such  ser\'iee  as  is  provided  for  in  this  act,  he,  his  mother, 
aud  Ilia  wife  and  children  shall  forever  thereafter  be  free, 
any  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding :  Provided,  That  the  mother,  wife  and  child- 
ren of  such  man  or  boy  of  African  descent  sliall  not  be 
made  free  by  the  operation  of  this  act  except  where  such 
mother,  wife  or  children  owe  service  or  labor  to  some  pei^ 
son  Avho,  during  the  present  rebellion,  has  borne  aiuia 
against  the  United  States  or  adhered  to  their  enemies  by 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 

That  the  expenses  incurred  to  carry  this  act  into  effect 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  general  appropriation  for  the  army 
and  volunteers. 

That  all  perscms  who  have  been  or  shall  be  hereafter  en- 
rolled in  the  service  of  the  United  States  under  this  act 
shall  receive  the  pay  and  rations  now  allowed  by  law  to 
soldiers,  aecoriiing  to  their  respective  grades:  I'rovided, 
lliat  persons  of  African  descent,  who  under  this  law  shall 
bo  employed,  shall  receive  ten  dollars  per  month  and  one 
ration,  three  dollar's  of  which  monthly  pay  may  be  in 
clothing. 

1863,  May  3— Section  10  of  the  Enfjineer  bill 
provides  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to 
be  enlisted,  for  each  cook,  two  under-cooks,  of 
African  descent,  who  shall  receive  for  their 
full  compensation  ten  dollars  per  month,  and 
one  ration  per  day — three  dollars  of  said  month- 
ly pay  may  be  in  clothing. 

1863,  March  3 — Includes  all  able-bodied 
males. 

1864,  Feb.  24— (Section  24)  directs  that  all 
able-bodied  male  colored  persons  between 
twenty  and  forty-five,  resident  in  the  United 
States,  shall  be  enrolled  and  form  part  of  the 
national  forces.  When  a  slave  of  a  loyal  m.is- 
ter  shall  be  drafted,  his  master  shall  have  a 
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certificate  and  the  bounty  of  $100  and  the  slave 
shall  be  free.  [For  whole  section,  and  for  other 
votes  on  colored  soldiers,  see  other  pages.] 

IN  SENATE. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  bill  of  1862, 

18G2,  July  10 — Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or  any  mili- 
tary or  naval  service  for  which  they  may  be 
found  competent;"  which  was  rejected — yeas 
11,  nays  27,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  CarliU,  Cowan,  Davis,  ITonderson,  Kcn- 
ned'i,  Pou-ell,  Saulshury,  Stark,  Willey,  Wihon  of  Missouri, 
Wriqht—n. 

X.vTS — Mossrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lam' r,  Doolittle,  Fcssenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Howard, liinjr,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morrill,  Pomcroy,  lilce,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkiuson,  Vrilson  of  Massachu- 
setts— 27. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  limit  the  section  to 
"free''  persons  of  African  descent,  and  to 
"  such  persons  of  African  descent  as  may  owe 
service  or  labor  to  persons  engaged  in  the  re- 
bellion ;"  which  was  negatived — yeas  13,  nays 
22,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Erowninfr,  Cowan.  Davis,  Hender- 
Bon,  Lane  of  Indiana,  McDoi'sall,  l-'owcll,  Rice,  Stark,  Wil- 
ley. Wilson  of  Missouri,  Wright — 13. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamcr,  Doolittle,  Fes- 
senden.  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  King, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massap 
chusctts — 22. 

Mr.  Hendebson  moved  to  add  the  following  : 

Provided,  That  all  loyal  persons  entitled  to  the  service 
or  labor  of  such  persons,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State 
in  which  the  owner  of  such  slave  may  reside,  employed 
under  the  pro\-isions  of  this  act,  shall  be  compensated  for 
the  loss  of  such  service. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  20,  nays  lY,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ero-n-nlng,  Collamer,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Henderson,  Howe, 
Lano  of  Indiana,  McVoiif/aU,  Powell,  Simmons,  Stark,  Ten 
Eyck;  Willey,  Wilson  of  5Iissoiu-i,  Wngltt — 20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harris,  Howard,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomcroy, 
Sherman,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts — 17. 

Mr.  L.\NE,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  amend  the 
section  by  "directing"  as  well  as  "authoriz- 
ing" the  President  to  receive  into  the  service, 
&c.,  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SuERMAN  moved  to  amend  by  making  the 
section  read — 

That  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African  descent,  who  by 
the  laws  of  Hny  State  shall  owe  service  or  labor  to  any  per- 
son who,  during  the  present  rebellion,  has  levied  war  or 
borne  arms  ag:-jinst  the  United  States,  or  adhered  to  their 
enemies  by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  shall  render  any 
such  service  as  is  provided  for  in  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
he,  his  mother,  and  his  wife  and  children  shall  forever 
thereafter  be  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatsoever  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  22,  nays  16,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  BroT\'ning,  Collamer,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe, 
Kennedy,  Lane  of  Indiana,  McDougaU,  Rice,  Sherman^ 
Simmons,  Stark,  Ten  Eyck,  Willey,  Wilso7i  of  Missouri, 
Wright— 22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Har- 
lan, King,  Lane  of  Kansife,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Mass — 16. 

The  bill  was  then  dropped,  and,  July  14, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
calling  forth  the  militia,  containing  the  pro- 
visions which  were  finally  passed,  and  provid- 


ing that  when  any  man  or  boy  ^f  African 
descent  shall  render  any  such  service,  he,  hi9 
mother,  and  his  wife  and  children  are  forever 
thereafter  to  be  free.        July  15, 

Mr.  Browning  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
liberating  the  mother,  wife,  and  children;  which 
was  negatived — yeas  17,  nays  20  : 

Yeas — Jlesers.  Browning.  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doo- 
little, Foster.  Harris,  Ileuderson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Powell, 
Rice.  Sauhbi'.ry,  Sherman,  Stark,  Ton  Eyck,  Wilson  of 
Missouri,  Wright — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 
rill, Pomer(i3',  Simmons.  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkin- 
son, Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachuetts.^iO. 

Mr.  Browning  moved  to  limit  the  liberation 
of  the  mother,  wife,  and  children  to  cases  in 
which  the  owner  has  borne  arms  against  tlie 
United  States  or  adhered  to  their  enemies,  by 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort;  which  was  agreed 
to — yeas  21,  nays  IG,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Browning,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doo- 
little, Fessenden,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Kennedy,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  Powell,  Rice,  Sauhhury,  Sherman.  Simmons, 
Stark,  Ten  Eyck,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Missouri,  Wright — 21. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Har- 
lan, Howard,  Howe,  King.  Lane  of  Kansas,  Sumner,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  Wilkinson,  VV'ilmot,  Wilsou  of  Massachusetts— 
10. 

The  bill  was  passed — yeas  28,  nays  9,  [Bay- 
ard, Carltle,  Davis,  Kennedy,  Powell,  Saulsbury, 
Stark,  AVilley,  Wilson  of  Missouri.) 

1862,  May  16 — Pending  the  consideration  of 
a  bill  to  suppress  insurrection  and  to  punish 
treason  and  rebellion, 

Mr  Davis  moved  to  strike  from  the  first  sec- 
tion the  words  "  and  all  his  slaves,  if  any,  shall 
be  declared  and  made  free,"  and  make  the  im- 
prisonment not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 
twenty  years  ;  which  was  rejected — yeas  7, 
nays  31,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Davis,  McDougall,  Pearce,  Powell,  Sauls- 
bv.ry,  Slark,  Wilson  of  Missouri — 7. 

Nays — Blessrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer, Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sim- 
mons, Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Willey,  Wilmot, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wright — 31. 

May  19 — Mr.  Powell  moved  to  strike  out  the 
eleventh  section : 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to 
employ  as  many  persons  of  African  descent  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  and  projicr  for  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  may  organize  and  use  them  in  such 
manner  as  he  may  judge  best  for  the  pubhc  welfare. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  11,  nays  25,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Carlile,  Davis,  Hendereon,  Latham.  Pearce, 
Powell,  Saulsbury,  Stark,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Jlissouii,  Wriylxt 
—11. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster.  Grimes, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Pomeroy, 
Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
Wilmot,  Wilson  of  M.assachusetts — 25. 

The  bill  did  not  get  to  a  final  vote. 
IN  HOUSE. 

July  16 — The  Senate  bill  quoted  above  was 
taken  up,  when 

Mr.  HoLMAN  moved  that  it  do  He  upon  the 
table,  which  was  negatived — yeas  30,  nays  77, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  WiUiani  Allen,  William  J.  ATlen,  Diddle, 
Calvert,  denmnts,  Cohb,  Cox,  Cri.rfield,  Dunlap,  Foukr,  Gri- 
der.  Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lnzear, 
Malkiry,  May,  Mayoard,  Memia,  PendUimi,  John  S.  PItelps, 
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Shiel,  John  %.  Steele,   WilUam  G.  Steele,  StiUs,  Webster, 
WicUiffe—oO. 

Nats— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Sanniel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffinton, 
Campbell,  Colfax,  Roscoe  Conkliug,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes, 
Duell,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Ely,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Frank, 
Goodwin,  Granger,  Ilaight,  Ilale,  Hanchett,  Hooper,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Francis'W.  Kellogg,  ^Villiam  Kellogg,  Leary,  Loomis, 
Lovejoy,  Low,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Moorliead,  Anson  V. 
Morrill,  Justin  S.  Momll,  Nixon,  Nodi,  Olin,  Patton,  Timo- 
thy G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Porter,  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
John  II.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedg- 
vrick.  Shanks,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Smith,  Spaulding, 
Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Train,  Trimble, 
Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace,  AValton, 
Ward,  Wilson,  Windom,  Worcester — 77. 

The  bill  tliea  passed. 

OTHER    PEOCEEDINGS    ON    THIS    SUBJECT. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

1863,  January  27 — Mr.  Stevens  offered  a  bill 
for  the  enlistment  of  150,000  soldiers,  persons 
of  color  or  of  African  descent,  to  serve  for  live 
years,  and  to  receive  a  bounty  of  $5,  and  pay 
at  the  rate  of  $10  per  montla,  recruiting  sta- 
tions to  be  established  in  free  or  slave  States, 
regimental  officers  to  be  white,  company  officers 
Avhite  or  colored  as  the  President  may  direct. 
Slaves  and  freemen  may  be  enlisted;  such  per- 
sons shall  never  again  be  slaves  but  the  United 
States  shall  pay  for  such  of  them  as  belong  to 
persons  not  disloyal. 

Mr.  Hickman  offered  a  substitute  authorizing 
the  organization  of  three  hundred  colored  regi- 
ments to  be  uniformed  in  a  special  and  marked 
manner,  to  serve  for  seven  years,  at  a  monthly 
pay  of  $6  50,  one  half  to  be  retained  till  dis- 
charged— their  officers  to  be  of  collegiate  edu- 
cation and  receive  twice  the  pay  of  other  offi- 
cers. The  bill  contained  a  colonization  feature, 
and  appropriated  the  proceeds  of  confiscation 
to  be  applied  to  educational  purposes  in  the 
States  in  which  the  property  confiscated,  lies. 

The  bill  was  repeatedly  before  the  House,  was 
severely  "filibustered,"  and  was  finally  modi- 
fied by  Mr.  Stevens  to  read  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
That  the  President  be,  and  ho  is  hereby,  authorized  to  en- 
roll, arm,  equip,  and  receive  into  the  land  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  such  numljer  of  volunteers  of  African 
descent  as  he  may  deem  useful  to  suppress  the  present  re- 
bellion, for  such  term  of  service  as  he  may  prescribe,  not 
exceeding  five  years.  The  said  volunteers  to  be  organized 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the  branch  of  service  in 
wluch  tliey  may  be  enlisted,  to  receive  the  same  rations, 
clothing,  and  equipments  as  other  volunteers,  and  a  monthly 
pay  not  to  exceed  that  of  other  volunteers;  to  be  officered 
by  persons  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  President, 
and  to  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and 
Buch  other  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  President :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained,  or 
in  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  shall  be  so  consliued  as  to 
authorize  or  permit  any  officer  of  African  descent  to  bo  ap- 
pointed to  rank,  or  to  exercise  military  or  naval  authority 
over  white  otiicers,  soldiers,  or  men  in  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States ;  nor  shall  any  greater  pay  than 
ten  dollars  per  month,  with  the  usual  allowance  of  clothing 
and  rations,  be  allowed  or  paid  to  privates  or  laborers  of 
African  descent  wliich  are,  or  m.'iy  be,  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States :  Provided  further.  That 
the  slaves  of  loyal  citizens  in  the  States  exemjit  by  the 
President's  proclamation  of  January  1,  186.3,  shall  not  be 
received  into  the  armed  service  of  the  United  States,  nor 
shall  there  be  recruiting  offices  opened  in  either  of  the 
States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  West  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  or  Missouri,  without  the  consent  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  said  State  having  been  first  obtained. 

February  2 — It  passed  the  House — yeas  85, 
Bays  57.     The  Nays  were — 
VNats — Messrs.  William  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 


Batly,  Biddle,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Calvert,  Clements,  Cobb,  Cox, 
Cravens,  Crixfdd,  Crittenden,  Delaplaine,  Granger,  Grider, 
Tlaifjht,  lla\c.  Hall,  Earding,  Harrison,  Holman,  Horton, 
Johnson,  William  Kellogg,  Kerrigan,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary, 
Mallory,  May,  Maynard,  Menzies,  Morris,  Kohle,  Norton, 
Odcll,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Price,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins, 
Sliiel,  Stiles,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Vallan- 
digham,  Yihbard,  Wadsworth,  Webster,  Whaley,  Chilton 
A.  White,  Wickliffc,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Wright,  Teaman — 57. 

February  13 — The  Senate  Committee  reported 
adversely  to  its  passage. 

IN  SENATE. 
Pending  the  engineer  bill, 
March  2 — Mr.  Davis  offered  this  new  section: 

That  no  negro,  free  or  slave,  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  mili- 
tary, marine,  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to — yeas  12,  ncys  23, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Davis,  Henderson,  Hicks,  Kenmedy,  iVes- 
mith.  Powell,  Richardson,  Saulshury,  Turpie,  Wall,  Willey, 
Wilson  of  Missouri — 12. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Doo- 
little,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan, 
Harris,  IIowar<l,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kausiis, 
Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wilkin- 
son, Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 23. 

Mr.  Powell  offered  to  amend  the  eighth  sec- 
tion by  adding  this  proviso: 

Provided,  That  no  person  of  African  descent  shall  be 
commissioned  or  hold  an  office  in  the  army  of  the  United 

Slates. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  18,  nays  17,  as 
follows  : 

Veas — Cowan,  Davis.  Harding,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hicks, 
Howe,  Kennedy,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nesmith.  Powell.  Rich- 
ardson, Saulsbury,  Ten  Eyck,  Turpie,  Wall,  Willey,  Wxlson 
of  Missouri — 18. 

N.w.s — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Doolittle,  Fessenden, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howard,  King,  Lane  of  Kan- 
sas, Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wil- 
son of  Massachusetts — 17 . 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  add  to  the 
above  proviso  the  following  words  : 

Except  company  officers  in  companies  composed  exclu- 
sively ol  persons  of  African  descent. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  19,  nays  17,  aa 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Doolittle,  Fes- 
senden, Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson, 
Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Cowan,  Davis,  Harding,  Harris,  Hender-. 
son.  Hicks,  Howard,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nesmith,  Powell, 
Richardson,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Wall,  Willey, 
Wilson  of  Missouri — 17. 

The  eighth  section  was  then  stricken  out 
without  a  division. 

PAY  OF  COLORED  SOLDIERS. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

18G4,  February  23 — The  Senate  considered 
the  joint  resolution  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers. 

Mr.  Cowan  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  insert : 

That  from  and  after  the  pa-ssage  of  this  joint  resolution 
the  soldiers  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  same 
grade  and  ser™e,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  rations, 
and  pensions. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  insert  the  following  as  a 
substitute :  % 

All  negroes  and  mulattoes.  by  whatever  term  designated, 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  discharged  from  such  ser- 
vice, and  shall  be  disarmed  as  soon  us  practicable ;  but  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  retain  such  of  said  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  as  he  sliall  dceiu  proper  in  theniilltary 
service  aa  teamsters  and  '  -s;  and  the  cunimanUauts  o/ 
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the  respective  regiments  to  which  said  slaves  mny  be  at- 
tached shall  issue  to  their  owner  or  owners  a  certificate  of 
their  employment  in  the  service  of  the  Government. 

That  every  loyal  owner  of  any  slave  that  lias  been  here- 
tofore, or  that  may  hereafter  he  taken  into  the  service,  or 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fair 
and  reasonable  compensation  for  the  service  of  such  slave 
for  the  time  such  slave  may  have  been,  or  may  be,  in  such 
service,  to  be  paid  quarterly ;  and  where  any  slave  may 
have  been  killed  or  died  from  exposure,  or  may  have  been 
disabled  in  such  service,  the  owner  or  owners  of  all  such 
slave  or  slaves  shall  be  entitled  to  such  compensation  as  will 
reasonably  satisfy  them  for  all  damages  that  he,  she,  or 
they  may  have  sustained  by  reason  of  the  death  or  disa- 
bility of  any  such  slave  or  slaves.  And  where  any  such 
slave  or  slaves  may  become  a  fugitive,  and  be  not  returned 
to  the  owner,  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  such  owner  or 
owners  the  reasonable  value  of  the  service  of  said  slave  or 
slaves. 

That  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  slave,  entitled  to  pay 
and  compensation,  as  hereinbefore  provided  for,  may  make 
out  his,  her,  or  their  account  therefor  against  the  United 
States,  and  upon  tiling  the  same  at  the  Treasury  Department, 
sustained  by  vouchers  and  proofs  as  are  required  ordinarily 
to  support  accounts  against  the  United  States,  the  same 
shall  be  aucUted  and  paid  by  the  proper  officers  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  7,  nays  30,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buclcalew,  CarlUe,  Davis,  Powell,  Riddle, 
Saulsbury,  Wright — 7. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamor,  Conness,  Dixon, 
Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Uardiug,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Xesmith,  Ramsey, 
Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Willey, 
Wilson— 30. 

February  25 — Mr.  Collamer  moved  to  amend 
by  adding  to  the  resolution  the  following  : 

All  persons  enlisted  or  mustered  into  service  as  volunteers 
under  tlie  call  dated  October  17, 1863,  for  three  hundred 
thousand  volunteers,  who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment 
actually,  and  for  six  months  pre\ious  had  been,  resident  in- 
habitants of  the  State  in  which  they  volunteered,  shall  re- 
ceive from  the  United  States  the  same  amount  of  bounty 
without  regard  to  color :  Provided,  kmvever,  That  the  fore- 
going provision  shall  not  extend  to  any  State  which  the 
President  by  proclamation  has  declared  in  a  state  of  insur- 
rection. 

Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  the  words  : 
And  provided  also,  That  all  persons  whose  papers  of  en- 

listmem  show  that  they  were  enlisted  under  the  act  of 
O^ngrcss  of  July,  1861,  shall  receive  from  the  time  of  their 
enlistment  the  pay  promised  by  that  statute. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  19,  nays  18,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Dixon,  Doolit- 
tle.  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Harding,  Howard,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Van  Winkle,  Wilson — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buclcalew,  Chandler,  Davis,  Grimes,  Har- 
lan, Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane 
of  Imliaua,  Nesmith,  Pmvell,  Ramsey,  SauUhury,  Wilkin- 
son, Willey,  Wright— \%, 

Feb.  29 — The  bill  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  again  re- 
ported amended. 

March  10— Mr.  Davis  offered  a  new  section  : 

That  for  every  slave  or  slaves  that  may  have  been  here- 
tofore, or  may  hereafter,  be  taken  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  the  loyal  owner  or  owners  of  such  slave  or 
slaves  shall  bo  entitled  to  their  fair  and  reasonable  value, 
to  be  ascertained  by  three  commissioners  to  bo  appointed 
by  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  district  from 
which  such  slave  or  slaves  may  have  been  taken.  And 
eaid  commissioners  shall  take  evidence  and  report  on  the 
points  of  the  loyalty  and  ownership  of  the  claimants,  and 
the  value  of  such  slave  or'slaves  ;  and  when  said  report 
Is  confirmed  by  the  district  court  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  con- 
clusive on  the  points  embraced  by  it ;  and  on  the  presenta- 
tion of  an  authoritative  copy  of  said  report  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  any  sum  or  sums  therein  appearing  to  bo  due 
any  loyal  owner  or  owners  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
In  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 


Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  6,  nays  31,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Davis,  Johnson,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Riddle, 
Wright — 6. 

Nats  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Sardine/,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Mon-ill,  Pomeroy,  Ram- 
sey, Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, Willey,  Wilson — 01. 

Mr.  Davis  offered  an  additional  section : 

That  in  every  case  where  heretofore  any  person  has  agreed 
to  join,  and  has  in  fact  joined,  or  hereafter  may  join,  the 
miUtary  service  of  the  United  States,  and  has  been  received 
into  the  said  service  by  any  military  officer  thereof,  the  per- 
son so  joining  and  received  into  such  service  shall,  for  all 
purposes  whatever,  be  deemed  to  have  been  regularly  mus- 
tered into  said  service  in  the  position  of  officer,  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  or  private,  in  which  he  may  have  served,  not- 
withstanding he  may  not  have  been  mustered  in  according 
to  law  and  the  regulations  of  the  War  Department. 

Which  was  lost — yeas  7,  nays  29,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Davis,  Bendriclcs,  Johnson,  Nesmith,  Pow- 
ell, Wade,  Wright — 7. 

Nats  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  BuchaUw,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Dixon,  Doohttle,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ram- 
sey, Sherman,  Sumner,  Tea  JEyck,  Van  Winkle,  Willey, 
Wilson— 29. 

The  bill  then  passed — yeas  31,  nays  6,  as 
follows :  , 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness, Cowan,  Dixon,  Doohttle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nesmith,  Pome- 
roy, Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle, 
^Vade,  Willey,  Wilson — 31. 

Nats — Messrs.  BuckaUw,  Davis,  Bendriclcs,  Powell,  Rid- 
dle, Wright— la. 

IN  HOUSE. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  IMilitary 
Affairs,  and  not  reported  upon,  when  the  Sen- 
ate added  propositions  respecting  the  subject 
to  the  army  appropriation  bill,  as  follows  : 
IN  SENATE. 

Pending  the  army  appropriation  bill, 

18G4,  April  22 — Mr.  Wilson  offered  these 
resolutions: 

That  all  persons  of  color  who  have  been  or  may  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall  receive  the 
same  uniform,  clothing,  arms,  equipments,  camp  equipage, 
rations,  medical  and  hospital  attendance,  pay  and  emolu- 
ments, other  than  bounty,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular 
or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States  of  like  arm  of  the 
service,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1864,  and 
that  every  person  of  color  who  shall  hereafter  be  mustered 
into  the  service  shall  receive  such  sums  in  bounty  as  the 
President  shall  order  in  the  different  States  and  parts  of 
the  United  States,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

That  all  persons  enlisted  and  musterrd  into  service  as 
volunteers  under  the  call  dated  October  17,  lS6i,  for  300,000 
volunteers,  who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  actually 
enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the  State  in  which  they 
volunteered,  shall  receive  from  the  United  States  the  same 
amount  of  bounty,  without  regard  to  color. 

That  all  persons  of  color,  who  have  been  enlisted  and 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  pay  and  clothing  allowed  by  law  to 
other  volunteers  in  the  service  from  the  date  of  their  mus- 
ter into  the  service:  Provided,  That  the  same  shall  hav© 
been  pledged  or  promised  to  them  by  any  officer  or  person 
who,  in  making  such  pledge  or  promise,  acted  by  authority 
of  the  War  Department;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby 
authorized  to  determine  any  question  of  fact  arising  under 
this  provision. 

That  the  same  premium  shall  be  allowed  for  each  colored 
recruit  now  mustered,  or  hereafter  to  be  mustered,  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  as  is  or  shall  be  allowed  for 
white  recruits:  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  shall 
previously  give  his  assent  to  the  same. 

Which  were  agreed  to — yeas  31,  nays  5,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Collamer,  Conness, 
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Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Ilardinf),  Henderson,  Uoward,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, McDougull,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Kamsey,  Slier- 
Jnan,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle, 
VVilley,  Wilson — 31. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buckaleiv,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Powell,  Sauls- 
bury — 5. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  add  these  words  as  a  new 
section : 

That  when  the  existing  insurrection  and  rehellion  shall 
have  been  suppressed,  and  the  authority  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  been  re-established  in  the  States 
where  the  people  are  in  rebellion,  all  negroes  then  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  shall  thereupon  be 
discharged  from  such  service. 

WLich  was  disagreed  to — yeas  10,  (Messrs. 
Buckalcw,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Henderson, 
Hendricks,  Jolinson,  McDougall,  Fowell,  Sauls- 
liirii,)  nays  27. 

Mr.  Hendricks  offered  a  new  section  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
of  tlie  army  of  the  United  States  shall  hereafter  be  fifty 
per  cent,  greater  than  is  now  allowed  by  law :  Provided, 
That  the  pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  shall  not  exceed 
twenty-two  dollars  per  month. 

Which  was  dis<agreed  to — yeas  6,  nays  30,  as 

follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckahw,  Carlile,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Lane 
of  Inchaua,  Powell — 6. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Conness,  Cowan,  Liixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Ilardinrj,  Uender^n,  Howard,  Howe, 
McDougall,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroj-,  Ramscj',  Sherman, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  WiUey,  Wilson 
—00. 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  then  passed 
— yeas  36,  nay  1,  (Mr.  Powell.) 

IN  HOUSE. 

April  30 — The  House  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  proposed  to  amend  by  substituting  a 
bill,  making  these  changes.  May  1st  was  fixed 
as  the  date  of  increased  pay  ;  the  bounty  to  be 
given  to  those  colored  soldiers  enlisted  under 
the  call  of  Oct.  17,  1863,  is  limited  to  $100  ; 
and  these  two  sections  are  substituted  for  the 
Senate's  last  two : 

That  in  every  case  where  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to 
the  satisfaclion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  any  regiment, 
or  any  battery,  or  any  compauy  of  cavalry,  of  colored 
troops,  has  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into  tbe  service  of 
the  United  Suites,  uuder  any  authorized  assurance  given 
by  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  or  by  any 
Governor  of  any  Slate,  authorized  thereto  by  the  President 
or  the  Secretary  of  War,  thai  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  such  regiment,  battery,  or  company, 
should  bo  paid  the  same  as  other  troops  of  the  same  arm 
of  the  service,  then  they  shall  be  so  paid  for  the  period  of 
time  counting  from  the  date  of  their  being  respectively 
mustered  into  the  service  to  the  1st  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1S64. 

That  there  may  be  reserved  at  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  under  such  regulation  as  he  may  pre- 
scribe, a  portion  of  the  pay  of  any  colored  soldier,  not 
exceeding  in  any  case  more  than  one-third  thereof,  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  the  family  of  such  soldier,  or  of 
other  near  relatives  dependent  on  him  for  support. 

Mr.  HoLMAN  moved  to  strike  from  the  sec- 
tion the  word  "  pay,"  which  was  lost — yeas  53, 
nays  85. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called;  the 
first  amendment  of  the  House  was  disagreed  to  ; 
and  that  of  the  Senate — being  the  first  para- 
graph of  bill  passed,  April  22,  above — was 
agreed  to — yeas  80,  nays  51,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  John  B.  Blair, 
Blow,  Boutwell,Boyd,  Braudegee,  Broomall,  Cobl),  Cole,  Cres- 
well,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Doming,  Dixon,  Donnelly, 
Driggs,  Kckley,  Eliot.  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Grinnell,  Griswold,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W. 
Uubbaid,  John  U.  Hubbard,  Uulburd,Jenckes,  Julian,  Kel- 


ley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear, 
Marvin,  McBridc,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Norton,  Oddl,  Charles  O'Neill.  Orth,  Pattersor. 
Perham,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Kice, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield.  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  EUihu  B.  Washburne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Win- 
dom— 80. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Brools,  William 
G.  BKCwn,  Clianler,  Clay,  Cox,  Daicsov,  Denisrm,  Eden, 
Eldridye,  Finck,  Gridcr,  nail,  Harding,  Harrivgt/m, 
Charles  SI.  Harris,  Hcrrick,  Holman,  Kervan,  Kivg,  Knapp, 
Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Slarcy,  McDowell,  ilcKinney, 
William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Kohle, 
John  O'JS'eill,  Perry,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  James  S. 
Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Smith,  Jolin  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Stroufe, 
Voorhees,  Whaley,  Whexler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W. 
White,  Fernando  Wood,  Teaman — 51. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  Committee 
{with  regard  to  bounty)  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  Senate  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed 
to — yeas  79,  nays  52. 

The  third  and  fourth  House  amendments  were 
disagreed  to.  The  following  amendment  was 
then  adopted  as  a  substitute  for  the  third  prop- 
osition of  the  Senate  :  , 

That  all  free  persons  of  color  who  have  been  or  may  be 
mustered  into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
shall  from  the  date  of  their  enlistment  receive  the  same 
miiform,  clothing,  arms,  equipments,  camp  equipage,  ra- 
tions, medical  and  hospital  attendance,  pay  and  emoluments, 
and  bounty,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or  volunteer 
forces  of  the  United  States  of  like  arm  of  the  sernce. 

Yeas  73,  nays  55.  The  Nays  were — 
Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Anderson,  Augustus  C 
Baldwin,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Brooks,  WilUani  G.  Brown,  Clianler, 
Clay,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Eden,  Eldrid;ie,  Finck,  Ganson, 
Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin 
G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Philip 
Johnson,  Kernan,  Kin/j,  Knapp,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Marcy, 
William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Mori-is,  Morris^on,  Nol/U,  John 
O'Neill,  Perry,  Radford,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rdlins,  Ross, 
Scott,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strovse,  Voorhees,  AVha- 
ley,Wheder,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Fernando 
Wood,  Yeaman — 55. 

The  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
non-concurred  in,  being  in  another  bill. 

May  3 — The  Senate  insisted  on  its  amend- 
ments, and  appointed  a  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, which. 

May  25 — Reported,  and  recommended  the 
adoption  of  this  section  as  a  substitute  for  those 
adopted  by  the  two  Houses : 

That  in  every  case  where  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to 
the  satisfaction  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War  that  any  regiment 
of  infantry,  or  any  battery,  or  any  company  of  cavalry,  of 
colored  troops  has  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  under  any  authorized  a.ssurance 
given  by  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  or  by 
any  Governor  of  any  State  authorized  thereto  by  tlie  Pres- 
ident or  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  such  regiment,  batterj',  or  coni])any 
shall  bo  paid  the  same  as  other  troops  of  the  same  arm  of 
the  service,  then  they  shall  be  so  paid  for  the  period  of  time 
counting  from  the  date  of  their  being  respectively  mustered 
into  the  service  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1864:  I'rovided, 
hmvever,  Tliat  this  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent 
like  pajment  to  other  colored  troops  from  the  time  of  their 
being  mustered  into  the  service,  if  such  shall  be  held  by 
the  proper  authority  to  be  their  right  uuder  the  law. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  25,  nays  121.  The 
Yeas  were: 

Messrs.  Baily,  Boyd,  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W 
Clark,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Farnsworth,  Garfield,  GriswoUl, 
Hooper,  Kassuii,  McAllister,  McBride,  Mclndoe,  Morrill, 
Amos  Myers,  Perham,  Price,  Schenck,  Shannon,  Smith, 
Smithers,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Whaley,  Woodbridge — 25. 
ANOTHER   COXFEKENCE    KEPORT. 

June  10 — The  second  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence  on   the  army   appropriation  bill   recom- 
mended the  following  section  relating  to  the 
pay  of  colored  troops,  as  a  substitute  : 
That  all  persons  of  color  who  were  free  on  the  19th  dftjr  of 
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Apiil.  lS61,and  who  have  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into 
the  juiiitary  service  of  the  United  States,  ?hall  from  tlie  time 
of  their  enlistment  be  entitled  to  receive  the  pay,  bounty,  and 
clothing  allowed  to  such  persons  by  the  laws  existing  at 
the  time  of  their  enlistment.  And  the  Attorney  General  of 
tha  TJnited  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  determine  any 
question  of  law  arising  under  this  provision.  And  if  the 
Attorney  General  aforesaid  shall  determine  that  auj-  such 
enlisted  persons  are  entitled  to  receive  any  pay,  bounty,  or 
rlothing  in  addition  to  what  they  have  already  received, 
the  Secretary  of  War  shall  make  all  necessary  regulations 
to  enable  the  pay  department  to  make  payment  in  accord- 
ance with  such  determination. 

June  11 — It  was  concurred  in,  without  divis- 
ion in  the  Senate. 

June  13 — The  report  was  adopted  in  the 
House — yeas  12,  nays  58,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Jlassrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Baily,  Baxter,  I3eaman,  Blaine,  Bloir,  Blow,  Boyd,  Brande- 
gee,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon, 
Donnelly,  Drip^s,  Ecklev,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Iligbv, 
Hooper,  Uotchkiss,  Asahel  W.Uubbard,  John  U.  II;:bbard, 
Ingersoll,  Jeuckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Lit- 
tlejohu.  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Sam- 
ael  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Dauiel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
terson, Perhani,  Piko,  Price,  John  II.  Rice,  Scolield,  Shan- 
non, Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer, 
Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Tan  Valkenburgh,  Webster,  \Vil- 
liams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 72. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  C.  AlUn,  William  J.  Allen,  Alley, 
Augustus  O.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Boutwell, 
James  S.  Brown,  Chanlcr,  Cox,  Cravens,  Henry  Winter  Da- 
vi.-!,  Dawes,  Dawson,  J^cnison,  E-:en,  Edcjerion.  Eldridge, 
Eliot,  Find;.  Ganson.  Gooch,  Grider,  Harding,  Harrington, 
Charles  M.  Harris,  Herriclc,  Holman,  Hutchins,  Kalbfleisch, 
Kcrnan.  King,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKin- 
tiey.  Wm.  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison.  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleinn,  ijad/ord,  Alexander  H.  P>ice,  Robinson, 
Ja.jues  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  John  B.  Steele,  Wm.  G.  Steele, 
Stiles,  Strmise,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Wadsworth,  Wieeler,  Cldlton 
A.  Wliite,  Joseph  W.  While,  Fernando  Wood — 58. 

1863,  Dec.  14 — Mr.  Lovejoy  moved  that  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing,  in 
any  bill  or  bills  they  may  report  on  the  subject, 
all  regular  enlisted  soldiers  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  to  pay  without  distinction  of  color. 

Mr.  Cos  moved  to  table  the  motion;  which 
was  disagreed  to — yeas  C8,  nays  87. 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

1864,  May  16 — Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine,  introduced 
a  bill  for  the  enrollment,  organization,  and  ser- 
vice of  certain  persons  of  African  descent  in  the 
militia  of  the  several  States  ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 


OPINION  OF  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  BATES  ON  PAYING 
A  COLORED  CUAPLAIN. 

Attorney  Geneeal's  OrncE, 

April  2.3,  ISei. 

Sir:  You  have  done  me  the  honor  to  refer  to  me  a 
communication  to  yourself  from  his  excellency  John  A. 
Andrew,  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  with  accompanying 
papers,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Kev.  Samuel  Harrison  for 
pay  as  chaplain  of  the  54th  regiment  of  Massachusetts 
vohmteers. 

It  appears  by  Governor  Andrew's  letter  and  the  other  pa- 
pers that  Mr.  Harrison,  whois  acolored  man,  was  duly  elected, 
and  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  1863,  commissioned  by 
Governor  Andrew  as  a  chajilain  of  the  54th  regiment  of 
Mas.sachusetts  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ; 
that  ou  the  12th  of  November,  1802,  he  was  mustered  and 
accepted  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  Moms  isl- 
and, South  Carolina,  by  the  proper  mustering  officer,  .and 
actually  performed  the  duties  of  chaplain  of  that  regiment 
then  and  since  serving  in  South  Carolina.  On  demanding 
his  pay  as  chaplain,  he  was  met  by  the  following  refusal  in 
writing,  signed  by  the  paymaster  at  Hilton  Head: 

"  Samuel  Harrison,  chaplain  of  the  54th  regiment  Massa- 
chusetts volunteers,  (colored  troops,)  asks  pay  at  the  usual 
rate,  SlOO  per  month  and  two  rations,  which,  he  being  of 
African  descent,  I  decline  paying,  under  act  of  Congress 
passed  July  17, 1862,  employing  persons  of  African  diiscent 


in  military  service  of  the  United  States.    The  chaplain  d^ 
clines  to  receive  anything  less." 

You  have  requostod  my  opinion  whether  the  paymaster 
should  have  paid  as  demanded,  and,  if  he  should,  whether 
it  is  your  duty  to  order  him  to  do  so. 

The  54th  regiment  of  JMassachusetts  volunteers  was  or- 
ganized in  the  same  manner  as  were  other  regiments  of 
State  volunteers  under  the  follov.-ing  order  of  the  War  De- 
partment, dated  January  26, 1863,  viz: 

"  Ordered,  That  Governor  Andrew,  of  Massachusetts,  is  au- 
thorized, until  further  orders,  to  raise  such  number  of  voK 
unteer  companies  of  artillery  for  duty  in  the  forts  of 
Massachusetts  and  elsewhere,  and  such  corps  of  infantry 
for  the  volunteer  military  service,  as  he  may  find  conveni- 
ent, such  volunteers  to  be  enlisted  for  three  years  or  until 
sooner  discharged,  and  may  include  persons  of  African  de- 
scent, organized  into  separate  corps.  He  will  make  the 
usual  needful  requisitions  on  the  appropriate  staff  bureaus 
and  ofiScers  for  the  proper  transportation,  organization, 
supplies,  subsistence,  arms,  and  equipments  of  such  vol- 
unteers." 

"EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

"Secretary  of  War." 

I  do  not  know  that  any  rule  of  law,  constitutional  or 
statutory,  even  prohibited  the  acceptance,  organization, 
and  muster  of  "per.sons  of  African  descent"  iftto  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  as  enlisted  men  or  volun- 
teers. But  whatever  doubt  might  have  existed  on  the 
subject  had  been  fully  resolved  before  this  order  was  issued, 
by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  17th  July,  1862,  chap- 
ter I'Jo,  which  authorized  the  President  to  employ  as  many 
persons  of  African  descent  as  he  might  deem  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  for  that 
purijose  to  organize  and  use  them  in  such  manner  as  he 
may  judge  best  for  the  pubhc  welfare,  and  the  twelfth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  same  date,  chapter  201,  which  authorized 
the  President  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  entrenchments,  or 
performing  camp  service,  or  any  other  labor,  or  any  mili- 
tary or  naval  service  for  which  they  might  be  found  com- 
petent, persons  of  African  descent,  such  persons  to  be  en- 
rolled and  organized  under  such  regulations,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution  and  laws,  as  the  President  might 
prescribe. 

The  54th  Massachusetts  regiment  was  therefore  organized 
and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  under 
clear  authority  of  law.  9 

But  the  lifteeuth  section  of  the  act  of  17th  July,  1S62, 
chapter  201,  after  directing  that  all  persons  who  have  been 
or  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  under 
that  act  shall  receive  the  pay  and  rations  then  allowed  by 
law  to  soldiers,  according  to  their  respective  grades,  con- 
tains thiii 2>rriViso :  "That  persons  of  African  descent  who 
under  tliis  law  shall  be  employed  shall  receive  ten  dollars 
per  month  and  one  ration,  three  dollars  of  which  monthly 
pay  may  be  in  clothing." 

Whether  persons  of  African  descent  "  enrolled  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States"  as  private  soldiers  ai'e  included 
within  the  words  "  persons  of  African  descent  who  under 
this  law  shall  be  employed,"  thereby  limiting  their  pay  as 
soldiers  to  ten  dollars  a  month,  is  not  the  question  you  have 
submitted  to  me;  for  Mr.  Harrison  was  not  a  private  sol- 
dier, but  an  officer,  serving  under  the  commission  of  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  the  authenticity  and  validity 
of  which  were  recognized  and  admitted  by  the  United 
States  when  he  was  mustered  into  its  service.  But  the 
question  is,  can  a  person  of  African  descent  lawfully  hold 
the  office  and  receive  the  pay  of  chaplain  of  a  volunteer 
regiment  in  the  service  of  the  United  States? 

I  have  already  said  that  I  knew  of  no  provision  of  law, 
constitutional  or  statutory,  which  prohibited  the  accept- 
ance of  persons  of  African  descent  into  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States;  and  if  they  could  be  lawfully' ac- 
cepted as  private  soldiers,  so  also  might  they  be  accepted  as 
commissioned  officers,  if  otherwise  quaUfied  therefor.  But 
the  express  power  conferred  on  the  President  by  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  act  of  17th  July,  1862,  chapter  195,  before 
cited,  to  employ  this  class  of  persons  for  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion  as  he  may  judge  best  for  the  pubhc  welfare, 
furnishes  all  needful  sanction  of  law  to  the  employment  of  a 
colored  chaplain  for  a  volunteer  regiment  of  his  own  race. 
Nor  is  any  prohibition  of  the  employment  of  such  person 
found  in  the  statutes  which  declare  the  qualifications  of 
chaplains.  The  ninth  section  of  the  act  to  authorize  the 
emplojTiient  of  volunteers,  Ac,  of  22d  July,  1S61,  chapter- 
9,  provides  that  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  regiment  one 
chaplain,  who  shall  bo  appointed  by  the  regimental 
commander  on  the  vote  of  the  field  officers  and  company 
commanders  on  duty  with  the  regiment  at  the  time  the 
appointment  shall  be  made.  The  chaplain  so  appointed 
must  be  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  a  Christian  de- 
nomination, itc.  The  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  3d 
August,  1861,  chapter  42,  for  the  better  organization  of  tb» 
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military  establishment,  declares  that  one  chaplain  shall  be 
allowed  to  each  regiment  of  the  army,  to  be  selected  and 
appointed  as  the  President  may  direct,  provided  that  none 
but  regularly  ordained  minLsters  of  some  Christian  denom- 
ination shall  be  eligible  to  selection  or  appointment.  The 
eighth  section  of  the  act  of  17th  July,  1862,  chapter  200, 
declares  that  the  two  sections  last  cited  shall  be  construed 
to  read  as  follows : 

"  That  no  person  shall  be  appointed  a  chaplain  in  the 
United  States  army  who  is  not  a  regular  ordained  minister 
of  some  religious  denomination,  and  who  does  not  present 
testimonials  of  his  present  good  standing  as  such  minister, 
with  a  recommendation  for  his  appointment  as  an  army 
chaplain  from  some  authorized  ecclesiastical  body,  or  not 
less  than  five  accredited  ministers  belonging  to  said  reUgious 
denomination." 

The  closest  inspection  of  these  provisions  will  discover 
nothing  that  precludes  the  appointment  of  a  Christian 
minister  to  the  office  of  chaplaiu  because  he  is  a  person  of 
African  descent.  I  therefore  conclude  that  Mr.  Harrison 
was  the  lawfully  appointed  and  qualified  chaplain  of  the 
bith  Massachusetts  regiment. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  the  17th  July,  1802, 
chapter  200,  provides  that  thereafter,  the  compensation  of 
all  chaplains  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  service  or  army 
hospitals  shall  be  one  hundred  dolhu-s  per  month  and  two 
rations  a  day  when  on  duty.  Was  Mr.  Harrison  entitled  to 
this  rate  of  compensation,  or  was  he  limited  to  the  pay  of 
ten  dollars  a  month  and  one  ration,  fixed  by  the  proviso 
to  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of  17th  July,  18G2,  chap- 
ter 201  ? 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  proviso  declares  that  ton 
dollars  a  month  and  one  ration  shall  be  received  by  persons 
of  African  descent  employed  under  the  law  of  which  it  is  a 
part,  viz.,  the  act  of  17th  July,  1862,  chapter  201.  Now,  we 
have  seen  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  resort  to  that  law  to 
find  authority  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Harrison  as  chap- 
lain, for,  apart  from  the  authority  which  might  be  presumed 
to  exist  prior  to  the  enactment  of  any  of  these  statutes,  tlio 
eleventh  secfion  of  the  act  of  17th  Julj',  1862,  chapter  195, 
Bufficiently  warranted  it.  To  bring  him,  then,  within  the 
sweep  of  this  proviso,  and  thus  withdraw  him  from  the 
reach  of  the  act  wliich  specifically  fixes  the  pay  of  the  cliiss 
of  officers  to  which  by  clear  law  he  belongs,  would  violate 
the  plainest  principles  of  construction.  The  act,  of  which 
the  proviso  is  a  part,  was  not  intended,  in  my  opinion,  either 
to  authorize  the  emn^oymcnt  or  fix  the  pay  of  any  persons 
of  African  descei#, "except  those  who  might  be  needed  to 
perform  the  humble  offices  of  labor  and  service  for  which 
they  might  be  found  competent.  Tiie  twelfth  section 
authorizes  them  to  be  received  into  service  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  entrenchments,  or  performing  camp  service, 
or  any  other  labor,  or  any  military  or  naval  service  for 
which  they  might  be  found  competent.  The  thirteenth 
section  declares  that  when  any 'man  or  boy  of  African 
descent,  who,  by  the  laws  of  any  State,  shall  owe  service  or 
labor  to  any  person  aiding  the  rebellion,  shall  render  such 
service  as  this  act  provides  for,  he,  his  mother,  wife  and 
children  shall  be  free  thereafter,  with  certain  exceptions. 
And  the  fifteentli  section  fixes  their  pay  as  before  stated. 

While  it  is  true  that  tlie  words  of  the  twelfth  section  are 
broad  enough  to  embrace  all  persons  of  African  descent 
who  may  be  received  into  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  yet  quite  evident  from  the  terms  of 
the  whole  section,  as  well  as  from  the  promise  of  freedom 
held  out  to  such  persons  who  were  slaves,  in  the  thirteenth 
section,  that  in  limiting  their  paj'  to  ten  dollars  a  month 
and  one  ration,  Congress  had  in  view  the  class  wlio  were 
fitted  only  for  the  humbler  kinds  of  service  referred  to,  and 
not  persons  who,  under  the  authority  of  other  laws,  might 
be  appointed  to  positions  requiring  high?r  qualifications, 
and  entitled  to  a  higher  rate  of  pay.  To  assume  that  be- 
cause Mr.  Harrison  is  a  person  of  African  descent  he  shall 
draw  only  the  pay  which  this  law  establishes  for  the  class 
it  obviously  refers  to,  and  be  dex^rived  of  the  pay  which 
another  law  specifically  affixes  to  the  office  he  lawfully 
held,  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  a  distortion  of  both  laws,  not 
only  unjust  to  him,  but  in  plain  violation  of  the  pmpose  of 
Congi-ess. 

I  therefore  think  that  the  paymaster  should  have  paid 
Mr.  Harrison  his  full  pay  as  chaplain  of  a  volunteer  regi- 
ment. 

Your  attention  having  been  specially  called  to  the  %vrong 
done  in  this  case,  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  your  constitu- 
tional obligation  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faitlifuHy 
executed  malves  it  your  duty  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  inform  the  officers  of  the  pay  department  of  the  army 
that  such  is  your  view  of  the  law,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that 
it  will  be  accepted  by  them  as  furnishing  the  correct  rule 
for  then*  action. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  BATES, 
AUorney  General. 
The  President. 


PROTECTION    OF   COLORED    SOLDIERS. 

THE  president's  ORDER. 

[General  Orders  No.  252.] 

AYau  DEP.vFiTME.Ni,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  July  31, 1863. 

The  following  order  of  the  President  is  pub- 
lished for  the  information  and  government  of 
all  concerned  : 

,    ExEcnTivB  Mansion, 
Washington,  July  30,  1863. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  Government  to  give 
protection  to  its  citizens,  of  whatever  class, 
color,  or  condition,  and  especially  to  those  who 
are  duly  organized  as  soldiers  in  the  public 
service.  The  law  of  nations,  and  the  usages 
and  customs  of  war,  as  carried  on  by  civilized 
powers,  permit  no  distinction  as  to  color  in  the 
treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  as  public  ene- 
mies. To  sell  or  enslave  any  captured  person, 
on  account  of  his  color,  and  for  no  offence 
against  the  laws  of  war,  is  a  relapse  into  bar- 
barism, and  a  crime  against  the  civilization  of 
the  age. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  will 
give  the  same  protection  to  all  its  soldiers  ;  and 
if  the  enemy  shall  sell  or  enslave  any  one  be- 
cause of  his  color,  the  offence  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  retaliation  upon  the  enemy's  prisoners 
in  our  possession. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  for  every  soldier 
of  the  United  States  killed  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  war,  a  rebel  soldier  shall  be  executed ; 
and  for  every  one  enslaved  by  the  enemy,  or 
sold  into  slavery,  a  rebel  soldier  shall  be  placed 
at  hard  labor  on  public  works,  and  continued 
at  such  labor  until  the  other  shall  be  released 
and  receive  the  treatment  due  to  a  prisoner  of 
war.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TowNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

FROM  THE  RULES  OF  WAR  ADOPTED  BY  THE  GOV- 
ERNMENT. 

57.  So  soon  as  a  man  is  armed  by  a  sovereign  Govern- 
ment, and  takes  the  soldier's  oath  of  fidelity,  Ije  is  a  bel- 
ligerent ;  his  killing,  wounding,  or  other  warlike  acts  are 
no  individual  crimes  or  offences.  No  belligerent  has  a  right 
to  declare  that  enemies  of  a  certain  class,  color,  or  condi- 
tion, when  propeily  organized  as  soldiers,  will  not  be  treated 
by  him  as  public  enemies. 

58.  Tlie  law  of  nations  knows  of  no  distinction  of  color, 
and  if  an  enemy  of  the  United  States  should  enslave  and 
sell  any  captured  persons  of  their  array,  it  would  be  a  case 
for  the  severest  retaliation,  if  not  redressed  upon  comphiint. 
The  United  States  cannot  retaliate  by  enslavement ;  there- 
fore death  must  be  the  retaliation  for  this  a-ime  against  the 
law  of  nations. 

THE  president's  SPEECH  AT  THE  BALTIMORE  FAIH, 
Apkil  18, 1S64. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :  Calling  it  to  mind  that  we  are 
in  Baltimore,  we  cannot  fail  to  note  that  the  world  moves. 
[Applause.]  Looking  upon  the  many  people  I  see  assem- 
bled here  to  serve  tis  tliey  best  may  the  soldiers  of  the 
Union,  it  occurs  to  me  that  three  years  ago  those  soldiers 
could  not  pass  through  Baltimore.  I  would  say,  blessings 
upon  the  men  wlio  have  wrouglit  these  changes,  and  the 
ladies  who  have  assisted  them.  [Applause.]  This  change 
which  lias  taken  place  in  Baltimore  is  part  only  of  a  far 
wider  change  that  is  taking  place  all  over  the  country. 

When  the  war  commenced  three  years  ago,  no  one  ex- 
pected that  it  would  last  this  long,  and  no  one  siipposeJ 
that  the  institution  of  slavery  would  be  materially  alll-cted 
by  It,  But  here  wo  are.  [Applause.]  The  war  is  not  yet 
ended,  and  slavery  has  been  very  materially  affected  or 
interfered  with.  [Loud  applause.]  So  true  is  it  that  man 
proposes  and  God  disposes. 

The  world  is  in  want  of  a  good  definition  of  the  word 
liberty.  We  all  declare  ourselves  to  be  for  liberty,  hut  we 
do  not  all  mean  the  same  thing.    Some  mean  that  a  man 
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can  do  as  he  pleases  with  himself  and  his  property.  [Ap- 
plause ]  With  others  it  moans  that  some  mea  can  do  as 
they  please  with  other  men  and  other  men's  labor.  Each 
of  these  things  are  called  liberty,  although  they  are  entire- 
ly different.  To  give  an  illustration  :  A  shepherd  drives 
the  wolf  from  the  throat  of  his  sheep  when  attacked  by 
him,  and  the  sheep  of  course  thanks  the  shepherd  lor  the 
preservation  of  his  life ;  but  the  wolf  denounces  him  as  do- 
Bpoilmg  the  sheep  of  his  liberty,  especially  if  it  be  a  black 
sheep.    [Applause.]    ■ 

This  same  difference  of  opinion  prevails  among  some  of 
the  people  of  the  North.  But  the  people  of  Maryland  have 
recently  been  doing  something  to  jjroperly  delino  the 
meaning  of  the  word,  and  I  thank  them  from  the  bottom 
of  m'.-  heart  for  what  they  have  done  and  are  doing.  [Ap- 
p'ause.] 

It  is  not  very  becoming  for  a  President  to  make  a  speech 
at  great  length,  but  there  is  a  painful  rumor  afloat  in  the 
country  in  reference  to  which  a  few  words  shall  be  said.  It 
is  reported  that  there  has  been  a  wanton  massacre  of  some 
hundreds  of  colored  soldiers  at  Fort  Pillow,  Tennessee, 
during  a  recent  engagement  there,  and  he  thought  it  fit  to 
explain  some  facts  in  relation  to  the  aff;iir.  It  is  said  by 
some  persons  that  the  Government  is  not  in  this  matter  do- 
ing its  duty.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war  it  was 
doubtful  whether  black  men  would  be  used  as  soldiers  or 
not.  The  matter  was  examined  into  very  carefully,  and 
after  mature  deliberation,  the  whole  matter  resting  as  it 
were  with  himself,  he  in  liis  judgment  decided  that  they 
should.  [Applause.]  lie  was  responsible  for  the  act  to  the 
American  people,  to  a  Christian  nation,  to  the  future  his- 
torian, and,  above  all,  to'  his  God,  to  whom  he  would  have 
one  day  to  render  an  account  of  his  stewardship.  [Ap- 
plause.] He  would  now  say  that  in  his  opinion  the  black 
soldier  should  have  the  same  protection  as  the  wliite  soldier, 
and  he  would  have  it.  [Applause.]  It  was  an  error  to  say 
that  the  Government  was  not  acting  in  the  matter.  The 
Government  has  no  direct  evidence  to  confirm  the  reports 
in  existence  relative  to  this  massacre,  but  he  himself  .be- 
lieved the  fdcU  in  relation  to  it  to  be  as  stated.  When  the 
Government  docs  know  the  facts  from  official  sources,  and 
they  prove  to  substantiate  the  reports,  retriliution  will  be 
surely  given.  [Applause.]  What  is  reported,  he  thought, 
would  make  a  clear  case.  If  it  is  not  tme,  then  all  such 
stories  are  to  be  considered  as  false.  If  proved  true,  when 
the  matter  is  thoroughly  examined,  what  shape  is  to  bo 
given  to  the  retribution?  Can  we  take  the  man  who  was 
c.'i.ptured  at  Yicksburg  and  shoot  him  for  the  victim  of  this 
massacre  ?  If  it  should  happen  that  it  was  the  act  of  only 
one  man,  what  cotu'se  is  to  be  pursued  then?  It  was  a  mat- 
ter requiring  careful  examination  and  deliberation,  and  if 
it  should  be  substantiated  by  sufficient  evidence  all  might 
rest  assm-ed  that  retribution  would  be  had.    [Applause.] 

Confederate  Use  of  Colored  Persons. 

1861. 

A  dispatch  from  Charleston,  dated  January 
1,  18G1,  from  R.  R.  E-iordan  to  Hon.  Perry 
Walker,  at  Mobile,  describes  the  preparations 
for  war,  and  contains  this  closing  paragraph : 

Large  gangs  of  negroes  from  plantations  are  at  work  on 
the  redoubts,  which  are  substantially  made  of  sand-bags 
and  coated  with  sheet-iron. 

A  Washington  dispatch  to  the  Evening  Post 

says : 

A  gentlem.an  from  Charleston  says  that  everything  there 
betokens  active  preparations  for  tight.  The  thousand  ne- 
groes busy  in  building  batteries,  so  far  from  inclining  to 
insurrection,  were  grinning  from  ear  to  ear  at  the  prospect 
of  shooting  the  Yankees. 

The  Charleston  Mercury  of  January  3,  1861, 
announced : 

We  learn  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  able-bodied  free  col- 
ored men.  of  Charleston,  yesterday  offered  their  services 
gratuitously  to  the  Governor  to  hasten  forward  the  import- 
ant work  of  throwing  up  redoubts  wherever  needed  along 
our  coast. 

In  April,  the  Lynchburg  (Va.)  Republican 
announced : 

We  learn  that  about  seventy  of  the  most  respectable  free 
negroes  Hi  this  city  have  enrolled  themselves  and  design 
tendering  their  services  to  the  Governor,  to  act  in  whatever 
Capacity  may  be  assigned  them  in  defence  of  the  State. 
Three  cheers  for  the  patriotic  free  negroes  of  Lynchburg. 

A  letter  in  the  Petersburg   (Va.)   Express, 
dated  at  Norfolk  on  the  23d  April,  says: 
Tlic  negroe»>in  all  this  section  of  the  country,  slave  and 


free,  are  as  loyal  as  could  be  desired.  They  freely  proffer 
their  sen-ices  to  the  State,  and  zealously  contend  for  the 
pri\'ilege  of  being  allowed  to  work  on  the  batteries.  Yes- 
terday Gen.  Gwynn  declined  the  services  of  three  himdred 
from  Hampton  who  solicited  employment  on  the  batteries, 
and  twice  and  thrice  that  number  could  be  obtained  i«  this 
city  and  vicinity  in  a  single  day,  if  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  accept  them.  Indeed,  the  entire  fortifications  of  this 
harbor  might  bo  constructed  by  the  voluntary  labor  of  ne- 
groes, who  would  claim  no  higher  reward  than  the  privi- 
lege of  being  allowed  to  contribute  their  share  toward  the 
defence  of  the  State,  and  the  protection  of  their  masters  and 
mistresses,  who  had  always  extended  a  sheltering  hand  over 
them. 

In  June,  the  rebel  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
passed  this  enlistment  bill,  which  became  a 
law : 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  tJie  General  Asscmhly  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  net  the 
Governor  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  at  Ills  dis- 
cretion, to  receive  into  the  military  service  of  the  State  all 
male  free  persons  of  color  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
fifty,  or  such  numbers  as  may  be  necessary,  who  may  be 
sound  in  mind  and  body,  and  capable  of  actual  service. 

2.  That  such  free  persons  of  color  shall  receive,  each,  eight 
dollars  per  month,  as  pay,  and  such  persons  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  draw,  each,  one  ration  per  day,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  yearly  allowance  each  for  clothing. 

3.  That,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  in 
this  State  to  collect  accurate  iuformation  as  to  the  number 
and  condition,  with  the  names  of  free  persons  of  color,  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall,  as  it  is  practica- 
ble, report  the  same  in  writing  to  the  Governor. 

4.  That  a  failure  or  refusal  of  the  sheriffs,  or  any  one  or 
more  of  them,  to  perform  the  duties  required,  shall  be 
deemed  an  ofi'ence,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  pun- 
ished as  a  misdemeanor. 

5.  Thiit  in  the  event  a  sufficient  number  of  free  persons 
of  color  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  State  shall  not  tender 
thefr  senices,  the  Governor  is  empowered,  through  the 
sheriffs  of  the  different  counties,  to  press  such  persons  until 
the  requisite  number  is  obtained. 

6.  That  when  any  mess  of  volunteers  shall  keep  a  servant 
to  wait  on  the  members  of  the  mess,  each  servant  shall  be 
allowed  one  ration. 

This  act  to  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

w.  c.  wnrrxHOKNE, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
B.  L.  STOVALL, 
Passed  June  28, 1861.  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

HOW   SLAVES    ARE    EJIPLOYED    BY   THE  "  CONFED- 

EEATES." 

The  following  paragraph  appears  in  the  Mem- 
phis (Tennessee)  Avalanche  of  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber : 

A  procession  of  several  hundred  stout  negro  men,  mem- 
bers of  the  "  domestic  institution,"  marched  through  our 
streets  jesterday  in  military  order,  under  command  of  Con- 
federate officers.  They  were  all  armed  and  equipped  with 
shovels,  axes,  blankets,  &c.  A  merrier  si  t  were  never  seen. 
They  were  brimfull  of  patriotism,  shouting  for  Jeff.  Davis 
and  singing  war  songs. 

The  Avalanche  of  the  7th  September  said: 

Upwards  of  one  thousand  negroes,  armed  with  spades  and 
pickaxes,  have  passed  through  the  city  within  the  past  few 
days.  Their  destination  is  unknown,  but  it  is  supposed  that 
they  are  on  their  way  to  the  "other  side  of  Jordan." 

New  Okleans,  November  23. 

Over  twenty-eight  thousand  troops  were  reviewed  to-day 
by  Governor  Moore,  Major  General  Lovell,  and  Erigadiet 
General  Kuggles.  The  line  was  over  seven  miles  long.  One 
regiment  comprised  1,400  free  colored  men. 

1862. 

THE  ENHOLLMENT  OP  FREE  NEOE0E8  IN  EEBELDOM. 

In  the  Virginia  House  of  Delegates,  on  the 
4th  of  February,  on  the  subject  of  enrolling  free 
negroes  for  the  rebel  army,  the  following  debate 
took  place.  We  copy  the  official  report  of  the 
proceedings  from  the  Richmond  Examiner : 

The  bill  amending  the  convention  act  for  the  enrollment 
of  free  ncgi'oes  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Prince,  taken  up. 
Among  the  amendments  in  this  bill  Mr.  Prince  called  at- 
tention to  the  one  allowing  ten  cents  for  each  negro  so  en- 
rolled to  the  sheriff  or  officer  so  enrolUng  them.    Uc  pro- 
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posed  to  strike  out  this  amendment  and  insert  in  lieu  of 
the  proposed  compensation  that  if  the  said  ofHccrs  fail  to 
comply  with  the  requi^itiona  of  this  law,  they  be  subjected 
to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  one  hun- 
dred dollars.  As  these  officers  were  exempt  from  military 
duty,  he  said,  it  was  about  as  little  as  they  could  do  to  per- 
form the  service  of  enrolhng  the  free  negroes  of  their 
respective  counties  as  a  part  of  their  official  duties.  His 
amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Rives  proposed  that  the  amendment  in  the  bill 
respecting  the  term  of  the  enlistment  of  negroes  bo  amended 
to  make  the  term  lunety  days,  instead  of  a  hundred  and 
eighty.  His  reason  for  tllis  was  the  fact  that  the  famiUes 
of  many  of  the  free  negroes  so  enlisted,  having  no  other 
means  of  support,  would,  as  had  been  the  case  in  his  own 
county,  suffer  very  much  from  want. 

Mr.  PEI^'CE  agreed  to  compr6mise  with  the  gentleman  on 
one  bundled  and  twenty  days. 

Mr.  AXDEKSON,  of  Botetourt,  hoped  that  the  amendment 
would  not  pass.  One  hundred  and  eighty  days  were  only 
six  months ;  and  if  white  men  could  be  di'afted  for  two 
years,  he  saw  no  reason  why  free  negi'oes  should  be  entitled 
to  such  charitable  discrimination. 

Mr.  Rives  replied  that  he  made  the  proposition  from  no 
particular  fiittudship  to  free  negroes;  if  it  were  in  his 
potver,  he  v:oidd  convert  tliem  all  into  slaves  to-mr/rrow.  Cut 
it  was  simplj'  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that,  in  his  own  county,  many  severe  cases  of  suffering  had 
occurred  among  the  families  of  free  negi"oes  fi'om  this  cause, 
and  he  thought  that  possibly  some  alleviation  might  be 
brought  about  by  the  amendment  proposed. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  bill 
was  then  oi'dered  to  its  engrossment. 

In  the  debate  m  the  Rebel  Congress,  March 
10,  Mr.  FooTE  of  Tennessee,  alluding  to  the  fall 
of  Nashville,  said : 

Gen.  Johnston  had  called  for  1,000  or  1,500  slaves  to  work 
on  the  fortiScations,  and  that  the  call  liad  been  fully 
ansvjered,  when  Nashville  was  siuTendered. 

DEAFI  or  NEGROES  FOE  MILITAKT  SEETICE. 

[From  the  Richmond  Examiner,  October  18, 1802.] 
We  notice  that  in  Texas,  and  iw  some  portions  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley,  the  proposition  is  urged  to  make  a  conscrip- 
tion or  forced  levy  of  slaves,  where  their  labor  is  necessary 
for  the  army.  Since  the  invasion  of  the  South  the  Yankees 
have  stolen  tens  of  thousands  of  negroes,  and  made  them 
useful  as  teamsters,  laborers  in  camp,  &c.  It  appears  that 
slaveholders  are  averse,  for  some  reasons,  to  hire  their  ne- 
groes in  the  Confederate  army.  The  prejudice  is  certainly 
an  ignorant  and  mean  one.  As  the  war  originated  and  is 
carried  on  in  great  part  ior  tlie  defence  of  the  slaveholder 
in  his  property,  rights,  and  the  perpetuation  of  the  institu- 
tion, it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he  ought  to  be  tirst 
and  foremost  in  aiding  and  assisting,  by  every  means  in  his 
power,  the  triumph  and  success  of  our  arms.  Good  wages 
are  ofl'crcd,  and  ijroper  care  and  attention  will  be  given 
every  negi'o  hired  to  the  army,  and  the  slaveholder  ouglit 
to  remember  that  for  every  negro  he  thus  furnishes  he  puts 
a  soldier  in  the  ranks. 

November  2 — Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown,  of 
Georgia,  issued  a  call  announcing  that  if  a 
sufficient  supply  of  negroes  be  not  tendered 
within  ten  days,  General  Mercer  will,  in  pur- 
suance of  authority  given  him,  proceed  to  im- 
press, and  asking  of  every  planter  of  Georgia 
a  tender  of  one  fifth  of  his  negroes  to  complete 
the  fortifications  around  Savannah.  This  one 
fifth  is  estimated  at  15,000. 

1S63. 

This  paragraph  was  jjublished  in  the  New 
York  Times,  July  15,  1862  : 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Confederate  States  pubhshcs 
a  general  order  from  the  Rebel  War  Department,  directing 
recruiting  officers,  duly  accredited,  to  draft  every  white 
or  mulatto  male  found  througbout  the  South  who  is  able  to 
bear  arms,  and  who  is  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
filty-hve  years,  whether  such  persons  may  have  obtained 
substitutes  for  themselves  or  not ;  and  willful  evasion  of 
this  order  is  to  be  severely  punished. 

The  Governor  of  South  Carolina  in  July,  is- 
sued a  proclamation  for  3,000  negroes  to  work 
on  the  fortifications,  "  the  need  for  them  being 
pressing." 


GEORGIA,  ALABAMA,  AND  MISSISSIPPI  SENTIMENT. 

[From  the  Savannah,  (Ga.)  News,  Sept  2.] 

EMPLOYMEXT  OF  XEGEOES  IN  THE  REBEL  ARMY. 

A  joint  coinmittoe  of  the  Alabama  Legislature,  just  ad- 
journed, reported  a  rcs(dtitiou  in  favor  of  the  proposition 
to  employ  slaves  in  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate 
States,  which  proposition,  we  see,  is  favored  by  many  of 
the  presses  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  After  discussion 
in  the  Alabama  House,  the  resolution  vvasadoptod  by  a  vote 
of  sixty-eight  yeas  to  twelve  nays,  after  striking  out  the 
words  "military"  before  service,  and  ''soldiers"  at  the 
end  of  the  resolution.  The  resolution  was  amended  and 
read  as  follows  : 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  by  law  for  the 
employment  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  in  such  situations  and  in  sucli  numbers  as  may 
be  found  absolutely  necessary,  the  able-bodied  slaves  of 
the  country,  whetber  as  pioneers,  sappers  and  miners, 
cooks,  nurses  and  teamsters. 

In  this  form  we  can  see  no  objection  to  the  resolution. 

THE  CHANGING  SENTIMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

In  the  Rebel  House  of  Representatives,  De- 
cember 29th,  Mr.  Dargan,  of  Alabama,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  receive  into  the  military  service 
all  that  portion  of  population  in  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana,  and  Florida,  known  as 
"  Creoles." 

Mr.  Dargan  supported  the  bill  in  some  remarks.  He  said 
the  Creoles  were  a  mixed-blooded  race.  Under  the  treaty 
of  Paris  in  1S03,  and  the  treaty  of  Spain  in  ISIO,  they  were 
recognized  as  freemen.  Many  of  them  owned  large  estates, 
and  were  intelligent  men.  They  were  as  much  devoted  6o 
our  cause  as  any  class  of  men  in  the  South,  and  were  even 
anxious  to  go  into  service.  They  had  applied  to  him  to  be 
received  into  senice,  and  he  had  applied  to  Mr.  Randolph, 
then  Secretary  of  War.  Mr.  Randolph  decided  against  the 
application,  on  the  gi-ound  that  it  might  furnish  to  the 
enemy  a  pretext  of  arming  our  slaves  against  us.  Some 
time  after  this  ho  was  again  apjtUcd  to  by  them,  and  he 
went  to  the  present  Secretary  of  War,  Blr.  Scddon,  and  laid 
the  matter  before  him.  Mr.  Seddon  refused  to  entertain  the 
proposition,  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  come  up  before 
him  through  the  military  authorities.  To  obviate  this  ob- 
jection. Gen.  Maury,  at  IMobile,  soon  afterwards  represented 
their  wishes  to  the  War  Department.  Mr.  Seddon  refused 
the  offer  of  their  services,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
incompatible  with  the  position  we  occupied  before  the 
world;  that  it  could  not  be  done. 

Mr.  Dargan  said  he  differed  with  the  Secretary  of  War. 
He  cared  not  for  "  the  world."  He  cared  no  more  for  their 
opinions  than  they  did  for  ours.  He  was  anxious  to  bring 
into  service  every  free  man,  bo  he  who  he  may,  willing  to 
strike  for  ovu:  cause.  lie  saw  no  objection  to  employing 
Creoles;  they  would  form  a  potent  element  in  our  army. 
In  his  district  alone  a  brigade  of  them  could  be  raised. 
The  crisis  liad  been  brought  upon  us  by  the  enemy,  and  he 
believed  the  time  would  j-et  come  when  the  question  would 
not  bo  the  Union  or  no  Union,  but  whether  Soutliern  men 
should  be  permitted  to  live  at  all.  In  resisting  subjuga- 
tion by  such  a  barbarous  foe  he  was  for  employing  all  our 
avaOaijle  force.  He  would  go  further  ayid  say  that  he  was 
for  arming  and  putting  the  slaves  into  the  military  service. 
He  was  in  favor  ecen  of  employing  them  as  a  military  arm 
in  the,  defence  of  the  country. 

1864. 

[From  the  Charleston  Courier  of  January  27.] 
NEGRO  LABOK  UPON  FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  Mayor  of  Charleston,  Charles  Macbeth,  summons  all 
slaveholders  withiu  the  city  to  furnish  to  the  u\ilitary  au- 
thorities forthwith,  one-fourth  of  all  their  male  tlaves  be- 
tween the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fifty,  to  labor  upon  the  fortifi- 
cations. The  penalty  announced,  in  case  of  failure  to  com- 
ply with  this  requisition  is  a  fine  of  $200  for  every  slave 
not  forthcoming.  Compensation  is  allowed  at  the  rate  ol 
$400  a  year. 

All  free  male  persons  of  color  between  the  ages  of  fifteen 
and  fifty  are  required  to  give  themselves  up  for  the  same 
purpose.  Those  not  complying  will  be  imprisnnod,  and  set 
to  work  upon  the  fortificatious  along  the  coa-;^  To  free 
negroes  no  other  compensation  than  rations  is  allowed. 

NEGROES  IN  THE  ARMY. 

The  Richmond  press  publish  the  official  copy 
of  "  An  act  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  army 
by  the  employment  of  free  negroes  and  slaves 
iu  certain   capacities,"  passed  Feb.  17,  by  the 
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Rebel  Congress.  The  negroes  are  to  perform 
"  such  duties  as  the  Secretary  of  War  or  Com- 
manding General  may  prescribe."  The  first  sec- 
tion is  as  follows : 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  en- 
act, That  all  male  free  negroes,  and  other  free  persor.s  of 
color,  not  iiicluihDg  thosn  who  are  free  under  the  treaty  of 
Paris,  of  ISi  0,  or  umler  the  treaty  of  Spain,  of  1S19,  resident 
in  the  Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of  eigliteen  and 
fifty  j-e.ais,  shall  be  held  liable  to  perform  such  duties  with 
the' army,  or  in  connection  with  the  military  defences  of 
the  country,  in  the  way  of  work  upon  the  f  trtifications,  or 
in  government  works  for  the  production  or  preparation  of 
materials  of  war,  or  in  mililary  hospitals,  as  the  Secretary 
of  Wai»  or  the  Commamling  General  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department  may,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe;  and  while 
engaged  in  the  performances  of  si  ch  duties  shall  receive 
rations  and  clothing  and  compensation  at  the  rate  of  eleven 
dollars  a  month,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
said  Secretary  may  establish :  Provided,  That  the  Secretary 
of  War  or  the  Comniandiug  General  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  with  the  approval  of  the  I'resident,  may  ex- 
empt from  the  operations  of  this  act  such  free  negroes  as 
the  interests  of  the  country  m;iy  require  should  bo  exempt- 
ed, or  such  as  he  may  think  proper  to  exempt  oq  the  ground 
of  justice,  equity  or  necessity. 

The  thii-1  section  provides  that  when  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  bo  unable  to  procure  the  services  of  slaves  in  any 
military  department,  then  he  is  authorized  to  impress  the 
Bervices  of  as  many  male  slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty  thou- 
fi.'ind,  as  may  be  required,  from  time  to  time,  to  discharge 
liie  duties  indicated  in  the  first  section  of  the  att. 

The  owner  of  the  slave  is  to  be  paid  for  his  services;  or,  if 
h'e  be  killed  or  "escape  to  the  enemy,"  the  owner  shall  re- 
ceive his  full  value. 

Governor  Smith,  of  Virginia,  has  made  a  call  for  five 
thousand  male  slaves  to  work  on  the  batteries,  to  be  drawn 
from  fifty  counties.  The  call  for  this  force  ha.s  been  made 
by  the  President  under  a  resolution  of  Congress. 

General  Magruder's  proclamation  to  Texans, 
March  4,  thus  closes  : 

The  slavcholding  gentlemen  of  each  county  are  respect- 
fully requested  to  meet  together  at  their  respective  county 
Beats,  or  some  convenient  point,  and  appoint  one  or  more  of 
their  number  to  accompany  their  negroes  to  Houston,  and 
see  that  they  are  made  comfortable.  One-fourth  of  all  the 
mule  hands  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  filty  years  in 
each  county,  without  regard  at  this  time  to  the  numbers 
which  have  been  previously  furnished,  will  accomplish  the 
purpose  of  fortifying  Houston  within  a  short  time ;  and 
planters  and  all  others  are  assured  that  the  necessity  of  this 
course  is  manifest  to  the  Major  General  commanding,  and 
could  be  made  so  to  tliem,  but  that  his  plans  would  thus  be 
made  knowu  to  the  enemy. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  Bankhead  Magruder : 

EDMUND  P.  TUr.NER,  A.  A.  Gen. 

Houston,  March  4, 1864. 

•'  confederate"  legislation  UrON  NEGRO  PRI- 
SONERS AND  THEIR  WHITE  OFFICERS  WHEN 
CAPTURED.* 

1863,  May  1 — An  act  was  approved  declaring 
that  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  enemy 
ought  not  to  be  delivered  to  the  authorities  of 
the  respective  States,  (as  suggested  in  Davis's 
message;)  but  all  captives  taken  by  the  Con- 
federate forces  ought  to  be  dealt  with  and  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Confederate  Government. 

President  Lincoln's  emancipation  proclama- 
tions of  September  22,  1862,  and  January  I, 
18G3,  were  resolved  to  be  inconsistent  with  the 
usages  of  war  among  civilized  nations,  and 
should  be  repi'essed  by  retaliation  ;    and  the 

*  December  23, 1862— Jefferson  D.avis  issiied  a  proclama- 
tion of  outlawry  against  Major  General  B.  F.  Butler,  the 
last  two  clauses  of  which  are: 

Third.  That  all  negro  slaves  captured  in  arms  be  at  once 
delivered  over  to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  respective 
States  to  which  they  belong,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
the  laws  of  said  States. 

Fourth.  That  the  like  orders  be  executed  in  all  cases  with 
respect  to  all  commissioned  officers  of  the  United  States 
when  found  serving  in  company  with  said  slaves  in  insur- 
rection against  the  authorities  of  the  different  States  of  this 
Confederacy. 


President  is  authorized  to  cause  full  and  com- 
plete retaliation  for  every  such  violation,  in 
such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  he  may  think 
proper. 

Every  white  commissioned  officer  command- 
ing negroes  or  mulattoes  in  arms  agaiust  the 
Confederate  States  shall  be  deemed  as  inciting 
servile  insurrection,  and  shall,  if  captured,  be 
put  to  death,  or  be  otherwise  punished,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

Es^ery  person  charged  with  an  offence  made 
punishable  under  the  act  shall  be  tried  by  the 
military  court  of  the  army  or  corps  of  troops 
capturing  him  ;  and,  after  conviction,  the  Presi- 
dent may  commute  the  putiishmeni  in  such  manner 
and  on  such  terms  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

All  negroes  and  mulattoes  who  shall  be  en- 
gaged in  war  or  taken  in  arms  against  the  Con- 
federate States,  or  shall  give  aid  or  comfort  to 
the  enemies  of  the  Confederate  States,  shall, 
when  captured  in  the  Confederate  States,  be 
delivered  to  the  authorities  of  the  State  or  States 
in  which  they  shall  be  captured,  to  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  present  or  future  laws  of 
such  State  or  States.  (See  Appendix.) 

PROPOSED  PROHIBITION  OF  PAYMENT  TO  COLORED 
SOLDIERS. 

Pirst  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 
Pending  the  army  appropriation  bill  in  the 
House,  I 

1861,  July  11 — Mr.  Vallandigham  offered 
this  proviso  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill : 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  money  hereby  appropri- 
ated shall  be  employed  in  subjugating,  or  holding  as  a  con- 
quered province,  any  sovereign  .State  now  or  lately  one  of 
the  United  States;  nor  in  abolishing  or  interfering  with 
African  slavery  in  any  of  the  States. 

Which  was  rejected,  without  a  call  of  the 

yeas  and  nays. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1862,  June  2 — Mr.  Saulsburt  offered  this 
additional  section : 

That  no  part  of  the  money  arising  from  the  taxes,  im-  . 
posts,  and  excises  in  this  bill  provided  for,  shall  be  applied 
to  or  expended  for  the  support  or  maintenance  of  fugitive 
slaves  or  free  negroes. 

■Which  was  rejected — yeas  5,  nays  34,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Davis,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Saulshury,  Stark 
—5. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indi- 
ana, Lane  •f  Kansas,  Latham,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Thrmison-,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
■Wilkinson,  "VVilley,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wright 
—34. 

June  6 — Pending  the  internal  revenue  bill, 

Mr.  D.wis  offered  this  as  a  new  section : 
That  no  money  raised  under  this  act  shall  ever  he  applied 
to  pay  or  subsist  any  armed  negi-oes  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  for  any  period  of  time  after  it  goes  into  op«ra- 
tion  and  effect. 

Which  was  rejected  without  a  division. 

Third  Session.  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 
Pending  the  army  appropriation  bill, 
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1863,  Jan.  28 — Mr.  Davis  moved  to  add  this 
proviso  to  the  bill : 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  sums  appropriated  by  this 
act  shall  bo  disbursed  for  the  pay,  subsistence, or auy  other 
supplies  of  any  negro,  free  or  slave,  in  the  armed  military 
service  jf  the  United  States. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  8,  nays  28,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  CarKle,  Davis,  Kennedy,  Latham,  Nesmith, 
Powell,  Turjiie,  Wall—S. 

Nays— Mtssrs.  Authony,  Browning,  Chandler, Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittla,  Fessendcn,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Hiile.  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indi- 
ana, I^ne  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts— 28. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 
1863,  December  21 — Pending  the  deficiency 
bill,  Mr.  Harding  offered  an  amendment: 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  moneys  aforesaid  shall  be 
applied  to  the  raising,  arming,  equipping,  or  paying  of  ne- 
gro soldiers. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  41,  nays  105. 
The  Yeas  were : 

Messrs.  Ancona,  Bliss,  James  -?.  Brown,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Davi- 
son,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgertmi,  Ehiridije,  Find-,  Gridcr,  Hall, 
Harding, Harrington,  Benjamin  G.Harris,  Charles  M.Har- 
ris, Philip  Johnson.,  William  Johnson,  King,  Knap]},  Law, 
Lwig,  Marcy,  Mc Kinney,  William  H.  iliUf.r,  James  R.  Mor- 
n>,  Morrison,  Noble,  John  &Neill,  Pendleton,  Samuel  J. 
Pandall,  Imagers,  Ross,  Scott,  Stiles,  Strousc,  Stuart,  Chilton 
A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Teaman — 41. 

.1864,  March  21 — Pending  the  army  appro- 
priation bill — On  concurring  in  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  viz.,  to  add 
to  the  end  of  the  bill  the  words : 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  money  herein  appropriated 
shall  be  applied  or  used  for  the  purpose  of  raising,  arming, 
equipping,  or  paying  negro  soldiers. 

The  yeas  were  18,  nays  81.  The  Yeas 
were  : 

Messrs.  Ancona,  Dawson,  Denison,  EUlridge,  Harding, 
Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy, 
Wm.  H.  MilUr,  Morrison,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  James  S.  Rol- 
lins, Ross,  Stiles,  Stuart,  Wadswarth — 18. 

Of  the  Democrats,  Messrs.  Baily,  Augustus 
C.  Baldwin,  Kernan,  Odell,  Radford,  Stebbins, 
Wheeler,  and  Winfield  voted  nay. 


Homesteads  For  Soldiers. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

1863,  December  17 — Mr.  Wilson  offered  the 
following  ;  which  was  agreed  to  :  « 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  legislation  is  necessary  to  enable 
persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  to  avail  themselves,  while  engaged  in  said  service,  of 
the  benefits  of  the  homestead  act,  and  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

1864,  May  11 — The  House  considered  the 
bill  to  secure  to  persons  in  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  homesteads  from 
confiscated  estates  in  insurrectionary  districts  ; 
and 

May  12 — Passed  it — yeas  76,  nay.s  65,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  D.  J3aldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Eoutwell,  Boj'd,  Bran- 
dogee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cole, 
Crcswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Driggs, 
Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinuell,  Hale, 
Higby,  Hooper ,  Hotchkiss,  Asahcl  W.  Hubbanl,  John  H. 
Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jencke^   Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 


Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  Longyear, 
McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Mye*,  Nor- 
ton, Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perhani,  Pike,  Pome- 
roy, Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  liice,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Stevens,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkcuburgh,  Ellihu 

B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windom,  Woodbridge — 76. 

Nays — ilessrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Augustus 

C.  Baldwin,  Jacoh  B.  Blair,  fites,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
W. G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens, Dawson,  Eden, 
Eklgerton,  Eldridge,  English,,  Finck,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall, 
Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Hutch- 
ins,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  KalbJleUch,  Kernan, 
King,  Law,  Lazear,  Long,  Malloiy,  Marcy,  McAlli.<ter,  Mc- 
Doivell,  McKinney,  MiddUton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R. 
Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pen- 
dleton, Pruyn,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John 
B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Slrouse,  Stuart,  Thomas,  Voorliees,  TFad*- 
worth,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Fernando   Wood,  Yeainan — 65. 

The  bill  provides  that  all  persons  who  have 
served,  or  may  honorably  serve  in  the  army  or 
navy  of  the  United  States  for  two  years  during 
the  present  rebellion,  or  have  been  or  shall  be 
discharged  by  reason  of  wounds  or  disease, 
shall  be  entitled  to  enter  eighty  acres,  or  less  ; 
and  all  who  have  rendered  or  shall  render  hon- 
orable service  as  soldiers  or  sailors  in  the  army 
or  navy,  or  as  laborers  therein,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  forty  acres,  of  all  lands  condemned  un- 
der the  confiscation  act  of  July  17,  1862,  and 
its  amendments,  and  of  all  lands  sold  under 
the  internal  revenue  law,  and  the  direct  tax 
law  for  insurrectionary  districts.  No  distinc- 
tion of  color  or  race  shall  be  made.  In  case  of 
the  death  of  the  person  entering  lands,  the  re- 
quired proof  and  payments  may  be  made  by 
his  legal  representatives. 

This  bill  was  not  taken  up  in  the  Senate. 
previous  action  on  the  subject. 

1864,  March  18 — The  House  considered  Sen- 
ate bill  amendatory  of  the  homestead  law  and 
for  other  purposes,  when 

Mr.  HoLMAN  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Provided,  however.  That  no  non-commissioned  officer  or 
private  soldier  or  seaman  who  shall  be  at  tiie  time  of  such 
entry  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
or  who  shall  have  been  in  such  service  for  a  period  not  less 
than  three  months  and  honorably  dischargeil  therefrom, 
shall  be  required  to  pay  the  ten  dollars  fee  or  the  commis- 
sions mentioned  in  this  act  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  an 
amendment :  And  provided  further.  That  any  such  non- 
commissioned officer,  private  soldier,  or  seaman,  being  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States,  or  having  declared  his  intention 
to  become  a  citizen  thereof  in  conformity  witli  law,  and 
having  served  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  two  years  and  been  hon- 
orably discharged,  having  made  an  entrj'  of  land  in  con- 
formity with  this  act  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  amendar 
tory,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  patent  therefor  at  any  time 
after  having  resided  on  and  cultivated  such  land  for  a  pe- 
riod of  one  year,  and  the  widow,  if  nnmariied,  or  if  no 
widow,  the  children  of  such  non-commis,sioned  officer,  pri- 
vate soldier,  or  seaman,  shall  be  entitled  to  such  patent  on 
hke  condition. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  54,  nays  58, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancma,  Anderson,  ^ i/pjcs- 
ius  C.  Baldwin,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bliss,  James  S.  Brown,  Cliani- 
ler.  Clay,  Coffroth,  Creswell,  Daxvson,  Dtnison,  Dumont, 
Eldridge,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris, 
Herrick,  Holman,  Kalbjteisch,  Kernan,  Law,  Long,  Mallory, 
Marcy,  Middleton,  Daniel  MoiTis,  Morrison,  Amos  Myers, 
Noble,  Odell,  John  ON'eill,  Orth,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn, 
Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  James  S.  Rollins,  ij'o.s-s, Smith. 
Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Wadsworlh, 
Ward,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  yeaman — 6-1. 

N.ws — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  John  P. 
Baldwin,  Ba.vter,  Beaman,  Bout  well,  Brand'.gce,  Bronmall, 
Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Xhomiui 
T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Fenton,  Frank, Gooch,  Higby,  Uotchkiss,  John  U.  liubbard. 
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Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellog>^,  Loan,  Long- 
.VL-ar,  jlarriu,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  i\  Miller,  3Ioor- 
iiead,  Leoniu'd  Myers,  Norton,  Porham,  Pike,  Price,  Alexan- 
der II.  Rice,  John  11.  Rice,  Schenek,  Scofield,  Shaimuu, 
Emithers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  Ellilau 
JB.  Waohbuine,  AVilder,  Wilson,  'Windom — 58. 

The  bill  then  passed. 


Unemployed  Generals. 

1863,  December  13 — Mr.  Farnsworth  offered 
this  resolution,  -which  was  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  War  Ise  directed  to  inform 
this  House  of  the  names,  number,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
major  generals  and  brigadier  generals  of  volunteer.?,  and  of 
the  regular  army,  and  their  stafl's  respectively,  not  on  duty, 
and  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsedsinee  each  of  them 
Las  been  relieved  from  duty,  and  which  of  them,  and  how 
many,  are  not  now  on  duty  in  consequence  of  wounds  or 
disability  incurred  in  the  service. 

The  Secretary  of  War  replied,  substantially, 
that  tvrenty-five  general  officers — fourteen  ma- 
jor generals  and  eleven  brigadier  generals — 
were  entirely  unemployed,  and  that  certain 
officers  of  their  personal  staffs  were  also  unem- 
ployed With  them,  numbering  twenty-five.  At 
the  same  time  another  list  was  furnished  of 
general  officers  on  duty  who  were  not  actually 
commanding  or  serving  with  troopy,  amounting 
in  number  to  thirty-nine,  making  an  aggregate 
of  eighty-nine  officers  reported  as  being  either 
unemployed  altogether  or  not  employed  in  the 
command  of  troops. 

A  similar  resolution  was  adopted  in  the  Sen- 
ate, on  motion  of  Mr.  Trumecll: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  fur- 
nish the  Senate  with  the  names  of  all  the  major  and  briga- 
dier generals  who  are  without  commands  equal  to  a  brigade, 
stating  how  long  each  has  been  without  such  command, 
and  whether  each  has  a  staff;  and  if  so,  how  numerous,  and 
01  what  rank,  and  what  amount  of  pay,  including  commu- 
tations and  rations,  each,  including  those  of  his  stalf,  has 
been  receiving  while  so  without  a  command;  and  also  that 
lie  inform  the  Senate  how  many  major  and  brigadier  gen- 
erals ai-e  in  command  of  departments,  districts,  and  posts 
in  the  loyal  States;  and  whether  any  necessity  exists  that 
requii-es  "that  these  departments,  districts,  and  posts  should 
be  commanded  by  officers  of  such  high  rank,  with  their 
numero)i8  and  expensive  staffs. 

18G4,  January  18 — Mr.  Holmatt  offered  this 
preamble  and  resolution  ;  which  were  agreed  to : 

Whereas  this  House  has  been  officia'ly  informed  that  a 
large  number  of  ofncers  of  the  army,  including  a  number  of 
major  and  brigadier  generals,  have  been  lor  a  long  period 
cf  time,  relieved  from  active  service,  while  still  receiving 
the  f  j11  pay  pertaining  to  their  rank ;  and  whereas  such 
policy,  while  embarrassing  to  the  oCQcers  so  relieved,  is 
manifestly  urjust  to  the  cou'.itry,  and  interferes  with  just 
and  proper  promotions  in  the  army :  Therelore, 

Resolvtd,  That,  in  the  judgment  cf  this  House,  the  policy 
of  retaining  in  the  jiay  of  the  Government  officers  who  have 
been  iuderinitPly  relieved  from  active  service,  not  physically 
disabled  by  wounds,  and  who  have  not  been  placed  on  the 
rctiieJ  list,  ought  to  be  discontinued;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  what 
legiblntioii,  if  any,  is  necessary  to  effect  a  remedy  in  the 
premi-es,  and  reduce  the  number  of  general  officers  not  em- 
ployed in  active  service,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

May  12 — The  House  resumed  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  providing  that  all  major  and 
brigadier  generals,  who,  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1864,  shall  not  be  in  the  performance  of  duty  or 
eervice  corresponding  to  their  respective  grades 
and  rank,  and  who  shall  not  have  been  engaged 
in  such  duty  or  service  for  three  months  con- 
tinuously next  prior  to  that  date,  shall  then  be 
dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the  army — no  officer 
to  be  included  whose  absence  from  duty  shall 
have  been  occasioned  by  wounds  received,  or 
disease  contracted  in  the  line  of  his  duty  while 


in  the  military  service  or  while  a  prisoner.  This 
to  vacate  volunteer  commissions  only. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  to  add  this  proviso  : 

Prwided,  That  when  any  officer  comprehended  in  this 
act  shall  demand  a  board  of  inquiry  according  to  the  rulea 
and  regulations  in  such  cases,  and  who  shall  be  willing  to 
serve,  that  such  board  shall  be  forthwith  convened;  and  if 
said  board  shall  find  him  competent  to  command  in  the 
rank  to  which  he  is  entitled,  he  shall  be  at  cnce  restored  to 
active  service  with  full  pay:  And  provided  further.  That 
all  officers  who  have  received  the  thanks  of  Congress  dur- 
ing the  present  war  shall  be  exempted  from  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  46,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Kernan  offered  a  substitute  providing 
for  a  board  to  examine  into  the  competency, 
fitness,  and  efficiency  of  major  and  brigadier 
generals,  as  described  in  the  joint  resolution  ; 
and  each  officer  found  by  the  board  to  be  inca- 
pable of  properly  and  efficiently  following  his 
duties  shall  be  dropped,  &c. ;  which  was  dis- 
agreed to — yeas  50,  nays  69. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  passed — yeas 
72,  nays  45,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Jacob  B. 
Blair,  Boutv/ell,  Boyd,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Colo,  Creswell,  Henry  A\'inter  Davis,  Deming,  Driggs,  Eliot, 
Farnsworth,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Iligby,  llotchkiss, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Keiley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Lit- 
tlejohn.  Loan,  Longyear,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Moor- 
head,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers, 
Norton,  Charles  O'Xeill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  William  II.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
John  II.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shan- 
non, Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  William  B.  AVashbm-n,  Webster,  Whalej-, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge,  Yeaman — 72. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Aneona,  BaiJy,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin, 
Brooks,  James  &  Brovm,  William  G.  Brown,  ChanUr,  Cra- 
vens, Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridfje,  English,  Finck,  Grider, 
Hall,  Ilarrlngton,  Ilerricl;  Hutchins,  Philip  Johiv-on,  Kalb- 
Jleisch,  Kernan,  King,  Lcnig,  Mallory,  ilarcy,  McKinney, 
iliddleton,  William  If.  Miller,  Janes  R.  Morris,  Mcrrrison, 
Nohle,  Odell,  John  O'lVeill,  Pendkton,  Pvuyn,  Robinson, 
Ross,  Si'ott,  John  B.  Sleek,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Stuart,  VTads- 
wcn-tii,  fVheeler,  Fernando  Wood — i5. 

The  Senate  did  not  consider  the  bill. 
Resolutions  relating  to  the  War. 

ITS  OBJECT. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 
1861,  July  13 — Mr.  Holman  asked  leave  to 
offer  these  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  sole  object  of  the  Government  in  ita 
present  and  future  military  operations,  resulting  from  the 
armed  resistance  to  its  authority,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  as  established  by  the 
Constitution,  the  enfoVcement  of  the  laws,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  lo3'al  citizens  of 
every  State;  and  such  operations  ought  not  to  be  suspended 
until  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government  shall  have 
been  firmly  established  throughout  its  territorial  limits. 

Resolved,  That  the  Union  must  be  preserved,  and  that  no 
adjustment  of  pending  difficulties  can  ever  be  sanctioned  by 
the  Government  that  is  not  based  on  the  acknowledged  in- 
tegrity of  the  Union,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

Leave  was  not  obtained. 

1861,  July  15 — Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  offered 
the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  States  now  in  rebellion 
against  the  General  Government  shall  cease  their  rebellioa 
and  become  loyal  to  the  Union,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  suspend  the  further  prosecution  of  the  present 
war. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  no  part  of  the  object  of  the  present 
war  against  flio  rebellious  States  to  interfere  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  therein. 

Which  were  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  Speaker. 
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August  5 — Mr.  Allen  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules,  that  he  niight  offer  a  similar  resolution, 
but  it  was  disagreed  to. 

1861,  July  22 — Mr.  Noble,  of  Ohio,  offered 
this  resolution : 

Ecsohvd,  Tliat  the  contest  now  existing  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  a  id  tlie  disloyal  organi- 
zations now  existing  in  certain  States  which  are  now  wag- 
ing an  unjust  iliable  war  upon  the  constitutional  authority 
of  the  Government,  should  be  treated  and  regarded  by  all 
loyal  citizens  not  as  a  sectional  war,  nor  an  anti-slavery 
wai-,  nor  a  war  of  conquest  or  suli.iugation,  but  simply  as  a 
war  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Government,  the  suppres- 
Bion  of  rebellion,  and  the  preservation  of  all  the  rights  of 
all  the  States  full  and  undiminished,  as  they  were  pmxhased 
by  the  blood  of  the  Revolution  of  1776,  and  secured  by  all 
the  provisions  and  compromises  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  for  no  other  pui-pose  whatever. 

The  resolution  went  over,  Mr.  Burnett  indi- 
cating a  desire  to'debate  it.  It  was  not  again 
reached. 

1861,  July  22 — Mr.  Crittenden  offered  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolvfd,  That  the  present  deplorable  civil  war  has  been 
forced  upon  the  country  by  the  disunionists  of  the  southern 
States  now  in  revolt  against  the  constitutional  Government 
and  in  arms  around  the  capital ;  that  in  this  national 
emergency  Congi-ess,  banishing  all  feeling  of  mere  passion 
or  resentment,  will  recollect  only  its  duty  to  the  whole 
country ;  that  this  war  is  not  waged  upon  our  p.'irt  in  any 
BiJirit  of  oppression,  nor  for  any  ])urpose  of  conquest  or  sub- 
jugation, nor  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  interfering  with 
the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  those  States ;  but 
to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution 
and  to  preserve  the  Union  with  all  the  dignity,  equality, 
and  rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired;  that  as  soon 
as  these  objects  arc  accomplished  the  war  ought  to  ce;ise. 

The  question  being  divided, 
The  House  adopted  the  first  clause  of  the 
resolution : 

ResolveA,  That  the  present  deplorable  civil  war  has  been 
forced  upon  the  country  by  the  disunionists  of  the  southern 
States  now  in  revolt  against  the  constitutional  Government, 
and  in  arms  around  the  capital. 

Yeas  122,  nays  2,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — ?Iossrs.  Aldrich,  Allen,  Alley,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Goldsmith  V.  Bailey,  Joseph  Baily,  Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman, 
Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr.,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Buf- 
finton,  Calvert,  Campbell,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cobb, Colfax, 
Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Coukliug,  Conway,  Cox.  Crit- 
tenden, Curtis,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Delaplaine, 
Diven,  DuoU,  Dunlap,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Knijlish, 
Fenton,  F'essendcn,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Granger, 
Grider,  Gurley,  ITaight,  Ilale,  Harding,  Harrison,  Ilolman, 
Ilorton,  llutchins,  Jackson,  Julian,  Kelley,  Wm.  Kellogg, 
Killinger,  Lansing,  Law,  Leary,  Lehman,  Loomis,  Lovejoy, 
JUcClemand,  McKean,  Mallory,  Menzies,  Moorhcad,  Anson 
P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  MorriJl,  Morris,  Nixon,  KobU,  Nugen, 
Odrll,  Olin,  Patton,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Porter,  Potter,  Alexander  II.  Rico,  John  11.  Rice,  Rid- 
dle, Edward  II.  Rollins,  James  S.  Kolllns,  SheJJield,  Shel- 
labarger,  Sherman,  Sloan,  Smith,  Spaulding,  John  li.  Steele, 
William.  G.  Steele,  Stratton,  Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Trow- 
bridge, Upton,  Vandever,  Van  Vallcenburgh,  Van  AVyck, 
Verree,  Vibhard,  Wad.^tvorth,  Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P. 
Walton,  Ward,  Webster,  Wheolcr,  Whales',  Albert  S.  White, 
CliiltonA.  White,  TFicWy/e,  Windom,  Woodruff",  Worcester, 
Wright— 122. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burnett,  Reid — 2. 

The  second  clause  of  the  resolution  : 
That  in  this  national  emergency  Congress,  banishing  all 
feeling  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  will  recollect  only 
its  duty  tc  the  whole  country;  that  this  war  is  not  waged 
upon  our  part  in  any  spirit  of  oppression,  or  for  any  pur- 
pose of  conquest  or  subjugation,  or  purpose  of  overthrow- 
ing or  interlering  with  the  rights  or  established  institutions 
of  thos(^  States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy 
of  the  Constitution  and  to  preserve  the  Union  with  all  the 
dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several  States  unim- 
paired; and  that  as  soon  as  these  objects  are  accomplished 
the  war  ought  to  cease. 

Was  adopted — yeas  119,  nays  2,  as  follows: 
Yeas— Messrs.  Aldrich,  ^nr7!..\lley,  Babbitt, Goldsmith  F. 
Biiley,  Joseph  Baily,  Baxter.  Boaman,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Sam- 
uel S.  Blair,  Blake,  George  H.  Browne,  BuiButoiL  Calvert, 


Campbell,  Cliamberlain,  Clark,  Cobh,  Colfax,  F.  A.  Conkling, 
Roscoe  Conkling,  Cooper,  Cerrning,  Cox,  Crittenden,  Curtis, 
Cutler, Dawes,  Delano, Diven,  Duell,  Dunlap, Dunn, Edwards, 
English,  Fenton, Fessenden,  FimKe,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch, 
Granger,  Grider,  Gurley,  Haight,  Ilale,  Harding,  Harrison, 
Holiaan,  Horton,  Jackson,  ^To/insore,  Kelley,Williani  Kellogg, 
Killinger,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  Logan,  Loomis, 
McCleryuind,  Mallory,  Menzies,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson 
P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Morris,  Nixon,  Koble,  Ni'gen, 
OdeW,  Olin,  Patton,  Pendleton,  I^erry,V\ka,  Pomeroy,  Por- 
ter, Reid,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Richardson, 
Robinson,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rollins,  Sheflield, 
Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Smith,  Spaulding,  John' B.  Steele, 
William,  G.  Steele,  Stratton,  Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Trow- 
bridge, Vpton,Vallandigham,  Van  Horn, Van  Valkenliurgh, 
Van  Wyck,  Verree,  Vibbard,  Wadsivorth,  Charles  W.  Walton, 
E.  P.  Walton,  Ward,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Whaley.  All)ert  S. 
White,  Chiltrm  A.  White,  iricW///e,  W'indom,  H'oc/c^r«/f',  Wor- 
cester, Wright — 119. 
Nats — Messrs.  Potter,  Riddle — 2. 

1861,  July  24 — Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
offered  substantially  the  same  resolution  in  the 
Senate,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

July  25 — Mr.  Polk,  of  Missouri,  moved  to 
strike  out  and  insert  so  as  to  make  the  first 
clause  close  thus:  by  "  the  disunionists  of  the 
Southern  and  the  Northern  States  ;"  which  wa3 
disagreed  to — yeas  4,  nays  33,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Johnson  of  Missouri,  Kennedy,  Polk,  Sauls- 
bury — i. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Browning,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Han-is,  Howe,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  King, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latham,  Morrill,  X'esiiiit/i, 
Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot,  Wilson — 33. 

Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  and  in  arms  around  the  capital,"  and  the 
word  "  subjugation,"  which  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  then  passed — yeas  30, 
nays  5,  a.s  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  ./oftnson  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy, 
King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latham,,  Morn.l, 
Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade, 
WUkaison,  Wiiley,  Wdson— 30. 

Nays — 'iilesf rs.  Breckinridge,  Johnson  of  Missouri,  Polk, 
Powell,  Trumbull— 5. 

1861,  July  31— Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  of- 
fered this  joint  resolution : 

Resolved,  That,  under  the  Constitution,  therights,  powers, 
and  duties  of  all  the  States  of  the  Union  are  equal;  that 
the  Union  is  founded  in  this  equality;  that  in  order  to 
maint<aiu  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  this  equality  must 
be  preserved ;  that  every  honest  effort  to  perpetuate  the 
Union  must  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution, 
and  with  a  purpose  to  maintain  this  equality;  that  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  subjugate 
any  of  the  States,  and  hold  them  as  territories  or  provinces, 
or  in  any  position  inferior  to  that  of  every  other  State,  or 
to  interfere  with  their  State  governments,  or  with  their  do- 
mestic institutions,  or  to  abolish  or  interfere  with  slavery 
witliin  their  limits,  would  be  an  attempt  to  destroy  this 
equality,  and  would,  if  successful,  subvert  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union. 

Resolved,  therefore,  djc.  That  Congress  does  hereby  sol- 
emnly declare  that  hostilities  against  the  so-called  confed- 
erate States  shall  be  so  prosecuted  as  to  enforce  obedience 
to  the  obligations  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  laws  passed 
in  accordance  therewith ;  and  that  they  shall  not  be  so  pros- 
ecuted as  to  reduce  to  a  position  of  inferiority  any  of  the 
States,  or  to  interfere  with  their  State  governments,  or  to 
abolish  slavery  within  their  limits. 

Ruled  out  of  order  by  the  Speaker, 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

1801,  December  2 — Mr.  Eliot  offered  this  joint 
resolution: 

Resolved,  dc,  1.  That  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  these 
States,  we  do  again  solemidy  declare  that  the  war  in  which 
we  are  engaged  against  the  insurgent  bodies  now  in  arms 
against  the  Government  has  for  its  object  the  supjiression 
of  such  rebellion  and  the  re-establishment  of  the  rightful 
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authority  of  the  National  Constitution  and  lavrg  over  the 
eutire  extt-nt  of  onr  common  country.  2.  That  while  we 
disclaim  all  iiower  under  tlie  Constitution  to  interfere,  by 
ordinary  legislation,  with  ihe  institutions  of  the  several 
States,  yet  the  war  now  existing  must  be  conducted  ac- 
'cording  to  the  usages  and  rights  of  military  service,  and 
that  during'  its  continuance  the  recognized  authority  of 
the  maxim  that  the  safety  of  the  State  is  the  highest  law, 
subordinates  rights  of  property  and  dominates  over  civil 
relations.  3.  That  therefore  we  do  hereby  declare  that,  in  our 
judgment,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  otir  army,  and  the  othcers  in  command 
under  him,  have  the  right  to  emancipate  all  persons  held  as 
slaves  in  any  military  district  in  a  state  of  insurrection 
against  the  National  Government,  and  that  we  respectfully 
advise  that  such  order  of  emancipation  be  issued  whenever 
the  same  will  avail  to  weaken  the  power  of  the  rebels  in 
Eirms,  or  to  strengthen  the  military  power  of  the  loyal  forces. 

Mr.  Dunn  moved  that  it  be  tabled,  which  was 
disagreed  to — yeas  56,  nays  "70,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Biddle,  Fran- 
cis P.  Blaii-,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Burnliam,  Calvert,  Campbell, 
Cohb,  Conway.  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens,  Deano,  Dunlap, 
Dunn,  Foulce,  Ilaight,  Harding,  Harrison,  Hohnan,  Hortoii, 
Wm.  Kellogg,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  McPherson, 
Maynard,  Ma>/,  Menzies,  Morris,  Noble,  Noell,Kortnn,  Odell, 
Pendleton,  Ferry,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Mi^hardsoK,  Robin- 
son, Sheffield,  Shiel,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Train,  Trimble,  Upton,  Vallan- 
cUgham,  Terree,  Ward,  Chilton  A.  White,  Woodrutf—bQ. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Goldsmith  F.  Bailey.  Baker,  IJaxter,  Beaman,  Bingham, 
S.  S.  Blair,  Blake,  EufBnton, Clark,  Colfax,  F.  A.  Conkliiig, 
Roscoe  Conkling,  Davis,  Dawes,  Duell,  Edgerton,  E  Iwards, 
Eliot,  Fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gijodwin,  Granger, 
Gurley,  Hickman,  Hooper,  Ilutchins,  Julian,  Kelley.  Lan- 
sing, Loomis,  Lovejuy,  McKeaii,  Mitchell,  Anson  P.  Morrill, 
Justin  S.  Morrill,  Patton,  T.  O.  i'helpi,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Por- 
ter, Potter,  John  U.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sar- 
gent, Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan, 
Spaulding,  Stevens,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  Van  AVyck,  Wall,  Wallace,  Chas.  VV.  Walton,  E.  P. 
Walton,  Wa--hburne, Wheeler,  Wilson,  AVorcester — "0. 

Mr.  Roscoe  Conkling  moved  to  insert  in  the 
third  resolution,  after  the  word  "  slaves,"  the 
words,  "  held  by  rebels  ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

It  was  then  postponed;  and  December  l7th, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary— yeas  '77,  nays  57. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Campbell  offered  this  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  in  legislating  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  present  rebellion,  Congress  should  confiscate  the  jrop- 
erty,  slaves  included,  of  all  rebels,  and  protect  the  property 
and  rights,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws,  of  all  loyal 
citizens. 

Which  was  postponed  for  the  present. 
Same  day,  Mr.  Stevens  otfered  this  preamble 
and  resolution : 

Whereas  slavery  has  caused  the  present  rebellion  in  the 
United  States  ;  and  whereas  there  can  be  no  solid  and  per- 
manent peace  and  union  in  this  Republic  so  long  as  that 
institution  exists  within  it;  and  whereas  slaves  are  now 
used  by  the  rebels  as  an  essential  means  of  supporting  and 
protracting  the  war;  and  whereas  by  the  law  of  nations  it 
is  right  to  liberate  the  slaves  of  an  enemy  to  weaken  his 
power :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolverl  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United,  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembUd,  That 
the  President  be  rerjuested  to  declare  free,  and  to  direct  all 
of  our  generals  and  officers  in  command  to  order  freedom 
to  all  slaves  who  shall  leave  then-  masters,  or  who  shall  aid 
in  fjuelling  this  rebellion. 

S.':c.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  United  States 
pledge  the  faith  of  the  Union  to  make  full  and  fair  compen- 
sation to  all  loyal  citizens  who  are  and  shall  remain  active 
in  supporting  the  Union  for  all  the  loss  they  may  sustain 
by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Which,  also,  was  postponed  for  the  present. 

Dec.  4 — Mr.  Holm  an  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

Whereas  this  House,  on  the  22d  day  of  July  last,  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote,  adopted  the  following  resolution 
submitted  to  the  House  by  Hon.  J.  J.  Critte>i)£N,  of  Ken- 
tucky : 

Resolved  by  t).e  House  of  Bejprescntives  of  the  Congress  of 


the  United  States,  That  the  present  deplorable  civil  war,  haa 
been  forced  upon  the  country  by  the  disunionists  of  the 
southern  States  now  in  revolt  against  the  constitutional 
Government  and  in  arms  around  the  capital;  that  in  tliis 
national  emergency  Congress,  banishing  all  feelings  of  mere 
passion  or  resentment,  will  recollect  only  its  duty  to  the 
whole  countrj-;  that  this  war  is  not  waged  upon  our  part  in 
any  spirit  of  oppression  nor  for  any  purpose  of  conquest 
or  subjugation,  nor  for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  in- 
terfering with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  the 
States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
Constitution  and  to  preseire  the  Union  with  its  dignities, 
equality,  and  the  rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired, 
and  that  as  soon  as  these  objects  are  accomplished  the  war 
ought  to  cease. 

And  whereas  since  that  time  no  event  has  occurred  to 
change  the  policy  of  the  Government :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  principles  above  expressed  are  sol-i 
emnly  reatfirmed  by  this  House. 

Which  was  laid  upon  the  table — yeas  71, 
nays  65,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Goldsmith 
F.  Bailey,  Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P. 
Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Butfinton,  Eurnham,  Cham- 
berlain, Clark,  Colfax,  J'rederick  A.  Conkling.  Conway, 
Davis,  Delaplaoif,  Duell,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Fenton, 
Fessenden,  Franchot,  Gooch,  Gurley,  Hooper,  Uutchins, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  JlcPherson, 
Moorhead,  Anson  P.  MoiTill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Olin,  Patton, 
T.  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Potter,  John  II.  Rice,  Riddle, 
Edward  II.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Sherman, 
Sloan,  Spauldiuff,  Stevens,  Train,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van 
Horn,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace,  Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P. 
Walton,  Washburne,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson, 
Worcester — 71. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Biddle,  Jacob 
B.  Blair,  Calvert,  Campbell,  Cobb,  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Crisjicid,  Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  Dunlaji,  Dunn,  English, 
Fouke,  Frank,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Grirler,  Hauchett,  Hard- 
ing, Harrison,  Holman,  Horton,  William  Kellogg,  Law, 
Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  McKnight,  Maynard,  Menzies, 
Mitchell,  Morris,  Nixon,  Noble,  Noell,  Norton,  Odell,  Perir 
dletmi.  Perry,  Porter,  Richardson,  Slicflidd,  Shellabarger, 
SIdd,  Smith,  John  B.  Stede,  William  G.  Sbde,  Stratton,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Thomas,  Francis  Tliomas,  Upton,  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Webster,  Chilton  A.  White, 
WicJdiJe,  Woodruff,   Wright— Qf). 

1862,  .January  20 — Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  offered 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  House,  no  part  of 
the  appropriation  now  made  or  hereafter  made,  nor  of  the 
taxes  now  or  hereafter  laid  by  Congress  should  be  used  in 
or  applied  to  the  prosecution  of  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  the 
emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  slaveholding  States  of  the 
Union. 

Which  was  laid  upon  the  table — yeas  90,  nays 
36,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Babbitt,  Goldsmith 

F.  Bailey,  Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P. 
Blair,  Blake,  Buflinton,  Burnham,  Campbell,  Chamberlain, 
Clark,  Clements,  Collax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe 
Conkling,  Conway,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Duell,  Dunn, 
Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Fenton,  Fe.ssenden,  Frank,  Gran- 
ger, Gurley,  Hale,  Hanchett,  Hooper,  Horton,  Ilutchins, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Killinger, 
Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  JIcKean,  McKnight,  McPherson, 
Marston,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S. 
Morrill,  Nixon,  Olin,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Plielps,  Pomeroy, 
Porter,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Sar- 
gent, Slianks,  Sheffield,  Sherman.  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens, 
Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Train,  Trimble, Tiuwbridge, 
Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Van  Wyck,  \ii  ree.  Wall,  AVal- 
hice,  Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.Walton,  Washburne,  AVheehr, 
Albert  S.  White,  AVilson,  Windoni,  AVorcester— 90. 

Nays — Messrs.  A  lien,  A  ncona,  Joseph  Baily,  Jacob  B.  Blair, 
William  G.  Brown,  Calvert,  Cobb,  Corning,  Cravens,  Cris- 
field,  English,  Fouke,  Haight,  Harrison,  Jlolman,  Johnson, 
Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Leary,  Morris,  Noble,  Norton,  Nugen, 
Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Shiel,  John  B.  Steele,   William 

G.  Steele,  Vallandigham,  Vibbard,Voorhees,  Chilton  A.White, 
Wickliffc,  Woodruff,  Wright— ZQ. 

1862,  March  3 — Mr.  Holman  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  House,  the  unfor- 
tunate civil  war  into  which  the  Government  oi  the  United 
States  has  been  forced  by  the  treasonable  attempt  of  the 
southern  secessionists  to  destroy  the  Union,  should  not  bti 
prosecuted  lor  any  other  purpose  than  the  rcstoratiou  of 
the  authority  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  the  wellare  of 
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the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  is  permanently  in- 
volved in  maintaining  the  present  form  of  Government  un- 
der the  Constitution,  without  modification  or  change. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas  59,  nays 
59,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley^  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baker,  Baxter,  Be.iman,  Bingham,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake, 
Enffinton,  Burnham,  Campbell, Chamberlain,  Claris,  Colfax, 
Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Koscoe  Corikljng,  Conway,  Cutler, 
Davis,  Delano,  Duell,  Ely,  Fesseriden,  Franchot,  Frank, 
Hooper,  Ilutchins,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Loomis, 
Lovejoy,  ilcKnight,  McPherson,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson 
P.  Morrill,  .Justin  S.  Morrill,  P.itton,  Fike,  Pomeroy,  John 
I{.  PJee,  Biddle,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  i^tevens, 
Trowbridge,  Tan  Wyck,  Verree,  'Wallace,  Charles  W.  Wal- 
ton ,  AVheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Worcester 

Nays — Messrs.  Joseph  Baily,  Biddlp,  Jacob  B.  Blair, 
Gmrge  H  Brmune.  Wm.  G.  Brown,  Calwrt,  Clements,  Cohb, 
Oirning,  Cox.,  Cravr.ns,  CrUfieid,  Crittenden,  Diven,  Dunlap, 
Dunn,  Goodwin,  Grajiger,  Ilalc,  Hall.,  Hardiriq,  Ilarrison, 
IlcJman.  Ilorton.  Jofmson.  William  Kell"gg,  Knapp,  Lrnv, 
Lazcar,  Leary,  Mallory,  Maynard,  Ifenzi'S,  Nixon,  JS'ohlc, 
Nnell,  Norton,  Nugen,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Richardson, 
Eobinson,  James  6'.  Pollins,  Sheffield,  Shellabarger,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steele.,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis 
Tiiomas.  Trimble,  Vibbard.  Wadsworth,^Y&hsteT,  Whaley, 
Wicliiffe,  Woodruff,   Wright— m. 

The  Speaker,  (Mr.  Grow,)  voteJ  aye,  and  the 
resolution  was  tabled. 

IN  SENATE. 

1S61,  December  20 — Mr.  Willet  introduced 
the  following,  which  was  not  acted  upon : 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  war,  forced  upon  the  country 
by  the  instigators  of  the  rebellion  without  justitiable  cause 
or  provocation,  was,  and  is,  designed  by  them  to  destroy  the 
Union  and  the  Constitution ;  and  their  purpose,  moreover, 
was  at  first,  and  is  now,  to  disavow  and  repudiate  the  fund- 
amental principles  of  republican  government  on  which  our 
fathers  established^he  Union  and  the  Constitution. 

18G1,  December  16— Mr.  Ten  Eyck  offered 
this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  present  war  is  for  the  Union,  accord- 
ing to  the  Constitution;  that  its  object  is  to  save  the  former 
and  enforce  the  latter — was  so  in  the  beginning,  is  now  iis 
carried  on,  and  should  be,  to  the  last;  that  measures,  ex- 
treme and  radical,  disruptive  in  themselves,  involving  in  a 
common  fate  as  well  the  loyal  as  disloyal,  should  not  be 
resorted  to;  and  that  in  crushing  treason — wide-spread  and 
hateful  as  it  is — the  Government  itself  cannot  prove  traitor 
to  organic  law. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 

18G2,  Dec.  4— Mr.  Stevens  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Union  must  be,  and  remain,  one  and 
indivisible  forever. 

2.  That  if  any  person  in  the  employment  of  the  United 
States,  in  cither  the  legislative  or  executive  branch,  should 
propose  to  make  peace,  or  should  accept,  or  advise  the  ac- 
ceptance, of  any  such  proposition  on  any  other  basis  than 
the  integrity  and  entire  unity  of  the  United  States  and  their 
Territtries  iis  they  existed  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion,  he 
will  bi  guilty  of  a  high  crime. 

3.  That  this  Government  can  never  accept  the  mediation 
or  permit  the  intervention  of  any  foreign  nation,  during 
this  rebellion,  in  our  domestic  affciirs. 

,  4.  That  no  two  Governments  can  ever  be  permitted  to 
exist  within  the  tenutory  now  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  which  acknowledged  their  jurisdictiou  at  the 
time  of  the  insurrection. 

Which  were  read,  and  postponed  for  the 
present. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Wickliffe  offered  this  amend- 
ment, which,  being  out  of  order,  was  not  en- 
tertained : 

That  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  either  executive, 
legislative,  or  judicial,  who  is  opposed  to  close  the  present 
war  upon  preserving  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  with  all  its 
guarantees  and  privileges,  and  the  union  of  the  Status  as 
estiihlished  by  said  Constitution,  is  unworthy  to  hold  such 
tithce,  and  should  be  dismissed  or  removed  from  the  same. 


18G2,  December  5  —  Mr.  Vallandigham  of- 
fered the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Re^solved,  That  the  Union  as  it  was  must  be  restored 
and  maintained  one  and  indivisible  forever  under  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  is — the  fifth  article,  providing  for  amend- 
ments, included. 

2.  That  if  any  person  in  the  civil  or  military  service  of 
the  United  States  shall  propose  terms  of  pe;u;e,  or  accept 
or  advise  the  acceptance  of  any  such  terms,  on  any  other 
liasis  tlian  the  integrity  and  entirety  of  the  Federal  Union, 
and  of  the  several  States  composing  the  same,  and  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  Union,  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war, 
he  will  be  guilty  of  a  high  crime. 

3.  That  this  Government  can  never  permit  the  interven- 
tion of  any  foreign  nation  in  regard  to  the  present  civil  war. 

4.  That  the  unhappy  civil  war  in  which  wo  are  engaged 
was  waged  in  the  beginning,  professedlj',  not  in  any  spirit 
of  oppression  or  for  any  jmrpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation, 
or  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  interfering  with  the  rights 
or  established  institutions  of  those  States,  but  to  defend  and 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  to  preserve 
the  Union  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the 
several  States  unimpaired,  and  was  so  understood  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  people,  and  especially  by  the  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  States;  and  that,  therefore,  whoever  shall 
pei-vert,  or  attempt  to  pervert,  the  same  to  a  war  of  con- 
quest and  subjugation,  or  for  the  overthrowing  or  interfer- 
ing with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  any  of  the 
States,  and  to  abolish  slavery  therein,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  or  impairing  the  dignity,  equality,  or  rights  of 
any  of  the  States,  will  be  guilty  of  a  flagrant  breach  of 
public  tiiith  and  of  a  high  crime  against  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union. 

5.  That  whoever  shall  propose  by  Federal  authority  to 
extinguish  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  or  to  declare  any 
of  them  extinguished,  and  to  establish  territorial  govern- 
ments within  the  same,  will  be  guiltykof  a  high  crime  against 
the  Constitution  and  the  Union.         * 

6.  That  whoever  shall  affirm  that  It  is  competent  for  this 
House  or  any  other  authority  to  establish  a  dictotorship  in 
the  United  States,  thereby  supersecUng  or  suspending  the 
constitutional  authorities  of  the  Union,  and  shall  proceed 
to  make  any  move  toward  the  declaring  of  a  dictator,  will 
be  guilty  of  a  high  crime  against  the  Constitution  and  tho 
Union  and  public  liberty. 

Which  were  laid  upon  the  table — yeas  79, 
nays  50,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baker, 
Baxter,  Beaniau,  Bingham,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Bulfin- 
ton.  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling, 
Hoscoe  Conkling,  Covode,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano, 
Dueft,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fessenden, 
Thomas  A.  D.  Fessenden,  Fisher,  Franchot,  Frank,  Good-' 
win,  Gurley,  Hale,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Hooper,  Ilorton, 
Hutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Loomis,  Love- 
joy,  Low,  McPher.'ion,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Justin  S.  Mor- 
rill, Nixon,  Pike,  Ponieroy,  Porter,  Potter,  John  H.  Kiee, 
Kiddle,  Edward  H.  P^ollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks, 
SlieUabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan,  Spanl ding,  St;^vens,  Stratton, 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Train,  Trowbridge,  Van  llorn.  Van 
Valkeuburgh,  Van  'VVyck,  Walker,  AVall,  Wallace,  Wash- 
burne,  Wilson,  Windom,  Worcester — 79. 

Nays — Messrs.  William  J.  Alien,  Anemia,  Bailey,  Biddle, 
William  G.  Brown,  Clements,  Cobb,  Conway,  Cuming,  Cox, 
Cravens,  Crisjhld,  Dunlap,  Englislt,  F</uke.,  Granger,  Grider, 
Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  Jo/msnn,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear, 
Leary,  Mallory,  JIaynard,  Menzies,  Noble,  Nrnrbm,  Nvgen, 
I'endletnn,  Perry,  lYice,  Richardson,  Robinson,  Sheffield, 
Shitl,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William,  G.  Steele.,  Stiles,  Val- 
landigham, Vibbard,  Voorhecs,  Cliilton  A.  White,  Wickliffe, 
Woodruff,  Wright,  I'eaman — 00. 

1862,  December  8 — Mr.  Wright  offered  the 
following  joint  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  d-c,  That  the  rebellion,  on  the  part  of  the  se- 
ceding States,  against  the  Government  and  laws  of  this 
Union,  was  deliliierately  wicked,  and  without  reasonable 
cause;  the  compact  of  the  Union  beingperpetual,  no  State  has 
the  constitutional  power  to  forcibly  secede,  and  that  there 
was  no  grievance,  real  or  imaginary,  upon  the  i)art  of  the 
sececUng  States,  for  the  redress  of  which  the  Constitution 
does  not  furnish  ample  remedies. 

2.  That  the  rebellion  being  in  contravention  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  put 
it  down,  without  regard  to  cost,  or  the  consequences  that 
may  befall  those  engaged  in  it,  and  all  necessary  constitu- 
tional means  for  this  purpose,  and  this  alone,  should  be  fur- 
nished by  the  people.  That  inxsmuch  as  tho  groat  and 
wicked  crime  invoked  tho  power  of  the  sword,  ihe  war 
should  be  prosecuted  with  all  tho  vigor  and  strength  auJ 
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means  of  the  Federal  Government  till  rebellion  be  subdued, 
and  no  longer. 

3.  That  an  honorable  peace  is  desirable;  but  no  peace 
while  armed  opposition  menaces  the  Capital  and  threatens 
the  overthrow  of  the  Union;  nor  that  peace  which  would 
be  established  upon  the  dismembercilfracrmentsoi  a  mighty 
and  prosperous  nation;  and  that  man  who  would  entertain 
peace  upon  these  conditions  is  a  traitor  to  his  country,  and 
unworthy  the  protection  of  its  laws. 

4.  That  the  war  was  inaugurated  snTply  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion,  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union  as  it 
was ;  that  any  and  all  attempts  to  change  or  divert  this 
line  of  policy  is  a  fraud  upon  the  nation,  a  fraud  upon  the 
memory  of  the  gallant  men  who  have  sacrificed  their  lives, 
and  a  Iraud  upon  the  living  soldiers  who  now  stand  up  as  a 
wall  between  their  loved  country  and  its  wicked  invaders. 

5.  That  the  value  of  dollars  and  cents  does  not  enter  into 
the  momentous  question  of  the  maintenance  of  popular  lib- 
erty, or  the  preser\-ation  of  a  free  Government,  any  more 
tlian  the  lives  and  comfort  of  the  traitors  who  have  con- 
spired or  leagued  together  for  their  destruction. 

6.  That  the  Union  restored  the  war  should  cease,  and  the 
seceding  States  be  received  back  into  the  Union  with  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  to  which  they  were  originally 
entitled. 

Mr.  LovEJOT  moved  to  table  them,  wliich  was 
regected — yeas  43,  nays  68,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Baxter,  Beaman, Bingham, 
Samuel  S.  Blair,  Buffinton,  Chamberlain,  Frederick  A. 
Conkling,  Cutler,  Da^is,  Dawes,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Ely, 
Samuel  C.  <t'essenden,  Thomas  A.  D.  Fessenden,  Gooch, 
Goodwin,  Gurley,  Ilooper,  Horton,  Ilulchins,  Julian,  Fran- 
cis W.  Kellogg,  Lovcjoy,  Anson  P.  Momll,  Justin  S.  Mor- 
rill, Pike,  Potter,  John  II.  Kice,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Sloan, 
gpaulding.  Stevens,  Train,  Van  Horn,  Walker,  Wall,  Albert 
g.  White,  Wilson,  Wiudom— 43 

Nats — Messra.  Ancr/na,  Babbitt,  Baily,  Jacob  B.  Blair, 
Blake,  William  <^.  Brown,  Biu-nham,  Campbell,  Clark, 
Clements,  Cobb,  Conway,  Cox,  Cravens,  CrisJUdd,  Crittenden, 
Duell,  Dunlap,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Frank,  Granger,  Grider, 
Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  Jolinsrm,  William  Kellogg, 
KrMpp,  Law,  Lazcxir,  Loomis,  Low,  McKnight,  Mallnnj, 
Menzies,  Moorhead,  Morris,  Nixon,  Noble,  Olin,  Patton,  Pen- 
dleton, Pnce,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shef- 
field, Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Smitli,  John  B.  Steele,  Wm.  G. 
Steele,  sales,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Francis  Thomas, 
Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Wallace,  Washburne,  Whaley,  Chilton 
A.  ivy  lite,  WickliJ/'e,  Woodruff,  Worcester,  Wru/ht,  Tea- 
man— 68. 

They  were  then  postponed. 
First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

1863,  December  14— Mr.  Finck  offered  this 
resolution,  which  was  laid  over  under  the  rule  : 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment is  invested  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Btates  with  all  necessary  power  and  authority  to  suppress 
any  resistance  to  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  thereof,  and 
to  employ  the  army  and  navy  in  aid  of  ihe  civil  authority 
to  disperse  all  armed  resistance  to  the  rightful  power  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  and  whereas,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  this  House,  the  army  and  navy  cannot  be  right- 
fully used  to  subjugate  and  hold  as  conquered  tenitory  any 
of  the  States  of  this  Union  ;  Therefore, 

Be  itresolvid.  That  in  this  national  emergency  Congress 
will  forego  all  feeling  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  and 
will  recollect  only  its  duty  to  the  country;  that  this  war 
should  not  be  waged  on  our  part  in  anj'  spirit  of  oppression, 
nor  in  aiy  spirit  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  overthrowing  or  interfering  with  the  rights  or  es- 
tablished institutions  of  the  States,  but  to  defend  and  main- 
tain the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  preserve  the 
Union,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  th?  sev- 
eral Slates  unimpared;  and  as  soon  as  these  objects  are  at- 
tained the  war  ought  to  cease. 

April  11 — The  resolution  was  laid  oa  the  ta- 
ble— yeas  81,  nays  64,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman.  Blaine,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  Brooinall,  Wm.  O.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Fret  man  Cl.arko,  Col)b,  Cole,  Henry  WintiM-  Davis,  Thomas 
T.  Davif!-,  Demint,-,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eekley,  Eliot,  Farns- 
worth,  Frank,  Garfield.  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Iligby,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  II.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kasson,  KcHey,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nor- 
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ton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price, 
William  H.Randall,  Alexander  H.Rico,  Edw.ard  "ll.  Rol- 
lins, Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thaver,  Thomas,  Upson,  Tan 
Talkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Whaley,  WilUams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood- 
bridge — 81. 

Nats — Messrs.  Jam«s  C.Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr..  Bliss,  Janes  S. 
Brown,  Chanter,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Davjson,  2>e»- 
iscm,  Eden,  Eldridge,  English,  Finclc,  Gdnson,  Grider,  Hale, 
Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Hol- 
man, Philip  Johnson,  Wm.  Johnson,  Keman,  King,  Knapp, 
Lam,  Lazcar,  Long,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McDovjell,  McKin- 
ney,  Middlet'/n,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Kelson,  OdeH, 
Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Samml  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Stede,  Wm.  G. 
Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  Webster,  Wheeler, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winjleld,  Fernando 
Wood — &i. 

1863,  Dec.  14 — Mr.  Holman  offered  these  res- 
olutions : 

Resoloed,  that  the  doctrine,  recently  announced,  that  the 
States  in  which  an  armed  insurrection  has  existed  against 
the  Federal  Government  have  ceased  to  be  States  of  the 
Union,  and  shall  he  hold,  on  the  ultimate  defeat  of  that  in- 
surrection, as  Territories  or  subjugated  provinces,  and 
governed  as  such  by  the  absolute  will  of  Congress  and  the 
Federal  Executive,  or  restored  to  the  Union  on  conditions 
unknown  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  ought  to 
bo  rebuked  and  condemned  as  manifestly  unjust  to  th« 
loyal  citizens  of  those  States,  lending  to  prolong  the  war 
and  to  confirm  the  treasonable  theory  of  secession,  and  if 
carried  into  effect  must  greatly  endanger  the  public  liberty 
and  the  constitutional  powers  and  rights  of  all  of  the 
States,  by  centralizing  and  consolidating  the  jjowers  of  the 
government,  State  and  national,  in  the  Federal  Executive. 

2.  That  the  only  object  of  the  war  ought  to  be  to  subju- 
gate the  armed  insurrection  which  for  the  time  being 
suspends  the  proper  relations  of  certain  Slates  with  the 
Federal  Government,  and  to  re-establish  the  supremacy  of 
the  Constitution  ;  and  the  lo3-al  citizens  of  those  States, 
and  the  masses  of  the  people  thereof,  submitting  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  Constitution,  ought  not  to  be  hindered  from 
restoring  the  proper  relations  of  their  respective  States 
with  the  Federal  Government,  so  far  as  the  same  is  depend- 
ent  on  the  voluntary  act  of  the  people,  by  any  condition 
except  unconditional  submission  to  the  Const"itution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States.  In  the  language  heretofore  sol- 
emnly adopted  by  Congress,  the  war  ought  not  to  be 
waged  on  our  part  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subjuga- 
tion, or  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  interfering  with  the 
rights  or  established  institutions  of  those  States,  but  to  de- 
feud  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  to 
preserve  the  Union,,  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and 
rights  of  the  several  States  unimpaired  ;' and  as  soon  as 
those  objects  are  accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease. 

3.  That  all  necessary  and  proper  appropriations  of  money 
ought  to  be  promptly  made  by  this  Congress  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  Government, 
and  all  measures  of  legislation  necessary  to  increase  and 
promote  the  efSciency  of  the  army  and  navy  and  to  main- 
tain the  public  credit  ought  to  be  adopted;  that  through  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  peace,  on  the  basis  of  the 
union  of  the  States  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution, 
may  be  the  most  speedily  obtained. 

Which  were  laid  upon  the  table — yeaa  88, 
nays  66,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee, 
Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Clay,  Cobb, 
Cole,  Cre5\vell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes.  Dixon,  Don- 
nelly, Driggs,  Dumont,  Eekley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton, 
Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss, 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kasson,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan, 
Longyear,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe, 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  Jloorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
terson. Perhara.  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith- 
ers, Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson,  Van  Talken- 
burgh, Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washl  mm,  Whaley, 
Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodhridge— -S8. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks, 
William  G.  Brown,  Chanter,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Daw- 
srm,  Denismi,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck, 
Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Berv- 
jamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman, 
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WiUiam  Johnson,  Keman,  Kin^r,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le 
Blond,  Lovg,  Mallori/,  Marri/,  McDowell,  SIcKinney,  Wil- 
Uam  H.  Miller.  Janus  K.  Morris,  Morrison,  JHelson,  Noble, 
Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Rohhison,  lioi/crs,  Ross, 
Scott,  Siaith,  John  B.  Steele,  Sluart,  Voorliees,  Wadsworth, 
Ward,  Wheeler,  C7iiltonA.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Win- 
field,  Fernando  Wood,  I'eaman — 6G. 

Feb.  3 — Mr.  Coffroth  asked  consent  to  offer 
this  preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas  this  onco  happy  and  prosperous  nation  has  been 
for  nearly  three  years  attempting  to  crush  a  cruel,  unjust, 
and  unrijjhteous  rebellion;  and  whereas  Congress  did  on 
the  2Zd  of  July,  1S61,  with  unparalleled  unanimity  declare 
"  that  in  this  national  emergency,  Congress,  bani.?hing  all 
feelings  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  will  recollect  only 
its  duty  to  the  whole  country ;  that  this  war  is  not  waged 
on  their  part  in  any  spirit  of  oppression,  or  for  any  purpose 
of  conquest,  or  subjugation,  or  purpose  of  overthrowing  or 
interfering  with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of 
these  States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  suprem/jcy  of 
the  Constitution,  and  to  preserve  the  Union  with  all  the 
dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several  States  unim- 
paired; and  tliat  as  soon  as  these  objects  are  accomplished 
the  war  ought  to  cease ;"  and  whereas  the  President  of  the 
United  States  did,  on  the  22d  of  September,  A.  D.  1862,  and 
on  the  1st  of  January,  A.  D.  1863,  and  on  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber, A.  B.  1S63,  issue  proclamations  in  direct  violation  of 
this  resolution ;  and  whereas  said  proclamations  have  di- 
vided the  Union  people  of  the  North,  who  at  one  time  were 
united  in  their  ellbrts  to  crush  the  rebellion :  Therefore,  in 
order  to  unite  all  the  Union-loving  people,  and  to  carry  out 
the  spirit  of  said  resolution  and  restore  the  "Union  as  it 
was"  under  the  "Constitution  as  it  is." 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  respectfully  requested  to  withdraw  said  proclamations, 
BO  that  all  the  Union-loving  people  may  again  unite  to  man- 
tain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  preserve  the 
Union  with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  sev- 
eral States  unimpaired. 

To  which  Mr.  Grinnell  objected. 
1863,  December  16 — Mr.  James  S.  Rollins 
offered  this  resolution : 

Resolved,  That,  prompted  by  a  just  patriotism,  we  are  in 
favor  of  an  earnest  and  successful  prosecution  of  the  war, 
and  that  we  will  giveawarm  and  hearty  support  toall  those 
measures  which  will  be  most  effective  in  speedily  overcom- 
ing the  rebellion  and  in  securing  a  restoration  of  peace,  and 
which  may  not  stibstantially  infringe  the  Constitution  and 
tend  to  subvert  the  true  theory  and  character  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  we  hereby  reiterate  that  the  present  ileplor- 
able  civil  war  has  been  forced  upon  the  country  by  the  dis- 
anionists  now  in  revolt  against  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment ;  that  in  the  progress  of  tliis  war.  Congress,  banishing 
aW  feeling  of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  will  recollect 
only  its  duty  to  the  whole  country;  that  this  war  is  not 
waged  on  our  part  iu  any  spirit  of  oppression,  nor  for  any 
pwpose  of  conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  purpose  of  over- 
throwing or  interfering  with  the  rights  or  established  insti- 
tutions of  those  States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the 
Bupremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  preserve  the  Union 
with  all  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several 
States  unimpaired ;  that  as  soon  as  these  objects  are  accom- 
plished, the  war  ought  to  cease. 

A  motion  that  the  resolution  be  tabled  was 
disagreed  to — yeas  52,  nays  115,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
Baxter,  Eeaman,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broom- 
all,  Cole,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Du- 
mont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Hooper, 
Uotcbkiss,  Ilulbm-d,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Loan,  Longyear,  Lovejoy,  McClurg,  Jlclndoe,  Moorhead, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth, 
Perhara,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Schenck,  Sloan,  Spalding,  Ste- 
vens, Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  William  B.  Washburn, 
Whaley,  Wilder— 62. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Bail;/,  Augustus  CBaldivin,  John  D. Baldwin,  Blaine,  Jacob 
B.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks.  James  S.  Brown,  Chanter,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  Olay,  Cobb,  Coffroth,  Cor,  Cravens,  Creswell, 
Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deming,  Denison, 
Eden,  Edijrrton,  Eldridije,  English,  Farnsworth,  Fenton, 
Finclc,  Frank,  Ganson,  Uridcr,  Orisvjold,  Hale,  Hall,  Hard- 
ing, Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris, 
Hcrrick,  lligby,  Holman,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Hutchins, 
Philip  Joltnson,  ]Vm.  Johnson,  Kasson,  Orlando  Kellogg, 
Kcrnan,  King,  Knapp,Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  MaU 
lory.  Marc;/.  Marvin,  McAllister,  McBride,  McDowell,  Mc- 
Kinney,  Midilhlon,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  iVm.  //.  Milkr,  Mor- 
rill, Daniel  Mmris,  Jame.i  R.  Morris,  M>rris'm,  Nelson, 
NobU,   Oddl,  John   O'Neill,  Patterson,  PcndUion,  Perry, 


Pike,  Radford,  Samnel  J.  Randall,  ■William  H.  Kandall, 
Alexander  II.  Rice,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Jas.  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofleld,  Scott,  Shannon,  Smith,  Smith- 
ers,  Stebhins,  John.  B.  Steele,  Wm.  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse, 
Stuart,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Ward, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White, 
Joseph  W.  White,  Wilson,  Winjield,  Fernando  Wood,  Wood- 
bridge,  Teaman — 115. 

It  then  went  over  under  the  rule  ;  and 

May  30 — Mr.  Fernando  Wood  moved  that  it 

be  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  rejected — yeas 

27,  nays  114,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Brandegee,  Creswell,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes, 
Donnelly,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Garfield,  Grinnell,  Asahel  W. 
Hubbard,  .John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Littlejohn,  Schenck, 
Sloan,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windom,  Fernando  Wood — 27. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  0.  Allen,  Alley,  Ancona,  Baily.  Aw^ 
gustus  C.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  B.  Blair, 
Bliss.  Boyd,  Brooks,  James  S.  Broivn,  Chanter,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Coffroth,  Cole,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Daxvson,  Eckley,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  English,  Fenton, 
Finck,  Frank,  Ganson.  Gooch,  Griswold,  Ho.rding,  Harring- 
ton, Charles  M.  Hai-ris,  Herrick,  Higby,  Holman,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,  Hutchins,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Philip  Johnson, 
William,  Johnson,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Ket-nan, 
King,  Knapp,  Le  Blond,  Loan,  Long,  Longyear,  Mallory, 
Marcy.  Marvin,  McAllister,  McBride,  BIcClurg,  McDcnvclt, 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  J'a»ies  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Amo8 
Myers,  Leonaid  Myers,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odcll,  Charles  O'Neill, 
John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Pendleton,  Perham,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Wm. 
n.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Rogers,  Ed- 
ward H.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scotieid,  Scott, 
Shannon,  Smith,  Smithers,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G. 
Steele,  Stiles,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Thomas,  U&on,  A'an  Valken- 
burgh, Voorhees,  Wadsivorth,  William  B.  Washburn, 
W'ebster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Joseph  W.  White,  WUliams, 
Woodbridge,  I'eaman — 114.- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrill,  it  was  then  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Rebellious 
States — yeas  81,  nays  66. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
IN  SENATE. 

1864,  February  23 — Mr.  Carlile  introduced 
this  joint  resolution,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

Resolved,  dc,  1.  That  the  military  power  of  the  Goven>- 
ment  can  only  be  rightfully  exerted  against  individuals  in 
arms  opposing  its  authority.  That  the  prosecution  of  hosK 
tilities  against  the  citizens  of  the  Stiites  in  rebellion  ought 
to  be  for  the  sole  purpose  of  maintaining  the  constitutional 
Union,  and  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union  upon  the  basis 
of  the  Constitution,  leaving  to  each  State  the  regulation  of 
its  own  domestic  policy,  and  protecting  each  and  all  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  right  of  self-government  as  recognized  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  declare  by  procla- 
mation, whenever  the  people  of  any  of  the  States  now  re- 
sisting the  authority  of  the  United  States  shall  reorganize 
their  State  government  by  repudiating  the  ordinances  of 
secession  adopted  in  their  name  and  shall  recognize  their 
obligations  to  the  Union  under  the  Constitution,  full  par- 
don and  amnesty  to  the  people  of  such  State,  assuring  the 
citizens  thereof  that  all  their  rights  of  person  and  of  prop- 
erty under  the  Constitution  shall  be  restored  to  and  en- 
joyed by  them;  excepting,  however,  from  such  pardon  and 
amnesty  such  persons  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Legis- 
latiu'es  of  the  several  States  as  fit  persons  to  be  held  for 
trial  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States  under 
the  laws  thereof. 

ITS  PROSECUTION". 
Special  Session  of  Senate— 1861. 
1861,  March  26 — Mr.  Breckinridge  offered 
this  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  recommend  and  advise  the  re- 
moval of  the  United  States  troops  from  the  limits  of  the 

Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Clingman  offered  this  substitute: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  it  is  expedi- 
ent tliat  the  President  sliould  withdraw  all  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  from  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
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Florida,  Alabama,  JliBsissippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  and 
abstain  from  all  attempts  to  collect  revenues  in  the  said 
States. 

March  27 — Mr.  Trumbull  offered  this  reso- 
lution : 

Eesoh-ed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  true 
way  to  preserve  the  Union  is  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  Union ; 
that  resistance  to  their  enforcement,  whetlier  under  the 
name  of  anti-coercion  or  any  other  name,  is  encouragement 
to  disunion;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  use 
all  the  means  in  his  power  to  hold  and  protect  the  public 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  enforce  the  laws  thereof, 
as  well  in  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida, 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  as  within  the 
Other  States  of  the  Union. 

No  vote  was  taken  upon  either  of  these  prop- 
ositions. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 
1861,  July  26 — The  Senate  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Clark  : 

J3e  it  rpsohv.d,  d-c,  That  we,  as  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple and  .States,  respectively,  do  hereby  declare  our  fixed  de- 
termination to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Government 
ftnd  the  integrity  of  the  Union  of  all  these  United  States ; 
and  to  this  end,  as  far  as  we  m^  do  so,  we  pledge  the  entire 
resources  of  the  Government  and  people,  until  all  rebels 
Bhall  submit  to  the  one  and  cease  Iheh-  efforts  to  destroy 
the  other. 

The  vote  waa — yeas  34,  nays  1,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Browning,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Hide,  Harris,  Ilowe,  Johnson  of  Tennessee, 
King,  Lano  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latham,  McDougall, 
Morrill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Saiilshur/;,  Sherman,  Simmons, 
Bumner,  Ten  Eyck,   Thomson.  Trumbull,  Wade,  Willey — 34. 

Nays — Mr.  Breckinridge — 1. 

IN  HOUSE. 
July  15 — Mr.  McClernand  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Whereas  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
violation  of  their  constitutional  obligations,  have  taken  up 
arms  against  the  National  Government,  and  are  now  striv- 
ing, by  aggressive  and  iniquitous  war,  to  overthrow  it  and 
break  up  the  Union  of  these  States :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  hereby  pledges  itself  to  vote 
for  any  amount  of  money  and  any  number  of  men  which 
may  bo  necessary  to  insure  a  speedy  and  ctfectual  suppres- 
sion of  such  rebellion  and  the  permanent  restoration  of  the 
Federal  authority  everywhere  within  the  limits  and  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to — yeas  121, 
nays  5,  (Burnett,  Grider,  Norton,  Reid,  and 
Benjamin  Wood. ) 

July  22 — Mr.  Vandeter  asked  consent  to  offer 
this  resolution  : 

Resolpcd,  That  the  maintenance  of  the  Constitution,  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws, 
are  sacred  trusts  which  must  be  executed  ;  that  no  disaster 
shall  discourage  us  from  the  most  ample  performance  of 
this  high  duty;  and  we  pledge  to  the  country  and  the 
world  tlie  emplojinent  of  every  resource,  national  and  indi- 
vidual, for  the  suppression,  overthrow,  and  punishment  of 
rebels  in  arms. 

Consent  was  first  refused,  but  it  was  after- 
wards offered,  and  by  unanimous  consent, 
considered  and  agreed  to. 

July  22 — Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania,  of- 
fered this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  reverses  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  yesterday,  the  21st  instant,  at  Hull's  Run,  caused  by 
the  rebel  army,  have  in  no  manner  impaired  the  ultimate 
Buccess  of  our  arms,  but  that  the  cause  of  human  liberty, 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  ami  the  maintenance  of  the 
laws  pervading  the  hearts  and  affections  of  more  than 
twenty  millions  of  people,  are  a  sure  and  certain  guarantee 
that  the  flag  of  our  country  shall  bo  upheld,  and  the  Union 
preserved  to  the  peo] lie:  that  we  call  on  all  loyal  people 
of  the  Union  to  respond  manfully  to  the  demand  of  tho 
Government  in  furnishing  men  and  money,  and  to  stand 
toge(iier  in  its  support  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 


The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  with- 
a  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

1862,  May  26 — Mr.  Sumnbb  offered  this  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  war  for 
the  suppression  of  a  wicked  rebellion,  the  time  has  como 
for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  appeal  to  the 
loyalty  of  the  whole  people  everywhere,  but  especially  in 
the  rebel  districts,  and  to  invite  all,  without  distinction  of 
color  or  class,  to  make  their  loyalty  manifest  by  ceasing  to 
fight  or  labor  for  the  rebels,  and  also  by  rendering  every 
assistance  in  their  power  to  the  cause  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union,  according  to  their  ability,  whether  by  arms, 
or  lal  lor,  or  information,  or  in  any  other  way ;  and,  since 
protection  and  allegiance  are  reciprocal  duties,  dependent 
upou  each  other,  it  is  the  further  duty  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  maintain  all  such  loyal  people, 
without  distinction  of  color  or  class,  in  their  rights  as  Dun, 
according  to  the  principles  of  tho  Beclaration  of  Independ- 
ence. 

June  18 — Mr.  Grimes  offered  this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,)  That  it  is  the 
right  and  duty  of  the  Government  to  call  all  loyal  persona 
within  the  rebellious  States  to  its  armed  defence  against  tho 
traitors  who  are  seeking  its  overthrow. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN   HOUSK. 

1862,  December  5 — Mr.  Morrill  offered  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  at  no  time  since  the  commencement  of  tho 
existing  rebellion,  have  the  forces  and  materials  in  tho 
hands  of  the  executive  department  of  the  Government  been 
so  ample  and  abundant  for  the  speedy  and  triumphant  term- 
ination of  the  war  as  at  the  present  moment ;  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  loyal  American  citizens,  regardless  of  minor  dif- 
ferences of  opinion,  and  especially  the  duty  of  every  officer 
and  soldier  in  the  field,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Government — the  legislative  branch  included — 
as  a  unit,  to  cordially  and  unitedly  stiike  down  theassa*- 
sins,  at  once  and  forever,  who  have  conspired  to  destroy  our 
Constitution,  our  nationality,  and  that  prosperity  and  freo- 
dom  of  which  we  are  justly  proud  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
which  we  stand  pledged  to  perpetuate  forever. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  105,  nays  1,  aa 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baily, 
Baiter,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Blake,  William  Q. 
Brown,  Bufflnton,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Clements,  Cobb,  Col- 
fax, Frederick  A.  Cunkling,  Ro=coe  Conkling,  Corning,  Coa, 
Cravens,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes.  Delano,  Duell,  Ihinlap, 
Dunn,  Kdgerton,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Samuel  C,Fe8senden, 
Thomas  A.  D.  Fessenden,  Fisher,  Franchot,  Frank,  Gooch, 
Goodwin,  Granger,  Grider,  Gurley,  Hale,  Hall,  Harrison, 
Hickman,  Holman.  Hooper,  Horton,  Ilutchins,  Julian,  Kel- 
ley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg.  Wm.  Kellogg,  Leary,  Loomis.  Lovo- 
joy,  Low,  McPhereon.  Maynard,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Justin 
■^.Mnrrill,  Nixon,  Noble, ' Nugen,  Odell,  Olin,  Patton,  Perry, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Price,  John  H.  Pvice,  Riddle,  E.  H. 
Rollins,  Fargent,  Sedgwick,  Segar,  Shanks,  Sheffield.  Shellap 
barger.  Smith,  SpauUling,  John  B.  Steele,  Wm.  G.  Steele,  Ste- 
vens, ^  tratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  B'rancis  Thomas ,  Train, 
Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Van  VVyck, 
Walker,  Wallace,  Whaley,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodruff,  Wor- 
cester, Wright— 10S>. 

Nat— Mr.  William  J.  AUen—X. 

Mr.  Cox  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  tho  word  "assassins,"  used  in  the  resolo-^^ 
tion  this  day  offered  by  the  member  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
Morrill,]  is  intended  by  this  House  to  include  all  men, 
whether  from  tho  North  or  tho  South,  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  producing  tho  present  war,  and  especially 
those  in  and  out  of  Congress  who  have  been  guilty  of  fla- 
grant breaches  of  the  Constitution,  and  who  are  not  in 
lavor  of  the  establishment  of  the  Union  as  it  was  and  tho 
Constitution  as  it  is. 

Which  was  laid  upon  the  table — yeas  85, 
nays  41,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baity. 
Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel 
S.  liliiir,  Blake,  BuflSnton,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Colfax, 
Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Boscoe  Conkling,  Conway.  Covode, 
Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Ely, 
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Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fessenden,  Thomas  A.  D.  Feosenden, 
Fisher,  Franchot, Frank,  Goodwin,  Hale,  Ilarriaou,  Hickman, 
Hooper,  Horton,  Hntchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Leary,  Loomis, 
Lovejoy,  Low,  McPherson,  Mavnar<I,  JMitclicU,  Sloorhead, 
Justin  S.  Morrill, Olin,  Patton,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Potter, 
John  H.Rice,  Kiddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick, 
Segar,  Shanlts,  Sheffvld,  Shellabarger,  Slierman,  Sloan, 
Spaulding,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thoniaa,  Francis 
Thomas,  Train,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  A'an  Valkenburgh, 
Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Wallace,  Washbiirne,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Worcester — 85. 

Nats — Messr.s.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancono,  William  G. 
Brown,  Clements,  Cobb,  Coniin/j,  Cox,  Dunlap,  Evglish, 
Granger,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  Johnsrm,  Lazear, 
Mallory,  ilenzies,  Nohle,  Ncn-ton,  JVur/en,  Pendleton,  Perri/, 
Price,  Richardson,  Robinson,  Shiel,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele, 
Wm.  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Vullandigham,  Vibhard,  Voorliees, 
Ward,  \MiaIey,  Chilton  A.  While,  Wickliffe,  Woodruff, 
Wright,  Teaman — 41. 

1862,  December  15 — Mr.  Conway  offered  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  freedom  and  slavery  cannot  co-exist  in  the 
same  Government  without  producing  endless  strife  and 
dvil  war ;  that  "  a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot 
Stand;"  and  that  "  this  nation  must  he  all  free  or  all  slave." 

2.  That  the  American  Union  consists  of  those  States 
which  are  now  loyal  to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

3.  That  a  restoration  of  the  Union,  as  it  existed  prior  to 
the  rebellion,  would  be  a  greater  calamity  than  the  rebel- 
lion itself,  since  it  would  give  new  life  to  the  '•  in'epressible 
conflict,"  and  entail  upon  the  nation  another  cycle  of  bitter 
contention  and  civil  war. 

4.  That  the  seceded  States  can  only  bo  put  down,  if  at  all, 
by  being  regarded  as  out  of  constitutional  relations  with 
the  Union,  and  by  being  assailed  upon  principles  of  ordinary 
warfare  as  between  separate  nations. 

5.  That  if  any  person  in  the  employment  of  the  United 
States,  in  either  the  legislative  or  executive  branches, 
ehould  propose  to  make  peace,  or  should  accept  or  advise 
the  acceptance  of  any  such  proposition  on  any  basis  which 
would  restore  the  slave  power  to  its  former  supremacy  in 
the  Government,  or  by  any  new  compromise  or  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  recognize  slavery  as  an  element  of 
power,  such  person  will  bo  guilty  of  a  high  crime. 

6.  That  the  superior  resources  and  military  prowess  of 
the  North  in  the  struggle  are  beyond  dispute,  and  that  the 
question  of  its  success  turns  not  upon  its  relative  ability, 
but  on  the  fitness  of  its  chief  Executive  Magistrate  to  give 
effect  to  its  power. 

7.  That  it  is  unsafe  to  intrust  the  execution  of  any  system 
erf  administration  to  persons  who  are  not  in  cordial  sym- 
pathy therewith,  and  that  no  change  of  policy  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  war  is  more  than  nominal  which  is  not  accom- 
panied by  a  complete  change  in  the  persouTiel  of  the  execu- 
tive department. 

8.  That  it  is  a  matter  for  serious  reflection  whether  an- 
other election  for  President  must  not  supervene  before  the 
rightful  .authority  of  the  nation  can  be  established,  and 
whether,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  not  a  flagiant  waste  of  our 
energies  to  continue  the  war. 

9.  That  unless  llie  army  of  the  West  shall  have  swept 
through  the  valley  of  the  ilississippi  to  its  mouth,  and  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  annihilated  the  legions  of  Lee  and 
Jackson,  thus  subverting  the  milita.ry  power  of  the  rebel- 
lion, within  a  reasonable  time,  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  and  humanity  will  require  a  eessation  of  hos- 
tilities. 

10.  That  the  States  of  the  North,  composing  the  American 
nation  and  wielding  its  power,  must  ever  remain  one  and 
indivisible  on  the  basis  of  freedom  for  all,  without  distinc- 
tion of  race,  color,  or  condition  ;  that  their  mission  must 
ever  be  to  extend  their  own  civilization  over  the  entire 
continent ;  and  that  whatever  derangements,  difficulties, 
checks,  or  defeats  they  may  encounter,  they  must  forever 
cherish  and  pursue  the  inspiring  idea  of  nationality  and  con 
tinental  dominion. 

Which  were  laid  upon  the  table — yeas  132, 
nay  1,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs,  Aldrich,  WilHam  J.  Allen,  Alley,  Ancma, 
Babbitt,  Baity,  Baker,  Beaman,  BiddU,  Bingham,  Samuel 
8.  Blair,  Blake,  William  G.  Brown,  Buffinton,  Calvert,  Cham- 
berlain, Clark,  Clements,  Cobb,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conk- 
ling,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Cox,  Crisfield,  Crittenden,  Cutler, 
Dawes,  Delano,  Delaplaine,  X)\ip\\,'l)unlap,  Dunn,  Edgerton, 
Edwards,  Eliot,  English,  Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fessenden, 
Thomas  A.  D.  Fessenden,  Fisher,  Fouke,  Franchot,  Frank, 
Gooch,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Grider,  Giu-ley,  Haight,  Hall, 
Harding,  ILirrison,  Hickman,  Holman,  Hooper,  Hntchins, 
Julian,  Kelley,  William  Kellogg,  Kerrigan,  Killinger,  Lan- 
Bing,  Leary,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low,  McKuight,  MtPherson, 
ilallori/,  Mayuord,  Memies,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anaon  P. 


Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Morris,  Nixon,  Nohle,  Koell,Nbr' 
ton,  Odell,  Patton,  I'endleton,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Potter, 
Price,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Richardson,  Kid- 
dle, Robinson,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Se- 
gar, Shanks,  SJiefficld,  Shellabarger,  Shicl,  Sloan,  Sniitli, 
Spauldlng,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F. 
Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  FaJ- 
landigjiam.  Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Verree,  Wads- 
worth,  Walker,  Wall,  Wallace,  Ward,  Washburne,  Whaley, 
Albert  S.  White,  Chiltm  A.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wilson,  Win- 
dom, WoodrulT,  Worcester,  Wright,  Teaman — 132. 
Nat — Mr.  Conway — 1. 

1863,  January  5 — Mr.  Blake  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  earnestly  desires  the  most 
speedy  and  effectual  measures  taken  to  put  down  the  rebel- 
lion ;  that  any  propositions  for  peace  or  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties at  this  time  on  any  terms  other  than  ail  unconditional 
submission  of  the  rebels  now  in  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
would  be  pusillanimous  and  traitorous ;  that  the  members 
of  this  lionise  do  hereby  give  the  most  earnest  assurances 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  they  will  cheerfully 
co-operate  with  the  President  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  in  any  measures  he  may  deem  proper, 
sanctioned  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  civilized 
warfare,  to  strengthen  the  military  power  of  our  gallant 
soldiers  in  the  field  defending  the  Government,  and  to 
weaken  that  of  the  enemy  laboring  to  destroy  it. 

2.  That  the  only  alternative  Government  can  or  ought  at 
this  time  to  offer  to  rebels,  is,  submit  or  be  conquered. 

AVhich  was  considered,  but  no  action  taken 
thereon. 

January  8 — Mr.  Holman  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  duty  of  maintaining  the  integrity  of 
the  Union  of  the  States  under  the  present  form  of  govern- 
ment, with  the  limitations  of  the  Constitution  unimpaired, 
is  most  sacred  and  obligatory,  and  no  proposition  tending  to 
destroy  the  Union,  or  vjolate  the  obligations  of  the  Consti- 
tution, can  rightfully  bo  entertained  or  considered  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people  in  any  of  the  departments  of 
the  Government. 

2.  That  the  free  and  unrestricted  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  must  be  restored  and  maintained  as  the  com- 
mon and  absolute  right  of  the  people  of  all  of  the  States, 
and  the  duty  to  vindicate  the  same  against  every  effort  to 
impair  it,  is  imperative,  and  cannot,  under  any  circum- 
stances, be  abandoned  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

The  considel"ation  of  which  was  postponed 
until  the  14lh  instant,  but  not  again  called  up. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eightli  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1864|  January  1 — Mr.  Amo3  Myers  offered 
the  following,  which  were  referred  to  the  iielect 
Committee  on  the  Rebellious  States  : 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  Federal  Got- 
ernment  is  invested  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  with  all  necessary  power  and  authority  to  suppress 
any  resistance,  whether  armed  or  unarmed,  to  the  rightful 
power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved,  That  in  this  national  emergency  Congress 
will  forego  all  feeling  of  mere  passion,  except  that  which 
loyalty  dictates,  all  resentment  except  such  as  is  due  tc  • 
treason;  and  that  this  war  of  national  selt-defence  against 
armed  rebels,  insurrectionary  traitors,  and  sjTupathizing 
abettors,  should  bo  waged  on  our  part  until  such  rebels  and 
traitors  are  conquered  into  love  for  the  Union,  and  made 
obedient  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Stiites, 
and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  country,  and  of  sub- 
mission to  the  emancipation  proclamation,  and  the  proclfv- 
mation  of  December  8,  18C3;  and  when  those  objects  are 
accomplished,  the  leading  rebels  and  chief  traitors  should 
be  hung,  and  the  war  cease. 

1864,  January  18 — Mr.  Green  Clay  Smith 
offered  this  preamble  and  resolution : 

WTiereas  a  most  desperate,  wicked,  and  bloody  rebellion 
exists  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tho  United  States,  and  the 
safetj'  and  secuiity  of  personal  and  national  liberty  depend 
upon  its  utter  and  absolute  extinction :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  political,  civil,  moral,  and  sacred 
duty  of  the  people  to  mf«t  it,  fight  it,  crush  it,  and  forever 
destroy  it. 
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Mr.  James  C.  Allen  moved  to  lay  them  on 
the  table ;  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  26, 
nays  102, 

The  Yeas  were : 

Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Brooks,  Chankr,  Dem- 
iug,  Venison,  Eden,  Edgertmi,  Eldridge,  Herrick,  William, 
Johnson,  Knapp,  Lfmg,  Marcy,  McDowell,  MeKinney,  Wm. 
JI.  Miller,  Pendleton,  Robinson,  Ross,  Stiles,  Slrouse,  Vbor- 
hees,  Chilt<m  A.  White,  Fernando  Wood,  Teaman — 26. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  112, 
nays  16,  as  follows  : 

Teas  —  Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Jolin  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Blaine,  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr.,  Jacolj  B.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Brandegee,  Broomall,  James  S.  Brawn,  William  G.  Brown, 
Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cole,  Cravens,  Cres- 
well,  Dawes,  Doming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  El- 
dridge, Eliot,  English,  Farnsworth,  Fcnton,  Fi,'ank,  Gonson, 
Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Hale,  Hording,  Higby, 
Holman,  Hooper,  IIotchld.is,  Asabel  \V.  Hubbard,  Hutcldns, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Or- 
lando Kellogg,  Kemcm,  Loan,  Longyear,  Lovcjoy,  Marvin, 
McBride,  McClnrg,  Mclndoe,  Middleton,  Samuel  F.  Jliller, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Slorris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Nelson,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Radford,  William  II.  Randall,  Alex- 
ander H.  Kice,  John  U.  Eice,  Rogers,  Edward  H.  Kollins, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Smith,  Smith- 
»  ers,  Spalding,  Stehbins,  Stevens,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat, 
Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  VrJkenburgh,  Wads- 
wcnrth,  Ellihu  B.  Washburnc,  William  B.  Washljurn,  Web- 
ster, Whaley,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Winjield,  Woodbridge — 112. 

Nats — Messrs.  J.  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Denison,  Benjamin  G. 
Harris,  Long,  Marcy,  McDowell,  William  H.  Miller,  Morri- 
son, John  O'Keill,  Pendleton,  Robinson,  Stiles,  Voorhees, 
CJiiUan  A.  White,  Fernando  Wood — 16. 

1864,  Feb.  8— Mr.  Wm.  G.  Brown  offered 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  laid  over 
under  the  rule  : 

Whereas  our  beloved  country,  our  highly  cherished  in- 
Btitutions,  Constitution,  and  Union  of  the  States,  aro  all 
imperilled  by  a  causeless  and  wicked  rebellion:  Be  it 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  It  is  the  duty  of  every  loyal  citizen  to 
give  to  the  Government,  and  to  the  agents  in  its  employ, 
both  in  the  cabinet  and  in  the  field,  all  the  legitimate  aid 
and  comfort  in  his  power  in  their  efl'orts  to  put  down  such 
rebellion. 

2.  That,  as  the  rebels  began  the  war,  we  will  prosecute  it 
nntil  the  last  insurgent  is  disarmed  and  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  acknowledged  over  every  foot  of  ground  be- 
longing to  the  Republic. 

3.  That  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  we  vrA\  use  all  the 
military  power  of  the  Government,  but  will  combine  with 
it  all  the  means  of  conciliation  calculated  to  give  to  the 
Government  and  country  an  honorable  and  lasting  peace. 

4.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government,  so  far  as  it  is  in 
its  power  to  give  equal  protection  to  all  loyal  citizens  with- 
out reference  to  their  locality,  whether  residing  within  the 
seceded  or  loyal  States;  and  one  of  the  strong  incentives 
to  a  \igorous  prosecution  of  the  war  is  to  rescue  our  loyal 
brethren  of  the  rebellious  States  from  the  domination  of  a 
military  despotism. 

1864,  Feb.  8— Mr.  Jacob  B.  Blair  offered 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which 
were  laid  over  under  the  rule : 

Whereas  the  present  deplorable  civil  war  was  inaugu- 
rated and  is  still  carried  on  by  a  few  desperate  but  daring 
men  who,  without  any  cause  whatever,  have  not  only  filled 
the  land  with  widows  and  orphans  and  caused  almost  un- 
told millions  of  treasure  to  be  spent,  but  have  put  in  peril 
the  very  life  of  that  Government  which  never  deprived 
them  of  one  solitary  right,  but  which  was  so  mild  and  be- 
neficent it  was  only  known  by  the  blessings  it  conferred. 
And  whereas  Jeflerson  Davis,  the  chief  of  rebels,  is  reported 
to  have  said  in  a  speech  delivered  in  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
In  December,  1862  :  "My  only  wonder  is  that  we  consented 
to  live  so  long  a  time  in  association  with  such  miscreants 
(referring  to  the  peopla  of  the  North)  and  have  loved  a 
Government  ration  to  the  core.  Were  it  ever  to  bo  pro- 
posed again  to  enter  into  a  union  with  such  a  people  I 
could  no  more  consent  to  do  it  than  to  trust  myself  iu  a 
den  of  thieves."  And  whereas  this  same  high  official  in 
the  great  synagogue  of  rebeklora  has  repeatedly  since,  in 
his  messagts  to  the  Rebel  Congress,  utterly  repudiated  the 


idea  of  ever  ceasing  his  wicked  designs  and  returning  to 
his  allegiance  to  the  Government,  whose  Constitution  and 
laws  he  has  trampled  under  foot ;  and  has  also  declared 
that  no  compromise  would  be  entertained  by  him,  or  thosa 
he  represents,  that  did  not  secure  to  the  States  iu  rebellion 
their  independence  and  final  separation  from  the  United 
States.  And  whereas  Alexander  II.  Stephens,  the  Vice 
President  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy,  is  reported 
to  have  said  in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  month  of  July, 
18C3,  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  "  As  for  reconstruction, 
such  a  thing  was  impossible  ;  such  an  idea  must  not  ba 
tolerated  for  an  instant.  Reconstruction  would  not  eadtha 
war,  but  would  produce  a  more  horrible  war  than  that  ia 
which  we  are  now  engaged.  The  only  terms  on  which  we 
can  obtain  permanent  peace  is  final  and  complete  separa- 
tion from  the  North.  Rather  than  submit  to  anythiag  short 
of  that,  let  us  all  resolve  to  die  like  men  worthy  of  free- 
dom." And  whereas  John  Letcher,  in  one  of  his  messages 
to  the  rebel  legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  declared  : 
"The  alliance  between  us  is  dissolved, (meaning  between 
the  United  States  and  the  southern  States,)  never,  I  trust, 
to  be  renewed,  at  any  time,  under  any  conceivable  state  of 
circumstances."  Aiid  whereas  the  Richmond  Enquirer, 
one  of  the  organs  and  advocates  of  this  imaginary  South- 
ern Confederacy,  in  its  issue  of  January  9,  1863,  savs  : 
"  Separation  is  inevitable.  War  has  failed  to  prevent  iC 
Peace  cannot  stop  it.  An  armistice  with  propositions  for 
reconstruction  by  constitutional  amendments  of  conven- 
tions of  States  would  very  soon  reveal  the  fact  that  separa- 
tion was  final  ;  and  so  far  as  one  generation  can  siieak  for 
its  successors,  it  is  eternal."  And  whereas  the  Richmond 
Dispatch  of  January.lO,  1863,  another  organ  of  the  leaders 
of  this  wanton  and  unprovoked  rebellion,  said  in  response 
to  a  peace  and  reunion  speecli,  delivered  in  New  Vork  by 
the  editor  of  the  Express,  "  That  we  assure  him  that  the 
people  of  the  Confederate  States  would  infinitely  prefer 
being  the  vassals  of  France  or  England  ;  nay,  they  would 
prefer  to  be  serfs  of  Russia,  to  becoming  in  any  manner 
whatever  associated  politically  or  otherwise  "with  the 
Yankee  States."  And  further,  "that  President  Davis  ex- 
pressed the  sentiment  of  the  entire  Confederacy  in  his 
speech  the  other  night,  (in  Richmond,)  when  he  said  'the 
people  would  sooner  unite  with  a  nation  of  hyenas  than 
with  the  detestable  Yankee  nation.  Anything  but  that. 
English  colonization,  French  vassalage,  Russian  serfdom — 
all,  all  are  preferable  to  any  association  with  the  Yan- 
kees.' "  And  whereas  the  Richmond  Sentinel,  still  another 
advocate  of  this  now-fledged  Confederacy,  in  its  comments 
on  the  proceedings  of  what  is  known  as  the  Frank  Pierce 
meeting,  held  at  Concord,  Now  Hampshire,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1863,  says,  "Do  the  Now  Hampshire  Democrats  sujv 
pose  for  one  moment  that  wo  could  so  much  as  ttin/^of  a 
reunion  with  such  a  people  ?  Rather  tell  one  to  be  wedded 
to  a  corpse  ;  rather  join  hands  with  the  fiend  from  the  pit. 
Tbe  blood  of  many  thousands  of  martyrs  is  between  us. 
A  thousand  feelings  of  horror  repel  the  idea  of  a  renewal 
of  affection."  And  whereas  the  Richmond  Whig,  auotber 
mouth-pioce  of  treason  and  of  crime,  in  its  issue  of  the  10th 
of  January,  1863,  speaking  of  those  who  are  opposed  to 
breaking  up  the  Union  bequeathed  to  them  by  their  fathers, 
says,  "They  are  by  nature  menials,  and  fitted  only  for 
menial  duties.  They  are  in  open  and  flagrant  insurrec- 
tion against  their  natural  lords  and  masters,  the  gentlemen 
of  the  South.  Iu  the  exercise  of  their  assumed  privilogea 
they  deport  themselves  with  all  the  extravagant  airs,  the 
insolence,  the  cruelty,  the  cowardice  and  love  of  rapine, 
which  have  ever  characterized  the  revolt  of  slaves.  The 
former  leniency  of  their  masters  only  serves  to  aggravate 
the  ferocity  of  their  nature.  When  they  aro  again  reduced 
to  subjection,  and  taught  to  know  their  place,  we  must  take 
care  to  put  such  trammels  about  them  that  they  will  never 
have  an  opportunity  to  play  their  tricks  again."  It  is, 
therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  tJniteil  States  to  conciliate  the  leaders  of  the 
present  reliellion,  or  comprcmiise  tho  questions  involved, 
would  be  bu  tan  attempt  on  the  one  hand  torob  the  gallows  of 
its  own,  and  on  the  other  to  humiliate  and  bring  into  utter 
contempt  this  Government  in  the  estimation  of  the  civilized 
world. 

2.  That  every  State  which  has  ever  been  is  still  a  State  la 
the  Union,  and  that  when  this  rebellion  shall  have  been  put 
down  each  of  the  so-called  seceding  States  will  have  the 
same  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  under  tho  Constitu- 
tion as  anj'  of  the  loyal  States,  except  so  far  as  tho  holding 
of  African  slaves  in  bondage  is  affected  by  tho  President's 
proclamation  of  tho  1st  of  January,  1863,  the  action  of  Con» 
gross  on  the  subject,  or  the  events  of  tho  war. 

3.  That  this  House  utterly  repudiate  the  doctiino  ad- 
vanced by  some,  that  the  Bo-ci.lled  seceding  States  liav» 
ceased  to  be  States  of  and  in  the  Union,  and  have  be- 
come Territories  thereof,  or  stand  in  the  relation  of  foreign 
powers  at  war  therewith. 
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1864,  Feb.  29— Mr.  Schenck  offered  these 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  present  war  which  thia  Government 
is  carrying  on  against  arnicd  insurrectiomsts  and  others, 
banded  together  under  the  name  of  "Southern  Confed- 
eracy," was  brought  on  by  a  wicked  and  wholly  unjustifia- 
ble rebellion,  and  all  those  engaged  in  or  aiding  or  encour- 
aging it  are  public  enemies,  and  should  be  treated  as  such. 

2.  That  this  rebellion  shall  be  effectually  put  down ;  and 
tliat,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  rebellion,  in  futin-e, 
the  causes  which  led  to  this  one  must  be  permanently  re- 
moved. 

3.  That  in  this  struggle  which  is  going  on  for  the  saving 
of  our  country  and  free  government,  there  is  no  middle 
ground  on  which  any  good  citizen  or  trae  patriot  can  stand ; 
neutrality,  or  indifference,  or  anything  short  of  a  hearty 
support  of  the  Government,  being  a  crime  where  the  ques- 
tion is  between  loyalty  and  treason. 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been  called, 
The  first  resolution  and  the  first  branch  of 
'the  second  were  agreed  to.  The  second  branch 
of  the  second  resolution,  "And  that,  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  such  rebellions  in  future,  the 
causes  which  led  to  this  one  must  be  perma- 
nently removed,"  was  agreed  to — yeas  124, 
nays  none,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Alley,  Allison,  Ames, 
Ancona,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr.,  Jacob  B. 
Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Brooks, 
Ambrose  W.Chark,  Freeman  Clarke,  CZciy,  Cobb,  Coffroth, 
Cole,  Cox,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Dawson, 
Deming,  Denison,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumout.  Eck- 
ley,  Ellen,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Finck, 
Frank,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Halo,  Hernck,  Higby, 
Hblman,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H. 
Hubljard, /7m/c/(1((S,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Kernati.  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Loan,  Long,  Lovejoy, 
Marcy,  Marvin,  McBiide,  JlcClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Wm.  H.  JAZkc,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Morrison,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nelson,  Noble, 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  ,Tohn  O  Neill,  Patterson,  Perhani, 
Pomeroy,  Prici'.  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Wininm  H. 
Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Ross,  Schenck,  Scofi eld,  &;o«,  Shan- 
non, Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stebb ins,  John  B. 
Steele,  Wm.  G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stilf^i,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat, 
Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Voor- 
hees,  William  B.  'Washburn,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Wiudom,  Winfield,  Woodbridge — 124. 

Nats — None. 

The  third  resolution  was  agreed  to — yeas 
109,  nays  none,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  ./awes  C.  Allen,  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  An- 
derson, Arnold,  Baili/,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Bald- 
win, Baxter,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee, 
JBroo/L-s,  Ambrose  W.Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Cox,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Deni- 
son, Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eldridge, 
Eliot,  Fenton,  Finck.  Frank,  Ganson,  Garfield,  Grinnell, 
Griswold,  Hale,  Harrington,  Iligby,  Bolman,  Hotchkiss, 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard  John  II.  Hubbard,  Hutchins,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Ker- 
nan.  King,  Knapp.  hoiia,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  McBride,  Mo- 
Clurg,  Mclndoe,  McKinncy,  William  H.  Milltr,  Moorhead, 
Worrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Morrison,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Nelson,  Noble,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Jolin  O'Neill, 
Patterson.  Perham,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Radford,  Samuel  J. 
Randall,  William  H.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding, 
Starr,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Sleek,  William  G.  Steele,  Strouse, 
Stuart,  Thayer, Thomas,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  EUihu 
B.  Washburue,  Wiiliom  B.  Washburn,  AVhaley,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Winjield,  Woodbridge— 109. 

Nats— None. 

18G4,  March  14— Mr.  John  H.  Rice  offered  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  laid  over 
under  the  rule : 

Whereas  the  vital  principle  of  our  national  life  emanated 
from  and  survives  in  the  grand  and  Heaven-inspired  declara- 
tion "  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ;  that  among 
these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;"  and 
whereas  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  estab- 
lished and  the  Constitution  adopted  in  the  earnest  desire 
and  confident  expectation  that  both  would  speedily  and 
flnaUy  operate  in  harmony  with  said  "declaration,"  and 


thereby  secure  to  all  native  and  nattiralized  citizens  equal 
civil  rights  and  privileges,  regardless  of  all  conditiDns  of 
birth,  race,  descent,  worldly  possessions,  or  religious  faith ; 
and  whereas  the  system  of  American  slavery  has  been  and 
is  utterly  subversive  and  destructive  of  thoaforesaid  prin- 
ciples, desires,  and  expectations,  and  has  been  the  fruitful 
progenitor  of  all  manner  of  evils — social,  moral,  and  politi- 
cal— producing  cruelty  and  oppression  to  the  slave,  de- 
moralization and  degradation  to  the  free  laborer,  and 
brutalization  and  arrogance  in  the  slave-driver  and  the 
slave-master,  and  has  finally  culminated  in  robbery  and 
mui-der,  rebellion  and  civil  war,  and  h.os  thus  conclusively 
demonstrated  that  it  cannot  be  longer  tolerated  with  safety 
to  the  Government  and  jjcace  to  the  Union,  and  that  jni> 
tice,  sound  morality,  and  national  unity,  each  and  all, 
demand  its  entire  extinction;  and  whereas  our  people  of 
African  descent  have  in  the  present  war  been  more  unani- 
mous in  their  loyalty  to  the  Government  and  their  devoted- 
ness  to  the  Union  th.an  any  other  class,  and  have,  at  the 
call  of  Congress  and  the  Executive,  sprung  to  arms  (o  pro 
tect  the  one  and  maintain  the  other,  and  have  bravely  and 
nobly  vindicated  their  courage  and  their  manhood  upon  the 
land  and  upon  the  water — on  the  battle-field  and  on  the 
gun-deck;  and  whereas  the  freednien  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  elsewhere  in  the  United  States  have,  by  their 
obedience  to  the  laws,  their  willingness  to  labor,  their 
desire  for  Improvement,  and  their  ability  to  perform  mili- 
tary service,  evinced  their  capabilities  as  citizens  and 
soldiers,  and  thus  practically  reversed  and  annihilated  the 
monstrous  judicial  dictum  and  heartless  party  dogma  that 
"they  have  no  rights  which  white  men  are  bound  to  re- 
spect:" Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shonld, 
by  positive  and  efl'ective  legislation,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  true  theory  of  our  republican  form  of  government» 
guaranty  and  secure  equality  of  civil  rights  and  privileges 
to  all  classes  of  persons  residing  within  the  District  of  Co 
lumbia  and  the  Trritories,  and  whatever  else  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  possesses  sole  and  exclusive  juri^ 
diction,  who  are  required  and  made  liable,  uuder  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws,  to  contribute  to  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  Government  by  taxation  and  military 
service,  and  in  like  manner  to  protect,  secure,  and  defend 
all  persons  in  life,  liberty,  and  lawful  pursuits,  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Republic. 

2.  That  American  slavery,  having  engendered  the  rebeV 
lion  and  sustained  and  prolonged  the  war,  by  which  nn 
counted  thnusands  of  the  bfst  citizens  of  the  Republic  have 
been  made  to  suffer  and  bleed  and  die,  and  being  subversive 
of  natural  right  and  justice,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  destructive  of  the  best  interests  of  society,  dis- 
graceful to  our  civilization,  dangerous  to  the  Republic,  and 
accursed  of  God  and  all  good  men,  should  not  be  longer  tole- 
rated, but  should,  by  force  of  law  in  the  adhering  States  and 
the  power  of  arms  in  the  rebellious  States,  be  forever  abot- 
ished  and  exterminated. 

3.  That  all  statutes,  legislative  acts,  and  city  ordinances, 
having  the  force  of  law,  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  tho 
organized  Territories  of  the  United  States,  whereby  persons 
of  African  descent  residing  th  rein  are  deprived  of  their 
civil  rights  and  restrained  of  their  just  privileges,  ought  in 
justice  to  be  repealed  and  declared  void. 

May  23— Mr.  Kinney,  of  Utah  Territory, 
offered  this  resolution ;  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  (as  the  sense  of  this  House,)  That  the  present 
crisis  in  the  history  of  tliis  causeless  and  unjustifiable  re- 
bellion calls  loudly  upon  Congress  for  united  patriotic  legis- 
lation; that  while  our  gallant  and  self-sacrificing  soldiers 
are,  with  a  courage  unexampled  either  in  ancient  or  modr 
em  warfare,  sustaining  the  honor  of  the  nation  in  the  fields, 
they  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  country  and  the 
hearty  support  of  Congress ;  and,  forgetting  for  tlio  present 
all  (Ufferences  upon  old  party  issues,  it  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  sustain  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  country 
in  their  efforts  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 

Propositions  for  "  Peace." 

First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE.  (See  Appendix.) 

1861,  July  15 — Mr.  Benjamin  Wood  offered 
this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  recommend  the  Governors 
of  tho  several  States,  to  convene  their  Legislatures  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  an  election  to  select  two  delegates  frora 
each  Congressional  District,  to  meet  in  general  Convention 
at  Louisville,  in  Kentucky,  on  the  first  Monday  io 
September  next,  the  purpose  of  the  Said  Convention  to  be 
to  devise  measures  for  tho  restoration  of  peace  to  our 
couuti-y. 
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The  resolution  waslaid  on  the  table — yeas  93, 
nays  51,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Appleton,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Babbitt,  Baker,  Baxter,  Beanian,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair, 
Bamuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Buffiuton,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Coll'ax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Coukling,  Conway, 
Curtis,  Cutler,  Davis,  Davvcs,  Delano,  Diven,  Duell,  Dunn, 
Edgerton,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Franchot, 
Gooth,Goodwin, Granger,  Gurley,  Hale, Ilanchctt, Harrison, 
Hickman,  Horton,  Hutching,  J  alian,  Kelley,  Francis  \V.  Kel- 
logg, William  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  McKcan, 
McKuight,  McPherson,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Justin  S.  Mor- 
rill, Nixon,  Olin,  Patton,  Pike,  Porter,  Potter,  John  H.  Rico, 
Kiddle.  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Sheffield, 
Sliellabarger,  Sherman,  Sliiel,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens, 
Btratton,  JJeujamin  F.  Thomas,  Trowbridge,  Upton,  Vande- 
ver.  Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenlnirgh,  Van  Wyck,  Verree, 
Wall,  Wallace,  Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Wash- 
buriie,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Windom — 9o. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  George  H. 
Broivne,  Burnett,  Calvert,  Cobb,  Cooper,  Coming,  Cox,  Cra- 
vens,CriHerulen,  Delaplaine,  Dunlap,  English,  Fisher,  Fouke, 
Grider,  Haight,  Harding,  Holman,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Law, 
Liizear,  Lagan,  McClemand,  Mallory,  Morris,  Nohh;  Nodi, 
Korton,  Nugcn,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Reid,  Richardson,Eobinson, 
Jamas  S.  Rollins,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Vallandigham,  Vibhard,  Voorhees,  Wadsvjorth,  Ward, 
Clidton  A.  White,  WicUiJfe,  Wood,  Woodruff— bl. 

July  29 — Mr.  Cox  asked  leave  to  offer  this 
resolution  : 

Whereas  it  is  the  part  of  rational  beings  to  terminate 
their  differences  by  rational  methods,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
differences  between  tho  United  States  authorities  and  the 
seceding  States  have  resulted  in  a  civil  war,  characterized 
by  bitter  hostility  and  extreme  atrocity;  and  although  the 
party  in  the  seceded  States  are  guilty  of  breaking  the 
national  unity  and  resisting  tho  national  authority :  Yet, 

Be  it  resolved,  I'irst.  That  while  wo  make  undiminished 
and  increased  exertions  by  our  navy  and  army  to  maintain 
the  integrity  and  stability  of  this  Government,  the  common 
laws  of  war,  consisting  of  those  maxims  of  humanity,  mod- 
eration, and  honor,  which  arc  a  part  of  the  international 
code,  ought  to  be  observed  by  both  parties,  and  for  a  stronger 
reason  than  exists  between  two  alien  nations,  inasmuch  as 
the  two  parties  have  a  cor..mon  ancestry,  history,  prosper- 
ity, glory.  Government,  and  Union,  and  are  now  unhappily 
engaged  in  lacerating  their  common  f  juntry.  Second. 
That,  resulting  from  these  premises,  while  there  ought  to 
be  left  open,  as  between  two  alien  nations,  the  same  moans 
for  preventing  the  war  being  carried  to  outrageous  extrem- 
ities, there  ought  also  to  bo  left  open  some  means  for  the 
restoration  of  peace  and  union,  x'hird.  That  to  tliis  end — 
the  restoration  of  peace  and  union  on  tho  basis  of  the  Con- 
Btitution — there  bo  appointed  a  committee  of  one  member 
from  each  State,  who  shall  report  to  this  House,  at  its  next 
eessiou,  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  shall  assuage  all  grievances,  and  bring  about  a 
reconstruction  of  the  national  unity;  and  that  for  the  prep- 
aration of  such  adjustment  and  the  conference  requisite 
for  that  purpose,  there  bo  appointed  a  commission  of  seven 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  consisting  of  Edward  Everett 
of  Massachusetts,  Franklin  Pierce  of  New  Hampshire,  Mil- 
iard  Fillmore  of  New  York,  Reverdy  Johnson  of  Maryland, 
Martin  Van  Buren  of  New  York,  Thomas  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
and  James  Guthrie  of  Kentucky,  who  shall  request  from 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  the  appointment  of  a  simi- 
lar commission,  and  who  shall  meet  and  confer  on  the  sub- 
ject in  the  city  of  Louisville  on  the  first  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember next.  And  that  the  committee  appointed  from  this 
House  notify  said  commissioners  of  their  appointment  and 
function,  and  report  their  action  to  the  next  session  as  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  be 
pioposed  by  Congress  to  the  States  for  their  ratification, 
according  to  the  tifth  article  of  said  Constitution. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  and  allow 
its  introduction  was  lost — yeas  41,  nays  85,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  Burnett, 
Calvert,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crisfield,  Crittenden,  Dunlap,  Grider, 
Eaiglit,  Harding,  Holman,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Law,  Learj', 
Logan,  Mallory,  May,  Memies,  Morris,  NohU,  Norton,  Nu- 
gen,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Reid,  Richardson,  Robinson,  Smith, 
William  G.  Steele,  Vallandiqham,  Voorhees,  Wadswortli, 
Webster,  ChiltmA.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wood,  Woodruff-^l. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Biibbitt, 
Baker,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel 
B.  BUiir,  Blake,  Baffinton,  Campbell,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Conway, 
CoTode,  Cutler,  Davis,  Dawes,  Delano,  Diven,  Duell,  Edger- 
ton, Edwards,  EUot,  fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank,  Qoucb, 


Goodwin,  Granger,  Gurley,  Hale,  Harrison,  Hortrm,  Hutch- 
ins,  Julian,  Keiley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg, 
Lansing,  J/Oomis,  Lovejoy,  McKean,  MclCnight,  McPherson, 
Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Olin,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Porter,  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rcllin.?,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Slieffield, 
Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Benjamin  F. 
Thomas,  Train,  Trowbridge,  Upton,  Vandever,  Van  Wyck, 
Wall,  Wallace,  Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Wash- 
burne,  Albert  S.  White,  Windom,  Worcester,  Wright— &b. 

August  5 — Mr.  Calvert  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

That  whilst  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  by  appropriate 
legislation,  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Government  in  its 
efforts  to  maintain  the  Union  and  enforce  the  supremacy  of 
tho  laws,  it  is  no  less  our  duty  to  examine  into  the  original 
causes  of  our  dissensions,  and  to  apply  such  remedies  as 
are  best  calculated  to  restore  peace  and  Union  to  the  coua- 
try :  Therefore,  it  is 

Resolved,  (The  Senate  concurring  herein,)  That  a  Joint 
committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members  of  this  House  and 
four  members  of  the  Senate,  be  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  to  C(jngress  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
and  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  restore  mutual  confidence 
and  insure  a  more  perfect  and  durable  Union  amongst  these 
States. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas  T2,  nays 
39,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Goldsmith  F.  Bailey,  Baker,  Baxter,  Bingham,  Francis  P. 
Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Bulfinton,  Clark,  Colfax, 
Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Conway,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Eliot,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Frank,  Goodwin,  Gran- 
ger, Gurley,  Hale,  Harrison,  Hutchins,  Julian,  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Loomis, 
Lovejoy,  McKean,  McKnight,  McPherson,  Moorhead,  Anson 
P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Olin,  Pike,  Porter,  Potter, 
Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rol- 
lins, Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Slieffield,  Shellabarger,  Sherman, 
Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Train, 
Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace, 
Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Walton,  Albert  S.  White,  Win- 
dom, Worcester — 72. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Ancona,  Joseph  Baily,  George  H. 
Browne,  Calvert,  Cox,  Cravens,  CHsfield,  Dunlap,  English, 
Fisher,  Fouke,  Grider,  Haight,  Harding,  Horton,  Johnson, 
Law,  Leary,  Logan,  May,  McClemand,  Morris,  Noble,  Odell, 
Pendleton,  Phelps,  Richardson,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins, 
Shiel,  Smith,  William  G.  Steele,  Francis  Thomas,  Vallandiff- 
ham,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Webster,  Wickliffe— Z9. 

August  5 — Mr.  May  offered  the  following  : 

WTiereas  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica was  created  by  its  written  Constitution,  and  derived 
its  first  powers  alone  from  the  consent  of  the  people,  as 
contained  in  that  instrument,  and  it  has  no  other  powers, 
and  force  and  arms  can  neither  preserve  nor  rightfully  be 
permitted  to  violate  it  under  any  authority  whatsoever : 
and  whereas  Washington  and  other  great  sages  and  pc^ 
triots,  who  founded  our  General  Government,  solemnly 
warning  their  countrymen,  predicted  its  destruction  from 
the  establishment  of  a  sectional  political  party ;  and  they 
also  entreated  a  spirit  of  compromise  whenever  necessary 
to  preserve  the  Union;  and  whereas  a  civil  war  now  exists 
among  the  States  which  have  been  united,  and  which,  hav- 
ing already  prostrated  the  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness 
of'the  people,  and  destroyed  many  valuable  citizens,  now 
threatens  their  destniction  in  countless  numbers,  and  by 
its  inevitable  tendency,  if  not  necessity,  tho  final  overthrow 
of  free  constitutional  government :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved.  That  the  success  of  the  Republican  party, 
founded,  as  it  is,  on  a  sectional,  social,  and  political  ques- 
tion, is  justly  responsible  for  the  origin  of  our  present  n>> 
tional  misfortunes. 

2.  That  the  uncompromising  spirit  hitherto  manifested 
by  the  representatives  of  that  party  has  prevented  a  peace- 
ful compromise  and  adjustment  of  our  unhappy  ditficultiee 
when  tho  same  was  practicable. 

3.  That  if  the  present  war  continues,  tho  only  safety  and 
refuge  of  constitutional  government  and  civil  liberty  will 
bo  found  in  tho  constitutions  and  sovereignty  of  the  several 
States,  and  afterwards,  through  them,  the  only  hope  of  a 
future  and  more  harmonious  reconstruction  of  the  Union. 

4  That  it  is  impossible  by  arms  to  subjugate  the  people 
of  the  seceded  States,  united  as  they  are  in  such  numbers, 
so  fully  prepared  and  resolved,  and  actuated  by  motives 
which  represent  the  just  pride  and  dignity  of  i  quals,  of 
trained  freemen,  of  American  citizens;  and  also  believing, 
as  they  do  to  a  man,  that  State,  home,  wife,  children,  prop- 
erty, all  and  every  security  and  benefit  of  Government  is  at 
stake,  and  that  the  mogt  cruel  and  merciless  means,  forced 
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by  the  necespities  of  an  exhansting  and  desolating  war,  are 
to  be  employed  against  them. 

5.  That  in  view  of"  all  these  pulilic  calamities,  and  to  avoid 
them,  recognizing  the  necessities  which  control  human  af- 
ftiirs,  as  our  fathers  of  tlio  revolution  did,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  Congress,  before  it  closes  its  present  session,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  procure  an 
eu^mistice  between  the  contending  armies,  and  restore  peace 
at  all  events;  and  who  shall  be  empowered  to  arrange  a 
compromise  to  preserve  tbe  Union,  if  possible;  but  if  not, 
then  a  peaceful  separation  of  the  respective  States  of  the 
Union,  as  well  such  as  now  claim  to  have  seceded,  as 
others  which  may  by  the  sovereign  will  of  their  citizens  also 
hereafter  ordain  to  secede;  and  that  the  gitid  commission- 
ers be  solemnly  enjoined  so  to  conduct  their  negotiations  as 
to  obtain,  if  possible,  in  the  future,  a  bappy,  iiarmouious, 
and  perpetual  reconstruction  of  our  Union  of  states. 

Mr.  May  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  so  as  to 
consider  it  at  once;  which  was  lost — yeas  and 
nays  not  ordered. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh   Congress. 

IN  SENATE.  ^ 

1861,  December  4 — Mr.  Saulsdury  oflFered 
this  joint  resolution  : 

Whereas  the  people  of  the  States  of  Tirginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississipju, 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Tennessee  are  in  revolt 
against  the  constitutional  Government  and  authority  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  assumed  to  secede  from  the  Federal 
Union,  and  to  form  an  independent  government  under  the 
name  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America :  and  whereas 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Sttites  approving  the  sentiment 
expressed  I>y  the  President,  in  his  annual  message,  "  that 
the  Union  must  be  preserved,  and  hence  all  iudi>pensable 
meiins  must  be  employed,"  and  believing  that  kiml  and  fra- 
ternal feeling  between  the  people  of  all  the  States  is-indis- 
ponsable  to  the  m.-iiutenance  of  a  happy  and  prosperous 
Union,  and  being  willing  to  manifest  such  feeling  on  their 
part,  to  the  end  that  peace  may  bo  restored  to  a  distracted 
country,  and  the  Union  and  Constitution  be  preserved  and 
maintained,  and  inviting  the  co-operation  of  the  people  of 
the  aforesaid  States  in  the  accomplishment  of  objects  so 
beneficial  to  each  and  all,  do  resolve  :is  follows  : 

Resolved,  <£c.,  That  Millard  Fillmore,  FrankliTi  Pierce, 
Eoger  B.  Taney,  Edwiird Everett, George  JI.  Dallas,  Thomas 
Ewing,  Horace  Biuney,  Reverdy  Johnson,  John  J.  Critten- 
den, George  E.  Pugh,  and  Richard  W.  Thompson  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  to  confer  with  a  like  number  of  commissioners, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  States  aforesaid,  for  the  preservation 
of  the  tlnion  and  the  maintenance  of  the  Constitution,  and 
that  they  report  the  result  of  their  s;iid  conference  to  Con- 
gress for  approval  or  rejection. 

2.  That  upon  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  as  here- 
by invitf  d,  by  said  States,  and  upon  the  meeting  of  I  he  joint 
commission  for  the  pm-pose  of  conference  as  aforesaid,  active 
hostilities  shall  cease,  and  be  suspended,  and  shall  not  be 
renewed  unless  said  commission  shall  be  niialde  to  agree, 
or  in  case  of  an  agreement  by  them,  said  agreement  shall 
be  rejected  either  by  Congress  or  by  tho  aforesaid  States. 

It  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 
1862,  December  3— Mr.  Davis  offered  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution : 

Resolved,  <£c..  That  it  be,  and  is  hereby,  recommended  to 
all  the  States  to  choose  asmanydelegates,  severally,  as  they 
are  entitled  to  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  to 
meet  in  convention  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  thp  first 
Monday  in  April  next,  to  take  into  consideration  the  con- 
dition of  the  United  States,  and  tho  proper  means  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Union ;  and  that  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  take  such  action  on  this  proposition  as  they 
may  deem  tit  at  the  eai-Uest  practicable  day. 

Which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

IN  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Vallandigham  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

Refolved,  That  this  House  does  earnestly  desire  that  the 
most  speedy  and  effectual  mea.surcs  be  taken  for  restoring: 
peace  in  America;  and  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  propos- 
ing an  immediate  cessation  of  hostilities,  in  order  to  the 


speedy  final  settlement  of  the  unhappy  controversies  ivWch 
lirought  about  this  unnecessary  and  injurious  civil  war,  by 
just  and  adequate  security  ag;unst  the  return  of  the  like 
calamities  in  times  to  come;  and  this  llouse  desires  to  offer 
the  most  earnest  assurances  to  the  country  that  they  will, 
in  due  time,  cheerfully  co-operato  with  the  Executive  and 
tho  States  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  by  such  explicit 
and  most  solemn  amendments  and  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  may  be  found  necessary  for  securing  tho  rights 
of  the  several  States  and  sections  within  the  Union  under 
the  Constitution. 

The  resolution  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  laid 
over. 


COEEESPONDENCE    BETWEEN    PEESIDENT    LINCOLN 
AND    HON.  FEENANDO    WOOD. 
MR.  WOOD  TO  PEESn)ENT  USCOLX.  , 

New  York,  December  8, 1862. 
Hon.  Abraham  LiycoiN,  President  of  the  United  States: 

Dear  Sib  :  On  the  '2uth  of  November  last  I  was  advised 
by  an  authority,  which  I  deemed  likely  to  be  well  informed 
as  well  as  reliable  and  truthful,  that  the  Southern  Statea 
would  send  Representatives  to  the  next  Congress,  provided 
that  a  full  and  general  amnesty  should  permit  them  to  do 
so.  No  guarantee  or  terms  were  asked  for  other  than  the 
amnesty  referred  to.  Deeming  this  information  of  great 
value,  if  wc  11  founded,  I  communicated  it  in  substance  to 
the  lion.  George  Opdyke,  the  mayor  of  this  city,  whom  I 
knew  to  hold  confidential  relations  to  members  of  your  Ad- 
ministration, ajid  iSroposing,  through  him,  that  if  "the  Gov- 
ernment would  permit  (he  correspondence,  under  its  own 
inspection,  I  would  undertake  to  procure  something  definite 
and  positive  from  persons  connected  with  the  so-called  Con- 
federate authorities.  Sir.  Oi)dyke  stated  in  reply  that  sev- 
eral Senators  from  New  England  States  were  then  in  this 
city  on  their  way  to  Washington,  to  whom  ho  would  at 
once  communicato  the  proposition,  and  advise  me  of  (he  an- 
swer. Knowing  that  these  gentlemen  were  your  friends, 
andsupposing  that  they  would  immediately  confer  with  yon 
on  their  arrival  at  the  capital,  and  supposing  that  I  should 
be  epeedily  informed  of  tlie  result,  I  have  delayed  until  now 
making  a  communication  direct  to  you. 

I  now  learn,  however,  from  Mr.  Opdyke  this  day,  that  he 
f;uled  to  see  th^^se  Senators  when  in  New  York,  and  that  he 
had  not  made  the  proposition,  and  that  therefore  you  are 
not  in  possession  of  it  a.s  coming  from  myself. 

As  an  humble  but  loyal  citizen,  deeply  impressed  with 
the  great  necessity  of  restoring  the  Uuion  of  these  States,! 
ask  your  immediate  attention  to  this  subject.  The  niagnt- 
tude  of  the  interests  ;:t  stake  warrant  some  executive  ac- 
tion predii  ated  upon  this  information,  if  it  be  only  to  ascer- 
tain if  it  be  grounded  upon  even  probable  foundation.  If 
it  shall  prove  groundless  no  harm  shall  have  been  done, 
provided  the  inquiry  be  made,  as  it  can  be,  without  compro- 
mising the  GoTernraent  or  injury  to  the  cause  in  which  it 
is  now  engaged.  If,  however,  it  shall  prove  well  founded, 
there  is  no  estimate  too  high  to  place  upon  its  national 
value. 

Now,  therefore,  Mr  President,  I  suggest  that  gentlemen 
whose  former  political  and  social  relations  with  the  leaders 
of  tbe  Southern  revolt  may  be  allowed  to  bold  unofficial 
correspoudence  with  them  on  this  subject — the  correspond- 
ence to  be  submitted  to  you.  It  may  be  thus  ascc  rtained 
what,  if  any,  credence  may  be  given  to  these  statements, 
and  also  whether  a  peaceful  soluiion  of  the  present  struggle 
may  not  be  attainable.  I  am  sure  nothing  that  I  can  say 
can  add  to  your  own  well  known  desire  to  produce  this  re- 
sult. Your  exalted  position,  the  embarrassments  and  re- 
sponsibilities which  surround  you  upon  all  sides,  the  bleed- 
ing condition  of  tho  country,  b  coming  exhausted,  not  only 
in  the  impoverishment  of  its  b -st  life  blood,  of  i  dustrial 
production,  but  in  the  deterioration  and  consequent  de- 
struction of  our  political  institutions — all  call  upon  you,  aa 
our  chief  ruler,  to  take  one  st(  p  tipon  the  road  of  peaceful 
effort,  by  which  to  ascert.ain  whether  the  time  has  not  ar- 
rived when  other  methods  than  brute  fighting  may  not  ac- 
complish what  military  force  has  failed  to  do. 

In  the  origin  of  this  struggle,  you  foresaw,  that  such  a 
time  would  come.  Your  inaugural  address  delivered  near 
two  years  ago,  pointed  with  prophetic  vision  tho  certain  re- 
sults of  the  impending  conflict  of  arms.  Your  language  then 
was,  "  Suppose  you  go  to  war,  you  caimot  fight  always, 
and  when,  after  much  loss  on  both  sides,  and  no  gain  on 
either,  you  cease  fighting,  the  identical  questions  .as  to  terms 
of  intercourse  are  again  upon  you."  You  saw  that  after  ik 
bloody  and  tciTiljlo  struggle  "  tho  still  small  voice  of  rea» 
son"  would  intenene  and  settle  the  controversy.  You  know 
that  since  the  establishment  of  Christian  civilization  nego- 
tiation and  compromise  have,  sooner  or  later,  determined 
every  military  conquest.  It  cannot  be  otherwise  here.   Has 
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not  the  time  arrived  when,  to  quote  yonr  own  language,  we 
Bhould  ''  ccaso  lighting,"'  at  least  long  enough  to  uscortain 
whether  "  the  identical  questions"  about  wliich  we  began 
the  fight  may  not  be  amicably  and  honorably  adjusted,  and 
the  -'terms  of  intercourse"  be  once  more  peaceably  estab- 
lished '!  It  is  to  this  end  that  I  now  address  you — with 
confidence  in  ycuir  patriotism,  and  with  no  desire  to  inter- 
fere with  your  legitimate  cou.stitutiunal  prerogatives. 
I  am,  with  high  respect,  yoms  very  truly, 

FERNANDO  WOOD. 

peesident  lincoln  to  mk .  wood. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  December  12, 1862. 
Hon.  Fernando  Wood  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th,  wiih  the  accompa- 
nying note  of  same  date,  was  received  yesterday. 

The  most  importaiit  paragraph  in  the  letter,  as  I  con- 
sider, is  in  these  words:  "On  the  '.Cth  of  November  last  I 
was  advised  by  an  authority  which  I  deemed  likely  to 
be  well  informed  as  well  as  reliable  and  truthful,  that  the 
Southern  States  would  send  representatives  to  the  next 
Congress,  provided  that  a  full  and  general  amnesty  should 
permit  them  to  do  so.  No  guarantee  or  terms  were  asked 
£ir  other  than  the  amnesty  referred  to." 

I  strongly  suspect  your  information  will  prove  to  be 
groundless;  nevertheless,  I  thank  you  for  communicating 
it  to  me.  Understanding  the  phrase  in  the  paragraph 
above  quoted — "  the  Southern  States  would  send  represen- 
tatives to  the  next  Congress" — to  be  substantially  the 
eame  as  that  "the  people  of  the  Southern  States  would 
cease  resistance,  and  would  reinaugurate,  submit  to,  and 
maintain  the  national  authority  witliin  the  limits  of  such 
States,  tinder  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  I 
Bay  that  in  such  case  the  war  would  cease  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States;  and  that  if  within  a  reasonable  time 
"a full  and  general  amnesty"  were  necessary  to  such  end, 
it  would  not  be  withheld. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  now  to  communicate 
this,  formally  or  informally,  to  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States.  My  belief  is  that  they  already  know  it;  and  when 
they  choose,  if  ever,  they  can  communicate  with  me  une- 
quivocally. Nor  do  I  think  it  proper  now  to  suspend  mili- 
fciry  operations  to  try  any  experiment  of  negotiation. 

I  should  nevertheless  receive,  with  great  pleasure,  the 
exact  information  you  now  have,  and  also  such  other  as  you 
may  in  any  way  obtain.  Such  information  might  be  more 
valuable  before  the  Ist  of  January  than  afterward. 

While  there  is  nothing  in  this  letter  which  I  shall  dread 
to  see  in  history,  it  is,  perhaps,  better  for  the  present  that 
ita  existence  should  not  become  public.    I  therefore  have  to 
request  that  you  will  regard  it  as  confidential. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

MB,  WOOD  TO  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 

New  York,  December  17, 1862. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln  : 

My  Dear  Sir:  Yoiu-  letter  of  the  12th  instant  was  handed 
to  me  on  the  afternoon  of  the  loth  instant  by  Mr.  Wake- 
man,  the  postmaster  of  this  city. 

Pardon  me,  Mr.  President,  when  I  say  that  j'our  reply 
has  fiileil  me  with  profound  regret.  It  •eclines  what  I  had 
conceived  to  be  an  innocent  effort  to  ascertain  the  founda- 
tion for  information  in  my  possession  of  a  desire  in  the 
South  to  return  to  the  Union  It  thus  appears  to  be  an  in- 
dication on  your  part  to  continue  tf  policy  which,  in  my 
judgment,  is  not  only  unwise,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
is  in  conflict  with  the  constitutional  authority  vested  in  the 
Federal  Government. 

I  think,  however,  that  my  proposition  is  in  keeping  with 
your  own  expressed  conditions  upon  which  the  war  shall 
cease.  You  say  that  "  when  the  people  of  the  southern 
States  would  cease  resistance,  and  would  reinaugurate,  sub- 
mit to,  and  maintain  the  national  authority  within  the 
limits  of  such  States  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  that  in  such  case  the  war  would  cease  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States." 

Admitting  this  position  as  correct,  you  will  see  that  as  a 
condition  jirecedent  to  such  sulimission  the  opportunity  to 
do  so  must  be  afforded.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  the 
southern  people  will  cease  resistance,  so  long  as  we  pro- 
claim onr  intention  to  destroy  their  local  itLstitutions,  their 
property,  and  their  lives,  and  accompany  the  declaration 
with  correbiJondiug  legislative,  executive,  social,  and  politi- 
cal nrti'iu.  They  cannot  cease  resistance,  and  rcinaugu- 
r.ite,  submit  to,  and  maintain  the  Federal  authority,  if  we 
will  not  let  them  alone  long  enough  to  do  so.  If  they 
reall}'  desire  acquiescence,  and  are  willing  to  send  delegates 
to  the  next  Congress,  as  I  am  advised,  how  can  they  do  so 
without  the  opportunity,  aud  without  some  intimations  or 


guarantees  as  to  the  reception  of  their  representatives  at 
Washington  ?  The  act  of  sending  representatives  to  CongreM 
is  within  itself  a  full  compliance  with  your  own  conditions. 
If  thus  represented  by  their  own  selected  agents,  chosen 
imder  the  forms  and  in  pursuance  of  their  own  local  Stato 
laws  governing  such  elections,  they  will  compose  an  inte- 
gral portion  of  the  Government,  and  thus  give  the  assurance 
of  an  "  acquiescence  and  submission"  of  the  very  highest 
and  most  satisfactory  character. 

My  res|iectful  suggestion  was  that  you  should  put  it  in 
their  power  to  take  this  course.  It  would  require  a  sim- 
ple proclamation  of  general  amnesty,  to  be  qualified,  if  you 
please,  by  such  conditions  as  to  render  it  void  in  case  of 
non-compliance  within  a  limited  period.  You  have  estab- 
lished a  precedent  for  this  mode  of  speaking  to  those  peo- 
ple. Your  Emancipation  Proclamation  told  of  punish- 
ment. Let  another  be  issued,  speaking  the  language  of 
mercy  anil  breathing  the  spirit  of  conciliation. 

The  piinful  events  which  have  occured  since  my  com- 
munication of  the  Sth  instant  but  embolden  me  to  renew 
its  PugL'estions.  I  hope  you  will  now  no  longerrefuse  "  to 
suspend  military  operations  to  try  an  experiment  of  ne- 
gotiation." I  feel  that  military  operations  so  bloody  and 
exhausting  as  ours  must  sooner  or  later  be  suspended. 
The  day  of  suspension  must  come.  The  only  question  is, 
whether  it  shpll  be  before  the  whole  American  people. 
North  and  OTuth,  shall  be  involved  in  general  ruin,  or 
whether  it  sball  be  whilst  there  is  remaining  sufficient  of 
the  recuperative  element  of  life  by  which  to  restore  our 
once  happy,  prosperous,  and  p -aceful  American  Union. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  that  your  letter  shall 
not  for  the  present  become  public,  I  shall  withhold  ita  pub- 
lication at  this  time. 

With  high  regard,  yours,  &c., 

FERNANDO  WOOD. 


First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth.  Congress- 
IN  SENATE. 

1864,  June  9  — Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky, 
sought  to  introduce  this  joint  resolution,  but 
objection  was  made  : 

A  joint  resolution  to  restorepeace  among  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  d-c.  That  three  years  of  civil  war  in  which  the 
enormous  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure  has  no  parallel 
in  the  world's  history,  and  whose  wide-spread  rapine  and 
diabolical  cruelties  have  shocked  Christendom,  and  which, 
from  alternating  success,  has  produced  no  essential  results, 
prove  that  war  was  not  the  proper  remedy  for  our  national 
troubles. 

2.  That  if  the  people  of  America  would  save  and  restore 
their  shattered  Constitution  and  avert  from  themselves 
and  their  posterity  the  slavery  of  a  military  despotisin  and 
of  a  public  debt,  tho  interest  upon  which  all  the  avails  of 
their  labor  and  economy  will  never  meet,  they  must  bring 
this  war  to  a  speedy  close. 

3.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  propose  a  cessation  of  arms  and  an 
amnesty  to  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  with  a  view  to  a  convention  of  the  people  of  all 
the  States  to  reconstruct  their  Union ;  and  if  that  cannot 
be  effected,  then  that  said  convention  agree  upon  the  terms 
of  a  separation  of  the  States  without  the  further  effusion 
of  blood,  and  of  a  lasting  peace  among  them. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1863,  Dec.  14 — Mr.  Fernando  Wood  olfered 
this  resolution : 

Whereas  the  President,  in  his  message  delivered  to  this 
House  on  the  9th  instant,  and  in  his  recommendation  to  the 
people  to  assemble  at  their  places  of  worship  and  give 
thanks  to  God  for  recent  victories,  claims  that  tho  Union 
cause  has  gained  important  and  substantial  advantages; 
and  whereas,  in  view  of  these  triumjihs,  it  is  no  longer  be- 
neath our  dignity  nor  dangerous  to  our  safety  to  evince  a 
generous  magnanimity  becoming  a  great  and  powerful  peo- 
ple, by  offering  to  the  insvu'gents  an  opportunity  to  return 
to  tte  Union  without  imposing  upon  them  degrading  or 
destructive  conditions :  Therefore, 

Rssolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  appoint 
three  commissioners,  who  shall  be  empowered  to  open  ne- 
gotiations with  the  authorities  at  Richmond,  to  tho  end 
that  this  bloody,  destructive,  and  inhuman  war  shall  cease, 
and  the  Union  be  restored  upon  terms  of  equity,  fraternity, 
and  equality,  under  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Ellihu  B.  Washburne  moved  that  the 
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resolution  lie  on  the  table,  which  was  agreed 
to — yeas  98,  nays  59,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs  Alley,  Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Aphlsy, 
BaiJy,  J.  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  J.  B.  Blair, 
Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  William  Q. 
Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Croswell,  Ileury  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Don- 
nelly, Driijgs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnswurth,  Feuton, 
Ga«so«,  GariieId,Gooch,Grinuell,  (Sri'suio/d,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hoichkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  J.  II.  Hubbard,  Hulburd, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Longyear,Lovejoy, Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg, 
Mclndne,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorbead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Mor- 
ris, Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill, 
Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomery,  Price,  William  II. 
Kundall,  Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H. 
Rollins,  f-'chenck.Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan, Smith,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van 
Valkenburgh,  Ward,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Wm.  B.  Wash- 
burn, Whaley,  lF/iec?er,  Williams, Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Woodbridge,  Yeama.n — 98. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Wm.  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  C'hanler,  Clay,  Coffrotk, 
Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge, 
English,  Finclc,  Grider,  Harding,  narringicot,  Benjamin 
G.  Harris.  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  William 
Johnson,  Kernan.  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond, 
Long,  ilallory,  Marcy,  McDowell,  Mc Kinney,  William  H. 
Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Oddl, 
John  O'Neill,  Pendleton ,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross , 
Scott,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhees, 
Wadsworth,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  While,  Winfield, 
Wood—bO. 

Dec.  17 — Mr.  Green  Clay  Smith  offered  these 
resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  as  our  country,  and  the  very  existence 
of  the  best  government  ever  instituted  by  man,  are  imper- 
illed by  the  most  causeless  and  wicked  rebellion  that  the 
world  has  seen,  and  believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  only  hope 
of  saving  this  country  and  preserving  this  Government  is 
by  the  power  of  the  swor' I,  we  are  for  the  most  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  until  the  Constitution  and  laws 
Bhallbe  enforced  and  obeyed  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  to  that  end  wo  oppose  any  armistice,  or  inter- 
Tention,  or  mediation,  or  proposition  for  peace  from  any 
quarter,  so  long  as  there  ehall  bo  found  a  rebel  inarms 
against  the  Government  ;  and  we  ignore  all  party  names, 
lines,  and  issues,  and  recognize  but  two  parties  in  this  war 
— patriots  and  traitors. 

2.  That  we  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  all 
necessary  bills  to  supply  men  and  money,  and  tlie  duty  of 
the  people  to  render  every  aid  in  their  power  to  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  of  the  Government  in  the  crushing  out  of 
the  rebellion,  and  in  bringing  the  leaders  thereof  to  con- 
dign punishment. 

3.  That  our  thanks  are  tendered  to  our  soldiers  in  the 
field  for  their  gallantry  in  defending  and  upholding  the 
flag  of  the  Union,  and  defending  the  great  principles  dear 
to  every  American  patriot. 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been 
called,  and  the  question  being  on  the  first  re- 
eolution  : 

Mr.  Ancona  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table  ;  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  60,  nays 
100,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Bliss,  Brooks,  Chanter,  Clay,  Coffrolh,  Cox,  Cravens,  Daw- 
son, Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck, 
Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Beiyamin  G.  Han-is, 
Charles  M.  Harris,  Hei-rick,  William  Johnson,  Kernan, 
King,  Knapp,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Mallory,  McDowell, 
Mckinney,  Middleton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris, 
Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Perulleton,  Radford, 
Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins, 
'Ross,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhees, 
Wadsworth,  Wheeler,  Cliilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White, 
Winfield,  Wood— GO. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Baily,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  James  S.  Broioyi, 
William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T. 
Da\i3,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont, 
Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  G«?iSo»,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Ilale,  Higby,  Hooper,  Ilotchkiss, 
Asaliel  W.  Hubbard,  Jno.  II.  Hubbard,  HuUmrd,  Hutcldns, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kollogg,  Or- 
lando Kellogg,  Loan,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  J/cjliiiV«)%  McBride, 
McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorliead,  Morrill, 


Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  OdeTl, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Price,  William  II.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  IL 
Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shiinnon, 
Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding,  .Sie^Wns,  Stevens,  Thayer, 
Tracy,  Van  Valkeiiburgli,  Ward.  Ellihu  B.  Washburne, 
William  B.  Wiishburn,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windom,  Woodbridge — 100. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  94, 
nays  65,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Amijrose  W.  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thos.  T.  Davis, 
Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley, 
Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grin- 
nell, Hale,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Fr.an- 
cis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Lovejoy, 
Marvin,  McAliistei;  McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Moorbead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
terson, Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  W'illiam  H.  Randall, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  II.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spald- 
ing, Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  A'an  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B. 
Washburne,  Wm.  B.  Washljurn,  WTialey,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge,  Teaman — 94. 

Nats — Messrs.  Jomes  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen.  Anc(ma, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Glianler,  Coffroth,  Cox, 
Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Eng- 
lish, Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Grisivold,  Hall,  Harding,  BeTt- 
juniin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Hutching, 
William  Johnson,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Long, 
Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Middleton,  Wm.  H. 
Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Arable,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  RandaU, 
Robinson,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B. 
Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Voorhees. 
Wadsworth,  Ward,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  TV. 
White,  Winfield,  Fernando  Wood — 65. 

The  second  resolution  was  agreed  to — yeas 
153,  nays  1,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Beaman,  Blaine,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Br.andege6, 
Brooks,  Broomall,  James  S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown, 
C'hanler,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Clay,  Cobb, 
Coffroth,  Cole,  Cox,  Cravens,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deming,  Denison,  Dixon, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Edgerton,  Eldridge, 
Eliot,  English,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Finck,  Frank,  Ganson, 
Garfield,  Gooch,  Grider,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Hale,  Halt, 
Harding,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Higby,  Holman, 
Hooper,  Ilotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  II.  Hubbard, 
Hulliurd,  Hutchins,  Jenckes,  Wm.  Johnson,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan, 
King,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Loan,  Lovejoy,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  McAllister,  McBride,  McClurg, Mclndoe,  McKinney, 
Middleton,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  William  H.  Miller,  Jloorhead, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nelson,  Noble,  Norton,  Odell, 
Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham, 
Perry,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  RandaU, 
William  11.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Rogers,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rollins,  Schenck, 
Scofield,  Scott,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding, 
Stebbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Wdliam  G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Strouse, 
Stuart,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgh, 
Wadsworth,  Ward,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  W!ish. 
burn,  Whaley,  Wheeler,Joseph  W.  IF/iifc, Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windom,  Winfield,  Woodbridge,  I'eamayi — 153. 

Nat — Mr.  Benjamin  G.  Harris — 1. 

The  third  resolution  was  agreed  to — yeas  168, 
nays  1,  (Mr.  B.  G.  Harris.) 

On  this  vote,  IMessrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Wm.  J. 
Allen,  Ancona,  Eden,  Harrington,  Knapp,  Long, 
Longyear,  McDowell,  Pendleton,  Robinson,  Stiles, 
Voorhees,  \Yebster,  Chilton  A.  White  and  Fer- 
nando  Wood — 16,  who  are  not  recorded  before, 
voted  aye;  and  Mr.  Hooper,  who  is  recorded 
before,  did  not  vote. 

1864,  Jan.  V — Mr.  John  D.  Baldwin  offered 
this  preamble  and  resolution  : 

Whereas  the  organized  treason  having  its  headquarters 
at  Richmond  exists  in  defiant  violation  of  the  national 
Constitution  und  has  uo  claim  to  be  treated  otherwise  than 
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M  en  outlaw  ;  and  whereas  this  Richmond  combinatinn  of 
conspirators  and  traitors  can  have  no  r  gbtfiil  authority  over 
th'!  people  of  any  portion  of  the  naiionnl  Union,  uud  no 
warrant  for  assuming  control  of  the  political  destiny  of  the 
pople  of  any  rotate  or  section  of  this  Union,  and  no  apology 
but  that  of  conspiracy  and  treason  for  any  assumption 
of  authority  whatever :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  any  proposition  to  nogotiate  with  the 
rebel  leailers at  Richmond  (staietimes  called  '-the author- 
ities at  Richmond")  for  a  restoration  of  loyalty  and  order 
in  those  portions  of  the  Republic  which  have  been  disor- 
ganized by  the  rebellion  is,  in  effect,  a  proposition  to  rec- 
ognize the  ringleaders  of  the  rebellion  as  entitled  to  repre- 
eent  and  bind  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States 
whom  they  oppress,  and  to  give  countenance  and  support 
to  the  pretensions  of  conspiracy  and  treason;  and  there- 
fire  every  such  proposition  should  be  rejected  without 
«;besitation  and  delay. 

Ml'.  Cox  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  which  was  disagreed  to ;  and  it  was  then 
passed — yeas  88,  nays  24,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow,  Boiitwell,  Boyd, 
Braudegee,  Broomall,  James  S.  i?/ou;n,  WiliamG.  Brown, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Creswcll,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Dcniiug, 
Bison, Donnelly,  Eckley,  Eliot, Fanisworth,Fcii ton,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Grinnell,  ffnistooW,  Hale,Higby,  i/oiman.  Hooper, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Fran- 
cis W.  Kellogg,  ^erwan,£'tn^,  Loan,  Lougyear,  Lovojoy, 
Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Middleton,  Morrill,  Daniel 
Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  My«rs,  Mosef  F.  Ode??, Charles 
O'Neill,  Orth,  I'erham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H. 
Randall,  John  H.  Bice,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Stetfiins,  Stevens, Sioeat, Thayer,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Bllihu  B.  Washbnrnc,  William 
B.  Waebburn,  Webster,  Wdliams,  Wilson,  Wiudom,  Wood- 
bridge,  Yeaman — 88. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ancona,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Cox,  Denison,  Edger- 
Um,  Finck,  Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Kna]>p, 
Long,  Marcij,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrison,  Noble,  Pendle- 
ton., Perry,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Sirouse,  Fernando  Wood — 24. 

The  preamble  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  102, 
nays  none,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnoldi 
Baily,  Augustus  G.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Blftine,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Braudegee,  Brookst 
Broomall,  James  S.  Brown,  Wm.  G.  Brown,  Cobb,  Coffroth, 
Cole,  Cox,  Cravens,  Creswell ,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dem- 
Ing,  Denison,  Dixon,  Eliot,  Fenton,  Finck,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Grider,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Hale,  Harrington,  Her- 
rick, Higby,  Holman.  Hooper.  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd, 
Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kernan,  King, 
Lazear,  Loan,  Longyear,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  McBride, 
McClurg,  Middlelon,  Wm.  H.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Noble,  Norton,  Odell,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Orth,  I'ike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall,  William  II.  Randall,  John  II.  Rice,  Rogers,  Scofleld, 
Sloan,  Smih,  Smithers,  Spalding,  jSiebbi'ns,  John  B.  Steele, 
Wm.  O.  Steele,  Stevens,  Strouse,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Up- 
Bon,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellihn  B.  Washburiie,  William  B. 
Washburn.  Webster,  Joseph  W.  White,  Williams,  Wilson, 
Windom,  Woodbridge,  Teaman — 102. 

Nats— None. 

January  7 — Mr.  Rogers  offered  these  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  as  our  country  and  the  existence  of  the 
old  Union  are  imperilled  by  a  rebellion  against  the  wisest 
and  best  government  ever  devised  by  man,  we  are  for  the 
most  united,  determined,  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof  in 
all  parts  of  tho  United  States;  but  at  the  same  time  we  are 
for  adding  to  force  the  power  of  conciliation  and  compro- 
mise so  far  as  is  consistent  with  an  honorable  and  lasting 
peace,  and  founded  solely  upon  a  restoration  of  the  Union 
under  the  Constitution,  and  in  no  event  to  agree  to  or  coun- 
tenance a  dissolution  of  the  Union ;  and  that  wo  believe 
tho  appointment  of  commissioners  upon  tlie  part  of  the 
Federal  Government,  to  meet  commissioners  similarly  ap- 
pointed by  the  insurgent  States,  to  convene  in  some  suitable 
place  for  the  purpose  of  considering  whether  any,  and  if 
any,  what  plan  may  be  adopted  consistent  with  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  tho  nation,  and  based  upon  a  rest(?ration  of 
the  whole  Union,  by  which  the  present  war  may  be  brought 
to  a  close,  and  the  lives,  limbs,  and  health  of  the  gallant 
oflScers  and  soldiers  of  the  Union  preserved,  and  tho  liber- 
ties of  the  people  maintained,  is  not  incomjistent  with  the 


honor  and  dignity  of  the  Federal  Government,  but,  as  an 
indication  of  the  spirit  which  animates  the  adhering  States, 
would,  in  any  event,  tend  to  strengthen  us  in  the  opinion 
of  uther  nations  and  the  loyal  people  of  the  insurgent 
States ;  and  hoping,  as  we  sincerely  do,  that  the  people  of 
tho  southern  States  would  reciprocate  the  peaceful  incUca- 
tions  thus  evinced,  and  believing,  as  we  do,  that  under  the 
blessings  of  God  great  benefits  would  arise  from  such  con- 
ference, we  most  earnestly  recommend  such  conference  to 
the  consideration  of  the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  request  their  co-operation  therein,  and  hope 
that  the  President  will  appoint  commissioners  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

2.  That  tho  people  of  the  several  States  now  in  rebellion 
against  tho  Government  of  tho  United  States,  whenever 
they  shall  desire  to  return  to  the  Union  and  obey  tho  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  laws  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  have  a  right  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution to  reorganize  their  respective  State  governments 
with  all  their  domestic  institutions  as  they  were  before  the 
war,  and  to  elect  representatives  to  the  Congres  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  bo  represented  in  the  Union  with  all 
the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  several  States,  and  without 
any  coniiitions  precedent  except  that  of  being  liable  to  be 
pum'shed  accortUng  to  tho  Constitution  and  laws  made  in 
pursuance  thereof,  as  their  laws  and  acts  of  secession  are 
unconstitutional  and  void. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens  they  were  laid 
upon  the  table — yeas  18,  nays  42,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  B, 
Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  William 
G.  Brown,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes, 
Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Eckley,  EUot,  Farnsworth,  Fen- 
ton, Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hulburd,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Or- 
lando Kellogg,  Loan,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  McBride,  McCltu-g, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Moses  F. 
Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perham,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Wil- 
liam H.  Randall,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Stehhins,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Webster,  Williams,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood- 
bridge— 7S. 

Nats — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanler,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Finck,  Grider,  Griswold, 
Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Kernan, 
Knapp,  Lazear,  Long,  Marcy,  William  H.  Miller,  Morrison, 
Noble,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pi-uyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robin- 
son, Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  John  B.  Steele,  William 
G.  Steele.,  Strouse,  Sweat,  Joseph  W.  White,  Fernando  Wood, 
Teaman — 12. 

Jan.  18 — Mr.  Dawson,  of  Pennsylvania,  of- 
fered the  following  preamble  and  resolution  : 

Whereas  a  great  civil  war  like  that  which  now  afflicts  the 
United  States  is  the  most  grievous  of  all  national  calam- 
ities, producing  as  it  does,  spoliation,  bloodshed,  anarchy, 
public  debt,  official  corruption,  and  private  immorality,  the 
American  Government  cannot  rightfully  wage  such  a  war 
upon  any  portion  of  its  people,  except  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  vindicating  the  Constitution  and  laws  and  restoring  both 
to  their  just  supremacy;  and  whereas  this  House,  on  the 
22d  day  of  July,  1861,  speaking  in  the  name  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  in  tho  face  of  the  world,  solemnly  and  truly 
declared  that  it  Wiis  waged  for  no  purpose  of  conquest  or 
oppression,  but  solely  to  restore  the  Union,  with  all  the 
rights  of  the  people  aud  the  State  unimpiured ;  and  whereas 
in  every  war,  especially  in  every  war  of  invasion,  and  most 
particularly  if  it  be  a  civil  war  between  portions  of  the  same 
country,  the  object  of  it  ought  to  bo  clearly  defined  and  the 
terms  distinctly  stated  upon  which  hostiUties  will  cease; 
and  tho  advancing  armies  of  the  Government  should  carry 
the  Constitution  in  one  hand,  while  they  hold  the  sword  in 
tho  other,  so  that  tho  invaded  party  may  have  its  choice 
between  the  two :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  bo  requested  to  make  known 
by  public  proclamation  or  otherwise,  to  all  the  country, 
that  whenever  any  State  now  in  insurrection  shall  submit 
herself  to  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government,  as  de- 
fined in  tho  Constitution,  all  hostilities  against  her  shall 
cease,  and  such  State  shall  bo  protected  from  all  external 
interference  with  tho  local  laws  and  institutions,  and  her 
people  shall  be  guarantied  in  the  full  cnjoymentof  all  thosa 
rights  which  the  Federal  Constitution  gave  them. 

Mr.  Stevens  moved  that  they  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  79,  nays 
56,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John  B. 
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Baldwin,  Baxter,  Eenman,  Blaine,  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr., 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Brandogee,  Broomall,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Doming,  Dixon,  Driggs, 
Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth.  Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield.  Gooch, 
Higb3%  Hooper,  Hotohkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Hul- 
burd,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Frau>is  W.  Kel- 
logg, Longyear,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mc- 
Indoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
terson, Pike,  Price,  ■\Villiam  II.  Randall,  Alexander  II.  Rice, 
John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins.  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shan- 
non, Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Elliliu  B.  Washburne,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood- 
bridge — 79. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Anemia,  Avgushis  C.  Bald- 
win, Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown 
Clianler,  C'offroth,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgertcm, 
Eldridge,  English,  Find:,  Gamteyn,  Grider,  Grisivold,  Hale, 
Ball,  Harding,  Harrinrrton,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Herrick, 
Holman,  Hutchins,  William  Johnson,  Kernan,  Laztar,  he 
Blond,  Long,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McDowell,  McKinney, 
Middlctrm,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Nelson,  Pendleton,  RoUnsmi,  Ross,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles, 
Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  Wm.  H.  Wadsworth,  Wheeler,  Chil- 
ton A.  White,  Joseph  W.  While,  Fernando  Wood,  Tea- 
man— 56. 

February  29— Mr.  Long,  of  Ohio,  offered  this 
preamble  and  resolution  : 

Whereas  history  teaches  that  there  never  has  been  a  civil 
war  that  was  not  settled  in  the  end  by  compromise,  and 
inasmuch  a.s  no  possible  harm  can  result  either  to  the 
character  or  dignity  of  the  United  States  from  an  honest 
effort  to  stop  the  eiiusion  of  fraternal  blood,  and  restore  tho 
Union  by  the  return  of  the  States  in  rebellion  to  their 
allegiance  under  the  Constitution ;  and  whereas  the  Presi- 
dent, with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  lessons  taught  by  history 
in  relation  to  all  civil  wars,  in  his  inaugural  address  said, 
"suppose  you  go  to  war,  you  cannot  fight  always;  and 
■when,  after  much  loss  on  both  sides,  and  no  gain  on  either, 
you  cease  fighting,  the  identical  old  questions  as  to  tenns 
of  intercourse  are  again  upon  you ; "  and  whereas  we  now 
have  an  armistice,  decreed  by  the  Ahiu'ghty,  and  executed 
for  the  past  two  months  by  the  snows  and  ice  of  winter, 
thereby  affording  time  and  opportunity  for  reflection  upon 
the  past  three  years  of  horrible,  relentless,  and  destructive 
civil  war  with  all  its  calamities,  and  a  prospective  view  of 
increased  horrors  in  tho  approaching  conflicts ;  and  whereas 
a  preamble  and  resolutions  were,  on  the  7th  of  February, 
instant,  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Confederate  Congress  at  Richmond  denying  the  statement 
of  tho  President  of  the  United  States  "that  no  propositions 
for  peace  had  been  made  to  the  United  States  by  the  Con- 
federate States,"  and  affirming  that  such  propositions  were 
prevented  from  being  made  by  the  President  of  tho  United 
States,  in  that  he  had  refused  to  hear,  or  even  to  receive, 
two  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  expressly  for  peace : 
Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  most 
eariiestly.  but  respectfully,  requested  to  appoint  Franklin 
IPierce,  of  New  Hampshire;  MiUard  Fillmore,of  New  York; 
Thomas  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  and  such  other  persons  as  the  Pres- 
ident  may  see  proper  to  select,  as  commissioners  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  who  shall  bo  empowered  to  meet  a 
commission  of  like  number  when  appointed  for  the  same  ob- 
ject on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing, before  the  renewal  of  hostilities  shall  have  again  com- 
menced, whether  the  war  shall  not  now  cease,  and  the 
Union  be  restored  by  the  return  of  all  (he  States  to  the  al- 
legiance and  their  rights  under  the  Constitution. 

Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  22,  nays  96, 
as  follows : 

Teas— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen.  Ancona,  Brooks,  Coffroth, 
Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Knapp,  Long,  McDowell, 
Wm.  n.  Miller,  Morrison,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Samml 
J.  Randall,  Rogers,  Ross,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Voorhees,  Chilton 
A.  White— 22. 

Nays— Messrs.  Alloy,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Augustus  C.  Bildwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  William 
G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Don- 
nelly, Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fenton, 
Frank,  Gaw^ow,  Garfield,  Grinnc  1,  Griswold,  Hale,  Iligby, 
Eolman,  Hooper,  Ilotchkiss,  John  II.  Hubbard,  Hutchins, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan,  King, 
Loan,  Lovejoy,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel 
r.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 


Leonard  BIyers,  Nelson,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Perham, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Radford,  William  H.  Randall,  Joha 
U.  Kice,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithera, 
Spalding,  Starr,  Stehbins,  John  B.  Steele,  Stevens,  Thayer 
Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Wadsv-ortL 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley, 
Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  TTtJi^W,  Woodbridga 
— 06. 

May  30— Mr.  Lazear  asked  consent  to  offer 

this  resolution  : 

Whereas  the  fratricidal  war  which  has  for  the  last  three 
years  filled  every  neighborhood  of  our  once  united  and  happy 
country  with  mourning,  and  has  drenched  a  hundred  battl©. 
fields  with  the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  laid  waste 
many  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  land,  and  yet  has  failed 
to  restore  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government  in  the 
seceded  States ;  and  whereas  we  believe  a  misapprehension 
exists  in  the  minds  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
South  as  to  the  feelings  which  actuate  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  free  States,  and  which  misapprehension 
we  are  called  upon  by  every  consideration  of  humanity  and 
a  sense  of  justice  to  correct  and  if  possible  remove,  whether 
we  regard  in  making  this  effort  what  we  owe  to  ourselves, 
to  our  fellow-countrymen  of  the  South,  or  to  the  world : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  no  truly  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States 
desires  the  application  of  any  rule  or  law  in  determining  the 
rights  and  privileges  and  the  measure  of  responsibility  of 
the  people  of  any  of  the  States  but  such  as  shall  have  been 
determined  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  bo  in  accordance  with 
and  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution  and  well-established 
usagep  of  the  country. 

2.  That  tho  President,  in  his  capacity  of  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  required  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  think 
best,  with  a  view  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities  between  the 
armies  of  the  North  and  the  South  for  a  period  not  exceed- 
ing   days ;  and  that  ho  be  also  authorized  to  adopt  or 

agree  upon  some  plan  by  which  th'e  decision  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  North  and  South  may  be  secured  upon 
the  question  of  calling  a  convention  composed  of  delegates 
from  all  the  States,  to  which  shall  be  referred  the  settlement 
of  all  questions  now  dividing  the  southern  States  from  the 
rest  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  to  tho  restoration  of  the  sev- 
eral States  to  the  places  they  were  intended  to  occupy  in 
the  Union,  and  the  privileges  intended  to  be  granted  to 
tliem  by  the  framers  of  our  national  Constitution,  who  were 
in  our  opinion  the  most  enlightened  statesmen  and  purest 
patriots  that  ever  lived,  and  than  whom  we  cannot  hope  to 
find  wiser  or  better  counsellors  in  tho  present  exigency  in 
our  national  affairs. 

Objection  was  made. 

June  30 — Pending  the  consideration  of  the 
Enrollment  Bill,  the  following  amendment  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Le  Blond,  of  Ohio  : 

Provided,  That  no  levy  of  troops  shall  be  made  under  tho 
provisions  of  this  act,  except  by  volunteering,  till  such  time 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have  made  a  re- 
quest for  an  armistice  ;  and  shall  have  made  such  efforts  as 
are  cousisteut  with  honor  to  restore  harmony  amon?  the 
States,  by  the  appointment  of  commissioners  empow.^red 
to  negotiate  for  peace  upon  the  terms  of  a  restoration  of  the 
Union  under  the  Constitution,  and  until  such  offer  shall 
have  been  rejected  by  the  so-called  Confederate  govern- 
ment. 

Which  was  rejected— yeas  13,  nays  91,  as 
follows  : 

Yvj&—},\essrs.  Ancona,  Bliss,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Finck, 
William  Johnson,  Long,  James  R.  Morris,  Nolle,  John 
ONeill,  PendleUm,  Ross,  ChilUm  A.  While— XZ. 

^'-^vs— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  5ai7y,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Boutwell, Broom- 
all,  ^.5.  Broiyn,  W.G.Brown,  Cobb,  Cole, Creswell, Dawes, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  English,  Farnsworth, 
Fenton,  Frank,  Ganson,  Garfield,  Gooch.  Griswnld,  Hnle, 
Harding,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  A.  W.  Hubbard.  Hul- 
burd,Ingersnll,  Jenckes,  Julian,  j^a?;j^«cA,Kel'ey,Arcrnan, 
Littlcjohu,  Loan,  Longyear,  Mallory,  McAllister,  McBride, 
McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Amos  Mvors, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Oddl,  Cha,r\cs  O'Neill,  Orth,"Pau 
terson,  Radford,  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Jidin  H.  Rice, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon.  Sloan, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Stuart,  Suieal,  Thayer,  Thomas^ 
Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  WaiL^mrth,  Lliiliu  B. 
Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Wheeler,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson.  Windom,  Winlidd. 
Woodbridge— 91.  ' 


LEGISLATION,   ORDERS,  PROCLAMATIONS,  ETC. 


301 


THE  LATE  PKACB  NEGOTIATION  AT  NIAGARA  PALLS. 

Tht  following  correspondence  explains  it- 
self: 

[Private  and  confidential.] 

Clifton  House,  Niagara  Faiis, 

Canada  "West,  Jid;/ 12, 1864. 
DeaH  Snt:  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  the  li(>n.  Clement 
C.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Prof.  James  P.  Ilolcombe,  of  Virginia, 
and  George  N.  Sanders,  of  Dixie,  are  readj'  and  willing  to 
go  at  once  to  Washington,  upon  complete  and  unqualified 
protection  being  given  either  by  the  President  or  Secretary 
of  War.  Let  the  permission  include  the  three  names  and 
one  other.    Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  N.  SANDERS. 
To  the  Hon.  Hokace  Greeley. 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  T.,  July  17, 1864. 

Gentlejien:  I  am  informed  that  you  are  duly  accredited 
from  Richmond  as  the  bearer  of  propositions  looking  to  the 
establishment  of  peace;  that  you  desire  to  visit  Washington 
In  the  fulfillment  of  your  mission,  and  that  you  further  de- 
tare  that  Mr.  George  N.  Sanders  shall  accompany  you.  If 
my  information  be  thus  far  substantially  correct,  1  am  au- 
thorized by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  tender  you 
his  safe  conduct  on  the  journey  proposed,  and  to  accompany 
you  at  the  earliest  time  that  will  be  agreeable  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  yours, 

HORACE  GREELEY. 
Meesrs.  Clement  C.  Clay,  Jacob  Thompson,  James  P.  Hol- 

COMBE,  CUftcm  House,  C.  W. 

Clifton  House,  Nugaea  Falls, 
July  IS,  1S64. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of 
the  17th  instant,  which  would  have  been  answered  on  yes- 
terday but  for  the  absence  of  Mr.  Clay. 

The  safe  conduct  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  been  tendered  us,  we  regret  to  state,  under  some  mis- 
apprehension of  facts.  We  have  not  been  accredited  to 
him  from  Richmond  as  the  bearers  of  propositions  looking 
to  the  establishment  of  peace. 

Wo  are,  however,  in  the  confidential  employment  of  our 
Government,  and  are  entirely  familiar  with  its  wishes  and 
opinions  on  tliat  subject;  and  we  feel  authorized  to  declare 
that,  if  the  circumstances  disclosed  in  this  correspondence 
were  comTuunicated  to  Richmond  we  would  be  at  once  in- 
vested with  the  authority  to  wliich  your  letter  refers,  or 
other  gentlemen  clothed  with  full  powers  would  be  im- 
mediately sent  to  Washington  with  the  \-iew  of  hastening 
a  consummation  so  much  to  be  desired,  and  terminating  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  the  calamities  of  the  war. 

We  respectfully  solicit  through  your  intervention  a  safe 
conduct  to  AVasliington,  and  thence  by  any  route  which 
may  bo  designated  through  your  lines  to  Richmond.  We 
would  be  gratified  if  Mr.  George  N.  Sanders  was  embraced 
in  this  privilege. 

Permit  us  in  conclusion  to  acknowledge  otir  obligations 

.    to  you  for  the  interest  you  have  manifested  in  the  further- 

ancj  of  our  wishes,  and  to  express  tlie  hope  that,  in  any 

event,  you  will  afford  us  the  opportunity  of  tendering  them 

in  person  before  you  leave  the  Falls. 

We  remain,  very  respectfully,  Ac, 

C.  C.  CLAY,  Jr., 
J.  P.  HOLCOMBE. 

P.  ?.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  Sir.  Thompson  is  not  here, 
and  has  not  been  staying  with  us  since  our  sojourn  in  Canada. 

International  Hotel, 

Niagara,  N.  Y.,  July  18, 1864. 

Gentlemen:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 

of  yours  of  this  date  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Jewett.    The 

state  of  facts  therein  presented  being  materially  different 

from  that  which  was  understood  to  exist  by  the  President 

reuriien  he  entrusted  me  with  the  safe  «onduct  required,  it 

tab^nis  to  mo  on  every  account  advisable  that  I  should  com- 

inicate  with  him  by  telegraph  and  solicit  fresh  instruc- 

Ts,  which  I  shall  at  once  proceed  to  do.  I  hope  to  be  able 

Inansmit  the  result  this  afternoon;  and,  at  all  events,  I 

SLj     do  BO  at  the  earliest  moment. 

*"'      Yours,  truly,  HORACE  GREELEY. 

Mes'O  Clement  C  Clay  and  James  P.  Holcombe, 
.ta^Ufton  Hcmse,  C.  W. 

I  - 

_       Clifton  House.  Niagara  Falls,  July  18, 1864. 
To  th^^Hon.  H.  Greeley,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  T. 

Sir  :    We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  this  date  by  the  hands  of  Col.  Jewett,  and  will 
await  the  further  answer  which  you  propose  to  send  us. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

C.C.CLAY,  jr. 
JAiLES  I'.  HOLCOMBE. 


International  Hotel, 
Niagara  Fai*s,  N.  Y.,  July  19, 1864. 
Gentle5Ien:  At  a  late  hour  last  evening  (too  late  for 
communication  with  you)  I  received  a  dispatch  informing 
me  that  further  instructions  left  Washington  last  evening, 
which  must  reach  me,  if  there  be  no  interruption,  at  noon 
to-morrow.     Should  you  sJecide  to  await  their  arrival,  I  feel 
confident  that  they  will  enable  me  to  answer  definitely  your 
note  of  yesterday  morning.    Regretting  a  delay  which  I  am 
sure  you  will  regard  as  unavoidable  on  my  part, 
I  remain,  j'ours,  truly, 

HORACE  GREELEY. 
The  Hon.  Messrs.  C.  C.  Clay,  jr.,  and  J.  P.  Holcombb, 
Clifton  House,  Niagara,  C.  W.        ' 

Clifton  House,  Nligara  Falls,  C.  W., 
July  19, 1S64. 
Sir:  Colonel  Jewett  has  just  handed  ns  your  note  of  this 
date,  in  which  you  state  that  further  instmctions  from 
Washington  will  reach  you  by  noon  to-morrow,  if  there  be 
no  interruption.    One,  or  possibly  both  of  us,  will  be  obliged 
to  leave  the  Falls  to-day,  but  will  return  in  time  to  receive 
the  communication  which  you  promise  to-morrow. 
We  remain,  truly  yours,  &c., 

JAMES  P.  HOLCOMBE, 
C.  C.  CLAY,  Jr. 
The  Hon.  Horace  Greeley, 

Now  at  the  International  Hotel. 

ExEcurme  Mansion, 
Washington,  July  18, 1864. 
To  wham  it  may  concern : 

Any  proposition  which  embraces  the  restoration  of  peace, 
the  integrity  of  the  whole  Union,  and  the  abandonment  of 
slavery,  and  which  comes  by  and  with  an  authority  that  can 
control  the  armies  now  at  war  against  the  United  States, 
will  be  received  and  considered  by  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  met  by  liberal  terms 
on  other  substantial  and  collateral  points,  and  the  bearer 
or  bearers  thereof  shall  have  safe  conduct  both  ways. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

International  Hotel,  Wednesday. 
Major  Hay  would  respectfully  inquire  whether  Professor 
Holcombe  and  the  gentlemen  associated  with  him  desire  to 
Bend  to  Washington  by  Major  Hay  any  messages  in  refer- 
ence to  the  communication  delivered  to  him  on  yesterday, 
and  in  that  case  when  he  may  expect  to  be  favored  with 
such  messages. 

Mr.  Holcombe  presents  hia  compliments  to  Major  Hay, 
and  greatly  regrets  if  his  return  to  Washington  has  been 
delayed  by  any  expectation  of  an  answer  to  the  communi- 
cation which  Mr.  Holcombo  received  from  him  on  yester- 
day, to  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
That  communication  was  accepted  as  the  response  to  a  let- 
ter of  Messrs.  Clay  and  Holcombe  to  the  Hon.  U.  Greeley, 
and  to  that  gentleman  an  answer  has  been  transmitted. 

Clifton  House,  Niagara  Falls,  Jjdy  21. 
[Copy  of  original  letter  held  by  me  to  deliver  to  the  Hon. 
Horace  Greeley,  and  which  duplicate  I  now  furnish  the  As- 
sociated Press.  WM.  CORNELL  JEWETT.] 
Niagara  Falls,  Clifton  House,  July  21, 1S61. 
To  the  Hon.  Horace  Greeley. 

Sib:  The  paper  handed  to  Mr.  Holcombe,  on  yesterday, 
in  your  presence,  by  Major  Ilay,  A.  A.  G.,  as  an  answer  to 
the  application  in  our  note  of  the  18th  instant,  is  couched 
in  the  following  terms  : 

"  Executive  Mansion, 

"  Washington,  July  18, 1864. 
"  To  whom  it  may  concern  : 

"Any  proposition  which  embraces  the  restoration  of  peace, 
the  integrity  of  the  whole  Union,  and  the  abandonment  of 
slavery,  which  comes  by  and  with  an  authority  that  can 
control  the  armies  now  at  war  against  the  United  States, 
will  be  received  and  considered  by  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  met  by  liberal  terms, 
on  other  substantial  and  collateral  points,  and  the  bearer  or 
bearers  thereof  shall  have  safe  conduct  both  ways. 

"ABRAHAM  LINCOLN." 

The  application  to  which  we  refer  was  elicited  by  your 
letter  of  the  17th  instant,  in  which  you  inform  Mr.  Jacob 
Thompson  and  ourselves  that  yon  were  authorized  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  tender  us  his  s.afe  conduct, 
on  the  hj'pothesis  that  we  were  "duly  accredited  from 
Richmond  as  bearers  of  propositions  looking  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  peace,"  and  desire  a  visit  to  Washington  in  the 
fulfilment  of  this  mission.  This  assertion,  to  which  we  then 
gave,  and  still  do,  entire  credence,  was  accepted  by  us  as 
the  evidence  of  an  unexpected  but  most  gratifying  change 
In  the  policy  of  the  President— a  change  which  we  felt  an- 
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thorized  to  hope  mi^ht  terminate  in  the  conclusion  of  a 
peace  mutually  just,  hontirabli-,  and  advantageous  to  the 
North  and  to  the  So  ith,  exacting  no  condition  but  that  we 
should  be  "duly  accredited  from  Richmond  as  bearers  of 
piopositions  looking  to  the  estiib  ishraent  of  peace." 

Thus  proffering  a  basis  for  conference  as  comprehensive 
as  we  could  desire,  it  seemed  to  us  tjiat  the  President  opened 
a  door  which  had  previously  been  closed  against  the  Con- 
federate States  for  a  full  interchange  of  sentiment,  free  dis- 
cussion of  conflicting  opinions,  and  untrammeled  effort  to 
remove  all  causes  of  controversy  by  Uberal  negotiations. 
We  indeed  could  not  claim  the  benefit  of  a  sai'e-conduct 
which  had  been  extended  to  us  in  a  character  we  had  no 
right  to  assume  artd  had  never  affected  to  possess;  but  the 
uniform  declarations  of  our  Executive  and  Congress,  and 
their  thrice-repeated  and  as  often  repulsed  attempts  to  open 
negotiations,  furnish  a  sufficient  pledge  to  us  that  this  con- 
ciliatory manifestation  on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  would  be  met  bj'  them  in  a  temijer  of  equal 
magnanimity.  We  had.  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
that  if  this  correspondence  was  communicated  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States,  he  would  promptly  embrace 
the  opportunity  presented  for  seeking  a  peaceful  solution 
of  this  unhappy  strife. 

We  feel  confident  that  you  must  share  our  profound  regret 
that  the  spirit  which  dictated  the  first  step  toward  peace 
had  not  continued  to  animate  the  councils  of  your  Presi- 
dent. Had  the  representatives  of  the  two  Governments 
met  to  consider  this  question,  the  most  momentous  ever 
submitted  to  human  statesmanship,  iu  a  temper  of  becoming 
moderation  and  equity,  followed,  as  their  deliberations 
would  have  been,  by  the  prayers  and  benedictions  of  every 
patriot  and  Christian  on  the  habitable  glolje,  who  is  there 
80  bold  as  to  pronounce  that  the  frightful  waste  of  indivi- 
dual happiness  and  public  prosperity  which  is  daily  sadden- 
ing the  universal  heart  might  not  have  been  terminated,  or 
if  the  desolation  and  carnage  of  war  must  still  be  endured 
tlirough  weary  years  of  blood  and  suffering,  that  there  might 
not  at  least  have  been  infused  into  its  conduct  something 
more  of  the  spirit  which  softens  and  partially  redeems  its 
brutalities? 

Instead  of  the  safe  conduct  which  we  solicited,  and  which 
your  first  letter  gave  us  every  reason  to  suppose  would  be 
extended  for  the  purpose  of  initiating  a  negotiation  in 
wliich  neither  Government  would  compromise  its  rights 
or  its  dignity,  a  document  has  been  presented  which  pro- 
vokes as  much  indignation  as  surprise.  It  bears  no  feature 
of  reseml)lance  to  that  which  was  originally  offered,  and  is 
unlike  any  paper  which  ever  before  emanated  from  the 
constitutional  executive  of  a  free  people.  Addressed  "  to 
whom  it  may  concern,"  it  precludes  negotiation,  and  pre- 
scribes in  advance  the  terms  and  conditions  of  peace.  It 
returns  to  the  original  policy  of  "no  bargaining,  no  negotia- 
tions, no  trace  with  rebels  except  to  bury  their  dead,  until 
every  man  shall  have  laid  down  his  arms,  submitted  to  the 
Government,  and  sued  for  mercy." 

Wliatevcr  may  bo  the  explanation  of  this  sudden  and  en- 
tire change  in  the  views  of  the  President,  of  this  rude  with- 
drawal of  a  courteous  overture  for  negotiation  at  the  mo- 
ment it  was  likely  to  bo  accepted,  of  this  emphatic  recall 
of  words  of  peace  just  uttered,  and  fresh  blasts  of  war  to 
the  bitter  end.  we  leave  for  the  speculation  of  those  who 
have  the  means  or  inclination  to  penetrate  the  mysteries  of 
his  Cabinet  or  fathom  the  caprice  of  his  imperial  will.  It 
is  enough  for  us  to  say  th.at  we  have  no  use  whatever  for  the 
paper  which  has  been  placed  in  our  hands. 

We  could  not  transmit  it  to  the  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  without  offering  him  an  indignity,  dishonor- 
ing ourselves,  and  incurring  the  well-merited-scorn  of  our 
countrymen.  While  an  ardent  desire  for  peace  pervades 
the  people  of  the  Confederate  States,  we  rejoice  to  believe 
that  there  are  few,  if  any,  among  them  who  would  purchase 
it  at  the  expense  of  liberty,  honor,  and  self-respect.  If  it 
can  be  seciu'cd  only  by  their  submission  to  terms  of  con- 
quest, the  generation  is  yet  unborn  which  will  witness  its 
restitution. 

If  there  be  any  military  autocrat  in  the  North  who  is  en- 
titled to  proffer  the  conditions  of  this  manifesto,  there  is 
none  in  the  South  authorized  to  entertain  them  Those  who 
control  our  armies  are  the  servants  of  the  people — not  their 
masters;  and  they  have  no  more  inclination  than  they  have 
the  right  to  subvert  the  social  institutions  of  the  sovereign 
States,  to  overthrow  their  established  constitutions,  and  to 
barter  away  their  priceless  heritage  of  self-government. 

This  correspondence  will  not,  however,  we  trust,  prove 
wholly  barren  of  good  result.  If  there  is  any  citizen  of  the 
Confederate  States  who  has  clung  to  a  hope  that  peace  was 
possible  with  this  administration  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment it  will  strip  from  his  eyes  the  last  film  of  such  delu- 
Biou;  or  if  there  be  any  whose  hearts  have  grown  faint  un- 
der the  suffering  and  a^ony  of  this  bloody  struggle,  it  will 
inspire  them  with  fresh  energy  to  o:idure  and  bravo  what- 
ever may  y.t  be  requisite  to  preserve  to  themselves  and 
their  children  all  that  gives  dignity  and  value  to  life  or 


hope  and  consolation  to  death.  And  if  there  bo  any  patriots 
or  Christians  in  your  land  who  shrink  appalled  from  the 
illimit.iblo  vista  of  private  misery  and  jmblic  calamity 
which  stretches  before  them,  we  pray  that  in  their  bosoms 
a  resolution  may  be  quickened  to  recall  the  abused  author- 
ity and  vindicate  the  outraged  civilization  of  the  country. 
For  the  solicitude  you  have  manifested  to  iuauguiatea 
movement  which  contemplates  results  the  most  noble  and 
humane,  we  return  our  sincere  thanks,  and  are,  most  r^ 
spectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servants, 

C.  C.  CLAY,  jr. 

JAMES  P.  HOLCOMBE. 

CLiFro.v  House,  Niagara  Falls, 
WEnNESDAY,  July  LO,  1864. 
CoL.  W.  C.  Jewbit,  Cataract  House,  Niagara  Falls  : 

Sir:  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  note,  admouisliing  tis  of 
the  departure  of  the  Hon.  Horace  Greeley  Irora  the  Falls ; 
that  he  regrets  the  sad  termination  of  the  initiatory  st'ps 
taken  for  peace,  in  consequence  of  the  change  made  by 
the  President  in  his  instructions  to  convoy  commissioners 
to  Washington  for  negotiations  unconditionally,  and  that 
Mr.  Greeley  will  be  pleased  to  receive  any  answer  we  may 
have  to  make  through  you. 

We  avail  ouselves  of  this  offer  to  enclose  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Greeley,  which  you  will  oblige  us  by  delivering.  We  can- 
not take  leave  of  you  without  expressing  our  thanks  for 
vour  courtesy  and  kind  offices  as  the  intermediary  through 
whom  our  correspondence  with  Mr.  Greeley  has  been  con- 
ducted, and  assuring  you  that  we  are,  very  resiiectfully, 
your  obedient  servants, 

C.  C.  CLAY,  Jr. 
JAMES  P.  HOLCOMBE. 

MR.  GREELEY  TO  MR.   JKWKIT. 

Niagara  Falls,  (N.  Y.,)  Juhj  20, 1864. 

Deae  Sir  :  In  leaving  the  Falls,  I  feel  hound  to  state  that 
I  have  had  no  intercourse  with  the  Confederate  gentlemen 
at  the  Clifton  House  ftuisucft.  as  I  was  fully  authorized  to 
hold  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  I  have 
done  nothing  in  the  premises  but  in  fulfillment  of  his  injtmo- 
tions.  The  notes,  therefore,  which  you  have  kin  .ly  inter- 
changed between  those  gentlemen  and  myself  can  in  no 
case  subject  you  to  the  imputation  of  unauthorized  dealing 
with  public  enemies. 

Yours,  HORACE  GREELEY. 

W.  C.  Jewett,  Esq. 

MR.  JEWETT  TO  SIR.  CLAY  AND  OTHERS. 

Nl\gar\  Falls,  Juhj  20, 1864. 
Hon.  C.  C.  Clay,  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson,  Hon.  Geo.  N.  San- 
ders, Hon.  Beverly  Tucker,  and  the  other  Hon.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Greeley  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  following  telegram  from  Mr.  Clay: 

"  St.  Catherine's,  July  20, 1864. 
"  To  Geo.  N  Sanders  : 

"  Will  be  with  you  at  five  o'clock.  Detain  Greeley  until  I 
see  liim.  C.  C.  CLAY." 

And  to  state  that,  in  view  of  his  mission  being  ended, 
through  the  rejection  of  the  terms  of  negotiation  in  the 
letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  delivered  to 
you  by  Major  Ilay,  he  does  not  feel  himself  authorized  to 
take  any  further  steps  in  the  matter.  He  regrets  the  sa4 
termination  of  the  steps  taken  for  peace,  from  the  change 
made  by  the  President  in  liis  instructions  given  him  to 
convey  commissioners  to  Washington  for  negotiations  un- 
coniUtionally.  He  will  be  jjleased  to  receive  any  answer 
you  may  have  to  make  in  writing  through  me  or  any  mode 
you  may  desire. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Greeley  addressed 
to  me  justifying  the  intercourse  I  have  had  with  you  dm'iug 
this  short  negotiation  for  peace. 

In  conclusion,  I  tender  to  you  my  heartfelt  thanks  for 
the  kind  and  generous  manner  in  which  you  have  receive 
mo  personally,  and  for  the  noble  and  magnanimous  sent 
ments  you  have  advanced  in  a  desire  to  end  the  bloody  co* 
flict  between  the  two  sections.    I  can  only  regret  that  c'-       ^ 
Government  should  not  have  seen  the  policj%  duty,  ^^^1;°  5 
justice  of  meeting  your  generous  offer  to  meet  in  coi  thj^^ 
unconchtionally — terms  of  a  peace  to  depend  upon  cUs.uh- 
Btances  transpiring  during  negotiations.     My  efiort  Hiiall 
be  as  ever  uncciising  for  peace  that  shall  secure  '""('the 
section  you  represent  that  justice  that  shall  meet  wi^i'ithe 
approval  of  the  civilized  world,  of  the  coming  InterniVOnal 
Congress  proposed  by  the  wise  and  noble  Napoleon. 

Very  truly,  WM.  CORNELL  JEWETT. 

M.UOR  HAY  TO  MR.  HOLCOMBE. 

International  Hotel,  July  21, 1864. 
Major  Hay  has  just  received  Mr.  Holcombe's  note  of  thi« 
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iatf,  and  thanking  him  for  his  prompt  response,  ■will  start 
at  once  for  Washington.  Both  Mr.  Greeley  and  Major  Ilay 
nndorstood  Mr.  Ilolcombe  to  say,  yesterday,  that  hi  would 
Bond  to  Major  Hay  any  communication  he  might  wish  to 
transmit  to-day,  and  on  that  supposition  Mr.  Greeley  set  out 
for  Now  York  yesterday,  and  Major  Hay  remained.  It  is  a 
matter  of  no  special  importance.  Major  Hay  only  wishes 
to  explain  his  noto  of  to-day. 

[From  the  New  York  Tribune  of  July  22.] 
The  telegraphic  stories  concerning  peace  conf^irences  at 
Niagara  Falls  have  a  slender  foundation  in  fact,  but  most  of 
the  details  are  very  wide  of  the  truth.  The  Editor  of  this 
paper  has  taken  part  in  and  been  privy  to  no  further  or 
cythfT  negotiations  than  were  fully  authorized,  and  more 
than  autliorized ;  but  these  rel.ated  solely  to  bringing  the 
antagonists  face  to  face  in  amicable  rather  than  belligerent 
attitude,  with  a  view  to  the  initiation  of  an  earnest  effort 
for  peace,  to  be  prosecuted  at  Washington.  The  movement 
has  had  no  immediate  success. 

Of  course  all  reports  that  the  writer  has  been  engaged  in 
proposing,  or  receiving,  or  discussing  hypothetical  terms  or 
basis  of  peaic,  whether  with  accredited  agents  of  the  Rich- 
mond authorities  or  others,  are  utterly  mistaken.  He  has 
never  had  the  slightest  authorization  to  do  anything  of  the 
eort;  and  he  is  quite  aware  of  those  provisions  of  law  which 
relate  to  volunteer  negotiators  with  public  enemies.  Those 
provisions  he  heartily  approves,  and  is  nowise  inclined  to 
violate. 

More  than  this  he  does  not  at  yet  feel  at  liberty  to  state, 
though  he  soon  may  be.  All  that  he  can  now  add  is  his 
general  inference  that  the  pacification  of  our  country  is 
neither  so  difficult  nor  so  distant  as  seems  to  be  generally 
supposed. 

Rebel  Views  of  "Peace." 

1862. 

In  September,  1862,  these  proceedings  are 
published  as  having  taken  place  in  the  Rebel 
Congress  : 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Mr.  Foote, 
of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution proposing  to  send  a  commissioner  to 
Washington,  empowered  to  propose  terms  of 
just  and  honorable  peace  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  That  tlio  signal  success  with  which  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  so  continually  blessed  our  arms  for  several 
months  past  would  fully  justify  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment in  dispatching  a  commissioner  or  commissioners  to 
the  Government  at  Washington  city,  empowered  to  pro- 
pose the  terms  of  a  just  an  honorable  peace. 

Mr.  Holt,  of  Georgia,  asked  the  consent  of 
the  Ho  jse  to  offer  the  following  substitute  for 
the  res  lution  : 

The  pi  .pie  of  the  Confederate  States  are,  and  have  been 
from  thf  beginning,  anxious  that  the  war  with  the  United 
States  si-  uld  be  conducted  with  the  sense  established  by 
the  rule  «f  civilized  and  Christian  nations,  and  have,  on 
their  pni- .  so  conducted  it,  and  the  said  people  ardently  de- 
sire that  said  war  should  cease  and  peace  Ije  restored,  and 
have  so  announced  from  the  beginning :  Therefore, 

Rewlvcd,  That,  whenever  the  Unitwl  States  Government 
shall  manifest  a  like  anxiety  and  a  like  desire,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  to  ap- 
point   commissioners  to  treat  and  negotiate  with  the 

said  United  States  Government  upon  said  subjects,  or  either 
of  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ken.an,  of  Georgia,  the 
resolution  and  substitute  were  laid  upon  the 
table — yeas  59,  nays  26. 

1863. 

In  January,  Mr.  Crockett,  of  Kentucky,  in- 
troduced into  the  House  a  resolution  with  refer- 
ence to  the  conditions  on  which  peace  should  be 
negotiated  ;  which  was  debated. 

Mr    Foote,  of  Tennessee,*  also    introduced 

•Th.  Atlanta  'Georgia)  InteJligencer  of  the  20th  of  Janu- 
ary bar  the  following: 

'The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Foote  in  Congress 
hearing  upon  a  reconstruction  of  our  Government  with  the 
Northwestern  States,  we  desire  now  solemnly  to  protest 
against,  and  we  trust  that  they  will  be  tabled  by  the  Con- 


these,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs: 

The  people  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  having 
in  the  progress  of  the  pending  war,  most  cle.irly  demon- 
strated their  ability  to  maintain  by  arms  the  claim  to  sepa^ 
rate  independence,  which  they  have  heretofore  asserted  be- 
fore the  world,  and  being  inflexibly  resolved  never  to  re- 
linquish the  struggle  in  which  they  are  engaged  until  the 
great  object  for  which  they  are  contending  shall  have  been 
finally  accomplished ;  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  great  politi- 
cal reaction  in  opposition  to  the  bloody  and  unnatural  war 
now  in  course  of  prosecution,  has  displayed  itselfin  several  of 
the  most  populous  and  influential  SUtes  of  what  was  once 
honorably  kuown  as  "The  United  States  of  America;"  and, 
in  view  of  the  additional  fact  that,  even  among  the  avowed 
opponents  of  despotism,  and  the  recognized  friends  of  peace 
in  the  North,  a  grave  and  deplorable  misapprehension  has 
ot  late  arisen  in  regard  to  the  true  condition  of  public  senti- 
ment in  the  South  touching  the  question  of  leconstructiDg 
that  political  Union  once  existing  under  the  protection  of 
what  is  known  as  the  Federal  Constitution.  Now,  in  order 
that  no  further  misunderstanding  of  the  kind  referred  to 
may  hereafter  prevail,  and  in  order  that  the  unchangeable 
determination  of  our  Government  and  people,  in  reference 
U  the  terms  upon  which  alone  they  would  bring  the  sant'm- 
nary  stiuggle  to  a  close,  may  be  made  known,  the  Con"?es3 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  resolve  as  follows: 

1.  There  is  no  plan  of  reconstructing  what  was  formerly 
known  as  the  Federal  Union  to  which  the  people  of  the  Con- 
iederate  States  will  ever  consent.  "Wrongs  too  grievous  and 
multipUed  have  been  committed  upon  us  and  upon  our  most 
cherished  riglits  by  a  united  North,  since  this  unprovoked 
and  most  wicked  war  commenced;  a  majority  of  the  people 
ot  the  northern  States  have  too  evidently  shown  themselvea 
to  be  utterly  incapable  of  self-government  and  unmindful 
of  all  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which  alone  repub- 
hcan  institutions  can  be  maintained.  They  have  too  Ions 
submitted  patiently  to  the  iron  rule  of  thebasest  and  most 
degraded  despi^dsm  that  the  world  has  yet  known;  for  too 
long  a  period  of  time  they  have  openly  and  unldushin'^ly 
sympathized  with  the  lawless  and  ferocious  miscreants  who 
have  been  sent  into  the  bosom  of  the  unoffending  South  to 
spill  the  precious  blood  of  our  most  valued  citizens ;  to  pol- 
lute and  desecrate  all  that  we  hold  in  especial  veneration- 
to  rob  us  of  our  property ;  to  expel  us  from  our  homes  and 
wantonly  to  devastate  our  country,  to  allow  even  of  the 
possibility  of  our  ever  again  consenting  to  hold  the  least 
political  connection  with  those  who  have  so  cruelly  out- 
raged our  sensibilities  and  so  profoundly  dishonored  them- 
selves, and  in  association  with  whom  we  feel  that  we  could 
not  expect  that  freedom  which  we  love,  that  self-respect 
which  we  are  determined  ever  to  cultivate,  and  the  esteem 
and  sympathy  of  civilized  and  Christian  nations. 

2.  While  the  Confederate  States  of  America  are  not  at 
all  responsible  for  the  existing  war,  and  have  lieen  at  all 
times  ready  to  participate  in  such  arrangements  as  would 
be  best  suited  to  bring  it  to  a  close,  in  a  manner  consistent 
with  their  own  safety  and  honor,  they  could  not  yield  their 
consent  to  an  armistice  of  a  single  day  or  hour,  so  Ion"  as 
the  incendiary  proclamation  of  the  atrocious  monster  now 
bearing  rule  in  Washington  city,  shall  remain  unrevoked; 
nor  could  the  government  of  said  Confederate  States  agre« 
to  negotiate  at  all  in  regard  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities, 
except  upon  the  basis  of  a  formal  and  unconditional  recog- 
nition of  their  independence. 

3.  Whenever  the  friends  of  peace  in  the  North  shall  grow 
strong  enough  to  constrain  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  flagi- 
tious Cabinet  to  withdraw  said  proclamation,  and  propose 
an  armistice  upon  the  basis  aforesaid,  the  Government  of 
the  Confederate  States  will  be  ready  to  accede  to  said  prop- 
osition of  armistice  with  a  view  to  the  settlement  of  all  ex- 
isting difficulties. 

4.  Should  peace  be  at  any  time  brought  about,  the  Coa- 
ffcderate  States  of  America  would  freely  consent  to  the  forra- 
ation  of  a  just  and  mutually  advantageous  commercial 


federate  Congress,  whenever  they  are  takea  up  to  be  con- 
sidered.  Wo  are  fighting  this  war  for  Southern  independ- 
ence and  for  a  Government  of  Southern  States,  recognizing 
African  slavery  as  an  institution  ordained  of  God,  beneficial 
to  mankind,  a  necessity  in  our  social  and  political  relations 
as  i-'tates,  and  in  our  intercourse  with  all  other  nations  or 
States.  Hence  the  admission  of  any  free  State  into  our 
Union  is  not  only  repugnant  tons,  but  it  will  beoiily  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  evil  which  has  brought  on  the  war,  and 
which  to  get  rid  of  we  are  now  fighting.  If  the  Northwest- 
ern States  should  shake  off  the  North  and  East,  and  set  up 
for  themselves  a  new  Government,  and  drsiro  to  be  at  peace 
with  the  Siiuth,  no  barrier  will  be  placed  in  their  way  by 
our  Government,  and  we  shall  bo  willing  to  treat  witb  them 
as  an  independent  Government — in  peace,  as  friends  •  in 
war,  as  foes."  ' 
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treaty  with  all  the  States  now  constituting  the  United  States, 
except  New  England,  with  whoso  people,  and  lu  whose  ig- 
noble love  of  gold  and  brutifying  fanaticism  this  disgrace- 
ful war  has  mainly  originated;  in  consideration  of  which 
fact  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  are 
firmly  and  deliberately  resolved  to  have  no  intercourse 
whatever  hereafter,  either  direct  or  indirect,  political,  com- 
mercial, or  social,  under  any  circumstances  which  could  be 
possibly  imagined  to  exist,  with  said  States  of  New  England, 
or  the  people  therein  resident. 

5.  The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  consid- 
eration of  the  change  in  public  sentiment  wliich  has  oc- 
curred in  several  of  the  Northern  States,  wherein  political 
elections  have  been  recently  held — sympathizing  most 
kindly  vsdth  those  by  whose  manly  exertions  that  change 
has  been  brought  about — would  be  willing  to  conclude  a 
just  and  honorable  peace  with  any  one  or  nioro  of  said 
States  who,  renouncing  all  political  connection  with  New 
England,  may  be  found  willing  to  stipulate  for  desisting  at 
once  from  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the 
South,  and  in  such  case  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  would  be  willing  to  enter  into  a  league,  offensive  and 
defensive,  with  the  States  thus  desisting,  of  a  ijermaneut 
and  enduring  character. 

6.  The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  is  now 
willing,  as  it  has  heretofore  repeatedly  avowed  itself  to  be, 
whenever  the  States  bordering  upon  the  Mississippi  river, 
or  any  of  them,  shall  have  declared  their  inclination  to 
withdraw  from  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war  upon  the 
South,  (which,  could  it  bo  successful,  would  only  have  the 
effect  of  destroj'ing.  their  own  best  market.)  to  guaranty  to 
them  in  the  most  effectual  and  satisfactory  manner  the 
peaceful  and  uninterrupted  navigation  of  the  said  Missis- 
sippi river  and  its  tributaries,  and  to  open  to  them  at  once  the 
markets  of  the  South,  greatly  enhanced  in  value  to  them  as 
they  would  be  by  the  permanent  exclusion  of  all  articles  of 
New  England  growth  or  manufactiu-e. 

7.  The  course  of  practical  neutrality  in  regard  to  the 
pending  war  heretofore  pursued  by  the  States  and  Territo- 
toriea  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  has  afforded  the  highest 
gratification  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  said  States  and  Territories,  consulting  their  own  ob- 
vious safety  and  future  welfare,  will  withdraw  from  all 
political  connection  with  a  Government  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  a  source  of  continual  oppression  to  them ;  and 
when  eaid  States  and  Territories,  asserting  their  separate 
ftidependence,  shall  appropriate  to  themselves  the  manifold 
advantages  sure  to  result  from  such  a  movement,  among 
which  may  be  reckoned :  1st.  Relief  from  grievous  and  ex- 
hausting tariff  regulations,  now  being  rigidly  enforced. 
2d.  Relief  from  all  the  discredit  resulting  inevitJibly  from 
the  prosecution  of  the  presentunjustand  unauthorized  war. 
3d.  Relief  from  the  pressure  of  a  despotism  the  most  heart- 
less and  atrocious  ever  yet  established.     4th.  Relief  from 

'  the  crushing  weight  of  taxation  unavoidably  growing  out 
of  the  war.  5th.  The  exclusive  use  and  eujoymont  of  all 
the  rich  mineral  lands  stretching  along  the  slope  of  the  Pa- 
cific. 6th.  Free  trade  mth  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
a  future  maritime  growth  and  power  that  has  no  parallel ; 
and  lastly,  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  President  be  respectfully  requested, 
if  he  shall  approve  these  resolutions,  to  cause  them  to  be 
promulgated  and  transmitted  to  the  States  of  the  North  by 
such  means  as  he  shall  deem  most  judicious;  and  that  he 
accompany  them,  if  he  think  it  advisable,  with  such  an  ad- 
dress or  proclamation,  expository  of  the  matters  embodied 
therein,  as  he  shall  judge  most  suitable  and  proper. 

Jan.  21 — Mr.  Foote  remarked  in  relation  to 
proposed  retaliation  by  Mr.  Clopton : 

He  (Mr.  Foote)  did  not  certainly  intend  to  call  into  ques- 
tion the  motives  or  acts  of  the  President  in  reference  to 
this  matter ;  but  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  must  bo 
aware  that  the  judiciaries  of  most  of  the  Suites  were  most 
familiar  with  their  own  laws  on  the  subject  under  consider- 
ation, and  know  what  would  be  most  satisfactory  to  their 
owu  people  better  than  the  Confederate  Government  could 
possibly  know.  But  one  point  he  desired  especially  to  no- 
tice. It  could  not  but  be  apparent  to  every  one  how  these 
measures  of  retaliation  would  result — the  amount  of  blood- 
Shed  and  terrible  atrocities  to  which  it  would  lead.  There- 
fore he  desired  that  a  messenger  or  messengers  should  bo 
sent  to  the  Northern  Government,  to  propose  terms  of  hon- 
orable peace — to  let  tbem  know  what  was  to  be  expected 
by  a  continuance  of  the  war  under  present  auspices.  This 
would  give  heart  to  that  great  Peace  party  which  is  now 
springing  up  at  the  North  and  daily  increasing  in  strength, 
especially  in  the  Northwestern  States,  where  the  people 
are  already  clamorous  for  peace.  And  if  the  Lincoln  Gov- 
ernment still  persisted  m  their  atrocious  course,  our  action 
would  show  the  world  that  upon  that  Government  rested 
all  the  future  respoosibility.    It  would  show  that  if  they 


persisted  in  this  demoniacal  and  hellish  warfare,  we  are 
not  to  blame.  He  was  sure,  however,  that  Uiese  political 
uprisings  in  the  Slates  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  were 
of  no  little  moment,  and  the  results  would  presently 
appear. 

In  September,  certain  "peace  resolutions" 
were  introduced  into  the  Senate  of  Virginia, 
which  proposed  in  substance  that  three  com- 
missioners should  be  appointed  by  each  of  the 
Confederate  States,  to  repair  to  each  of  the 
States  remaining  in  the  old  Union,  and  make 
known  to  the  Governors  of  each  of  them  that 
the  Confederate  States  demand  that  they  will, 
by  the  ballot-box,  consent  that  the  Confederate 
States  be  allowed  thenceforth  to  be  separated 
from  them  in  peace. 

These  reolulions  were  discussed  at  some 
length,  and  then  indefinitely  postponed  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  When  they  were  first  offered 
and  read — 

Mr.  Armstrong  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  on  the  resolutions  forthwith. 

Mr.  Collier  appealed  to  the  Senate  to  allow  the  resolu- 
tions to  lay  on  the  table,  in  order  that  Senators  might  have 
full  time  to  reflect  on  their  importance. 

Mr.  Seddox  was  unwilling  to  allow  the  silent  sanction  of 
the  Senate  to  endorse  for  an  hour  these  resolutions.  He 
was  in  favor  of  dij^posing  of  them  without  delay. 

The  rules  were  theb  suspended. 

Mr.  Nash  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lutions. Ho  regretted  painfully  to  see  such  resolutions 
offered.  He  objected  to  them  toto  ccdo.  He  was  as  much 
opposed  to  sending  commissioners  to  Gov.  Morgan,  or  any 
other  northern  Governor,  as  to  Mr.  Lincoln.  In  their  views 
and  public  policy  they  were  all  alike. 

Mr.  Collier  thought  the  action  of  the  Senate  was  hasty 
and  inconsiderate.  The  scheme  he  proposed  never  had  been 
attempted.  There  was  no  clause  in  the  Constitution  that 
provided  for  a  peaceful  dissolution  of  the  Union.  A  sort  of 
dread  filled  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  propositions  of 
peace,  because  they  might  do  harm.  If  there  was  any  ex- 
pression in  the  preamble  or  resolutions  which  inculcates 
the  idea  that  we  are  to  desist  from  the  struggle  till  the  in- 
dependence of  this  Confederacy  was  achieved  he  would  like 
to  know  it.  Ho  was  willing  to  fight  on,  to  fight  on  till  we 
should  obtain  our  independence ;  but  while  fighting  with 
one  hand  he  would  hold  out  tho  olive-branch  of  peace  with 
the  other.  He  hoped,  if  the  resolutions  were  to  bo  buried, 
they  would  be  allowed  tho  decent  respect  shown  to  all 
corpses,  of  remaining  twenty-four  hours  before  interment. 

The  roll  waa  called,  and  the  vote  stood — ayes  38,  noes  1, 
(Mr.  Collier.)  So  the  preamble  and  resolutions  were  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

In  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  the  same  sub- 
ject was  considered,  on  which  the  Savannah 
Republican  remarked : 

Wo  hope  the  Georgia  Legislature  will  let  this  question 
alone,  and  turn  their  attention  to  war.  The  peace  talk  is 
designed  to  help  the  Northern  Democrats,  but  it  is  a  great 
mistake.    It  helps  Lincoln,  as  we  shall  see  to  our  sorrow. 

In  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,*  some 


*  March  4, 1864,  Wm.  W.  Ilolden  issued  tliis  card : 

To  the  People  of  North  Carolina :  In  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  many  friends,  2  announce  myself  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  at  the  election  to 
be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  August  next. 

My  principles  and  views,  as  a  conservative,  "after  the 
strictest  sect,"  are  well  known  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
These  principles  and  views  are  what  they  have  been.  They 
will  not  be  changed. 

I  am  not  disposed,  at  a  time  like  this,  to  invite  the  people 
from  their  employments,  and  add  to  tho  excitement  which 
prevails  in  tho  public  mind  by  haranguing  them  for  their 
votes.  We  need  all  our  energies  to  meet  tho  common 
enemy,  and  to  provide  means  of  subsistence  for  our  troops 
in  the  field  and  tho  people  at  home.  Let  tho  people  go 
calmly  and  firmly  to  the  polls  and  vote  for  the  man  of  their 
choice.  I  will  cheerfully  abide  their  decision,  whatever  it 
may  be. 

If  elected  I  will  do  everything  In  my  power  to  promote 
the  interests,  the  honor,  and  the  glory  of  North  CaroUna, 
and  to  Becure  an  honorable  peace. 
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resolutions   were    submitted,   -which   are   thus 
described  by  a  Richmond  paper  : 

Tliey  assert  tho  right  of  the  people  to  meet  and  consult 
for  the  good  of  the  country  ;  denounce  mob  violence  and 
military  aggression  upon  the  freedom  of  tlie  press ;  pledge 
the  State  to  a  firm  maintenance  of  the  decisions  of  its  legal 
tribunals,  and  applaud  Gov.  Vance  for  his  manly  defence  of 
tho  State  judiciary.  They  further  compliment  tlie  army 
for  its  gallantry  and  heroism,  and  urge  a  faithful  discharge 
of  duty  in  vigorously  prosecuting  the  war  for  national  inde- 
pendence. They  further  dcclai'e  that  formal  negotiations 
for  peace,  on  the  basis  of  separation  from  the  United  States, 
should  be  instituted  by  the  treaty-making  power,  and  urge 
our  liepresentatives  in  Congress  to  exert  themselves  to 
bring  about  such  negotiations.  They  further  recommend 
proposals  from  the  Confederate  authorities  to  the  Federal 
Congress  looking  to  the  holding  of  a  peace  convention  for 
the  adjustment  of  difficulties,  whose  action  shall  he  subject 
to  the  ratification  of  the  people. 

TERMS  OF    PEACE    INDICATED    BY    THE  RICHMOND 

ENQUIRER. 

[From  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  Oct.  16.] 

Notwithstanding  the  cheering  rumors  of  an  early  recog- 
nition by  France,  notwithstanding  tho  fact  that  the  Cabinet 
at  Washington  has  been  considering  "  proposals  for  peace" 
— proposals  of  its  own,  for  it  has  none  of  ours  to  consider — 
nolwitlistand  ing  the  White  Flag  that  was  seen  in  tho 
heavens  by  a  respectable  woman,  and  tho  march  of  serial 
troops  northwards,  witnessed  by  a  man  of  good  character, 
in  the  clouds — in  spite  of  all  this,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
prospect  of  speedy  peace  visible  to  us.  There  will  be  no 
peace  until  tho  military  power  of  tho  Yankee  nation  is  en- 
tirely broken,  and  its  people  so  thoroughly  sickened  of  the 
war  that  wo  can  exact  our  own  terms. 

Save  ou  our  owu  terms,  we  can  accept  no  peace  what- 
ever, and  must  flght  till  doomsday  rather  than  yield  an  iota 
of  them  ;  and  our  terms  are: 

Recognition  by  the  enemy  of  tho  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

Withdrawal  of  Yankee  forces  from  every  foot  of  Confed- 
erate ground,  including  Kentucky  and  Missouri. 

Withdrawal  of  Yankee  soldiers  from  Maryland  until  that 
State  shall  decide,  by  a  free  vote,  whether  she  shall  remain 
in  the  old  Union  or  ask  admission  into  the  Confederacy. 

Cousenl,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  give 
np  to  tlie  Confederacy  its  proportion  of  the  navy  as  it  stood 
at  the  time  of  secession,  or  to  pay  for  tho  same. 

Yielding  up  of  all  pretension,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
Government,  to  that  portion  of  the  old  Territories  which 
lies  west  of  the  Confederate  States. 

An  equitable  settlement — on  the  basis  of  our  absolute 
Independence  and  equal  rights — of  all  accounts  of  the  pub- 
lic debts  and  public  lands,  and  of  tho  advantages  accruing 
from  f  Teign  treaties. 

These  provisions,  we  apprehend,  comprise  the  minimum 
of  what  we  must  require  before  we  lay  down  our  arms. 
That  is  to  say,  the  North  must  yield  all ;  we  nothing.  The 
whole  pretension  of  that  country  to  prevent  by  force  the 
Beparation  of  the  States  must  be  abandoned,  which  will  be 
an  equivalent  to  an  avowiS  that  our  enemies  wero  wrong 
from  the  first ;  and,  of  course,  as  they  waged  a  causeless 
and  wicked  war  upon  us,  they  ought,  in  strict  justice,  to  bo 
required,  according  to  usages  in  such  cases,  to  reimburse  to 
t:s  the  whole  of  our  expenses  and  losses  in  tho  course  of 
that  war. 

Whether  this  last  proviso  is  to  be  insisted  upon  or  not, 
certain  we  are  that  we  cannot  have  any  peace  at  all  until 
wo  shall  be  in  a  position,  not  only  to  demand  and  exact, 
but  also  to  enforce  and  collect,  the  treasure  for  our  own  re- 
imbursement out  of  the  wealthy  cities  in  the  enemy's 
country.  In  other  words,  unless  we  can  destroy  or  scatter 
their  armies  and  break  up  their  Government,  we  can  have 
no  peace ;  and  if  we  can  do  that,  then  we  can,  and  ought 
not  only  to  extort  from  them  our  own  full  terms,  and  am- 
ple acknowledgment  of  their  wrong,  but  also  a  handsome 
indemnity  for  tho  trouble  and  expense  caused  to  us  by  their 
crime. 

Now,  we  are  not  yet  in  a  position  to  dictate  those  terms 
to  our  enemies,  with  Roseerans's  army  slill  in  the  heart  of 
our  country,  and  Meade  still  on  Virginia  soil ;  but  though 
it  is  too  soon  to  propose  such  conditions  to  them,  yet  it  is 
important  that  wo  should  keep  them  plainly  before  our  own 
e^es  as  the  (mly  admissilde  ba.iis  of  any  conceivable  peace. 
This  well  fixed  in  the  Confederate  mind,  there  will  be  no 
more  fearful  looking  for  of  news  from  Europe,  as  if  that 
blessed  peace  wero  to  come  to  us  over  the  sea,  and  not  to  be 
conquered  on  our  own  ground ;  no  more  gaping  for  hints 
of  recognition,  "filling  tho  belly  with  the  east  vfind;"  no 
moie  distraction  or  diversion  from  tlie  single  momentous 
business  of  bracing  np  every  nei've  and  sinew  of  the  coun- 
try for  battle. 
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It  18  especially  now,  at  a  moment  when  great  and  per- 
haps decisive  battles  are  impending  at  two  or  three  points, 
that  we  think  it  most  essential  to  insist  upon  tho  grand  en- 
tiro  magnificence  of  the  stake  and  of  the  cause.  Once  more 
we  say,  it  is  all  ornothing.  This  Confederacy  or  the  Yan- 
kee nation,  one  or  the  other,  goes  down,  down  to  perdition ; 
that  is  to  say,  one  or  the  other  must  forfeit  its  national  ex- 
istence, and  lie  at  tho  mercy  of  its  mortal  enemy.  We  all 
know  by  this  time  the  fate  in  store  for  us  if  we  succumb. 
Tho  other  party  has  no  smaller  stake.  As  surely  as  we 
completely  ruin  their  armies — and  without  that  is  no  peace 
nor  truce  at  all — so  surely  shall  we  make  them  pay  our  wax 
debt,  though  we  wring  it  out  of  their  hearts.  And  they 
know  it  well ;  and  therefore  they  cannot  make  peace  except 
through  utter  exhaustion  and  absolute  inability  to  strike 
another  blow. 

Tho  stake  they  have  to  forfeit,  then,  if  they  lose  this 
dreadful  game,  is  as  vital  as  ours.  So  is  the  stake  to  be  won 
if  they  win  anything.  It  is  no  less  than  entire  possession 
of  our  whole  country,  with  us  in  it,  and  everything  that  ia 
ours,  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Rio  Grande,  to  have  and  to  hold 
to  them  and  their  heirs  forever.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
what  we  mean  to  win  is  utter  separation  from  thom  for  all 
time.  We  do  not  want  to  govern  their  country;  but  after 
levying  upon  it  what  seemeth  good  to  us,  by  way  of  indem- 
nity, wo  leave  it  to  commence  its  political  life  again  from 
the  beginning,  hoping  that  the  lesson  may  have  made  them 
sadder  and  wiser  Yankees.  We  shut  them  out  forever, 
with  all  their  unclean  and  scoundrelly  ways,  intending  to 
lead  our  lives  here  in  our  own  Confederate  way  within  our 
own  well-guarded  bounds;  and  without,  as  St.  John  says, 
"  without  are  dogs." 

And  let  no  Confederate  of  feeble  knees  and  tremulous 
backbone  say  to  us,  this  complete  triumph  is  impossible; 
say  that  we  must  be  content  with  some  kind  of  compro- 
mise, and  give  and  take.  On  the  contrary,  we  must  gain  all 
or  lose  all;  and  that  the  Confederates  will  indeed  win  tho 
giant  game,  we  take  to  be  as  certain  as  any  future  event  in 
this  uncertain  world.  Meade's  army  and  Roseerans's  once 
scattered,  Lincoln  can  get  no  more  armies.  The  draft  turns 
out  manifestly  fruitless.  Both  the  German  and  the  Irish 
elements  are  now  for  peace !  The  Yankees  have  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  tlie  war  themselves;  but,  in  tho  mean  time,  their 
inevitable  bankruptcy  is  advancing  like  an  armed  man; 
"hungry  ruin  has  them  in  the  wind."  It  cannot  be  long 
before  the  Cabinet  at  Washington  will  have  indeed  to  con- 
sider seriously  "  proposals  of  peace,"  under  auspices  and 
circumstances  very  different  from  the  present. 

For  the  present  tho  war  rolls  and  thunders  on — and  may 
God  defend  the  right  I 

1864. 
[From  the  Richmond  Examiner,  February  8.] 

The  following  extraordinary  resolutions  were  yesterday 
introduced  in  tho  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Wright, 
of  Georgia.  Tho  House  went  into  secret  session  before  tak- 
ing any  action  upon  them : 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  a  late  pub- 
lic communication,  did  declare  that  no  propositions  for 
peace  had  yet  been  made  to  that  Government  by  the  Confed- 
erate States,  when,  in  truth,  such  propositions  were  pre- 
vented from  being  made  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  that  he  refused  to  hear,  or  to  receive,  two  com- 
missioners appointed  to  treat  expressly  of  the  preservation 
of  amicable  relations  between  the  two  Governments. 

Nevertheless  that  the  Confederate  States  may  stand  justi- 
fied in  the  sight  of  tho  conservative  men  of  the  North  of  all 
parties,  and  that  the  world  may  know  which  of  the  two 
Governments  it  is  that  urges  on  a  war  unparalleled  for  the 
fierceness  of  the  conflict,  and  intensifying  into  a  sectional 
hatred  unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of  manldnd :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Confederate  States  invite  the  United 
States,  through  their  Government  at  Washington,  to  meet 
them  l)y  Representatives  equal  to  their  Representatives  and 

Senators  in  their  respective  Congress,  at ,  on  the 

day  of next,  to  consider, 

First.  Whether  they  cannot  agree  upon  the  recognition 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Second.  In  the  event  of  such  recognition,  whether  they  can- 
not agree  upon  the  formation  of  a  new  government,  founded 
upon  tlie  equaliti/  and  sovereignty  of  the  States;  but  if  this 
cannot  be  done,  to  consider — 

Third.  Whether  they  cannot  agree  upon  treaties,  offensive, 
defensive,  and  commercial. 

Resolved,  In  the  event  of  tho  passage  of  these  resolutions, 
tho  President  be  requested  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
Government  at  Washington  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 
deem  most  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  nations;  and 
in  the  event  of  their  acceptance  by  that  Government,  he  do 
issue  his  proclamation  of  election  of  delegates,  under  such 
regulations  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  23,  Mr. 
J.  T.  Leach,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  tho 
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following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were 
read  by  the  clerk,  creating  quite  a  sensation  on 
the  floor,  among  the  privileged  seats,  and  in 
the  galleries : 

Whereas,  The  unconstitutional  enactment  of  laws  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  upon  subjects  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  harmony  and  independence  of  the  States, 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  the  preser\'a- 
tjon  and  perpetuation  of  the  Union,  against  the  demands  of 
justice,  tlie  appeals  and  admonitions  of  her  best  and  ^visest 
statesmen,  made  it  our  painful  duty  to  fall  back  upon  the 
rights  for  which  the  colonies  maintained  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  which  our  forefathers  asserted  and  main- 
tained to  be  clear  and  inalienable : 

Mesolved,  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,  That 
the  delegates  from  each  State,  acting  in  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent character,  for  the  purpose  of  adding  moral  to  our 
physical  force,  and  placing  ourselves  properly  before  the 
civilized  world,  do  most  earnestly  appeal  to  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
commissioners  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  propose  an  armistice 
of  ninety  days  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  Fedei'al  Gov- 
ernment, preliminary  to  negotiation  upon  State  sovereignty 
and  independence ;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  report 
in  writing  to  the  President  the  answer  received  from  the 
Federal  Government  upon  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  should  the  peace-making  power  of  the 
Federal  Government  accede  to  the  proposition  for  an  armis- 
tice of  ninety  days,  the  President  be  requested  to  convene 
the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  purpose  of 
appointing  commissioners,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
Bent  of  the  Senate;  and  that  he  be  also  requested  to  notify 
the  executive  of  the  several  States  of  the  fact,  and  ask  their 
co-operation  by  appointing  commissioners,  either  by  the 
Legislature  or  by  convention,  to  co-operate  with  the  com- 
missioners appointed  Ijy  tlie  President, and  to  negotiate  with 
the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Federal  Government 
opon  such  terms  of  peace  as  will  bo  consistent  with  the 
honor,  dignity,  and  independence  of  the  States,  and  compat- 
ible with  the  safety  of  our  social  and  political  rights. 

Hcsolved,  That  in  maintaining  the  rights  guaranteed  to 
og  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  our  revolutionary  fathers, 
and  dear  at  all  times  to  freemen,  we  desire  to  be  let  alone. 
We  take  no  man's  property  ;  we  fight  i.ot  for  conquest,  but 
for  our  rights,  the  independence  of  the  States,  our  equality, 
our  civil  and  religious  liberties. 

Mesolred,  That  ench  terms  of  peace  as  agreed  to  by  the 
commissioners  ought  to  be  endorsed  by  the  President  and 
Senate,  and  submitted  to  the  people  for  their  ratification  or 
rejection. 

Mr.  FooTE,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  reference  of  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  McMuLLEN  inquired  whether  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lutions was  not  a  proper  one  for  the  secret  session. 

Mr.  LE.4.CH  said  ho  desired  it  to  be  discussed  in  open  ses- 
■ion. 

Mr.  Conrad  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  A  rule  was  adopted 
at  the  la^t  session,  wliich  is  still  force,  requiring  that  all 
Buch  resolutions  be  received  and  discussed  in  secret  session. 

The  Speaker  said  that  such  a  rule  had  been  adopted,  but 
)t  had  special  reference  to  tlio  last  session. 

Mr.  Leach  insisted  that  the  importance  of  the  question 
involved  in  the  resolutions  should  commend  them  to  the 
gravest  considerations  of  the  body.  Tliey  were  not  his  views 
only,  but  tlie  views  of  his  constituents,  and  a  good  portion 
of  the  people  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  A.  II.Gariand,  of  Arkansas,  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  not  proceed  until  the  Chair  had  settled  the  point  of 
order  that  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  Fo;  te  renewed  his  motion  to  refer  the  resolutions  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  lMcMui.i.EN  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  upon  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  a  point  of/)rder.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Leach]  had  the  floor, 
and  he  h.id  not  yielded  it.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Jlr.  McMullenl  w.as  usurping  the  floor. 

Mr.  FooTE  didn't  want  to  cut  off  any  remarks  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  might  have  to  make  in  support 
of  his  resolutions. 

Mr.  Leach  said  the  presentment  of  the  resolutions  was 
a  duty  ho  owed  to  himself  and  his  constituents.  If  the 
House  didn't  like  the  resolutions,  it  can  dispose  of  them  in 
any  manner  that  it  sees  proper.  All  he  asked  was  a  full 
and  imp.artial  hearing;  that  accorded  him  and  his  resolu- 
tions, he  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  BIcMuLLF.N  withdrew  his  motion,  and  Mr.  IIeiskell, 
of  Tennessee,  renewed  his — the  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
apon  laying  the  resolutions  upon  the  table. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  taken  and  the  resolutions  tabled. 

After  a  short  interval,  Mr.  Conkad,  of  Loni-iana,  rose  to 
a  personal  explanation.    lie  had  read  over  the  peace  reso- 


lutions submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Leach.]  and  he  found  that  they  look  to  separate  State 
action  in  the  prosecution  of  peace.  Taking  that  view  of 
them,  he  could  not  give  them  liis  coimtenance  or  support, 
lie  asked  leave  to  change  liia  vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  them 
upon  the  table.  lie  had  voted  "  aye ;"  he  would  now  vote 
"no." 

Mr.  J.  T.  Leach  said  he  held  in  his  hand  the  address  of 
the  last  Congress  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  Statea. 
The  principles  there  enunciated  were  embodied  almost 
whollj'  in  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  SWAX,  of  Tennessee,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
change  his  vole  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Read,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolutions  were  disposed  of,  BO  that  all  the  mem- 
bers might  exercise  their  discretion  in  voting. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  was  for  treating  the  resolT> 
tions  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  with  becoming 
respect.  They  did  not  represent  his  own  views  more  than 
the  views  of  his  congressional  district.  lie  thinks  they  are 
proper  and  right,  and  so  think  his  constituents. 

The  debate  soon  began  to  be  somewhat  stormy  and  per^ 
sonal,  and,  after  much  wrangling,  the  resolutions  were 
tabled  by  62  ayes  to  22  nays. 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  JEFF.  DAVIS  AND  GOV. 
VANCE,   OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
[From  the  Petersburg  Express,  May  24.] 
State  op  Noeiu  Cakolina,  Executive  Dep.vrtmettt, 
Raleigh,  December  30, 18G3. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the 
sources  of  discontent  in  North  Carolina,  I  have  concluded 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  remove  it,  except  by  making 
some  effort  at  negotiation  with  the  enemy. 

The  recent  action  of  the  Federal  House  of  Representatives, 
though  meaning  very  little,  has  greatly  excited  tlio  public 
hope  that  the  northern  mind  is  looking  toward  peace.  I 
am  promised  by  all  men  who  advocate  this  course  that  if 
fair  terms  are  rtyected  it  will  tend  greatly  to  strengthen 
and  intensify  the  war  feeling,  and  will  rally  all  classes  to  a 
more  cordial  support  of  Wie  Government. 

And  although  our  position  is  well  known  as  demanding 
only  to  be  let  alone,  yet  it  seems  to  me  that  for  the  sake  of 
humanity,  without  having  any  weak  or  improper  motives 
attributed  to  us,  we  might,  with  proprietj',  constantly  tender 
negotiations.  In  doing  so  we  would  keep  conspicuously  be- 
fore the  world  a  disclaimer  of  our  responsibility  for  the 
great  slaughter  of  our  race,  and  convince  the  humblest  of 
our  citizens — who  sometimes  forget  the  actual  situation — 
that  the  Government  is  tender  of  their  lives  and  happiness, 
and  would  not  i)rolong  their  sufferings  unnecessarily  one 
moment. 

Though  statesmen  might  regard  this  as  useless,  the  peo 
pie  will  not,  and  I  think  our  cause  will  be  strengthened 
thereby.  I  liave  not  suggested  the  method  of  these  nego- 
tiations or  tbeir  terms.  I'ho  effort  to  obtain  peace  is  the 
principal  matter. 

Allow  me  to  beg  your  earnest  consideration  of  this  sug- 
gestion. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  Z.  B.  VANCK 

Davis's  reply. 

EXECUTTVE  OFFICS, 

RiCHMO.VD,  Jarmary  8, 1864. 

De.^r  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult, 
containing  suggestions  of  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  "  the  sources  of  discontent"  in  North 
Carolina.  The  contents  of  the  letter  aie  substantially  the 
Siime  as  tho.se  of  the  letter  addressed  by  you  to  Senator 
Dortch,  extracts  of  which  were  by  him  read  to  me. 

I  remarked  to  Mr.  Dortch  that  you  were  probably  no* 
aware  of  the  obstacles  to  the  course  you  indicated,  and, 
without  expres.^ing  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  pro 
posed  policy,  desired  him  in  an.swering  your  letter  to  write 
for  suggestions  as  to  the  method  of  opening  negotiations, 
and  as  to  the  terms  which  you  thought  should  be  offered  U> 
the  enemy. 

I  felt  persuaded  you  would  appreciate  the  difficulties  aa 
soon  as  your  attention  was  called  to  the  necessity  of  con- 
sidering the  subject  in  detail.  As  you  have  made  no  sn^ 
gestious  touching  the  manner  of  overcoming  the  obstacles, 
I  infer  that  you  were  not  apprised  by  Mr.  Dortch  of  my  re- 
marks to  him. 

Apart  from  insuperable  objections  to  the  line  of  policy 
yon  propose  (and  to  which  I  will  presently  advert)  I  cannot 
see  how  the  more  materi.al  obstacles  are  to  be  surmounted. 
Wo  have  made  thr.'e  distinct  efforts  to  communicate  with 
the  authorities  at  Washington,  and  havo  been  invariably 
unsuccessful.  Commissioners  were  sent  before  hostilitiea 
were  begun,  and  the  W;u<hington  Government  refused  I' 
receive  them  or  hear  what  they  had  to  say. 
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A  second  time  I  sent  a  military  officer,  with  a  commnni- 
^tion  addressed  by  myself  to  President  Lincoln.  The 
lettei-  was  received  by  Gonernl  Scott,  who  diil  not  permit 
the  ofiBcer  to  see  Mr.  Lincoln  ;  but  promised  that  an  answer 
would  be  sent.  No  answer  has  ever  been  received.  The 
third  time,  a  few  months  ago,  a  gentleman  was  sent,  whose 
position,  character,  and  reputation  were  such  as  to  insure 
his  reception,  if  the  enemy  were  not  deterrtined  to  receive 
no  proposals  whatever  from  the  Government.  Vice  Presi- 
dent Stephens  made  a  patriotic  tender  of  his  services  in  the 
hope  of  being  able  to  promote  the  cause  of  humanity,  and 
although  littio  belief  was  entertained  of  his  success,  I 
dieci-fuUy  yielded  to  his  suggestion,  that  the  experiment 
should  be  tried. 

The  enemy  refused  to  let  him  pass  through  their  lines, 
or  to  hold  any  conference  with  them.  He  was  stopped  be- 
fore he  ever  reached  Fortress  Monroe  on  his  way  to  Wash- 
ington.* To  attempt  again  in  tho  face  of  these  repeated 
rejections  of  all  conference  with  us,  to  send  commissioners 
or  agents  to  propose  peace,  is  to  invite  insult  and  contumely, 
and  to  subject  ourselves  to  indignity  without  the  slightest 
chance  of  being  listened  to. 

No  true  citizen,  no  man  who  has  otrr  cause  at  heart,  can 
desire  this ;  and  the  good  people  of  North  Carolina  would 
be  the  last  to  approve  of  such  an  attempt,  if  aware  of  all 
the  facts.  So  far  from  removing  sources  of  discontent,  such 
a  course  would  receive,  as  it  would  merit,  the  condemnation 
of  those  true  patriots  who  liave  given  their  blood  and  their 
treasure  to  maintain  the  freedom,  equality,  and  independ- 
ence which  descended  to  them  from  the  immortal  heroes  of 
King's  Mountain  and  other  battle-fields  of  the  Revolution. 
If,  then,  these  proposals  cannot  be  made  through  envoys, 
because  the  enemy  would  not  receive  them,  how  is  it  p(5fesi- 
blo  to  communicate  our  desire  for  peace  otherwise  than  by 
the  public  announcements  contained  iu  almost  every  mes- 
sage I  ever  sent  to  Congress  ? 

I  cannot  recall  at  this  time  one  instance  in  which  I  have 
failed  to  announce  that  our  only  desire  was  peace,  and  the 
only  terms  which  formed  a  sine  qua  nrm,  were  precisely 
those  that  you  suggested,  namely  "  a  demand  only  to  be  let 
alone."  But  suppose  it  were  practicaljle  to  obtain  a  confer- 
ence through  commissioners  with  the  Government  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  is  it  at  this  moment  that  we  .are  to  consider 
it  desirable  or  even  at  all  admissible  ? 

Ilave  we  not  just  been  apprised  by  that  despot  that  we 
can  only  expect  his  gracious  pardon  by  emancipating  all 
our  slaves,  swearing  allegiance  and  obedience  to  him  and 
his  proclamation,  and  becoming,  in  point  of  fact,  the  slaves 
of  our  own  negroes?  Can  there  be  in  North  Carolina  one 
citizen  so  fallen  beneath  the  dignity  of  his  ance-stors  as  to 
accept,  or  to  enter  conference  on  the  basis  of  these  terms  ? 

That  there  are  a  few  traitors  in  the  .'^tate  who  would  be 
Willing  to  betray  the.r  fellow-citizens  to  such  a  degraded 
condition,  in  hope  of  being  rewarded  for  treachery  by  an 
escape  from  the  common  doom,  may  be  true  But  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  vilest" wretch  would  accept  such  terms  for 
himself.  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  people  of  your  State, 
than  which  none  has  sent  nobler  or  more  gallant  soldiers 
to  the  field  of  battle,  (one  of  whom  it  is  your  honor  to  be,) 
can  have  been  deceived  by  anything  to  which  you  refer  iu 
"the  recent  action  of  the  Federal  House  of  Representa- 
tives." I  have  seen  no  action  of  that  House  that  does  not 
indicate,  by  a  very  decided  majority,  the  purpose  ff  the 
enemy  to  refuse  aM  terms  of  the  South,  except  absolute,  un- 
conditional subjugation  or  extermiualiou.    But  if  it  were 

♦This  is  the  correspondence : 

CONFEDEEATE   STATES   STEAMER  TORPEDO, 

In  James  River,  July  4,  1863. 
Sir  :  As  military  commissioner,  I  am  the  bearer  of  a  com- 
munication in  writing  from  Jefferson  Davis,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  Confederate 
States,  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States.  The  Hon. 
Roliert  Ould,  Confederate  States  agent  of  exchange,  ac- 
companies me  as  secretary,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering 
the  communication  in  person  and  conferring  upon  the  sub- 
ject to  which  it  relates.  I  desire  to  proceed  to  Washington 
in  the  steamer  Torpedo,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Hunter 
Davidson,  of  the  Confederate  States  Navy,  no  person  being 
on  board  but  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ould,  myself,  and  the  boat's  otfi- 
oani  and  crew. 

Yours,  most  respectfullv, 

ALEX.  n.  STEPHENS. 
To  S.  H.  Lee,  Admiral. 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  VL.  Lee,  Hamptnii  Roads: 

The  rcnuest  of  Alex.  H.  Stephens  is  inadmissible.  Tho 
customary  agents  and  channels  are  adequate  for  all  needful 
military  communications  and  conference  between  the 
United  States  forces  and  the  insurgents. 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

.Sec.  of  th  t  Navy. 


otherwise,  how  are  we  to  treat  with  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives? 

It  is  with  Linco.'u  alone  that  we  ever  could  confer,  and 
bis  own  partisans  at  the  North  avow  unequivocally  that  his 
inirpose  in  his  mess  ige  and  proclamation  was  to  shutout 
all  hope  that  he  could  ever  treat  with  us  on  any  terms  If 
we  will  break  up  our  Government,  dissolve  the  Confedera 
cy,  disband  our  armies,  emnncipate  our  slaves,  take  an  oath 
of  allegiance  binding  ourselves  to  obedience  to  him  and  of 
disloyalty  to  our  own  States,  he  proposes  to  pardon  us  and 
not  to  plunder  us  of  anything  more  than  the  property  al- 
ready stolen  from  us,  and  such  slaves  as  still  remain.  la 
order  to  render  his  proposals  so  insulting  as  to  secure  their 
rejection,  ho  joins  to  them  a  promise  to  support  with  his 
arn3y  one-tenth  of  tlie  people  of  any  St.ate  who  will  attempt 
to  set  up  a  government  over  the  other  nine-tenths,  thus 
seelang  to  sow  discord  and  suspicion  among  the  people  of 
the  several  States,  and  exc.te  them  to  civil  war  in  further^ 
ance  ol  his  ends. 

I  know  well  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  your  people,  if 
they  possessed  full  knowledge  of  these  facts,  to  consent  that 
projiosals  should  now  be  made  by  us  to  those  who  control 
the  Government  at  Washington.  Your  own  well-known 
devotion  to  the  gi-eat  cause  of  liberty  and  independence,  to 
which  we  have  all  committed  whatever  we  have  of  earthly 
possessions,  would  induce  j'ou  to  take  the  lead  in  repelling 
the  bare  thought  of  abject  submission  to  the  enemy. 

Yet  peace  on  other  terms  is  now  impossible.  To  obtain 
the  sole  terms  to  which  you  or  I  could  listen,  this  struggle 
must  continue  until  the  enemy  is  beaten  out  of  his  vain 
confidence  of  our  subjugation.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
will  it  be  possible  to  treat  for  peace.  Till  then,  all  tender 
of  terms  to  the  enemy  will  be  received  as  proof  that  we  are 
ready  for  subm.ission,  and  will  encourage  him  in  the 
atrocious  warfare  which  he  is  waging. 

I  fear  much  from  the  tenor  of  the  news  I  receive  from 
North  Carolina,  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  by  some  bad 
men  to  inaugurate  movements  which  must  bo  considered 
as  equivalent  to  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  and  which 
all  patriots  should  combine  to  put  down  at  any  cost. 

You  may  count  on  mj'  aid  in  every  effort  to  spare  yotur 
State  the  scenes  of  civil  warfare,  which  will  devastate  its 
homes  if  the  designs  of  these  traitors  be  suffered  to  make 
headway.  I  know  that  you  will  place  j-ourself  in  your  le- 
gitimate position  in  the  lead  of  those  who  will  not  suffer 
the  name  of  tho  Old  North  State  to  bo  blackened  by  such  a 
stain. 

Will  you  pardon  me  for  suggesting  that  my  only  source 
of  disquietude  on  the  subject  arises  from  tho  fear  that  you 
will  delay  too  long  the  action  which  now  appears  inevitable, 
and  that  by  an  overearnest  desire  to  reclaim  by  conciliation 
men  whom  you  believe  to  be  sound  at  heart,  but  whose  loy- 
ally is  more  than  suspected  elsewhere,  you  will  permit  them 
to  gather  such  strength  as  to  require  more  violent  measures 
than  are  now  needed  ? 

With  your  influence  and  position,  the  promoters  of  the 
unfounded  discontent  now  prevalent  in  your  State  would 
be  put  down  without  the  use  of  physical  force  if  you  would 
abandon  a  policy  of  conciliation  and  set  them  at  defiance. 
In  this  course,  frankly  and  firmly  pursued,  you  could  rally 
around  you  all  that  is  best  and  noblest  in  your  State,  and 
your  triumph  would  be  bloodless. 

If  the  contrary  policy  be  adopted,  I  much  fear  you  will 
be  driven  to  the  use  of  f  )rce  to  repress  treason.  In  either 
event,  however,  be  assured  that  you  will  have  my  cordial 
concurrence  and  assistance  in  maintaining  with  you  the 
honor,  dignity,  and  fair  fame  of  your  State,  and  in  your 
efforts  to  crush  treason,  whether  incipient,  as  I  believe  it 
now  to  be,  or  more  matured,  as  I  believe,  if  not  firmly  met, 
it  will  in  our  future  inevitably  become. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
Hia  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina.  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

THE  LATEST  FROM  JEFF.  DAVIS. 

James  R.  Gilmore — otherwise  known  as  "Ed- 
mund Kirke" — who  recently  visited  Richmond 
with  Col.  Jacques,  writes  an  explanatory  note 
respecting  his  visit  to  the  Boston  Transcript  at 
July  22,  1864,  in  which  he  says  of  their  "mis- 
sion" : 

It  will  result  in  nothing.  Jefferson  Davis  said  to  me  last 
Sunday,  (and  with  all  his  faults  I  believe  him  to  be  a  man 
of  truth):  "This  war  must  go  on  till  the  last  of  this  gen- 
eration falls  in  his  tracks,  and  his  children  seize  his  musket 
and  fight  our  battle,  unless  j'ou  acknowledge  our  right  to 
self-government.  We  are  not  fighting  for  slavery ;  we  are 
fighting  for  independence,  and  that  or  extermination  we 
wiU  have." 
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Maryland. 

EXTRACT  FROM  AN  ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY  OP   1860. 

No  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  olBcer,  having 
command  of  any  soldier  or  soldiers  quartered  or  posted  in 
any  district  of  any  county  in  this  State,  shall  muster  or 
embody  any  of  the  said  troops,  or  march  any  recruiting 
party  within  the  view  of  any  place  of  election ,  during  the 
time  of  holding  said  eli?ction,  under  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  dollars.  This  section  not  to  apply  to  the  city  of 
Baltimore. 

ELECTION   OP   1861. 

1861,  Oct.  29 — General  Marcy,  Chief  of  Mc- 
Clellan's  Staff,  issued  this  order  : 

Headquarters  Armt  of  the  Potomac, 
WAsmNGTON,  October  29, 18(31. 

General  :  There  is  an  apprehension  among  Union  citi- 
rens  in  many  parts  of  Maryland  of  an  attempt  at  interference 
with  their  rights  of  suffrage  by  disunion  citizens  on  the  oc 
casion  of  the  election  to  take  place  on  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber next. 

In  order  to  prevent  this,  the  major  general  commanding 
directs  that  you  send  detachments  of  a  sufiQcient  number 
of  men  to  the  different  points  in  your  vicinity  where  the 
elections  are  to  be  held  to  protect  the  Union  voters,  and  to 
Bee  thatnodisuniouists  are  allowed  to  intimidate  them,  or 
in  any  way  to  interfere  with  their  rights 

He  also  desires  you  to  arrest  and  hold  in  confinement 
till  after  the  election  all  disunio'aists  who  are  known  to  have 
returned  from  Virginia  recently  and  who  show  themselves 
at  the  polls,  and  to  guard  effectually  against  any  invasion 
of  the  peace  and  order  of  the  election.  For  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  those  instructions  you  are  authorized  to  sus- 
pend the  habeas  corpus.  General  Stone  has  received  simi- 
lar instructions  to  these.  You  will  please  confer  with  him 
as  to  the  particular  points  that  each  shall  take  the  control 
of. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
B,  B.  MARCY, 
Chief  of  Staff. 
M^or  General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Division,  Muddy  Branch,  Md. 

Nov.  1 — Gen.  John  A.  Dix  issued  this  order  : 
Headquarters,  Ealttmore,  November  1, 1861. 
Jb  the  United  Staies  Marshal  of  Maryland,  and  the  Provost 
Marshal  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 
Information  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  certain  indi- 
viduals who  formerly  resided  in  this  State,  and  who  are 
known  to  have  been  recently  in  Virginia  bearing  arms 
against  the  authority  and  the  forces  of  the  United  States, 
have  returned  to  their  former  homes  with  the  intention  of 
taking  part  in  the  election  of  the  6th  of  November  instant, 
thus  carrying  out  at  the  polls  the  treason  they  have  com- 
mitted in  the  field.  There  is  reason  also  to  believe  that  other 
Individuals  lately  residents  in  Maryland,  who  have  been 
engaged  in  similar  acts  of  hostility  to  the  United  States,  or 
in  actively  aiding  and  abetting  those  in  arms  against  the 
United  States,  are  about  to  participate  in  the  election  for 
the  same  treacherous  purpose,  with  the  hope  of  carrying 
over  the  State  by  disloyal  votes  to  the  cause  of  rebellion 
and  treason.  I,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested 
In  me  to  arrest  all  persons  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
Btates,  require  you  to  take  into  custody  all  such  persons  in 
any  of  the  election  districts  or  precincts  in  which  they  may 
appear  at  the  polls  to  effect  their  crimiual  attempt  to  con- 


vert the  elective  franchise  into  an  engine  for  the  subver- 
sion of  the  Government,  and  for  the  encouragement  and 
support  of  its  enemies. 

In  furtherance  of  this  object,  I  request  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion of  the  several  precincts  of  the  State,  in  case  any  such 
person  shall  present  himself  and  offer  his  vote,  to  commit 
him  until  he  can  be  taken  into  custody  by  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  I  call  on  all  good  and  loyal  citizens 
to  support  the  judges  of  eUction,  the  United  States  marshal, 
and  his  deputies,  and  the  provost  marshal  of  Baltimore  and 
police,  in  their  efforts  to  secure  a  free  and  fair  expression 
of  the  voice  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  prevent  the  ballot-box  from  being  polluted  by 
treasonable  votes. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Same  day,  he  addressed  this  letter  to  the  in- 
spectors of  the  election  at  New  Windsor,  Carroll 
county : 

Headquarters  Department  of  Pennstlvania, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  November  1, 18G1. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ul- 
timo, asking  me  to  issue  a  proclamation  authorizing  you  to 
administer  to  all  persons  of  doubtful  loyalty,  who  offer 
their  votes  at  the  approaching  election,  an  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  I  had  the  power 
I  would  most  cheerfully  do  so,  for  no  one  who  is  false  to 
the  Government  ought  to  be  allowed  to  vote.  But  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  Maryland  provide  for  the  exercise  of 
the  elective  franchise  by  regulations  with  which  I  have  no 
right  to  interfere.  I  liave  this  day  issued  .an  order,  of  which 
I  enclose  a  copy,  to  the  United  States  marshal  and  the  pro- 
vost marshal  of  Baltimore  to  arrest  any  persons  who  have 
been  in  arms  in  Virginia  if  they  appear  at  the  polls  and  at- 
tempt to  vote,  as  we  are  told  some  such  persons  intend,  and 
to  take  into  custody  all  who  aid  and  abet  them  in  their 
tre.Tsonable  designs;  and  I  have  requested  the  judges  of 
election,  in  case  any  such  person  presents  himself  at  the 
polls  and  attempts  to  vote,  to  commit  him  until  he  can  be 
taken  into  custody  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

I  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  election 
should  be  a  fair  one,  and  that  there  should  be  no  obstruc- 
tion to  the  free  and  full  expression  of  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  will  he  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  Union.  But  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  judges 
of  election,  under  the  authority  given  them,  to  satisfy  them- 
selves as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  voters,  to  put  to  those 
who  offer  to  poll  such  searching  questions  in  regard  to  res- 
idence and  citizenship  as  to  detect  traitors,  and,  without 
any  violation  of  the  constitution  or  laws  of  Maryland,  to 
prevent  the  pollution  of  the  ballot-boxes  by  theu-  votes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  j'ours,  JOHN  A  DIX. 

Major  General  Owimanding. 
Daniel  Exgel  and  William  Eckee,  Inspectors  of  Election, 

New  Windsor.  t 

MAJOR  GENERAL  DIX'S  ORDEK  TO  PROVOST  MAR- 
SHAL DODGE  BEFORE  THE  MARYLAND  ELECTION 
OF  1861.* 

Baltimore,  Nwember  5, 1861. 
To  Provost  Marshal  Dodge  : 

Use  all  your  power  to-morrow  to  have  the  polls  nnob- 
etructed.    Wo  have  shown  that  wo  can  control  Maryland 


*  The  above.  General  Dix  says,  is  in  all  essential  particn- 
hors  accurate,  «nd  is  given  by  him  from  memory.  Tht 
original  of  the  order  has  been  mislaid. 
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by  force.  We  now  wish  to  show  that  we  can  control  it  by 
the  power  of  opinion,  iind  we  sliall  lose  the  whole  moral  in- 
fluence of  our  victory  if  tlie  riglit  of  sutt'rage  is  not  free,  auJ 
maintained. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

FDRLOUGHING   OF     SOLDIERS    T)   VOTE    IN    MARY- 
LAND. 

6ECEETARY  OP  WAR  TO  GEN.  M'CLELLAN. 
AVAR  Depaktment, 
Washington,  October  28, 1841. 
Major  Gen.  McCiellan,  Commanditig : 

Sir:  In  order  to  have  a  full  vote  in  Maryland  at  the  com- 
ing election,  Wednesday,  November  6,  so  that  the  legal 
voters  may  decide  by  their  ballots  all  public  questions,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  grant  throe  days'  furlough  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  regiments  of  Maryland 
Tolunteers,  all  to  return  to  duty  on  Thursday,  Nov.  7. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

GEN.  M'CLEUAN'S  order  TO  GEN.  BANKS. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Wasuington,  October  29, 1861. 
Major  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  Commnnding,  d-c: 

General  :  Pursuant  to  directions  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  of  the  2Sth  inst.,  of  which  I  inclose  you  a  copy,  the 
Major  General  commanding  directs  that  such  soldiers 
of  the  Ist,  2d,  and  3d  regiments  of  Maryland  volunteers  as 
may  be  within  the  limits  of  your  command  receive  fur- 
loughs for  such  a  length  of  time  as  will  enable  them  to 
reach  the  place  wherein  they  may  be  entitled  to  vote  by  the 
6th  of  November.  Wherever  it  may  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  presence  of  these  men  at  their  places  of 
voting,  to  furnish  them  transportation,  it  may  be  furnished. 
It  is  desired  that  the  most  liberal  and  prompt  circulation 
may  be  given  to  these  instructions,  in  order  to  secure  with 
certainty  the  carrjing  into  effect  the  design  proposed. 

Sufficient  time  is  to  be  allowed  the  soldiers  thus  fur- 
loughed  to  enable  them  to  return  after  voting,  without  ex- 
ceeding the  term  fixed  for  their  fui'lough ;  but  a  prompt 
retm-n  is  desired. 

Whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  the  absent  soldier  should 
be  replaced  for  the  time  by  other  troops. 

The  General  Commanding  desires  that  the  receipt  of  this 
communication  be  acknowledged  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Asst.  Adj.  Gen. 

ELECTION  OF  1863. 
1863,  October  27 — General  Schenck  issued 
this  order : 

[General  Orders  No.  53.] 

Headquarters,  Middle  Department, 
Eighth  Armt  Corps, 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  October  27, 1863. 
It  is  known  that  there  are  many  evil  disjjosed  persons, 
now  at  large  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  have  been  en- 
gaged in  rebellion  agiunst  the  lawful  Government,  or  have 
given  aid  and  comfort  or  encouragement  to  others  so  en- 
gaged, or  who  do  not  recognize  their  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  and  who  may  av;iil  themselves  of  the  indulg- 
ence of  the  authority  which  tolerates  their  presence  to  em- 
barrass the  approaching  election,  or,  tlirough  it,  to  foist 
enemies  of  the  United  States  into  power.    It  is  therefore 
ordered, 

1.  Tliat  all  provost  marshals  and  other  military  officers 
do  arrest  all  such  persons  found  at,  or  hanging  about,  or 
approaching  any  poll  or  place  of  election  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1S63,  and  report  such  arrest  to  these  headquarters. 

2.  That  all  provost  marshals  and  other  military  officers 
commanding  in  Maryland  shall  support  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion on  the  4th  of  November,  1863,  in  requiring  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Umted  States,  as  the  test  of  citizenship  of 
any  one  whose  vote  may  be  challenged  on  the  ground  that 
he  is  not  loyal,  or  does  not  admit  his  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  which  oath  shall  be  in  the  following  form 
and  terms :  • 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect,  and  de- 
fend the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  Sbites 
a{;ainst  all  enemies,  whether  domestic  or  foreign ;  that  I 
hereby  pledge  my  allegiance,  faith,  and  loyalty  to  the  same, 
any  ordinance,  resolution,  or  law  of  any  State  convention, 
or  State  Legislature,  to  the  contrarj'  notwithstanfling ;  that 
I  will  at  all  times  jicld  a  hearty  and  willing  obedience  to 
the  said  Constitution  and  Government,  and  will  not,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  do  any  act  in  hostility  to  tha  same. 


either  by  taking  up  arms  against  them,  oi  aiding,  abetting, 
or  countenancing  those  in  arms  against  them ;  that,  with- 
out permission  from  the  lawful  authority,  I  will  have  no 
communication,  direct  or  indirect,  with  the  States  in  insur- 
rection against  the  United  States,  or  with  either  of  them, 
or  with  any  person  or  persons  within  said  insurrectionary 
States;  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  deport  myself  as  a  good 
and  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States.  This  I  do  in  good 
faith,  with  full  determination,  pledge,  and  purpose  to  keep 
this,  my  sworn  obligation,  and  without  any  mental  reserva- 
tion or  evasion  whatsoever. 

3.  Provost  marshals  and  other  military  officers  are  di- 
rected to  report  to  these  headquarters  any  judge  of  an  elec- 
tion who  shall  refuse  his  aid  in  carrying  out  this  order,  or 
who,  on  challenge  of  a  vote  being  made  on  the  ground  ol 
disloyalty  or  hostility  to  the  Government,  shall  refuse  to 
require  the  oath  of  allegiance  from  such  voter. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Schenck: 

W.  H.  CHESEBROUGH, 
Lieutenant  Colcmel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  GetierdU 

PROVOST  MARSHAL  GENERAL's  ORDER. 

War  Department, 
Provost  Marshal  General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C„  October  31, 1863. 
Direct  your  provost  marshals  to  give  their  aid  in  carry- 
ing out  General  Schenck's  orders  for  preserving  the  purity 
of  elections  at  the  polls  in  Maryland. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Provost  Marshal  General. 
Major  Jeffries,  Acting  Assistant  Provost  Marshal  General, 
Baltimore,  Maryland, 

November  2 — Governor  Bradford  issued  this 
proclamation  : 

To  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  more  especially  the  judges  of 
election  : 

A  military  order,  issued  from  the  headquarters  of  tho 
"Middle  Department,"  bearing  date  the  27th  ult.,  printed 
and  circulated,  as  it  is  said,  through  the  State,  though  never 
yet  published  here,  and  designed  to  operate  on  the  ap- 
proaclung  election,  has  just  been  brought  to  my  attention, 
and  is  of  such  a  character  and  issued  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  demand  notice  at  my  hands. 

This  order  reciting,  "  that  there  are  many  e\il  disposed 
persons  now  at  large  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  have 
been  engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  lawful  Government, 
or  have  given  aid  and  comfort,  or  encoirragement  to  others 
60  engaged,  or  who  do  not  recognize  their  allegiance  to  tho 
United  States,  and  who  may  avail  themselves  of  the  indul- 
gence of  the  authority  which  tolerates  their  presence,  to 
embarrass  the  approaching  election,  or  through  it  to  foist 
enemies  of  the  United  States  into  power,"  proceeds,  among 
other  things,  to  direct  "all  provost  marshals  and  other  mil- 
itary officers,  to  arrest  all  such  persons  found  at  or  hanging 
about,  or  approaching  any  poll  or  place  of  election,  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1863,  and  report  such  arrest  to  these 
headquarters." 

This  extraordinary  notice  has  not  only  been  issued  with- 
out any  notice  to,  or  consultation  with  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  State,  but  at  a  time  and  under  circumstancea 
when  the  condition  of  the  State,  an4  the  character  of  the 
candidates  are  such  as  to  preclude  the  idea  that  the  result  of 
that  election  can  in  any  way  endanger  either  the  safety  of 
the  Government,  or  the  peace  of  the  community. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that,  with  perhaps  one  single  ex- 
ception, there  is  not  a  congressional  cantUdate  in  the  State 
wiiose  loyalty  is  even  of  a  questionable  character,  and  ia 
not  a  county  of  the  State  outside  of  the  same  congressional 
district  is  there,  I  believe,  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  or 
any  State  office,  whose  loyalty  is  not  equally  undoubted. 
In  tho  face  of  this  well  known  condition  of  tilings,  the 
several  classes  of  persons  above  enumerated  are  not  only 
to  be  aiTcsted  at  but  "  approaching  any  poll  or  place  of 
election."  And  who  is  to  judge  whether  voters  thus  on  their 
way  to  the  place  of  voting  have  given  "  aid,  comfort,  or  en- 
couragement" to  persons  engaged  in  tho  rebellion,  or  that 
they  "do  not  recognize  their  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,"  and  may  avail  themselves  of  their  presence  at  the 
polls  "  to  foist  enemies  of  the  United  States  into  power?" 
As  I  have  already  said,  in  a;  very  large  majority  of  the 
counties  of  the  State  there  are  not  to  be  found  among  the 
candidates  any  such  "  enemies  of  the  United  States,"  but 
the  provost  marshals — created  for  a  very  different  purpose — 
and  tho  other  military  officials  who  are  thus  ordered  to 
arrest  approaching  voters  are  necessarily  made  by  the  order 
the  sole  and  exclusive  judges  of  who  fall  within  the  pro- 
scribed category;  an  extent  of  arbitrary  discretion,  under 
any  circumstances  tho  most  odious  and  more  especially 
offensive  and  dangerous  in  view  of  the  known  fact  that  two 
at  least  of  the  five  provost  marshals  of  the  State  are  them- 
selves candidates  for  important  offices,  and  sundry  of  their 
deputies  for  others. 
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Tbis  military  order,  therefore,  is  not  only  without  justifi- 
cation wheu  looking  to  tlie  character  of  tha  candidates  be- 
fore the  people,  and  rendered  still  more  obnoxious  by  the 
means  appointed  for  its  pxecution,  but  is  equally  offensive 
to  tha  sensibilities  of  the  peoplo  themselves  and  the  au- 
thorities of  the  State,  looking  to  the  repeated  proofs  they 
haTe  furnished  of  an  unalterable  devotion  to  the  Govern- 
ment. For  more  than  two  yours  past  there  has  never  been 
a  time  when,  if  every  traitor  and  every  treasonable  sympa- 
thizer in  the  State  had  voted,  they  could  have  controlled, 
whoever  miijht  have  been  their  candidates,  a  single  depart- 
ment of  theState  or  jeopardized  the  success  of  the  General 
Government.  No  State  in  the  Union  heis  been  or  is  now 
actuated  by  more  heartfelt  or  unwavering  loyalty  than 
Maryland — a  loyalty  intensified  and  puriiied  by  the  ordeal 
tlirongh  which  it  has  passed;  and  yet  looking  to  what  has 
liitAy  transiured  elsewhere  and  to  the  terms  and  character 
of  this  military  order,  one  would  think  that  in  Maryland 
and  nowhere  else  is  the  Government  endangered  by  the 
"many  evil  disposed  persons  that  are  now  at  large." 

Witliin  less  than  a  month  the  most  important  elections 
have  taken  place  in  two  of  the  largest  States  in  the  Union ; 
in  each  of  them  candidates  were  before  the  people,  charged 
by  the  particular  friends  of  the  Government,  with  being 
hostile  to  its  interests,  and  whose  election  was  deprecated 
BB  fraught  with  the  most  dangerous  consequences  to  its  suc- 
cess. One  of  the  most  prominent  of  these  candidates  was 
considered  so  dangerously  inimical  to  the  triumph  of  the 
national  cause,  that  he  has  been  for  months  past  banished 
from  the  country,  and  yet  hundreds  of  thousands  of  voters 
were  allowed  to  approach  the  polls,  and  to  attempt  "to 
foist "  such  men  into  power,  and  no  provost  marshals  or 
other  military  officers  were  order  to  arrest  them  on  the 
way,  or,  so  far  as  we  have  ever  heard,  even  test  their  allegi- 
ance by  an  oath. 

With  these  facts  before  us,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
the  suggestion  that  the  enemiesof  the  United  States  may  be 
foisted  into  power  at  our  coming  election,  was  the  consid- 
eration that  prompted  this  order  ;  but  whatever  may  have 
been  that  motive,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  solemnly  pro- 
test against  such  an  intervention  with  the  privileu'es  of  the 
balliit-box,  Rud  so  offensive  a  discrimination  against  the 
rights  of  a  loyal  State. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  call  to  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  judges  of  election  the  fact  that  they  are  on 
the  day  of  election  clithed  with  all  the  authority  of  conser- 
vators of  the  peace,  and  may  summon  to  their  aid  any  of 
the  executive  officers  of  the  county,  and  the  whole  power 
of  the  county  itself  to  preserve  order  at  the  polls  and  secure 
the  constitutional  rights  to  voters. 

It  is  also  made  their  "special  duty"  to  give  information 
to  the  State's  attorney  for  the  county  of  all  infractions  of 
the  State  laws  on  the  subject  of  elections,  and  by  these 
laws  it  is  forbidden  to  any  "  commissioned  or  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  having  command  of  any  soldier  or  soldiers 
quartered  or  posted  in  any  district  of  any  county  of  the 
State,  to  muster  or  embody  any  of  said  troops,  or  march  any 
reoiTiiting  party  within  the  view  of  any  place  of  election 
during  the  time  of  holding  siid  election." 

I  need  not,  I  am  sure,  remind  them  of  the  terms  of  the 
oath  they  are  required  to  take  before  entering  upon  their 
duties,  and  according  to  which  they  swear  "to  permit  all  per- 
sons to  vote  who  shall  offer  to  poll  at  the  election,  &c.,  who 
in  their  judfinient,  shall,  according  to  the  directions  contained 
in  the  Constitution  and  laws,  be  entitled  to  poll  at  the  same 
election,  and  not  permit  any  person  to  poll  at  the  same 
election  who  is  not  in  their  judgment  qualified  to  vote  as 
aforesaid." 

It  is  the  judgment  of  the  judges  of  election  alone,  founded 
npon  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
State,  that  must  determine  the  right  to  vote  of  any  person 
offering  himself  for  that  purpose.  I  trust  and  believe  that 
they  will  form  that  judgment,  and  discharge  their  duty,  as 
their  conscientious  convictions  of  its  requirements,  under 
the  solemn  obligations  they  assume  shall  dictate,  undeter- 
red by  an  order  to  provost  marshals  to  report  them  to 
"  headquarters." 

Wliatever  power  the  State  possesses  shall  be  exerted  to 
protect  them  for  anything  done  in  the  proper  execution  of 
Its  laws. 

Since  virriting  the  aliove,  I  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  Presi- 
dent's letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Union  State  Central 
Committee,  bearing  the  same  date  with  the  order,  and  evi- 
dently showing  that  the  order  was  unknown  to  him,  that  it 
would  not  have  been  approved  by  him  if  lie  had  known  it, 
•nd  that  it  is  therefore  all  the  more  reprehensible. 

A.  W.  BRADFORD. 
By  the  Governor: 

Wm.  B.  Iliu.,  Secretari/ of  State. 

After  the  above  was  in  print,  at  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noon, I  received  from  the  President  the  following  dispatch: 

"I  revoke  the  first  of  the  three  propositions  in  General 
Bcheuck's  Qeuoral  Order  Mo.  53,  not  that  it  ia  wrong  in 


principle,  but  because  the  military,  being  of  necessity  ex- 
clusive judges  as  to  who  shall  be  aiTested,  the  provision  ia 
liable  to  abuse ;  for  the  revoked  part  I  substitute  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"That  all  provost  marshals  and  other  military  officers  do 
prevent  all  disturbance  and  violence  at  or  about  the  polls, 
whether  offered  by  such  persons  as  above  described,  or  by 
any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever;  the  other  two 
propositions  I  allow  to  stand ;  my  letter  at  length  will  reach 
you  to-night.  "  A.  LINCOLN." 

Whilst  this  modification  revokes  the  authority  of  the 
provost  marshalsand  military  officers  to  arrest  the  classes  of 
persons  enumerated  in  the  preamble  to  the  order,  "  foand 
at  or  hanging  about,  or  approaching  any  poll  or  place  of 
election,"  it  directs  them  to  prevent  all  violence  or  disturb- 
ance about  the  polls,  &c. 

To  meet  such  disturbances,  the  judges  of  election,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  are  clothed  with  ample  powers,  and  I 
had  received  no  previous  intimation  that  there  was  any 
reason  to  apprehend  a  distm'bauce  of  any  kind  at  the  polla 
on  the  day  of  election.  In  the  absence  of  any  military  dis- 
play, there  would  certainly  seem  to  be  as  little  cause  for 
such  apprehensions  as  ever  before  existed.  A  preparation 
by  the  Government,  by  military  means,  to  provide  for  such 
a  contingency,  will  be  quite  as  likely  to  provoke  as  to  sub- 
duo  such  a  cUsposition.  Not  only  so,  but  the  military  thus 
required  to  prevent  violence  or  lUsturbanco  about  the  polls 
must  necessarily  be  empowered  to  arrest  the  parties  they 
may  charge  with  such  disorder,  and  they  are  still  left  in 
effect  "exclusive  judges  as  to  who  shall  bo  arrested" — a 
power  they  may  as  readily  abuse  as  any  other. 

I  regret,  therefore,  that  I  can  perceive  no  such  change  in 
tho  general  principles  of  the  order  as  to  induce  me  to  change 
the  aforegoing  proclamation.  A.  W.  BRADFORD. 

Baltimore,  Monday  evening,  Nov.  2, 1863. 
Nov.  2 — The  President  wrote  this  letter  to 
Governor  Bradford  : 

WaK  DEP.4KTMENT 

Washington,  November  2, 1862. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  31st  ultimo  was  received  yesterday 
about  noon,  and  since  then  I  have  been  giving  most  earn- 
est attention  to  the  subject-matter  of  it.  At  my  call 
General  Schenck  has  attended,  and  he  assures  me  it  is  ak 
most  certain  that  violence  will  be  used  at  some  of  the 
voting  places  on  election  da3',  unless  prevented  by  his  pro- 
vost guards.  Tie  says  that  in  some  of  those  places  tha 
Union  voters  will  not  attend  at  all,  or  nin  a  ticket,  unless 
they  have  assm'ance  of  protection.  This  makes  tho  INIissourl 
case  of  my  action,  in  regard  to  which  you  express  your 
approval. 

The  remaining  point  of  your  letter  is  a  protest  against 
any  person  offering  to  vote  being  put  to  any  test  not  found 
in  the  laws  of  Maryland.  This  brings  us  to  a  difference 
between  Missouri  and  Maryland.  With  the  same  reason  in 
both  States,  Missouri  has,  by  law,  provided  a  test  for  the 
voter  with  reference  to  the  present  rebellion,  while  Mary- 
land has  not.  For  example,  General  Trimble,  captured 
fighting  us  at  Gettysburg,  is,  without  recanting  his  treason, 
a  legal  voter  by  the  laws  of  Maryland.  Even  General 
Schenck's  order  admits  him  to  vote,  if  ho  recants  upon  oath. 
I  think  that  is  cheap  enough.  My  order  in  Missouri,  which 
you  approve,  and  General  Schenck's  order  here,  reach  pre- 
cisely the  same  end.  Each  assures  the  right  of  voting  to 
all  loyal  men,  and  whether  that  man  is  loyal,  each  allows 
that  man  to  fix  by  his  own  oath.  Your  suggestion  that 
nearly  all  tho  candidates  are  loyal  I  do  not  think  quite 
meets  the  case.  In  this  struggle  for  tho  nation's  lifej 
I  cannot  so  confidently  rely  on  those  whose  election  may 
have  depended  upon  disloyal  votes.  Such  men,  when 
elected,  may  prove  true,  but  such  votes  are  given  them  in 
expectation  that  they  will  prove  false.  Nor  do  I  think  that 
to  keep  the  peace  at  tho  polls,  and  to  prevent  tho  persist- 
ently disloyal  from  voting,  constitutes  just  cause  of  offence 
to  Maryland.  I  think  she  has  her  own  example  for  it.  If  I 
mistake  not,  it  is  precisely  what  General  Dix  did  when  yonr 
excellency  was  elected  Governor.  I  revoke  tho  first  of  the 
three  propositions  in  GeneTal  Schenck's  General  Order  No. 
53,  not  that  it  is  wrong  in  principle,  but  because  the  mili- 
tary being,  of  necessitj-,  exclusive  judges  as  to  who  shall  be 
arrested,  the  provision  is  liable  to  abuse.  For  tho  revoked 
part  I  substitute  the  following: 

That  all  provost  marshals  and  other  military  officers  do 
prevent  all  disturbance  and  violence  at  or  about  the  polls, 
whether  offered  by  such  persons  as  above  described,  or  by 
any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever. 

The  other  two  propositions  of  the  order  I  allow  to  stand. 
General  Schenck  is  fully  determined,  and  has  my  strict 
order  besides,  that  all  loyal  men  may  vote,  and  vote  for 
whom  they  please. 

Your  obedient  servant,  A.LINCOLN, 

President  of  the  United  State*. 
His  Excellency  A.  W.  Bradford, 

Governor  qf  ilaryland^ 
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GENERAL  SCHENCK'S  MODIFICATION  OF  THE 
ORDER. 
[General  Orders  No.  55.] 

HeADQUAKTERS,  MrODLE  DEPARTSrENT, 

Eighth  Akmt  Corps, 
Baltimore,  Maktland.  Xoi-er,iber  2, 1S63. 
Paragraph  I,  of  Goneral  OrJcrs  No.  53,  from  these  head- 
qiiarter.?,  is  modified  so  as  to  read  as  follo'w.s  : 

I.  That  all  ijrovost  marshals  and  other  military  officers  do 
prevent  all  disturbance  and  violence  at  or  aI)o;it  tlie  polls, 
whethiT  ofifored  by  such  persons  as  above  described,  or  by 
any  other  person,  or  persons,  whomsoever. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Schenck : 

WILLIAM  H.  CHESEBROUGH, 
lAeuUnant  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

November  3 — General  Schenck  issued  this 
address,  in  reply  to  the  proclamation  of  Gov- 
ernor Bradi'ord : 

He.abquarteks  MrDDLE  Department,  8th  Army  Corps, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  Nmcinhfr  3, 1863. 

A  verj-  extraordinarj'  proclamation  was  issued  last  even- 
ing by  his  Excellency  A.  \V'.  Bradford,  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, "in  relation  to  General  Order  No.  53,  from  these  head- 
quarters. I  vnW  not  presume,  with  my  knowledge  of  Gov- 
ernor Bradford,  that  that  proclamation  was  designed  to 
produce  collision  between  the  military  power  and  the  citi- 
zens who  may  be  assembled  at  the  polls  to  vote  at  the 
election  to-morrow ;  but  I  cannciKt  doubt  that  its  obvious 
tendency  is  to  invite  and  suggest  such  disturbance.  When 
that  proclamation  came  to  my  knowledge,  late  last  night, 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  take  measures  for  restricting,  as  far  as 
possible,  its  circulation  in  those  parts  of  the  State  to  be 
most  affected  by  it,  until  there  could  go  out  with  it  the  letter 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject,  written 
yesterday  to  Governor  Bradford,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  now 
obtained. 

I  will  make,  for  myself,  but  one  or  two  comments  on  the 
proclamation. 

The  intimation  of  the  Governor  that  my  order  might  have 
been  prompted  by  some  other  consideration  than  patriotic 
pui-pose  or  official  duty,  is  unworthy  of  reply,  and  unworthy 
of  him.  lie  knows,  and  the  people  of  Maryland  and  of  this 
military  department  know,  how  single  and  earnest  and 
constant  has  been  my  aim  to  avoid  all  side  influences,  and 
to  keep  in  view,  and  act  steadily  upon,  the  idea  of  maintain- 
ing the  just  authority  of  the  national  Government  against 
disloyalty  in  all  its  forms,  and  for  the  general  good  only. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  that  I  issued  the  general  order  in 
question.  Its  principal  purpose  is  to  prevent  traitorous 
persons  from  controling,  in  any  degree,  by  their  votes,  or 
taking  part  in  the  coming  election.  The  order  is  not  aimed 
at  candidates,  either  individually  or  as  a  class,  as  the  Gov- 
ernor would  presume.  Neither  is  it  aimed  at,  nor  can  it  by 
any  proper  interpretation  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  loyal  voters.  It  is  only  framed  and  intended  to 
exclude  from  a  voice  in  the  election  of  those  who  are  to 
administer  the  affairs  either  of  the  national  Government  or 
of  this  loyal  State  such  individuals  as  are  hostile  to  that 
Government  of  which  Maryland  is  a  part.  Will  any  good 
citizen  pretend  that  the  exclusion  of  such  persons  is  not  a 
wise  and  wholesome  protection,  due  to  those  who  adhere  to 
and  sustain  the  Constitution  and  lawful  authority?  And  it 
Is  clearly  not  a  hardshii),  to  be  comj)laincd  of  by  the  indivi- 
dual challenged  for  such  disqualification,  when  he  is  per- 
mitted to  purge  himself  by  his  own  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Government,  in  the  management  of  which  he  claims  a 
share. 

Governor  Bradford  himself  cannot  appreciate  more  highly 
than  I  do,  the  sterling  loyalty  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  Maryland,  but  he  must  know,  as  I  do,  that  there 
Btill  remains  at  large,  from  forbearance  of  the  Government 
authorities,  a  very  considerable  number  who  are  more  or 
less  actively  engaged  in  iiiding  and  encouraging  rebels  in 
arras.  Even  in  his  ijroclamation  he  admits  the  existence 
of  such  prevailing  disloyalty  in  the  counties  of  at  least  one 
of  the  congi"essional  districts. 

But  ni}'  general  order  was  only  put  forth  after  the  re- 
ceipt, through  all  the  last  month,  of  a  great  number  of  let- 
ters, petitions,  and  appeals  in  person,  from  respectable  and 
loyal  citizens,  throughout  tlie  southern  part  of  the  State 
particularly,  on  both  sides  of  the  bay,  imploring  the  issue 
of  such  an  order.  I  have  only  failed  in  complying  with 
this  request  by  making  its  provisions  less  stringent  than 
Justice  and  fairness  to  loyal  citizens  seemed  to  them  to  de- 
mand. 

I  will  add  onlj',  to  show  with  what  anxiety  I  have  sought, 
on  this  occasion,  to  secure  peace  and  good  order  at  the  polls, 
that  officers  intrusted  with  tliis  duty  have,  in  every  in- 
stance, been  furnished  with  written  or  printed  instructions, 
of  wliich  the  following  is  one  clause: 
"  The  ofBcers  and  men  are  to  be  cautioned  not  to  commit 


or  permit  any  unlawful  violence.  They  must  not  enter 
into  political  discussions,  and  are  to  remember,  that  while 
protecting  the  polls  from  rebel  sympathizers,  they  are  con- 
servators of  the  pi.'ace,  and  are  there  to  support  the  judges 
of  election."  Even  Governor  Bradford  could  scarcely  ob- 
ject to  this.  I  now  repeat  to  the  provost  guards  that  in- 
struction, and  enjoin  upon  them,  that  while  they  enfcrce 
the  observance  of  the  general  order  firmly  and  faithfully, 
as  directed,  they  do  it  in  every  respect  discreetly  and  tem- 
perately. 

I  append  copies  of  the  President's  letter,  and  of  the  gen- 
eral order,  as  modified. 

ROBERT  C.  SCHENCK, 
Major  General  Coimmanding. 

LIEUTENANT    COLONEL    TEVIS'S    ORDER    AT    CHE8- 
TERTOWN. 

Heabquabters  Third  Maryland  Cavalry, 
Chestertown,  November  3, 1863, 
WTiereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  reply  to 
a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  lion.  Thomas  Swann,  of  Balti- 
more city,  has  stated  that  all  loyal  qualified  voters  should 
h.-.ve  a  right  to  vote,  it  therefore  becomes  every  truly  loyal 
citizen  to  avail  himself  of  the  present  opportunity  offered 
to  i^lace  himself  honoralily  upon  the  record  or  poll-book  at 
the  approaching  election,  by  giving  a  full  and  ardent  sup- 
port to  the  whole  Government  ticket,  upon  the  platform 
adopted  by  the  Union  League  convention.  None  other  is 
recognized  by  the  Federal  authorities  as  loyal  or  worthy  of 
the  support  of  any  one  who  desires  the  peace  and  restorar 
tion  of  this  Union. 

CHARLES  CARROLL  TEVIS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commanding. 

This  order  was  at  once  suppressed  by  Gen- 
eral Schenck,  and  Colonel  Tevis  ordered  under 
arrest.  November  6,  he  made  a  statement  of 
his  action,  and  requested  to  be  released  from 
arrest  and  restored  to  his  command,  which  was 
granted  November  9,  as  stated  in  the  sub- 
joined order : 

Headquarters  Middle  Department,  8th  Army  Corps, 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  JSfovemhcr  9, 1863. 

The  within  explanation  and  report  havingbeen  submitted 
with  permission  by  Colonel  Tevis,  under  arrest  and  restored 
to  duty— 

The  general  commanding  remarks  that  Colonel  Tevis  ap- 
pears to  have  acted  himself  in  good  faith  and  from  a  sense 
of  duty,  but  to  have  been  misled  by  the  bad  course  and  in- 
structions of  Captain  Frazier,  provost  marshal  of  the  first 
congressional  district  of  Jlaryland,  who  framed  the  order 
Issued  by  him,  and  perhaps  also  by  the  mistaken  advice  of 
other  over-zealous  jjersons.  But  Colonel  Tevis*hould  have 
uudei-stood  that  the  whole  scope  and  purpose  of  the  General 
Orders  63  and  55,  and  of  accompanying  instructions,  was  to 
prevent  disloyal  persons  from  voting  and  to  suppress  dis- 
turbances at  the  polls.  The  only  test  of  loyalty  prescribed 
was  the  oath  of  allegiance  embodied  in  General  Order  No. 
53.  No  directions  were  given  to  interfere  with  candidates, 
as  such,  nor  with  the  voters  because  of  their  supporting 
any  particular  ticket,  nor  was  any  such  interference  con- 
templated or  intended  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  general  com- 
manding. The  idea  of  a  " Government  ticket"  was  only 
with  Colonel  Tevis  or  the  provost  marshal,  Frazier,  and 
other  indiscreet  or  bad  advisers,  and  was  not  put  forth  from 
these  headquarters.  Colonel  Tevis's  printed  order  waa 
therefore  wholly  unauthorized  and  wrong. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  a  copy  of  this  in- 
dorsement be  furnished  'to  Colonel  Tevis,  and  also  that  a 
copy  of  the  same  be  sent,  duly  certified,  to  Major  H.  L. 
Jetfries,  assistant  provost  marshal  general  for  the  States  of 
Maryland  and  Delaware. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Schenck: 
^  W.  U.  CUESEBROUGH, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

ELECTION    OF    1864. 

Pending  the  constitutional  convention  elec- 
tion in  Maryland,  April  6,  1864,  Major  General 
Lewis  Wallace  and  Gov.  Bradford  had  a  corres- 
pondence as  to  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  to 
to  be  administered  to  the  delegates  chosen,  and 
the  power  possessed  by  the  judges  of  election 
to  investigate  and  decide  upon  a  charge  of  dis- 
loyalty as  affecting  the  right  to  vote.  The 
Governor  recited  the  law,  and  the  duties  of 
the  judges,  and  the  penalties  for  non-perform>- 
ance,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  laws, 
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if  faithfully  executed,  as  he  hoped  they  would 
be,  would  be  found  "entirely  sutficient  to  ex- 
clude disloyal  voters  from  the  polls." 

Delaware. 

An  act  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections  in  tliis  State. 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  this  State  declares  that  "all 
elections  shall  bo  free  and  equal,"  and  whereas  the  freedom 
of  elections  and  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  suffrage 
according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  are 
essential  to  the  enjoyment  of  public  liberty ;  and  whereas, 
evil  disposed  persons  did  cause  armed  soldiers  to  be  brought 
into  this  State  and  to  be  present  at  different  voting  places 
in  the  State  on  the  day  of  the  last  general  election,  and  a 
free  election  was  thereby  prevented;  and  whereas,  it  is 
proper  that  a  repetition  of  so  grave  an  offence  against 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State  shall  be  prevented: 
Therefore — 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  cCc,  That  if  any  person,  being  a 
citizen  or  inhabitant  of  this  State,  shall  send  or  cause  to  be 
sent,  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought,  into  this  State,  or  shall 
aid,  abet,  procure,  advise,  counsel,  or  in  any  manner  assist 
in  sending  or  bringing  into  this  State  any  armed  soldier  or 
soldiers,  to  be  present  at  any  voting  place  in  this  State,  or 
vdthin  five  miles  thereof,  on  the  day  of  any  general,  special, 
or  other  election  hereafter  to  be  holdeu  in  this  State,  or 
shall  aid,  abet,  procure,  advise,  counsel,  or  in  any  manner 
assist  the  presence  or  attendance  of  any  armed  soldier  or 
soldiers  at  any  such  voting  place,  or  within  five  miles 
thereof,  on  any  such  election  day,  every  person  so  offending 
shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  by 
indictment,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  State  a  fine  not  less 
than  one  thousand  dollars  and  not  more  than  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  shall  bo  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  less  than 
one  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  shall  forever  thereafter 
be  incapable  of  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  in  this 
State. 

Sec.  2.  That  if  any  person,  being  a  citizen  or  inhabitant 
of  this  State,  shall  aid,  .abet,  procure,  advise,  counsel,  or  in 
any  manner  assist  or  bo  guilty  of  militai-y  interference  in 
any  manner  with  the  freedom  of  any  election  in  this  State, 
every  person  so  offending  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof  by  indictment  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  to  the  State  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dol- 
lars nor  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  bo  im- 
prisoned for  a  term  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five 
years,  and  shall  forever  thereafter  be  incapable  of  exercis- 
ing the  right  of  suffrage  in  this  State. 

Sec.  .3.  That  if  any  inspector,  presiding  oflBcer,  or  judge 
of  any  election  in  tliis  State,  or  any  other  person,  shall  ad- 
minister or  cause  to  be  administered  to  any  legal  voter  in 
this  State,  any  oath  or  affirmation  not  authorized  by  the 
Constitution  .and  laws  of  this  State  for  that  purpose,  as  a 
pre-requisite  or  condition  of  voting  at  any  election  in  this 
State,  except  when  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  ad- 
ministered in  order  to  satisfy  such  inspector,  presiding  ofli- 
cer,  or  ju(lge,  that  such  vote  is  a  legal  vote  according  to  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  this  State,  such  inspector,  presid- 
ing officer,  judge,  or  other  person  so  offending,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  liy 
indictment  shall,  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  to 
the  State  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollais  and 
not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be  imprisoned 
for  a  term  of  ten  days. 

Passed  at  Dover,  March  25, 1863. 

GENEEAL  SCHENCIv'.S  ORDEK. 

Heabquarters  Middle  Department,  8th  Apmt  Corps, 
Baltimoee,*Md.,  November  13,  1863. 
[General  Orders  No.  59.  | 

It  is  known  that  there  .are  many  evil  disposed  persons 
now  at  largo  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  who  have  been  en- 
gaged in  rebellion  against  the  lawful  Governm.nt,  or  h.ave 
given  aid  or  comfort  or  encouragement  to  others  so  engaged, 
or  who  do  not  recognize  their  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  and  who  may  avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  of 
the  authority  which  tolerates  their  presence  to  attempt  to 
take  part  in  or  embarrass  the  approaching  special  election 
in  that  State.    It  is  therefore  ordered: 

I.  That  all  provost  marshals  and  other  milit.ary  officers 
do  prevent!  all  disturbance  and  violence  at  or  about  the  polls, 
whether  offered  by  such  persons  as  above  described,  or  by 
any  other  person  or  persons  whomsover. 

II  That  all  provost  marshals  and  other  military  officers 
commanding  in  Delaware,  shall  support  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion on  the  19th  of  November,  1803,  in  requiring  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  as  a  test  of  citizenship  of 
any  one  whose  vote  miy  be  challenged  on  the  ground  that 
he  is  not  loyal  or  does  not  admit  his  allegiance  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  oatli  shall  be  in  the  following  form  and 
terms : 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect,  and  de- 


fend the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  ?tatel 
against  all  enemies,  whether  domestic  or  foreign ;  that  I 
hireby  pkdge  my  allegiance,  faith,  and  loyalty  to  the  same 
any  ordinance,  resolution,  or  law  of  any  State  convention 
or  State  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  ;  that 
I  will  at  nil  tianes  yield  a  hearty  and  willing  obedience  to 
the  said  Constitution  and  Government,  and  will  not,  direct- 
ly or  indir  ctly,  do  any  act  in  hostility  to  the  same,  either 
by  taking  up  arms  .against  them,  or  aiding,  abetting,  or 
countenancing  those  in  arms  against  them  ;  that,  without 
permission  from  the  lawful  authority,  I  will  have  no  com- 
munication, direct  or  indirect,  with  the  States  in  insurre^ 
tion  against  the  United  States,  or  with  either  of  them,  or 
with  any  person  or  persons  within  said  insurrectionary 
States ;  I'ud  that  I  will  in  all  things  report  myself  as  a  good 
.and  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States.  This  I  do  in  good 
faith,  with  full  determination,  pledge,  and  purpose  to  keep 
this,  my  sworn  obligation,  and  without  any  mental  reserva- 
tion or  evasion  whatsoever. 

III.  Provost  marshals  and  other  military  officers  are  di- 
rected to  report  to  these  headquarters  any  judge  of  election 
who  shall  refuse  hiu  aid  in  carrying  oat  this  order,  or  who, 
on  challenge  of  a  vote  being  made  on  the  ground  of  dis- 
loyalty or  hostility  to  the  Government,  shall  refuse  to  re- 
quire the  oath  of  allegiance  from  such  voter. 

By  command  of  Major  Goner.al  Schenck: 

W.  H.  CHESEBROUGH, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Asst.  Adj.  Gen. 

GOVERNOR  cannon's  PROCLAMATION  ON  TOE  FOREGOING  ORCEBk 

State  of  Delaware,  Executive  Department, 
Dover,  JVovcmber  13, 1863. 
All  civil  officers  and  good  citizens  of  this  State  are  en- 
joined to  obey  the  aliove  military  order,  issued  by  the  com- 
manchng  general  of  the  Middle  department,  and  to  give  all 
needful  aid  for  the  proper  enforcement  of  the  same. 
WILLIAM  CANNON, 
Governor  of  Delaware. 

GENERAL  TYLER's  ORDER. 

Headquarters  District  of  Delaware, 

Middle  Department, 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  Nov.  15, 1863. 

Tlie  following  instructions  have  been  received  from  the 
General  Commanding,  and  will  be  strictly  and  carefully 
observed  by  all  detachments  of  officers  and  soldiers  within 
the  "  District  of  Delaware,"  while  carrying  out  the  provis- 
ions of  Department  General  Orders  No.  69,  during  the 
election  to  be  held  on  the  19th  instant : 

Every  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer  in  command  of 
a  detachment  will  be  held  strictly  accountable  for  the 
good  conduct  and  obedience  of  the  men  in  his  charge. 

Officers  and  soldiers  must  be  strictly  sober,  and,  while 
preventing  thsturbanco  by  others,  must  avoid  all  distur- 
bance themselves,  and  are  required  not  to  hang  around  the 
polls,  or  engiige  in  political  discussions. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  whole  object  of  the 
order  of  the  Commanding  General  is  to  preserve  peace  at 
the  places  of  voting,  to  sustain  the  judges  or  inspectors  of 
election,  to  protectloy.al  voters,  and  to  prevent  from  voting 
disloyal  and  traitorously  disposed  persons,  who  refuse  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

In  enforcing  Paragraph  I,  of  the  General  Order,  to  pr^ 
vent  violence  and  disturbance  at  the  polls,  care  will  be 
taken  that  disloyal  citizens  of  other  States  do  not,  as  it  is 
apprehended  they  will  attempt  to  do,  intrude  themselves  at 
the  places  of  voting,  and  endeavor  to  intimid.ate  the  lawful 
and  loyal  voters  of  Delaware. 

DANIEL  TYLER, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 

Kentucky. 

1863,  March  11 — The  Legisl.ature  passed  this 
bill  by  a  two-thirds  vote  over  the  veto  of  Gov- 
ernor Magoffin : 

An  act  to  amend  chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  entitled 
"Citizens,  expatriation,  and  .aliens." 
Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  cCc,  That  .any  citizen  of  this  State 
who  shall  enter  into  the  service  of  the  so-t'alled  Confederate 
States,  in  either  a  civil  or  military  cap.acity,  or  enter  into 
the  service  of  the  so-called  provisional  government  of  Ken- 
tucky in  either  a  civil  or  military  capacity,  or, having  here- 
tofore entered  such  service  of  either  the  Confederate  States 
or  provisional  government,  shall  continue  in  such  service 
after  this  act  takes  effect,  or  shall  take  up  and  continue  in 
arms  against  the  military  forces  of  the  United  SUitcs  or  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  or  shall  give  voluntary  aid  and  assist- 
auco  to  those  in  arms  against  said  forces,  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  expatriated  himself,  and  shall  no  longer  be  .a  citizen 
of  Kentucky,  nor  shall  he  again  be  a  citizen,  except  by  p«» 
mission  of  the  Legislature  by  a  general  or  special  btutote* 
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Sec.  2.  That  whenever  a  person  attempts  or  is  called  on  to 
exercise  any  of  the  cmistitutional  ur  lo2:al  rights  anil  privi- 
leges belongins' onlj'  to  citizens  ot  Kentucky,  he  may  bere- 
qmred  to  negative  on  oath  tha  expatriation  provided  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  and  uptn  his  failure  or  refusal  to  do 
BO,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  exercise  any  such  right  or  priv- 
ilege. 

Sec.  3.  This  act  to  bo  of  force  in  thirty  days  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

1863,  July  10 — Governor  J.  F.  Robinson 
issued  this  proclamation  : 

CoMMorrwBAiTH  OF  Kentucky, 

Executive  Department. 
For  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  olficers  at  the 
approaching  election,  I  have  caused  to  be  herewith  pub- 
lished an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  chapter  15  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  entitled 
'  Citizens,  expatriation,  and  aliens.' "  The  strict  observance 
and  enforcement  of  this  and  all  other  laws  of  this  State  reg- 
ulating elections  are  earnestly  enjoined  and  required  as 
being  alil^e  due  to  a  fiiithful  discharge  of  duty,  to  the  purity 
of  the  elective  franchise,  and  to  the  sovereign  will  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky  expressed  through  their  Legislature. 

Given  under  my  hand,  as  Governor  of  Kentucky,  at 
Frankfort,  this  10th  day  of  July,  1863,  and  in  the  seventy- 
second  year  of  the  Commonwealth. 

J.  F.  ROBINSON. 
By  the  Governor : 

D.  C.  WiCKLiFFE,  Secretary  of  State. 

July  31 — General  Burnside  issued  this  order: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  31, 1S63. 
[General  Orders  No.  120.] 

Whereas  the  State  of  Kentucky  is  invaded  by  a  rebel 
force  with  the  avowed  intention  of  overawing  the  judges  of 
elections,  of  intimidating  the  loyal  voters,  keeijing  them 
from  the  polls,  and  forcing  the  election  of  disloyal  candi- 
dates at  the  election  on  the  od  of  August ;  and  whereas  the 
militarj'  power  of  the  Government  is  the  only  force  that 
can  defeat  this  attempt,  the  State  of  Kentucky  is  hereby 
declared  under  martial  law,  and  all  military  oflBcers  are 
commanded  to  aid  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State 
in  support  of  the  laws  and  of  the  ijurity  of  suffrage  as  de- 
fined in  the  late  proclamation  of  his  Excellency  Governor 
Eobinson. 

As  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  commanding  general  to 
interfere  with  the  proper  expression  of  pubUc  opinion,  all 
discretion  in  the  conduct  of  the  election  will  be,  as  usual, 
in  the  hands  of  the  legally  appointed  judges  at  the  polls, 
who  will  he  held  strictly  responsible  that  no  disloyal  person 
he  allowed  to  vote,  and  to  this  end  the  military  j)ower  is  or- 
dered to  give  them  its  utmost  support. 

The  civil  authoiity,  civil  courts,  and  business,  will  not  be 
suspended  by  this  order.  It  is  for  the  purpose  only  of  pro- 
tecting, if  necessary,  the  rights  of  loyal  citizens  and  the 
freedom  of  election. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Burnside : 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

LIEUT.  COLONEL  TH03.  JOHNSON'S  ORDER. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 
Smitiiland,  Kt.,  July  16,  1S63. 

The  county  court  judges  of  the  counties  of  Trigg,  Cald- 
well, Lyon,  Crittenden,  and  Livingstun,  are  hereby  direct- 
ed, in  appointing  judges  and  clerks  for  conducting  the  State 
elections  in  August  next,  to  observe  strictly  tlie  laws  of 
Kentucky,  which  i-equire  that  such  judges  and  clerks  shall 
be  unconditional  Union  men. 

Judges  and  clerks  so  appointed  are  hereby  directed  not 
to  place  the  name  of  any  person  on  the  poll-books  to  be 
voted  for  at  the  said  election  who  is  not  a  Union  man,  or 
who  may  be  opposed  to  furnishing  men  and  money  for  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the  rebellion  against 
the  United  States  Government.  The  judges  and  clerks  are 
further  dii'ected  to  permit  no  person  to  vote  at  said  elec- 
tion without  taking  the  oath  required  by  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky, unless  said  person  so  presenting  himself  to  vote  is 
personally  known  to  the  judges  to  be  a  Union  man. 

Any  person  violating  this  order  will  be  reg^irded  as  an 
enemy  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  will  be 
arrested  anil  punished  accordingly. 

By  order  of  THOMAS  JOHNSON, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Commanding. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Johnson,  to  be  taken  by  the  voters,  is  in  sub- 
stance similar  to  the  oath  attached  to  the  proc- 
lamation of  General  Shackleford. 


MAJOR  GENERAL  HURLBUT'S  ORDER. 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
Mejipuis,  Tenn.,  July,  1863. 
I.  In  so  much  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  as  is  within  the 
district  of  Columbus,  it  is  ordered — 

1.  That  no  person  be  permitted  to  be  a  candidate  for  ofiBce 
who  is  not  avowedly  and  unconditionally  for  the  Union  and 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

2.  That  no  person  shall  exercise  the  privilege  of  an  elec- 
tor and  vote  at  the  said  elections  who  is  not  avowedly  and 
unconditionally  for  the  Union  and  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion. 

3.  The  military  authorities  in  said  district  of  Columbus 
will  see  to  it  that  this  order  he  carried  out.  .Judges  of  elec- 
tion will  be  governed  by  the  princiides  herein  set  forth,  and 
will  demand  evidence  upon  oaths  in  such  cases  as  may  be 
in  doubt,  and  allow  no  person  to  exercise  the  franchise  of 
voting  who  does  not  take  the  oath  required. 

By  order  of  Major  General  S.  A.  Hiu-lbut : 

HENRY  DINMORE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

BRIGADIER    GENERAL    ASBOTH'S    ORDER, 

Headquarters  District  of  Columbus, 
Sixth  Division,  Sixteenth  Armt  Corps, 
Columbus,  Kentucky,  July  15, 1863. 
Tke  above  orders  of  the  general  commanding  coii^s  are 
communicated  to  the  civil  and  military  authorities  for  their 
information.     Military  officers  making  arrests  for  violation 
of  these  orders  will  be  governed  by  the  circular  from  ofiBce 
of  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated  Washington, 
May  11, 1863. 
By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Asboth : 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

BRIGADIER   GENERAL    ASBOTH's    ORDEE. 

District  of  Columbus, 
Headquarters  Sixth  Division,  Sixteenth  ARnnr  Corps, 
Columbus,  Ky.,  July  29, 1803. 

That  HQ  further  doubt  may  exist  as  to  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  Special  Orders  No.  159,  dated  Headquarters 
Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  July  14,  1SG3,  it  is  ordered  that  no 
person  shall  be  ijermitted  to  be  voted  for,  or  be  a  cantUdate 
for  office,  who  has  been  or  is  now  under  arrest  or  bonds, 
by  proper  authority,  for  uttering  disloyal  language  or  sen- 
timents. 

County  judges  within  this  district  are  hereby  ordered  to 
apijoint,  as  judges  and  clerks  of  the  ensuing  August  elec- 
tion, only  such  persons  as  are  avowedly  and  unconditionally 
for  the  Union  and  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  are 
further  ordered  to  revoke  and  recall  any  appointment  of 
judges  and  clerlvs  already  made  who  are  not  such  loyal 
persons. 

Judges  and  clerks  of  elections  are  hereby  ordered  not  to 
place  the  name  of  any  person  upon  the  poll-books,  to  be 
voted  for  at  said  election,  who  is  not  avowedly  and  uncon- 
ditionally for  the  Union  and  the  suppression  of  the  rebelUon, 
or  who  may  be  opposed  to  furnishing  men  and  money  for 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

The  following  oath  is  prescribed  and  will  bo  administered 
by  judges  of  elections  to  voters  and  to  such  candidates  as 
reside  within  the  district: 

"I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  have  never  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  so-called  Confederate  States;  that  I  have  not 
been  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  so-called  'provisional 
government  of  Kentucky,'  either  in  a  civil  or  military  car 
pacity;  that  I  have  never,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
aided  the  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  the  State  of  Kentucky ;  that  I  am  unconditionally 
for  the  Union  and  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  am 
willing  to  furnish  men  and  money  for  the  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war  against  the  rebeUious  league  known  as 
the  '  Confederate  States ;'  so  help  me  God." 

Any  voter,  judge,  or  clerk  of  electiors,  or  other  person, 
who  may  evade,  neglect,  or  refuse  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  order  will  be  arrested  and  sent  before  a  milir    ■ 
tary  commission  as  soon  as  the  facts  are  substantiated. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Asboth : 
'  T.  II.  HARRIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

BRIGADIER  GENERAL  SHACKLEFORd's  ORDER. 
Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Twenty-Third  Ahmy  Corps, 

Russellville,  Ky.,  July  30,  1863. 
In  Order  that  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  and  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  may  bo  observed  and  en- 
forced, post  commandants  and  officers  of  this  command  will 
see  that  the  followiug  regulations  are  strictly  complied  with 
at  the  approaching  State  election  : 
None  but  loyal  citizens  will  act  as  officers  of  the  election. 
No  one  will  be  allowed  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
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ofBce,  or  be  voted  for  at  said  election,  who  is  not  in  all 
things  loyal  to  the  State  and  Federal  Government,  and  in 
favor  of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  for  the  suppres- 
aion  of  the  rebellion. 

The  judges  of  election  will  allow  no  one  to  vote  at  said 
election  unless  he  is  known  to  them  to  be  an  undoubtedly 
loyal  citizen,  or  unless  he  shall  first  take  the  oath  required 
by  the  laws  of  the  Slate  of  Kentucky. 

No  disloyal  man  will  oiler  himself  as  a  candidate,  or  at- 
tempt to  vote,  except  for  treasonable  purposes ;  and  all  such 
efforts  will  be  summarily  suppressed  by  the  military  au- 
thorities. 

All  necessary  protection  will  be  supplied  and  guaranteed 
^t  the  polls  to  Union  men  by  all  the  military  force  within 
this  command. 

Bv  order  of  Brigadier  General  J.  M.  Shackleford,  com- 
manding: J.  E.  HUFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Colonel  John  W.  Foster,  of  the  sixty-fifth  In- 
diania  regiment,  commanding  post  at  Hender- 
son, Kentucky,  issued  an  order  similar  to  the 
above  order  of  General  Shackleford. 

COLONEL  MUNDy'S  OEDER. 

All  loyal  citizens,  who  have  not  forfeited  their  citizen- 
Bhip,  can  safely  and  quietly  cast  their  votes  for  the  candi- 
dates of  their  choice;  but  all  who  have  forfeited  their  right 
of  citizenship,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly, 
who  shall  present  themselves  at  the  polls  and  fraudulently 
attempt  to  vote,  will  be  immediately  arrested  by  the  guard 
detailed  for  that  purpose  at  such  precinct,  and  confined  in 
the  military  prison. 

Missouri. 

1862,  June  12 — The  convention  of  Missouri 
adopted  this  ordinance: 

Sec.  1.  No  person  shall  vote  at  any  election  to  be  here- 
after held  in  this  State,  under  or  in  pursuance  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  thereof,  whether  State,  county,  township, 
or  municipal,  who  shall  not,  in  addition  to  possessing  the 
qualifications  already  prescribed  for  electors,  previously 
take  an  oath  in  form  as  follows,  namely :  "  I, ,  do  sol- 
emnly swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  sup- 
port, protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Slissouri  against 
all  enemies  and  opposers  whether  domestic  or  foreign ;  that 
I  will  bear  true  faith,  loyalty,  and  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  and  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  give  aid  and 
comfort,  or  countenance,  to  the  enemies  or  opposers  thereof, 
or  of  the  pn^visional  government  of  the  State  of  IMissouri, 
any  ordinance,  law,  or  resolution  of  any  State  convention 
or  Legislature,  or  of  any  order  or  organization,  secret  or 
otherwise,  to  the  contrai-y  notwithstanding ;  and  that  I  do 
this  with  a  full  and  honest  determination,  pledge,  and  pur- 
pose, faithfully  to  keep  and  jierform  the  same,  without 
any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatever.  And  I  do 
further  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  have  not,  since  the 
17th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1S61,  wilfully  taken  up  arms 
or  levied  war  against  the  United  States,  or  against  the  pro- 
visional government  of  the  State  of  Blissouri :  So  help  me 
God." 

CONGRESSIONAL  ELECTION  OF  1862. 

[General  Orders  No.  45.] 

Head(1U.\rters  St.ite  op  Missoxiri, 
Adjutant  General's  Office, 
St.  Louis,  October  23, 1S62. 

I.  A  general  election  is  to  take  place  throughout  the 
State  the  first  Tuesday  in  November  next. 

This  is  the  first  attempt  of  the  people  to  choose  their  offi- 
cers since  the  war  of  the  rebellion  commenced.  It  will  be 
an  occasion  when  angry  passions,  excited  by  this  war,  might 
produce  strife,  and  prevent  the  full  expression  of  the  popu- 
lar will  in  the  selection  of  officers. 

The  convention  has  provided  by  ordinance  that  every 
voter  shall,  before  voting,  take  a  prescribed  oath,  and  that 
no  vote  shall  be  counted  in  favor  of  any  candidate  for  a 
State  or  county  office,  unless  ho  shall  have  taken  an  oath 
prescribed  for  candidates.  The  ordinance  of  the  convention 
fixes  heavy  penalties  upon  those  who  take  the  oath  falsely. 
These  are  the  safeguards  which  the  convention  has  judged 
necessary  to  keep  unfaithful  and  disloyal  persons  from  ex- 
ercising power  in  the  State.  They  are  sufficient.  No  per- 
son must  bo  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  those 
qualified  to  vote  under  tills  ordinance. 

The  enrolled  militia  being  citizens  of  the  State,  and  very 
r.early  all  entitled  by  age  to  vote,  will  doubtless  be  gener- 
ally at  i)laces  of  voting.  They  are  a  body  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  violations  of  the  law  of  the  State,  and 
they  all  know  that  it  is  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  our 


Government  that  all  qualified  voters  shall  be  allowed,  with- 
out molestation  of  any  kind,  to  cast  their  votes  as  they 
ple;ise. 

II.  It  is  required  of  all  officers  and  men  of  the  enrolled 
militia  that  they  keep  perfect  order  at  the  polls  on  the  day 
of  election,  and  th.at  they  sen  that  no  person  is  either  kept 
from  the  polls  by  intimidation  or  in  any  way  interfered 
with  in  voting  at  the  polls  for  whatever  candidate  he  may 
chooso. 

III.  If  any  officer  or  private  shall  either  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  voters,  or  countenance  such  interference  by 
others,  it  will  bo  treated  as  a  high  military  offence,  and 
punished  with  the  utmost  rigor. 

IV.  Whenever  there  is  any  reason  to  apprehend  any  in- 
terference with  the  election  on  the  part  of  bands  of  guerril- 
las, the  commanding  officer  of  the  nearest  regiment  will 
detail  a  sufficient  force  to  prevent  any  such  interference, 
and  station  it  where  there  is  apprehended  danger. 

V.  In  case  of  disturbance  arising  which  cannot  be  arrested 
by  the  civil  authorities,  any  cotpmissioned  officer  present  is 
hereby  ordered,  at  the  request  of  any  judge,  sheriff,  or  justice 
of  the  peace,  to  use  the  necessary  military  force  to  siippre^ 
it. 

TT.  Commanding  officers  of  the  enrolled  Missouri  miUtia 
are  hereby  directed  to  see  that  the  foregoing  orders  are 
strictly  obeyed. 
By  order  of  the  commander-in-chief: 

WILLIAM  D.  WOOD, 
Acting  Adjutant  General  Jilissoun. 

BRIGADIER   GENERAL   HALL's   ORDER. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Military  District, 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  November  1, 1862. 
[General  Orders,  No.  33.] 

The  attention  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia  of 
this  district  is  called  to  General  Order  No.  45,  dated  •'  Head- 
quarters State  of  Missouri,  Adjutant  General's  office,  St. 
Louis,  October  23, 1862,"  with  reference  to  the  election  on 
Tuesday  next.  The  military  should  be<arin  mind  that  they 
are  not  the  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  voters.  That  duty 
is  devolved  by  law  on  the  judge  of  the  election.  If  those 
officers  either  admit  improper  persons  to  vote,  or  exclnde 
proper  persons  from  voting,  the  statutes  of  tliis  State  pro- 
vide .an  ample  remedy.  The  militia  will  carefully  abstain 
from  all  acts  calculated  to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of 
election.  All  officers  who  interfere  with  the  rights  of  voters 
will  be  reported  to  the  commander-in-chief,  to  be  dealt  with 
as  ho  may  decide.  All  soldiers  guilty  of  the  same  offence 
will  be  punished  as  a  court-martial  shall  determine. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Willard  P.  Hall : 

ELWOOD  KIRBT, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 

MAJOR   GENERAL    SCHOFIELD's    ORDERS    OP    1863. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 
St.  Louis,  SIissouri,  September  2S,  1863. 
[General  Orders  No.  101.] 

The  right  of  the  people  to  peaceably  assemble  for  all  law- 
ful purposes,  and  the  right  to  freely  express  their  will  at 
the  polls  according  to  law,  are  essential  to  civil  hberty. 

No  interference  with  these  rights,  either  by  violence, 
threats,  intimidation,  or  otherwise,  will  be  tolerated. 

Any  commissioned  officer  who  shall  incite  or  encourage 
any  interference  \dth  any  lawful  assemblage  of  the  people, 
or  who  shall  fail  to  do  his  utmost  to  prevent  such  inter- 
ference, shall  be  dismissed  the  service;  and  any  officer, 
soldier,  or  civilian,  who  shall,  by  violence,  threats,  or  other- 
wise, actually  interfere  with  any  such  lawful  iissemblage  of 
the  people,  shall  bo  punished  by  imprisonment  or  other- 
wise, at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial  or  military  com- 
mission. 

Any  officer,  soldier,  or  civilian,  who  shall  attempt  to  in- 
timidate any  qualified  voter  in  the  exercise  of  his  right  to 
vote,  or  who  shall  attempt  to  prevent  any  qualified  voter 
from  going  to  the  polls  or  voting,  shall  be  punished  by  im- 
prisonment or  otherwise,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court- 
martial  or  military  commission. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  fifth  article  of  war, 
which  will  be  applied  to  commissioned  officers  of  Missouri 
militia  not  in  active  service,  as  well  as  to  officers  and 
BOldieib  in  active  service. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Schofield : 

C.  W.  MARSH, 
AssistaiU,  Adjutant  GeruraL 

Headquarters  Departjient  of  the  Missouri, 
St.  Louis,  October  20, 1863. 
[General  Orders  No.  120.] 

Judges  of  elections  of  the  various  precincts  in  Missonri 
are  notified  that  they  will  be  held  responsible  that  at  the 
election  on  the  3d  of  November  next,  those  persons,  and 
only  those,  bo  permitted  to  vote  who  are  entitled  to  do  sc 
by  the  laws  of  the  State ;  and  especially  that  the  ordinaoca 
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of  the  State  convention,  adopted  June  10,  1862,  and  pub- 
lished lierewith,  be  enforced  in  every  case. 

It  is  the  duty  of  judges  of  election  at  each  precinct  in  the 
State  to  see  that  every  person  qualified  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  State  shaU  be  permitted  to  exercise  the 
elective  francliise  ^vithout  let  or  hindrance ;  and  it  is  equaly 
their  duty  to  see  tliat  those  vrlio  are  not  qualified  under  the 
constitution  and  laws,  or  who  refuse  to  qualify  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  annexed  ordinance,  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  vote;  and  any  action  on  their  part  excluding  qualified 
voters  from  the  polls,  or  admitting  those  who  are  not  quali- 
fied as  stated,  will  be  punished  as  a  military  offence. 

Any  person  who  has  borne  arms  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  voluntarily  given  aid  and  comfoit 
to  its  enemies  during  the  present  rebellion,  and  who  shall 
presume  to  act  as  judge  or  clerk  at  said  election,  and  any 
county  judge  who  shall  knowingly  appoint  any  such  per- 
son as  above  described  to  act  as  judge  at  said  election,  will 
te  deemed  guilty  of  violation  of  military  orders,  and  upon 
conviction  thereof,  will  be  pimished  accordingly. 

In  those  parts  of  the  State  where  there  is  danger  of  in- 
terference by  guerrilla  bands,  or  by  combinations  of  persons 
intended  to  overawe  or  intimidate  legal  voters,  district 
commanders  will  so  dispose  their  troops  as  will  most  cer- 
tainly prevent  such  interference. 

Where  no  such  protection  may  be  deemed  necessary,  all 
troops  will  absent  themselves  from  the  polls  entirelj';  and 
in  all  cases  when  ordered  by  the  district  commanders  to  be 
present,  their  action  will  he  strictly  confined  to  the  sup- 
pression of  violence  and  removing  the  interference  above 
named,  to  the  end  that  the  laws  may  be  enforced  and  the 
purity  of  the  ballot-box  maintained.  Under  the  pretext  of 
guarding  against  violence  at  the  polls,  no  officer  or  soldier 
will  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  peaceful  and  legal 
expression  of  public  sentiment,  and  no  officer  will  be  ex- 
cused for  a  willful  failure  to  remove  any  interference  in- 
tended to  prevent  such  expression. 

District  commanders  -ndll  designate,  on  the  day  previous 
to  the  election,  those  counties  in  their  respective  districts 
in  which  such  protection  may  be  deemed  necessary,  and 
cause  their  troops  to  be  disposed  accordingly. 

Any  willful  violation  of  this  order  will  be  promptly  pun- 
ished as  a  military  offence. 

Missouri  troops  will  vote  at  the  company  polls,  opened 
for  that  purp(j30  at  the  headquarters  of  their  posts,  camps, 
or  detachments,  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance  of  the 
Btate  convention,  passed  June  12,  1862,  and  at  no  other 
place. 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  General  Orders  No.  101 
from  these  heafhiuarters,  dated  September  2?,  1S6.3,  and  its 
observance  strictly  enjoined  upon  all  in  Missouri. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Schofield : 

O.  D.  GREEXE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 

Orders  Respecting  Impressments  of 
Property. 

MAJOR   GENERAL    HAETSUFf'S    ORDER. 

Headquarters  Twexty-tiiird  Aesiy  Corps, 

LEXiNGioy,  Kextuckt,  July  24,  1S63. 

For  the  information  and  guidance  of  officers  in  impressing 
property,  it  is  hereby  directed  that,  whenever  its  impress- 
ment may  become  necessary  for  the  troops  of  the  twenty- 
third  army  corps,  it  will  be  taken  exclusively  from  rebels 
and  rebel  sympathizers;  and  so  long  as  the  property  needed 
is  to  be  found  belonging  or  pertaining  to  either  of  the 
above-named  classes,  no  man  of  undoubted  loyalty  will  be 
molested. 

Among  rebel  sympathizers  will  be  classed  those  persons 
In  Kentucky,  nomin.ally  Union  men,  but  opposed  to  the 
Government  and  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  whose  acts 
and  Words  alike  hinder  the  speedy  and  proper  termination 
of  the  rebellion. 

Property  will  only  be  taken  by  the  proper  staff  officers, 
who  will  in  every  case  give  receipts  lor  it.  Appropriate 
blank  receipts  will  be  furnished  by  the  chief  conimissax'y 
and  chief  quartermaster  at  these  headquarters. 

Ey  command  of  Major  General  Ilartsuff: 

GEORGE  B.  DRAKE,  A.  A.  G. 

BRIGADIER    GENERAL    BOYLE's    ORDER. 

Headquarters  District  of  Kextuckt, 
Louisville,  Jul)/  25, 1S6.3. 
By  authority  of  the  general  commanding  the  department, 
the  foUowng  general  order  is  made : 

1.  It  is  ordered  that  no  forage  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  loj'al  citizens  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  be  seized  or 
impressed  except  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  and  then 
only  on  the  written  authority  from  the  headquarters  of  the 
twenty-third  army  corps  or  from  these  headquarters. 

2.  Whenever  it  becomes  necessary  to  seize  or  impress 
{nrivate  property  for  military  purposes,  the  property  of  sym- 


pathizers with  the  rebellion  and  of  those  opposed  to  fur- 
nishing any  more  men  or  any  more  money  to  maintain  the 
Federal  Government  and  suppress  the  rebeUion  will  bo  first 
seized  and  impressed. 

3.  The  negioes  of  loyal  citizens  will  not  be  impressed  on 
the  public  works  and  military  roads  unless  absolutely 
necessary.  The  negroes  of  citizens  who  aro  for  no  more 
men  and  no  more,  money  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  and  the 
supporters,  alders,  and  abettors  of  such,  vrAl  be  first  im- 
pressed, and  officers  detailed  for  this  purpose  are  required 
strictly  to  observe  this  order  in  the  execution  of  their  duties. 

4.  All  horses  of  the  enemy  captured  or  subject  to  capture 
will  be  taken  possession  of  by  quartermasters  and  reported 
to  Captain  Jenldns,  chief  quartermaster,  Louisville,  who  ia  • 
ordered  to  allow  loyal  (jifizens  to  retain  horses  to  supply 
the  places  of  those  stolen  by  the  enemy ;  but  chsloyal  per- 
sons mentioned  in  paragi'aphs  two  and  three,  who  encourage 
raids  by  the  enemy,  will  not  in  any  case  be  allowed  to  re- 
tain captured  horses  or  horses  justly  subject  to  capture. 

5.  For  all  property  seized  or  impressed  proper  and  regular 
vouchers  will  be  given,  with  indorsement  as  to  the  loyalty 
or  disloyalty  of  the  owners  of  the  property. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Boyle : 

A.  C.  SEMPLE,  A.  A.  G. 


Action  of  Congress. 
First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

TO    PREVENT    OFFICERS    OF    THE  ARMY    AND    NAVT 
FROM  INTERFERING  IN  ELECTIONS. 

IN  SENATE. 

1864,  January  5 — Mr.  Powell  brought  in  a 
bill  to  prevent  officers  of  the  army  and  navy, 
and  other  persons  engaged  in  the  military  ser- 
vice, from  interfering  in  elections  in  the  States  ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

January  6 — Mr.  Powell  moved  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;  which  was 
lost — yeas  16,  (Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Harding^  Hendricks,  Hicks,  Johnson, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Saulsbury, 
Sherman,  Sprague,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,)  nays 
21.  It  was  then  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. 

January  16 — The  Senate  adopted  this  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Senate  all  orders  or  proclamations,  in  his  depart- 
ment, concerning  elections  issued  by  military  authority  in 
the  States  of  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Maryland,  and  Delaware. 

February  12 — Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  bill. 

June  22 — The  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  read 
as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  rfc,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  mil- 
itary officer  of  the  United  States,  or  any  person  engaged  in 
the  civil,  military,  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  to 
order,  bring,  keep,  or  have  under  his  authority  or  control, 
any  troops  or  armed  men  within  one  mile  of  the  place  where 
any  general  or  special  election  is  held  in  any  State  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  unless  it  shall  be  necessary  to 
repel  the  armed  enemies  of  the  United  States  or  to  keep  the 
peace  at  the  polls.  And  that  it  shall  not  bo  lawful  for  any 
oiBcer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  to  prescribe 
or  fix,  or  attempt  to  prescribe  or  fix,  by  proclamation,  order, 
or  otherwise,  the  qualifications  of  voters  in  any  State  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  or  in  any  manner  to  interfere  with 
the  freedom  of  any  election  in  any  State,  or  with  the  exer- 
cise of  the  free  right  of  suffrage  in  any  State  of  the  United 
States.  Any  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States, 
or  other  person  engaged  in  the  civil,  military,  or  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  who  violates  this  section  of  this 
act,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  be  liable  to  indictment  as 
for  a  misdemeanor,  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
jurisdiction  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  cases  of  misde- 
meanor, and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  pay  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding So,UOO,  and  suffer  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary 
not  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  five  years,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court  trying  the  same;  and  any  person 
convicted  as  aforesaid  shall,  moreover,  be  disqualified  from 
holding  any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust  under  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates:  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  bo  construel  as  to  prevent  any 
officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine  from  exercising  the  right 
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of  snffrBgn  in  anr  cloction  district  to  which  he  may  belong, 
if  otherwise  qualified,  accoriiing  to  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  he  shall  offer  to  vote. 

Sec.  2.  Tluit  any  officer  or  person  in  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  who  shall  order  or  advise,  or 
who  shall  directly  or  indirectly,  by  force,  threat,  menace, 
intimidation,  or  otherwise,  prevent  or  attempt  to  prevent 
any  qualified  voter  of  any  State  of  the  United  States  of 
America  from  freely  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  at  any 
general  or  special  election  in  any  State  of  the  United 
States,  or  who  sin  11  in  like  manner  compel,  or  attempt  to 
compel,  any  oflBcor  of  an  election  in  any  such  State  to 
receive  a  vote  from  a  person  not  legally  qualified  to  vote, 
or  who  shall  impose  or  attempt  to  impose  any  rules  or 
regulations  for  conducting  such  election  different  from  those 
prescribed  by  law,  or  interfere  in  any  manner  with  any 
officer  of  said  election  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  shall 
for  every  such  offense  be  liable  to  indictment  as  for  a  mis- 
demeanor, in  any  court  of  the  United  Slates  having  juris- 
diction to  hear,  try,  and  determine  cases  of  misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
$5,000,  and  suffer  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiarj'  not  ex- 
ceeding five  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  trying  the 
same,  and  any  person  convicted  as  aforesaid  shall,  moreover, 
be  disqualified' from  holding  any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or 
trust  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 


And  passed — yeas  19,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  BuckaJeiv,  Carlile,  Davis,  Grimes,  Ilalo, 
Harlan,  Hendricks,  Hicks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  jl£> 
Ddugad,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Saulshury, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Willey— 19. 

Nays  — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Dixon,  Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  Howard,  Morgan,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Wilson— 13. 

Mr.  Harlan  entered  a  motion  to  reconsider. 
June  28 — The  Senate  refused  to  reconsider 
it — yeas  19,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness,  Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Howard,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ramsey,  Sprague,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  BuclcaUw,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson, //enrfWcArs,  Hicks, 
McDougall,  NcsmitJi,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saulshury, 
Sherman,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Willey — 23. 

The  bill  was  not  acted  upon  in  the  House. 
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Bill  for  Eeconstruction. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth.  Congress, 
IN  HOUSE. 

1863,  December  15 — Mr.  Henry  Winter  Da- 
vis moved  that  so  much  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
to  guarantee  a  republican  form  of  government  to 
the  States  in  which  the  governments  recognized 
by  the  United  States  have  been  abrogated  or 
overthrown,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  nine  to  report  the  bills  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  guar- 
antee; which  was  agreed  to — yeas  89,  nays  80. 

May  4 — The  House  passed  the  bill  reported 
from  the  committee — yeas  74,  nays  66,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
A.shley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boutwell, 
Eraudegeo,  Broomall,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Dawes,  Demins,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eliot,  Famsworth, 
Fenton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  A.  W. 
Hubbard,  J.  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis 
W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Littlejolin,  Loan,  Longj-ear, 
Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard 
Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham, 
Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  II.  Kice, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Thayer,  Upson,  AVilliam  B.  Washburn, 
Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,   Windom,  Woodbridge — 74:. 

Nats — Messrs.  IViUiam  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  J.  B.  Blair,  Brooks,  J.  S.  Brown,  W.  G.  Brown,  Chan- 
ler.  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  EMridge, 
English,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Benja- 
min G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holinan,  Philip 
Johnson,  William  Johnson,  Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lw- 
zear,  LcBlond,  Long,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McDowell,  McKin- 
ney,  Middletr/n,  Morris,  Morrison,  Noble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill, 
Pendleton,  Perry,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William.  H. 
Randall,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steele,  William  G.Sleelo,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Ward, 
Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Teaman — 66. 

The  preamble  to  the  bill,  which  was  in  these 
words — 

Whereas  the  so-called  Confederate  States  are  a  public 
enemy,  waging  an  unjust  war,  whose  injustice  is  so  glaring 
tliat  they  have  no  right  to  claim  the  mitigation  of  the  ex- 
treme rights  of  war  which  are  accorded  by  modern  usage 
U>  an  enemy  who  has  a  right  to  consider  the  war  a  just  one ; 
and  whereas  none  of  the  States  which,  by  a  regularly  re- 
corded majority  of  its  citizens,  have  joined  the  so-called 
Southern  Confederacy,  can  be  considered  and  treated  as  en- 
titled to  be  represented  in  Congress,  or  to  take  any  part  in 
the  political  government  of  the  Union :  Therefore — 

was  rejected — yeas  57,  nays  75,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  T).  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broom- 
all,  Colo,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Ec!cley, 
Eliot,  Frank,  Garfield,  Grinnell,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss, 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  U.   Hubbard,  Julian.  Kaason, 


Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  littlejohn,  Loan,  Longyear, 
McBride,  McClurg,  Moorhead,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson, 
Perham,  Pike,  Price,  John  H,  Rice,  Edward  H,  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Shannon,  bloau,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Upsou,  Wil- 
liam B.  iVashbrnn,  Williams,  Wilder,    Woodbridge — 57. 

NAY.S — Messrs.  Wni.  J.  Alh-n,  Ancona,  Arnold,  Augustus 
C.  B  ddwin,  Jacoh  B,  Blair,  Blow,  Brooks.  James  S-  Brovm, 
William  G.  Brown,  CVicinter,  Clay,  Coo;,  Creswell,  /Jaii'son, 
Denison.  Eden,  Eldridge,  Farnsworth,  Fenton,  Finck,  Gan- 
son,  Grider,  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
Clias.  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hulburd,  Philip  John- 
srni,  Orl.audo  Kellogg,  Kernan,  Knapp,  La^v,  Lazear,  Le 
Blond,  Long,  Marcy.  Marvin,  ,3/c^K?'ste?",  Mclndoe,  Midair 
ton,  Morrill,  Noble,  Moses  F.  Oddl.John  O'Neill,  Pendleton, 
Perry,  Pomeroy,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H. 
Randall,  Alexander  H,  Rice,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Sco- 
field, Scott,  Smith,  Smithers,  John  B.  Steele,  Wm.  G-  Steele, 
Stiles,  Strouse,  StuaH,  Thayer,  Ward.  Webster,  Whaley, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Wilson,  Win- 
dom,  Yeaman — 75, 

The  bill  authorizes  the  President  to  appoint 
in  each  of  the  States  declared  in  rebellion,  a 
Provisional  Governor,  with  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  a  brigadier ;  to  be  charged  with  the 
civil  administration  until  a  State  government 
therein  shall  be  recognized.  As  soon  as  the 
military  resistance  to  the  United  States  shall 
have  been  suppressed,  and  the  people  sufBciently 
returned  to  their  obedience  to  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  the  Governor  shall  direct  the  marshal 
of  the  United  States  to  enroll  all  the  white  male 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  resident  in  the 
State  in  their  respective  counties,  and  when- 
ever a  majority  of  them  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, the  loyal  people  of  the  State  shall  be  en- 
titled to  elect  delegates  to  a  convention  to  act 
upon  the  re-establishment  of  a  State  govern- 
ment— the  proclamation  to  contain  details  pre- 
scribed. Qualified  voters  in  the  army  may  vote 
in  their  camps.  No  person  who  has  held  or 
exercised  any  civil,  military.  State,  or  Confede- 
rate office,  under  the  rebel  occupation,  and  who 
has  voluntarily  borne  arms  against  the  United 
States,  shall  vote  or  be  eligible  as  a  delegate. 
The  convention  is  required  to  insert  in  the  con- 
stitution provisions — 

1st,  No  person  who  has  held  or  exercised  any  civil  or 
military  office,  (except  offices  merely  ministerial  and  mili- 
tary offices  below  a  colonel,)  State  or  Confederate,  under 
the  usurping  power,  shall  vote  for,  or  be  a  member  of  the 
legislature  or  governor, 

•    2d,  Involuntary  servitude  is  forever  prohibited,  and  the 
freedom  of  all  persons  is  guaranteed  in  said  f?tate. 

3d,  No  debt.  State  or  Confederate,  created  by  or  under 
the  sanction  of  the  usurping  power,  shall  be  recognized  or 
paid  by  the  State. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  by  the 
convention,  and  its  ratification  by  the  electors 
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of  the  State,  the  Provisional  Governor  shall  so 
certify  to  the  President,  who,  after  obtaining 
the  assent  of  Congress,  shall,  by  proclamation, 
recognize  the  government  as  established,  and 
none  other,  as  tlie  constitutional  government  of 
the  State ;  and  from  the  date  of  such  recogni- 
tion, and  not  before,  senators  and  representa- 
tives and  electors  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident may  be  elected  in  such  State.  Until  re- 
organization the  Provisional  Governor  shall 
enforce  the  laws  of  the  Union  and  of  the  State 
before  the  rebellion 

The  remaining  sections  are  as  follows: 

Sec.  12.  That  all  persons  held  to  involuntary  servitiide  or 
labor  in  the  States  aforesaid  are  hereby  emancipated  and 
discharged  therefrom,  and  they  and  their  posterity  shall  be 
forever  free.  And  if  any  such  persons  or  their  posterity 
shall  be  restrained  of  liberty,  under  pretence  of  any  claim 
to  such  service  or  labor,  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
shall,  on  hnheas  cr/rpus,  discharge  them. 

Sec.  13.  That  if  any  person  declared  free  by  this  act,  or 
any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  any  proclamation  of  the 
President,  be  restrained  of  liberty,  with  intent  to  be  held  in 
or  reduced  to  involuntary  servitude  or  labor,  the  person 
convicted  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  of  such 
act  shall  be  punished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  Sl,500,  and  be 
imprisoned  not  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  twenty  years. 

Sec.  14.  That  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  hold  or 
exercise  any  office,  civil,  or  military,  except  ofHces  merely 
ministerial  and  military  offices  below  the  grade  of  colonel, 
in  the  rebel  service,  State  or  confederate,  is  hereby  declared 
not  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

IN  SENATE. 

May  27 — Mr.  Wade,  from  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  reported  the  bill  with  two  amend- 
ments ;  one  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  pro- 
visional Governor  at  $3,000  a  year,  and  the 
other  striking  out  the  word  "white"  wherever 
it  occurs. 

The  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
July  1 — Mr.  Brown  offered  this  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  bill: 

That  when  the  inhabitants  of  any  State  have  been  de- 
clared in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United  States 
by  proclamation  of  the  President,  by  force  and  virtue  of 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  ou  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  July 
13,  1S(j1,  thoy  shall  bo,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  in- 
capable .of  casting  any  vote  for  electors  of  President  or 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  or  of  electing  Senators 
or  Representatives  in  Congress,  until  said  insurrection  in 
gaid  State  is  suppressed  or  abandoned  and  said  inhabitants 
have  retiu-ncd  to  their  obedience  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  nor  until  such  return  to  obedience  shall  be 
declared  by  proclamation  of  the  President  issued  by  virtue 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  hereafter  to  be  passed  authorizing 
the  same. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  17,  nays  16,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittlo, 
(rrimos,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
McDoufjaU,  Foivcll,  Richardson,  Riddle,  SauUhury,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Winkle — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Hale,  Harlan, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  Slorgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sher- 
man, Sprague,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 16. 

Mr.  SuMNEB  proposed  the  following  new 
section  : 

TO   MAKE   THE  EMANCTPATIOX  PROCLAMATION  A   STATUTE. 

That  the  proclamation  of  emancipation  issued  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1803,  so  far  as  the  same  declares  that  the  slaves  in  certain 
designated  States  and  parts  of  States  thenceforward  should 
be  free,  is  hereby  adopted  and  enacted  as  a  statute  of  the 
United  States,  and  as  a  rule  and  article  for  the  government 
of  the  military  and  naval  forces  thereof. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  II,   nays  21,   as 
follows  : 
Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Conness,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 


gan, MorriU,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Snmner,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 

Wilson— 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  CarUU,  IMvis,  DooUttle,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, McDougall,  Poivdl,  Richardson,  Riddli,  Saulshury, 
Sherman,  Sprague,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle — 21. 

The  Senate  adopted  the  amendment  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole — yeas  20,  nays  13,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Carlile,  Da><$,  Doolittle,  Grimes, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  EendricTcs,  Johnson.  Lane  of 
Indiana,  McDour/aU,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Richardson,  Riddle, 
Saulsbury,  Sprague,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle — 20. 

Nats — Messrs.  Clark,  Conness,  Hale,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Stimner,  Ten  Eyck, 
AVade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 13. 

And  the  bill  passed — yeas  26,  nays  3,  as  fol 
lows :  •  ■* 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Conness,  Doolittle, 
Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Johnson,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Pomeroy,  Ram- 
sey, Riddle,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Ejck,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 26. 

Nays — Messrs.  Davis,  Powell,  Saulshury — 3. 

July  2 — The  House  non  concurred  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  asked  a  Com- 
mittee of  Conference ;  but  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion, receded  from  its  amendments — (thus  pass- 
ing the  House  bill) — yeas  18,  nays  14,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Foot, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan.  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  W'ade,  Wilkinson, 
Wilson— 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Hen- 
derson, Hendricks,  Lane  of  Indiana,  McDouijall,  Powell, 
Riddle,  Saulshury,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  A'an  Winkle— 14. 

THE  president's  PEOCLAMATION   RESPECTING  IT. 

The  President  failed  to  approve  this  bill ; 
and,  July  8,  1864,  issued  this  proclamation 
respecting  it: 

Whereas,  at  the  late  session,  Congress  passed 
a  bill  "  to  guarantee  to  certain  States,  whose 
governments  have  been  usurped  or  overthrown, 
a  republican  form  of  government,"  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed  ; 

And  whereas  the  said  bill  was  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  ap- 
proval less  than  one  hour  before  the  sine  die 
adjournment  of  said  session,  and  was  not  signed 
by  Jiim  T 

And  whereas  the  said  bill  contains,  among 
other  things,  apian  for  restoring  the  States  in  re- 
bellion to  their  proper  practical  relation  in  the 
Union,  which  plan  expresses  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress upon  that  subject,  and  which  plan  it  is 
now  thought  fit  to  lay  before  the  people  for 
their  consideration  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  do  proclaim,  declare, 
and  make  known,  that,  while  I  am  (as  I  was  in 
December  last,  when  by  proclamation  I  pro- 
pounded a  plan  for  restoration)  unprepared,  by 
a  formal  approval  of  this  bill,  to  be  inflexibly 
committed  to  any  single  plan  of  restoration  ; 
and,  while  I  am  also  unprepared  to  declare  that 
the  free  State  constitutions  and  governmenta 
already  adopted  and  installed  in  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  shall  be  set  aside  and  held  for 
nought,  thereby  repelling  and  discouraging  the 
loyal  citizens  who  have  set  up  the  same  as  to 
further  effort,  or  to  declare  a  constitutional 
competency  in  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  io 
States,  but  am  at  the  same  time  sincerely  hop- 
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ing  and  expecting  that  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment abolishing  slavery  throughout  the  nation 
may  be  adopted,  nevertheless  I  am  fully  satis- 
fied with  t^he  system  for  restoration  contained 
in  the  bill  as  one  very  proper  plan  for  the  loyal 
people  of  any  State  choosing  to  adopt  it,  and 
that  I  am,  and  at  all  times  shall  be,  prepared 
to  give  the  Executive  aid  and  assistance  to 
any  such  people,  so  soon  as  the  military  resist- 
ance to  the  United  States  shall  have  been  sup- 
pressed in  any  such  State,  and  the  people 
thereof  shall  have  sufficiently  returned  to  their 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  cases  Military  Govern- 
ors will  be  appointed,  with  directions  to  proceed 
according  to  the  bill. 

ELECTORAL  VOTE  OF  REBEL  STATES. 

June  13 — Mr.  Garfield  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  resolving  that  no  State  declared  to 
be  in  rebellion  by  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent is  entitled  to  appoint  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President,  and  that  no  electoral  vote 
from  any  such  btate  shall  be  received  or  counted 
until  both  Houses  of  Congress,  by  concurrent 
action,  shall  have  recognized  a  State  govern- 
ment in  such  State. 

It  was  read  a  first  and  second  time ;  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time, 
under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question, 
when  the  following  proceedings  took  place : 

Mr.  McKiNXEY.  Is  it  in  order  to  inquire  whether  >tr. 
Johnson  could  be  a  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency  under 
thiit  rule? 

The  Speaker.    It  is  not  in  order  to  make  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Blaine.    Is  it  too  late  now  to  raise  a  point  of  order? 

The  Speaker.  It  is  entirely  too  late.  The  joint  resolu- 
tion has  received  its  third  reading,  and  the  main  question 
has  been  ordered  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Blaine.    Has  the  morning  hour  expired  1 

The  Speaker.  It  has ;  but  the  Ilouse  has  ordered  the 
main  question  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  Blaine.  I  move  to  lay  the  joint  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  104,  nays  33,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  0.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Allison, 
Ames,  Anderson,  Baily,  Augustus  C. Baldwin,  John  D.Bald- 
win, Blaine,  Bhiir,  Bliss,  Boutwell,  Brools,-James  S. Brown, 
Chanter,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Coif- 
rnth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawes,  Detiiscm,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Eden, 
Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  Enr/lish,  Farnsworlh,  Fenton, 
F.nck,  Frank,  Ganson.  Gooch,  Grider,  Griswold,  Harding, 
Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Ha-riclc.  Holman,  Ilotch- 
kLss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Hatchins,  In.2;ersoll,  .Tenckes, 
William  Johnson,  Kalbjleisch,  Francis  W.  K"lloj:.2:,  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Keman,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Le  Bloml,  Littlejohn, 
Marcij,  rfarvin,  McDowell,  Mclndoe,  McKiuney,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  }V.'lliam  H.  Miller,  TsloovhcAd,  James  It.  Morris,  Amoa 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill, 
Orth,  Pen'/leton,  Perham,  Pike,  Price,  Prwjn,  Radford,  Alex- 
ander II.  Rice,  John  II.  Rice,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins, 
Ross,  Scofield,  Sloan,  Smith,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.Steele, 
Stilts,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Wadsworth, 
Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Chil'tm  A.  White,  Joseph  W. 
White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Fernando  Wood — 101. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alley,  Ashley,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow, 
Brandegee,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T. 
Davis.  Donnelly,  Eckley,  Garfield,  lligby,  Hooper,  John  H. 
Uubl)ard,  Julian,  Kelley,  Lazear,  Longyear,  McClurg,  Mor- 
rill, Daniel  Morris,  Norton,  Shannon,  Smithers,  SpabUng, 
Stirr,  Stevens,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Williams,  Wood- 
bridge — 53. 

June  20 — Mr.  Ashley  asked  leave  to  offer 
this  joint  resolution,  but  it  was  objected  to  : 

Resolved,  (f-c.  That  when  the  inhabitants  of  any  State 
have  boon  declared  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the 
United  States  by  proclamation  of  the  President,  by  force 
and  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  July  13, 1861,  they  shall  be  and  are  hereby 


declared  to  be  incapable  of  casting  any  vote  for  elec- 
tors of  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  electing  Senators  or  Representatives  in  iCongross,  until 
said  insurrection  in  said  State  is  suppressed  or  abandoned, 
and  said  inhabitants  have  returned  to  their  obedience  t» 
the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  nof 
until  such  return  to  obedience  shall  be  declared  by  procla» 
mation  of  the  President,  issued  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress authorizing  the  same. 

PROPOSED    APPOINTMENT    OP  COMMISSION    OP 
INQUIRY. 

June  22 — Mr.  Dawes,  from  the  Committee 
on  Elections,  in  the  application  of  certain  per- 
sons to  be  received  as  Representatives  from 
Arkansas,  made  a  report,  which  closes  with 
this  joint  resolution  : 

Resolved,  d-e..  That  there  be  appointed  by  the  President,; 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  commission  con-' 
sisting  of  three  persons,  resident:*  of  States  not  involved  in 
the  present  rebellion,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  present  Congress  to  visit  those  States  declared 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  to  have  been  in  re- 
liellion,  and  which  have  already  taken  or  may  before  the 
next  session  of  the  present  Congress  tako  measures  to  es- 
tablish or  reorganize  State  governments,  and  after  careful 
axaniination  and  hearing  testimony  report  to  the  President 
for  the  informntion  of  Congress  at  as  early  day  in  the  fiext 
session  as  possible  all  such  evidence  as  they  may  be  able  to 
obtain  upon  the  question,  whether  the  loyal  people  in  any 
such  States  have  succeeded  in  re-establisliing  a  State  gov- 
ernment, to  what  extent  b^A\  State  government  represents 
and  has  the  support  of  the  loyal  people  in  such  State,  and 
what  is  tlie  ability  of  such  people  therein  to  maintain  tha 
same  against  domestic  violence. 

Resolved  further.  That  until  Congress  shall  be  satisfied 
upon  evidence  submitted  to  them  that  the  rebellion  has  so 
far  been  suppressed  in  any  such  State  that  there  has  been 
established  therein  a  State  government,  republican  in  form, 
and  prohibiting  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  same,  and 
so  lirmly  established  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  itself  ag.iinst 
domestic  \iolence,  representation  from  any  such  State 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  either  branch  of  Congress, 

Mr,  James  S,  Bhown,  from  the  Minority  Com- 
mittee, presented  these  resolutions  : 

Whereas  by  article  six  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  it  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof  are  d&- 
clared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  every  act  of 
secession  by  any  State  is  in  direct  violation  of  such  supreme 
laws:  Therefore, 

Resolvd,  That  the  acts  of  secession  by  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States  whose  people  are  now  in  rebellion  are 
mere  nvillities,  having  no  force  or  effect  to  change  the  rela- 
tion either  of  States  themselves  or  of  the  people  thereof 
toward  the  General  Government ;  and  that  by  such  acts  the 
people  neither  freed  themselves  from  the  penalties  attach- 
ing by  law  to  treason  nor  lost  any  rights  as  citizens  of  the 
States  and  United  States,  except  such  as  may  follow  upon 
conviction  of  crime ;  that  the  duty  of  the  people  of  such 
States  to  send  true  and  loyal  men  to  Congress,  and  the  right 
so  to  do  as  consequent  upon  the  duty,  still  remain  by  force 
of  <ho  Constitution,  requiring  no  act  of  the  President  or 
Congress  to  confirm  them;  that  no  State  can  under  the 
Constitution  assent  to  the  presence  of  armed  rebels  from 
other  States  within  its  borders,  and  that  any  act  of  the  au- 
thorities of  a  State  giving  such  assent  is  a  nullity ;  that  the 
entrance  of  such  armed  rebels  of  one  State  upon  Territories 
of  another  is  an  invasion  from  which  by  article  four  of  the 
Constitution  the  United  States  are  bound  to  protect  the 
invaded  State ;  that  this  obligation  of  protection  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  is  due  to  each  citizen  individually  as  a 
consequence  of  his  duty  of  allegiance,  and  continues  so 
long  as  there  is  a  single  loyal  citizen  in  a  State  oppressed 
by  such  invasion;  tliat  so  long  as  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  cannot  bo  enforced  in  any  con- 
gressional district  on  account  of  the  presence  of  armed 
rebels  there  can  be  no  free  election,  and  a  person  claiming 
a  seat  through  an  election  under  such  circumstances  should 
be  rejected. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  Constitution,  in  article  two, 
determines  the  qualitications  of  electors  for  Representatives, 
and  that  any  order  of  the  President  or  act  of  Congress 
changing  such  quaUfications  would  be  a  usuriiation  and  a 
nullity. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  whenever  by  pestilence, 
foreign  invasion,  or  domestic  conspiracy,  the  officers  of  a 
State  required  by  its  laws  to  conduct  an  election  have  been 
destroyed  or  carried  off,  the  St.ato  does  not  thereby  cease  to 
exist,  nor  do  its  people  forfeit  their  rights  as  citizens  of  the 
States  or  of  the  United  States,  but,  from  the  very  necessity 
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of  tho  case,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  impliedly  reserved 
to  the  people,  they  may,  in  a  practicable  and  reasonable 
manner,  supply  the  deficiency,  and  hold  an  elocUon,  con- 
ducting it,  however,  as  far  as  possible,  in  conformity  with 
the  existing  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  State ;  and  the 
duty  of  Congress  in  passing  upon  such  an  election  claimed 
to  be  held  under  such  circumstances  is  limited  to  ascertain- 
ing whether  it  was  a  fair  expression  of  a  majority  of  the 
people,  and  in  the  mode  of  conducting  it  departed  tVom  the 
general  laws  of  the  State  only  so  far  as  was  necessary  to 
supply  the  deficiency  of  officers  required  to  conduct  the 
election. 

jBe  it  further  resolved,  That  the  right  of  the  claimants 
from  Arlcansas  should  be  determined  by  the  principles  here 
enunciated ;  and  if  they  shall  satisfy  the  House  that  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State 
held  peaceful  sway  over  their  respective  districts,  that  in 
their  elections  they  departed  in  nothing  from  the  Constitu- 
tion and  existing  laws  of  that  State,  save  in  supplying 
requisite  officers,  and  that  they  received  a  vote  of  a  ma- 
jority in  their  respective  districts,  then  they  are  entitled  to 
Beats,  but  not  otherwise. 

A  motion  to  table  the  whole  subject  was  lost 
— yeas  43,  nays  63. 

A  motion  to  postpone  until  next  session,  was 
lost — yeas  50,  nays  78. 

June  29 — The  report  was  further  debated, 
wh^n,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  Ipid  on  the  table — yeas  80,  nays  47, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Allison,  Ancona,  Avfftis- 
tus  C.  Baldwin,  Beaman,  Blair,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boyd,  Brooks, 
Broomall,  James  S.  Brown,  Cole,  Cox,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deming,  Denison,  Dixon,  Driggs, 
Eden,  Edrjerton,  English,  Finch,  Griswold,  Hale,  JTerrick, 
Higby,  ilolman,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  U.  Hubbard, 
Hulburd,  Jenckes,  William  Johnson,  Kalbjleisch,  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Loan, 
Longycar,  McAllister,  McDowell,  Mclndoe,  McKinney,  Sam- 
uel F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  James  B.  Morris,  Morrison,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pen- 
dleton, Perham,  Perry,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Ra.ndall,  Robin- 
son, Ross,  Schencli,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Wil- 
liam G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Sirouse,  Stuart,  Thayer,  Web- 
ster, Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Williams,  Windom 
—SO. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley,  Baily, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Blaine,  Boutwell,  William  G.  Brown, 
Chanter,  Cobb,  Dawes,  Donnelly,  Ecklcy,  Eliot,  Farnsworth, 
Ganson,  Gooch,  Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M. 
Harris,  Hooper,  Hutchins,  JuUan,  Knox,  Littlejohn,  Long, 
Mallory,  Marcy,  McCIurg,  Morrill,  Odell,  John  O^Neill,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  John  H.  Kice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rol- 
lins, Scofield,  Thomas,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B. 
Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,   Winfield — 47 

FREE  STATE  GOVEKNMENT  IN  ARKANSAS. 

June   10 — Mr.  Lane  of  Kansas,   introduced 

this  joint  resolution: 

For  the  recognition  of  the  free  State  government  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas. 

Wliereas  the  President  of  tho  United  States,  by  procla- 
mation of  the  1st  of  January,  A.  D.  1863,  did,  among  other 
things,  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  "  people"  of  Arkansas 
"are  this  day  in  rebellion"  against  the  United  States;  and 
where:us  the  loyal  people  of  tho  State  of  Arkansas  have, 
since  that  time,  by  a  free  and  untrammelled  vote,  organized 
and  have  in  operation  a  State  government  upon  a  free  basis 
and  republican  in  form;  and  whereas,  pending  tho  organ- 
ization of  said  government,  the  President  of  tho  United 
States  did,  by  proclamation  of  tiie  8th  day  of  December,  A. 
D.  1803,  invite,  among  others,  the  people  of  Arkansas  to 
organize  a  loyal  State  government  upon  a  free  basis;  and 
whereas  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  approved  said 
organization  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  oflicially  recog- 
nized the  same:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved,  <£c.,  Tliat  so  much  of  the  proclamation  or 
proclamations  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  so 
much  ot  all  laws  of  Congress,  as  declares  the  people  or  State 
of  Arkansas  in  rebellion,  be,  and  is  hereby,  declared  inop- 
erative and  void. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  present  organized  government  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recognized,  upon  the 
condition  that  slavery  and  involuntaiy  servitude  .shall 
never  exist  in  said  State,  excei)t  as  a  punishment  for  crime. 

June  11 — Mr.  Lane  of  Kansas,  offered  this 
additional  resolution  : 
Seg.  3.  Thai  this  joint  resolution  shall  be  iu  force  from 


and  after  tho  acceptance  of  its  provisions  by  the  people  c* 

tho  said  State  and  proclamation  of  the  same  by  the  Fresi- 
deut  of  the  United  States. 

He  also  oifered  this  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
furnish  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  correspondence,  orders, 
and  documents  on  tile  in  the  Departments  in  relation  to  tha 
organization  by  the  loyal  people  of  Arkansas  of  the  free 
Slate  government  of  that  State. 

June  13 — The  Senate  considered  the  joint 
resolution  ;  refused — yeas  5,  (Messrs.  Chandler, 
Howard,  Richardson,  Sumner,  Wade,)  nays 
32,  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  and  then 
referred  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  with  it  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Sumnee, 
oifered  May  27,  as  follows  : 

That  a  State  pretending  to  secede  from  the  Union  and 
battliug  against  the  national  Government  to  maintain  th.s 
prctousioii  must  be  regarded  as  a  rebel  State,  subject  to 
military  occupation,  and  without  title  to  representation  on 
this  floor  until  it  has  been  readmitted  by  a  vote  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress  ;  and  the  Senate  will  decline  to  enter- 
tain any  application  from  any  such  rebel  State  until  alter 
such  vote  of  both  Houses  ef  Congress. 

ADMISSION    OF    SENATORS    FROM    ARKANSAS. 

IN  SENATE. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

1864,  June  27 — Mr.  Trumbull  made  tkia 
report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  credentials  of  William  M.  Fishback  and  Elisha  Bax- 
,ter,  claiming  seats  from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  report : 
That  the  credentials  are  presented  in  due  form,  purport- 
ing to  be  under  the  seal  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  to 
be  signed  by  Isaac  Murphy,  Governor  thereof;  and  if  the 
right  to  seats  wore  to  be  determined  by  an  inspection  of 
the  credentials,  Messrs.  Fishback  and  Baxter  would  be  en- 
titled to  be  sworn  as  members  of  this  body.  It  is,  how- 
ever, admitted  by  the  persons  claiming  seats,  and  known 
to  the  country,  that  in  the  spring  of  1861,  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas, through  its  constituted  authorities,  undertook  to 
secede  from  the  Union,  set  up  a  government  in  hostility  to 
the  United  Stiitcs,  and  maintain  the  same  by  force  of  arms. 
Congress,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Arkansas 
and  some  other  States  similarly  situated  passed  an  act, 
July  13, 1861,  authorizing  the  President,  in  case  of  an  in- 
surrection in  any  State  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  when  the  insurgents  claimed  to  act  under  au. 
thority  of  the  State,  and  such  claim  was  not  repudiated, 
nor  the  insurrection  suppressed  by  the  persons  exersising 
the  functions  of  government  in  such  State,  to  declare  the 
inhabitants  of  such  Stale  or  part  thereof  where  such  insur- 
rection existed,  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the 
United  States  ;  and  that,  thereupon,  all  commercial  inter- 
course by  and  between  the  same  and  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  except  under  license  and  upon  certain  condi- 
tions, should  cease  and  be  unlawful  so  long  as  such  condi- 
tion of  hostility  should  continue. 

In  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  President,  August  16, 1861, 
issued  his  proclamation  declaring  the  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  except  the  inhabitants  of  such  parts 
thereof  as  should  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union 
and  the  Constitution,  or  might  be  from  time  to  time  occu- 
pied and  controlled  by  forces  of  the  United  States  engaged 
in  tlie  dispersion  of  said  insurgents,  to  be  in  a  state  of  in- 
surrection against  the  United  States,  and  that  all  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  tliem  and  citizens  of  other  States 
was  and  would  be  unlawful,  except  when  carried  on  under 
special  license,  until  such  insurrection  should  cease.  At 
tlie  date  of  this  proclamation  no  part  of  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas was  occupied  and  controlled  by  tlie  forces  of  the  United 
States,  nor  did  tlie  inhabitants  of  any  part  of  the  State,  at 
that  time,  publicly  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union 
and  the  Constitution.  Hence,  upon  the  issuing  of  said  proc- 
lamation, a  state  of  hostility  or  civil  war  existed  between 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  the  United 
States,  and  there  was  not  at  that  time  any  organized  author- 
ity in  Arkansas,  loyal  to  the  Constitution,  competent  t<> 
choose  or  appoint  Senators  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
claimed,  however,  that  since  that  period  the  State,  or  the 
greater  portion  of  it,  lias  been  occupied  and  controlled  by 
the  fircesof  the  United  States,  engaged  in  the  dispersion  of 
tho  insurgents,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  State,  loyal  • 
to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  have  reorganized  their 
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state  government,  and  have  the  right,  through  the  Legis- 
lature they  have  instituted,  to  choose  two  Senators  for  said 
State. 

The  Constitutiop  declares  that "  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  sliall  bo  coDiposed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof,  for  six  years,"  and  makes 
each  House  "the  judge  of  the  election,  returns,  and  qualifi- 
cations of  its  own  members."  In  the  investigation  of  the 
claimants'  right  to  seats,  the  first  question  to  be  determined 
is,  was  the  body  by  whom  they  were  elected  clothed  with 
authority  to  elect  Senators ;  in  other  words,  was  it,  in  a 
constitutional  sense,  "the  Legislature  of  Arkansas?" 

A  question  similar  to  this  arose  some  years  since  between 
Robbins  and  Potter,  each  claiming  to  have  been  elected 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  Khode  Island,  though  by  dif- 
ferent bodies.  In  that  case  the  Senate  was  called  upon  to 
decide,  and  did  decide,  which  of  the  two  bodies,  each  claim- 
ing to  be  legitimate,  was  the  Legislature  contemplated  by 
the  Constitution.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
In  the  case  of  Luther  vs.  Borden,  growing  out  of  the  politi- 
cal  ditlieultios  in  Rhode  Island  in  1841  and  1842,  held  that 
"  when  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  a  State  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  councils  of  the  Union,  the  authority  of  the 
government  under  which  they  are  appointed,  as  well  as  its 
republican  character,  is  recognized  by  the  proper  constitu- 
tional authority.  And  its  decision  is  binding  on  every  other 
department  of  the  GoTcrnmcnt." 

The  claimants  laid  before  the  committee  a  statement  of 
the  circiimstances  attencUng  the  assembling  of  the  body  by 
which  they  Avere  elected,  in  which,  after  detailing  the  con- 
dition of  the  State  while  under  rebel  control,  and  prior  to 
September,  1SG3,  they  say:  "Upon  the  advent  of  the  Union 
army  the  rebels  in  the  State,  guerrillas  and  all,  fi^r  the  most 
part  left  with  their  armies,  leaving  aliout  two-thirds  of  the 
State  comparatively  free  from  guerrilla  depredation. 

"The  Union  men  came  flocking  from  the  mountains, 
where  they  had  lain  for  two  years,  to  the  Federal  standard, 
and  nearly  every  man  whom  the  medical  examiners  would 
receive  joined  the  Federal  army. 

"Those  who  were  rejected,  (and  their  number  was  enor- 
mous, their  constitutions  having  been  broken  by  exposure 
and  their  hardships,)  and  those  whom  ckcumstances  pre- 
vented from  joining  the  army,  found  themselves,  so  far  as 
law  was  concerned,  in  a  state  of  chaos.  Many  of  them, 
living  remote  from  military  posts,  had  not  even  the  protec- 
tion of  military  law. 

'•  Immediately  they  began  to  agitate  the  question  of  a  re- 
organ  zation  of  their  State  government,  'ihey  first  moved 
Jn  primary  meetings,  and  on  the  oOth  of  October,  1863,  they 
held  a  mass  meeting  in  the  city  of  Fort  Smith,  in  which 
some  twenty  counties  are  said  to  have  been  represented, 
and  at  which  they  called  upon  all  counties  in  the  State  to 
elect  delegates  (after  having  elected  commissioners  of  elec- 
tion) to  a  State  convention,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Little 
Kock  on  the  8th  day  of  January,  18G4,fcir  the  purpose  of  so 
amending  the  constitution  as  to  abolish  slavery.  Simul- 
taneously with  this  meeting,  meetings  were  held  in  a  num- 
ber of  other  counties.  In  every  single  one  (in  ignorance  of 
the  action  of  others  in  many  instances)  they  declared  for  a 
convention  and  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

"Commissioners  of  election  were  first  elected,  and  they 
held  the  election  for  the  delegates. 

"All  this  was  prior  to  the  President's  amnesty  proclama- 
tion. 

"When  the  convention  met,  forty-five  delegates  were 
present,  representing  about  one-lialf  of  the  State.  (.Several 
of  the  delegates  failed  to  attend.)  They  repudiated  the  rebel 
debt,  State  and  Confederate,  abolished  slavery,  and  sub- 
mitted the  constitution  to  the  people  for  their  ratification. 
Tliey  also  provided  for  taking  the  vote  for  State  and  county 
officers,  and  members  of  the  legislature  at  the  same  time 
with  the  vote  for  the  ratification  of  the  constitution. 

"  The  result  of  those  elections  was  12.177  for  the  consti- 
tution and  '.:26  against  it,  an  election  of  State  and  county 
officers,  an  election  of  delegates  to  the  lower  house  of  Con- 
gress, and  a  representation  in  the  State  legislature  from 
forty-six  of  the  fifty-four  counties  of  the  State." 

The  number  of  persons  in  Arkansas  wlio  voted  for  Presi- 
dent in  18(50  was  54,053,  less  than  one-fourth  of  whom  as 
appears  from  the  statement  of  the  claimants,  took  part  in 
the  reorganization  of  the  State  government.  This,  however, 
would  not  be  fatal  to  the  reorganization,  if  all  who  were 
loyal  to  t!ie  Union  had  an  opportunity  to  participate,  and 
the  State  was  free  from  military  control.  Such,  Iiowever, 
is  understood  not  to  have  been  the  case.  The  President 
had  not  then,  nor  luvs  he  up  to  this  time,  recalled  his  proc- 
lamation, which  declared  tlie  inlialiitants  (if  Arkansas  in  a 
state  of  insurrection  against  tlie  Uniti-d  States,  nor  was 
there  any  evidence  before  the  committee  that  said  insur- 
rection had  ceased  or  been  suppre.ssed.  At  tlie  time  when 
the  body  which  chose  the  claimants  was  elected,  when  it  as- 
Bombled,  and  at  this  time,  the  State  of  Arkansas  is  occupied 
by  Uostilo  armies,  which  exercise  supreme  authority  within 
21 


the  districts  subject  to  their  control.  WTiile  a  portion  of 
Arkansas  is  at  this  very  time,  iis  the  committee  are  in- 
formed, in  the  actual  possession  and  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  other  parts  of  the 
State  are  only  held  in  subordination  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union  by  the  strong  arm  of  military  power.  While  this 
state  of  things  continues,  and  the  right  to  exercise  armed 
authority  over  a  large  part  of  the  State  is  claimed  and  ex- 
erted by  the  military  power,  it  cannot  be  said  that  a  civil 
government,  set  up  and  continued  only  by  the  sufferance  of 
the  military,  is  that  republican  form  of  government  which 
the  Constitution  requires  the  United  States  to  guarantee  to 
every  State  in  the  Union. 

When  the  rebellion  in  Arkansas  shall  have  been  so  far 
suppressed  that  the  loyal  inhabitants  thereof  shall  bo  free 
to  re-establish  their  State  government  upon  a  republican 
foundation,  or  to  recognize  the  one  already  set  up,  and  by 
the  aid  and  not  in  subordination  to  the  military  to  main- 
tain the  same,  they  will  then,  and  not  before,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  committee,  bo  entitled  to  a  representation  in 
Congress,  and  to  participate  in  the  administration  of  the 
Federal  Government.  Lelieving  that  such  a  state  of  things 
did  not  at  the  time  the  claimants  were  elected,  and  doea 
not  now,  exist  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  the  committee 
recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution : 

Rcsnlved,  That  William  SI.  Fishback  and  Elisha  Baxter 
are  not  entitled  to  seats  as  Senators  from  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

1864,  June  29 — The  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  was  adopted — yeas  27, 
nays  6,  as  follows  : 
Yeas — Messrs.     Anthony,    Brown,   Buckalew,    Carlile, 

Chandler,  Clark,  Cowan,  !i>am,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Fosterj 
Hale,  Ilarlan,  Harris,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Powell, 
Ramsey,  Riddle,  SauUbury,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson— 27. 

Nays — Messrs.  Doolittle,  Hicks,  Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
JVesmilh,  Fomeroy — 6. 

Process  of  Reconstruction. 

In  Arkansas,  a  new  State  government  is  or- 
ganized with  Isaac  Murphy,  Governor,  who  was 
reported  to  have  received  nearly  16,000  votes 
at  a  called  election.     The  other  State  officera 


Lieutenant  (Jovernor,  C.  C.  Bliss;  Secretary  of  State,  R. 
J.  T.White  ;  Auditor,  J.  B.  Berry ;  Treasurer,  E.  D.  Ayers ; 
Attorney  General,  C.  T.  Jordan;  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  T.  D.  W.  Yowley,  C.  A.  Harper,  E.  Baker. 

The  legislature  also  elected  Senators,  but 
neither  Senators  nor  Representatives  obtained 
their  seats. 

In  Louisiana,  a  free  State  government  haa 
also  been  organized — Michael  Hahn,  Governor. 
The  clause  in  the  constitution  abolishing  slavery 
was  adopted  in  convention — yeas  72,  nays  13. 
The  legislature  is  prohibited  from  passing  any 
law  recognizing  the  right  of  property  in  slaves. 
At  the  election  for  Governor,  10,725  votes  were 
polled  ;  one  parish,  (Terrebonne,)  630  votes,  not 
in  the  official  count.  J.  Madison  Wells  is  Lieu- 
tenant Governor;  Stanislaus  VVrotnowski, Secre- 
tary of  Sate  ;  J.  0.  Belden,  Treasurer ;  B.  L. 
Lynch,  Attorney  General ;  A.  P.  Dostie,  Audi- 
tor ;  John  McNair,  School  Superintendent. 

In  Virginia,  the  constitutional  convention, 
recently  in  session  in  Alexandria,  abolished 
slavery — yeas  13,  nays  1,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Beach,  Boush,  Downey,  Dix,  Edwards,  Co- 
ver, Ilenshaw,  Ilawxhurst,  Penn,  Thomas,  Tennis,  Wood, 
Watkins    13. 

Nays— Mr.  Moore. 

IN    LOUISIANA. 

1863,  June  19 — The  President  wrote  this  let- 
ter: 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  June  19,  1863. 
Gentlemen  :  Since  receiving  your  letter,  re- 
liable information  has  reached  me  that  a  re- 
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epectable  portion  of  the  Louisiana  people  desire 
to  amend  their  State  constitution,  and  contem- 
plate holding  a  convention  for  that  object. 
This  fact  alone,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  sufficient 
reason  whj^  the  General  Government  should  not 
give  the  committee  the  authority  you  seek,  to 
act  under  the  existing  State  constitution.  I 
may  add,  that  vehile  I  do  not  perceive  how  such 
a  committee  could  facilitate  our  military  opera- 
tions in  Louisiana,  I  really  apprehend  it  might 
be  so  used  as  to  embarrass  thera. 

As  to  an  election  to  be  held  in  November, 
there  is  abundant  time  without  any  order  or 
proclamation  from  me  just  now.  The  people  of 
Louisiana  shall  not  lack  an  opportunity  for  a 
fair  election  for  both  Federal  and  State  officers 
by  want  of  anything  within  my  power  to  give 
them. 

Your  obedient  servant,  A.  LINCOLN. 

in  arkansas. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  January  20,  1864. 
Major  General  Steele:  Sundry  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Arkansas  petition  me  that  an  elec- 
tion may  be  held  in  that  State,  at  which  to 
elect  a  Governor ;  that  it  be  assumed  at  that 
election,  and  thenceforward,  that  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  State,  as  before  the  rebel- 
lion, are  in  full  force,  except  that  the  constitu- 
tion is  so  modified  as  to  declare  that  there  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude, 
except  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted  ;  that 
the  General  Assembly  may  make  such  provi- 
sions for  the  freed  people  as  shall  recognize 
and  declare  their  permanent  freedom,  and  pro- 
vide for  their  education,  and  which  may  yet  be 
construed  as  a  temporary  arrangement,  suitable 
to  their  present  conditipn  as  a  laboring,  land- 
less, and  homeless  class ;  that  said  election 
shall  be  held  on  the  28th  March,  1864,  at  all 
the  usual  places  of  the  State,  for  all  such  voters 
as  may  attend  for  that  purpose  ;  that  the  voters 
attending  at  each  place  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  said  day  may  choose  judges  and 
clerks  of  election  for  that  purpose;  that  all 
persons  qualified  by  said  constitution  and 
laws,  and  taking  the  oath  presented  in  the 
President's  proclamation  of  December  8,  1863, 
either  before  or  at  the  election,  and  none  others, 
may  be  voters;  that  each  set  of  judges  and 
clerks  may  make  returns  directly  to  you  on  or 

before  the day  of next ;  that  in 

all  other  respects  said  election  may  be  con- 
ducted according  to  said  modified  constitution 
and  laws  ;  that,  on  receipt  of  said  returns, 
when  5,406  votes  shall  have  been  cast,  you  can 
receive  said  votes  and  ascertain  all  who  shall 
thereby   appear    to  have   been   elected;    that, 

on   the day  of next,  all  persons 

so  appearing  to  have  been  elected,  who  shall 
appear  before  you  at  Little  Rock  and  tnke  the 
oath,  to  be  by  you  severally  administered,  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  modified  cocstitution  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  shall  be  declared  by  you  qualified 
and  empowered  to  immediately  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  the  offices  to  which  they  shall  have 
been  respectively  elected. 


You  will  please  order  an  election  to  take 
place  on  the  28th  of  March,  1864,  and  returns 
to  be  made  in  fifteen  days  thereafter. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  18,  1864. 

To  WttLIAM  M.   FlSHBACK  : 

When  I  formed  a  plan  for  an  election  in  Ar- 
kansas, I  did  it  in  ignorance  that  your  conven- 
tion was  at  the  same  work.  Since  I  learned 
the  latter  ftict,  I  have  been  constantly  trying  to 
yield  my  plan  to  them.  I  have  sent  two  letters 
to  General  Steele,  and  three  or  four  dispatches 
to  you  and  others,  saying  that  he  (General 
Steele)  must  be  master,  but  that  it  will  proba- 
bly be  best  for  him  to  keep  the  convention  on 
its  own  plan.  Some  single  mind  must  be  mas- 
ter, else  there  will  be  no  agreement  on  anything, 
and  General  Steele,  commanding  the  military 
and  being  on  the  ground,  is  the  best  man  to  be 
that  master.  Even  now  citizens  are  telegraph- 
ing me  to  postpone  the  election  to  a  later  day 
than  either  affixed  by  the  convention  or  me. 
This  discord  must  be  silenced. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

relations  of  the  rebellious  states  to  thk 
government. 

IN  SENATE. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

18G2,  Feb.  11— Mr.  Sumner  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolutions  declaratory  of  the  relations  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  territory  once  occupied  by  certain  States, 
and  now  usurped  by  pretended  governments,  without 
constitutional  or  legal  right. 

Whereas  certain  States,  rightfully  belonging  to  the  Union 
of  the  United  States,  have  through  their  respective  govern, 
menis  wickedly  undertaken  to  abjure  all  those  duties  by 
which  their  connection  with  the  Union  was  niaiutaiuod  ;  to 
renounce  all  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  ;  to  levy  war 
upon  the  national  Government ;  and,  for  the  consummation 
of  this  treason,  have  unconstitutionally  and  unlawfully  con- 
lederati'd  together,  with  the  declared  purpose  of  putting 
an  end  by  force  to  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  within 
their  respective  limits  ;  and  whereas  this  condition  of  in- 
surrection, organized  \>Y  pretended  governments,  openly 
exists  iu  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia, 
except  in  Eistern  Tennessee  and  Western  Virginia,  aud  haa 
beeu  declared  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  ai 
proclamation  duly  made  iu  conformity  with  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, to  exist  throughout  this  territory,  with  the  excep- 
tions already  named  ;  and  whereas  the  extensive  torritorj' 
thus  usurped  by  these  iiretended  governments  and  organ- 
ized into  a  hostile  confederation,  belongs  to  the  United 
States,  as  an  inseparable  part  thereof,  under  the  sanctions 
of  the  Constitution,  t  >  be  held  iu  trust  for  the  inhabitants 
in  the  present  and  future  generations,  and  is  so  comjiU'tely 
interlinked  with  the  Union  that  it  is  forever  dependent 
thereupon  ;  and  whereas  the  Constitution,  which  is  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  cannot  be  displaced  in  its  rightful 
operation  within  this  territory,  but  must  ever  continue  the 
supreme  law  thc-eof,  notwithstanding  the  doings  of  any 
pretended  governments  acting  singly  or  in  Gonfederation, 
in  order  to  put  an  end  to  it?  supremacy  :  Therefore — 

1.  Resolved,  That  any  vote  of  secession  or  other  net  by 
which  any  State  may  undertake  to  put  an  end  to  the 
supremacy  of  tlie  Constitution  within  its  territory  ia  in- 
operative and  void  against  the  Constitution,  and  wlien  ens- 
tained  by  force  it  becomes  a  practical  abdication  by  th« 
State  of  all  rights  under  tlie  Constitution,  while  the  treason 
vihich  it  involves  still  further  works  an  instant  forfeiture 
of  all  those  functions  and  powere  essential  to  the  continued 
existence  of  the  State  as  a  body  politic,  so  that  from  that 
time  forward  the  tenitory  falls  under  the  exchi.sive  jviris- 
diction  of  Congress  as  other  teiTitory,  and  the  State  being, 
according  to  the  language  of  the  law,  felo-de-se,  ceases  to 
exist. 

2.  That  any  eouibination  of  men  assuming  to  act  in  the 
place  of  such  State,  attempting  to  insuai'o  or  coerce  the  io- 
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haliitanta  thereof  intc  a  confederation  hostile  to  the  Union  is 
rebellious,  ti'fiasonable,  and  destitute  of  all  niorfil  aiithurity; 
and  that  such  combination  is  a  usurpation  inc-apal  >lo  of  any 
constitutional  existence  and  ntteidy  lawless,  so  that  cA'ery- 
thing  dependent  upon  it  is  •without  constitutional  or  legal 
support. 

3.  That  the  termination  of  a  State  under  the  Constitution 
necessarily  causes  the  termination  of  those  peculiar  local 
institutions  which,  havinq;  no  origin  in  the  Constitution  or 
in  those  natural  rights  which  oxist  independent  of  the  Con- 
stitution, are  upheld  by  the  sole  and  exclusive  authority  of 
the  Stat«. 

4.  That  slavery,  being  a  peculiar  local  institution,  derived 
from  local  laws,  \rithout  any  origin  in  the  Constitution  orin 
natural  rights,  is  uphold  by  the  sole  and  exclusive  authority 
of  th-*  State,  and  must  therefore  cease  to  exist  legally  or 
constitutionally  when  the  State  on  which  it  dei^ends  no ' 
longer  exists;  for  the  incident  cannot  siu-vive  the  principal. 

5.  That  in  the  exercise  of  its  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  territory  once  occupied  by  the  States,  it  is  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  see  that  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  is 
maintained  in  its  essential  principles,  so  that  everywhere  in 
this  extensive  territory  slavery  shall  cease  to  exist  practi- 
cally, as  it  has  already  ceased  to  exist  constitutionally  or 
legally. 

6.  That  any  recognition  of  slavery  in  such  territory,  or 
any  surronder  of  slaves  under  the  pretended  laws  of  the 
extinct  States  by  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  civil  or 
military,  is  a  recognition  of  the  pretended  governments,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress  under  the 
Constitution,  and  is  in  the  nature  of  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
rebellion  that  has  been  organized. 

7.  That  any  such  recognition  of  slavery  or  surrender  of 
pretended  slaves,  besides  being  a  recognition  of  the  pre- 
tended governments,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  is  a  de- 
nial of  the  rights  of  pei'sons  who,  by  the  extinction  of  the 
States  have  become  free,  so  that  under  the  Constitution, 
they  cannot  again  be  enslaved. 

8.  That  allegiance  from  the  inhabitant  and  protection 
from  the  Government  are  correspon(Ung  obligations,  depend- 
ent upon  each  other,  so  that  while  the  allegiance  of  every 
inhabitant  of  this  territory,  without  distinction  of  color  or 
class,  is  due  to  the  United  States,  and  cannot  in  any  way  bo 
defeated  by  the  action  of  any  pretended  Government,  or  by 
any  pretence  of  property  or  claim  to  service,  the  correspond- 
ing obUgation  of  protection  is  at  the  same  time  due  by  the 
United  States  to  every  such  inhabitant,  without  distinction 
of  color  or  class ;  and  it  follows  that  inhabitants  held  as 
slaves,  whose  paramount  allegiance  is  due  to  the  United 
States,  may  justly  look  to  the  national  Government  for 
protection. 

9.  That  the  duty  directly  cast  upon  Congress  by  tho  ex- 
tinction of  the  States  is  reinforced  by  the  j^ositive  prohibi- 
tion of  the  Constitution  that  "'  no  State  shall  enter  into  any 
confederation,"  or  "without  the  consent  of  Congress  keep 
troops  or  ships-of-war  in  time  of  peace,  or  enter  into  any 
agreement  or  compact  with  another  State,"  or  "  grant  let- 
lers  of  marque  and  reprisal,"  or  "coin  money,"  or  "emit 
bills  of  credit,"  or  "  without  the  consent  of  Congress  lay  any 
duties  on  imports  or  exports,"  all  of  which  have  been  done 
by  those  pretended  governments,  and  also  by  the  positive 
injunction  of  the  Constitution,  addressed  to  tlie  nation,  tliat 
"  the  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this 
Union  arepubUcan  form  of  government;"  and  that  in  pur- 
suance of  this  duty  cast  upon  Congress,  and  further  enjoined 
by  the  Constitution,  Congress  will  assume  complete  juris- 
diction of  such  vacated  territory  where  such  unconstitu- 
tional and  illegal  things  have  been  attempted,  and  will 
proceed  to  establish  therein  republican  forms  of  government 
under  the  Constitution;  and  in  the  execution  of  this  trust 
will  provide  carefully  for  the  protection  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  for  the  security  of  families,  the  organization 
of  lal  lor,  the  encouragement  of  industry,  and  the  welfare  of 
society,  and  will  in  every  way  dischai-ge  the  duties  of  a  just, 
merciful,  and  paternal  Government. 

Feb.  13 — Mr.  Garbett  Davis  offered  these 
resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
Is  tho  fundamental  law  of  the  Government,  and  the  powers 
established  and  granted,  and  as  parted  out  and  vested  by  it, 
the  limitations  and  restrictions  which  it  imposes  upon  the 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  departments,  and  the 
States,  and  the  rights,  privileges,  and  liberties  which  it  as- 
sures to  tho  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the  States  re- 
spectively, are  fixed,  permanent,  and  immutable  through 
all  the  phases  of  peace  and  war,  until  changed  by  the  power 
and  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  itself;  and 
they  cansot  be  abrogated,  restricted,  enlarged,  or  differently 
apportioned,  or  vested,  by  any  other  power,  or  in  any  other 
mode. 

2.  That  between  the  Government  and  the  citizen  the  ob- 
ligation of  protection  and  obedience  form  mutual  rights  and 


obligations;  and  to  enable  every  citizen  to  perform  his  ob» 
ligations  of  obedience  and  loyalty  to  tho  Goverrmient  it 
should  give  him  reasonable  protection  and  security  in  such 
performance;  and  when  the  Government  fails  'n  that  r^- 
sprct,  for  it  to  hold  the  citizen  to  bo  criminal  u  not  per- 
forming his  duties  of  loyalty  and  obedience  would  be  un- 
just, inhuman,  and  an  outrage  upon  this  age  of  Christian 
civilization. 

3.  That  if  any  powers  of  the  Constitution  or  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  States,  or  any  rights,  privi- 
leges, immxinities,  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  States,  are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  suspended  by 
the  existence  of  this  w:u-,  or  by  any  promulgation  of  mar- 
tial law,  or  by  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
immediately  upon  the  termination  of  the  war  such  powers, 
rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  liberties  would  be  re- 
sumed, and  would  have  force  and  effect  as  though  they  had 
not  been  suspended. 

4.  That  the  duty  of  Congress  to  guarantee  to  every  State 
a  republican  form  of  government,  to  protect  each  of  them 
against  invasion,  and,  on  the  application  of  the  legislature 
or  executive  thereof,  against  domestic  violence,  and  to  en- 
force the  authority.  Constitution,  and  laws  of  tho  United 
States  in  all  the  States,  are  constitutional  obligations  which 
abide  all  times  and  circumstances. 

5.  That  no  State  can,  by  any  vote  of  secession,  or  by  r^ 
hellion  against  the  authority,  Constitution,  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  or  by  any  other  act,  aljdicate  her  rights  or 
obligations  under  that  Constitution  or  those  laws,  or  absolve 
her  people  from  their  obedience  to  them,  or  the  United 
States  from  their  obligation  to  guarantee  to  such  State  a  re- 
publican form  of  government,  and  to  protect  her  people  by 
causing  the  duo  enforcement  within  her  territories  of  tho 
authority,  Constitution,  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

b.  That  there  cannot  bo  any  forleiture  or  confiscation  of 
the  rigbts  of  person  or  property  of  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States  who  is  loyal  and  obedient  to  the  authority.  Constitu- 
tion and  tho  laws  thereof,  nr  of  any  person  whatsoever,  no- 
less  for  iiuts  which  the  law  has  previously  declared  to  be 
criminal,  and  for  the  punishment  of  which  it  has  provided 
such  forfeiture  or  confiscation. 

7.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  tbe  United  States  to  subdue  and 
punish  the  existing  rebellion  by  force  of  arms  and  civil 
trials  in  the  shortest  practicable  time,  and  with  the  least 
cost  to  the  people,  but  so  decisively  and  thoroughly  as  to 
impress  upon  the  present  and  future  generations  as  a  great 
truth  that  rebellion,  except  for  grievous  oppression  of  gov- 
ernment, will  bring  upon  the  rebels  incomparably  more  of 
ev;l  than  obedienee  to  tho  Constitution  and  the  laws. 

8.  That  the  United  SiatesOovernment  should  march  their 
armies  into  all  the  insurgent  States,  and  promptly  put 
down  the  military  power  which  they  have  arrayed  against 
it,  and  give  protection  and  security  to  the  loyal  men  there- 
of, to  enable  them  to  reconstruct  their  legitimate  State  gov- 
ernments, and  bring  them  and  the  people  back  to  the  Union 
and  to  obedience  and  duty  under  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  bearing  the  sword  in  one  hand 
aud  the  olive  branch  in  the  otlier,  and  whilst  inflicting  on 
the  guilty  leaders  condign  and  exemplary  punishment, 
granting  amnesty  and  oblivion  to  the  comparatively  inno- 
cent masses ;  and  if  the  people  of  any  State  cannot,  or  will 
not,  reconstruct  their  State  government  and  return  to  loy- 
alty and  duty,  Congress  should  provide  a  government  for 
such  State  as  a  territory  of  tho  United  .'^'tates,  securing  to 
the  people  thereof  their  appropriate  constitutional  rights. 

1862,  June  11 — Mr.  Dixon  offered  this  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  all  acts  or  ordinances  of  secession,  alleged 
to  have  been  adopted  by  any  legislature  or  convention  of 
the  people  of  any  State,  are,  as  to  the  Federal  Union,  abso- 
lutely null  and  void  ;  aud  that  while  such  acts  may  and 
do  subject  tho  individual  actors  therein  to  forfeitures  and 
penalties,  they  do  not,  in  any  degree,  alTect  tho  relations  of 
the  State  wherein  they  purport  to  have  been  adopted  to 
tho  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  but  are  as  to  such 
Government  acts  of  rebellion,  insurrection,  and  hostility, 
on  the  part  of  the  individuals  engaged  therein,  or  giving 
assent  thereto  ;  and  that  such  Slates  are,  notwithstanding 
such  acts  or  ordinances,  members  of  tho  Federal  Union, 
and  as  such  are  subject  to  all  the  obligations  and  duties  im- 
posed upon  them  by  tho  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  loyal  citizens  of  such  StiUes  are  entitled  to  all  the 
rigbts  and  privileges  thereby  guarantied  or  conferred, 

IN  HOUSE. 
1862,    May    26 — Mr.    Wickliffb    presented 
these  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stjvt.es  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  ia  time  of  war  or  rebellion,  as  well  as  in 
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time  of  peace,  anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any 
State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  . 

2.  The  right  to  disregard  and  violate  the  Constitution,  or 
any  part  thereof,  by  either  of  the  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, docs  not  exist  any  more  in  time  of  war  or  rebel- 
lion than  in  time  of  peace. 

3.  That  the  powers  vested  in  Congress  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  are  not  enlarged  by  a  state  of  war, 
bat  are  ample  and  full  to  enable  the  Government  to  sup- 
press a  rebellion,  or  to  ijrosecute  a  war,  without  the  exer- 
cise of  ])owers  not  granted  therein. 

4.  A  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  un- 
der the  plea  of  necessity,  by  Congress,  is  dangerous  to  free 
government,  and  ultimately  will  make  it  a  despotism  if 
controlled  by  an  unprincipled  majority,  dahgerous  to  i^ri- 
vate  ri^'hts  and  destructive  of  public  liberty. 

5.  That  no  State  has  the  right,  by  any  act,  ordinance,  or 
law,  to  absolve  itself  or  any  citizens  from  their  obligations 
and  duties  imposed  by  the  Constitution  of  th-  United  States. 

6.  A  rebellion  and  open  resistance  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  made  in  pursuance  thereof 
cannot  abrogate  the  same ;  but  during  such  rebellion  and 
resistance  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  Constitution  do  ex- 
tend to  the  citizen  iu  every  portion  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  right  and  power  of  the  Government,  though  ob- 
6ti-ucted,  are  not  destroyed.  And  when  that  obstruction 
shall  be  overcome,  the  State  governments  and  the  citizens 
thereof  are  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  secured 
by  the  Constitution. 

7.  That  open  and  forcible  resistance,  by  arms,  by  the 
citizens  of  any  portion  of  the  United  States  is  treason,  to  be 
pimished  as  such  by  the  power  of  the  Goverimieut  under 
the  provisions  and  limitations  of  the  Con^?titution. 

8.  That  a  citizen  not  engaged  in  actual  war,  Ijut  who  re- 
eides  within  the  territory  of  a  de  facto  Government,  which 
is  in  rebellion  and  at  war  with  the  United  States,  is  not 
fcuilty  of  treason  by  obejiug  the  orders  of  such  de  facto 
Government,  or  by  contributing  to  its  support. 

9.  That  neither  the  Executive  nor  military  has  the  right 
to  seize  the  property  of  a  non-tombataut  in  any  of  the 
seceded  States,  and  confiscate  the  same,  even  under  the 
authority  of  an  act  of  Congress.  "  No  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of 
law,"  is  the  language  of  the  Constitution.  Therefore,  all 
wholesale  bills  confiscating  estates,  or  property  of  any  land, 
whether  lands,  slaves,  or  chattels,  are  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  Christian  warfare,  and  forbidden  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 
186.3,  January  8 — Mr.  Clements  offered  this 
resolution,  which  went  over  : 

Resolved,  That  the  acts  of  secession  claiming  to  have  been 
passed  by  a  part  of  the  people  of  a  part  of  the  States  of 
this  Government  were  null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect ;  and 
that  the  State  Constitutions  ami  laws  of  the  States  so  claim- 
ing to  have  seceded  are  the  same  as  they  were  previous  to 
said  acts ;  they  have  not  committed  State  suicide,  for  their 
Constitutiona  and  laws  still  exist  in  the  loyal  people. 

IN  SENATE. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

1864,  Jan.  5 — Sir.  Gaerett  Davis  offered 
these  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
was  established  by  the  people  of  States  which  before  had 
been  separate,  sovereign,  and  independent ;  and  they 
formed  their  common  national  Government  by  a  written 
Constitution,  and  delegated  to  it  so  much  of  their  sover- 
eign political  power  as  they  adjudged  to  be  necessary  and 
proper  to  enable  it  to  manage  all  their  affairs  with  foreign 
nations  and  among  the  several  States;  aud,  both  by  its 
leading  principle  and  express  provision,  they  reserved  "  to 
the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  jjeople,"  "all  powers  not 
delegated  to  the  United  States,  uor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States." 

2.  That  our  system  consists  of  a  limited  national  Gov- 
ernment for  the  whole  United  States,  of  supreme  authority 
ea  to  all  the  powers  with  which  the  Constitution  has  in- 
vested it,  and  State  governments  for  each  State,  lormed  by 
the  people  thereof,  and  holding  the  entire  residuum  of  po- 
litical sovereignty  within  their  respective  States — each 
government,  within  its  sphere,  being  alike  supreme;  .and 
as  the  governors,  and  all  other  civil  aud  military  officers  of 
the  States,  as  other  individuals,  may  commit  treason  against 
the  United  States,  "  by  levying  war  against  them,  or  in  ad- 
hering to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,"  so 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary ofiBcers  thereof,  may  commit  treason  against  any  State 
whose  govermuent  is  in  the  perforuunce  of  its  duties  under 


the  Federal  Constitution,  by  levying  war  against  it,  or 

in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  aa 
resisting  with  an  armed  force  the  execution  of  its  laws,  or 
adhering  to  such  armed  force,  giving  it  aid  and  comfort. 

3.  That  in  all  the  States,  and  parts  of  States,  where  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  States  can  be  executed, 
the  military  authorities  should  not  be  brought  into  conflict 
with  the  civil  power,  but  should  be  sti-ictly  held  to  be,  aa 
they  rightfully  are,  in  suborcUnation  to  it. 

4.  That  all  elections  to  civil  oflSces,  Federal  or  State,  should 
be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  States,  respectively,  and  be 
understood  by  ofBcers  appointed  by  the  proper  authorities 
for  that  purpose;  and  where  from  the  presence  or  appre- 
hension of  force,  violence,  or  other  cause,  any  election  caa- 
not  be  so  conducted,  it  ought  not  to  be  held  at  all ;  and 
every  election  at  which  any  military  force  may  interfere  by 
imposing  additional  oaths  or  qualifications  for  the  electors, 
or  regulations  for  conducting  the  said  election,  or  by  chang- 
ing or  modifying  the  oaths  and  qualifications  of  the  electors, 
or  regul.ations  to  govern  it,  prorided  as  b^  law,  or  to  con- 
strain, control,  or  direct  the  olficers  of  such  election  in  con- 
ducting it,  should  be  held  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

5.  That  the  experience  of  the  world  proves  that  there  can 
be  neither  security  nor  hberty  in  any  country  without  wise 
and  just  laws,  firmly  sustained  and  uniformly  executed; 
that  this  is  the  life,  the  spirit,  the  soul  of  the  nation ;  and 
fcll  neglect  and  departures  from  law,  and  particularly  from 
constitutional  law,  by  agents  appointed  to  administer  it, 
although  sometimes  attended  with  seeming  advantage,  are 
sure  to  produce  alv/ays,  sooner  or  later,  much  greater  and 
more  enduring  mischir'f :  wherefore,  disregard  of  law  by 
such  agents  is  never  tolerated  by  a  wise  and  free  people. 

6.  That  the  powers  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  are  derived  wholly  from,  and  limited  by  the  Consti- 
tution, and  by  it  are  divided  into  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial;  and  each  class  of  those  powers  is  vested  in  a  sep- 
arate department;  that  the  President  is  the  chief  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department,  and  has  no  legislative  or  judicial  power 
whatever,  and  only  such  executive  powers  as  are  enumer- 
ateil  in  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the  second  iirticle 
of  the  Constitution,  and  such  other  powers  as  may  be,  from 
time  to  time,  conferred  upon  him  by  Congress  in  virtue  of 
this  provision:  "Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  foreg<jing  powers,  ami  all  other  powers  vested 
by  tills  Constitution  in  the  Govenmunt  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  departinunt  or  oflicer  thereof." 

7.  i'hat  the  President  cannot  be  divested  of  any  powers 
witii  which  he  is  directly  invested  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
controlled  or  interfered  with  in  their  execution,  but  all 
powers  conferred  on  him  by  law  of  Congress  he  holds  in 
suborthnation  to  that  department,  which  may  supervise, 
modify,  and  correct  his  execution  of  them,  or  resume  them, 
by  repealing  the  laws  intrusting  their  execution  to  him. 

8.  That  tha  power  of  the  President  to  recognize  the  exist- 
ence of  a  state  of  case  amounting  to  "  an  invasion,  or  immi- 
nent danger  of  an  invasion,  of  the  United  States,"  or  "in- 
surrection in  any  State  against  the  government  thereof," 
or  "  obstruction  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,"  and  to  call 
forth  the  military  power  to  meet  such  concUtions,  is  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  laws  of  Congress ;  and  the  repeal  of 
those  laws  would  withdraw  from  the  President  all  that 
power. 

9.  That  Congress  is  invested  with  the  power  "to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States,"  "to  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque 
aud  reprisal,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures  on  land 
and  water,"  "  to  raise  and  support  armies,"  "  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navj%"  "  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
re])el  invasions,"  "  to  provide  for  arming,  organizing,  and 
disciplining  the  militia,  and  governing  such  part  of  them  aa 
may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  "  to 
guarantee  to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form  ot 
government,  and  to  protect  each  of  them  ag;unst  invasion ;" 
and  thus  the  entire  ivar  power  and  quasi  war  power,  exter- 
nal and  internal,  of  the  Government,  is  vested  by  the  Con- 
stitution in  Congress,  and  no  part  of  it  whatever  in  the 
President. 

10.  That  whenever  there  is  an  insurrection  in  the  United 
States,  Congress  is  vested  with  tlie  power  to  suppress  it,  and 
with  no  other  power  whatever  over  the  insurrection ;  and 
when  it  is  suppressed,  either  by  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  or  by  the  submission  of  the  insurgents  to  the  Consti- 
tution, laws,  and  authorities  thereof,  thereupon  the  power 
of  Congress  over  the  whole  suliject  is  exhausted,  and  the 
insurgents  are  immediately  remitted  to  all  the  rights,  priv- 
ileges, liberties,  and  duties  of  citizens,  subject  to  such  for- 
feitiu-e  thereof  as  may  have  been  deckared  by  law,  after  it 
shall  have  been  adjudged  by  the  civil  courts  in  the  moda 
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prescribed  by  the  Constitntion :  and  Congress,  ranch  less 
the  President,  has  no  power  to  impose  upon  them  any  other 
terms  or  conditions. 

11.  That  the  whole  power  and  duty  of  the  President,  in 
the  existing  insurrection,  is  to  grant  pardons  to  those  en- 
gaged in  it,  and,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  to  direct  their  operations  for  its  suppression  ;  and  as 
Buch,  his  powers  are  strictly  military,  and  are  not  thfleront 
or  greater  tiiiin  would  be  those  of  the  senior  general  in  the 
service,  if  the  Cunptitution  had  designated  him  to  bo  the 
Commander-in-Chief :  the  power  to  devise  a  policy  or  mea- 
sures for  its  suppression  is  legislative,  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent is  incompetent,  whether  as  the  first  executive  officer 
of  the  Qoverument,  or  Comniandor-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy. 

12.  That  the  law  nf  miHtary  necessity  is  not  established, 
but  only  tolerated,  in  the  United  States.  It  does  not,  nor 
cannot,  in  peace  or  war  abrogate  or  suspend  the  Constitu- 
tion in  whole  or  in  part.  It  cannot  authorize  arbitrary  ar- 
rests and  imprisonment,  or  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
person  of  the  citizen,  but  only  with  his  property.  It  does 
not  appertain  to  the  President,  or  to  the  Comniandcr-in- 
C'hief,  unless  he  be  in  the  actual  command  of  a  military 
force,  and  then  only  under  particular  circumstances.  It 
results  from  a  present  and  urgent  need  of  an  army  or  mili- 
tary corps,  which  is  so  pressing  that  it  cannot  await  otlier 
modes,  but  mttst  be  supplied  anywhere  within  its  reach  by 
its  own  power  and  action.  It  is  not  an  expedienci/,  but  a 
Tiecessity  of  a  military  body,  and  creates  a  law  and  confers 
a  power,  for  tho  occasion  only,  on  its  commander,  of  what- 
ever grade  he  may  bo,  to  supply  that  necessity  by  taldug 
property  with  summary  military  force,  without  depriving 
the  owner  of  liis  riglit  to  be  compensated  for  it  by  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Each  case  of  military  necessity  makes  its  own 
law,  adapted  to  its  own  i^eculiar  circumstances,  and  expir- 
ing with  that  particular  necessity.  There  is  not,  and  can- 
not be,  any  uniform,  permanent,  or  even  continuing  law  of 
military  necessity.  The  idea  that  a  law  always  accidental, 
evanescent,  and,  in  truth,  so  inconsiderable,  should  have 
the  magic  force  to  enable  Abraham  Lincoln  to  liound  over 
the  Constitution  and  all  its  limitations  and  restrictions,  and 
clutch  the  vast  powers  which  he  claims  under  it,  is  a  gi- 
gantic absurdity. 

13.  That  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  under  the  panic  of 
the  defeat  of  Bull  Run,  the  party  in  power  professed  to  car- 
ry it  on  for  the  Constitution,  and  to  put  down  tho  rebeUiou, 
and  vindicate  the  laws  and  authority  of  the  United  States 
in  the  insurgent  States,  and  when  that  was  efl'ccted  it  was 
to  cease.  But  more  than  a  year  ago  another,  and  a  para- 
mount and  unconstitutional  one,  the  total  subversion  of 
slavery  was  inaugurated  by  them  ;  and  at  length,  to  carry 
on  the  war  in  this  augmented  and  perverted  form,  the  an- 
nual expenditure,  ou  the  part  of  the  United  States,  has 
swollen  to  one  hundred  thousand  lives,  a  much  larger 
amount  of  personal  disability,  and  a  thousand  millions  of 
money,  and  yet  tho  wisest  cannot  see  the  end  of  the  war; 
verily,  the  people  north,  aud  people  south,  ought  to  revolt 
against  their  war-leaders,  and  tako  this  great  matter  into 
their  own  hands;  and  elect  members  to  a  national  conven- 
tion of  all  the  States,  to  terminate  a  war  that  is  enriching 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  officers,  plunderers,  and  spoilsmen 
in  tho  loyal  States,  and  threatens  the  masses  of  both  sec- 
tions with  irretrievable  bankruptcy  and  indefinite  slaugh- 
ter ;  and  to  restore  their  Union  and  common  government 
npon  the  great  princijilca  of  liberty  and  compromise,  de- 
Tised  by  Washington  and  his  associates. 

14.  That  the  present  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  subverted,  for  the  time,  in  large  portions  of  the 
loyal  States,  the  freedom  of  speech,  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  and  free  suffrage,  the  Constitutions  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  the  civil  courts  and  trial  by  jury;  it  has 
ordered,  ad  libitum,,  arbitrary  arrests  by  military  oIKccts, 
not  only  without  warrant,  but  without  any  charge  or  im- 
putation of  crime  or  offence ;  and  has  hurried  the  persons 
so  arrested  from  home  and  vicinage  to  distant  jsrisons,  and 
kept  them  incarcerated  there  for  an  indefinite  time ;  some 
of  whom  it  discharged  without  trial,  and  in  utter  ignorance 
of  the  cause  of  their  arrest  and  imprisonment ;  and  others 
it  caused  to  be  brought  before  courts,  created  by  itself,  and 
to  be  tried  and  punished  without  law,  in  violation  of  the 
constitutional  guarantee  to  the  citizen  of  his  right  to  keep 
and  bear  arms,  and  of  his  rights  of  property ;  it  has  forcibly 
deprived  as  well  the  loyal  as  the  disloyal  of  both;  it  has 
usurped  the  power  to  suspend  the  wi'it  of  habeas  corpus, 
and  to  proclaim  martial  law,  and  establish  military  tribunals 
in  States  and  parts  of  States  where  there  was  no  obstruc- 
tion to  the  due  administration  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  the  States  by  the  civil  coiu'ts  and  authorities ; 
and  ordered  many  citizens,  who  were  not  connected  with 
the  army  or  navy,  to  be  dragged  before  its  drum-head  courts, 
aud  to  be  tried  by  them  for  new  and  strange  offences, 
declared  by  itself,  and  by  undefined  and  indefinable  law, 
being  but  tho  arbitrary  will  of  the  court ;  it  has  ordained 
at  pleasure  a  mihtary  despotism  in  tho  loyal  States,  by 


'  means  of  courts-martial,  provost  marshals,  and  military 
forces,  governed  neither  by  law,  principles,  nor  rules,  from 
whose  tyranny  and  oppressions  no  man  can  claim  immunity; 
all  of  which  must  be  repudiated  and  swept  away  by  the 
sovereign  people. 

15.  That  a  free  press,  free  speech,  and  free  elections  are 
the  great  and  peaceful  forces  by  which  the  mal-administrar 
tion  of  our  Government,  whether  in  the  legislative  or  ex- 
ecutive departments,  is  prevented,  reformed,  and  reversed, 
and  its  authors  brought  to  public  condemnation  and  pun- 
ishment; and  these  bulwarks  of  constitutional  Government 
and  popular  liberty  are  formidable  to  malversators,  usur- 
pers, and  tyrants  onlj-,  and  they  must  be  held  by  the  people 
at  all  hazards.  ' 

1(3.  That  as  the  Constitution  and  laws  afford  no  means  to 
exclude  from  the  office  of  President  a  man  appointed  to  it 
by  mihtary  power,  or  who  is  declared  to  be  chosen  to  it  by 
reason  of  the  suppression  of  the  freedom  of  election,  or  by 
the  exclusion  of  legal  voters  from  the  polls,  or  by  any  other 
means,  the  people  of  the  United  States  would  be  incompe- 
tent to  defend,  and  unworthy  to  have  received  the  rich 
heritage  of  freedom  bequeathed  to  them  by  their  fathers,  if 
they  permit  that  great  office  so  to  be  filled,  or  in  any  other 
mode  than  by  their  own  free  suffrages. 

17.  That  the  scheme  of  the  President  to  bring  back  the 
insurgent  States  is  open  to  many  and  insuperable  objections. 
The  pardon  and  amnesty  offered  by  him  is  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  those  who  accept  it  shall  renounce  their  right  to 
their  slave  property,  and  swear  to  support  his  unconstitu- 
tional proclamation,  and  unconstitutional  acts  of  Congress, 
wliich  attempted  to  take  it  from  them.  He  must  have  in- 
tended to  put  this  condition  in  a  form  so  obnoxious  as  to 
secure  its  rejection  by  most  of  those  to  whom  it  was  offered. 
He  affects  the  position  that  ten  of  the  insurgent  States  have 
forfeited  or  dissolved  their  State  governments,  and  requires 
that  they  be  reconstructed  on  a  condition  prescribed  by 
himself,  and  this  against  the  true  princiijlo  which  he  and 
the  legislative  department  of  the  Government  had  pre- 
viously recognized :  that  all  the  acts  of  the  insurgent  States 
and  jjeople,  tending  to  their  secession,  separation,  and  inde- 
pendence, were  void,  and  when  the  inundation  with  which 
their  insiu-rection  covered  over  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
stitution aud  laws  of  the  United  States  in  them  passed 
away,  it  would  leave  the  constitutions,  laws,  property,  and 
institutions  of  those  States  in  every  respect  the  same  that 
they  were  i>reviously,  excepting  only  the  changes  that  were 
produced  by  the  mere  shock  of  arms,  the  principle  status 
ante  bcUum  being  apphcable.  He  ignores  the  constitutions 
of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  and  others  that  have  not  been 
altered  in  any  particular,  but  are  the  same  that  they  were  be- 
fore their  revolt ;  and  he  requires  those  States  to  repudiate 
their  constitutions  that  governed  them  many  years  peace- 
fully in  the  Union,  and  to  form  new  ones.  He  has  no  right 
to  tako  cognizance,  in  any  way,  of  the  governments  and 
constitutions  of  those  States  or  of  any  other  States ;  to  the 
extent  that  such  a  power  is  vested  in  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  congressional,  not  presidential.  Ho 
has  no  authority  whatever  to  impose  any  conditions  on  the 
insurgents,  and  they  are  subject  to  none  but  what  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  tho  United  States, 
to  be  determined  by  their  courts.  What  right  has  the  Presi- 
dent to  proclaim  that  one-tenth  of  as  many  of  the  voters  of 
those  States  as  voted  at  the  last  presidential  election  may  pull 
down  and  revolutionize  their  State  governments,  and  erect 
new  ones  for  the  other  nine-tenths,  which  he  will  recognize 
and  uphold  with  tlie armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States? 
His  project  is  to  continue  the  war  upon  slavery  by  his  far- 
ther usurpations  of  power,  and  to  get  together  and  buy  up 
a  desperate  faction  of  mendicants  and  adventurers  in  the 
rebel  States,  give  them  possession  of  the  polls  by  interpo- 
sing the  bayonet,  ;is  in  JIaryland,  Delaware,  and  portions 
of  Missouri,  and  Kentucky,  and  to  keep  off  loyal  pro-slavery 
voters,  and  thus  to  form  bastard  constitutions  to  abohtion- 
ize  those  States. 

18.  That  the  impending  destiny  of  our  country  can  no 
longer  be  blinked.  The  people  of  tlio  loyal  States  are  re- 
solved into  two  great  jjarties,  the  destructives  and  the  conr- 
servatives.  The  first  consists  of  Afjraham  Lincoln,  his  office- 
holders, contractors,  and  other  followers ;  the  second  of  all 
men  who  iu-e  for  ejecting  Lincoln  and  his  party  from  office 
and  power.  The  professed  objects  of  tho  first  are,  to  pre- 
serve the  Unirni  and  to  ahnlish  slavery  in  all  the  States ;  they 
have  about  ceased  to  make  a  jtretence  of  supporting  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws.  Their  real  objects  are  to  perpetuate 
their  party  power,  and  to  hold  possession  of  the  Government 
to  continue  the  aggrandizement  of  their  leaders,  great  and 
small,  by  almost  countless  offlces  and  employments,  by  myr- 
iads of  plundering  contracts,  and  by  putting  up  to  sale  the 
largest  amount  of  spoils  that  were  ever  offered  to  market 
by  any  Government  on  earth.  Their  object  is  not  to  eradi- 
cate slavery,  but  only  to  abolish  its  form  and  the  mastery; 
to  subjugato  wholly  tho  rebel  States,  and  utterly  to  revo- 
lutionize their  political  and  social  organization ;  to  destroy 
or  banish,  aud  strip  of  their  property,  all  the  pro-slavery 
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people,  secessionists  and  anti-secessionists,  loyal  and  dis- 
loyal, combatants  and  non-combatants,  old  men,  women, 
and  children,  the  decrepit,  and  the  non  compos  mentis,  all 
■whom  they  cannot  abolitionize,  and  to  distribute  the  lands 
of  the  subjugated  people  among  their  followers,  as  was  done 
by  tlie  Roman  conquerors  of  their  own  countrymen;  to 
proclaim  a  mock  freedom  to  the  slaves,  but  by  military 
power  to  take  possession  of  the  freedmen,  and  work  them  for 
tlieir  own  profit ;  to  do  all  this,  and  also  to  enslave  the  white 
man,  by  ti-ampling  under  foot  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Stat.'S,  bj'  the  power  of  a  subsidized 
army,  and,  lest  it  should  falter,  by  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  negi'o  janizaries,  organized  for  that,  purpose  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  the  Adjutant  General.  The  first  and 
paramount  object  of  the  conservatives  is  to  preserve  their 
own  liberties  by  saving  (ho  Union,  the  Constitution,  and  the 
laws  from  utter  and  final  overthrow  by  the  destructives,  not 
themselves  to  be  enslaved  under  the  pretext  of  giving  a 
fictitious  freedom  to  the  negro,  aud  to  restore  and  perpet- 
uate the  Union,  and  to  bring  back  the  people  in  revolt  by 
renewed  and  sufiicient  guai-antees  of  all  their  constitutional 
rights.  There  is  no  choice  left  to  any  man  but  to  be  a  de- 
Btructive  or  a  conservative. 

January  7 — Mr.  Carlile  offered  these  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved.  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  language  of  Mr.  Webster,  is  "  the  rcf  ult  of  compact  be- 
tween the  StateH,"  each  State  for  itself  adopting  for  its 
government  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  the  people  of  each  State  adoptod  for  their  govern- 
ment the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same 
way  as  they  adopted  their  State  constitution. 

3.  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  not 
binding,  nor  had  it  force  or  effect  in  any  State  until  it  was 
ratified  and  adopted  by  the  people  thereof,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  (he  peo])le  of  North  Carolina  were  not 
bound  by  it,  nor  was  North  Carolina  a  member  of  the  Union 
created  by  it, for  some  time  after  the  Government  had  been 
organized  vmtier  it,  and  after  it  had  been  ratified  by  eleven 
other  States. 

4.  That  the  Government  created  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  is  "  neither  wholly  national  nor  wholly 
federal.  Were  it  wholly  national,  the  supreme  and  ultimate 
authority  would  ref-ide  in  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
Union,  and  this  authority  would  be  competent  at  all  times, 
li'.;e  that  of  a  majority  of  every  national  society,  to  alter  or 
abolish  its  established  govejnment.  Were  it  wholly  federal, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  concurrence  of  each  State  in  the 
Union  would  bo  essential  to  every  alteration  that  would  be 
binding  on  all."  The  mode  provided  by  the  Constitution  for 
its  amendment  "is  not  founded  on  either  of  these  princi- 
ples "  "  In  requiring  more  than  a  majority,  and  particu- 
larly in  computing  the  proportion  by  /Stages,  not  hy  citizens, 
it  departs  from  the  national  and  advances  towards  Vaa  fede- 
ral character.  In  rendering  the  concurrence  of  less  than 
the  whole  number  of  States  sufficient,  it  loses  again  the 
federal  and  partakes  of  the  national  character."  The  Gov- 
ernment created  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
therefore,  is  neither  a  national  nor  a  federal  government, 
"  but  a  composition  of  both."  "In  its  foundation  it  is  fede- 
ral, n<  it  national;  in  the  sources  from  which  the  ordinary 
pov?ers  of  the  Governme:.'t  are  drawn,  it  is  partly  federal 
and  partly  national;  in  the  operation  of  these  powers  it  is 
national ,  not  federal ;  in  the  extent  of  them  it  is  federal,  not 
national." 

6.  That  it  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  Govern- 
ment created  by  the  Constitution  that  the  military  should 
be  subordinate  to  the  civil  power,  and  that  such  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  founders  of  the  Government  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  the  I'resideut  was  made  Commander-in-Chief 
ol  the  Army  and  Navy. 

0.  That  Congress  alone  can  declare  what  are  crimes  against 
tho  United  States,  and  can  alone  legislate  for  the  punish- 
ment thereof.  That  it  is  not  competent  for  the  President, 
in  any  character,  or  for  any  military  commander,  to  re- 
etrict  the  right  of  suffrage  iu  any  State,  or  to  impose  con- 
ditions precedent  to  the  exercise  thereof;  nor  can  the  will 
or  judgment  of  the  Presiilent  enlarge  his  powers  beyond 
what  are  conferred  by  the  Constitution. 

7.  That  all  the  powers  of  tho  General  Government  are 
derived  from  tho  Constitution ;  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  confers  power,  and  the  Constitutions  of  the 
several  States  limit  power ;  that  the  General  Government 
can  oidy  exercise  such  powers  as  are  conferred  by  the  Con- 
Btitution  of  the  United  States ;  that  but  for  the  State  Con- 
stitutions each  State,  within  its  own  jurisdiction,  could 
exercise  all  governmental  power. 

8.  That  Governments  are  instituted  for  the  protection  of 
minorities,  tho  chief  objects  being  to  secure  to  tlie  citizen 
his  right  to  personal  liberty,  and  to  protect  him  in  the 
possession  and  enjoyment  of  his  private  property. 

8.  That   there   ia  no  suih  power  as  "the  war  power" 


known  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  ontsid"  of 
the  powers  conferred  by  and  enumerated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

10.  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States  enforces 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  laws,  as  do  the  State 
Governments,  by  acting  directly  upon  the  citizolis ;  that  it 
cannot  create  a  State  Government  or  a  State  Constitution, 
or  alter  one;  that  it  has  no  right  to  interfere,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  alter,  abolish,  or  procure  a  change  in  tho 
Constitittion  of  any  State,  but  is  Ijound  to  protect  existing 
Constitutions  in  each  and  every  State  from  any  attempt  to 
substitute  for  them  a  Government  not  republican  in  form, 
and  cannot  act  against  States  or  political  comumuities  as 
such,  but  is  confined  in  its  action  to  the  punishment  of 
persons,  there  being  no  right  of  eminent  domaiu  in  the 
Government  of  tho  United  States,  the  soil  of  each  State 
belonging  to  it  and  the  peojile  thereof. 

11.  That  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  tho  Government  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  department  thereof,  to  destroy 
the  State  Governments,  and  substitute  for  them  Teriitorial 
or  any  other  form  of  Government,  would  be  an  exercise  of 
arbitrary  and  usurped  power,  destructive  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  violative  of  the  Constitution,  and  an  overthrow 
of  the  Government  created  by  it. 

12.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  servants  of  the  people  to 
whom  tbe  administration  ol'the  Government  is  intrusted,  and 
to  whom  its  powers  have  been  confided,  to  put  down  rebel- 
lion against  its  authority  whenever  orgai.ized,  to  the  end 
that  the  law-abiding  citizen  may  be  protected  in  the  en- 
joyment of  tbe  blessings  the  Government  was  designed  to 
confer  ;  that,  if  necessary  to  this  end,  the  whole  miliary 
and  naval  jjower  of  the  Government  can  and  should  be 
used,  not  against  the  Slates  as  such,  nor  in  a  war  against 
populations  and  homes,  butagainst  the  citizens  aud  persons 
so  resisting  the  authority  of  the  Government  and  defying 
its  jiower. 

13.  That  the  whole  millitary  power  of  the  Government 
should  be  directed  against  the  armies  of  the  Confederates, 
and  that,  until  they  are  broken  aud  dispersed,  there  can  be 
no  peace  upon  the  basis  of  a  re-union  of  the  States. 

Feb.  8 — Mr.  Sumner  offered  these  resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  determine  the  duties  of  tho 
national  Governm.'nt  at  the  present  moment,  it  is  of  the 
first  importance  that  we  should  see  aud  understand  the 
real  character  of  the  contest  which  has  been  forced  upon 
the  United  States,  for  a  failure  truly  to  appreciate  this  coa- 
lest  must  end  disastrously  In  a  failure  of  those  proper  ef- 
forts which  are  essential  to  the  rc-ostablishment  of  unity 
and  concord  ;  that,  recognizing  the  contest  in  its  real  char- 
acter, as  it  must  bo  recorded  by  history,  it  will  be  apparent 
beyond  controversy,  that  this  is  not  an  ordinary  rebellion, 
or  "an  ordinary  war,  but,  that  it  is  absolutely  without  pre- 
cedent, differing  clearly  from  every  other  rebellion  and 
every  other  war,  inasmuch  as  it  is  an  audacious  attempt,  for 
tho  first  time  in  history,  to  found  a  wicked  power  on  tho 
corner-stone  of  slavery  ;  and  that  such  an  attempt  having 
this  single  object — whether  regarded  as  rebellion  or  as  war 
— is  so  completely  penetrated  and  absorbed,  so  entirely 
filled  and  possessed  by  slavery,  that  it  can  be  justly  re- 
garded as  nothing  else  than  the  huge  impersonation  of  this 
crime,  at  once  rebel  and  belligerent,  or  in  other  words,  as 
slavery  in  arms. 

2.  That,  recognizing  the  unquestionable  identity  of  the 
rebellion  and  of  slavery,  so  that  each  is  to  the  other  as  an- 
other self,  it  becomes  plain  that  the  rebellion  cannot  be 
crushed  without  crushing  slavery,  as  slavery  cannot  be 
crushed  without  crushing  the  rebellion ;  that  every  forbear- 
ance to  the  one  is  a  forbearance  to  the  other,  and  every 
blow  at  the  one  is  a  blow  at  the  other;  that  all  who  toler- 
ate slavery  tolerate  the  rebellion,  aud  all  who  strike  at 
slavery  strike  at  the  rebellion;  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  our 
supremest  duty,  in  which  all  other  present  duties  are  con- 
tained, to  ^akecare  that  the  barbarism  of  slavery,  in  which 
alone  the  rebellion  has  its  origin  and  life,  is  so  utterly  tram- 
pled out  that  it  can  never  spring  up  again  anywhere  in  the 
rebel  and  belligerent  region ;  for  leaving  this  duty  undone 
nothing  is  done,  and  all  our  blood  and  treasure  have  been 
lavished  in  vain. 

3.  That  in  dealing  'n-ith  tho  rebel  war  the  National  Gov- 
ernment is  Invested  with  two  classes  of  rights — one  the 
rights  of  sovcreignt;/,  inher<'nt  and  indefeasible  every^^"here 
within  the  limits  of  tho  United  States,  and  the  other  the 
rirjhts  of  war,  or  belligerent  rights,  wliich  have  been  su- 
perinduced by  the  nature  and  e.xtent  of  the  contest;  that, 
by  virtue  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  the  rebel  and  bellig- 
erent region  is  now  subject  to  the  National  Government  as 
its  only  riglitful  Government,  bound  under  tho  Constitu- 
tion to  all  the  duties  of  sovereignty,  and  by  special  mandate 
bound  also  "  to  guarantee  to  every  State  a  republican  form 
of  government,  and  to  protect  it  against  invasion ;"  that,  by 
virtue  o£  the  rights  of  war,  this  same  region  is  subject  to  all 
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the  conditions  and  incidents  of  war,  according  to  the  estab- 
lished usages  of  Christian  nations,  out  of  which  is  derived 
the  familiar  maxim  of  public  duty,  "Indemnity  for  the  past 
and  security  for  the  future." 

4.  That,  in  seeking  the  restoration  of  the  States  to  their 

E roper  places  as  members  of  the  Republic,  so  that  every 
tate  shall  enjoy  again  its  constitutional  functions,  and 
every  stitr  on  our  national  flag  shall  rejirescnt  a  State,  in 
reality  as  well  as  in  name,  care  must  be  taken  that  the  re- 
bellion is  not  allowed,  through  any  negligence  or  mistaken 
concession,  to  retain  the  least  footli'  kl  fur  luture  activity, 
or  the  least  germ  of  future  life ;  that,  whether  proceeding 
by  the  exercise  of  sovereign  rights  or  of  belligerent  rights, 
tlie  same  precautions  must  be  exacted  against  future  peril ; 
that,  therefore,  any  system  of  "reconstruction"  must  be 
rejected,  which  does  not  provide  by  irreversible  guarantees 
against  the  continued  existence  or  possible  revival  of  sla- 
very, and  that  such  guarantees  can  be  primarily  obtained 
only  through  the  agency  of  the  national  Government, 
which  to  tills  end  must  assert  a  temporary  supremacy,  mil- 
itary or  civil,  throughout  the  rebel  and  belligerent  region, 
of  suf&cient  duration,  to  stamp  upon  this  region  the  char- 
acter of  f)-eedom. 

5.  That,  in  the  exercise  of  this  essential  supremacy  of  the 
tational  Government,  a  solemn  duty  is  cast  upon  Congress 
to  see  that  no  rebel  State  is  prematurely  restored  to  its  cou- 
Btitutional  functions  until,  within  its  borders,  all  proper 
safeguards  are  established,  so  that  loyal  citizens,  including 
the  nev.-made  freedmen,  cannot  at  any  time  be  molested  by 
evil-disposed  persons,  and  especially  that  no  man  there  may 
be  made  a  slave ;  that  this  solemn  duty  belongs  to  Congress 
under  the  Constitution,  whether  in  the  exercise  of  rights  of 
sovereignty  or  rights  of  war,  and  that  in  its  performance 
that  system  of  "  reconstruction"  will  be  found  the  best, 
howsoever  it  may  be  named,  which  promises  most  surely  to 
accomplish  the  desired  end,  so  that  slavery,  wliich  is  the 
eynonym  of  the  rebellion,  shall  absolutely  cease  through- 
out the  whole  rebel  and  belligerent  region,  and  the  land 
which  it  has  maddened,  impoverished,  and  degraded, 
shall  become  safe,  fertUe,  and  glorious,  from  assured  eman- 
cipation. 

6.  That,  in  the  process  of  "reconstruction,"  it  is  not 
enough  to  secure  the  death  of  slavery  throughout  the  rebel 
and  bellgerent  region  only  ;  that  experience  testifies  against 
slavery  wliorover  it  exists,  not  only  as  a  crime  against  hu- 
manity, but  as  a  disturber  of  the  public  peace  aud  the 
Bpoiler  of  the  public  liberties,  including  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  tho  liberty  of  travel  and 
transit ;  that  obviously,  in  the  progress  of  civilization,  it 
bus  become  incompatible  with  good  government,  and  espe- 
cially with  that  "republican  form  of  government"  which 
the  United  States  are  bound  to  guarantee  to  every  Slate  ; 
that  from  tlie  outbreak  of  this  rebel  war,  even  in  States 
professing  loyalty,  it  has  been  an  open  check  upon  patriotic 
duty  and  an  open  accessory  to  the  rebellion,  so  as  to  be  a 
source  of  unquestionable  weakness  to  the  national  cause  ; 
that  the  defiant  pretensions  of  the  master,  claiming  the  con- 
trol of  his  slave,  are  in  direct  conflict  with  the  paramount 
rights  of  tho  national  Government ;  and  that,  therefore,  it 
is  the  further  duty  of  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  dou- 
ble powers,  under  tho  Constitution,  as  guardian  o(  the  na- 
tional safety ,  to  take  all  needful  steps  to  secure  the  extinction 
of  slavery,  even  in  StiUos  professing  loyalty,  so  that  this 
crime  against  humanity,  this  disturber  of  the  public  peace, 
and  this  spoiler  of  th"  public  liberties  shall  no  longer  exist 
anywhere  to  menace  tho  general  harmony  ;  that  civiliza- 
tion may  be  no  longer  shocked;  that  the  constitutional 
guaranty  of  a  republican  form  of  government  to  every 
Slate  may  be  fulfilled  ;  that  tho  rebellion  may  be  deprived 
of  the  traitorous  aid  and  comfort  which  slavery  has  in- 
stinctively volunteered ;  aud  that  the  master  claiming  an 
unnatural  property  in  human  flesh,  may  no  longer  defy  the 
national  Government. 

7.  That  in  addition  to  the  guaranties  stipulated  by  Con- 
gress, and  as  the  cap-stone  to  its  work  of  restoration  and 
reconciliation,  the  Constitution  itself  must  be  so  amended 
as  to  prohibit  slavery  everywhere  within  the  limits  of  tho 
Republic  ;  that  sech  a  prohibition,  leaving  all  personal 
claims,  whether  of  slave  or  master,  to  the  legislation  of 
Congress  and  of  the  Slates,  will  be  in  itself  a  sacred  and  in- 
violable guaranty,  representing  the  collective  will  of  tho 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  placing  universal  emanci- 
pation under  the  sanction  of  the  Constitution,  so  that  free- 
dom shall  be  engraved  on  every  foot  of  the  national  soil, 
and  be  woven  into  every  star  of  the  national  flag,  while  it 
elevates  and  inspires  our  whole  national  existence,  and  the 
Constitution,  so  often  invoked  for  sla-very,  but  at  last  in 
harmcjny  with  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  will  be- 
come, according  to  the  holy  aspirations  of  its  founders, 
the  sublime  guardian  of  the  inalienable  right  of  every 
human  being  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness; all  of, which  must  be  done  in  the  name  of  tho 
Union,  in  duty  to  humanity,  and  for  the  sake  of  permanent 
peace. 


IN  HOUSE. 
1863,  Dec.  14 — Mr.  Harding  offered  this  res- 
olution which  was  laid  over  under  the  rule  : 

Jirsolvcd,  That  the  Union  has  not  been  dissolved,  and  that 
whenever  tho  rebellion  in  any  of  the  seceded  States  shall  ba 
put  down  and  subdued,  either  by  force  of  the  Federal  arms 
or  by  the  voluntary  submission  of  tho  people  of  such  State 
to  the  authority  of  the  Constitution,  then  such  State  will 
be  thereby  restored  to  all  its  rights  and  privileges  as  a  State 
of  the  Union,  under  the  constitution  of  such  State  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  including  tho  right  to 
regulate,  order  aud  control  its  own  domestic  institutions 
according  to  the  constitutution  and  laws  of  such  State,  free 
from  all  congressional  or  executive  control  or  dictation. 

May  2 — The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table 
— yeas  67,  nays  56,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Bout 
well,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Deming,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eekley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fen- 
ton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Grinnell,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  A.  W. 
Hubbard,  J.  H.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  McClurg,  Mc- 
ludoe,  S.  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Per- 
ham.  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H. 
Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon, 
Sloan,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  William  B.Wash- 
burn, Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom — 67. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ancona,  Baily,  Aiiijustus  C.  Baldwin,  Ja<:"4i 
B.  Blair,  Brooks,  William  G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Dato- 
son,  Denison,  Eden,  Ehlridije,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Gris- 
wold,  Ilall,  Ilardinr/,  Harrington,  C/iarks  M.  Harris,  Her' 
rick,  Uoliiian,  Hatchins,  Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnson^ 
Kernan,  King.  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  ilah 
lory,  Mdrcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Morrison,  Noble,  Perry, 
Radford,  Bnbinson,  James  S.  liollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Whaley,  Wheeler, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Fernando  Wood,  Yea- 
mmn — 56. 

December  14 — Mr.  Wadsworth  offered  thia 
resolution,  which  was  laid  over  under  the  rule  : 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
people,  and  the  Federal  Executive  can,  neither  directly  nor 
indirectly,  exercise  any  of  the  powers  thus  reserved  or  law- 
fully restrict  or  obstruct  the  exercise  thereof  by  the  people. 

May  2 — The  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Ilebellious  States — yeas  G9, 
nays  50,  as  follows  : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Cobb,  Cole,  Dawes, 
Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Fen- 
ton,  Frank,  Garfield,  Grinnell,  ifigby,  Hotchkiss,  A.  W. 
Hubbard,  J.  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Julian,  Kelley,  0.  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Longyear,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mcludoe,  Sam'l  F. 
Miller,  Moorhead,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton, 
Chai-les  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perham,  Pike,  Price,  Alexander  H. 
Rice,  John  II.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield, 
Shannon,  Smith,  Spalding.  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson, 
William  B.  Washbm-n,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windom— (59. 

Nat,-^— Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Augustus 
C.  Baldwin,  Brooks,  William  G.  Brown,  Chanler,  Cox,Deni- 
son,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Grisivold,  Hall, 
Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick, 
Holman,  Hatchins,  Philip  Johnson,  Wm.  Johnson,  Kemaji, 
King,  Knapp,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Marcy,  McDotcell, 
McKlnnoj,  Morriscm,  Noble,  Perry,  Radford,  Robinson, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Struuse, 
Stuart,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Fer- 
nando  Wood,  Yeaman—bd. 

1863,  December — Mr.  Yeaman  offered  these 
resolutions  ;  which  were  refered  to  the  Judici- 
ary Committee : 

Joint  resolutions  concerning  tho  restoration  of  the  civil 
authority  of  the  United  States  and  of  certain  States  with- 
in regions  once  or  now  under  the  control  of  the  existing 
rebel  liim. 

Be  it  resolved,  d-c,  1.  That  a  combination  of  persons,  iu 
the  name  of  a  State,  or  an  assumed  confederation  of  States, 
for  levying  war  against  the  United  States,  or  for  withdraw- 
ing such  States  from  the  Union,  does  not  .alter  tho  legal 
character  of  the  act  done,  nor  excuse  those  engaged  in  it, 
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Df^r  does  any  (mch  combination,  levyinorof  war.  or  attempt- 
e'l  withdrawal  amount  to  any  tle-^truction,  forfeiture,  or  ab- 
dication of  the  right  of  those  wlio  at  anv  time  acknowledge 
olleptiance  and  render  obedience  to  the  United  States  to  ad- 
minister, amend,  or  establish  a  State  government. 

2.  That  a  formal  return  or  readmission  oi'  any  S'tate  to 
the  Union  is  not  necessary.  It  is  sutBcieut  that  the  people, 
or  those  who  are  loyal  in  any  State,  and  qualified  liy  the 
election  laws  thereof  in  force  before  (he  rebellion,  shall  at 
any  time  resume  the  functions  of  a  State  government  com- 
patible with  the  Union  and  with  the  Constitution  and  1 1  ws 
of  the  United  States,  and  doing  this  is  suiScient  evidence  of 
loyalty  for  the  purpose  of  doing  it. 

3.  That  all  questions  touching  property-rights  and  inter 
ests  arising  out  of  confiscation  and  emancipation,  and  the 
effect  of  any  law,  proclamation,  military  order,  or  emer- 
gency of  war,  or  act  of  rebellion,  upon  the  title  to  any  prop- 
erty, or  upon  the  status  of  any  persons  heretofore  held  to 
Bei-vice  or  labor  in  any  State,  are  left  for  the  judicial  de- 
termination of  the  courts  of  tlie  United  States. 

4.  That  the  whole  power  of  the  nation  is  pledged  for  the 
Buppressi'in  of  the  rebellion,  the  execution  of  the  laws,  the 
defense  of  Inyal  citizens  in  any  .State,  the  territorial  integ- 
rity of  the  Republic,  and  the  nationality  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

5.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
abridge  or  lessen  any  valid  defense,  or  as  waiving  the  right 
of  the  Government  to  inflict  punishment ;  the  purpose  being 
to  declare  the  nullity  of  secession  as  a  State  ordinance,  to 
define  the  olijoets  of  the  war,  and  to  express  the  sense  of 
Congress  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  restoring  harmonious  re- 
lations betwefin  the  Government  and  certain  of  the  States 
and  the  disaflected  people  thereof. 

Subsequently,  December  21,  he  offered  these 
resolutions,  being,  in  part,  a  modification  of 
the  otheis,  upon  which  he  addressed  the  House, 
Januar^y  12,  1864: 

Resolved,  That  a  conspiracy  of  persons  combined  to- 
gether, and  assuming  the  name  of  a  State,  or  a  confederation 
of  States,  for  levying  war  upon  the  United  States,  or  for 
withdrawing  such  States  from  the  Union,  does  not  extin- 
guish the  political  franchises  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  such 
States:  and  such  loyal  citizens  have  the  right, at  any  time, 
to  administer,  amend,  or  establish  a  State  government 
without  other  condition  than  that  it  shall  be  republican  in 
form. 

2.  That  a  formal  return  or  readmission  of  any  State  into 
the  Union  is  not  necessary.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  people, 
or  those  who  are  loyal  in  any  State,  and  qualified  by  the 
election  laws  thereof  in  force  before  the  reliellion,  shall,  at 
any  time,  resume  the  functions  of  a  State  government  com- 
patible with  the  Union, and  with  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States ;  and  doing  this  is  sufficient  evidence 
of  loyalty  for  the  purpose  of  doing  it. 

3.  That  all  questions  touching  property-rights  and  inter- 
ests, arising  out  of  confiscation  and  emancipation,  and  the 
effect  and  validity  of  any  law,  proclamation.  miUtary  order, 
emergency  of  war,  or  act  of  rebellion,  upon  the  title  to  any 
property,  or  upon  the  status  of  any  persons  heretofore 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  any  State  under  the  laws  thereof, 
are  left  for  the  judicial  determination  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

The  House  refusing  to  second  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question  on  their  passage,  they 
were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lovejoy,  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Rebellious  States. 

Feb.  IG — Mr.  Boutwell  proposed  these  res- 
olutions : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  rebellious  States  be 
In.struct(d  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
recommending  to  this  Uouse  the  adoption  of  the  following 
Declaration  of  Opinions: 

In  view  of  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  and  es- 
pecially in  view  of  the  recent  signal  successes  of  the  national 
arms,  prnmisiug  a  speedy  overthrow  of  the  rebellion,  this 
Ilouse  m  ik's  the  following  declaration  of  opinions  concern- 
ing the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  States  and  parts  of 
Stites  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  and  embraced  in  the  proc- 
lamation of  emancipation  issued  by  the  President  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1SG3;  and  also  concerning  the  rela- 
tions now  subsisting  between  the  people  of  such  States  and 
parts  of  States  on  the  one  side  and  the  American  Union  on 
the  other. 

It  is  therefore  declared,  fas  the  opinion  of  the  Ho'ise  of 
Representatives.)  'I'lmt  tin-  institnlion  of  slavery  waj  the 
cause  of  the  present  rel,elli(iii,  and  that  the  destruction  of 
elaveryin  the  reJiellic, us  States  is  an  etiieient  means  of  weak- 
ening the  power  of  the  rebels ;  that  the  President's  procla- 


mation, wherehy  all  persons  heretofore  held  as  slaTOB  fn 
such  States  and  parts  of  States  have  been  declared  free,  has 
had  the  effect  to  increase  the  power  of  the  Union  and  to 
diminish  the  power  of  its  enemies;  that  the  freedom  of  such 
persons  was  desirable  and  just  in  itself,  and  an  efficient 
means  Iiy  which  the  Government  was  to  be  maintained  and 
its  authority  re-established  in  all  the  territory  and  over  all 
tlio  people  within  the  legal  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Suites ; 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  and  of  loyal  men 
everywhere  to  do  what  may  be  practicable  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  proclamation,  in  order  to  secure  in  fact  as  well 
as  by  the  forms  of  law  the  extinction  of  slavery  in  such 
States  and  parts  of  States;  and  finally,  that  it  is  "the  para- 
mount duty  of  the  Government  and  of  all  loyal  men  to  labor 
for  the  restoration  of  the  American  Union  on  the  basis  of 
freedom. 

And  this  House  does  further  declare.  That  a  State  can 
exist  or  cease  to  exist  only  by  the  will  of  the  people  within 
its  limits,  aud  that  it  cannot  be  created  or  destroyed  by  the 
external  force  or  opinion  of  other  States,  or  even  by  the 
judgment  or  action  of  the  nation  itself;  that  a  State  when 
created  by  the  will  of  its  people  can  become  a  member  of 
the  American  Union  only  by  its  own  organized  action  and 
the  concurrent  action  of  the  existing  National  Government ; 
that  when  a  State  has  been  admitted  to  the  Union,  no  vote, 
resolution,  ordinance,  or  proceeding,  on  its  part,  however 
formal  in  character  or  vigorously  sustained,  can  deprive  the 
National  Government  of  the  legal  jurisdiction  and  sover- 
eignty over  the  territory  and  people  of  such  State  which 
existed  previous  to  the  act  of  admission,  or  which  wero 
acquired  thereby;  that  the  effect  of  the  so-called  acta, 
resolutions,  and  ordinances  of  secession  adopted  by  the 
eleven  States  engaged  in  the  present  rebellion  is,  and  can 
only  be,  to  destroy  those  political  organizations  as  States, 
while  the  legal  and  constitutional  jurisdiction  and  authoriy 
of  the  National  Government  over  the  people  an<l  territory 
remain  unimiiaiied  ;  that  these  several  communities  can  be 
organized  into  States  only  by  the  will  of  the  loyal  people 
expressed  freely  and  in  the  absence  of  all  coercion ;  that 
States  so  organized  can  become  States  of  the  American 
Union  onlj'  when  they  shall  have  applied  for  admission  and 
their  admission  shall  have  been  authorized  by  the  existing 
National  Government;  that  when  a  people  have  organized 
a  State  upon  the  basis  of  allegiance  to  the  Union,  and  ap- 
plied for  aiimission,  the  character  of  the  institutions  of  such 
proposed  State  may  constitute  a  sufficient  justification  for 
granting  or  rejecting  such  application;  and  inasmuch  aa 
experience  ha.s  shown  that  the  existence  of  human  slavery 
is  incompatible  with  a  republican  form  of  Government  in 
the  several  States  or  in  the  United  States,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  i)eace,  prosperity,  and  unity  of  the  nation,  It^  a 
the  duty  of  the  people  and  of  all  men  in  authority'  to  resist  . 
the  admission  of  slave  States  wherever  organized  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  National  Government. 

1864,  March  14 — Mr.  Williams  oflFered  these 
resolutions,  which  were  laid  over  under  the 
rule  : 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  relation  between  the  Union 
and  the  rebel  States  constitutes  a  condition  of  public  war, 
with  all  the  consequences  attaching  thereto  under  the  law 
of  nature  and  of  nations. 

2.  That  the  appeal  of  the  rebel  States  from  the  jurisdio 
tion  of  the  ordinary  tribunals  established  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  the  arbitrament  of  ihe  sword  has  not,  however,  with- 
drawn the  case  beyond  the  purview  of  the  Constitution, 
which,  in  conferring  the  war  power  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment, has  made  the  law  of  war  the  rule  of  conduct  in  tlio 
prosecution  and  adjustment  of  the  pending  controversy. 

3  That  while  the  rebel  States  are,  by  thai  law  and  by 
the  solemn  recognition  thereof  in  the  proclamation  made 
by  tho  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  10th  of  August, 
A.  D.  ISGI,  under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  aulhirily  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  loth  of  July  of 
the  same  year,  interdicting'  a  1  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween their  citizens  and  those  of  the  loyal  States,  in  tlie 
attitude  of  bell';,'ereuts,  and  outside  of  the  Union  as  States, 
by  construction  of  law  as  wel  as  in  point  of  fact,  and  hav» 
thereby  either  abdicated  or  forfeited  their  right.s  to  mem- 
bersliip  therein,  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment over  their  territory  and  Citizens  continue  unitnp.iiied, 
and  the  latter  are  still  amenable  to  the  law  and  the  judicial 
tribunals  of  the  United  States  for  their  treason  and  other 
crim  s  against  the  same 

4.  That  so  long  as  those  States  continue  under  the  armed 
occupation  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  employed  in 
suppressing  the  rebellion  against  its  authority,  the  local 
laws  are  necessarily  subordinated,  and  the  functions  of  the 
civil  authorities  so  far  suspended  therein  as  to  prevent  the 
exerc  se  of  all  the  rights  arising  out  of  their  relations  to 
this  Government,  and  to  disable  them  from  electing  men»- 
bers  of  either  branch  of  Congress,  or  electors  for  the  choice 
of  a  President  of  the  United  States. 
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5.  That  the  occupation  of  these  States  by  the  armed  forces 
of  the  United  States,  cither  under  military  commanders  or 
proWsional  Governors  apjiointed  by  the  Executive,  resting 
for  its  lawfulness  upon  tlio  condition  of  insurrection  exist- 
ing therein,  is  a  purely  military  one,  and  ought  to  deter- 
mine witli  the  necessity  wliieli  produced  it. 

6.  That  as  soon  as  the  retjelliou  is  suppressed  in  any  of 
the  revolted  States,  by  tlio  reconquest  and  occupation  thereof 
by  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  and  the  same  are  so 
tranquihzed  as  to  furnish  adequate  assurance  against  the 
recurrence  of  disturbance  tlierein,  it  will  become  the  duty 
of  tlie  President  to  communicate  the  fact  to  Congress  in 
order  that  it  may  take  the  proper  measures  for  fhe  reor- 
ganization of  the  ciTil  governments  and  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  civil  functionaries  therein,  and  prescribe  such 
terms  as  it  may  deem  wise  and  proper  and  consistent  with 
the  public  safety  for  the  readmission  of  those  districts  as 
States  of  tills  Union. 

7.  That  it  is  the  exclusive  right  of  the  legislative  power 
of  tlie  Government  to  say  upon  what  terms  those  Territories 
shall  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  Union ;  and  that  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  existing  controversy  in  the  Government 
ad  interim  of  the  reconquered  territory,  and  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  terms  of  reorganization  and  readmission,  it 
will  be  entirely  within  their  competency  to  punish  the  trea- 
son of  individuals  and  provide  indemnity  for  the  expenses 
of  the  war  and  security  against  any  future  outbreak  of  the 
like  kind  by  removing  its  causes  and  confiscating  absolutely 
the  property  and  estate  of  the  guilty  authors  and  abettors 
thereof. 

Rebel  Views  of  "Reconstruction." 

1861. 

By  Jefferson  Davis,  February  16,  1861,  at 
Montgomery  : 

The  time  for  compromise  has  now  passed,  and  the  South 
Is  determined  to  maintain  her  position,  and  make  all  who 
oppose  her  smell  southern  powder  and  feel  soutliern  steel  if 
coercion  is  persisted  in.  He  had  no  doubts  as  to  the  result. 
He  said  we  will  maintain  our  rights  and  Government  at  all 
hazards.  We  ask  nothing,  we  w.tnt  nothing;  we  will  have 
no  complications.  If  the  other  States  join  our  confederation 
they  can  freely  come  in  on  our  terms.  Our  separation  from 
the  old  Union  is  now  complete.  No  compromise,  no  recon- 
Btruction  is  now  to  be  entertained. 

By  Walter  Brooke,  of  Mississippi,  in  "Con- 
federate" Provisional  Congress,  March  5,  1861, 
quoting  Davis  and  Stephens : 

These  men  have  long  since  given  up  all  hope  of  receiving 
satisfaction  f mm  the  ucr'eral  C-overnment,  and  the  entire 
people  of  Mississippi  stand  to-day  upon  the  same  platform. 
I  am  authorized,  I  think,  to  speak  their  sentiments  on  this 
floor,  I'rum  the  information  I  am  daily  receiving.  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is  a  man  in  Mississippi  who  desires  a  re- 
construction of  this  Government,  or  who  will  not  fully  in- 
dorse the  sentiments  uttcrod  by  you,  yiy.  President,  that 
"the  separation  is  perfect,  coinplete,  and  perpetual,"  and 
likewise  the  sentiments  of  our  tLitinguished  President  of 
the  Confederate  States,  when  he  declared  that  "  a  recon- 
struction is  neither  practicable  nor  desirable." 

T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  a  member  of  the 
Provisional  Congress,  spoke  at  Atlanta  on  re- 
construction : 

I  am  against  it  now  and  forever.  What  have  we  worked  for  ? 
Simply  a  new  Constitution  ?  No !  we  sought  to  be  relieved 
of  the  North  because  they  were  fleecing  us ;  giving  fishing 
bounties  and  otherwise  squandering  the  public  treasure, 
and  filling  their  pockets  from  our  labors.  I  would  not  unite 
with  them  if  they  were  to  bind  themselves  in  amounts  more 
than  they  were  worth,  and  give  me  a  distress  warrant  to 
sell  them  out.  I  msh  the  people  of  Georgia  to  say — this 
shall  be  a  slaveholding  confederacj',  and  nothing  else. 

Jeff.  Davis,  in  his  message  of  November, 
1801, says: 

If,  instead  of  being  a  dissolution  of  a  league,  it  were  in- 
deed a  rebellion  in  which  wo  are  engaged,  we  might  find 
ample  vindication  in  the  course  we  have  adopted  in  the 
scenes  wliiih  are  now  being  enacted  in  the  United  States. 
Our  people  now  look  with  contemptuous  astonishment  on 
those  witli  whom  they  have  been  so  recently  associated. 
They  shrink  with  aversion  from  the  bare  idea  of  renewing 
such  a  connection. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  OP  GEORGIA, 

December  11,  1861. 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
Georgia,  in  General  Assembly  met,  That  it  ia  the  sense  of 


this  General  Assembly  that  the  separation  of  those  States 
now  forming  the  Confederate  States  of  America  from  the 
United  States  is,  and  ought  to  be,  final  and  u-revocable ;  and 
that  Georgia  will,  under  no  circumstances,  entertain  any 
proposition  from  any  quarter  which  may  have  for  its  object 
a  restoration  or  reconstruction  of  the  late  Union,  on  any 
terms  or  conrUtious  whatever. 

Rciolved,  That  the  war  which  the  United  States  is  waging 
upon  the  Confederate  States  should  be  met  on  our  part  with 
the  utmost  vigor  and  energy,  until  our  independence  and 
nationality  are  unconditionally  acknowledged  by  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  Georgia  pledges  herself  to  her  sister  States 
of  the  Confederacy  that  she  will  stand  by  them  throughout 
the  struggle ;  she  will  contribute  all  the  means  which  her 
resources  will  supply,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  necessai-y 
to  the  support  of  the  common  cause,  and  will  not  consent  to 
lay  down  arms  until  peace  is  established  on  the  basis  of  tha 
foregoing  resolutions.  WARREN  AIKEN, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
L.  Cakrington,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  BILLLT3, 
President  of  the  Senate. 
James  M.  Morlet,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  11,  lS6i. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN,  Governvr. 
See  Roger  A.  Pryor's  declaration  at  Charles- 
ton, page  112. 

1862. 
Feb.   3 — The   Congress  adopted  this  pream- 
ble and  resolution  unanimously  : 

Whereas,  the  United  States  are  waging  war  against  the 
Confederate  States,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  compelling 
the  latter  to  re-unite  with  them  under  the  same  constitu- 
tion and  government ;  and  whereas,  the  waging  of  wai 
with  such  an  object  is  in  cUrect  opposition  to  the  sound  re- 
publican maxim,  that  "all  government  rests  upon  the  con- 
sent of  tho  governed,"  and  can  only  tend  to  consolidation  in 
the  General  Government,  and  the  consequent  destniction  of 
the  rights  of  the  States ;  and  whereas,  this  result  being  at- 
tained, the  two  sections  can  only  exist  together  in  the  re- 
lation of  the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed,  because  of  the 
great  preponderance  of  power  in  the  Northern  section 
coupled  with  cUssimilarity  of  interests ;  and  whereas,  we, 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States, 
in  Congress  assembled,  may  be  presumed  to  know  the  sen- 
timents of  said  people,  having  just  been  elected  by  them : 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved.  That  this  Congress  do  solemnly  declai-e  and 
publish  to  the  world  that  it  is  the  unalterable  determina- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  (in  humble  re- 
liance upon  Almighty  God)  to  suffer  all  the  calamities  of 
the  most  protracted  war,  but  that  they  will  never,  on  any 
terms,  politically  afiiUate  with  a  people  who  are  guilty  of 
an  invasion  of  their  soil  and  the  butchery  of  their  citizens. 

JoHX  C.  Breckinridge,  announcing  himself 
a  candidate  in  the  Eleventh  District  of  Ken- 
tucky for  the  permanent  "  Confederate"  Con- 
gress, at  the  election  held  Jan.  22,  said  : 

I  am  utterly  opposed  to  a  reconstruction  of  the  old  Gov- 
ernment, or  any  measure  which  in  the  remotest  degree 
tends  in  that  direction.  For  one,  I  shall  never  consent 
that  peace  shall  be  made  until  the  very  last  of  all  the  ene- 
mies of  our  liberty  shall  be  driven,  not  only  fmm  our  hal- 
lowed soil,  but  from  every  foot  of  territory  which,  by  its 
geographical  position,  naturally  belongs  to  tlie  South.  God 
graot  that  the  day  may  not  be  far  distant  when  Ivpntucky 
will  avise,  free  and  disenthralled,  and  assume  her  true  po- 
sition as  one,  the  fairest,  among  the  sisters  of  the  South. 

Alexander  R.  Boteler,  of  Virginia,  about 
the  same  Jime  said  the  same  thing : 

In  regard  to  the  canvass  for  Congress,  I  have  been  studi* 
ously  silent,  as  £  have  a  special  repugnance  to  whatever 
may  seem  like  thrusting  myself  on  the  public;  but  yon  can 
say  for  me  that  I  h.ive  consented  to  become  a  candidate, 
which  I  suppose  will  bu  suflicient.  In  doing  so,  however, 
it  is  but  proper  that  I  should  say  that,  having  done  all  that 
I  could,  consistent  with  self-respect,  to  preserve  tho  Union 
upon  its  original  basis  of  constitutional  equality,  I  am  equal- 
ly resolute  in  ray  determination  to  resist  all  attempts, 
should  any  be  made,  for  its  restoration ;  being  unalterably 
opposed  to  reconstruction,  at  any  time  or  on  any  terms. 
This  much  is  due  to  the  people  that  I  should  make  knowi^ 
before  the  election,  so  that  they  may  be  aware  of  tho  course 
I  shall  pursue,  if  elected. 

In  the  winter  of  1862,  George  N.  Sanders, 
in  his  letter  to  "  Governor  Seymour,  Dean  Rich- 


330 


EECONSTEUCTION   OF   STATES. 


mond,  John  Van  Buren,  Charles  O'Connor, 
Washington  Hunt,  Fernando  Wood,  and  James 
Brooks,  representative  men  of  the  triumphant 
/•evolutionary  party  of  JSew  "i  ork,"  under  date 
of  December  24,  said  : 

Not  only  do  you  owe  it  to  yoursoh  en  to  repudiate  every 
dollar  of  this  unconstitutional  debt,  bi  t  you  owe  it  equally 
to  your  posterity  io  pay  the  half,  if  noi  jU  the  debt  the  peo- 
ple  of  the  South' have  had  to  incur  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
citizens  and  of  States,  in  the  establishment  of  free  trade. 
******** 

Let  heart  and  brain  into  the  revolution  ;  accelerate  and 
direct  the  movement;  get  rid  of  the  Baboon,  (or  What  is 
it!)  Abraham  Lincoln,  pacifically  if  you  tan,  but  by  the 
blood  of  his  followers  if  necessary.  Withdraw  your  sup- 
port, material  and  moral,  fi-om  the  invading  armies,  and  the 
South  will  make  quick  work  with  the  Abolitionists  that 
remain  on  her  soil.  Suffer  no  degenerate  son  of  the  South, 
upon  however  plausible  pretext,  to  idly  embarr.oss  your 
action  by  throwing  into  your  way  rotte.n  planks  of  recon- 
struction. Unity  is  no  l/ynger possible.  The  very  word  Union, 
once  so  dear,  has  been  made  the  cover  for  so  many  atro- 
cious acts  that  the  mere  mention  of  it  is  odious  in  the  cars 
of  Souther II  people.  The  State  Legislatm-e  will  be  called 
upon  to  obliterate  the  hated  name  from  counties  and  towns. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  after  the  Democratic  suc- 
cesses in  the  election,  the  Richmond  papers 
took  occasion  to  assure  the  North  that  there 
could  be  no  peace  except  by  recognizing  the 
independence  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

The  Examiner  said  of  the  North  : 

They  do  not  yet  understand  that  we  are  resolute  to  be 
rid  of  them  forever,  and  determined  rather  to  die  than  to 
"ive  with  them  in  the  same  political  community  again. 

The  Dispatch  anticipating  Democratic  ascen- 
dency in  the  Union  Congress,  said  : 

It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  they  might  propose  a  re- 
eoustruction  of  the  Union,  with  certain  pledges,  guaranties, 
fcc.  To  this  the  South  will  never  consent.  They  will  never 
exist  in  thosame  political  association,  belts  name  what  it  may, 
bo  its  terms  what  they  will,  and  be  the  giiaranties  what- 
ever the  good  will  of  the  Democrats  may  make  them.  They 
want  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  Yankees,  and  they  are 
fletermiued  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  them.  Let 
them  i^ay  off  their  own  debt  with  their  own  resoui'ces,  we 
have  as  much  as  we  can  do  to  p.iy  off  ours.  We  cannot 
consent  to  retm-u  to  the  state  of  vassalage  from  which  wo 
have  emerged.  We  cannot  consent  to  sit  in  a  Congress  in 
which  nothing  is  debated  but  the  nigger  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  longest  session  to  the  end  of  it.  We  can  never 
again  afBliato  with  people  who  made  a  martjT  of  the  cold- 
blooded assassin,  John  Brown,  and  thought  he  Wiis  doing  a 
glorious  deed  when  he  was  dying  his  hands  in  the  blood  of 
our  people.  We  of  the  Confederate  States  have  made  up  our 
minds  to  endure  the  worst  extremity  to  which  war  can  re- 
duce a  people.  Wo  are  prepared  for  it.  The  Government 
that  should  propose  to  reunite  us  with  the  Yankees  could 
not  exist  a  day.  It  would  sink  so  deep  beneath  the  deluge 
of  popular  iudignation  that  even  history  would  not  be  able 
to  fish  ui)  the  wreck. 

Again,  October  18,  the  Dispatch  said : 

Nor,  after  the  sacrifices  which  the  South  has  suffered  at 
Noi'thern  hands,  could  she  ever  consent,  of  her  own  free 
will,  to  live  under  the  same  Government  with  that  people. 

The  lilooil  of  our  murdered  children  would  cry  from  the 
ground  agaiust  their  fathers  if  they  could  ever  be  guilty  of 
such  uunatiltal  and  monstrous  ingratitude.  If  the  South 
has  gi^cn  h'.r  blood  without  a  murmur  to  this  contest,  it  is 
not  becaiLse  she  does  not  value  that  blood  but  because  she 
values  freedom  more  than  life  or  any  e.arthly  possession. 
Precious,  more  than  aught  else  save  her  lienor,  are  the 
jewels  she  has  laid  upon  the  altar  of  liberty,  and  never  can 
she  consent  to  shako  hands  again  under  one  Government 
with  men  who  have  made  so  many  vacant  places  in  south- 
ern households,  atvd  whose  steel  is  dripping  with  the  blood 
of  om'  brethren  and  children. 

Henceforth  we  are  two  people. 

December  2 — The  Legislature  of  North  Car- 
olina adopted  these,  among  other,  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Confederate  States  have  the  means 
and  the  will  to  sustain  and  perpetuate  the  Government 
they  have  established,  and  to  that  end  North  Carolina  is 
determined  to  contribute  all  of  her  power  and  resources. 

Resolved,  That  the  separation  between  the  Confederate 
States  and  the  United  States  is  final,  and  that  the  people  of 


North  Carolina  will  never  consent  to  reunion  at  any  tims 
or  upon  any  terms. 

December  8 — Governor  Letcher,  of  Virginia, 
wrote : 

It  cannot  be  that  the  people  of  the  Confederat )  Statp* 
can  again  entertain  a  feeling  of  affection  and  respect  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  We  have,  therefore, 
separated  from  them ;  and  now  let  it  be  understood  that 
the  separation  is  and  ought  to  be  final  and  irrevocable ; 
that  Virginia  ■'  will  under  no  circumstances  entertain  any 
proposition  from  any  quarter  which  may  have  for  its  ob- 
ject a  restoration  or  reconstruction  of  the  late  Union,  on 
any  terms  or  conditions  whatever." 

Jeff.  Davis  addressed  the  Mississippi  Legis- 
lature, December  26,  1862,  and  is  reported  in 
the  Jackson  3Iis.tissipian  to  have  said : 

He  alluded  to  it,  however,  as  a  matter  of  regret  that  the 
best  affections  of  his  heart  should  have  been  bestowed  upon 
an  object  so  unworthy — that  he  should  have  loved  so  long 
a  Government  which  was  rotten  to  its  very  core.  He  had 
predicted  from  the  beginning  a  fierce  war,  though  it  had 
assumed  more  gigantic  proportions  than  he  had  calcuiatcd 
upon.  He  had  predicted  war  not  because  our  right  to  eft- 
cede  was  not  an  undoubted  one,  and  defined  in  the  spirit 
of  that  decliiration  which  rests  the  right  to  govern  upon 
the  consent  of  the  governed :  but  the  wickedness  of  the 
North  would  entail  war  upon  the  country. 

The  present  war,  waged  against  the  rights  of  a  ft^ee 
people,  was  unjust,  and  the  fruit  of  the  evil  passions  of  the 
North.  In  the  progress  of  the  war  those  evil  passions  have 
been  brought  out  and  developed;  and  so  far  from  reuniting 
with  such  a  pfcople — a  people  whose  descendants  Cromwell 
had  gathered  from  the  bogs  and  fens  of  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land— a  peojile  whose  intolerance  produced  discord  and 
trouble  wherever  they  wont — who  persecuted  Catholics, 
Eijiscopalians,  and  every  other  sect  that  chd  not  subscribe 
to  their  bigoted  and  contracted  notions — who  hung  witches, 
and  did  a  thousand  other  tilings  calculated  to  make  them 
forever  infamous. 

The  President  was  emphatic  in  his  declaration  that 
under  no  circumstances  would  ho  consent  to  reunion.  He 
drew  a  glowing  picture  of  the  horrors  of  war,  and  the  rav- 
ages of  the  enemy,  and  while  his  tears  flowed  for  those  who 
sutfered,  yet  all  these  would  be  endured  cheerfully  before 
our  manhood  and  our  liberties  would  be  surrendered." 

1863. 

From  the  speech  of  JefF.  Davis,  delivered  in 
Richmond,  as  reported  in  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer of  January  7  : 

You  have  shown  yourselves  in  no  respect  to  be  degenerate 
sons  of  your  fathers.  You  have  fought  mighty  battles,  and 
your  deeds  of  valor  will  live  among  the  richest  spoils  of 
Time's  ample  page.  It  is  true,  you  have  a  cause  which 
binds  you  together  more  firmly  than  your  fathers  were. 
They  fought  to  )>e  free  from  the  usurpation  of  the  British 
ciV>wu,  but  they  fought  against  a  manly  foe.  J'ou  fight  tlie 
offscourings  of  the  earth.     [Applause.]  *  *  # 

They  have  come  to  disturb  your  social  organizations  on 
the  plea  that  it  is  a  military  necessity.  For  what  are  they 
waging  war?  They  say  to  preserve  the  Union.  Can  they 
preserve  the  Union  by  destroying  the  social  existence  of  a 
portion  of  the  South  ?  Do  they  hope  to  reconstruct  the 
Union  by  striking  at  everytliing  which  is  dear  to  men  ?  By 
showing  themselves  so  utterly  disgraced  that  if  the  questioji 
was  proposed  to  you  whether  you  would  combine  with  Hy- 
enas or  Yankees,  I  trust  every  Virginian  would  say,  give 
me  the  Hyenas.  [Cries  of  '•  Good !  good  1"  and  applause.] 
[From  the  Richmond  Dispatch  of  January  11.] 

Reconstruction  I  Can  they  reconstruct  the  family  circlea 
which  they  have  broken — can  they  reconstruct  the  fortunes 
which  they  have  scattered — can  they  reconstruct  the  bodies 
of  our  dead  kindred,  which  liy  tens  of  thousands  they  have 
destroyed?  When  they  can  do  this  they  can  reconstruct 
the  old  Union.  'When  they  can  do  this — when  they  can 
breathe  the  breath  of  life  into  the  p;illid  faces  of  our  sons 
and  brothers,  and  restore  them  once  more,  living  and  happy, 
to  our  desolate  firesides,  they  may  dream  of  bringing  back 
that  Union  whose  only  principle  of  cohesion  was  the 
mutual  love  and  confidence  of  its  people. 

We  warn  the  Democrats  and  conservatixvs  of  the  North 
to  dismiss  from  their  nmids  at  once  the  miserable  delusion 
that  the  South  can  ever  consent  to  enter  again,  upon  any  terms, 
tlie  old  Unirm.  If  the  North  will  allom  us  to  write  the  Con- 
stitution ourselves,  and  give  us  every  guarantee  we  would  ask, 
we  would  sooner  he  tinder  the  Government  of  England  or 
France  titan  under  a  Union  with  men  wliO  have  s/uauu  tUat 
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they  cannot  keep  gnodfai'A,  and  are  the  most  barbarous  and 
inhuman,  as  well  as  treacherous  of  mankind. 

If  the  reconstructionists  want  ixiace,  tUey  can  easily 
have  it  upon  the  terms  ou  which  they  could  have  always 
had  it — letting  us  alone.  We  ask  neither  more  nor,  less. 
We  are  making  no  war  ou  them.  We  are  not  inv^idng 
their  territory,  nor  giving  their  homes  to  the  flames,  tiieir 
populations  to  prison  and  the  sword,  tlieir  women  to  a  late 
worse  than  death.  Let  us  alone  !  That  is  all  wo  ask.  Let 
US  alone,  and  peace  will  return  once  more  to  bless  a  dis- 
tracted land!  But  do  not  expect  us  to  degrade  ourselves  and 
Oist  dishonor  upmi  the  graves  of  our  kindred  by  ever  returrv- 
ing  to  the  emlrrace  of  those  whose  hands  arc  dripping  with 
the  tears  and  blood  of  our  people. 

The  Richmond  Sentinel  refers  to  the  address 
of  the  Democrats  of  New  Hampshire  declaring 
that  if  the  South  will  "  come  back  into  the 
L'nion,  the  Democracy  of  the  North  will  do  all 
in  their  power  to  gain  for  them  (the  Southern 
States)  such  guarantees  as  will  secure  their 
safety,"  and  remarks  that  the  proposition  is 
frank  and  courteous,  but  inadmissible.  It 
adds  : 

"They  (the  Democrats)  are  powerless  to  seo^re  for  us 
those  guarantees  of  which  th -y  admit  the  necessity.  Less 
than  three  years  ago  the  States  which  now  form  the  Con- 
federacy, sought,  in  the  spirit  of  conservatism  and  forbear- 
ance, to  avoid  disruption,  with  an  importunity  that  now 
appears  to  us  amazing.  When  we  look  bae'c  at  it  now  it 
makes  us  tremble  to  think  that  we  offered  to  take  the 
Crittenden  compromise.  15ut  conciliation  on  our  part  was 
met  only  by  contumely  and  defiance  by  the  Uepublioan 
majority.  From  that  time  the  men  who  willfully  destroyed 
the  Union  have  been  assailing  us  with  all  the  engiies  of 
destruction.  They  have  evinced  towards  us  a  malignity 
which  has  seldom  been  paralleled  in  human  history. 

"  Do  the  New  Uampshire  Democrats  supi)ose  for  one 
moment  that  we  could  so  much  as  think  of  reunion  with 
Buch  a  people?  Rather  tell  oue  to  be  wedded  to  a  corpse! 
Kather  join  hands  with  a  fiend  from  the  pit.  Since  that 
time  the  only  greeting  of  kind  words  which  hag  come  to 
ns  from  the  North,  the  New  Hampshire  men  liave  sent. 
All,  or  nearly  all  beside,  has  been  conflagration,  sword, 
demoniac  denunciation,  and  brutal  menace  i'{  destruction. 
When  those  in  the  United  States  who  are  disposed  to  deal 
fairly  with  us  shall  gain  the  rule,  we  may  in  time  begin 
to  bury  the  many  bitter  memories  which  now  add  energy  to 
our  reseiitment,  and  may  make  with  them  treaties  that 
shall  be  mutually  advantageous.  Perhaps,  hereafter, good 
will  may  be  revived  again.  But  Union — never  let  it  be 
mentioned  !     It  is  impossible." 

FROM  ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

The  Richmond  Dispatch  of  July  23,  gives  a 
Bketch  of  Alex.  H.  Stephens's  speech  at  Char- 
lotte, N.  C,  on  his  way  to  Richmond,  in  which 
after  alluding  to  Lee's  invasion  of  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  loss  of  Vicksburg, 
and  exhorting  the  people  to  give  the  govern- 
ment a  cordial  support,  he  said  : 

As  for  reconstruction,  such  a  thing  was  impossible— such 
an  idea  must  not  be  tolerated  for  an  instant.  Reconstruc- 
tion would  ui>t  end  the  war,  but  would  produce  a  more  hor- 
rible war  than  that  in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  The 
only  terms  on  which  we  can  obtain  permanent  peace  is  final 
and  complete  separation  from  the  North.  Rather  than 
submit  to  anything  short  of  that,  let  us  all  resolve  to  die 
liie  men  worthy  of  freedom. 

FROM  ROBERT  TOOMBS. 

Washington,  Ga.,  August  17, 1SG3. 
Mt  Dear  Sre :  Your  letter  of  the  loth  instant,  aski.jg  my 
auuiority  to  contradict  the  report  that  "I  am  in  favo,'  of 
reconstruction,"  was  received  this  evening.  I  can  conceive 
of  no  extremity  to  which  my  country  could  be  re.luced  in 
which  I  would  for  a  single  moment  entertain  any  proposi- 
tion for  any  union  with  the  North  on  any  terms  whatever 
When  all  else  is  lost,  I  prefer  to  unite  with  the  thousands 
of  our  own  countrymen  who  have  found  honorable  deaths, 
if  not  graves,  on  the  battl'>field.    Use  this  letter  as  you 

Very  truly,  your  friend,  &c.  R.  TOOMBS. 

Dr.  A.  I5EES,  Americus,  Ga. 

Wm.  Smith,  then  recently  elected  Governor 
of  Virginia,  made  a  speech  in  Richmond  iu  Sep- 


tember, published  in  the  Richmond  E'-aminer, 
in  which  he  "denounced,  iu  bitter  terms,  as  an 
utter  impossibility,  any  thought  of  reconstruc- 
tion on  any  conditions." 

THE  QUESTION  ABOUT  NORTHERN  "  TONE  AND 
TEMPER." 

[From  the  Richmond  Sentinel,  September  29.] 
The  House  of  Delegates  yesterday,  in  the  most  summary 
manner,  disposed  of  a  resolution  for  inquiring  into  the  tone 
and  temper  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  sulv 
ject  of  peace,  with  a  view  to  responding,  if  favorable.  The 
House  knew  what  everybody  knows — that  such  resolutions 
are  both  i  ile  and  mischievous,  for  they  will  only  be  taken 
by  our  enemies  as  evineing  more  or  less  readiness  on  our 
part  for  reconstruction.  The  House,  by  a  unanimous  voto, 
put  its  foot  ou  the  resolution,  without  a  word  of  discussion 
or  a  moment  of  delay.  In  this  they  but  fairly  represented 
the  manliness  and  the  unanimity  of  our  people. 

1864. 

Gov.  Zebulon  B.  Vance  of  North  Carolina, 
in  his  elaborate  speech  at  Wilkesboro',  used 
this  language: 

EECONSTRUCTION. 

It  is  a  favorite  idea  with  a  great  many,  that  possi.'>i;'  the 
old  order  of  things  could  be  restored  ;  that  our  righ  s  un- 
der that  Constitution  could  be  guaranteed  to  us,  and  every- 
thing move  on  peacefully  as  before  the  war.  My  friends, 
there  are  a  great  many  desirable  things;  but  the  question, 
nut  what  may  be  wished,  but  what  may  be  obtained,  is  the 
one  reasonable  men  may  consider.  It  is  desirable  to  have 
a  lovely  wife  aud  plenty  of  pretty  children  :  buteveryman 
c:in't  have  them.  I  tell  you  now,  candidly,  there  is  no 
more  possibility  of  reconstructing  the  old  Union  and  rein- 
stating things  as  they  were  four  years  ago,  than  exists  for 
you  to  gather  up  tho  scattered  bones  of  your  sons  who 
have  fallen  in  this  struggle,  from  one  end  of  the  countjy 
to  tho  other,  re-clothe  them  with  flesh,  fill  their  veins  with 
the  blood  they  have  so  generously  shed,  and  their  lunga 
with  the  same  breath  with  which  they  breathed  out  their 
hist  jirayer  IVt  their  country's  triumph  and  independence. 
[Immense  applause.] 

The  new  rebel  Governor  of  Louisiana,  Henry 
W.  Allen,  in  his  inaugural,  says  : 

Peace  is  not  so  sweet  as  to  be  purchased  at  the  cost  of  re- 
construction. Reconstruction  means  subjugation,  ruin, 
death.  Lose  negroes,  lose  lands,  lose  everything,  lose 
life  itself,  but  never  think  of  reconstruction.  He  says: 
"  I  speak  to-day  by  authority,  I  speak  as  the  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  and  I  wish  it  known  at  Washington  and  else- 
where that  rather  than  reconstruct  this  Government  and 
go  back  to  the  Union,  on  any  terms  whatever,  the  people 
of  Louisiana  will,  in  convention  assembled,  without  a  dis- 
senting voice,  cede  tho  State  to  any  European  Power. 
*  *  *  I  speak  to-day  not  only  for  the  loyal  citizens 
of  LoiAfiftna,  who  have  stood  by  her  in  all  trials,  but  in 
behalf  of  tho  misguided  individuals  who  have  been  com- 
pelled to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. In  their  hearts  they  are  true  to  us,  and  are 
daily  praying  f-jr  the  triumph  of  our  arms.  They  have 
felt  tno  iron  in  their  souls,  and  know  full  well  the  curse  of 
reconstruction  I  speak  by  authority,  for  they  write  to 
mo  daily  that  they  would  rather,  by  '  ten  thousand  times, 
be  the  subjects  of  the  Kmperor  of  France  than  the  slaves 
of  Lincoln.' " 

The  Richmond  Dispatch,  in  March,  discussed 
President  Lincoln's  amnesty  proclamation, 
and  adds  : 

No  one,  however,  knov^s  better  than  Abraham  Lincoln 

that  any  terms  he  might  offer  the  southern  people  which 
contemplate  their  restoration  to  his  bloody  and  brutal  Gov- 
ernment, would  be  rejected  with  scorn  and  execration.  If, 
instead  of  devoting  to  death  our  President  and  military  and 
civil  oficers,  he  hadproiwscd  to  make  J''ff.  Davis  his  succes- 
sor, Lee  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Yankee  armies,  and  our 
domestic  institutions  not  only  recognized  athome  butreadopted 
in  Vie  free  States,  provided  the  Si/alh  would  once  more  enter 
the  ya7ikee  Union,  there  is  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child  in  the 
Confederacy  who  would  not  spit  upon  the  proposition.  We 
desire  no  companionship  upon  any  terms  with  a  nation  of  rob- 
bers and  murderers.  The  miscreants,  whose  atrocities  in 
this  war  have  caused  the  whole  civilized  vrorid  to  shudder, 
must  keep  henceforth  their  cUstance.  Thfy  riiall  not  be 
our  masters,  and  wo  would  not  have  thorn  foi  oor  elaveB. 
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JOINT  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  REBEL  LEGISLATURE 
OF  LOUISIANA. 
B"  if  rnsolved,  cf-c,  That  the  barbarous  mannor  in  which  our 
enemies  have  waged  waragainst  us  deserves  the  execration 
of  all  men,  and  has  confirmed  and  strengthened  us  in  tlie  de- 
termination to  oppose  to  the  last  extremity  a  re-union  with 
theui,  and  that  the  spirit  of  our  people  is  unabated  in  the 
resolution  to  resist  every  attempt  at  their  subjugation. 

1864,  August  5 — Messrs.  Benjamin  F.Wadb 
and  PIenrt  Winter  Davis  published  in  the  New 
York  Tribune  a  p&pcv  nmngning  President  Lin- 
coln foi-  his  course  on  the  Reconstruction  bill. 
A  few  extracts  are  subjoined  : 

The  President,  by  preventing  this  bill  from  becoming  a 
law,  holds  the  electoral  votes  of  the  rebel  States  at  the  dic- 
tation of  his  personal  ambition.  If  those  votes  turn  the 
balance  in  his  favor,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  his  competitor, 
defeated  by  such  means,  will  acquiesce?  If  the  rebel  ma- 
jority assert  their  supremacy  in  those  States,  and  send 
votes  which  elect  an  enemy  of  the  Government,  will  we 
not  repel  his  claims?  And  is  not  that  civil  war  for  the 
PresirtcQcy  inaugurated  by  the  votes  of  rebel  States? 

Sei-iously  impressed  with  these  dangers,  Congress,  "  tte 
proper  constitutiimal  autliority,"  formally  declared  that 
there  are  no  State  governments  in  the  rebel  States,  and 
provided  for  their  erection  at  a  proper  time;  and  both  the 
Senate  and  the  Ucuso  of  Representatives  rejected  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  chosen  under  the  authority 
of  what  the  President  calls  the  free  constitution  and 
government  of  Arkansas.  Tho  President's  proclama- 
tion " //oW.s /or  naught"  this  judgment,  and  discards  tho 
authority  of  the  Supremo  Coart,  and  strides  headlong  to- 
ward the  anarchy  his  proclamation  of  the  Sth  of  December 
inaugurated.  If  electors  for  President  bo  allowed  to  be 
chosen  in  either  of  those  States,  a  sinister  light  will  be 
cast  on  the  motives  which  induced  tho  President  to  "hold 
for  naught  "  the  will  of  Congress  rather  than  hia  govern 
ment  in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas.  That  judgment  of  Con- 
gress which  the  President  defies  was  the  exercise  of  an  au- 
thority exclusively  vested  in  Congress  by  the  Constitution 
to  determine  what  is  tho  established  government  in  a  State, 
and  in  its  own  nature  and  by  tho  highest  iudicial  authority 
binding  on  all  other  departments  of  the  Government.  *  * 
A  more  studied  outrage  on  tho  legislative  authority  of  tho 
people  has  never  been  perpetrated.  Congress  passed  a  bill ; 
the  President  refused  to  ajiprovo  it,  and  then  by  proclama- 
tion puts  as  much  of  it  in  force  as  he  sees  fit,  and  proposes 
to  execute  those  parts  by  officers  unknown  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  not  subject  to  the  confirmation  of 
the  Senate!  Tho  bill  directed  the  appointment  of  Provi- 
sional Governors  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate.  The  President,  after  defeating  tho  law,  propo.ses 
to  appoint  without  law,  and  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  Military  Governors  for  the  rebel  States  !  lie 
has  already  exorcised  this  dictatorial  usurpation  in  Louisi- 
ana, and  he  defeated  the  bill  to  prevent  its  limitation.  *  * 
The  President  has  greatly  presumed  on  the  forbeiirance 
which  tho  supporters  of  his  Administration  have  so  long 
practiced,  in  view  of  tho  arduous  confiict  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  and  tho  rackloss  ferocity  of  our  political  oppo- 
nents. But  he  must  understand  that  our  snpport  is  of  a 
cause  and  not  of  a  man  ;  that  the  authority  of  Congress  is 
paramount  and  must  be  respected;  that  tho  whole  body  of 
the  Union  men  of  Congress  will  not  submit  to  be  impeached 
by  him  of  rash  and  unconstitutional  legislation;  and  if  he 
wishes  our  support,  he  must  confine  himself  to  his  execu- 
tive iluties— to  obey  and  execute,  not  make  the  laws— to 
suppress  Iiy  arms  armed  rebellion,  and  leave  political  reor- 
ganization to  Congress.  If  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment fail  to  insist  on  this,  they  become  responsible  for  the 
usurpations  which  they  fail  to  rebuke,  and  are  justly  liable 
to  the  indignation  of  the  people  whose  rights  and  security, 
committed  to  their  keeiiing,  they  sacrifice.  Let  them  con- 
sider the  remedy  for  these  usurpations,  and,  having  found 
It,  fearlessly  execute  it. 

ABOLITION  op  SL.WERY  ly  LOUISIANA. 

1SG4,  May  11 — Tho  veto  in  Convention  was — yeas  72 
nays  i;> :  "^  ' 

Yeas— Messrs.  M.  R.  Ariail,  0.  W.  Austin,  John  T.  B.ir- 
rett,  Raphael  Beauvais,  J.  V.  Bofill,  Robert  Bradshaw  Bell, 
Robert  W.  Bennie,  M.  V.  Bonzano,  J.  B.  Bromley,  Young 
Burke,  Emilo  Collin,  J.  K.  Cook,  Terence  Cook,  F.  M.  Cro- 
zat,  R.  King  Cutler,  John  L.  Davies,  James  Duano,  Joseph 
Dupaty  II.  C.  Edward.s,  W.  R.  Fish,  G.  II.  Flagg,  Kdniond 
Flood,  John  Foley,  G.  A.  Fosdick,  James  Fuller,  Georga 
Geier,  h.  Goldman,  Joseph  Gorlinski,  Jeremiah  J.  Ilealy 
Patrick  Uarnan,  Edwanl  Hart,  John  Henderson,  Jr.,  Alfred 
C.  Hills,  ^\llhalll  II.  Hire,  George  Ilowe.s,  P.  A.  Kufler 
11.  Maas,  Williain  Davis  Mann,  II.  Millspaugh,  John  P. 
Uoutamat,  Robert  Morris,   Edward   Murphy,  M.  W  Mur- 


phy, J.  A.  Newell,  Lucien  P.  Nonnand,  P.  K.  O'Conner, 
Thomas  Ong,  Benjamin  H.  Orr,  John  Payne,  J.  T.  Paine, 
Eudaldo  G.  Pintado,  0.  H.  Poynot,  John  Purcell,  Sam- 
uel Pursell.  J.  B.  Schroeder,  Martin  Schnurr,  John 
Sullivan,  Alfred  Shaw,  Charles  Smith,  John  A.  SpelUcy, 
Wi.diam  Tompkins  Stocker,  John  Stnmpf,  J.  11.  Stiner, 
C.  W.  Staufter,  Robert  W.  Taliaferro,  J.  Raudall  Torry,  T. 
B.  Thorpe,  John  W.  Thomas,  Ernest  J.  Wenck,  Thomas  M. 
Wells,  Joseph  Hamilton  Wilson,  and  E.  H.  Durell,  Presv- 
dent — 72. 

Nays — Messrs.  Edmund  Abell,  John  Buckley,  Jr.,  Benj. 

Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Decker, Dufresne,  of  Iberville, 

Robert  J.  Duke,  Louis Gastinel,  C.  II.  L.  Grunebeig,  It.  J. 
Heard,  Xavier  Blaurer,  John  A.  Mayer,  A.  Mendiverri,  H. 
AT.  Waters— 13. 

A.  Cazabat  and  .Tames  Ennis  voted  aye  the  next  day, 
having  been  absent  when  the  vote  was  taken. 

May  9 — Mr.  Joseph  II.  Wil.son  moved  to  provide :  "  And 
that  loyal  owners  shall  be  compensated." 

Mr.  Goldman  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table; 
which  was  agreed  to — yeas  45,  nays  .30,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ariail,  Austin,  Bailey,  Bonzano,  Burke, 
Collin,  Cazabat,  J,  K.  Cook,  Cutler,  Davies,  Dnane,  Dupaty, 
Edwards,  James  Ennis,  Fish,  Flagg,  Flood,  Foley,  Fosdick, 
Goldman,  Gorlinski,  Healy,  Ilarnan,  Hills,  Hire,  Ilowea, 
Maas,  Mann,  Millspaugh,  E.  Murphy,  Newell,  Normand,  J. 
Payne,  Pintado,  S.  Pursell,  Schroeder,  Schnurr,  Shaw, 
Smith,  Spellicy,  Stauffer,  Taliaferro,  Terry,  Thorpe,  Wells 
-4.5 

Nats— Messrs.  Abell,  Barrett,  Bell,  Bofill,  George  P. 
Brott,  Buckley,  T.  Cook,  Crozat,  Dufresne,  Duke,  Fuller, 
Gnineberg,  Hart,  Heard,  Henderson,  E.  II.  Knobloch, 
Maurer,  Slayer,  Mendiverri,  Montamat,  SI.  W.  Murphy, 
O'Conner,  Ong,  W.  11.  Seymour,  Stocker,  Stumpf,  Stiner,  StJ- 
livan.  Waters,  AVilson — 30. 

ABOLITION   OP   SLAVERY   IN   ARKANSAS. 

The  Free  State  Convention  met  January  11,1864,  and 
adopted  a  Constitution,  which  was  submitted  to  a  vote  of 
tho  people,  Blarch  14th,  15th,  and  16th,  and  received  12,177 
votes,  226  being  polled  against  it. 

The  Emancipation  clause  was  adopted  unanimously. 
The  following  named  persons  constituted  the  Convention: 

John  McCoy,  President  of  Convention,  Luther  0.  White, 
C.  A.  Harper,  John  Austin,  Josiah  Ilarrell,  Harmon  L. 
Holleman,  John  It.Smoot,  Randolph  D.  Swindell,  G.  W. 
Seamans,  .Tames  T.  SwalTord,  W.  Holleman,  .Tolm  M.  De- 
mint,  Enoch  H.  Vance,  Miles  L.  Langly,  J.  M.  Stapp,  C.  D. 
Jordan,  John  Burton,  John  C.  Pridy,  Reuben  Lamb,  E.  D. 
Ayres,  T.  D.  W.  Yonley,  E.  L.  Maynard,  William  Stout, 
Burk  Johnson,  Eli.as  Cook,  L.  D.  Cantrell,  Willis  Jones, 
James  A.  Butler,  T.  M.  Jacks,  Horace  B.  AUis,  John  Box, 
Calvin  C.  Bliss,  A.  B.  Fryrear,  Lemucd  Helms,  R.  L.  Turner, 
Thomas  J.  Young,  James  Huey,  Andrew  G.  Evans,  R.  H. 
Stanficld,  William  Cox,  L.  Dunscomb. 

ABOLITION  OP  SLAVERY  IN  MISSOITRI. 

1865,  January  11 — The  vote  in  Convention  was — yeas 
59,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas — W'.  B.  Adams,  A.  M.  Bedford,  David  Bonham,  Geo. 
K.  Budd,  Harvey  Bunco,  Isador  Bush,  R.  L.  Childress, 
Henry  A.  Clover,  R.  C.  Cowden,  Samuel  T.  Davis,  John  H. 
Davis,  Isham  B.  Dodson,  Wm.  D.  DOench,  Charles  D.  Drake, 
John  U.  Ellis,  John  Esther,  Ellis  J.  Evans,  Chauncey  I. 
Filley,  .1.  W.  Fletcher,  Wm.  II.  Folmsbee,  F.  M.  Fulker- 
son,  John  W.  Gamble,  Archibald  Gilbert,  Abner  L.  Gilstrap, 
Moses  P.  Green,  J.  M.  Grammer,  David  Henderson,  E.  A. 
llolcomb,  John  II.  Holdsworth,  Win.  S.  Holland,  B.  F. 
Hughes,  Jos.  F.  Ilume,  Geo.  Ilusmann,  Wyllis  King,  R. 
Leonard,  M.L.Linton,  J.  F.  McKernan,  A.  M.  McPherson, 
John  A.  Mack,  A.  II.  Slartin,  Ferdinand  Mover,  James 
P.  Mitchell,  A.  G.  Newgent,  A.  P.  Nixdorf,  James  W.  Owens, 
Dor.istus  Peck,  J.  T.  Rankin,  Phillip  Rohrer,  Gustavus  St. 
Gemme,  K.  G.  Smith,  Eli  Smith,  Geo.  P.  Strong,  James  T. 
Sutton,  John  R.  Swearinger,  G.  C.  Thileuius,  S.  W.  Wea- 
therby,  Jeremiah  Williams,  Eugene  Williams,  Arnold  Kr&- 
kcl,  President — 59. 

Nays— Samuel  A.  Gilbert,  Thomas  B.  Harris,  William 
A.  Martin,  William  F.  Switzler — 4. 

Absent — A.  J.  Barr,  Emory  S.  Foster,  J.  Roger.  The 
last  named  had  not  attended  the  Convention  up  to  the  day 
of  voting. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY  IN  TENNESSEE. 

1865,  January  10 — A  convention  of  Unionists  met  in 
Nashville,  and  adopted  a  series  of  propositions  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  February  22d,  the  first  of  which  de- 
crees tho  abolition  of  shivery.  Over  five  hundred  delegates 
attended,  representing  nearly  every  county.  March  4,  a 
Governor  and  Legislature  are  to  be  chosen.  William  Q. 
Brownlow  is  tho  Convention's  nominee  for  Governor. 

The  latest  returns  published  comprise  8  counties  in  East 
Tennessee,  21  in  Middle,  1  in  AVest,  and  10  hospitals,  regi- 
inents,  &c.,  giving  an  aggregate  of  21,104  for,  and  40  agaiu«t 
the  Constitution.  March  4,  tho  Union  State  ticket  wua 
chosen. 
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EXPLANATORY     OF    GOVERNMENT    PURCHASES    IN 

MAY,    1861. 

1862,  May  29 — The  President  sent  this  mes- 
sage* to  Congress : 

To  tlie  Senate  and 

Bouse  of  Representatives : 

The  insurrection  which  is  yet  existing  in  the 
United  states,  and  aims  at  the  overthrow  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  and  the  Union,  was 
clandestinely  prepared  during  the  winter  of 
1860  and  1861,  and  assumed  an  open  organiza- 
tion in  the  form  of  a  treasonable  provisional 
government  at  Montgomery,  in  Alabama,  on  the 
18th  day  of  February,  1861.  On  the  12th  day 
of  April,  1861,  the  insurgents  committed  the 
flagrant  act  of  civil  war  by  the  bombardment 
and  capture  of  Fort  Sumter,  which  cut  off  the 
hope  of  immediate  conciliation.  Immediately 
afterwards  all  the  roads  and  avenues  to  this 
city  were  obstructed,  and  the  capital  was  put 
into  the  condition  of  a  siege.  The  mails  in 
every  direction  were  stopped,  and  the  lines  of 
telegraph  cut  off  by  the  insurgents,  and  military 
and  naval  forces,  which  had  been  called  out  by 
the  Government  for  the  defence  of  Washington, 
were  prevented  from  reaching  the  city  by  or- 
ganized and  combined  treasonable  resistance  in 
the  State  of  Maryland.  There  was  no  adequate 
and  effective  organization  for  the  public  de- 
fence. Congress  had  indefinitely  adjourned. 
There  was  no  time  to  convene  them.  It  became 
necessary  for  me  to  choose  whether,  using  only 
the  existing  means,  agencies,  and  processes 
which  Congress  had  provided.  I  should  let  the 
Government  fall  at  once  into  ruin,  or  whether, 
availing  myself  of  the  broader  powers  conferred 
by  the  Constitution  in  cases  of  insurrection,  I 
would  make  an  effort  to  save  it  with  all  its 
blessings  for  the  present  age  and  for  posterity. 

I  thereupon  summoned  my  constitutional  ad- 
visers, the  heads  of  all  the  Departments,  to  meet 
on  Sunday,  the  20th  day  of  April,  1861,  at  the 
office  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  then  and 
there,  with  their  unanimous  concurrence,  I 
directed  that  an  armed  revenue  cutter  should 
proceed  to  sea,  to  afford  protection  to  the  com- 
mercial marine,  and  especially  the  California 
treasure  ships  then  on  their  way  to  this  coast. 

*  Callof]  forth  by  the  passage  of  a  resolution,  April  30, 
In  the  House — yeas  79,  nays  45 — censuring  Secretary  Cam- 
eron for  a  supposed  responsibility  for,  and  connection  with, 
the  circumstances  detailed. 


I  also  directed  the  commandant  of  the  navy- 
yard  at  Boston  to  purchase  or  charter,  and  arm 
as  quickly  as  possible,  five  steamships,  for  pur- 
poses of  public  defence.  I  directed  the  com- 
mandant of  the  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia  to 
purchase,  or  charter  and  arm,  an  equal  number 
for  the  same  purpose.  I  directed  the  comman- 
dant at  New  York  to  purchase,  or  charter  and 
arm,  an  equal  number.  I  directed  Commander 
Gillis  to  purchase,  or  charter  and  arm,  and  put 
to  sea  two  other  vessels.  Similar  directions 
were  given  to  Commodore  Du  Pont,  with  a  view 
to  the  opening  of  passages  by  water  to  and  from 
the  capital.  I  directed  the  several  officers  to 
take  the  advice  and  obtain  the  aid  and  efficient 
services  in  the  matter  of  his  Excellency  Edwin 
D.  Morgan,  the  Governor  of  New  York,  or,  in 
his  absence,  George  D.  Morgan,  William  M. 
Evarts,  R.  M.  Blatchford,  and  Moses  H.  Grin- 
nell,  who  ■were,  by  my  directions,  esptcially  em- 
powered by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  act  for 
his  Department  in  that  crisis,  in  matters  per- 
taining to  the  forwarding  of  troops  and  supplies 
for  the  public  defence. 

On  the  same  occasion  I  directed  that  Gover- 
nor Morgan  and  Alexander  Cummings.  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  should  be  authorized  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  Simon  Cameron,  to  make  all 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  transportation 
of  troops  and  munitions  of  war,  in  aid  and  as- 
sistance of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  until  communication  by  m^iils  and 
telegraph  should  be  completely  re-estabiished 
between  the  cities  of  Washington  and  New 
York.  No  security  was  required  to  be  given  by 
them,  and  either  of  them  was  authorized  to  act 
in  case  of  inability  to  consult  with  the  other. 

On  the  same  occasion  I  authorized  and  di- 
rected the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  advance, 
without  requiring  security,  two  millions  of 
dollars  of  public  money  to  John  A.  Dix,  George 
Opdyke,  and  Richard  M.  Blatchford,  of  New 
York,  to  be  used  by  them  in  meeting  such  re- 
quisitions as  should  be  directly  consequent 
upon  the  military  and  naval  measures  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  and  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, requiring  them  only  to  act  without  com- 
pensation, and  to  report  their  transactions  whea 
duly  called  upon. 

The  several  departments  of  the  Government 
at  that  time  contained  so  large  a  number  of 
disloyal  persons  that  it  would  have  been  impoa- 
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Bible  to  proviJe  safely,  through  official  agents 
only,  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  thus 
confided  to  citizens  favorably  known  for  their 
ability,  loyalty,  and  patriotism. 

The  several  orders  issued  upon  these  occur- 
rences were  transmitted  by  private  messengers, 
who  pursued  a  circuitous  way  to  the  seaboard 
cities,  inland,  across  the  States  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  and  the  Northern  Lakes.  I  believe 
that  by  tliese  and  other  similar  measures  taken 
in  that  crisis,  some  of  which  were  without  any 
authority  of  law,  the  Government  was  saved 
from  overthrow.  I  am  not  aware  that  a  dollar 
of  the  public  funds  thus  confided  without  au- 
thority of  law  to  unofficial  persons  was  either 
lost  or  wasted,  although  apprehensions  of  such 
misdirection  occurred  to  me  as  objections  to 
those  extraordinary  proceedings,  and  were  ne- 
cessarily overruled. 

I  recall  these  transactions  now  because  my 
attention  has  been  directed  to  a  resolution 
which  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  30th  day  of  last  month,  which  is 
in  these  words : 

Resolved,  That  Simon  Cameron,  late  Secretary  of  War,  by 
iiivestins  Alexander  Cummings  with  the  control  of  larc;e 
6;;m3  of  the  public  money,  and  authority  to  purchase  mili- 
tary supplies  with(*«t  restriction,  without  requiring  from 
him  any  guarantee  for  the  faithful  perlbrmance  of  bis  duties, 
when  the  services  of  competent  pul>lio  officers  were  aviiila- 
ble,  and  by  involving  the  Government  in  a  vast  number  of 
contracts  with  persons  not  legitimately  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness pertaining  to  the  Bubjeet-matter  of  such  contracts,  es- 
pecially in  the  purchase  of  arms  for  future  delivery,  has 
adopted  a  policy  highly  injurious  to  the  public  service,  and 
deserves  the  censm-e  of  the  Uouso. 

Congress  will  see  that  I  should  be  wanting 
equally  in  candor  and  in  justice  if  I  should 
leave  the  censure  expressed  in  this  resolution 
to  rest  exclusively  or  chiefly  upon  Mr.  Cameron. 
The  same  sentiment  is  unanimously  entertained 
by  the  heads  of  Departments,  who  participated 
in  the  proceedings  which  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  censured.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Cam- 
eron to  say  that,  although  he  fully  approved 
the  proceedings,  they  were  not  moved  nor  sug- 
gested by  himself,  and  that  not  only  the  Presi- 
dent but  all  the  other  heads  of  Departments 
were  at  least  equally  responsible  with  him  for 
whatever  error,  wrong,  or  fault  was  committed 
in  the  premises.  * 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  May  26,  1862. 

THE    president's    BE3IAEK8    AT    A    UNION    JHSET- 
INQ    IN    WASHINGTON,  AUGUST    6,    1862. 

Fellow-Citizens  :  I  believe  there  is  no  precedent  for  my 
appearing  before  you  on  this  occasion,  but  it  is  also  true 
that  there  is  no  precedent  for  your  being  here  yourselves, 
and  I  offer,  in  justification  of  myself  and  of  you,  that,  upon 
examination,  I  have  found  nothing  in  the  Constitution 
against  it.  I,  however,  have  an  itnpression  that  there  are 
younger  gentlemen  who  will  entertain  you  better,  and  better 
address  your  understanding  than  I  will  or  could,  and 
therefore  I  proi)ose  but  to  detain  you  a  moment  longer. 

I  am  very  little  inclined  on  any  occasion  to  s;iy  anything 
unless  I  hope  to  produce  some  good  by  it.  The  only  thing 
I  think  of  just  now  not  likely  to  bo  better  said  by  some  one 
else,  is  a  matter  in  which  we  liavc  heard  some  other  persons 
blamed  lor  what  I  did  myself.  There  has  been  a  very  wide- 
spread attempt  to  have  a  quarrel  between  Gen.  McClclIan 
and  the  Secretary  of  War.  Now,  I  occupy  a  position  that 
enables  me  to  observe,  tliat  these  two  gentlemen  are  not 
nearly  so  deep  in  the  quarrel  as  some  pretending  to  be  their 
friends.  General  JlcClellan's  attitude  is  such  that,  in  the 
very  selfishness  of  his  nature,  he  caninit  Imt  wish  to  be  suc- 
cessful, and  I  hope  he  will — and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  in 
precisely  the  same  situation.    If  the  military  commanders 


in  the  field  cannot  he  sticcessfi  1,  not  only  the  Secretary  of 
War,  but  myself,  for  the  time  being  the  master  of  them  botn, 
cannot  but  be  failures.  I  know  General  McClellan  wishes 
to  be  successful,  and  I  know  he  does  not  wisli  it  any  moi 
than  the  Secretary  of  War  for  him,  and  both  of  them 
together  no  more  than  I  wish  it.  Sometimes  wo  have  a 
dispute  about  how  many  men  General  McCkllan  has  had, 
and  those  who  would  disparage  him  say  that  he  has  had  a 
very  lai'ge  number,  and  those  who  would  disparage  the 
Secretary  of  War  insist  that  General  McClellan  has  had  a 
very  small  number.  The  basis  for  tliis  is,  tliere  is  always 
a  wide  difference,  and  on  this  occasion,  perhaps  a  wider  one 
than  usual,  between  the  grand  total  on  McClellau's  rolls 
and  the  men  actually  fit  for  duty ;  and  those  who  would 
disparage  him  talk  of  the  gi-and  total  on  paper,  and  thoso 
who  would  disparage  the  Secretary  of  War  talk  of  those  at 
present  fit  for  duty.  General  McClellan  has  sometuucs 
asked  for  things  that  the  Secretary  of  War  did  not  give  him. 
General  McClellan  is  not  to  blame  for  asking  for  what  he 
wanted  and  needed,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  not  to 
blame  for  not  giving  when  he  had  none  to  give.  And  I  say  * 
here,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  withheld 
no  one  thing  at  any  time  in  my  power  to  give  him.  I  have 
no  accusation  against  him.  I  believe  he  is  a  brave  and 
able  m.an,  and  I  stand  here,  as  justice  requires  me  to  do,  to 
take  upon  myself  what  has  been  charged  on  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  withholding  from  him. 

I  have  talked  longer  than  I  expected  to  do,  and  now  I 
avail  myself  of  my  privilege  of  saying  no  more. 

The  President's  Letters  on  Politics. 

to  horace  greeley. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  Friday,  Aug.  22, 1862. 
HoL  Horace  Greeley  : 

De\r  Sm :  I  have  just  read  yours  of  the  19th  instant,  ad- 
dressed to  myself  through  the  New  York  Trilmne. 

If  there  be  in  it  any  statements  or  assumptions  of  fact 
which  I  may  know  to  bo  erroneous,  I  do  not  now  and  here 
controvert  them. 

If  there  be  any  inferences  which  I  may  believe  to  be 
falsely  drawn,  I  do  not  now  and  here  argue  against  them. 

If  there  bo  perceptible  in  it  an  impatient  and  dictatorial 
tone,  T  waive  it  in  deference  to  an  old  friend  whose  heart 
I  have  always  supposed  to  he  right. 

As  to  the  "policy  I  "  seem  to  be  pursuing,"  as  you  say,  I 
have  not  meant  to  leave  any  one  in  doubt.  I  would  save 
the  Union.  I  would  save  it  in  the  shortest  way  under  the 
Constitution. 

The  sooner  the  national  authority  can  be  restored,  the 
nearer  the  Union  will  be — the  Union  as  it  was. 

If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save  the  Union  unless 
they  could  at  the  same  time  save  slavery,  I  do  not  agree 
with  them. 

If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save  the  Union  unless 
they  could  at  the  same  time  destroy  slavery,  I  do  not  agree 
with  them. 

J/V  parammint  object  is  to  save  the  Unimi  and  not  either  to 
save  or  destroy  slavery. 

If  I  could  save  the  Union  without  freeing  any  slave,  I 
would  do  it — and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing  all  the  slaves, 
I  would  do  it — and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing  some  and 
leaving  others  alone,  I  would  also  do  that. 

What  I  do  about  slavery  and  the  colored  race,  I  do  be-, 
cause  I  believe  it  helps  to  save  the  Union,  and  what  I  for- 
bear, I  forbear  because  I  do  not  believe  it  would  help  to 
save  the  Union. 

I  shall  do  less  whenever  I  shall  believe  what  I  am  doing 
hurts  the  cause,  and  shall  do  more  whenever  I  believe  do- 
ing more  will  help  the  cause. 

I  shall  try  to  correct  errors  when  shown  to  be  errors,  and 
I  shall  adopt  new  views  so  fast  as  they  shall  appear  to  be 
true  views. 

I  have  here  stated  my  purpose  according  to  my  view  of 
ofiicial  duty,  and  I  intend  no  modification  of  my  oft-expressed 
personal  wish  that  all  men  everywhere  could  be  free. 

Yoiu-s,  A.  LINCOLN. 

THE  president's  RESPONSE  TO  A  SERENADE. 

July,  1S63. 
Fellow-Citizens:  I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  see  yon  to 
night,  and  yet  I  will  not  say  I  thank  you,  for  this  call ;  bnt 
I  do  most  sincerely  thank  Almighty  God  for  the  occasion 
on  which  you  have  called.  How  long  ago  is  it, — eighty  odd 
years  since  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  for  the  first  time,  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  a  nation,  liv  its  representatives,  as- 
sembled and  declared  as  a  selfevident  truth ,''  that  all  men 
are  created  equal."  That  was  the  birthday  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Since  then  the  Fourth  of  July  has  had 
several  very  peculiar  reco^initions.  The  two  men  most  dis- 
tinguished in  the  framing  and  support  of  the  Declaration 
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were  Thomas  Jefferson  and  John  Adams — the  ono  having 
pen.jed  it,  ami  the  other  sustained  it  the  most  forcibly  in 
d^'yate — the  only  two  uf  the  lifty-iive  who  signed  it.  and 
we  elected  Presidents  of  tiie  Uai.ed  States.  Precisily  tl  ty 
ffcura  after  they  put  their  hands  to  the  paper,  it  pleased 
Almighty  God  to  take  both  from  this  stat;<<  of  action.  This 
was  indeed  an  extraordinary  and  iem;irkable  event  in  our 
history.  Another  President,  live  years  after,  was  called 
from  this  stage  of  existence  on  the  same  day  ami  month  of 
the  year  ;  and  now  on  this  last  Fourth  of  July ,  just  pas.sed, 
when  we  have  a  gig-.intio  rebellion,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
$8  nn  effort  to  overthrow  the  principle  that  all  men  were 
created  equal,  we  have  the  surrender  of  a  most  powerful 
position  and  army  on  that  very  day.'  And  not  only  so,  but 
in  a  succession  of  battles  iu  Pennsylvania,  near  to  us, 
through  three  days,  so  rapidly  fought  that  they  might  he 
called  one  great  battle,  on  the  first,  second,  and  third  of  the 
month  of  July  ;  and  on  the  fourth  the  cohorts  of  those  who 
opposed  the  Declaration  that  all  men  are  created  equal, 
"  turned  tail  "  and  run.  [Long  continued  cheers. J  Gentle- 
men, this  is  a  glorious  theme,  and  the  occasion  for  a  spe'ch, 
but  I  am  not  preriaredto  make  one  worthy  of  the  occasion. 
I  would  like  to  speak  in  terms  of  praise  due  to  the  many 
bravo  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  f  mght  in  the  cause  of 
the  Union  and  liberties  of  their  country  from  the  beginning 
of  the  war.  These  are  trying  occasions,  not  only  in  suc- 
cess, but  f.r  the  want  of  success.  I  dislike  to  mention  the 
name  of  one  single  officer,  lest  I  might  do  wrong  to  those  I 
might  forget.  Kecent  events  bring  up  glorious  names,  and 
paiticularly  prominent  ones;  but  the.=e  I  will  not  mention. 
Having  said  this  much,  1  will  now  take  the  music. 


THE  PKESIDENT'S    LETTER    TO  THE  ILLINOIS  CON- 
VENTION. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  August  26, 1863. 
Hon.  James  C.  Conklino  : 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  inviting  me  to  attend  a  mass 
meeting  of  unconditional  Union  men,  to  be  held  at  the  cap- 
ital of  Illinois,  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  has  been  re- 
ceived. It  would  be  very  agreeable  for  me  thus  to  meet 
my  old  friends  at  my  own  home  :  but  I  cannot  ju^t  now 
be  absent  Irom  here  so  long  as  a  visit  there  would  require. 

The  meeting  is  to  be  of  all  those  who  maintain  uncondi- 
tional devotion  to  the  Union  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  my  old 
Ijoliticailriends  will  thank  me  for  tendering,  as  I  do,  the 
nation's  gratitude  to  those  other  noble  men  whom  no  par- 
tisan malice  or  partisan  hope  can  make  false  to  the  nation's 
life. 

There  are  those  who  are  dissatisfied  with  me.  To  such 
I  would  say  :  you  desire  peace,  and  you  blame  mo  that  wo 
do  not  have  it.  But  how  can  we  attain  it  ?  There  are  but 
three  conceivable  ways  :  Fust — to  suppress  the  Kebellion 
by  force  of  arms.  This  I  am  trying  to  do.  Are  you  fir  il? 
If  you  are,  so  far  we  are  agreed.  If  you  are  not  for  it,  a 
tecond  way  is  to  give  up  the  Union.  I  tm  against  this. 
Are  you  for  it  ?  If  you  are,  you  should  say  so  plaiidy.  If 
jou  are  not  for  _/brce,  nor  yet  for  dissolution,  t\\iive  on\y 
remains  some  imaginable  compromise. 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  compromise  embracing  the 
maintenance  of  the  Union  is  now  possible.  All  that  I  learn 
leads  to  a  directly  opposite  beiiei.  The  strength  of  the 
Eebellion  i.s  its  military,  its  army.  That  army  dominates 
all  the  country,  aiid  all  the  people  within  its  range.  Any 
offer  of  tcims  made  by  any  man  or  men  wiihin  that  range, 
in  opposition  to  that  army,  is  simply  nothing  for  the  pres- 
ent ;  because  such  man  oi'  men  have  no  power  whatevir  to 
enforce  their  side  of  a  compromise,  if  one  were  made  with 
them. 

To  illustrate:  Suppose  refugees  from  the  South  and  peace 
men  of  the  North  get  together  in  convention,  and  frame 
aud  procl.iim  a  compromise  embiaciuga  restoration  of  tho 
Union.  Iii  what  way  can  that  compromise  bo  used  to  keep 
Le;:'s  army  out  of  Penusylvania?  Meade's  army  can  keep 
Lee's  army  out  of  Pennsylvauia,  and,  I  think,  can  ulti- 
mately drive  it  out  of  existence.  But  no  paper  compro- 
mise to  which  the  controllers  of  Lee's  army  arc  not  agreed 
can  at  allaffjct  that  army.  InanefTort  at  such  compromise 
we  would  waste  time,  which  the  enemy  would  improve  to 
our  disadvantage  ;  and  that  would  be  all. 

A  compromise,  to  bo  effective,  must  be  made  either  with 
those  vrho  control  tho  rebel  army,  or  with  the  people,  first 
liberated  from  the  domination  ot  that  army  hy  the  success 
of  o:ir  own  army.  Now,  allow  me  to  assure  you  that  no 
word  or  intimation  from  that  rebel  army,  or  from  any  ff 
the  men  controlling  it,  in  lelation  to  any  peace  compromise, 
ha.s  over  come  to  my  knowledge  or  belief.  All  charges  ami 
insinuati  ns  to  the  contrary  are  deceptive  and  groundless. 
And  I  promise  yon  that  if  any  such  proposition  shall  here- 
after come,  it  shall  not  bo  rejected  aud  kept  a  secret  from 
you.    I  freely  acknowledge  myself  to  be  the  servant  of  the 


people,  according  to  the  bond  of  service,  the  United  States 
Constitution  ;  aud  that,  as  such,  I  am  respon.sible  to  ihem. 

But,  to  be  plain.  You  are  dissatisfied  with  mo  about  tho 
negro.  Quito  likely  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  between 
you  aud  myself  upon  that  subject.  I  coitaiuly  wish  that 
all  men  could  bo  free,  while  you,  I  suppose,  do  not.  Yet,  I 
have  neither  adopted  nor  proposed  any  measure  which  is 
not  consistent  with  even  your  view,  provided  that  you  are 
for  the  Union.  I  suggested  compeu.sated  emancipation  ;  to 
which  you  replied  you  wished  not  to  bo  taxed  to  buy  ne- 
groes. But  I  had  not  asked  you  to  be  taxed  to  buy  negroes, 
except  in  such  a  way  as  to  save  you  from  greater  taxation 
to  save  the  Union  exclusively  by  other  means. 

You  dislike  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  and  perhaps 
would  have  it  retracted.  You  say  it  is  unconstitutional.  I 
think  differently.  I  think  the  Constitution  invests  its  Com- 
mander-in-Cbief  with  the  law  of  war  in  time  of  war.  The 
most  that  can  be  said,  if  so  much,  is,  that  slave.s  are  prop, 
erty.  Is  there,  has  there  ever  been,  any  question  that  by 
tho  law  of  war,  property,  both  of  enemies  and  friends,  may 
be  taken  when  needed  ?  And  is  it  not  needed  whenever  it 
helps  us  and  hurts  the  enemy  ?  Armies,  tho  world  over, 
destroy  enemies' property  when  they  cannot  nso  it;  aud 
even  destroy  their  own  to  keep  it  from  tho  enemy.  Civil, 
ized  belligerents  do  all  iu  their  power  to  help  themselves 
or  hurt  the  enemy,  except  a  few  things  regarded  as  bar- 
barous or  cruel.  Among  the  exceptions  are  the  massj.cra 
of  vanquished  foes  and  non-combatants,  male  and  fe- 
male. 

B.it  the  Proclamation,  as  law,  either  is  valid  or  is  not 
valid.  If  it  is  not  valid  it  needs  no  retraction.  If  it  is 
valid  it  Cinnot  he  retracted,  any  more  than  tho  dead  can  be 
broughtto  life.  Some  of  you  profess  to  think  its  retraction 
would  operate  favorably  for  the  Union .  Why  bettor  after 
tho  retraction  than  hefore  the  issue?  There  was  more  thaa 
a  year  aud  a  half  of  trial  to  suppress  the  rebellion  before 
tho  Prociamation  was  issued,  tho  last  one  hundred  days  of 
which  passed  under  an  explicit  notice  that  it  was  coming, 
unless  averted  by  those  in  revo't  returning  to  their  allegi- 
ance. The  war  has  certainly  progressed  as  favorably  for 
us  .since  the  issue  <  f  tho  Proclamation  as  before. 

I  know  as  fully  as  ono  can  know  tho  opinion  of  others 
that  some  of  the  commanders  of  our  arpiies  in  the  field, 
who  h.avo  given  ns  our  most  important  victories,  believe  the 
emancipation  policy  and  the  use  of  colored  troops  constitute 
tho  heaviest  blows  yet  dealt  to  the  rebellion,  and  that  at 
least  one  of  those  important  successes  could  not  htive  been 
achieved  when  it  was  but  for  the  aid  of  black  soUUers. 

Among  the  commanders  who  hold  these  views  are  some 
who  have  never  had  an  affinity  with  what  is  called  "  aboli- 
tionism," or  with  "  Republican  party  politics,"  but  who  hold 
them  purely  as  niiUtary  opinions.  I  submit  their  opinions 
as  entitled  to  some  weight  against  the  objections  often 
urged  that  emancipation  and  arming  the  blacks  are  unwise 
as  military  measures,  and  were  not  adopted  as  such  in  good 
faith. 

You  say  that  you  will  not  fight  to  free  negroes.  Some  of  them 
seem  willing  to  fight  for  you ;  but  no  matter.  Fight  you, 
then,  exclusively,  to  save  tho  Union.  I  issued  the  proclar 
uiation  on  purpose  to  aid  you  in  saving  tho  Union.  When- 
ever you  shall  have  conquered  all  i  esistance  to  the  Union, 
if  I  shall  urge  yon  to  continue  fighting,  it  will  be  an  apt 
time  then  for  you  to  declare  you  will  not  fight  to  free  ne- 
groes. I^hought  that  in  your  etruggle  for  the  Union,  to 
whatever  extent  the  negroes  should  cease  helping  the  en- 
emy, to  that  extent  it  weakened  the  enemy  in  his  resistance 
to  you.  Do  you  think  differently?  I  thought  whatever 
negroes  can  be  got  to  do  as  soldiers,  loaves  just  so  much 
less  for  white  soldiers  to  do  in  saving  the  Union.  Does  it 
appear  otherwise  to  vou  ?  But  negroes,  like  other  people, 
act  upon  motives.  Why  should  they  do  anything  for  us  if 
we  will  do  nothing  for  them  ?  If  they  stake  their  lives  for 
us  they  must  be  prompted  by  the  strongest  motives,  even 
the  promise  of  freedom.  And  tho  promise,  being  made, 
must  be  kept.  

The  sio-ns  look  better.  The  Father  of  Waters  again  goes  ■ 
unvexcnfto  tho  sea.  Thanks  to  the  great  Northwest  for  it ;  j 
nor  yet  wholly  to  them.  Three  hundred  miles  up  they  met  - 
New  Englanil,  Empire,  Keystone,  and  Jersey,  hewing  their 
way  right  and  left.  The  sunny  South,  too,  in  more  colors 
than  one,  also  lent  a  helping  hand.  On  tho  spot,  their  part 
of  the  history  was  jotted  down  in  black  and  white.  Tho 
job  was  a  great  national  one,  and  let  none  bo  slighted  who 
'bore  an  honorable  part  in  it.  And  while  those  who  have 
cleared  the  great  river  may  well  bo  proud,  even  that  is  not 
all.  It  is  hard  to  say  that  anything  has  been  more  bravely 
and  well  done  than  at  Antietam,  Murfreesboro,  Gettysburg, 
and  on  many  fields  of  less  note.  Nor  must  Uncle  Sam's 
web  feet  be  forgotten.  At  all  tho  watery  margins  they 
have  been  present,  not  only  on  the  deep  sea,  the  broad  bay, 
and  the  raiiid  river,  luit  also  up  tho  narrow,  muddy  bayou, 
and  wherever  the  ground  was  a  little  damp  they  have  been 
and  made  theii-  tr;icks.    Thankei  to  all.    For  the  great  Re- 
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public — for  the  principle  it  lives  by  and  keeps  alive — for 
man's  vast  future — thanks  to  all. 

Peace  does  not  appear  so  distant  as  it  did.  I  hope  it  will 
come  soon  and  come  to  stay;  and  so  come  as  to  ]>e  worth 
the  keeping  in  all  future  time.  It  will  then  have,  been 
proved  that  among  freemen  there  can  lie  no  successful  ap- 
peal from  the  ballot  to  the  bullet,  and  that  they  who  take 
Buch  appeal  are  sure  to  lose  their  case  and  pay  the  cost. 
And  there  will  be  some  black  men  who  can  remember  that 
with  silent  tongue,  and  clinched  teeth,  and  steady  eye,  and 
well-poised  bayonet,  they  have  helped  mankind  on  to  this 
great  consummation,  while  I  fear  there  will  be  some  white 
ones  unable  to  forget  that  with  malignant  heart  and  deceit- 
ful speech  they  have  striven  to  hinder  it. 

Still,  let  us  not  be  over-sanguine  of  a  speedy,  final  tri- 
umph. Let  us  be  quite  sober.  Let  us  diligently  apply  the 
means,  never  doubting  that  a  just  God,  in  his  own  good 
time,  will  give  us  the  rightful  result. 

Yours,  very  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

THE  president's  LETTEB  TO  THE  NORTH  AMERICAN 
REVIEW. 

ExECCTivE  Mansion, 
WASmNGiON,  January  16, 186i. 
Messrs.  Crosby  &  Nichols  : 

Gentiemen  :  The  number  for  this  month  and  year  of  the 
Iforth  American  Revino  was  duly  received,  and  for  which 
please  accept  my  thanks.  Of  course,  I  am  not  the  most 
impartial  judge,  yet,  with  due  allowance  for  this,  I  venture 
to  hope  that  the  article  entitled  '•  The  President's  Policy," 
will  be  of  value  to  the  country.  I  fenr  I  am  not  quite 
worthy  of  all  which  is  therein  kindly  said  of  mo  personally. 

The  sentence  of  twelve  lines,  commencing  at  the  top  of 
page  252,  I  could  wish  to  be  not  exactly  as  it  is.  In  what 
is  there  expressed  the  writer  has  not  correctly  understood 
me.  I  have  never  had  a  theory  that  secession  could  absolve 
States  or  people  from  their  obligations.  Precisely  the  con- 
trary is  asserted  in  the  inaugural  address ;  and  it  was  be- 
cause of  my  belief  in  the  continuation  of  these  obligations 
that  I  was  puzzled,  for  a  time,  as  to  denying  the  legal  rights 
of  those  citizens  who  remained  individually  innocent  of 
treason  or  rebellion.  But  I  mean  no  more  now  than  to 
merely  call  attention  to  this  point. 

Yours  respectfully,  A.  LINCOLN. 

The  sentence  in  the  January  number,  refered 
to  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  is  as  follows  : 

Even  so  long  ago  as  when  Mr.  Lincoln,  not  yet  convinced 
of  the  danger  and  magnitude  of  the  crisis,  was  endeavoring 
to  persuade  liimself  of  Union  majorities  at  the  South,  and 
to  carry  on  a  war  that  was  half  peace  in  hope  of  a  peace  that 
would  have  been  all  war,  while  he  was  still  enforcing  the 
fugitive  slave  law,  under  some  theory  that  secession,  how- 
ever it  might  absolve  States  from  their  obligations,  could 
not  escheat  them  of  their  claims  under  the  Constitution, 
and  that  slaveholders  in  rebellion  had  alone,  among  mor- 
tals, the  privilege  of  having  their  cake  and  eating  it  at  the 
game  time — the  enemies  of  free  government  were  striving 
to  persuade  the  people  that  the  war  was  an  abolition  cru- 
sade. To  rebel  without  reason  was  proclaimed  as  one  of 
the  rights  of  man,  while  it  was  carefully  kept  out  of  sight 
that  to  suppress  rebellion  is  the  first  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment. ' 

To  this  the  editors  of  the  Review  append  a 
note,  as  follows: 

Nothing  could  have  been  further  from  the  intention  of 
the  editors  than  to  misrepresent  the  opinions  of  the  Presi- 
dent. They  merely  meant  that,  in  their  judgment,  the 
policy  of  the  administration  was  at  first  such  as  practically 
to  concede  to  any  rebel  who  might  choose  to  profess  loyalty, 
rigiits  under  the  Constitution  whose  corresponding  obliga- 
tions he  repudiated. 

THE  president's  LETTER  TO  COLONEL  HODGES  OF 
KENTUCKY. 

Executive  Mansion, 
■W.\SHiNaTON,  April  4, 1864. 
A.  G.  Homes,  Esq.,  Frankfort,  Ky  : 

My  Dear  Sir:  You  nsk  me  to  put  in  writing  the  siib- 
etance  of  what  I  verbally  said  the  other  day,  in  your  pres- 
ence, to  Governor  Bramlette  and  Senator  Dixon.  It  was 
ahout  as  follows : 

"  I  am  naturally  anti-slavery.  If  slavery  is  not  wrong, 
nothing  is  wrong.  I  cannot  remember  when  I  did  not  so 
think  and  feel,  and  yet  I  have  never  understood  that  the 
Presidency  conferred  upon  me  an  unrestricted  right  to  act 
oCiciaHy  upon  this  judgment  and  feeling.  It  was  in  the 
oath  I  took  that  I  would  to  the  best  of  my  ability  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


I  could  not  take  the  office  without  taking  the  oath.  Nor 
was  it  my  view  that  I  mitTht  take  an  oath  to  get  power,  and 
break  the  oith  in  using  the  power.  I  understood,  too,  that 
in  ordinary  and  civil  administration  this  oath  even  forbade 
me  to  practically  iudulg  ■  my  primiiry  abstract  juagment  on 
the  mor.il  question  of  slavery.  I  had  publicly  declared  this 
many  times,  and  in  many  ways.  And  I  aver  that,  to  this 
day,  I  have  done  no  official  act  in  mere  deference  to  my  ab- 
stract judgment  and  feeling  on  slavery  I  did  understand, 
however,  tljat  my  oath  to  preserve  the  Constitution  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  imposed  upon  me  the  duty  of  preserv- 
in'-;,  by  every  indispensable  m.eans,  that  Government — that 
nation,  of  which  that  Constitution  was  the  organic  law. 
Was  it  possib  e  to  lose  the  nation  and  yet  preserve  the  Con- 
tutiqp  ?  By  general  law,  life  and  limb  must  bo  i)rotected; 
yet  often  a  limb  must  be  amputated  to  save  a  life;  but  a 
life  is  never  wi.'^ely  given  to  save  a  limb.  I  felt  that  meas- 
ures, otherwise  unconstitutional,  mi^ht  become  lawful,  by 
becoming  indispensable  to  the  preservation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, th^-ough  tlie  preservation  of  the  nation.  F.ight  or 
wrong,  I  as  umed  tliis  ground,  and  now  avow  it.  I  could 
not  tee!  that,  to  the  best  of  ray  ability  I  had  even  tried  to 
preserve  the  Constitution,  if,  to  save  slavery,  or  any  minor 
matter,  I  hhould  permit  the  wreck  of  Government,  country, 
and  Constituiio;i,  altogether.  When  early  in  the  war.  Gen- 
eral Fremont  attempted  military  emancipation,  I  forbado 
it,  because  I  did  not  then  think  it  an  indispensable  neces- 
sity. When  a  little  later,  General  Cameron,  then  Secretary 
of  War.  suggested  the  arming  of  the  blacks,  I  objected,  be- 
cause I  dill  not  yet  think  it  an  indispensable  necessity. 
When,  still  later,  Gener.al  Hunter  attempted  milit.ii  y  eman- 
cipation, I  again  forbade  it,  because  I  did  not  yet  think  the 
indispensable  necessity  had  come.  When  in  March  and 
May,  and  July,  1S62,  I  made  earnest  and  successive  appeals 
to  the  border  States  to  favor  compensated  emancipation,  I 
believed  the  indispensable  necessity  for  military  emancipa- 
tion and  arming  the  blacks  would  come,  unless  averted  by 
that  measure.  They  declined  the  proposition,  and  I  was,  in 
my  best  judgment,  driven  to  the  alternative  of  either  sur- 
rendering the  Union,  and  with  it,  the  Constitution,  or  of 
laying  strong  hand  upon  the  colored  element.  I  chose  the 
latter.  In  choosing  it,  I  hoped  for  greater  gain  than  loss, 
butof  thisi  was  not  entirely  confident.  More  than  a  year  of 
trial  now  shows  no  loss  by  it  in  our  foreign  relations,  none 
in  our  homo  popular  sentiment,  none  in  our  white  military 
force,  no  loss  by  it  any  how,  or  anywhere.  On  the  contrary, 
it  shows  a  gain  of  quite  a  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  sol- 
diers, seamen,  and  laboraia-  These  are  palpable  facts,  abcut 
which,  as  facts,  there  can  be  no  cavilling.  We  have  the 
men  ;  and  we  could  not  have  had  them  without  the  meas- 
ure. 

"  And  now  let  any  Union  man  who  complains  of  this 
measure,  test  himself  by  writing  down  in  one  line,  that  he 
is  for  subduing  the  rebellion  by  force  of  arms;  and  in  the 
next,  that  he  is  for  taking  three  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand men  from  the  Union  side,  and  placing  them  where 
they  would  be  best  for  the  measure  he  condemns.  If  he 
cannot  face  his  case  so  stated,  it  is  only  because  he  cannot 
face  the  truth." 

I  add  a  word  which  was  not  in  the  verbal  conversation. 
In  telling  this  tale,  I  attempt  no  compliment  to  my  own 
sagacity.  I  claim  not  to  have  controlled  events,  but  confess 
pl.ainly  that  events  have  controlled  me.  Now  at  the  end  of 
three  years'  strugijle.  the  nation's  condition  is  not  what 
either  party,  or  a'.iy  man  devised,  or  expected.  God  alone 
can  claim  it.  Whither  it  is  tending  seems  plain.  If  God 
now  wills  the  removal  of  a  great  wrong,  and  wills  also  that 
we  of  the  North,  as  well  as  you  of  the  South,  shall  pay  fairly 
for  our  complicity  in  that  wrong,  impartial  history  will  find 
therein  new  causes  to  attest  and  revere  the  justice  and 
goodness  of  God.  Yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


TO   A   NE'W   YORK   MEETING. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  June  3,  1864. 
Hon.  F.  A.  CoNKLiNQ,  and  others : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter,  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  a 
mass  meeting  of  loyal  citizens  to  be  held  at  New  York,  on 
the  4th  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  gratitude  to 
Lieutenant  General  Grant  for  his  signal  services,  was  re- 
ceived yesterday.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  attend.  I  ap- 
prove, nevertheless,  whatever  may  tend  to  strengthen  and 
sustain  General  Grant  and  the  noble  armies  now  under  his 
direction. 

My  previous  high  estimate  of  General  Grant  has  been 
maintained  and  heightened  by  what  hiis  occurred  in  the 
remarkable  campaign  he  is  now  conducting.  While  the 
magnitude  and  difliculty  of  the  task  before  liiin  do  not 
prove  less  than  I  expected,  he  and  liis  brave  soldiers  an 
now  in  the  midst  of  their  great  trial,  and  I  trust  at  youi 
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eiepting  you  will  so  shape  your  good  words  that  they  may 
turn  to  men  aud  guns,  moTing  to  his  and  their  support. 
Yours,  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

SPEECH    OP    MR.  LINCOLN    AT    THE    PHILADELPHIA 
FAIR,    JUNE    16,    1864. 

I  suppose  that  this  toast  was  intended  to  open  the  way 
for  mo  to  say  somothing. 

War,  at  the  best,  is  terrible,  and  this  war  of  ours,  in  its 
magnitude  aud  in  its  duration,  is  one  of  the  most  terrible. 
It  has  deranged  business,  totally  in  many  localities,  and 
p^irtially  in  all  localities.  It  has  destroyed  property  and 
ruined  liomes ;  it  has  produced  a  national  debt  and  taxation 
unprecedented,  at  least  in  this  country;  it  has  carried 
mourning  to  almost  every  home,  until  it  can  almost  be  said 
that  the  "heavens  are  hung  in  black." 

Yet  the  war  continues,  and  several  relieving  coincidents 
have  accompanied  it  from  the  very  beginning  which  have 
not  been  known,  as  I  understand,  or  have  any  knowledge 
of,  in  any  former  wars  in  the  history  of  the  world.  The 
Sanitary  Commission,  with  all  its  benevolent  labors ;  the 
Christian  Commission,  with  all  its  Christian  and  benevolent 
labors ;  and  the  various  places,  arrangements,  so  to  speak, 
aud  institutions,  have  contributed  to  the  comfort  and  relief 
of  the  soldiers.  You  have  two  of  these  places  in  this  city — 
tJie  Cooper  Shop  and  Umon  Volunteer  Refreshment  Saloons. 
And,  lastly,  these  Fairs,  which,  I  believe,  began  only  in  last 
August,  if  I  mistake  not,  in  Chicago,  then  at  Boston,  at 
Cincinnati,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  at  Baltimore,  and  those  at 
present  held  at  St.  Louis,  Pittsburgh,  and  Philadelphia. 
The  motive  and  object  that  lie  at  the  bottom  of  all  these 
are  most  worthy ;  for,  say  what  you  will,  after  all,  the  most 
is  due  to  the  soldier,  who  takes  his  life  in  his  hands  and 
goes  to  fight  the  battles  of  his  country.  In  what  is  con- 
tributed to  his  comfort  when  he  passes  to  and  fro,  and  in 
what  is  contributed  to  him  when  he  is  sick  and  wounded, 
in  whatever  shape  it  comes,  whether  from  the  fair  and 
tender  hand  of  woman,  or  from  any  other  source,  it  is 
much,  very  much.  But  I  think  that  thero  is  still  that 
which  is  of  as  much  value  to  him  in  the  continual  re- 
minders he  sees  in  the  newspapers  that  wliile  he  is  absent 
he  is  yet  remembered  by  the  loved  ones  at  home.  Another 
view  of  these  various  institutions,  if  I  may  so  call  them,  is 
worthy  of  consideration,  I  think.  They  are  voluntary  con- 
tiibutions,  given  zealously  and  earnestly,  on  top  of  all  the 
disturbances  of  business,  of  all  the  disorders,  of  all  the 


taxation,  and  of  all  the  burdens  that  the  war  has  imposed 
upon  us,  giving  proof  that  the  national  resources  are  not  at 
all  exhausted,  and  that  the  national  spirit  of  patriotism  i» 
even  lirmer  and  stronger  than  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war. 

It  is  a  pertinent  question,  often  asked  in  the  mind  pri- 
vately, and  from  one  to  the  other,  when  is  the  war  to  end  1 
Surely  I  feel  as  de^  an  interest  in  this  question  as  any 
other  can,  but  I  Jo  not  wish  to  name  a  day,  a  month,  or  a 
year  when  it  is  to  end.  I  do  not  wish  to  run  any  risk  of 
seeing  tlie  time  come,  without  our  being  ready  for  the  end, 
for  fear  of  disappointment,  because  the  time  liad  come  and 
not  the  end.  AVe  accepted  this  war  for  an  object,  a  worthy 
object,  and  the  war  will  end  when  that  object  is  attained. 
Under  God,  I  hope  it  never  will  end  until  that  time.  Speak- 
ing of  the  present  campaign,  General  Grant  is  reported  to 
have  said,  I  am  going  through  on  this  line  if  it  takes  all 
summer.  This  war  has  taken  three  years ;  it  was  begun  or 
accepted  upon  the  lino  of  restoring  the  national  authority 
over  the  whole  national  domain,  and  for  the  American  peo- 
ple, as  far  as  my  knowledge  enables  me  to  speak,  I  say  we 
are  going  through  on  this  line  if  it  takes  three  years  more. 

My  friends,  I  did  not  know  but  that  I  might  be  called 
upon  to  say  a  few  words  before  I  got  away  from  here,  but 
I  did  not  know  it  was  coming  just  here.  I  have  never  been 
in  the  liabit  of  making  precUctions  in  regard  to  the  war,  but 
I  am  almost  tempted  to  make  one.  If  I  were  to  hazard  it, 
it  is  this :  That  Grant  is  this  evening,  with  General  Meade 
and  General  Hancock,  and  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers 
with  him,  in  a  position  from  whence  he  will  never  be  dis- 
lodged until  Richmond  is  taken,  and  I  have  but  one  single 
proposition  to  put  now,  and,  perhaps,  I  can  best  put  it  in  the 
form  of  an  interrogative.  If  I  shall  discover  that  General 
Grant  and  the  noble  ofHcers  and  men  under  him  can  be 
greatly  facilitated  in  their  work  by  a  sudden  pouring  for- 
ward of  men  and  assistance,  will  you  give  them  to  me? 
Are  you  ready  to  march  ?  [Cries  of  "yes."]  Then,  I  say, 
stand  ready,  for  I  am  watching  for  the  chance.  I  thank 
you,  gentlemen.    [Laughter  and  cheers.] 

This  speech  was  repeatedly  interrupted  by 
applause,  and  at  its  close  three  cheers  were 
given  for  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  suc- 
cessive cheers  for  Grant  and  Meade  and  Han- 
cock, and  their  brave  soldiers.  In  the  mean 
time  the  President  retired  from  the  room. 
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The  Trent  Affair. 

SECBETARY  SEWARD  TO  MR.  ADAMS. 

November  30, 1861. 

•  *  *  Since  that  conversation  was  held  Captain 
Wilkes,  in  the  steamer  San  Jacinto,  has  boarded  a  British 
colonial  steamer  and  taken  from  her  deck  two  insurgents 
who  were  proceeding  to  Europe  on  an  errand  of  ti-eason 
against  their  own  country.  This  is  a  new  incident,  un- 
known to  and  unforeseen,  at  least  in  its  circumstances,  by 
Lord  Palmerston.  It  is  to  be  met  and  disposed  of  by  the 
two  Governments,  if  possible,  in  the  spir:*  to  which  I  have 
adverted.  Lord  Lyons  has  prudently  refrained  from  open- 
ing the  subject  to  me,  as,  I  presume,  waiting  instructions 
from  home.  We  have  done  nothing  on  the  subject  to  anti- 
cipate the  discussion,  and  we  have  not  furnished  you  with 
any  explanations.  Wo  adhere  to  that  course  now,  because 
we  think  it  more  prudent  that  the  ground  taken  by  the 
British  Government  should  be  first  made  known  to  us  here, 
and  that  the  discussion,  if  there  must  be  one,  shall  bo  had 
here.  It  is  proper,  however,  that  you  should  know  one 
fact  in  the  case,  without  indicating  that  we  attach  much 
importance  to  it,  namely,  that,  in  the  capture  of  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Slidell  on  board  a  British  vessel,  Captain  Wilkes 
havingacted  without  any  instructions  from  the  Government, 
the  subject  is  therefore  free  from  the  embarrassment  which 
might  have  resulted  if  the  act  had  been  specially  directed 
by  us. 

I  trust  that  the  British  Government  will  consider  the 
Buliject  in  a  friendly  temper,  and  it  may  expect  the  best  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  this  Government. 

EARL  RUSSELL  TO  LORD  LYONS. 

November  30,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  Intelligence  of  a  very  grave  nature  has  reached 
her  Blajesty's  Government. 

This  intelMgence  was  conveyed  officially  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Adnuralty  by  Commander  Williams,  agent  for  mails 
on  board  the  contract  steamer  Trent. 

It  sppears  from  the  letter  of  Commander  Williams,  dated 
•^  Knyal  Mail  Contract  Packet  Trent,  at  sea,  November  9," 
that  the  Trent  left  Havana  on  the  7th  instant,  with  her 
Majesty's  mails  for  England,  having  on  board  numerous 
passengers.  Commander  AVilliams  states  that  shortly  after 
noon,  on  the  Sth,  a  steamer  having  the  appearance  of  a 
man-of-war,  but  not  .showing  colors,  was  observed  ahead. 
On  nearing  her,  at  1.15  p.  m.,  she  fired  a  round  shot  from 
her  iiivot-gun  across  the  bows  of  the  Trent  and  showed 
American  colors.  While  the  Trent  was  approaching  her 
slowly,  the  American  vessel  discharged  a  shell  across  the 
bows  of  the  Trent,  exploding  half  a  cable's  length  ahead  of 
her.  The  Trent  then  stopped,  and  an  officer  with  a  large 
armed  guard  of  marines  boarded  her.  The  officer  demanded 
a  list  of  the  passengers;  and,  compliance  with  this  demand 
being  refused,  the  officer  said  he  had  orders  to  arrest  Messrs. 
Mas(in,  Sli'lill.McFarland,  and  Eustis,  and  that  ho  hadsure 
infiirniiitiim  of  their  being  passengers  in  the  Trent.  AVhile 
Boino  parley  was  going  on  upon  this  matter,  Mr.  Slidell 
stepped  forward  and  told  the  American  officer  that  the  four 
persons  he  had  named  were  then  standing  before  him.  The 
<x)mmandor  of  the  Trent  and  Commander  Williams  protested 
against  the  act  of  taking  by  force  out  of  the  Trent  these 
four  passengers,  then  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
flag.  But  the  San  .Tacinto  was  at  that  time  only  two  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  Trent,  her  ship's  company  at  quarters, 
her  ports  open,  and  tompions  out.  Resistance  was  there- 
fore out  of  the  question,  and  the  four  gentlemen  before 
named  were  forcibly  taken  out  of  tl;e  ship.    A  fui'ther  de- 


mand was  made  that  the  commander  of  the  Trent  should 
proceed  on  board  the  San  Jacinto,  but  he  said  he  would  not 
go  unless  forcibly  compelled  likewise,  and  this  demand  was 
not  insisted  upon. 

It  thus  appears  that  certain  individuals  have  been  forcibly 
taken  from  on  board  a  British  vessel,  the  ship  of  a  neutral 
Power,  while  such  vessel  was  pursuing  a  lawful  and  innocent 
voyage — an  act  of  violence  which  was  an  affront  to  lh« 
British  flag  and  a  violation  of  international  law. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  bearing  in  mind  the  friendly 
relations  which  have  long  subsisted  between  Great  BritaiB 
and  the  United  States,  are  willing  to  believe  that  the  United 
States  naval  officer  who  committed  the  aggression  was  not 
acting  in  compliance  with  any  authority  from  bis  Govern- 
ment, or  that  if  ho  conceived  himself  to  bo  bo  authorized  ha 
greatly  misunderstood  the  instructions  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. For  the  Government  of  the  United  States  must  be 
fully  aware  that  the  British  Government  could  not  allow 
such  an  affront  to  the  national  honor  to  pass  without  full 
reparation,  and  her  Majesty's  Government  are  unwilling  to 
believe  that  it  could  be  the  deliberate  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  unnecessarily  to  force  into 
discussion  between  the  two  Governments  a  question  of  so 
grave  a  character,  and  with  regard  to  which  the  whole 
British  nation  would  be  sure  to  entertain  such  unanimity  ol 
feeling. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  trust  that  when 
tills  matter  shall  have  been  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  Government 
will,  of  its  own  accord,  offer  to  the  British  Government  such 
redress  as  alone  could  satisfy  the  British  nation,  namely, 
the  liber.-ition  of  the  four  gentlemen  and  thei  •  delivi«ry  to 
your  lordship,  in  order  that  they  may  again  be  placed  under 
British  pi-otection,and  a  suitable  apology  for  the  aggression 
which  has  been  committed. 

Should  the.50  terms  not  be  offered  by  Mr.  Seward,  you  will 
propose  them  to  him.. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  read  this  dispatch  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and,  if  he  shall  desire  it,  you  will  give  him  a  copy 
of  it. 

SECRETARY    SEWARD    TO    LORD    LYONS. 
December  26, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  Eatl  Russell's  despatch  of  November  the  30th, 
a  copy  of  which  you  have  left  with  mo  at  my  request,  is  of 
the  following  eftect,  namely : 

That  a  letter  of  Commander  WilUams,  dated  Royal  Mail 
Contract  Packetboat  Trent,  at  sea,  November  9th,  states 
that  that  vessel  left  Havana  on  the  7th  of  November,  with 
her  Majesty's  mails  for  England,  having  on  board  numerous 
p.assengers.  Shortly  after  noon,  on  the  Sth  of  November, 
the  United  States  war  steamer  San  Jacinto,  Capt.  Wilkes, 
not  showing  colors,  wiis  observed  ahead.  That  steamer,  on 
being  neared  liy  the  Trent,  at  one  o'clock  fifteen  minutes  in 
the  afternoon,  fired  a  round  shot  from  a  pivot-gun  across 
her  bows,  and  showed  American  colors.  While  the  Trent 
was  approaching  slowly  towards  the  San  Jacinto,  she  dis- 
charged a  shell  across  the  Trent's  bows,  which  exploded  at 
half  a  cable's  length  before  her.  The  Trent  then  stopped, 
and  an  officer  with  a  largo  armed  guard  of  marines  boarded 
her.  The  officer  said  ho  had  orders  to  arrest  Messrs.  Mason, 
Slidell,  McFarland,  and  Eustis,  and  had  sure  information 
that  they  were  passengers  in  the  Trent.  While  some  parley 
was  going  on  upon  this  matter,  Mr.  Slidell  stepped  forward 
and  said  to  the  American  officer  that  the  four  persons  he 
had  named  were  standing  before  him.  The  commander  of 
the  Trent  and  Commander  Williams  protested  against  the 
act  of  taking  those  four  passengers  out  of  the  Trent,  they 
thea  being  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag.  But 
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the  San  Jacinto  was  at  this  time  only  two  hundred 
yards  distant,  her  ship's  company  at  quarters,  her  ports 
open  and  tompions  out,  and  so  resistance  was  out  of  tlie 
question.  Tho  four  persons  before  named  wore  thon  forcibly 
taken  out  of  the  ship.  A  further  d"mand  was  mado  that 
the  commander  of  tho  Trent  should  proceed  on  board  the 
San  Jacinto,  but  ho  Raid  ho  would  not  go  unless  forcibly 
compelled  likewise,  and  this  demand  was  not  insisted  upon. 
Upon  this  statement  Earl  Russell  remarks  that  it  thus 
appears  that  certain  indiYidualP  have  b^en  forcibly  taken 
from  on  board  a,  British  vessel,  the  ship  of  a  neutral  power, 
while  that  vessel  was  pursuing  a  lawful  and  innocent 
voyage — an  act  of  violence  which  was  an  atfront  to  the 
British  flag  and  a  violation  of  international  law. 

Earl  Russell  next  says  that  her  Majesty's  Government, 
bearing  in  mind  the  friendly  relations  which  have  long 
subsisted  betwei'n  Groat  Britian  and  the  United  States,  are 
willing  to  believe  that  the  naval  officer  who  committed  this 
aggression  was  not  acting  in  compliance  with  any  authority 
from  his  Government,  or  that,  if  ho  conceived  himself  to  be 
BO  authorized,  he  gi-eatly  misunderstood  the  instructions 
which  he  had  received. 

Eai-1  Russell  argues  that  the  United  States  must  be  fully 
aware  that  the  British  Government  could  not  allow  such 
an  affront  to  the  national  honor  to  pass  without  full  repara- 
tion, and  they  are  willing  to  believe  that  it  could  not  be 
the  deliberate  intention  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  unnecessarily  to  force  into  discussion  between  the 
two  Governments  a  question  of  so  grave  a  character,  and 
with  regard  to  which  the  whole  British  nation  would  be 
Bure  to  entertain  such  unanimity  of  feeling. 

Karl  Russell,  resiiug  upon  the  statement  and  the  argu- 
ment which  I  have  thus  recited,  closes  wilhsayiag  that  her 
Majesty's  governracut  trust  that  when  this  mailer  shall 
have  been  brought  under  the  consideratiou  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  it  wiil,  of  its  own  accord,  olf  r 
to  the  British  Govcrnmeut  such  redress  as  alone  could  sat- 
isfy the  British  nation,  namely,  the  liberation  of  the  four 
prisoners  taken  from  the  Trent,  and  their  delivery  to  your 
lordship,  in  order  that  they  may  again  be  placed  under 
British  protection ,  and  a  suitable  apology  for  the  aggres- 
sion which  has  been  committed.  Earl  liusscll  fiiiady  in- 
structs you  to  propose  those  terms  to  me,  if  I  should  not 
first  offer  them  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
This  despatch  has  been  submitted  to  the  Prcsidont. 
The  British  government  has  rightly  conjectured,  what  it 
is  now  my  duty  to  state,  that  Captain  Wilkes,  in  conceiv- 
ing and  executing  the  proceeding  in  question,  acted  upon 
his  own  suggestions  of  duty,  without  any  direction  or  in- 
stniction,  or  even  foreknowledge  of  it,  on  the  part  of  this 
Government.  No  directions  had  been  given  to  him,  or  any 
other  naval  officer,  to  arrest  the  four  pei-sons  named,  or 
any  of  them,  on  the  Trent  or  any  other  British  vessel,  or 
on  any  other  neutral  vessel,  at  tlie  place  where  it  occurred 
or  elsewhere.  The  British  government  will  justly  infer 
from  these  facts  that  the  United  States  not  only  have  had 
no  purpose,  but  even  no  thought,  of  forcing  into  discussion 
the  question  which  has  arisen,  or  any  other  which  could 
affect  in  any  way  the  sensibilities  of  the  British  nation. 

It  is  true  that  a  round  shot  was  fired  by  the  San  Jacinto 
from  her  pivot-gun  when  the  Trent  was  chstantly  approach- 
ing. But,  as  the  facts  have  been  reported  to  this  gijvern- 
ment,  the  shot  was  nevertheless  intentionally  fired  in  a 
direction  so  obviously  divergent  from  the  course  of  the 
Trent  as  to  bo  quite  as  harmless  as  a  blank  shot,  while  it 
should  be  regarded  as  a  signal. 

So  also  we  learn  that  the  Trent  was  not  approaching  the 
San  Jacinto  slowly  when  the  shell  was  fired  across  her 
bows,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  Trent  was,  or  seemed  to  be, 
moving  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  as  if  with  a  pm-pose  to 
pass  the  San  Jacinto. 

We  are  mforuied  also  that  the  boarding  officer,  (Lieuten- 
ap.t  Fairfax,)  did  not  board  the  Trent  with  a  large  armed 
guard,  but  he  left  his  marines  in  his  boat  when  he  entered 
tiie  Trent.  He  stated  his  instructinus  from  Captain  Wilkes 
to  search  for  the  lour  persons  named,  in  a  respectful  and 
courteous,  though  decided  manner,  and  he  asked  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Trent  to  show  his  passenger  list,  which  was  re- 
fused. The  lieutenant,  as  we  are  informed,  did  not  employ 
absolute  force  in  transferring  the  passengers,  but  ho  used 
just  so  much  as  was  necessary  to  satisfy  the  parties  con- 
corned  that  refusal  or  resistance  would  be  uuavailiLig. 

So,  also,  we  are  informed  that  the  captain  of  the  Trent 
was  not  at  any  time  or  in  any  way  required  to  go  on  board 
the  San  Jacinto. 

These  modifications  of  the  case,  as  presented  by  Com- 
mander Williams,  are  based  upon  our  official  reports. 

I  have  now  to  remind  your  lordship  of  some  facts  which 
doubtlessly  were  omitted  by  Earl  Russell,  with  the  very 
proper  and  becoming  motive  of  allowing  tbcm  to  be  brought 
into  the  case,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  way 
tnost  satisfactory  to  this  Government.  These  facts  are, 
that  at  the  time  the  transaction  occurred  an  insurrection 
was  existing  in  the  United  States  which  this  Governinent 


was  engaged  in  suppressing  by  the  employment  of  land 
and  naval  forces ;  that  in  regard  to  this  domestic  strife  the 
United  States  considered  Great  Britam  as  a  friendly  power, 
while  she  had  assumed  for  herself  the  attitude  of  a  neu- 
tral ;  and  that  Spain  was  considered  in  the  same  light,  and 
had  assumed  the  same  attitude  as  Great  Britain. 

It  had  been  settled  by  correspondence  that  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  mutually  recognized  as  applicable 
to  this  local  strife  these  two  articl'  s  of  the  declaration 
made  by  the  Congress  of  Paris  in  1856,  namely,  that  the 
neutral  or  friendly  flag  should  cover  enemy's  goods  not 
contraband  of  war,  and  that  neutral  goods  not  contraband 
of  war  are  not  liable  to  capture  under  an  enemy's  flag. 
These  exceptions  of  contraband  from  favor  wore  a  negative 
acceptaLceby  the  parties  of  the  rule  hitherto  everywhere 
recognized  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  whatever 
is  contraband  is  liable  to  capture  and  confiscation  in  all 
cases. 

James  M.  Mason  and  E.  J.  McFarland  are  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  residents  of  Virginia.  John  Slidell  and 
George  Eustis  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  resi- 
dents of  Louisiana.  It  was  well  known  at  Havana  when 
these  parties  embarked  in  the  Trent  that  James  M.  Mason 
was  proceeding  to  England  in  the  affected  character  of  a 
minister  plenipotentiiiry  to  the  Court  of  St.  James,  under  a 
pretended  commission  from  Jefferson  Davis,  who  had  as- 
sumed to  be  president  of  the  insurrectionary  party  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  E.  J.McFarlaud  was  going  with  him  in  a  like 
unreal  character  of  secretary  of  legation  to  the  pretended 
mission.  John  Slidell,  in  similar  circumstances,  was  going 
to  Paris  as  a  pretended  minister  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
and  George  Eustis  was  the  chosen  secretary  of  legation 
for  that  simulated  mission.  The  fact  that  these  persons  had 
assumed  such  charticters  has  been  since  avowed  by  the  same 
Jefferson  Davis  in  a  pretended  message  to  an  unlawful  and 
insurrectionary  Congress.  It  was,  we  think,  rightly  pre- 
sumed that  these  ministers  bore  pretended  credentials  and 
instructions,  and  such  papers  are  in  the  law  known  as  des- 
patches. We  are  informed  by  our  consul  at  Paris  that  those 
despatches,  having  escaped  the  search  of  the  Trent,  were 
actually  conveyed  and  delivered  to  emissaries  of  the  insur- 
rection in  England.  Although  it  is  not  essential,  yet  it  is 
proper  to  state,  as  I  do  also  upon  inlormation  and  belief, 
that  the  owner  and  agent,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  Trent, 
including  Commander  Williams,  had  knowledge  of  the  as- 
sumed characters  and  pm-poses  of  the  persons  before  named 
when  they  embarked  on  that  vessel. 

Your  lordship  will  now  perceive  that  the  case  before  us, 
instead  of  presenting  a  merely  flagrant  act  of  violence  on 
the  part  of  Captain  Wilkes,  as  might  well  be  inferred  from 
the  incomplete  statement  of  it  that  went  up  to  the  British 
government,  was  undertaken  as  a  simple  'ecri'  -:--'  •  .- 
tomary  belligerent  proceeding  by  Captain  V\  ..a«  to  rtnest 
and  capture  a  neutral  vessel  engaged  in  carrying  contrar 
band  of  war  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  insurgents. 

The  question  before  us  is,  whether  this  proceeding  w.aa 
authorized  by  and  conducted  accorchug  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions.   It  involves  the  following  inquh'ics : 

Ist.  Were  the  persons  named  and  their  supposed  despatches 
contraband  of  war? 

2d.  Might  Captain  Wilkes  lawfully  stop  and  search  the 
Trent  for  these  contraband  persons  and  despatches  ? 

3d.  Did  he  exercise  that  right  in  a  lawful  and  proper 
manner  ? 

4th.  Having  found  the  contraband  persons  on  board  and 
in  presumed  possession  of  the  contraband  dispatches,  had 
he  a  right  to  capture  the  persons  ? 

5th.  Did  he  e.N;erc:se  that  right  of  capture  in  the  manner 
allowed  and  recognized  by  the  lawsof  nations? 

If  all  these  inquires  shall  be  resolved  in  the  agirmative 
the  British  government  will  have  no  claim  for  reparation. 

I  address  myself  to  the  first  inquiry,  namely,  were  the 
four  persons  mentioned,  and  their  supposed  despatches, 
contraband? 

Maritime  law  so  generally  deals,  as  its  professors  say,  m 
rem,  that  is  with  property,  and  so  seldom  with  persons,  that 
it  seems  a  straining  of  the  term  C(jutraband  to  apply  it  to 
them.  But  persons,  as  well  as  property,  may  become  con- 
traband, since  the  word  means  broa<Ily  "  contrary  to  proc- 
lamation, prohibited,  illegal,  unlawful." 

All  writers  and  judges  pronounce  naval  or  military  per- 
sons in  the  service  of  ihe  enemy  contraband.  Vattel  says 
war  allows  us  to  cut  off  from  an  enemy  all  his  resources, 
and  to  hinder  him  from  sending  ministers  to  solicit  assist- 
ance. And  Sir  William  Scott  says  you  may  stop  the  ambas- 
sador of  your  enemy  on  his  passage.  Despatches  are  not 
less  clearly  contraband,  and  the  bearers  or  couriers  who  un- 
dertake to  carry  them  fill  under  the  same  coudeiu- 
natiou. 

A  subtlety  might  he  raised  whether  pretended  ministers 
of  a  usurping  power,  not  recognized  as  legal  by  either  the 
belligerent  or  the  neutral,  cmild  be  held  to  be  contraband. 
But  it  would  disappear  on  being  subjected  to  what  is  tlie 
true  test  in  all  cases— namely,  the  spirit  of  the  law.    Sir 
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VCilliam  Fcott,  speaking  of  civil  magistrates  who  are  arrest- 
ed snd  detained  as  concrabancl,  sayj : 

"It  appears  to  me  on  principle  to  be  but  reasonable  that 
when  it  is  (f  sufficient  iuiportauce  to  the  enemy  that  such 
persons  shall  be  neat  out  on  the  public  service  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  it  sbonlrt  afl'orJ  equal  ground  of  forfeiture 
against  the  vessel  that  may  be  let  out  for  a  purpose  bo  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  hostile  operations." 

I  trust  that  I  have  shown  that  the  four  persons  who  were 
taken  from  the  Trent  by  Captain  Wilkes,  and  their  des- 
patches, were  contraband  of  war. 

The  second  inquiry  is,  whether  Captain  Wilkes  had  a 
ri_'hc  bv  the  law  of  nations  to  detain  and  search  the  Trent. 

The  Trent,  though  she  oarrifd  mails,  was  a  contract  or 
merchant  vessel — a  common  carrier  for  hire.  Maritime  law 
knows  only  three  classes  of  vessels — vessels  of  war,  revenue 
vessels,  f.nd  merchant  vessels.  The  Trent  falls  within  the 
1  tttor  class.  Whatever  disputes  have  existed  concerning 
a  right  of  visitation  or  search  in  time  of  peace,  none,  it  is 
supposed, -has  existed  in  modern  times  about  the  right  of  a 
belligerent  in  time  of  war  to  capture  contraband  in  neutral 
and  even  Iriendly  merchant  vessels,  and  of  the  right  of  vis- 
itation and  search,  in  order  to  determine  whether  they  are 
neutral,  and  are  documented  as  such  according  to  the  law 
of  nations. 

I  assume  in  the  present  case  what,  as  I  read  British  au- 
thorities, is  regarded  by  Great  Britain  herself  as  true  mari- 
time law:  That  the  circumstances  that  the  Trent  was  pro- 
ceeding from  a  neutral  port  to  another  neutral  port  does 
not  modify  the  riglit  of  the  belligerent  captor. 

The  third  question  is  whether  Captain  Wilkes  exercised 
the  right  of  search  in  a  lawful  and  proper  manner. 

If  any  doubt  hung  over  this  point,  as  the  case  was  pre- 
sented in  the  statement  of  it  adopted  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. I  think  it  must  have  already  passed  away  before 
the  modifications  of  that  statement  which  I  have  already 
submitted. 

1  proceed  to  the  fourth  inquiry,  namely :  Having  found 
the  suspected  contraband  of  war  on  board  the  Trent,  had 
Captain  \Vilke3  a  right  to  capture  the  same  ? 

Sueh  a  capture  is  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  recognized, 
object  of  tlie  permitted  visitation  and  search.  The  principle 
of  the  law  is,  that  the  l)elligerent  exposed  to  danger  may 
prevent  the  contraband  persons  or  things  from  applying 
themselves  or  being  applied  to  the  hostile  uses  or  purposes 
designed.  The  law  is  so  very  liljeral  in  this  respect  that 
when  contraband  is  found  on  board  a  neutral  vessel  not  only 
is  the  contraband  forfeited,  but  the  vessel  which  is  the  ve- 
hicle of  its  passagu  or  transportation,  being  tainted,  also 
becomes  contraband,  and  is  subjected  to  capture  and  confis- 
cjition. 

Only  the  fifth  question  remains,  namely :  Did  Captain 
Wilkes  exercise  the  riglit  of  capturing  the  contraband  in 
conformity  with  the  law  of  nations? 

It  is  just  here  that  the  dithculties  of  the  case  begin. 
What  is  the  manner  which  the  law  of  nations  prescribes  for 
disposing  of  the  contraband  when  you  have  found  and 
seized  it  on  board  of  the  neutral  vessel  ?  The  answer  would 
be  easily  found  if  the  question  were  what  you  shall  do  with 
the  contr.'iband  vessel.  You  must  take  or  send  her  into  a 
convenient  port,  and  subject  her  to  a  judicial  prosecution 
there  in  admiralty,  which  will  try  and  decide  the  questions 
of  belligerency,  neutrality,  contraband,  and  capture.  So, 
Hgain,  you  would  promptly  find  the  same  answer  if  the  ques- 
tion were.  What  is  the  manner  of  proceeding  prescribed  by 
the  law  of  nations  in  regard  to  the  contraband,  if  it  be  prop- 
erty or  things  of  material  or  pecuniary  value? 

But  the  question  here  concerns  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
regard,  not  to  the  vessel  that  was  carrying  the  contraband, 
nor  yet  to  contraband  things  which  worked  the  forfeiture 
of  tiae  vessel,  but  to  contraband  nersons. 

The  books  of  law  are  dumb.  Yet  the  question  is  as  im- 
portant as  it  is  dilhcult.  First,  the  belligerent  captor  has  a 
right  to  jirevent  the  contraband  officer,  soldier,  sailor,  min- 
ister, messenger,  or  courier  from  proceeding  in  his  unlaw- 
ful voyage  and  reaching  the  destined  scene  of  his  injurious 
service.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  person  captured  may 
be  innocent- that  is,  he  may  not  be  contraband.  He, 
therefore,  has  a  right  to  a  fair  trial  of  the  accusation  against 
him.  The  neutral  State  that  has  taken  him  under  its  flag  is 
bound  to  protect  him  if  ho  is  not  contraband,  and  is  there- 
fore entitled  to  be  satisfied  upon  that  important  question. 
The  faith  of  that  Sta:e  is  pledged  to  his  safety,  if  innocent, 
em  its  justice  is  pledged  for  his  surrender  if  he  is  really  con- 
traband. Here  are  conflicting  claims,  involving  personal 
liberty,  life,  honor,  and  duty.  Here  are  conflicting  nation»l 
claims,  involving  welfare,  safety,  honor,  and  empire.  They 
require  a  tribunal  and  a  trial.  The  captors  and  the  cap- 
tured are  equals;  the  neutral  aud  the  belligerent  State  are 
equals. 

While  the  law  authorities  were  found  silent,  it  was  sug- 
gested at  an  early  day  by  this  Government  that  you  should 
take  the  captured  persons  into  a  convenient  port, and  insti 
iute  judicial  proceedings  there  to  try  the  controversy.   But 


only  courts  of  admiralty  have  jurisdiction  in  maritime 
cases,  and  these  courts  have  formulas  lo  try  only  claims  to 
contraband  chattels,  but  none  to  try  claims  concerning 
contraband  persons.  The  courts  can  entertain  no  proceed- 
ings and  render  no  judgment  in  favor  of  or  against  the  al- 
leged contraband  men. 

It  was  replied  all  this  was  true;  but  you  can  reach  in 
those  courts  a  decision  which  will  have  the  moial  Weight 
of  a  judicial  one  by  a  circuitous  proceeding.  Convey  the 
suspected  men,  together  with  the  suspected  ves.sel,  into 
port,  and  try  there  the  question  whether  tbe  vessel  is  con- 
traband. You  can  prove  it  to  be  so  by  proving  the  suspect- 
ed men  to  be  contraband,  and  the  court  must  then  determ- 
ine the  vessel  to  be  contraband.  If  the  men  are  not  con- 
traband the  Vessel  will  escape  rondoni nation.  Still,  there 
is  no  judgment  for  or  against  the  ca|>tured  persons.  But  it 
was  assumed  that  there  would  result  from  the  determina- 
tion of  the  court  concerning  the  vessel  a  legal  certainty 
concerning  the  character  of  the  men. 

This  course  of  proceeding  seemed  open  to  many  objec- 
tions. It  elevates  the  Incidental  inferior  private  interest 
into  the  proper  place  of  the  main  paramount  public  one, 
and  possibly  it  may  make  the  fortunes,  the  safety,  or  the 
e.xistence  of  a  nation  depend  on  the  accidents  ot  a  merely 
personal  and  pecuniary  litigation.  Moreover,  when  the 
judgment  of  the  prize  court  upon  the  lawfulness  of  the  caj^ 
ture  of  the  vessel  is  rendeied,  it  really  concludes  nothing, 
and  binds  neither  the  belligerent  Slate  nor  the  neutral 
upon  the  great  question  of  the  disposition  to  be  made  of 
the  captured  contraband  persons.  That  question  is  still  to 
be  really  determined,  if  at  all,  by  diplomatic  arrangement 
or  by  war. 

One  may  well  express  his  surprise  when  told  that  the  law 
of  nations  has  furnished  no  more  reasonable,  practical,  and 
perfect  mode  than  this  of  determining  questions  of  such 
grave  import  between  sovereign  powers.  The  regret  we 
may  feel  on  the  occasion  is  nevertheless  modified  by  the 
reflection  that  the  difficulty  is  not  altogether  anomalous. 
Similar  and  equal  deficiencies  are  found  in  every  system  of 
municipal  law,  especially  in  the  system  which  exists  in  the 
greater  portions  of  Great  Britain  aud  the  United  States.  The 
title  to  personal  property  can  hardly  ever  bo  resolved  by  a 
court  without  resorting  to  the  fiction  that  the  claimant  haa 
lost  and  the  possessor  has  found  it,  and  the  title  to  real  es- 
tate is  disputed  by  real  htigants  under  the  names  of  imagi- 
nary persons.  It  must  bo  confessed,  however,  that  while 
all  aggrieved  nations  demand,  and  all  impartial  ones  con- 
cede, the  need  of  some  form  of  judicial  process  in  determin- 
ing the  characters  of  contraband  persons,  no  other  form 
than  the  illogical  and  circuitous  one  thus  described  exists, 
nor  has  any  other  yet  been  suggested.  I'ractically,  ther^ 
fore,  the  choice  is  between  that  judicial  remedy  or  no  judi- 
cial remedy  whatever. 

If  there  bo  no  judicial  remedy,  the  result  is  that  tlie  quo* 
tion  must  be  determined  by  the  captor  himself,  on  the  deck 
of  the  prize  vessel.  Very  grave  objections  arise  against  such 
a  course.  The  captor  is  armed,  the  neutral  is  unarmed- 
The  captor  is  interested,  prejudiced,  and  perhaps  violent; 
the  neutral,  if  truly  neutral,  is  disinterested,  subdued,  and 
helpless.  The  tribunal  is  iiTesponsible,  while  its  judgment 
is  carried  into  instant  execution.  Tho  captured  party  is 
compelled  to  submit,  though  bound  by  no  legal,  moral,  or 
treaty  obligation  to  acquiesce.  Reparation  is  distant  and 
problematical,  and  depends  at  last  on  the  justice,  magnan- 
imity, or  wealiuess  of  the  State  in  whose  behalf  and  by 
whose  authority  the  capture  was  made.  Out  of  these  dis- 
putes reprisals  and  wars  necessarily  arise,  and  these  are  so 
frequent  and  destructive  that  it  may  woU  bo  doubted 
whether  this  form  of  remedy  is  not  a  greater  social  evil  than 
all  that  could  follow  if  the  belligerent  right  of  search  were 
universally  renounced  and  abolished  torever.  But  caiTy  the 
case  one  step  further.  What  if  the  State  that  has  made  the 
capture  unreasonably  refuse  to  hear  the  complaint  of  the 
neutral  or  to  redress  it?  In  that  case,  the  very  act  of  cap- 
ture would  bo  an  act  of  war— of  war  begun  without  notice, 
and  possibly  entirely  without  provocation. 

I  think  all  unprejudiced  miuds  will  agree  that,  imperfect 
as  the  existing  judicial  remedy  may  be  supposed  to  be,  it 
would  bo,  as  a  general  practice,  better  to  follow  it  than  to 
adopt  the  summary  one  of  leaving  the  decision  with  the 
captor,  and  relying  upon  diplomatic  debates  to  review  hia 
decision.  Practically,  it  is  a  question  of  choice  between  law, 
with  its  imperlections  and  delate,  and  war,  with  its  evils 
and  desolations.  Nor  is  it  ever  to  be  forgotten  that  neutral- 
ity, honestly  and  justly  preserved,  is  always  the  harbinger 
of  peace,  and  therefore  is  tho  common  interest  of  nations, 
which  is  only  saying  that  it  is  the  interest  of  humanity 
itself. 

At  the  s.ame  time  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  it  may  somo» 
times  happen  that  the  jutUcial  remedy  will  become  impos- 
sible, as  by  the  shipwreck  of  the  prize  vessel,  or  other  cir- 
cumstances which  excuse  the  captor  from  semUng  or  taking 
her  into  port  for  confiscation.  In  sueh  a  case  the  right  of 
the  captor  to  the  custody  of  tho  captured  persons,  aud  to 
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dispone  of  them,  if  they  are  really  contraband,  so  as  to  de- 
f<  at  their  unlawful  purposes,  cannot  reasonably  be  denied. 
What  rule  shall  be  apjilied  in  such  a  case  ?  Clearly,  the 
captor  ought  to  be  required  to  show  thrtt  the  failure  of  the 
judicial  remedy  results  from  circumstances  beyond  his  con- 
trol, and  without  his  fault.  Othi  rwisc,  he  woub  1  be  allowed 
to  derive  advantage  from  a  wrongful  act  of  his  own. 

In  the  present  case,  Captain  Wilkes,  after  capturing  the 
contiMband  persons  and  nialiing  prize  of  the  Trent  in  what 
seems  to  be  a  perfectly  lawful  manner,  instead  of  sending 
her  into  port,  released  her  from  the  capture,  and  permitted 
her  to  proceed  with  her  whole  cargo  upon  her  voyage.  Ho 
thus  eUoctually  prevented  the  judicial  examination  which 
might  otherwise  have  occurred. 

If,  now,  the  capture  of  the  contraband  persons  and  the 
captui'e  of  the  contraband  vessel  are  to  be  regarded,  not  as 
two  separate  or  distinct  transactions  under  the  law  of  na- 
tions, ''Ut  as  one  transaction,  one  capture  ouly,  then  it  fol- 
lows .1  at  the  cajiture  in  this  case  was  lel't  unfinished,  or 
was  aband(jned.  Whethar  the  United  States  have  a  right 
toretaiii  the  chief  public  beuelitsof  it,  namely,  the  custody  of 
the  captured  persons  on  proving  them  to  be  contraband,  will 
dcpenil  upon  the  preliminary  question  whether  the  leaving  of 
tlie  transaction  unfinished  was  necessary,  or  whether  it  was 
unnecessary,  and  therefore  voluntary.  If  it  was  necessary, 
Great  Britviin,  as  we  suppose,  must,  of  course,  waive  the  de- 
fect, and  the  consequent  failure  of  the  juilicial  remedy.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  not  seen  how  the  United  States  can  in- 
sist upon  her  waiver  of  tliat  judicial  remed3'',  if  the  defect 
of  tlio  capture  resulted  from  an  act  of  Captain  Wilkes, 
Miiich  would  be  a  fault  on  their  own  side. 

Captain  Wilkes  has  presented  to  this  Government  his 
reasons  for  releasing  the  Trent.  '■  I  forebore  to  seize  her," 
he  says,  "in  consequence  of  my  being  so  reduced  in  officers 
and  crew,  and  the  derangement  it  would  cause  innocent 
persons,  there  being  a  large  number  of  pas&t'ngers  who 
would  have  been  put  to  great  loss  and  inconvenience,  as 
well  as  disappointment,  from  the  interruption  it  would  have 
acused  them  in  not  being  able  to  join  the  steamer  from  St. 
Thomas  to  Europe.  I  therefore  concluded  to  sacrifice  the 
Interest  of  my  otficers  and  crew  iu  the  prize,  and  suffered 
her  to  proceed  after  the  detention  necessary  to  effect  the 
transfer  of  those  commissioners,  considering  I  had  obtained 
the  important  end  I  had  in  view,  and  which  affected  the 
interest  of  our  country  and  interrupted  the  action  of  that 
of  the  confederates." 

I  shall  coniiiJer,  first,  how  these  reasons  ought  to  affect 
the  action  of  (his  Government  ;  and  secondly,  how  tliey 
ought  to  be  expected  to  alfecl  the  action  of  Great  Britain. 

Tlie  reasons  are  satisfactoiy  to  this  Government,  solar 
ns  Captain  Wilkes  is  concerned.  It  could  not  desire  that 
the  Sau  Jacinto,  her  officers  and  crew,  should  be  exposed 
to  danger  and  loss  by  weakening  their  number  to  di  uth  a 
prize  crew  to  go  on  boara  the  Trent.  Still  less  could  it  dis- 
avow the  humane  motive  of  preventing  inconveniences, 
losses,  and  perhaps  disasters,  to  the  several  hundred  inno- 
cent passengers  ibund  ou  board  the  prize  vessel.  Nor  could 
this  Government  perceive  any  ground  for  questioning  the 
fact  that  these  reasons,  though  apparently  incongruous,  did 
operate  in  the  mind  of  Captain  vVilkcs  and  determine  him 
to  release  the  Trent.  Human  actions  generally  proceed 
upon  mingled,  and  sometimes  conflicting  motives.  Ho 
d-asu.'td  the  sacrifices  which  this  decision  would  cost.  It 
niauilestly,  however,  did  not  occur  to  him  that  beyond  the 
sacrifice  of  the  private  interests  (as  he  calls  them)  of  his 
officers  and  crew,  there  might  also  pusslbiy  be  a  sacrifice 
even  of  the  chiel  and  public  object  of  his captire, namely, 
the  right  of  his  Government  to  the  custody  and  disposition 
of  th-'  captured  persons.  This  Government  cannot  censure 
him  for  this  oversight.  It  confessess  that  the  whole  subject 
came  unforeseen  upon  the  Government,  asdoubtle.-s  it  did 
upon  him.  Its  present  convictions  on  tlie  |  oinl  in  question 
are  the  result  of  delib.  rate  examination  and  deduction  now 
made,  and  not  of  any  impressions  previously  formed. 

Neverlheless,  the  question  now  is,  not  whether  Captain 
Wilkes  is  justified  to  his  Government  in  what  he  did,  but 
■what  IS  the  present  view  of  the  Government  as  to  the  effect 
of  what  he  has  done.  Assuming  now,  for  argument's  sake 
only,  that  the  release  of  the  Trent,  it  voluntary,  involved 
a  waiver  of  the  claim  of  the  Government  to  hold  the  cap- 
tured persons,  the  United  States  could  in  that  case  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  act  which  has  thus  already 
been  approved  by  the  Government  must  be  allowed  to 
draw  its  legal  consequence  after  it.  It  is  of  the  very  na- 
ture of  a  gift  or  a  charity  that  the  giver  cannot,  after  the 
exercise  of  his  benevolence  is  past,  recall  or  modify  its 
benefits. 

We  are  thus  brought  directly  to  the  question  whether  we 
are  entitled  to  regard  the  release  of  the  Trent  as  involmi- 
tary,  or  whether  we  are  obliged  to  consider  that  it  was  vol- 
untary. Clearly  the  releaise  would  have  been  involuntary 
had  it  been  made  solely  upon  the  first  ground  assigned  for 
it  Ijy  Captain  Wilkes,  namely,  a  want  of  a  sufliicient  force 
to  send  the  prize  vessel  into  port  for  adjudication.     It  is 


not  the  dtity  of  a  captor  to  haz.ord  his  own  vessel  in  or- 
der to  secure  a  judicial  examination  to  the  captured  party. 
No  large  prize  crew,  however  is  legally  necessary,  for  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  captured  party  to  acquiesce,  and  go  will- 
ingly before  the  tribunal  to  whose  jurisdiction  it  appeals. 
If  the  captured  party  indicate  iiurposes  to  employ  means 
of  resistance  which  the  captor  cannot  with  probable  safety 
to  himself  overcome,  he  may  properly  leave  the  vessel  to  go 
forward;  and  neither  she  nor  the  State  she  represents  can 
ever  afterwards  justly  object  tliat  the  captor  dej)rived  her 
of  the  judicial  remedy  to  which  she  was  entitled. 

But  the  second  reason  assigned  by  Captain  Wilkes  for  re- 
leasing the  Trent  differs  from  the  first.  At  best,  therefore, 
it  must  be  held  that  Captain  Wilkes,  as  he  explains  him- 
self, acted  from  combined  sentiments  of  prudence  and  gen- 
erosity, and  so  that  the  release  of  the  prize  vessel  was  not 
strictly  necessary  or  involuntary. 

Secondly.  How  ought  we  to  expect  these  explanations  by 
Captain  Wilkes  of  his  reasons  lor  leaving  the  capture  in- 
complete to  affect  the  action  of  the  British  government? 

The  observation  upon  this  point  which  first  occurs  is,  that 
Captain  Vi'ilkes's  explanations  were  not  made  to  the  author- 
ities of  the  captured  vessel.  If  made  known  to  them, 
they  might  have  approved  and  taken  the  release  upon  the 
condition  of  waiving  a  judicial  investigation  of  the  wholo 
transaction,  or  they  might  have  refused  to  accept  the  re- 
lease upon  that  condition. 

Bnt  the  case  is  one  not  with  them,  but  with  the  British 
government.  If  we  claim  that  Great  Britain  ought  not  to 
insist  that  a  judicial  trial  has  been  lost  because  we  volun- 
tarily released  the  offending  vessel  out  of  consideration  for 
her  innocent  p;isseugers,  I  do  not  see  how  she  is  to  be  bound 
to  ac(iuicsce  in  the  decision  which  was  thus  made  by  us 
without  necessity  on  our  part,  and  without  knowledge  of 
conditions  or  consent  on  her  own.  The  question  between 
Great  Britain  and  ourselves  thus  stated  would  be  a  ques- 
tion not  of  right  and  of  law,  but  of  favor  to  be  conceded  by 
her  to  us  in  return  for  favors  shown  by  us  to  her,  of  the 
value  of  which  favors  on  both  sides  we  ourselves  shall  be 
the  judge.  Of  comse  the  United  States  could  have  no 
thought  of  raising  such  a  qiiestion  in  any  case. 

I  trust  that  I  have  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  British 
Government,  by  a  very  simple  and  natural  statement  of  the 
facts,  and  analysis  of  the  law  applicable  to  them,  that  tliis 
Government  has  neither  meditated,  nor  practiced,  nor  ap- 
proved any  deliberate  wrong  in  the  transaction  to  which " 
they  have  called  its  attention ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  that 
what  has  happened  has  been  simply  an  inadvertency,  con- 
sisting in  a  departure,  by  the  naval  officer,  free  from  any 
wrongful  motive,  from  a  rule  uncertainly  established,  and 
probably  by  the  several  parties  concerned  either  iraporfcctly 
understood  or  entirely  unknown.  For  this  error  the  Brit- 
ish Government  has  a  right  to  expect  the  same  reparation 
that  we,  as  an  independent  State,  should  expect  from  Great 
Britain  or  from  any  other  friendly  nation  in  a  similar  case. 

I  have  not  been  unaware  that,  in  examim'ng  this  question, 
I  have  fallen  into  an  argument  for  what  seems  to  be  the 
British  side  of  it  against  my  own  country.  But  I  am  re- 
lieved from  all  einbanassmeut  on  that  subject.  I  had  hardly 
fallen  into  that  line  of  argument  when  I  discovered  that  I 
was  really  defending  and  mainfiiining,  not  an  exclusively 
British  interest,  but'an  old,  honored,  and  cherished  Ameri- 
can cause,  not  upon  British  authorities,  but  upon  principles 
that  constitute  a  large  portion  of  the  distinctive  policy  by 
which  the  United  States  have  developed  the  resources  of  a 
continent,  and  thus  becoming  a  considerable  maritime 
power,  have  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  many  nar 
tions.  These  principles  were  laid  down  for  us  in  1804-,  by 
James  Madison,  when  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  administra^ 
tion  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  in  instructions  given  to  James 
Monroe,  our  Minister  to  England.  Although  the  case  before 
him  concerned  a  description  of  persons  different  from  those 
who  are  incidentally  the  subjects  of  the  present  discussion, 
the  ground  he  assumed  then  was  the  same  I  now  occupy, 
and  the  arguments  by  which  he  sustained  himself  upon  it 
have  lieen  an  inspiration  to  me  in  preparing  this  reply. 

"  Whenever,"  he  says,  "  property  found  in  a  neutral  vessel 
is  supposed  to  be  liable  on  any  groimd  to  capture  and  con- 
demnation, the  rule  in  all  cases  is,  that  the  question  shall 
not  be  decided  by  the  captor,  but  be  carried  before  a  legal 
tribunal,  where  a  regular  trial  may  be  had,  and  where  the 
captor  himself  is  liable  to  damages  for  an  abuse  of  his 
power.  Can  it  be  reasonable,  then,  or  just,  that  a  belligerent 
commander  who  is  thus  restricted,  and  thus  responsible  ia 
a  case  of  mere  property  of  trivial  amount,  should  be  permit- 
ted, without  recurring  to  any  tribunal  whatever,  to  examine 
the  crew  of  a  neutral  vessel,  to  decide  the  important  question 
of  their  respective  allegiances,  and  to  carry  that  decision  into 
execution  by  forcing  every  individual  he  may  choose  into  a 
service  abhorrent  to  his  leelings,  cutting  him  off  from  his 
most  tender  connexions,  exposing  his  mind  and  his  person 
to  the  most  humiliating  discipline,  and  his  life  itself  to  the 
greatest  danger.  Reason,  justice,  and  humanity  uaiUi  in 
protesting  against  so  extravagant  a  proceeding." 
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If  I  decide  this  case  in  favor  of  my  own  Government,  I 
must  disavow  its  must  cherislied  principles,  and  reverse 
and  forever  abandon  its  essential  policy.  Ttie  country  can- 
not afford  the  sacriUce.  If  I  maintain  those  principles, 
and  adhere  to  that  policy,  I  must  surrender  the  case  itself. 
It  will  he  seen,  theielore,  that  this  Government  could  not 
deny  the  justice  of  the  claim  presented  to  us  in  this  respect 
upon  its  merits.  We  are  asked  to  do  the  British  nation 
just  what  we  have  always  insisted  all  nations  ought  to  do 
to  us. 

The  claim  of  the  British  government  is  not  made  in  a 
discourteous  manner.  This  Government,  since  its  first  or- 
ganization, has  never  used  more  guarded  language  in  a 
similar  case. 

In  coming  to  my  conclusion  I  have  not  forgotten  that,  if 
the  safety  of  this  Oni(-)U  re.juired  the  detention  of  the  cap- 
tured persons,  it  would  be  the  right  and  duty  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  detain  them.  But  the  eUectual  check  and  wan- 
ing proportions  of  the  existing  insurrection,  as  well  as  the 
comparative  unimportance  of  the  captured  persons  them- 
selves, when  dispassionately  weighed,  happily  forbid  me 
from  le^orting  to  that  de.ence. 

Nor  am  I  unaware  that  American  citizens  are  not  in  any 
case  to  be  unnecessarily  surrendered  for  any  purpuse  into 
the  keeping  of  a  foreign  State  Only  the  captured  persons, 
however,  or  others  who  art  interested  in  them,  could  jusUy 
raise  a  question  on  that  ground. 

Nor  have  I  been  tempted  ac  all  by  the  sugge.stions  that 
cases  might  be  found  in  history  where  Great Britian  refused 
to  yield  to  other  natio-.s,  and  even  to  ouLselves,  claims  like 
that  which  is  now  before  us.  Those  cases  occurred  when 
Gieat  Britain,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  was  the  home 
of  generations,  which,  with  all  thvir  peculiar  interests  and 
pa.isions,  have  passed  away.  She  c.juld  in  no  other  way  so 
ettectually  disavow  any  such  injury  as  wo  think  she  does 
by  assuming  uow  as  her  own  the  groundupon  which  we  then 
sloud.  It  would  tell  little  for  our  own  claims  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  just  and  magnanimous  people  if  we  should  so  far 
Consent  to  be  guided  by  the  law  of  retaliation  as  to  lift  up 
buried  injuries  from  their  graves  to  oppose  against  what 
national  consistency  and  the  national  conscience  compel  us 
to  regard  as  a  claim  intrinsically  right. 

Putting  behind  mo  all  suggestions  of  this  kind,  I  prefer 
to  express  my  satisfaction  that,  by  the  adjustment  of  the 
present  case  upon  principles  confessedly  American,  and 
yet,  as  I  trust,  mutually  satisfactory  to  both  of  the  nations 
concerned,  a  question  is  finally  and  rightly  settled  between 
them,  which,  heretofore  exhausting  not  only  all  forms  of 
peaceful  discussion,  but  also  the  arbitrament  of  war  itself, 
for  more  than  a  half  a  century  alienated  the  two  countries 
from  each  other,  and  perplexed  with  fears  and  apprehen- 
sions all  other  nations. 

The  four  persons  in  quostion  are  now  held  in  military 
custody  at  i'ort  Warren,  in  the  .-^tate  of  Massachusetts. 
They  will  be  cheerfully  libeiated.  Your  lordship  will  please 
indicate  a  time  and  place  for  receiving  them. 

EARL  RUSSELL  TO  LORD  LYONS. 
Januaky  10,  18C2. 

My  Lord  :  In  my  despatch  to  you  of  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber, alter  informing  you  of  the  circumstauces  which  had 
occurred  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  four  persons  taken 
from  on  board  the  Trent,  I  stated  to  you  that  it  thus  ap- 
peared that  certain  individuals  had  been  forcibly  taken 
from  on  board  a  British  vessel,  the  ship  of  aneutral  power, 
while  such  vessel  was  pursuing  a  lawful  and  innocent  voy- 
age ;  au  act  of  violence  which  was  an  aflfront  to  the  British 
flag,  and  a  violation  of  international  law.  I  concluded  by 
directing  you,  in  case  the  reparation  which  her  Majesty's 
government  expected  to  receive  should  not  be  oU'ered  by 
llr.  Seward,  to  propose  to  that  minister  to  make  such  re- 
dress as  alone  would  satisfy  the  British  nation,  namely  : 
first,  the  liberation  of  tho  four  geutlemou  taken  from  on 
board  the  Trent,  and  their  delivery  to  your  lordship,  in  or- 
der that  they  might  again  be  placed  under  British  protec- 
tion :  and,  secondly,  a  suitable  apology  for  tho  aggression 
which  had  been  committed. 

I  received  yesterday  your  lordship's  despatch  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  note  to  you  from  Mr.  Seward,  which  is 
in  substance  the  answer  to  iuy  despatch  of  the  30lh  of  No- 
vember. 

Proceeding  at  once  to  the  mam  points  in  discussion  be- 
tween us.  her  Majesty's  government  have  carefully  ex- 
amined how  far  Mr.  Seward's  note,  and  tho  conduct  it  an- 
couuces,  comply  substantially  with  the  two  proposa.s  I 
have  recited. 

With  regard  to  the  first,  viz  :  the  liberation  of  the  pris- 
oners with  a  view  to  their  being  again  placed  under  British 
protection,  I  And  that  the  note  concludes  by  stating  that 
the  prisoners  will  be  cheerfully  liberated,  aiid  by  calling 
upon  your  lordship  to  indicate  a  time  and  place  for  receiv- 
ing them.  No  condition  of  any  kind  is  coupled  with  the 
liberation  of  the  prisoners. 


With  regard  to  the  suitable  apology  which  the  British 
govermnent  had  a  right  to  expect,  I  find  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  distinctly  and  unequivocally 
declares  that  no  directions  had  been  given  6d  Captain 
Wilkes,  or  to  any  other  naval  officer,  to  arrest  the  four  per- 
sons named  or  any  of  them,  on  the  Trent,  or  on  any  other 
British  vessel,  or  on  any  other  neutral  vessel,  at  the  place 
where  it  occurred  or  elsewhere. 

I  find  further  that  the  Secretary  of  State  expressly  for- 
bears to  justify  the  particular  act  of  which  her  Majesty's 
government  complained.  If  the  United  States  Government 
had  alleged  that,  although  Captain  ^yilke3  had  no  previous 
instructions  for  that  purpose,  he  was  right  in  capturing  the 
persons  of  the  four  prisoners,  and  in  removing  them  from 
the  Trent  on  board  his  own  vessel,  to  be  afterwards  carried 
into  a  port  of  the  United  States,  the  Government  which 
had  thus  sanctioned  the  proceeding  of  Captain  Wilkes 
would  have  become  responsible  for  the  oiiginal  violence  and 
insults  of  the  act.  I;ut  Mr.  Seward  contents  himself  with 
stating  that  what  has  liappened  has  been  simply  an  inad- 
vertency, consisting  in  a  departure  by  a  naval  ofiicer,  free 
from  any  wrongful  motive,  from  a  rule  uncertiiinly  estab- 
lished, and  probably  by  the  several  parties  concerned  either 
imperfectly  understootl  or  entirely  unknown.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  goes  on  to  afhrm  that  for  tliis  error  the  British 
government  has  a  right  to  expect  tho  same  reparation 
which  the  United  States  as  an  independent  State  should  ex- 
pect from  Great  Britain  or  from  any  other  friendly  nation 
in  a  similar  case. 

Her  Majesty's  government  having  carefully  taken  into 
their  consideration  tho  liberation  of  the  prisoners,  the  de- 
livery of  them  into  your  hands,  and  tho  explanations  to 
which  I  have  just  referred,  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  thiy  constitute  the  reparation  which  her  Mtijesty  and 
the  British  nation  has  a  right  to  expect. 

It  gives  her  IMajesty's  government  gre,at  satisfaction  to 
lie  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  favorable  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  most  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
nations.  I  need  not  discuss  tho  modifications  in  my  state- 
ment of  facts  which  Jlr.  Seward  says  lie  has  derived  from 
the  rcjiorts  of  officers  of  his  Government.  I  cannot  con- 
clude, however,  without  adverting  shortly  to  the  discussions 
which  Mr.  Seward  has  raised  upon  points  not  prominently 
Iirought  into  question  in  my  despatch  of  the  30th  of  Nov- 
ember. I  there  objected,  on  tlie  part  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  to  that  which  Captain  Wilkes  had  done.  Mr. 
Seward,  in  his  answer,  points  out  what  he  conceives  Cap- 
tain Wilkes  might  have  done  without  violating  the  law  of 
nations. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  here  discuss  in  detail  the 
five  questions  ablj'  argued  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  But 
it  is  necessary  that  I  should  say  that  her  Slajesty's  govern- 
ment differ  from  Mr.  Seward  in  some  of  the  conclusions  at 
which  he  has  arrived;  and  it  may  lead  to  a  better  under- 
standing between  the  two  nations  on  several  points  of  inter- 
national law  which  may,  during  the  present  contest,  or  at 
some  future  time  be  brought  into  question,  that  I  shCuld 
state  to  you,  for  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
wherein  those  dilferences  consist.  I  hope  to  do  so  in  a  few 
days. 

In  the  meantime,  it  will  be  desirable  that  the  commanders 
of  the  United  States  cruisers  should  be  instructed  not  to  re- 
peat acts  for  which  the  British  government  will  have  to 
ask  for  redress,  and  which  the  United  States  Government 
cannot  undertake  to  justify. 

You  will  read  and  give  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

COMMENT   OP    THE    LONDON    TIMES. 

The  London  T/mes  of  January  11,  1863,  com- 
menting on  the  proper  reception  to  be  given 
these  visitors,  remarked  : 

So  we  do  sincerely  hope  that  our  countrymen  will  not 
give  these  fellows  anything  in  the  shape  of  an  ovation. 
The  civility  that  is  due  to  a  foe  in  distress  is  all  that  they 
can  claim.  We  h.ave  leturned  them  good  for  evil,  and, 
sooth  to  say,  we  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  that  they 
should  ever  be  in  a  situation  to  choose  what  return  they 
will  make  for  the  good  we  have  now  done  them.  They  are 
here  for  their  own  interest,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  drag  us 
into  their  own  quarrel,  and,  but  for  the  unpleasant  contin- 
gencies of  a  prison,  rather  dis.ippoinied  perhaps  that  their 
detention  has  not  provoked  a  new  war.  When  they  stepped 
on  board  the  Trent  they  did  not  trouble  themselves  with 
the  thought  of  the  mischief  they  might  be  doing  an  unof- 
fending neutral ;  and  if  now,  by  any  less  perilous  device, 
they  could  entangle  us  in  the  war,  no  doubt  they  would  be 
only  too  happy.  We  trust  there  is  no  chance  of  their  doing 
this,  for,  impartial  as  the  British  pul  lie  is  in  the  matter,  it 
certainly  has  no  prejudice  in  favor  of  slavery,  which,  if  any- 
thing, those  gentlemen  represent.  What  they  and  their 
secretaries  are  to  do  here  passes  our  conjecture.  They  are 
personally  nothing  to  us.    They  must  not  suppose,  because 
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we  haye  gone  to  the  very  verge  of  a  groat  war  to  rescue 
them,  that  therefore  they  are  precious  in  our  eyes.  We 
should  have  done  just  as  much  to  rescue  two  of  their  own 
negroes;  itnil,  had  that  heen  the  object  of  th°  rescue,  the 
swarthy  Pdiiipey  And  Ca?sar  would  have  had  just  the  same 
right  to  triuiiiiilial  arches  and  municipal  addresses  as  Messrs. 
Mason  and  .Slidell.  So,  please,  British  pulilic,  lot's  have 
none  of  these  things.  Let  the  conimi.ssioners  cuuib  up 
quietly  to  town,  and  have  their  say  witli  anybody  who  may 
Lavi'  time  to  li-sten  to  them.  For  our  part,  we  cannot  see 
how  anything  thiy  have  to  tell  can  turn  the  scak-  of  British 
duty  and  d»liberation.  There  have  been  so  many  cases  of 
peoples  and  nations  estabUshing  an  actual  independence, 
and  compelling  the  recognition  of  the  world,  that  all  we 
have  to  do  is  what  we  have  done  before,  up  to  the  very  last 
year.  This  is  now  a  simple  matter  of  precedent.  Our 
statesmen  and  lawyers  know  quj^te  as  much  on  the  subject 
as  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  arid  are  in  no  need  of  their 
information  or  advice. 

ACTION  OF  CONGBBSS. 
Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1861,  December  2 — Mr.  Lovejoy,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  offered  this  joint  resolution  : 

That  the  thanks  of  Congess  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  Captain  Wilkes  of  the  United  States  Navy,  for  his 
brave,  adroit,  and  patriotic  conduct  in  the  arrest  and  deten- 
tion of  the  traitors  James  M.  Mason  and  John  Slidell. 

Mr.  Edgebton  moved  this  as  a  substitute  : 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
present  to  Captain  Charles  Wilkes  a  gold  medal,  with  suit- 
able emblems  and  devices,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  his  good  conduct  in  promptly 
anesting  the  rebel  ambassadors  James  M.  Mason  and  John 
Slidell. 

Which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  resolution 
passed. 

1862,  February  19— The  Senate  indefinitely 
postponed  it. 

18G1,  December  16 — Mr.  Vallandigham  of- 
fered this  resolution  : 

Whereas  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  reported  to  this 
House  that  Captain  Chai'les  Wilkes,  iu  command  of  the'  San 
Jacinto,  an  armed  public  vessel  of  the  United  States,  did, 
on  the  8th  of  November,  1S61,  on  the  high  seas,  intercept 
the  Trent,  a  British  mail  steamer,  and  forcibly  remove 
therefrom  James  M.  Mason  and  John  Slidell — "disloyal  cit- 
izens, leading  conspirators,  rebel  enemies,  and  dangerous 
men" — who,  with  their  suite,  were  on  their  way  to  EurL>pe 
"  to  promote  the  cause  of  the  insurrection,'  claiming  to  be 
anibassadois  Irom  the  so-called  Confederate  States;  and 
wherca.i  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  further  reported  to 
this  House,  that  "the  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  Captain 
Wilkes  on  this  occasion  merited  and  received  the  emphatic 
approval  of  the  Department,"  and  moreover,  in  a  public 
litter  has  thanked  Captain  Wilkes  for  the  act;  and  whereas 
this  House,  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  did  propose  to 
tender  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Captain  Wilkes,  for  his 
"  brave,  adroit,  and  patriotic  conduct  in  the  arrest  and  de- 
tention of  the  traitors  James  M.  Mason  and  John  Slidell;" 
and  whereas  further,  on  the  same  day,  this  House  did  re- 
quest the  President  to  confine  the  said  .Tames  M.  Mason  and 
John  Slidell  iu  the  cells  of  convicted  felons  until  certain 
military  ollicers  of  the  United  States,  captured  and  held  by 
the  so-called  Confederate  States,  should  be  treated  as  pris- 
oners of  war :  Therefore, 

Bn  it  resolved,  (as  the  sense  of  this  House,)  That  it  is  tlie 
duty  of  the  President  to  now  firmly  maintain  the  stand 
thus  taken,  approving  and  adopting  the  act  of  Captain 
Wilkes,  in  .«pito  of  any  menace  or  demand  of  the  British 
gj\  ernmeiit ;  and  that  this  House  pledges  its  full  support  to 
him  in  upholding  now  the  honor  and  vindicating  the  cour- 
age of  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
against  a  foreign  power. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fenton,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs — 
yeas  109,  nays  16,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Babbitt,  Joseph 
Baibj.  Baker,  Baxter,  Seaman,  BiddU,  Bingham,  Francis 
P.  Bl  ar,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  William 
G.  Brown,  BufBnton,  Burnhani,  Calvert,  Cbamberlain, 
Claik,  Cobb,  Colfax,  Roscoe  Cunkiing,  Cooper,  Covode,  Davis, 
Del  inij,  Diven,  iJuell,  Dunlap,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Eliot,  Eng- 
lish, Fenton,  Fessendea,  Frauchot,  Frank,  Goocb,  Qrunger, 


Grider,  Gurley,  Hale,  Harding,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Hntcb- 
ins,  Julian,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Knapp 
Lavj,  Lazear,  Leary,  Lehman,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  JIcKni?ht' 
MtPberson,  Mallory,  Maynard,  Menzits,  Mitchell.  Moorhead' 
Justin  S.  Morrill,  NoeJl,  OdtZZ, Olin,  Patton,  Perry,  Tl.Q, 
Phelps,  Pike,  Pomcroy,  Porter,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John 
H.  Kite,  Richardson,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedg- 
wick, Shanks,  ShefficM.  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Smith, 
Spaulding,  William  G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Benjamin  F.  Thoin^ 
as,  Francis  Thomas,  Train, Trimble, Trowbridge,  Van  Horn 
Verree,  Wadsworth,  Wall,  E.  P.  Walton,  'Ward.  Wash^ 
burne,  Wheeler,  W^haley,  Albert  S.White,  TFicWiye,  Wil- 
son, Windom,  TFoodr;;^,  Worcester,  Wright — 109. 

Nats— Messrs.  Allen,  George  IT.  Broivne,  Frederick  A. 
Conkling.  Cox,  Cravens,  Haight,  Holman,  Morris,  Noble, 
Nugen,  Pendleton,  Shiel,  John  B.  Steele,  Vallandigham, 
Vaudever,  Chilton  A.  White — 16. 

Monarchical  Intrigues  in  Central  and 
South  America. 

1864,  March  15— Mr.  McDougiall  offered  this 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terest, any  correspondence  or  other  information  iu  posses- 
sion of  the  Government,  relating  to  any  plan  or  plans  now 
projected  or  being  projected  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  monarchical  governments  in  Central  and  South 
America. 

March  24 — The  President  transmitted  thia 
paper  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  "  tocommuDicatc  to  the  Senate,  if  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  public  interest,  any  correspondence  or  other 
information  in  possession  of  the  Government  relating  to 
any  plan  or  plans  now  projected,  or  being  projected,  with  a 
view  to  the  establishment  of  monarchical  governments  in 
Central  and  South  America,"  has  the  honor  to  report,  that 
surmises  and  jealousies  are  constantly  arising  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  the  resolution  refers,  wLiich  are  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Departtncntby  our  representatives  abroad. 
But  there  is  no  correspondence  or  other  form  of  informa- 
tion which  furnishes  any  reliable  facts  showing  the  exist- 
ence of  "  plans"  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object 
mentioned. 

Any  correspondence  which  might  be  regarded  as  em- 
braced in  the  resolution,  besides  being  very  vague,  is,  in 
its  nature,  confidential,  and  its  publication  at  the  ])resent 
time  would  be  incompatible  with  the  pubhc  interest. 

Alleged  Foreign  Enlistments. 

1864,  June  28 — The  President  transmitted, 
in  reply  to  a  Senate  resolution  of  24th,  these 
reports  : 

FEOM  THE  SECRETARY  OP  STATE. 

WAsmNGTON,  June  23, 1S64. 

Tlie  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  to  inform  that  body  "  if  any  authority  has  heen 
given  any  one,  either  in  this  country  or  elsewhere,  to  ob- 
tain recruits  in  Ireland  or  Canada  for  our  army  and  navy; 
and  whether  any  such  recruits  have  been  obtained,  or 
whether,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Government,  Irishmen  or 
Canadians  have  been  induced  to  emigrate  to  this  country  in 
order  to  be  recruited;  and  if  so,  what  measures,  if  any,  have 
been  adopted  in  order  to  arrest  such  conduct,"  has  the 
honor,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  thus  submitted,  to  report, 
that  no  authority  has  been  given  by  the  Executive  of  this 
Government,  or  by  any  executive  depiu-tment,  to  any  one, 
either  in  this  country  or  elsewhere,  to  obtain  recruits  either 
in  Ireland,  or  in  Canada,  or  in  any  foreign  country,  for 
either  the  army  or  the  navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  that  whenever  application  for  such  authority 
has  been  made,  it  hits  been  refused  and  absolutely  withheld. 

If  any  such  recruits  have  been  obtained,  cither  in  the 
provinces  named  in  the  resolution,  or  in  any  foreign  country, 
they  have  been  obtained  l^  persons  who  are  not  even  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  but  subjects  or  citizens  of  the 
country  where  the  recniits  were  obtained.  The  persons 
who  obtained  stich  recruits,  if  any  were  so  obtained,  were 
answerable  to  the  laws  of  the  foreign  province  or  country 
where  their  offences  were  conmiitted,  and  at  the  same  time 
they  were  not  within  the  reach  of  our  own  laws  and  tribu- 
nals; and  such  persons  acti'd  witlmnt  any  autlioiity  or  con- 
sent, and  even  without  the  kiiowlcdire  dC  this  (invcrnnient.. 
Ihia  Government  hua  uo  knowledge  that  any  such  recruits 
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have  leen  obtained  in  ihe  provinces  named,  or  in  any  foreign 
coimtTj-.  Tn  two  or  tl^ee  instiinces  it  has  been  reported  to 
this  department  tluit  recruiting  agents  crossed  the  Canadian 
frontier,  without  authority,  with  a  view  to  engage  recruits 
or  reclaim  deserters.  The  complaints  thus  made  were  im- 
mediately investigated,  the  proceedings  of  such  recruiting 
agents  were  promptly  disavowed  and  condemned,  the  re- 
cruits or  deserters,  if  any  had  been  brought  into  the  United 
States,  were  at  once  returned,  and  the  offending  agents 
were  dismissed  from  the  public  service. 

In  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  there 
are  found  not  only  some  Camidlans,  some  Englishmen,  and 
some  Irishmen,  but  also  many  subjects  of  continental 
European  powers.  All  of  these  persons  were  voluntary 
immigrants  into  the  United  States.  They  enlisted  after 
their  arrival  on  our  shores,  of  their  own  free  accord,  within 
our  own  limits  and  jurisdiction,  and  not  in  any  foreign 
country.  The  executive  government  has  no  knowledge  of 
the  nature  of  the  special  inducements  which  led  these  vol- 
unteers to  emigrate  from  their  native  countries,  or  of  the 
purposes  for  which  they  emigrated.  It  has,  however,  neither 
directly  nor  indirectly  invited  their  immigration  by  any 
offers  of  employment  in  the  military  or  naval  service. 
When  such  persons  were  found  within  the  United  States, 
exactly  the  same  inducements  to  military  service  were 
open  to  them  which  by  authority  of  law  were  offered  at 
the  same  time  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Having  thus  answered  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  res- 
olution of  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of  State  might  here 
without  impropriety  close  thig  report.  Nevertheless,  the 
occasion  is  a  proper  one  for  noticing  complaints  on  the  sub- 
ject of  recruitment  in  our  army  and  navy  which  have  re- 
cently found  utterance  in  the  British  House  of  Lords.  The 
Secretiiry  of  State  has,  therefore,  further  to  report  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  practiced  the  most 
scrupulous  care  in  preventing  and  avoiding  in  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  in  all  other  foreign  countries,  any  violation  of  in- 
ternational or  municipal  laws  in  regard  to  the  enlistment 
of  soldiers  and  seamen. 

Moreover,  when  the  British  government,  or  any  other 
foreign  government,  has  complained  of  any  alleged  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  its  subjects  within  the  United  States, 
this  Government  has  listened  to  the  complaints  patiently, 
investigated  them  promptly,  and  where  redress  was  found 
due,  and  was  practicable,  has  cheerfully  accorded  it.  This 
Government,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  obliged  to  suli- 
mit,  in  the  ordinary  way,  grave  complaints  of  the  enlist- 
ment, equipment,  and  periodical  payment  in  British  ports 
of  seamen  and  mariners  employed  in  making  unauthorized 
war  from  i-'urh  ports  against  the  United  States. 

It  is  a  notorious  fact,  manifest  to  all  the  world,  that  a  vig- 
orous and  continual  tide  of  emigration  is  flowing  from  Eu- 
rope, and  especially  from  portions  of  the  British  empire, 
and  from  Germany  and  Sweden,  into  the  United  States. 
This  immigration,  like  the  immigration  which  preceded  it, 
results  from  the  reciprocal  conditions  of  industrial  and 
social  life  in  Europe  and  America.  Of  the  mass  of  immi- 
gi'ants  who  arrive  on  our  shores,  far  the  largest  number 
go  immediately  into  the  occupations  of  peaceful  indus- 
try. Those,  on  the  contrary,  who  are  susceptible  to  the 
attractions  of  military  life,  voluntarily  enter  the  national 
service  with  a  similar  cla*s  of  our  own  native  citizens,  upon 
the  same  equal  inducements,  and  with  tlio  same  patriotic 
motives.  There  is  no  law  of  nations,  and  no  principles  of 
international  comity,  which  requires  us  to  refuse  their  aid 
in  the  cause  of  the  country  and  of  humanity. 

This  Government  does  not  repudiate  or  discourage  immi- 
gration. The  Government  frankly  avows  that  it  encourages 
immigration  from  all  countries,  but  only  by  open,  lawful, 
and  honorable  agencies  and  means.  However  statesmen  in 
other  countries  may  have  at  the  beginning  misunderstood 
the  nature  and  direction  of  the  present  civil  war,  that  na- 
ture and  that  direction  were  not  misunderstood  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  It  was  foreseen  here  that 
the  seditious  attempt  to  divide  the  American  Union,  if  not 
discourageii  by  other  commercial  aud  maritime  powers, 
would  not  merely  produce  great  commercial  and  social  em- 
Ixtrrassment  in  the  United  States,  but  that,  if  it  should  be 
pei-sisted  in  and  protracted,  it  must  seriously  disturb  the 
commerce  and  industry  of  other  nations.  Upon  this  ground, 
among  others,  the  Governmi-nt  of  the  United  States  earn- 
estly remonstrated  with  foreign  States  against  their  award 
of  uniisual  commercial  and  btUigerent  privileges  to  the  in- 
surgents, in  derogation  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  United 
States.  When,  however,  it  was  fully  disclosed  that  the  in- 
eurrection  aimed  at  nothing  less  than  to  separate  fifteen  of 
these  States  from  the  r<st,  and  to  re-establish  them  within 
our  own  lawful  territory  as  one  single  imU'pendent  nation 
upon  the  fuiiiidation  of  African  slavery,  this  Government 
did  not  he.>-iiatc,  so  far  as  authorized  by  law,  to  draw  upon 
all  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  call  into  activity  all 
the  energies  of  the  American  people  to  prevent  so  great  a 
crime.  It  further  resolved  to  devote  its  best  efforts  wit'iin 
the  limits  of  international  law  aud  the  Constitution  of  the 


United  States,  first  to  bring  AfHcan  slayery  to  an  end 
throughout  the  world,  and  secondly  to  strengthen  the  in- 
terest of  free  labor  upon  the  American  continent.  It  recog- 
nized and  entered  into  commercial  relations  with  free  States 
founded  on  African  colonization.  It  refused  a  market  for 
slaves,  and  it  pursues  the  slave  trader  on  the  high  seas,  and 
denies  to  him  an  asylum  on  our  own  shores.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  invites  honest  and  industrious  freemen  hither  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  gives  them  free  homes  and  ample 
fields,  while  it  opens  to  them  virgin  mines  and  busy  work- 
shops, with  all  the  privileges  of  perfect  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  So  far  as  increase  of  immigration  has  resultedfrom 
the  action  of  the  Government  during  the  present  civil  war, 
it  is  due  exclusively  to  what  has  thus  la\vfully  been  dona 
with  those  two  ends  of  extinguishing  slavery  and  fortifying 
freedom  always  in  view.  Nor  has  this  Govommentany 
reason  to  be  disappointed  .with  the  results.  The  country 
has  sustained  a  very  destructive  war  for  the  period  of  three 
years.  Yet  it  is  not  here  that  national  resources  or  credit 
fails.  It  is  not  here  that  patriots  are  wanting  to  defend 
the  country  of  their  birth  or  their  choice,  nor  is  it  here  that 
miners,  farmers,  merchants,  artisans,  anil  laborers  lack 
either  subsistence  or  employment,  with  abundant  rewards. 
The  number  of  slaves  is  rapidly  diminishing,  and  the  num- 
ber of  freemen  continues  to  augment,  even  during  the  con- 
vulsions of  domestic  war,  more  rapidly  than  ever  a  free 
population  advanced  in  any  other  country,  or  even  in  our 
own. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Pkesident. 

from  the  8ecretabt  of  w.ul. 

War  Department, 
Washutgto.v  City,  June  27, 1S64. 

Str  :  In  answer  to  the  Senate  resolution  of  inquiry,  passed 
June  24,  1S64,  and  referred  by  you  to  this  department,  I 
have  the  honor  to  reply  : 

First.  That  no  authority  has  been  given  by  this  depart- 
ment to  any  one,  either  in  this  country  or  elsewhere,  to 
obtain  recruits  in  Ireland  or  Canada  for  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

Second.  That  no  recruits  have  been  obtained  in  Ireland  or 
in  Canada  for  the  army  of  the  United  States  with  my 
knowledge  or  consent,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  information 
and  belief  none  have  been  obtained,  nor  any  effort  maJo 
to  obUiin  them. 

Third.  That  neither  Irishmen  nor  Canadians  have,  witli 
my  knowledge,  approbation,  or  consent,  or  with  ihe  knowl- 
edge, approbation,  or  consent  of  any  one  in  this  department, 
been  induced  to  emigrate  to  this  country  in  order  to  enlist 
into  tlie  army. 

Fourth.  That  no  measures  have  been  adopted  by  this  do» 
partnienl  to  arrest  any  such  conduct,  because  no  informa 
tiou  of  any  such  conduct  has  reached  the  department,  and 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  has  been  practiced  in  any  instance. 

I  will  add  that  no  encouragement  or  inducement  what- 
ever has  been  extended  by  this  department  to  any  person 
or  persons  to  obliiin  recruits  for  the  army  anywhere  b&. 
yond  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient 
servant,  EDWIN  m!  STANTON', 

Secretary  of  War. 

FROM  THE  SECRETART  OV  THE  NATT. 

Navy  Dep.uitment,  June  27,  1864. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to 
this  Department  of  a  resolution  passed  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  on  the2-itli  instant,  requesting  the  Preside.. t 
of  Ihe  United  States  '-to  inform  the  Senate  if  any  authority 
has  been  given  to  any  one.  either  in  this  country  or  else- 
where, to  obtain  recruits  in  Ireland  or  in  Canada  for  our 
army  or  navy;  and  wlicther  any  such  recruits  have  been 
obtained,  or  wliether,  to  the  knowledge  of  (he  Government, 
Irishmen  or  Cana<iians  have  been  induced  to  emigrate  to 
this  country  in  order  to  be  so  recruited;  and  if  so  wliat 
measures,  if  any,  have  been  adopted  to  arrest  such  con- 
duct;" and  to  state,  in  reply,  that  no  such  order  as  that 
indicated  in  the  resolution  has  been  given  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment to  any  one,  either  in  this  country  ftr  elsewhere, 
nor  is  the  Navy  Department  aware  that  any  such  recruits 
htivc  been  obt.iined,  or  that  inducements  have  been  offered 
to  Irislimen  or  Canadians  to  emigrate  to  this  country  in  or- 
der to  be  so  recruited. 

On  the  occasion  of  a  visit  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Kearsarge  to  Queenstown,  Ireland,  in  November  last,  sev- 
eral Irishmen  secreted  themselves  on  board  the  vessel,  were 
carried  off  in  her,  and  when  discovered  were  returned  to 
that  port  and  put  ashore.  This  circumstance  gave  rise  to 
a  charge  that  the  Kearsarge  had  violated  the  foreign  en- 
listment act  of  Great  Britain.  Captain  Winslow,  com- 
manding the  Kearsarge,  disavowed  having  violated  this  act 
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or  any  intention  of  permitting  others  under  his  command 
to  do  80.  Expliiiiatinne  have  been  maije  to  the  British  gov- 
ernment, and  it  is  presumed  the  matter  has  been  satisfac- 
torily settled. 
I  am,  sir,  with  very  greatrespect,  your  obedient  servant, 
GIDEON  WELLE-:, 

Secretary  of  Vie  Navy. 

Foreign  Mediation. 

8ECBETAKY  SEWARD'S  LETTKR  TO  GOV.  HICKS. 

Department  of  St.\te,  Jpril  22,  ISOl. 
His  Excellency  Thos.  H.  Hicks,  Governor  of  Maryland: 

Sra :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communica- 
tion this  morning,  in  vrhich  you  inform  me  that  you  have 
felt  it  to  be  your  duty  to  advise  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  order  elsewhere  the  troops  then  off  Annapolis, 
and  also  that  no  more  may  be  sent  through  Maryland ;  and 
that  you  have  further  suggested  that  Lord  Lyons  be  re- 
quested to  act  as  mediator  between  the  contending  parties 
iu  our  country  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  Idood.     *     *     * 

If  eighty  years  could  have  obliterated  all  the  other  noble 
sentiments  of  that  age  in  JIaryland,  the  President  would  be 
hopeful,  nevertheless,  that  there  is  one  that  would  forever 
remain  there  and  everywhere.  That  sentiment  is  that  no 
domestic  contention  whatever,  that  may  arise  among  the 
parties  of  this  Republic,  ought  in  any  case  to  be  referred  to 
any  foreign  arbitrament,  least  of  all  to  the  arbitrament  of 
an  European  monarchy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  distinguished  consideration, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

FRENCH    MEDIATION. 

During  1862,  the  French  Goveinment  pro- 
posed to  the  Russian  and  English  governments 
to  join  it  in  trying  to  bring  about  an  armistice 
for  six  months  between  "  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  the  Confederates  of  the  South  ;" 
■which  they  declined. 

Jan.  9,  1863 — M.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys,  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs,  addressed  M.  Mercler, 
the  French  Minister  at  Washington,  on  this 
subject. 

We  add  a  few  paragraphs  : 

Sir:  In  forming  the  purpose  of  assisting,  by  the  proffer 
of  our  good  offices,  to  shorten  the  period  of  those  hostilities 
which  are  desolating  the  American  continent,  had  wo  not 
been  guided,  beyond  all,  by  the  friendship  which  actuates 
the  government  of  the  Emperor  in  regard  to  the  United 
States,  the  little  success  of  our  overtures  might  chill  the 
interests  with  which  we  follow  the  fluctuations  of  this  con- 
test ;  but  the  sentiment  to  which  we  have  yielded  is  too  sin- 
cere for  indifference  to  find  a  place  in  our  thoughts,  and 
that  we  should  cease  to  be  painfully  affected,  wliilst  the 
war  continues  to  rage. 

We  cannot  regard  without  profound  regret  this  war, 
worse  than  civil,  comparalile  to  the  most  terrible  distrac- 
tions of  the  ancient  republics,  and  whose  disasters  multi- 
plj-  in  proportion  to  the  resources  and  the  valor  which  each 
of  the  belligerent  parties  develop. 

The  goverumeut  of  his  Majesty  have  therefore  seriously 
oxamini'd  the  objections  which  have  been  made  to  us. 
Where  we  have  suggested  the  idea  of  a  friendly  mediation, 
and  we  have  asked  ourselves  whether  they  are  truly  of  a 
nature  to  set  aside  as  premature  every  tentative  to  a  recon- 
ciliation, on  one  part  has  been  opposed  to  us  the  repug- 
nance of  the  United  States  to  admit  the  intervention  of 
foreign  influence  in  the  dispute,  on  the  other,  the  hope, 
which  the  Federal  Government  has  not  abandoned,  of  at- 
tiduing  its  solution  by  force  of  arms. 

Assuredly,  sir,  recourse  to  the  good  ofiices  of  one  or  sev- 
eral neutral  powers  contains  nothing  incompatible  with 
the  pride  bo  legitimate  amidst  a  great  nation,  and  wars 
purely  international  are  not  those  alone  which  furnish  ex- 
amples of  the  useful  character  of  mediation. 

becretab.t  seward's  letter  to  mr.  dayton. 

Department  of  State, 
Washingto.v,  aih  Feb.,  1^63. 
Sni:  The  intimation  given  in  your  dispatch  of  January 
15th,  No.  255,  that  I  might  expect  a  special  visit  from  M 
Mercier,  has  been  realized.  He  called  on  the  3d  instant, 
and  gave  me  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  he  had  just  then 
received  from  M.  Drouyn  del'Hiiys  under  the  date  ot  the 
21st  of  January.  I  have  taken  the  President's  instructions, 
and  I  now  proceed  to  give  you  his  views  upon  the  subject  in 
4uesiion.  ■ 


It  has  been  considered  with  seriousness  resulting  from 
the  reflection  that  the  people  of  France  are  known  to  be 
faultless  sliarers  with  the  American  nation  in  the  misfor- 
tunes and  calamities  of  our  unhappy  civil  war  ;  nor  do  we 
on  this,  any  more  than  on  other  occasions,  forget  the  tradi- 
tional friendship  of  the  two  countries,  which  we  unhesita- 
tingly believe  has  inspired  the  counsels  that  M.  Drouyn  de 
I'Huys  has  imparted. 

He"  says,  "  the  Federal  Government  does  not  despair,  we 
know,  of  giving  more  active  impulse  to  hostilities  ;"  and 
again  he  remarks,  "  the  protraction  of  the  struggle,  in  a 
word,  has  not  shak'?n  the  confidence  (of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment) in  the  definite  success  of  its  efforts."  These  pas- 
sages seem  to  me  to  do  unintentional  injustice  to  the 
language,  whether  confidential  or  public,  iu  which  this 
Government  has  constantly  spoken  on  the  subject  .of  the 
war.  It  cortaiidy  has  had  and  avowed  only  one  piiriiose — 
a  determination  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  country. 
So  far  from  admitting  any  laxity  of  effort,  or  betraying  any 
despondency,  the  Governmant,  has  on  the  contrary,  borue 
itself  cheerfully  in  all  vicissitudes  with  unwavering  confi- 
dence iu  an  early  and  complete  triumph  of  the  nationul 
cause.  Now,  when  we  are,  in  a  manner,  invited  by  a 
friendly  power  to  review  the  twenty -one  months'  history 
of  the  conflict,  we  find  no  occasion  to  abate  that  confidence. 
Through  such  an  alternation  of  victories  and  defeats  as  i8 
the  appointed  incident  of  every  war,  the  land  and  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  have  steadily  advanced,  re- 
claiming from  the  insurgents  the  ports,  forts,  and  posts, 
which  they  had  treacherously  seized  belore  the  strife  actu- 
ally began,  and  even  before  it  was  seriously  apprehended. 
So  many  of  the  States  and  districts  which  the  insurgents 
included  m  the  field  of  their  projected  exclusive  slave- 
holding  dominions,  have  already  been  re-established  under 
the  flag  of  the  Union,  that  they  now  retain  only  the  States 
of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Texas,  with  half  of  Virginia,  half 
of  North  Carolina,  two  thirds  of  South  Carolina,  half  of 
Mississippi,  a'ld  one  third  respectively  of  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana.  The  national  forces  hold  even  this  small  terri- 
tory in  close  blockade  and  siege. 

This  Government,  if  required,  does  not  hesitate  to  submit 
ita  achievements  to  the  test  of  comparison ;  and  it  maintains 
that  in  no  part  of  the  world,  and  in  no  times,  ancient  or 
modern,  has  a  nation,  when  rendered  all  unready  for  combat 
by  the  enjoyment  of  eighty  years  of  almost  unbroken  peace, 
so  quickly  awakened  at  the  alarm  of  sedition,  put  forth  en- 
ergies so  vigorous,  and  achieved  successes  so  signal  and 
effective,  as  tliose  which  have  marked  the  progress  of  this 
contest  on  the  part  of  the  Union. 

M.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys,  I  fear,  has  taken  other  light  than 
the  correspondence  of  this  Government  for  his  giudauce,  in 
ascertaining  its  temper  and  firmness.  He  has  probably 
read  of  divisions  of  sentiment  among  those  who  hold  them- 
selves forth  as  organs  of  public  opinion  here,  and  has  given 
to  them  an  undue  importsince.  It  is  to  be  remembered 
that  this  is  a  nation  of  thirty  millions,  civilly  divided  into 
forty-one  States  and  Territories,  which  cover  an  expanse 
hardly  less  than  Europe;  that  the  people  are  a  pure  democ- 
racy, exercising  everj-where  the  utmost  freedom  of  speech 
and  suffrage ;  that  a  great  crisis  necessarily  produces  vehe- 
ment as  well  as  profound  debate-,  with  sharp  collisions  of 
individual,  local,  and  sectional  interests,  sentiments  and 
ambitions,  and  that  this  heat  of  controversy  is  increased  by 
the  intervention  of  speculations,  interests,  prejudices,  anif 
passions  from  every  other  part  of  the  civilized  world.  It  is, 
however,  through  such  debates  that  the  agreement  of  th« 
nation  upon  any  subject  is  habitually  attained,  its  resolu- 
tion formed,  and  its  policy  established.  While  there  hai 
been  much  difference  of  popular  oiiinion  and  favor  con- 
cerning the  agents  who  shall  carry  on  the  war,  the  princi- 
ples on  which  it  shall  be  waged,  and  the  means  with  which 
it  shall  be  prosecnted,  M.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  has  only  to  re 
fer  to  the  statute  book  of  Congress  and  the  Executive  ordi- 
nances, to  learn  that  the  national  activity  has  hitherto 
been,  and  yet  is,  as  efficient  as  that  of  any  other  nation- 
whatever  its  form  of  government — ever  was,  under  circum- 
stances of  equally  gi-ave  import  to  itw  peace,  safety  and 
welfare.  Not  one  voice  has  been  raited  anywhere,  out  ol 
the  immediate  field  of  the  iasnrrection,  in  favor  of  foreign 
intervention,  of  mediation,  of  arbitration,  or  of  compro- 
mise, with  the  relinquishment  of  one  aiire  of  the  national 
domain,  or  the  surrender  of  even  one  constitutional  fran- 
cliise.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  manifest  to  the  world  that 
our  resources  are  yet  abundant,  and  our  credit  adequate  to 
the  existing  emergency. 

What  M.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  suggests  is  that  this  Govern- 
ment shall  appoint  commissioners  to  meet,  on  neutral 
ground,  commissioners  of  the  insurgents.  He  supposes 
that  in  the  conferences  to  be  thus  held  reciprocal  complaints 
could  be  discussed,  and  in  place  of  the  accusations  which 
the  North  and  the  Scjuth  now  mutually  cast  upon  eack 
other,  the  conferees  wo\ild  be  engaged  with  discussions  of 
the  interests  which  divide  them.    lie  assumes,  furthitr,  'hat 
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the  commissionerB  would  seek,  by  means  of  well-ordered 
and  profound  deliberation,  whether  these  interests  are  de- 
finitively Irreconcilalile,  whether  separation  is  an  extreme 
that  can  no  longer  be  avoided,  or  whether  the  memories  of 
a  common  existence,  the  ties  of  every  kind  which  have 
made  of  the  NortTi  arid  the  South  one  whole  Federative 
State,  and  have  borne  them  on  to  so  high  a  degree  of  pros- 
perity, are  not  more  powerful  than  the  causes  which  have 
placed  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  two  populations. 

The  suggestion  is  sot  an  extraordinary  one,  and  it  may 
well  have  been  thought  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  in 
the  earnestness  of  his  benevolent  desire  for  the  restoration 
of  peace,  a  feasible  one.  But  when  M.  Drouyn  de  I'Uuys 
Bhall  come  to  review  it  in  the  light  in  which  it  must  neces- 
sarily be  examined  in  this  country,  I  think  he  can  hardly 
fail  to  perceive  that  it  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  a  propo- 
sition that,  while  this  Government  is  engaged  in  suppressing 
an  armed  insurrection,  with  the  piuTJose  of  maintaining  the 
constitutional  national  authority,  and  preserving  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  country,  it  shall  enter  into  diplomatic  discus- 
sion with  the  insurgents  upon  the  questions  whether  that 
authority  sliall  not  be  renounced,  and  whether  the  country 
eliall  not  be  delivered  over  to  disunion,  to  be  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  ever  increasing  anarchy. 

If  it  were  possible  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  compromise  the  National  authority  so  far  as  to 
enter  into  such  debates, is  it  not  easy  to  perceive  what  good 
results  could  be  obtained  by  them. 

The  commissioners  must  agree  in  recommending  either 
that  the  Union  sliall  stand,  or  that  it  shall  be  voluntarily 
dissolved  ;  or  else  they  must  leave  the  vital  question  unset- 
tled, to  abide  at  last  the  fortunes  of  the  war.  The  Govern- 
ment has  not  shut  out  knowledge  of  the  present  temper, 
any  mure  than  of  the  past  purposes  of  the  insurgents. 
There  is  not  the  least  ground  to  suppose  that  the  cun- 
troling  actors  would  be  persuaded  at  this  moment,  by 
any  arguments  which  national  commijioners  could  off  r, 
to  forego  the  ambition  that  has  impelled  theai  to  ihe  dis- 
loyal position  they  are  occupying.  Any  commissioners  who 
should  he  appointed  by  these  actors,  or  throuijb  their  dic- 
tation or  influence,  must  enter  the  conference  imbueil  with 
the  spirit,  and  pledged  to  the  personal  fortunes  of  the  in- 
surgent chiefs.  The  loyal  people  in  the  insur.-Mtioiiary 
States  would  be  unheard,  and  any  offer  for  peace  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  condition  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Union 
must  necessarily  be  rejected. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  this  Gov- 
ernment has  not  the  least  thought  of  relinqu'shiug  the 
trust  which  has  been  confided  to  it  by  the  nation,  under 
the  most  solemn  of  all  political  sanctions ;  and  if  it  had  any 
such  thought,  it  would  still  have  abundant  reason  to  know 
that  peace  proposed  at  the  cost  of  dissolution  would  bo  im- 
mediatelv,  unreservedly,  and  indignantly  rejected  by  the 
American  people.  It  is  a  great  mistake  that  European 
statesmen  make,  if  they  suppose  this  people  are  demoralized. 
Whatever,  in  the  case  of  an  insurrection,  the  peoph^  of 
France,  or  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  Switzerland,  or  the  Neth- 
erlands would  do  to  save  their  national  existences,  no  mat- 
ter how  the  strife  might  be  regarded  by  or  affect  foreign 
nations,  just  so  much,  and  certainly  no  less,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  will  do,  if  necessary  to  save  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  the  region  which  is  bounded  by  the  Pacific  and 
Atlantic  coasts,  and  by  the  shores  of  the  Gulfs  of  .~t.  Law- 
rence and  Mexico,  together  wilh  the  free  and  common  navi. 
gatiun  of  the  Kio  Grande,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Mississippi, 
Ohio,  St.  Lawrence,  Hudson,  Delaware,  Potomac,  and  other 
natural  highways  by  which  this  land,  which  to  them  is  al 
Once  a  land  of  inheritance  and  a  land  of  promise,  is  opened 
and  watered.  Ev-  n  if  the  agents  of  the  American  people 
DOW  exercising  their  jX)wer,  should,  through  fear  or  faction, 
f;ill  below  this  height  of  tlie  national  virtue,  they  woulcl 
be  speedily,  yet  constitutionally,  replaced  by  others  ol" 
sterner  character  and  patriotism. 

I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  also,  that  M.  Drouyn  do  I'Huyii 
errs  in  his  description  of  the  parties  to  the  present  conflict 
We  have  here,  in  a  political  sense,  no  North  and  South,  nc 
southern  and  northern  States.  We  have  an  insurrectionary 
party,  which  is  located  cliiefly  upon  and  adjacent  to  the 
Bhore  of  the  Gulf  of  !Mexico ;  and  we  have,  on  the  othei 
hand,  a  loyal  people,  who  constitute  not  only  northern 
States,  but  also  eastern,  middle,  western,  and  southern 
St.-Ues. 

I  have  on  many  occasions  heretofore  submitted  to  the 
French  Government  the  President's  views  of  the  interests 
and  the  ideas  more  effective  for  the  time  than  even  interests 
wliich  lie  at  the  bottom  of  the  American  Government  and 
people  to  sustain  the  Federal  Union.  The  President  has 
done  the  same  thing  in  his  messages  and  other  public  dec- 
larations. I  refrain,  therefore,  from  reviewing  that  argu- 
ment in  connection  with  the  existing  question. 

M.  Drouyn  de  I'lluys  draws  to  his  aid  the  conferences, 
which  took  nlace  between  the  colonies  and  Great  Britain,  ia 
our  Kevolutionary  war.  Ho  will  allow  us  to  assume,  thai 
action  in  th.)  crisis  of  a  nation  must  accord  with  its  neceS' 


sities,  and  therefore  can  seldom  heconformf  d  to  precedenta^ 
Great  Britain,  when  entering  on  the  negotiations  had  man- 
ifestly come  to  entertain  doubts  of  her  ultimate  success ; 
and  it  is  certain  that  the  councils  of  the  colonies  could  not 
fail  to  take  new  courage,  if  not  to  gain  other  advantage, 
when  the  parent  State  compromised  so  far  as  to  treat  of 
peace  on  the  terms  of  conceding  their  independence. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  peace  must  come  at  some  time,  and 
that  conferences  must  attend,  if  they  are  not  allowed  to 
precede  the  pacification.  There  is,  however,  a  better  form 
for  such  conferences  than  the  one  which  M.  Drouyn  de 
I'lluys  suggests.  The  latter  would  be  palpably  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  would 
cany  no  weight  because  destitute  of  the  sanction  necessary 
to  bind  either  the  disloyal  or  the  loyal  portions  of  the 
people.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  furnishes  a  constitutional  forum  for  debates  between 
the  alienated  parties.  Senators  and  Representatives  from 
the  loyal  portion  of  the  people  are  there  already,  freely 
empowered  to  confer;  and  seats  also  are  vacant,  and  invit- 
ing Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  discontented  party 
who  may  be  constitutionally  sent  there  from  the  States  in- 
volved in  the  insurrection.  Moreover,  the  conferen'-ea 
which  can  thus  be  held  in  Congress  have  this  gi'eat  advan- 
tage over  any  that  could  be  organized  upon  the  plan  of  M. 
Drouyn  do  I'Huys,  namely:  that  the  Congress,  if  it  were 
thought  wise,  could  call  a  national  convention  to  adopt  its 
recommendations,  and  give  them  all  the  solemnity  and 
binding  force  of  organic  law.  Such  conferences  between 
the  alienated  parties  may  be  said  to  have  already  begtin. 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Missouri — 
States  which  are  claimed  by  the  insurgents — are  already 
represented  in  Congress,  and  submitting  with  perfect  free- 
dom, and  in  a  proper  spirit,  their  adv:  e  upon  the  course 
best  calculated  to  bring  about,  in  the  shortest  time,  a  firm, 
lasting,  and  honorable  peace.  Representatives  have  been 
sent,  also,  from  Louisiana,  and  others  are  understood  to  be 
coming  from  Arkansas. 

There  is  a  preponderating  argument  in  favor  of  the  con- 
gressional form  of  conference  over  that  which  is  suggested  by 
31.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys,  namely :  that  while  an  accession  to 
the  latter  would  bring  this  Government  into  a  concurrence 
with  the  insurgents  in  disregarding  and  setting  aside  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
so  would  bo  of  pernicious  example,  the  congressional  con- 
ference, on  the  contrary,  preserves  and  gives  new  strength 
to  that  sacred  writing  which  must  continue  through  futm-e 
ages  the  sheet  anchor  of  the  Republic. 

You  will  bo  at  liberty  to  read  this  dispatch  to  M.  Drouyn 
de  I'lluys,  and  to  give  him  a  copy,  if  he  shall  desire  it. 

To  the  end  that  you  may  be  informed  of  the  whole  case, 
I  transmit  a  copy  of  M.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys's  dispatch. 
I  am,  sir,  yoixr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


RESOLUTIONS    OF    CONGRESS   UPON    FOREIGN 
MEDIATION. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  the  diplomatic  correspondence 
submitted  to  Congress  that  a  proposition,  friendly  in  form, 
looking  to  pacification  through  foreign  mediation,  has  been 
made  to  the  United  States  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
and  promptly  declined  by  the  President;  and  whereas  the 
idea  of  mediation  or  intervention  in  some  shape  may  be  re- 
garded by  foreign  governments  as  practicable,  and  such 
governments,  through  this  misunderstanding,  may  be  led 
to  proceedings  tending  to  embarrass  the  friendly  relations 
which  now  exist  between  them  and  the  United  states;  and 
whereas,  in  order  to  remove  for  the  future  all  chance  of 
misunderstanding  on  this  subject,  and  to  secure,  for  the 
Utiif.ed  States  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  freedom  from  for- 
eign interlerence  which  is  one  of  the  highest  rights  of  in- 
dependent States,  it  ? eems  fit  that  Congress  should  declare 
its  convictions  thereon  :  Therefore, 

R' solved,  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,)  That 
while,  in  times  past,  the  United  States  have  sought  and  ac- 
cepted the  friendly  mediation  or  arbitration  of  foreign  pow- 
ern  fir  the  pacific  adjustment  of  international  questions, 
where  the  Uuited  Stiites  were  the  party  of  the  one  part  and. 
some  other  sovereign  power  the  party  of  the  other  part  ; 
and  while  they  are  not  disposed  to  misconstrue  the  natural 
and  humane  desire  of  foreign  powers  to  aid  in  arresting  do- 
mestic troubles,  which,  widening  in  their  influence,  have 
afldioted  other  countries,  especially  in  view  of  the  circum- 
stance, deeply  regretted  by  the  American  people,  that  the 
blow  aimed  by  the  rebellion  at  the  national  life  has  fallen 
heavily  npon  the  laboring  population  of  Europe;  yet,  not- 
withstanding these  things.  Congress  c^mnot  hesitate  to  re- 
gard every  proposition  of  foreign  interference  in  the  present 
fiontest  as  so  farunrea,sonable  and  inadmissible  that  itsonly 
exj^Un^tion  will  be  found  iu  a  misunderstanding  of  the 
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true  stato  of  the  question,  and  of  the  real  character  of  the 
Viir  in  ■which  the  K"public  is  engaged. 

2.  That  the  United  States  are  now  grappling  with  an  nn- 
provokod  and  wicked  rebellion,  wliich  is  seeking  tho  de- 
Btruction  of  the  llepublic  that  it  may  build  a  new  powor, 
whose  corner-stone,  according  to  the  conf'>s3ion  of  its  chiels, 
ehull  bo  slavery ;  that  for  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion, 
and  thus  to  save  the  Kepnblic  and  to  prevent  th"  establish- 
ment of  such  a  power,  the  national  Government  is  now 
employing  sinui'^s  and  fleets  in  fuU  faith  that  thi'ough  tliose 
efforts  all  the  purpose  of  conspirators  and  rebels  will  bo 
ci-ushed;  that  while  fngnged  in  this  struggle,  on  which  so 
much  depends,  any  proposition  from  a  foreign  power,  what- 
ever form  it  may  take,  having  for  its  object  the  arrest  of 
these  ofiforts,  is,  just  in  proportion  to  its  influence,  an  en- 
couragement to  the  rebellion  and  to  its  declared  principles, 
and  on  tliis  account,  is  calculated  to  prolong  and  imbitter 
the  conflict,  to  cause  increased  expenditure  of  blood  and 
treasiu'e,  and  to  postpone  the  much  desired  day  of  peace  ; 
that,  with  these  convictions,  and  not  doubting  that  every 
euch  proposition,  althoiigh  made  with  good  intent,  is  inju- 
rious to  the  national  interests.  Congress  will  be  obliged  to 
look  upon  any  further  attempt  in  the  same  direction  as  an 
unfriendly  act,  wliich  it  earnestly  deprecates,  to  the  end 
that  nothing  may  occur  abroad  to  strengthen  the  rebellion 
or  to  weaken  those  relations  of  good  will  with  foreign  pow- 
ers wliich  the  United  States  are  happy  to  cultivate. 

3.  That  the  rebellion  from  its  beginning,  and  far  back 
even  in  the  conspiracy  which  preceded  its  outbreak,  was 
encouraged  by  the  hope  of  support  from  foreign  powers; 
that  its  chiefs  frequently  boasted  that  tho  people  of  Europe 
were  so  far  dependent  upon  regular  supjilies  of  the  gi-eat 
Bouthern  staple  that  sooner  or  later  their  governments 
would  be  constrained  to  take  side  with  the  rebellion  in 
Bome  effective  form,  even  to  the  extent  of  forcible  interven- 
tion, if  the  milder  foyra  did  not  prevail;  that  the  rebellion 
is  now  sustained  by  this  hope,  which  every  proposition  of 
foreign  interference  quickens  anew,  and  that  without  this 
life-giving  support  it  must  soon  yield  to  the  just  and  pater- 
nal authority  of  the  national  Government ;  that,  consider- 
ing these  things,  which  are  aggrjivated  by  the  motive  of  the 
resistance  thus  encouraged,  the  United  States  regret  that 
foreign  powers  have  not  frankly  told  the  chiefs  of  the  rebel- 
lion that  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged  is  hateful, 
and  that  a  new  government,  such  as  they  seek  to  found, 
with  slavery  as  its  acknowledged  corner-stone,  and  v\'ith  no 
other  declared  object  of  separate  existence,  is  so  far  shock- 
ing to  civilization  and  the  moral  sense  of  mankind  that  it 
must  not  expect  welcome  or  recognition  in  the  common- 
w<^alth  of  nations. 

4.  That  the  United  States,  confident  in  the  justice  of  their 
Ci'.use,  which  is  tho  cause  also  of  good  government  and  of 
human  rights  evcTywhere  among  men ;  anxious  for  the 
speedy  restoration  of  peace,  which  shall  secure  tranquillity 
at  home  and  remove  all  occasion  of  complaint  abroad;  and 
awaiting  with  well-assured  trust  the  final  suppression  of  the 
rebellion,  through  which  all  these  things,  rescued  from 
present  danger,  \vill  be  secured  forever,  and  the  Republic, 
one  and  intUvisiblo,  triumphant  over  its  enemies,  will  con- 
tinue to  stand  an  example  to  mankind,  hereby  announce, 
as  their  unalterable  purpose,  that  the  war  will  be  vigorously 
prosecuted,  according  to  the  humane  principles  of  Christian 
States,  until  the  rebellion  shall  be  suppressed ;  and  they 
revereutlj-  invoke  upon  their  cause  the  blessings  of  Almighty 
God. 

5.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions,  through  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  the 
ministers  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  that 
the  declaration  and  protest  herein  set  forth  may  be  com- 
municated by  them  to  the  government  to  which  they  are 
accredited. 

1863.  March  3 — The  resolutions  were  passed 
by  the  Senate — yeas  31,  nays  5,  as  follows: 
~  Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
mer,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hicks,  How- 
ard, Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Jlorrill,  Nfsmith,  Pom- 
eroy,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Willey,  Wilmot, 
Vilson  of  Massachusetts — .31. 

Nats — Messrs.  Carlile,  Lalliam,  Pmvell,  SauUhury,  Wall 
—5. 

18G3,  March  3 — The  above  resolutions  were 
considered  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Vallandigham  moved  to  lay  thetn  on  the 
table  ;  which  was  negatived — yeas  29,  nays  92. 

They  were  then  passed — yeas  103,  nays  28, 
as  follows : 

Ye.\s — ^lessrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Baibi,  Baker,  Baxter,  Bingham,  Jacob  B.  Elair,  Samuel  S. 
Blair,  Blake,  Bridges,  William  G.  Brown,  Bulliutou,  Camp- 


bell, Casey,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Clements,  Colfax,  Freder- 
ick A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  C'lnkling,  Conway,  Covode, Cutler, 
Dawes,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fes- 
senden, Thomas  A.  D.  Fessenden,  Fisher.  Flanders,  Franchot, 
Frank,  Gooch,  Goodwin.  Granger,  Gurley,  Haiglit,  Hale, 
HaiTisou,  Ilorton,  Hutchins.  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kel- 
logg. William  Kellogg,  Loary,  Lehman,  Loomis,  Low,  Mc- 
Ind'ie,  McKean.  McKnight,  McPherson,  Marston,  Mavnard, 
Mitchell.  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.  Morrill, 
Nixon,  Olin,  Patton,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pumeroy, 
Porter,  Alexander  H.  Kico,  John  H.  Rico,  Edward  H.  Rol- 
lins, Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks,  Slieffidd,  Sliollabarger, 
Sloan,  S.nith,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F. 
Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van 
Talkeubnrgh,  Van  Wyck,  Verree,  Walker,  Wallace,  Wash- 
burue,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Worcester,  Wright— 103. 

Nats — Messrs.  William  Allen,  Ancona,  Calvert,  Critten- 
den, Dunlap,  Xxrider,  Johnson,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Lazear, 
Mallory,  May,  Noble,  Norton,  Nugen,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Price, 
Robinson,  Shiel,  Stiles,  Vallandigham,  Voorfues,  Wadsworthi 
Ward,  Chilton  A.  While,  Wickliffe,  Yeoman — 28. 


LETTER  OF  LORD  LT0N3  TO  EARL  RUSSELL  RE- 
SPECTING MEDIATION. 

Washington,  November  17, 1862, 

In  his  dispatches  of  the  17th  and  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and 
of  the  7th  instant,  Mr.  Stuart  reported  to  your  lordship  the 
result  of  the  elections  for  members  of  Congress  and  State 
officers,  which  have  recently  taken  place  in  several  of  the 
most  important  States  of  the  Union.  Without  repeating 
the  details,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  observe  that  the 
success  of  the  Democratic,  or  (as  it  now  styles  itself)  the 
Conservative  Party,  has  been  so  great  as  to  manifest  a 
change  in  public  feeling,  among  the  most  rapid  and  the 
most  complete  that  haa  ever  been  witnessed,  even  in  this 
country. 

On  my  arrival  at  New  York  on  the  8th  instant  I  fbnnd 
the  Conservative  leaders  exulting  in  the  crowning  succesa 
acliieved  by  the  party  in  that  State.  They  appeared  to  re- 
joice, above  all,  in  the  conviction  that  personal  liberty  and 
freedom  of  speech  had  heen  secured  for  the  principal  State 
of  the  Union.  They  believed  that  the  Government  must  at 
once  desist  from  exercising  in  the  State  of  New  York  the 
extraordinary  (and  as  they  regarded  them)  illegal  and  un- 
constitutional powers  which  it  had  assumed.  They  were 
confident  that  at  all  events  after  the  1st  of  January  next, 
on  which  day  the  newly  elected  Governor  would  come  into 
office,  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  could  not 
be  practically  maintained.  They  seemed  to  be  persuaded 
that  the  result  of  the  elections  would  be  accepted  by  the 
President  as  a  declaration  of  the  will  of  the  people ;  that  he 
would  increase  the  moderate  and  conservative  element  in 
the  Cabinet ;  that  he  would  seek  to  terminate  the  war,  not 
to  push  it  to  extremity ;  that  he  would  endeavor  to  effect  a 
reconciliation  with  the  people  of  tho  South,  and  renounce 
the  idea  of  subjugating  or  exterminating  them. 

On  the  following  morning,  however,  intelligence  arrived 
from  Washington  wliich  dashed  the  rising  hopes  of  the 
Conservatives.  It  was  announced  that  General  McClellan 
had  been  dismissed  from  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  ordered  to  repair  to  his  home;  tliat  he  had, 
in  fact,  been  removed  altogether  from  active  service.  The 
general  had  been  regarded  as  the  repnesentative  of  Con- 
servative principles  in  the  army.  Support  of  him  had  beea 
made  one  of  the  articles  of  the  Conservative  electoral  pro- 
gramme. His  dismissal  was  taken  as  a  sign  that  the  Pres- 
ident had  thrown  himself  entirely  into  the  arms  of  the 
extreme  radical  party,  and  that  the  attempt  to  carry  out 
the  policv  of  that  party  would  be  persisted  in.  The  irrita- 
tion of  the  Conservatives  at  New  York  was  certainly  verj 
great ;  it  seemed,  however,  to  be  not  unmixed  with  con 
sternation  and  despondency. 

Several  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  sought  in 
terviews  me,  both  before  and  after  the  arrival  of  the  intel- 
ligence ot  General  McClellan's  dismissal.  The  subject  up- 
permost in  their  winds  while  they  were  speaking  to  me, 
was  naturally  that  of  foreign  mediation  between  the  North 
and  South.  Many  of  them  seemed  to  think  that  this  medi- 
ation must  come  at  last,  but  they  appeared  to  be  very  much 
afraid  of  its  coming  too  soon.  It  w.is  evident  that  they  ap- 
prehended that  a  premature  proposal  of  foreign  interven- 
tion would  afiford  the  Radical  party  a  means  of  reviving  the 
violent  war  spirit,  and  of  thus  defeating  the  peaceful  plans 
of  the  Conservatives.  They  appeared  to  regard  tho  present 
moment  as  peculiarly  unfavorable  for  such  an  offer,  and 
indeed,  to  hold  that  it  would  bo  essential  to  the  success  of 
any  proposal  from  abroad  that  it  should  be  deferred  until 
the  control  of  the  Executive  Government  should  he  in  the 
hands  of  the  Conservative  p.i)-ty. 

I  gave  no  opinion  on  the  subject.  I  did  not  say  whether 
or  nu  I  myself  thought  foreign  iutervenliou  probable  or  ad- 
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visable,  but  I  liptened  with  attention  to  tlie  accounts  given 
me  of  the  plans  and  hopes  of  the  Conservative  party.  At 
the  bottom  I  thought  I  perceived  a  desire  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war,  even  at  the  rislc  of  !oslnf;  the  southern  States  alto- 
gether ;  but  it  was  plain  that  it  was  not  though'  prndnnt 
to  avow  this  desire.  Indewd  some  hints  of  it,  dropped  be- 
fore the  elections,  were  so  ill  received  that  a  strong  decla- 
ration in  the  cnntrary  sense  was  deemed  necessary  by  the 
Democratic  leaders. 

At  the  present  moment,  therefore,  the  chiefs  of  the  Con- 
eervative  party  call  loudly  lor  a  more  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war,  and  reproach  the  Government  with  slackness  as 
well  as  with  want  fif  success  in  its  military  measures.  But 
they  repudiate  all  idea  of  interfering  with  the  institutions 
of  the  soiithern  people,  or  of  waging  a  war  of  subjugation 
or  extermination.  They  maintain  that  the  object  of  the 
military  operations  should  be  to  place  the  North  in  a  posi- 
tion to  demand  an  armistice  with  honor  and  effect.  The 
armistice  should  (they  hold)  be  followed  by  a  convention, 
in  which  such  changes  of  the  Constitution  should  be  pro- 
IX)sed  as  would  give  the  South  ample  security  on  the  subject 
of  its  slave  property,  and  would  enable  the  North  and  the 
South  toreuniteand  to  live  together  in  peace  and  harmony. 
The  Conservatives  profess  to  think  thiit  the  South  might  be 
induced  to  take  part  in  such  a  convention,  and  that  a  res- 
twation  of  the  Union  would  be  the  result. 

The  more  sagacious  members  of  the  party  must,  however, 
look  upon  the  proposal  of  a  convention  merely  as  a  last 
experiment  to  test  the  possibility  of  reunion.  They  are  no 
doubt  well  aware  that  the  more  probable  consequence  of 
an  armistice  would  be  the  establishment  of  Southern  inde- 
pendence, but  they  perceive  that  if  the  South  is  so  utterly 
alienated  that  no  possible  concessions  will  induce  it  to  re- 
turn voluntarily  to  the  Union,  it  is  wiser  to  agree  to  separa- 
tion than  to  prosecute  a  cruel  and  hopeless  war. 

It  is  with  reference  to  such  an  armistice  as  they  desire  to 
attain,  that  the  leaders  of  the  Conservative  party  regard  the 
question  of  foreign  mediation.  They  think  that  the  otfer 
of  mediation,  if  made  to  a  radical  administration,  would  be 
rejected;  that,  if  made  at  an  unjiropitious  moment,  it 
might  increase  the  virulence  with  which  the  war  is  prose- 
cuted. If  their  own  party  were  in  power,  or  virtually  con- 
tiolled  the  administration,  they  would  rather,  if  possible, 
obtain  an  armistice  without  the  aid  of  foreign  governments, 
but  they  would  be  disposed  to  accept  an  otter  of  mediation 
if  it  appeared  to  bo  the  only  means  of  putting  a  stop  to 
hostilities.  They  would  desire  that  the  offer  sliould  come 
from  the  great  powers  of  Europe  conjinintly,  and  in  particu- 
lar that  as  little  prominence  as  possible  should  bo  given  to 
Great  Britain. 

At  Washington  I  have  had  fewer  opportunities  than  I 
had  at  New  York  of  ascertaining  the  present  views  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  political  parties.  At  the  interview  which  I 
had  with  Mr.  Seward  the  day  after  my  arrival  ho  showed 
no  disposition  to  enter  upon  political  matters.  He  did  not 
appear  to  expect  or  to  desire  to  receive  from  me  any  special 
communication  from  her  Majesty's  government.  The 
President,  when  I  waited  upon  him,  talked  to  me  only  on 
wdinary  topics.  I,  for  my  part,  gladly  shunned  all  allusion 
to  foreign  intervention,  my  principal  object  being  to  avoid 
Baying  anything  which  might  «mbarrass  me  in  carrying 
cHit  any  instructions  on  the  subject  which  I  may  receive 
from  your  lordship. 

All  things  considered,  my  own  opinion  certainly  is  that 
the  present  moment  is  not  a  favorable  one  for  making  an 
offer  of  mediation.  It  might  embarrass  the  peace  party, 
and  even  oblige  them,  in  order  to  maintain  their  popularity, 
to  make  some  declaration  against  it,  and  this  might  make 
it  diflicult  for  them  to  accept  a  similar  offer  at  a'moro 
propitious  time.  It  would  in  all  probalnlity  bo  rejected  by 
the  President,  who  appears  to  have  thrown  himself  into 
the  arms  of  the  extreme  radical  party. 

The  views  of  that  party  are  clear  and  definite.  They 
declare  that  there  is  no  hope  of  reconciliation  with  the 
Southern  people;  that  the  war  must  be  pursued,  per  fas  ct 
tic/Vf.t,  until  tlie  disloyal  men  of  the  South  are  ruined  and 
Biibjuj^atcd,  if  not  exterminated;  that  not  an  inch  of  the 
old  territory  of  the  Republic  must  be  given  up;  that 
foreign  intervention,  in  any  shape,  must  be  rejected  and 
resented.  This  party  wouM  desire  to  turn  an  offer  of 
mediation  to  account,  for  the  purpose  of  inflaming  the  war 
,  spirit  and  producing  a  reaction  against  the  Conservatives. 

Is  is  probable,  too,  that  the  Government  would  urge,  in 
answer  to  an  offer  of  mediation,  that  it  has  by  no  means 
abandoned  the  hope  of  putting  down  the  rebellion  within  a 
reasonal lie  time;  that  at  all  events,  this  is  not  a  moment 
at  which  it  can  re<isonably  be  called  upon  to  put  a  stop  to 
hostilities.  It  would  observe  that  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  are  every  where  advancing,  and  that  expeditions  i\re 
prepared  against  Tex;is,  as  well  as  against  Charleston,  Mo- 
bile, and  other  points  on  the  coast.  It  would  point  out 
that  it  had  equipped  a  considerable  number  of  war-vessels, 
iron-<iaiI  as  well  a.=i  others,  at  a  vast  expense;  that  the  sea- 
eon  had  just  arrived  when  tlie  autumn  rains  would  render 


the  rivers  navigable  by  armed  vessels,  and  when  the  South, 
ern  coast  wouUl  be  free  from  epidemic  disease. 

It  might  even  represent  an  advance  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  to  Richmond  as  a  probjible  event.  The  experience 
of  the  past  is  certainly  not  calculated  to  inspire  any  great 
confidence  in  the  results  of  these  wahike  preparations,  but 
the  political  interests  of  the  party  now  in  jjower  render  a 
continuance  of  the  war  a  necessity  to  it.  Its  only  chance  of 
regaining  its  lost  popularity  lies  in  successful  military  oper- 
ations. Unless  it  can  obtain  a  much  higher  place  in  public 
estimation  than  it  now  occupies,  not  only  will  its  tenure  of 
power  become  extremely  precarious,  but  some  of  its  lead- 
ing members  may  be  called  to  a  severe  account  for  their 
extra-legal  proceedings.  During  the  session  of  Congi'ess 
which  begins  next  month,  the  present  Administration  has 
indeed  reason  to  expect  an  uncompromising  support  from 
a  majority  of  both  Ilouses  of  Congress.  But  on  the  -tth  of 
March  next,  the  existing  House  of  Representatives  is  dis- 
solved by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  and  at  tjie  same 
time  several  of  the  present  Senators  go  out  of  office.  The 
majority  of  the  members  chosen  at  the  recent  elections  for 
the  new  House  of  Representatives  are  of  the  Democratic  or 
Conservative  party,  and  in  some  States,  Senators  of  that 
party  will  lie  returned  in  the  room  of  those  whose  term  of 
office  expires  next  March.  The  new  Congress  is  likely 
to  be  hostile  to  the  Administration  and  to  the  Radical 
party ;  and  although  it  will  not,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
things,  assemble  until  the  last  month  of  next  year,  the 
President  will  hardly  be  able  to  persist  in  his  present  policy 
and  in  his  assumption  of  extraordinary  powers,  unless  he 
can,  in  virtue  of  military  successes,  obtain  a  reputation 
with  the  people  wiiich  will  sustain  him  in  a  contest  with 
the  Legislature. 

It  would  seem,  then,  to  be  vain  to  make  an  offer  of  me- 
diation to  the  present  Government,  In  their  present  mood, 
with  any  notion  that  it  would  be  aocepted.  A  change  of 
mood  may,  however,  take  place  after  the  4th  of  March,  if 
no  great  military  successes  occur  in  the  inter\al.  Such  a 
change  may  possibly  be  produced  sooner  by  military  re- 
verses. A  proposal,  however,  to  mediate,  made  even  under 
the  present  circumstances,  liy  three  or  more  of  the  great 
powers  of  Europe  conjointly  might  not  produce  any  great 
inconvenience. 

It  is,  indeed,  urged  by  some  people  that  mediation  should 
be  offered,  not  so  much  with  a  view  to  its  being  accepted  iia 
to  its  clearing  the  way  for  a  recognition  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy.  And,  indeed,  if  it  were  determined  that  tha 
time  had  come  for  recognizing  that  Confederacy,  no  doubt 
nn  offer  of  mediation  would  be  a  suitable  preliminary.  But 
I  do  not  clearly  understand  what  advantage  is  expected  to 
result  from  a  simple  recognition  of  the  southern  govern- 
ment; and  I  presume  that  the  European  powers  do  not  con- 
temjilate  breaking  uj)  the  blockade  by  force  of  arras,  or  en- 
gaging in  hostilities  with  the  United  States  in  support  ol 
the  independence  of  the  South. 

I  have,  indeed,  heard  it  maintained  that  Great  Britain 
should  recognize  the  independence  of  the  South  as  soon  aa 
possible,  with  a  view  to  impede  the  success  of  the  efforts  of 
the  conservative  party  to  reconstruct  the  Union.  The  ad- 
vocates of  this  opinicm  consider  a  re-union  as  a  probable 
event,  and  apprehend  that  the  first  result  of  it  would  be 
that  the  combined  forces  of  the  North  and  the  South  would 
be  let  loose  upon  Canada.  I  certainly  do  not  at  present 
share  these  apprehensions.  All  hope  of  the  reconstruction 
of  the  Union  appears  to  be  fading  away,  even  from  the 
minds  of  those  who  most  ardently  desire  it.  But  if  the  re- 
construction be  still  possible,  I  do  not  think  we  need  con- 
clude that  it  would  lead  to  an  invasion  of  Canada,  or  to  any 
consequences  injurious  to  Great  Britain.  At  any  rate  dangers 
of  this  kind  are  remote.  The  immediate  and  obvious  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  is 
that  peace  and  prosperity  should  be  restored  to  this  country 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  point  cliiefly  worthy  of  consider- 
ation appears  to  be  whether  separation  or  reunion  be  tha 
more  likely  to  effect  this  object. 

The  French  in  Mexico. 
Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 

IN  SENATE. 
1863,  January  19— Mr.  McDougall   offered 
the  following  concurrent  resolutions: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representatives 
concurring,)  That  the  present  attempt  bv  the  government 
of  France  to  subject  the  Republic  of  Mexico  to  her  author- 
ity by  armed  force  is  a  violation  of  the  established  and 
known  rules  of  international  1  iw,  and  that  it  is. moreover,  a 
violation  of  the  faith  of  France,  pledged  by  the  treaty  made 
at  London  on  the  31st  day  of  October,  1861,  between  the 
allied  governments  of  Spain,  France,  and  England,  commu- 
nicated to  this  Government  over  the  signatures  of  the  re- 
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presentatives  of  the  allies  by  letter  of  the  30th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1^61,  and  particularly  and  repeatedly  assured  to 
this  Governraent  through  its  ministers  resident  at  the  Court 
of  France. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  attempt  to  subject  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico  to  the  French  authority  is  an  act  nut  merely 
unfriendly  to  this  Republic,  but  to  free  institutions  every- 
where, and  that  it  is  regarded  by  this  Republic  as  not  only 
unfriendly,  but  as  hostile. 

Resolved  further.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Republic  to 
require  if  the  government  of  France  that  her  armed  forces 
be  withdrawn  from  the  territories  of  Mexico 

Resolved  further,  That  it  is  the  duty  and  proper  ofHco  of 
this  Republic  now,  and  at  all  times,  to  lend  such  aid  to  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  as  is  or  may  be  reqjiired  to  prevent  the 
fcM-cible  interposition  of  any  of  the  States  of  Europe  in  the 
potiticitl  affiiirs  of  that  Republic. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  reque.-ted  to  cause  to  be  conimunicatid  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  the  views  now  expressed  by  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  he  furtlier  requested  to  c.iuse  to  be  nego- 
tiated sucli  treaty  or  treaties  between  the  two  Republics  as 
will  best  tend  to  make  these  views  effective. 

1863,  February  4 — The  resolutions  were,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sitmnek,  laid  on  the  table — yeas 
34,  nays  10,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Ca?-h7e,  Chandler,  Clark' 
Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Halo,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hen- 
derson, HowardjHuwo,  King,  Lane  of  lodiaMa.Lano  of  Kan- 
sas, Morrill,  Pomcroy,  Sherman, Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  VVilson  of  Massachusetts — 34. 

Navs  Messrs.  Kennedy,  Latham,  McDoiir/all,  Powell, 
Rice,  Richardson,  Saulsbury,  Trumbull,  Turpie,  Wilson  of 
Missouri — 10. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 

1864,  Jaa.  11 — Mr.  McDouqall  offered  this 
joint  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  : 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  OCCUPATION  OP   MEXICO. 

Resolved,  <Cc.,  That  the  occupation  of  a  portion  of  the 
territory  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  by  the  armed  forces  of 
the  government  of  France,  with  the  purposes  avowed  by 
the  government  of  Fiance,  is  an  act  unfriendly  to  the  Ro 
public  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Sec.  2.  A  nd  be  it  further  resolved.  That  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  proper  department  of  this  Government  to  demand  of 
the  government  of  France  the  withdrawal  of  her  armed 
forces  from  the  Mexican  territory  within  a  reasonable 
time. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  resolved.  That  in  the  event  the 
government  of  France  shall  decline  or  refuse  to  so  with- 
draw her  armed  forces,  or  shall  fail  to  take  measures  to 
that  effect,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  next, 
then  it  will  become  tho  duty  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  declare  war  against  the  government 
of  France. 

June  14 — Mr.  McDougall  sought  to  intro- 
duce this  resolution,  but  objection  was  made  : 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  the  United  States  can  never 
regard  with  intUflerence  the  attempt  of  any  foreign  power 
to  overthrow  by  force  or  to  supplant  by  fraud  the  institu- 
tions of  any  republican  government  on  the  western  conti- 
nent, and  that  they  will  view  with  extreme  jealousy,  as 
menacing  to  the  peace  and  independence  of  their  own 
country,  the  efforts  of  any  such  power  to  obt.ain  any  footholds 
for  monarchical  Governments  sustained  by  foreign  military 
force  in  neiir  proximity  to  the  United  States. 

IN  HOUSE. 
1864,  April  4 — Mr.  H.  Winter  Davis,  from 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  the  following 
joint  resolution,  which  was  passed — yeas  109, 
nays  none,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Alloy, 
Allison,  Ames,  Ancona,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashlej',  Bailij, 
AugusUts  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman, 
Blaine,  i'rancis  P.  Blair,  jr..  Bliss,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Brooks,  Broomall,  James  S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown, 
Chanter.  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Clai/,  Cobb,  Cole,  Cox,  Cravens,  ' 
Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Daiosnn, 
Denisnn,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eden,  Eldridge, 
Eliot.  English,  Fenton,  Pinck,  Frank,  Gansun,  Gartield, 
Gooch,  Grider,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Hale,  Harding,  Harring- 


ton, Herrich,  Higby,  Hiilman,  TTooper,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel 
W.  Hubbard,  .Tenckes,  Philip  Johnson,  Julian,  Kalbfleiscli, 
Kasson,  Kellcy,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Ker- 
nan.  King,  Law,  Lazear,  Long,  Longyear,  Mallor}j,Marcy, 
Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  AlcKinney,  Middleton,  Samuel 
F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  James  R.  Mor- 
ris, MorriMii},  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  A'ehon,  Norton, 
Odiil,  Cliarbs  O  Xoill,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Pen- 
dleton, I'l'iiiaiu,  Pike,  Ponicrov,  Price,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J. 
Randall,  Willi.im  II.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H. 
Rice,  Rogers,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  J^iHics^.  Rollins,  Schenck, 
Scofield,  .Vcv„7,  ^Jl|:lnnon,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr, 
Jolin  B.  Steele.  Stevens,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thayer, 
Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Vo'/rhees,  Ward,  Ellihu  B. 
Washbnrne,  William  B.  \Vashburn,  Webster,  Whaley, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Williams, 
AVilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  WiyifieUl,  Beiijamin  Wood,  Wood- 
bridge,  Yeaman — 109. 
Nats — None. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Relative  to  the  substitution  of  monarchial  for  republican 
Government  in  Mexico,  under  European  auspices. 
Resolved,  die.  That  tho  Congress  of  the  United  States  are 
unwilling,  by  silence,  to  leave  the  nations  of  the  world 
under  the  impression  that  they  are  inditferent  spectators  of 
the  deplorable  events  now  transpiring  in  the  Republic  of 
Mexico ;  and  they  therefore  think  fit  to  declare  that  it  doea 
not  accord  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  acknowl- 
edge a  monarcliical  government,  erected  on  the  ruins  of 
any  republican  government  in  America,  under  the  auspicea 
of  any  European  power. 

IN  SENATE. 

1864,  April  5 — The  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  it 
remained  unreported  at  the  close  of  the  session. 

April  27 — Mr.  McDougall  offered  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
be  instructed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  joint 
resolution  printed  above. 

May  28 — Mr.  McDougall  offered  a  resolution 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  sub- 
ject, both  of  which  went  over. 
IN  HOUSE. 

May  23 — Mr.  H.  W.  Davis  offered  this  reso- 
lution, which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division  . 

Whereas  the  following  announcement  appeared  in  the 
Moniteur,  the  oJHcial  journal  of  the  French  Government : 

"  Le  gouvernement  de  "  The  Emperor's  Govern- 
I'Empereur  a  reiju  du  gou-  ment  has  received  from  that 
vernement  des  Etats-Unis  of  the  United  States  satisfac- 
des  explications  satisfai-  tory  explanations  as  to  tho 
santes  sur  le  sens  et  la  portee  sense  and  bearing  of  the  res- 
do  la  resolution  prise  par  olution  come  to  by  the  House 
I'assemblee  des  representans  of  Representatives  at  Wash- 
k  Washington,  au  sujet  des  ington  relative  to  Mexico, 
affairs  du  Mexico. 

"  On  salt,  d"ailleurs,  que  "  It  is  known,  besides,  that 
le  Senat  ayait  dej^  ajourne  the  Senate  had  indefinitely 
indefinement  I'examen  de  postponed  the  examination 
cette  resolution,  k  laquelle,  of  that  question,  to  which 
dans  tons  les  cas,  le  pouvoir  in  any  case  the  executive 
executif  n'eilt  point  accorde  power  would  not  have  gi«en 
sa  sanction." — Moniteur.  its  sanction." 

Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  in- 
terest, any  explanations  given  by  tho  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Government  of  France  respecting  the 
sense  and  bearing  of  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  Mexico, 
which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  unanimously 
on  the  4th  of  April,  1864. 

May  24 — The  President  transmitted  the  fol- 
lowing correspondence,  communicated  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  response  to  the  resolution 
of  the  House  : 

Mr.  Seward's  Letter  to  Mr.  DATTOtr,  dated  DEPARTMEMt 
OF  State,  Washimgton,  April  7, 1864. 

I  send  you  .a  copy  of  a  resolution  which  passed  the  Hotito 
of  Representatives  on  the  4th  instant,  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
and  which  declares  the  opiiosition  of  that  body  to  a  recog- 
nition of  a  monarchy  in  Slexico.  M.  Geofrey  h.as  lost  no 
time  in  asking  for  an  explanation  of  this  proceeding. 

It  is  hardly  necessary,  after  what  I  have  heretofore  writ- 
ton  with  perfect  candor  for  the  iuformatioi.  of  France,  tOi 
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Bay  that  this  resolution  truly  interprets  the  unanimotis  sen- 
timent of  the  people  of  the  tjnited  States  in  regard  to  Mex- 
ico. It  is,  however,  another  and  distinct  question  whether 
the  United  States  would  think  it  necessary  or  proper  to 
express  themselves  in  the  form  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Rejjresentatives  at  this  time.  This  is  a  practical  and  purely 
Executive  question,  and  the  decision  of  its  constitutionaUty 
belongs  not  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  nor  even  to 
Congress,  but  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  You 
will,  of  course,  take  notice  that  the  declaration  made  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution, 
which,  before  it  can  acquire  the  character  of  a  legislative 
act,  must  receive,  first,  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  and, 
secondly,  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
or,  in  case  of  his  dissent,  the  renewed  assent  of  both  houses 
of  Congress,  to  be  expressed  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of 
each  body.  While  the  President  receives  the  declaration  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  with  the  profound  respect  to 
which  it  is  entitled,  as  an  exposition  of  its  sentiments  upon 
a  grave  and  important  subject,  he  directs  that  you  inform 
the  Government  of  France  that  he  does  not  at  present  con- 
template any  departure  from  the  policy  which  this  Govern- 
ment has  hitherto  pursued  in  regard  to  the  war  which  ex- 
ists between  France  and  Mexico.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  the  jsroceeding  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
adopted  upon  suggestions  arising  within  itself,  and  not  upon 
any  communication  of  the  Executive  department;  and  that 
the  French  Government  would  be  seasonably  apprised  of 
any  change  of  policy  upon  this  subject  which  the  President 
might  at  any  future  time  think  it  proper  to  adopt. 

Mr.  Dayton's  Letter,  dated  Paris,  April  22, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  visited  M.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  yesterday  at  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs.  The  first  words  he  addressed 
to  me,  on  entering  the  room,  were:  "  Do  you  bring  us  peace, 
or  liring  us  war?"  I  asked  him  to  what  he  referred,  and  ho 
said  he  referred  more  immediately  to  those  resolutions 
recently  jjassed  by  Congress  in  reference  to  the  invasion  of 
Mexico  by  the  French,  and  the  establishment  of  Maximilian 
upon  the  throne  of  that  country.  I  said  to  him,  in  reply, 
that  I  did  not  think  Franco  had  a  right  to  infer  that  we 
■were  about  to  make  war  against  her  on  account  of  anything 
contained  in  those  resolutions ;  that  they  embodied  nothing 
more  than  had  been  constantly  hold  out  to  the  French 
government  from  the  beginning ;  that  I  had  always  repre- 
sented to  the  government  here  that  any  action  upon  their 
part  interfering  with  the  form  of  government  in  Mexico 
■would  ]}ii  looked  upon  with  dissatisfaction  in  our  country, 
and  they  could  not  expect  us  to  be  in  haste  to  acknowledge 
a  monarchical  government,  built  upon  the  foundations  of  a 
republic  which  was  our  next  neighbor;  that  I  had  reason 
to  believe  you  held  the  same  language  to  the  French  Min- 
ister in  the  United  States.  Tliis  allegation  he  did  not  seem 
to  deny,  but  obviously  viewed  the  resolutions  in  question 
a.s  a  serious  step  upon  our  part;  and  I  am  told  that  the 
leading  secessionists  here  buildlargely  upon  these  resolutions 
as  a  means  of  fomenting  ill-feeling  between  this  country  and 
some  others  and  ourselves.  Mr.  Mason  and  his  secretary 
have  gone  to  Brussels  to  confer  with  Mr.  Dudley  Mann, 
who  is  their  commissioner  at  that  place.  Mr.  Slidell,  it  is 
eaid,  was  to  have  gone  to  Austria,  although  he  has  not  yet 
got  otf. 

Second  Letter  from  Mr.  Datton,  Paris,  Mat  2, 1864,BEiNa 
IN  reply  to  Mr.  Seward's  or  April  7. 

Sir  :  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No. 
625, 1  applied  to  M.  Drouyn  de  I'lluys  for  a  special  inter- 
view, wliicli  was  granted  for  Saturday  last.  I  then  said  that 
I  knew  that  the  French  government  had  felt  some  anxiety 
in  respect  to  the  resolution  which  had  recently  been  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  reference  to  Mexico; 
and  inasmuch  sis  I  had  just  received  a  copy  of  that  resolu- 
tion, together  with  the  views  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  I  begged,  if  agreeable,  to  read  to  him  your  dispatch 
in  reference  to  the  latter.  To  this  he  assented,  and  as  the 
shortest  and  most  satisfactory  mode,  following  out  my  in- 
structions, I  read  to  him  that  entire  portion  of  your  dispatch 
which  applies  to  this  subject,  stilting,  at  the  same  time,  that 
I  thought  it  was  a  remark:iM','  illustration  of  the  frankness 
and  straightforwardness  of  the  }>resident.  AVhen  the  read- 
ing was  closed,  M.  Drouyn  de  I'lluys  expressed  his  gratifi- 
cation, and  after  asking  some  questions  in  regard  to  the 
effect  of  laying  a  resolution  upon  the  table  in  the  Senate, 
the. conversation  terminated. 

TSie  extreme  sensitiveness  wliich  was  manifested  by  this 
government  when  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives was  first  brought  to  its  knowledge  has,  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  at  least,  subsided. 

Mr.  Se^svard's  responses  of  May  9  and  May  21 : 

Sir  .  Your  dispatcli  of  Ai>ril  22  (No.  454)  has  been  received. 
What  you  have  said  to  M.  Drouyn  de  I'lluys  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representntives  con- 


cerning Mexico,  as  you  have  reported  it,  is  entirely  approved. 
The  resolution  yet  remains  unacted  upon  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Corwin  was  to  leave  Vera  Cruz  on  the  3d  instant  un- 
der the  leave  of  absence  granted  to  him  by  this  department 
on  the  8th  of  August  last. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  of  May  2,  (No.  461.)  and  to  approve  of  your  pro- 
ceedings therein  mentioned.  AVe  learn  that  Mr.  Corwin, 
our  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  is  at  Havana,  on 
his  return  to  the  United  States,  under  leave  of  absence. 

June  4 — Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland,  asked 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  written  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  in  re- 
sponse to  the  above  message  of  the  President. 
Mr.  Broomall  objected. 

June  6 — He  asked  consent,  and  Mr.  Arnold 
objected.  He  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
which  was  rejected — yeas  43,  nays  55,  (two 
thirds  being  required,)  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Ancona,  Augustus  C.  Bahhvin, 
Cox,  Henry  Winter  T>ima,Dawson,  Eden,  Edgerlon,  Eldriihje, 
Finck,  Ganson,  Garfield,  Grid^r,  Griswohl,  Harding,  Har- 
rington, Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick.  Holman,  Jenckes,  King, 
Knapp,  Lazear,  Le  BJond,  Long.  MaUory,  Marry,  James  H, 
Morris,  Morrison,  Nohle,  Odell,  Orth,  Pendleton,  Parry, 
Robinson,  Boss,  Scott,  Spalding,  Strnuse.  Sweat,  Wadsworth, 
OiiltmA.  White,  Joseph  W.^White — 43. 

Nays — Jlessrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Arnold,  Baily,  John  D.  Bald- 
^vin,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Broomall,  Ambrose 
W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Coffroth,  Cole,  Thomas  T. 
Da'vis,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eliot,  Farnswnrth, 
Fcnton,  Frank,  Gooch,  Griunell,  Hale,  Hotchkiss,  John  XL 
Hubbard,  Ingersoll.  Kelley,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Littlejohn, 
Longyear,  Marvin,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Daniel  Mor- 
ris, Amos  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Patterson.  Perham,  Price, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shan- 
non, Smithers,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Upson,  ElUhn  B.  Washburne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,  Wilson,  Windom — 55. 

June  '27 — Mr.  Davis  made  this  report,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  have  examined  the 
correspondence  submitted  by  the  President  relative  to  the 
joint  resoltition  on  Jlexican  affairs  with  the  prtifound  re- 
spect to  which  it  is  entitled,  because  of  the  gravity  of  ita 
subject  and  the  distinguished  source  from  which  it  eman- 
ated. 

They  regret  that  the  President  should  have  so  widely 
departed  from  the  usage  of  constitutional  governments  as 
to  make  a  pending  resolution  of  so  grave  and  delicate  a 
character  the  subject  of  diplomatic  explanations.  They  re- 
gret still  more  that  the  President  should  ha\'e  thought 
proper  to  inform  a  foreign  government  of  a  radical  and  se- 
rious conflict  of  opinion  and  jui^isdiction  between  the  de- 
positories of  the  legislative  and  executive  power  of  the 
United  States. 

No  expression  of  deference  can  make  the  denial  of  the 
right  of  Congress  constitutionally  to  do  what  the  House 
did  with  absolute  unanimity,  other  than  derogatory  to  their 
dignity. 

They  learn  with  surprise  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Pres- 
ident, the  form  and  term  of  expressing  the  judgment  of  the 
United  States  on  recognizing  a  monarchical  government  im- 
posed on  a  neighboring  republic  is  a  "pivrely  executive 
question,  and  the  decision  of  it  constitutionally  belongs  not 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  nor  even  to  Congress,  but 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

Tills  assumption  is  equally  novel  and  inadmissible  No 
President  has  ever  claimed  such  an  exclusive  authority. 
No  Congress  can  ever  permit  its  expression  to  pass  without 
dissent. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Constitution  nowhere  confers  such 
authority  on  the  President. 

The  precedents  of  recognition,  sufBciently  numerous  in 
this  revolutionary  era,  do  not  countenance  this  \iew:  and 
if  there  be  one  not  inconsistent  with  it,  the  committee  have 
not  found  it.  • 

All  questions  of  recognition  have  heretofore  been  debated 
and  considered  as  grave  questions  of  national  policy,  on 
which  the  will  of  the  people  should  be  expressed  in  Congress 
assembled ;  and  the  President,  as  the  proper  medium  of  for- 
eign intercourse,  has  executed  that  will.  If  ho  has  ever 
anticipated  its  expression,  we  have  not  found  the  case. 

The  declaration  and  establishment  of  the  independence 
of  the  Spanish  American  colonies  first  brought  the  iiucstion 
of  recognition  of  new  governments  or  nations  bi't'ore  tlia 
Government  of  the  United  St;vtes;  and  the  precedents  then 
set  have  been  followed  ever  since,  even  by  the  present  Adf 
ministration. 

The  correspondence  now  before  us  Is  the  first  attempt  to 
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depart  from  that  usage,  and  deny  the  nation  a  controlling 
deliberative  voice  in  regulating  its  foreign  policy. 

The  following  are  the  chief  precedents  on  recognition  of 
new  governments,  and  the  policy  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
einment  on  that  topic : 

On  the  9tliof  Febniary,  1821,  Henry  Clay  moved  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  amend  the  ax^propriation  bill 
by  the  following  clause : 

"For  an  outfit,  and  one  year's  salary,  tosuch  minister  as  the 
Pi-esident,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  send 
to  any  government  of  South  America,  which  has  established 
and  Is  maintaining  its  independency  on  Spain,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  .S18,000>    It  failed. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  he  moved  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  participates  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  the  deep  interest  which  they  feel  for  tlie  success 
of  the  Spanish  provinces  of  South  America,  which  are  strag- 
gling for  their  liljerty  and  independence,  and  tliat  it  will 
give  its  constitutional  support  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  whenever  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  recognize 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  any  of  the  said 
provinces. 

A  motion  to  amend  by  the  proviso  "  that  this  resolution 
Ehall  not  be  construed  to  interfere  with  the  independent 
exercise  of  the  treaty-making  power,"  and  another,  "  that 
the  House  approves  of  the  course  heretofore  pursued  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  with  regard  to  the  said 
provinces,"  were  negatived. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  lay  it  before  President  Monroe. 

The  committee,  on  the  17th  February,  reported — 

"  That  the  President  assured  the  committee  that,  in  com- 
mon with  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  House  of 
Representatives,  he  felt  great  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
provinces  of  Spanish  America,  which  are  struggling  to  es- 
tablish their  freedom  and  independence,  and  that  he  would 
take  the  resolution  into  deliberate  consideration,  with  the 
most  perfect  respect  for  the  distinguished  body  from  which 
it  had  emanated." 

So  the  House  of  Representatives  took  the  initiative  to- 
wards recognizing  the  new  republics.  The  amendment  to  the 
appropriation  bill  would  have  been  a  legislative  recognition. 
The  resolution  was  a  formal  statement  of  the  opinion  of  the 
House  to  the  President,  which  he  did  not  think  beyond 
their  constitutional  authority. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  motion  of  IVIr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  re- 
solved— 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  lay  before  tliis  House  such  communications  as  may  be  in 
the  possession  of  the  Executive,  from  the  agents  of  the 
United  States  with  the  governments  south  of  the  United 
States,  which  have  declared  their  independence,  and  the 
communications  from  the  agents  of 'such  governments  in 
the  United  States  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  tend  to 
showtlie  political  concUtion  of  those  governments,  and  the 
Btate  of  the  war  l)etween  them  and  Spain,  as  it  may  be  con- 
Bifitent  with  the  public  interest  to  communicate." 

President  Monroe  answered  the  application  on  the  8th 
of  March  in  an  elaborate  message,  of  which  the  following 
extracts  sufficiently  show  that  he  did  not  think  recogni- 
tion "  a  purely  executive  question,"  and  that  the  decision 
of  it  constitutionally  belongs,  "  not  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, nor  even  to  Congress,  but  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  :" 

"  In  transmitting  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
documents  called  lor  by  the  resolution  of  that  House  of 
Januarj',  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  invite  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  a  very  important  subject,  and  to  communicate 
tlie  sentiments  of  the  Executive  on  it ;  that  should  Con- 
gress entertain  similar  sentiments,  there  may  be  such  co- 
operation between  the  two  departments  of  the  Government 
as  their  respective  rights  and  duties  may  require." 

"  This  contest  has  uoiy  reached  such  a  stage,  and  been 
attended  with  such  decisive  success  on  the  part  of  the 
provinces,  that  it  merits  the  most  profound  consideration, 
whether  their  right  to  the  rank  of  independent  nations, 
with  all  the  advantage  incident  to  it  in  their  intercourse 
with  the  United  States,  is  not  complete." 

After  narrating  the  events,  he  proceeds : 

"When  the  result  of  such  a  contest  is  manifestly  settled, 
the  new  governments  have  a  claim  to  recognition  by  other 
powers  which  ought  not  to  be  resisted." 

"  When  we  regard,  then,  the  great  length  of  time  which 
the  war  has  been  prosecuted,  the  complete  success  wliich 
has  attended  it  in  favor  of  the  provinces,  the  i^resent  con- 
dition of  the  parties,  and  the  utter  inability  of  Spain  to 
produce  any  change  in  it,  we  are  compelled  to  conclude 
that  its  fate  is  settled,  and  that  the  provinces  which  have 
declared  their  independence,  and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  it, 
ought  to  be  recognized." 

"/re  proposing  this  measure,  it  is  not  contemplated  to 
change  thereby  in  the  slightest  manner  our  friendly  rela- 
tions with  either  of  the  puxtiea." 


"  The  measure  is  proposed  under  a  thorough  conviction 
that  it  is  in  strict  accord  with  the  law  of  nations,  and  that 
the  United  States  owe  it  to  their  position  and  character  in 
the  world,  as  well  as  to  their  essential  interests,  to  adopt  it." 

"  Should  Congress  concur  in  the  view  herein  presented, 
they  will  doubtless  see  the  propriety  of  making  the  neces- 
sary appropriations  for  caiTying  it  into  effect." 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  President  Monroe  was  far  from 
countenancing  the  opinion  that  the  form  and  time  in  which 
the  United  States  would  think  it  necessary  to  express 
themselves  on  the  policy  of  the  recognition  is  a  purely 
executive  question,  and  that  he  did  not  think  the  decision  of 
it  constitutional!)/  belongs  not  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, nor  even  to  Congress,  but  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  exclusion  of  Congress.  Had  he  so 
thought,  he  would  have  refused  the  production  of  the  papers, 
as  President  Washington  did  the  diplomatic  instructions 
relative  to  the  English  treaty. 

He  would  have  announced  his  purpose  to  recognize  the 
republics,  and  lett  it  to  Congi-ess  to  provide  for  diplomatic 
intercourse  with  them. 

Far  from  that,  he  proposes  for  their  consideration  the 
policy  of  recognition;  and,  if  they  concur  in  tliat,  askt 
them  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  carry  it  into 
effect. 

He  consulted  the  will  of  the  nation  at  the  mouth  of  Con- 
gress, and  proposed  to  concur  in  its  execution. 

So  Congress  understood  him,  for  the  papers  and  message 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiiiirs.  That 
committee  considered,  iu  an  elaborate  report,  the  question 
of  independence  of  the  republics,  the  policy  and  principles 
involved  in  their  recognition,  and  on  the  "l9th  of  March, 
1822,  they  submitted  it  to  the  House.  It  concluded  as  fol- 
follows: 

"  Your  committee  having  thus  considered  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  them  in  all  its  aspects,  are  unanimously  of  opin- 
ion that  it  is  just  and  expedient  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pemlence  of  tlie  several  nations  of  Spanish  America  without 
any  reference  to  the  diversity  in  the  form  of  their  govern- 
ments; and  iu  accordance  with  this  opinion  they  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  resolutions : 

'^Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in 
the  opinion  expi-essed  by  the  President  in  his  message  of  the 
8th  of  March,  1822,  that  the  American  provinces  of  Spain 
which  have  declared  their  independence,  and  are  in  the  en- 
joyment of  it,  ought  to  be  recognized  by  the  United  States  as 
independent  nations. 

"liesolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing §100,000  to  enable  the  President  to  give  due  effect  to  such 
recognition,." 

It  is,  therefore,  equally  apparent  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  17th  Congress  was  clearly  of  opinion 
with  President  Monroe  that  the  question  of  recognition  was 
not  purely  executive,  but  that  it  constitutionally  belongs  to 
Congress  as  well  as  to  the  President;  that  the  Legislature 
declai-es  tlie  will  of  the  United  States,  which  the  Executive 
gives  effect  to — each  concurring  in  the  act  of  recognition 
according  to  their  respective  constitutional  functions. 

In  obedience  to  that  resolution  the  following  bill,  recog- 
nizing the  new  nation,  was  reported  and  passed  and  ap- 
proved on  the  -Ith  of  May,  1862 : 

"  That  for  such  missions  to  the  independent  nations  on  the 
American  continent  as  the  President  may  deem  proper,  there 
be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding  S100,000, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated." 

The  approval  of  that  law  completed  the  recognition  of 
the  new  nations.  The  sending  ministers  to  some  or  all  of 
them  was  a  matter  of  executive  discretion,  not  at  all  essen- 
tial to  or  connected  with  the  fact  of  recognition.  Ministers 
were  appointed  to  Mexico,  Colombia,  Buenos  Ajtos,  and 
ChiU,  on  the  27th  of  January,  182-3.  None  was  appointed 
to  Peru  till  May,  1826;  yet  it  is  certain  Peru  was  as  much 
recognized  by  the  Uiuted  States  as  the  other  governments 
from  the  ■ith  of  May,  1822. 

This  great  precedent  h;ts  governed  all  that  follow  it. 

The  aclcnowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas 
stands  next  in  our  history.  It  is  a  most  instructive  prece- 
dent, strictly  following  the  forms  observed  respecting  the 
governments  of  Spanish  America. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1836,  on  the  motion  of  Henry  Clay, 
the  Senate  adopted  the  resolution — 

"  That  the  independence  of  Texa.s  ought  to  be  acknowl- 
edged by  the  United  States  whenever  satisfactorj'  informa- 
tion shall  be  received  that  it  has  in  successful  operation  a 
civil  government  capable  of  performing  the  duties  and  ful- 
filling the  obligations  of  an  independent  p§wer." 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1836, 
adopted  a  resolution  in  the  same  words;  and  added  a 
second : 

"  That  the  House  of  Representatives  perceive  with  satis- 
faction that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  adopted 
measui'es  to  ascertain  the  political,  luilitiiry,  and  civil  con- 
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dition  of  Texas." — (Congressional  Globe,  1st  session  24th 
Congress,  pp.  453,  486.) 

Tlijse  resolutions  were  not  formal  acknowledgmtnts  of  a 
government  of  Texas  ;  tbe  report  of  the  Senate  Committee 
showed  the  circumstances  were  not  sufficiently  known  ; 
a-jd-both  Senate  and  House  awaited  further  information  at 
the  bands  of  the  President. 

On  the  2d  December,  while  communicating  tbe  informa- 
tion, President  Jackson  accepted  the  occasion  to  express  to 
Congress  bis  opinion  on  the  subject.  The  following  passa- 
ges are  very  instructive,  touching  the  authority  to  recog- 
uizJ  new  States  : 

"  Nor  has  any  deliberative  inquiry  ever  been  instituted  in 
Con-'rcss,  or  in  any  of  our  legislative  bodies,  as  to  whom 
belonged  the  power  of  recognizing  a  new  State  ;  a  power, 
the  exorcise  of  which  is  equivalent,  under  some  circum- 
stances, to  a  declaration  of  war ;  a  power  nowhere  ex- 
pressly delegated,  and  only  granted  in  the  Constitution, as 
It  H  necessarily  involved  in  some  of  the  great  powers  given 
to  Omgress,  in  that  given  to  the  President  and  Senate  to 
form  treaties  and  to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  public 
ministers,  and  in  that  conferred  on  the  Pre.sident  to  receive 
ministers  from  foreign  nations." 

"  In  the  preamble  to  the  resolntion  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, it  is  distinctly  intimated  that  the  expediency 
of  recognizing  tbe  independence  of  Texas  should  be  left  to 
Vie  decision  of  Coyigrtss.  In  this  view,  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
pediency, I  am  disposed  to  concur;  and  do  not,  therefore, 
think  it  necessary  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  strict 
constitutional  right  of  tbe  Executive,  either  apart  from,  or 
in  conjunction  with,  the  Senate  over  the  subject.  Jt  is  to 
be  presumed  that  on  no  future  occasion  will  a  dispute  arise, 
as  Done  has  heretofore  occurred,  between  the  Etcccutive  and, 
L'gislature  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  recognilicrn.  It 
will  iilways  be  considered  cmtsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  and  rtwst  safe  that  it  should  be  exercised,  when 
probably  leading  to  war,  with  a  previous  understanding 
with  that  body  by  whom  war  can  alone  be  declared,  and  by 
whom  all  the  provisions  for  sustiiining  its  perils  must  be 
furnished.  Its  submission  to  Congress,  which  represents  in 
one  of  its  branches  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  in  the  other 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  where  there  may  be  reason- 
able ground  to  apprehend  so  grave  a  consequence,  would 
certainly  afford  the  fullest  satisfaction  to  our  own  country, 
and  a  perfect  guarantee  to  all  other  countries,  of  the  justice 
ani  prudence  of  the  measures  which  ought  to  be  adopted." 

After  forcibly  stating  why  he  thought  "  we  should  still 
etanil  aloof,"  he  closed  witli  the  following  declaration  : 

"  Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenting  ^vith 
simplicity  and  directness  the  views  which,  after  much  re- 
flection, I  have  been  led  to  take  of  this  important  subject,  I 
have  only  to  add  tbe  expression  of  my  confidence  tliat  if 
Congress  should  differ  with  mo  upon  it,  their  judgment  will 
lie  the  result  of  dispassionate,  prudent,  and  wise  delibera- 
tion ;  with  the  assurance  that,  during  the  short  time  which 
I  shall  continue  connected  with  the  Government,  I  shall 
promptly  and  cordially  unite  with  you  in  such  measures  a.s 
may  be  (loeraed  best  fitted  to  increjiso  the  prosperity  and 
perpetuate  the  peace  of  our  favored  country." 

The  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  and  that  message  of  President  Jaclison, 
leave  no  doul it  that  the  views  which  presided  over  the  re- 
cognition of  the  South  American  Governments  still  pre- 
vailed, and  that  the  President  was  as  far  from  asserting  as 
Congress  from  admitting  that  the  recognition  of  nev/  na- 
tions and  the  foreign  policy  of  the  United  States  is  a  purely 
Executive  question. 

The  independence  of  Texas  was  finally  recognized  in  pur- 
suance of  the  following  enactment  in  tlio  appropriation  bill 
of  the  second  session  of  the  Twenty-i'ourth  Congress  which 
appropriates  money — 

••  For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  diplomatic  agent  to  be 
sent  to  tbe  republic  of  I'exas,  whenever  the  President  of  tlio 
United  States  may  receive  satisfactory  evidence  that  Texas 
is  an  independent  power,  and  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
appomt  such  minister." 

That  law  was  approved  Viy  President  Jackson. 

Nut  only  is  this  exclusive  assumption  without  connte- 
nanee  in  the  early  history  of  the  Republic,  but  it  is  irrecon- 
cilable with  the  mostsolomn  acts  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion. The  independence  of  Hayti  is  nearly  as  old  as  that 
of  the  United  States;  it  antedated  that  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican republics,  and  the  republic  of  Liberia  has  long  been 
recognized  by  European  nations.  Both  were  first  recognized 
by  act  of  Congress,  approved  by  Pi^sident  Lincoln  on  the 
5th  of  July,  1862,  which  enacted— 

"That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  to  appoint  diplomatic  representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  the  republics  of  Hayti  and  Liberia  respect- 
ively. Each  of  the  representatives  so  appointed  shall  be 
accredited  as  commissioner  and  consul  general,  and  shall 
receive  the  compensation  of  commissioners,"  &c.,  «ic. 

That  was  a  formal  recognition  of  those  republics  by  law, 


whether  the  President  sent  diplomatic  representatlTea  o» 
not. 

Quite  in  the  spirit  of  tliese  precedents  is  the  well-consid- 
ered language  of  the  Supreme  Court : 

"  Those  questions  which  respect  the  rights  of  a  part  of  a 
foreign  empire  wiiich  a-sserts  and  is  contending  for  its  in- 
dependence, belong  more  prcjperly  to  those  who  can  declare 
what  the  law  shall  be,  who  can  place  the  nation  in  such  a 
position  with  respect  to  foreign  powers  as  to  their  own 
judgment  shall  appear  wise,  to  whom  are  entrusted  its  for- 
eign relations,  than  to  that  tribunal  whose  pov.  er  as  well 
as  duty  is  confined  to  the  application  of  the  rule  which  tbe 
legislature  may  prescribe  for  it." 

Rut  the  joint  resolution  of  the  4th  of  April  does  more 
than  declare  the  refusal  of  the  United  States  to  recognize  a 
monarchical  usurpation  in  Mexico.  It  declares  a  general 
rule  of  poUcy,  wliich  can  be  authentically  and  authorita- 
tively expressed  only  by  the  body  charged  with  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  the  United  States. 

"  liesohed,  die.  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
are  unwilling,  by  silence,  to  leave  the  nations  of  the  world 
under  the  impression  that  they  are  indifferent  spectators  of 
the  deplorable  events  now  transpiring  in  the  repuljlic  of 
Mexico;  and  they,  therefore,  think  fit  to  dechire  that  it 
does  not  accord  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
acknowledge  a  monarchical  goverrmient  erected  on  the 
ruins  of  any  republican  government  in  America,  under  tbe 
auspices  of  any  European  power." 

Tlie  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  authority,  to 
speak  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  has  never,  before 
the  correspondence  in  question,  been  considered  a  pm'ely 
executive  function. 

The  most  remarkable  declaration  of  this  kind  in  our  his- 
tory, which  events  seem  now  likely  to  make  of  as  grave 
practical  interest  as  when  it  was  uttered,  is  President 
Monroe's  declaration  in  his  message  of  the  2d  Decem- 
ber, 1823 : 

"  With  the  governments  which  have  declared  their  inde- 
pendence and  maintained  it,  and  whose  independence  we 
have,  after  great  consideration  and  on  just  principles 
acknowledged,  we  could  not  view  any  interposition,  for  the 
purpose  of  oppressing  them  or  controlling  in  any  other 
manner  their  destiny  by  any  European  power,  in  any  other 
light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  unfriendly  disposition 
toward  the  United  States." 

Rut  though  always  the  accurate  expression  of  the  feelings 
of  the  American  people,  it  was  not  regarded  as  the  settled 
policy  of  the  nation,  because  not  formally  declared  by  Con- 
gress. Ry  the  administration  of  President  John  Quincy 
Adams,  wliich  followed,  it  was  treated  .as  merely  an  execu- 
tive expression  on  behalf  of  the  people,  which  Congress 
alone  could  elevate  to  the  dignity  of  a  national  policy  by 
its  formal  adoption. 

In  1826,  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  minister  to  Mexico,  having  nsed 
language  Bupposed  to  commit  the  United  States  to  that 
policy  in  behalf  of  Mexico,  a  resolution  was  promptly  in- 
troduced into  the  House  of  Representatives  and  adopted  on 
the  27th  of  March,  1820— 

"That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  inquire  and  re- 
port to  this  House  upon  what  authority,  if  any,  tlie  minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  to  the  Mexican  republic,  in  his  offi- 
cial character,  declared  to  the  plenipotentiary  of  that  gov- 
ernment that  the  United  States  have  pledged  themselves 
not  to  permit  any  other  power  than  Spain  to  interfere 
either  with  their  (the  South  American  republics)  inde- 
pendence, or  form  of  government,"  &c.,  &c. — 2  Cong.  Deb., 
19th  Con.,  1st  sess.,  p.  1820.) 

Mr.  Poinsett  hastened  to  explain  by  his  letter  of  the  6tb 
of  May,  1S'J6.  to  Henry  Clay,  then  Secretary  of  State: 

"  I  cannot  rest  satisfied  without  stating  explicitly  that,  in 
the  observations  I  made  during  my  conference  with  the 
Mexican  plenipotentiaries,  I  alluded  only  to  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress  in  1823. 

"  That  message,  dictated,  in  my  opinion,  by  the  soundes 
policy,  h.as  been  regarded  both  in  Europe  and  America  as  a 
solemn  declaration  of  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  Exec- 
utive of  tbe  United  States,  and  I  have  always  considered 
that  lieclaratlon  as  a  pledge,  so  far  forth  as  tbe  language  of 
tbe  President  can  pledge  the  nation,  to  defend  the  new 
American  republics  from  the  attacks  of  any  of  tbe  powem 
of  Europe  other  than  Spain.  T\xa.t  the  peopU  of  the  United 
States  are  not  bound  by  any  declarations  of  the  Executive  M 
known  and  understo'xl  as  well  in  Mexico,  where  the  govern- 
ment is  modelled  on  our  own  political  institutions,  as  in  tite 
United  States  themselves.  But  in  order  to  correct  any  er- 
roneous impressions  these  words  might  have  made  on  the 
minds  of  the  Mexican  plenipotentiaries,  I  e.xiilained  to 
them  in  the  course  of  our  conference  this  morning  their 
precise  meaning:  that  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe  in  his 
message  01  1823,  to  which  I  bad  alluded,  indicated  "niy  the 
course  of  policy  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  waa 
disposed  to  pursue  towards  these  countries,  but  ivas  not 
binding  on  the  nation  unless  sanctioned  tn/ Vie  Congress  of 
the   United  iitaUs;  and  when  I  spoke  of  the  United  titaUM 
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having  pledged  tliomselves  not  to  permit  any  other  power 
that!  !?piiin  to  interfere  with  tlio  imlependence  or  form  of 
governinoiit  of  the  American  republics,  I  meant  only  to 
alliule  to  the  above-cited  declaration  of  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States  in  his  message  of  1823,  and  to  nothing  more." 
This  explanation  is  the  more  significant  from  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Clay's  instructions  to  Mr.  Poinsett  directed  him  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  government  the  mes- 
sage of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  to  their 
Congress  on  the  '2i\  of  December,  1S23,  asserting  certain 
important  principles  of  intercontinental  law  iu  the  rela- 
tions of  Enrope  and  America;  and,  after  stating  and  en- 
larging on  them,  Mr.  Clay  proceeds :  "  Both  principles  were 
laid  down  after  much  and  anxious  deliberation  on  the  p.irt 
of  the  late  administration.  Tlie  I^esidcnt,  who  Ihejiforimd 
a  port  of  it,  continues  enfireJy  to  coincide  in  both,  and  you 
will  urge  upon  the  government  of  Mexico  the  propriety 
and  expediency  of  asserting  the  same  principles  on  all  proper 
occasions." 

And  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  intpiiry  of  the  27th  of 
March,  Mr.  Clay  accompanied  his  insti'uctions  with  the  de- 
claration— entirely  iu  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter — 
'•that  the  United  States  have  contracted  no  engagement, 
nor  tnade  any  pledge  to  the  governments  of  Mexico  and 
South  America,  or  either  of  them,  that  the  United  States 
would  not  permit  the  interference  of  any  foreign  power 
with  the  independence  or  form  of  government  of  those 
nations.       ********* 

"If,  indeed,  an  attempt  by  force  had  been  made  by  allied 
Enrope  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  southern  nations  on 
this  continent,  and  to  erect  iqion  the  ruin.-<  of  their  fire  in- 
ititutions  monarchical  systems,  the  peojde  of  the  United 
States  would  have  stood  pledged,  in  tlie  opini'ii  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, not  to  any  foreign  State,  but  to  themselves  and  their 
posterity,  by  their  dearest  interests  and  highest  duties,  to 
resist  to  the  utmost  such  attempt;  and  it  is  to  a  pledge  of 
that  character  that  Mr.  Poinsett  above  refers." — (2  Cong. 
Debates,  19tli  Congress,  1st  session,  App.  83,  8i.) 

Such  were  the  views  of  the  administration  of  President 
Jfdiri  Qnincy  Adams,  whose  Secretary  of  State  was  Henry 
Clay,  and  whose  minister  to  Mexico  was  Mr.  Poinsett,  upon 
the  supremacy  of  the  legislature  in  declaring  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  United  States,  the  diplomatic  execution  and 
conduct  of  which  is  confided  to  the  President. 

It  is  impossible  to  condense  the  elaborate  message  of 
President  Adams  of  the  15th  of  March,  182G,  dedicated  to 
persuading  Congress  to  concur  in  and  sanction  the  Panama 
mission ;  but  that  message  and  the  great  debate  which  con- 
sumed the  session  in  both  Houses  are  unmeaning  on  the 
assumptions  of  this  correspondence  with  the  French  gov- 
ernment; and  the  consideration  and  approval  of  its  recom- 
mendations elevate  President  Monroe's  declaration  to  the 
dignity  and  authority  of  the  policy  of  the  nation  solemnly 
and  legally  proclaimed  by  Congress. 

That  message  was  in  reply  to  a  resolution  requesting  the 
President  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  "  in  re- 
gard to  what  objects  the  agents  of  the  United  States  are 
expected  to  take  part  in  the  deliberations  of  that  congress" 
—of  I'anama. 

Among  the  subjects  of  deliberation,  the  President  enu- 
merated the  declaration  of  President  Monroe  above  quoted 
and  on  that  topic  said : 

"  Most  of  the  new  American  republics  have  declared  their 
entire  assent  to  them;  and  they  now  propose,  among  the 
subjects  of  consideration  at  Panama,  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  means  of  malcivg  efectual  the  assertion  of  that 
principle  as  well  sis  the  means  ofresistin/j  interference  from 
abroad  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  American  gov- 
ernments. 

"  In  alluding  to  these  means,  it  would  obviously  be  pre- 
mature at  this  time  to  anticipate  that  which  is  offered 
merely  as  matter  for  consultutiou,  or  to  prfmounce  upon 
th<ise  measures  which  have  been  or  may  be  suggested  The 
purpose  of  this  government  is  to  concur  in  none  which 
would  import  hostility  to  Europe,  or  justly  excite  resent- 
ment ill  any  of  her  ^^tates.  Should  it  be  deemed  advisable 
to  contract  any  conventional  engagement  on  lliis  topic,  our 
views  woiilil  exteud  no  further  than  to  a  mutual  pledge  of 
the  parties  to  the  compact,  to  maintain  the  principle  in  ap- 
plication to  its  own  territory,  and  to  permit  no  colonial 
lodgments  or  establishments  of  European  jurisdiction  upon 
its  own  soil;  and  with  respect  to  the  obtiusive  interference 
from  abroad,  if  the  future  char.icter  may  b^'  infeired  from 
that  which  has  been,  and  perhaps  still  is,  exercised  in  more 
than  one  of  the  new  States,  a  joint  declaration  nf  its  char- 
acter and  exposure  of  it  to  the  world  would  Ue  probably  all 
that  the  occasion  woubi  require. 

"  Whether  the  United  states  should  or  should  not  bo 
parties  t(i  such  a  declaration  may  justly  firm  a  pait  of  the 
deliberation.  That  there  is  an  evil  lo  be  remedied  needs 
little  insiglit  into  the  secret  history  of  late  years  tu  kcow, 
and  tiiat  this  remedy  may  best  be  considered  at  the  Panama 
meeting  deserves  at  least  the  experiment  of  consideration." 
Upon  this  message,  after  elab.irate  debates,  Congress 
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passed  in  May  an  appropriation  "  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  appointment  of  a  mission  to  the  congress  of  Panama ;" 
and  tlie  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  appointed  ministers  to  that  congress,  and  fur- 
nislied  tlieni  with  instructions  iu  conformity  with  the  mes- 
sage, and  in  execution  of  the  policy  approved  bj'Congress. 
Accident  and  delays  prevented  tlie  arrival  of  our  mission 
before  the  dissolution  of  the  congress ;  but  President  Adams 
thought  the  gravity  of  the  precedent  justified  him  in  com- 
municating to  Congress,  in  1829,  Mr.  Clay's  instructions  to 
the  ministers  for  our  information;  and  the  precedent  re- 
mains, forever  to  vindicate  the  authority  of  Congress  to  de- 
clare and  present  the  foreign  policy  of  the  United  States. 

The  great  name  of  Daniel  Webster  is  justly  considered 
authoritative  on  any  question  of  constitutional  power;  and 
in  that  debate,  when  the  enemies  of  the  Administrati(m 
strove  to  insert  particular  instructions  to  the  diplomatic 
agents  sent  to  that  congress,  he  clearly  defined  the  limits  of 
executive  and  congressional  authority,  in  declaring  the 
policy  and  conducting  the  negotiations  to  effectuate  it. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1826,  he  is  reported  to  have  said  in 
the  House  of  Representatives : 

"  He  would  ask  two  questions  :  First,  Does  not  the  Con- 
stitution vest  the  power  of  the  Executive  in  the  President? 
Second,  Is  not  the  giving  of  instructions  to  ministers  abroad 
an  exercise  of  Executive  power?  Why  should  we  take  this 
responsibility  on  ourselves?  He  denied  that  the  President 
had  devolved,  or  could  devolve,  his  own  constitutional  re- 
sponsibility, or  any  part  ofit,  on  this  House.  The  President 
liad  sent  this  subject  to  the  House  for  its  concurrence,  by 
voting  the  necessary  appropriation.  Beyond  this  the  House 
was  not  called  on  to  act.  We  might  refuse  the  appropria- 
tion if  we  saw  fit,  but  we  had  not  the  power  to  make  our 
vote  conditional,  and  to  attach  instructions  to  it. 

"  There  was  a  way,  indeed,  in  wliich  this  House  might 
express  its  opinion  iu  regard  to  foreign  politics.  That  is  by 
resolution.  He  agreed  entirely  with  the  gentleman  that,  if 
the  House  were  of  opinion  that  a  wrong  course  was  given  to 
our  foreign  relations,  it  ought  to  say  so,  and  say  so  by  soma 
measure  that  should  affect  the  whole,  and  not  a  part,  of  our 
diplomatic  intercourse.  It  ought  to  control  all  missions, 
and  not  one  only. 

"  There  was  no  reason  why  the  ministers  to  Panama 
should  act  under  these  restrictions  that  did  not  equally  ap- 
ply to  other  diplomatic  agents — for  example,  to  our  minis- 
ter at  Colombia,  Mexico,  or  other  new  States.  A  resolution 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  House  would,  on  the  con- 
trary, lead  to  instructions  to  be  given  to  them  all.  A  reso- 
lution teas,  therefore,  the  regular  mode  of  proceeding.  We 
saw,  for  instance,  looking  at  these  documents,  that  our 
government  had  declared  to  some  of  the  governments  of 
Europe,  perhaps  it  has  declared  to  all  the  principal  powers, 
that  we  could  not  consent  to  the  transfer  of  Cuba  to  any 
European  power.  No  doubt  the  executive  government  can 
maintain  that  ground  only  so  long  as  it  receives  the  appro- 
bation and  support  of  Congress.  If  Congress  be  of  opinion 
that  this  course  of  policy  is  wrong,  then  he  agreed  it  w<uj 
in  the  power,  and,  he  thouglit,  indeed,  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  interfere  and  to  express  dissent.  If  the  amendment  now 
(ilfercd  prevailed,  ttie  djclaralioas  so  distinctly  made  oa 
lh,s  point  0  juld  not  be  reported,  under  any  circumstances, 
at  Panama ;  but  they  might,  nevertheless,  be  reported  any 
where  and  everywhere  else.  Therelbre,  if  we  dissent  Irom 
this  opinion,  that  dissenlshould  be  declared  by  resolution, 
and  that  wouid  change  the  whole  course  of  our  diplomatic 
correspondence  on  that  subject  in  all  places.  If  any  gen- 
tleman thinks,  therefore,  that  we  ought  to  take  no  measure, 
under  anv  circurastances,  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  Cuba 
into  the  hands  of  any  government,  European  or  American, 
let  him  bring  forward  his  resolution  to  that  effect.  If  it 
should  pass,  it  will  effectually  prevent  the  repetition  of 
such  declarations  as  have  been  made. "—(2  Cong.  Debates, 
19th  Congress,  1st  session,  pp,  2021,2022.) 

This  view  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  at  once  the 
just  view  and  the  traditional  practice  of  the  government; 
the  will  of  the  people  expressed  in  the  legislative  form  by 
the  legislative  power  can  declare  authoritatively  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  nation  ;  to  the  President  is  committed  the 
diplomatic  measures  for  effecting  it. 

The  constitutional  authority  of  Congress  over  the  foreign 
relat  ons  of  the  United  States  can  hardly  be  considered  an 
open  question,  after  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  Mr.  Sen- 
ator Sumner,  adopted  in  the  last  Congress,  it  is  believed,  at 
the  suggestion,  ccrtomly  with  the  approval  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  by  him  officially  notified  to  foreign  gDvernmenis, 
as  the  most  authentic  and  authoritative  expression  of  the 
national  will  respecting  intervention,  mediation,  and  every 
oth  T  form  of  fOieign  intrusion  into  the  doiflestic  struggle 
m  the  United  State's. 

The  committee  are  not  inclined  to  discuss  theoretically 
questions  of  relative  |iovrer.  The  Constitution  is  a  practical, 
and  not  a  theoretical  instrument.  It  has  been  adminis- 
tered and  construed  by  men  of  practical  sagacity,  and  in 
their  hands  the  voice  of  the  people  has  been  heard  authori- 
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tnti  vely  in  the  executive  cbamber,  on  the  conduct  of  foreign 
afl'airs. 

But  this  con-espondeuce  requires  ns  to  say,  that  in  view 
of  the  Iiistoric  preeedents,  it  is  not  a  purely  executive  ques- 
tiiiii  whether  the  United  States  would  think  it  necessary  to 
express  themselves  in  the  form  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Rejiresentatives  at  this  time;  it  does  belong  to  Congress  to 
d>-clare  and  decide  on  the  foreign  policy  of  the  United 
gtiites,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  give  effect  to 
that  policy  by  means  of  the  diplomatic  negotiations,  or 
military  power  if  it  be  authorized. 

The  President  is  not  less  bound  to  execute  the  national 
will  expressed  by  law  in  its  foreign  than  in  its  domestic 
ciiucerns. 

The  President  appoints  all  officers  of  the  United  States, 
but  their  duties  are  reg'.dated,  not  by  his  will,  but  by  law. 
lie  is  the  coii)ni;inder  of  the  army  and  navy,  but  he  has  no 
power  to  use  it  except  when  the  law  points  out  the  occa- 
sion and  the  object.  Ho  appoints  foreign  ministers,  but 
noithor  in  this  case  arethey,  by  reason  of  their  appointment, 
anything  but  the  ministers  of  the  law.  If  it  be  true  that 
the  ;ippoiutment  of  an  ambassador  to  a  nation  implies  the 
recognition  of  the  nation,  it  is  just  as  sound  logic  to  argue 
tliat  none  can  bo  ap])ointed  to  a  nation  that  does  not  exist 
by  the  recognition  of  Congress,  as  that  the  President  can 
re<J0gnize  alone,  because  he  can  appoint. 

But  we  prefer  to  waive  the  question.  We  are  anxious  not 
to  depart  from  tlie  approved  p  ecedeuts  of  our  history.  Our 
desu'e  is  to  preserve,  not  to  change.  We  will  not  inquire 
what  would  bo  the  elToct  of  a  recognition  of  a  new  nation 
by  the  President  against  the  will  ot  Congress.  We  prefer 
to  indulge  the  hope  so  wisely  expressed  by  President  Jack- 
gun,  that  "it  is  to  be  presumed  that  on  no  future  occasion 
will  a  dis  aite  arise,  as  none  has  heretofore  occurred,  be- 
tween the  Executive  and  Legislature  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  recognition." 

Hitherto  new  nations,  new  powers,  have  always  been 
recognized  upon  considtation  and  concurrence  of  the  exec- 
utive and  legislative  departments,  and  on  the  most  impor- 
tant occasions  by  and  in  pursuance  of  law  in  the  particular 
ca.'^es. 

Clianges  of  ihe  person  or  dynasty  of  rulers  of  recognized 
powers,  which  created  no  new  power,  have  not  been  ti  cated 
always  with  the  same^  formality  ;  but  usually  the  general 
law  i)roviding  f  r  diplomatic  intercourse  with  the  power 
whose  internal  administration  had  changed  remained  ou 
fno  statute  book  and  conferred  a  plenary  discretion  on  the 
President,  under  the  sanction  of  which  he  has  accredited 
ministers  to  the  new  possessors  of  power.  It  is  not  known 
th:;t  hitherto  the  President  has  ever  undertaken  to  recog- 
nize a  new  nation  or  a  new  power  not  before  known  to  the 
hist'jry  of  the  world,  and  not  before  acknowledged  by  the 
Uuitcd  States,  without  the  previous  authority  of  Congress. 

It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  the  new  view  of  the  ex- 
ecutive authority  should  have  been  announced  to  a  foreign 
government,  the  tendency  of  which  was  to  diminish  the 
force  and  effect  of  the  legislative  expression  of  what  is  ad- 
milted  to  be  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  by  denying  the  authority  of  Congress  to 
pronounce  it. 

Of  the  prudence  of  that  expression  at  this  time  Congress 
is  the  best  and  only  judge  under  the  forms  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  Presideut  has  no  right  to  influence  it  otherwise 
than  in  the  constitutional  expression  of  his  assent  or  his 
dissent  when  presented  to  him  for  his  c-ousideration. 

It  is  vain  to  suppose  that  such  a  declaration  increases  the 
danger  of  war  with  France.  The  Kmperor  of  the  French 
will  ma:.e  war  on  the  United  States  when  it  suits  his  con- 
Tenience,  and  it  can  bo  done  without  danger  to  his  dynas- 
tic intoresis.  Till  then,  in  the  absence  of  wrong  or  insult 
on  oar  part,  there  will  be  no  war.  When  that  time  arrives 
we  shall  have  war,  no  matter  how  meek,  inoflfensive,  or  pu- 
„  sillanimous  our  conduct  may  be,  for  cur  sin  is  our  freedom 
and  oiu-  power,  and  the  only  safety  of  monarchical,  impe- 
rial, aristocratic,  or  despotic  rule,  lies  in  our  failure  or  our 
ovci'thiow. 

It  postpones  the  inevitable  day  to  be  ready  and  powerful 
at  home,  and  to  express  our  resolution  not  to  recognize  acts 
of  violence  to  republican  neighbors  on  our  borders  perpe- 
trated to  our  injury.  That  declaration  will  encourage  the 
republicans  of  America,  to  resist  and  endure,  and  not  to 
submit.  It  13  not  perceived  how  an  attack  ou  the  United 
Stales  can  |)romote  the  establishment  of  a  monarch  in  Mex- 
ico. It  might  seriously  injure  us,  but  it  would  be  an  addi- 
tional obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  enterprise. 
It  is  foriunate  that  events  in  Eunpo,  in  great  measure, 
embarrass  any  further  warlike  enterprise  on  this  continent, 
and  the  ruler  who  has  not  thought  fit  to  mingle  in  the 
Btrife  of  Poland  or  SchleswigHolstein  will  hardly  venture 
to  provoke  a  war  with  the  United  States. 

Tlie  committee  are  content  to  bide  their  time,  confident 
til  th-'  fortune  and  fortitude  of  the  Amer  icau  people,  but  re- 
solved nut  to  encourage  by  a  weak   silence  complications 


with  foreign  powers  inimical  t')  our  greatness  and  safety, 
which,  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Webster,  "a  firm  and  timely 
assertion  of  what  we  hold  to  becur  own  rights  and  ourown 
inten-sts  would  strongly  tend  to  avert." 

The  committee  recouimendthe  adoption  of  the  following 
resolu'iou  : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  has  a  constitutional  right  to  aD 
authoritative  voice  ia  de  ;lariugand  prescribing  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  United  States,  as  well  in  the  recognition  of 
new  powers  as  in  other  matters  ;  and  it  is  the  constitutional 
duty  of  the  President  to  respect  that  policy,  not  less  in  di- 
plomatic negotiations  than  in  tlio  use  of  the  national  force 
when  authorized  by  law  ;  niid  the  propriety  of  any  declan*- 
tion  of  foreign  policy  by  Congress,  is  sulficieutly  proved  by 
the  vote  which  pronounces  it ;  and  such  proposition  vvhil' 
pending  and  undetei  mined  is  not  a  fit  topic  of  diplomat! 
explanation  with  any  lorcign  power. 

FRANCE,   MEXICO,   AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Courier  du  Dimanche,  of  Paris,  publishes 
a  circular  letter  addressed  by  M.  Urouyn  de 
I'Huys,  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affixira, 
to  the  agents  of  the  Empire  abroad,  respecting 
the  relation  of  France  to  the  American  Govern- 
ment. This  letter  is  a  sequel  to  the  correspond- 
ence between  Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Dayton  with 
regard  to  the  Mexican  question,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Paris,  May  7, 1864. — Mr.  Dayton  has  called  on  me  to 
read  to  me  a  despatch  addressed  to  him  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  Union,  in  order  to  define  the  responsibility 
of  the  Government  of  Washington,  and  to  show  that  a 
vote  of  the  House  of  Kepresontatives,  or  of  the  Senate,  or 
even  of  the  two  Houses,  while  it  naturally  recommends 
itself  to  the  attention  of  the  Government,  did  not  oblige  it 
to  modify  its  i)olicy  and  take  from  it  its  liberty  of  action. 

Mr.  Seward  sises  no  reason  to  follow  in  the  Mexican  que* 
tion  a  line  of  conduct  other  than  that  which  he  had  adopted 
heretofore;  and  if  his  disposition  should  happell  to  be  mod- 
ified, we  should  be  directly  and  in  good  time  informed  of 
this  resolution  and  its  motives. 

I  have  replied  to  Mr.  Dayton  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  of  the  Emperor,  nothing  could  justify  this 
change  ;  that  our  coiilideuce  in  the  wisdom  and  enlighterv- 
mcut  of  the  American  Cabinet  was  too  great  to  permit  us 
to  suppose  it  to  have  any  idea  of  compromising,  by  thought- 
less action,  the  true  interests  of  the  tfuited  States. 

While  expressing  to  Mr.  Dayton  the  entire  satisfaction 
whioh  the  assurances  he  w.is  charged  with  giving  to  iia 
caused  to  the  governmeut  of  the  Emperor,  I  added  that  I 
thought,  in  effect,  that,  even  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
United  States,  the  choice  would  not  be  doubtful  between 
the  establishment  in  Mexico  of  a  stable  and  regular  govw 
erument,  and  the  perpetuation  of  an  anarchy  of  which 
they  had  been  the  first  to  suffer  and  to  point  out  the  great 
inconvenience. 

The  reorganization  of  a  vast  country  which,  after  the 
restoration  of  order  and  security,  is  expected  to  play  an 
important  economical  ])art  in  the  world,  would  be  for  the 
United  States  especially  a  real  source  of  advantage,  sincu 
it  would  open  a  new  market  to  them  from  which  they,  be- 
cause<if  their  proximity,  would  profit  more  than  others. 

The  prosperity  of  Mexico  would  therefore  agree  with 
their  rightly  understood  interests,  and  I  certainly  do  not 
believe  that  the  Government  of  Washington  could  misun- 
derstand  this  truth. 

DROUYN  DE  L'HUYS, 

The  Arguelles  Case. 

1864,  May  28 — In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Tohnson 
offered  this  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate,  if  he  shall  not  deem  it  incompatible  with  the  pub- 
lic interest,  whether  he  has,  and  when,  authorized  a  person 
alleged  to  have  committed  a  crime  against  Spain  or  any  ot 
its  dependencies,  to  lie  delivered  up  to  oiiiceis  of  that  gov- 
ernment; and  whether  such  delivery  was  had ;  and  if  so, 
under  what  authority  of  law  or  treaty  it  was  done. 

May  31 — The  President  transmitted  a  reply 
covering  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  other  documents,  by  which  it  appears  that 
Don  Josfe  Augustin  Arguelles,  an  officer  in  the 
Spanish  army  in  Cuba,  had  captured  a  slav'e 
expedition,  while  he  was  acting  as  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  district  of  Colon,  in  Cuba.  It 
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was  subsequently  discovered  that  he  had,  with 
ihc  connivance  of  the  curate  of  Colon,  made 
representations  to  the  Spanish  Government 
that  one  hundred  and  forty-one  of  the  recap- 
tured negroes  had  died  of  small-pox,  though, 
in  fact,  he  had  sold  them  into  slavery,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  escaping  to  the  United  States,  where 
he  was  arrested  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  and  surrendered  to  the  Cuban  authori- 
ties. 

In  explanation  of  this  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  reports  as  follows  : 

Department  of  State, 

Wasuixgton,  May  30,  1S&4. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  w as  rofened  the  resolu- 
tiou  of  the  Senate  of  the  2Sth  iustant,  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent to  inform  that  body,  ''if  lie  shall  not  deem  it  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  whether  he  has,  and  when, 
authorized  a  person,  alleged  to  have  committed  a  crime 
against  Spain,  or  any  of  its  dependencies,  to  bo  delivered 
up  to  uflicers  of  that  government ;  and  whether  such  deliv- 
ery was  hatl ;  and  if  so,  under-  what  authorily  of  law  or  of 
treaty  it  w;is  done,"  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Presi- 
rtent  a  copy  of  the  papers  which  are  on  file  or  on  record  in 
tills  department  relative  to  the  subject  of  the  resolution. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  tho  loth  of  May,  1820,  the  Af- 
rican slave  trade  is  declared  to  be  piracy. 

By  the  uuilh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1842  with  Great 
Britain,  it  is  stipulated  that,  "  ^yhereas,  notwithstanding  all 
efiorts  which  may  be  made  on  the  Cuust  of  Africa  for  suii- 
pressing  the  slave  trade,  the  facilities  lor  carrying  on  that 
traffic,  and  avoiding  the  vigilance  of  cruisers,  b,  thefraud- 
nli.tit  use  of  flags  and  other  means,  are  so  great, and  the 
temputions  for  pursuing  it,  while  a  market  can  be  found 
for  slaves,  so  strong,  as  that  the  desired  result  may  be 
long  delayed,  unless  all  markets  be  shut  against  the  pur- 
chase of  African  negroes,  the  parties  to  this  treaty  agree 
that  they  will  unite  m  all  becoming  representations  and  re- 
monstrances with  any  and  all  powers  within  whose  domin- 
ions such  markets  are  allowed  to  exist,  and  that  they  will 
urge  upon  all  such  powers  the  propriety  and  duty  of  closing 
such  markets  effectually  at  once  and  forever." 

There  being  no  treaty  of  extradition  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  nor  any  act  of  Congress  directing  how 
fugitives  from  justice  in  Spanish  dominions  shall  be  de- 
livered up,  the  extradition  in  the  case  referred  to  in  the 
resolution  of  tho  Senate  is  undei  stood  by  this  department 
to  have  been  made  in  virtue  of  the  law  of  nations  and  tho 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Although  there  is  a  conflict  of  authorities  concerning  the 
expediency  of  exercising  comity  towards  a  foreign  govern- 
ment by  surrendering,  at  its  request,  one  of  its  own  sub- 
jects charged  with  the  commission  of  crime  within  its 
territory,  and  although  it  may  be  conceded  that  there  is  no 
national  obligation  to  make  such  a  surrender  upon  a  de- 
mand therefor,  unless  it  is  acknowledged  by  treaty  or  by 
Statute  law,  yet  a  nation  is  never  bound  to  furnish  asylum 
to  daugerous  criminals  who  are  offenders  against  the  hu- 
man race  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  if  In  any  case  the  comity 
could  with  propriety  bo  practiced,  the  one  which  is  uudor- 
Btood  to  have  called  forth  the  resolution  furnished  a  just 
occasion  for  its  exercise. 

Respectfully  submitted.  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

To  the  PREsroENT. 

Upon  the  arrival  at  Havana  of  the  fugitive 
Arguelles,  General  Dulce,  the  Captain-General 


of  Cuba,  addressed  to  the  Spanish  minister  at 
Wasliington  the  foUov.ing  note  : 

Most  Excellent  Sir  :  My  aide-de-camp,  with  the  person 
expected,  arrived  in  the  steamer  Eagle. 

I  request  your  excellency  to  render  thanks  In  my  name 
to  BIr.  Seward  for  the  service  which  he  has  rendered  to 
humanity  by  furnishing  the  medium  through  which  a  great 
number  of  human  beings  will  obtain  their  freedom,  whom 
the  desertion  of  the  person  referred  to  would  have  reduced 
to  slavery.  Ills  presence  alone  in  this  island  a  very  few 
hours  has  given  liberty  to  eighty-six. 

I  also  render  thanks  to  your  excellence  for  the  efEciency 
of  your  action. 

God  preser\'e  your  excellency  many  years. 

DOJIINGO  DULCE. 

Havana,  May  19, 1864. 

Murray,  United  States  Marshal  for  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York,  was  indicted 
by  the  grand  jury  for  the  arrest  of  Arguelles, 
on  a  charge  of  kidnapping,  and  the  matter 
came  up  before  the  General  Sessions  in  New 
York,  upon  a  petition  of  the  counsel  for  de- 
fendant to  transfer  the  case  to  the  United  States 
District  Court,  on  the  ground  that  under  the 
act  of  Congress  passed  March  3,  1863,  relating 
to  habeas  corpus,  &c.,  any  ofBcer  of  the  Federal 
Government,  exposed  to  criminal  prosecution, 
might  remove  the  case  in  the  Federal  courts 
by  filing  a  petition  setting  forth  that  the  of- 
fence charged  was  done  by  the  authority  of  the 
President  or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

July  6 — Judge  Russell  and  Recorder  Hoff- 
mann concurring,  decided  that  the  petition  to 
remove  the  case  to  the  United  States  courts 
must  be  denied,  the  State  courts  having  juris- 
diction thereof.  The  counsel  for  the  defence 
then  made  a  motion  to  quash  the  indictment. 

IN  HOUSE. 

June  6 — Mr.  Cox  offered  this  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  extradition  of  a  Spanish  sub- 
ject, by  tho  action  of  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  absence  of  a  law  or  treaty  on  the  subject, 
was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  in  derogation  of  the  right  of  asylum, 
which  has  ever  been  a  distinguishing  feature  of  our  politi- 
cal system. 

The  House  refused  to  second  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question — yeas  38,  nays  57. 

It  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary — yeas  72,  nays  43.    The  Nays  were — 

Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin, 
Bliss,  James  S.  Brown,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Daioson, 
Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Pinck,  Gansnn,  Har- 
ding, Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Holman,  Hutchins, 
William  Johnson,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond, 
Long,  Mallcfry,  Marcy,  McDowell,  James  R.  Morris,  Mor- 
rison, Pendleton,  Perry,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Scott, 
Strouse,  Wadsworth,  Wneeler,  ChiUon  A.  White,  Joseph  W. 
While— io. 
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Our  Financial  Legislation. 

The  financial  legislation  has  been  as  follows  : 
1860,  December  17— Authorized  an  issue  of  §10,000,000  in 
Treasuet  notes,  to  be  redeemed  after  the  expiration  of  one 
year  from  the  date  of  issue,  and  bearing  such  a  rate  of  in- 
terest as  may  be  offered  by  the  lowest  bidders.  Authority 
was  given  to  issue  these  notes  in  payment  of  warrants  in 
favor  of  public  creditors  at  their  par  value,  bearing  six  per 
cent,  interest  per  annum. 

1561,  February  8— Authorized  a  loan  of  S25,000.000,  bear- 
ing interestat  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  reimbursable  within  a  period  not  beyond  twenty  years 
nor  less  than  ten  years.  This  loan  was  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  current  expenses,  and  was  to  be  awarded  to  the 
most  favorable  bidders. 

March  2 — Authorized  a  loan  of  §10,000,000,  bearing  inter- 
est at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  re- 
imbursable after  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  July  1, 
1861.  In  case  proposals  for  tho  loan  were  not  acceptable, 
authority  was  given  to  issue  the  whole  amount  in  TREAStjnr 
NOTES,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  per  cent, 
per  annum.  Authority  was  also  given  to  substitute  Treas- 
ury XOTES  for  the  whole  or  any  part  of  tho  loans  for  which 
the  Secretary  was  by  law  authorized  to  contract  and  issue 
bonds,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  such  treas- 
ury notes  were  to  be  made  receivable  in  payment  of  all  pub- 
lic dues,  and  redeemable  at  any  time  within  two  years  from 
March  2, 1861. 

March  2 — Authorized  an  issue,  should  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  deem  it  expedient,  of  §2,500,000  in  coupon 
BONT)S,  bearing  interest  at  tho  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  redeemable  in  twenty  years,  for  the  payment  of 
expenses  incurred  by  the  Territories  of  Washington  and 
Oregon  in  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  during  the 
years  1855-'o6. 

July  17— Authorized  a  loan  of  5250,000,000,  for  which 
couM  be  issued  bonds  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceed- 
ing 7  per  cent,  per  annum,  irredeemable  for  twenty  years, 
and  after  that  redeemable  at  tho  pleasure  of  the  United 
States. 

Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  7.30  per 
cent,  per  annum,  payable  three  years  after  date;  and 

United  States  n.ites  without  interest,  payable  on  demand, 
to  tho  extent  of  800,000,000.  (Increased  by  act  of  February 
12,  1S62,  to  §60,000,000.) 

The  bonds  and  treasury  notes  to  be  issued  in  such  pro- 
portions of  each  as  tho  Secretary  may  deem  advisable. 

August  5 — Authorized  an  issue  of  bonds  bearing  6  per 
cent,  interest  per  annum,  and  payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
United  States  after  twenty  years  from  date,  which  may  be 
issued  in  exchange  for  7.30  tre;isury  notes;  but  no  such 
bonds  to  be  issued  for  a  less  sum  than  §500,  and  the  whole 
amount  of  such  bonds  not  to  exceed  the  whole  amount  of 
7..30  tre.isury  notes  issued. 

1562,  February  2.5— Authorized  the  issue  of  §150.000,000 
in  Ugal  tender  United  Slates  notes,  §50,000,000  of  which  to 
be  in  lieu  of  demand  notes  issued  underactof  July  17,1861, 
§500.000,000  in  6  percent,  bcmds,  redeemable  after  five  years, 
and  payable  twenty  years  from  date,  which  may  be  ex- 
changed for  United  States  notes,  and  a  temporary  loan  of 
§25,000,000  in  United  States  notes  for  not  less  than  thirty 
days,  payable  after  ten  days'  notice  at  5  per  cent,  interest 
per  annum. 

March  17 — Authorized  an  increase  of  temporary  loans  of 
§20,000,000,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  5  per 
cent,  per  anninn. 

July  11 — Authorized  a  further  increase  of  temporary 


LOANS  of  §50,000,000,  making  the  whole  amount  authoi 
$100,000,000. 

March  1 — Authorized  an  issue  of  certificates  op  indebt- 
edness, payable  one  year  from  date,  in  settlement  of  audited 
claims  against  the  Government.  Interest  6  per  cent  per 
annum,  payable  in  gold  on  those  issued  prior  to  March  4, 
1863,  and  in  lawful  currency  on  those  issued  on  and  after 
that  date.    Amount  of  issue  not  specified. 

1862,  July  11 — Authorized  an  additional  issue  of  $150,000,- 
000  kgal  tender  notes,  §35,000,000  of  which  might  be  in  de- 
nominations less  than  five  dollars.  Fifty  million  dollars  of 
this  issue  to  be  reserved  to  pay  temporary  loans  promptly 
in  case  of  emergency. 

July  17 — Authorized  an  issue  of  notes  of  tho  fractional 
part  of  one  dollar,  receivable  in  payment  of  all  dues,  except 
customs,  less  than  five  dollars,  and  exchangeable  for  United 
States  notes  in  sums  not  less  than  five  dollars.  Amount  of 
issue  not  specified. 

1803,  January  17— .Authorized  the  issue  of  §100,000,000  in 
United  States  NOTESfor  tho  immediate  paymentof  the  army 
and  navy;  such  notes  to  be  a  part  of  the  amount  provided 
for  in  any  bill  that  may  hereafter  be  passed  by  this  Con- 
gress. The  amount  in  this  resolution  is  included  in  act  of 
March  3,  1863. 

Slarch  .3— Authorized  a  LOAN  of  §300,000,000  for  this  and 
§600,000.000  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  for  which  could  bo  is- 
sued bonds  running  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  forty 
years,  principal  and  interest  payable  in  coin,  bearing  inter- 
est at  a  rate  not  exceeding  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable 
on  bonds  not  exceeding  §100,  annu.ally,  and  on  all  others 
semi-annually.  And  Treasury  notes  (to  the  amount  of 
§i00,000,000)  not  exceeding  three  years  to  run,  with  interest 
at  not  over  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  principal  and  interest 
payable  in  lawful  money,  which  may  be  made  a  legal  tender 
for  their  face  value,  excluding  interest,  or  convertible  into 
United  St^ites  notes.  And  a  further  issue  of  §150,000,000  in 
United  States  notes  for  thepurposeof  converting  the  Treas- 
ury notes  which  may  be  issued  under  this  act,  and  for  no 
other  pm-pose.  And  a  further  issue,  if  necessary,  for  the 
payment  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  other  creditors  of  the 
Government,  of  ?15O,00O,0OU  in  United  States  notes,  which 
amount  includes  the  §100,000,000  authorized  by  the  joint 
resolution  of  Congress,  January  17, 1863.  The  whole  iimount 
of  bonds,  treasury  notes,  and  United  States  notes  issuei 
under  this  act  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  §900,000,000. 

March  3 — .\uthorized  an  issue  not  exceeding  §50,000,000 
in  FR.4CTI0NAL  CURRENCY,  (in  lieu  of  postage  or  other  stamps,) 
exchangeable  for  United  States  notes  in  sums  not  less  than 
three  dollars,  and  receivable  for  any  dues  to  the  United 
States  less  than  five  dollars,  except  duties  on  imports.  The 
whole  amount  i.^sued,  including  postage  and  other  stamps 
issued  as  currency,  not  to  exceed  $50,000,000.  Authority 
was  given  to  prepare  it  in  the  Troiisury  Department,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Secretary. 

1861,  March  3 — .\uthorized.in  lieu  of  so  much  of  the  loan 
of  March  3,  1863,  a  loan  of  §200,000,000  for  the  ciu-rent  fiscal 
year,  for  which  may  be  issued  bonds  redeemable  afti-r  five 
and  within  forty  years,  principal  aud  interest  payable  in 
coin,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  6  per  cent, 
per  annum,  payable  annually  on  bonds  not  over  §100,  and 
on  all  others  semi-annually.  These  bonds  to  be  exempt 
from  taxation  bv  or  under  State  or  municipal  authority. 

1864,  June  30— Authorized  a  loan  of  §400,000,000,  for 
which  may  be  issued  bomls,  redeemable  after  five  nor  more 
than  thirty  years,  or  if  deemed  expedient,  made  payable  at 
any  period  liot  more  than  forty  years  from  date — interest 
not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  semi-annually,  in  coin.  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  dispose  of  those  bonds, 
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or  s.ny  part,  and  of  the  remaimler  of  the  five-twenties,  in  the 
United  States  or  in  Europe,  on  such  terms  as  lie  may  deem 
most  advisable,  for  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  or,  at 
Ms  discretion,  for  Treasury  notes,  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness, or  certificates  of  deposit  issued  under  any  act  of  Con- 
gress. And  all  bonds.  Treasury  notes,  and  other  oldigations 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  by  or 
under  State  or  municipal  authority.  In  lieu  of  an  equal 
amount  of  bonds,  not  exceeding  S200,000,000,  the  Secretary 
is  authorized  to  issue  Treasury  notes  of  not  less  than  $10, 
payable  at  any  time  not  exceetUng  three  years,  or,  if  thought 
expedient,  redeemable  at  any  time  after  three  yeai-s,  at  an 
interest  not  exceeding  seven  and  three  tenths  per  cent., 
paj-able  in  lawful  money  at  maturity,  or,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary,  senii-annuullj-.  And  the  said  Treasury 
notes  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  best  terms  that  can  be  obtained,  for  lawful  money ; 
and  such  of  them  as  shall  be  made  payable,  principal  and 
interest,  at  maturity,  shall  be  a  legril  tender  to  the  same 
extent  as  United  States  notes  for  their  face  value,  excluding 
interest,  and  may  be  paid  to  any  creditor  of  the  United 
States  at  their  face  value,  excluding  interest,  or  to  any 
creditor  willing  to  receive  them  at  par.  including  interest; 
and  any  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  authority  of  this 
act  may  be  made  convertible,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  into  any  bonds  issued  under  the  au- 
thority of  this  act.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
redeem  and  cause  to  be  cancelled  and  destroyed  any  Treas- 
ury notes  or  United  States  notes  heretofore  issued  under 
authority  of  previous  acts  of  Congress,  and  substitute,  in 
lieu  thereof,  an  equal  amount  of  Treasury  notes  such  as  are 
authorized  by  thisact,  orof  other  United  States  notes:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  total  amount  of  bonds  and  Treasury  notes 
authorized  by  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this  act  shall 
not  exceed  $400,000,000  in  addition  to  the  amounts  hereto- 
fore issued;  nor  shall  the  total  amount  of  United  States 
notes,  issued  or  to  be  issued,  ever  exceed  §400,000,000,  and 
Buch  additional  sum,  not  exceeding  800,000,000,  as  may  be 
temporarily  required  for  the  redemption  of  temporary  loan ; 
nor  shall  any  Treasury  note  bearing  interest,  issued  under 
this  act,  be  a  legal  tender  in  payment  or  redemption  of  any 
notes  issued  by  .any  bank,  banking  association,  or" banker, 
calcul.ated  or  intended  to  circulate  as  money. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  interest  on  all  bonds  heretofore  issued, 
payable  annually,  may  be  paid  semi-annually  ;  and  in  lieu 
of  "such  Ijonds  authorized  to  be  issued,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  issue  bonds  bearing  interest  payable  semi- 
annually. And  ho  may  also  issue  in  exchange  for  Treasury 
notes  heretofore  issued  bearing  seven  and  three-tenths  per 
centum  interest,  besides  the  six  per  cent  bonds  heretofore 
authorized,  likebondsof  allthodenominationsin  which  said 
Treasury  notes  have  been  issued ;  and  the  interest  on  such 
Trciisury  notes  after  maturity  shall  be  paid  in  lawful  money, 
and  they  may  be  exchanged  for  such  bonds  at  any  time 
within  three  months  from  the  date  of  notice  of  redemption 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  after  which  the  interest 
on  such  Treasury  notes  shall  cease.  And  so  much  of  the 
Law  approved  March  3, 1864,  as  limits  the  loan  authorized 
therein  to  the  current  fiscal  year,  is  hereby  repealed ;  and 
the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  borrow 
money  and  issue  therefor  bonds  or  notes  conferred  liy  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1803,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  provide  ways  and  moans  fur  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment," shall  cease  on  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
except  so  far  as  it  may  effect  [affect]  5p75,000,000  of  bonds 
already  advertised. 

SPECIAL  WAR  INCOME  TAX. 
Resolved,  rfc,  That,  in  addition  to  the  income  duty  alrea- 
dy imposed  by  law,  there  shall  be  levied,  aasessed,  and  col- 
lected on  the  first  day  of  October  eighteen  hundred  and 
Bixty-four,  a  special  income  duty  upon  the  gains,  profits, 
or  income  for  the  year  ending  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next  preceding  the  time  herein  named,  by  levying,  as- 
sessing, and  collecting  said  duty  of  all  persons  residing 
within  the  United  States,  or  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  abroad,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  on  all  sums 
exceeding  six  hundred  dollars,  and  the  same  shall  be  levied, 
assessed,  estimated,  and  collected,  exceiit  as  to  the  rates, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws  for  the  collec- 
tion of  an  income  duty,  annually,  where  not  inapplicable 
hereto ;  and  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  to  time  and 
,  mode,  or  other  matters,  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the 
Bpecial  income  duty  herein  provided  for,  as  may  bo  neces- 
§ar}' :  Provided,  That  in  estimating  the  annual  gains,  pro- 
fits, or  income,  as  aforesaid,  fur  the  foregoing  special  income 
'iuty,  no  deductions  shall  be  made  for  dividends  or  interest 
•eceived  from  any  association,  corporation,  or  company,  nor 
diall  any  deduction  be  made  for  any  salary  or  pay  received. 

This  resolution  passed    the  House,  July  4 — 
|-eas  53,  nays  49,  as  follows  : 

Ytvs — Messifl.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,    Isaac  N.  Arnold, 


Baxter,  Bontwell,  Boyd,  Cobb.  Cole,  Creswell,  Dawes,  Dem« 
ing,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Kckley,  EUot,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Higby, 
Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  J.  H.  Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kelley,  Longyear,  McOlurg,  Moorhead.  Morrill.  D. 
Morris,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Perham, 
Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  RolUns, 
Schenck.  Shannon.  Sloan,  Smith,  Snuthers,  Francis  Thomas, 
Tracy,  Upson,  EllihuB.Washburne,  William  B.  AVashbiu-n, 
Webster,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 53. 

jjATS — Messrs.  Ancona,  Baily,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Cknnler, 
Cojfroth.  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldrldgc, 
English,  Ganson,  Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M. 
Harris,  Uatchins,  William  Johnson,  Keman,  Knapp,  Law, 
Lazeor,  Le  Blond,  Littlejohn,  Limg,  Marc;/,  Middleton,  Wm. 
H.  Miller,  James  R-  Morris,  Morrison,  Nohle,  Odell,  John 
O'Neill,  I'cndleton,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
James  <S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield,  John  B.  Stesle,  William 
G.  Stede,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Sweat,  Ward,  Williams,    Winjield 

Seventy-eight  absentees. 

It  passed  the  Senate  same  day — yeas  28, 
nay  7,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Conness,  Cowan,  Doo- 
little,  Fool,  Foster,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hicks,  Howe, 
Johnson,  Laueof  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,'^OTm 
gan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey.  Sherman,  Sumuer,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Davis,  Powell,  Rich 
ardson,  Riddle,  SauUbury—7. 

"  Legal  Tenders." 
Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress- 

1862,  Feb.  6 — The  House  came  to  a  vote  on 
two  propositions  for  the  issue  of  §150,000,000 
in  Treasury  notes. 

The  one,  for  notes'  without  interest,  and  de- 
nomination not  belo\^  $5 — of  which  $50,000,000 
should  be  in  lieu  of  so  many  of  the  "Demand 
notes" — to  be  receivable  for  all  duties,  imposts, 
excises,  debts,  and  demands  of  every  kind  due 
to  the  United  States,  and  all  salaries,  &c.,  from 
the  United  States,  ^' and  shall  also  be  lawful 
money,  and  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  debts, 
public  and  private,  within  the  United  States,"  to 
be  exchangeable  for  twenty  year  six  per  cent, 
bonds,  interest  payable  semi-annually,  or  five 
year  seven  per  cent,  bonds  with  interest  paya- 
ble semi-annually  in  coin.  Such  United  States 
notes  to  be  received  the  same  as  coin  in  pay- 
ment for  loans.  Five  hundred  millions  of 
bonds  authorized,  payable  after  twenty  years, 
at  six  per  cent,  interest  payable  semi-annually. 

The  other,  offered  as  an  amendment,  author- 
ized $100,000  of  Treasury  notes  at  3.65  per 
cent,  per  annum,  payable  in  two  years,  to  be 
receivable  for  all  public  dues  except  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  all  salaries,  debts,  and  de- 
mands owing  by  the  United  States  to  individ- 
uals, corporations,  and  associations  within  the 
United  States,  at  the  option  of  such  individu- 
als, corporations,  and  associations,  exchangea- 
ble for  7.30  bonds  with  interest  payable  semi- 
annually in  coin,  and  receivable  the  same  as 
coin  in  payment  of  loans.  $500,000,000  of 
bonds  authorized— 5200,000,000  at  7:30  inter- 
est payable  semi-annually  in  coin,  and  redeem- 
able after  ten  years,  and  §300,000,000,  redeem- 
able  after  twenty-four  years,  at  6  per  cent., 
payable  semi-annually  in  coin. 

The  latter  was  rejected — yeas  55,  nays  95,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ancona.  Haxter,  Riddle,  George  H.  Browne, 
William  G.  Brown,  Cobb,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Hoscoe 
Conking.  Conwav,  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens  Crisfuld .  Crit- 
tenden, Diven,  Kliot.  English,  Goodwin,  Grider,  Harding, 
Holman,  Horton,  Johnson,  Law,  Lazear,  Luvejuy,  May, 
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ifemies,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Morris,  Nixon,  Kohle,  Norton, 
Nugen,  Oddl,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Poraerov,  Porter,  Edward 
H.  Rollins,  Sedswick,  SfiefficM,  Shiel,  William  G.  Steele, 
Stratton,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Fnincis  Thomas,  Train, 
Vallandigham.  TVadsworth,  E  P.  Walton,  Ward,  Webster, 
ClntionA.  White,  Wright— bb. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babbitt, 
Goldsmith  F.  Bailey,  Joseph  Baily.  B.ilter,  Beaman,  Bing- 
ham, Francis  P.  Blair,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair, 
Blalve,  Buffinton,  Burnham,  Cam|)bell,  Chamberlain,  Clark, 
Colfax,  Cutler.  Davis,  Delano,  Delaplaine,  Duell,  Dunlap, 
Dunil,  Edgerton,  Edwards,  Ely,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Fisher, 
Frauchot,  Frank,  Gooch,  Granger,  Gurley,  Haight.  Hale, 
Hanchett,  Harrison,  Uickman,  Hooper,  Iliitchius,  Julian, 
Kelley,  Francis  W.  KellogtC,  William  Kellogg,  Killinger, 
Knax,p,  Lansing,  Leary,  Loomis,  McKean,  McKnight, 
JlcPijerson,  Marston,  M.aj'n.ard,  Mitchell.  Moorhead,  Anson 
P.  Morrill,  Olin,  P.atton,  Timothy  G,  Phelps,  Pikfi,  Pnce, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Richardson,  James  S. 
Rollins,  Sargent,  Shanks,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan, 
Spaulding,  John  B.  Steele,  Stevens,  Trimble,  Trowbridge, 
Upton,  Tan  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Van  Wyck,  Verree, 
Wall,  Wallace,  Charles  W.  Walton,  Whaley,  Albert  S. 
White,  Wicldiffe,  Wilson,  Windom,  Worcester — 95. 

The  affirmative  vote  on  the  passage  of  the 
former  was  the  same  as  the  negative  on  the 
amendment  except  that  Messrs.  VV.  G.  Brown 
and  Crittenden,  who  voted  aye  on  the  amend- 
ment, did  not  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
Messrs.  Dunlap,  Knapp,  Richardson,  and  Wick- 
liffe,  who  voted  nay  on  the  amendment,  voied 
naij  on  the  passage;  ^lessrs.  Mallory,  Robinson, 
and  Voorhees,  who  did  not  vote  on  the  amend- 
ment, voted  nay  on  the  passage  ;  Mr.  Nugen, 
who  voted  aye  on  the  amendment,  voted  aye  on 
the  pa.ssage ;  and  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Riddle, 
who  did  not  vote  on  the  amendment,  voted  aye 
on  the  passage. 

IN  SENATE. 

February  12 — The  Committee  of  Finance 
recommended  instead  of  making  these  notes  re- 
ceivable for  all  demands  due  to,  and  all  de- 
mands owing  by,  the  United  States,  this  substi- 
tute : 

And  such  notes  herein  authorized  shall  bo  receivable  in 
payment  of  all  public  dues  and  demands  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  of  all  claims  and  demands  ag:  inst  the  United 
Stales  of  every  kind  whatsoever,  except  fjr  interest  upon 
bonds  and  notL-s,  which  shall  be  paid  in  coin. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  include  with  these 
notes,  "  the  notes  authorized  by  the  act  of  July 
17,  1861 ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Feb.  13 — Mr.  Collamer  moved  to  strike  out 
these  words : 

And  such  notes  herein  authorized  and  the  notes  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  July  17,  1861,  shall  be  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  all  public  dues  and  demands  of  every  description, 
and  of  all  claims  and  demands  against  the  United  States 
I'f  every  kind  whatsoever,  except  for  interest  upon  bonds 
and  notes,  which  shall  be  paid  in  coin,  and  shall  also  bo 
lawiul  money  and  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  debts, 
public  and  private,  within  the  United  States,  except  inter- 
est as  aforesaid. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  17,  nays  22,  as 
tollows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Fes- 
senden, Foot,  Foster,  Kennedy,  King,  Latham,  Nvsmi'h, 
Peiirce,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Siuiaions.  Thomson,  Willey — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Harlun,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  I>ane  ol  In  li- 
ana, McDougalU  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Sherm.an,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Wilsom  of  Jlissouri — 22. 

Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  make  the  notes  a  legal  tender  "  in  payment 
of  all  public  debts,  and  all  private  debts  here- 
after contracted  within  the  United  States;" 
which  was  rejected  without  a  division. 

Mr.  King  offered  an  amendment,  proposing. 


among  other  things,  to  strike  out  the  legal  ten- 
der clause ;  but  it  was  rejected  without  a 
divinion. 

The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas  30,  nays  7, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lee- 
t/iam,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Sherman,  Sum- 
ner, Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Slissouri — 30. 

Nats — Messrs.  Collamer,  Cowan,  Kennedy,  King,  Pearce, 
Powell,  Saulsbury — 7. 

Feb.  20 — In  the  House,  the  question  being 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
making  the  interest  upon  bonds  and  notes  pay- 
able in  coin, 

Mr.  Stevens  moved  to  include  also  "  pay- 
ments to  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors,  in  the 
Arm  J'  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
all  supplies  purchased  for  the  said  Govern- 
ment ;"  which  was  rejected — yeas  G7,  nays  72. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  making  interest 
payable  in  coin  was  then  concurred  in — yeas 
88,  nays  55,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ancona,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Baxter,  Beaman, 
Biddle,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  George  U.  Browne,  William  G. 
Brown,  Burnham,  Calvert,  Clements,  Cobh,  Frederick  A. 
Conkling,  Roscoe  Conkling,  Couway,  Covode,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Crittenden,  Diven,  Dunlap,  Dunn,  Eliot,  English,  Goodwin, 
Grider,  Gurley,  Haight,  Hall,  Harding,  Holman,  Horton, 
Johnson,  Kelley,  Knajyj},  Law,  Leary,  Lehman,  Loomis, 
Lovejoy,  McKnight,  Mallory,  May,  Menzies,  Justin  S.  Mor- 
rill, Nixon,  Noble,  Norton,  Nugen,  Odell,'PaXton,  Pendleton, 
Perry,  Timothy  G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Alexander 
H.  Kice,  Riddle,  Robinson,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  J«m«s  <& 
Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  S/icffield,  Sherman,  ,S'A(>/,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stratton,  Benjamin  P. 
Thomas,  Francis  Thomas.  Train,  Trimble,  Vallandigham, 
Vibbard.  Voorhees,  Charles  W.  Walton,  E.  P.  Walton, 
Ward,  Washburne,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Wicldiffe, 
Woodruff,  Wrighl—SS. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alloy,  Babbit,  Joseph  Baily,  Baker, 
Bingham,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  ButBn- 
ton,  Campbell,  Chamberlain,  Clark,  Davis,  Dawes,  Duell, 
Edwards,  Ely,  Fenton,  Fessenden,  Fisher,  Franchot,  Frank, 
Granger,  Hale,  Hanchett,  Harrison,  Hickinan,  Hooper,  .Ju- 
lian, William  Kellogg,  Killinger,  Lansing,  McPherson, 
Marston,  Maynard,  Moorhead,  Anson  P,  ilorriU,  Nftcll,  Olin, 
John  U.  Rice,  Shanks,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens,  Trow- 
bridge, Van  Horn,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Verree,  Wall,  Wallace, 
Albert  S,  White,  Wilson,  Windom,  Worcester — 55. 

Other  amendments  were  non-concurred  in,  and 
a  Committee  of  Conference  agreed  upon  the 
bill  as  it  became  a  law. 

One  feature  of  this  report  was  to  provide 
that  the  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  bill 
should  not  be  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  du- 
ties, and  the  duties  on  imports,  made  payable 
in  coin,  should  be  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  bonds. 

The  report  was  agreed  to  in  the  House — yeas 
98,  nays  22.     The  Nays  were — 

Jlessrs.  Baker,  Biddle,  BufBnton,  Cox.  Edwards,  Ennlish, 
Hnqht,  Hooper,  JoAjisora,  Justin  S.Morrill,  Olell,  Penntdoriy 
Prry,  Pike,  Robinson.  Slietpeld,  William  G.  Steele,  A'an 
Wyck,  Voorhees,  Wicldiffe,  Wood,  Woodruff— 22. 

The  Senate  concurred  without  a  division. 

While  this  question  was  pending  before  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury',  Mr,  Chase,  addressed  them  a 
letter,  from  which  this  is  an  extract: 

Treasctrt  Depaetmext,  January  29, 186'2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  referring 
me  to  House  bill  No.  210,  and  requesting  my  opinion  as  to 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  its  immediate  passage  by 
Congress. 

The  condition  of  the  Treasurj-  certainly  rendcra  imme<'i- 
ate  action  on  the  subject  of  affording  proviaion  for  the  e-  •• 
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penditures  of  the  GoTernment,  both  expedient  and  neces- 
Bury.  The  g»neral  provisions  of  the  bill  submitted  to  me, 
geem  to  me  well  adapted  to  the  end  proposed.  There  are, 
Ijowevwr,  some  points  which  may,  perhaps,  be  usefully 
amended. 

Tlio  proTijion  making  United  States  notes  a  lepral  tender 
has  doubtless  been  well  considered  by  the  committee,  and 
tlieir  conclusion  needs  no  support  from  any  observation  of 
mine.  I  thinlc  it  my  duty,  however,  to  say,  that  in  respect 
to  this  proTision  my  reflections  have  conducted  me  to  the 
Siirae  conclusions  they  have  reached.  It  is  not  unknown 
to  them  that  I  have  felt,  nor  do  I  with  to  conceal  that  I  now 
feel,  a  great  aversion  to  making  anything  but  coin  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts.  It  has  been  my  anxious  wish 
U-'  avoid  the  nesessity  of  such  legislation.  It  is,  however, 
at  present  impossible,  in  consequence  of  the  large  expendi- 
tures entailed  by  the  war,  and  the  suspension  of  the  banks, 
to  procure  sufticient  coin  for  disbursements;  and  it  has, 
therefore,  become  indispensably  necessary  that  we  should 
resort  to  the  issue  of  United  States  notes.  The  making 
them  a  legal  tender  might,  however,  still  be  avciided  if  the 
willingness  manifested  by  the  people  generally,  by  railroad 
companies,  and  by  manj'  of  the  banlung  institutions,  to 
receive  and  pay  them  as  money  in  all  transactions  were 
al  -rifdutely  or  practically  universal ;  but,  unfortunately,  there 
are  some  persons  and  some  institutions  which  refuse  to  re- 
ceive and  pay  them,  and  whose  action  tends  not  merely  to 
the  nnnecessary  depreciation  of  the  notes,  but  to  establish 
discrimination  in  business  against  those  who,  in  this  mat- 
ter, give  a  cordial  support  to  the  Government,  and  in  favor 
of  those  who  do  not.  Such  discriminations  should,  if  pos- 
sible, be  prevented;  and  the  provision  maldng  the  notes  a 
legal  tender,  in  a  great  measure  at  least,  prevents  it,  by  put- 
ting all  citizens,  in  this  respect,  on  the  same  level  both  of 
riglits  and  duties. 

The  committee,  doubtless,  feel  the  necessity  of  accom- 
punying  this  measure  by  legislation  necessary  to  secure  the 
highest  credit  as  well  as  the  largest  currency  of  these  notes. 
This  security  can  be  found,  in  my  judgment,  by  proper  pro- 
▼isions  for  funding  them  in  interest  bearing  bond.s,  by  well- 
guarded  legislation  authorizing  banking  associasions  with 
circulation  based  on  the  bonds  in  which  the  notes  are  fund- 
ed, and  by  a  judicious  system  of  adequate  taxation,  which 
will  not  only  create  a  demand  for  the  notes,  but — bj-  secur- 
ing the  prompt  payment  of  interest — raise  and  sustain  the 
aedit  of  the  bonds.  Such  legislation,  it  may  be  hoped,  will 
divest  the  legal  lender  cl.ause  of  the  bill  of  injurious  ten- 
dencies, and  secure  the  earliest  possible  return  to  a  sound 
currency  of  coin  and  promptly  convertible  notes. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  that  vigorous  nulitary  operations  and 
tlie  unsparing  retrenchment  of  all  necessary  expenses  will 
aLso  contribute  essentially  to  this  desirable  end. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  yours 
truly,  S.  P.  CUASE. 

Hon.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Chairman. 

During  the  pendency  of  this  question, 
18G2,  January  15 — Mr.  Coening  offered  this 
joint  resolution : 

Kesolved,  <£c.,  That  in  order  to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses 
ocf  the  Government,  the  interest  on  the  national  loans,  and 
have  an  ample  sinking  fund  fur  the  ultimate  liquidation  of 
tlie  public  debt,  a  tax  shall  be  imposed,  wliich  shall,  with 
the  tariff  on  imports,  secure  an  annual  revenue  of  not  less 
than  $150,000,000. 

Which  was  adopted — yeas  133,  nays  6.     The 
Nays  were  : 
Slessrs.  Allen,  Norton,  Jiobinson,  Sliiel,  Vorrrhees,  Wood — 6. 
The  following  Democrats  voted  aye  : 

Messrs.  Ancrma,  Joseph  Bail'/,  Charles  J.  Biddle,  G.  H. 
Br'.wnc,  C.  B.  Calvert,  G.  T.  Cobb,  E.  Cmning,  S.  S.  Cox,  J. 
^y.  Criyfiehl,  Crittenden,  Dunlap,  J.  E.  English,  Grider,  E. 
Haighf,  A.  Harding,  W.  S.  Holman,  P.  Jo)inson,  J.  Lazear, 
W.  E.  Lehman,  a.  Mallory,  J.  W.  Menzies,  J.  R.  Morris, 
W.  P.  Noble,  J.  W.  NoM,  li.  IT.  Nu'jm,  Odell,  G.  H.  Pen- 
dl  ton,  N.  Perry,  J.S.  Rollins,  W.  P.  Sheffield,  J.  B.  SteeU, 
W.  G.  Sbtele,  C.  L.  ValUmdigham,  C.  Vibbard,  TVadsworth, 
EAVard,  C.  A.Wickliffe,  G.  C.Woodruff,  II.  B.Wrig)d—ZS. 

January  17 — The  Senate  passed  the  resolu- 
tion— yeaa  30,  nays  1,  (Mr.  Powell.) 

SMALL    BANK    NOTES — VETO    MESSAGE. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

The  bill  which  has  passed  the  House  of  Ptep- 
resentatives  and  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  repeal  that  part  of  an  act  of  Congress  which 


prohibits  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  of  a  le?s 
denomination  than  five  dollars  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  has  received  my  attentive  con- 
sideration, and  I  now  return  it  to  the  Senate, 
in  which  it  originated,  with  the  following  ob- 
jections : 

1.  The  bill  proposes  to  repeal  the  existing 
legislation,  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  bank 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  without  per- 
mitting the  issuing  of  such  bills  by  banks  not 
now  legally  authorized  to  issue  them.  In  my 
judgment,  it  will  be  found  impr.tcticable,  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  currency,  to  make 
such  a  discrimination.  The  banks  have  gener- 
ally suspended  specie  pa3ments;  and  a  legal 
sanction  given  to  the  circulation  of  the  irre- 
deemable notes  of  one  class  of  them,  will  almost 
certainly  be  so  extended,  in  practical  operation, 
as  to  include  those  of  all  classes, whether  author- 
ized or  unauthorized.  If  this  view  be  correct, 
the  currency  of  the  District,  should  this  act 
become  a  law,  will  certainly  and  greatly  de- 
teriorate to  the  serious  injury  of  honest  trade 
and  honest  labor. 

2.  This  bill  seems  to  contemplate  no  end 
which  cannot  be  otherwise  more  certainly  and 
beneficially  attained.  During  the  existing  war, 
it  is  peculiarly  the  duty  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment to  secure  to  the  people  a  sound  circu- 
lating medium.  This  duty  has  been,  under 
existing  circumstances,  satisfactorily  perform- 
ed, in  part  at  least,  by  authorizing  the  issue  of 
United  States  notes,  receivable  for  all  Govern- 
ment dues  except  customs,  and  made  a  legal 
tender  for  all  debts  public  and  private,  except 
interest  6n  the  public  debt.  The  object  of  the 
bill  submitted  to  me,  namely,  that  of  providing 
a  small  note  currency  during  the  present  sus- 
pension, can  be  fully  accomplished  by  authoriz- 
ing the  issue — as  part  of  any  new  emission  of 
United  States  notes  made  necessary  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  country — of  notes  of  a 
similar  character,  but  of  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars.  Such  an  issue  would  answer 
all  the  beneficial  purposes  of  the  bill ;  would 
save  a  considerable  amount  to  the  treasury,  iu 
interest ;  would  greatly  facilitate  payments  to 
soldiers  and  other  creditors  of  small  sums  ; 
and  would  furnish  to  the  people  a  currency  as 
safe  as  their  own  Government. 

Entertaining  these  objections  to  the  bill,  I 
feel  myself  constrained  to  withhold  from  it  my 
approval,  and  return  it  for  the  further  considera- 
tion and  action  of  Congress. 

ABRAHA.M   LINCOLN. 

June  23,  18G2. 

State  Taxation. 

First  Session.  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

June  22 — The  loan  bill  before  the  Hou.«e  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  question  be- 
'ing  on  the  first  section,  authorizing  a  loan  of 
$400,000,000,  closing  with  this  clause: 

And  all  bonds.  Treasury  notes,  and  other  obli.'.'ations  of 
the  United  States  shall  lie  exempt  from  taxation  by  or 
under  State  or  municipal  authority. 

Mr.  HoiiMAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause, 
which  was  agreed  to — yeas  61,  nays  44. 
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Ml".  Holm  AN  moved  to  insert  at  the  end  of 
the  first  section  these  words  ; 

Aud  t]iat  the  bonds  and  other  obligations  issued  under 
this  act  shall  be  subject  to  State  and  municipal  taxation. 

Mr.  Noble  moved  to  amend  Ihe  amendment 
Ly  substituting  the  following  : 

And  all  bonds,  Treasury  notes,  and  otlier  obligations  of 
till'  United  States,  shall  be  subject  to  State  and  niunicijKil 
taxation,  on  equal  terms,  the  same  as  other  property. 

Which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  this  substitute  for  Mr. 
Holman's  amendment : 

And  Wiat  tho  owners  of  the  bonds  and  obligations  issued 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
liable  to  Statu  and  municipal  taxation  upon  tlie  value 
thereof  to  the  same  extent  as  they  are  liable  to  such  taxa- 
tion upon  any  other  securities  or  similar  personal  estate 
owned  by  them. 

Mr.  HoLMAN  accepted  the  amendment,  which 
was  rejected — yeas  56,  nays  50. 

June  2,3 — Pending  the  consideration  of  the 
loan  bill  in  the  House,  being  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole, 

Mr.  Stevens  offered  this  substitute  for  the 
bill: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
aiitliorizfd  to  Ijorrow,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  credit  of 
tlie  United  States,  S-iOO,000 ,000,  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 
year  endini;  June  30,  1SC5,  and  to  issue  therefor,  coupon  or 
registered  l)onds  of  the  United  States,  redeemable,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government,  after  any  period  not  less  than 
live  nor  more  than  thirty  years,  and,  if  deemed  expedient, 
made  payable  at  any  period  not  more  than  forty  years  from 
date,  payable  in  coin.  And  said  bonds  shall  be  of  such 
denominations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  direct, 
not  less  than  lifty  dollars,  and  bear  an  annual  interest  not 
exceeding  eiglit  per  cent.,  payable  semi-annually,  and  the 
interest  on  all  bonds  heretofore  issued,  payable  annually, 
may  be  paid  semi-annually ;  and  in  lieu  of  such  bond,  au- 
thorized to  be  issued,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
issue  bonds,  bearing  interest,  payaljlo  semi-annually.  And 
he  may  also  issue  in  exchange  for  Treasury  notes  hereto- 
fore issued  bearing  seven  aud  tliree-  tenths  per  cent,  inter- 
est, besides  the  six  per  cent,  bonds  heretofore  authorized, 
like  bonds  of  the  denomination  of  SlOO  and  of  ,S50.  And 
all  bonds,  Treasui-y  notes,  and  other  obligations  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  by  or  under 
State  or  nmnicipal  authority. 

Mr.  HoLMAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  last 
Beuteme,  which  was  rejected,  on  division — yeas 
58,  nays  73. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  in  Committee, 
yeas  72,  nays  51 ;  but  immediately  after  was 
rejected  in  the  House — yeas  59,  nays  81,  as 
follows : 

,  Yeas — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  AivieT8oQ,Bail>/,  Awgus- 
tiis  C.  BaJ'lioin,  Baxter,  JJlair,  Blow,  Boyd,  Broolx,  Broom- 
all,  William  G.  Brown,  Cole,  Dawson,  Denison,  Donnelly, 
Eden,  Eldridge,  Farnsworth,  Grider,  Harding,  Benjamin  G. 
Harris,  Higby,  Holman,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, 
Ingersoll,  Fhilip  Johnson,  William  Johnson,  KalhJIcisch, 
Knapp,  Laiii,  Loan,  Long,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McClurg, 
McDowell,  William  II.  iVi7/or,  Moorhead,  James  R.  Morris, 
Mnrrismi,  Amos  Myers,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Rolmison,  lioss, 
iSco^^  Shannon,  John  B.Stfde,  Stevens,  Sweat.  Thayer,  Van 
"Valk<'nliurirl!,  Wlialey,    WhuUr,  Chiltmi  A.   While,  Joseph 

W.  U7,(^,  Wilson,  Winficl<l—b9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Ancona,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  BaMwin,  Beaman,  lUaine,  Boutwell,  Am- 
lirose'W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Creswell,  Thomas 
T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Eckby,  Edjf.rton,  Eliot, 
iCwjUsh,  Fenton,  Finck,  Fi'auk,  Ganson,  Ibirlifld,  Goocli, 
uriswohl,  Hale,  Ilrrrick,  Hooper,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hul- 
liurd,  Jenrk<  s,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando 
Kellogg,  Ki man,  Knox,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  Sam^ 
iiel  F.  MilUr,  Morrill,  Daniel  Jlorris,  Leonard  Myers,  i\o/(/f, 
Norton,  Ckhll,  Charles  O'Neill,  Patterson,  Pendleton,  Per- 
ham.  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samiid  J. 
Mandall,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward'H.  Rollins,  Jame-t  S.  Rnl^ 
lins,  Sclienck,  Scolield,  Sloan,  Smitliers,  SpaUUng,  ^^'ill^am 
G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strou.'n:  Stuart,  Up.son,  Ward,  Ellihu  B. 
■Washburne.  William  B.  Wa>hburn,  Webster,  Williams, 
^Uetyamiti  Wood,  Fernando  Wood. — 61. 


Mr.  roMEROY  movf  *  this  substitute  for  the 
second  seciiou  of  tht  oill : 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  furthe-  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  issue,  "pon  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  bonds  of  a7iy  denomination  not  less  than  $100,  pay- 
aide  in  lawful  money,  th/dc  years  from  the  date  thereof, 
and  bearing  interest  not  exceeding  eight  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, payable  semi-.annually  in  lawful  money,  and  may 
receive  at  pir  therefor  the  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States,  Trea.sury  r.otes,  certificates  of  indebtedness,  or  cer- 
tificates of  deposit  issued  under  any  act  of  Congress.  And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  addition  to  the  total 
amounts  of  bonds  authorized  by  the  first  and  second  sec- 
tions of  this  act,  shall  issue  at  par,  in  redemption  of  any 
o  .tstanding  notes,  certificates  of  deposit,  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  Umte''  States,  bonds  similar  to  those 
hereinbefore  in  this  second  section  authorized,  in  denomi- 
nations of  not  less  than  SPIOO,  or  of  like  denominations 
similar  to  thfse  authorized  by  the  first  section,  and  pay- 
able five  years  fiom  date,  wiih  intrrest  at  six  percent,, 
payable  semi-annually.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  further  authorized  to  issue,  in  lieu  of  any  bonds 
heretofore  authorized  by  law,  and  not  now  issued  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  bonds  similar  to  and  in  the  denominatious 
hereby  authorized.  All  outstanding  notes,  other  than 
United  States  notes,  shall  cease  to  be  a  legal  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  public  or  private  indebtedness  on  and  aftei'  the  1st 
day  of  October,  18(4.  Aid  no  notes,  other  than  United 
States  note.s,  shall  hereafter  be  issued  or  reissued.  Nor 
shall  the  total  amount  of  United  States  notes  issued  or  to 
be  issued  ever  exceed  8100,000,000, and  such  additional  sum, 
not  exceeding  $50,000,000,  as  may  be  temporarily  requiied 
for   the  redemption  of  temporary  loan 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  44,  nays  81,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ancona,  Augustus  O.  Baldwin,  Brooks, 
William  G.  Brown,  Freeman  Clarke,  Coffroth,  Cole,  Orave7>s, 
Creswell,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Edgerton,  English,  Farnsworth, 
Ganson,  Griswold,  Harrington,  Herriclc,  Holman,  Hotch- 
kiss, Jenckes,  Kalbjleisch,  Kernan,  Law,  Marcy,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  James  R.  Morns,  Moi~rison,  JVelson,  Odell,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  Pruyn,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield, 
John  B.  Steele,  Thayer,  Van  Valkenburgh,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, AVhaley,  Wheeler,  Wilson — U. 

Nat.s — Messrs.  William.  J.  Allen,  Alley,  Allison,  Ames, 
Arnold,  Ashley,  Baity,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman, 
Blair,  I31ow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Eroomall,  James  S.  Brown, 
Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Denison,  Dixon, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  Frank,  Gooch, 
Hal(^,  Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Hooper,  Asahel  W. 
Hubliard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Philip  Johnson,  Ju- 
lian, Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knapp, 
Knox,  Loan,  Lcng,  Longyear,  McAllister,  JIcBride, McClurg, 
Wm.  H.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Noble,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  John 
O'NeMl,  Orth,  Perham,  John  H,  Rice,  E.  H.  IU)llius,  Schenck, 
Shannon,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Wm.  G.  Stele,  Stevens, 
Stiles,  Slrouse,  Stuart,  Tracy,  Upson,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne, 
Webster,  Williams,  Windom,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood,  Fer- 
nando Wood — SI. 

The  bill  then  passed  without  the  yeas  ami 
nays  being  ordered. 

June  27 — The  bill  was  slightly  amended  in 
the  Senate,  and  passed  without  a  division. 

STATE  TAXATION — AGAIN. 

June  28 — On  concurring  in  Senate  amend- 
ments, Mr.  Holman  moved  to  add  thia  proviso 
to  one  of  them : 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  impair  the  right 
of  the  States  to  tax  the  bonds,  notes,  and  other  obligations 
issued  under  this  act. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  71,  nays  77,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Anama,  Bliss,  Brooks, 
JaniP^  S.  B.own,  Chanter,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravenj.htiwe^, 
Dawson,  Denis"n,  Eden.  Edgerton.  Eldridge,  English,  Finck, 
G-tnso  ,  Grider,  Griswnld,  Harding,  Harrington,  Charles 
M.  Harris.  Hcrrick,  Holman,  Hotchkiss,  Hutchins,  Philip 
Joh'ison.  William  Johnson,  Kalbfleisch,  Kernan,  Knapp, 
Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long.  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowell, 
McKinney,  Middleton,  Samuel  F.  Jliller,  WUliam  H.  Mil- 
ler, James  R.  Morris,  Morrison.  Noble,  John  0  Ncill,  Pen- 
dleion,  2'erry,Vo\ueroy,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall, Robinson.  Ross,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Stede, 
StiUs,  Slroiue,  Stuart,   Sweut,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Van  Valken- 
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tiirgh,   Wadswnrth,  Ward,  Whaley,    Wfifeler,   Chiltmi  A. 
White,  Joseph  IF.  WhiU,  WivJUld—ll. 

Nats — Messrs  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  ArnnUi, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blair,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Bnyd,  Broomall,  William  Q.  Brown,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davig,  Demi  g, 
Dixou,  Donnelly,  Dri,'g-i,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Feiiton.  Gai  field, 
Gooch,  Hale,  Higby,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H. 
Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kelley, 
Fiancis  W.  Kellogg.  Orlando  Kellogg,  Littlejohn,  Loan, 
Longycar,  Marvin,  McBride,  McCliirg,  M'  Indue,  Moorhead, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Mjera,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Chas. 
O'Neill,  Orth,  Perham,  Pike,  Alexander  H  Rice,  John  H. 
Kice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,. >chenclc,  Scofiel,l,Sh.innon,  Sloan, 
Smith,  Sniithers, Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer.  Upson,  Ellihu 
B.  Washburne,  Wm.  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom — 77. 

Taxation. 

The  internal  revenuk  AjND  tariff  act  of  1861. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

The  bill  to  provide  increased  revenue  from 
imports,  &c.,  passed  the  House  August  2,  1861 
— yeas  89,  nays  39.     The  Nays  were  : 

Messrs.  Alien,  Ancona,  Beaman,  Burnett,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crit- 
tenden, Dmdap,  English,  Gridtr,  Haight,  Hardin;/,  Holman, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Law,  Logan,  Mallory.  Mat/,  Menzies,  Mor- 
ris, Nohle,  Norton,  Odcll,  I'endleton,  Reid,  James  S.  Rollins, 
Shiel,  Smith,  TroA'bridge,  VallantHi/liam,  Vihhard,  Voorhies, 
Wadsworth,  Ward,  Webster,  Vhiltrm  A.  White,  Woodruff, 
Wright— 29. 

Same  day,  it  passed  the  Senate — yeas  34, 
nays  8,  (Messrs.  Breckinridje,  Bright,  Johnson 
of  Missouri,  Kennedy,  Latham,  Polk,  Powell, 
Saulsbury. ) 

the  internal  revenue  act  of  1862. 
Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

1862,  April  8— The  House  passed  the  bill  to 
provide  internal  revenue,  support  the  Govern- 
ment, and  pay  int -rest  on  the  public  debt — 
yeas  126,  nays  15.     The  Nays  were — 

Messrs.  William  Allen,  George  11.  iJrr/wwe,  BuiBnton,  Cox, 
Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Kortcm,  Pendleton,  Richardson, 
Shiel,  Vallandigham,  Voorhees,  Chilton  A.  White,  Wickliffe 
—15. 

June  6 — The  bill  passed  in  the  Senate — yeas 
37,  nay  1,  (Mr.  Powell.) 

TAX    ON    SLAVES. 

While  this  bill  was  pending  in  the  House, 
April  8 — Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  offered  this 
as  a  new  section  : 

Sec.  — .  That  any  person  who  shall  claim  to  own  the  ser- 
vice or  labor  for  life  of  any  person  under  the  laws  of  any 
State,  shall  pay  on  account  of  the  service  of  each  person 
so  iKiid  the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

Which  was  rtjected — yeas  51,  nays  76,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Jlessrs.  Aldrich,  Arnold,  Babbitt,  Baxter,  Beaman, 
Francis  P.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake,  Campbell,  Clark, 
Clements,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conkling,  Roscoe  Conkliug, 
Covodo,  Iiiivis,  "Dawes,  Duoll,  Edgertou,  Eliot,  Fes.-senden, 
Gurley,  Hanchett,  Hickman,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
KilUutier,  Lansing,  Loomis,  McPhersun,  Mitfhell,  Moor- 
liead.  Anson  P.  Morrill,  Justin  S.Morrill,  Olin,  Patton,Pike, 
John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Shanks,  Sherman,  Sloan, 
Bpaulding,  Stevens,  A'an  Talkenburgh,  Verree,  Wallace,  E. 
v.  Walton,  Wheeler,  W'ilson,  Windom — 51. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Allen,  Alley,  Baker,  Biddle,  Bingham, 
Jacob  B.  Blair,  William  (>.  Brown,  Buffinton,  Calvert,  Cham- 
berlain, CoOb,  Corning,  Cox,  Cravens,  Crittenden,  Delaplaine, 
Diven,  Dunlap,  Dunn,  Edwards,  English,  Fisher,  Frank, 
Granger,  Gridtr,  Haight,  Halo,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrison, 
Hooper,  Horton,  Ilutchins,  Julian,  Kerrigan,  JfCnupp,  Law, 
Lazcar,  Leary,  Lehman,  Lovcjoy,  Mallory,  Minzits,  Xnl.b', 
Nocll,  JVorton,  Nugen,  t'endleton.  Perry,  Timothy  G.  Phelps, 
Ponioroy,  Porter,  Potter,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Riddle, 
Jamct  S.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sheffield,  Sheilabarger,  Shiel,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stratton,  Benjamin  F. 
Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Trowbridge,  Vallandigham,  A'an 
Horn,  Wadsworth,  Webster.  Albert  S.  White,  Chilton  A. 
White,  Wickliffe,  Wrigfitr-I^  j 


IN  SENATE. 
May  29 — Mr.  Sdmner  offered  this  new  section: 
That  an  annual  tax  of  five  dollars  shall  be  paid  by  every 
person  or  persons,  corporation,  or  society,  for  and  on  ac- 
connt  of  the  service  or  labor  of  every  other  pers<'^  between 
the  ages  of  ten  and  sixty-five  years,  whose  service  or  labor, 
for  a  ttrm  of  years  or  for  life,  is  claimed  to  be  owned  by 
stj(sh  first  mentioned  person  or  persons,  corporation,  or  so- 
ciety, whether  in  a  fiduciary  capacitj',  or  otherwise,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  or  customs  of  any  State;  and 
said  annual  tax  shall  be  levied  and  collected  of  the  person 
or  persons,  corporation,  or  society,  making  such  claim,  and 
of  their  goods,  chattels,  or  lands,  as  is  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided; but  in  no  case  shall  the  person  or  persons  whose 
service  or  labor  is  so  claimed,  or  their  servico  or  labor,  be 
sold  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  said  tax:  Provided,  That 
this  tax  shall  not  apply  to  service  due  to  parents. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  add  this  proviso: 
That  the  tax  herein  prescribed  shall  not  be  levied  or 
collected  in  any   State  where  a  system  of  gradual  emanci- 
pation may  have  been  adopted  at  the  time  of  the  collection. 

Which  was  rejected — ^yeas  15,  nays  20,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Browning,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  H-irris,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Pomeroy,  Sher- 
man, Ten  Eyck,  Wiley,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wriqht, 
—15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anthony,  Carlile,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Howard,  Kennedy, 
King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Sumner, 
Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot — 20. 

Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Pum- 
ner's,  by  reducing  the  tax  from  five  to  two 
dollars,  which  "was  agreed  to: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Halo,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Kennedy, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lano  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Powell,  Sher- 
man, Simmons,  Ton  Eyck,  Wade,  Willey,  Wrigll—28. 

Nats — Messrs.  Carlile,  King,  Latham,  McDoiigall,  Pome- 
roy, Saulshury,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts— 10. 

Mr.  Sumner's  amendment  was  then  rejected 
— yeas  14,  nays  22,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Har- 
lan, Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Sim- 
mons, Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  iJa/yarrf,  Browning,  CarliU,  Cowa.n,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Hale,  Harris,  Kennedy,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Latham,  McDoiigall,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Saulsbury, 
Sherman,  Ten  Eyck,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Wright— 22. 

June  5 — Mr.  Sumner  offered  this  as  a  new 
section  : 

That  every  person  claiming  the  service  or  labor  of  any 
other  jierson  as  a  slave,  shall  pay  a  tax  of  two  dollars  on 
account  of  every  person  so  claimed.  But  in  no  case  shall 
any  person  so  claimed  be  sold  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
the  tax. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  19,  nays  16,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Fes- 
senden, Foot,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Mor- 
rill, Pomeroy,  Rice,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Wilkinson,  Wil- 
mot—19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Browning,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Foster,  Hale,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Latham,  Nesmith, 
Powell,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  ^^ight—l<}. 

June  6 — Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  reconsider 
this  vote  ;  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  22,  nays 
18,  as  follows  : 

Yea* — Messrs.  Bayard,  Browning,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Hale,  Harris,  KenneAy,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  LiUham,  McDougall,  Ncsmith,  Powell,  Rice,  Sauls- 
bury, Stark,  Ton  Eyck,  Willey,  Wright— 22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Fessenden, 
Foot,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
Wilmot— 18. 

Mr.  Howe  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  claimed "  thft 
word:i,  "  except  tlwse  under  ten  and  over  sixty 
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years  of  age,"  wliich  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
aniendruent,  as  amended,  was  then  rejected — 
yeab  17,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Fessenden, 
Foot,  G'n.iios,  Ii'arlan,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Morrill,  Sim- 
mons, Sl-Diui T,T\-umliulI,  Wixda,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot — 17. 

Nays — Mussrs.  I'amrcl,  Browning,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Doi.liiti';,  I'otter,  Hale,  Harris,  Kennedy,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lalliain,  jlk  Dnur/all,  A'cs)mth,  Powell,  Mice,  Sauls- 
harii.  Stark,  Ton  Eytk,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Mass.,  Wright 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

INTERNAL  KEVENUE  ACT  OF   1864. 

April  28 — The  House  passed  the  act  of  1864 
— yeas  110,  nays  3t\     The  Nats  were: 

Messrs.  James  C.  Ailen,  Wiliia'in.J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Brooks, 

Clianlcr,  Cot,  Dawsrni,  .^jtnism--,  Eden,  Eldndge,  Finck^  i 
Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  .Harris,  Herrick,  Philip  JoJinsrm, 
WiViavi  Johnsrm,  Knapp,  Lav),  Le  Blond,  Long,  Marcy, 
McDowell,  McKinney,  Jama  K.  H/orris,  iloi-rison,  Nohle, 
John  O^Neill,  I'endleton,  lYny,  li'ohinson,'  Boss,  Stiles, 
Sfrnuse,  Stuart,  Voorhees,  Ward,  Clilion  A.  White,  Joseph 
W.  White,  Fernando  Woodr-^^. 

June  6 — The  Senate  arnendod  and  passed  the 
bill — yeas  22,  nays  3,  (MevJii-s.  Davis,  Hendricks, 
Poivell. ) 

The  bill,  as  finally  agreed  upon  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  Conference,  passed  ii,ithout  a  division. 


TARIFF  act   of   1{>1'2.  , 

Second  Session,  Thirty-SBVuuth  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE. 

1862,  July  1 — The  House  pas'sed,  without  a 
division,  a  bill  increasing  tempoi'!.rJly  the  duties 
on  imports,  and  for  other  purpo.so"?. 

July  8 — The  Senate  passed  U  without  a  di- 
vision. 

THE  tariff  act  OF  ISd'fl. 

June  4 — The  House  passed  the  Lill — yeas  81, 
nays  28.     The  Nays  were: 

Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Bliss,  James  S.  B>  <nin,  Cox,  'Edger- 
ton,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Gridcr,  Harding,  }}  >fi:mgton;  C/ias. 
M.  Harris,  Ilerricl;  Ilolman,  Hatchins,  t,%  Biond,  Long, 
Mallorij,  Marcy,  McDoiutll,  Morrison,  iVii**',  Pendleton, 
Prry.  Pniyn,  Boss,  Wadsworlh,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph 
W.  H'/aVc— 28. 

June  IT — The  Senate  passed  tl. i.  bill — yeas 
22,  n.iys  5,  (Messrs  Bnckalew,  Ilcnmicks,  Mc- 
Dougull,  Powell,  Ricliardso7i) 

taxes  in  INSURRECTIONARY  PISTRIOV^,    1862. 

Second   Session,   Thirty-Seventh  congress. 

1862,  May  12 — The  bill  for  the  colection  of 
taxes  in  the  insurrectionary  districts,  passed  the 
Senate — yeas  32,  nays  3,  as  follows  ; 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Ch&i,dler,  Clark, 
i)aris,  Dixon,  Doolittic,  Fessenden,  Foot,  F Miter,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Henderson,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Ind'ana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Latham.  McDuugall,  Morrill,  iVIasu-Wi,  Fomeroy, 
Bice,  .'^heruian,  Sumner,  Ten  Kyck.  Trumbu.',!.  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, Willey,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  mViAJ— 52, 

Na¥S — Messrs.  Howard,  Powell,  Saulsbury  ~t 

May  28— The  bill  passed  Houee-  yeas  98, 
nays  17.     The  Nays  were  : 

Messrs.  Biddle,  Calvert,  Cravens.  Johnson,  Ke^rijan,  Law, 
Mallory,  Menzies,  Noble,  Norton.  Pendleton,  Pu  ry,  Francis 
Xliouias,  VaUandigham,  Ward,  Wickliffe,  Wooa'~n. 

The  Democrats  who  voted  Ayk  were: 

Messrs ,  A  ncona.  Baity,  Colih.  English,  naigld.ll'lman.  Leh- 
man. Odell.  I'helps.  Bichnrd.i(m.  James  S.  BtiUi%.£,  She£idd, 
Smitli.  John  B.  SUelc,  Wm.  G.  Steele — 1-i. 


TAXES    IN   INSURRECTIONAKT   DISTRICTS,    1864. 

IN  SENATE. 

June  27 — The  bill  passed  the  Senate  without 
a  division. 

July  2 — It  passed  the  House  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  National  Currency  Act*  of  1863. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

1863,  February  12— The  bill  passed— yeas  23, 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Doo- 
little,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard, 
Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Monill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Sherman, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts — 23. 


*  January  17 — The  President  sent  this  message  to  Coi^ 
gress: 
2'othc  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  signed  the  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  imme- 
dinte  payment  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  14th  and  by 
the  Senate  on  the  1.5th  instant. 

The  joint  resolution  is  a  simple  authority,  amounting, 
however,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  a  direction  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  additional  issue 
of  :tlOO,000,000  in  United  States  notes,  if  so  much  money  is 
needed,  for  the  payment  of  the  army  and  navy. 

My  approval  is  given  in  order  that  every  possible  facility 
may  be  afforded  for  the  prompt  discharge  of  all  arrears  of 
pay  due  to  our  soldiers  and  our  sailors. 

While  giving  this  approval,  however,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  express  my  sincere  regret  that  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  authorize  so  large  an  additional  issue  of  United 
States  notes  when  this  circulation,  and  that  of  the  sus- 
pended banks  together,  have  become  already  so  redundant 
as  to  increase  prices  beyond  real  values,  thereby  augment- 
ing the  cost  of  living  to  the  injury  of  labor,  and  the  cost  of 
supplies  to  the  injury  of  the  whole  country. 

It  seems  very  plain  that  the  continued  issues  of  United 
States  notes,  without  any  check  to  the  issues  of  suspended 
l)anks  and  without  adequate  provision  for  the  raising  of 
money  by  loans,  and  for  funding  the  issues  so  as  to  keep 
them  within  due  limits,  must  soon  produce  disastrous  con- 
sequences. And  this  matter  appears  to  me  so  important 
that  I  feel  bound  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  ask  the 
especial  attention  of  Congress  to  it. 

That  Congress'  has  power  to  regulate  the  currency  of 
the  country  can  hardly  admit  of  a  doubt  ;  and  that  a  ju- 
dicious meiisure  to  prevent  the  deterioration  of  this  cur- 
rency, liy  a  reasonable  taxation  of  bank  circulation  or 
otherwise,  is  needed,  seems  equally  clear.  Independently 
of  this  general  consideration,  it  wt)uld  be  unjust  to  the 
l)eojileat  large  to  exempt  banks  enjoying  the  special  priv- 
ilege of  circulation  from  their  just  proportion  of  the  public 
burdens. 

In  order  to  raise  money  by  way  of  loans  most  easily  and 
cheaply,  it  is  clearly  necessary  to  give  every  possible  sup- 
port to  the  public  credit.  To  that  end,  a  uniform  currency, 
in  which  taxes,  subsciiptions  to  loans,  and  ail  other  ordi- 
nary public  du  s,  as  well  as  all  private  dues,  may  be  p:iid, 
is  almost  if  not  quite  indispensable.  Such  .a  currency  cin 
be  furnished  by  banking  jissociations,— organized  under  a 
general  act  of  Congress,  as  suggested  jn  my  message  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  session.  The  securing  of  this  cir- 
culation by  the  pledge  of  United  States  bonds,  as  therein 
suggested,  would  still  further  lacilitati- loans,  Uyjncreasing 
the  present  and  causing  a  future  demand  for  sucKTjouds. 

In  view'of  the  actual  financial  embarrassments  of  the 
Government,  and  of  the  greater  embarrassments  sure  to 
come  if  the  necessaiy  means  of  relief  be  not  afforded,  I 
feel  that  I  should  not  perform  my  duty  by  a  simple  an- 
nouncement of  my  approval  of  the  joint  resolution  which 
proposes  relief  only  by  increasing  circulation,  without  ex- 
pressing my  e.irnest  desire  that  measures,  such  in  sub- 
stance as  those  I  have  just  referred  to,  may  receive  the 
early  sanction  of  Congress. 

By  such  measures,  in  my  opinion,  will  payment  be  most 
certainly  secured,  not  only  to  the  army  and  navy,  but  to 
all  honest  creditors  of  the  Government,  and  satisf.ictory 
piovisioii  made  for  future  demands  on  the  Ireaaurv. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

January  17, 1863. 
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jj\TS — Messrs.  Carhle,  Oillamer,  Cnwan,  Davis,  Dixon, 
FO't.  Griincs.  Henderson,  Hicks,  Keiine'l;/,  King,  Latham, 
ilDoujaU,  F.iirdl,  Rice,  Ridtardson,  Saulsbwry,  Trumbull, 
Turyi^,  Wall,  Wilson  of  Slissouri — 21. 

IN    IJOUSE. 

February  20 — The  bill  passed — yeas  78,  uays 

64,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Ashley,  Babbitt,  Beainan, 
Biugliam,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Blake.  Bufliuton,  Calvert,  Cann>- 
bell,  Casey,  CUamberlain,  Clements,  Culfax,  Conway,  Co- 
vo<le,  Cutler,  Davis,  Delano,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Ely, 
Fentou,  Samuel  C.  Fessenden,  Thomas  A.  D.  Fessendeli, 
Fisher,  Frank,  Goodwin,  Granger,  Halin,  Ilaigitt,  Hick- 
man, llooper,  Hutchins,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kel- 
loirg,  William  Kellogg,  Lansing,  Leary,  Luvejoy,  Low, 
Mcludoe,  McKean,  McPhevson,  Marston,  Mayuard,  Moor- 
bead,  Anson  P.  Morrill,  NoM,  Olin,  Patton,  Timothy  G. 
Phelps,  Potter,  Alexander  H.  Kice,  John  H.  Rice,  Sargent, 
Sedgwick,  Segar,  Shanks,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan, 
Spauldiug,  Stevens,  Trimble,  Trowljridge,  Van  Horn,  Van 
VVyck,  ^'erree,  Wall,  Wallace,  Washburne,  Albert  S. 
White,  W'indi jm,  W"orcester — 78. 

Nays — Messrs.  William  Alhn,  Anemia,  Baily,  Baker, 
Baxter,  Uiddle,  Cobb,  Frederick  A.  Coukling,  RoBCoe  Conk- 
ling,  Cox,  Cravens,  Cril'endert,  Dawes,  Edwards,  English, 
Gooch,  Grider,  Gurley,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrison,  Uidman, 
Horton,  Johnson,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Loomis, 
Mallory,  May,  Me.nzic.s,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  Morris,  Nixon, 
KohU,  Norton,  Nugen,  Oddl,  Pendleton,  I'erry,  Pike,  Pom- 
eroy,  Porter,  Price,  llobinsmi,  James  S.  Rollins,  Sheffield, 
Skiel,  John  B.  Stede,  William,  G.  Steele,  Stiles.  Stratton, 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  F.  Thomas,  Vallandigham,  Wads- 
ux/rik,  Wheeler,  Whaley,  ChiUim  A.  While,  Wickliffe,  Wil- 
Bon,  WooUruff,  Wright — 04. 

THE   ACT   OP    18G4. 

April  18 — The  bill  passed  the  House — yeas 
80,  nays  66,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Jacob 
B. Blair,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,W. G.  Brown,  A.W.Clark, 
Freeman  Clarke,  (;oblj,  Colo,  Creswcll,  Dawes,  Deming, 
T.  T.  Davis,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Farnsworth, 
Fenton,  Frank,  Gai'lield,  Gooch,  Grinncll,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,  Asahcl  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kasson,  Kelloy,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Loan,  Lougyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoo, 
Samuel  F.  aDUer,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham, 
Price,  William  H.  Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rol- 
lins, Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Tnu^y,  Upson, 
Van  Valkcnburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washl.urue,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Webster,  Williams,  Wilder,  W^ilson,  Windom,  Wood- 
bridge — 80. 

Nays — M«srs.  J.  C.  A  lien,  W.  J.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  A.  C. 
Baldioin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  Chanlcr,  Clay, 
Goit'TOth,  Cravens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Fiiiclc, 
Gansrm,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Bin- 
jamin  0.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman, 
Hutchins,  William  Johnson,  Kcrnan,  King,  Knapp,  Law, 
Lazear,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  Mid- 
dle.ton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Mornson,  Nel- 
son, Noble,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Sam,uel  J. 
Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Stede,  W.  G. 
Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Thomas,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A. 
White,  Joseph  W.   White,  Winjleld,  Fernando  Wood,  Yea- 

May  10 — The  Senate  passed  it — yeas  30,  nays 
9,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Har- 
lan, Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman, 
Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Wiuklo,  Wil- 
kinson, Willey,  Wilson — ^0. 

Nays— Jlessrs.  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Grimes^  Heuder- 
■011,  Powell,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Saulsbury — 8. 

IN  HOUSE. 

SMALL    NOTES. 

^ending  the  consideration  of  this  bill, 
A'^ril  6  -A  section  wns  adopted,  authorizing 
the  isrue  to  those  banks  of  notes  of  the  denomi- 
natioas  of  one.   two,  thre*,  live,  teu,   twenty, 


fifty,  one  hundred,  five  hundred,  and  one  thou- 
sand  dollars — yeas  16,  nays  54,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allisoi/,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxt<r,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boutweil, 
Boyd,  Bronmall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Dixon, 
Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Ganson,  Gcjoch, 
Grinnell,  Griswold,  Hale,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis 
W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin, 
McBride,  SicClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  MorriU, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amps  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Chailes  O'Neill, 
Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Pruyn,  Radford, 
William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Spalding, 
Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  A'^an  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B. 
Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 76. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  C.Allen,  William  J.Allen,  Ancona, 
Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brooks,  James S.  Brown, 
William  G.  Brown,  Chanter,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden, 
Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Grider,  Harrington,  Herrick,  Hol- 
man, Philip  Johnson,  William  Johnsmi,  Kalbfleisch,  Kcr- 
nan, Law,  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney,  Middleton, 
William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson,  Rogers, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Strouse,  Sweat,  Thomas,  Voorhees,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A. 
White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Benjamin  Wood,  Tear 
man — 64. 

INTEREST. 

The  section  enacting  that  seven  per  cent,  in- 
terest shall  be  deemed  the  lawful  interest  in 
all  States  where  no  rate  is  established,  but 
each  bank  shall  be  bound  by  the  State  law 
regulating  interest  in  the  State  where  it  is  lo- 
cated, was  agreed  to — yeas  89,  nays  45. 

STATE    TAXATION. 

This  section  : 

That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  constmed  to  prevent  the 
taxation  by  Sfcites  of  the  capital  stock  of  banks  organized 
under  this  act,  the  same  as  the  property  of  other  moneyed 
corporations,  for  State  or  municipal  piu'poses ;  but  no  State 
shall  impose  any  tax  upon  such  associations  or  their  capi- 
tal, circulation,  dividends,  or  business,  at  a  higher  rate  of 
taxation  than  shall  be  imposed  by  such  State  upon  the 
same  amount  of  moneyed  capital  in  the  hands  of  iBdividual 
citizens  of  such  Sbite. 

Was  adopted — yeas  78,  nays  56,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Baily,  Augustus  C.Baldwin,  Bliss, Brooks, BroomaW,  James 
S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Chanter,  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Ganson, 
Grider,  Griswold,  Hall,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
Herrick,  Holman,  Hotchkiss,  Philip  Johnson,  William  John- 
son, Kalbfleisch,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kurnan,  Law,  Lazear, 
Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney,  Middleton,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  William  H  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Amos 
Myers,  Nelson,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pendleton,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H. 
Randall,  John  H.  Rice,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Scofield,  Scott, 
Starr,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Siveat, 
Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ward,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Chilton 
A.  White,  Josrph  W.  IV/uYe,  Windom,  IVinJield,  Benjamin 
Wood,  Teaman — 78. 

Nays— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Be.-iman,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boutwell, 
Boyd,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Thomas  T.  Davis, 
Dixon,  Donnollv,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Fr.ank,  Gooch,  Grin- 
nell, Hale,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Loan, 
Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McCIurg,  Morrill,  Daniel  Mor- 
ris, Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Perham,  Price,  Alexan- 
der H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Shannon, 
SmitlMjrs,  Spalihng,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  Ellihu  B. 
Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wilder— 56. 

ME.    BTEVENS'S    SUBSTITUTE. 

Upon  these  and  other  amendments  being 
adopted,  Mr.  Stevens  offered  a  substitute  for 
the  whole  bill,  which  he  explained  as  difi"ering 
from  the  amended  bill  in  these  respects  only : 

The  substitute  provides  for  a  uniform  rate  of  interest  at 
seven  per  cent.,  and  withdraws  these  national  banks  from 
State  taxation  and  leaves  tham  to  be  taxed  by  the  natiomkl 
Government. 
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Which  was  rejected — yeas  59,  nays  78,  as 
follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Ashley, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Thomas  T.  Davis, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Hooper,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Loan,  Long- 
year,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Leonard  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Patterson,  Perham,  Alex- 
ander H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Kollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shan- 
non, Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson,  Wil- 
liam B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 59. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Bally,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Blaine,  Bliss,  Bronks,  James 
S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  ClianUr,  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  English,  Finch,  Ganson, 
Grider,  Grisrvnld,  Hall,  Harringtf/n,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
Herrick,  Holman,  Hotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hul)bard,  JPhilip 
Jolinson,  William  Johnson,  Kalbfleisch,  Orlando  Kellogg, 
Kernn.n,  Lau),  Long,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McKlnwy,  MiddleXon, 
William  H.  Sliller,  James  R.  Morris.  Morrison,  Amos  Myers, 
Kdson,  Odfll,  John  O'Ntill,  Orth,PcncZk^.?!,Pike.  Pomeroy, 
Price,  Pniyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H. Ran- 
dall, John  H.  Rice,  Robinsrm,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins, 
Scott,  Smithers,  John  B.  Steele,  W.  G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Sweat, 
Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ward,  EUihu  B.  Washburne, 
Whe^.ler,  Chilton  A .  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Wilson,  Wi7i- 
field,  Benjamin  Wood,  Team/in — 78. 

On  Mr.  Stevens's  motion,  the  bill  was  then 
tabled- -yeas  91,  nays  44. 

STATE  TAXATION. 

April  16 — A  new  bill,  previously  introduced, 
w^as  considered,  containing  (among  others)  this 
provision  : 

"  Every  organization  under  this  act  shall  pay  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  a  duty  of  one  per  cent,  each 
aalf  year,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
1864,  upon  the  maximum  amount  of  their  circulating  notes 
during  the  six  months  ;  and  in  default  of  such  payment 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to 
retain  one  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  bonds  required  to  be 
deposited  as  security  for  such  circulation  at  each  semi-an- 
nual payment  of  the  interest  thereon;  and  such  duty  and 
the  taxes  or  duties  imposed  by  Congress  from  time  to  time 
ahall  he  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes  on  such  associations: 
Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  market  value  of  the  shares  in  any  of  the  said 
banking  associations,  held  by  any  person  or  body-corporate 
created  by  State  law,  being  included  in  the  valu.ationof  the 
aggregate  personal  property  of  such  person  or  .'^tate  corpo- 
ration in  assessing  any  tax  imposed  bj'any  State  or  muu;- 
cipal  authority  on  the  aggregate  personal  estate  of  all 
persons  subject  to  the  authority  of  such  State  or  muu.ci- 
pality." 

Mr.  Fenton  moved  to  substitute  this  : 

And  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  taxation  by  States  of  the  capital  stock  of  banks  organ- 
ized under  this  act,  the  same  as  the  property  of  other  mon- 
eyed corporatious  for  State  or  municipal  purposes  ;  but  no 
fclate  shall  impose  any  tax  upon  such  associations  or  their 
capital,  circulation,  dividends,  or  business,  at  a  higher  rate 
of  taxation  than  shall  be  imposed  by  such  State  upon  the 
same  amount  of  moneyed  capital  in  the  hands  of  individual 
citizens  of  such  State:  Provided,  That  no  State  tax  shall  be 
imposed  on  any  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  such  aRSocia- 
tion  invented  in  the  bonds  of  the  United  States,  deposited 
as  security  for  its  circulation. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  70,  nays  60,  as 
fullows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
irdiily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Boutwell, 
Broomall.  William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman 
Claike,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cole,  Dawes,  Driggs,  Dimiont,  Eckley, 
Farnsworth,  Fcnton,  Frank,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Uigby,  Hooper, 
Hotchkiss,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jonckes,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Mar- 
Tin,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorlica<i,  Mor- 
rill, Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth, 
Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Ran- 
dall, Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  RoU'ns, 
8h,annon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Tracy,  Upson.  Van  Valkenburgh, 
KUihu  B.  Washbnrne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webdter, 
Wildor,  Wilsou,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 70. 


Nats— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  ATTcn,  Au- 
gustus C.  Baldwin,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanter,  Cra- 
vens,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Dawson,  Eden,  Eldridge, 
Finck,  Ganson,  Hall,  Harding,.  Harrington,  Benjamin  O. 
Harris,  Hrrick,  Holman,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Hutchins, 
William  Johnson,  Kalbfleisch,  Kelley,  Keman,  King,  Knapp, 
Law,  Lazear,  Long,  Marcy,  McBride,  McDowell,  McKinney, 
William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nclsem, 
Noble,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Prvyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele, 
Strouse,  Stuart,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White, 
Joseph  W.  White,  Williams,  WinJUld,  Fernando  Wood 
—CO. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

IN  SENATE. 

ON  TAXATION. 

April  29 — The  Senate  committee  reported  a 
substitute  for  Mr.  Fenton's  amendment  adopted 
by  the  House,  which  proposed  that — 

In  lieu  of  all  other  taxes  every  association  shall  pay  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  the  months  of  January 
and  July,  a  duty  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  each  half  year 
from  and  alter  the  1st  day  of  January,  1864,  upon  the  aver- 
age amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation,  and  a  duty  of  one 
quarter  of  one  per  cent,  each  half  year  upon  the  average 
amount  of  its  deposits,  and  a  duty  of  one  quarter  of  one 
per  cent,  each  half  year,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  average  amount 
of  its  capital  stock  beyond  the  amount  invested  in  United 
States  bonds.  *  *  *  P/-r>!uc?frf,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  market  value  of 
the  shares  in  any  of  the  said  associations,  held  by  any  pei^ 
son  or  body-corporate,  from  being  included  in  the  valuation 
of  the  personal  property  of  such  person  or  corporation  in 
the  a-ssessment  of  all  taxes  imposed  by  or  under  State  au- 
thority for  State,  county,  or  municipal  purposes;  but  not  at 
a  greater  rate  than  is  assessed  upon  iill  other  moneyed  cap- 
ital in  the  hands  of  individual  citizens  of  such  State.  And 
all  the  remedies  provided  by  State  laws  for  the  collection  of 
such  taxes  shall  be  applicable  thereto  :  Provided,  also.  That 
nothing  in  thi^  act  shall  exempt  the  real  estate  of  associa- 
tions from  cither  State,  county,  or  municipal  taxes  to  the 
same  extent,  according  to  its  value,  as  other  real  estate  is 
taxed. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
proviso,  and  insert : 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  as 
exempting  the  capital  stock  of  an  association,  beyond  the 
amount  invested  in  United  States  bonds  and  deposited  with 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  as  part  of  its  capital  or 
as  security  for  its  circulating  notes,  from  being  subject  to 
the  same  rate  of  State  and  municipal  taxation  as  is  imposed 
upon  other  personal  property  in  the  State,  city,  or  town  in 
which  the  association  is  located. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas   11,  nays  28,  as 

follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Conness,  Harding,  Howard, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Wilkinson — 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Clark,  Collamcr,  Cowan, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Har- 
lan, Henderson,  Hendricks,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
McDougatl,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Xejimitk,  Powell,  Riddle,  Ten 
Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wilson— 28. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  to  amend  the  proviso  so 
as  to  make  it  read  : 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  net  shall  be  constmed  to 
prevent  the  market  value  of  the  shares  in  any  of  the  said 
associations,  lield  by  any  person  or  body-corporate,  from 
being  includeil  in  the  valuation  of  the  personal  property  of 
such  person  or  corporation  in  the  assessment  of  all  taxes 
imposed  by  or  under  Stiite  authority  for  State,  county,  or 
municipal  purposes  in  the  State  where  the  bank  is  situated; 
&c. 

Which  was  rejected — ^yeas  11,  nays  27,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Conness,  Harlan,  Hendricks, 
Howard,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sunmer, 
Wilkinson — 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalmo,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  F<x)t,  Foster,. 
Grimes,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Lane  of  Kansas.  Morgan,  Xesmilh,  Powell,  Riddle,  Sv>rague» 
Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wilson— 27. 
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May  6  —Mr.  Sumner's  substitute  :* 

And  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes  on  the  capital,  circulation, 
deposits,  shares,  ami  other  iiroperty,  every  assnciatioti  shall 
pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  the  months  of 
January  and  July,  a  duty  of  one  per  cent,  each  half  year 
from  and  af'er  the  1st  day  of  January,  ISCl,  upon  the  aver- 
age amou  It  of  its  notes  in  circulation,  and  the  duty  of  one 
half  of 'lie  per  cent,  ea  h  half  year  upm  the  arerane 
amount  of  its  deposits,  and  a  duty  of  one  half  of  one  per 
cent,  each  half  year,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  average  amount  of 
its  capital  stock  beyond  the  amount  invested  in  United 
Slates  bonds  :  *  *  Provided,  Tuat  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  e.xempt  the  real  estate  of  a-^sociations  from  either 
State,  county,  or  municipal  taxes  to  Ihesame  e.Ytent.  accord- 
ing to  its  value,  as  other  real  estate  is  taxed:  Provided  also, 
That  all  taxes  imposed  by  this  or  any  future  act  on  blinking 
associations  organized  uuder  national  legislation  shall  be 

*  Mr.  SUMJJEE  read  this  letter  from  Sacretiry  Chase : 
Treasury  Depart.hent, 

Ma>j  5,  1S64. 

Sir  :  Nothing  but  my  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of 
Bustaining  by  every  possible  means  the  public  credit,  upon 
which  the  sole  dependence  of  the  Government  to  suppress 
the  insurrection  must  rest,  would  induce  me  to  address  you 
this  letter  upon  a  suliject  which  has  already  received  so 
much  consider.ation. 

■  The  bill  in  relation  to  the  national  banking  system  now 
under  debate  is  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment  to  the  act 
of  the  last  session.  Though  a  complete  bill  in  itself,  it  con- 
tains fjw  provisions  not  substantially  embraced  in  that  act, 
among  which  that  in  relation  to  the  measure  and  distribu- 
tion of  taxation  may  bo  regarded  perhaps  as  the  most  im- 
portant. .  Under  ordinary  circumstances  there  might  be  no 
insuperalile  objection  to  leaving  the  property  organized 
under  the  national  banlung  law,  subject  as  are  almost  all 
descriptions  of  property  to  general  taxation,  State,  national, 
and  municipal.  But  in  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, I  respectfully  submit  that  this  particular  description 
of  property  should  be  placed  in  the  same  category  with  im- 
ported goods  before  their  entry  into  general  consumption, 
and  be  subjected  to  exclusive  national  taxation. 

At  the  present  moment  the  duties  on  imports  form  the 
sole  reliance  of  the  Government  for  means  to  pay  the  inter- 
est on  the  public  delit.  If  to  these  means  the  taxes  to  be 
paid  by  the  national  banks  shall  be  added  a  most  important 
addition  will  be  made  to  these  measures.  The  mere  fact 
that  these  taxes  are  made  payable  to  the  national  Govern- 
ment and  so  rendered  available  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  public  debt,  and  for  the  reduction  of  its  principal, 
will  strengthen  the  jiublic  credit  and  facilitate  the  negotia- 
tion of  the  necessary  loans  at  moderate  rates  of  interest.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  such  a  disposition  of  these  taxes  w^ould 
be  worth  more  to  the  Government  during  the  present  strug- 
gle in  practical  results  than  three  times  the  actual  value  of 
the  taxes  themselves. 

I  do  not  at  all  sujrgest  that  this  description  of  property 
should  not  be  taxed  as  heavily  as  any  other  description. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  just  that  it  should  bear  its  full 
proportion  of  the  public  burdens.  I  am  only  anxiotis  that 
the  taxation  upon  it  shall  be  made  to  contribute  as  Largely 
as  possible  to  the  general  welfare,  and  it  is  the  conviction 
deeply  impressed  on  my  mind  that  it  will  contribute  more 
wheu  aggregated  in  one  mass,  and  made  to  tell  upon  the 
general  public  credit,  than  when  distributed  between  the 
nation  and  the  States  and  numerous  municipal  corporations, 
that  prompts  me  to  address  these  views  to  you. 

Under  any  plan  of  partition  that  may  be  adopted  the 
amount  of  taxation  distributable  to  the  several  States  and 
municipalities  will  be  comparatively  small  and  unimport- 
ant, and  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  total  taxation  of  b.ank- 
ing  property  for  all  purposes,  will  be  less  than  it  will  if 
taxed  exclusively  for  national  purposes.  The  advantages 
of  partition  to  States  and  municipalities  will  therefore  be 
email,  and  the  banks  may  not  lose  by  it.  The  nation  alone 
will  be  injured.  It  will  not  be  understood,  of  course,  that 
the  foregoing  suggestions  are  intended  to  apply  to  real 
estate  held  by  any  banking  institutions ;  that  description 
of  property  mast  necessarily  be  held  by  titles  under  State 
laws,  and  should  properly  be  subjected  exclusively  to 
State  taxation,  except  in  the  event  of  a  direct  tax  by  Con- 
gress. 

The  case  is  otherwise  with  the  personal  property  and 
credits  of  the  banking  associations.  These  receive  their 
organization  from  national  law  and  for  great  national  pur- 
poses, and  may  therefore  be  with  great  propriety,  and — as 
I  have  endeavored  to  show  at  the  present  time — with  great 
public  advantiige  be  subjected  to  exclusive  national  taxa- 
tion. 

Respectfully  yours,  S.  P.  CUASE. 

The  Hon.  William  Pitt  Fessemdex, 

C/iaintian  of  the  Committee  on.  Finance,  Senate 
C/iamber. 


applied  exclusively  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal of  the  national  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  11,  nays  24,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — 5Iessrs.  Chandler,  Conness,  Howard,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Ponieroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wil- 
kinson. Wilson — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Clark,  Colla- 
mer,  Cowau,  Davis,  Dixon.  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Fos- 
ter, Grimes,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howe,  Johnson,  Morgan, 
Powell,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Ten  Eyak,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle— 24. 

ON    SMALL    NOTES. 

May  10 — Mr.  Buckalew  moved  to  strike  out 
of  the  twenty-second  section  the  words  allow- 
ing one,  two,  and  three  dollar  bills  ;  which 
was  rejected — yeas  8,  nays  27,  as  f;.llows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Henderson, 
Powell,  Ridiardson,  Riddle,  Sauhbury — S. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Dixon, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Ifausas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ramsey, 
Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson — 27. 

ON    REPEALING    THE    BANKING    SYSTEM. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  substitute  for  the  whole 
bill,  a  section  repealing  the  banking  act  of 
February  25,  1863  ;  which  was  rejected — yeas  6, 
(Messrs.  Buckalew,  Henderson,  PowfiZ/,  Richard- 
son, Riddle.  Saulsbury,)  nays  31. 

The  bill  then  passed. 

The  House  non-concurred  in  the  Senate's 
amendments,  when  a  Committee  of  Conference 
was  appointed,  who  reported,  June  1.  The  taj 
question  was  settled  by  adding  these  words  to 
the  thirty-second  section: 

And  notliing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  all 
the  shares  in  any  of  the  said  associations,  held  by  any  per- 
son or  body  corporate,  from  being  included  in  the  valuation 
of  personal  property  of  such  person  or  corporation,  in  the 
assessment  of  taxes  imposed  by  or  under  State  authority, 
at  the  place  where  such  bank  is  located,  and  not  elsewhere ; 
but  not  at  a  greater  rate  than  is  assessed  on  other  moneyed 
capital  in  the  hands  of  individual  citizens  of  said  States : 
Provided  furtlier.  That  the  tax  so  imposed  under  the  law  of 
any  State  upon  the  shares  of  any  of  the  associations  author>- 
ized  by  this  act  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  imposetl  on  shares 
in  any  of  the  bank  organizations  under  the  authority  of  the 
State  where  such  association  is  located. 

The  bi'I  provides  for  a  tax  of  one  per  cent, 
on  the  circulation  of  national  banks,  one  half 
of  one  per  cent,  on  their  deposits,  and  one  per 
cent,  on  their  capital  above  the  amount  invested 
in  United  States  bonds. 

The  report  was  concurred  in,  without  a  di- 
vision in  either  house. 

The  Public  Debt. 

THE  PUBLIC  CREDIT  UNDER  BUCHANAN. 

'December  28,  1860— Bids  for  $5,000,000  in 
six  per  cent.  Treasury  notes,  authorized  by  act 
of  December  17,  1860,  were  opened  by  Philip 
F.  Thomas,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  it 
was  found  that  only  $2,500,000  were  bid  for, 
and  this  at  a  rate  of  discount  from  seven  to 
thirty-six  per  cent.  Eight  thousand  five  hun- 
dred were  bid  for  at  seven  per  cent.;  $151,600' 
at  from  seven  to  ten  per  cent ;  §1,087,000  at 
twelve  per  cent.;  $140,000  at  from  twelve  to- 
twenty  per  cent.;  $325,000  at  from  twenty  to 
thirty-six  per  cent. 

January  19,  1861 — The  balance  of  this  loan 
was  taken,  the  bids  being  for  nearly  tripl* 
the  amount  and  ranging  from  eight  and  a 
half  to  fifteen   per  cent,   discount.      One   bid 
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of  $10,000  was   made  at  twenty  per  cent,  dis- 
count. 

February  23,  1861 — John  A.  Dix,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  opened  the  bids  for  $3,000,000  of 
six  per  cent,  twenty  years'  stock  of  the  United 


States.  Over  $14,000  000  were  offered  ;  the 
lowest  accepted  bid  was  $90  15  for  $100  ;  the 
highest  bid  over  ninety-six  dollars.  The  whole 
loan  was  taken  at  an  average  of  about  90^. 
Over  $4,000,000  were  bid  for  at  $90  15. 


Debt  of  the   United  States,  from  June  3/?,   1860,  to  May  14,   1864. 

June  Sn,  1S60,  the  public  debt  was , $64,768,703  03 

Oi  which  $43,079,203  08  were  in  bonds,  and  $19,690,500  in  Treasury  notes. 

JuneSO,  ISGl,  the  public  debt  was 90,867,828  68 

Slay  29, 1862,  the  public  debt  was 491,445,984  11 

as  follows : 


Under  what  act. 


Loan  of  1842. 

Do 

1847 

Do 

1848. 

Do 

1858 

Do 

1860 

Do 

1801 

Texan  indemnity 

Treasury  notes  issued  prior  to  1857 

Treasury  notes  under  act  of  December  23, 1857 

Treasui-y  notes  under  act  of  December  17, 1860 

Treasury  notes  under  acts   of  June  22,  1860,  and   February  and 

March,  1801 

Treasury  notes  under  acts  of  March  2,  July  17,  and  August  5, 

1861 


Three  years'  7.30  bonds.. 
Twenty  years'  bonds 


Oregon  war  debt 

United  States  notes 

Certilicates  of  indebtedness.. 
5-20  years'  bonds 


Four  per  cent,  temporary  loan., 
Five  per  cent,  temporary  loan.. 


Kato  of  interest. 


6  per  cent.. 

do.  . 

do... 

5  per  cent.. 
do. 

6  per  cent.. 
5  per  cent.. 


Interest  stopped 

do 

do 


6  per  cent... 
do.... 


7.30  per  cent.. 
6  per  cent 


do 

No  interest.. 
6  per  cent.... 
do 


4  per  cent.. 

5  per  cent.. 


$2,833,364  11 
9,415,250  GO 
8,908,341  SO 

20,000,000  00 
7,022,000  00 

18,415,000  00 
3,461,000  00 


105,111  64 
175,900  00 
221,050  00 

2,767,900  00 

111,600  00 


120,523,450  00 
50,000,000  00 


47,199,000  00 
2,699,400  00 


5,913,042  21 
44,865,524  35 


Total. 


$70,104,955  91 


3,382,161  64 

170,523,450  00 

878,450  00 

145,880,000  00 

49,898,400  00 

50,778,566  58 


^91,445,984  11 


Average  rate  of  interest  paid  on  the  entire  debt  is  4  354.1000  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Of  this,  these  items  belonged  to  the  old  debt : 

Funded $70,104,9.55  91 

Treasury  notes 3,270,561  64 

Oregon  war  debt 878,450  CO 


Leaving  due  to  the  war.. 


74.253,907  55 
417,195,016  50 


June  30, 1862,  the  debt  was $517,372, 

June  30,  18G3— The  public  debt  was m $1,098,79J, 

As  follows: 

Loau  of  1842, 6  per  cent $302, 

''    1847, 6  per  cent 9.415, 

"    1848, 6  per  cent 8,908, 

"   1858 5  per  cent 20,000, 

"   leeo, 5  percent 7,0:.'2, 

"         1^01,  (Feb.  8,)  6  per  cent ■. 18,415, 

"        1861,  (March  2,)  6  percent ■....  770, 

Old  funded  aud  unluiided  debt  (1800  and  1812,)  Sand  6  per  ceat 114. 

Texan  indemnity,  5  per  cent 1 3,401, 

Treasury  notes  issued  prior  to  1857,  (int.  slopped,) $104,.'561  64 

Treasury  notes  issued  underactof  Doc.  1:3, 1857 13,000  00 

Tieasurv  notes  issued  under  act  of  Doc,  17, 1860 ~.  l.ODO  00 

reraandnotes  July  17,and  Aug.  5,1861 3,351,019  75 

U.S.  notes,  Fi'b.  25, 1802 147,767,114  00 

U.  S.  notes.  July  11,  1862 - 150,000,000  00 

Postal  cuiTcncv,  July  17,  1862 20,192,456  00 

U.  S.  notes,  (new  issues,)  March  3,  1863 _ - ~     89,879,475  00 

Three  years'  7.30  bonds,  7.30  per  cent  (two  issues,) - 

Twenty  years'  bonds,  6  per  cent,  (two  issues,) 

Oregon  war  debt,  6  per  cent 

Certificates  of  indebtedness,  6  per  cent • 

5.C0  years'  bonds,  6  per  cent - 

Temporary  loau,  4  and  5  per  cent 


411, .308, 
139,970, 
50,0-8. 

i,o.i: 

156.784, 
168,880 
102,384, 


,802  93 
181  37 

,6?0  75 
1-50  00 
,341  SO 
,000  00 
000  00 
,0'.0  00 
,750  00 
,115  48 
000  00 


,626  39 

,500  00 
,500  00 
,300  00 
,241  C5 
,-.;50  00 
,085  30 


$1,008,793.]  81  37 

Feb.  2,  1804,  the  debt  was 1,473,2J5,714  00 

May  10, 1864,  the  public  debt  was 1,726,248,411  65 

Way  14,  1864,  the  debt  was ~ 1,730,870,9  6  I'O 
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Statement  of  (he  PuUic  Debt  of  the  United  States,  June  30,  1864. 


DEBT   BEARI.XG   INTEREST   IX   COIN. 


BATE  OF    INTEREST. 


CHARACTER   OF   ISSUE. 


AMOUNT   OUTSIANDINQ. 


6  ppr  cent 

e  per  cent 

5  per  cent 

5  por  cent 

6  per  cent.     .. 

6  per  cent 

6  p.ir  cent 

6  per  cent 

D  pfr  cent 

5  per  cent 

6  por  cont.    ... 

7  3.10  per  cent.... 
6  per  cent 


Bonds 

Bonds 
Bonds 
Bonds 
Bonds 
Bonds 
Bonds 
Bonds, 
Bonds, 
Bonds, 
Bonds, 
Notes, 
Bonds 


exchanged  for  7  3.10 . 

5--20's* 

]0-10's 

Texan  Indemnity 

Oregon  War. 

Tbi'ee  years* 


$9,415,250  00 

8,908,341  80 

20,000,000  00 

7,022,000  00 

18,415.000  00 

50,000.000  00 

30,923, eOO  00 

510,750,900  00 

72,903,850  00 

2,159,000  00 

1,016.000  00 

109,075,750  00 

19,816,096  65 


Aggregate  of  debt  bearing  Coin  Interest.. 


$860,471,788  45 


$564,915  00 

534,500  50 

1,000,000  00 

351,100  00 

1.104.900  00 

3,000.000  00 

1,855,410  00 

30,645,414  00 

3,648,192  50 

107,950  00 

60,960  00 

7,962,529  75 

1,188,965  79 


§52,024,843  ^ 


DEM  LEARING  INTEREST  IN  LAWFUL  MONET. 


4  per  cent.  . 

5  per  cej4-' 

6  per  cent... 
6  per  cent.., 
5  per  cent. 
5  p3r  cent.., 
5  per  cent.  , 


Temporary  Loan 

Temporary  Loan 

Temporary  Loan 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness 

One  Year  Notes 

Two  Years  Notes 

Two  Years  Notes,  witli  Coupons,   $150,000,000  00 
Less  witlidrawn  and  destroyed 
or  ready  to  be  destroyed.  57,279,150  00 


6  per  cent 3  years  Compound  Interest  Notes 

Aggregate  of  debt  bearing  Lawful  Money  interest., 


$662,474  49 

7,414,622  47 

67,080,718  24 

159,570,000  00 

44,520,000  00 

16480,000  00 


92,720,850  00 
3,880,000  00 


$392,328,665  20 


$26,4a5  97 

370,731  12 

4,034, <<43  09 

9,5y4.200  00 

2,216,000  00 

ls!i4,000  00 


4,636,042  5a 


$21,682,315  68 


DEBT   ON  WHICH  INTEEEST   HAS   CEASED. 


RECAPITULATION. 


CflilR.tCTER  OF   ISSUE. 


Bonds  .  

Treasury  Notes 

Treasury  Notes 

Treasury  Notes 

Treasury  Notes 

Temporary  Loan  Coin 

Aggregate  of  debt  on  which  Inter- 
est has  ceased 

Aggregate  of  debt  not  bearing  In- 
ter estf 


AMOUNT  OUTSTANDING. 


$203,808  45 

104,511  64 

9,900  00 

600  00 

47.150  00 

4,200  00 


$370,170  09 
486,866,065  70 


Bearing  interest  in  coin..., 

Bearinginterest  in  lawful 
money 

On    which    interest   has 
ceased  

Beariu.g  no  interest 


AMOUNT 
OUTSTANDING. 


$860,471,788  4J> 

392,328,665  20 

370,17C  09 
486,866,06D  79 


.S1,740,036,«.j9  53 


$52,024,843  54 
21,682.315  68 


$73,707,159  22 


*  TRE.\;-URr  Deparwie.nt,  May  IS,  1864. 
Sir:  Y'our  letter  of  the  13tli  instant,  making  inquiries  in  retjard  to  the  kind  of  currency  witb  which  tlie  five-twenty 
years  six  per  cent,  and  the  three  years  seven-thirty  per  cent,  notes  are  to  be  redeemed,  has  bee*  received. 

It  has  been  the  constant  usage  of  the  Department  to  redeem  all  coupon  and  registered  bonas  fcming  part  of  the 
funded  or  p  rmanejit  debt  of  tine  United  States  in  coin,  and  this  usage  has  not  been  deviated  fivm  during  my  ailmiuis- 
trHtion  of  its  allairs 

All  the  treasury  notes  and  other  obligations  forming  part  of  the  temporary  loan  are  payable  and  will  be  redeemed  in 
lawful  money :  that  is  to  say,  in  United  States  notes  until  after  the  resumption  of  specie  pay.aents,  when  they  also 
will  doubtless  be  rpdeomed  in  coin,  or  equivalent  notes. 

The  fivo-twen'v  si.\'os  being  payable  twenty  years  from  date,  though  redeemable  after  five  years,  are  considered  na 
belonging  1o  the  funded  or  permanent  debt,  and  stj  also  are  the  twenty  years  sixes  into  which  vhe  three  years  seven- 
thirty  notes  are  convertible.     The.se  bonds,  therefore,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Government,  ire  pay.able  in  coin. 

The  tlir-e  yeais  seven-thirty  treasnry  notes  are  part  of  the  temporary  loan,  and  will  be  paid  lO  United  States  notes, 
nnless  holders  prefer  conversion  to  payment. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  P.  CHASE, 

Secrecacfy  of  the  Treaiuryt. 
•}•  This  item  is  thus  composed : 

United  States  Notes,  July  17,  August  5,  1S61.  and  Februarv  12, 1862 - $781,073  00 

"  "      February  2-5,  July  11, 1862,  and  July  17, 1863 399,218,927  00 

"  "      in  redemption  of  temporary  loan 26,160,569  00 

fractional  Currency,  July  17, 1862,  and  March  3, 1863 - 22,210,483  10 

448,371,052  10 

Unpaid  requisitions $50,262,000  00 

Amount  in  Treasury ^ 11,700,986  40 

38,495,013  60 

$480,866,110.3  70 
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The  increase  of  debt  between  periods  has  been 
as  follows: 

Increase  of  Debt 
per  day. 


Days. 

June  20,1863 

Sept.  30, 1863 92 

Feb.      2, 1S64 123 

Mnrch  2,  1864 29 

"      15,  1SG4 13 

May     10, 1P64 55 

«      14, 1864 4 


$1,340,000 
2.(141.000 

l.39.j,ono 

5,550,000 
2,330,000 
1,130,629 


Amount 
out. 
$1,098,793,181 
1,222,113,559 
1,473.2.5,714 
1,513.71,2,8.37 
1,596,0:9,4.9 
l,726.24'<.41l 
1,730,870,9-6 


The  Rebel  Debt. 

December  31,  1862,  the  receipts  of  the  Treas- 
ury from  the  commencement  of  the  "  Perma- 
nent Government,"  (February  18,  1862,)  were 
as  follows : 

Patent  fund .'. $13,920  00 

Customs 668,566  00 

Miscellaneous 2,291.812  00 

Repayments  of  disbursing  oflScers 3,839,26-3  00 

Interest  on  loans    26.583  00 

Call  loan  certificates 59,742.796  00 

One  hundred  million  loan 41,39s,2S6  00 

Treasury  notes 215.554,885  00 

Interest  bearing  notes 113.740,000  00 

War  tax 7. 16,604,513  00 

Loan  2Sth  of  February,  1861 1,375,476  00 

Coin  received  from  Bank  of  Louisiana 2,539,799  00 


Total $457,855,704  00 

Total  debt  up  to  December  31, 1862 556,105,100  00 

Estimated  amount  at  that  date  necessarj-  to 
support  the  Government  to  July,  1863,  was  357,929,229  00 

Up  to  December  31,  1862,  the  issues  of  the 
Treasury  were  : 

Notes     $440,67S,.510  00 

Redeemed 30,193,479  50 


Outstanding $410,485,030  50 


From  January  I,  1863,  to  September  30,  1863, 
the  receipts  of  the  Treasury  were  : 

For  8  per  cent,  stock $107,292,900  70 

For  7  per  cent,  stock ;  38,757,650  70 

For  6  per  cent,  stock 6.810.050  00 

For  5  per  cent,  stock 22^2.900  00 

For  4  per  cent,  stock 482.200  00 

Cotton  certificates 2.000.000  00 

Interest  on  loans 140,210  00 

War  tax 4,128,988  97 

Treasury  notes 391,623,530  00 

Sequestration 1,862,-550  27 

Customs   934,798  68 

Export  duty  on  cotton 8,101  78 

Patent  fund \0,1U  04 

Miscellaneous,  including  repayments  by  dis- 
bursing officers 24.498,217  93 


lotal $601,522,893  12 


EXPENDITDRES  DCKING  TH.^T  TIME. 

War  Department $377,988,244  00 

N.wy  Department 38,437,661  00 

Civil,  miscellaneous,  &c 11,629,278  00 

Customs -  56,636  00 

Public  debt 32,212,290  00 

Notes  canceled  and  redeemed 59,044,449  00 


Total  expenditures $519,368,559  00 

Total  receipts 601,522,893  00 


Balance  in  treasury $82.154,334  00 


But  from  this  amount  is  to  be  deducted  the  amount  of  all 
Trea-sury  notes  that  have  been  funded,  but  which  have  not 
yet  received  a  true  estimation,  $65,000,000 ;  total  remaining, 
$17,154,334. 
CONDITION    OF    THE    TREASURY,  JANUARY    1,    1864. 

Jan.  25 — The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (C. 
G.  Memminger)  laid  before  the  Senate  a  state- 
ment in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  20th,  ask- 


ing information   relative  to  the   funded  debt, 

to  call  certificfites,  to  non-interest  and  interest- 
bearing    Treasury   notes,  and    other  6nancial 

matters.     From  this  it  appears  that,  January 

1864,  the  funded  debt  was  as  follows: 

Act  Feb.  28, 1861,  8  ^  cent.,  $15,000,000  00 

Act  Mav  16,  1861,  8  fi  cent.,      8,774.900  00 

Act  Au<;.  19,  1861,  8  fi  cent.,  100,000,000  00 

Act  April  12, 1862, 8  ^  cent.,      3,612,300  00 

Act  Feb.  20,  1863,  8  f.  cent.,    95,785,000  00 

Act  Feb.  20, 1863,  7  fS  cent.,    63,615,750  00 

Act  March  23,  lf-63,  6  f!  cent.,      2,831,700  00 

Act  April  30, 1863  (cotton  in- 
terest coupons)..'. 8,252,000  00 

$297,871.650  00 

Call  certificates 89,206,770  00 

Non-interest  bearing  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing: 

Act  May  16,  1861— payable 
two  years  after  date   8,320,875  00 

Act  Aug.  19,  1861— General 
currency 189,719,251  00 

Act  Oct.  13, 1861— All  denom- 
inations   131,028,366  50 

Act  March  23 — All  denomi- 
nations  391,829,702  50 


720,898,095  00 

Interest-bearing  Treasury  notes  outstand- 
ing  :. 102,465,450  00 

Amount   of  Treasury  notes 
under  $5,  outstanding  Jan.  '~~ 

1,1864,  viz: 

Act  April  17, 1862,  denomina- 
tiopof  $1  and  $2 4,860,277  50 

Act  Oct.  13, 1862,  SI  and  $2...      2,344,800  00 

Act  March  23, 1863,  50  cents,      3,419,000  00 

Total  under  $5 10,424,077  50 

Total  debt,  Jan.  1, 1864 $1,220,866,042  50 


ITS  CONDITION,  MARCH  31,  1864. 

The  Register  of  the  'Treasury,  Robert  Tyler, 
gave  a  statement,  which  appeared  in  the  Rich- 
mond iientinel  after  the  passage  of  the  funding 
law,  which  gives  the  amount  of  outstanding 
non-interest-bearing  Treasury  notes,  March  31, 
1864,  as  $796,264,403,  as  follows  : 

Act  M\y  16, 1861— Ten-year  notes $7,201,375  00 

.A,ct  Aug.  19, 1861 — General  currency 154,356,631  00 

Act  April  19, 1862 — Ones  and  twos 4,516,509  00 

Act  Oct.  18, 1862 — General  currency 118,997,321  50 

Act  March  23, 1863— General  currency 511,182,566  50 

Total ,  $796,264,403  00 


He  also  publishes  this  statement  of  the  issue 
of  non-interest-bearing  Treasury  notes  since 
the  organization  of  the  "Confederate"  Govern- 
ment: 

Fifty  cents $911,258  50 

Ones.. 4,882,000  00 

Twos  6,086,320  00 

Fives 79,090,315  OO 

Tens 157,982,750  00 

Twenties 217,425,120  00 

Fifties 188,088,200  00 

Total $973,277,363  50 


Rebel  Financial  Legislation. 

The  following  is  the  funding  act: 

[From  the  Richmond  Sentinel,  Feb.  17, 1864.] 

Sec.  1.  The  Omgrcssof  the  Conff derate  States  of  Amfrica 
do  enact,  That  the  holders  of  all  Treasury  notes  above  the 
denomination  of  five  dollars  not  bearing  interest,  shall  be 
allowed  until  the  first  day  of  April,  IbtU,  east  of  the  Jlis- 
sissippi  River,  and  until  the  first  day  of  July,  IStU,  west  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  to  fund  the  same,  and  until  the  peri- 
ods and  at  the  places  suited,  the  holders  of  all  such  Treas- 
ury notes  shall  be  allowed  to  fund  the  same  in  registered 
bonds  payable  twenty  years  af'er,  they  bearing  interest  at 
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flie  rate  ui  f<.ni'  per  cent,  per  :inniim  payable  on  the  first 
day  of  Jaimarj'  ami  July  of  eacli  ye;u-. 

Sec.  2.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  issue  the  bonds  required  lor  the  fundi  ug  provided 
for  in  the  preceding  section ;  and  until  the  bonds  can  be 
providetl,  he  may  issue  certificates  to  answer  the  purpose. 
Such  bonds  aud  certificates  shall  be  receivable  without  in- 
terest, in  payment  of  all  Government  dues  payable  in  the 
year  18&4,  except  export  and  import  dutiea. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  Treasury  notes  of  all  denominations  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  not  bearing  interest,  which  shall  not 
be  presented  for  funding  under  the  provisions  of  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  shall,  from  and  a  iter  the  first  day  of 
-ipril,  1S04,  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  the  first  daj' 
of  July,  lStJ4,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  cease  to  be  receiva- 
ble in  payment  of  public  dues,  and  said  notes,  if  not  so 
preswnted  at  the  time,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  tax  of  thirty- 
three  and  one-third  cents  imposed  in  the  fourth  section  of 
this  act,  be  subject  to  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  per  month 
until  so  presented;  which  taxes  shall  attach  to  said  notes 
wherever  circulated,  and  shall  be  deducted  from  the  face 
of  said  notes  wherever  presented  for  payment  or  for  fund- 
ing, and  such  notes  shall  not  be  exchangeable  for  the  new 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  provided  for  in  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  That  on  all  the  said  Treasury  notes  not  funded  or 
used  in  payment  of  taxes  at  the  dates  and  places  prescribed 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  there  shall  bo  levied  at  saiil 
dates  and  places  a  tax  of  33i^  cents  for  every  dollar  funded 
on  the  face  of  said  notes.  Said  tax  shall  attach  to  said  notes 
wherever  circulated,  and  shall  be  collected  by  deducting 
the  same  at  the  Trcasiu-y,  its  depositories  and  by  the  collec- 
tors, and  by  all  Government  officers  receiving  the  same, 
wherever  presented  for  payment,  or  for  funding,  or  in  pay- 
ment of  Government  dues,  or  for  postage  or  in  exchange  for 
new  notes  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  said  Treasiu'y  notes 
fihall  be  fundable  in  bonds  as  provided  in  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  until  the  first  day  of  January,  li  05,  at  the  rate 
of  sixty-six  cents  and  two  thirds  on  the  dollar,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  any  time 
between  the  first  of  April  east  and  the  first  of  July,  ISW, 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  the  fii-st  of  January,  1865, 
to  substitute  and  exchange  new  Treasury  notes  for  same,  at 
tiie  rate  of  sixty-six  and  two  thirds  cents  on  the  dollar : 
P/-ovidtd,  That  notes  of  the  denomination  of  SlOO  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  the  jjrivilege  of  said  exchange :  Provided,fur- 
tJicr,  That  on  the  right  to  fund  all  such  Treasury  notes  which 
may  remain  outstanding  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1SG5, 
and  which  may  not  be  exchanged  lor  new  Treasury  notes, 
as  herein  provided,  a  tax  of  one  hundred  per  cent  is  hereby 
imposed. 

Sec.  5.  That  af.erthe  1st  day  of  April  next,  all  authority 
heretofore  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue 
Tr-  asury  notes  shall  be,  aud  is  hereby,  revoke  J,  provided 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  may  alter  that  time  issue  new 
Treasury  notes  in  such  forms  as  he  may  prescribe,  payable 
two  years  alter  the  ratification  of  a  tr^  aty  of  peace  with  the 
United  St;itos,  said  new  issue  to  be  receivable  in  payment 
of  all  public  dues  except  export  and  import  duties,  and  to 
be  issued  in  exchange  for  old  notes  at  the  rate  of  $2  of  the 
new  issue  for  S3  of  the  old  issues,  whether  said  old  notes 
be  surrendered  for  exchange  by  the  holders  thereof  or  be 
received  into  the  Treasury  under  the  provisions  of  this  act; 
and  the  holders  of  the  new  notes  or  ol  the  old  notes,  except 
those  of  the  denomination  of  SlOO, after  they  are  reduced 
to  60^3  cents  on  the  dollar  by  the  tax  aforesaid,  may  con- 
vert tiiem  into  call  certificates  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  four  per  cent  per  annum,  and  payable  two  years  after  a 
ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States,  un 
less  sooner  converted  into  new  notes. 

Sec.  6.  That  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  not 
otherwise  provided  tor,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  authorized  to  issue  six  per  cent  bonds  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding §500,000,000,  the  principal  and  interest  where- 
of shall  be  free  from  taxation,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  thereon,  the  entire  net  receipts  of  any  export  duty 
hereinafter  laid  on  the  value  of  all  cotton,  tobacco,  and 
naval  stores,  which  shall  be  exported  from  the  Coul'ederate 
States, and  the  net  proceeds  of  the  import  duties  now  laid, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  maybe  necessary  to  pay  the  interest 
are  hereby  specially  pledged  :  Provided,  That  the  duties  now 
laid  upon  imports,  and  hereby  pledged,  shall  hereafter  be 
paid  in  specie  or  in  sterling  exchange,  or  in  the  coupons  oi 
said  bonds. 

Sec.  12.  That  any  State  holding  Treasury  notes  received 
before  the  times  herein  fixed  for  taxing  said  notes  shall  be 
allowed  tintil  the  1st  day  (.f  January,  1SG5,  to  fund  the  same 
m  SIX  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  Confederate  States,  payable 
twenty  years  .after  date,  and  the  interest  payable  semi-an- 
nually. ]Jut  all  Treasury  notei  received  by  any  State  after 
tlie  time  fixed  for  taxing  the  same,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  held 
to  have  been  received,  diminished  by  the  amount  of  said  tax. 
Tlr^  discrimination  between  the  notes  subject  to  the  tax 
and  those  not  so  subject  sliall  be  left  to  the  good  faith  of 
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each  State,  and  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  thereof  shall 
in  each  case  bo  conclusive. 

Slc.  13.  That  Treasury  notes  heretofore  issued,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  dollars  and  thirty  cents  on  the 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  shall  no  longer  be  received  in 
payment  of  public  dues,  Init  shall  be  deemed  and  considered 
bonds  of  the  Confederate  States,  jjayable  two  years  after  the 
ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States, 
bearing  the  rate  of  interest  specified  on  their  face,  payable 
the  1st  of  January  in  each  and  every  year. 

SPECULATION.S  ON  THE   FUNDING. 

'The  Richmond  Examiner  of  the  11th  of  April,  lSr4,  gives 
the  f  illowing  statistics  of  the  rebel  currency,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  desperate  attempt  is  making  to  retrieve 
the  financial  disasters  of  the  South  : 

The  depletion  of  the  Confederate  currency  under  the  re- 
cent legislation  is  much  greater  than  is  generally  supposed-; 
and  in  this  connection  it  will  be  interesting  to  refer  to  well 
established  figures.  The  entire  issue  of  the  old  circulation 
we  may  take  at  SSOO.000.000.  The  number  of  one  hundred 
dollar  bills  in  circulation  has  been  about  $250,Oi;0,(IOO.  Of 
lesser  deuominations  that  will  be  funded,  there  are.  at 
least,  say  *50,000,000.  Deduct  now  the  $-JOO.OOO,000  funded, 
and  we  have  S50U.0  0,000.  This,  reduced  by  the  discount 
of  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent.,  will,  in  round  num- 
bers, leave  us  $L30,000.0(;0. 

The  tax  levied  for  1804  is  estimated  considerably  above 
$400,000,000.  There  being  only  .?330,(I00,000  funded'  in  four 
per  cents.,  it  follows  that  $100,0110, (HO  of  currency  must  Ive 
used  in  addition  to  the  abnve  fir  the  payment  of  taxes  for 
18C4,  which  will  still  further  reduce  the  circulating  m'dium 
to  $-30,0!l0.0U0.  From  the  last  named  sum  there  must  be 
Eubslracted  the  amount  required  to  pay  the  additional 
taxes  imposed  by  the  late  Congress  on  the  income  tax  of 
1863,  as  well  as  some  po,  tion  of  the  old  taxes  that  will  not 
be  paid  on  the  first  of  April,  1864.  The  circulation  would 
thus  be  reduced  to  $2uO.L00,0!;O,  with'ut  reference  to  the 
manuf  icture  and  emiss^ion  of  more  paper  money. 

But  here  comes  up  the  important  question  of  the  new 
issue,  which  involves  the  vitality  of  the  whole  scheme. 
The  first  interpretation  of  the  currency  act  was  that  it  de- 
nied power  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  one 
dollar  notes  except  in  exchange  for  the  present  currency 
at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  of  the  new  for  three  dollars  of 
the  old,  which  may  remain  unfunded  on  the  first  of  April. 
Others  construe  the  act  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  two  dollars  of  tlie  new  issue  for  three 
dollars  of  the  old,  whether  funded  or  unfunded — whether 
exchanged  or  paid  in  for  taxes. 

The  latter  construction  is  said  to  be  favored  bj'  Mr.  Mem- 
minger,  namely,  that  he  is  authorized  to  issue  new  notes 
to  the  amount  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  of  the  old  issue. 
In  other  words,  supposing  the  old  notes  in  cireubition 
amounted  to  S800,OiXi,000  the  first  of  April,  the  Secretarj- 
of  the  Treasury  is  empowered  to  issue  two-thirds  of  tliis 
amount,  that  is,  S.j33,333,-';33,  affording  a  supply  to  the 
Treasury  for  about  eight  mouths,  irrespective  of  the  sum 
that  may  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  six  percent,  bonds. 
[From  the  Richmond  Sentinel.] 

There  is  but  little  doubt  that  the  funding,  east  and  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  will  amount  to  $300,000,000.  The 
total  issue  outstanding. March  31  is  thereby  reduced  say  to 
5485,000,000.  Of  this,  a  cousideiablo  portion,  probably 
$100,000,000,  is  in  $100  notes.  Excluding  these,  we  have 
$385,000,000  left,  of  which  the  issues  of  $5  and  under  amount 
to  $00,969,898  50.  Suppose  $85,000,000  of  these  arc  now  in 
circulation,  and  we  have  for  all  others  $-300,000,000,  which 
the  tax  of  one  third  has  reduced  to  $200,000,000.  The  totil 
circulation  at  the  present  time,  irrespective  of  the  nc^w  issue, 
is  therefore,  largely  less  thHn  $300,000,000,  aud  of  this  a  con- 
siderable amount  is  alwiiys  to  be  found  in  the  hands  of  the 
disbursing  ofiicers  and  depositaries. 

Wo  have  not  included  in  the  above  any  estimates  of  the 
amount  of  circulation  lost  or  <lestroyed,and  thereby  gained 
to  the  Government.    It  is  doubtless  considerable. 

The  amount  of  currency  which  has  been  canceled  and 
destroyed  (irrespective  of  the  oiicrations  of  the  present  cur- 
rency law)  is  nearly  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  issue. 
If  this  reduction  be  applied  to  the  live  dollar  notes,  the 
amount  of  these  iu  circulation  would  appear  to  be  $63,- 
272,252. 

[From  The  Examiner  of  the  21st  March,  1864.] 

0  ily  ten  days  now  intervene  before  the  currency  remain- 
ing ill  circulation  is  taxed  une-tliiid.  and.  conseciucni  ly, 
during  the  week  commencing  Monday,  the  holders  i 
Treasury  notes  must  decide  whether  they  will  keep  tbeni 
until  the  Ist  of  April  and  submit  to  the  Government  sliiive, 
fund  the  amount  in  four  per  cent,  bonds,  or  exchange  it  f  ir 
bonds  or  personal  property.  The  necessity  of  coming  ti  a 
conclusion  is  "sharpening  the  wits"  of  the  people,  th  'i;:h 
it  is  not  improbable  that  some  who  esteem   thematives 
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"  wondrous  wise "'  in  financial  matters  will  coEnmit  a  blijn- 
def  in  (ii^poBing  of  their  surplus  cash.  The  ability  to 
penetrate  the  future  is  a  power  which  lew,  if  any,  possess. 
and  hence  the  views  expressed  in  regard  to  theeffect  of  the 
financial  legislation  of  Congress,  after  the  currency  is  re- 
duced, are  diverse  and  vaguelv  theoretical. 

Everybody  knows  thiit  a  $10  note,  after  1st  April,  will 
only  represent  a  net  value  of  So  t;67-<^,  and  accordingly  the 
universal  desire  is  to  dispose  of  the  currency  in  ha  id  at 
this  time,  so  as  to  avoid  this  apparent  loss,  very  few  being 
willing  to  hold  it  with  the  expectation  that  $06  ol  the  new 
currency  will,  in  a  few  weeks,  buy  more  of  a  ly  article  than 
$1'.0  will  purchase  now.  They  must  s te  the  fact  before 
they  will  believe  it,  but  then  it  will  be  too  late  to  profit  by 
the  development. 

In  the  meantime,  all  kinds  of-'  cornering  "  processes  are 
in  vogue,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  some  of  them  are 
plausible  enoueh.  For  instance,  it  is  argued  that  certain 
bonds  and  stocks  may  be  boufrht  now,  and  sold  in  the  new 
currency  at  a  de'dine  not  exceeding  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
per  cent. — thereby  saving  ten  to  fifteen  in  the  transmutory 

On  the  last  day  of  the  session,  June  15,  Pres- 
ident Davis  vetoed  the  bill  allowing  further 
time  to  persons  within  the  enemy's  lines  to 
fund  their  Treasury  notes.  The  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next  ses- 
sion. 

RicHMOXD,  April  22, 18&t. 

The  outstanding  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  of  the  denom- 
ination of  five  dollars  and  under,  is  about  seventy-five  mil- 
lions. 

The  funding  returns  sum  up  an  aggregate  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  million  dollars.  Twenty  small  depositoiies 
yet  to  hear  from.  The  only  State  from  which  complete  re- 
turns have  been  received  is  Georgia,  where  the  amount 
funded  is  seventy-two  millions  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
thousand  dollars. 


TAXATION. 

THE  TAX  ACT  OF  JULY,  18G1. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  gives  the  following 
summary  of  the  act  authorizing  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  and  bonds,  and  providing  a  war 
tax  for  their  redemption  : 

Section  one  authorizes  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  paya- 
ble to  betirer  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  the  rati- 
fication of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Confederate  States 
and  the  United  States.  The  notes  are  not  to  be  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars,  to  be  re-issued  at  pleasure, 
to  bo  received  in  payment  of  all  jiublic  dues,  except  the 
export  d\ity  on  cotton,  and  the  whole  issue  outstanding  at 
one  time,  including  the  ,imount  issued  vinder  former  acts, 
are  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 

Section  two  provides  that,  for  the  purpose  of  funding  the 
Baid  notes,  or  for  the  purpose  of  purch.isiug  specie  or  mili- 
tary stores,  kc,  bonds  may  be  isSued,  payable  not  more 
than  twenty  years  after  date,  to  theamonnt  of  one  hundred 
millions  of  ilollars,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  eight  per 
cent,  per  annum.  This  amount  includes  the  thirty  millions 
already  authorized  to  be  issued.  The  bonds  are  not  to  be 
is.sued  in  less  amounts  than  $100,  except  when  the  sub- 
scription is  for  a  less  amount,  when  they  may  be  issued  as 
low  as  SoO. 

Section  three  provides  that  holders  of  Treasury  notes 
may  at  any  time  exchange  them  tor  bonds. 

Section  "four  provides  that,  for  the  special  purpose  of 
paying  the  princijjal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  of 
supporting  the  Government,  a  war  fcix  shall  be  assessed 
and  levieiiOf  fifty  cents  upon  each  one  hundred  dollars  in 
value  of  the  following  property  in  the  Confederate  States, 
namely:  Heal  estate  of  all  kinds;  slitves ;  merch.-uiili.se ; 
bank  stocks;  railroad  and  other  corporaticm  stocks;  mo- 
ney at  interest  or  invested  by  individuals  in  the  purchase 
of  bills,  notes,  and  other  securities  for  money,  except  the 
bondsof  the  C(Uiledi'rate  States  of  America,  and  cash  on 
liiind  or  on  dei)osit  in  bank  or  elsewhere;  cattle,  hiu-ses, 
and  iiniles;  gold  watches,  goM  ■M\t\  silver  iilate;  jiiaiios 
and  pleasure  carriages:  Prnrided,  hnwi've.i\  Tliat  when  the 
taxable  projierty,  hereinabove  I'liitnierated.  of  any  head  of 
II  family  is  of  value  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  such 
taxable  projierty  shall  be  exenii)t  from  taxation  under  this 
«ct.  It  provides  further  that  the  i)ropi.-rty  of  colleges, 
schools, and  religious  iissociatioiis  shall  be  exempt. 

The  remaining  sections  provide  for  the  collection  of  tho 
t<ix. 


THE  TAX  ACT   OF  DECMilHEB    19,    18G1 

An  act  supplementar'j  to  an  act  to  aut  \nrize  the  ifs^if  of 

Treasury  notes,  aiid  to  provide  a  war  tax  /or  tlitir  redemp- 
tion. 

Sec.  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Arrur- 
ica  do  enact,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  over  to  the  several  banks,  which  have 
made  advances  to  the  Government,  in  anticipation  of  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  a  sufficient  amount,  not  exceeding 
510,000.000.  for  tho  principal  and  interest  due  upon  the  said 
advance,  according  to  the  engagements  made  with  them. 

Skc.  2.  The  time  fixed  by  the  said  act  for  making  assigi>- 
ments  is  hereby  extended  to  the  1st  day  of  January  next, 
and  tho  time  for  the  completion  and  delivery  of  the  lists  is 
extended  to  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  and  the  time  for 
the  report  of  the  said  lists  to  the  chief  collector  is  extended 
to  the  1st  day  of  May  next;  and  in  cases  where  the  time 
thus  fixed  shall  be  found  insufficient,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  have  power  to  make  further  extension,  aa 
circumstances  may  require. 

Sec.  3.  The  cash  on  hand,  or  on  deposit  in  the  bank,  or 
elsewhere,  mentioned  in  the  fourth  section  of  said  act,  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  suiy'ect  to  assessment  and  taxation, 
and  the  money  at  interest,  or  invested  by  individuals  in  the 
purchase  of  bills,  notes,  and  other  securities  for  money, 
shall  lie  deemed  to  include  securities  for  money  belonging 
to  non-residents,  and  such  securities  shall  be  returned,  and 
the  trtx  thereon  paid  by  any  agent  or  trustee  having  the 
same  in  possession  or  under  his  control.  The  term  mer- 
chandise shall  be  construed  to  include  merchandise  belong- 
ing to  any  non-resident,  and  the  property  shall  bo  returned, 
and  the  tax  paid  by  any  person  liaving  tho  same  in  posso* 
sion  as  agent,  attorney,  or  consignee  :  Prmided,  That  tho 
words  "  money  at  interest,"  as  used  in  the  act  to  which  this 
act  is  an  amendment,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  include  all 
notes,  or  other  evidences  of  debt,  bearing  interest,  without 
reference  to  the  consideration  of  the  same.  The  exception 
allowed  by  the  twentieth  section  for  agricultural  products 
shall  be  construed  to  embrace  such  products  only  when  in 
the  hands  of  tho  producers,  or  held  for  his  account.  But 
no  tax  shall  be  assessed  or  levied  on  any  money  at  interest 
when  the  notes,  bond,  bill,  oi  other  security  taken  for  ita 
payment,  shall  be  worthless  from  the  insolvency  and  totacl 
inability  to  pay  of  the  payor  or  obligor,  or  person  liable  to 
make  such  payment ;  and  all  securities  for  money  payable 
under  this  act  shall  be  assessed  according  to  their  value, 
and  the  assessor  shall  have  the  same  power  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  such  securities  as  the  law  confers  upon  him  with 
respect  to  other  propert}'. 

Skc.  4.  That  an  amount  of  money,  not  exceeding  $25,000, 
shall  be  and  tho  .same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be 
dtsburseJ  Ujder  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  the  chief  State  tax  collectors,  for  such  expenses 
as  shall  be  actually  incurrc'l  for  salaries  of  clerks,  office 
hire,  stationary,  and  incidental  charges  ;  but  the  books  and 
printing  required  shall  bo  at  tho  expense  of  the  department, 
and  subject  to  its  approval. 

Sec.  5.  The  lien  for  the  tax  shall  attach  from  the  date  of 
the  assessment,  and  shall  follow  the  same  into  every  State 
m  the  Conlodoracy  ;  and  in  case  any  person  shall  attempt 
toremoveany  property  which  may  beliable  tolas,  beyoud 
tho  jurisdiction  of  the  State  in  which  the  tax  is  payable, 
without  payment  of  the  tax,  the  collector  of  the  district 
ma}-  distrain  upon  and  sell  the  same,  in  the  same  manner  as 
is  ijfovided  in  cases  where  delaultis  made  in  the  payment  of 
the  tax. 

Sec.  6.  On  the  report  of  any  chief  collector,  that  any 
county,  town  or  district,  or  any  part  thereof,  is  occupied  by 
the  public  enemy,  or  has  been  so  occupied  as  to  occasion 
destruction  of  crops  or  property,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  suspend  the  collection  of  tax  in  such  region 
until  the  same  can  be  reported  to  Congress,  and  its  action 
had  thereon. 

Sec.  7.  In  case  any  of  the  Confederate  States  shall  undei^ 
take  to  pay  tho  tax  to  be  collected  within  its  limits  belbrti 
tho  time  at  which  the  district  collectors  shall  enter  upon 
tho  discharge  of  their  duties,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  suspend  tho  appointment  of  such  collector.?,  and  may 
direct  the  chief  collector  to  appoint  assessors, and  to  take 
proper  measures  tor  tho  making  and  perfecting  thc'returns, 
assessments  and  lists  required  by  law  ;  and  the  returns, 
assessments  and  and  lists  so  mado,  shall  have  tho  sarne 
legal  validity,  to  all  intents  and  piir|)Oses,  as  if  made  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  tho  act  to  which  this  act  is  sup. 
plomcntary. 

Sec.  8.  that  t.ix  lists  already  given,  varying  from  tba 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  corrected  so  as  to  conform 
thereto. 

THE    TAX    ACT    OF    APRIL    24,    1863. 
[From  the  Richmond  Whig,  .\pril  21.] 

We  present  below  a  synopsis  of  the  bill  to  lay  taxes  foi 
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the  common  defe  ce  and  to  carry  on  the  government  of  the 
Confederate  States,  whii-h  has  passed  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  pubstantially  the  bill  proposed  bj'  the  commit- 
tee on  conference  : 

1.  The  first  section  imposes  a  tax  of  eight  per  cent,  upon 
the  Talue  of  all  naval  stores,  salt,  wines  and  spirituous 
liquors,  tobacco,  manufactured  or  unmanufactured,  cotton, 
wool,  flour,  sugar,  molasses,  syrup,  rice,  and  other  agricul- 
tural products,  held  or  owned  on  the  1st  day  of  July  ne.xt, 
»nd  not  necessary  for  family  consumption  for  the  unex- 
pii  ed  portion  of  the  year  1S63,  and  of  the  growth  or  pro- 
duction of  any  year  preceding  the  year  IS&i ;  and  a  tax  of 
one  per  cent,  upon  all  moneys. bank  notes  or  other  curren- 
cy on  hand  or  on  deposit  on  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  and  on 
the  value  of  all  credits  on  which  the  interest  has  not  been 
paid,  ad  ni>t  employed  in  a  business,  the  in'-ome  derived 
from  wliich  is  taxed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act :  Pro- 
vided.  That  all  moneys  own>d,  hild  or  deposited  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Confederate  States  shall  be  valued  at  the 
current  rate  of  exchange  in  Confeder.ite  treasury  notes.  The 
tax  to  be  assessed  on  the  1st  day  of  July  and  collected  on 
the  1st  day  of  October  next,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be 
practicable. 

2.  Every  person  engaged,  or  intending  to  engage.  In  any 
business  named  in  the  fifth  section,  shall,  within  sixty  d.ays 
after  the  passage  of  the  act,  or  at  the  time  of  beginning 
business,  and  on  the  Ist  of  January  in  each  year  thereafter, 
register  with  the  district  collector  a  true  account  of  the 
name  and  residence  of  each  person,  firm,  or  corporation  en- 
gaged or  interested  in  the  business,  with  a  statement  of  the 
time  for  which,  and  the  place  and  manner  in  which  the 
same  is  to  be  conducted,  &c.  At  the  time  of  the  registry 
there  shall  be  paid  the  specific  tax  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  next  31st  of  December,  and  such  other  tax  as  may  be 
due  upon  sales  or  receipts  in  such  business. 

3.  Any  person  failing  to  make  such  registry  and  pay  such 
tax,  shall,  in  addition  to  all  other  taxes  upon  his  business 
imposed  by  the  act,  pay  dotible  the  amount  of  the  specific 
tax  on  such  business,  and  a  like  sum  for  every  thirty  days 
of  such  failure. 

4.  Requires  a  separate  registry  and  tax  for  each  busines-s 
mentioned  in  the  fifth  section,  and  for  each  place  of  con- 
ducting the  same;  but  no  tax  for  mere  storage  of  goods  at 
a  place  other  than  the  registered  place  of  business.  A  new 
registry  required  upon  every  change  in  the  place  of  con- 
ducting a  registered  business,  upon  the  death  of  any  person 
conducting  the  same,  or  upon  the  transfer  of  the  business  to 
another,  but  no  additional  tax. 

5.  Imposing  the  following  taxes  for  the  year  ending  Slat 
of  December,  18ti3,  and  for  eiich  yeiir  thereafter : 

Bankers  shall  pay  $500. 

Auctioneers,  retail  dealers,  tobacconists,  pedlers,  cattle 
brokers,  apothecaries,  pliotographers,  and  confectioners, 
?oO.  and  two  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of 
sales  made. 

Wholesale  dealers  in  liquors,  SCOO,  and  five  per  centum  on 
gross  amount  of  sales.  Kctail  dealers  in  liquors,  $100,  and 
ten  per  centum  on  gross  amount  of  sales. 

Wholesale  dealers  in  groceries,  goods,  wares,  merclian- 
dise,  <ic.,  S200,  and  two  and  a  half  per  centum. 

Puwulirokers,  money  and  exchange  brokers,  SCOO. 

Distillers,  .S200,  and  twenty  per  centum.  Brewers,  $100, 
and  two  and  a  half  per  centum. 

Hotels,  inns,  taverns,  and  eating-houses,  first  class,  S.500; 
second  class, .S300;  third  cliiss,$i00;  fourth  class, SlOU;  fifth 
class,  $S,Q.  Kvery  house  where  food  or  refreshments  are 
Bold,  and  every  boarding  house  where  there  shall  be  six 
boarders  or  more,  shall  be  deemed  an  eating  house  under 
this  act. 

Commercial  brokers  or  commission  merchant-s,  S200,  and 
two  and  a  half  per  centum. 

Theatres,  SuOO,  and  five  per  centum  on  all  receipts.  Each 
circus,  SlOO,  a(id  SIO  for  each  exhibition.  Jugglers  iiud 
other  persons  (^xhiliiting  shows,  foO. 

Bowling  alleys  and  billiard  rooms,  ^0  for  each  alley  or 
(table  registered. 

Livery  stable  keepers,  lawyers,  physician-S,  surgeons,  and 
dentists,  foO. 

Butchers  and  bakers,  $50,  and  one  per  centum. 

6.  Every  person  registered  and  taxed  is  recjuired  to  make 
rettirns  of  the  gross  am<mnt  of  sales  from  the  pitssage  of 
the  act  to  the  30th  June,  and  every  three  months  there- 
after. 

7.  A  tix  upon  all  salaries,  except  of  piersons  in  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  service,  of  one  per  cent,  whni  not  exceeding 
$1,500,  and  two  percent,  upon  an  excess  over  that  amount: 
I'rovukd,  That  no  taxes  shall  be  imposed  by  virtue  of  this 
act  on  the  salary  of  any  in-rson  receiving  a  salary  not  ex- 
ceeili!ig?l,000per«nimm,  orat  alike  nite  for  another  jyeriotl 
of  time,  lunger  or  shorter. 

8.  Provi<los  that  the  fax  on  annual  incinies.  between  $.500 
and  $1,500,  shall  be  five  per  cent.;  betwi-en  $1,.500  and 
$;j,000,  five  i)er  cent,  on  the  first  :fl.500  and  ten  per  cent. 
ou  tliB  exL-es^i ;  betwucn  $3,000  and  $5,000,  ten  (kt  c«ut.; 


between  $5,000  and  $10,000,  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.; 
over  SlOjOuO,  fifteen  ppr  cent.,  subject  to  the  following  de- 
ductions: On  incomes  derived  from  rents  of  real  estate, 
manufacturing,  and  mining  establishments,  Ac,  a  sum  suffi- 
cient for  necessary  annnal  repairs ;  on  incomes  from  any 
mining  or  manufacturing  business,  the  rent,  (if  rented.)  cost 
of  labor  .ictually  hired,  and  raw  material ;  on  incomes  fix)m 
navigating  enterprizes,  the  hire  of  the  vessel,  jr  allowanoe 
for  wear  and  tear  of  the  same,  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent.; 
on  incomes  derived  from  the  sale  of  merchandise  or  any 
other  property,  the  prime  cost,  cost  of  transportation,  sala- 
ries of  clerks,  and  rent  of  buildings  ;  on  incomes  from  any 
other  occupation,  the  salaries  of  clerks,  rent,  cost  of  labor, 
material,  Ac;  and  in  case  of  mutual  insurance  companies, 
the  amount  of  losses  paid  by  them  during  the  year.  In- 
comes derived  from  other  sources  are  subject  to  no  deduc- 
tions whatever. 

All  joint  stock  companies  and  corporations  shall  pay  one 
tenth  of  the  dividend  and  reserved  fund  annually.  If  tlj« 
annual  earnings  shall  give  a  profit  of  more  than  ten  and 
less  than  twenty  per  cent,  on  capital  stock,  one  eighth  to 
be  paid ;  if  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  one  sixtli.  The  ta.\ 
to  lie  collected  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  and  of  each  yoai 
thereafter. 

9.'  Relates  to  estimates  and  deductions,  inrestigatjons, 
referees,  &c. 

10.  A  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  profits  in  1862  by  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  flour,  corn,  bacon,  pork,  oats,  hay,  rice, 
salt,  iron  or  the  manufactures  of  iron,  sugar,  molasses  made 
of  cane,  butter,  woolen  cloths,  shoes,  boots,  blankets,  and 
cotton  cloths.  Does  not  apply  to  regular  retail  busi- 
ness. 

11.  Each  farmer,  after  reserving  for  his  own  use  fifty 
bushels  sweet  and  fifty  bushels  Irish  potatoes,  one  hundred 
Ijushels  corn  or  fifty  bushels  wheat  produced  this  year,  shall 
pay  and  deliver  to  the  Confederate  Government  one  tenth 
of  the  grain,  potatoes,  forage,  sugar,  molasses,  cotton,  wool, 
and  tobacco  produced.  After  reserving  twenty  bushels  peaa 
or  beans  ho  shall  deliver  one  tenth  thereof. 

12.  Every  farmer,  planter,  or  grazier,  one  tenth  of  the 
hogs  slaughtered  by  him,  in  cured  bacon,  at  tlie  rate  of  sixty 
pounds  of  bacon  to  one  hundred  pounds  of  pork ;  one  per 
cent,  upon  the  value  of  all  neat  cattle,  horses,  mules,  not 
used  in  cultivation,  and  asses,  to  be  paid  by  the  owners  of 
the  same;  beeves  sold  to  be  taxed  as  income. 

13.  Gives  in  detail  the  duties  of  post  quartermaster* under 
the  act. 

14.  Relates  to  the  duties  of  assessors  and  collectors. 

15.  Makes  trustees,  guardians,  Ac,  responsible  foi  taxea 
due  from  estates,  <tc.,  under  their  control. 

16.  Exemi)ts  the  income  and  moneys  of  hospitals,  asy- 
lums, churches,  schools,  and  colleges  from  taxation  under 
the  act. 

17.  Authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
all  rules  and  regulations  necessary  to  the  operation  of  the 
act. 

18.  Provides  that  the  act  shall  be  in  force  for  two  years 
from  the  expiration  of  the  present  year,  unless  sooner  re- 
pealed; that  the  tax  on  naval  stores,  flour,  wool,  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  other  agricultural  products  of  the  growth  of 
any  year  preceding  1863,  imposed  in  the  first  section,  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  only  for  the  present  year. 

The  tax  act  of  February  17,  1864,  levies,  in 
addition  to  the  above  rates,  the  following,  as 
stated  in  the  Richmond  Sentinel  of  February, 
1864: 

Sec.  1.  Upon  the  value  of  real,  personal,  and  mixed  prop- 
erty, of  every  kind  and  description,  except  the  exemptions 
hereafter  to  be  named,  five  per  cent.;  the  tax  levied  on 
property  employed  in  agriculture  to  bo  credited  by  the 
value  of  property  in  kind.* 

*  Tliis  is  the  section  in  full : 

That  on  the  1st  day  of  Jainiary,  186.3,  there  shall  be  levii-d 
and  assessed  on  each  person  residing  in  the  Confederate 
States,  for  the  support  of  the  Government  and  the  defencw 
of  the  country,  the  fallowing  tax,  to  wit :  One  fifth  the  valn« 
of  all  the  wheat,  corn,  rice,  rye,  oats,  potatoes,  hemp,  flax, 
peas,  beans,  barley,  liay,  wool,  rosin,  tar,  pitch,  tmpentine, 
cotton,  sugar,  mokisses,  and  tobacco  produced  by  him  in 
these  States  during  the  previous  calendar  year;  also,  one 
fifth  of  the  value  of  the  increase  for  the  preceding  calend.ir 
year  of  the  horses,  asses,  cattle,  sheep, and  swine:  and  als<i, 
om-  fifth  of  the  profits  made  in  the  preceding  calendar  year 
of  the  feeding  of  swine,  sheep,  cattle,  or  mules;  also,  one 
fifth  of  e!i<h  person's  yearly  income  for  the  i)receding  ca^ 
endar  year,  from  all  sources  whatsoever,  except  from  the 
sources  hereinafter  described,  and  except  frnm  the  interest 
on  Confederate  bonds,  certificates,  or  treasury  notes;  Prry 
vided,  That  said  tax  Bolevied  and  assessed  shall  be  due  and 
payable  on  the  Ist  day  of  April,  1563.     IVovidtd  furtlter, 
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On  gold  and  silver  ware,  plate,  jewels,  and  watches,  ten 
per  cent. 

The  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  value  of  property  in  1860,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  land,  slaves,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  pur- 
;hased  since  January  Ist,  1862,  upon  which  the  tax  shall  be 
levied  on  the  price  paid. 

Sec.  2.  A  tax  of  five  per  cent  on  the  value  of  all  shares  in 
joint  stock  companies  of  any  kind,  whether  incorporated  or 
Qot.  The  shares  to  be  valued  at  their  market  value  at  the 
time  of  assessment. 

Sec.  3.  Upon  the  m.arket  value  of  gold  and  silver  coin  or 
btillion,  five  per  cent. ;  also  the  same  upon  moneys  held 
abroad,  or  all  bills  of  exchange  drawn  therefor. 

A  tax  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  solvent  credits,  and  on  all 
bank  bills  and  papers  used  as  currency,  except  non-interest 
bearing  Confederate  Treasury  notes,  and  not  employed  in  a 
registered  business  taxed  twenty-five  per  rent. 

Sec.  4.  Profits  in  trade  and  business  taxed  as  follows: 

On  the  purchase  and  pale  of  agricultui'al  products  and 
mercantile  wares  generally,  from  January  1,  1S63,  to  Jan- 
uary 1, 1S65,  ten  per  cent  in  addition  to  the  tax  under  the 
act  of  April  24,1863. 

The  same  on  the  purchase  and  sale  of  coin,  exchange, 
stocks,  notes,  and  credits  of  any  kind,  and  any  property  not 
included  in  the  foregoing.  * 

On  the  amount  of  profits  exceeding  twenty-five  per  cent, 
of  any  bank,  banking  company,  or  joint  stock  company  of 
any  description,  incorporated  or  not,  twenty-five  per  cent, 
on  such  excess. 

Sec.  5.  The  following  are  exempted  from  taxation : 

Five  hvmdred  dollars'  wortli  of  property  for  each  head  of 
a  family,  and  a  hundred  dollars  additional  for  each  minor 
child ;  and  for  each  son  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  who  has 
fallen  in  the  service,  and  a  member  of  the  family  when  ho 
enlisted,  the  ftirther  sum  of  S500. 

One  thousand  dollars  of  the  property  of  the  widow  or  mi- 
nor children  of  any  officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine,  who 
has  died  in  the  service. 

A  like  amount  of  property  of  any  ofiicer,  soldier,  sailor, 
or  marine,  engaged  in  the  service,  or  who  has  been  di^^ablcd 
therein,  provided  said  property,  exclusive  of  furniture,  does 
not  exceed  in  value  $1,000. 

When  property  has  been  injured  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  or  the  owner  unable  temporarily  to  use  or  occupy 
it  by  reason  of  the  presence  or  proximity  of  the  enemy,  the 
assessment  may  be  reduced  in  proportion  to  tlie  damage 
sustained  by  the  owner,  and  the  tax  in  the  same  ratio  l)y 
the  district  collector. 

Sec.  6.  The  taxes  on  property  for  1864  to  be  assessed  as  on 
the  day  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  collected  the  1st  of 
June  next,  with  ninety  day's  extension  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  additional  tax  on  incomes  or  profits  for  1863,  to 
be  paid  forthwith;  the  tax  on  incomes,  &c.,  for  1864,  to  be 
collected  according  to  the  acts  of  1863. 

Sec.  7.  Exempts  from  tax  on  income  for  1864,  all  property 
herein  taxed  ad  valr/rem.  The  tax  on  Confederate  bnndsin 
no  case  to  exceed  the  interest  pay:ib!e  on  the  same;  and 
said  bonds  exempt  from  tax  when  held  by  minors  or  luna- 
tics, if  the  interest  do  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars. 

THE  TAX  LAW. 

We  learn  that,  according  to  the  construction  of  the  re- 
cent tax  law  in  the  Treasury  Department,  tax  payers  will 
be  required  to  state  the  articles  and  objects  subjected  to  a 
specific  or  ad  valorem  tax,  held,  owneil,  or  possessed  by 
them  on  the  17  th  day  of  February,  1864,  the  date  of  the 
act. 

The  daily  wages  of  detailed  soldiers  and  other  employes 
of  the  Government  are  not  liable  to  taxation  as  iicomo, 
although  they  may  amount,  in  tlie  aggregate,  to  the  sum 
of  $1,000  per  annum. 

A  tax  additional  to  both  the  above  was  im- 
posed as  follows,  June  1,  1864  : 

A  bill  to  provide  supplies  for  the  army,  and   to  prescribe 
the  mode  of  making  impressments.* 
Sec.  1.  The  Congress  of  the.  Confederate  States  of  America 
do  enact,  Every  person  required  to  pay  a  tax  in  kind,  under 

That  foreigners  resident  within  the  Confederate  States  shall 
not  be  required  to  pay,  except  from  the  aforesaicl  articles 
produced  by  or  for  them,  or  from  income  or  profits  derived 
from  business  conducted  by  t^iom  within  those  States ;  nor 
aliall  any  tax  be  levied  upon  the  produce  of  resitlents  where 
the  total  value  of  such  products  during  said  years  is  less 
than  $500;  nor  shall  any  tax  bo  levied  on  the  income  of 
residents  where  the  total  value  of  such  income  is  less  than 
$500. 

*  The  Georgia  Supreme  Conrt  has  made  an  important  de- 
cision in  the  ciise  of  impressment  of  sugar  in  the  hands  of 
a  merchant.    One  of  the  points  was  that  "  the  C«  ugress  of 


the  provisions  of  the  "Act  to  lay  taxes  for  the  common 
detense  and  carry  on  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States,"  approved  April  24, 18G3,  and  the  act  amendatory 
thereof,  approved  February  17, 1S64,  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  ono  tenth  required  by  said  acts  to  be  paid  as  a  tax  in 
kind,  deliver  to  the  Confederate  Government,  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  presBnt  year  and  of  tho  year  1S65,  one  other 
tenth  of  tho  several  products  taxed  in  kind  by  the  acta 
aforesaid,  which  additional  one  t'>nth  shall  bo  ascertained, 
assessed  and  colloctwi,  in  all  re?[«ects,  as  is  provided  by  law 
for  tlio  said  tax  in  kind,  and  shall  be  paid  for,  on  delivery, 
by  tho  Post  Quartennastors  in  tho  several  cUstricts  at  the 
assessed  value  thereof,  except  that  payment  for  cotton  and 
tobacco  shall  bo  made  by  tho  agents  of  the  Treasiury  De- 
partment appointed  to  receive  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  The  supplies  necessary  to  tli'j  support  of  the  pro- 
ducer and  his  fiimily,  and  to  carry  on  his  ordinary  bu.siness, 
shall  be  exempt  d  from  the  contribution  required  by  the 
preceding  section,  and  from  the  additioaal  imjiressments 
authorized  by  the  act :  Provided,  however.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  sha'l  be  construed  to  repeal  or  affict  the 
provisions  of  aT  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  im- 
pressment of  meat  for  the  use  of  the  army,  under  certain 
circumstances,"  approved  Feb.  17, 1864,  and  if  the  amount 
of  any  article  or  product  so  necessary  cannot  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  assessor  and  the  producer,  it  shall  be  as- 
certained and  determined  by  disinterested  freeholders  of 
the  vicinage,  as  is  provided  in  cases  of  disagreement  as  tc 
the  estimates  and  assessments  of  tax  in  kind.  Ifrequirec* 
by  the  assessor,  such  freeholder  shall  ascertain  whether  » 
producer,  who  is  found  unable  to  furnish  the  additioual  one 
tenth  of  any  one  product,  cannot  supply  the  deficiency  by 
the  delivery  of  an  equivalent  in  other  products,  and  upoc 
what  terms  such  commutation  shall  be  made  Any  con>' 
mut'ttion  thus  awarded  shall  be  enforced  and  collected,  in 
all  respects,  as  is  provided  for  any  other  contribution  re- 
quired by  this  act. 

*Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  of  War  may,  at  his  discretion,  de- 
cline to  assess,  or,  after  assessment,  may  decline  to  collect 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  additional  one  tenth  herein 
provided  for,  in  any  district  or  locality  ;  and  it  shall  be  his 
duty  promptly  to  give  notice  of  any  such  dotermination, 
specifying,  with  reasonable  certainty,  tho  district  or  locality 
and  tho  product,  or  the  propoi  tion  thereof,  as  to  which  he 
so  declines. 

Sec.  4.  The  products  received  for  the  contribution  herein 
required,  shall  be  disposed  of  and  accounted  f  T  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  received  for  the  tax  in  kind  ;  and  tho  Secre- 
tary of  War  may,  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service  will  allow,  authorize  the  sale  of  products  received 
from  either  source,  to  public  officers  or  agents  charged  in 
any  State  with  the  duty  of  providing  for  the  families  of  sol- 
diers. Such  sale  shall  be  at  the  prices  paid  or  assessed  for 
the  products  sold,  including  the  actual  cost  of  collec- 
tions. 

Sec.  5.  If,  in  addition  to  the  tax  in  kind  and  the  contri- 
bution herein  required,  the  necessities  of  the  army  or  the 
good  of  the  service  shall  require  other  supplies  of  food  or 
forage,  or  any  other  private  property,  and  the  same  can- 
not bo  procured  by  contract,  then  impressments  m.ay  be 
made  of  such  supplies  or  other  property,  either  for  absolute 
ownership  or  for  temporary  use,  as  the  public  nocessiriea 
may  require.  Such  impressments  shall  be  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions,  and  subject  to  the  restrictions  of 
the  existing  impressment  laws,  except  so  far  as  is  herein 
otherwise  provided. 

Skc.  6.  Tho  right  and  the  duty  of  making  impressments 
is  hereby  confided  exclusively  to  the  oiUcers  and  agents 
charged  in  tho  several  districts  with  the  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  tho  tax  in  kind  and  of  the  contribution  herein 
required ;  and  all  oflicers  and  soldiers  in  any  department  of 
the  army  are  hereby  expressly  prohibited  from  undertak- 
ing in  any  manner  to  interfere  with  these  officers  and 
agents  in  any  part  of  their  duties  in  respect  to  the  tax  in 
kind,  the  contribution,  or  the  impressment  herein  provided 
for:  Provided,  That  this  prohibiiion  shall  n  >t  bo  applicab'e 
to  any  district,  county,  or  parish  in  which  there  shall  be  no 
officer  or  agent  charged  with  the  appointment  and  col'ec- 
tion  of  the  tax  in  kind. 

Sec.  7.  Supplies  or  other  property  taken  by  impreasmei^t 
shall  be  paid  for  by  the  post  quartermasters  in  the  several 
districts,  and  shall  bo  disjiosed  of  and  accounted  for  by  them 
as  is  required  in  respeft  to  the  tax  in  kind  and  the  contri 
bution  herein  required  :  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  post 
quartermasters  to  equalize  and  apportion  the  impressments 
within  their  districts,  as  far  as  practicable,  soas  toavoid  op- 
pressing any  portion  of  the  community. 

tho  Confederate  States  have  the  constitutional  power  to 
authorize,  by  statute,  tho  accumulation  of  supplies  for  fu- 
ture use  of  the  army  by  impressment,  where  holders  refuse 
to  sell  at  fair  prices :"  Provided,  '  Just  compensation '  be 
made  or  tendered  to  the  owner." 
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Sec  8.  If  any  one  not  authorized  by  law  to  collect  the 
tax  ia  Lmd  or  the  contribution  herein  required,  or  to  make 
imprejsuieots,  shall  undertake,  on  any  pretence  of  such 
authority,  to  8"ize  or  impress,  or  to  collect  or  receive  any 
6uch  property,  or  shall,  on  any  such  pretence,  actually  ob- 
trtiQ  such  property,  he  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be 
punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  five  times  the  value  of  such 
property,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  five  years,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court  having  jurisdiction.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  all  officers  and  agents  charged  with 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  tax  iu  kind  and  of  the 
contribution  herein  required,  promptly  to  report,  through 
tltt  post  quaxtermastars  in  the  several  districts,  any  viola- 


tion or  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  by  any  officer 
or  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Sec.  9.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  impress  any  sheep, 
milch  cows,  brood  mares,  stud  horses,  jacks,  bulls,  or  other 
stock  kept  or  necessary  for  raising  horses,  mules,  or  cattle. 

The  following  is  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
passed  the  Senate : 

Yeas  Messrs.  Caperton, Graham,  Ilaynes,  Jemison,  John- 
son (Ark.),  Johnson  (Mo.),  Mitchel,  Orr,  Walker,  \Yatsoa— 
10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baker, Burnett,  Henry,  Hunter,  Maxwell, 
Semmes,  Sparrow— 7. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The  President  on  Colonization,  in  Au- 
gust, 1862. 

1862,  August  14 — The  President  received  a 
deputation  of  colored  persons  relative  to  emi- 
gration.    The  interview  is  thus  reported : 

Washinqton,  TnrosDAY,  August  14, 1862. 

This  afternoon  the  President  of  the  United  States  gave  an 
audience  to  a  committee  of  colored  men  at  the  White  House. 
They  were  introduced  by  Rev.  J.  Mitchell,  Commissioner  of 
Emigi-ation.  E.  M.  Thomas,  the  chairman,  remarked  that 
they  were  there  by  invitation  to  hear  what  the  Executive 
hail  to  say  to  them. 

Ilaring  all  been  seated,  the  President,  after  a  few  pre- 
liminary observations,  informed  them  that  a  sum  of  money 
had  been  appropriated  by  Congress,  and  placed  at  his  dispo- 
sition, for  tlie  purpose  of  aiding  the  colonization  in  some 
country  of  the  people,  or  a  portion  of  them,  of  African  des- 
cent, thereby  making  it  his  duty,  as  it  had  for  a  long  time 
been  Ms  inclination,  to  favor  that  cause ;  and  why,  he  asked, 
should  the  people  of  your  race  be  colonized,  and  where  f 
■\niy  should  they  leave  this  country?  This  is,  perhaps,  the 
first  question  for  proper  consideration.  You  and  wo  are 
different  races.  We  have  between  us  a  broader  difference 
than  exists  between  almost  any  other  two  races.  Whether 
it  is  right  or  wrong  I  need  not  discuss ;  but  this  physical 
difference  is  a  great  disadvantage  to  us  both,  as  I  think. 
Your  race  suffer  very  greatly,  many  of  them  by  living 
among  us,  while  ours  suffer  from  your  presence.  In  a  word 
we  suffer  on  each  side.  If  this  is  admitted,  it  affords  a  rea- 
son, at  least,  why  we  should  he  separated.  You  here  are 
freemen,  I  suppose. 

A  VOICE — Yes,  sir. 

The  Peesident — Perhaps  yon  have  long  been  fVee,  or  all 
your  lives.  Your  race  are  suffering,  in  my  judgment,  the 
greatest  wrong  inflicted  on  any  people.  But  even  when 
you  cease  to  bo  slaves,  you  are  yet  far  removed  from  being 
placed  on  an  equality  with  the  white  race.  You  are  cut  olf 
from  many  of  the  advantages  which  the  other  race  enjoys. 
The  aspiration  of  men  is  to  en,joy  eciuality  with  the  best 
when  free,  but  on  this  broad  continent  not  a  single  man  of 
your  race  is  made  the  equal  of  a  single  man  of  ours.  Go 
where  you  are  treated  the  best,  and  the  ban  ia  still  upon 
yon.  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  this,  but  to  present  it  as  a 
fivct,  with  which  wo  have  to  deal.  I  cannot  alter  it  if  I 
would.  It  is  a  fact  about  which  we  all  think  and  feel  alike, 
I  and  you.  We  look  to  our  condition.  Owing  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  two  races  on  this  continent,  I  need  not  recount 
to  you  the  effects  upon  white  men,  growing  out  of  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery.  I  believe  in  its  general  evil  effects  on  the 
white  race.  See  our  present  condition — the  country  en- 
gaged in  warl  our  white  men  cutting  one  another's  throats 
— none  knowing  how  far  it  will  extend — and  then  consider 
what  we  know  to  be  the  truth.  But  for  your  race  among 
ns  there  could  not  bo  war,  although  many  men  engaged  on 
either  side  do  not  care  for  you  one  way  or  the  other.  Never- 
tlieloss,  I  repeat,  without  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  the 
ctiliired  race  as  a  basis,  the  war  could  not  have  an  existence. 
It  is  better  for  us  both,  therefore,  to  bo  separated.  I  know 
tliat  there  are  free  men  among  you  who,  even  if  they  could 
better  their  condition,  are  not  as  much  Inclined  to  go  out 
of  the  country  as  those  who,  being  slaves,  could  obtain  their 
freedom  on  this  condition.  I  suppose  one  of  the  principal 
difficnlties  in  the  way  of  colonization  is  that  the  free  col- 
ored man  cannot  see  that  his  comfort  would  be  advanced 
by  it.  You  may  believe  that  you  can  live  in  Washington, 
or  elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  the  remainder  of  your 
life;  perhaps  jnore  eo  than  you  can  iu  any  foreign  country. 


and  hence  yon  may  come  to  the  concrusion  that  you  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  idea  of  going  to  a  foreign  country. 
This  is  (I  speak  in  no  unkind  sense)  an  extremely  selfish 
view  of  the  case.  But  you  ought  to  do  something  to  help 
those  who  are  not  so  fortunate  aa  yourselves.  There  is  an 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  our  people,  harsh  aa  it  may  be, 
for  you  free  colored  people  to  remain  with  us.  Now  if  you 
could  give  a  start  to  the  white  people  you  would  open  a 
wide  door  for  many  to  be  made  free.  If  we  deal  with  those 
who  are  not  free  at  the  beginning,  and  whose  intellects  are 
clouded  by  slavery,  we  have  very  poor  material  to  start 
with.  If  intelligent  colored  men,  such  as  are  before  ma, 
would  move  in  ttiis  matter,  much  might  be  accomplished. 
It  is  exceedingly  important  that  we  have  men  at  the  begin- 
ning capable  of  thinking  as  white  men,  and  not  those  who 
have  been  systematically  oppressed.  There  is  much  to  en- 
courage you.  For  the  sake  of  your  race  you  should  sacrifico 
something  of  your  present  comfort  for  the  purpose  of  being 
as  grand  in  that  respect  as  the  white  people.  It  is  a  cheer- 
ing thotight  throughout  life,  that  something  can  bo  done  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  those  who  have  been  subject  to 
the  h.ard  usages  of  the  world.  It  is  difficult  to  make  a  man 
miserable  while  he  feels  he  is  worthy  of  himself  and  claima 
kindred  to  the  great  God  who  made  him.  In  the  Anieric;in 
Revolutionary  war  sacrifices  were  made  by  men  engaged  ia 
it,  btit  they  were  cheered  by  the  future.  General  Washing- 
ton himself  endured  greater  physical  hardships  than  if  he 
had  remained  a  British  subject,  yet  he  was  a  happy  maa, 
because  he  was  engaged  iu  benefiting  his  race,  in  doing 
something  for  the  children  of  his  neighbors,  having  none 
of  his  own. 

The  colony  of  Liberia  has  been  in  existence  a  long  timew 
In  a  certain  sense  it  is  a  success.  The  old  President  of  Li- 
beria, Roberts,  has  just  been  with  me  the  first  time  I  ever 
saw  him.  He  says  they  have  within  tlie  bounds  of  that 
colony  between  three  and  four  hundred  thousand  people, 
or  mure  than  in  some  of  our  old  States,  sucli  as  Rhode 
It^land  or  Delaware,  or  in  some  of  our  newer  States,  and  less 
than  in  some  of  our  larger  ones.  They  are  not  all  Amer- 
ican colonists  or  their  descendants.  Something  less  than 
12,000  h.ave  been  sent  thither  from  this  country.  Many  of 
the  original  settlers  have  died,  yet,  like  people  elsewhere, 
their  otlspring  outnumber  those  deceased.  The  question  is, 
if  the  colored  people  are  persuaded  to  go  anywhere,  why 
not  there?  One  reason  for  unwillingness  to  do  so  is,  that 
some  of  yon  would  rather  remain  witliin  reach  of  the  coun» 
try  of  your  nativity.  I  do  not  know  how  much  attachment 
you  may  have  toward  our  race.  It  does  not  strike  me  that 
you  have  the  greatest  reason  to  love  them.  But  still  yoti 
are  attached  to  them  at  all  events.  The  place  I  am  think- 
ing about  having  for  a  colony  is  in  Central  America.  It  is 
nearer  to  us  than  Liberia — not  much  more  than  one  fourth 
as  far  as  Liberia,  and  within  seven  days'  run  by  steamer* 
Unlik,e  Liberia,  it  is  a  great  line  of  travel— it  is  a  highwaji. 
The  country  is  a  very  excellent  one  for  any  people,  and  with 
great  natural  resources  and  advantages,  and  especially  be- 
catise  of  the  similarity  of  climate  with  your  native  soil, 
thus  being  suited  to  your  physical  condition.  The  partiet*- 
lar  place  I  have  in  view  Is  to  be  a  great  highway  from  the 
Atlantic  or  Caribbean  Sea  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  this 
particular  placa  has  all  the  advantages  fur  a  colony.  Oa 
both  sides  there  are  harbors  among  the  finest  in  the  world. 
Again,  there  is  evidence  of  very  rich  coal  mines.  A  certjiiii 
amount  of  coal  is  valuable  in  any  country.  Why  I  attach  so 
much  imporfcince  to  coal  is,  it  will  afford  an  opportunity  to 
the  inhabitants  for  immediate  employment  till  they  get 
ready  to  settle  permanently  in  their  homes.  If  you  take 
colonists  where  there  is  no  good  landing,  there  is  a  bad 
show ;  and  so  where  there  is  nothing  to  cultivate,  and  of 
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which  to  make  a  farm.  But  if  something  is  stjirted  so  that 
you  cau  got  your  daily  bread  as  soon  as  you  r«ach  there,  it 
is  a  great  advantage.  Coal  land  is  the  best  thing  I  know 
of  with  which  to  commence  an  enterprise.  To  return — you 
have  been  talked  to  upon  this  subject,  and  told  that  a  spec- 
ulation is  intended  by  gentlemen  who  have  an  interest  in 
the  country,  including  the  coal  mines.  We  have  been  mis- 
taken all  our  lives  if  %ve  do  not  know  whites,  as  well  as 
Mucks,  look  to  their  self-interest.  Unless  among  those  de- 
ficient of  intellect,  everybody  you  trade  with  makes  sonie- 
tlJng.  You  meet  with  these  things  here  and  everywhere. 
If  such  persons  have  what  will  be  an  advantage  to  them, 
the  question  is,  whether  it  cannot  be  made  of  advantage  to 
yuu  ?  You  are  intelligent  and  know  that  success  does  not 
as  much  depend  on  external  help  as  on  self-reliance.  Much, 
therefore, j(lepends  upon  yourselves.  As  to  the  coal  mines, 
I  think  I  see  the  means  available  for  your  self-reliance.  I 
shall,  if  I  get  a  sufficient  number  of  you  engaged,  have  pro- 
vision made  that  you  shall  not  be  wronged.  If  you  will 
engage  in  the  enterprise,  I  will  spend  some  of  the  money 
intrusted  to  me.  I  am  not  sure  you  will  succeed.  The  Oov- 
ernmout  may  lose  the  money,  but  we  cannot  succeed  unless 
wo  try ;  but  we  think  with  care  we  can  succeed.  The  polit- 
ical affairs  in  Centi-al  America  are  not  in  quite  as  satisfac- 
fciry  condition  as  I  wish.  There  are  contending  factions  in 
that  quarter;  but  it  is  true,  all  the  factions  are  agreed  alike 
on  the  subject  of  colonization,  and  want  it,  and  are  more 
generous  than  we  are  here.  To  your  colored  race  they  have 
no  objection.  Besides,  I  would  endeavor  to  have  you  made 
&iuals,  and  have  the  best  assurance  that  you  should  be  the 
equals  of  the  best.  The  practical  thing  I  want  to  ascertain 
is.  wliether  I  can  get  a  number  of  able-bodied  men,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  who  are  willing  to  go,  when  I  pre- 
sent evidence  of  encouragement  and  protection.  Could  I 
get  a  hundred  tolerably  intelligent  men,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  and  able  to  "  cut  their  own  fodder,"  so  to 
speak?  Can  I  have  fifty?  If  I  could  find  twenty-five  able- 
bodied  men,  with  a  mixture  of  women  and  children — good 
things  in  the  familj-  relation,  I  think — I  could  make  a  suc- 
cessful commencement.  I  want  you  to  let  me  know  whether 
Uiis  can  be  done  or  not.  This  i.s  the  practical  part  of  my 
wish  to  see  you.  These  are  subjects  of  very  great  import- 
ance— worthy  of  a  month's  study,  of  a  speech  delivered  in 
an  hour.  I  ask  you,  then,  to  consider  seriously,  not  per- 
tiiining  to  yourselves  merely,  nor  for  your  race  and  ours  for 
the  present  time,  but  as  one  of  the  things,  if  successfully 
managed,  for  the  good  of  mankind — not  confined  to  the 
present  generation,  but  as 

"  From  age  to  age  descends  the  lay 
To  millions  yet  to  be, 
Till  far  its  echoes  roll  away 
Into  eternity." 

The  above  is  merely  given  as  the  substance  of  the  Presi- 
dent's remarks. 

The  chairman  of  the  delegation  briefly  replied,  that 
"they  would  hold  a  consultation,  and  in  a  short  time  give 
an  answer."  The  President  said,  "Take  your  full  time — no 
Lurry  at  all." 

The  delegation  then  withdrew. 

It  was  proposed  to  settle  tbese  persons  on  a 
tract  of  country  in  New  Grenada,  but  that  Gov- 
ernment objected,  and  no  further  attempt  has 
been  made  in  that  direction.  (For  further  par- 
ticulars see  page  "212.) 


Incompatibility  of  Civil  and  Military 
Office. 

Robert  C.  Schenck  and  Francis  P.  Blair, 
Jr.,  were  elected  in  the  fall  of  1862  members  of 
the  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  the  first  named 
then  being  a  Major  General.  The  latter  was 
commissioned  a  Brigadier,  and  then  a  Major 
General,  subsequently  to  the  election.  The 
former  resigned  his  commission  November  13, 
1863,  to  take  his  seat  in  Congress,  the  resigna- 
tion to  have  effect  December  5,  1863  ;  the  Pres- 
ident accepted  it  November  21.  The  latter  re- 
signed January  1,  1864,  which  the  President 
accepted  January  12,  giving  it  effect  that  day. 
He  took  the  oath  of  of&ce  as  Representative  in 
Congress,  January  12.  April  23,  he  requested 
to  withdraw  his  resignation  as  Major  General 
of  Volunteers;  and,  same  day,  the  President 


assigned  him  to  the  command  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps. 

IN  SENATE. 
June  15 — The  Judiciary  Committee  reported 
this  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  an  officer  of  the  United  States  whose  res- 
ignation has  been  duly  accepted  and  taken  effect,  or  who, 
having  been  elected  a  member  of  either  House  of  Congress, 
qualifies  and  enters  on  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a 
member,  is  thereby,  in  either  case,  out  of  the  office  previ- 
ously hold,  and  cannot  be  restored  to  it  without  a  new  ap- 
pointment, in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

June  30 — This  resolution  passed  witho' 
division. 

IN  HOUSE. 

June  13 — The  Committee  on  Elections  maa 
a  report,  and  submitted  these  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  RonEET  C.  ScnENCK,  having  resigned  the 
office  of  Major  General  of  Volunteers  which  he  then  held 
on  the  1.3th  day  of  November,  1803,  which  resignation  was 
accepted  November  21,  1S63,  to  take  effect  December  5, 
1863,  was  not,  by  reason  of  having  held  such  office,  disquali- 
fied from  holding  a  seat  as  a  Rej)resentative  in  the  Thirty- 
Eighth  Congress,  whose  first  session  commenced  on  the  7th 
day  of  December,  1S63. 

Resolved,  That  Francis  P.  Bl.ub,  Jr.,  by  continuing  to 
hold  the  office  of  Major  General  of  Volunteers  to  which  ha 
was  appointed  November  29, 18G2,  and  to  discharge  the  du- 
ties thereof  till  January  1,  186f ,  the  date  of  his  resignation, 
did  thereby  decline  and  disqualify  himself  to  hold  the  office 
of  Representative  in  the  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  the  first 
session  of  which  commenced  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber, 1863. 

June  29 — They  were  adopted  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Repeal  of  the  Fishing  Bounties. 
First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  a  tax  bill  in  tha 
Senate, 

July  29,  1861,  Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  add 
this  section : 

That  from  and  after  the  6th  day  of  October,  1861,  all  acta 
and  parts  of  acts  granting  allowances  or  bounties  on  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  employed  in  the  bank  or  other  cod  fish- 
eries, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Which  was  rejected  —  yeas  15,  nays  19,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Browning,  Carlile,  Chandler,  Doolittle, 
Grimes,  Harlan,  Johnson  of  Missouri,  I'olk,  Powell,  Rice, 
SauUliimi,  Sherman,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Willey — 15. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  CoUamer,  Dixon,  Fessen- 
den.  Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas;  McDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Simmons,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilson— 19. 

Third  Session.  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

1863,  Feb.  2 — Pending  the  legislative  bill, 
Mr.  Powell  offered  this  new  section  : 

That  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  allowingor  giving  bounties 
on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  cod  or  other  bank 
fisheries,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  8,  nays  35,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas Messrs.   Carlile,  Kennedy.    Powell,   Ricliardsnn, 

Sherman,  Turpie,  Wall,  Wilson  of  Missouri— 8. 

NiYS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  (handler,  Clark,  CoUa- 
mer, Cowan.  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessonden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Hardivg,  Harlan,  Harris,  ITlcks,  Howard, 
Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latham, 
McDouqoll,  Morrill,  Ponicroy,  Rici\  Sumner,  Trumlmll, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Miu-:s— 35. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 

1864,  April  12 — The  Naval  appropriation 
bill  being   under  consideration   in  the   Senate, 
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Mr.  Powell  offered   the   following   as   a  new 
section: 

That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  1864,  all  acts 
auil  parts  of  acta  granting  allowances  or  bounties  on  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  Bank  or  other  cod  fish- 
eries be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Which  was   rejected — yeas   18,  nays    20,    as 

follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  BwJcoPw,  Cowan,  Davis,  Harding,  Har- 
lan, Ilf-nilerson,  ffe7idricl,s.  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kan- 
Bus.  McDoufjidl,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Pmvell,  Saulshury, 
Trumbull.  Wilkinson,  Wiliey,  Wright— \?,. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Conness,  Doolittle, 
Fcssenlun,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Ilarris,  Ilowe,  Jolin- 
Bon,  M'ii\;an,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eytk,  AVade,  Wilson— 20. 

May  31 — Pending  the  Internal  Revenue  bill, 
Mr.  Powell  offered  the  same  section,  which 
wa.s  rejected — yeas  11,  nays  24,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buckalew.  Conness,  Davis,  Grimes,  Hen- 
dri'-Jiis,  Xesmith,  Powell,  Richardson,  Saulshury,  Sherman, 
Truiubull— 11. 

Xats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Doo- 
little, Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Howard,  Howe,  John- 
Bon,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey, 
Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willoy, 
Wilson— 21. 

To  prohibit  Polygamy  in  Utah. 
Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 
18G2,  April  28 — The  House  passed,  without  a 
division,  a  bill  to  punish  and  prevent  the  prac- 
tice of  polygamy  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States  and  other  places,  and  disapproving  and 
annulling  certain  acts  of  the  territorial  legisla- 
ture of  Utah.  [It  is  the  identical  bill  passed  at 
the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
with  the  difference  that  this  bill  strikes  out  the 
exception  of  the  District  of  Columbia  from  its 
provisions,  which  was  contained  in  the  other.) 
June  3 — The  bill,  amended,  passed  the  Sen- 
ate— yeas  37,  nays  2,  (Messrs.  Latlnim  and  Mc- 
DouffaU.) 

Declaring  Certain  Persons  Ineligible 

to  Office. 

Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1861,  December  23 — Mr.  Moorhead  offered 
this  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Ke.solved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
imiuiie  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  providing 
that  any  jiersou  or  persons  engaged  or  implicated  in  the 
present  lebellion  agamst  the  Constitution  of  the  Uuited 
States  be  ferever  hereafter  rendered  ineligible  to  hold  any 
office  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States^ 

1862,  March  13 — Mr.  Wilson  gave  notice  of 
a  bill  declaring  certain  persons  ineligible  to  of- 
fice. 

June  4 — The  House  passed  a  bill  declaring 
certain  persons  ineligible  to  office. 

Itpr^viiles  that  any  person  elected  or  appointed  to  any 
office  of  honor  or  prolit  under  the  Government  of  the  United 
Btates,  eithur  in  the  civd,  military,  or  naval  department, 
shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of  such  office,  and  be- 
fore being  entitled  to  any  of  tlie  salary  or  other  emoluments 
thereof,  take  and  subscribe  au  oath  that  he  had  never  vol- 
untarily borne  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  since  he  had  been  a  citizen  thereof;  had  voluntarily 
given  no  aid,  counteuance,  counsel,  or  encouragement  to 
persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  thereto  ;  had  never 
Bought  or  accepted  or  attempted  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
any  ofQce  whatever  under  any  authority  or  pretended  au- 
thority in  hosUlity  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ; 


that  he  had  neither  voluntarily  renounced  his  allegiance  to 
ihe  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  yielded  a  volun« 
tary  supjwrt  to  any  pretended  governmeijt,  authority,  pow- 
er, or  constitution,  hostile  or  inimical  thereto  ;  that  he  will 
support  anil  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  all  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof 
against  all  enemies,  foreign  or  domestic  ;  bear  true  faith 
and  allegiance  to  the  same  ;  that  he  takes  the  obligation 
without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion;  and  that  he 
will  well  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  on 
which  he  is  about  to  enter.  This  oath  is  to  be  prcsixved 
among  the  files  of  the  court.  House  of  Congress,  or  di^parl^ 
ment  to  which  such  ofBce  may  appertaiu  ;  and  any  per- 
son falsely  taking  such  oath  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury, and 
on  conviction  thereof,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  penalties  now 
prescribed,  be  deprived  of  his  office,  and  rendered  incapa- 
ble forever  thereafter  of  holding  any  office  under  the  Gov- 
ernment of  tlie  United  States. 

Yeas  78,  nays  47.  The  Nays  were  : 
Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona.  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Gtmye 
H.  Browne,  C'a^rer/,  Casey,  Cohh,  Oirninrj,  Cox,  Dunlap,  Eng- 
lish, Gridcr,  Haighl,  Harding,  Holman,  Johnson,  Kerrigan, 
Kuajq),  Law,  May,  Menzies,  Noble,  Nodi,  Norton,  Nayen, 
Pendleton,  John  S.  Phelps,  Richardson,  Robinson,  James 
S.  Rollins,  Segar,  Shiel,  Smith,  John  B.  S'ede,  Wdiinm  G. 
S'  de,  Siiles,  Beiijamiii  F.  Thomas,  Francis  Thomas,  Vallan- 
digham,  Vihhard,  Voorhees,  Wadsworlh,  Ward,  Chilton  A. 
White,  Widdiffe,  Woodruff,  Wrighi^-i7. 

June  23 — The  bill  was  amended  and  passed 
in  the  Senate — yeas  23, nays  5,  (Messrs.  Bayard, 
Carlile,  Kennedy,  Poioell,  Saulshury.) 

June  24 — The  House  non-concurred  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate.  A  Committee  of 
Conference  arranged  the  differences,  and  their 
report,  being  the  existing  law,  was  adopted  in 
the  House  without  a  division,  and  in  the  Sen- 
ate— yeas  27,  nays  8,  (Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile, 
Davis,  Henderson,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Saulshury, 
Stark.) 

Bill  to  Punish  Conspiracies. 

Tlie  bill  to  define  and  punish  conspiracies  provides  that 
if  two  or  more  persons  within  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  shall  conspire  together  to  overthrow,  or  to 
put  down,  or  to  destroy  by  force,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  levy  war  against  the  United  States,  or 
to  oppose  by  force  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States:  or  by  force  to  prevent,  hinder,  or  delay  the 
execution  of  any  law  of  the  United  States ;  or  by  force  to 
seize,  take,  or  possess  any  property  of  the  United  States 
against  the  will,  or  contrary  to  the  authority  of  the  United 
States ;  or  by  force,  or  intimidation,  or  threat,  to  prevent 
any  person  from  accepting  or  holding  anj^  office,  or  trust,  or 
place  of  confidence,  under  the  United  States:  each  .ind 
every  person  so  offending  shall  be  guilty  of  a  high  crime, 
and  upon  conviction  in  any  district  or  circuit  court  of  tho 
United  States  having  jurisdiction,  or  district  or  supreme 
court  of  any  Territory  of  tho  United  States  having  jurisdic- 
tion, shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  less  than  $'M0  and  not 
more  than  $5,000,  or  by  imprisonment,  solitary  or  social, 
and  with  or  without  hard  labor,  as  the  court  shall  determ- 
ine, for  a  period  not  less  than  six  months  nor  greater  than 
six  years;  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

1861,  July  15 — It  passed  the  House — yeas 
123,  nays  7,  (Messrs.  Ashley,  Burnett,  Diven, 
Edgerton,  Goodwin,  Pomeroy,  Wood.) 

July  26 — The  bill  passed  the  Senate  without 
a  division. 

Same  day — Mr.  Powell  presented  this  pro- 
test against  its  passage : 

Protest  of  the  minority  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
against  the  2'assage  of  the  House  hill  No.  45,  entitled  "Art 
act  to  define  and  jiunish  certain  consjnrators." 
The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Senate,  dissent  from  the 
passage  of  tho  bill  on  the  following  grounds : 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  a  Government  of 
specially  delegated  powers :  and  though  treason  is  one  of  the 
highest  crimes  known  to  the  law,  it  is  a  political  offence. 

To  guard  against  the  abuses  wliioh  in  times  of  high  ex» 
citement  had,  in  the  history  of  "England  previous  to  the  rev- 
olution of  1G88,  too  often  sacrificed  able,  virtuous,  and 
innocent  men  on  charges  of  treason  and  kindi'cd  ollVnces, 
unaccompanied  by  acts,  tho  Constitution  of  tho  United 
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states  expressly  defines  the  crime  of  treason  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : 

Art.  3,  Sec.  3.  "  Treason  against  the  United  States  shall 
consist  only  in  levying  war  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to 
their  enemies,  giving  them  aifl  and  comfort." 

It  further  provides  that  "  no  person  shall  bo  convicted  of 
treason  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  tho 
same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in  open  court." 

The  intent  to  restrict  Congress  in  the  creati'm  of  crimes 
of  the  nature  created  by  this  bUl  seems  obvious ;  for  in  trea- 
son all  are  principals,  and  in  any  conspiracy  of  the  kind 
stated  in  the  bill,  an  overt  act  in  pursuance  of  it,  proved  by 
two  witnesses,  would  be  treason  against  the  Unitetl  States. 
Thus  the  creation  of  an  offence,  resting  in  intention  alone, 
without  overt  act,  woiild  render  nug.itory  the  provision  last 
quoted,  and  the  door  would  be  opened  for  those  similar  op- 
pressions and  cruelties  which,  under  the  excitement  of  po- 
Ltica]  struggles,  have  so  often  disgraced  the  past  liistory  of 
tlie  world.  The  undersigned  can  conceive  no  possible  object 
in  defining  the  crime  of  treason  by  our  ancestors,  and  re- 
quiring proof  by  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act  to 
justify  the  conviction  of  the  accused,  unless  it  be  to  restrict 
tlie  power  of  Congress  in  tho  creation  of  a  political  crime 
kindred  to  treason,  and  ch;vrged  as  resting  in  intent  alone, 
which  would,  if  accomi)anied  by  an  overt  act,  be  treason. 

It  matters  not  that  tho  punishment  prescribed  in  the  law 
is  not  death,  but  imprisonment ;  for  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
tlKjugh  it  might  not  afTect  the  life  of  an  innocent  man, 
would  give,  from  tho  uncertainty  of  the  offence  charged, 
and  the  proof  requisite  to  sustiun  it,  the  utmost  latitude  to 
priisecutions  founded  on  personal  enmity  ami  political  ani- 
mosity and  the  suspicions  as  to  intention  whicli  they  inevi- 
tably engender.  JA3IES  A.  BAYARD, 
L.  W.  POWELL, 
J.  D.  BRIGHT, 
W.  SAUl.SBURY, 
TRUSTEX  POLK, 
J.  A.  PEARCE, 
A.  KENNEDY, 
JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 
WALDO  P.  JOHNSON. 

Letters  of  Marque. 
Second  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

Be  it  enacted,  cOc,  That  in  all  domestic  and  foreign  wars 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  issue  to 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  commissions,  or 
letters  of  marque  and  general  reprisal,  in  such  form  as  ho 
Bliall  think  proper,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States, 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment and  conduct  thereof,  and  for  the  adjudication  and 
disposal  of  the  prizes  and  salvages  made  by  such  vessels  : 
Provided,  That  the  authority  conferred  by  this  act  shall 
cease  and  terminate  at  the  end  of  three  years  from  the 
passage  of  tiiis  act. 

IN  SENATE. 

February  17,  1863 — Mr.  Scmxek  offered 
the  following  amendment : 

That,  to  aid  in  Jutting  down  the  present  rebellion,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  issut^to  pri- 
vale  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  <tc. 

"Which  was  rejected — yeas  13,  nays  22. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate — yeas  27,  nays  9, 
as  'ollows : 

Ye.\s — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
mer,  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Harding,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hicks,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Kau- 
m^,  Latham.  McDougall,  Morrill,  iYcsnu;;/!,  Rice,  Sherman, 
Turpii',  Wade,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 27. 

Nays — Jlessrs.  Davis,  Dixon,  Henderson,  Howard,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilson  of  Mis- 
souri— 9. 

March  2 — The  bill  passed  the  House  without 
division. 

Enabling  Act  for  Nebraska. 

1864,  March  17 — The  House  considered  the 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  Nebraska  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  when  Mr. 
Cox  moved  to  add  a  proviso  : 

That  the  said  Territory  shall  not  be  admitted  as  a  State 
until  Congress  shall  be  satisfied,  by  a  census  taken  under 
authority  of  law,  that  its  population  shall  be  equal  to  that 
re(iuired  as  a  ratio  for  one  member  of  Congress  under  the 
apportionment. 


Which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  43,  nays  72. 
The  Yeas  were : 

Meg.TS.  James  C  Allen,  Ancova,  Augustus  C.  Baldioin, 
James  S.  Brown.  Chanter,  Cox.  Dawson.  Denison.  Eldridge, 
Hall.  Harding.  Harri'  gtnn.  Herrick,  Hohnan.  KaUiflaisch, 
Kernan,  Law,  Long,  Mallory.  Marry.  McAllister,  McUoioell, 
Midtlleton,  James  R.  Moi-ris.  Noble,  Odell  John  O'Neill, 
Pendleton.  Perry,  Prwjn,  Rogers  James  S.  Rollins.  Ross, 
John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Sletie,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Sweat, 
Voorkees,  Wadsworth,  Wehsler,  Whezler,  Teaman — 43. 

Apiil  14 — The  Senate  passed  the  bill  without 
a  division. 


State  of  West  Virginia. 
Second  Session,  Thirty -Seventh  Congress. 
IN  SENATE. 
1862,  July  14— The  bill  providing  for  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia  into 
the  Union,  passed — yeas  23,  nays  17,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Collamer,  Fessenden, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson  of 
Massacliusetts — 23. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Bayard,  Browning,  Carlile,  Chandler, 
Cnwan.  Divis,  Howard,  Kennedy,  Kii]g,  McDougall,  Povy 
ell,  Saidsbury,  Stark,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilson  of  Missouri, 
Wright— n. 

During  the  pendency  of  this  bill,  July  14, 1862, 

Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  strike  from  the  first 

section  of  the  second  article  the  words  :   "  the 

children  of  all  slaves  born  within  the  limits  of 

said  State  shall  be  free,"  and  insert: 

Within  the  limits  of  the  said  State  there  shall  be  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than  in  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  be  duly  coa- 
victed. 

Which  was  rejected — ^yeas  11,  nays  24,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Grimes,  King,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wikoot, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Browning,  Carlile,  Col- 
lamer, Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howe, 
Kennedy,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Powdl,  Rice,  Saulshury,  Sher- 
man, Simmons,  Stark,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  Willey,  Wilsmi  of 
Missouri,  Wright — 24. 

Mr.  WiLLET  proposed  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  "That"  in  the  first  section,  and  in- 
sert : 

That  the  State  of  West  Virginia  be,  and  is  hereby,  de- 
clared to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori.ginal 
States  in  all  respects  whatever,  and  until  the  next  general 
census  shall  be  entitled  to  three  members  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States:  Provided  always, 
That  this  act  shall  not  take  efl'ect  until  after  the  proclama- 
tion of  tho  President  of  the  United  States  hereinafter  pro 
vided  for. 

Sec.  2.  It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  since  th« 
convention  of  the  26th  of  November,  1861,  that  framed  and 
proposed  the  constitution  for  the  said  State  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, the  people  thereof  have  expressed  a  wish  to  change 
the  seventli  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  said  constitu- 
tion by  striking  out  the  same,  and  inserting  the  following  in 
its  place,  namely,  "The  children  of  slaves  born  within  the 
limits  of  this  State  after  the  4th  day  of  July,  1S63,  shall  be 
free  and  no  slave  shall  be  pernutted  to  come  into  tho  State 
for  permanent  residence  therein  :  "  Therefore, 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the  people  of  West 
Virginia  shall,  through  their  said  convention,  and  by  a  rote 
to  be  taken  at  an  election  to  be  held  within  the  limits  of 
tho  State  at  such  time  as  the  convention  may  provide,  make 
and  ratify  tho  change  aforesaid  and  properly  certify  the 
same  under  the  hand  of  tho  president  of  the  convirition,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  tho  President  of  the  United  States  to 
issue  his  proclamation  stating  the  fact,  and  then  iqion  this 
act  shall  take  effi-ct  and  be  i'l  f  irco  from  and  after  sixty 
days  from  the  date  of  said  prtclamation. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  amend  the 
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amendment  by  inserting  after  the  word  "there- 
in" and  before  the  word  "Therefore"  the 
words — 

And  that  all  slaves  within  the  said  State  who  shall  at  the 
time  aforesaid  be  under  the  ago  of  ten  years  shall  be  free 
■when  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  and  all 
slaves  over  ten  and  under  tweuty-one  years  shall  be  free 
when  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  25,  nays  12,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Collamer,  Doolittle,  Foot^ 
Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  ilarris.  Howard,  Howo,  King,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Ponieroy,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  'VVilkinson, 
Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 25. 

Nays — Messrs.  Browning,  Carlile,  Davis,  Henderson,  Ken- 
nedy, McDougall,  Powdl,  SauUbury,  Stark,  Willey,  Wilson 
of  Missouri,  Wright — 12. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  then  agreed 
to. 

A  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  first 
Monday  of  the  next  December  was  lost — yeas 
17,  nays  23. 

IN  HOUSE. 

July  16 — The  bill  was  postponed  until  the 
second  Tuesday  of  the  next  December — yeas  63, 
nays  33. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

1862,  Dec.  10— The  House  passed  the  bill*— 
yeas  96,  nays  57,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Arnold,  Babbitt,  Baker,  Baxter, 
Be-aman,  Bingham,  Jacob  B.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Blair,  Blake, 
William  G.  Brown,  Bullinton,  Burnham,  Campbell,  Casey, 
Ctamberlain,  Clark,  Clements,  Colfax,  Frederick  A.  Conic- 
ling,  Covode,  Cutler,  Davis,  Duell,  Dunn,  Edgerton,  Ed- 
wards, Eliot,  Ely,  Fenton,  Samuel  C.  Fessenden,  Thomas  A. 
D.  Fessenden,  Franchot,  Frank,  Goodwin,  Gurley,  Ilaiffht, 
Hale,  Harrison,  Hickman,  Hooper,  llorton,  Hutchins,  Ju- 
lian, Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  William  Kellogg,  Killin- 
ger,  Lansing,  Lehman,  Loomis,  Lovejoy,  Low,  McKnight, 
McPherson,  Maynard,  Mitchell,  Moorhead,  Anson  P.  Mor- 
rill, Justin  S.  Morrill,  Nixon,  Nodi,  Olin,  Patton,  Timothy 
G.  Phelps,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Porter,  Potter,  John  H.  Rice, 
Riddle,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Sargent,  Sedgwick,  Shanks, 
SIteffield,  Shellabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan,  Spaulding,  Stevens, 
Stratton,  Trimble,  Trowbridge,  Van  Horn,  Van  Valken- 
burgh.  Van  Wyck,  Verree,  Walker,  Wall,  Washburne,  Wha- 
ley,  Albert  S.  White,  Wilson,  Windoni,  Worcester — 96. 

Nays — Messrs.  WiUiam  J.  Allen,  Alley,  Ancona,  Ashley, 
BaiUi,BUIdle,  Cohb,  Roscoe Conkling, Conway,  Coa;,Crai-e«s, 
Crisjidd,  Crittenden, Delano,  Delaplaint,  Diven,  Dunlop,  Eng- 
lish, Gooch,  Granger,  Gridir,  ITall,  Harding,  JMman,  JoUiv- 
son,  Kerrigan,  Knapp,  Law,  Mallory,  Menzies,  Morris,  Noble, 
Norton,  Ode.ll,  Pendkton,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Pich- 
ardson,  Robinson,  James  S.  Rollins,  Segar,  Shiel,  Smith, 
John  B.  Stede,  William  6.  Steele,  Stiles,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas, 
Francis  Thomas,  Train,  Vallandigham,  Voorhees,  WadstvortJi, 
Ward,  Cliilton  A.  White,  Wicldiffe,  Wright,  leaman— 57. 

1863,  April  20 — The  President  issued  a  proc- 
lamation announcing  the  compliance,  by  West 
Virginia,  of  the  conditions  of  admission. 

Colored  Men  as  Citizens. 

OPINION  OF  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  BATES. 

Attorney  General's  Office, 
November  29,  JS62. 
Eton.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

Sir:  Some  time  ago  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr-let- 
ler  submitting,  for  my  opinion,  the  question  whether  or  not 
colored  men  can  be  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  ur- 
gencJy  of  other  unavoidable  engagements,  and  the  great  im- 


•  It  includes  these  counties:  Hancock,  Brooke,  Ohio, 
Marshall,  Wetzel,  Marion,  Monongalia,  Preston,  Taylor,  Ty- 
ler, Pleasants,  Ritchie,  Doddridge,  Harrison,  Wood.  Jack- 
son, Wirt,  Roane,  Calhoun,  Gilmer,  Barbour,  Tucker,  Lewis, 
Braxton,  Upshur,  Randolph,  Mason,  Putnam,  Kanawha, 
Clay,  Nicholas,  Cabell,  Wayne,  Boone,  Logan,  Wyoming, 
Mercer,  McDowell,  Webster,  Pocahontas,  Fayette,  Raleigh, 
Greenbrier,  Monroe,  Pendleton,  Hardy,  Hampshire,  and 
Morgan. 


portance  of  the  question  itself,  have  cansed  mo  to  delay  the 
answer  until  now. 

Your  letter  states  that  "  the  schooner  Elizabeth  and  Mar- 
garet, of  New  Brunswick,  is  detained  by  the  revenue  cutter 
Tiger,  at  Simth  Amboy,  New  Jersey,  liecause  commanded 
by  a  'colored  man,'  and  so  by  a  person  not  a  citizen  of  tha 
United  States.  As  colored  masters  are  numerous  in  our 
coasting  trade,  I  submit,  for  your  opinion,  the  question  sug. 
ge«ted  by  Captain  Martin,  of  the  Tiger  :  Are  colored  men 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  competent  to 
Command  American  vessels?" 

Tlie  question  would  have  been  more  rlearly  stated  if,  in- 
stead of  saying  are  colored  men  citizens,  it  had  been  sai'l, 
can  colored  men  be  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  for  within 
our  borders  and  upon  our  ships,  both  of  war  and  commerce, 
there  may  be  colored  men,  and  white  men,  also,  who  are 
not  citizens  of  the  United  ."-tates.  In  treating  tlie  subject, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  your  question  as  if  it  imported 
only  this:  Is  a  man  legally  incapacitated  to  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  by  the  sole  fact  that  he  is  a  colored,  and 
not  a  white  mnn? 

Who  is  a  citizen?  What  constitutes  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  I  have  been  often  pained  by  the  fruitless  search 
in  our  law  books  and  the  records  of  our  courts,  for  a  clear 
and  satisfactory  definition  of  the  phrase  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted StaJes.  I  find  no  such  definition,  no  authoritative  es- 
tablishment of  the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  neither  by  a 
course  of  judicial  decisions  in  our  courts,  nor  by  the  con- 
tinued and  consentaneous  action  of  the  different  branches 
of  our  political  government.  For  aught  I  see  to  the  con- 
trary, the  subject  is  now  as  little  understood  in  its  details 
and  elements,  and  the  question  as  open  to  argument  and  to 
speculative  criticism,  as  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Eighty  years  of  practical  enjoynunt  of  citizen- 
ship, under  the  Constitution,  have  not  suthced  to  teach  ua 
either  the  exact  meaning  of  the  word,  or  the  constituent 
elements  of  the  thing  we  prize  so  highly. 

In  most  instances,  within  my  knowledge,  in  which  the 
matter  of  citizenship  has  been  discussed,  the  argument  has 
not  turned  upon  the  existence  and  the  intrinsic  quiilities  of 
citiz'?nship  itself,  but  upon  the  claim  of  some  right  or  priv- 
ilege as  belonging  to  and  inhering  in  the  character  of  citi- 
zen. In  this  way  ve  are  easily  led  into  errors  both  of  fatt 
and  principle.  We  see  individuals,  who  are  known  to  be 
citizens,  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of  certain  rights  and 
privileges,  and  in  the  actual  exercise  of  certain  powers,  so- 
cial and  political,  and  we,  inconsiderately,  and  without  any 
regard  to  legal  and  logical  consequences,  attribute  to  those 
inclividuals,  and  to  all  of  their  class,  the  enjoyment  of  those 
rights  and  privileges  and  the  exercise  of  those  powers  as 
incidents  to  their  citizenship,  and  belonging  to  them  only 
in  their  quality  of  citizens. 

In  such  cases  it  often  happens  that  the  rights  enjoyed 
and  the  powers  exercised  have  no  relation  whatever  to  the 
quality  of  citizen,  and  might  be  as  perfectly  enjoyed  and 
exercised  by  known  aliens.  For  instance.  General  Bernaid, 
a  distinguished  soldier  and  devoted  citizen  of  France,  for  a 
long  time  filled  the  office  of  gener.al  of  engineers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  all  the  time  avowing  his  French 
allegiance,  and,  in  fact,  closing  liis  relations  with  the  United 
States  by  resigning  his  commission  and  returning  to  the 
service  of  his  own  native  country.  This,  and  all  such  in- 
stances, (and  they  are  many,)  go  to  prove  that  in  this  coun- 
try the  legal  capacity  to  hold  office  is  not  confined  to  citi- 
zens, and  therefore  that  the  fact  of  holding  any  office  for 
which  citizenship  is  not  specially  prescribed  by  law  as  a 
qualification,  is  no  proof  that  the  incumbent  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen. 

Again,  with  regard  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  that  is,  the 
right  to  choose  officers  of  government,  there  is  a  very  com- 
mon error  to  the  effect  that  the  right  to  vote  for  public 
officers  is  one  of  the  constituent  elements  of  American 
citizenship,  the  leading  f^iculty  indeed  of  the  citizen,  the 
test  at  once  of  his  legal  right,  and  the  sufficient  proof  of 
his  membership  of  the  body  politic.  No  error  can  be  greater 
than  this,  and  few  more  injurious  to  the  right  understand- 
ing of  our  constitutions  and  the  actual  working  of  our  po- 
litical  governments.  It  is  not  only  not  true  in  law  or  in 
fact,  in  principle  or  in  practice,  but  the  reverse  is  con.'*pici>- 
ously  true ;  fur  I  make  bold  to  affirm  that,  viewing  the  ni^ 
tion  as  a  whole,  or  viewing  the  States  separately,  there  is 
no  district  in  the  nation  in  which  a  majority  of  the  known 
and  recognized  citizens  are  not  excluded  by  law  from  the 
right  of  suffrage.  Besides  those  who  are  excluded  specially 
on  account  of  some  personal  defect,  such  as  paupers,  idiots, 
lunatics,  and  men  convicted  of  infamous  crimes,  ami,  in 
some  States,  soldiers,  all  females  and  all  minor  males  are 
also  excluded.  And  these,  in  every  community,  make  the 
majority :  and  yet,  I  think,  no  one  will  venture  to  deny 
that  women  and  childien,  and  lunatics,  and  even  convict 
felons,  maybe  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Our  code  (uniike  the  codes  of  Franc,  and  perhaps  e^me 
other  nations)  makes  no  provision  for  loss  or  legal  depriva-- 
tion  of  citizenship.    Once  a  citizen  (whether  natus  or  dolus, 
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as  ?ir  Edward  Coke  expresses  It,)  always  a  citizen,  unless 
cbanged  by  the  volition  and  actof  the  individual.  Neither 
infani-y  nor  madness  nor  crime  can  take  away  from  the 
snbject  the  quality  of  citizen.  And  our  laws  do,  iu  express 
terms,  declare  women  and  children  to  be  citizens.  See,  for 
one  instance,  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  10,  1855, 10 
Stat.,  604. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  does  not  declare 
wbo  are  and  who  are  not  citizens,  nor  does  it  attempt  to 
describe  the  constituent  elements  of  citizensfjip.  It  leaves 
that  quality  where  it  found  it,  resting  upon  the  fact  of 
home-birth,  and  upon  the  laws  of  the  several  .-tales.  Even 
in  the  important  matter  of  electing  members  of  Congress, 
it  does  no  more  than  provide  that  '•  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen  every  sec- 
ond year  hy  the  people  of  the:  several  States;  and  the  electors 
in  the  sev'  ral  States  shall  have  the  qualifications  requi.aite 
for  the  electors  of  the  most  numerous  brancli  of  the  State 
legislature."  Here  the  word  citizen  is  not  mentioned,  and 
it  is  a  legal  fact,  known  of  course  to  all  lawyers  and  pub- 
licists, that  the  constitutions  ol  several  of  the  States,  in 
Bpecitying  the  qualifications  of  electors,  do  altogether  omit 
and  exclude  the  woj  d  citizen  and  citizeTisliip.  I  will  refer, 
in  prool,  to  Ifut  three  instances: 

1.  The  constitution  of  Massachusetts,  adopted  in  1779-'80, 
in  article  4  of  section  3,  chapter  1,  provides  as  follows: 
'•  Every  male  person  (being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
residant  o{  a.  particular  town  in  this  Commonwealth  for  the 
space  of  one  year  next  precediiJg)  having  a  freehold  estate 
within  the  same  town  of  the  annual  income  of  three 
pounds,  or  any  estate  of  the  value  of  sixty  pounds,  shall 
have  the  right  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  representative  or 
represonta'ives  for  said  town.'' 

2.  The  constitution  of  North  Carolina,  adopted  in  1776, 
after  a  bill  Of  rights,  and  after  reciting  that  "  whereas  alle- 
giance and  protection  are,  in  their  nature,  reciprocal,  and 
the  one  should  of  right  be  refused  when  the  other  is  with- 
drawn," decla,res,  in  section  eight,  "  that  nil  fncnuM  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  have  been  inhabitants  of  any 
one  county  within  the  State  twelve  mouths  immediately 
preceding  the  day  of  any  election,  and  shall  have  paid  pub- 
lic taxes,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  Uonse 
of  Commons  for  the  county  in  which  he  resides." 

3.  The  constitution  of  Illinois,  adopted  in  1818,  in  article 
two,  section  twenty-seven,  declares  that  "  in  all  elections  all 
white  male  inhabitants  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
having  resided  in  the  State  six  months  next  preceding  the 
election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector ;  but  no  person 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  except  in  the  county  or  district  in 
which  he  shall  actually  reside  at  the  time  of  the  election." 

These  three  constitutions  belong  to  States  widely  separ- 
ated in  geographical  position,  varying  greatly  from  each 
other  in  habits,  manners,  and  pursuits,  having  different 
climates,  soils,  productions,  and  domestic  institutions;  and 
yet  not  one  of  the  three  has  made  citizenship  a  necessary 
qnalification  for  a  voter;  all  three  of  them  exclude  all  fe- 
males, but  only  one  of  them  (Illinois)  has  excluded  the 
black  man  from  the  right  of  suffrage.  And  it  is  historically 
true  that  the  practice  has  conformed  to  the  theory  of  those 
constitutions,  respectively ;  for,  without  regard  to  citizen- 
eliip,  the  colored  man  has  not  voted  in  Illinois,  and  freemen 
of  all  colors  have  voted  in  North  Carolina  aud  Massachu- 
Betts. 

From  all  this  it  is  manifest  that  American  citizenship 
does  not  necftssarily  depend  upon  nor  coexist  with  the  legal 
expacity  to  hold  office  and  the  right  of  suffrage,  either  or 
both  of  them.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  I 
have  said,  does  not  define  citizenship;  neither  does  it  de- 
clare who  may  vote,  nor  who  may  hold  office,  except  in 
regard  to  a  few  of  the  highest  national  functionaries.  And 
the  several  States,  as  far  as  I  know,  in  exercising  that 
power,  act  independently  and  without  any  controlling  au- 
tliority  over  them,  and  hence  it  follows  that  there  is  no 
limit  to  their  power  in  that  particular  but  their  own  pru- 
dence and  discretion ;  and  thereloro  we  are  not  surprised 
to  find  that  these  faculties  of  voting  and  holding  office  are 
not  uniform  in  the  different  States,  but  are  made  to  depend 
upon  a  variety  of  facts,  purely  discretionary,  such  as  age, 
sex,  race,  color,  propertyj  residence  in  a  particular  place, 
and  length  of  residence  there. 

Oil  this  point,  then,  I  conclude  that  no  person  in  the 
United  States  did  ever  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  in 
virtue  of  the  naked,  unassisted  fact  of  citizenship.  In 
every  instance  the  right  depends  upon  some  additional  fact 
and  cumulative  QualiiScation,  which  may  as  perfectly  exist 
without  us  with  citiaouship. 

I  am  aware  that  some  of  our  most  learned  lawyers  and 
able  writers  have  allowed  themselves  to  speak  upon  this 
subject  in  loose  and  indeterminate  language.  They  speak 
of  "  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  guarantied  by 
tlie  Constitution  to  the  citizen "  witliout  telling  us  what 
tliey  are.  They  speak  of  a  man's  citizenship  as  defective 
and  imperfect,  because  ho  is  suiiposed  not  to  have  "  all  the 
civil  rights,"  (all  the  jura  civUai's,  as  expressed  by  one  of 


my  predecessors,)  without  telling  what  particular  rlghta 
they  are  nor  what  relation  they  have,  if  any,  with  citizen- 
ship. And  they  suggest,  without  affirming,  that  there  may 
be  different  grades  of  citizenship  of  higher  and  lower  degree 
in  point  of  legal  virtue  and  efficacy;  one  gi-ade  "in  the 
sense  of  the  Constitution,"  and  another  inferior  grade  made 
by  a  State  and  not  recognized  by  the  Constitution. 

In  my  opinion  the  Constitution  uses  the  word  citizen  only 
to  express  the  political  quality  of  the  individual  in  his  re- 
lations to  the  nation ;  to  declare  that  he  is  a  member  of  the 
body  politic,  and  bound  to  it  by  the  reciprocal  obligation  of 
allegiance  on  the  one  side  and  protection  on  the  other. 
And  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  other  kind  of  political 
citizenship,  higher  or  lower,  statal  or  national ;  or  of  any 
other  sense  in  which  the  word  has  been  used  in  the  Consti- 
tution, or  can  be  used  properly  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  The  phrase  "  a  citizen  of  the  United  Status,"  with- 
out addition  or  qualification,  means  neither  more  nor  k-sa 
than  a  member  of  the  nation.  And  all  such  are,  politically 
and  legally,  equal — the  child  in  the  cradle  and  its  father  in 
the  Senate  are  equally  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Andit 
needs  no  argument  to  prove  that  every  citizen  of  a  State  is, 
necessarily,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and  to  me  it  is 
equally  clear  that  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  a 
citizen  of  the  particular  State  in  which  he  is  domiciled. 

And  as  to  voting  and  holding  office,  as  that  privilege  is 
not  essential  to  citizenship,  so  the  deprivation  of  it  by  law 
is  not  a  deprivation  of  citizenship.  No  more  so  in  the  case 
of  a  negro  than  in  case  of  a  white  woman  or  child. 

In  common  speech  the  word  citizen,  with  more  or  less  of 
truth  and  pertinency,  has  a  variety  of  meanings:  Some- 
times it  is  used  in  contrast  with  soldier ;  sometimes  with 
farmer  or  countryman;  sometimes  with  alien  or  forr.ignnr. 
Spealiing  of  a  particular  man  we  ask,  is  he  a  citizen  or  a  sol- 
dier? meaning,  is  he  engaged  in  civil  or  military  pursuits? 
Is  he  a  citizen  or  a  countrpuan?  meaning',  does  he  live  in 
the  city  or  in  the  country?  Is  he  a  citizen  or  an  alien? 
meaning,  is  he  a  member  of  our  body-politic  or  of  some 
other  nation.  The  first  two  predicates  relate  only  to  the 
pursuits  and  to  the  place  of  abode  of  the  person.  The  last 
is  always  and  wholly  political,  and  concerns  only  the  polit- 
ical and  governmental  relations  of  the  individual.  And  it 
is  only  in  this  last  sense,  the  political,  that  the  word  is  ever 
used  in  the  Constitution  and  statutes  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  naturalrborn  citizens,  (Constitution,  article  2, 
sec.  5,)  not  made  by  law  or  otherwise,  but  born.  And  this 
class  is  the  large  majority ;  in  fact,  the  mass  of  our  citizens ; 
for  all  others  are  exceptions  speci.iUy  provided  for  by  law. 
As  they  became  citizens  in  the  natural  way,  by  birth,  so 
they  remain  citizens  during  their  natural  lives,  unless,  by 
their  own  voluntary  act,  they  expatriate  themselves  and 
become  citizens  or  subjects  of  another  nation.  For  we  hi^ye 
no  law  (as  the  French  have)  to  decitizenize  a  citizen,  who 
has  become  such  either  by  the  natural  process  of  birth,  or 
by  the  legal  process  of  adoption.  And  in  this  connection 
the  Constitution  says  not  oue  word,  and  furnishes  not  one 
hint,  in  relation  to  the  color  or  to  the  ancestral  race  of  the 
"  natural-liorn  citizen."  Whatever  may  have  been  said,  in 
the  opinion  of  judges  and  lawyers,  and  in  State  statutes, 
about  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  persons  of  color,  the  Consti- 
tution is  wholly  silent  upon  thatsubject.  The  Constitution 
itself  does  not  make  the  citizens,  (it  is,  in  fact,  made  by 
them.)  It  only  intends  and  recognizes  such  of  them  as  are 
natural— home-born— and  provides  for  the  naturalization  oi 
such  of  them  as  were  alien— foreign-born— making  the 
latter,  as  far  as  nature  will  allow,  like  the  former. 

And  I  am  not  aware  of  any  provision  in  our  laws  to  war- 
rant us  in  presuming  the  existence  in  this  country  of  a 
class  of  persons  intermediate  between  citizens  and  aliens. 
In  England  there  is  such  a  class,  clearly  defined  by  law, 
and  called  denizens.  "A  denizen  (says  Sir  William  Black- 
stone)  is  an  alien  born,  but  who  has  obtained,  ex  donatione 
rc<7W,  letters  patent  to  make  him  an  English  subject;  a 
high  and  incommunicable  branch  of  the  royal  prerogative. 
A  denizen  is  in  a  kind  of  middle  state  between  an  alien  ani. 
a  natural-born  subject,  and  partakes  of  both  of  them."  (1 
Sliarswood's  Bl.  Com.,  374.)  In  this  country  I  know  of  biU 
one  legal  authority  tending  to  show  the  existence  of  sucl- 
a  class  among  us.  One  of  my  learned  predecessors.  Me, 
Legare,  (4  Opin.,  147,)  supposes  that  there  may  be  such  a 
class,  and  that  free  colored  persons  may  be  ranked  in  it. 
Yet,  in  that  same  opinion,  he  declares  that  a  "  free  man  of 
color,  a  native  of  this  country,  may  be  admitted  to  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  pre-emptioner  under  the  10th  section  of  the  act 
of  the  4th  September,  1841."  And  that  act  declares  that  a 
pre-emptioner  must  be  either  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
or  a  person  who  had  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  cit- 
izen, as  required  by  the  naturalization  laws.  Of  course,  the 
"  colored  man"  must  have  been  a  citizen  or  ho  could  not 
have  entered  the  land  under  that  act  of  Congress.  If  not  a 
citizen  then,  by  virtue  of  his  native  birth,  he  never  could 
become  one  by  force  of  law.  For  our  laws  extend  the  priv- 
ileges of  naturalization  to  such  persons  only  as  are  ''aliens, 
being  free  white  persons,"  aud  he  was  neither;  not  alien. 


380 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


because  nataral-hom  in  the  conntry,  and  not  a  free  whitt 
por*on,  because,  though  free,  confessedly  "  a  man  of  color." 

It  occurs  to  me  that  the  discussion  of  this  great  subject 
of  nation.al  citizenship  has  been  much  embarnissed  and  ob- 
scured by  the  fact  that  it  is  beset  with  artificial  difficulties, 
exti'iiisic  to  its  nature,  and  having  little  or  no  relation  to 
its  great  political  and  national  characteristics.  And  these 
difficulties,  it  seems  to  me,  flow  mainly  from  two  sources : 
First,  the  existence  among  us  of  a  largo  class  of  people 
whose  physicAl  qualities  visibly  distingTiish  them  from  the 
m-,:ss  of  our  people,  and  m.irk  a  different  race,  and  who,  for 
till'  most  part,  are  held  iu  bondage.  This  visible  difference 
and  servile  connection  present  difHculties  hard  to  be  con- 
quered; for  they  unavoidably  lead  to  a  more  complicated 
system  of  government,  both  legislative  and  administrative, 
thun  would  be  reiiuired  if  all  our  people  were  of  one  race, 
anl  undistinguishable  by  outward  signs.  And  this,  with- 
o;;t  counting  the  effect  upon  the  opinions,  passions,  and 
prejudices  of  men.  Second,  the  common  habit  of  many  of 
our  best  and  most  learned  men  (the  wise  aptitude  of  which 
I  have  net  been  able  to  perceive)  of  testing  the  political 
str.tus  and  governmental  relation  of  our  people  by  st;indards 
drawn  from  the  laws  and  liistory  of  ancient  Greece  and 
Roiiie,  without,  as  I  think,  taking  sufficient  account  of  the 
org-.inic  differences  between  their  governments  and  ours. 

A  very  learned  writer  upon  the  Politics  of  Greece  (Ilee- 
ren .  Eanci uft's  translation,  p.  105)  informs  us  "that  the 
esst-ntial  character  of  the  new  political  form  assumed  by 
Givece  consisted  in  the  circumstance  that  the  free  States 
which  were  formed  were  nothing  but  cities  with  their  dis- 
tricts ;  and  their  constitutions  were,  consequently,  only 
forms  of  city  governments.  This  point  of  view  (the  lejirned 
author  warns  us)  must  never  be  lost  sight  of.-' 

And  the  wise  observation  of  the  author  applies  to  Italy  as 
we'll;  for  the  earliest  free  cities  of  Italy  were  but  Grecian 
Colonies,  which  (bringing  along  with  tliem  the  higher  civ- 
ilization of  their  parent  country,  and  its  better  notions  of 
civil  polity)  by  degrees  diffused  the  light  of  knowledge, 
and  consequently  the  love  of  lilierty  among  the  then  bar- 
barous people  of  the  Italian  peninsula.  The  Italians,  profit- 
ing by  the  good  example,  founded  cities  of  their  own  upon 
the  Grecian  models,  and  each  new  Italian  city  became  an 
independent  State.  How  long  tliis  condition  of  thing  con- 
tiiaied  I  know  not;  but  it  continued  until  Rome  outgrew 
all  the  neighboringcommunities.  and  subdued  them  all  (the 
Grecian  colonies  mcluded)  under  its  power.  SliMtheciti/ 
ruled,  and  irom  time  to  time  granted  to  such  as  it  would  (:iud 
withlicld  from  such  as  it  would)  the  title  of  Roman,  and 
the  rights  ■  f  Koman  citizens. 

In  t  lie  process  of  time,  when  the  dominant  power  of  Rome 
had  expanded  over  Greece  and  western  Asia,  the  same  civil 
prlity  was  still  continued.  As  it  had  been  in  Italy,  so  it 
was  in  Greece  and  Asia.  In  the  countries  and  kingdoms 
subdued  by  the  Koman  arms  and  tiansfrmed  intD  Koman 
provinces,  the  same  system  of  government  still  prevailed. 

I\ome,  by  her  pro-consuls  and  other  governors,  ruled  the 
conquered  nations  with  absolute  sway.  And  the  ruling 
power  at  Rome,  whether  republican  or  imperial,  granted, 
from  time  to  time,  to  communities  and  to  indivi.luals  in 
the  conquered  east  the  title  of  iionionand  the  rights  of  Ro 
man  citizens. 

A  striking  example  of  this  Roman  naturalization,  of  its 
controlling  authority  as  a  political  law,  and  of  its  boncfl 
cent  power  to  protect  a  persecuted  citizjn,  may  be  fonnd 
la  the  case  of  St.  Paul,  as  it  is  graphically  reported  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apo.stles.  I'aul,  being  at  Jerusalem,  was  in 
groat  peril  of  his  life  from  his  own  countrymen,  the  Jews, 
who  accused  him  of  crimes  against  their  own  law  and  faith, 
and  vveic  about  to  put  him  to  death  by  mob  violence,  when 
he  was  rescued  by  the  commander  of  the  Roman  troops 
and  taken  into  a  fort  for  security.  He  first  explained, both 
Ui  the  Roman  officer  and  to  his  own  countrymen,  who  wore 
clamoring  against  him,  his  local  status  and  municipal  rela- 
tii  ns,  that  he  was  a  Jew  of  Tarsus,  a  na'.uial-born  cilizen  of 
no  mean  city,  aud  Uiat  he  had  been  brought  up  in  Jrusa- 
lem  in  the  strictest  manner  according  to  the  law  and  faith 
of  the  fathers.  But  this  did  not  appease  the  angry  crowd, 
who  were  proceeding  with  great  violence  to  kill  him.  Aud 
then  "  the  chief  capt;iin  commanded  that  he  be  brought 
m to  the  castle,  and  bade  that  he  should  bo  examined  by 
scourging,"  vthat  is,  tortured  to  enforce  confession.)  "  And 
as  they  bound  him  with  thongs,  Paul  said  unto  the  centu- 
rion that  stood  by.  Is  it  lawful  for  you  to  scourge  a  man 
Ihut  is  a  Roman  and  uncondemnedt  When  the  centurion 
beard  ?/iaY  he  went  out  and  tola  the  chief  captain,  saying, 
Take  heed  what  thou  doest,  for  this  man  is  a  Roman.  Then 
the  chftf  captain  came  and  said,  Tell  me,  art  thou  a.  Ro- 
man f  He  said  yea,  and  the  chief  captain  said,  With  a 
^eat  sum  obtained  I  this  freedom.  And  Paul  said,  Bi:t  I 
was/ree  bom.  Then  straightway  they  departed  Irom  him 
which  should  have  examined  him.  And  the  chief  captain 
also  was  afraid,  after  he  knew  he  was  a  Roman,  and  be- 
cause he  had  tounrf  Aim." 

Thus  Paul,  under  circumstances  of  great  danger  and  ob- 


loquy, assorted  his  immunity,  as  "  a  Roman  uncondomned,'* 
from  iguominioiis  constraint  and  cruel  punishment,  a  coq« 
straint  anu  punishment  against  which,  as  a  more  provincial 
subject  of  Rome,  he  hid  no  legal  p.otection.  And  thus  the 
Roman  officers  instantly,  and  with  fear,  obeyed  the  law  of 
their  country  and  respected  the  sacred  franchise  of  the 
Roman  citizen. 

Paul,  as  we  ktlow  by  this  record,  was  a  natural-born 
citiz  'n  of  Tarsus,  and  as  such,  no  doubt,  had  the  municipal 
freedom  of  that  city  ;  but  that  would  not  have  protected 
him  against  the  thongs  and  the  lash.  How  he  becaiuo  a 
Roman  we  learn  from  other  historical  sources.  Cresar 
granted  to  the  people  of  Tarsus  (for  some  good  service 
done,  probably  for  taking  his  side  in  the  war  which  resulted 
in  the  establishment  of  the  empire)  the  title  of  iZonian, and 
the  freedom  of  Roman  citizens.  And,  considering  the  chro- 
nology of  events,  this  grant  must  have  been  older  than 
I'aul;  and  therefore  ho  truly  s;iid  I  was  free  born — a  free 
citizen  of  Rome,  and  as  such  exempt  by  law  from  degra- 
ding punisbmeut. 

And  this  immunity  did  not  fill  the  measure  of  his  rights 
as  a  citizen.  As  a  Roman,  it  was  his  right  to  be  tried  by 
the  supreme  authority,  at  the  capital  of  the  empire.  And 
when  ho  claimed  that  right,  and  appealed  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  provincial  governor  to  the  Emperor  at  Rome, 
his  appeal  was  instantly  allowed,  and  he  was  remitted  to 
"  Cccsar's  judgment." 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  case  of  Paul,  because  it 
is  a  leading  case  in  Roman  jurisprudence  in  the  matter  of 
the  "jus  I?om/iyium."  And  in  so  far  as  there  is  any  analogy 
between  Roman  and  American  citizenship,  it  is  strictly  ap- 
plicable to  us.  Its  authenticity  is  unquestionable,  and  by 
its  lucid  statement  of  facts  in  minute  detail  leaves  no  room 
to  doubt  the  Icgsil  merits  of  the  case.  It  establishes  the 
great  protective  rights  of  the  citizen,  but,  like  our  own 
national  constitution,  it  is  silent  about  his  pow.rs.  It  pro- 
tected Paul  f. gainst  oppression  and  outrage,  but  said  noth- 
ing about  bis  right  of  suffrage  or  his  cligiliility  to  office. 

As  far  as  I  know,  5Ir.  Secretary,  you  and  I  have  no  better 
title  to  the  citizenship  which  we  enjoy  than  the  "accidenti 
of  birth" — tho  fact  that  wo  happened  to  bo  born  in  the 
United  States.  And  our  Constitution,  in  speaking  of  natu- 
ral-born citi'ms,  uses  no  affirmative  language  to  make  them 
such,  but  oidy  recognizes  and  reaffirms  tho  luiiversal  prii>- 
ciple,  common  to  all  nations,  and  as  old  as  political  society, 
that  the  piM.ple  born  in  a  country  do  constitute  the  nation, 
and,  as  individuals,  are  natural  members  of  the  body  pol- 
itic. 

If  this  be  a  tme  principle,  and  I  do  not  doubt  it,  it  fol- 
lows that  every  person  born  in  the  country  is.  at  tho  mo- 
ment of  birth,  prima  facie  a  citizen ;  and  he  who  would 
deny  it  must  take  upon  himself  the  burden  of  proving 
some  great  disfranchisement  strong  enough  to  override  the 
•'nutural-fiorn"  right  as  recognized  by  the  Constitution  in 
terms  tho  most  simple  and  comprehensive,  and  without  any 
reference  to  race  or  color,  or  any  other  accidental  circum- 
stance. 

That  nativity  furnishes  the  rule,  both  of  duty  and  of 
right  as  between  the  individual  and  tho  government,  is  a 
historical  and  political  truth  so  old  and  so  univcrs;illy  ao 
ceptcd  that  it  is  needless  to  prove  it  by  authority.  Never- 
theless, for  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  may  have  doubts 
upon  the  subject,  I  note  a  few  books,  which,  I  think,  cannot 
fail  to  remove  all  such  doubts — Kent's  Com.,  vol.  2,  part  4, 
sec.  25 ;  El.  Com.,  book  1,  ch.  10,  p.  3C5;  7  Co.  Rep.,  Calvin's 
case ;  4  Term  Rep.,  p.  300,  Doe  vs.  Jones ;  3  Pet.  Rep.,  p.  246, 
Shaulvs  IS.  Diipont;  and  see  a  very  learned  treatise,  at- 
tributed to  ?lr.  liinney,  in  2  Am.  Law  Reporter,  193. 

In  every  civilized  country  the  individual  is  born  to  duties 
and  rights — the  duty  of  allegiance  aud  the  right  to  protoo- 
tion ;  and  these  are  correlative  obligations,  the  one  the  price 
of  the  other,  and  they  constitute  the  all-sufficient  bond  of 
union  between  the  individual  and  his  country;  and  the  coni>- 
try  he  is  born  in  is,  primafacie,  /n'5 country.  In  most  couiv- 
tries  the  old  law  was  broadly  laid  down  that  this  n;i  tural  con- 
nection between  the  individual  and  his  native  conntry  wiia 
perpetual;  at  least,  that  the  tie  was  indissoluble  by  the  act 
of  the  subject  alone. — (See  Bl.  Com.  supra;  3  Pet.  Repu 
supra.) 

But  that  law  of  the  perpetuity  of  allegiance  is  now 
changed,  both  in  Europe  and  America.  In  some  countries 
by  silent  acquiescence,  in  others  by  affirmative  legislation. 
In  England,  while  asserting  the  perpetuity  of  natural  alle- 
giance, the  King,  for  centuries  past,  has  exercised  the  power 
to  grant  letters  of  denization  to  foreigners,  making  them 
English  subjects,  and  the  Parliament  has  exercised  at  plea» 
ure  the  power  of  naturalization. 

In  France  the  whole  subject  is  regulated  by  written  Jaw, 
which  plainly  declares  who  are  citizens  (citot^rns  /Vcnfoi's) 
and  who  are  only  (/(«  /Venc7i,(-Franfai5,)  meaning  the  whole 
body  of  the  French  people.  (See  Les  Cotirs  Frunrais,  titre 
premier.)  And  the  same  law  distinctly  sets  forth  by  what 
means  citizenship  and  tho  quality  of  French  maj-  be  lost 
and  regained;  and  maiutaius  fully  the  right  of  expatriation 
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ta  the  subject  and  tlie  xxrverof  natnTalizatiOD  in  the  nation 

tu  which  h;;  goes. 

In  the  Ciiitfei  Stst«  it  is  too  late  now  t»  dc-ny  the  politi- 
cal righis  and  o  -lig^iti  jii=  conferred  and  iiapr/s^i  bv  natiTitr: 
fi>r  o  ir  laws  do  i;  .t  pret^ind  to  create  or  enact  tiiem,  but  do 
«rajie  and  re-.o;niize  them  as  things  knovrn  to  all  men, 
.use  pre-eiiistent  and  natural;  and  th'.-refjre  thiiig^  of 

jch  the  law  3  must  take  cognizance.  Acting  out  this 
^aiding  thought,  our  Constitution  does  no  more  than  grant 
to  Conzres;  ''.-nXh^T  than  to  any  other  department;  the 
power  'to  i^ViVi-h  Siurri/cn-mrvle  of  naturalization."  And 
oar  laws  ma/Ie  in  pxirsuance  thereof  indue  the  m/i/ft  citizen  i 
with  all  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  naiarA  citizen. 
And  so  Etrongly  was  Congress  impressed  with  the  great 
legal  fact  that  the  child  takes  its  pojtical  status  in  the  na- 
tion where  it  is  bom,  that  it  was  found  necissarr  to  paaa  a 
law  to  prevent  the  alitna/jt  of  children  of  our  known  fel- 
low-citizens who  happien  to  be  bom  in  foreign  countries. 
The  act  of  Febraary  1  J,  IWi  10  Statutes.  ffA.  provides  that 
'•  persons,"  (not  ic/tiie  persons)  '^ persons  heretofore  bom.  or 
hereafter  to  be  bom-out  of  the  limitsand  jurisdic-tionof  the 
Unitftd  States,  whose  fathers  were  or  shall  be.  at  the  time 
of  th  -ir  birth,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  deemed 
and  coandered,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  citizens  of 
the  Uuitel  States:  Pr'nrl'kd.hvuoecT,  That  the  rights  of 
atizenship  shall  not  descend  to  persons  whose  fethers 
never  resided  in  the  United  States. 

"  cxc.  2.  And  ht  if.  further  fmidtfA,  That  any  woman  who 
might  lawfully  be  mituralized  under  the  existing  laws, 
married,  or  who  shall  be  married  to  a  citizen  of  the  United 
St-ites,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  bs  a  citizen." 

But  for  that  act,  children  of  our  citizens  who  hapi>en  to 
be  bom  at  London,  Paris,  or  Bome,  while  their  parents  are 
there  on  a  private  vi^it  of  pleasure  or  fcns;nei=,  mi^t  be 
brought  to  the  native  home  of  their  parent-?,  only  to  find 
that  they  themselves  were  aliens  in  their  fxthers  co^intry, 
incapable  of  inheriting  their  fathers  land,  and  with  no 
right  to  demand  the  protection  of  their  fathers  Govern- 
ment. 

That  is  the  law  of  birth  at  the  common  law  of  England, 
clear  and  unqualified;  and  now,  both  in  England  and 
America,  modified  only  by  statutes,  made  from  time  to  time, 
tj  meet  emergencies  as  they  arise. 

I  have  said  that,  prima  fant,  every  person  in  this  coun- 
try is  bom  a  citizen;  and  that  he  who  denies  it  in  individ- 
nal  cases  assumes  the  burden  of  stating  the  exception  to 
the  general  rule,  and  proving  the  £act  which  works  the  dis- 
franchisement. There  are  but  a  few  exceptions  commonly 
made  and  urged  as  disqualifying  feicts.  I  lay  no  stress  upon 
the  small  and  admitted  cla-s  of  the  naturii-borrc  composed 
of  the  children  of  foreign  minivers  and  the  like:  and 

1.  Slar^ry,  and  whether  or  no  it  is  legally  p^sible  fjr  a 
slave  to  be  a  citizen.  On  that  point  I  make  no  question, 
becatis^  it  is  not  within  the  scope  of  your  inqtiiry,  and  does 
not  concern  the  i>erson  to  whom  yotir  inquiry  relates. 

2.  Ofcr. — It  is  strenuously  insisted  by  some  that  "  x>er- 
BOT13  of  color,"  though  bom  in  the  country,  are  not  capable 
of  being  citizens  of  the  United  States.  As  far  as  the  Coa- 
stitnti'jn  is  concerned,  this  is  a  naked  assumption ;  for  the 
Constitution  contains  not  one  word  upon  the  subject.  The 
exclusion,  if  it  exist,  must  then  rest  upon  so 3ie  fundamental 
feet  which,  in  the  reason  and  nature  of  things,  is  so  incon- 
sistent with  citizenship  that  the  two  cannot  coexist  in  the 
same  p?rson.  Is  mere  color  such  a  fact  ?  Let  thC'Se  who 
assert  it  prove  that  it  is  so.  It  has  never  been  so  nnder- 
6t>od  nor  put  into  practice  in  the  nation  from  which  we 
dirive  our  language,  laws,  and  institutions,  and  our  very 
morals  and  modes  of  thought ;  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  there 
is  not  a  single  nation  in  Christendom  whi.h  does  not  regard 
the  new-ibund  idea  with  incTedulity,  if  not  disgust.  'WTiat 
Ciin  there  be  in  the  mere  colr/r  of  a  mcin  fwe  are  speaking 
now  not  of  race,  but  of  coZor  only;  to  disqualify  him  for 
bearing  true  and  ftdthful  allegiance  to  his  native  country, 
and  for  demanding  the  protection  of  that  country?  And 
these  t^vo,  allegiance  and  protection,  constinite  the  sum  of 
the  duties  and  rights  of  a  "  natural-bom  citizen  of  the 
United  States." 

3.  Bojoe. — There  are  some  who,  ab'mdoning  the  nnte:iable 
obje^ion  of  color,  still  contend  that  no  person  descended 
from  negroes  of  thit  Afriiyin  race  can  b  •  a  citizen  of  the 
Unite  1  States.  Here  the  objecti  n  is  cot  oi^or  but  race  only. 
The  individual  objected  to  may  be  of  very  long  d  -scent  from 
African  negroes,  and  may  be  as  wh.te  as  leprosy,  or  as  the 
intermixture  for  many  generations  with  the  Caucasian  race 
can  m-ikc  him ;  still,  if  he  can  be  traced  back  to  nfjroex  of 
tht  African  race,  he  cannot,  they  say.  be  a  citizen  cf  the 
Uni'.ei  State?  ■  And  why  not  ?  The  C-jnstit  Jti vn  certiinly 
does  not  forbid  it,  but  is  silent  about  the  rcux  as  it  is  aboot 
color. 

Our  nationality  was  created  and  our  political  Govemment 
exists  by  written  law.  and  i-asmuch  as  that  Isw  does  not 
exclude  persons  of  that  descent,  and  as  its  terms  are  mani- 
festly broa<i  eaooih  to  include  them,  it  f  jllowe  inerital'ly 
thai  such  persoos,  bom  in  the  c-juntry,  most   be  ciuzeos, 


inile<«  the  feet  of  African  descent  b?  so  inenmpatible  witk 
the  fact  of  citizenship  that  the  two  cannot  exist  together. 
Ii  they  can  coexist,  in  nature  and  reason,  then  they  do  co- 
exist in  persons  of  the  indicate-l  class,  for  there  is  no  lawtt 
the  contrary.  I  am  not  able  to  perceive  any  antci^'onism , 
legal  or  natural,  between  the  two  f^ta. 

But  it  is  said  thnt  African  negroes  are  a  desraded  race, 
and  that  ali  who  are  tainted  with  ihtt  degradation  are  for- 
ever disqualified  for  the  fimctions  of  c:'"'^-  ---  I  ?aH 
h  ;rdly  comprehend  the  thought  of  the  a-  itj- 

bility  of  degradation  and  citizenship.    I"  •  .ey 

often  went  togeth«:r.    But  if  it  be  true  w;  '     ^Sj 

it  seems  to  me  more  cogently  trie  with  .ri- 

duals.    And  if  I  be  .right  in  this,  there  ar-  -nil 

examples  i I.  the  legislation  and  p.'-ar'    -  -  ia 

the  Uni'a  to  show  how  low  the  c'v  -         -  bj 

the  c-3mbined  wisd-omar-d  jastice    :  In 

i-  .zy 

'■  -7, 

t-=      ;;,-:.,     .:..=      ..: -^ ,     ........   ::;:h 

an  iaiiejii.ie  m^u-k  of  iufarny.  And  yet  a  iower  depth  :  in 
several  of  the  States  the  c-zmmon  paui-hment  of  the  crime 
of  Tograricy  was  taU  into  bondage  oj,  pufAic  oMfiitm  I  "  nd 
yet  I  hare  not  read  that  such  unforiUQate?  there'jy  l->rt 
their  natural-bom  cinz-nship.  nor  th  t  their  descendants 
art- doomel  to  perpetual  eiclu.sif(n  a- ^   ■'- — ^"   •'•  •• 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the-  -        '.it 

and  anc-estral  race,  arise  entirely  fr  ;  ..n 

of  the  nature  and  qualities  of  c:" the 

loose  and  unguarded  ijhraseology  t  a  tne  dis- 

cussion of  the  subject.    I  have  .  at  ^:ta« 

length,  my  own  views  of  the  wopi  — '•  z-ra- 

ship.    And  now  I  will  add  only  a  :  •  rt 

drawing  your  attention  to  certain .;  -  ;">- 

jectmc^tlyrelie-l  upon  by  those  wL  :.3. 

In  my  o;  inion  it  is  a  great  error.  -  al 

of  err  ^rs,  to  suppose  thut  dlizrnt '.  r^- 

puVlicnn  f  jrms  of  g'jvemment.     >.  a» 

truly  citizens  as  we  are,  and  we  are  .?} 

are.    Imperial  Frr-nce  i following  .  -hi 

text  of  her  laws  calls  her  peopled";         —  n 

rait,  bc<(k  1,  tit.  1,  ch  1,  and  notes.;    Ai. ,  .rj 

with  the  present  Emperor  of  the  French.  -  ■  re- 

ciproctl  riirfits  in  fivor  of  the  dtixm  of  :.-  .iea 

respec-tively.    (10  Stat.,  p.  &C>6,  art.  7.» 

It  is  an  error  to  suppose  that  citizen-hip  is  ever  heredi- 
tary. It  never  -  passs  by  descent."  It  is  as  original  ia 
the  child  as  it  was  in  the  parents.  It  is  always  either  bom 
with  him  or  given  to  him  directly  by  law. 

In  disctissing  this  subject  it  is  a  mislead;' r  enor  to  fafl 
to  mark  the  natural  and  characteristic  dl-  -  -^^n 

political  rjj/ti^  and  political poTceri.    Th:  j  to 

all  citiz;-ns  alike,  and  cohere  i:.  ti.r  •  .:  ,  :  ■  -js 

of  citizenship.    The  latter   :  ?  rf 

government  by  voting  and  e;.  ng 

to  all  citiz-ens  atil-i?.  r^.r  t  <  ■    -  of 

citizenship.    Ii  -  -ir^^i-ec-TB 

facts  and  supe;  iUd  qtial- 

ifications  are  c : 

In  referring  t.-  tl..-  i_: riti^  ioced  by 

those  who  deny  the  citizenship  of  .  I  do  not 

pretend  to  cite  them  alL  but  a  few  .-I  beUrve 

to  be  most  usually  relied  upon.  And  I  T^-i_  ■_ . :  ir  .-uble  yon 
with  a  detailed  examination  of  the  reasoning  empl oyeJ  in 
each  case,  for  I  have  already  stated  my  own  views  of  the 
principles  and  laws  involved  In  the  qui.-stion :  and  where 
they  confiict  with  the  arguments  upon  ^hich  the  contraij 
opinion  is  foundel  I  ^tilj  t-. dhere  to  my  own. 

rue  arst  of  I .  ;  o:  wjicii  I  -.vill  tr-i-ai  is  the 

opiijiun  of  my  llr.  Wirt,  upon  a  case  p.'ecsely 

lie  the  preset.-.  .  ;ii  that  tas.-  ihs  "tree  persoQ 

of  coior"'  was  a  \'.:~  ...-.  ,  a.;d  the  obj-  ctioas  1 1  ha  compe- 
tency were  louaded  mainiy,  if  not  eutireiy,  apoa  Virginia 
law. — f&jc  Opinions  of  Att-jmeys  Gen-m  ."  1.  1.  P-  505» 
date  Xovember  7,  lS-1.)     I  hjve  et;-.ir.:  « 

with  the  greater  care,  "oecaose  of  the  w.  .jn 

for  learning  and  his  known  and  varied  •_  -    .s  a 

In  that  case  the  precise  question  was,  "  whether  free 
persons  of  color  are,  in  Virginia,  cit;z;:.5  ":'  t^-r-  Un  tad 
States,  withm  the  itilenl  and  meaning  of  u.  -  .'  -  -'..rig 
f  jreign  and  owsiing  trade,  bo  as  to  be  q-^i  and 

vc-s5-;-l3."'    And  ftias  Mr.  Wirt  was  to  a  r;.  .  lo 

coasi ier  the  qicstion  ralheria  a staial  th- ? .  at 

of  v.ew  :  aaJ  he^ce  w%  ought  not  to  b-r  -d 

the  whol'2  arg-jmcnt  for  the  exclusion  bai  -.   .a- 

si.^tions  andsutal  laws. 

As  a  general  answer  to  all  sncb  arguments,  I  have  this  to 
say:  Ever.-  eit.zen  of  the  United  States  :s  a  c -ri—rent 
menjb:-r  cf  the  nation,  with  rights  and   _  -the 

CoT:st;t-;i;on aai  l.ws  of  the  United  Stat<^.  -  be 

desTjy;-;    r  abr: 'ged  by  the  laws  of  an j  -   i-.e. 

The  laws  of  'Jie  State,  if  they  conflict  with  U^.-  ..;i-.vs  .:  iba 
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nation, arc  of  no  force.  The  Constitution  is  plain  beyond 
cavil  upon  this  point.  Article  6:  "This  Coustitution,  and 
the  laws  "f  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pur- 
Buance  thereof,  and  all  treaties,  &c.,  shall  be  th.'  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  in  every  State  shiili  be  bound 
thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  ol'  any  State  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding."  And  from  this  I  assume 
that  every  person  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
whether  by  birth  or  naturalization,  holds  his  groat  franchise 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  above  the  control  of 
a'.iy  particular  State.  Citizenship  of  the  United  States  is 
an  integral  thing,  incapable  of  legal  existence  in  fractional 
parts  Whoever,  then,  has  that  franchise  is  a  whole  citi- 
s^n  and  a  citizen  of  the  whola  nation,  and  cannot  be  (as 
th3  argument  of  my  learned  predecessor  seems  to  suppose) 
such  citizen  in  one  State  and  not  in  another. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  statement  that  "the  description, 
citizen  of  the  United  Staies,\Ked  in  the  Constitution,  has  the 
Baine  meaning  that  it  has  in  the  several  acts  of  Congress 
passed  under  the  authority  of  the  Constitution."  And  I 
freely  declare  my  inability  to  conceive  of  any  second  or 
subordinate  meaning  of  the  phrase  as  used  in  all  those  in- 
struments. It  means  in  them  all  the  simple  expression  of 
the  political  status  of  the  person  in  conneetion  with  the 
nation — that  he  is  a  member  of  the  body  politic.  And  that 
is  all  it  means,  for  it  does  not  specify  his  rights  and  duties 
as  a  citizen,  nor  in  any  way  refer  to  such  "rights,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities''  as  he  may  happen  to  have,  by  State 
laws  or  otherwise,  over  and  beyond  what  legally  and  natu- 
rally belong  to  him  in  his  quality  of  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  State  laws  may  and  do,  nay  must,  vest  in  individ- 
uals great  privileges,  powers,  and  duties  which  do  not  be- 
long to  the  mass  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  in  doing  so 
they  consult  discretion  and  convenience  only.  One  citizen, 
who  happens  to  be  a  judge,  may,  under  proper  circumstances, 
sentence  another  to  be  hanged,  and  a  third,  who  happens  to 
be  a  governor,  may  grant  a  pardon  to  the  condemned  man, 
who,  as  a  citizen,  is  the  undoubted  peer  of  both  the  judge 
and  the  governor. 

As  to  the  objection  (not  in  law,  but  sentiment  only)  that 
if  a  negro  can  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  nn'ght, 
possibly,  become  President,  the  legal  inference  is  true.  There 
would  be  such  a  legal  possibility.  But  those  who  make  that 
objection  are  not  arguing  upon  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  but 
upon  what,  in  their  own  minds  and  feelings,  they  think  it 
ought  to  be.  Moreover,  they  seem  to  forget  that  all  limit- 
ations upon  eligibility  to  ofl&ce  are  less  restrictions  upon  the 
rights  of  aspirants  than  upon  the  powers  of  electors.  Even 
the  legislature  of  th6  State,  however  unanimous,  have  no 
power  to  send  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  theft'  wisest 
and  best  man  unless  he  be  thirty  years  old.  And  all  the 
people  of  the  nation,  speaking  with  one  united  voice,  cannot, 
constitutionally,  make  any  man  President  who  happens  to 
be  under  thirty-five.  This  is,  obviously,  a  restriction  upon 
the  appointing  power — that  is,  in  our  popular  goverimient, 
a  restriction  upon  the  people  themselves.  As  individuals, 
we  may  like  it  or  dislike  it,  and  flatter  ourselves  into  the 
belief  that  ice  could  make  a  wiser  and  better  frame  of  gov- 
ernment than  our  fathers  made.  Still  it  is  our  Constitution, 
binding  upon  us  and  upon  every  citizen  from  the  moment 
*f  l)irth  or  naturalization. 

The  Constitution,  I  suppose, says  what  it  means,  and  does 
not  mean  what  it  does  not  say.  Itsays  nothing  about "  the 
high  characteristic  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  the  Stiite"  (of 
Virginia  or  any  other.)  I  do  not  know  what  they  were,  but 
certainly  in  Virginia,  for  the  first  half  of  the  existence  of 
the  commonwealth,  the  right  of  suffrage  was  not  one  of 
them.  For  during  th.at  period  no  man  ever  voted  there  be- 
cause he  was  a  free  white  adult  male  citizen.  He  voted  on 
his  freehold,  in  land ;  and  no  candidate,  in  soliciting  his  elec- 
tion, appealed  to  the  people  or  the  citizens,  but  to  the/rc€- 
hddcrs  only,  for  they  .alone  could  vote. 

I  shall  not  trouble  you  Avith  any  argiiment  touching  the 
list  of  disabilities  declared  by  the  laws  of  Virginia  against 
free  negroes  tmd  mulattoes,as  stated  in  the  opinion,  because 
they  are  such  only  as  the  Legislature,  if  so  minded,  might 
have  denounced  as  well  against  a  portion  of  its  own  ac- 
knowledged citizens,  whose  weakness  might  necessitate  sub- 
mission. 

It  is  said  in  the  opinion  that  "  the  allegiance  which  the 
free  man  of  color  owes  to  the  State  of  Virginia  is  no  evi- 
dence of  citizenship,  for  he  owes  it  not  in  consequence  of  an 
oath  of  allegiance."  This  proposition  surprises  me ;  per- 
haps I  do  not  understand  it.  I  did  verily  believe  that  the 
oath  of  allegiance  was  not  the  cause  but  the  sequence  of 
citizenship,  given  only  iis  a  solemn  guarantee  for  the  per- 
formance of  duties  already  incurred.  But  if  it  be  true  that 
the  oath  of  allegiance  must  either  create  or  precede  citizen- 
ship, then  it  follows,  of  necessity,  that  there  can  bo  no  nut- 
ura^-tiom  citizpn,  as  the  Constitution  affirms,  because  the 
child  must  needs  bo  born  before  it  can  take  the  oath. 

The  opinion,  svipportcd  by  the  argumenta  upon  which  I 
have  commented,  is  in  these  words : 

"  Upon  the  whole,  I  am  of  tho  opinion  that  free  persons 


of  color  in  Virginia  are  not  citizens  of  the  TTnited  States, 
within  the  intent  and  me.aning  of  the  acts  regulating  for- 
eign and  coasting  trade,  so  as  to  bo  qualilied  to  command 
vessels." 

As  an  autjiority  this  opinion  is  rebutted  by  the  opinion  of 
Attorney  General  Legare,  above  cited. — (4  Op.  A.  G.,  147, 
date  March  15,  1S43.)  Under  an  act  of  Congress  which 
limited  the  pre-emption  of  public  land  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  aliens  who  had  declared  intmtjon  to  be- 
come citizens,  according  to  the  naturalization  laws,  Mr  Le- 
gare  was  of  opinion  that  a  free  colored  man  was  competent 
to  pre-empt  the  land. 

In  that  same  opinion  Mr.  Legare  makes  n  just  distinction 
between  political  and  civil  rights,  which,  I  believe,  is  com- 
mon to  most  nations.  Tho  French  code  expresses  it  very 
plainly,  thus  :  "L'exercice  des  droits  civils  est  ind  pendant 
de  la  qualite  de  citoyen,  laquelle  ne  s'acquiert  et  ne  se  coi^ 
serve  que  confnrmement  k  la  loi  constituiionelle." 

The  next  authority  I  shall  consider  is  a  decision  of  the 
Department  of  State  made  in  Mr.  Marcy's  time,  November 
4.  1851'),  and  evidenced  by  a  letter  of  that  date  from  Mr. 
Thomas,  As-iistant  SBcretary,  to  Mr.  Rice,  of  New  York.* 
That  ducision  is  entitled  to  great  consideration,  because 
upon  such  political  questions  the  Secretary  of  State  is  of 
high  authority.  The  case  was  an  application  for  passports 
to  travel  in  foreign  parts,  in  favor  of  certain  free  blac'.is  of 
PO'ne  of  the  northern  States,  and  the  timewasa  fewmontba 
after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August  IS,  1856,  (the  first  act 
directing  the  issuing  of  passports  to  individuals  and  re- 
stricting the  issue  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  though 
the  practice  is  much  older.) 

The  letter,  after  stating  the  case,  declares  emphatically 
that  "  if  this  be  so  (i.  e.,  if  they  be  negroes)  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  they  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States."  If 
this  stood  alone  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  opinion  of 
the  d  partment  at  that  time.  But  it  does  not  stand  alone. 
The  letter,  after  citing  several  authorities,  and  among  them 
one  from  Tenriessee,  to  which  I  will  have  occasion  to  ref.  r 
by  name,  concludes  with  this  qualifying  paragraph,  wliich 
leaves  some  doubt  as  to  what  was  the  real  prtictical  opinion 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Marcy  nt  that  time.  The  letter,  assuming 
that  a  passport  is  a  certificate  of  citizenship,  proceeds  to 
say : 

"  Such  being  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  fn  re- 
gard to  free  persons  of  color,  it  is  conceived  that  they  can- 
not be  regarded,  when  beyond  the  jurisdictinn  of  this  gmv- 
ernment,  as  entitled  to  the  full  rights  of  eitizens,  but  the 
Secret.ary  directs  mo  to  say  that  though  the  department 
could  not  certify  that  such  persons  are  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  yet,  if  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  facts,  it  would 

*  This  is  the  letter  alluded  to  : 

Dep.\rtment  of  State, 
Washin'oton,  November  4,  1856. 

Sir  :  Tour  letters  of  the  29th  ultimo  and  3d  instant,  re- 
questing passports  for  eleven  colored  persons,  have  been  re- 
ceived, and  1  am  directed  by  tho  Secretary  to  inform  you 
that  the  papers  transmitted  by  you  do  not  warrant  the  de- 
p.artment  in  complying  with  your  request.  The  question 
whether  free  negroes  are  citizens  is  not  now  presented  for 
the  first  time,  but  has  repeatedly  arisen  in  the  administra- 
tion of  both  the  national  and  State  governments.^  In  1821 
a  controversy  arose  as  to  whether  free  persons  of  color  were 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  within  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  acts  of  Congress  regulating  foreign  and  coasting  tnade, 
BO  as  to  be  qualified  to  command  vessels,  and  Wirt,  Attorney 
General,  decided  that  they  were  not,  and  he  moreover  held 
that  the  words  "  citizens  of  the  United  States"  were  used  in 
the  acts  of  Congress  in  tho  same  sense  as  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  view  is  also  fully  sustained  in  a  recent  opinion 
of  the  present  .\ttorney  General. 

The  judicial  decisions  of  tho  country  are  to  the  same 
eff'ect. 

In  Kent's  Commentaries,  voltime  2,  page  277,  it  is  stated 
that  in  1S33,  Cliief  .lustico  D.aggett  of  Connecticut,  held  that 
free  blacks  are  not  "citizens,"  nithin  the  meaning  of  tlje 
term,  as  used  in  the  Constitution  of  tho  United  States;  and 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Tennessee,  in  tho  case  of  the  State 
against  Cl.iirbone,  held  the  s.ame  doctrine. 

Such  being  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  in  regard 
to  free  persons  of  color,  it  is  conceived  that  they  cannot  be 
regarded,  when  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Government, 
as  entitled  to  the  full  rights  of  citizens;  but  the  Secret.ary 
directs  me  to  say  that,  though  the  department  could  not 
certify  th.at  8\ich  persons  are  citizens  of  the  Uniti'd  States, 
yet,  if  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  facts,  it  would  give  a 
certificate  that  they  wore  born  in  the  United  States,  are 
free,  and  that  the  Government  thereof  would  regard  it  to  1)6 
its  duty  to  protect  them  if  wronged  by  a  foreign  govern- 
ment while  within  its  jurisdiction  for  a  legal  and  proper 
purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  A".  THOMAS,  AssisUuU  Stcretary 
II.  H.  ElCB,  Esq.,  iVew  York  CUjf. 
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give  a  certificate  that  they  were  born  in  the  United  States, 
are  freo,  anri  that  the  government  thereof  wnuld  regard  i'  to 
be  its  duty  to  protect  them,  if  wronged  by  a  foreign  govern- 
ment, while  witliin  its  jurisiiicUun  for  a  legal  and  proper 
purpose." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  certificate  proposed  to  be  given 
would  be,  in  substance  and  fact,  a  good  pasf^port,  for  the 
act  of  Congress  prescribes  no  form  for  the  passport,  and  re- 
quires no  particular  fact  to  appear  upon  its  face.  And  I 
confidently  believe  that  there  ici  not  a  government  in  Europe 
which,  in  view  of  our  laws  of  citizenship,  would  question 
the  validity  of  a  passport  which  declares  upon  its  face  tliat 
the  heai'er  is  a  free  natural-bom  inhabitant  of  the  United 
States. 

I  turn  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  Tennessee  case, 
referred  to  and  relied  I'pon  in  the  letter  from  the  State  De- 
portment— th?  State  of  Tennessee  vs.  Ambrose,  (1  Meigs'  R., 
.£31.)  adjudged  in  18.38.  Ambrose,  being  a  free  negro  emanci- 
Ijated  in  Kentucky,  moved  to  and  settled  in  Tennessee.  He 
was  indicted  for  that  crime  against  the  Tennessee  statute, 
made  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  that  sort  of  people.  He 
denmrred  to  the  indictment  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  a 
citizen  of  Kentucky,  and  as  such  had  a  right  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  (art.  4,  sec.  2,)  to  go  to  and 
abide  in  Tennessee  in  spite  of  the  State  statute.  The  court 
in  which  the  indictment  was  found  sustained  the  demurrer. 
The  jjublic  prosecutor  took  the  case  up  to  the  supreme 
court,  where  the  judgment  below  Wiis  reversed,  and  it  was 
held  by  the  court  that  Ambrose,  under  the  circumstances, 
could  not  be  a  citizen  of  Kentucky,  and  therefore  could  not 
claim  the  protection  of  the  national  constitution  as  against 
the  Tennessee  statute. 

I  must  trouble  yon  with  a  few  remarks  upon  certain  pas- 
sages in  the  oijinion  of  the  court,  which  constitute  the 
foundation  of  the  judgment,  and  without  which  the  judg- 
ment itself,  having  no  legal  basis  to  rest  upon,  ought  not  to 
Lave  any  authority  as  a  precedent. 

The  court,  after  stating  the  case  and  citing  from  the  Con- 
etitution,  (art.  4,  sec.  2.)  "the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States,"  proceeds:  "the  citizens  here  sijoken  of 
(says  the  supreme  court  of  Tennessee)  are  those  who  are 
entitled  to  '  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens.' 
But  free  negroes,  by  whatever  appellation  we  call  them, 
were  never  in  any  of  the  States  entitled  to  all  the  ijririleges 
and  immunities  of  citizens,  and  consequently  were  not  in- 
ttnded  to  be  included  when  tliis  word  was  used  in  the  Con- 
stitutien. 

"  In  this  country,"  (continues  the  court,)  "  under  the  free 
government  created  by  the  Constitution,  whose  language 
we  are  expounding,  the  humblest  white  citizen  is  entitled  to 
all  'the  privileges  and  immunities'  which  the  most  exalted 
one  enjoys.  Hence,  in  speakingof  the  rights  which  a  citizen 
of  one  State  shall  enjoy  in  every  other  State,  as  applicable 
to  white  mm.  it  is  very  properly  said  that  he  should  be  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges  and  inmiunities  of  citizens  in  each 
other  State.  The  meaning  of  the  language  is  that  no  privi- 
lege enjoyed  by,  or  immunity  allowed  to,  the  most  favored 
class  of  citizens  in  said  State  shall  bo  withheld  from  a  citi- 
zen of  any  other  State.  How  can  it  be  said  that  he  enjoys 
all  the  pninlrges,  when  he  is  scarcely  allowed  a.  single  riglil 
in  ci'mmon  with  the  mass  of  the  citizens  of  the  State? 

"  It  cannot  be ;  and  therefore  either  the  free  negro  is  not 
a  citizen,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  or,  if  a  citizen,  lit 
Is  entitled  to  '  all  the  privileges  and  immunities '  of  the  mose 
favirred  class  nf  citizens.  But  this  latter  consequence  will 
be  contended  by  no  one.  It  must  then  follow  that  they  are 
not  citizens." 

These  are  the  foundations  of  the  judgment  in  the  case  of 
Ambrose,  and  not  only  in  that  but  in  almost  every  similar 
case  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  examine.  A  good  deal 
of  what  I  have  already  said  is  strictly  applicable  here,  and 
in  trying  to  show  the  fallacy  of  the  reasoning  of  the  court 
In  Tennessee,  I  must  take  the  risk  of  some  needless  repetition. 

The  leading  thought,  that  indeed  which  seems  to  have 
compelled  the  judgment  against  Ambrose,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
h  naked  assumption,  not  supported  by  any  word  of  written 
law,  nor  maintainable  by  logical  arg\mient.  It  is  assumed 
tliat  a  person  to  be  a  citizen  at  all  must  liave  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities  which  the  favored  one  enjoys ; 
ell  of  the  most/a^•'>J•e(/  class  of  citizens.  Jfow,  if  there  be 
grades  and  classes  of  citizens,  (which  I  am  not  exactly  wil- 
ling to  admit,)  it  would  seem  that  there  must  be  something 
to  distinguish  the  grades;  some  dift'erence  in  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities  of  the  different  classes.  And  yet 
the  court,  while  asserting  the  existence  of  different  cliisses 
of  citizens,  asserts  also  their  equality,  by  declaring  tlijit 
**  the  humlilest  white  citizen  is  entitled  to  all  the  '  privileges 
and  immunities'  which  the  most  exalted  one  enjoys."  Then 
w  hat  marks  the  difference  of  classes  ?  By  what  line  can  we 
Beljarate  humility  from  exaltation,  a.s  applied  to  a  citizen? 

In  fact,  it  seems  to  mg  that  the  diffieulties  which  sur- 
round the  subject  are  artificial,  created  by  the  habitual 
confounding  of  tLiugs  dififereut  iu  their  luiture  uuu  origin. 


and  by  the  persistent  abuse  of  largnage.  No  distinction 
is  drawn  between  the  rights  and  duties  as  a  member  of 
society,  without  regard  to  his  citizenship.  The  first  are 
political  merely — the  last  civil  and  social  only.  And  the 
Vfords  rights,  privileges,  immunities  sxe  abusively  used,  as 
if  ihey  were  synonymous.  The  word  rights  is  generic, 
common,  embracing  whatever  may  he  lawfully  claimed. 
Prirthges  are  special  rights  belonging  to  the  individual 
or  chioS.  and  not  to  the  mass.  Immunities  are  rights  of  ex- 
emption only — freedom  from  what  otherwise  would  he  a 
duty,  obligation,  or  burden.  For  instance,  the  constitution 
of  Tennessee  (art.  4,  sec.  1)  declares  that  "all  free  men  of 
coloi'  shall  be  exempt  from  military  duty,  in  time  of  jieace, 
and  also  from  paying  a  free  j)oll-tax."     This  is  immunity. 

But  whether  there  he  or  be  not  grades  and  cUisses  of 
citizens,  higher  or  lower,  more  or  less  favored,  is  wholly 
immaterial  to  this  question.  For  the  Constitution  speaka 
of  c//i--ens  only,  without  any  reference  to  their  rank,  grade, 
or  class,  or  to  the  number  or  magnitude  of  their  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities — citizens  simply,  without  an  ad- 
jective to  qualify,  enlarge,  or  diminish  their  rights  and 
capacities.  Therefore,  if"  there  be  grades  and  classes  ol 
citizens,  still  the  lowest  individual  of  the  lowest  possible 
class  is  a  citizen,  and  as  such  fills  the  requirement  of  the 
Constitution. 

If  we  must  have  grades  and  classes  of  citizens,  higher 
and  lower,  more  and  less  favored,  it  seems  to  me  im- 
possible to  sustain  the  proposition  of  the  court  that  the 
humblest  and  most  exalted  are  entitled  to  equal  privileges 
and  immunities  A  free,  white,  natural-born  female  infant 
is  certainly  a  citizen,  and  I  suppose  it  would  be  but  reason- 
able to  place  her  in  the  lowest  class.  And  I  assume  that 
it  would  not  be  deemed  unreasonable  to  call  that  class  the 
highest,  out  of  wliich  the  President  must  be  chosen.  If 
eligibility  to  the  presidency  bo  a  privilege  in  the  lawful 
candidate — a  peculiar  right  belonging  to  him,  and  not  to 
the  mass  of  citizens,  then  there  is  some  difference;  sieia 
not  entitled  to  all  his  privileges. 

Those  who  most  indulge  in  the  asstmiption  that  to  con- 
stittite  a  citizen  at  all  the  person  must  have  all  the  prl\i- 
leges  and  immunities  which  any  citizen  can  enjoy,  rarely 
venture  to  spet  ify  precisely  what  they  mean.  Generally,  I 
think,  the  inference  is  plain  that  they  mean  suffrage 
and  eligibility;  and,  in  that  connection,  I  think  I  have  al- 
ready shown  that  suffrage  and  eligibility  have  no  necessary 
connection  with  citizenship,  and  that  the  one  may,  and 
often  does,  exist  without  the  other. 

Again,  '■  immunities  "  are  enjoyed  to  a  very  large  extent 
by  free  negroes  in  all  the  slaveliolding  States.  They  are 
generally  exempted  by  law  from  the  onerous  duties  of  ju- 
rors in  the  courts,  and  militia  men  in  the  field ;  and  these 
are  immunities  eagerly  desired  by  many  white  men  in  all 
the  States. 

In  another  part  of  that  opinion,  the  court  declares  that 
the  word  "  freemen,"  as  used  in  the  constitution  of  Tennes- 
see, is  equivalent  to  citizen  ;  and  yet  the  court  denies  that 
the  phrase  "  freemen  of  color,"  used  in  the  same  constitu- 
tion, is  a  proper  designation  of  citizens!  I  close  my  re- 
marks upon  that  case  with  an  extract  from  the  constitution 
of  Tennessee,  (which  was  originally  made  in  179.5,  and 
amended  in  183.5.)  reminding  you  only  that,  until  1790, 
Tennessee  was  a  part  of  North  Carolina,  and  subject  to  itg 
constitution  and  laws,  and  hence  the  peculiar  phraseology 
of  the  extract: 

"  Article  4,  section  1.  Every  free  white  man,  of  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
a  citizen  of  the  cminty  wherein  he  may  offer  his  vote  six 
months  next  preceding  the  day  of  election,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  vote  for  members  of  the  general  assembly  and  other 
civil  officers  for  the  cotmty  or  district  in  which  he  resides: 
Provided,  That  no  person  shall  be  dis(iualified  for  voting,  ir. 
any  election,  on  account  nf  color,  who  is  now,  by  the  laws 
of  this  State,  a  competent  witness  in  a  court  of  justice 
against  a  white  man.  All  freemen  of  color  shall  be  exempt 
from  military  duty  in  time  of  peace,  and  also  from  paying 
u  free  poll-tax." 

Finally,  the  celebrated  case  of  Scott  vs.  Sandford,  19  How- 
ard's lleports,  39.J,  is  sometimes  cited  as  a  direct  authority 
against  the  capacity  of  free  persons  of  color  to  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  That  is  an  entire  mistake.  The  case, 
as  it  stands  of  record,  does  not  determine,  nor  purport  to 
determine,  that  question.  It  was  an  ordinary  suit  for  free- 
dom, very  common  in  our  jurispmilence,  and  especially 
provided  for  in  the  legislation  of  most  of  the  slaveholdiiig 
States,  as  it  is  in  Missouri,  For  convenience  the  form  of 
the  action  usually  is  (and  is  in  this  case)  tri'spass,  alleging 
an  a.ssault  and  liattery  and  false  imprisonment,  so  as  to  en- 
able tlie  defenilant,  (the  nuuster,)  if  lie  choose,  to  make  a 
direct  issue  upon  the  freedom  or  slavery  of  the  plaintiff, 
which  is  the  real  point  and  object  of  the  action,  by  plead- 
ing, in  justification  of  tlie  alleged  trespass,  that  the  pla' Ik- 
tiff  is  a  slave — his  own  or  another  man's. 

Such  an  action  Dred  Scott,  if  entitled  to  freedom,  might 
luive  Lirought  iu  the  &UiUi  court,  witliout  any  allegatkin  of 
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citizenship,  and  withnnt  lieing,  in  fact,  a  citizen.  But  it 
seems  he  dcaired  to  brins  h:s  action  in  tlie  circuit  court  of 
tho  Unitert  States  in  Jlissouri;  and,  to  enable  him  to  do 
that,  hfi  had  to  allege  citizensliip.  because  Mr.  Sandtbrd.the 
defendant,  w;is  a  citizen  of  New  York,  and  unless  the  plain- 
tiff were  a  citizen  of  Mi  isouri  (or  some  other  State)  tho  na- 
tional court  had  no  jurisdictiim  of  tho  case. 

Tho  plaintiff  having  made  his  election  to  sue  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  court,  tho  defendant  might,  if  he  would,  have 
•pleaded  m  bar  to  the  merits  of  the  action,  but  he  exercised 
his  election  to  plead  in  abatement  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court;  thus,  that  the  action,  if  any,  "accrued  to  tlie  said 
Dred  Scott  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  and  exclu- 
sively within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  tho  State  of 
Missouri,  for  that,  to  wit,  the  said  plaintiff,  Dred  Scott,  is 
not  a  citizen  of  tho  State  of  Missouri,  as  alleged  in  his  dec- 
laration, [not  because  lie  was  not  born  there,  and  born  free, 
but]  heeauxe  he  is  a.  negro  of  African  descent;  his  .ancestors 
were  of  pure  African  blood,  and  v/ere  brought  into  this 
country  and  sold  as  negro  slaves,  and  this  the  said  Sandford 
is  ready  to  verify.  Wherefore  he  prays  judgment  whether 
this  court  can  or  will  take  further  cognizance  of  the  action 
aforesaid."  To  this  plea  the  plaintilf  demuri'ed,  and  the 
circuit  court  sustained  the  demurrer,  thereby  declaring 
that  the  facts  stated  in  the  plea,  and  confessed  by  the  de- 
murrer, did  not  disqualify  Scott  for  being  a  citizen  of  Mis- 
souri, and  so  that  the  Unite '.  T'^'tes  circuit  court  had  juris- 
diction of  the  cause. 

The  circuit  court  having  taken  jurisdiction,  the  defendant 
h.ad,of  course,  to  7)/ea4  aver  to  the  merits  of  the  action,  lie 
did  so,  and  issues  were  joined,  and  there  was  an  elaborate 
trial  of  tho  facts,  whicii  resulted  in  a  verdict  and  judgment 
in  favor  of  the  defendant.  And  thereupon  tho  plaintiff 
brought  tho  case  up  to  tho  Supreme  Court  by  writ  of  error. 

The  power  of  the  Supreme  Court  over  the  proceedings 
and  judgmcn*s  of  tho  circuit  court  is  appellate  only,  and 
this  for  tho  sole  purpose  of  en.abling  the  court  above  to 
atHrm  what  has  been  rightly  done,  and  reverse  what  has 
been  wronj^ly  done  in  thecourt  below.  If  the  errorof  the  court 
below  consist  in  tbe  illegal  assumption  of  power  to  hear 
and  determine  the  merits  of  a  case  not  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion, of  course  the  court  above  will  correct  that  error,  by 
setting  aside  whatever  may  have  been  done  by  that  usurped 
authority.  And  in  doing  this  the  court  above  has  no  more 
pow'er  than  tho  comt  below  h  id  to  hear  and  determine  tho 
merits  of  the  case.  Ami  to  assume  thojiower  to  determine 
a  ctse  not  within  the  jurisdiction  is  as  great  an  e'  ror  in  the 
court  above  as  in  the  court  below ;  f  >r  it  is  equally  true,  in 
all  courts,  that  the  jurisdiction  must  first  be  ascertained 
before  proceeding  to  judgmeut. 

In  this  particul  ;r  case  tho  Supreme  Court  did  first  exam- 
ine and  consider  the  plea  in  abatement,  and  did  adjudge 
that  it  was  a  good  plea,  sufficient  to  oust  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  circuit  court.  And  hence  it  fjllows.as  a  necessary  legal 
consequence,  that  whatever  was  done  in  the  circuit  court 
after  the  plea  in  abatement,  and  touching  the  merits  of  the 
case,  was  simply  void,  becauso  done  coram,  nonjudice 

Pleas  in  abatement  were  never  favorites  with  the  courts 
In  England  or  America.  Lord  Coke  tels  us  thattbey  must 
be  "  certain  to  a  certain  inte  it,  i.i  (very  particular,"  and  in 
practice  they  are  always  dealt  with  very  strictly.  When, 
therefore,  tho  .Supreme  Court  affirmed  the  ple.i  in  abate- 
ment in  this  case,  I  assume  that  it  is  affirmed,  in  maimer 
a  id  form,  as  written,  and  not  otherwise.  And  this  not 
merely  bocatiso  pleas  in  abatement  are  always  considered 
Stricti  Ugis,  but  also,  and  chiefly,  because  tho  decisiun  tends 
to  abridge  the  valuable  rights  of  per.sons  natuial-born  in 
tho  country,  which  rights  ought  not  to  bo  impaired,  except 
npon  the  clearest  evidence  of  fact  and  law. 

Taking  the  plea,then,  strictly  as  it  is  written,  tbe  persons 
who  are  e.xrludeil  by  this  jiulgmont  from  being  cilzoiis  of 
Missouri  must  be  negroes,  not  mulatoos,  nor  mestizos,  nor 
quadroons.  Tbey  must  be  of  African  dcsi;ont,  not  Asiatic, 
even  though  they  comoof  tho  blackest  Malays  in  south- 
eastern Asia.  They  must  have  had  ancestors,  (yet  that  may 
be  doubtlul,  if  born  in  slivcry,  of  jjutativo  parents,  who 
were  slaves,  and  being  slaves,  incapable  of  contracting 
matrimony,  and' therefore  every  child  must  ne-  ds  bo  a  bas- 
tird,  and  so,  by  the  common  law,  nuUius  JiHus,  and  inca- 
pab.e  of  ancestors.)  His  ancestors,  if  he  had  any,  must 
have  been  of  pure  African  blood, not  mixed  with  the  tawny 
Moor  of  Morocco  or  the  dusky  Arab  of  the  desert,  both  of 
whom  had  their  origin  in  Asia.  They  must  have  been 
brovght  to  {his  country,  not  come  voluntarily  ;  and  sold,not 
kept  by  the  importer  for  his  owu  use,  nor  given  to  his 
friends. 

In  this  argument  I  raise  no  question  upon  the  legal  valid- 
ity of  the  Jiulgmont  in  Scott  rs.  S mdford.  I  only  insist  that 
thejndgment  in  that  case  is  limited  in  law,  as  it  is,  in  fact, 
limited  on  the  face  of  tho  record,  to  tho  plea  in  abatement ; 
and,  cous'^qiiently,  that  whatever  was  said  in  the  long 
course  of  tho  case, as  reported,  (240  pages.)  respecting  the 
legal  merits  of  th'^  case,  and  res|i  cting  any  supposed  legal 
disaJhlily  resulting  from  the  mere  faoi'of  color,  though  en- 


titled to  all  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  learned  and  up- 
right sources  from  which  the  opinions  come ,  was  "  dehors 
the  record,"  and  of  no  authority  as  a  judicial  decision. 

To  show  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  was  said  upon 
other  subjects,  the  action  of  the  court  was  strictly  confined 
to  tho  idea  in  abatement,  I  copy  th"  jiulgraent  : 

"Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  it  is  the  judgment  of  this 
court  that  it  appears  by  the  record  before  us  that  the  plain- 
tilf in  error  is  not  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  in  f!te  sen:ein  which 
that  word  is  used  in  the  Constitution,  and  that  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  for  that  reason,  fiad  no  juriidio- 
Hon  in  the  case,  and  could  give  no  judgment  in  it.  Its  judg- 
ment for  tho  defendant  must,  consi'quently,  be  reversed,  and 
a  mandate  issued,  directing  the  suit  to  be  dismissed  for  want 
of  jurisdictimi." 

And  now,  upon  the  whole  matter,  I  give  it  as  my  opinion 
that  thfifree  man  of  color,  mentioned  in  your  letter,  if  born 
in  tho  United  States,  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and, 
if  otherwise  qualified,  is  competent,  according  to  the  acts 
of  Congress,  to  be  master  of  a  vessel  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient 
servant, 

EDWARD  BATES, 
Attorney  General. 


Pay  of  Colored  Soldiers. 

Attorney  General  Bates  has  decided  that  per- 
sons O''  color  who  were  free  on  the  19th  of 
April,  18G1,  and  who  were  enlisted  and  mus- 
tered into  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  between  December,  1862,  and  16th  of 
June.  1864,  are  entitled  by  law  to  receive  the 
same  amounts  of  pay,  bounty  and  clothing,  as 
are,  by  the  law  existing  at  the  times  of  their 
enlistment,  allowed  to  other  soldiers  in  the  vol- 
unteer forces  of  the  United  States  of  like  arms 
of  the  service. 

THE  On.VION  LV  FTOL. 

Attornet  General'.s  Office, 
July  14,  1864. 
To  THB  Prestoent  : 

Sir  :  By  your  communication  of  the  24th  ultimo,  you  re- 
quire my  opiHion  iu  writing,  as  to  what  amounts  of  pay, 
bounty  and  clothing  are  allowed  by  law  to  persons  of  color 
who  were  free  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1861,  and  who  have 
been  eulisted  and  mustered  into  tho  military  service  of  the 
United  ttates  between  the  month  of  December,  1802,  and 
the  ICth  of  June,  1864. 

I  suppose  that  whatever  doubt  or  difficulty  may  exist 
with  regard  to  the  amount  of  pay  and  aMowancjs  to  which 
the  soldiers  to  whom  you  refer  are  entitled,  has  mainly  its 
origin  iu  the  several  provisionsof  thoact  ofjuly  17th, 1862, 
chap.  201,(12Stat.  599,)  relative  to  the  cmploymentand  en- 
rollmentof  persons  of  African  descent  in  the  serviceof  the 
United  States.  Tho  12th  se  ,tion  of  that  statute  provides, 
"  That  the  President  be  and  he  is  hercbj' authorize  J  to  receive 
into  tho  service  of  iho  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing intrcuchments  or  performing  camp  service, or  any 
other  labor,  or  any  military  or  naval  service  for  which 
they  may  be  found  competent,  persons  of  African  descent, 
and  such  persons  shall  bo  enrolled  and  organized  under 
such  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  tho  Constitution  and 
laws,  as  the  President  may  prescribe."  The  loth  section 
of  the  same  statute  enacts,  that  "persons  ot  African  de- 
scent who  under  this  law  shall  be  employed  shall  receive  ten 
dollars  per  month  and  one  ration,  three  dollars  of  which 
monthly  pay  may  bo  iu  clothnig  " 

The  first  and  main  question,  therefore,  is,  wh  Iher  th 
persons  of  color  referred  to  in  your  letter,  who  wer 
mustered  into  tho  military  service  of  the  United  States  du- 
ring the  period  o[  time  which  you  indicate,  are  -'persons  Of 
African  descent,"  employed  nxDER  tho  statute  of  July  17th, 
1862,  chap.  201.  If  t-ey  are  not  thus  employed,  their  com- 
pensation should  not  be  governed  and  is  not  regulated  by 
tho  words  of  the  15th  section  of  the  statute,  which  I  have 
just  quoted. 

Now  I  think  that  it  is  clear — too  clear  indeed  to  admit  of 
doubt  or  discussion — that  those  persons  of  color  who  have 
voluntarily  enlisted  and  have  been  mustered  into  our  mili- 
tary service — who  have  been  organized  with  appropriate 
officers  into  companies,  regiments,  and  brigades  of  .siddiers — 
and  who  have  done  and  are  doing  iu  tho  field  and  in  gaiv 
risen  the  duty  and  service  of  soldiers  of  the  United  States — 
are  not  persons  of  African  descent  employed  under  the 
Btiitute  to  which  I  have  referred. 

I  do  not  find,  indeed,  in  the  act  any  authority  to  enlist 
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persons  of  African  descent  into  the  service,  as  soldiers.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  said  twelfth  section  enumerates 
two  kinds  of  employment  for  which  those  persons  are 
authorized  to  be  enrolled,  namely,  •conUructhig  intrenclv- 
ments  and  perfoi-niing  camp  service.  The  section  then  con- 
tains a  more  general  authority — authority  to  receive  such 
persons  into  the  service  for  the  purpose  of  performing  "  any 
otJier  labor  or  any  military  or  naval  service  for  which  thej- 
may  be  found  competent."  I  am  bound,  however,  by  every 
rule  of  law,  respecting  the  construction  of  statutes,  to  con- 
etrue  these  words  of  more  general  authority  with  reference 
to  the  character,  nature  and  quality  of  the  particular  kinds 
of  labor  and  service  which  are,  in  the  first  instance,  specific- 
ally enumerated  in  tlie  statute,  as  those  for  the  performance 
of  which  persons  of  African  descent  are  authorized  to  be 
recoived  into  the  service,  and,  therefore,  I  must  suppose 
that  Congress,  when  it  conferred  authority  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  persons 
of  African  descent  for  the  purpose  of  performing  any  other 
Uibor  or  any  military  service  for  which  they  may  be  found 
competent,  meant  and  intended  that  that  other  labor  and 
military  service  should  be  of  the  same  general  character, 
nature  and  quality  as  that  which  it  had  previously  in  the 
statute,  specially  named  and  designated.  "Always  in 
Btatutes,"  says  Coke,  "  relation  shall  be  made  according  to 
the  matter  precedent."  Dwarris  says :  "  sometimes  words 
and  sections  are  governed  and  explained  by  conjoined  words 
and  clauses :  noscitur  a  socis."    (Dwan-is  on  stat.  604.) 

Applying  these  rules  of  construction  then  to  the  act  be- 
fore me,  I  am  constrained  to  hold,  that  if  the  authority  to 
enlist  and  muster  into  the  military  service  soldiers  of 
African  descent  depended  upon  this  statute,  (as  it  does  not,) 
it  would  fiu-nish  no  foundation  for  such  authority.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  labor  and  ser\ice  that  United  States 
Boldiers  are  enlisted  to  perform,  are  of  an  essentially  differ- 
ent character  from,  and  are  essentially  of  a  higher  nature, 
order  and  quality  than  those  kinds  of  labor  and  service 
Bpecifically  named  in  the  statute,  and  for  the  performance 
of  xrliich  the  President  is  specially  authorized  to  employ 
"  persons  of  African  descent."  In  my  late  opinion  in  the 
case  of  the  claim  of  Rev.  Samiiel  Harrison  for  full  pay  as 
Chpplain  of  the  54th  Reginient  of  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, I  expressed  the  same  view  when  I  said  that  the  act 
of  July  17,  1SG2,  chap.  201,  "was  not  intended  either  to 
authorize  the  employment  or  to  fix  the  pay  of  any  persons 
of  African  descent,  except  those  who  might  be  needed  to 
perform  the  humljler  offices  of  labor  and  service  for  which 
tliey  might  be  found  competent." 

This  view  finds  confirmation  in  a  statute  that  received  the 
api^roval  of  the  President  on  the  same  day  as  the  act  before 
me-  -the  statute  of  July  17,  1S62,  chap.  1U.5  (12  Stat.,  592)— 
whi'^h  conferred  upon  the  President  the  authority  to  employ 
as  many  persons  of  African  descent  as  he  might  deem  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and 
gave  him  power  to  organize  and  use  them  in  such  manner 
as  ho  might  judge  best  for  the  public  welfare.  In  these 
worOswe  may  find  clear  and  ample  authority  for  the  enlist- 
mem.  of  persons  of  African  descent  as  United  States  soltUers. 
It  is  under  this  act,  if  under  either  of  the  acts  of  July  17, 
1862,  that  colored  volunteer  soldiers  may  be  said  to  have 
been  -imployed.  There  is  no  need  to  resort,  therefore,  to 
the  Statute  of  July  17, 1S62,  chap.  201,  for  any  authority 
with  respect  to  their  employment,  or  for  any  rule  in  regard 
to  thvlr  compensation.  Persons  of  African,  descent  em- 
ployee as  sokliers  are  not  embraced  at  all,  as  I  havo  shown, 
by  the  net  of  July  17, 1S62,  chap.  201,  as  objects  or  subjects 
of  legi.ilation ;  and  we  must  therefore  look  to  some  other 
law  foi  the  measure  of  their  compensation. 

I  fina  the  law  for  the  compensation  of  the  persons  of  color 
referred  to  in  your  letter  to  me  in  the  acts  of  Congress  in 
force  at  the  dates  of  the  enlistments  of  those  persons,  re- 
Bpecting  the  amount  of  pay  and  bounty  to  be  given  and  the 
amount  ^nd  kind  of  clothing  to  be  allowed  to  soldiers  in  the 
Toluntee  ■  service  of  the  United  States.  For,  after  a  careful 
and  critiial  examination,  I  believe,  of  every  statute  enacted 
since  the  foundation  of  the  present  Government  relative  to 
the  enlis.ment  of  soldiers  in  the  regular  and  volunteer 
forces  of  tfie  United  States,  I  have  found  no  law  which  at 
anytime  prohibited  the  enlistment  of  free  colored  men  into 
either  brrtach  of  the  national  militarj*  service.  The  words 
of  Congiei»  descriptive  of  the  recruits  competent  to  enter 
the  servici.  were,  in  the  act  of  April  30,  1700,  "able-liodied 
men  not  uader  five  feet  six  inches  in  height  without  shoes, 
not  under  tho  age  of  eighteen  nor  above  the  age  of  forty- 
five;"  in  tlio  act  of  March  3,  1795,  "able-bodied,  of  at  least 
five  feet  six  inches  in  height,  and  not  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  nor  above  the  ago  of  forty-six  years ;"  in  the  act 
of  March  3, 1799,  "  able-bodied  and  of  a  size  and  age  suitalde 
for  the  public  service  accorthng  to  the  directions  which  the 
President  of  thu  United  States  Khali  and  may  establish ;"  in 
the  act  of  March  IG,  1802,  "effective  able-bodied  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  of  at  least  five  feet  six  inches  high  and 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years;"  in  the 
acts  of  December  24, 1811,  January  11,  1S12,  January  20, 
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1813,  and  January  27,1814,  "effective  able-bodied  men;" 
in  the  act  of  December  10,  1*14,  "free,  effective  able-bodied 
men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years ;"  and  in 
the  act  of  January  12, 1847,  "able-bodied  men."  Some  of 
the  foregoing  statutes  are  obsolete ;  others  of  them  are  still 
in  force,  and  furnished,  before  the  suspension  »f  the  ■writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  the  rule  by  which  the  validity  of  the  enlist- 
ments of  persons  alleged  to  have  been  minors  was  every  day 
tried  in  the  State  and  Federal  coiu-ts.  They  organized  the 
milit;u-y  establishments  of  the  United  States  in  time  of 
peace  and  in  time  of  war.  They  embrace  the  periods  of  all 
the  wars,  previously  to  the  present,  in  which  the  United 
States  has  been  engaged.  By  no  one  of  them  was  or  is  the 
enlistment  of  free  colored  men  into  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  whether  as  volunteers  or  as  regulars, 
prohibited.  After  the  war  of  1S12  ckiims  for  bounty  land 
preferred  by  persons  of  color  who  had  enlisted  and  served 
in  the  army  under  the  statutes  of  24th  December,  1811,  Jan- 
uary 11,  1812,  and  December  10,  1814,  were  sustained  as 
valid  by  the  then  Attorney  General,  William  Wirt.  (1  Opin., 
603.)  And  when  I  turn  to  more  recent  statutes^ — those  wliich 
authorized  the  raising  and  regulate  the  organization  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  volunteer  forces  now  in  the  field,  and 
provided  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  the  regular 
forces  in  the  service — I  discover  throughout  them  no  other 
statutory  qualifications  for  recruits  than  those  established 
by  the  earliest  legislation  to  which  I  have  referred. 

It  is  not  needed  that  I  should  specially  recite  the  words 
of  those  acts  of  Congress  that  provide  for  the  pay,  bounty, 
and  clothing  to  be  allnwe  I  to  soldiers  in  the  volunteer 
military  service  of  the  United  .states.  It  is  enough  to  say 
that  under  the  Btatutes  relative  to  those  subjects,  and  in 
force  during  the  period  of  time  mentioned  in  your  commu- 
nication, all  volunteers  competent  and  qualified  to  be  m'-m- 
bers  of  the  national  forces,  are  entitled  respectively  to  re- 
ceive like  amounts  of  pay,  bounty,  and  clothing  from  the 
Government. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  foregoing  considerations,  I  give 
it  to  you  unhesitatingly,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  same  pay, 
bounty,  and  clothing  are  allowed  by  law  to  the  persons  of 
color  referred  to  in  j'our  communication,  and  who  were  en- 
listed and  mustered  into  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  between  the  months  of  December,  1862,  and  the  16th 
of  June,  1864,  as  are  by  the  laws  existing  at  the  times  of  the 
enlistments  of  said  persons,  authorized  and  provided  for, 
and  allowed  to,  other  soldiers  in  the  volunteer  forces  of  the 
United  States  of  like  arms  of  the  servico. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  EDWARD  BATES. 


Gen.  McClellan's  Letters. 

ON    POLITICAL    ADMINISTRATION,    JULY    7,    1862. 

Headquarters  Armt  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  near  Harrison's  Landing,  Va.,  July  7,  1862. 

Mr.  President  :  You  have  been  fully  Informed  that  the 
rebel  army  is  in  the  front,  with  the  purpose  of  overwhelm- 
ing us  by  attacking  our  positions  or  reducing  us  by  block- 
ing our  river  communications.  I  cannot  but  regard  our 
condition  as  critical,  and  I  earnestly  desire,  in  view  of  pos- 
sible contingencies,  to  lay  before  your  excellency,  for  your 
private  consideration,  my  general  views  concerning  the 
existing  state  of  the  rebellion,  although  they  do  not  strictly 
relate  to  the  situation  of  this  army,  or  strictly  come  within 
the  scope  of  my  official  duties.  These  views  amount  to 
convictions,  and  are  deeply  impressed  upon  my  mind  and 
heart.  Our  cause  must  never  be  abandoned ;  it  is  the  cause 
of  free  institutions  and  self-government.  The  Constitution 
and  the  Union  must  bo  ijreserved,  whatever  may  be  the 
cost  in  time,  treasure,  and  blood.  If  secession  ig  successful, 
other  dissolutions  are  clearly  to  be  seen  in  the  future.  Let 
neither  military  disaster,  political  faction,  nor  foreign  war 
shako  your  settled  purpose  to  enforco  the  equal  operation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  upon  the  people  of  every 
State. 

The  time  has  come  when  the  government  must  determine 
upon  a  civil  and  military  policy,  covering  the  whole  gi-ound 
of  our  national  trouble. 

The  responsibility  of  determining,  declaring,  and  support- 
ing such  civil  and  militai-y  policy,  and  of  directing  the 
whole  course  of  national  affairs  in  regard  to  the  rebellion, 
must  now  be  assumed  and  exercised  by  you,  or  our  cause 
will  be  lost.  The  Constitution  gives  you  power,  even  for  the 
present  ten-ible  exigency. 

This  rebellion  has  assumed  the  character  of  a  war;  as 
such  it  should  bo  regarded,  and  it  should  be  conducted  upon 
the  highest  principles  known  to  Christian  civili/.ation.  It 
should  not  lie  a  war  looking  to  the  suhjugatiun  of  the 
people  of  any  State,  in  any  event.  It  should  not  be  at  all  a 
war  upon  population,  but  against  armed  forces  and  political 
organizations.  Neither  confiscation  of  property,  political 
executions  of  persons,  territorial  orgaiiizatiou  of  Stutos,  or 
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forcible  abolition  of  slavery,  should  be  contemplated  for  a 
moment. 

In  prosecuting  the  war,  all  private  property  and  unarmed 
persons  should  he  strictly  protected,  subject  only  to  the 
necessity  of  military  operations;  all  private  property  taken 
for  military  use  should  be  paid  or  receipted  for;  pillage  and 
waste  should  be  treated  as  high  crimes ;  all  unnecessary 
trespass  sternly  prohibited,  and  offensive  demeanor  I)y  the 
military  towards  citizens  promptly  rebuked.  Military 
arrests  should  not  be  tolerated,  except  in  places  where 
active  hostilities  exist;  and  oaths,  not  required  by  enact- 
ments, constitutionally  made,  should  be  neither  demanded 
aor  received. 

Military  government  should  be  confined  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  public  order  and  the  protection  of  political  right. 
Mihtary  power  should  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the 
relations  of  servitude,  either  by  supporting  or  impairing  the 
authority  of  the  master,  except  for  repressing  disorder,  as  in 
other  cases.  Slaves,  contraband  under  the  act  of  Congress, 
seeking  military  protection,  should  receive  it.  The  right  of 
the  government  to  appropriate  permanently  to  its  own  ser- 
vice claims  to  slave  labor  should  be  assorted,  and  the  right 
of  the  owner  to  compensation  therefor  should  lie  recognized. 
This  principle  might  be  extended,  uiwn  grounds  of  military 
necessity  and  security,  to  all  the  slaves  of  a  particular  State, 
thus  working  manumission  in  such  State;  and  in  Missouri, 
perhaps  in  Western  Virginia  also,  and  possibly  even  in  M;)/- 
ryland,  the  expediency  of  such  a  measure  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time.  A  system  of  policy  thus  constitutional,  and 
pervaded  by  the  influences  of  Christianity  and  freedom, 
would  receive  the  support  of  almost  all  truly  loyal  men, 
would  deeply  impress  the  rebel  masses  and  all  foreign  na- 
tions, and  it  might  be  humbly  hoped  that  it  would  commend 
itself  to  the  favor  of  the  Almighty. 

Unless  the  principles  governing  the  future  conduct  of  onr 
struggle  shall  be  made  known  and  approved,  the  effort  to 
obtain  requisite  forces  will  be  almost  hopeless.  A  declara- 
tion of  radical  views,  especially  upon  slavery,  will  rapidly 
disintegrate  our  present  armies.  The  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment must  be  supported  by  concentrations  of  military 
power.  The  national  forces  should  not  be  dispersed  in  ex- 
peditions, posts  of  occupation,  and  numerous  armies,  but 
shoulil  be  mainly  collected  into  masses,  and  brought  to  bear 
upon'the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States.  Those  armies 
thoroughly  defeated,  the  political  structure  which  they  sup- 
port would  soon  cease  to  exist. 

In  carrying  out  any  system  of  policy  which  you  may 
form,  you  will  require  a  commander-in-chief  of  the  army, 
one  who  possesses  your  confidence,  understands  your  views, 
and  who  is  competent  to  execute  your  orders,  by  fUrecting 
the  military  forces  of  the  nation  to  the  accomplishment  of 
the  objects  by  you  proposed.  I  do  not  ask  tliat  place  for 
myself.  I  am  willing  to  serve  you  in  such  position  as  you 
may  assign  me,  and  I  will  do  so  as  faithfully  as  ever  subor- 
dinate served  superior. 

I  may  be  on  the  brink  of  eternity;  and  as  I  hope  for- 
giveness from  my  Maker,  I  have  wTitten  this  letter  with 
sincerity  towards  you  and  from  love  for  my  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  B.  McCLELLAN, 
M'ljor  General  Commanding. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln,  President. 


IN  FAVOR  OP  THE  ELECTION  OF   GEORGE  W.  WOOD- 
WARD AS  GOVERNOR    OF    PENN-SYLVASIA  . 

Oraxge,  New  Jersey,  October  12,  1863. 

Deap.  Sm :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  an  article  in 
the  Pliilaili'lphia  Press,  asserting  that  I  had  written  to  the. 
managers  ut  a  Democratic  meeting  at  Allentown,  disap- 
proving tlie  olijects  of  the  meeting,  and  that  if  I  voted  or 
spoke  it  would  bo  in  favor  of  Governor  Curtin,  and  I  am 
informed  that  similar  assertions  have  been  made  throughout 
Uie  State. 

It  lias  been  my  earnest  endeavor  heretofore  to  avoid  par- 
ticipation in  party  politics.  I  had  determined  to  adhere  to 
this  course,  Imt  it  is  obvious  that  I  cannot  longer  maintain 
eilence  under  such  misrepresentations.  I  therefore  request 
you  to  deny  that  I  have  written  any  such  letter,  or  enter- 
tained any  such  views  as  those  attributed  to  me  in  the  Phil- 
adelphia Press,  and  I  desire  to  state  clearly  and  distinctly, 
that  havnig  some  days  ago  had  a  full  conversation  with 
Judge  Woodward,  I  find  that  our  views  agree,  and  I  regard 
his  election  as  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  called  for  by  the 
interests  of  the  nation. 

I  understiiiid  Judge  Woodward  to  be  in  favor  of  the  pros- 
ecution 111  the  war  with  all  the  means  at  the  command  of 
the  loyal  States,  until  the  military  power  of  the  rebellion  is 
destriiyed.  I  understand  him  to  be  of  the  opinion  that 
while  the  war  is  urged  with  all  possible  decision  ami  energy, 
the  policy  directing  it  should  be  in  consonance  with  the 


principles  of  humanity  and  civilization,  working  no  injury 
to  private  rights  and  property  not  demanded  liy  military 
necessity  and  recognized  by  military  law  among  civilized 
nations. 

And,  finally.  I  understand  him  to  agree  with  me  in  the 
opinion  that  the  sole  great  objects  of  this  war  are  the  resto- 
ration of  the  unity  of  the  nation,  the  preservation  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  of  the  country. 
Believing  our  opinions  entirely  agree  upon  these  points,  I 
would,  were  it  in  my  power,  give  to  Judge  Woodward  my 
voice  and  vote. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEORGE  B.  McCLELLAy 
Hon.  Ch.vrles  J.  Biddle. 


Proposed  Censures  of  Officials. 

OF    PRE.«IDENT    LINCOLN. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  HOUSE. 

July  15 — Mr.  Vallandigham  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  con- 
fers upon  Congress  al.me  the  power  to  "  raise  and  support 
armies,"  and  to  "  provide  and  maintain  a  navy  ;"  and  there- 
fore the  President,  iu  the  proclamation  of  May  3,  1S61,  and 
the  orders  and  action,  by  his  authority,  ol  the  W  ar  and 
Navy  Departments,  increasing  the  Army  and  Navy,  and 
calling  for  and  accepting  the  services  of  volunteers  for  three 
years  without  warrant  of  law,  usurped  powers  belonging 
solely  to  Congres.',  and  so  violated  the  Constitution. 

2.  That  the  right  to  declare  a  Wockade  as  against  an  in- 
dependent power,  is  a  belligerent  right,  dejiending  upoa 
the  existence  of  a  state  of  w.ar;  and  that  as  Congress,  and 
Congress  alone,  have  the  power  to  declare  or  recognize  the 
existence  of  war,  the  President  has  no  right  to  order  a 
blockade  until  after  Congress  shall  have  declared  or  recog- 
nized war  with  the  power  whose  ports  are  to  be  blockaded; 
and  further,  that  Congress  alone  can  abolish  or  shut  up  the 
ports  of  entry  of  any  State  within  the  Union  ;  and  that, 
therefore,  the  President,  in  blockading  and  shut  ting  up  the 
ports  of  entry  in  certain  of  the  states  of  the  Union,  wilhoiU 
the  authoiity  of  Congress,  violated  the  Constiiution. 

3.  That  Congress  alone  have  the  constitutijanal  power  to 
suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ;  and  that  until  the  writ 
has  been  suspended  by  act  of  Congress,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
President,  and  all  other  officers,  civil  and  mSitary,  to  obey 
it;  and  that,  therefore,  the  President,  in  suspending  said 
writ  himself,  or  attempting  to  authorize  certain  militiiry 
ofiicers  to  suspend  it,  or  to  disobey  it,  or  in  sustaining  them 
iu  di.sobedience  to  it,  violated  the  Constitution. 

4.  That  by  the  Constitution  "no  money  sliall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law ;"  and  that  in  ordering  the  drawing  trom  the 
Tr(;asury  of  money  unappropriated  or  appropriated  for  on* 
purpose,  and  applying  the  samejo  purposes  for  which  no 
appropriations  bad  been  made  by  law,  the  President  viola- 
ted  the  Constitution. 

5.  That  the  search  of  certain  telegraph  offices  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  by  several  officers  and  agents  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, without  search  warrrant  upon  probable  cause,  sup- 
ported by  oath  or  alSrnration,  and  particularly  describing 
the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  things  to  bo  seized;  and 
the  seizure  of  papers  and  despatches  in  said  offices  was  a 
violation  of  the  constitutional  "right  of  the  people  to  be 
secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects  againfit 
unrea.sonable  searches  and  seizures;"  and  tliat  the  Preid- 
dent,  in  ordering  such  search  and  seizures,  violated  the  Cod 
stitiition. 

6.  That  neither  Congress,  nor  the  President,  nor  the  judJ- 
ciary,  have  any  constitutional  power  toabridge  the  freedart 
of  speech  or  of  the  press  ;  and  that  the  suspensiim  of  new  ♦• 
paper  presses  by  military  authority  and  force,  and  the  arret  t 
of  citizens  by  military  or  civil  authority,  for  the  expreiia'iOM 
by  speech,  or  through  the  press,  of  opinions  upon  politi':iU 
subjects,  or  sulijects  of  any  kind,  is  a  violation  of  the  dnr 
btitution. 

7.  That  the  arrest  without  civil  process  of  persons  nr-t 
suliject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  nor  in  ca8(« 
arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  or  in  the  militia,  whea 
in  actual  service,  by  siddiers  in  the  senice  of  the  Uuited 
States,  is  a  brearh  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  violation  of 
the  constitutional  liberty  of  the  person. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lote.joy,  these  resolutions 
were  at  once  laid  npon  the  table — the  House 
refusing  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays. 
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OF    ES-PRESIDEXT    BrCHANAN. 

Third  Session,  Thirty-Seventh  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 
1862,    Dec.   15— Mr.    Davis,   of    Kentucky, 
offered  this  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  after  it  had  hecotno  manifest  that  an  insur- 
rection against  the  United  States  was  about  to  breali  out  in 
several  of  the  southern  State?,  James  Buchanan,  then  Pres- 
ident, frona  sytnpathy  with  the  conspirators  and  their  treas- 
onable project,  failed  to  take  necessary  and  proper 
measures  to  prevent  it ;  wherefore  he  should  receive  the 
censure  and  condemnation  of  the  Senate  and  the  American 
people. 

Dec  16 — Mr.  Saulsbuet  offered  this  amend- 
ment : 

Resolved  furiher.  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
be  served  upon  the  said  James  Buchanan,  and  that  he  be 
notified  that  he  has  liberty  to  defend  himself  before  the 
Senate  against  the  charges  in  said  resolution  coutaiued,  if 
he  shall  choose  so  to  do. 

Same  day  —  The  resolution  and  proposed 
amendment  were  laid  upon  the  table — yeas  38, 
nays  3,  as  follows  : 

Yeis — Messrs.  Anthony,  Arnold,  Browning,  Carlile,  Clark, 
CoUamer,  Cowan,  Dixon.  Doolitlle,  Fessendcn,  Field,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Hardin^/,  Harlau,  Harris,  Henderson, 
.S'ennerf!/,King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latham, 
Morrill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Rice,  SauUlmry,  Sher- 
man, Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Mass- 
achusetts, Wilsffn  of  Missouri,  Wright— 38. 

Nats — Messrs.  Davii,  Howe,  Wilkinson — 3. 


OF   MESSRS.   lONG   AND    H.\RttIS. 

First  Session,  Thirty-Eighth  Congress. 
IN  HOUSE, 

1864,  April  9 — Mr.  Colfax,  the  Speaker,  (Mr. 
Rollins,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  Chair,)  of- 
fered this  preamble  and  resolution  : 

Whereas  on  the  8th  of  April,  1864,  when  the  House  of 
Representatives  was  in  Committee  of  the  'Wholo  on  the 
Btate  of  the  Union,  Alesaxder  Long,  a  Representative 
from  the  second  district  of  Ohio,  declared  himself  in  favor 
of  recognizing  the  independence  and  nationality  of  the  so- 
called  confederacy  now  in  arms  against)  the  Union  ;  and 
whereas,  the  said  so-called  confederacy,  thus  sought  to  be 
recognized  and  established  on  the  niins  of  a  dissolved  or 
destroyed  Union,  has  as  its  chiet  officers,  civil  and  military, 
those  who  have  added  perjury  to  their  treason,  and  who 
seek  to  obtain  success  lor  their  parricidal  efforts  by  the 
killing  of  the  loyal  soldiers  of  the  nation  who  are  seeking 
to  save  it  from  destruction;  and  whereas  the  oath  required 
of  all  members,  and  taken  by  the  said  Alexander  Lono  on 
the  first  day  of  the  present  Congress,  declares  "  that  I  have 
voluntarily  given  no  aid,  countenance,  counsel,  or  encour 
agement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  to  the 
United  States,"  thereby  declaring  that  such  conduct  is  re- 
garded as  inconsistent  with  membership  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  :  Theretbre, 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Long,  a  Representative  from 
the  second  district  of  Ohio,  having,  on  the  8th  of  April, 
1864,  declared  himself  in  favor  of  recognizing  the  indepen- 
dence and  nationality  of  the  so-called  confederacy  now  in 
arms  against  the  Union,  and  thereby  "  given  aid,  counte- 
nance, and  encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed 
hostility  to  the  United  States,"  is  hereby  expelled. 

Pending  which,  April  9,  Mr.  Washburne,  of 
Illinois,  offered  this  resolution  : 

"Whereas  Hon.  Benjaotn  G.  Harris,  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  from  the 
State  of  Maryland  has  on  this  day  used  the  following  lan- 
guage, to  wit :  "  Tlie  South  asked  you  to  let  them  go  in 
peace.  But,  no;  you  said  you  would  bring  them  into  sub- 
jection. That  is  not  done  yet,  and  God  Alnnghty  grant  that 
it  never  may  be.  I  hope  that  you  will  never  subjugate  the 
South."  And  whereas  siich  language  is  treasonable,  and  is 
a  gross  disrespect  of  this  House  :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved.  That  the  said  Benjamin  G.  Harris  he  ex- 
pelled from  this  House. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  84,  nays  58,  (two 
thirds  being  required  :) 
YSAS — ^Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 


Ashley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Francis  P.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  William  G. 
Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Cres- 
wnll,  Jlonry  Winter  Da\is,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly, 
Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grin- 
nell,  Hale,  lligby.  Hooper,  Ilotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard, 
Jobn  H.  Hubbard,  .Tenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francia 
W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Knllof'g,  Loan,  Marvin,  McIJnde,  Mc- 
Clurg,  Mcindoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myors,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Orth,  Patterson,  Pike, 
Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Smith.  Smithers,  Spalding,  StaiT, 
Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B. 
Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wil- 
liams, Wilder,  Wilson,  Windoni,  AVoodbridge — 84. 

Nats — Messrs.  J^a!»i/?«C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C.  Bald- 
win, Bliss,  James  S.  Brmon,  Clianhr,  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Daieson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Gansnn, 
Grider,  Harding,  Harrington,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hutching, 
Philip  Johnson,  William  Jolmson,  Keman,  Lauj,  Lazear, 
Le  BUmd,  Long,  MaUory,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McDowell,  Mc- 
Klnney,  Miii'lbinii.  M'illiam  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris, 
Morrison,  Xt'  on.  O  '  H,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Ran- 
dall, Robiiisun,  l-L</:/irs,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  John 
B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Sweat,  Voorhees,  Ward, 
Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield,  Fernando 
Wood— 5S. 

Mr.  Schenck  then  offered  this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  a  Representative 
from  the  fifth  district  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  having 
spoken  words  this  day  in  debate,  manifestly  tending  and 
designed  to  encourage  the  existing  rebellion  and  the  ene- 
mies of  this  Union,  is  declared  to  be  an  unworthy  member 
of  this  House,  and  is  hereby  severely  censured. 

A  motion  to  table  the  resolution  was  lost — 
yeas  23,  nays  80;  two  motions  to  adjourn  were 
made  and  voted  down  ;  and  the  resolution  was 
then  adopted — yeas  98,  nays  20,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley, Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John D.  Baldwin,  Bax- 
ter, Beaman,  Blaine,  F.  P.  Blair,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall, 
James  S.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Cox,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Eijg- 
lish,  Frank,  Ganson,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinuell,  Hale,  Har- 
ringtrm,  Iligby,  Holman,  Hotehkiss,  AsahelW.  Hubbard, 
John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Fiuncia 
W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  K(man,  Loan,  Marvin,  Mc- 
Allister, McBride,  McClurg,  Mcindoe,  Middleton,  Samuel  F. 
Sliller,  Monill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers, 
Nelson,  Norton,  Odell,  Orth,  Patterson,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Price,  'William  H.  Randall,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck, 
Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr, 
John  B.  Stele,  William  G.  Steele,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William 
B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windom,  Winfield,  Teaman — 98. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Bliss,  Chanler, 
Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Wm.  H.  Mil- 
ler,  Morrison,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Ross, 
Strouse,  Voorhees,  Chilton  A.  White,  Fernando  Wood— 20. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Colfax — 

April  14 — Mr.  Bboomall  offered  this  amend- 
ment, as  a  substitute,  which  Mr.  Colfax  ac- 
cepted : 

Whereas  Alexander  Long,  a  Representative  from  the 
second  district  of  Ohio,  by  his  open  declarations  in  the  na/- 
tional  Capitol  and  publications  in  the  city  of  New  York,  has 
shown  himself  to  be  in  favor  of  a  recognition  of  the  so-called 
confederacy  now  trying  to  establish  itself  upon  the  ruins  of 
our  cougtry,  thereby  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy 
in  that  destructive  pui-pose — aid  to  avowed  traitors  in  cre- 
ating an  illegal  government  within  our  borders — comfort  to 
them  by  assurances  of  their  success,  and  affirmations  of  the 
justice  of  their  cause  ;  and  whore:i3  such  conduct  is  at  the 
same  time  evidence  of  disloyalty  and  inconsistent  with  his 
oath  of  office  and  his  duty  as  a  member  of  this  body :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Alexander  Long,  a  Eepreaenta- 
tivo  from  the  second  fUstrict  of  Ohio,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
declared  to  be  an  unworthy  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Re§blvcd,  That  the  Speaker  shall  read  these  resolutioM 
to  the  said  Alexander  Long  during  the  session  of  tb* 
House. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  to  lay  the  preamble  and  reso- 
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lution  on  the  table  ;  which  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  70,  nays  80.  A  division  of  the  question 
was  called,  when 

The  first  resolution  was  agreed  to— yeas  80, 
Days  TO,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames.  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broorutill,  Ambrose  W.  Clark.  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Dawes,  Demiag,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Farns- 
■worth,  Frank,  Garfield,  Goocb,  Griunell,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hotihkiss,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Kflley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Long- 
year,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mcludoe,  Samuel  F.  Millar, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myors,  Leonard  Myers,  Nor- 
ton, Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham.  Pike,  Pome- 
roy,  Price,  Vv'illiam  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John 
H.  Rice.  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Gannon,  Sloan, 
Smith,  Smithers,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburg,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Wash- 
bmn,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Wood- 
bridge— 80. 

Nats — Messrs.  Jarnes  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Francis  P.  Blair,  Bliss,  Jamas  S. 
Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  CltanUr,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Cox, 
Ci-avens,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Ganson, 
Gride);  Hall.  Harding,  Han-ington,  B.  G.  Harris,  He^rrick, 
Eolman,  Hutchins,  F.  Johnson,  Wm.  Johnson,  Kalbfleisch, 
Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Mallory,  Marcy,  Mc- 
Dowell, McKinney,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris, 
Mornson,  JVelson,  Noble,  Odcll,  John  O'Neill,  Fendleton, 
Ferry,  Pruyn,  lladfoird,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
Fodgers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Stebbins,  Jolin  B. 
Steele,  William  G.  SteeU.  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Voorhees, 
Ward,  Wheeler,  Chilton,  A.  White,  Joseph  iV.  White,  Win- 
Jield,  Fernando  Wood,  Yeaman — 70. 

The  second  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table — 
yeas  71,  nays  70,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  AlUn.WUliam  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Bally,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Jam^s S. Brown,\Vm.(i. 
Brown,  Chanter,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison, 
Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Gansrm,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Har- 
rington, Benjamin  O.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hutchins, 
William  Julinsoti,  Kalbfleisch,  Kcrnan,  King,  Knapp,  Law, 
Lazear,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McDowell,  McKinney,  William  H. 
Miller,  James  11.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell, 
John  0'N«ill,  Fendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  SamudJ. 


iZ(M«?a??,  William  H.  Randall,  Robirscm,  Rogers,  James  S- 
Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Smith,  Stebbins,  John  B.  Steeh,  William 
G.  Steele,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Srveat,  Voorhees,  Ward,  Webster, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfield. 
Fernando  Wood,  leamati — 71. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson.  Arnold, 
Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Bout- 
well,  Boyd,  A.  W.Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell, Dawes,  Dem- 
ing,  Driggs.  Dumont,  Eckley,  I'arnsworth,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Grinnell,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  J.  H.  Hubbard, 
Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelly,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Or- 
lando Kellogg.  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg, 
Mclndoe,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Norton, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Schenck,  Shannon, 
Sloan,  Smithers,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson.  Van  Val- 
kenburg, Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn, 
Wilder,  ^Vilsou,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 70. 

The  preamble  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  78, 
nays  63,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Creswell,  Dawes,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Gooch,  Griunell,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotchkiss,  John  H.  Hub- 
bard, .Jenckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Orlando  Kellogg,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  Mc- 
Clurg, Mclndoe,  Samuel  F..  Millei-,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth, 
Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  William  H.  Ran- 
dall, Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Starr,  Stevens, 
Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  W^ash- 
bmne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge — 78. 

Nats — Jlessrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  James  S.  Brawn,  William  G. 
Brown,  Chanter,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison, 
Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding, 
Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Hcrrirk,  Holman,  Hutchins,  William 
Johnson,  Kalhfleisch,  Kernnn,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Marcy, 
McDowell,  McKinney,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris, 
Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Fendleton, 
Fenrry,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Robinson, 
Rodgers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scott,  Slebbins,  John  B. 
Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Slrous,  Stuart,  Voorhees,  Ward, 
Wlieeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Wmjield, 
Ferrw.'hdo  Wood,  Yeaman — 63. 


THE  CONSPIRACY  OF  DISUNION. 


In  the  slaveholding  States,  a  considerable 
body  of  men  have  always  been  disaffected  to 
the  Union.  They  resisted  the  adoption  of  the 
National  Constitution,  then  'sought  to  refine 
away  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  General 
Government,  and  by  artful  expedients,  in  a  se- 
ries of  years,  using  the  excitements  growing 
out  of  passing  questions,  finally  perverted  the 
Bentiments  of  large  masses  of  men,  and  pre- 
pared them  for  revolution. 

I  had  prepared  an  extensive  collection  of 
statements  and  facts  bearing  upon  this  point, 
but  am  obliged  to  omit  them  for  want  of  space. 
The  well-read  in  our  politics  can  readily  recur 
to  a  multitude  of  proofs.  I  append  a  few  con- 
spicuous points,  the  first  of  which  is  less  well 
known,  being  from  an  unpublished  journal  by 
Hon.  William  Maclay,  United  States  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  from  March  4,  1789,  to 
March  3,  1791,  being  the  First  Congress  under 
the  Constitution.  This  journal  is  the  property 
of  his  relative,  George  W.  Harris,  Esq.,  of  Har- 
risburg,  Pa. 

An  early  Threat  of  Dissolution. 

PROM  SENATOR  MACLAY's  .JOURNAL. 

1789,  June  9— In  relation  to  the  tariff  bill,  the  affiiir  of 
confining  the  East  India  Trade  to  the  citizens  of  America 
had  been  negatived,  and  a  cunimittee  liad  been  appointed  to 
report  on  this  business.  Tlie  report  came  in  witii  very 
high  duties,  amounting  to  a  prohibition.  But  a  new  phe- 
nomenon had  made  its  appearance  in  the  House  (meaning 
the  Senate)  since  Friday. 

Pierce  Butler,  from  South  Carolina,  had  taken  his  seat, 
and  flamed  like  a  meteor.  He  arraigned  tlie  whole  Im- 
post law,  and  then  charged  (indirectly)  tlie  whole  Congress 
with  a  design  of  oppressing  South  Carolina.  He  cried  out 
for  en(.'ouraging  the  Danes  and  Swedes,  and  foreigners  of 
every  kind,  to  conio  and  take  away  our  produce.  In  fact, 
he  was  for  a  navigation  act  reversed. 

Juno  11 — Attended  at  the  hall  as  usual. 

Mr.  Izard*  and  Mr.  Butler  opposed  the  whole  of  the  draw- 
backs in  every  shape  whatever. 

Mr.  Grayson,f  of  Virginia,  warm  on  this  subject,  said  we 
were  not  ripe  for  such  a  thing.  We  were  a  new  nation,  and 
had  uo  business  for  any  such  regulations — a  nation  sui  gen- 
eris. 

Mr.  LeeX  said  drawbacks  were  right,  but  would  be  so 
much  abused,  he  could  not  think  of  admitting  them. 

Mr.  EllsworthW  said  New  England  rum  would  be  exported, 
instead  of  West  India,  to  obtain  the  drawback. 

I  thought  it  best  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  each.  We 
were  a  new  nation,  it  w;i8  true,  but  we  were  not  a  new  peo- 
ple. We  were  composed  of  individuals  of  like  maimers, 
habits,  and  customs  with  the  Emopean  nations.    What, 
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t  William.        J  Richard  Henry,  from  Virginia. 
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therefore,  had  been  found  useful  among  them,  came  well 
recommended  by  experience  to  us.  Drawbacks  stand  as  an 
example  in  this  point  of  view  to  us.  If  the  thing  was  right 
in  itself,  there  could  be  no  just  argument  drawn  against  tha 
use  of  a  thing  from  the  abuse  of  it.  It  would  be  the  duty 
of  Government  to  gnardagainst  abuses,  by  prudent  appoint- 
ments and  watchful  attention  to  officers."  That  as  to  chang- 
ing the  kind  of  rum,  I  thought  the  collection  bill  would 
provide  for  this,  by  limiting  the  exportation  to  the  original 
casks  and  packages.  I  said  a  great  deal  more,  but  really 
did  not  feel  much  interest  either  way.  But  the  debates 
were  very  lengthy. 

ButPr  flamed  away,  and  threatened  a  dissolution  of 
THE  Union,  with  regard  to  his  State,  as  sure  as  God  was  in 
the  firmaimnt.  He  scattered  his  remarks  over  the  whole 
impost  bill,  calling  it  partial,  oppressive,  &c.,  and  solely 
calculated  to  oppress  South  Carolina,  and  yet  ever  and  anon 
declaring  how  clear  of  local  views  and  how  candid  and  dis- 
passionate he  was.  He  degenerates  into  mere  declamatioo. 
Ilis  State  would  live  free,  or  die  glorious. 


Opinions  of  Jackson,  Benton,  Clay, 
and  others. 

Referring  to  the  modus  operandi  of  southern 
disunionists,  General  Jackson's  recently-dis- 
covered letter  to  Rev.  A.  J.  Crawford  is  curious 
for  the  keenness  of  its  perceptions,  and  the 
accuracy  of  its  prediction  : 

["Private."] 

Washington,  May  1, 1833. 

"  Mt  Dear  Sir  ;  *  *  *  i  have  had  a  laborious  task  here, 
but  nullification  is  dead;  and  its  actors  and  courtiers  will 
only  be  remembered  by  the  people  to  be  execrated  for  their 
wicked  designs  to  sever  and  destroy  the  only  good  Govern- 
ment on  the  globe,  and  that  prosperity  and  happiness  we 
enjoy  over  every  other  portion  of  the  world.  Hainan's 
gallows  ought  to  be  the  fate  of  all  such  ambitious  men 
i^who  would  involve  their  country  in  civil  war,  and  all  the 
evils  in  its  train,  that  they  might  reign  and  ride  on  its 
whirlwinds  and  direct  the  storm.  The  free  people  of  these 
United  States  have  spoken,  and  cortsigned  these  wicked 
demagogues  to  their  proper  doom.  Take  care  of  your  null- 
ifiers ;  you  have  them  among  you;  let  them  meet  with  tho 
indignant  frowns  of  every  man  who  loves  his  country.  Tho 
tariff,  it  is  noiu  known,  was  a  mere  pretext — its  burden 
was  on  your  coarse  woolens.  By  the  law  of  July,  1832, 
coarse  woolen  was  reduced  to  five  per  cent,  for  tho  benefit 
of  tho  South.  Mr.  Clay's  bill  takes  it  up  and  classes  it 
with  woolens  at  fifty  per  cent.,  reduces  it  gradually  down 
to  twenty  per  cent.,  and  there  it  is  to  remain,  and  Mr.  Cal- 
houn and  all  the  nuUifiers  agree  to  the  principle.  Tho 
ca.sli  duties  and  homo  valuation  will  be  eijual  to  fifteen  per 
cent,  more,  and  alter  tho  year  1842,  j'ou  pay  on  coarse 
woolens  thirty-fivo  per  cent.  If  this  is  not  protection,  I 
cannot  understand;  therefore  the  tariff  was  only  the  prc*- 
te.xt,  and  disunion  and  a  southern  confederacy  tlie  real  ob- 
ject.    The  next  pretext  will  be  the  negro  or  slavery/  question. 

"My  health  is  not  good,  but  is  improving  a  little.    Pre- 
sent me  kindly  to  your  lady  and  family,  and  believe  me  to 
be  your  friend.    I  will  always  bo  hajipy  to  hear  from  you. 
"ANDREW  JACKSOX." 
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Benton  in  his  Thirty  Years'  View,  says  : 
The  regular  inauguration  of  tliis  slaTery  agitation  dates 
from  the  year  1S35 ;  but  it  had  commenced  two  years  before, 
and  in  tLus  way :  nullification  and  disunion  had  commenced 
in  1830,  upon  complaint  against  protective  tariff.  That, 
being  put  down  in  1833  under  President  Jackson's  procla- 
mation and  energetic  measures,  was  immediately  substitut- 
ed by  the  slavery  agitation.  Mr.  Calhoun,  when  ho  went 
home  from  Congress  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  told  his 
friends  that  "  the  South  could  never  bo  united  against  the 
North  on  the  tariff  question — that  the  sugar  interest  of 
Louisiana  would  keep  her  out — and  that  the  basis  of  southern 
union  must  be  shifted  to  the  slave  question."  Then  all  the 
papers  in  his  interest,  and  especially  the  one  at  Washing- 
ton, published  by  Mr.  Duff  Green,  dropped  tariff  agitation, 
and  commenced  upon  slavery,  and  in  two  years  had  the 
agitation  ripe  for  inauguration  on  the  slavery  question. 
And  in  tracing  this  agitation  to  its  present  stage,  and  to 
comprehend  its  rationale,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  it  is 
a  mere  continuation  of  old  tariff  disunion,  and  preferred 
because  more  available. — Thirty  Years  in  the  Senate,  vol.  2. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  a  letter  to  an  Alabamian  in 
1844,  (see  his  private  correspondence,  p.  490,) 
said  : 

From  the  developments  now  being  made  in  South  Caro- 
lina, it  is  perfectly  manifest  that  a  party  exists  in  that  State 
seeking  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  for  that  purpose 
employ  the  pretext  of  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Tyler's  abomin- 
able treaty.  South  Carolina  being  surrounded  by  slave 
States,  would,  in  the  event  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
Buffer  only  comparative  evils ;  but  it  is  otherwise  with  Ken- 
tucky. She  has  the  boundary  of  the  Ohio  extending  four 
hundred  miles  on  throe  free  States.  What  would  our  con- 
dition be  in  the  event  of  the  greatest  calamity  that  could 
befall  this  nation  ? 

Hon.  Nathan  Appleton,  of  Boston,  member 
of  Congress  in  1832-3,  in  a  letter  dated  Decem- 
ber 15,  1860,  said  that  when  in  Congress  he 
•'made  up  his  mind  that  Messrs.  Calhoun, 
Hayne,  McDuffie,  &c.,  were  desirous  of  a  sep- 
aration of  the  slave  States  into  a  separate  con- 
federacy, as  more  favorable  to  the  security  of 
slave  property." 

About  1835,  some  South  Carolinians  at- 
tempted a  disunion  demonstration.  It  is  thus 
described  by  Ex-Governor  Francis  Thomas  of 
Maryland,  in  his  speech  in  Baltimore,  October 
20,  1861: 

Full  twenty  years  ago,  when  occup.ving  my  seat  in  the 
Eouse  of  Representatives,  I  was  surprised  one  morning, 
after  the  asscjibUng  of  the  House,  to  observe  that  all  the 
members  from  the  slaveholding  States  were  absent.  Whilst 
reflecting  on  this  strange  occurrence,  I  was  asked  why  I 
was  not  in  attendance  on  the  Southern  caucus  assembled 
in  the  room  of  the  Committee  on  Claims.  I  replied  that  I 
bad  received  no  invitation. 

I  then  proposed  to  go  to  the  committee  room,  to  see  what 
was  being  done.  When  I  entered  I  found  that  little  cock- 
eparrow,  Governor  Pickens  of  South  C;irolina,  addressing 
the  meeting,  and  sti'utting  about  like  a  I'ooster  around  a 
barn-yard  coop,  discussing  the  following  resolution,  which 
he  was  luging  on  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  meet- 
ing: 

"  Resolved,  That  no  member  of  Congress  representing  a 
Southern  constituency  shall  again  take  his  seat  until  a  re- 
solution is  passed  satisfactory  to  the  South  on  the  subject 
of  slavery.-' 

I  hstene'd  to  liis  language,  and  when  he  had  finished,  I 
obtained  the  floor,  asking  to  be  permitted  to  take  part  in 
the  discussion.  I  determined  at  once  to  kill  the  treasona- 
ble plot  hatched  by  John  C.  Calhoun,  the  Cataline  of  Amer- 
ica, by  asking  questions.  I  said  to  Mr.  Pickens,  "  What 
next  do  you  propose  we  shall  do  ?  Are  we  to  tell  the  peo- 
ple that  Republicanism  is  a  failm-e?  If  you  are  for  that  I 
am  not.  I  came  here  to  sustain  and  uphold  American  in- 
stitutions ;  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  North  as  well  as  the 
South ;  to  secure  harmony  and  good  fellowship  between  all 
sections  of  our  common  country.'  They  dared  not  answer 
these  questions.  The  southern  temper  had  not  then  been 
gotten  up.  As  my  questions  were  not  answered,  I  moved 
an  adjournment  of  the  caucus  sine  die.  Mr.  Craig,  of  Vir- 
ginia, seconded  the  motion,  and  the  company  was  broken 
up.  Wo  retm-ned  to  the  House,  and  Mr.  IngersoU,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, a  glorious  patriot  then  as  now,  introduced  a  reso- 
lution which  temporarily  calmed  the  excitement. 

Respecting   this   event,  the  National  Intelli- 


gencer of  November  4,  1861,  makes  these  re- 
marks ; 

However  busy  Mr.  Pickens  may  have  been  in  the  caucus 
after  it  met,  the  most  active  man  in  getting  it  up  and  press- 
ing the  southern  members  to  go  into  it  was  Mr.  R.  B.  Rhett, 
also  a  member  from  South  Carolina.  The  occasion,  or  al- 
leged cause  of  this  withdrawal  from  the  House  into  secret 
deliberation  was  an  anti-slavery  speech  of  Mr.  Slade,  of  Ver- 
mont, which  Mr.  Rhett  violently  denounced,  and  proposed 
to  the  southern  members  to  leave  the  House  and  go  into 
conclave  in  one  of  the  conmiittee  rooms,  which  they  gener- 
ally did,  if  not  all  of  them.  We  are  able  to  state,  how- 
ever, what  may  not  have  been  known  to  Governor  Thomas, 
that  at  least  three  besides  himself  of  those  who  did  attend 
It  went  there  with  a  pm'pose  very  difTerent  from  an  inten- 
tion to  consent  to  any  treasonable  measure.  These  three 
men  were  Henry  A.  Wise,  Balie  Peyton,  and  Wm.  Cost  John- 
son. Neither  of  them  opened  his  lips  in  the  caucus ;  they 
went  to  observe ;  and  we  can  assure  Governor  Thomas  that  if 
Mr.  Pickens  or  Mr.  Calhoun  (whom  he  names)  or  any.  one 
else  had  presented  a  distinct  proposition  looking  to  dis- 
union, or  revolt,  or  secession,  he  would  have  witnessed  a 
scene  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  The  three  whom  we  have 
mentioned  W(;re  as  brave  as  they  were  determined.  Fortu- 
nately, perhaps,  the  man  whom  they  went  particularly  to 
watch  remained  silent  and  passive. 

EARLY  HOPES  OF  THE  KEBELS.* 

Mr.  Lawrence  M.  Keitt,  when  declaiming  in 
Charleston  in  November,  18G0,  in  favor  of  the 
separate  secession  of  that  State,  used  this  lan- 
guage, as  reported  in  the  Charleston  Mercury  : 

But  we  have  been  threatened.  Mr.  Amos  Kendall  wrote 
a  letter,  in  which  he  said  to  Col.  Orr,  that  if  the  State  went 
out,  three  hundred  thousand  volunteers  were  ready  to 
march  against  her.  I  know  little  about  Kendall — and  the 
less  the  better  He  was  uader  General  Jackson;  but  for 
him  the  Federal  treasury  seemed  to  have  a  magnetic  at- 
traction. Jackson  was  a  pure  man,  but  he  had  too  many 
around  him  who  made  fortunes  far  transcending  their  sala- 
ries. [Applause.]  And  this  Amos  Kendall  had  the  same 
good  tortuno  under  Van  Buren.  Ho  (Kendall)  threatened 
us  on  the  one  side,  and  John  Hickman  on  the  other.  John 
Hickman  said,  defiantly,  that  if  we  went  out  of  the  Union, 
eighteen  millions  of  Northern  men  would  bring  us  back. 
Let  me  tell  you,  there  are  a  million  of  Democrats  in  the 
North,  who,  when  the  Blaok  Republicans  attempt  lo  march 
upon  the  South,  will  be  found  a  wall  of  fire  in  tlie  front. 
[Crj«s  of"  that's  sol"  and  applause.] 

Recently-found  letters  in  Fredericksburg,  Vir- 
ginia, noticed  editorially  in  Harpers'  Weekly  of 
May  28,  1864,  show  that  the  South  calculated 
confidently  upon  the  defection  of  large  masses 
of  men  at  the  North.  The  Weekly,  commenting 
on  M.  F.  Maury's  letters,  says  : 

How  far  Maury  and  his  fellow-conspirators  were  justified 
in  their  hopes  of  seducing  New  Jersey  into  the  rebellion, 
may  be  gathered  from  the  correspondence  that  took  place 
in  the  spring  of  1801  between  Ex-Governor  Price,  of  New 
Jersey,  who  was  one  of  the  representatives  from  that  State 
in  the  Peace  Congress,  and  L.  W.  Burnet,  Esq.,  of  Newark. 
Mr.  Price,  in  answering  the  question  what  ought  New  Jer- 
sey to  do,  says:  "I  believe  the  Southern  Confederation 
permanent.  The  proceeding  has  been  taken  with  fore- 
thought and  deliberation — it  is  no  hurried  impulse,  but  an 
irrevocable  act,  based  upon  the  sacred,  as  was  supposed, 
'equality  of  the  States  ;'  and  in  my  opinion  every  slave 
State  will  in  a  short  period  of  lime  be  found  united  in  one 
confederacy.  *  *  Before  that  event  happens  we  cannot 
.let.  however  much  we  may  suffer  in  our  material  interests. 
It  is  in  that  contingency,  then,  that  I  answer  the  second 
past  of  your  question — '  what  position  for  New  Jersey  will 
best  accord  with  her  interests,  honor,  and  the  patiioiic  in- 
stincts of  her  people  ?'  I  say  emphatically  site  would  go 
with  the  South  from  every  wise,  prudential,  and  patriotic 
reason."  Ex  Governor  Price  proceeds  to  say  that  he  is  con- 
fident the  States  of  Pennsylvania!  and  New  York  will 
'•choose  also  to  cast  thir  lot  With  the  South,"  and  after 
them  the  western  and  northwestern  States. 


*  See  page  20. 

t  January  16, 1861 — A  meeting  of  J>emocrat3  was  held  in 
National  Hall,  I'hila^phia,  Charle"  Macalester  presiding, 
at  which  Robert  P.  IWne  offered  this,  among  other  resolu- 
tions which  were  put  to  the  meeting,  and  declared  adopted, 
and  which,  read  in  the  light  of  this  revelation,  appear  ta 
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LETTER  OF  EX-PBESIDENT  FRANKLIN  PIERCE  TO 
JEFFERSON  DAVIS,  OF  JANUARY  6,  1860,  FOUND 
IS  DAVIS'S  MISSISSIPPI  HOME,  WHEN  TAKEN 
Br   OUR   TROOPS  : 


Clarendon  Hotel,  January  6, 1860. 
Mt  Dear  Friend  :  I  wrote  you  au  unsatisfoctory  note  a 
day  or  \.v.o  since.    I  have  just  had  a  pleasant  inter\-iew  with 
Mr.  Shcplpy,  whose  courage  and  fidelity  are  equal  to  his 
learning  and  talents.    He  says  he  would  rather  fight  the 
battle  with  you  as  tho  standard-bearer  in  ISCO  than  under 
the  auspices  of  any  other  leader.    The  fec4ing  and  judgment 
of  Mr.  S.  in  this  relation  is,  I  am  confident,  rapidly  gaming 
ground  in  New  England.     Our  people  are  looking  for  "  the 
coming  man,"  one  who  ia  raised  by  all  the  elements  of  his 
character  above  tho  atmosphere  ordinarily  breathed  by  pol- 
iticians, a  man  re.-tlly  fitted  for  this  exigency  by  his  ability, 
corn-age,-  broad  statesmanship,  and    patriotism.     Colonel 
SejTuour  (Thos.  H.)  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  expressed 
his  vieivs  in  this  relation  in  almost  tho  identical  language 
used  by  Mr.  Shcpley.    It  is  true  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
things  at  Washington  and  throughout  the  country,  no  man 
can  predict  what  changes  two  of  three  months  may  bring 
forth.     Let  me  suggest  that,  in  the  running  debates  in  Con- 
gi-ess,  full  justice  seems  to  me  not  to  have  been  done  to  the 
Democracy  of  the  North.    I  do  not  beUeve  that  our  iriends 
at  the  South  have  any  just  idea  of  the  state  of  teeling,  hur- 
rying at  this  moment  to  the  pitch  of  intense  exasperation, 
between  those  who  respect  their  political  obligations  and 
those  who  have  apparently  no  impeUing  power  but  that 
■which  fanatical  passion  on  the  subject  of  domestic  slavery 
imparts.    Without  tliscussing  the  question  of  right,  of  ab- 
Btract  power  to  secede,  I  have  never  believed  that  actual 
disruption  of  the  Union  can  occur  without  blood;  and  if, 
throu"-li  the  madness  of  northern  abolitionism,  that  dire 
calamity  must  come,  the  fighting  will  not  lie  along  Mason's 
and  Dixon's  line  merely.    It  [will]  be  wit'uin  our  own  bor- 
ders, in  our  own  streets,  between  the  two  classes  of  citizens 
to  whom  I  have  referred.    Those  who  defy  law  and  scout 
constitutional  obhgations  \nW,  if  wc  ever  reach  the  arbitra- 
ment of  arms,  find  occupation  enough  at  home.    Nothing 
but  the  state  of  Jdrs.  Pierce's  health  would  induce  me  to 
leave  the  country  now,  although  it  is  quite  likely  that  my 
presence  at  home  would  be  of  little  service.    I  have  tried  to 
impress  upon  our  people,  especially  in  New  Hampshire  and 
Connecticut,  where  the  only  elections  are  to  take  place 
during  the  coming  spring,  that  while  our  Union  meetings 
are  all  in  the  right  direction,  and  well  enough  for  the  pres- 
ent, thev  will  not  be  worth  tho  paper  upon  which  their 
resolutions  are  written  unless  we  can  overthrow  political 
abolitionism  at  the  polls  and  repeal  the  unconstitutional 
and  obnoxious  laws  which,  in  the  cause  of  "  personal  hb- 
erty,"  have  been  placed  upon  our  statute-books.    T  shall 
look  with  deep  interest,  and  not  without  hope,  for  a  decided 
change  in  this  relation. 

Ever  and  truly,  your  friend,  

FRANKLIN  PIERCE. 
Hon.  J£FF.  Davis, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


merlv  represented  his  State  with  great  distinction  m  the 
popular  branch  of  Congress.  Temporarily  sojourning  in 
this  city  he  has  become  authentically  informed  ol  the  tacts 
recited  "in  the  subjoined  letter,  which  he  communicates  to 
us  under  a  sense  of  duty,  and  for  the  acciu-acy  ot  which  ho 
makes  himself  responsible.  Nothing  but  assurances  coming 
from  such  an  intelligent,  reliable  source  could  induce  us  to 
accept  the  authenticity  of  these  startling  statements,  which 
so  deeply  concern  not  only  the  welfare  but  the  honor  of  the 
Southern  people.  To  them  we  submit,  without  present 
comment,  the  programme  to  which  they  are  expected  to 
yield  their  implicit  adhesion,  without  any  scruples  of  con- 
science as  without  any  regard  to  then-  own  safety. 


The  Disunion  Programme. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Friday, 
January  11,  1861: 

The  subjoined  communication,  disclosing  tho  designs  of 
those  who  have  uudertaken  to  lead  the  movement  now 
threatening  a  permanent  dissolution  of  the  Union,  conies 
to  us  from  a  distinguished  citizen  of  the  Suuth,*  who  for- 

disclose  a  plan  of  wliich  ex-Governor  Price  was  likely 
aware: 

Twelflh,  That  in  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  Democ- 
racv  of  riiiladelpliia,  and,  so  far  as  we  kiiuw  it,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  dissolution  of  the  Union  by  the  separation  of  the 
whole  Suuth,  a  result  we  shall  most  sincerely  lament,  may 
release  this  Commonwealth  to  a  large  extent  from  the  bonds 
which  ni>w  connect  her  with  the  Confederacy,  except  so  far 
as  for  temporary  convenience  slie  chuoses  to  suliiuit  to  them, 
and  Wfiuld  authorize  and  require  her  citizens,  through  a 
convention,  to  be  assembled  fur  that  imrpuse,  to  determine 
with  wliom  her  lot  should  be  cast,  whether  with  the  North 
and  the  East,  whoso  fanaticism  has  [incipitatcd  tliis misery 
upon  us,  or  with  our  brethren  of  tlie  South,  whose  wrongs 
we  feel  as  our  own;  or  whetluT  Pennsylvania  should  stand 
by  herself,  as  a  distinct  community,  ready  when  occasion 
otTers  to  bind  together  the  broken  Union,  and  resume  her 
place  of  loyalty  and  devotion. 

*  Understood  to  be  Hon.  Lemuel  D.  Evans,  Representa- 
tive from  Texas  in  the  34th  Congress,  from  March  4, 1855, 
tfi  March  3, 1857. 


Washington,  January  9, 1861. 
I  charge  that  on  last  Saturday  night  a  caucus  was  held  in 
this  city  by  the  Southern  Secession  Senators  from  Flondi^ 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  ana 
Texas.  It  was  then  and  there  resolved  in  effect  to  assume 
to  themselves  the  political  power  of  the  South,  and,  to  con- 
trol  all  political  and  military  operations  for  the  present, 
they  telegraphed  to  complete  the  plan  of  seizing  forts,  ar-. 
senals,  and  custom-houses,  and  advised  the  conventions  now 
in  session,  and  soon  to  assemble,  to  pass  ordinances  for  im- 
mediate secession ;  but,  in  order  to  thwart  any  operations 
of  the  Government  here,  the  Conventions  of  the  seceding 
States  are  to  retain  their  representations  in  the  Senate  and 
the  House.  ,  .  ,  ,.        , 

They  also  ad\ised,  ordered,  or  directed  the  assembling  ol 
a  Convention  of  delegates  from  the  seceding  States  at 
Montt'omery  on  the  13th  of  February.  This  can  of  course 
only  be  done  by  the  revolutionary  Conventions  usiirping 
the  powers  of  the  people  and  sending  delegates  over  whom 
they  will  lose  all  control  in  the  establishment  of  a  l^o- 
vioual  Government,  which  is  the  plan  of  the  dictators. 

This  caucus  also  resolved  to  take  the  most  effectual  means 
to  dragoon  the  Legislatures  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Mis- 
souri Arkansas,  Texas,  and  Virginia  into  following  the  se- 
cedin"  States.  Maryland  is  also  to  be  influenced  by  such 
appeals  to  popular  passion  as  have  led  to  the  revolutionary 
steps  which  promise  a  conflict  with  the  State  and  Federal 
Governments  in  Texas.  „    „  ,,  <•  •„ 

They  have  possessed  themselves  of  all  the  avenues  ot  in- 
formation in  the  South— the  telegraph,  the  press,  and  the 
general  control  of  the  postmasters.  They  also  confidently 
rely  upon  defections  in  the  army  and  navy. 

The  spectacle  here  presented  is  startling  to  contemplate. 
Senators  entrusted  with  the  representative  sovereignty  of 
the  States,  and  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  while  yet  acting  as  the  privy  councillors  of 
the  President,  and  anxiously  looked  to  by  their  constitu- 
ents to  effect  some  practical  plan  of  adjustment,  delibei-- 
ately  conceive  a  conspiracy  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Gov- 
ernment through  the  military  organizations,  the  danger- 
ous secret  order,  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  "  Com- 
mittees of  Safety,"  Southern  leagues,  and  other  agencies 
at  their  command;  they  have  instituted  as  thorough  a 
military  and  civil  despotism  as  ever  cursed  a  maddened 

*^°it  is  not  difBcult  to  foresee  the  form  of  government  whicli 
a  convention  thus  hurriedly  thrown  together  at  Mont- 
gomery will  irrevocably  fasten  upon  a  deluded  and  unsus- 
pecting people.  It  must  essentially  be  "amonarchy  founded 
upon  military  principles,"  or  it  cannot  endure.  Those  who 
usurp  power  never  fail  to  forge  strong  chains. 

It  may  be  too  late  to  sound  the  alarm.  Nothing  may  be 
able  to  arrest  the  action  of  revolutionary  tribunals  whose 
decrees  are  principally  in  "  secret  sessions."  But  I  call 
upon  the  people  to  pause  and  reflect  before  they  are  forced 
to  surrender  every  principle  of  liberty,  or  to  fight  those 
who  are  becoming  their  masters  rather  than  then-  servants. 

As  confirming  the  intelligence  furnished  by  our  inform- 
ant we  may  cite  the  following  extract  from  the  Washing- 
ton correspondence  of  yesterday's  Baltimore  Sun  : 

"The  leaders  of  the  Southern  movement  are  consulting 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  consolidating  their  interests  into  a 
Confederacy  under  a  Provisional  Government.  The  pl.an  is 
to  make  Senator  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  Provisional  President, 
iind  Jeft'erson  Davis  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army  of  de- 
fence Mr  Hunter  possesses  in  a  more  eminent  degree  tho 
philosophical  characteristics  of  Jefferson  than  any  other 
statesman  now  living.  Colonel  Davis  is  agi'aduate  of  West 
Point  was  distinguished  tr.r  gallantry  at  Buena  Vista,  .and 
served  as  Secretary  of  War  under  President  Pierce,  and  is 
not  second  to  General  Scott  In  military  science  or  courage.  > 


The  Charleston  Mercury  of  January  7,  1860, 

published  the  following  telegraphic  dispatch  : 

[From  our  owr  Correspondent.] 

WAsniNCPTON,  Jan.  6.— Tho  Senators  from  those  of  the 

Southern  States  which  have  called  Conventions  of  their 
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people  met  in  caucus  last  night,  and  adopted  the  foUow'ing 
resolutions : 

"  Eesolved,  That  we  recommend  to  our  respective  States 
immediate  secession. 

"  Resnlved,  That  we  recom  -uend  the  holding  of  a  General 
Convention  of  the  said  Sta.es,  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  at  some  period  not  later  than  the 
15th  day  of  February,  18G1." 

These  resolutions  were  telejijaphed  this  evening  to  the 
Conventions  of  Alabama,  Mississiijpi,  and  Florida.  A  tliird 
resolution  is  also  known  to  have  been  adopted,  but  it  is  of 
a  confidential  character,  not  to  he  divulged  at  present.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  in  the  caucus  on  the  question 
of  wlietlier  the  seceding  States  ought  to  continue  their  del- 
egations in  Congress  till  the  4th  of  March,  to  prevent  un- 
friendly legislation,  or  whether  the  Representatives  of  the 
seceding  States  should  all  resign  together,  and  leave  a  clear 
field  to  the  Opposition  to  pass  such  bills,  looking  to  coer- 
cion, as  they  may  see  fit.  It  is  believed  that  the  opinion 
that  they  should  remain  prevailed. 

CERTAIN    "secret"    DOCUMENTS. 

LETTEE  FROM  D.  S.  SEUATOR  TULEE   OP    FLORIDA. 

Washington,  Jan.  7, 1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  On  the  other  side  is  a  copy  of  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  consultation  of  the  Senators  from  the  seceding 
States — in  which,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Texas,  Mississippi,  and  Florida  were  present. 

The  idea  of  the  meeting  was  that  the  States  should  go 
out  at  once,  and  provide  for  the  early  organization  of  a 
Confederate  Government,  not  later  tlian  15th  February. 
This  time  is  allowed  to  enable  Louisiana  and  Texas  to  parti- 
cipate. It  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  that  if  we  left  here,  force, 
loan,  and  volunteer  bills  might  be  passed,  which  would  put 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  immediate  condition  for  hostilities ;  whereas, 
by  remaining  in  our  places  until  the  4th  of  March,  it  is 
thought  we  can  keep  the  hands  of  Mr.  Buchanan  tied,  and 
disable  the  Republicans  from  effixting  any  legislation  wliich 
will  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  incoming  Administration. 

The  resolutions  will  be  sent  by  the  delegation  to  ttie 
President  of  the  Convention.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
Mr.  Mallory  this  morning.  Ilawkins  *  is  in  Connecticut.  I 
have  tlierefore  thought  it  best  to  send  you  this  copy  of  the 
resolutions. 

In  haste,  yours  truly,  D.  L.  YULEE. 

Joseph  Finegan,  Esq., 

"Sovereignty  Convention,''^  Tallahasec,  Fla. 

The  following  were  the  resolutions  referred 
to: 

Resolved  1.  That  in  our  opinion  each  of  the  Southern 
States  should,  as  soon  as  may  be,  secede  from  the  Union. 

Resolved  2.  That  provision  should  be  made  for  a  conven- 
tion to  organize  a  Confederacy  of  tlie  seceding  States,  tlie 
convention  to  meet  not  later  than  the  15th  of  Februarj-,  at 
the  city  of  Montgomery,  in  tlie  State  of  Alabama. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  tlie  hostile  legislation  that  is 
threatened  against  the  seceding  States,  and  which  may  be 
consummated  before  the  4tli  of  March,  we  ask  instructions 
whether  the  delegations  are  to  remain  in  Congress  until 
that  date  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  such  legislation. 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  committee  bo  and  are  hereby  appointed, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Davis,  Slidell,  and  Mallory,  to  carry 
out  the  objects  of  this  meeting. 

The  preceding  letter  was  found  in  Fernan- 
diua,  Florida,  upon  the  capture  of  that  city  in 
the  winter  of  1862,  and  the  orginal  letter  was 
forwarded  to  the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Times  by 
its  correspondent  who  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition. The  Times  of  Saturday,  March  15, 
1862,  comments  on  this  development: 

The  telegraphic  columns  of  the  Times  of  January  7, 18CI, 
contained  the  following  Washington  despatch  :."The  South- 
ern Senators  last  night  (Jan.  5)  held  a  conference,  and  tel- 
egraphetl  to  the  conventions  of  their  respective  States  to 
advise  immediate  secession."  Now,  the  present  letter  is  a 
report  by  Mr.  Yulee,  who  was  present  at  this  "consultii- 
tion,"  as  he  calls  it,  of  the  resolutions  adopted  on  this  oc- 
casion, transmitted  to  the  said  Finegan,  who,  by  the  way, 
was  a  member  of  the  "  Sovereign  Couvcnliou"  ol  Florida, 
then  sitting  in  the  town  of  Tallahassee. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  tliat  this  remarkable  letter,  which 
breathes  throughout  the  spirit  of  the  conspirator,  in  rea'ity 
lets  us  into  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  numerous  se- 
cret conclaves  which  the  plotters  of  treason  then  held  in 
the  capital.  It  was  then,  as  it  appears,  that  they  deter- 
mined to  strike  the  blow  and   precipitate  their  States  into 


•  The  Representative  from  Florida. 


secession.  But  at  the  same  time  they  resolved  that  it  would 
be  imprudent  for  them  openly  to  withdraw,  as  in  that  case 
Congress  might  Vass  "  force,  loan,  and  volunteer  bills, 
which  would  put  Mr.  Lincoln  in  immediate  condition  for 
hostilities."  No,  no  I  that  would  not  do.  (So  much  patri- 
otic virtue  they  half  suspected,  half  feared  was  left  iu  the 
country.)  On  the  contrary,  "by  remaining  in  our  places 
until  the  4th  of  March  it  is  thought  we  can  keep  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Buchanan  tied,  and  disable  the  Republicans  from 
effecting  any  legislation  which  will  strengthen  the  bands  of 
the  incoming  Administration."  Ah  1  what  a  tragic  back- 
ground, full  of  things  unutterable,  is  there  there  ! 

It  appears,  however,  that  events  were  faster  than  they, 
and  instead  of  being  able  to  retain  their  seats  up  to  the  4th 
of  March,  they  were  al  de  to  remain  but  a  very  few  weeka. 
Jlr.  Da\is  withdrew  on  the  21st  of  January — just  a  fort- 
night after  this  "consultation."  But  for  tlie  rest,  msrk 
how  faithfully  the  programme  here  drawn  up  by  tliis  knot 
of  traitors  in  secret  session  was  realized.  Each  of  the 
named  States  representc d  liy  this  cabal  did,  " as  soon  as 
may  be,  secede  from  the  Union  " — the  Mississippi  Conven- 
tion passing  its  ordinance  on  the  heels  of  the  receipt  of 
these  resolutions,  on  the  0th  of  January;  Florida  and  Ala- 
bama on  the  11th ;  Louisiana  on  the  26th,  and  Texas  on  tlie 
1st  of  February ;  while  the  "  organization  of  the  Confede- 
rate Government "  tooli  place  at  the  very  time  appointed, 
Davis  being  inaugurated  on  the  18th  of  F'ebruary. 

And  hero  is  another  jdot  of  the  traitors  brought  to  light. 
These  verj'  men,  on  willidra\ving  from  the  Senate,  urged 
that  they  were  doing  so  in  obedience  to  the  command  of 
their  respeetive  States.  As  Mr.  Davis  put  it,  in  his  parting 
speech,  "  the  ordinance  of  secession  having  passed  the 
Convention  of  his  State,  he  felt  obliged  to  obey  the  sum- 
mons, and  retire  from  all  official  connection  with  the  Fed- 
eral Government."'  This  letter  of  Mr.  Vulee's  clearly  re- 
veals that  they  had  themselves  pushed  their  State  Conven- 
tions to  the  adoption  of  the  very  measure  which  tliey  had 
tlie  hardihood  to  put  forward  as  an  imperious  "  summons  " 
which  they  could  not  disobey.  It  is  thus  that  treason  did 
its  work. 

Mr.  James  L.  Pugh,  member  of  Congress  from 
Alabama,  in  a  letter,  Nov.  24,  1860 — "made 
public  his  reasons  for  going  to  Washington,  " 
and  taking  his  seit  in  Congress.  He  says : 
"  The  sole  object  of  my  visit  is  to  promote  the 
cause  of  secession." 


Douglas's  Farewell  Words. 

^  IN  CHICAGO  May  1,  1861. 

The  election  of  Jlr.  Lincoln  is  a  mere  pretext.  The  pre* 
ent  secession  movemcHt  is  tlio  result  of  an  enormous  con- 
spiracy formed  more  than  a  year  since — formed  by  leaders 
in  the  Southern  Confederacy  more  than  twelve  months  ago. 
Tliey  use  the  slavery  rpiestion  as  a  means  to  aid  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  ends.  They  desired  the  election  of  a 
northern  candidate  by  a  sectional  vote,  in  order  to  show  that 
the  two  sections  cannot  live  together.  When  the  history  of 
tlie  two  years  from  the  Lecompton  question  down  to  the 
Presidential  election  shall  be  written,  it  will  be  shown  that 
the  scheme  was  deliberately  made  to  break  up  this  Union. 

Tliey  desired  a  northern  Republican  to  be  elected  by  a 
purely  northern  vote,  and  tlieii  assign  this  fact  as  a  reason 
why  the  sections  cannot  live  together.  If  thodisunion  can- 
didate in  the  late  Presidential  contest  hud  carried  the  uni- 
ted South,  their  scheme  was,  the  northern  candidate  suc- 
cessful, to  seize  the  Capital  hist  spring,  and  liy  a  united 
South  and  divided  North,  hold  it.  Their  scheme  was  de- 
feated, in  the  defeat  of  the  disunion  candidates  in  several 
of  the  southern  States. 

But  this  is  no  time  for  a  detail  of  causes.  The  conspiracy 
is  now  liuown  ;  armies  have  been  raised,  war  is  levied  to  ac- 
complish it.  There  are  only  two  sides  to  tlie  question.  Every 
man  must  be  for  the  United  States  or  against  it.  There  can 
bo  no  neutrals  in  this  wai' ;  only  patriots  o^'lrailors!  (Cheer 
after  cheer.) 

The  Conspiracy  in  Maryland. 

On  page  152,  the  arrest  of  Marshal  Kane* 


*  Marshal  Kane,  on  his  way  to  burn  the  bridges  on  the 
railroads  to  Philadelphia  and  to  llarrisburg,  sent  this  tele- 
gram for  troops : 

MARSHAL  KANE'S  DESPATCH  TO  BRADLEY  T.  JOHNSON,  OF 
FREDERICK. 

Baltimore,  April  19,  1861. 
Thank  you  for  your  offer  ;  bring  your  men  in  by  the  first 
train,  and  we  will  arrange  with  tJie  railroad  afterwards. 


THE   CONSPIRACY   OF   DISUNION. 
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and  the  Board  of  Police  of  Baltimore  in  June, 
1861,  by  General  Banks,  is  noticed.  After  their 
arrest,  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  during 
the  "  reign  of  terror  "  in  Baltimore  were  found, 
from  which  these  interesting  extracts  are  taken : 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  "  MINUTES  "  OF  THE  POUCE  COMMISSION- 
ERS OF  BALTIMORE,  AND  FROM  THEIR  LETTER  BOOK  ;  FOUND 
IN  THEIR  OFFICE  AFTER  THEIR  ARREST  BY  GENERAL  BANKS. 

1S61,  April  19th,  20th,  and  21st— No  entry. 

April  22d — After  debate,  Resolved,  Tliat  notice  be  imme- 
diately given  of  election  for  Legislature  on  Wednesday  24th 
April,  and  the  sheriff  be  requested  to  unite  in  giving  the 
necessary  call  therefor. 

The  Board  declared  itself  to  be  in  permanence.  D.  J. 
Foley  &  Bros.'  powder  purchased,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
same  and  all  other  powder  to  be  purchased  committed  to 
0:il.  Isaac  Trimlde.*  Henry  Thompson,  Esq.,  appointed 
Qiiartermastor  General,  to  act  under  the  Mayor.f 

Order  passed  to  prevent  the  transportation  of  provisions 
without  special  permission.  Colonel  Trimble  appointed  to 
enforce  the  order. 

Charles  Pitts  J  appeared  and  offered  200  to  .300  negroes  to 
perform  any  service  which  the  authorities  may  call  on  them 
to  do.  The  Mayor  returns  thanks,  and  assures  them  they 
shall  be  called  on  when  any  occasion  arises  when  their  ser- 
vices can  be  availed  of. 

Coleman  Yellott  ^  authorized  to  charter  a  steamer  to  sum- 
mon the  members  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Unnecessary  parades  forbidden  in  the  streets. 
Extract  from  a  note  from  Col.  Trimble  to  Howard,  Presi- 
dent of  tlie  Board,  found  among  the  papers  : 

"The  display  of  military  will  be  a  sorry  one  as  to  the 
strength  of  the  military  of  the  city,  and  calculated  to  dis- 
hearten our  own  citizens,  and  if  represented  abroad  will 
rather  invite  and  encourage  attempts  from  the  north  to  defy 
us  and  pass  tlu-ough  the  city,  whereas  without  this  display 
many  will  think  that  the  milit;iry  force  of  the  city  is  much 
sti'onger  than  it  really  is." 

Order  passed  authorizing  Col.  Trimble  to  permit  steam- 
boats to  leave  for  the  eastern  shore,  to  and  below  the  Sassa- 
fras river,  upon  condition  that  in  going  and  returning  they 
shall  not  stop  at  Annapolis. 

April  23.  U.  S.  Ship  Alleghany, 

Baltijioke,  April  23, 1S61. 
Charles  Howard,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Police. 

Sir:  Having  occasion  to  employ  a ste.omtug  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  author- 
ize me  to  use  one  this  day  in  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  and 
the  adjacent  waters. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

WM.  W.  HUNTER,  Com.  U.S.JY. 

Respectfully  declined. 

Communication  from  Col.  Trimble  in  regard  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  Alleghany.  Answer  given  through  Charles 
Wethered,  that  the  matter  was  attended  to,  and  the  removal 
forbidden.  " 

Mr.  Zenas  Barnum  called  in  regard  to  repairing  the  tele- 
graph wires  on  the  road  to  Philadelphia;  no  action  deter- 
mined on.  Mr.  Barnum  was  informed  that  no  communica- 
Uons  can  pass  over  the  wires  for  Was/iinr/ton,  wliether  for  the 
War  Department  or  citizens,  without  being  subjected  to  the 
inspection  of  the  police  board. 

Commissary  Lee  applied  for  permission  to  convey  pro- 
visions into  Fort  McIIenry.  He  was  informed  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  ensuring  him  protection  in  carrying  provisions 
to  the  fort  during  the  present  excitement  of  public  feeling. 

Application  received  from  Mr.  Clarke,  Superintendent  of 
the  Northern  Central  Railroad,  for  permission  to  rebuild 
the  bridges  [which  had  been  destroyed  by  Kane  on  the  night 
of  the  19th]  at  Melville  and  the  Relay  House.  This  vias 
refused. 

Streets  red  with  Maryland  bloodi  Send  expresses  over  the 
mountains  and  valleys  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  for  the 
riflemen  to  come  without  delay.  Fresh  hordes  will  be  down 
on  us  to-moiTow,  (the  20th.)    We  will  fight  them  or  die. 

GEO.  P.  KANE. 

This  was  posted  in  Frederick,  with  a  placard  as  follows, 
Bigaed  by  Brudley  T.  Johnson: 

All  men  who  will  go  with  me  will  report  themselves  as  soon 
as  possible;  providing  themselves  with  such  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements as  tliey  can.  Double  barrelled  shot  guns  and 
buck-shot  are  efficient.  They  will  assemble  after  reporting 
themselves  at  10>^  o'clock.soas  to  go  down  in  the  ll>^train. 

*  Now  Major  General  in  rebel  service,  and  a  prisoner  in 
our  hands,  captured  at  Gettysburg. 

t  The  Mayor  was  one  of  the  Board. 

J  Elected  to  the  Legislature  at  tte  election  of  24th  April. 

2  Member  of  the  State  Senate. 


Application  by  Messrs.  Tucker  [British  subjects]  to  com- 
plete the  loading  of  the  Queen  Victoria,  [British.]  In  reply 
were  im'ormed  that  instructions  would  be  given  to  Col. 
Trimble  to  permit  the  Queen  Victoria  to  depart  with  her 
present  loading,  but  that  no  other  articles  prohibited  to  be 
removed  from  the  city  can  be  permitted  to  be  shipped  on 
board  the  vessel.  American  vessels  partly  laden  sliall  not 
depart  without  I'urthM-  and  distinct  action  being  taken  by 
the  board. 

The  following  were  loose  papers  accompanying  th« 
"  minutes"  but  not  recorded: 

1.  Despatch  by  Morse's  line,  dated 

"Harper's  Ferry,  1S61. 
Received  Baltimore  22, 1861." 
To  PoucE  Commissioners  : 
I  want  to  communicate.    What  have  you  to  say  ? 
KENTON  HARPER, 
[Rebel]    Commanding. 

2.  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Telegram,  dated 

Harper's  Ferry,  April  22, 1861. 
Received  11  o'clock,  8  min.,  A.  M. 
To  W.  U.  Gatchell,  Police  Commissioner : 
Very  satisfactory  interview  here  with  General  Harper. 
C.  J.  M.  GWINN. 

3.  Memorandum  in  pencil— omited  in  the  "  minutes :" 

April  23, 1S61. 

"Telegraphed  General  Harper,  Harper's  Ferry,  to  the 
effect,  that  the  town  is  quiet,  expressing  thanks  for  hia 
comm*iication,  and  promising  to  let  him  know  when  any 
exigency  requiring  it  shall  arise;  mentioning  that  Gwinn 
had  been  seen  by  us." 

Gwinn  reported  ■'  six  thousand  men  ready  to  come  down." 

4.  Another  memorandum : 

"Gwinn  asserts  that  six  thousand  troops  are  atllarver's 
Ferry." 

April  25.* 

"  All  police  officers  and  others  in  the  employ  of  the  Board, 
and  all  other  parties  whatsoevei',  are  requested  to  offer  no 
obstruction  to  the  running  of  the  trains."  (i.  «.,  to  Wash- 
ington.) 

In  a  letter  to  John  Garrett,  Esq.,  Col.  Trimble  directed 
to  allow  and  gi-ant  facility  for  the  transportation  of  40kega 
of  powder  to  be  used  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroiul 
Company  in  Virginia. 

Restrictions  on  the  export  of  provisions,  breadstuffs,  and 
bituminous  coal,  removed. 

Propositions  to  repair  the  telegraphic  lines  to  Cockeys- 
ville,  and  also  to  Havre  de  Grace  and  Belair,  were  declined. 

AiTpointment  made  wilh  Col.  Trimble  and  Gen.  Thomp- 
son by  the  Mayor  and  Board,  for  6  p.  m.,  to  consider  and 
determine  certain  matters  m  reference  to  the  disbursement 
of  moneys  under  the  ordinance,  appropriating  8500,000. 

Col.  Huger  furnished  plans  and  specifications  for  a  bomb- 
proof. 

Letter  from  General  Stewart  f  found  among  the  papers  : 

Axril  22, 1861. 

"My  Dear  Howard  :  I  will  endeavor  to  put  on  duty  the 
same  company  of  cavalry  that  was  ordered  out  last  night.  J 
I  know  not  what  to  think  of  the  rumors  from  Annapi^lis  ; 
but  if  the  Massachusetts  troops  are  on  the  march  from  that 
place  to  Washington,  I  shall  be  in  motion  very  early  to- 
morrow morning  to  pay  my  respects  to  them,  of  course 
making  arrangements  for  an  adequate  force  being  here  in 
my  absence." 

letter  FROM  the  SECRETARY   OF  THE  MAYOR  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 
OF  POUCE  BOARD. 

Mayor's  Office,  April  23, 1861. 
CHARLE.S  Howard,  Esq. : 

Dear  Sir  :  A  messenger  from  Virginia  called  to  inform 
the  Mayor  that  Senator  Mason  will  be  in  the  city  either  on 
to-raorrow  evening  or  the  next  day,  and  wishes  an  inter- 
view with  Governor  Pratt,  Hon.  Robert  McLean,  and  J. 
Mason  Campbell.  Respectfully, 

D.  H.  BLANCHARD,        * 
Secretary. 
April  26 — Colonel  Kane  reports  that  the  powder  purchased 
by  Colonel  Trimble's  orders,  and  stored  in  a  church  in  the 
west  end,  has  been  ordered  to  be  transferred  to  Vicker's 
house. 
Negroes  said  to  be  offering  northern  notes  (/)    General 


*  The  day  after  the  election  for  members  of  House  of 
Delegates,  when  but  9,000  votes  were  cast,  of  the  30,000  in 
Baltimore. 

t  Stewart  was  Major  General  of  the  5th  Division  Maryland 
militia;  is  now  in  the  rebel  service  and  our  prisoner,  hav- 
mg  been  c;iptured  in  one  of  the  battles  of  the  WiUerness. 

J  To  take  Fort  McHenry. 
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Ing  reports  a  fi^volving  cannon*  in  ^^'Uliam  Wilkens  &  Go's, 
warehouse.  But  Colonel  Uuger  and  Koss  Wiuaus  do  not 
approve  of  SDch  batteries. 

Application  made  for  permission  to  repair  telegraph  lines 
to  Havre  do  Grace.  Granted ;  it  being  understood  that  the 
board  shall  have  cognizance  of  all  communications  made  by 
the  American  Telegraph  Company.     (Letter  Book, /oKo  97.) 

Certain  directors  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and 
Baltimore  railroad  [O'Donnell,  Pratt,  Cohen,  and  T.  Douel- 
6on]  ask  for  the  privilege  of  reconstructing  the  bridges  and 
rei)airing  the  rails  upon  their  road,  [destroyed  by  Marshal 
Kane.]  They  .assumed  that  a  promise  could"  be  had  by  them 
from  the  Get  eral  Government  not  to  ask  for  the  passage  of 
troops  over  <  be  road.  Answer  given  that  they  should  first 
learn  what  tjne  would  be  required  for  repairing  the  road, 
and  what  asi  nrance  they  could  get  from  the  G  o  vernment  that 
troops  shall  not  seek  that  means  of  transportation,  and  titen 
that  the  apj  iicatimi  for  permission  to  rebuild  the  road  shall 
he  renewed  '«  the  board. 

Prohibit:  an  to  remove  flour  and  breadstuffs  re-onacted.f 

April  27  ISQl— Full  Board  and  Mayor. 

Resigna  Ion  of  David  Daneker  and  William  T.  Dutler,  of 
the  police  rorce,  received. 

daneker's  lettee. 

To  THE  Rjard  of  Police  : 

Gents  I  hereby  tender  my  resignation  as  a  member  of 
the  police  force  of  Baltimore.  Aa  an  American  citizen  I 
cannot  Cjndescend  to  pull  down  the  American  flag. 

DAVID  DANEKEK,J  26th  April. 

Colon*l  Trimble  instructed  to  allow  shipments  of  bread- 
stuffs,  ic,  in  limited  quantities,  within  the  S^tate  ;  must 
use  his  -liscretion  :  "  Keep  a  list  of  parties  shipping  the  ar- 
ticles, and  quantities,  and  make  daily  reports." 

Gene,  al  Stewart  appeared  and  stated  that  he  had  infor- 
mation of  2,000  stand  of  arms  having  arrived  at  Camden 
Station,  (Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,;  which  he  claimed  as 
officer  .if  the  State. 

Reply,  (Letter  Book,  page  111:) 

"  A  gentleman  representing  the  house  of  W.  T.  Walters 
&  Co.,  has  just  called.  Their  house  has  bill  of  lading  for  the 
arms,  and  desires  to  hand  them  over  to  the  police  depot 
solely  for  safe-keepinc." 

April  28th— General  Stewart  notifies  the  Board  that  2,000 
guns  were  yesterday  morning  at  Harper's  Ferry,  awaiting 
his  orders,  and  that  ho  had  given  directions  for  them  to  be 
forwarded  to  his  orders. 

LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  STEWART  TO  THE  BOARD. 

Headquarters,  1st  Lioht  Division,  M.  V. 
Baltimore,  2d  May,  1861. 
To  the  Board  of  Police  op  the  city  of  Baltimore  : 

GiNTS :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  lay  before  you  the  official 
dispatches  of  Governor  Letcher,  of  21th  April,  addressed  to 
me.  and  several  other  communications  between  myself  and 
Major  General  Kenton  Harper,  commanding  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  as  well  as  Brigadier  General  Cocke,  commanding  at 
Al«.^and.-ia,  all  showing  that  the  5,000  flint  lock  gnns  fur- 
nieied  by  the  State  of  Virginia  are  for  the  use  of  Maryland, 
and  are  destined  to  be  delivered  to  my  order. 

Understanding  that  2,0J()  of  these  arms,  wliich  arrived  two 
or  three  days  ago  from  Harper's  Ferry,  consigned  to  Mr. 
W.  T.  Walters,  (but  contrary  to  the  iustructions  of  Major 
General  Harper,  as  ho  assures  me  in  a  dispatch,)  are  now  in 
a  warehouse  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Gay  streets,  occu- 
pied by  your  Board  or  by  the  city  authorities,  I,  as  the  <ffi- 
cjr  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  commanding  here,  and  agent 
of  the  State,  to  whom  the  arms  were  destined,  require  that 
the  whole  be  delivered  to  my  order,  it  being  understooil 
that  I  assume  the  responsibility  of  receiving  those  arms  on 
account  of  the  State  of  Maryland.  You  are  aware  that  upon 
special  application  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  companies  of  Cal- 
Tert  county,  I  agreed  to  delivery  of  120  of  those  arms." 

Extract  from  the  reply  of  the  Commissioners  (C.  Howard)  to 
General  Stewart — same  date. 
"  And  you  having  alno  understood  that  a  gentleman  now 
in  Frederick  has  full  power  to  control  or  alter  the  destina- 
tion of  them,  we  were  nnwilling  to  exercise  any  authority 
over  them.  I  showed  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  that  gen- 
tleman from  whorci  T  have  yet  no  reply." 


*  This  was  aft&nvards  captured  en  route  for  Harper's 
Ferry. 

t  The  argurrioi^t  of  the  rebels  then  was  that  otherwise 
Government  woujd  suddenly  buy  up  and  remove  all  the  sup- 
plies. 
^  # 

J  It  had  been  determined  to  suppress  the  American  flag, 
and  the  miiitary  had  been  i)ut  in  array  to  put  thi.s  through  ; 
▼i<le  J'ft'pra  fioin  Stewart  to  Howard,  20th  April,  aad  the 
replj««  67  the  Board  in  Letter  Book. 


Letter  referred  to,  Letter  Book,  page  116,  to  Senator  Ma- 
son, dated  April  .^0,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  I 
have  hud  a  good  deal  of  annoyance  in  consequence  of  the 
:  irreg-ular  manner  in  which  some  of  our  townsmen  obtained 
I  in  your  State  some  arms.  I  do  not  question  their  motives, 
but  it  was  unfortunate  that  we  had  no  information  of  what 
had  been  done  by  them  until  we  learned  it  from  you.  Can 
you  inform  me  whether  these  arms  mentioned  by  General 
Harper  are  a  part  of  the  original  quantity  mentioned  by 
you,  and  of  which  I  understand  you  have  full  power  to  con- 
trol the  destination? 

If  so,  do  you  desire  General  Stewart,  as  a  military  officer 
of  the  State,  to  receive  them  for  its  use  ? 

(Signed)  •   CHARLES  HOWARD. 

governor  Letcher's  letter  to  general  stew  art. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  called  this  morning  to  see  you,  having  re- 
ceived a  fhspatch  from  J.  S.  Barbour,  Esq.,  Alexandria,  giv- 
ing information  respecting  matters  in  Baltimore.  I  have 
issued  an  order  to  General  Harper  to  send  1,000  stand  ol 
ai-ms  to  General  Stewai't.  Stirring  times  in  your  State. 
Truly,  JOHN  LETCHER. 

THE  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  §500,000. 

This  ordinance  (No.  22)  was  approved  April 
20,  1861,  and  a  portion  of  the  money  expended. 
The  following  report,  made  April  4th,  1862, 
shows  how : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  "to  examine 
and  dispose  of  all  papers  and  vouchers  relating  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  under  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  city,  approved 
April  20th,  1861,  to  inquire  and  report  what  has  become  of 
the  articles  then  purchased  and  in  whose  possession  they 
now  are,  and  also  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  bal- 
ance of  the  funds  nowin  the  city  treasury,"  have  discharged 
the  duty  imposed  upon  them,  and  submit  to  the  Councils 
the  following  report,  with  accompanying  resolutions: 

The  duties  imposed  upon  the  committee  were  three-fold; 
first,  to  examine  and  dispose  of  all  papers  and  vouchers  re- 
lating to  the  expenditure  of  money,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  ordinance  specified ;  secondly,  to  inquire  and  report 
what  has  become  of  the  articles  thus  purchiised,  and  in 
whose  possession  they  now  are ;  and  thirdly,  to  decide  what 
disposition  sliall  be  made  of  the  balance  of  the  funds  now 
in  the  city  treasury. 

On  the  first  head,  your  committee  have  to  report  that  no 
"  papers  "  have  come  under  their  cognizance,  except  a  note 
addressed  by  Col.  Henry  A.  Thompson  to  the  Mayor,  which 
accompanied  a  statement  of  his  agency,  in  the  capacity  of 
Quartermaster  General,  in  the  disbursement  of  $38,000  of 
the  money  in  question,  and  in  which  he  claims  to  have 
saved  a  considerable  sum  for  the  city  treasury,  by  eflbrts  to 
prevent  lavish  expenditure,  and  by  annulling  numerous 
contracts  and  returning  many  articles  already  delivered. 

Your  committee  regard  it  as  a  cause  of  profound  regret, 
that  such  an  agency  had  not  been  earlier  in  action;  but  it 
is  due  to  the  gentleman  referred  to,  to  say,  that  he  appears 
to  have  '-performed  the  difficult  duties  confided  to  him, 
with  fidelity  and  discretion.  Acknowledgments  are  also 
due  to  Col.  Thompson,  for  a  coiu-teous  note,  tendering  any 
assistance  in  his  power,  in  the  examination  of  the  "  vouch- 
ers," so  far  as  his  agency  was  concerned;  but  no  occasion 
has  arisen  for  making  use  of  the  proffered  aid. 

The  "  vouchers,"  as  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  commit- 
tee by  the  city  Register,  have  been  carefully  examined,  and 
found  to  be  in  due  form,  authenticated  by  the  parties  hav- 
ing control  of  affairs  at  that  period,  and  accounting  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  gross  amount  reported,  allowing  for 
interest  and  the  balance  on  hand.  Each  account  has  been 
singly  inspected,  the  objects  of  expenditure  have  been 
classified,  and  present  the  results  stated  below. 

Having  served  the  purposes  of  j'our  committee  in  afford- 
ing the  points  of  information  it  was  necessary  to  obtain, 
no  other  disposition  of  them  seems  necessary  than  to  n*- 
store  them  to  the  custody  of  the  city  officer,  in  whose 
charge  they  properly  belong,  as  vouchers  for  disbureements 
under  the  ordinance. 

The  labors  of  your  committee  under  the  second  head  of 
instructions,  "to  inquire  and  report  what  has  become  of 
the  articles  then  purchased,  and  in  whose  possession  they 
now  are,"  have  resulted  in  the  following  classified  summary 
of  expenditures  for  different  objects: 

SUMMARY. 

Arms,  ammunition,  &c $34,174  74 

Blankets,  mattresses,  &c 2,825  67 

Surgical  instruments  and  medicines 99  37 

Marine  and  navy  (embracing  hire  and  altera- 
tions of  steamers,  and  wages  of  men) 5,461  31 
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Carpenters,  bricklayers,  materials,  &c $2,568  05 

Rations 9,9U  39 

Pay  of  officers  and  men.  : 7,736  30 

Horse  and  hack  hire,  and  hauling  arms 3,472  86 

Advertising,  stationery,  &c.  234  78 

Bent  of  armories  and  repairs 1,748  02 

Workmen  on  parks,  bj'  resolution,  approved 

June  11, 1861 8,508  19 

Poor  Association,  for  use  of  indigent  widows, 

sewing  women,  &c 2,000  00 

Interest 5,775  56 

Cash  in  Bank 24,576  86 


Total $99,096  00 

From  the  above  summary  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expend- 
itures for  "  Arms  and  ammunition "  reached  the  large 
amount  of  nearly  S25,000.  The  articles  purchased  include 
fixtures  for  cannon,  carbines,  rifles,  muskets,  pistols,  swords, 
Bpoars,  drtims,  canister  and  grape  shot,  bullets,  lead,  pow- 
der, cartridges,  caps  and  other  kindred  materials,  the  pre- 
cise number  and  quantities  of  which,  as  nearly  as  could  be 
ascertained,  are  given  in  the  two  following  schedules : 

1,217  carbines,  from  F.  W.Bennett. 
407  Hall's  patent  rifles,  from  Denson  &  Buck. 
80  carbines,  from  Denson  &  Buck. 

6  cutlasses,  from  Denson  &  Buck. 

12  gun  carriages,  from  A.  &  W.  Denmead  &  Son. 
8^85  iron  spears,  from  A.  &  W.  Denmead  &  Son. 

2  muskets,  from  Levi  Cromwell. 
16  pistols,  from  ^Xm.  Harris. 

302  pikes,  from  Hayward,  Bartlett  &  Co. 
is  guns,  from  T.  Foy. 
9  pistols,  from  Merrill,  Thomas  &  Co. 

12  flasks,  from  Merrill,  Thomas  &  Co. 
4  ship  pistols,  from  Levi  Cromwell. 
1  sword,  from  Canfield,  Bro.  &  Co. 

414  pikes,  from  George  Page  &  Co. 

7  revolvers,  from  C.  Schumaker. 

3  drams,  from  —  Eisenbrandt. 

AMMUNITION. 

—  —  lbs.  powder,  (value  S4,526)  from  Foley  &  Bro. 
8,194  lbs.  canister  shot,  from  A.  W.  Denmead  &  Son. 
119   "    musket  balls,    "     Levi  Cromwell. 
21,000  caps,  from  Cugle  &  Co. 

1  keg  rifle  powder,  from  F.  Devlin. 

2  bags  balls,  from  F.  Devlin. 
2,000  caps,  from  F.  Devlin. 

4,958  lbs.  lead,  from  Baltimore  Water  Board. 
200  blank  cartridges,  from  Green  &  Yoe. 
2  boxes  caps,  from  Green  &  Yoe. 
1  bag  shot,  from  Green  &  Yoe. 

113  yards  flannel,  for  cartridges,  from ^^ 

10,000  ball  cartridges,  from  Wm.  Ilairis. 
10,860  do  do  do 

800  do  do    Hoff'man. 

do  do    Poultney  &  Trimble. 

429  cylinders  for  6-pound  guns,  from  0.  H.  Cromwell. 

86  lbs.  antimony,  for  balls,  from  Regester  &  Wobb. 
102  lbs.  tin,  for  balls,  do  do 

102,000  caps,  from  Merrill,  Thomas  &  Co. 

13  bags  and  14  lbs.  balls,  from  Merchants'  Shot  Tower. 
3,031  cartridges,  from  Merrill,  Thomas  &  Co. 

8  boxes  cartridges,  from  Merrill,  Thomas  &  Co. 
30,000  caps,  do  do 

349  lbs.  of  lead,  from  John  Rodgers. 
7,740  lbs.  cannon  balls,  from  Denson  &  Buck. 
473  cylinders,  do  do 

54  lbs.  match  rope       do  do 

The  expenditures  for  "  Blankets,  Mattresses,  &c.,"  were 
$2,825  57 ;  and  the  articles  purchased  were  aa  follows: 

BLANKETS,  MATTRESSES,  ETC. 

445  blankets,  from  Whitely,  Stone  &  Co.,  and  others. 

540  straps,        do  do  do  do 

425  flannel  shirts,  from  John  H.  Rea,  and  others. 

22.3  mattresses,  from  C.  S.  Frey  &  Co.,  A.  Pollack,  and  others. 

240  pillows,        do  do  do  do 

400  caps,  from  White  &  Rosenberg. 

1  desk,  10  chairs,  1  washstand,  by  S.  S.  Lee. 

For  "  Surgical  Instruments,  ic,"  the  expenditures,  con- 
Bldering  the  formidable  nature  of  the  preparations,  oft'ensive 
and  defensive,  were  moderate,  reaching  only  the  sum  of 
$99  37 ;  and  of  this  amount  a  portion  is  for  damage  to  in- 
Btruments  returned.    The  list  of  these  articles  is  here  given : 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS  AND  MEDICINES. 

3  tourniquets,  ordered  by  Dr.  Robinson. 
6  ternaculums,    do  do 

2  bullet  forceps,  do 

Sponges,  Wadding,  Muslin,  Spirits,  &c. 

Having  thus  ascertained  what  articles  had  been  pur- 
chased, your  committee  proceeded  "  to  inquire  what  has 


become  of  them,  and  in  whose  possession  they  now  are." 
This  investigation  was  attended  with  considerable  dilBculty, 
owing  to  the  various  changes  which  have  taken  place  since 
the  period  of  the  purchases ;  the  abdication  of  the  former 
Police  Commissioners,  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  the  substi- 
tution of  tlie  United  States  Provost  JIarshal  and  his  police 
force,  and  the  seizure,  by  way  of  precaution,  by  the  United 
States,  of  arms  and  military  materials  stored  in  different 
parts  of  the  city.  Many  articles  and  equipments  have  un- 
doubtedly disappeared;  but  your  committee  are  enabled  to 
present  the  following  list  of  arms  and  other  articles,  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  James  L.  McPhail,  Deputy  Provost  Marshal, 
%Yhich  will  account  for  a  portion  of  the  articles.  Identifi- 
cation of  those  purchased  was,  of  coturse,  impossible: 
38  rifles,  found  at  the  old  City  Hall. 
3  single  barrel  shot  guns. 

1  double    do  do 
27  single     do  do 

2  double    do  do 
2  rifles. 

49  Hall's  carbines. 
7  U.  S.        do 
2  Hall's  rifles. 
1  percussion  musket. 

1  ship  gun. 

2  six  pound  field  pieces,  inoaiitod« 
2  field  pieces,  complete. 

20  rounds  of  canister  shot. 
26    do  grape        do 

1}^  tons  do  do 

1  lot  of  24  and  32  lb.  shot. 
10  mattresses. 
33  pillows. 
37  blankets. 

6  sheets. 
25  pillow-cases. 

6  beds. 

9  doz.  boxes  Hicks's  hat  caps. 

Of  the  above  articles,  (your  committee  are  informed  by 
Mr.  McPhail,)  the  beds  and  bedding  were  distributed  to  tho 
several  station-houses,  they  having  been  found,  on  taking 
possession,  to  be  generally  destitute  of  such  articles,  and 
those  found  being  in  bad  repair  and  very  dirty.  Besides 
the  bedding  thus  appropriated,  a  considerable  number  of 
mattresses,  some  tin  ware,  &c.,  were  transferred,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  mayor,  to  the  warden  of  the  jail,  for  use 
at  that  institution,  where  they  were  much  needed.  A  por- 
tion of  the  arms  purchased  by  the  parties  who  had  control 
of  affairs  during  the  period  of  the  "crisis  "  are  still  at  Fort 
McHenry,  where  they  were  placed  after  seiziu-e  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  authorities.  According  to  a  retm-u  made  to  the 
mayor  on  the  12th  of  August,  1861,  by  Samuel  W.  Eowen, 
Captain  of  tlie  Middle  District  Station,  the  following  arms, 
taken  by  order  of  General  Butler  from  the  corner  of  Gay 
and  Second  streets,  were  then  at  Fort  McUenry : 

58  boxes,  marked  "  Va.  muskets,"  20  in  each  box 1,1G0 

15      "  "  "    Armory,  do.  800 

40  Hall's  carbines,  20  in  each  box  and  141  loose 941 

13  Hall's  rifles,  "  74    "    334 

46  Millie  muskets,  percussion  locks 46 

38  old  muskets, flintlocks 38 

23    "         "        percussion 23 

27  new      "        flint 27 

50  Yager  rifles 50 


2,919 


1  box  accoutrements. 
115  boxes  pikes. 

Of  the  above,  issues  to  a  considerable  extent  have  been 
made  by  the  United  States  authorities,  and  some  have  been 
returned  to  Denson  &  Buck.  Your  committee  are  obliged 
to  Deputy  Marshal  McPail  for  the  following  statemept  of 
arms  at  present  to  be  found  at  Fort  McHenry : 
60  boxes  of  pikes,  containing  60  each. 
11      "  carbines. 

300  carbines. 

5  guns,  7  carriages,  13  rammers. 

It  is  understood  that  these  articles,  and  ench  others  be- 
longing to  the  city  as  may  bo  found  in  possession,  will  be 
restored  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as 
their  restoration  is  deemed  compatible  with  a  proper  regard 
for  its  own  protection. 

A  few  words  more  are  necessary,  in  explanation  of  the 
remaining  items  of  the  summary. 

Of  the  amount  charged  to  the  "Marino  and  Navy,"  the 
principal  portion  is  made  uj)  of  sums  expended  ou  the  hire 
and  alterations  of  steam-tugs  Heniilc  s  and  Tiger,  charges 
for  use  of  the  Potomac,  George's  Creek,  and  otlier  steamers, 
amounting  to  $1,500  53,  and  $55  paid  for  the  purchase  of  a 
boat  and  oars.  The  balance  was  principally  expended  in 
the  payment  of  oflicers  and  "harlior  jiolice."  The  only  ar- 
ticles known  to  bo  remaining  from  this  department  are  a 
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boat  and  oars,  said  to  have  been  left  in  the  care  of  John 
Henderson,  Esq.,  and  two  spy-glasses  in  the  possession  of 
the  city  register. 

In  the  cliarges  for  "  carpenters,  briclslayers,  materials," 
Ac,  is  included  a  considerabln  sum,  say  about  $1,250,  for 
reconstruction  of  the  bridge  at  Cauton.  Considerable  quan- 
tities of  bricks  and  lumber  are  also  included,  mostly  used  in 
the  erection  or  repair  of  a  "powder-house,"  of  the  locality 
of  which  your  Committee  are  not  informed.  Wherever  situ- 
ated, if  not  retained  in  use,  the  second-hand  materials  may 
be  of  some  value  to  the  city. 

The  pajTnents  for  "  rations,"  "  pay-rolls,"  "  horse  and  hack 
hire,"  "hauling,"  "armories,"  "advertising,"  &c.,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  $23,106  35,  represent  so  much  outlay, 
from  which  the  city  reaps  no  tangible  return. 

The  amounts  of  $8,518  19  for  "  workmen  on  parks,"  and 
$2,000  for  "indigent  widows,  sewing-women,"  &c.,  were 
witlidrawn  from  the  fund  by  special  resolutions  of  the  coun- 
cil and  expended  for  the  benevolent  purposes  designated. 

The  charge  fur  "interest,"  is  a  necessary  result  of  the 
loan,  authorized  by  the  ordinance  of  April  20th,  1861. 

The  remaining  item  is  the  "  cash  in  bank" — and  this 
brings  your  committee  to  the  third  and  last  clause  of  the 
duties  assigned  them,  viz;  "to  decide  what  dispositioa 
shall  be  made  of  the  remaining  funds  now  in  the  City 
Treasury." 

On  this  point  your  committee  are  unanimonsly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  balance  should  be  returned,  pro  rata,  to 
the  several  banks  from  which  the  whole  amount  was  bor- 
rowed, thus  canceling  so  much  of  the  city's  indebtedness, 
and  stopping  the  payment  or  accumulation  of  interest. 

In  accordance  with  which  statements  and  views,  your 
committee  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowiug  resolutions  : 

S.  F.  STREETER, 
WM.  SULLIVAN, 
JOHN  DUIvEHART, 

First  Branch. 
JOSEPH  ROBB, 
WM.  SWINDELL, 
ASA  HIGGINS, 

Second  Branch. 
Resolved,  By  both  Branches  of  the  City  Council  of  Balti- 
timore,  that  the  papers  and  vouchers  relating  to  expendi- 
tures under  Ordinance  No.  22,  approved  April  20th,  18G1, 
be  restored  to  the  custody  of  the  City  Register. 

Resolved  furthermore.  That  the  Mayor  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  and  requested  to  have  collected,  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  the  arms  and  military  materials  belong- 
ing to  the  city,  in  the  custody  of  the  U.  S.  Marshal,  or  else- 
where, and,  reserving  such  as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be 
necessary  for  public  use,  to  dispose  of  the  balance,  and 
place  the  ])roceeds  in  the  City  Treasury. 

Resolved,  By  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore, 
that  the  Register  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  repay,  pro  rata,  to  the  several  banks,  the  balance 
remaining  on  hand  from  the  sum  borrowed  of  them,  under 
authority  of  ordinance  No.  22,  approved  April  20lb,  1801, 
"  to  appropriate  $500,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  defeuco  of  the  city  against  any  danger 
that  may  arise  out  of  the  present  crisis." 

These  resolutions  passed  both  branches. 

THE    LEGISLATURE    CONFIRMED    THE    LOAN. 

The  Legislature  of  Maryland  passed  the  bill, 
reported  by  Mr.  Wallis  from  the  Special  Com- 
mittee consisting  of  the  Baltimore  city  delega- 
tion, "  to  ratify  an  ordinance  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  appropriating 
$500,000  for  the  u-^e  of  the  city." 

April  27,  1861, (the  second  day  of  the  session,) 
this  bill,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  passed 
the  House  of  Delegates  —  yeas  58,  nay  1,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  E.  G.  Kilbonrn,  SpeaTcer,  Clarke  J.  Durant, 
George  H.  Morgan,  Philip  F.  Rasin,  Albert  Medders,  James 
T.  Briscoe,  Benjamin  Parran,  Bernard  Compton,  F.  B.  F. 
Burgess,  Thos.  C.  Worthington,  Robt.  M.  Denison,  Leonard 
J.  Quinlan,  T.  W.  Rcnshaw,  J.  Laurence  Jones,  Alex.  Chap- 
lain, James  U.  Dennis,  Edward  Long,  John  R.  Keene,  Wm. 
Holland,  John  R.  Brown,  James  W.  Blaxwell,  E.  P.  Bryan, 
Richard  AVooteu,  Ethan  A.  .Tones,  Wm.  H.  Legg,  William  L. 
Stiu-key,  Curtis  W.  Jacobs,  George  W.  Landing,  Stephen  P. 
Dennis,  Andrew  Kessler,  jr.,  Thomas  J.  Claggeft,  John  A. 
Johnson,  William  E.  Salmon,  ILmry  Straughn,  G.  W. 
Ooldsborough,  John  C.  lirum-,  Henry  M.  Wartield,  Charles 
n.  Pitts,  William  G.  Harrison,  .T.  Hanson  Thomas,  S.  Teakle 
Wallis,  T.  Parkin  Scott,  Ross  Winans,  H.  M.  Morfit,  Lau- 


rence Sangston,  Joshua  Wilson,  William  F.  Bayless,  Rich- 
ard M'Coy,  James  Coudy,  Martin  Eakle,  John  C.  Brining, 
Howard  Griffith,  Josiah  H.  Gordon,  W.  B.  Barnard,  David 
Boop  of  A.,  John  W.  Gorsuch,  Bernard  Mills,  WilUam  Tur- 
ner— 58. 
Nats — Mr.  William  T.  Lawson — 1. 

Same  day,  the  bill  passed  the  Senate — yeas 
16,  nays  none,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  John  B.  Brooke,  Thomas  J.  M'Kaig,  John 
E.  Smith,  Coleman  Yellott,  John  S.  Watkins,Teagle  Towns- 
end,  Stephen  J.  Bradley,  James  F.  Dashiell,  11.  U.  Golds- 
borough,  Charles  F.  Goldsborough,  Daniel  C.  Blackistone, 
Franklin  Whitaker,  Tilghman  Nuttle,  Anthony  Kimmel, 
Oscar  Miles,  Washington  Duvall — 16. 

$500,000   MORE. 

IN   HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

May  9 — The  House  passed  —  yeas  56,  nays 
none,  a  bill  giving  authority  to  the  Mayor  and' 
City  Council  of  Baltimore,  to  issue  certificates 
of  debt  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  §500,000, 
in  addition  to  the  amount  authorized  to  be 
issued  by  section  939  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  code  of  public  laws. 

May  10 — It  passed  the  Senate — yeas  16,  nays 
none. 

INDEFINITE  AUTHORITY  TO  RAISE  MONEY. 

April  27 — Mr.  Wallis,  from  the  Special  Com- 
mittee of  the  Baltimore  city  delegation,  report- 
ed a  bill  "to  add  to  the  fourth  article  of  the  code 
of  public  local  laws  the  following  sections,  em- 
powering the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more to  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the 
defence  of  the  said  city  ;"  which  was  passed— 
yeas  58,  nays  none. 

Same  day,  it  passed  the  Senate — yeas  16, 
nays  none,  as  on  the  previous  bill. 

ACTS  OF  INDEMNITY. 
IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

May  4 — Mr.  Pitts,  from  Special  Committee, 
reported  a  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  relieve  the 
Mayor  and  Board  of  Police  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, ami  all  persons  who  acted  under  the  or- 
ders of  the  Mayor  or  of  the  Board  of  Police  of 
Baltimore  city,  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  peace 
and  good  order  and  prevent  further  strife,  oa 
and  after  the  occurrences  of  the  lOth  April, 
1861,  in  said  city  from  prosecution  in  conse- 
quence of  their  acts  of  obedience  to  said  or- 
der." 

Pending  the  bill  — 

May  5 — Mr.  Pitts  offered  tliese  amendments; 
which  were  adopted : 

That  no  prosecuting  attorney  nor  any  officer  in  any  court 
in  this  State,  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  or  receive  any  com- 
pensation or  cost  in  any  prosecution  which  has  been  or  may 
be  instituted  against  any  person  for  whose  relief  the  act  ia 
intended. 

That  this  act  may  be  given  as  evidence  under  the  general 
issue. 

And  the  bill  passed — yeas  43,  nays  none,  aa 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Kilbourn,  Sp'r,  Dnrant,  Morgan,  Rasin, 
Medders,  Briscoe,  Parran,  Burgess,  Ford,  Denison,  Reushaw, 
Chaplain,  Long,  Lawson,  Maxwell,  Wotten,  Landing,  Den- 
nis of  VVor.,  Routzahn,  Johnson,  Naill,  Straughn,  Golds- 
borough,  Warfield,  Brune,  Winaus,  Pitts,  Harrison,  Thom- 
as, Wallis,  Sangston,  Morfit,  Scott,  Wilson  of  Har.,  Bayless, 
Coudy,  Eakle,  Brining,  Stake,  Barnard,  Roop,  Mills,  Brown, 
--13. 

May  8 — Under  the  suspension  of  the  rules, 
the  bill  passed — yeas  17,  nays  2,  (Kimmel  and 
Stone.) 

June  20 — Mr.  Mills,  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal 
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sections  41,  42, 43,  46,  47,  48,  and  112,  of  article 
LXIII,  of  tlie  Code  of  Public  General  Laws,  and 
sections  741,  742,  745,  of  article  IV,  of  the  Code 
of  Local  Laws  of  this  State,  in  relation  to  the 
uniformed  and  ununiformed  militia  and  volun- 
teer force  in  the  several  counties  of  this  State, 
and  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  the  reilama- 
tion,  custody,  control,  and  redelivery  of  arms 
heretofore  delivered  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  them  ;  and  to  add  to  the  said  article 
LXV  of  the  Code  of  Public  General  Laws  a  sec- 
tion providing  for  the  prevention  and  suspen- 
sion of  proceedings  upon  bonds  heretofore  given 
under  the  laws  of  this  State  for  the  return  of 
such  arms  ;  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  40  ; 
nays  12. 

The  nays  were  Messrs.  Medders,  Keene,  Mc- 
Intire,  Routzahn,  Naill,  Wilson,  M'Coy,  Fiery, 
Stake,  McCleary,  Roop,  Gorsuch — 12. 

IN  SENATE. 

June  22 — The  bill  passed — yeas  12,  nays 
none. 

PROTEST  AGAINST  THE  WAR,  AND  RECOGNITION  OF 
REBEL  INDEPENDENCE  DEMANDED. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

May  9 — Mr.  Wallis,  from  the  Committee  on 
Federal  Relations,  reported  these  resolutions  : 

Whereas,  in  the  judgment  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  the  war  now  waged  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  is 
nnconstituti'inul  in  its  origin,  purposes  and  conduct ;  repug- 
nant to  civilization  and  sound  poUcy ;  subversive  of  the 
tree  principles  upon  which  the  Federal  Union  was  founded, 
and  certain  to  result  in  the  hopeless  and  bloody  overthrow 
of  our  existing  institutions;  and  whereas,  the  people  of 
Maryland,  while  recognizing  the  obligations  of  their  State, 
as  a  member  of  the  Union,  to  submit  in  good  faith  to  the 
exercise  of  all  the  legal  uud  constitutional  powers  of  the 
General  Government,  and  join  as  one  man  in  fighting  its 
authorized  battles,  do  reverence  nevertheless,  the  great 
American  principle  of  self-government  and  sympathize 
deeply  with  their  Southern  brethren  in  the  noble  and  manly 
determination  to  uphold  and  defend  the  same ;  and  whereas 
not  merely  on  their  own  account,  turn  away  from  their  own 
Boil  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  but  for  the  blessed  sake  of 
humanity,  and  to  arrest  the  wanton  shedding  of  fraternal 
blood,  in  a  miserable  contest  which  can  bring  nothing  with 
it  but  sorrow,  shame,  and  desolation,  the  people  of  JMary- 
land  are  enlisted  with  their  whole  hearts,  upon  the  side  of 
reconciliation  and  peace;  Now  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Resolved  by  the  G'fneral  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That  the 
State  of  Maryland  owes  it  to  her  own  self-respect  and  her 
respect  for  the  Constitution,  not  less  than  to  her  deepest 
and  most  honorable  sympathies,  to  register  this,  her  solemn 
protest,  against  the  war  which  the  Federal  Government  lias 
declared  upon  the  Confederate  States  of  the  South,  and  our 
Bister  and  neighbor  Virginia,  and  to  announce  her  resolute 
detemiination  to  have  no  part  or  lot,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  its  prosecution. 

2.  That  the  State  of  Maryland  earnestly  and  anxiously 
desires  the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  belligerent 
sections  of  the  country;  and  the  President,  authorities  and 
people  of  the  Confederate  States  having  over  and  over  offi- 
cially and  unofficially,  declared,  that  they  seek  only  peace 
and  self-defence  and  to  be  let  alone,  and  that  they  are  will- 
ing to  throw  down  the  sword,  the  instant  the  sword  now 
drawn  against  them  shall  be  sheathed,  the  Senators  and 
Delegates  of  Miirjiaud  do  fervently  beseech  and  implore 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  accept  the  olive 
branch  which  is  thus  held  out  to  him,  and  in  the  name  of 
God  and  of  humanity,  to  cease  this  unholy  and  most  wretched 
and  unprofitable  strife,  at  least  until  the  assembling  of  the 
Congress  at  Wasliington  shall  have  given  time  for  the  prev- 
alence of  cooler  and  better  counsels. 

3.  That  the  State  of  Maryland  desires  the  peaceful  and 
immediate  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  and  hereby  gives  her  cordial  consent  thereunto 
as  a  member  of  the  Union — entertaining  the  profound  con- 
viction that  the  willing  return  of  the  Southern  people  to 
their  former  federal  relations  is  a  thing  beyond  hope,  and 
that  tlie  attempt  to  coerce  them  will  only  add  slaughter 
and  hate  to  impossibility. 

4.  That  the  present  military  occupation  of  Mtiryland, 


being  for  purposes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature, 
aicin  flagrant  violation  of  the  Constitution,  the  General 
Assemljly  of  the  State,  in  the  name  of  her  people,  does 
hereby  protest  against  the  same,  against  the  arbitrary  re- 
strictions and  illegalities  with  which  it  is  attended,  calUng 
upon  all  good  citizens  at  the  same  time,  in  the  most  earnest 
and  authoritative  manner,  to  abstain  from  all  violent  and 
unlawful  iuterference  of  every  sort,  with  the  troops  in 
transit  through  our  territory  or  quartered  among  us,  and 
patiently  and  peacefully  to  leave  to'time  and  reason  the 
ultimate  and  certain  re-establishment  and  vindication  r>i 
the  right. 

6.  That  under  existing  circumstances  it  is  inexpedient  tc 
call  a  Sovereign  Convention  of  the  State  at  this  time,  or  to 
take  any  measures  for  the  immei.liate  organization  for  arm- 
ing of  the  militia. 

6.  That  when  the  Legislature  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
at ,  on  the day  of next. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  10,000  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed — yeas  50,  nays  11 

May  10 — They  were  considered,  and  Mr. 
McCleary  moved  these  as  a  substitute  : 

Whereas,  it  is  right  and  proper,  that  the  Gen  S'al  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland  should  give  such  expression  of  opinion  aa 
will  call  forth  the  united  voice  of  the  whole  people  of  Mary- 
laud  in  the  present  emergency  ;  and  the  border  StateSf  with 
the  exception  of  Maryland,  have  already,  through  their 
legislatures  or  conventions,  defined  their  positions  and 
course  of  action  :  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved  by  Vie  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  The  pres- 
sent  position  of  Maryland  in  the  Union,  is  that  of  strict  neu- 
trality, and  will  remain  unchanged  so  long  as  Washingtot^ 
continues  the  seat  of  Government:  Provided,  the  United 
States  affords  ample  protection  to  slaves  and  other  property. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  seat  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment ceases  to  be  at  Washington,  and  a  division  of  the 
country  takes  place,  the  peopleshall  have  the  free  right  and 
choice  of  deciding  which  section  they  will  be  attached  to, 
by  a  free  expression  and  decision  of  the  popular  will  at  the 
ballot-box. 

Which  were  rejected — yeas  13,  nays  43,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Medders, Lawson,  Keene, Miller,  Jonathan 
Routzahn,  Salmon,  Naill,  Joshua  Wilson  of  Har'd,  Bayless, 
McCoy,  Stake,  David  W.  McCleary,  Gorsuch— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Kilbourn,  Sp'r.,  Morgan,  Rasin,  Briscoe, 
Compton,  Ford,  Jacobs,  Landing, Dennis  of  Wor'r,  Kessler, 
Claggett,  Johnson,  Sangston,  Morfit,  Scott,  Coudy,  Eakle, 
Brining,  Denison,  Quinlan,Reushaw,  Chaplain,  Holland, 
Bryan,  Jones  of  P.  G's,  Legg,  Starkey,  Goldsborough,  War- 
field,  Brune,  Winans,  Pitts,  Harrison,  Thomas,  Wallis, 
Fiery,  Griffith,  Harding,  Gordon,  Barnard,  Mills,  Turner, 
Brown — 43. 

The  blank  in  the  resolutions  reported,  was 
then  filled  by  "Frederick,"  and  "Tuesday,  the 
4th  day  of  June,  at  one  o'clock,  p.  m." 

And  the  resolutions  were  then  adopted — yeas 
45,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Kilbourn,  Speaker,  Morgan,  Rasin,  Briscoe, 
Cojipton,  Ford,  Worthington,  Denison,  Quintan,  Kenshaw, 
Jones  of  Talbot,  Chaplain,  Holland,  Bryan,  Wootteu,  Legg, 
Jones  of  Prince  Georges,  Starkey,  Jacobs,  Landing,  Dennis 
of  Worcester,  Kessler,  Johnson,  Salmon,  Goldsborough, 
AVarfield,  Brune,  Winans,  Pitts,  Harrison,  Thomas,  Wallis, 
Sangston,  Morfit,  Scott,  Coudy,  Eaklo,  Brining,  Griffith, 
Harding,  Gordon,  Barnard,  Mills,  Turner,  Brown — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Medders,  Lawson,  Keene,  Routzahn,  Nail, 
Wilson  of  Harford,  Bay  less,  McCoy,  Fiery,  Stake,  McCleary, 
Gorsuch — 12. 

IN  se.vate. 

May  14 — The  committee  recommended  certain 
amendments  ;  when  these  votes  were  taken  : 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted — yeas  11, 
nays  3,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  John  B.  Brooke,  President,  Wa.sh.Dnvall, 
Thos.  Franklin,  J.  F.  Gardiner,  John  J.  Ueckart,  Andrew  A. 
Lynch.  Thomas  J.  McKaig,  Te.agle  Townsend,  John  S.  Wat- 
kins,  Franklin  Whitaker,  Coleman  Yellott — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  U.  H.  Goldsborough,  Anthony  Kimmel, 
John  G.  Stone— .3. 

The  second  resolution  was  adopted — yeas  14, 
(being  all  the  above-named.) 

The  Jiftk  resolution  received  all  the  above 
votes,  and  the  third a,nd  fourth  passed — yeas  11, 
nays  3,  a^  the  Jirst. 
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The  amendment  of  the  committee,  substitut- 
ing the  following  for  the  sixth : 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consist  of  four  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  four  members  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates, four  of  whicli  committee,  (to  be  selected  of  them- 
Belves,)  shall  as  ea.ly  as  possible,  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States  at  Washington,  and  the  other  four  of  said 
committee  slitJll  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy,  for  the  puri)ose  of  laying  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions before  Jhem,  and  that  said  committee  be  and  is 
hereby  especially  instructed  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  general 
cessation  of  hostilities,  now  impending,  until  the  meeting 
of  Congress  in  July  next,  in  order  that  said  body  may,  if 
possible,  arrange  for  an  adjustment  of  existing  troubles  by 
means  of  negotiation,  rather  than  the  sword. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  consist  of  Messrs.  Brooke, 
Yellott,  McKaig,  and  Lynch,  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs. 
, , and ,  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  requested  to  report,  if 

Sracticable,  to  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  5th  day  of 
nne  next. 

Passed — yeas  11,  nays  3,  as  before ;  and  the 
resolutions,  as  amended,  were  then  adopted  by 
the  same  vote. 

May  14— The  House  filled  the  blanks  with 
the  names  of  Harding,  Morgan,  Compton,  and 
Goldsborough,  and  passed  the  resolution — yeas 
24,  nays  18,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Kilbourn,  (Speaker,)  Morgan,  Ford,  Quin- 
lan,  Renshaw,  Jones  of  Talbot,  Chaplain,  Jones  of  P.  G., 
Starkey,  Kessler,  Straughn,  Goldsborough,  'Warfield,  Brune, 
Winans,  Pitts,  Harrison,  Thomas,  Wallis,  Sangston,  Scott, 
Griffith,  Harding,  Turner— 24. 

Nats  —  Messrs.  Welch,  Worthington,  Denison,  Keene, 
Holland,  Maxwell,  Landing,  Claggett,  Routzalm,  Johnson, 
Salmon,  Morfit,  Fiery,  Barnard,  McCleary,  Koop,  Mills, 
Brown— 18. 

KECOGNITION  AGAIN  DEMANDED. 

June  10 — The  House  passed  resolutions  pre- 
viously offered  by  Mr.  Chaplain,  after  having 
amended  them  to  read  as  follows  : 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That  the 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Maryland  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  at  the  approaching  extra  session  of  that 
legislative  body  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  earnestly  desired 
and  requested  to  urge  and  vote  for  an  immediate  recognition 
of  the  independence  of  the  government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates  and 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  together,  forward  to  Hon. 
James  Alfred  Pearce  and  Hon.  Anthony  Kennedy,  the 
Representatives  of  the  siA-ereign  State  of  Maryland  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  a  coi:iy  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Federal  Relations  and  the  accompanying 
resolutions,  together  with  these  resolutions. 

Yeas  31,  nays  22,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Kilbourn,  Spealcer,  Durant,  Morgan,  Rasin, 
Welch,  Briscoe,  Parran,  Compton,  Jones  of  Talbot,  Chap- 
lain, Holland,  Maxwell,  Bryan,  Wootten,  Legg,  Starkey, 
Landing,  Kessler,  Goldsborough,  W;irfield,  Bjune,  Winans, 
Harrison,  Thomas,  Wallis,  Sangston,  Morfit, fecott,  GritHth, 
Gordon,  Mills — 31. 

Nats — Messrs.  Medders,  Ford,  Denison,  Quinlan,  Ren- 
shaw, Dennis  of  Somerset,  Stanford,  Lawson,  Mclntiro,  Mil- 
ler, Routzahn,  Johnson,  Salmon,  Naill,  Straughn,  Wilson, 
Bayless,  McCoy,  Fiery,  Brining,  McCleary,  Qorsuch — 22. 

IN  SENATE. 

June  22 — The  Senate  passed  these  resolutions 
— yeas  9,  nays  3,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brooke,  President,  Blakistone,  Dashiell, 
Franklin,  Gardiner,  McKaig,  Townsend,  Watkins,  Whita- 
ker— 9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Duvall,  Heckart,  Lynch — 3. 

THE    "PUBLIC    safety"    BILL. 
IN  SENATE. 

May  2 — It  was  taken  up — yeas  14,  nays  8,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brooke,  President;  Blackistono,  Duvall, 
Dashiell,  Franklin,  Gniliame,  Gardiner,  Heckart,  Lynch, 
McKaig,  Townsend,  Watkins,  Whitakcr,  Yellott— 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bradley,  Goldsborough  of  Talbot,  Golds- 


borough of  Dorchester,  Kimmel,  Bliles,  Nuttle,  Smith,  Stou 

—8. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  of  Talbot  moved  to  amend 
so  as  to  give  the  power  of  appointment  of  the 
commissioners  provided  for  to  the  Governor, 
one  from  each  of  the  gubernatorial  districts ; 
rejected — yeas  6,  nays  12. 

A  motion  to  recommit  was  lost — yeas  10,  nays 
12. 

Motions  to  adjourn,  recommit,  change  the 
names  of  the  commissioners,  were  made  and 
lost. 

May  3 — Mr.  Goldsborough  of  Talbot  moved 
to  give  the  people,  on  the  13th  of  June,  the 
election  of  three  commissioners,  one  from  each 
gubernatorial  district,  which  was  lost — yeas  8, 
nays  13,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bradley,  Grah.ame,  Goldsborough  of  Talbol^ 
Goldsborough  of  Dorchester,  Kimmel,  Nuttle,  Smith,  Stone 
—8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brooke,  President;  Blackistone,  Duvall, 
Dashiell,  Franklin,  Gardiner,  Heckart,  Lynch,  Miles,  Town- 
send,  Watkins,  Whitakor,  Yellott— 13. 

A  like  motion,  for  six  commissioners,  waa 
lost — yeas  8,  nays  12. 

On  the  section  respecting  disbursements  of 
money,  Mr.  Goldsborough  of  Talbot  moved 
this  proviso: 

Provided,  That  the  same  shall  not  extend  to  the  exercise 
of  any  powers  for  the  disbursement  of  any  moneys  that  may 
be  hereafter  appropriated  for  the  arming  of  the  mitit;iry 
forces  of  tliis  State  and  for  the  formation  of  any  alliance 
offensive  or  defensive,  with  any  other  State  in  this  Con- 
federacy. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  8,  nays  12,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bradley,  Grahame,  Goldsborough  of  Talbot 
Kimmel,  Miles,  Nuttle,  Smith,  Stone— 8. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brooke,  President ;  Blackistone,  Duvall, 
Dashiell,  Franklin,  Gardiner,  Heckart,  Lynch,  Townsend, 
Watkins,  Whitaker,  Yellott— 12. 

Mr.  Stone  offered  an  additional  section : 

That  no  member  of  the  board  shall  act  as  such,  until  he 
has  taken  the  same  oath  as  is  now  administered  to  the 
members  of  the  Legislature. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  7,  nays  12,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bradley,  Grahame,  Goldsborough  of  Tal- 
bot, Kimmel,  Yuttle,  Smith,  Stone — 7. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brooke,  President ;  Blackistone,  Duvall, 
Dashiell,  Franklin,  Gardiner,  Heckart,  Lynch,  Townsend, 
Watkins,  Whitaker,  Yellott— 12. 

At  this  stage,  and  after  a  most  obstinate  con- 
test, the  bill  was  abandoned  by  its  friends,  and 
Maryland  was  spared  a  bloody  baptism. 

Votes   on    Secession  Ordinances*  in 
South   Carolina,  Florida,   and  Ar- 
kansas. 
In  South  Carolina,  it  passed  unanimously  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  James  H.  Adams,  Robert  T.  Allison,  David 
C.  Appleby,  Samuel  Taylor  Atkinson,  Lewis  Slaiune  Ayer, 
Jr.,  R.  W.  Barnwell,  A.  I.  Barron,  Donald  Rowe  Barton, 
Thomas  W.  Beaty,  A.  W  Bethea,  K.  St.  P.  Bellinger,  Simp- 
son Bobo,  Peter  P.  lionneau,  J.  J.  Brabham.  Alexander 
II.  Brown,  C.  P.  Brown,  .Ino.  Buchanan,  A.  W.  Burnett, 
William  Cain,  John  Alfred  Calhoun,  Joseph  Caldwell,  W. 
n.  Campbell,  Meyrick  E.  Cam,  James  H.  Carlisle,  James 
Parsons  Carroll,  tl.  I.  Caughman,  W.  C.  Canthen,  E  Igar  W. 
Charles,  James  Chesnut,  Jr.,  Langdon  Cheves.  Epliraim  M. 
Clark,  H.  W.  Conner,  K.  L.  Crawford,  William  Curtis,  A. 
T.  Darbv,  Julius  A.  Dargan,  II.  J.  Davant,  Heniy  Campbell 
Davis,  W.  F.  DeSaussure,  Richard  Do  Treville,  Anthony  W. 
Dozier,  Perry  E.  Duncan,  Benjamin  Fanueil  Dunkin,  A.  Q. 
Dunovaut,  R.G.M.Dunoyant,  Daniel  DuPre,  W.  K.  Easley, 


•  For  Vote  on  Virginia  Ordinance,  see  note,  page  7 ;  and 
on  Tennessee  League,  note,  page  5 . 
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William  J.  Ellis,  Thomas  Reese  English,  Sr.,  Chesley  D. 
Evans,  Simeon  Fair,  W.  Peronneau  Finley,  Paniel  Flud,  Alex- 
ander M.  Forster,  B  15.  Foster,  John  E.  Franipton,  James  C. 
I'nrman,  Jas.  M.  Gadbeny,  H.  W.  Garlington,  J  ohn  C.  Geiger, 
Wm.  II.  Gist.  Thos  Worth  Glover,  E.  W.  Goodwin,  Rob(>rt 
N  Gourdin,  T.  L.  Gourdin,  H.  D.  Green,  Maxcy  Gregg,  Wil- 
liam Gregg,  William  S.  Grisham,  Andrew  J.  Hammond, 
Thomas  Si.  Hanckel,  William  W.  Harlee,  James  Harrison, 
Isaac  W .  Hayne,  E.  R.  Henderson,  John  H.  Honour,  Wil- 
liam Hopkins,  William  Hunter,  W.  Ferguson  Hutson,  John 
A  Ingli.s,  Joliu  J.  Ingram,  Stephen  Jackson,  James  Jeff- 
eries,  Julin  Jenkins,  lilBeph  E.  Jenkins,  William  D.  John- 
son, Lawrence  M.  Kent,  Joseph  Urevard  Kershaw,  Bnnja- 
min  F'.  Kilgore,  John  P.  Kinnard,  John  H.  Xvinsler,  John 
G.  Landruiii,  licnjamin  W.  Lawtou,  Andrew  F.  Lewis,  R.  C. 
Logan,  William  Strother  Lyles,  Edward  MoCrady,  Henry 
Mclver,  John  McKoe,  AlexandPr  SlfiLeoJ,  A.  G.  Magrath, 
Gabriel  Manigault,  John  L.  Manning,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Mauldin,  John  Maxwell,  Alexander  Mazyck,  John  Hugh 
Means,  C.  G.  Memminger,  John  Izard  Middleton,  William 
Middleton,  William  Porcher  Miles,  Thomas  W.  Moore,  Rob- 
ert Moorman.  Matthew  P.  Moyes,  Edward  Noble,  John  N. 
Nowell,  John  S.  O'Hear,  James  L.  Orr,  John  S.  Palmer, 
Francis  S.  Parker,  Thomas  Chiles  Perrin,  Joseph  Daniel 
Pope,  i'raneis  J.  Porcher,  John  G.  Preasley,  Paul  Quat- 
tlebaum,  Samuel  Rainey,  J.  P.  Reed,  R.  Barnwell  Pihett, 
George  Rhodes,  F.  D.  Richardson,  John  P.  Richardson,  D. 
P.  Robinson,  W.  B.  Rowell,  B.  H.  Rutledgp,  Ellas  B.  Scott, 
E.  M.  Seabrook,  George  W.  Seabrook,  Benj.  E.  Sessions,  Jno. 
M.  Shingler,  W.  Pinkncy  Shingler,  Thos  Y.  Simons,  R.  F. 
Simpson,  J.  S.  Sims,  Jas.  C.  Smiley,  John  Julius  Pringle 
Smith,  P.  6.  Snowden,  Albertus  Chambers  Sp;un,  L.  W. 
Spratt,  A.  Baxter  Springs,  Peter  Stokes,  Robert  A.  Thomp- 
Bon,  Thomas  Thomson,  John  M.  Timmons,  James  Tompkins, 
John  Townaeud,  Theodore  D.  Wagner,  John  J.  Wannama- 
ker,  David  Lewis  Wardlaw.  Francis  Hugh  Wardlaw,  W.  D. 
Watts,  Thomas  Weir,  J.  N.  Wliitner,  John  D.  Williams, 
Isaac  D.  Wilson,  J.  H.  Wilson,  William  Blackburn  Wilson, 
T.  J.  Withers,  Richard  Woods,  Henry  C.  Young,  David  F. 
Jamison,  President — 170. 
Nays — None. 

In  Florida,  this  was  the  vote  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Judge  John  C.  McGehee,  Messrs. 
Alderman,  Allison,  Anderson,  Baker  of  Calhoun,  Barring- 
ton,  Beard,  Bethel,  Chanler,  Collier,  Coon,  Cooper,  Daniel, 
Davis,  Dawkins,  Devall,  Dilworth,  F'inegan,  Folsom,  Gary, 
Gettis,  Blazier,  Golden,  Helvenston,  Henry,  Hunter,  Irwin, 
Kirksey,  Ladd,  Lamar,  Lamb,  Lea  of  Jladison,  Leigh  of 
Sumter,  Lewis,  Love,  McGahagin,  McLean,  Mcintosh,  Mc- 
Nealy,  Mays,  Morton,  Newmans,  Nicholson,  Owens,  Pal- 
mer, Parkliill,  Pelot,  Pinckney,  Sanderson,  Saxon,  Sever, 
Spencer,  Simpson,  Solana,  Stephens,  Thomas,  Tift,  Turman, 
Ward,  Wright  of  Escambia,  Wright  of  Columbia,  Y'ates — 
62. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baker  of  Jackson,  Gregory,  Hendricks, 
McCaskill,  Morrison,  Rutland,  Woodi-uff — 7. 

Id  Arkansas,  the  Convention  adjourned  March 
21st,  until  the  19th  of  August,  1861,  (see  page 
4,)  but  its  President,  David  Walker,  as  author- 
ized in  an  exigency  in  his  opinion  requiring  it, 
on  the  20th  of  April  issued  a  Proclamation  con- 
vening it  on  the  6th  of  May — the  reason  given 
being  that  "preparations  are  being  made  for  a 
war  between  the  citizens  of  the  free  and  the 
slave  States." 

1861,  May  6 — The  question  being  on  an  ordi- 
nance of  secession,  Mr.  A.  W.  Dinsmore  offered 
this  amendment: 

And  that  tho  above  ordinance  be  submitted  to  the  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  (or  their  acceptance  or  rejection, 
by  a  writ  of  election,  issued  by  the  president  of  this  Con- 
vention, to  be  held  on  the  1st  Monday  of  June  next. 

On  motion  of  J.  Henry  Patterson,  this  amend- 
ment was  tabled — yeas  55,  nays  15,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander  Adams,  Charles  W.  Adams, 
Thomas  F.  Austin,  Milton  D.Baber,  Felix  I.  Batson,  Thomas 
H.  Bradley,  James  W.  Bush,  H.  Bussey,  A.  H.  Carrigan. 
Alexander  M.  Clingman,  James  W.  Crenshaw,  Wiley  P. 
Cryer,  Jesse  N.  Cypert,  Samuel  W.  Cochran,  James  S.Dol- 


larhide,  Philip  H.  Echols,  H.  Flanagin,  William  W.  Floyd, 
Urban  E.  Fort,  Robert  T.  Fuller,  R.  K.  Garland,  A.  H.  Gar- 
land, Josiah  Gould,  W.  P.  Grace,  Thomas  B.  Hanly,  Marcus 
L.  Hawkins,  Benjamin  F.  Hawkins,  L.  D.  Hill,  Isaac  liil- 
liard,  Burr  H.  Hobbs,  A.  W.  Hobson,  J.  P.  Johnson,  M.  Shelby 
Kennard,  Felix  R.  Lanier,  G.  W.  Lai  ghinghouse,  W.  W. 
Mansfield,  William  M.  Mayo,  J.  Henry  Patterson,  Archibald 
Ray,  J.  A.  Rhodes,  Samuel  Robinson,  J.  N.  Shelton,  W.  F. 
Slemons,  J.  M.  Smith,  George  P.  Smoote,  W.  H.  Spivey,  J. 
Stillwell,  William  Stout,  William  V.  Tatum,  James  L. 
Totten,  Benjamin  C.  Totten,  E.  T.  Walke,  I.  C.  Wallace, 
W.  W.  Watkins,  James  Y'ell — 55. 

Nays— II.  H.  Bolinger,  John  Campbell  F.  W.  Desha,  A. 
W.  Dinsmore,  Isaiah  Dodson,  W.  M.  Fishback,  Samuel  L. 
Griffith,  T.  M.  Gunter,  Samuel  Kelley,  I.  Murphy,  John  P. 
A.  Parks,  S.  J.  Stallings,  Hugh  F.  Thomason,  Jesse  Turner, 
David  \?alker.  President — 15. 

The  Ordinance  of  Secession  then  passed — yeas 
65,  nays  5,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander  Adams,  Charles  W.  Adams, 
Austin,  Baber,  Batson,  Bradley,  Bush,  Bussey,  Carrigan, 
Clingman,  Crenshaw,  Cryer,  Cypert,  Cochran,  Desha,  Dins- 
more, Dodson,  DoUarhide,  Echols,  Fishback,  Flanagin,  Floyd, 
Fort,  Fuller,  R.  K.  Garland,  A.  H.  Garland,  Gould,  Grace, 
Grilfith,  Hanly,  Marcus  L.  Hawkins,  Benjamin  F.  Hawkins, 
Hill,  Hilliard,  Hobbs,  Hobson,  Johnson,  Kenuard,  Lanier, 
Laughinghouse,  Mansfield,  Mayo,  Parks,  J.  Henry  Patter- 
son, Ray,  Rhodes,  Robinson,  Sholton,  Slemons,  Smith, 
Smoote,  Spivey,  Stallings,  Stillwell,  Stout,  Tatum,  Thoma- 
son, James  L.  Totten,  Benjamin  C.  Totten,  Turner,  E.  T. 
Walker,  Wallace,  Watkins,  Yell,  and  David  Walker,  Presi- 
dent—Gb. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bolinger,  Campbell,  Gunter,  Kelley,  Mur- 
phy—5. 

On  the  President  urging  unanimity,  Messrs. 
Bolinger  and  Campbell  changed  their  votes  to 
aye,  with  the  explanation  "that  thej'  voted 
against  the  ordinance  as  pledged  to  the  people, 
but  to  secure  unanimity  changed,  at  the  same 
time  denying  the  right  of  secession  ;"  Messrs. 
Kelley  and  Gunter  changed  to  aye,  with  the 
explanation  that  they  "  were  in  favor  of  revo- 
lution, but  ignored  the  right  of  secession." 
Mr.  Fishback  explained  his  vote.  As  declared, 
the  yeas  were  69,  nay  1 — Mr.  Isaac  Murphy, 
now  Governor  of  the  free  State,  who  also 
refused  to  sign  the  ordinance  after  its  passage. 
The  names  of  H.  Jackson,  Joseph  Jester,  and 
H.  W.  Williams  are  not  appended,  though  they 
are  among  the  yeas.  Craighead  county  was  not 
represented.  J.  H.  Stirman  was  permitted  to 
affix  his  name.  May  14. 

Elias  C,  Boudinot  was  Secretary  of  the  Con- 
vention, with  John  P.  Jones  as  assistant.  Ben- 
jamin F.  Arthur  was  clerk  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina Convention,  and  Albert  R.  Lamar  secretary 
of  the  Georgia. 

REBEL    ITEMS. 

The  Legislature  of  Georgia  and  Mississippi 
have  passed  resolutions  disapproving,  as  un- 
constitutional, the  bill  suspending  the  privilege 
of  the  writ  oi  habeas  corpus,  and  demanding  its 
repeal. 

Alabama  is  reported  to  have  furnished  40,000 
men  to  the  army ;  Florida,  4,000 ;  Georgia, 
54,000;  Louisiana,  36,000;  Mississippi,  40,000  ; 
North  Carolina,  25,000  ;  South  Carolina,  25,- 
000;  Texas,  .29,000;  Tennessee,  34,000;  Vir- 
ginia, 103,000  ;  Arkansas,  28,000  ;  Kentucky, 
20,000;  Maryland,  20,000;  Missouri,  35,000; 
total,  501,000.  The  estinjate  of  Maryland  must 
be  excessive. 
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The  "Provisional." 

February  18, 1861,  to  Februaky  18, 1862. 
Those  formerly  members  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  are  italicized. 
Presidentr—Jcfersmi  Davis,  of  Mississippi. 
Vice  President— Alexander  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia. 

THE  CABINET. 
Secretary  of  State— Robert  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  from  Febru- 
ary 21  to  July  30 ;  resigned,  and  succeeded  by  Robert 

M.  T.  Hunter,  of  Virginia. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasz^r^— Charles  G.  Memminger,  of  South 

Carolina,  from  February  21. 
Secretary  of  TFa)-— Leroy  Pope  Walker,  of  Alabama,  from 

February  21  to  September  10 ;  resigned,  and  succeeded 

by  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  of  Louisiana. 
Secretary  of  the  JVavy—Sleplicn  B.  Mallory,  of  Florida,  from 

March  4. 
Attorney  General— Judah  P.  Benjamin,  of  Louisiana,  from 

February  21  to  September ;  resigned,  and  succeeded  by 

Thom;xs  II.  Watts,  of  Alabama. 
Postmaster    General— John   H.  Reagan,   of  Texas,    from 

March  6,  Henry  J.  Ellet,  of  Mississippi,  first  appointed, 

having  declined. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Secretary  of  War—It  was  reported  that  the  position  was 
offered  to  General  Braxton  Bragg,  of  Louisiana,  but  de- 
clined, after  Mr.  Walker's  resignation. 

Sectary  of  the  Navy— Alao,  that  John  Perkins,  Jr.,  of 
Louisiana,  was  first  appointed,  but  declined. 

Mr.  TooniI>s  was  appointed  a  brigadier  general  in  July, 
18G1,  and  Mr.  AValker  August  20, 1861. 

The  President  and  Vice  President  were  elected  by  th*  Con- 
gress, February  9,  1861,  receiving  the  unanimous  vote 
«f  the  six  States  then  composing  the  Confederacy. 

THE  CONGKESS. 

The  Deputies  who  organized  the  Confederacy 
at  Montgomery  remained  in  office  one  year,  the 
"  permanent"  Government  having  been  insti- 
tuted in  February,  1862. 

There  were  four  sessions  of  that  body  : 

The  first  at  Montgomery,  from  February  4  to  March  16, 
1861. 

The  second  at  Montgomery,  from  May  6  to  Jlay  21,  1861. 

The  third  at  Richmond,  from  July  20  to  September  2, 
18G1. 

The  fourth  at  Richmond,  from  November  18, 1861,  to  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1862. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  members  : 

President — Howell  Cobb,  Sf  Georgia. 

.^Zufiama*— Robert  H.  Smith,  Richard  Wildo  Walker,  Colin 

J.   McRae,    John    Gill   Shorter,   William   P.  Chilton, 

Stephen  F.    Halo,    David    P.    Lewis,  Thomas  Fearn, 

Jabez  L.  M.  Curry. 
Arkansas*— RobeH  W.  Johnson,  Albert  Rust,  Augustus  H. 

Garland,  William  W.  Watkins,  Hugh  F.  Thomasson. 
Florida*— Jackson  Morion,  J.  Patton  Anderson,  James  B. 

Owens. 


Georgia*— Robert  Toombs,  Howell  Cobb,  Francis  S.  Bartow, 
Martin  J.  Crawford,  Eugenius  A.  Nisbet,  Benjamin  II. 
Ilill,  Augustus  R.  Wright,  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb,  Augus- 
tus II.  Kenan,  Alexander  H.  Stephens. 

Kentucky*— Henry  C.  Burnett,  John  Thomas,  Theo.  L.  Bur- 
nett, S.  II.  Ford,  Thos.  B.  Johnson,  Geo.  W.  Ewing,  D.  V. 
White,  J.  M.  Elliott,  M.  S.  B.  Munroe,  G.  B.  Hodges. 

Louisiana— Jolm  Perkins,  Jr.,  A.  de  Clouet,  Charles  M.  Cmi- 
rad,  Duncan  F.  Kenner,  Edward  Sparrow,  Henry  Mar- 
shal. 

Mississippi—  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Walter  Brooke,  W.  S.  Wilson, 
A.  M.  Clayton,  William  S.  Barry,  James  T.  Harrison. 
J.  A.  P.  Campbell. 

JI/iM02«n*— William  H.  Cook,  Thomas  A.  Harris,  Caspar  W. 
Bell,  A.  H.  Conrow,  George  U.  Vest,  Thomas  W.  Free- 
man. Samuel  Hyer. 

North  Carolina*— Qeorgo Davis,  William  W.  Avery,  William 
N.  II.  Smith,  Thomas  Rupin.  Tliomas  D.  McDowell, 
Abram  W.  Tenable,  John  M.  Morehcad,  Robert  C.  Pur- 
year.  Burton  Craige,  Andrew  J.  Davidson. 

South  Carolina*— R.  Barnwell  Rhett,  Sr.,  Robert  W.  Barn- 
well. Lawrence  M.  Keitt,  James  Chesnut.  Jr.,  Charles  G. 
Memrainger,  William  Porcher  Miles,  Thomas  J.  With- 
ers, William  W.  Boi/ce. 

Tennessee*— W.  H.  DoWitt,  Robert  L.  Caruthers,  James  H. 
Thomas.  Thomas  M.  Jones,  John  F.  House,  John  D.  C. 
Atkins,  David  M.  Currio. 

Texas*— Louis  T.  Wigfall,  John  H  Reanan.  John  HemphiO, 
T.  N.  Waul,  WilUam  B.  Ochiltree,  W.  S.  Oldham,  John 
Gregg. 

Virginia*— James  A.  Siddon,  William  Ballard  Preston, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  John  Tyler,  Sr.,  William  II.  Mac- 
farland,  Roger  A.  Pryor,  Thomas  S.  Bocock,  William  C. 
Rives,  Robert  E.  Scott,  James  M.  Mason,  J.  W.  Broeken- 
brough,  Charles  W.  Russell,  Robert  Johnson,  Waller 
B.  Staples,  Walter  Preston. 

MEMORANDUM. 

J.  Johnson  Hooper,  of  Alabama,  was  Secretary  of  the  Con- 
gress. 

^taftania— David  P.  Lewis  and  Thomas  Fearn,  elected  De- 
puties, were  succeeded  during  the  year  by  II.  C.  Jones 
and  Nicholas  Davis,  Jr.  Mr.  Shorter  was  elected 
Governor  in  November,  1861.  Mr.  McRao  was  aftei-- 
wards  appointed  a  brigadier  general,  and  is  now  the 
cotton  loan  agent  in  Paris.  Mr.  Yancey  was  nominated 
for,  but  declined  election  to,  the  Provisional  Congress, 
and  was  seiit  to  Europe  to  negotiate  for  "  Confederate" 
recognition. 

Arkansas — Admitted,  at  second  session,  in  May,  1861. 

Florida — J.  Patton  Anderson  resigned  early  in  the  term, 
and  was  succeeded  by  G.  T.  Ward. 

Georgia— Mr.  Toombs  resigned,  February  21,  to  becomo 
Provision.-il  Secretary  of  State ;  in  July  was  appointed 
a  brigadier  general.  Mr.  Howell  Cobb  subsequently 
became  brigadier  general,  and  now  is  a  major  general. 
Mr.  Crawford  subsequently  became  a  cavalry  ciik>nel  in 
the  array,  and  wa-s  once  a  prisoner.  Mr.  Thomas  R.  R. 
Cobb  became  colonel  of  the  Georgia  Legion  late  in  1861 
or  early  in  1862,  and  was  killed  at  the  lirst  Fredericks- 
burg battle,  December  13, 1862.  Mr.  Stephens  accepted 
the  Vice  Presidency,  Febru;u-y  11, 1S61. 

Kentucky — Admitied,  at  fourth  session,  in  December,  1861. 

Missouri — Admitted,  at  fourth  session,  in  December,  1S61 ; 

*  See  memorandum  at  the  close  of  the  list. 
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the  Delegates  were  self-elected,  and  held  over  the  first 
Congress.  Mr.  Ilyer  is  reported  to  have  taken  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

XSortlc  Carolina — These  Delegates  were  elected  hy  the  Con- 
vention, Juno  IS,  1801.  Mr.  Ruffin  afterwards  became 
M  cavalrj'  colonel,  and  died  in  t)ie  spring  of  1864,  a 
prisoner  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  of  wounds  received  in 
ba.tle. 

South  Carolina — Mr.  Memminrcer  became  Secretary  of  tho 
Treasar)',  February  21, 18(31.  Mr.  Keitt  died  in  Rich 
mond,  Tune  2, 1864,  of  wounds  received  May  31  in  bat- 
tle, coWnel  of  the  20th  South  Carolina  regiment.  Mr. 
Chesnut  served  as  aid  to  Beauregard  at  the  bombard- 
ment of  liumter;  and  Mr.  Miles  as  an  aid  at  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run. 

Tennessee — Admitted,  at  second  session,  in  May,  1861 ;  mem- 
bers took  their  seats  at  tho  third  session. 

Texas — Admittv.il,  at  first  session,  March  2, 1861.  Mr.  Rea- 
gan resigned  to  become  Postmaster  General,  March  6, 
1861.  Mr.  Wigfall  was  appointed  a  brigadier  general, 
October  29, 1 361,  but  did  not  yield  his  seat  in  the  "  Pro- 
visional" or  iho  "Permanent"  Congress.  Mr.  Ilemp- 
hill  died  January  4, 1SG2. 

Virginia — Admitted,  at  second  session,  May  7, 1861,  when 
Messrs.  Brockenbrough  and  Staples  took  their  seats ; 
the  others  w.  je  sworn  at  the  third  session,  at  Rich- 
mond, July  20, 1861.  Mr.  Hunter  became  Secretary  of 
State,  July  30,  -md  resigned.  Mr.  5Iason  resigned  in 
the  fall  of  1861  to  go  to  England,  and  November  19  the 
State  Convention  elected  Alexander  R.  Boteler  to  suc- 
ceed him. 

The  "Permanent"  Administration. 

From  February  19, 1862. 
J^esicJ^nt — Jefferscm  Darns,  of  Mississippi. 
Vice  President — Alentxnder  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia. 

THE  CABINET. 

CoNFiKMED,  March  23, 1862. 

Secretary  of  State — Judah  P.  Benjamin,  of  Louisiana. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Charles  G.  Memminger,  of  South 
Carolina;  resigned,  in  June,  1864,  and  succeeded  by 
George  A.  Treuholin,  of  South  Carolina. 

Secretary  of  War — tieergo  W.  Randolph,  of  Virginia;  re- 
signed, and  succeeded  by  James  A.  Seddon,  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy — Stephen  R.  Mallory,  of  Florida. 

Atttrrncy  General — Thonius  II.  Watts,  of  Alabama ;  resigned 
on  election  as  Governoi  of  Alabama,  in  November,  1863, 
and  succeeded  by  George  Davis,  of  North  Carolina. 

Postmaster  General— John  U.  Reagan,  of  Texas. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Mr.  Kandolph  was  appointed  a  colonel  of  Virginia  troops 
by  Governor  Letcher,  in  the.  fall  of  1861 ;  tendered  his 
resignation  but  withdrew  it,  and  in  November  of  that 
year  appointed  a  brigadier  general,  and  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  district  between  Siiifolk,  in  Nanse- 
mond,  and  Weldon,  on  the  Roauol;o ;  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  Congress  in  November,  1861,  but  withdrew  on 
tho  morning  of  the  election. 

Mr.  Memminger  was  born  in  Wirtemberg,  Germany,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1803 ;  was  brought  to  this  country  when  nine 
jears  old ;  was  early  left  an  orjihan ;  adopted  by  Gover- 
nor Thomas  Bennett,  and  educated  in  South  Carolina 
college,  graduating  in  1820;  began  the  practice  of  law 
in  1825;  in  1832-33  he  was  against  nullification;  for 
nearly  twenty  years  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  lower  house  of  the  Legislature  of 
South  Carolina,  retiring  in  1852 ;  he  filled  other  State 
o£Bce8. 


?  THE   FIBST   CONGRESS. 

February,  1862,  to  February,  1864. 
It  held  four  sessions  : 

Tho  first  from  February  18  to  April  21, 1862. 

The  second  from  August  12  to  October  13, 1862. 

The  third  from  January  12, 1863,  to  May  — ,  1863. 

li-hQ  fourth  from  December  7, 1803,  to  February  18, 1864. 
SENATORS. 
Alabama* — William  L.  Yancey,  Clement  C.  Clay,  Jr. 
Arkansas* — Robert  W.  Johnson,  Charles  B.  Mitchel. 
Plorida — James  M.  Baker,  Augustus  E.  Maxwell. 
Georgia* — Benjamin  H.  llill,  Robert  Toombs. 
Kentucky — Henry  C.  Burnett,  William  E.  Simms. 
Louisiana — Edward  Sparrow,  Thomas  J.  Semmes. 
Mississippi* — Albert  G.  Brown,  James  Phelan. 


♦  See  memorandum  at  tho  end  of  the  list. 
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Missouri— John  B.  Clark,  Robert  L.  T.  Peyton. 
Korth  Carolina*— George  Davis,  William  T.  Dortch. 
Soidh  Carolina— Tiohcrt  W.  Barnwell,  James  L.  Orr. 
Tenn<:sscc*—La.ndon  C.  Havnes,  Gustavus  A.  Ilenry. 
Virginia*— Robert  M.  T.  liunter,  William  Ballard  iVwton. 
Texas— Louis  T.  Wigfall,  William  S.  Oldham. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Jefferson  Davis  was  inaugurated  as  "  Permanent"  President 
of  the  "  Confederate"  States,  February  22, 1862,  in  Rich- 
mond. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  session,  Vice  President  Stephens  pre- 
siding, Robert  51.  T.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  was  elected 
President  pro  tempore;  James  H.  Nash,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Secretary ;  and  James  Page,  of  North  Carolina, 
Doorkeeper. 

^Za&amo— Mr. Yancey  died,  and  Robert  Jemison  was  elected, 
August  22, 1863,  to  tho  vacancy. 

Arkansas— Mr.  Mitchel  had  been  elected,  shortly  before 
secession,  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  six  years, 
from  March  4, 1861. 

Georgia— Mv.  Toombs  having  accepted  a  brigadier's  com- 
mission did  not  take  his  scat,  and  he  was  succeeded, 
March,  1862,  by  Dr.  John  W.  Lewis,  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor  Brown,  and,  December,  1862,  by  i3e«c/jeZ  V.  John- 
son, elected  by  the  Legislature. 

Mississippi— Mr.  Brown,  when  elected,  was  captain  of  a 
company  in  the  17th  Mississippi  volunteers.  Mr.  Wal- 
ter Brooke  was  at  first  announced  elected  over  Mr. 
Phelan,  but  the  latter  appeared  and  was  qualified  at 
the  first  session. 

North  Carolina— M.r.  Davis,  when  he  resigned  to  become 
Attorney  General,  was  succeeded  by  WilUarA  A.  Gra- 
ham. 

Tennessee-Mr.  Henry,  early  in  1862,  was  A.  A.  G.  on  Gen- 
eral Pillow's  staff. 

Virginia— Mr.  Preston  was  succeeded,  January  28, 1863,  by 
Allen  T.  Caperton. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Speaker — Thomas  S.  Bocock,  of  Virginia. 

^iabama— Thomas  J.  Foster,   William  R.  Smith,  John  P. 

Ralls,  Jabez  L.  M.  Curry,  Francis  S.  LyMi,  William  P. 

Chilton,  David  Clopton,  James  L.  Pugh,  Edward  S. 

Dargan — 9. 
Arkansas* — Felix  I.  Batson,  Grandison  D.  Royston,  Augus- 
tus H.  Garland,  Thomas  B.  Hanley — 4. 
Florida — James  B.  Dawldns,  Robert  B.  Hilton — 2. 
Georgia — Julien  Hartridge,  C.  J.  Munnerlyn,  Hines  Holt, 

Augiistus  H.  Kenan,  Daniel  W.  Lewis,  William  W. 

Clark,  Robert  P.  Trippe,  Lucius  J.  Gartrell,   Hardy 

Strickland,  Augustus  R.  Wrir/ht — 10. 
Kentucky* f— Willie  B.  Machen,  John  W.  Crockett,  Henry 

E.  Read,  George  W.  Ewing,  James  S.  Clirisman,  Theo- 
dore L.  Burnett,  H.  W.  Bruce,  G.  B.  Hodge,  Ely  M. 
Bruce,  James  W.  Moore,  Robert  J.  Breckinridge,  Jr., 
John  M.  Elliott— Vi. 

Louisiana — Charles  J.  Villere,  Cliarles  M.  Conrad,  Duncan 

F.  Kenuer,  Lucius  J.  Dupro,  Henry  Marshall,  John 
Perkins,  Jr. — 6. 

Mississijjjji* — J.  W.  Clapp,  Reuben  Davis,  Israel  Welsh, 


*  See  memoranilum  at  the  end  of  the  list. 

f  Members  sworn  August  18, 1862.    The  Provisional  Le- 
gislature of  Kentucky  thus  districted  the  State : 
First  District — Fulton,  Hickman,  McCracken,  Graves,  Cal- 
loway, Marshall,  Livingston,   Lyon,  Caldwell,  Trigg, 

Ballard. 
Second  District — Union,  Webster,  Hopkins,  Christian,  Todd, 

Henderson,  Daviess,  Muhlenburgh,  Crittemlen . 
Third  District  —  Hancock,  Ohio,  Grayson,  Breckinridge, 

Meade,  IlanUn,  Larue,  Butler,  Hart. 
Fourth  District — Logan,  Simpson,  Allen,  Monroe,  Barren, 

Edmondson,  Warren,  Metcalfe. 
Fifth  District  —  Cumberland,    Clinton,  Wayne,    Pulaski, 

Casey,  Lincoln,  Taylor,  Green,  Adair,  Russell. 
Sixth  District — Spencer,  Bullitt,  Nelson,  Washington,  Mat- 

rion,  Mercer,  Boyle,  Garrard,  Anderson. 
Seventh  District — Jefferson,  Shelby,  Oldham. 
Eighth  District — Ilenry,  Trimble,  Carroll,  Boone,  Gallatin, 

Grant,  Kenton,  Campbell. 
Ninth  District — Pendleton,  Bracken,  Nicholas,    Harrison, 

Bourbon,  Fleming,  Mason. 
Tenth  District — Bath,  Lewis,  Greenup,  Boyd,  Carter,  Law- 
rence, Montgomery,  Powell,  Morgan,  Rowan,  Wolfe, 

Estill,  Magoffin. 
Eleventh  District — Franklin,  Woodford,  Jessamine, Fayette, 

Madison,  Clarke,  Owen,  Scott. 
Twelfth  District — Rockcastle,  Knox,  Harlan,  Laurel,  Wliit- 

ioy.  Clay,  Perry,  Owsley,  ietcher,  Breatliitt,  Floyi^ 

Pike,  Johnson,  Jacksou. 
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Uenry  C.  Chambers,  Otho  R.  Singleton,  Ethelbert  Barks- 
dale,  Jo/in  J.  McRae — 7. 

Missouri— 'ihomnti  A.  Harris,  Casper  Vf.  Bell,  A.  II.  Con- 
row,  George  G.  Vest,  Thom;is  W.  Freeman,  William  U. 
Cook— 6. 

North  Carolina — W.  JV.  H.  Smith,  Rohert  R.  Bridgers,  Owen 
R.  Kenan.  Thomas  D.  McDowell,  A.  II.  Arringtou,  J.  B. 
McLean,  Thomas  S.  Ashe,  William  Lander,  Burgess  S. 
Gaither,  A.  J.  Davidson — 10. 

So\iih  Carolina* — John  McQueen,  William  Porcher  Miles, 
Milledpe  L.  Benham,  William  D.  Simpson,  James  Far- 
row, WilUam  TV.  Boi/ce — 6. 

Tennessee* — Joseph  B.  lleiskell,  William  G.  Swan,  William 
B.  Tibbs,  E.  L.  Gardenhire,  Henry  S.  Foote,  Meredith  P. 
Gentry,  George  W.  Jones,  Thomas  Menees,  John  D.  C. 
Atkins,  Joiin  V.  TTrtV/Zi^,  David  M.Currin— 11. 

Texas*— John  A.  Wilcox,  Clark  C.  Herbert,  Peter  W.  Gray, 
Frank  B.  Sexton,  Malcolm  D.  Graham,  William  15. 
Wright— 6. 

Virginia* — Muscoe  R.  H.  Gamett,  John  R.  Chambliss,  James 
Lyons,  Roger  A.  Pryor,  Thomas  S.  /?ococfc,  John  Goode, 
Jr.,  James  P.  Holcombe,  JDanH  C.  De  Jarnelte,  William 
Smith,  Alexander  R.  Boteler,  John  B.  Baldwin,  Waller 
R.  Staples,  Walter  Preston,  Albert  G.  Jenkins,  Robert 
Johnston,  Charles  W.  Russell — 16. 

October  9, 1SC2,  at  the  second  session,  Elias  C.  Bonflinot 
was  admitted  a  delegate  from  the  Cherokee  nation. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Emmet  Dixon,  of  Georgia,  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  House, 
and  R.  II.  Wynn,  of  Alabama,  Doorkeeper. 

Arkansas — Mr.  Garland's  seat  was  contested  by  Jilson  P. 
Johnson. 

Kentucky— Mr.  Hodges  was  not  sworn  until  August  10, 
18C2. 

Mississippi— Mr.  Davis  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by 
William  D.  IIoldeE. 

South  Carolina — Mr.  Bonham  was  elected  Governor  in  Jan- 
uary, 1SG3,  and  was  succeeded  by  Lewis  M.  Ayer. 

Tennessee — Mr.  Currin  died  during  the  Congress,  after  his 
election  to  the  second  Congress. 

Texas — Mr.  Wilcox  died  during  the  Congress,  after  his  elec- 
tion to  the  second  Congress. 

Virginia — Mr.  Garnett  died,  January  12, 1864.  Blr.  Prvor 
was  appointed  a  brigadier  general  in  the  fall  of  1802, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Charles  F.  Collier.  Mr.  Smith 
accepted  a  colonel's  commission,  was  succeeded  by 
David  Fuusten,  and  was  elected  Governor  in  1803.  Mr. 
Baldwin  was  appointed  a  colonel  of  Virginia  troops  in 
the  fall  of  ISOl,  by  Governor  Letcher.  Mr.  Jenkins 
■was  appointed  brigadier  genei-al,  and  resigned  in  Juno 
or  July,  1802;  was  succeeded  by  Samuel  A.  Miller;  and 
died  in  the  summer  of  1S04,  in  Southwestern  Virginia, 
of  wounds  received  in  battle. 

THE  SECOND  COWGRESS. 

Febru.\rt  19,  1S61,  TO  Febru.vrt  is,  1806. 

The  first  session  closed  June  15;  the  second  began  Nov.  7. 

SENATORS. 

The  following  are  the  changes  from  the  first 

Congress  : 

AUihama — Richard  Wilde  Walker,  in  place  of  Clement  C. 

Clay,  Jr. 
Mississipjii—J.  W.  C.  Watson,  in  place  of  James  Phelan. 
Arkansas* — Augustus  11.  Garland,  in  place  of  Dr.  Charles  B. 

Mitchel,  doceiusod. 
Missouri* — Waldo  P.  Johnson,  in  place  of  Mr.  Peyton  ;  and 
L.  M.  Louis,  in  place  of  Mr.  Clark. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Arkansas— Mr.  Garland  was  elected  September  27,  receiv- 
ing, according  to  the  Washington  (Ark.)  Telegraph,  on 
the  first  ballot,  28  votes,  Albert  Pike  receiving  l-i,  and 
Alfred  B.  Greenwood  1.     Mr.  Garland's  vacancy  in  the 
House  h;vs  not  yet  been  filled. 
Missouri— h.  M.  Louis  was  elected  Senator,  in  the  recess 
between  the  first  and  second  sessions. 
The  officers  of  the  Senate  are :  J.  II.  Nash,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, secretary:  E.  H.  Stevens,  of  South' Carolina,  assistant 
seLielary;  C'  T.  Bruen,  of  Virginia,  journal  clerk;  J.  W. 
Andenson,  recording  clerk;  Lafayette  11.  Fitzh\igh,  of  Ken- 
tucky, sergeant-at-arms;  James  Page,  of  North  Carolina, 
doorkeeper. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Speaker — Thomas  S.  Bocock,  of  Virginia. 


Alabama — Thomas  J.  Foster,*  William,  R.  Smith,*  William- 
son R.  W  Cobb.f  Marcus  H.  Cruikshank,  Francis  S. 
L'jnn,*  William  P.  Chilton,*  David  Clapton,*  James  L. 
Pagh/f  J.  S.  Dickinson— 9. 

Arkanaas* — Felix  I.  Batson,*  Rufus  K.  Garland,  Augnstns 
H.  Garland.*  Thomas  B.  Ilanley* — 4. 

Florida— St..  George  Rogers,  Robert  B.  Hilton*— 2. 

Georgia — Jiilien  Ilartridge,*  William  E.  Smith,  Mark  H. 
ijlanford,  Clifford  Anderson,.  J.  T.  Shewmake,  J.  H. 
Echols,  James  JI.  Smith,  H.  P.  Bell,  George  N.  Lester, 
Warren  Aiken — 10. 

Kentucky — Willie  B.  Machen,*  George  W.  Triplett,  Henry 
E.  Read,*  George  W.  Ewing,*  James  S.  Chrisman.*  The- 
odore L.  Burnett,*  H.  W.  Bruce,*  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Ely  M.  Bruce,  ■  James  W.  Moore,*  Benjamin  F.Bradley, 
John  M.  Elliott*— V2. 

Louisiana* — Charles  J.  Villere,*  Charles  M.  Ccmrad,*  Dun- 
can F.  Kenner,*  Lucius  J.  Dupre,*  B.  L.  Hodge,  John 
Perkins,  Jr* — 6. 

Mississippi — John  A.  Orr,  William  D.  Holder,*  Israel 
Welsh,*  Henry  C.  Chambers,*  Otho  R.  Singleton,*  Ethel- 
bert Barksdale,*  J.  T.  Lumpkin— 7. 

Missouri* — Thomas  L.  Snead,  N.  L.  Norton,  John  B.  Clark, 
A.  H.  Conrow,*  George  G.  Vest,*  Peter  S.  Wilkes,  R.  A. 
Hatcher — 7. 

North  Carolina —  William  JV.  H.  Smith,*  Robert  R.  Bridgers,* 
J.  T.  Leach,  Thomas  C.  Fuller,  Josiah  Turner,  Jr.,  John 
A.  Gilmer,  James  M.  Leach,  James  G.  Ramsay,  Burgess 
S.  Gaither,*  George  W.  Logan— 10. 

South  Carolina— iwmea  M.  Wi'therspoon,  William  Porcher 
Miles,*  Lewis  M.  Ayer,*  William  D.  Simpson,*  James 
Farrow,*  Williuvi  W.  Boyce* — 6. 

Tennessee* — Joseph  B.  Heiskell,*  William  G.  Swan,*  A.  S. 
Colyer,  John  P.  Murray,  Henry  S.  Foote,*  F.  A.  Keeble, 
James  McCallum,  Thomas  Menccs,*  John  D.  C.  Atkins^ 
John  V.  irnp//^,*  Michael  W.Cluskey— 11. 

reias*— Stephen  II.  Darden,  Claiborne  C.  Herbert,*  A.  M. 
Branch,  Frank  B.  Sexton,*  J.  R.  Baylor,  S.  H.  Mor- 
gan— 6. 

Virginia — Robert  L.  Montague,  Robt.  H.  Whitfield,  Williams 
C.  Wickham,  Thomas  S.  Gholson,  Thomas  S.  Bocock,* 
John  Goode,  Jr.,*  William  C.  Rives,  Daniel  C.  De  Jar- 
ncftr,*  David  Funsten,*  F.  W.  M.  Holladay,  John  B. 
Baldwin,*  Waller  R.  Staples,*  Fayette  McMallen,  Samuel 
A.  Miller,*  Robert  Johnston,*  Charles  W.  Russell*— 16. 

DELEGATES. 

Arizona — M.  H.  Macwillie. 

Cherokee  Nation — E.  C  Boudinot. 

Choctaw  Nation — R.  M.  Jones. 

Creek  and  Seminole  Nations — S.  B.  Callahan. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Arkansas — Augustus  II.  Garland  between  the  two  sessions 

was  elected  a  Senator  in  place  of  Mr.  Mitchel,  deceased. 

His  vacancy  in  the  House  has  not  yet  been  filled. 
Louis-iana — B.  L.  Hodge,  sitting  at  the  first  session,  was  not 

a  member  at  the  second,  and  the  vacancy  has  not  been 

filled. 
Missonri — Messrs.  Snead,  Norton  and  Wilkes  were  elected 

during  the  recess  between  the  two  sessions. 
Tennessee — Michael  AV.  Cluskey    was  elected  during  the 

recess  to  Mr.  Currin's  vacancy. 
Texas — Stephen  II.  Darden  was  chosen  between  the  two 

sessions  to  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr. 

Wilcox. 
The  officers  of  the   House  are:    Albert  R.  Lamar,  of 
Georgia,  clerk ;  James  McDonald,  De  Louis  Dalton,  Henry 
C.  LowTing,   assistant  clerks;  R.  H.  Wynn,  of  Alabama, 
doorkeeper. 

Those  marked  thus  *  were  members  of  the  last  House. 


*  States  marked  thus  *  see  memorandum  at  the  end  of  each 
list. 


•t-lSC4,  May  3 — Mr.  Chilton  offered  this  resolution,  which 
was  adopted — yeas  60,  nays  6  : 

Wheraas,  the  report  is  in  circulation  and  has  found  its 
\ray  into  the  public  prints  impugning  the  loyalty  of  the 
Hon.  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  member  elect  of  this  House 
from  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  tending  to  show  that  he  is 
in  complicity  witli  and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Confetlerate  States,  and  therefore  unfit  to  be  a 
representative  of  a  loyal  constituency;  Therefore, 

Resolved.  That  a  cuinmitteo  of  five  members  be  appointed 
by  the  Speaker  to  iiKpiire  into  such  rep(U-ts,  and  to  collect 
and  report  iipon  the  testimony  bearing  upon  the  loyalty  or 
disloyalty  of  said  member,  and  report  the  same  to  this 
House  with  such  recommendation  as  to  its  i^urther  action 
in  the  premises  as  to  said  committee  shall  'seem  proper; 
and  that  Mr.  Cobb  be  notified  by  the  committee,  if  practi- 
cable, of  the  sitting  of  the  committee,  and  lliat  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  lor  persons  and  jiapers. 

Mr.  Cobb  has  since  come  within  our  lines,  and,  at  the 
present  session,  November  17,  was  expelled  from  the  House. 


NATIONAL  POLITICAL  CONVENTIONS. 


Union  National  Convention. 

This  body  met  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  on  Tues- 
day, June  7,  at  Baltimore,  in  accordance  with 
the  call  of  the  National   Executive  Committee  : 

The  undersigned,  who  by  original  appointment,  or  sulise- 
quent  designation  to fiUvacancies,  coLstitute  the  Execntive 
Committee  created  by  the  National  Convention  lield  at  Chi- 
cago on  the  IGtIi  day  of  May,  18G0,  do  hereby  call  upon  all 
qualified  voters  who  desire  the  unconditional  maintenance 
of  the  Union,  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
complete  suppression  of  the  existing  rebellion,  witli  tho 
cause  thereof,  by  vigorous  war,  and  all  apt  and  efficient 
means,  to  send  delegates  to  a  convention  to  assemble  at 
r.altimore  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  June,  ISGi,  at  12 
o'clock,  noon,  fir  the  purpose  of  jjrescnting  candidates  for 
the  offices  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States.  Each  State  having  a  representation  in*  Congress 
will  be  entitled  to  as  many  delegates  as  shall  bo  equal  to 
twice  the  number  of  electors  to  which  such  State  is  entitled 
ill  the  Electoral  College  of  the  United  States. 

EDWIN  D.  MORGAN,  New  York,  Chairman. 

CHARLES  J.  OILMAN,  Maine. 

E.  H.  ROLLINS,  New  Hampshire. 

L.  BRAINEIiD,  Vermont. 

J.  Z.  GOODRICH,  Mast^achusetts. 

THOMAS  G.  TURNER,  Rhode  Island. 

GIDEON  WELLES,  Connecticut. 

DENNING  DUER.  New  Jersey. 

EDWARD  Mcpherson,  PennsylTania. 

N.  B.  SMITIIERS,  D'.-laware. 

J.  F.  WAGNER,  Marvland. 

THOMAS  SP00NER,"Ohio. 

H.  S.  lane,  Indiana. 

SAMUEL  L.  CASEY,  Kentucky. 

E.  PECK.  Illinois. 

IIERRERT  M.  HOXIE,  Iowa. 

AUSTIN  BLAIR,  Michigan. 

CARL  SIIURZ.  Wisconsin. 

W    D.  WASHBURN,  Viinnesota. 

CORNELIUS  COLE,  California. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS,  Kansas. 

0.  II.  IRISH,  Nebraska. 

JOS.  GERHARDT,  District  of  Columbia. 
■W.\sniSOTo>',  February  22,  1864. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  Senator 
Morgan,  of  New  York,  who  said: 

Memuers  of  the  Convention:  It  is  a  little  more  than 
eight  years  since  it  wasresoU'ed  to  forma  national  party  to 
be  conducted  upon  the  principles  and  policy  which  had  been 
established  and  maintained  by  those  illustrious  statesmen, 
George  Wa>Iiini^t(in  and  Thomas  Jefferson.  A  Convention 
washelilin  I'liiladelphia,  under  the  shade  of  tlie  trees  that 
surrounded  the  Hall  of  Independence,  and  candidates — Fre- 
mont and  Dayton — were  chosen  to  uphold  our  cause.  But 
the  State  of  J'ennsylvania  gave  its  electoral  vote  to  James 
Buchanan,  and  the  election  of  1856  wa.s  lost. 

Nothini;  daunted  by  defeat,  it  was  immediately  deter- 
mined "to  ligiiton  tliis  line,"  not  only  "all  summer,"  [ap- 
plause,] but  four  sununers  and  four  winters:  and  in  1S60 
the  party  banner  was  again  unfurled,  with  t!ie  names  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  [applause]  and  Hannibal  Hamlin  in- 
scribed thereon.  This  time  it  Wiissuccessfnl,  but  with  suc- 
cess came  rebellion;  and  with  rebellion  of  course  came 
war;  uud  war,  terrible  civil  war,  has  continued  with  vary- 


ing success  up  to  nearly  the  period  when  it  is  necessary, 
under  our  Constitution,  to  prepare  for  ai-other  Presidential 
election.  It  is  for  this  highly  responsible  purpose  that  you 
are  to-day  assembled.  It  is  not  my  duty  nor  my  purpose 
to  indicate  any  general  course  of  action  for  this  Conven- 
tion; but  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that,  in  view  of 
the  dread  realities  of  the  past,  and  of  what  is  passing  at 
this  moment — and  of  the  f\ict  tliat  tho  bones  of  our  soldiers 
lie  bleaching  in  every  State  of  this  Union,  and  with  the 
knowledge  of  tho  further  fact  that  this  has  all  been  caused 
by  slavery,  the  party  of  which  you,  gentlemen,  are  the  del- 
egated and  honored  representatives,  will  fall  short  of  ac- 
complishing its  great  mission,  unless,  among  its  other  re- 
solves, it  shall  declare  for  such  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  ^\ill  positively  prohibit  African  slavery  in  the 
United  States.  [Prolonged  applause,  followed  by  three 
cheers.] 

In  behalf  of  the  National  Committee,  I  now  propose  for 
temporary  President  of  this  Convention,  Robert  J.  Breck- 
inridge, of  Kentucky  [applause,]  and  appoint  Governor  Ran- 
dall, of  Wisconsin,  and  Governor  King,  of  New  York,  as  a 
committee  to  conduct  the  Presidentpro  tern,  to  the  chair. 

On  being  introduced,  Dr.  Breckinridge,  who 
was  most  enthusiastically  received,  said: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention:  You  cannot  be  more  sen- 
sible than  I  am  that  tho  part  which  I  have  to  perform  hero 
to-day  is  merely  a  matter  of  form  ;  and  acting  upon  the 
principles  of  my  whole  life,  I  was  inclined,  when  tho  sug- 
gestion was  made  to  me  from  various  quarters,  that  it  was 
in  the  mind  of  mauy'members  of  the  Convention  to  confer 
this  distinction  upon  mo,  to  earnestly  decline  to  accept ; 
because  I  have  never  sought  honors — I  have  never  sought 
disiinction.  I  have  been  a  working  man,  and  nothing  else. 
But  certain  considerations  led  me  to  change  my  mind.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

There  is  a  class  of  men  in  the  cor.ntry,  far  too  small  for 
the  good  of  tho  country — those  men  who  merely  by  their 
example, by  their  p:'n,  by  thoir  voice,  try  to  do  good — and 
a'l  the  more  in  perilous  times — without  regard  to  the  re- 
ward that  may  come.  It  was  given  to  many  such  men  to 
understand,  by  the  distinction  conferred  upon  one  of  the 
humblestof  ih"eirclass,(hat  they  were  men  whom  the  coun- 
try would  cherish,  and  who  would  not  be  forgotten. 

There  is  another  motive  relative  to  yourselves  and  to  the 
country  at  large.  It  is  good  for  you,  it  is  good  for  every  na- 
tion and  every  people,  every  Stateand  every  party,  to  cher- 
ish all  generous  impulses,  to  follow  all  noble  instincts;  and 
there  are  none  m  re  noble,  none  more  generous  than  to 
purge  yourselves  of  all  self-seekers  and  betrayers,  and  to 
confer  ofQcial  distinctions,  if  it  be  only  in  mere  forms,  upon 
those  who  are  worthy  to  be  trusted,  and  ask  nothing  more. 
[Ap]ilause.] 

Now  according  to  my  convictions  of  propriety,  having 
said  this,  I  should  say  nothing  more.    [Cries  of  '•  go  on.''] 

But  it  has  been  intimated  to  me  from  many  quarters,  and 
in  a  way  which  I  cannot  disregard,  that  I  should  disap- 
point the  wishes  of  my  friends,  and  perhaps  the  just  expec- 
tations of  the  Convention,  if  I  did  not  ^is  briefly,  and  yet 
as  precisely  its  I  could,  say  somewhat  upon  the  great 
matters  which  have  brought  us  here.  Therefore,  in  a  very 
few  words,  and  iis  plainly  as  I  can,  I  will  endeavor  to  draw 
your  attention  to  one  and  another  of  these  great  matters  in 
which  wo  are  all  engaged. 

In  the  first  place,  nothing  can  bo  more  plain  than  the 
fact  that  yon  are  here  as  the  representatives  of  a  great  na- 
tion— voluntary  representatives  chosen  without  forms  of 
law,  but  as  reaily  representing  tho  feelings,  tho  principles, 
and  if  you  choose,  the  prejudices  of  the  American  people, 
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as  if  it  were  written  in  laws  and  already  passed  liy  votes — 
fnr  tlie  man  that  you  will  nominate  hero  for  the  Presidency 
of  the  United  States,  and  ruler  of  a  great  people  in  a  great 
criois,  is  just  as  certain  I  suppose  to  become  that  ruler  as 
anything  under  heaven  is  certain  before  it  is  done.  [Pro- 
longed cheering.]  And,  moreover,  you  vill  allow  me  to 
Bay,  though  perhaps  it  is  hardly  strictly  proper  that  I 
should — but  as  far  as  I  know  your  opinions  I  ?^uppose  it  is 
just  as  certain  now  before  you  utter  it  whose  name  yc ni  will 
utter,  and  which  will  be  responded  to  from  one  end  to  the 
other  of  this  nation,  as  it  will  be  after  it  has  been  uttered 
and  recorded  by  your  secretary.  Does  any  man  doubt  that 
tills  Convention  intends  to  say  that  Abraham  Lincoln  shall 
be  the  nominee?  [Great  applause.]  What  I  wish,  how- 
ever, to  call  your  attention  to  is  the  grandeur  of  the  mis- 
Bion  upon  which  you  are  met,  and  therefore  the  dignity  and 
Bolemnity,  earnestness  and  conscientiou.sness  with  which, 
representing  one  of  the  greatest  and  certainly  one  of  the 
first  people  of  the  world,  you  ought  to  discharge  these 
duties.    [Applause.] 

Now,  bLS.deslhe  nomination  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident, in  regard  to  which  Second  office  I  wdl  sav  nothing, 
because  I  know  there  is  more  or  less  difference  of  opinion 
among  you;  but  besides  these  nominations,  you  have  other 
most  solemn  duties  to  perform.  You  have  to  organize  this 
party  thoroughly  throughout  the  United  States.  You  have 
tti  put  it  in  whatever  form  your  wisdom  will  suggest  that 
will  unite  all  your  wisdom,  energy,  and  determination  to 
gain  the  victory  which  I  have  already  said  was  in  our 
power.  More  than  that,  you  have  to  lay  down  with  clear- 
ness and  precision  the  principles  on  which  you  intend  to 
c;irry  on  this  great  political  contest  and  prosecute  the  war 
which  is  underneath  them,  and  the  glorv  of  the  country 
which  lies  before  us  if  we  succeed.  Plainly— not  in  a  dou- 
ble sense — briefly— not  in  a  treatise— with  the  dignity  and 
precision  of  a  great  people  to  utter,  by  its  representatives, 
the  political  principles  by  which  they  intend  to  live,  and 
for  the  sake  of  which  they  are  willing  to  die.  So  that  <dl 
men  everywhere  may  understand  precisely  what  we  mean, 
and  lay  that  furrow  so  deeply  and  clearly  that  while  every 
man  who  is  worthy  to  associate  with  freemen  may  see  it 
and  pass  over  it,  every  man  who  is  unworthy  may  be  either 
unable  to  pass  it  or  may  be  driven  far  from  us.'  Wc  want 
cone  but  those  who  are  like  us  to  be  with  iis    [Applause.] 

Now,  among  these  principles,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say 
it,  the  first  and  most  distinct  is,  that  we  do  not  intend  to 
permit  this  nation  to  be  destroyed.  [Applause.]  Wc  are  a 
nation— no  doubt  a  peculiar  one— a  nation  formed  of  States, 
and  no  nation  except  as  these  States  form  it.  And  these 
States  are  no  States  except  as  they  are  States  in  that  nation. 
They  had  no  more  right  to  repudiate  the  nation  than  the 
nation  h;i.s  to  repudiate  them.  None  of  them  had  even  the 
shadow  of  a  right  to  do  this,  and  God  helping  us,  wo  will 
vindicate  that  truth  so  that  it  shall  niver  be  disputed  any 
more  in  this  world.  [Applause.]  It  is  a  fearful  alternative 
that  is  set  before  us,  but  there  are  great  compensations  for 
it.  Those  of  you  who  have  attended  to  this  subject  know,  or 
ought  to  know,  that  from  the  foundation  of  the  present 
Government,  before  and  since  our  present  Constitution  was 
formed,  there  have  always  been  parties  that  had  no  faith  in 
our  Government.  The  men  that  formed  it  were  doubtful 
of  its  success,  and  the  men  that  opposed  its  formation  did 
not  desire  its  success.  And  I  am  bold  to  say,  without  detain- 
ing you  on  this  subject,  that  with  all  the  outcry  about  our 
violations  of  the  Constitution,  this  present  living  genera- 
tion and  this  present  Union  party  are  more  thoroughly 
devoted  to  that  Constitution  than  any  generation  that  has 
ever  lived  under  it.  [Applause.]  VVhile  I  say  that,  and 
solemnly  believe  it,  and  believe  it  is  capable  of  the  strongest 
proof,  I  may  also  add  that  it  is  a  great  error  which  is  being 
propagated  in  our  land,  to  say  that  our  national  life  depends 
merely  upon  the  sustaining  of  that  Constitution.  Our 
fathers  made  it,  and  we  love  it. 

But  if  it  suits  us  to  change  it  we  can  do  so.  [Applause.] 
And  when  it  suits  us  to  change  it  we  will  change  it.  [Ap- 
plause.] If  it  were  torn  into  ten  thousand  pieces  the 
nation  would  be  as  much  a  nation  as  it  wa.s  before  the 
Constitution  was  made— a  nation  always  that  declared  its 
independence  as  a  united  people,  and  lived  as  a  united  people 
until  now— a  nation  independent  of  all  particular  institu- 
tions under  which  they  lived,  and  capable  of  modelling 
them  precisely  as  their  interests  require.  We  ought  to 
have  it  distinctly  understood  by  friends  and  enemies  that 
wldle  we  love  that  instrument  we  will  maintiun  it,  and 
will,  with  undoubted  certiunty,  put  to  death  friend  or  foe 
who  undertakes  to  trample  it  under  foot ;  yet,  beyond  a 
doubt,  wo  will  reserve  the  right  to  alter  it  to  suit  ourselves 
from  time  to  time  and  from  generation  to  generation.  [Ap- 
plause.] One  more  idea  on  that  subject.  Wo  have  incor- 
porated in  that  instrument  the  right  of  revolution,  which 
gives  us,  without  a  doubt,  the  right  to  change  it.  It  never 
existed  before  the  American  States,  and  by  the  right  to 
change  there  ia  no  need  of  rebelUou,  insurrection,  or  civil 


war,  except  upon  a  denial  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
all  free  governments — that  the  major  part  must  rule  ;  and 
there  is  no  other  method  of  carrying  on  society,  except  that 
the  will  of  the  majority  shall  be  the  will  of  the  whole — or 
that  the  will  of  the  minority  shall  be  the  will  of  the' whole. 
So  that,  in  one  word,  to  deny  the  principles  I  have  tried  to 
state  is  to  make  a  dogmatic  assertion  that  the  only  form 
of  government  that  is  possible  with  perfect  liberty  and 
acknowledged  by  God  U  a  pure  and  absolute  despotism. 
The  principles  therefore  which  I  am  trying  to  state  before 
you  are  pnnciples  which,  if  they  be  not  true,  freedom  is 
impossible,  and  no  government  but  one  of  pure  force  can 
exist  or  ought  to  endure  anjong  men.  But  the  idea  which 
I  wished  to  carry  out,  as  the  remedy  for  these  troubles  and 
sorrows,  is  this:  Dreadful  as  they  are,  this  fearful  truth 
runs  through  the  whole  liistory  of  mankind,  that  whatever 
else  may  be  done  to  give  stability  to  authority,  whatever 
else  may  be  done  to  give  perpetuity  to  institutions — how- 
ever wise,  however  glorious,  practicable,  and  just  may  be 
the  philosophy  of  it — it  has  been  found  that  the  only  en- 
during, the  only  imperishable  cement  of  all  free  institutions, 
has  been  the  blood  of  traitors.  No  Government  has  ever 
been  built  upon  imperishable  foundations  which  found.ir 
tions  were  not  laid  in  the  blood  of  traitors.  It  is  a  fearful 
truth,  but  we  had  as  well  avow  it  at  once,  and  evefy  blow 
you  strike,  and  every  rebel  you  kill,  every  battle  you  win, 
dreadful  as  it  is  to  do  it,  you  are  adding,  it  may  be,  a  year — 
it  may  be  ten  years — it  may  be  a  centmy — it  may  be  ten 
centuries  to  the  life  of  the  Government  and  the  freedom  of 
your  children.     [Great  applause.] 

Now,  passing  over  that  idea — passing  over  many  other 
things  which  it  would  be  right  for  me  to  say,  did  the  time 
serve  and  wore  this  the  occasion,  let  me  add — you  are  a 
Union  party.  [Applause.]  Your  origin  has  been  referred  to 
as  having  occurred  eight  years  ago.  In  one  sense  it  is  true. 
But  you  are  tivr  older  than  that.  I  see  before  me  not  only 
primitive  Republicans  and  primitive  Abolitionists,  but  I  see 
also  primitive  Democrats  and  primitive  Whigs — primitive 
Americans,  and,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  I  myself 
am  here,  who  all  my  life  have  been  in  a  party  to  myselt 
[Laughter  and  applause.]  As  a  Union  party  I  will  follow 
you  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  and  to  the  gates  of  death. 
[Applause.]  But  as  an  Abolition  party — as  a  Republican 
party— as  a  Whig  party— as  a  Democratic  party— as  an 
American  party,  I  will  not  follow  you  one  foot.  [Applause.] 
But  it  is  true  of  the  mass  of  the  American  people,  however 
you  may  divide  and  scatter  while  this  war  lasts,  while  the 
country  is  in  peril,  while  you  call  yourselves  as  you  do  in 
the  call  of  the  Convention,  the  Union  party — you  are  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  the  destruction  of  tliis 
rebellion,  root  and  branch.  And  in  my  judgment,  one  of 
the  greatest  errors  that  has  been  committed  by  our  admin- 
istration of  the  Federal  Government,  the  Chief  of  which  we 
are  about  to  nominate  for  another  term  of  office— one  of 
the  errors  has  been  to  believe  that  we  have  succeeded  where 
we  have  not  succeeded,  and  to  act  in  a  manner  which  is 
precisely  as  if  we  had  succeeded.  You  will  not,  you  cannot, 
succeed  until  you  have  utterly  broken  up  the  military 
power  of  these  people.    [Applause.] 

I  will  not  detain  you  upon  these  incidental  points,  one  of 
which  has  been  made  prominent  in  the  remarks  of  the  ex- 
cellent Chairman  of  the  National  Committee.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  would  be  willing  to  go  so  far  as  probably  he 
would.  But  I  cordially  agree  with  him  in  this — I  think, 
consideringwhat  has  been  done  about  slavery,  taking  the 
thing  as  it  now  stands,  overloolcing  altogether,  either  in 
the  way  of  condemnation  or  in  the  way  of  approval,  any 
act  that  has  brought  us  to  the  point  where  we  mo,  but  be- 
lieving in  my  conscience  and  with  all  my  heart,  that  what 
has  brought  us  where  we  are  in  the  matter  of  slavery,  is 
the  original  sin  and  folly  of  treason  and  secession,  because 
you  remember  that  the  Chicago  Convention  itself  was  un- 
derstood to  say,  and  I  believe  it  virtually  did  explicitly 
say,  that  they  would  not  touch  slavery  in  the  States,  leav- 
ing it  therefore  altogether  out  of  the  question  how  we  came 
where  we  are,  on  that  particular  point,  we  are  prepared  to 
go  further  than  the  original  Republicans  themselves  were 
prepared  to  go.  We  are  prepared  to  demand  not  only  that 
the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  made 
slave,  but  that  the  General  Government  of  the  American 
people  shall  do  one  of  two  things — and  it  appears  to  me 
that  there  is  nothing  else  that  can  be  done — either  to  use 
the  whole  power  of  the  Government,  both  the  war  power 
and  the  peace  power,  to  put  slavery  as  nearly  as  possible 
back  where  it  was — for,  although  that  would  be  a  fearful 
state  of  society,  it  is  better  than  anarchy ;  or  else  to  use 
the  whole  power  of  the  Government,  both  of  war  and  peace, 
and  all  the  practical  power  that  tho  people  of  the  United 
States  will  give  them  to  exterminate  and  extinguish  slav- 
ery.   [Prolonged  applause.] 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  for  myself  that  if  I  were 
a  pro-slavery  man,  if  I  believed  this  institution  was  an  or- 
dinance of  God,  and  was  given  to  man,  1  would  uuhesitat* 
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Ingly  join  those  who  demand  that  thp  Government  should 
L.e  put  back  where  it  was.  But  I  am  not  a  pro-slavei-y  mau — 
I  never  was;  I  unite  myself  with  those  wlio  believe  it  is 
contrary  to  the  brightest  interests  of  all  men  and  of  all 
governments,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  tlie  Christian  religion, 
and  incompatible  with  the  natural  rights  of  man.  I  join 
myself  with  those  who  say  away  withit  forever ;  [applause ;] 
and  I  fervently  pray  God  that  the  day  may  come  when 
throughout  the  wliole  land  every  man  may  be  iis  free  as  you 
are,  and  as  capable  of  onjoyiug  regulated  liberty.  [Pro- 
louged  applause.] 

I  will  not  detain  yon  any  longer.  One  single  word  you 
■will  allow  me  to  say  in  behalf  of  the  State  from  which  I 
come,  one  of  the  sm.Ulost  of  the  thousands  of  Israel.  We 
know  very  well  that  our  eleven  votes  are  of  no  consequence 
in  the  Presidential  election.  We  know  very  well  that  in 
our  present  unhappy  condition,  it  is  by  no  means  certain 
that  we  are  here  to-day  representing  the  party  that  will  cast 
the  majority  of  the  votes  in  that  unhappy  State.  I  know 
very  well  that  the  sentiments  which  I  am  uttering  will 
cause  me  great  odium  in  the  State  in  which  I  was  born, 
which  I  love,  where  the  bones  of  two  generations  of  my  an- 
cestors and  some  of  my  children  are.  and  where  very  soon 
I  shall  lay  my  own.  I  know  very  well  that  my  colleagues 
will  iucur  odium  if  they  indorse  what  I  say,  and  they,  too^ 
know  it.  But  we  have  put  our  faces  toward  the  way  in 
which  we  intend  to  go,  and  we  will  go  in  it  to  the  end.  If 
W3  are  to  perish,  we  will  perish  in  that  way.  All  I  have  to 
say  to  you  is,  help  us  if  you  can ;  if  you  cannot,  believe  in 
your  hecirts  that  we  have  died  like  men. 

Rev.  J  McKendree  Reiley,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  ofFered  a  prayer,  when  those 
States  which  are  represented  in  Congress  were 
called  for  lists  of  delegates. 

At  the  evening  session  of  Tuesday  the  perma- 
nent organization  was  trade,  with  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Dennison.  of  Ohio,  as  President.  On  taking 
the  chair,  he  said  : 

I  thank  you  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me, 
and  while  I  shall  bring  to  the  discharge  of  tiie  duties  of  the 
chair  little  experience  in  parliamentary  rules,  it  will  be  my 
pleasure,  as  my  duty,  to  spare  no  effort  in  contributing,  to 
the  extent  of  my  abilit3%  to  the  facilitating  of  the  business 
of  the  Convention,  and  securing  such  results  from  your  de- 
libei'ations  as  will  meet  the  loyal  expectations  of  the  coun- 
try. 

We  meet  here  as  representatives  of  the  true  friends  of  the  , 
Government  and  of  impartial  liberty — of  that  large  portion 
of  the  people  who  gratefully  appreciate  the  unmatched 
blessings  wliich  flow  from  our  institutions  well  administered, 
and  reject  any  form  of  human  enslavement,  not  in  punish- 
ment of  crime,  as  no  less  incompatible  with  the  rights  of 
humanity  than  with  the  genius  and  the  peaceful  workings 
of  republican  government.    [Prolonged  applause.] 

In  no  sense  do  wo  meet  as  members  or  representatives  of 
either  of  the  old  political  parties  wliich  bound  the  people,  or 
as  the  champions  of  any  principle  or  doctrine  peculiar  to 
either.  The  extraordinary  condition  of  the  country  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  has,  from  necessity,  taken 
ft-om  the  issues  of  these  parties  their  practical  significance, 
and  compelled  the  formation  of  suljstantiall)'  new  political 
organizations ;  hence  the  origiu  of  the  Union  party — if  party 
it  can  be  called — of  which  this  Convjntion  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  its  assembling,  the  accredited  representative,  and 
the  only  test  of  membership  in  wliich  is  an  unreserved,  un- 
conditional loyalty  to  the  Government  and  the  Union. 

Let  me  congratulate  you  upon  the  favorable  auspices 
of  your  meeting.  AVliile  the  deepest  anxiety  is  felt  by 
all  patriotic  men  as  to  the  result  of  the  war  unjustifia- 
bly forced  upon  the  Government  by  the  bad,  ambitious 
men  and  their  deceived  followers  in  the  rebellious  States, 
and  the  coimtry  is  filled  with  distress  and  mourning  over 
the  loss  of  so  many  of  our  brave  men  who  have  fallen  in 
battle,  or  died  in  hospitals  from  wounds  received  in  defence 
of  the  constitutional  authorities  of  the  Government,  we 
yet  have,  in  what  has  been  .-iccomplislied  towards  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion  and  the  extinguishment  of  its 
cause — in  the  heroic  deeds  of  our  noble  nrniics  and  gallant 
navy — in  the  renewal  of  the  patriotism  of  tlio  country  that 
almost  seemed  to  be  paralyzed  under  the  influence  of  our 
national  prosperity — in  the  unprecedented  generosity  of  the 
people,  awakened  by  the  wants  of  t!ie  Government  and 
the  necessities  of  its  defenders — much,  very  much  of  the 
highest  felicitation,  and  for  which  the  country  is  grateful  to 
Almighty  God.    [Applause.] 

And  may  I  not  add  to  these  causes  of  congratulation  the 
formation  of  the  political  organization  of  which  this  Con- 
vention is  a  representative,  which  has  so  nobly  sustained 
the  Government  in  its  efforts  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  and 
to  the  complete  accomplishment  of  which  its  energies  are 


consecrated;  the  patriotic  harmony  that  has  marked  onr 
assembling  and  will  characterize  all  our  proceedings,  and 
presenting  that  harmony  which  will  display  itself  in  the 
unanimous  nomination  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States  of  the  wise  and  good  man  whose  unselfish  devotion 
to  the  country,  in  the  administration  of  the  Government, 
has  secured  to  him  not  only  the  admiration,  but  the  warm- 
est aifection  of  every  friend  of  constitutional  liberty  ?  [Ap- 
plause.] 

I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  very  grave  responsibilities 
that  devolve  upon  you  as  members  of  this  convention.  The 
loyal  people  of  the  country  have  authorized  and  expect  you 
to  renew  on  their  part  the  pledge  of  then-  faith  to  support 
the  Goverumenf,  in  the  most  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  to  the  complete  suppression  of  tlie  rebellion,  regard- 
less of  the  time  or  the  resources  required  to  that  end,  and 
they  equally  expect  and  call  upon  you  to  declare  the  cause 
and  the  support  of  the  rebellion  to  be  slavery,  which,  aa 
well  for  its  treasonable  offences  against  the  Government  aa 
for  its  incompatibility  with  the  rights  of  humanity  and  the 
jjermanent  peace  of  tlie  country,  must,  with  the  terminal 
tion  of  the  war,  and  as  much  speedier  as  possible,  be  made 
to  cease  forever  in  every  State  and  Territory  of  the  Union. 
Cut  I  must  not  refer  to  other  subjects  of  interest  that  will 
challenge  your  attention. 

Uet  me  repeat  my  thanks  for  your  expressions  of  confi- 
dence in  me  in  having  selected  me  to  preside  over  your  de- 
liberations.   [Applause.] 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

Mr.  Preston  King,  of  New  York,  submitted 
the  report  of  the  majority  committee ;  which 
was  substantially  as  follows  : 

1st.  That  the  delegations  from  tho  States  of  Maine,  N«w 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  Rhode 
Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  IntUana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Min- 
nesota, Oregon,  Calilornia,  Kansas,  and  West  Virginia  were 
all  regular,  and  are  admitted  to  seats  vdth  all  the  righta 
and  privileges  of  members,  except  one  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, wliich  had  elected  four  instead  of  two  members.  The 
committee  admit  the  two  who  received  the  largest  number 
of  votes  as  delegates,  and  the  other  two  as  alternates. 

2d.  That  there  being  two  delegations  from  the  State  of 
Missouri,  claiming  seats,  tho  committee  recommend  that 
tliose  styling  themselves  the  Radical  Union  Delegation  be 
awarded  the  seats.    [Applause  and  cheering.] 

3d.  That  the  delegates  from  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Louis- 
iana, and  Arkansas  be  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  tha 
floor,  except  that  of  voting. 

4tli.  That  the  delegations  from  the  Territories  and  the 
District  of  Columbia  be  admitted  to  seats  and  all  the  privi- 
leges except  that  of  voting. 

5th.  That  the  persons  presenting  themselves  as  delegates 
from  tiie  State  of  South  Carolina  are  not  entitled  to  the 
rights  of  delegates  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr, 
Hiram  Smith,  of  Oregon,  made  a  minority  re- 
port, and  recommended  that  the  delegates  from 
the  States  of  Virginia,  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Kansas,  Tennessee,  and  Florida,  and  from  all 
the  Territories,  be  admitted,  with  the  right  to 
vote. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Insley,  of  Kansas,  made  a  report 
arguing  that,  especially  in  the  cases  of  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Nevada,  the 
delegates  be  admitted  with  the  right  to  vote. 

That  part  of  the  report  of  the  majority  rela- 
ting to  the  uncontested  seats  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  offered  a  substitute 
covering  three  points  in  report  of  the  majority: 

1st.  He  proposed  to  admit  both  of  the  Missouri  delegar 
tions,  and  that  where  they  agree  they  cast  the  vote  to  wliich 
the  State  is  entitled ;  where  they  disagree,  the  vote  of  the 
State  shall  not  be  cast. 

2d.  He  proposed  to  give  all  the  delegates  admitted  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  delegates,  without  exicption; 
liut  that  tlie  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  .should 
have  but  two  votes  each,  and  that  no  State,  District,  or 
Territory  should  cast  more  votes  than  it  h;is  delegates  pres- 
ent in  tlie  Convention. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called. 
When  Mr.  King's  amendment  relative  to  .Mis- 
souri was  lost ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee, 
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on  that  point,  was  adopted,  by  States,  and  as 

_follows : 

Ayes.  Nays. 

Maine l-l  0 

New  Hampshire 10  0 

Vermont 10  0 

MaBsachusetts 24  0 

Khode  Island 8  0 

Connecticut 12  o 

New  York 66  0 

New  Jersey 14  0 

Pennsylvania 49  3 

Delaware 6  0 

Maryland 14  0 

Kentucky 21  1 

Ohio 42  0 

Indiana 26  o 

Illinois 32  o 

Itlichigan 16  0 

tVisconsin 16  0 

(owa 16  0 

Minnesota 8  0 

California 10  0 

Oregon 6  0 

West  Virginia 10  0 

Kansas^ 6  0 

440  4 

The  question  was  still  further  divided,  and  a 
vote  then  taken  upon  admitting  the  fifteen  del- 
egates from  Tennessee,  with  the  right  to  v  te; 
which  was  agreed  to,  by  States,  as  follows: 

For.     Against. 

Maine 3  11 

New  Hampshire 0  10 

Vermont 2  8 

Massachusetts 0  24 

Khode  Island - 2  6 

Connecticut 10  2 

New  York 66  0 

New  Jersey 14  0 

Pennsylvania 31  21 

Delaware 1  4 

Maryland 1  13 

Missouri 19  3 

Kentucky 4  18 

Ohio 42  0 

Indiana 24  2 

Illinois 32  0 

Michigan 2  14 

Wisconsin 15  1 

Iowa 9  7 

Minnesota 1  7 

California „ 10  0 

Oregon 6  0 

West  Virginia 10  0 

Kansas 6  0 

Total SIO  151 

The  delegates  from  Louisiana  and  Arkansas 
were  then  admitted,  by  States,  as  follows : 

For.     Against. 

Maine 3  11 

New  Hampshire 0  10 

Vermont 5  5 

Massachusetts 0  24 

Rhode  Island - 1  7 

Connecticut 10  2 

New  York 61  3 

New  Jersey 14  0 

Pennsylvania 5  46 

Delaware 0  5 

Maryland 1  13 

Missouri 17  5 

Tennessee 15  0 

Kentucky 12  10 

Ohio 42  0 

Indiana 22  4 

Illinois 32  0 

Michigan 10  6 

Wisconsin 15  1 

Iowa 14  2 

Minnesota 0  8 

California 6  4 

Oregon 6  0 

West  Vuginia 10  0 

Kansas 6  0 

Total 307  167 


The  portions  of  the  majority  report,  as  thus 
amended,  were  then  agreed  to. 

The  Delegates  from  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and 
Nevada,  were  then  admitted  with  the  right  to 
vote. 

And  the  balance  of  the  report — admitting  the 
Delegates  from  Virginia  and  Florida,  without 
the  right  to  vote,  rejecting  the  Delegates  from 
South  Carolina,  and  admitting  the  Delegates 
from  the  remaining  Territories  without  the 
right  to  vote,  was  adopted. 

This  Platform  was  then  adopted  unanimous- 
ly, as  reported  by  Mr.  Raymond,  of  New  York, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee: 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  highest  duty  of  every  American 
citizen  to  ra.iintiiiii  against  all  their  enemies  the  integrity 
of  the  Ur.ion  and  the  paramount  authority  of  the  Constitu- 
tion anil  lavis  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  laying  aside 
all  diffcreiTes  of  political  opinion,  we  pledge  ourselves,  as 
Union  men,  animated  by  a  common  sentiment  and  aiming 
at  a  common  object,  to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  .aid 
the  Govirnmi  nt  in  quelling  by  force  of  arms  the  Rebellion 
now  raging  against  its  autliority,  and  in  bringing  to  the 
punishment  due  to  their  crimes  the  Rebels  and  traitors  ar- 
rayed ag.iinst  it.    [Prolonged  applause.] 

2.  Iiesdvcd,  That  we  approve  the  determination  of  the 
Government  of  1  lie  United  States  not  to  compromise  with 
Rebels,  or  to  offer  them  any  terms  of  peace,  except  such  as 
maj'  be  based  npou  an  unconditional  surrender  of  their 
hoKtility  and  a  return  to  their  just  allegiance  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  thatwe  call  upon 
the  Government  to  maintain  this  position,  and  to  prosecute 
the  war  witli  the  utmost  possible  vigor  to  the  complete 
suppression  of  the  Rebellion,  iu  full  reliance  upon  the  self- 
sacrificing  patx-iotism,  the  heroic  valor  and  the  imdying  de- 
votion of  tlie  American  people  to  their  country  and  its  free 
institutions.    [Ajjjjluuse.] 

3.  licfolrcd,  'Ihat  iis  Slavery  was  the  cause,  and  now  con- 
stitutes the  strength,  of  this  Rebellion,  and  as  it  must  be, 
alwaj's  and  everywhere,  hostile  to  the  principles  of  Repub- 
lican Governiueut,  justice  and  the  national  safety  demand 
its  utter  and  complete  extirpation  from  the  soil  of  the  Re- 
public [applanse  :J — and  that  while  we  uphold  and  maintain 
the  acts  and  proclamations  by  which  the  Government,  in 
its  own  defence,  lias  aimed  a  death-blow  at  this  gigantic 
evil,  wo  are  in  iavor,  furthermore,  of  such  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  to  bo  made  by  the  people  in  conformity 
with  its  provisions,  as  shall  terminate  and  forever  prohibit 
the  existence  of  Slavery  within  the  limits  or  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States.  [Tremendous  applause,  the  del- 
egates rising  and  waving  their  hats.] 

4.  liesotved.  That  the  thanks  of  the  American  people  are 
due  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Army  and  Navy  [ap- 
plause,] who  have  periled  their  lives  in  defence  of  their 
country  and  in  vindication  ol  the  honor  of  its  flag;  that 
the  nation  owes  to  them  some  permanent  recognition  of 
their  patriotism  and  their  valor,  and  ample  and  permanent 
pro\ision  for  tliose  of  their  sm'vivors  who  have  received 
disabling  and  honorable  wounds  in  the  service  of  the  conn- 
try ;  and  that  the  memories  of  those  who  have  fallen  In  its 
defence  sliall  be  held  in  grateful  and  everlasting  remem- 
brance.   [Loud  applause  and  cheers.] 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  approve  and  applaud  the  practical 
wisdom,  the  unselfish  patriotism  and  the  unswerving  fidel- 
ity to  the  Constitution  and  the  principles  of  American  lib- 
erty, with  which  Abraham  Lincoln  has  discharged,  under 
circumstances  of  unparalleled  difficulty,  the  great  duties 
and  responsibililies  of  the  Presidential  office;  that  wo  ap- 
prove and  endorse,  as  demanded  bj'  the  emergency  and  es- 
sential to  the  preservation  of  the  nation  and  as  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the  measures  and  acts  which 
he  has  adopted  to  defend  the  nation  against  its  open  and  se- 
cret foes;  that  we  approve,  especially,  the  Proclamation  of 
Emancipation,  and  the  employment  as  Union  soldiers  of 
men  heretotore  held  in  slavery,  [applause ;]  and  that  we  have 
full  confidence  in  his  determination  to  carry  tlie.=c  and  all 
other  Constitutional  measures  essential  to  the  salvation  of  the 
country  into  full  and  complete  eliect.  [Vociferous  applause.] 

6.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  essential  to  the  general  wel- 
faj-e  that  harmony  should  prevail  in  the  National  Councils, 
and  we  regard  as  worthy  of  public  confidence  and  official 
trust  those  only  who  cordially  endorse  the  principles  pro- 
claimed iu  these  resolutions,  and  which  should  characterizp 
the  administration  of  the  Government.    [Ai)plause.] 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Government  owes  to  all  men  em- 
ployed in  its  armies,  without  regard  to  distinction  of  color, 
the  full  protection  of  the  laws  of  war,  [applause,]  and  that 
any  violation  of  these  laws,  or  of  the  usages  of  civilized 
nations  iu  time  of  war,  by  the  Rebels  now  in  arms,  should 
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be  mado  the  subject  of  prompt  and  full  redress.  [Prolonged 
ttppliiiise.l  ^ 

8.  Kesolved,  That  foreign  immigration,  which  in  the  past 
has  addod  8o  much  to  the  wealth,  dc^velopnient  of  resources 
and  incre.'ise  of  power  to  this  nation,  th^-  asylum  of  the  op- 
pressed of  all  nations,  should  be  fostered  and  encouraged 
by  a  liberal  and  just  policy.    [Applause.] 

9.  liesnlved.  That  we  are  in  favor  of  a  speedj'  construc- 
tion of  the  Railroad  to  the  Pacific  coast.     [Ajjplause.J 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  National  faith,  pledged  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,  must  be  kept  inviolate,  and 
that  for  this  purpose  we  recommend  economy  and  rigid  re- 
Bponsibility  in  the  pubHc  expenditures,  and  a  vigorous  and 
just  system  of  taxation ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
loyal  State  to  sustain  the  credit  and  promote  the  use  of  the 
National  currency.    [Applause.] 

11.  Resolved,  That  wc  approve  the  position  taken  by  the 
Government  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  can  never 
regard  with  indifference  the  attempt  of  any  European 
Power  to  overthrow  by  force  or  to  supplant  by  fraud  the 
institutions  of  any  Republican  Government  ou  tlie  Western 
Continent — [prolonged  applause  I — and  that  they  will  view 
with  extreme  jealousy,  as  menacing  to  the  peace  and  inde- 
pendence of  their  own  country,  tie  efforts  of  any  such 
power  to  obtiiin  new  footholds  for  Monarclxial  Governments, 
sustained  by  foreign  military  force,  in  near  proximity  to  the 
United  States.    [Loug-contiHued  applause.] 

KE-NOMINATION    OP    PRESIDENT    LINCOLN. 

Tlie  vote  was  ta  :en  by  States,  when  all  were 
found  to  have  voted  for  Mr.  Lincoln,  except 
Missouri — for  General  Grant. 

Before  the  announcement  of  the  result,  Mr. 
Hume,  of  Missouri,  moved  that  the  nomination 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  be  declared  unanimous. 
His  delegation  had  been  instructed  to  vote  for 
General  Grant,  but  he  was  now  in  favor  of  de- 
claring the  nominalion  already  made  to  be 
unanimous. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  amidst  a  furore  of 
applause. 

The  president  then  announced  the  result, 
statiniT  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois,  was 
the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Union  National 
party  of  the  country  for  the  next  Presidency. 

VOTE  FOR  vice-president. 


States  and  Tereitories. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire. 

Vermont 

Massachusetts ... . 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Louisiana , 

Arkansas 

Missouri 

Tennessee , 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Michigan 

Wisconsin 

Iowa 

Minnesota 

California 

Oregon 

SVeal  Virginia 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

Culorada 

Nevada 
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Several  of  the  States  changed  their  votes  to 


Johnson,  and  the  final  result  reached  was  as 

follows : 

Johnson.    Dickinson.    Hamlin. 

Maine 14  0  0 

New  Hampshire 10  0  0 

Vermont 10  0  0 

Massachusetts 21  3  0 

Rhode  Island 7  10 

Connecticut 12  0  0 

New  York 66  0  0 

New  Jersey 14  0  0 

Pennsylvania 62  0  0 

Delaware 6  0  0 

Maryland 14  0  0 

Louisiana 14  0  0 

Arkansas » 10  0  0 

Missouri 22  0  0 

Tennessee 15  0  0 

Kentucky 21  0  0 

Ohio 42  0  0 

Indiana 26  0  0 

Illinois 32  0  0 

Michigan 16  0  0 

Wisconsin 2  10  4 

Iowa 16  0  0 

Minnesota 0  3  6 

California 10  0  0 

Oregon 6  0  0 

West  Virginia 10  0  0 

Kansas 6  0  0 

Nebraska 6  0  0 

Colorado 6  0  0 

Nevada 6  0  0 

Total 494  17  _9 

The  President.  Andrew  Johnson,  having 
received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  is  declared 
duly  noftninated  as  the  candidate  of  the  National 
Union  Party  for  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tremain,  of  New  York,  the 
nomination  of  Andrew  Johnson  was  declared 
unanimous. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  routine  busi- 
ness, the  convention  adjourned. 

the  president's  reception  of  the  nomination. 

Thursday,  June  9 — The  committee  to  ratify 
the  nominees  called  upon  the  President,  when 
the  following  proceedings  took  place  : 

Governor  Dennison,  president  of  the  conven- 
tion and  chairman  of  said  committee,  ad- 
dressed the  President  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  :  The  National  Union  Convention,  which 
closed  its  sittings  at  Baltimore  yesterday,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  one  from  each  State,  with  myself  as  its 
chairman,  to  inform  you  of  your  unanimous  nomination  by 
that  convention  for  election  to  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States.  That  committee,  I  have  the  honor  of  now 
informing  you,  is  present.  On  its  behalf,  I  have  also  the 
honor  of  presenting  you  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  or 
platform  which  were  adopted  by  that  convention,  as  expres- 
sive of  its  sense,  and  of  the  sense  of  the  loyal  people  of  the 
country  which  it  represents ;  of  the  principles  and  the 
policy  that  should  characterize  the  administration  of  the 
Government  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country.  I  need 
not  say  to  you,  sir,  that  the  convention,  in  thus  unanimously 
nominating  you  for  re-election,  but  gave  utterance  to  the 
almost  universal  voice  of  the  loyal  people  of  the  country. 
To  doubt  of  your  triumphant  election  would  be  little  short 
of  abandoning  the  hope  of  the  final  suppression  of  the  re- 
bellion, and  the  restoration  of  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment over  the  insurgent  States. 

Neither  the  convention  nor  those  represented  by  that 
body  cntertiiiued  any  doubt  as  to  the  final  result.  Under 
your  administration,  sustained  by  that  loyal  people  and  by 
our  noble  army  and  gallant  navy,  neither  did  the  conven- 
tion nor  do  this  committee  doubt  the  speedy  suppression  of 
this  most  wicked  and  unprovi iked  rebellion.  [Acopy  of  the 
resolutions  were  hero  handed  to  the  President.] 

I  should  iicUl,  Mr.  I'resident,  It  would  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  committee  to  conimmiicate  to  you,  within  a  few  days, 
through  one  of  its  most  accomplished  members,  Mr.  Curtis,, 
of  New  York,  by  letter,  more  at  length  the  circumstances, 
under  which  you  have  been  placed  in  nommation  for  tbo- 
Presidency. 
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THE    PRESIDENT  S    RESPONSE. 

The  President,  taking  the  resolutions  from 
his  pocket  where  he  had  placed  them,  and  un- 
folding the  same,  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  a-vd  Gentlemen  of  the  CoMMrrrEE  :  I  will 
neither  conceal  my  gratification  nor  restrain  the  expression 
of  my  gratitude  that  the  Union  iieople  through  their  con- 
vention, in  the  continued  effort  to  save  and  advance  the  na- 
tion, have  deemed  me  not  unworthy  to  remain  in  my 
present  position. 

I  know  no  reason  to  doubt  that  I  shall  accept  the  nomi- 
nation tendered  ;  and  yet,  perhaps,  I  should  not  declare 
definitely  before  reading  and  considering  what  is  called  the 
platform. 

I  will  say  now,  however,  I  approve  the  dtclaration  in 
favor  of  so  amending  the  Constitution  as  to  prohibit  slavery 
throughout  the  nation.  When  the  people  in  revolt,  with  a 
hundred  days  of  explicit  notice  that  they  could  within  those 
days  resume  their  allegiance  without  the  overthrow  of  their 
institutions,  and  that  they  could  not  resume  it  afterwards, 
elected  to  stand  out,  such  amendment  to  the  C  institution  as 
is  now  proposed  became  a  fitting  and  necessary  conclusion 
to  the  final  success  of  the  Union  cause.  Such  alone  can 
meet  and  cover  all  cavils.  Now,  the  unconditional  Union 
men,  North  and  South,  preceive  its  importance,  and  em- 
brace it.  In  the  joint  names  of  Liberty  and  Union,  let  us 
labor  to  give  it  legal  form  and  practical  effect. 

Same  day,  a  delegation  of  the  National  Union 
League  called  upon  the  President,  to  congratu- 
late him  upon  his  re-nomination,  to  whom  he 
made  this  reply : 

Gentlemen  :  I  can  onjy  say  in  response  to  the  kind  re- 
marks of  your  chairman,  as  I  suppose,  that  I  am  very  grate- 
ful for  the  renewed  confidence  which  has  been  accorded  to 
me  both  by  the  Convention  and  by  the  National  League.  I 
am  not  insensible  at  all  to  the  personal  compIinK'nt  there 
is  in  thicS,  and  yet  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  believe  that  any 
but  a  small  portion  of  it  is  to  bo  appropri  ited  as  a  personal 
compliment.  That  really  the  Convention  and  the  Union 
League  assembled  with  a  liigher  view — that  of  taking  care 
of  the  interests  of  the  country  for  the  present  and  the 
great  future — and  that  the  part  I  am  entitled  to  appropriate 
as  a  compliment  is  only  that  part  which  I  may  lay  hold  of 
as  being  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  and  of  the  League, 
that  I  am  not  entirely  unworthy  to  be  entnisted  with  the 
place  which  I  have  occupied  for  the  last  three  yearn.  But  I 
do  not  allow  myself  to  suppose  that  either  the  Convention 
or  the  League  have  concluded  to  decide  that  I  am  either  the 
greatest  or  best  man  in  Amciica,  but  rather  they  have  con- 
cluded that  it  is  not  best  to  swap  horses  while  crossing  the 
river,  and  have  further  concluded  that  I  am  not  so  poor  a 
horse  that  they  might  not  make  a  botch  of  it  in  trying  to 
swap.    [Laughter  and  applause.] 

To  a  delegation  from  Ohio  he  said : 

SPEECH  OF  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  this  com- 
pliment. I  have  just  been  saying,  and  as  I  have  just  said 
it,  I  will  repeat  it :  The  hardest  of  all  speeches  which  I  have 
to  answer  is  a  serenade.  I  never  know  what  to  say  on  such 
occasions.  I  suppose  that  you  have  done  mo  this  kindness 
in  connection  with  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Convention, 
which  has  recently  taken  place,  and  with  wliich,  of  course, 
I  am  very  well  eatisfied.  [Laughter  and  applause.]  What 
we  want  still  more  than  Baltimore  Conventions  or  Presi- 
dential elections  is  success  under  General  Grant.  [Cries  of 
"  Good,"  and  applau.se.]  I  propose  that  you  constantly  bear 
in  mind  that  the  support  you  owe  to  the  brave  officers  and 
soldiers  in  the  field  is  of  the  very  first  importance,  and  we 
should  therefore  bend  .all  our  energies  to  that  point.  Now, 
without  detaining  you  any  longer,  I  propose  that  you  help 
me  to  close  up  what  I  am  now  saying  with  three  rousing 
cheers  for  General  Grant  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under 
his  command. 

PRESIDENT  Lincoln's  acceptance. 

New  York,  Jwne  14, 1S61. 
Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln  : 

Sir  :  The  National   Union  Convention,  which  a.ssembled 

in  Baltimore  on  Juno  7,  lStj4,  has  instnicteil  us  to  inform 

I    you  that  you  were  nominated  with  enthusiastic  unanimity 

for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  for  four  years  from 

tlie  4th  of  Blarch  next. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Convention,  which  wo  have  already 
had  the  honor  of  plating  in  your  hands,  are  nfull  and  clear 
statement  of  the  principles  which  inspired  its  action,  and 
which,  as  we  believe,  the  great  body  of  Union  men  in  the 
country  heartily  approve.  Whether  those  resolutions  ex- 
Ijress  the  national  gratitude  to  our  soldiers  .and  sailors:  or 
the  natiouiil  scorn  uf  compromise  with  Rebels,  and  conse> 


quent  dishonor ;  or  the  patriotic  duty  of  nnion  and  sncccBS; 
whether  they  approve  the  Proclamation-  of  Emancipation, 
the  constitutional  amendment,  the  employment  of  former 
slaves  as  Union  soldiers,  or  the  solemn  obligation  of  the 
Government  promptly  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  every  sol- 
dier of  the  Union,  of  whatever  color  or  race ;  whether  they 
declare  the  inviolability  of  the  pledged  faith  of  the  nation, 
or  offer  the  national  hospitality  to  the  oppressed  of  every 
land,  or  urge  the  union  by  railroad  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific oceans;  whether  they  recommend  public  economy  and 
vigorous  taxation,  or  assert  the  fixed  popular  opposition  to 
the  establishment  by  armed  force  of  foreign  monarchies  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  United  States,  or  de- 
clare that  those  only  are  worthy  of  official  trust  who  ap- 
prove unreservedly  the  views  and  policy  incUcated  in  the 
resolutions — they  wore  equally  hailed  with  the  heartiness 
of  profound  conviction. 

Believing  with  you,  sir,  that  this  is  the  people's  war  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  Government  which  you  have  justly 
described  as  '-of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people," 
we  are  very  8ui«  that  you  will  be  glad  to  know,  not  only 
from  the  resolutions  themselves,  but  from  the  siuKular 
harmony  and  enthusiasm  with  which  they  were  adopted, 
how  warm  is  the  popular  welcome  of  every  measure  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  which  is  as  vigorous,  unmistakable, 
and  unfaltering  as  the  national  purpose  itself.  No  right, 
for  instance,  is  so  precious  Wnd  sacred  to  the  American 
heart  as  that  of  personal  liberty.  Its  violation  is  regarded 
with  just,  instant,  and  universal  jealousy.  Yet  in  this  hour 
of  peril  every  fiithful  citizen  concedes  that,  for  the  sake  of 
national  existence  and  the  common  welfare,  individual  lib- 
erty may,  as  the  Constitution  provides  in  the  case  of  rebel- 
lion, bo  sometimes  summarily  constrained,  asking  only  with 
painful  anxiety  that  in  every  instance,  and  to  the  least  de- 
tail, that  absolutely  necessary  power  shall  n(^  be  hastily  or 
unwisely  exercised. 

We  believe,  sir,  that  the  honest  will  of  the  Union  men  of 
the  country  was  never  more  truly  represented  than  in  this 
Convention.  Their  purpose  we  believe  to  be  the  overthrow 
of  armed  rebels  in  the  field,  and  the  security  of  permanent 
peace  and  union  by  liberty  and  justice  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. That  these  results  are  to  be  achieved  .amid  cruel  per- 
plexities, they  are  fully  aware.  That  they  are  to  be  reached 
only  by  cordial  unanimity  of  counsel,  is  undeniable.  That 
good  men  m.ay  sometimes  differ  as  to  tlie  means  and  the 
time,  they  know.  That  in  the  conduct  of  all  human  affairs 
the  highest  duty  is  to  determine,  in  the  angiy  conflict  of 
passion,  how  much  good  may  be  practically  accomplished, 
is  their  sincere  persuasion.  They  have  watched  your  offi- 
cial course,  thi-refore.  with  unfl.izging  attention;  and  amid 
the  bitter  taunts  of  eager  friends  and  the  fierce  denuncia- 
tion of  enemies,  now  moving  too  fast  for  some,  now  too 
slowly  for  others,  they  have  seen  you  throughout  this  tre- 
mendous contest  patient,  sagacious,  faithful,  just ;  leaning 
upon  the  heart  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  and  satis- 
fied to  be  moved  by  its  mii.'hty  pulsations. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that,  long  before  the  Convention  met, 
the  popular  instinct  had  plainly  indicated  you  as  its  candi- 
date :  and  the  Convention,  therefore,  merely  recorded  th» 
popular  will.  Your  character  and  career  prove  your  un- 
swerving fidelity  to  the  cardinal  principles  of  American 
Liberty  and  of  the  American  Constitution.  In  the  name  of 
that  Liberty  and  Constitution,  sir,  we  earnestly  request 
your  acceptance  of  this  nomination.  Reverently  commend- 
ing our  beloved  country,  and  you,  its  Chief  Magistrate,  with 
all  its  brave  sons  who,  on  sea  and  land,  are  faithfully  de- 
fending the  good  old  American  cause  of  equal  rights,  to  the 
blessing  of  Almighty  God, 

We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  friends  and  fellow- 
citizens, 

WILLIAM  DEXNISON,  Ohio,  Chairman. 

JOSIAII  H.  DRUMMOND  Maine. 

THOMAS  E.  SAWYER,  New  Hampshire. 

BRADLEY  BARLOW,  Vermont. 

A.  11.  BULLOCK,  Ma-^sachusetts. 

A.  M.  CA.MPBELL,  Rhode  Island. 

C.  S.  BUSHNELL,  Connecticut. 

G.  W.  CURTIS.  New  York. 

W.  A.  NEWELL,  New  Jersey. 

HENRY  JOHNSON,  Pennsvlvam'a. 

N.  B.  S:MITIIER3,  Behaware. 

W.  L.  W.  SKABROOK,  Maryland. 

JOHN  F.  HUMK,  Missouri. 

G.  W.  HAIGUT.  Kentucky. 

E.  P.  PYl-FE,  Ohio. 

CYRUS  M.  ALLEN,  Indiana. 

W.  BUSIINELL,  Illinois. 

L.  P.  ALEXANDER.  Michigan. 

A.  W.  RANDALL.  Wisconsin. 

PETER  YALINDA,  Iowa. 

THOMAS  SIMPSON,  Minnesota. 

JOHN  BIDWELL,  California. 

THOMAS  H.  PEARNE,  Oregon. 

LEROY  KRAMER,  West  Virginia, 
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A.  C.  WILDER,  Kansas. 
M.  M.  BRYAN,  Tennessee. 
T.  WINTER,     Nevada. 
A.  A.  ATOCHA,  Lduisiana. 
A.  S.  PADDOCK,  Nebraska. 
VALENTINE  DELL,  Arkansas. 
JOHN  A.  NYE,  Colorado. 
A.  B.  SLOANAKER,  Utah. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  Jwm  27, 1864. 
Hon.  William  Dennison  and  others,  a.  Committee  of  the  JVa- 

tumal  Union  Convention: 

Gentlemen  :  Y^our  letter  of  the  14th  instant  formally  no- 
tifying me  that  I  have  been  nominated  by  tho  convention 
you  represent  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  for 
four  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next,  has  been  received. 
The  nomin.ation  is  gratefully  accepted,  as  the  resolutions  of 
the  convention,  called  the  platform,  are  heartily  approved. 

While  the  resolution  in  regard  to  the  supplanting  of  re- 
pubUcan  government  upon  the  western  continent  is  fully 
concurred  in,  there  might  he  mjsunderstanchng  were  I  not 
to  say  that  the  position  of  the  Government  in  relation  to 
the  actiou  of  France  in  Mexico  as  assumed  through  the 
State  department  and  indorsed  by  the  Convention,  among 
the  measures  and  acts  of  the  Executive,  will  be  faithfully 
maintained  so  long  as  the  state  of  facts  shall  leave  that  posi- 
tion pertinent  and  applicable. 

I  am  especially  gratifiod  that  the  soldier  and  the  seaman 
were  not  forgotten  hy  the  Convention,  as  they  forever  must 
and  will  be  remembered  by  tho  grateful  country  for  whose 
salvation  they  devote  their  lives. 

Thanking  you  for  the  kind  and  complimentary  terms  in 
which  you  have  communicated  the  nomination  and  other 
proceedings  of  the  convention,  I  subscribe  myself, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

HON.  ANDREW  JOHNSOn's  LETTER  OF  ACCEPTANCE. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  July  2, 1864. 
Hm.  Wm.  Dennison,  Chairman,  and  others,  Committee  of 

the  Na'.ional  Union  Convention : 

Genilemen:  Your  communication  of  the  9th  ult. ,  inform- 
ing mo  of  my  nomination  for  the  Vice  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  National  Union  Convention,  held  at 
Baltimore,  and  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  that  body,  was  not  received  until  the  25lh  ult. 

A  reply  on  my  part  had  been  previously  made  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Convention  in  presenting  my  name,  in  a  speech 
dehvered  in  this  citv,onthe  evening  succeeding  the  day  of 
the  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  in  which  I  indicated 
my  acceptance  of  the  distinguished  honor  conferred  by  that 
body,  and  defined  the  grounds  upon  which  that  acceptance 
was  based,  substantially  saying  what  I  now  have  to  say. 
From  the  comments  made  upon  that  speech  by  the  var'ous 
presses  of  the  country  to  which  my  attention  has  been  di- 
rected, I  considered  it  to  be  regarded  asafuU  acceptance. 

In  view,  however,  of  tho  desire  expressed  in  your  com- 
munication, I  will  more  fully  allude  to  a  few  points  that 
have  be  en  heretofore  presented.  My  opinions  on  the  load- 
ing questions  at  present  agitating  and  distracting  the  public 
mind,  and  especially  in  reference  to  the  rebellion  now  being 
waged  against  the  Government  and  authority  of  the  United 
Slates,  I  jjresume,  are  generally  understood.  Before  the 
southern  people  assumed  a  belligerent  attitude,  (and  fre- 
quently since,)  I  toolc  occasion  most  frankly  to  declare  the 
views  I  then  entertained  in  relation  to  the  wicked  purposes 
of  the  southern  politicians.  They  have  since  undergone 
but  little,  if  any  change.  Time  and  subsequent  events  have 
rather  confirmed  than  diminished  my  confidence  in  their 
co--ectnes8. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  great  struggle  I  entertained  the 
same  opinion  of  it  I  do  now,  and  in  my  place  in  the  Senate 
I  denounced  it  as  treason,  worthy  the  punislunent  of  death, 
and  warned  the  Government  and  people  of  the  impending 
danger.  But  my  voice  was  not  heard  or  counsel  heeded 
until  it  was  too  late  to  avert  the  storm.  It  still  continued 
to  gather  over  us  without  molestation  from  the  authorities 
at  Washington,  imtil  at  length  it  broke  with  all  its  fury 
upon  the  country.  And  now,  if  we  would  save  tho  govern- 
mentfrom  being  overwhelmed  by  it,  we  mustmeet  it  in  tho 
true  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  bring  traitors  to  the  punish- 
ment due  their  crime,  and  by  force,  of  arms  crush  out  and 
subdue  the  last  vestige  of  rebel  authority  in  every  State. 
I  felt  then  as  now  that  the  destruction  of  the  government 
was  deliberately  determined  upon  by  wicked  and  designing 
conspirators,  whose  lives  and  fortunes  were  pledged  to  carry 
it  out,  and  that  no  compromise,  short  of  an  unconditional 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  southern  States, 
could  have  been  or  could  now  be  proposed  which  they 
would  accept.  The  clamor  for  '■  southern  rights,"  as  tho 
rebel  journals  were  pleased  to  designate  their  rallying  cry, 
was  not  to  secure  their  a.ssumed  rights  in  the  Union  and 
under  t/ie  OcnulitiUion,  but  to  disrupt  tho  govemmtait  and 


establish  an  independent  organization  based  npon  slavery, 
which  they  could  at  all  times  control. 

The  separation  of  the  Government  has  for  years  been  the 
cherished  purpose  of  tho  southern  leaders.  Baffled,  in  1832, 
by  tho  stern,  patriotic  heroism  of  Andrew  Jackson,  they 
sullenly  acquiesced,  only  to  mature  their  diabolical  schemes, 
and  await  tho  recurrence  of  a  more  favorable  opportunity 
to  execute  them.  Then  the  pretext  was  the  tariff,  and 
Jaclison,  after  foiling  their  schemes  of  nullification  and  dis- 
union, with  prophetic  perspicacity,  warned  the  country 
against  the  renewal  of  their  efforts  to  dismember  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  a  letter  dated  May  1, 1833,  to  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Crawford, 
after  demonstrating  the  heartless  insincerity  of  the  south- 
ern nullifiers,  he  said : 

"  Therefore  the  tariff  was  only  a  pretext,  and  disunion 
and  a  southern  confederacy  the  real  object.  The  next  pre- 
text will  be  the  negro,  or  slavery  question." 

Time  has  fully  verified  this  prediction,  and  we  have  now 
not  only  "  the  negro,  or  slavery  question,"  as  the  pretext, 
but  the  real  cause  of  the  rebellion,  and  both  must  go  dowa 
together.  It  is  vain  to  attempt  to  reconstruct  the  Union 
with  the  distracting  element  of  slavery  in  it.  Experience 
hiis  demonstrated  its  incompatibility  with  free  and  republi- 
can governments,  and  it  would  be  unwise  and  unjust  longer 
to  continue  it  as  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
While  it  remained  subordinate  to  the  Constitution  and  lawa 
of  the  United  States  I  yielded  to  it  my  support,  but  when 
it  became  rebellious  and  attempted  to  rise  above  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  control  its  action,  I  threw  my  humble  influ- 
ence against  it. 

The  authority  of  the  Government  is  supreme,  and  will 
admit  of  no  rivalry.  No  institution  can  rise  above  it,  whether 
it  be  slavery  or  any  other  organized  power.  In  our  happy 
form  of  government  all  must  be  subordinate  to  the  will  of 
the  people,  when  reflected  through  the  Constitution  and 
laws  made  pursuant  thereto — State  or  Federal.  This  great 
principle  lies  at  the  foundation  of  every  government,  and 
cannot  be  disregarded  without  the  destruction  of  the  gov- 
ernment itself.  In  the  support  and  practice  of  correct 
principles  we  can  never  reach  wrong  results,  and  by  rigor- 
ously adhering  to  this  great  fundamental  truth  the  end  will 
be  the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  the  overthrow  of  an 
institution  wliich  has  made  war  upon  and  attempted  the 
destruction  of  the  government  itself. 

The  mode  by  which  this  great  change — the  emancipation 
of  the  slave — can  be  effected,  is  properly  found  in  the  power 
to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This  plan 
is  effectual,  and  of  no  doubtful  authority ;  and  while  it  does 
not  contravene  the  timely  exercise  of  tho  war  power  by 
the  President  in  liis  emancipation  proclamation,  it  comes 
stamped  with  the  authority  of  tho  people  themselves,  acting 
in  accordance  ^vith  the  written  rule  of  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  and  must,  therefore,  give  more  general  satisfaction 
and  quietude  to  the  distracted  public  mind. 

By  recurring  to  the  principles  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tions so  unanimously  .adopted  by  the  Convention,  I  find  that 
they  substantially  accord  with  my  public  acts  and  opinions 
heretofore  made  known  and  expressed,  and  are,  therefore, 
most  cordially  indorsed  and  approved ;  and  the  nomination, 
having  been  conferred  without  any  solicitation  on  my  part, 
it  is  with  the  greater  pleasure  accepted. 

In  accepting  the  nomination  I  might  here  close,  but  I 
cannot  forego  the  opportunity  of  saying  to  my  old  friendi* 
of  the  I.'emocratic  party  proper,  with  whom  I  have  so  long 
and  pleasantly  been  associated,  that  tho  hour  has  now  come 
when  that  great  party  can  justly  vindicate  its  devotion  to 
true  democratic  policy  and  measures  of  expediency.  The 
war  is  a  war  of  great  principles.  It  involves  the  supremacy 
and  life  of  the  Government  itself  If  the  rebellion  triumphs 
free  government  North  and  South  fails.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Government  is  successful,  as  I  do  not  doubt,  its 
desiiny  is  fixed,  its  basis  permanent  and  enduring,  and  its 
career"of  honor  and  glory  just  begun.  In  a  great  contest 
like  this  for  the  existence  of  free  government  the  path  of 
duty  is  patriotism  and  principle.  Minor  consi  lerations  and 
questions  of  administrative  policy  should  give  way  to  the 
higher  duty  of  first  preserving  the  Government,  and  then 
there  will  be  time  enoniih  to  wrangle  over  tho  men  and 
measures  pertaining  to  its  administration. 

This  is  not  the  hour  for  strife  and  division  among  our- 
selves. Such  differences  of  opinion  only  encourage  the 
enemy,  prolong  the  war,  and  waste  the  country.  Unity  of 
action  and  concentration  of  power  should  be  our  watchword 
and  rallying  cry.  This  accomplished,  tho  time  will  rapidly 
approach  when  their  armies  in  the  field— the  great  power 
of  the  rebellion— will  bo  broken  and  crushed  by  our  gallant 
officers  and  brave  soldiers,  and  ere  long  they  will  return  to 
their  homes  and  firesiiles  to  resume  again  the  avocations  I'f 
peace,  with  tho  proud  consciousness  that  they  have  aided 
in  the  noble  work  of  re-establishing  upon  a  surer  and  mor» 
permareut  basis  tho  great  temple  of  American  freedom. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  sentiments  of  high  regard,  yonra 
truly,  ANDREW  JOUNSON. 
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The    National    Union   League— The 
Platform  Adopted. 

Baltimore,  June  8,  1864. 
The  following  are  the  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Grand  National  Council  of  the  Union 
League  of  America,  assembled  at  the  New  As- 
sembly Rooms  in  this  city.  The  injunction  of 
secrecy  has  been  removed  : 

1.  Re&olved,  Thatwe  will  support  the  Administration  in  tlif! 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  to  the  complete  and  final 
suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  to  this  we  pledge  all  our 
energies  and  efforts. 

2.  Resolved,  That  slavery,  being  the  cause  of  the  rebellion 
and  the  bond  of  union  among  traitors,  ought  to  be  abolished 
without  delay,  and  it  is  the  sense  of  this  organization  that 
slavery,  in  all  its  forms, should  be  prohibited  by  an  amend- 
to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  approve  of  the  principles  in- 
volved in  the  policy  known  as  the  Monroe  doctrine. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  conflscation  acts  of  Congress  should 
be  promptly  and  vigorously  enforced,  and  that  homesteads 
on  the  lands  confiscated  under  it  should  bo  granted  to  our 
soldiers  and  others  who  have  been  made  indigent  by  the 
acts  of  traitors  and  rebels. 

5.  Resolved,  That  every  person  who  bears  arms  in  defence 
of  the  national  flag,  is  entitled,  without  distinction  of  color 
or  nationality,  to  the  protection  of  the  government  he  de- 
fends, to  the  full  extent  of  that  government's  power. 

6.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  tender  our  thanks  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  army  and  the  sailors  of  the  navy. 

The  Cleveland  Convention. 

May  31 — A  convention  of  about  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  persons,  as  reported,  met  in 
Cleveland,  pursuant  to  sundry  calls: 

A  CALL  TO  THE  RADICAL  MEN  OF  THE  NATION. 

TThereas  a  Convention  has  been  called  by  certain  parties 
favorable  to  changing  tlio  present  Administration,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  "counseling  concerning  the  approaching 
Presidential  election,"  tonicetin  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
on  Tuesday,  the  Slst  of  tiio  present  month ;  and  « liei-eas  wo 
are  glad  to  learn  that  such  a  convention  is  to  assemble,  and 
having  confidence  tl)at  the  objects  of  those  issuing  the  call 
are  in  unison  with  those  of  tlio  radical  men  of  the  countrj"; 

Tlierefore,  the  undersigned, liaving  been  apjKiinted  bv  the 
"Central  Fremont  Clul)"  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  that 
purpose,  do  hereby  invito  their  radical  fellow-citi/.ens  in 
every  State,  county,  and  town  throughout  the  country  to 
meet  them  in  the  above-named  Convention,  on  the  said 
Tuesday,  the  31st  of  this  montli,  in  order,  then  and  tliere, 
to  recommend  the  nomination  of  John  C.  Fremont  for  the 
Presidency  of  the  United  SLites,  and  to  assist  in  organizing 
for  his  election. 

The  imbecileand  vacillating  policy  of  tlio  present  Admin- 
istration in  tlio  conduct  of  the  war,  being  just  weak  enough 
to  waste  its  men  and  means  to  provoke  the  enemy,  but  ncjt 
Strong  enough  to  conquer  the  rebellion — and  its  treachery 
to  justice,  freedom,  and  genuine  democratic  principles  in 
its  plan  of  reconstruction,  whereby  the  honor  and  digrnty 
of  the  nation  have  been  sacrificed  to  conciliate  the  still  ex- 
isting and  arrogant  slave  power,  and  to  further  th(^  eiuls  of 
an  unscrupulous  partisan  ambition — call  in  thunder  tones 
upon  the  lovers  of  justice  and  their  country  to  come  to  the 
rescue  of  the  imperiled  nationality  and  the  cause  of  impar- 
tial and  universiil  freedom,  threatened  with  betrayal  and 
overthrow. 

The  way  to  \-ictory  and  salvation  is  plain.  Justice  niiist 
be  throned  In  the  seats  of  national  legislation,  and  guide 
the  executive  will.  The  things  demanded,  and  wliicli  we 
ask  you  to  join  us  to  render  sure,  are,  the  immediate  extinc- 
tion of  slavery  throughout  the  whole  Uiiitf.d  States  hy  Con- 
grrssional  action,  the  absolute  equalitij  of  all  men  he/ore  the 
law,  without  regard  to  race  or  color,  and  Kuch  a  plan  of  re- 
construction as  shall  conform  entire!;/  to  the  policy  of  free- 
dom for  all,  placing  the  political  power  alone  in  the  hands 
of  the  loyal,  and  executing  loith  vigor  the  luw  for  confiscat- 
ing the  property  of  the  rrbels. 

Come,  then,  in  formidable  numbers,  and  let  us  take  coun- 
sel together,  in  this  crisis  of  the  nation's  calamity,  and,  with 
one  united  effort,  endeavor  to  redeem  the  country  from  sla- 
very and  war,  that  it  may  be  consecrated  to  freedom  and 
PEACE  FOREVER  MORE.  Men  of  God !  Men  of  humanity! 
Lovers  of  justice!  Patriots  and  freemen!  One  and  ajl, 
rally!! 

Most  respectfully,  your  fellow-citizens, 
DAVID  PLUMB, 
ia)W.UiD  GILBERT, 


FREDERICK  KAPP, 
ERNEST  KR.\CKOWTZER, 
Vv'ILLIAM  J.  DEMAREST, 

CummitUt, 

New  York,  May  6, 1864. 
The  uiidersi'j:ned  join  in  the  foregoing  call: 

Oeo.  B.  Clieever,  N.  Y.  Pantaleon  Candidus,  N.  Y. 

Henry  T.  Cheever,  Mass.      R.  F.  Ilibbard,  N.  Y. 

J.  W.  Alden.  N.  J.  Edmund  Tnttle,  Conn. 

F.  0.  Irish,  N.  Y.  Peter  O.  Tuttle,  Conn. 

■William  Goodell,  N.  Y.        F.  N.  Bixbv,  Conn. 

S.  S.  Jocelvn,  N.  Y'.  James  R.  S'urtliff,  Conn. 

E.  Cady  Stanton,  N.  Y.        James  Tuttle,  Conn. 

Wm.  F.  Itnowles,  N.  Y.       E.  B.  Hall,  Conn. 

W.  II.  Woodruff,  N.  J.         Edward  II.  Tuttle,  Conn. 

C.  Froniont,  N.  Y.  S.  B.  Hall,  Conn. 

Ira  II.  Cobb,  N.  Y.  George  II.  Sears,  N.  Y.  . 

Doct.  II.  .loslvn,  N.  Y.  Nathaniel  R.  Harris,  N.  Y. 

II.  L.  (Jncn.  N.  Y.  C.  E.  Ilawley,  Conn. 

T.  0.  Warner,  N.  Y.  C.  B.  Smith,  N.  Y. 

J.  Henry  Warner,  N.  Y.       J.  G.  Livimrston,  N.  Y. 

T.  0.  Warner,  jr.,  N.  Y.        Edwin  Ferris,  N.  Y. 

E.  M.  Mason,  .Mich.  Joel  Greeley,  N.  Y. 

Chas.  A.  Lane,  N.  Y.  Wm.  Gilbert,  N.  Y. 

David  C.  IlarringtoH,  N.  Y.  Henry  B.  Harrington,  N,  Y. 

A.  S.  Betts,  N.  Y.  Stephen  Belts,  N.  Y. 
David  Downs,  N.  Y.  Wm.  H.  H.  Downs,  N.  Y. 
W.  H.  Ilathawav,  N.  Y.       C.  S.  Mid.llebrook,  Conn. 
T.  0.  Harrison,  N.  J.  A.  B.  Pratt,  Mich. 

J.  R.  Johnson,  Va.  Wm.  Cumminsr,  Mich. 

James  W.  Vail,  Wis.  Ira  Chase,  >Iieh. 

Elisha  Galpin,  Jlich.  C.  C.  Fsote,  Mich. 

B.  A.  Fa.v,  Mich.  Elisha  Hill,  Mich. 

A.  J.  Fav,  Mich.  Robert  Garner,  Mich. 

ThoniiisC.  Post,  N.  Y. 

TO    THE    PEOPLE   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

After  having  labored  ineffectually  to  defer  as  far  as  Was 
in  our  power  the  critical  moment  when  the  attention  of  the 
people  must  inevitably  be  fi.xed  upon  the  selection  of  a  can- 
didate for  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  country ;  after  hav- 
ing interrogated  our  conscience  and  consulted  our  duty  aa 
citizens,  obeying  at  once  the  sentiment  of  a  mature  convic- 
tion and  a  profound  affection  for  tho  common  country,  we 
feel  ouifielves  impelled,  on  ourown  responsibility,  to  declare 
to  tho  people  that  tho  time  has  come  for  all  independent 
men,  jealous  of  their  liberties  and  of  the  national  great- 
ness, to  confer  together  and  unite  to  resist  the  swelling  in- 
vasion of  an  open,  shaniele-ss,  and  unrestrained  patromige 
which  threatens  to  engulf  under  its  desfructivo  wave  the 
rights  of  tho  people,  tho  liberty  anil  dignity  of  the  nation. 

Deeply  impressed  with  tlio  conviction  that,  in  a  time  of 
revolution,  when  tho  public  attention  is  turned  exclusively 
to  the  success  of  armies,  and  is  consequently  less  vigilant 
of  the  public  liberties,  the  patron«i;o  derived  from  the 
orgatiization  of  an  army  of  a  million  of  men,  and  an 
ailiuim'stration  of  affairs  which  seeks  tocontrol  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  country  in  favor  of  its  supremo  chief,  constitute 
a  danger  seriously  threatening  to  the  stability  of  republican 
institutions,  wo  declare  that  the  principle  of  one  terai, 
which  has  now.  acquired  nearly  tho  force  of  law  by  the  con- 
secration of  time,  ought  to  be  inflexibly  adhered  to  in  tho 
ai)proaching  election. 

We  further  declare  that  we  do  not  recognize  in  the  Balti- 
more Convention  the  essential  conditions  of  a  truly  National 
Convention.  Its  proximity  to  the  centre  of  all  the  interested 
influences  of  administration,  its  distance  from  the  centre  of 
the  country,  its  mode  of  convocation,  the  corrupting  prac- 
tices to  wliich  it  has  been  and  inevitably  will  be  subjected, 
do  not  permit  the  people  to  assemble  there  with  any  expecta- 
tion of  being  able  to  deliberate  at  full  liberty.  Convinced, 
as  we  are,  that  in  presence  of  the  critical  circumstances  in 
which  the  nation  is  placed,  it  is  only  in  the  energy  and  good 
sense  of  the  people  that  the  general  safety  can  be  found, 
satisfied  that  the  only  way  to  consult  it  ia  to  indicate  a 
central  position  to  which  every  one  may  go  without  too 
much  expenditure  of  means  and  time,  and  where  the 
assembled  people,  far  from  all  administrative  influence,  may 
consult  freely  and  deliberate  peaceably  with  the  presence 
of  the  greatest  possible  number  of  men  whoso  known 
principles  guarantee  their  sincere  and  enlightened  devotion 
to  the  rights  of  the  people  and  to  the  preservation  of  the 
tnie  basis  of  republican  government — we  earnestly  invite 
our  fellow-citizens  to  unite  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  Tuesday, 
the  Slst  of  May  next,  for  consultation  and  concert  of  actioa 
in  respect  to  the  approaching  Presidential  election. 

B.  Gratz  Brown,  Mo.  Frederick  Kapp,  N.  Y. 

Stephen  S.  Foster,  Mass.      Charles  E.  Moss,  Mo. 

A.  Van  Antwerp,  N.  Y.        E.  G.  Parker,  Me. 

Bird  B.  Chapman,  Ohio.       Ernest  Pruessing,  III. 

Ezra  C.  Andrews,  Me.  Wm.  D.  Robinsin,  Me. 

Henry  .^.  Clover,  Miss.         John  S.  Savery,  N.  Y. 

Peter"  Engleman,  Wis.  E.  Cluseret. 
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Caspiir  Butz,  111. 
Ge.n-ge  VU-U,  N.  Y. 
Edward  Gilliert,  N.  Y. 
Peter  Gillcn,  N.  Y. 
Isaac  W.  Ilaff,  N.  Y. 
Win.  Herries,  N.  Y. 
James  Hill,  Me. 
K.  Ueinzeu,  Mass. 
S.  P.  Dinsuiore,  D.  C. 
And.  Humbert,  Pa. 
J.  W.  Alden,  N.  J. 
L.  Sieboldt,  Iowa. 
Will.  Morris  Davis,  Pa. 
E.  M.  Davis,  Pa. 
Win.  F.  Johnston,  Pa. 


Emil  Pretorius,  Mo. 

Nath.  P.  Sawyer,  Pa. 

Ernest  Schmidt,  111. 

James  Redjiath,  Mass. 

Walter  II.  Sliiipe,  Oiiio. 

Wm.  II.  Smith,  Me. 

P.  W.  Kenyon,  N.  Y. 

James  Taussig,  Mo. 

Ph.  Stoppelrein,  N.  Y. 

Wm.  11.  Dwinelle,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  Taylor. 

Jas.  S.  Thomas,  Mo. 

F.  Munch,  Mo. 

J.  Q.  Westbrook,  Me. 

J.  F.  Whipple,  N.  Y. 
THEO.  OLSIIAUSEN,  Missouri, 

of  the  People's  Committee. 
TO   THE    PEOPLE. 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  who  mean  to  uphold  the 
Union,  who  believe  that  the  rebellion  can  be  suppressed  with- 
out iniringiug  the  rights  of  individuals  or  of  States,  who 
regard  the  extinction  of  slavery  as  among  the  practical 
efl'ects  of  the  war  for  the  Union,  and  favor  an  amendment 
Of  the  Federal  Constitution  for  the  exclusion  of  slavery,  and 
who  demand  integrity  and  economy  in  the  administration 
of  government,  are  respectfully  invited  to  m.-et  in  Mass 
Convention, at  Cleveland,  on  Tuesday,  the  31st  day  of  May 
iust.,  for  coDsulUition  and  concert  of  action  in  respect  to 
the  approaching  Presidential  election. 

Lucius  Robinson.  Charles  F.  French,  Ky. 

John  Cochrane.  Rob.  Kraus,  Mo. 

Andrew  J.  Colvin.  Hanson  Brent,  Mo. 

Thomas  B.  Carroll.  J.  B.  Clairbour,  Mo. 

Edward  Wade.  Wra   Freel,  Mo. 

George  W.  Demers.  Charles  H.  Frost,  Mo. 

Ira  Porter.  Thomas  J.  Riddle,  Mo. 

Brace  Millerd.  Wm.  L.  Bookstaver,  Mo. 

Howard  Iloldridge.  Fred.  L.  Braden,  111. 

Francis  G.  Fine.  Caspar  0.  Fitch,  111. 

Lemon  Thomson.  Wallace  Furman. 

Charles  Requa.  Frederick  Smith. 

Smith  Requa.  Peter  B.  Lent,  lud. 

Thomas  P.  White,  Ky.         Andrew  F.  Butler. 

Edward  Cole,  Ky.  Thomas  Willks. 

Francis  F.  Williams,  Ky.     0.  Whaley ,  Mass. 

Smith  Thompson,  Ky.  Johnson  Stemmer. 

Leroy  McArdle,  Ky.  Alfred  Moses. 

William  Bentloy,  Ky.  Leonard  J.  Timou. 

John  F.  Saiithers,Ky.  JohnF.  Pendleton,  N.  J. 

David  S.  Whitolcy,  Ky.        Patrick  Clare. 

Peter  McCall,  Ky.  Simon  Munson. 

LETTER   FROM    MRS.    STANTON. 

JUy  14, 1864. 
To  THE  Centkal  Fremont  Club  : 

Gentlemen  :  To  your  call  "  to  the  radical  men  of  the  na- 
tion," taking  it  for  granted  you  use  "men"  in  its  largest 
sense,  I  desire  to  append  my  name,  and  for  the  following 
reasons  : 

1.  This  is  the  only  call  ever  issued  for  a  political  conven- 
tion, demanding  the  right  of  suffrage  for  the  black  man — 
that  safeguard  of  civil  liberty,  without  which  emancipation 
is  a  mockery. 

2.  When  a  body  of  men  thus  consecrate  themselves  to 
"freedom  and  peace,"  and  declare  their  high  resolve  to 
found  a  republic  on  the  eternal  principles  of  justice,  they 
have  lilted  politics  into  the  sphere  of  morals  and  religion, 
and  made  it  the  duty  of  all  true  men  and  women  to  unite 
■with  them  in  building  up  the  New  Nation. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  CADY  STANTON. 

LETTER  FROM  WENDELL  PHILLIPS. 

Boston,  April  21. 
,  CDGE  Stalio  : 

Dear  Sir  :  ^inco  you  asked  my  judgment  as  to  the  course 
to  be  taken  in  nominating  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
I  have  been  requested  to  sign  a  call  for  a  convention  for 
that  purpose,  to  meet  at  CleTcland,  in  May  next.  Let  me 
tell  jou  the  national  policy  I  advocate: 

Subdue  the  South  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  moment 
territory  comes  under  our  flag  reconstruct  States  thus  : 
Contisrato  and  divide  the  lauds  of  rebels;  extend  the  right, 
of  suttiago  broadly  as  possible  to  whites  and  blacks;  let  the 
Federal  Coiistitution  prohibitslavery  throughout  the  Union, 
and  forbid  tlio  States  to  make  any  distinction  among  their 
citizens  on  account  of  color  or  race. 

I  shall  make  every  effort  to  have  this  policy  pursued. 
Believing  that  the  ]>resent  Administration  repudiates  it  and 
is  carrying  us  to  a  iioint  where  we  shall  be  obliged  either 
to  acknowledge  the  Southern  Confederacy  or  to  reconstruct 
U»e  Union  ou  terms  grossly  unjust,   intolerable  to  the 


masses,  and  sure  soon  to  result  in  another  war,  I  earnestly 
advise  an  unpledged  and  independent  convention,  like  that 
proposed,  to  consider  public  affairs  and  nominate  for  the 
Presidency  a  statesman  and  a  patriot. 

Yours,  faithfully,  WENDELL  PHILLIPS. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Ed- 
ward Gilbert,  of  New  York,  on  whose  motion 
Ex-Governor  William  F.  Johnston,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  chosen  temporary  Chairman.  Mr. 
B.  H.  Brooks,  of  California,  and  Mr.  AValfe,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  were  chosen  Secre- 
taries. A  Committee  on  Credentials  was  pro- 
posed but  not  created.  It  was  subsequently 
reported  that  the  following  States  were  rep- 
sented: 

Ohio,  Illinois,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Iowa,  Missouri, 
Michigan,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Wisconsin,  Tennessee, 
Maine,  Indiana,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization 
reported  officers,  with  General  John  Cochrane, 
of  New  York,  as  President. 

Gen.  Cochrane,  on  returning  his  thanks  to  the  Conven- 
tion, said : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  :  The  formal  routine  of 
duty  for  the  presiding  officer,  prescribes  that  he  return  set 
thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him.  I  am  not  dis- 
poseil  to  follow  in  this  path.  The  formality  is  too  heartless 
for  the  solemnity  and  importance  of  the  occasion.  I  as- 
sume my  duties  with  cheerfulness  anil  I  trust  that  in  this 
grand  army  of  freedom  I  may  well  perform  my  humble 
part,  and  that  that  duty  may  be  so  performed  that  we  may 
command  the  universal  applause  of  all  men.  [Cheers.]  1 
see  beforo  mo  representatives  of  the  West,  on  which  de- 
pends so  much  of  the  interests  and  destinies  of  the  country — 
of  the  great  central  region  of  the  country — its  support  and 
sustenance.  I  look  further  to  the  East  and  see  before  me  the 
companions  of  my  early  life,  assembled  now  by  a  common 
motive  from  the  devious  patlis  in  which  the  exigencies  of 
politics  had  lead  tliem — the  War  Democrats  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  [Applauses]  For  them  party  possesses  no  claims 
when  itis  not  identifii'd  with  principle.  Tlierearo  also  those 
here,  who  while  they  wait  anxiously  the  tidings  from  tlie 
shattered  cohorts  under  the  banner  of  freedom,  still  turn 
affectionately  to  a  Fatherland  on  the  other  side  of  the  raging 
sea.  [Applause.]  Wo  meet  with  such  emotions  suggested 
by  the  melancholy  vista  of  the  past — such  reflections^ upon 
tlie  scenes  of  the  present.  We  have  come  together  regard- 
ing party  as  nothing — country  as  everything. 

Our  national  existence  is  at  issue.  Three  years  ago  the 
question  of  national  life  fell  like  a  thunderbolt  at  the  feet 
of  the  people  and  they  sprang  to  arms,  with  a  wild  shout  in 
which  all  faction,  all  party,  went  down.  Everywhere  was 
heard  the  steady  tramp  of  armed  men  and  the  patriotism 
and  power  of  the  North  Iiasswepton  until  the  hour  isalmost 
striking  when  time  sfiall  proclaim  tlio  rebels  defeated  and 
the  Union  triumphant.  [Applause.]  In  this  hour  men 
should  review  the  past  and  speculate  as  to  the  dangers  and 
vicissitudes  of  the  future.  For  this  purpose  you  assemble 
here — intending  to  support  the  anny  in  the  field,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  organize  a  great  civil  army,  to  fight  for  prin- 
ples,  and  to  save  for  all  generations  the  iirecious  legacj'  ob- 
tained for  us  by  the  sacrifices  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Union. 
[Applause.]  The  rebellion,  it  must  be  suppressed — The 
Union,  it  must  be  preserved.  [Great  applause.]  But  «>j 
shall  allow  no  criticism  of  the  Government  which  repre- 
sents us  all,  shall  cast  no  impediment  in  the  way  of  our 
Union  soldiers,  shall  entertain  no  thought  unworthy  of 
American  citizens. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  various  discussions  of  the 
past.  Since  1787  slavery  has  been  the  root  of  every  politi- 
cal party  of  the  country.  The  convention  had  assembled 
from  all  positions  on  this  question,  and  now  occupied  one 
common  ground.  All  are  now  united  in  demanding  that 
slavery  bo  destroyed  and  its  last  vestige  wiped  out.    [Cheers.] 

In  this  connection  the  spe.iker  referred  to  the  War  Dem- 
ocrats of  New  York — virtual  and  virtuous — denying  that 
the  convention  at  Syracuse  represented  them,  and  deiiou"n- 
ing  that  convention  as  a  medley  party  of  trading,  scurvy 
politicians.  He  solemnly  declarcil  before  high  heaven  that, 
siiici!  (he  war  broke  out,  he  had  never  belonged  to  party, 
that  his  feet  had  not  been  soiled  by  its  touch,  that  he  never 
crossed  its  hues,  that  he  would  never  till  the  war  was  over 
consent  to  be  "cabined,  cribbed,  conlinod"  by  party  inllu- 
ences.  As  ho  had  gone  up  and  down  the  Hudson,  he  had 
indeed  heard  echoes  from  these  "  convocations  of  mo.'<t  po- 
litical worms,"  and  tUcy  hail  all  been  tuned  to  the  key  of 
"  roast  beef  and  cabbaau  on  a  trencher." 
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But  he  had  been  betrayefl  into  prolixity  by  the  interest 
of  the  occasion.  Before  closing  lie  wished  to  speak  of  one 
other  thing.  All  men  on  this  continent  are  free  and  equal, 
and  our  Government  must  regard  the  private  rights  of  ci- 
vilians. If  private  rights  arc  not  respected,  public  liberty 
dies.  We  contend  for  individual  rights,  and  whoever  attacks 
them  wounds  the  vital  parts  of  the  Republic.  Not  even 
the  plea  of  necessity  allows  any  one  to  trample  upon  them. 
To  be  sure  these  rights  depend  on  circumstances,  and  may 
be  superceded  by  martial  law.  Till  that  is  proclaimed  they 
must  not  be  infringed.  Law  is  the  rcflijx  of  order,  which 
is  the  principle  of  the  universe  and  God  himself.  'WTien  it 
is  sti-icken  down  all  things  fall  with  it. 

Most  sacred  is  the  grand,  noble  old  liberty  of  the  press. 
Over  that,  in  far  Europe  the  struggle  for  freedom  lias  been 
most  sternly  and  pertinaciously  waged.  Let  a  free  people 
guard  with  jealous  care  the  liberty  of  thepress,  and  declare 
the  administration  who  would  strike  at  it  as  guilty  of  iiici- 
vii>m  ami  little  less  than  traitors.    [Applause.] 

Gen.  Cochrane  refened  to  his  early  ijelief  that  America 
was  the  light-house  of  the  world — the  asylum  of  the  op- 
pressed, lie  had  heard  that  the  light  had  been  e.\fiiiguisli- 
ed.  He  demanded  thnt  America  should  remain  the  sanctu- 
ary of  freedom,  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  throughout  the 
world.  The  refugee  from  other  lands  must  be  held  in- 
nocent until,  in  accordance  with  law,  you  pronounce  him 
guilty.    [Applause.)  , 

The  speaker  closed  with  a  brief  reference  to 
the  Monroe  doctrine,  and  an  enthusiastic  asser- 
tion of  his  belief  in  the  speedy  triumph  of  our 
arms,  which  was  rapturously  applauded. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  platform,  nomina- 
tions were  made. 

John  C.  Fremont  was  nominated  for  Presi- 
dent by  acclamation. 

Gen.  John  Cochrane  was  nominated  for 
Vice  President,  with  but  few  voices  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  following  letters  were  addressed  to  the 
Convention:  that  of  Wendell  Phillips,  read  in 
Convention,  is  reported  to  have  been  warmly 
applauded: 

PROM  WENDELL  PHILLIPS. 

BosTOiN.  May  27, 1S64. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  deeply  regret  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to 
attend  the  Cleveland  Convention.  Allow  me  to  suggest 
one  or  two  things  which  I  lioped  to  urge  on  its  attention. 

Without  denying  what  the  friends  of  the  Administration 
claim — that  it  has  done  gumetliing  toward  crushing  (ho 
rebellion — my  charge  ag;iinst  it  is  that  it  has  not  done  half 
that  it  should  and  could  have  done  towiird  that  end,  had  it 
used  the  means  in  its  hands  with  an  earnest  and  single 
pmijose  to  close  the  strife  thoroughly  and  forever.  It  has 
thought  more  of  conciliating  rebels  than  of  subduing  them. 
It  has  avowedly  forborne  the  use  of  lawful  ami  efficient 
means  (to  wit,  tlio  abolition  of  slavery)  until  it  was  thought 
indispensable,  and  even  then  has  used  it  in  ,i  half-hearted, 
halting  way,  wishing  to  save  the  feelings  of  rebels. 

Wo  liave  three  tools  with  which  to  crush  the  rebellion — 
men,  money,  and  the  emancipal^on  of  the  negro.  We  were 
warned  to  be  quick  and  shai'i)  in  the  use  of  these,  because 
every  year  the  war  lasted  hardened  the  South  trom  a  re- 
bellion into  a  nation,  and  doubled  the  danger  of  foreign 
interference.  Slavery  has  lieen  our  great  trouble  in  the 
past,  and,  as  every  man  saw,  was  our  great  danger  in  tlie 
future.  Stiitesmanship,  saiil,  therefore,  seize  at  once  the 
God-given  opportiinity  to  end  it,  at  the  same  time  that  you, 
iu  the  quickest,  shortest,  and  cheapest  manner,  annildlato 
the  rebellion. 

For  three  j'ears  the  Administration  has  lavished  money 
without  stint,  and  drenched  the  land  in  blood,  and  it  has 
not  yet  thoroughly  and  heartily  struck  at  the  slave  sys- 
tem. Confessing  that  the  use  of  this  means  is  indispensa- 
ble, the  Administration  has  used  it  just  enough  to  irritate 
the  rebels  and  not  enough  to  save  the  State.  In  sixty  ilays 
after  the  rebellion  broke  out  the  Administration  suspended 
Iiaheas  corpus  on  the  jilea  of  military  necessity — ^justly. 
For  three  years  it  has  poured  out  the  tre.isuro  and  blood  of 
the  country  like  water.  Meanwhile  slavery  was  too  sacred 
•  to  bo  used;  that  was  saved  lest  the  feelings  of  the  rebels 
ehould  be  hurt.  The  Administration  weighed  treasure, 
blood,  and  civil  liberty  against  slavery,  and,  up  to  the  pres- 
ent moment,  has  decided  to  exhaust  them  all  before  it  uses 
freedom,  heartily,  as  a  means  of  battle. 

Mr.  Lincidn's  friends  tell  us  that  if  ho  is  re-elected  he  is 
re-elected  to  pursue  the  same  policy  auU  obey  the  same  Cabi- 


net. What  will  be  the  result  of  another  four  years  of  such 
policy?  Unless  the  South  is  recognized  the  war  will  con- 
tinue ;  the  taxation  needed  to  sustain  our  immense  debt, 
doubled  by  that  time,  will  grind  the  laboring  man  of  the 
North  down  to  the  level  of  the  pauper  labor  of  Europe ; 
and  we  shall  have  a  Government  accustomed  to  despotic 
power  for  eight  years — a  fearful  peril  to  democratic  institu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Lincoln's  model  of  reconstruction  is  the  experiment 
in  Louisiana,  which  puts  all  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
unchanged  white  race,  soured  by  defeat,  hating  the  labor- 
ing classes,  plotting  constantly  for  aristocratic  institutions. 
To  reconstruct  the  rebel  St-.ites  on  that  model  is  only  con- 
tinuing the  war  in  the  Senate  Chamber  after  we  have  closed 
it  in  the  field.  Such  reconstruction,  leaving  the  South  with 
its  labor  and  capital  at  war,  puts  the  whole  payment  of  the 
debt  on  the  industrious  North,  and  in  that  way  it  will  hang 
on  us  for  a  centnry.  Such  reconstruction  makes  the  free- 
dom of  the  negro  a  sham,  and  perpetuates  slavery  under  a 
softer  name.  Such  reconstruction,  leaving  the  seeds  of 
discontent  and  division  in  the  South  in  the  places  cf  power, 
tempts  and  facilitates  another  rebellion,  at  the  instigation 
or  with  the  aid  of  French-Mexico.  Such  reconstruction 
dooms  us  to  a  second  or  third-rate  place  among  nations,  and 
provokes  foreign  insult  and  aggression. 

There  is  no  plan  of  reconstruction  possible  within  twenty 
years,  unless  we  admit  the  black  to  citizenship  and  the 
ballot,  and  use  him,  with  the  white,  as  the  basis  of  States. 
There  is  not  in  the  rebel  States  sutBcient  white  basis  to 
build  on.  If  we  refuse  this  method  we  must  subdue  the 
South  and  hold  it  as  territory  until  this  generation  of  white 
men  have  passed  away,  and  their  sons,  with  other  feelings, 
have  taken  their  places,  and  northern  capital,  energy,  and 
immigration  have  forced  their  way  into  the  South.  Should 
we  aiiopt  that  plan,  and  wait  for  tliose  changes,  twenty 
years  must  elapse  bef  ire  we  can  venture  to  rebuild  States. 
Meanwhile  a  large  and  expensive  army,  and  the  use  of 
despotic  power  by  a  Government  holding  half  its  territory 
and  citizens  as  subjects,  make  every  thoughtful  nian  trem- 
ble for  the  fate  of  free  government. 

A  quick  and  thorough  reorganization  of  States  on  a  demo- 
cratic basis — every  man  and  race  equal  before  the  law — is 
the  only  sure  way  to  save  the  Union.  I  urge  it  not  for  the 
black  man's  sake  alone,  but  for  ours — for  the  nation's  sake. 
Against  such  recognition  of  the  blacks  Mr.  Lincoln  stands 
pledged  by  prejudice  and  avowal.  Men  say,  if  we  elect  him 
he  may  change  his  views.  Possibly.  ]5ut  three  years  have 
been  a  long  time  for  a  man's  education  in  such  hours  as 
these.  The  nation  cannot  afford  more.  At  any  rate,  the 
Constitution  gives  this  summer  an  opportunity  to  make 
President  a  man  fully  educated.    I  prefer  that  course. 

The  Administration,  therefore,  I  regard  iis  a  civil  and  mil- 
itary fiulure,  and  its  avowed  policy  ruinous  to  the  North  in 
every  point  of  view.  Mr.  Lincoln  may  wish  the  end — peace 
and  freedom — but  he  is  wholly  unwilling  to  use  the  means 
whicli  can  secure  that  end.  If  Mr.  Lincoln  is  re-elected  I  do 
not  expect  to  see  the  Union  reconstructed  in  my  day,  unless 
on  teims  more  disa-strous  to  liberty  than  even  lUsunion 
w  ould  be.  If  I  tui-n  to  General  Fremont,  I  see  a  man  whose 
first  act  was  to  use  the  freedom  of  the  negro  as  his  weapon, 
I  see  one  whose  thorough  loyalty  to  democratic  institutions, 
without  regard  to  r,ace,  whoso  earnest  and  decisive  cliarac- 
ter,  wliose  clear-sighted  sfcitesmanship  and  rare  military 
ability  justify  my  conlidenco  that  in  his  hands  all  will  be 
done  to  save  the  State  that  foresight,  sliill,  decision,  and 
statesmanship  can  do. 

I  think  the  Convention  should  incorporate  in  its  platform 
the  demand  for  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  prohib- 
iting slavery  everywhere  within  the  Republic,  and  forbid- 
ding the  States  to  make  any  chstinctioii  among  their  citizens 
on  account  of  color  or  race.  I  think  it  should  demand  a 
reconstruction  of  States  as  speedily  as  possible  on  the  basis 
of  every  loyal  man,  white  or  black,  sharing  the  land  and 
the  ballijt.  But  if  some  of  these  points  are  not  covered  I 
shall  still  support  its  action  with  all  my  heart  if  it  puts  the 
name  of  Fremont  or  Butler  on  its  flag.  Fremont  is  my  first 
choice,  but  I  can  support  either  of  them;  and  this  is  an 
hour  of  such  peril  to  the  Republic  that  I  think  men  should 
surrender  all  party  and  personal  partiality,  and  support 
any  man  able  and  willing  to  save  the  State. 

If  the  Baltimore  Convention  shall  nominate  Mr.  Lincoln, 
then  I  hope  we  shall  fling  our  candidate's  name,  the  long- 
honored  one  of  J.  C.  Fremont,  to  the  breeze,  and  appeal  to 
the  patriotism  and  common  sense  of  the  people  to  save  U8 
from  another  such  three  years  as  wo  have  seen.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  the  Baltimore  convention  shall  give  us  the  name 
of  any  man  whom  the  Radicals  of  the  Loyal  StJites  can 
trust,  I  hope  we  sli.all  be  able  to  arrange  some  plan  which 
will  unite  all  on  a  common  basis  and  carry  our  principles 
into  the  Govirnment. 

Wisliing  you  all  success,  and  prepared  to  second  your 
eflbrt  to  remove  the  A<lministnition,  I  am,  yours  Ac, 

WENDELL  PHILLIPS, 

Edward  Gilbert,  Esq.,  A'eio  York. 
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FROU  LUCIUS  ROBINSON. 

State  of  New  York, 
comptrollek's  office,  albany,  may  28. 
To  Hon.  A.  J.  CoLViN : 

My  official  duties  and  the  illness  of  my  deputy  will  pre- 
vent me  from  attending  the  meeting  called  fur  consultiitinn 
at  Cleveland,  the  31st  instant.  I  trust  that  you  will  be 
there  with  your  judicious  ad\ice. 

There  was  never  a  time  when  the  safety  and  welfare  of 
the  country  more  imperatively  demanded  careful  delibera- 
tion, with  wise  and  resolute  action.  We  have  lived  through 
three  years  of  war,  and  have  survived  many  bad  mistakes, 
Bimply  because  the  popular  mind  has  been  intensely  fixed 
upon  the  single  purpose  of  suppress^ing  the  rebellion  at  all 
hazards  and  at  every  cost.  This  one  idea  ha.s  had  such  con- 
trolling power,  and  the  masses  have  followed  so  steadily, 
that  it  has  served  as  a  substitute  for  proper  governmental 
'leadership.  But  it  is  evident  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  the  re-establishment  of  order,  the  removal  of  the 
cause  of  the  rebellion  and  the  repairing  of  the  terrible 
desolation  it  has  produced,  will  require  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  the  very  highest  qualities  of  leadership.  How 
can  we  hope  to  live  as  a  nation  through  the  crisis  before  us 
with  a  weak  Executive  and  Cabinet  in  a  state  of  discord  and 
anarchy  ?  Will  not  the  country  be  in  imminent  danger  of 
felling  into  the  same  condition  when  it  ceases  to  be  held 
together  by  the  pressure  of  war?  It  appears  to  me  that  a 
firm  assertion  of  sound  principles  and  the  election  of  the 
greatest  men,  regardless  of  former  party  organizations,  are 
essential  to  the  safety  of  the  naiion. 

Whrther  a  nomination  should  be  made  at  Cleveland  or 
Dot  can  best  bo  determined  after  meeting  and  consulting 
with  those  who  will  assemble  there  ;  but  if  it  shall  be  de- 
cided to  nominate  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  tbat  I  be- 
lieve the  hopes  of  the  people  throughout  the  country  are 
resting  upon  General  Grant  as  the  candidate.  He  has  dis- 
played the  qualities  which  give  all  men  confidence.  H-^has 
shown  himself  possessed  of  great  ability  and  skill,  the  most 
indomitable  courage  and  must  unselfish  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  his  country.  Victory  has  attended  him  wherever 
he  has  gone.  Obb  year  ago  all  confidence  in  the  Adminis- 
tration was  lost.  The  brilliant  victories  which  have  since 
been  won  by  Gen.  Grant  have  so  far  restored  it  as  to  en- 
courage the  Administration  to  attempt  to  n -elect  itself  on 
the  strength  of  his  achievements.  But  in  my  judgment  we 
should  let  him  who  has  won  the  honors  wear  tbem,aud 
should  entrust  power  to  one  who  has  shown  that  he  knows 
how  to  wield  it ;  we  shall  then  have  a  leader  at  the  head  of 
affairs  in  whom  all  loyal  men  will  have  confidence,  against 
whom  there  will  bene  prejudices,  and  whom  all  will  aid 
With  alacrity.  Yours, 

LUCIUS  ROBINSON. 

FROM    FREDERICK   DOUGLASS. 

Rochester,  May  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  mean  the  complete  abolition  of  every  vestige,  form, 
modification  of  slavery  in  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
perfect  equality  for  the  black  man  in  every  State  before  the 
law,  in  the  jury-box,  at  the  ballot-box,  and  on  the  battle- 
field; ample  and  salutary  retaliation  for  every  instance  of 
enslavement  or  slaughter  of  prisoners  of  any  color.  I  mean 
that  in  the  distribution  of  offices  and  honors  under  this 
Government  no  discrimination  shall  be  made  in  favor  of  or 
against  any  class  of  citizens,  whether  black  or  white,  of 
native  or  foreign  birth.  And  sujiposing  that  the  Conven- 
tion which  is  to  meet  at  Cleveland  means  the  same  thing,  I 
cheerfully  give  my  name  as  one  of  the  signers  of  the  call. 

Yours,  respectfully,  FREDERICK  DOUGLASS. 

E.  Gilbert,  Esq. 

THE    PLATFORM. 
Mr.  Carroll,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,* 
reported  the  following  resolutions : 

First.  That  the  Federal  Union  shall  be  preserved. 


*  During  the  Convention,  Mr.  Langer,  of  Iowa,  offered 
these  resolutions,  which,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  : 

'■^Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Convention,  or  of 
a«ij'  Convention  arising  from  this,  to  nominate  or  partici- 
pate in  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  fur  the  next  Presiden- 
tial terra,  and  the  Presidential  electors  of  this  party,  pledge 
themselves  upon  their  honor  not  to  accept  offices  of  trust, 
honor,  or  profit  from  the  Administration  in  power  during 
the  next  Presidential  tarm,  and  not  to  be  connected  directly 
or  indirectly  with  any  contract  or  business  transaction  in 
the  power  of  the  Administration. 

"hesolD-tl,  To  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Presidential  can- 
didate of  this  party,  if  successful,  to  act  accordingly. 

^^liesoh'ci-!,  That  this  is  not  to  be  construed  to  prevent  any 
memljer  from  becoming  an  active  consljatant  in  the  Navy 
and  Army  of  the  United  States,  in  such  capacity  as  his  re- 
(pective  State  may  elect  to  employ  him." 


Second.  That  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  must  bo  observed  and  obeyed. 

Third.  That  the  rebellion  must  be  suppressed  by  force  of 
arms,  and  without  compromise. 

Fourth.  That  the  rights  of  free  speech,  free  press,  and  the 
habeas  corpus  be  held  inviolate,  save  in  districts  where  mar- 
tial law  has  been  proclaimed. 

Fifth.  That  the  rebellion  has  destroyed  slavery,  and  the 
Federal  Constitution  should  be  amended  to  prohibit  its  re- 
estalilishment,  and  to  secure  to  all  men  absolute  equality 
belbre  the  law. 

Sixth.  That  integrity  and  economy  are  demanded  at  all 
times  in  the  administration  of  the  Government;  and  that  in 
time  of  war  the  want  of  them  is  criminal. 

Seventh.  That  the  right  of  asylum,  except  for  crime  and 
subject  to  law,  is  a  recognized  principle  of  American  lib- 
erty ;  that  any  violation  of  it  cannot  be  overlooked,  and 
must  not  go  unrebuked. 

Eighth  That  the  national  policy  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine"  has  become  a  recognized  principle,  and  that  the 
establishment  of  an  anti-republican  Government  on  this 
continent  by  any  foreign  power  cannot  be  tolerated. 

Ninth.  That  the  gratitude  and  support  of  the  nation  are 
due  to  the  faithiul  soldiers  and  the  earnest  leaders  of  the 
Union  army  and  navy  for  their  heroic  achievements  and 
deathless  valor  in  defence  of  our  imperiled  counti-y  and  of 
civil  liberty. 

Tenth.  That  the  one-term  policy  for  the  Presidency, 
adopted  by  the  people,  is  strengthened  by  the  force  of  the 
existing  crisis,  and  should  be  maintained  by  constitutional 
amendments. 

Eleventh.  That  the  Constitution  should  be  so  amended 
that  the  President  and  Vice  President  shall  be  elected  by  a 
direct  vote  of  the  people. 

Twelfth.  That  the  question  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
rebellious  States  belongs  to  the  people,  through  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  and  not  to  the  Executive. 

Tliirtcenth.  That  the  confiscation  of  the  lands  of  the 
rebels,  and  their  distribution  among  the  soldiers  and  actual 
settlers,  is  a  measure  of  justice. 

Mr.  Carroll  stated  that  the  committee  were 
unanimous  on  all  the  resolutions,  save  one — the 
last.  As  a  matter  of  expediency  it  was  thought 
not  advisable  to  recommend  it,  but  the  majority 
of  the  committee  had  instructed  him  to  report 
it  for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention. 

At  this  juncture,  Mr.  Gilbert  announced  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  Wendell  Phillips,  which 
was  warmly  applauded  while  being  read  by  the 
secretary. 

Mr,  Ransom  of  New  Jersey,  moved  that  the 
question  on  the  resolutions  be  taken  separately. 

It  was  then  decided  to  take  up  the  resolutions 
separately.  The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth 
were  adopted  without  dissent. 

Mr.  Goodell  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  by  de- 
claring that  slavery  shall  die,  instead  of  say- 
ing that  it  is  dead ;  for,  said  the  mover,  although 
it  is  legally'  dead,  the  fact  is  that  there  are  over 
three  millions  of  people  now  enslaved  in  the 
southern  States.  He  moved  to  substitute  these 
words : 

"  That  the  rebellion  must  he  suppressed  by  the  destrno- 
tion  of  its  motive  cause,  slavery." 

This  was  lost  after  a  debate,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

The  remainder  were  then  adopted. 

LETTERS    OF  ACCEPTANCE. 

FEOM  GENERAL  FREMONT. 

New  York,  June  4, 1864. 

Gentlemen:  In  answer  to  the  letter  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  receive  from  you,  on  the  part  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  assembled  at  Cleveland,  the  31st  of 
May,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  confidence 
which  led  them  to  offer  me  the  honorable  and  difficult  po- 
sition of  their  candidate  in  the  approaching  Presidential 
election. 

Very  honorable,  because  in  offering  it  to  me  you  act  in 
the  name  of  a  great  number  of  citizens  who  seek  above  all 
things  the  good  of  their  country,  and  who  have  no  sort  of 
selfish  interest  in  view.  Very  difficult,  because  in  accept- 
ing the  candidacy  you  propose  to  me,  I  am  exposed  to  the 
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reproach  of  creating  a  ichiem  in  the  party  with  which  I 
have  been  identified. 

Had  Mr.  Lincoln  remained  faithfnl  to  the  principles  he 
was  elected  to  deiend,  no  schism  could  have  l)cen  created, 
and  no  contest  could  have  been  possible.  This  is  not  an 
ordinary  election.  It  is  a  contest  for  the  right  even  to  have 
candidates,  and  not  merely,  as  usual,  lor  the  choice  among 
them.  Now,  for  the  first  time  since  '76,  the  question  of 
constitutional  liberty  has  be*u  brought  di'-ectly  before  the 
people  for  their  serious  consideration  and  vote.  The  ordi- 
nary rights  secured  under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of 
the  country  have  been  Tioiated  and  extraordinary  powers 
have  been  usurped  by  tha  Exocutivo.  It  is  directly  before 
the  people  now  to  say  whether  or  not  the  principles  estab- 
lished by  the  Revolution  are  worth  maintaining. 

If,  as  we  have  been  taught  to  believ*,  those  guarantees 
for  liberty  which  made  the  distinctive  name  and  glory  of 
our  country,  are  in  truth  inviolably  sacred,  then  here  must 
be  a  protest  against  the  arbitrary  violation  which  had  not 
even  the  excuse  of  a  necessity.  The  schism  is  made  by 
tliose  who  force  the  choice  betweeu  a  shameful  silence  or  a 
protest  against  wrong.  In  such  considerations  originated 
the  Cleveland  Convention.  It  was  among  its  objects  to 
arouse  the  attention  of  the  people  to  such  facts,  and  to 
bring  them  to  realize  that,  while  we  are  saturating  South- 
ern soil  with  the  best  blood  of  the  country  in  the  name  of 
liberty,  we  have  really  parted  with  it  at  home. 

To-day  we  have  in  the  country  the  abuses  of  a  military 
dictation  without  its  unity  of  action  and  vigor  of  execution — 
an  Administration  marked  at  home  by  disregard  of  consti- 
tutional rights,  by  its  violation  of  personal  liberty  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  as  a  crowning  shame,  by  its  aban- 
donment of  the  right  of  asylum,  a  right  especially  dear  to 
all  free  nations  abroad.  Its  course  has  been  characterized  by 
a  feebleness  and  want  of  principle  which  has  misled  Eu- 
ropean powers  and  driven  them  to  a  belief  that  only  com- 
mercial interests  and  personal  aims  are  concerned,  and  that 
flo  gi-eat  principles  are  involved  in  the  issue.  The  admira- 
ble conduct  of  the  people,  their  readiness  to  make  every 
sacrifice  demanded  of  them,  their  forbearance  and  silence 
under  the  suspension  of  everything  that  could  be  suspended, 
their  many  acts  of  heroism  and  sacrifices,  were  all  rendered 
fruitless  by  the  incapacity,  or  to  speak  more  exactlv,  hy  the 
personal  ends  for  which  the  war  was  managed.  This  inca- 
pacity and  selfishness  naturally  produced  such  results  as  led 
the  European  powers,  and  logically  enough,  to  the  convic- 
tion that  the  North,  with  its  greatly  superior  population, 
its  immense  resources,  and  its  credit,  will  never  be  able  to 
recover  the  South.  Sympathies  >vhich  would  have  been 
with  us  from  the  outset  of  this  war  were  turned  against  us, 
and  in  this  way  the  Administration  has  done  the  country  a 
doulile  wrong  abroad.  It  created  hostility,  or  at  best  "in- 
difference, among  those  who  would  have  been  its  friends  if 
the  real  intentions  of  the  people  could  have  been  better 
knovyn,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  neglected  no  occasion  for 
making  the  most  humiliating  concessions. 

Against  this  disastrous  condition  of  affairs  the  Cleveland 
Convention  was  a  protest. 

The  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  its  platform  have 
my  unqualified  and  cordial  approbation,  but  I  cannot  so 
heartily  concur  in  all  the  measures  which  you  propose.  I 
do  not  believe  that  confiscation  extmckd  to  theprojHrty  of  all 
rebels,  is  practicable,  Andiiit  ■were  so,  I  do  not  think' it  a 
measure  of  sound  policy.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  question  belong- 
ing to  the  people  themselves  to  decide,  and  is  a  proper  oc- 
casioti  for  the  exercise  of  their  original  and  sovereign  au- 
thority. Asa  war  measure,  in  the  beginning  of  a  revolt 
which  might  be  quelled  by  prompt  severity,  I  imderetand 
the  policy  of  confiscation,  but  not  as  a  final  measure  of  re- 
eonstructiou  after  the  suppression  of  an  insurrection. 

In  the  adjustments  which  are  to  follow  peace  no  consid- 
erations of  vengeance  can  consistently  be  admitted. 

The  object  of  the  war  is  to  make  permanently  secure  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  whole  country,  and  there  was 
but  a  single  element  in  the  way  of  its  attainment.  This 
element  of  slavery  may  be  considered  practically  destroyed 
in  the  country,  and  it  needs  only  your  proposed  amendment 
of  the  Constitution,  to  make  its  extinction  complete. 

With  this  extinction  of  slavery  the  party  tUvisions  cre- 
ated by  it  have  also  disappeared.  And  if  in  the  history  of 
the  country  there  has  ever  been  a  time  when  the  American 
people,  without  regard  to  one  or  another  of  the  political 
divisions,  wore  called  upon  to  give  solemnly  their  voice  in 
a  matter  which  involved  the  safety  of  the  United  States,  it  ■ 
ifi  assuredly  the  present  time. 

If  tlie  Convention  at  Baltimore  will  nominate  any  man 
whose  past  life  justifies  a  iveli-grounded  confidence  in  his 
fidelity  to  our  cardinal prindpks,  there  is  no  reason  why  there 
should  be  any  divisirm  am/tng  the  really  patriotic  men  of  the 
country.  To  any  such  I  shall  be  most  liappy  to  give  a  cordial 
and  active  support. 

My  ovvn  decided  preference  is  to  aid  in  this  way,  and  not 
to  be  myself  a  candidate.  But  if  Mr.  Lincoln  should  be 
uominaled — as  I  believe  it  would  be  fatal  to  tlie  country  to 


indorse  a  policy  and  renew  a  power  which  haa  cost  ng  the 
lives  of  thousands  of  men,  and  needlessly  put  the  country 
on  the  road  to  bankruptcy — there  will  remain  no  other 
alternative  but  to  organize  against  him  every  element  of 
conscientious  opposition  with  the  view  to  prevent  the  mis- 
fortune of  liis  re-election. 

In  this  contingency,  I  accept  the  nomination  at  Clevo- 
land,  and,  as  a  preliminary  step,  //tare  resigned  my  commis- 
sion in  the  army.  This  was  a  sacrifice  it  gave  me  pain  to 
make.  But  I  had  for  a  long  time  fruitlessly  endeavored  to 
obtain  service.  I  make  this  sacrifice  now  only  to  regain 
liberty  of  speech,  and  to  leave  nothing  in  the  way  of  dis- 
charging to  my  utmost  ability  the  task  you  have  set  for  me. 

With  my  earnest  and  sincere  thanks  for  your  expressions 
of  confidence  and  regard,  and  for  the  many  honorable  terms 
in  which  you  acquaint  me  with  the  actions  of  the  Conven- 
tion, I  am,  gentlemen, 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

J.  C.  FREMONT. 
To  Worihiogton  6.  Snethen  of  Maryland,  Edward  Gilbert 

of  New  York,  Ca.sper  Butz  of  Illinois,  Charles  E.  Moss  of 

Missoiui,  N.  P.  Sawyer  of  Pennsylvania,  a  Committee,  &c 

FROM  GENERAL  COCHRANE. 

New  York,  June  4, 1864. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  your  note  informing  ma 
ofBcially  of  my  nomination  by  the  Radical  Democracy  at 
Cleveland,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  as  their  candidate  for  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  ticket  with  JohnO. 
Fremont  as  their  candidate  for  President. 

I  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  simply  as  a  duty  per- 
formed what  you  are  pleased  to  represent  as  personally 
meritorious,  and  to  regret  the  physical  disability  which 
alone  withdrew  me  from  the  immediate  scene  of  war. 

I  concur  in  the  action  and  agree  with  the  principles  of 
the  Convention.  Where  by  its  twelfth  resolution  the  ques- 
tion of  reconstruction  is  referred  to  the  constitutional  ac 
tion  of  the  people,  it  wisely  committed  to  them  an  issue 
peculiarly  within  the  province  of  the  future,  and  not  yet 
sutficiently  emerged  from  war,  to  warrant  positive  opinion. 

While  I  have  ever  supposed  confiscation  and  use  of  the 
property  of  an  enemy  in  arms  to  be  a  laudable  exercise  of 
an  established  and  essential  rule  of  civilized  war,  I  am 
plea.sed  to  observe  that  the  Convention,  when  asserting  the 
justice  of  the  principle,  intended  to  remit  its  exercise  to  the 
discretion  of  the  people,  hereafter  manifested  through  their 
representatives  in  Congress,  when  considering  the  para- 
mount question  of  reconstruction  This  was  judicious; 
for,  indeed,  so  blended  must  be  the  various  methods — se- 
questration, confiscation,  military  absorption  and  occupa- 
tion— that  shall  hereafter  co-operate  to  evolve  order  from 
confusion,  and  to  restore  the  Government,  thatit  is  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  now,  when  affirming  the  principle,  to 
provide  for  its  application. 

I  have  the  honor,  gentlemen,  to  accept  the  nomination 
for  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  which  you  have 
tendered  to  me  under  the  direction  of  the  Convention. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  COCHRANE. 

To  the  Committee. 


Speech  of  Colonel  Cochrane. 

Delivered  to  ms  Regiment,  First  United  States  Cha* 
SEURS,  November  13,  1861. 

It  having  been  announced  that  Colonel  John  Cochrane 
would  speak  to  his  regiment,  at  their  camp,  on  the  occasion 
of  their  first  appearance  in  new  uniforms,  on  the  afternoon 
of  Friday,  the  loth  of  November,  instant,  a  large  assemblag'* 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen  was  congregated  to  hear  him.  A 
staging  had  been  improvised  beneath  a  spreading  oak,  where, 
conspicuous  among  the  auiUence,  sat  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dignified  and  composed.  In  front,  in  enclosing  linfei:,  stood 
the  imposing  regiment — the  first  United  States  Chasseurs, 
steady,  exact,  and  attentive.  Within  the  square  a  regimorv- 
tal  band  uttered  harmonious  music,  while  the  reddening 
rays  of  the  descending  sun  enveloped  the  audience,  soldiers, 
Secretary,  and  orator,  in  rpsy  rays,  that  imparted  a  soft 
beauty  to  the  scene,  and  conveyed  the  pleasing  .illusion  at- 
tendant upon  dramatic  effect.  The  Colonel  then  advanced, 
and  notified  his  hearers  that  one  of  the  companies  of  th» 
regiment  had  selected  this  as  a  fitting  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent to  one  of  their  lieutenants  (Morton)  a  small  token  of 
their  admiration  and  esteem.  The  preUminary  ceremony 
was  agreeably  and  satisfactory  finished.  It  was  then  thiit 
Colonel  Cochrane  arose,  and,  justly  inspired  by  the  scene 
and  the  circumstances  which  produced  it,  spoke  as  foUowM 
Soldiers  of  the  First  United  States  Chasseurs: 

[Bravo  Colonel.]  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  you  to-day.  Yon 
have  engaged  in  an  arduous  struggle.  You  have  prosecuted 
it;  you  intend  to  prosecute  it;  you  have  stood  untliiicbingly 
before  the  enemy;  you  have  proved  yourselves  patriotic, 
able,  and  tried  soldiers,  and  you  are  entitled  to  the  meed  oi 
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praise.  1,  your  commander,  this  day  feel  that  it  is  a  pflDud 
duly  to  extend  to  yoii  tlie  hand  of  approbation,  and  to  de- 
cifU'e  tliat  you  are  wortliy  of  your  country. 

Soldiers,  you  have  undergone  hibor;  you  have  faced  the 
enemy;  you  have  stood  without  retreating  before  their  fire; 
you  have  borne  tlio  inclemencies  of  the  season,  and  you  are 
ready  to  advance  witli  that  grand  army  of  which  you  are  a 
part.  Your  country  opens  its  arms,  and  receives  you  to  its 
bosom.  It  will  always  praise  and  applaud  you.  Its  com- 
manders stand  at  the  head  of  the  columu,  and,  with  you 
behind  them,  they  are  not  to  be  deterred.  But  the  com- 
mand is  forthcoming — forward,  march !  toward  the  enemy. 
Take  his  possessions,  for  they  are  yours ; '  they  are  yoiars  to 
occupy ;  they  are  yours  to  enjoj' ;  you  are  no  marauders, 
you  are  no  plunderers  of  property  not  your  own,  but  you 
are  th&  avengers  of  •he  law ;  you  are  the  right  arm  of  the 
Constitution  ;  under  your  flag  march  patriotism  and  order, 
and  republican  institutions ;  in  your  train  follow  peace, 
prosperity  and  liberty ;  you  are  the  servants  of  these  high 
potentates,  and  the  arm  through  whicli  they  strike  is  the 
arm  of  the  worthy  public  servant  who  stands  behind  me 
on  this  occasion,  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Soldiers,  you  have  been  called  to  the  field,  not  as  ma- 
rauders and  mercenaries,  but  as  the  defenders  of  our  high 
faith,  defenders  of  our  glorious  reputation,  defenders  of  our 
honor  and  renown,  around  which  cluster  the  memories  of 
tlio  past,  and  whose  feats  and  performances  will  yet  distin- 
guish the  future.  You  are  led  forward  by  a  commander 
under  whom  to  serve  it  is  a  pride  for  the  highest  among  us. 
He  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  his  reputation 
already  renders  powerless  the  arms  of  your  enenues.  By 
him  we  have  won  victories  in  the  South,  and  by  these  vic- 
tories we  have  assurances  of  triumph  yet  to  come.  Beau- 
fort is  ours — Charleston  may  be  ours — the  whole  country 
now  disintegrated  may  shortly  be  united  by  the  force  of 
those  arms  of  which  you  are  a  part,  and  the  Union  once 
more  signify  to  the  world  the  intent  of  that  glorious  motto, 
E  Pluribus  Unum.  Then  no  longer  shall  be  heard  that  fell 
doctrine  of  secession,  which  would  tear  us  asunder,  and  dis- 
tract, part  from  part,  this  glorious  Union  ;  but  we  shall  all 
be  as  we  have  been,  one  and  inseparable,  under  the  flag  of 
our  glorious  nationality,  won  by  our  fathers,  and  preserved 
by  you.  [Applause.]'  Ilere  is  sissembled  upon  the  banks  of 
tlie  Potomac  an  army  the  like  of  which  the  world  has  never 
jeen.  The  motive  which  h;c3  gathered  that  army  together 
never  before  was  presented  to  the  eye  of  history.  It  was 
congregated  by  no  despotic  order;  it  was  the  voluntary  wish, 
the  motive  power,  of  every  man  composing  it — the  power 
of  men  rushing,  as  with  one  ijm'ijose,  to  reinstate  the  flag 
of  our  Union  and  save  the  Republic.  That,  soldiers,  is  your 
mission ;  and  you  have  a  commander  who  with  lightning 
Bpced  will  lead  you  to  conquest,  and  with  equal  speed  vaW 
transmit  the  glory  of  your  labors  to  the  remotest  corners  of 
our  country.  And  now  permit  me,  though  the  shades  of 
night  are  falling  upon  us,  to  indulge  in  a  few  words  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  war,  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be 
brought  to  a  successful  termination.  The  material  aid  I 
have  already  averted  to ;  the  motive  power  remains  to  be 
commented  upon.  On  the  one  side  you  have  the  Confeder- 
ate army ;  on  the  other  side  you  have  the  grand  Union — the 
Federal  army.  Now,  the  difference  between  these  two 
words,  in  their  common  acceptation,  is  the  cause  for  which 
these  two  armies  are  fighting.  It  is  Secession  against  Fed- 
eration, Federation  against  Secession.  Nationality  against 
disunion;  confusion  against  order ;  anarchy  against  a  good, 
free,  and  liberal  Government — a  Government  made  equally 
by  the  Fathers  of  the  South  and  the  Fathers  of  the  North. 
We  are  in  a  revolutionary  period.  The  South  contends  for 
the  right  of  revolution.  We  admit  the  right;  but,  while  we 
admit  it,  we  invoke  the  sole  umpire  whicli  may  be  invoked 
on  such  occasions — the  umpire  of  the  sword,  the  umpire  of 
force,  the  ultima  ratio,  that  last  effort  to  which  men  appeal 
v/hen  they  have  differences  otherwise  irreconcileable. 

They — the  South — have  resorted  to  arms,  and  they  have 
compelled  us  to  the  same  resort ;  and  if  they  claim  that  it  is 
n  war  of  self-preservation  on  tlieir  part,  it  is  equally  a  war 
of  self-preservation  on  ours ;  and  if  we  are  in  controversy 
for  very  existence,  then  I  contend  that  all  the  resources,  all 
the  means  within  ourselves,  individually,  collectively,  and 
nationally,  must  be  resorted  to  and  adopted.  [Applause.] 
But  some  friend — a  doubter — exclaims :  "  Would  you  disrupt 
and  tear  asunder  the  Constitution  ?"  Where  is  the  Consti- 
tution ?  Would  you  tread  and  trample  upon  that  sacred 
ii^strument,  and  no  longer  acknowldge  its  binding  force,  no 
longer  be  bound  by  its  compromises  and  decrees  ?  I  answer, 
no.  The  Constitution,  by  the  necessity  of  the  controversy, 
is  cast  behind  the  arena  of  the  strife.  May  it  rest  there  safe, 
until  the  present  strife  being  over  it  shall  be  restored  to  its 
original  purity  and  force.  Like  the  sibyl  leaves  when  lost, 
the  remainder  become  more  valuable  in  our  eyes,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  carnage  we  will  clasp  to  our  bosoms  that  in- 
etnimeut  whose  worth  has  never  been  transcended  by  human 
efforts.  Soldiers,  to  what  means  shall  we  resort  for  our 
existence  'C    This  wax  is  devoted  not  merely  to  victory  and  ita 


mighty  honors,  not  merely  to  the  triumph  which  moves  in 
glorious  procession  along  our  streets.  But  it  is  a  war  which 
moves  towards  the  protection  of  our  homes,  the  safety  of 
our  families,  the  continuation  of  our  domestic  altars,  and 
the  protection  of  our  firesides.  In  such  a  war  we  are  jus- 
tified, are  bound  to  resort  to  every  force  within  our  power. 
Having  opened  the  port  of  Beaufort,  we  shall  he  able  to 
export  millions  of  cotton  bales,  and  from  these  we  may 
supply  the  sinews  of  war.  Do  you  say  that  we  should  not 
seize  the  cotton  ?  No ;  you  are  clear  upon  that  point.  Sup- 
pose the  munitions  of  war  are  within  our  reach,  would  we 
not  bo  guilty  of  shameful  neglect,  if  we  availed  not  our- 
selves of  the  opportunity  to  use  them?  Suppose  the  ene- 
my's slaves  were  arrayed  against  you,  wouW  you,  from  any 
squeamishness,  refrain  from  pointing  against  them  the  hos- 
tile gun,  and  prostrating  them  in  death  ?  No ;  that  is  your 
object  and  purport ;  and  if  you  would  seize  their  property, 
open  their  ports,  and  even  destroy  their  lives,  I  ask  you 
whether  you  would  not  use  their  slaves  ?  Wliether  you 
would  not  arm  their  slaves  [great  applause.]  and  carry  them 
in  battalions  against  their  masters  ?  [Renewed  and  tumul- 
tuous applause.]  //  necessary  to  save  this  Government,  I 
would  jilunge  their  vjhole  country  hlaek  and^ohite,  into  <m« 
indiscriminate  sea  of  blood,  so  that  we  sliould  in  the  end 
have  a  Government  which  would  be  the  vicegerent  of  God. 
Let  us  have  no  more  of  this  dilletante  system,  but  let  ua 
work  with  a  will  and  a  purpose  that  cannot  be  mistaken. 
Let  us  not  put  aside  from  too  great  a  delicacy  of  motives. 
Soldiers,  you  know  no  such  re;isoning  as  this.  You  have 
arms  in  your  hands,  and  those  arms  are  placed  there  for  the 
purpose  of  exterminating  an  enemy  unless  he  submits  to 
law,  order,  and  the  Constitution.  If  he  will  not  submit,  ex- 
plode every  thing  that  comes  in  your  way.  Set  fire  to  the  cot- 
ton. Explode  the  cotton.  Take  property  wJierever  you  may 
find  it.  Talce  tlie  slave  and  bestow  him,  upon  the  non-slaver 
holder  if  you  please.  [Great  applause.]  Do  to  them  as  they 
would  do  to  us.  Raise  up  a  parly  of  interest  against  the 
absent  slaveholder,  distract  their  counsels,  and  ift/ds  should 
not  be  sufficient,  take  the  slave  by  the  hand,place  a  musket  in 
it,  and  in  God's  name  bid  him  strike  for  the  liberty  of  the 
humanraee.  [Immense  applause.]  Now,  is  this  emancipar 
tion?  Is  this  abolitionism?  I  do  not  regard  it  as  either. 
It  no  more  parta^s  of  Abolitionism  than  a  spaniel 
partakes  of  the  naiure  of  the  lion.  Abolitionism  is  to 
free  the  slaves.  It  is  to  make  war  upon  the  South  for 
that  pui-pose.  It  is  to  place  them  above  their  masters 
in  the  social  scale.  It  is  to  assert  the  great  abstract 
Ijrinciples  of  equality  among  men.  But  to  take  the  slave 
and  make  him  an  implement  of  war  in  overcouung  your  en- 
emy, that  is  a  military  scheme.  It  is  a  military  necessity, 
and  the  commander  who  does  not  this,  or  something  equiv- 
alent to  it,  is  unworthy  of  the  position  he  holds,  and  equally 
univorthy  of  your  confidence.  Emancipatiop  I  Are  we  en- 
gaged in  a  war  of  emancipation  ?  If  so,  who  commenced 
the  war?  Not  we.  And  if  wo  did  not  commence  the  war, 
wo  cannot  be  charged  with  its  consequences.  Where  had 
it  its  origin?  It  had  its  origin  in  the  South.  It  was  and 
has  been  a  war  of  the  South  against  the  free  institutions  of 
the  North.  Let  me  illustrate.  Ai-e  we  to  free  their  slaves? 
We  do  not  intend  it.  Do  you  recollect  the  resolution  which 
was  passed  the  last  session  of  Congress,  which  distinctly 
declares  that  it  never  was  intended  by  anybody  in  tliis  wide 
land  to  free  the  slave.  "  Compromise,"  too,  has  been  talked 
of  this  matter.  Why  did  they  not  compromise  ?  Because 
it  was  not  their  object.  I  say  this  fearlessly,  for  I  infer  it 
from  scenes  in  which  I  was  an  actor. 

At  Charleston,  I  remember,  that  when  satisfied  that  Mb, 
Douglas  could  not,  while  they  remained  in  the  convention, 
be  nominated  for  the  Presidency,  they  nevertheless  with- 
drew. It  was,  if  my  remembrance  is  not  at  fault,  near 
the  midnight  hour,  at  the  prominent  headquarters  of  the 
southern  array,  that  Messrs.  Yancey  aid  Percy  Walker 
entered  the  room.  Those  present  had  previously  concluded, 
upon  careful  calculations,  that  the  South  abiding  by  the 
convention.  Judge  Douglas  could  not  receive  two  thirds  of 
the  vote  of  the  convention.  This  conclusion  was  commu- 
nicated to  these  gentlemen,  who,  as  I  understand,  having 
reviewed  the  calculations,  and  expressed  their  reliance  upon 
them,  declared,  when  leaving,  their  determination  to  re- 
main in  the  convention.  It  was  at  the  opening  of  the  con- 
vention on  the  very  next  morning,  that  Mr.  Walker  sent  to 
the  chair  the  act  of  secession  of  Alabama  therefrom.  The- 
morning  deed  declared  marvelously,  when  contrasted  with 
the  midnight  profession,  that  the  act  of  secession  was  but 
a  foregone  conclusion,  necessary  to  precipitate  the  only 
issue  to  which  they  desired  to  be  a  party. 

Nothing  could  be  sat^factory  to  these,  except  that  arma 
should  be  resorted  to,  and  the  fate  of  revolution  abided  by. 
I  declare,  therefore,  that  the  war  is  not  of  our  originating, 
but  it  has  been  forced  upon  us  by  a  crafty  enemy — an  enemy 
resolved  to  do  or  die ;  to  destroy  our  -free  Government,  or 
perish  in  the  attempt.  And  what  is  their  object?  Why, 
their  object  is  to  tear  down  this  proud,  noble,  and  beneficellt 
Government,  to  establish  a  reign  of  terror,  anarchy,-  and' 
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confiscation,  in  the  land ;  to  implant  upon  this  onr  soil  the 
hideoGS  doctrine  of  the  right  of  secession,  so  that  when  one 
State  focedes  another  may  secede,  and  still  auotlier,  and 
Btill  another,  so  that  within  forty-eight  hours,  by  tlio  light 
of  their  reason  and  the  exactness  of  their  judgment,  you 
may  establish  on  this  continent  thirty-four  independent 
governments.  Thirty-four,  did  I  say  ?  Why,  no,  not  thirty- 
four  merely,  but  every  county  and  every  city,  and  every 
village  and  hamlet ;  nay,  every  person  who  suffers  from  in- 
digestinn  at  the  dinner  table  may  claim  the  same  right ; 
and  thus,  soldiers,  we  shall  have  the  confusion  and  disorder 
which  will  plunge  into  dismay  and  ruin  the  best  and  most 
benevolent  government  in  the  wurld.  Now,  what  is  our 
object?  It  is  simply  t<.i  arrest  the  sway  of  this  fell  spirit  of 
Bocossion.  It  is  to  maintain  our  Government,  to  establish 
and  vindicate  law  aad  ordi^r,  without  which  neither  happi- 
ness nor  prosperity  can  exist.  You  arc  engaged,  too,  by  the 
strength  of  your  arms,  to  protect  our  commerce  with  other 
nations,  and'  when  victory  crowns  your  dovotion  to  your 
country's  cause — as  it  assuredly  will — you  will  be  proudly 
pointed  at  as  the  champions  of  American  rights,  as  men 
who  have  maintained  tlieir  dearest  principles,  and  as  those 
who,  from  tliis  time  forward,  shall  live  in  the  most  grateful 
remembrance  of  the  living,  and  whose  names  shall  descend 
with  marks  of  imperishable  honor  to  the  remotest  pos- 
terity. But,  soldiers,  to  accomplish  all  this,  not  merely 
arms  are  necessary,  not  merely  men  to  carry  them,  but 
that  powerful  and  overwhelming  spirit  which  constitutes 
and  makes  us  men,  that  spirit  which  lifts  us  above  the 
creeping  things  of  the  earth,  and  brings  near  the  Deity,  in 
accomplishing  his  work  on  earth.  Oh,  tlicn,  let  us  not 
tliink  that  the  "  battle  is  to  the  strong  " — let  us  not  merely 
depend  on  discipline  and  order,  but  with  that  fervidness  of 
eoul  which  inspired  our  fathers  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  Saratoga, 
and  Yorktown,  come  fom-ard  and  give  effect  to  all  that  is 
Talaable  in  the  name  of  patriotism,  and  honor,  and  religion. 


Never,  no  never,  will  you  succeed  until  that  spirit  ib  once 
more  manifested  and  developed  which  actuated  the  soldiers 
of  Cromwell,  who.  on  tlie  field,  invoked  the  Lord  their  God 
to  arise.  So  let  it  be  with  us.  We  must  be  at  least  one 
with  Him  in  spirit.  Let  us,  like  Cromwell,  invoke  the  Al- 
mighty blessing,  and,  clothed  with  the  panoply  of  patriot- 
ism and  religion,  strike  for  our  homes  and  our  country.  [Im- 
mense cheering.]  Let  us — oh,  let  us — without  reference  to 
any  differences  of  the  past,  keep  our  eyes  steadfastly  on  the 
great  object  to  be  achieved,  the  nationality  and  independ- 
ence of  this  country,  the  salvation  of  civilization  from  the 
insults  and  assaults  of  barbarism ;  and  then,  but  not  till 
then,  will  you  be  worthy  to  be  recognized  as  a  distinguished 
portion  of  our  great  American  army.  [Long  continued 
cheering  from  the  whole  regiment.] 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  Colonel  CoArane's  speech,  loud 
and  repeated  calls  being  made  for  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr. 
Cameron  came  before  the  regiment,  and  said : 

Soldiers :  It  is  too  late  for  me  to  make  you  a  speech  to- 
night, but  I  will  say  that  I  heartily  approve  every  senti- 
ment uttered  by  your  noble  commander.  The  doctrinea 
which  he  has  laid  down  I  approve  of  as  if  they  were  my 
own  words.  They  are  my  sentiments — sentiments  which 
will  not  only  lead  you  to  victory,  but  which  will  in  the  end 
reconstruct  this  our  glorious  Federal  Constitution.  It  is 
idle  to  talk  about  treating  with  these  rebels  upon  their  own 
terms.  We  must  meet  them  as  our  enemies,  treat  them  as 
enemies,  and  punish  them  as  enemies,  until  they  shall  learn 
to  behave  themselves.  Every  means  which  God  has  placed  in 
our  hands  it  is  our  duty  to  use  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
ourselves.  I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  say  here,  what 
I  have  already  said  elsewhere,  in  these  few  words,  that  1 
approve  the  doctrines  this  evening  enunciated  by  Colond  Coch- 
rane.   [Loud  and  prolonged  cheering.] 
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Democratic  National  Convention. 

1864,  August  29— The  body  met  at  12  o'clock, 
in  Chicago,  111.,  and  was  called  to  ordei-  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Democratic  National  Commit- 
tee, August  Belmont,  who  said  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  :  We  are  assembled  here 
to-day,  at  the  National  Democratic  Convention,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  candidates  for  the  Pi-e<iidencj'  and  Vice 
Tresidency  of  the  United  States.  This  task,  at  all  times  a 
moot  important  and  arduous  one,  has,  by  tlio  sad  events  of 
our  civil  war,  assumed  an  importance  and  responsibility  of 
the  most  fearful  nature.  Never,  since  the  formation  of  our 
government,  has  there  been  an  assemblage,  the  proceedings 
of  which  ^vere  fraught  with  more  momentous  and  vital 
results,  than  those  which  must  flow  from  your  acti  m. 
Towai'ds  you,  gentlemen,  are  directed  at  this  moment  the 
anxious  fears  and  doubts,  not  only  of  millions  of  American 
citizens,  but  also  of  every  lover  of  civil  liberty  throughout 
the  world.  [Cheers.]  In  your  hands  rests,  under  the  ruling 
of  an  all-wise  Providence,  the  future  of  this  Republic, 
lour  ydars  of  misrule  by  a  sectiouiJ,  fanatical  and  corrupt 
party,  have  brought  our  country  to  the  very  verge  of  ruin. 
The  past  and  present  are  sufficient  warnings  of  the  dis- 
astrous consequences  which  would  bel;ill  us  if  Mr.  Lincoln's 
re-election  should  be  made  possible  by  our  want  of  patriot- 
ism and  unity.  The  inevitable  results  of  such  a  calamity 
must  be  the  utter  disintegration  of  our  whole  political  and 
social  system  amidst  bloodshed  and  anarchy,  with  the  great 
problems  of  liberal  progress  and  self-government  jeopar- 
dized for  generations  to  come. 

Th©^  American  people  have  at  last  awakened  to  the  con- 
viction that  a  change  of  policy  and  administration  can 
alone  stay  our  downward  course ;  and  they  will  rush  to  the 
support  of  your  candidate  and  platform,  provided  you  will 
ofi'er  to  their  suffrage  a  tried  patriot,  who  ha.s  proved  liis 
devotion  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  and  provided 
that  you  pledge  him  and  yourselves  to  maintain  that  hal- 
lowed inheritance  by  every  effort  and  sacrifice  in  j-our 
power.  [Loud  applause.]  Let  us,  at  the  very  outset  of  our 
proceedings,  bear  in  mind  that  the  dissensions  of  the  last 
democratic  convention  were  one  of  the  principal  causes 
which  gave  the  reins  of  government  into  the  hands  of  our 
opponents ;  and  let  us  beware  not  to  fall  again  into  the 
Bame  fatal  error.  We  must  bring  at  the  altar  of  our 
country  the  sacrifice  of  our  prejudices,  opinions  and  con- 
victions— however  dear  and  long  cherished  they  may  be — 
from  the  moment  they  threaten  the  harmony  and  unity  of 
action  so  indispensable  to  our  success.  AVe  are  here  not  as 
war  denn  crats,  cor  as  peace  democrats,  but  as  citizens  of 
tlie  great  llepublic,  which  we  will  strive  to  bring  back  to 
its  former  greatness  and  prosperity,  without  one  single  star 
taken  from  the  brilliant  constellation  that  once  encircled 
its  youthful  brow.  [Cheers.]  Let  peace  and  disinterested 
patriotism,  tempered  by  moderation  and  forbearance,  pre- 
side over  our  deliberations ;  and,  under  the  bles^ings  of  the 
Almighty,  the  sacred  cause  of  the  Union,  the  constitution 
an  i  the  laws,  must  prevail  against  fanaticism  and  treason. 
[Loud  cheering.] 

Mr.  Belmont  named  as  temporary  chairman 
Ex-Governor  William  Bigler,  of  Pennsylvania, 

who  said  : 

Gentiemen  of  the  Convention  :  I  am  greatly  honored  in 
your  selection  of  me  to  preside  over  the  jjreliminary  delib- 
erations of  this  body.  My  acknowledgments  for  tliis  high 
compliniiut,  and  for  the  kind  greetings  just  extended  to 
me  by  this  vast  concourse  of  my  fellow  citizens,  will  be 
best  manifested  by  a  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
poiitiou  to  which  you  have  called  me. 

It  is  not  expected,  nor  would  it  be  befitting  in  one 
assuming  the  temporary  Presidency  of  the  convention,  that 
he  should  piit*ir  uDon  anv  I'eneral  discussion  of  the  many 
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interesting  topics  suggested  by  the  unhappy  condition  of 
our  country.  A  brief  allusion  to  the  occasion  and  purposes 
of  our  assembling  is  all  that  will  be  necessary.  No  similar 
body  ever  assembled  in  America  with  mightier  objects 
before  it,  or  to  which  such  a  vast  proportion  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  looked  with  such  profound  solicitude  for  measures 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  country  and  advance  their 
individual  happiness. 

The  termination  of  democratic  rule  in  this  country  was 
the  end  of  peaceful  relations  between  the  States  and  the 
people.  The  elevation  of  a  sectional  party  to  authority  at 
Washington,  the  culmination  of  a  long  indulged  and  acri- 
monious war  of  crimination  and  re-crimination  between 
extreme  men  of  the  North  and  South,  was  promptly  fol- 
lowed by  dissolution  and  civil  war.  And  in  the  progress  of 
that  war  the  very  bulwarks  of  civil  liberty  have  been 
imperiled  and  the  whole  fabric  brought  to  the  very  verge 
of  destruction.  And  now,  at  the  end  of  more  than  throe 
years  of  a  war  unparalleled  in  modern  times,  for  its  mag- 
nitude and  for  its  barbarous  desolations — after  more  than 
two  millions  of  men  have  been  called  into  the  field,  on  our 
side  alone,  after  the  land  has  been  literally  drenched  in 
fraternal  blood,  and  wailings  and  lamentations  are  heard  in 
every  corner  of  our  common  country,  the  hopes  of  the 
Union,  our  cherished  object,  are  in  nowise  improved.  The 
men  now  in  authority,  because  of  the  feud  which  they  have 
so  long  maintained  with  violent  and  unwise  men  of  the 
South,  and  because  of  a  blind  fanaticism  about  an  institu- 
tion of  some  of  the  States,  in  relation  to  which  they  have 
no  duties  to  perform  and  no  responsibilities  to  bear,  are 
rendered  incapable  of  adopting  the  proper  means  to  rescue 
our  country — our  whole  country — from  its  jjresent  lament- 
able condition.  Then,  gentlemen,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
first  indispensable  step  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  great 
work  is  the  overthrow,  by  the  ballot,  of  the  jsresent  admin- 
istration, and  the  inauguration  of  another  in  its  stead, 
which  shall  directly  and  zealously,  but  temperately  and 
justly,  wield  all  the  influence  and  power  of  the  government 
to  bring  about  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  national  troubles 
on  the  principles  of  the  constitution  and  on  terms  Ironor- 
ablo  and  just  to  all  sections,  North  and  South,  East  and 
AVest;  one  whicli  shall  stand  unfalteringly  by  civil  and 
religious  liberty ;  one  which,  instead  of  lelying  solely  on 
its  own  peculiar  dogmas  and  doctrines  and  the  ravages  of 
the  sword,  shall  refer  the  national  troubles  to  the  people, 
the  fountain  of  political  authority,  and  to  the  States  under 
the  forms  of  the  constitution ;  one  which  shall  have  no 
conditions  precedent  to  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  but 
which  shall  diligently  seek  that  result  as  the  consummation 
of  permanent  peace  amongst  the  States  and  renewed  fra- 
ternity amongst  the  people. 

Gentlemen,  we  have  been  commissioned  by  the  people  to 
come  here  and  initiate  steps  to  accomplish  these  great 
objects;  to  select  an  agent  and  the  agenci'S  in  this  good 
work.  That  the  task  will  be  well  performed  I  have  unfal- 
tering faith  ;  and  that  the. people  may  sanction  and  God 
may  bless  these  means  to  the  desired  end,  is  my  sincere 
prayer. 

Rev.  Dr.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  offered  a  prayer,  after  which  the 
names  of  del.egates  were  called,  and  Commit- 
tees appointed  on  Credentials,  Organization, 
and  Resolutions.  The  latter  was  thus  composed : 

Committee  mi  Resolutions — Maine,  John  W.  Dana ;  New 
Hampshire,  Edwin  Pease;  Massachusetts,  George  Luut; 
Connecticut,  Charles  R.  Ingersoll ;  Vermont,  T.  P.  Redfield ; 
Rhode  Island,  Charles  S.  Bradley;  New  York,  Samuel  J. 
Tilden  ;  New  .Jersey,  Abraham  Browning ;  Pennsylvania, 
William  A.  Wallace ;  Delaware,  Charles  Brown ;  Maryland, 
Thomas  G.  Pratt;  Kentucky,  Thomas  N.  Lindsey  and 
James  Guthrie;  Ohio,  Clement  L.  A'allandigham ;  Indiana, 
James  M.  Ilanna:  Illinois,  S.  S.  Marshall;  Michigan, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin;  Missouri,  William  A.  Hall;  lliuno- 
sota,  E.  0.  Hamlin ;  Wisconsin,  Gcorg-e  B.  Smith ;    Io»'a, 
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James  F.  Bates;  CaliOirnia,  John  B.  Weller;  Kansas,  Wm. 
C.  McDowell ;  Oregon,  benjamin  Stark. 

And  to  it  were  referred  the  reaclutions  of- 
fered in  open  convention,  as  follows  : 
By  Washington  Hunt,  of  New  York : 

Sesolved,  That  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  we  will 
adhere  witii  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  Union  and  the  Con- 
stitution, and  insist  on  maintaining  our  national  unity  as 
the  only  solid  foundation  of  our  strength,  security  and 
happiness  as  a  people,  and  as  a  framework  of  government, 
equally  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  all  the 
States  both  Northern  and  Southern;  and,  with  a  view  to 
terminate  the  pending  conflict  and  restore  the  blessings  of 
peace,  we  are  in  favor  of  an  armistice,  and  of  earnest, 
honorable  efforts  to  adjust  the  terms  of  settlement  and 
Union  on  the  basis  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and,  for  the  final  solution  of  all  diflfe rences,  we 
would  recommend  a  convention  of  the  States  to  review  the 
constitution,  and  adopt  such  amendments  and  modifica- 
tions as  may  seem  necessary,  more  fully  to  insure  to  each 
State  the  enjoyment  of  all  its  rights  and  the  undisturbed 
control  of  its  domestic  concerns,  according  to  the  original 
intent  and  purpose  of  the  Federal  compact. 

By  Thomas  L.  Price,  of  Missouri : 

Resolved,  That,  in  this  great  crisis  of  our  national  history, 
the  freedom  and  purity  of  the  elective  franchise — that 
sacred  right  of  freemen  secured  to  us  by  the  blood  of  our 
fathers,  and  the  nuaranties  of  the  constitution,  must  be 
maintained  against  all  assaults,  intimidation,  or  interfer- 
ence ;  and  we  hereby  pledge,  each  to  the  other,  and  all  of 
us  to  our  common  country,  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our 
sacred  honors,  to  make  common  cause  with  the  people  of 
any  and  every  State  where  the  same  may  bo  assailed  or 
trampled  upon ;  to  the  end  that  tlio  constitutional  expres- 
sion of  the  popular  will  and  the  inestimable  right  of  self- 
government  may  be  secured  for  ourselves  and  our  posterity. 

By  Alexander  Long,  of  Ohio  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  to  be  composed  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  State  reijreseuted  in  this  Convention,  to  be 
selected  by  the  respective  delegations  tliereof,  be  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  forthwith  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  and,  on  behalf  of  this  Convention  and  the 
peojde,  to  ask  Mr.  Lincoln  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
pending  drult  for  500,000  more  men  until  the  people  shall 
have  an  opportunity  through  the  ballot  box  in  a  free  elec- 
tion— uniulluenced  in  any  manner  by  military  orders  or 
military  iuterlcrenco — of  deciding  the  question,  now  fairly 
presented  to  them,  of  war  or  peace,  at  the  approaching 
election  in  November ;  and  that  said  committee  bo  and  they 
are  hereby  instructed  to  urge  upon  Mr.  Lincoln,  by  what- 
ever argument  they  can  employ,  to  stay  the  flow  of  fraternal 
blood,  at  least  so  far  as  the  pending  di-aft  will  continue  to 
augment  it,  until  the  people,  the  source  of  all  power,  sh.all 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  will  for  or  against 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  war  in  the  choice  of  candi- 
dates for  the  Presidency. 

By  Hamilton  Alricks,  of  Pennsylvania  : 

■\Ve,  the  representatives  of  the  democratic  party  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  National  Convention  assem- 
bled, for  tlio  purpose  of  nominating  candidates  for  the  high 
offices  of  President  and  Vice  President,  to  be  voted  for  at 
the  ensuing  election,  point  witli  pride  and  satisfaction  to 
the  past  history  of  our  common  country,  her  great  and 
marvelous  prosperity,  under  democratic  administration. 
Therefore,  in  order  to  restore  anil  preserve  the  integrity  of 
our  once  happy  Union,  ro-establi.sh  justice  and  domestic 
tranquility  throughout  our  bortlers,  promote  the  general 
welfare,  and  secure  the  return  of  the  blessings  of  liberty 
veuchsafed  to  us  by  our  fon-fathers,  we  here  renew  and 
declare  our  unalterable  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  that 
it  must  be  preserved  in  its  integrity.  Believing  that  the 
desirable  object  can  be  obtained  if  we  profit  by  the  wisdom 
of  our  forefatliers,  wo  here  adopt  as  our  sure  and  broad 
platform  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  in  its  length 
and  breadth,  and  pledge  our  candidates  to  maintain,  pre- 
serve, i)rotect,  and  defend  the  same. 

Resoh-cd,  Tliat  we  cannot  view  with  indifference  the  open 
repudiation  and  violation  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  tlie 
establishment  of  an  empire  on  the  ruins  of  a  neighboring 
republic;  and  that  we  view  with  greater  alarm  and  distrust 
the  fearful  strides  of  the  general  administration  at  our 
national  capital  towards  despotism,  in  their  repeated  inter- 
ference witli  State  rights,  with  the  liberty  of  speech,  of  the 
press,  and  the  right  of  private  property ;  wherefore,  we  call 
on  all  true  and  incorruptiblis  p;itriots  to  lay  aside  tlieir 
partisan  prejudices,  to  look  our  bleeding  country's  troubles 
in  the  face,  calndy  to  consider  the  fearful  waste  of  blood 
and  treasure  through  the  unwise  ads  and  misguided  iiolicy 
of  the  present  national  iidministratiou,  and  assist  in  chang- 


ing our  rulers,  that  we  may  rescue  onr  beloved  country  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people  from  certain  ruin. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  use  all  honorable  means  known 
to  civilized  nations  to  bring  to  a  speedy  termination  the 
unhappy  difficulties  that  disturb  oiu:  country. 

August  30 — The  permanent  organization  was 
made,  with  Governor  Horatio  Seymour,  of  New 
York,  aa  President.  On  taking  the  chair,  he 
said : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  :  I  thank  you  for  the  high 
honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  in  making  me  President 
of  this  body.  The  importance  of  the  occasion  has  already 
been  expressed  in  fitting  words  by  your  temporary  chair- 
man. 1  have  not  language  to  tell  with  what  anxious  solici- 
tude the  people  of  this  country  watch  our  proceedings. 
The  prayers  of  men  and  women  in  ten  thousand  homes  go 
up  to  heaven  that  we  may  be  so  guided  in  our  deliberations 
that  our  action  may  conduce  to  the  restoration  of  our 
Union,  to  the  return  of  peace,  and  the  maintenance  of 
liberty  in  this  land.     [Cheers.] 

It  is  not  for  me  to  forecast  your  action — it  is  not  for  me 
to  say  what  methods  may  be  adopted  to  relieve  this  afflicted 
country  of  ours.  But  while  I  may  not  speak  on  that  sub- 
ject, I  can,  with  propriety,  allude  to  the  sentiments  which 
animate  you  all.  There  is  no  man  here  who  does  not  love 
the  Union.  [Cheers.]  There  is  no  man  here  who  does  not 
desire  peace.  [Clieers.]  There  is  no  man  hero  who  is  not 
resolved  to  uphold  the  great  principles  of  constitutional 
freedom.    [Applause.] 

I  know  that  the  utmost  importance  attaches  to  all  your 
proceedings.  I  know  it  is  of  vital  consequence  that  you 
should  select  such  men,  as  your  candidates,  as  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  the  American  people.  But  beyond  platforms 
and  beyond  candidates,  there  are  other  considerations  of 
still  greater  significance  and  importance.  When  you  wish 
to  know  what  the  policy  of  party  will  be,  you  must  strive 
to  learn  the  passions  and  sentiments  which  animate  that 
party.  I'"ouryearsago,in  this  city,  there  was  an  assemblage 
of  citizens  from  the  different  parts  of  our  country,  who  met 
here  for  the  purpose  of  placing  In  nomination  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  Thoy  put  forth  declarations  that  they 
would  not  interlere  with  the  rights  of  the  States  of  this 
Union.  They  did  not  intend  to  destroy  our  country — they 
did  not  mean  to  break  down  its  institutions.  But  unhap- 
pily they  were  influenced  by  sectional  prejudices,  l>y  fanati- 
cism, by  bigotry,  and  by  intolerance;  and  we  have  found 
in  the  course  of  the  last  four  years  that  their  animating 
sentiments  have  overruled  their  declarations  and  their 
liromises,  and  swept  them  on,  step  by  step,  until  they  have 
been  carried  on  to  actions  from  which  at  the  outset  they 
would  have  shrunk  away  with  horror.  Even  now,  when 
war  has  desolated  our  land,  has  laid  its  heavy  burthens 
upon  labor,  when  bankruptcy  and  ruin  overbang  us,  they 
will  not  have  Union  except  upon  conditions  unknown  to 
our  constitution  ;  they  will  not  let  the  shedding  of  Iilood 
cease,  even  for  a  little  time,  to  see  if  Christian  chiirity,  or 
the  wisdom  of  statesmanship  may  not  work  out  a  method 
to  save  our  country.  Nay,  more  than  this,  they  will  not 
listen  to  a  proposal  for  peace  which  does  not  offer  that 
which  this  government  has  no  right  to  ask. 

This  administration  cannot  now  save  this  Union  if  it 
would.  It  has,  by  its  proclamations,  by  vindictive  legisla- 
tion, by  di.splays  of  hate  and  passion,  placed  obstacles  in 
its  own  pathway  which  it  cannot  overcome,  and  has  ham- 
pered its  own  freedom  of  action  by  unconstitutional  .acta. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  the  failure  of  its  policy  is  duo  to  the 
want  of  courage  and  devotion  on  the  part  of  our  armies. 
[Clieers.]  Never  in  the  world's  history  have  soldiers  given 
up  their  lives  more  freely  than  have  those  of  the  armies 
which  have  battled  for  the  flag  of  our  Union  in  the  South- 
ern States.  Tlie  world  will  hold  that  they  have  done  all 
that  arms  can  do ;  and  had  wise  statesmausliip  secured  the 
fruits  of  their  victories,  to-day  there  would  have  been  peace 
in  our  land.  [Much  applause.]  But  while  our  soldiers 
have  desperately  struggled  to  carry  our  banner  southward 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  even  now  the  government  declares 
that  rebellious  discontent  has  worked  northward  to  the 
shores  of  the  great  lakes.  The  guaranteed  right  of  the 
people  to  bear  arms  has  been  suspended  by  the  edict  of  a 
General  up  to  the  very  borders  of  Canada ;  so  that  American 
servitude  is  put  in  bold  contrast  with  British  liberty.*  This 


*  Supposed  to  refer  to  tliis  order : 

Headquarteks  Northern  Depaetmejtt, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  August  27,  1S64. 
[Speci.\l  Order  No.  53.] 

During  the  ensuing  sixty  days  no  fire  arms,  powder,  or 
ammunition  of  any  kind  will  be  received,  tr;in>porte<l,  or 
delivered  by  any  railroad,  exjiress,  or  other  forwarding 
company  within  the  Stites  comprised  within  tlu'  limits  of 
this  department — viz:  Ohio,  Indiana, lUiuois, and  Michigan 
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edministrafion  thus  declares  to  the  world  it  has  now  no  ' 
faith  ill  llie  [ifople  of  States  whose  votesplaced  it  in  power; 
and  It  also  admits  by  such  edict  that  these  pcopU>  have  no 
faitli  in  this  administration.  While  those  in  power,  without 
remorse,  sacrifice  the  blood  and  treasure  of  our  people,  they 
will  not  give  up  their  own  passions  for  the  public  good. 
Tliis  U.dMU  is  i;ot  held  asunder  by  military  ambition.  If 
our  political  troubles  could  be  referred  to  the  peaceful 
arbitrament  of  the  couter.diug  armies  in  the  field,  our 
Union  wuuld  be  restored,  the  rights  of  States  woulil  be 
gn.iranteed,  the  sacredncss  of  homes  and  persons  again 
respected,  and  an  Insulted  judiciary  would  again  administer 
the  laws  of  the  land.  Let  not  the  ruin  of  our  country  be 
charged  to  our  soldiers.  It  is  not  due  to  their  teachings  or 
their  1  lUaticism.  In  my  constant  official  intercourse  with 
them,  I  have  never  heard  uttered  one  sentiment  of  hatred  to- 
wards the  people  of  the  South.  Beyond  all  men  they  value 
the  blessings  of  peace  and  the  virtues  of  mercy,  of  gentleness 
and  of  clia'ity  ;  while  many  who  stay  at  home  cry  havoc, 
and  demand  that  no  mercy  shall  be  shown.  The  bigotry 
of  fanalicsand  the  intrigues  of  placemen  h.ave  made  the 
bloody  pases  of  the  history  of  the  past  three  years. 

But  if  the  administration  cannot  save  this  Union,  we 
can.  [Loud  applause.]  Mr  Lincoln  values  many  things 
above  the  Union  :  we  put  it  first  of  all.  [Continued  cheer- 
ing.] He  thinks  a  proclamation  worth  more  than  peace ; 
we  think  the  blood  of  our  people  more  precious  than  the 
edicts  of  the  President.  [Cheers.]  There  are  no  hindrances 
in  our  pathways  to  Union  and  to  peace.  We  demand  no 
conditions  for  the  restoration  of  our  Union  ;  we  are  shackled 
with  no  hates,  no  prejudices,  no  passions.  We  wish  for 
fraternal  relationship  with  the  people  of  the  South.  [Ajv 
plause.]  We  demand  for  them  what  we  demand  for  our- 
selves— the  full  recognition  of  the  rights  of  States.  We 
mean  that  every  star  on  our  nation's  banner  shall  shine 
with  an  equal  lustre. 

In  the  Coming  election  men  must  decide  with  which  of 
the  two  paniea,  int'j  which  our  people  are  divided,  they 
will  act.  If  they  wish  for  the  Union  they  will  act  with 
that  party  which  does  now  and  always  did  love  and  rever- 
ence that  Union.  If  they  wish  for  peace,  they  will  act 
with  those  who  sought  to  avert  this  war,  and  who  now  ss  ek 
to  restore  good  will  and  harmony  among  all  sections  of  our 
conntiy.  If  they  care  for  their  rights  as  persons  and  the 
sacredness  of  their  homes,  they  will  act  with  those  who 
have  stood  up  to  resist  arbitrary  arrests,  despotic  legisla- 
tion, and  the  overthrow  of  thejudiciary.  [Loud  and  con- 
tinued applause.]  If,  upon  the  other  hand,  tliey  are  willing 
to  continue  the  present  policy  of  government  and  condition 
of  affairs,  let  them  act  with  that  organization  which  made 
the  present  condition  of  our  country.  And  there  are  many 
good  men  who  will  be  led  to  do  thi.s  by  their  passions  and 
prejudices;  and  our  land  swarms  with  placemen  who  will 
hold  upon  power  and  plunder  with  a  deadly  grasp.  But  as 
for  us,  we  are  resolved  that  the  party  who  have  made  tlie 
history  of  oui'  country,  since  their  advent  to  jaower,  seem 
like  some  unnatural  and  terrible  dream  shall  be  overthrown. 
[Applause.]  ¥■  lur  years  ago  it  had  its  birth  upon  this  spot. 
Let  us  see,  by  our  actiou,  that  it  shall  die  here  where  it 
was  born.     [Loud  and  continued  cheering.] 

In  the  political  contest  in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
we  do  not  seek  partisan  advantages.  We  are  battling  for 
the  rights  of  chose  who  belong  to  all  political  organizations. 
We  mean  that  their  ri^jhts  of  speech  shall  be  unimpaired, 
although  that  right  may  be  used  to  denounce  us.  Wo 
intend  that  rights  of  conscience  shall  be  protected,  al- 
though mistaken  views  of  duty  may  turn  the  temples  of 
religion  into  theatres  for  partisan  denunciation.  We  mean 
that  home  rights  and  the  sacredness  of  the  fireside  shall  be 
respected  by  those  in  authority,  no  matter  what  political 
views  may  bo  held  by  those  who  sit  beneath  their  roof- 


— without  a  permit  from  these  headquarters;  from  Gen.  A. 
P.  Ilovey,  Indianapolis,  Indiana;  Gen.  II.  E.  Paine,  Spring- 
field, Illinois;  or  Lieut.  Col.  B.  H.  Uill,  Detroit,  Michigan, 
unless  shipped  by  or  delivered  to  an  authorized  officer  of 
the  United  States  Government. 

Dealers  in  these  articles,  or  others  having  them  in  their 
possession,  will  in  no  event  be  permitted  to  sell  or  deliver 
them  during  that  time. 

It  is  the  duty  of  all  military  commanders  and  all  provost 
marshals  and  their  assistants  to  see  that  this  order  is  en- 
forced, and  to  sei;;e  all  such  articles  as  may  be  clandestinely 
sold,  sliipped,  or  delivered  in  evasion  of  it.  Such  property 
will  at  once  be  reported  to  these  headquarters  for  the  de- 
cision of  the  commander  as  to  its  disposition. 

Forwarding,  selling,  or  delivering  such  articles  during 
this  time,  if  now  in  transitu,  excepting  that  they  maybe 
forwarded  by  such  railroads  as  now  have  them  in  posses- 
sion for  s.-ife  keeping.  wj"l  be  considered  an  evasion  of  this 
order.  The  facts  of  sr.  ;h  forwarding  will  be  reported  to 
these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-Gcneral  Ileintzelman : 

C.  U.  POTTEK,  A.  A.  General. 


trees.  When  the  democratic  party  shall  have  gained 
power,  we  sh.all  not  be  less,  buC  iji:re  tenacious  upon  these 
subjects.  We  have  forborne  tjuch  because  those  who  are 
now  charged  with  the  conduct  of  jrablic  affairs  knew  but 
little  about  the  principles  of  our  government.  We  were 
unwilling  to  present  an  appearance  of  factious  opposition. 
But  when  we  shall  have  gained  power,  that  official  who 
shall  violate  one  principle  of  law,  one  single  right  of  the 
humlilest  man  in  our  land,  shall  be  punished  by  the  full 
rigor  of  the  law ;  it  matters  not  if  he  sits  in  the  Presi- 
deiitial  chair  or  holds  a  humbler  office  under  our  govern- 
ment.   [Cheers.] 

We  have  had  upon  this  floor  a  touching  and  significant 
proof  of  the  folly  of  this  administration,  who  have  driven  from 
its  suiiport  those  upon  whom  it  chiefly  leaned  at  the  out- 
set of  this  rebellion;  when  their  hopes,  even  for  their  own 
personal  safety,  hung  upon  the  noble  men  of  the  border 
States,  [loud  and  continued  cheering,]  who,  under  circum- 
stances most  trying,  severed  family  relations  and  ancient 
associations,  to  uphold  the  flag  of  our  Union.  Many  of 
these  men  are  members  of  this  convention.  They  bear 
impressed  upon  their  countenances  and  manifest  in  their 
persons  the  high  and  generous  purposes  which  animate 
them ;  and  yet  it  is  true — great  God,  that  it  should  be 
true! — that  they  are  stung  with  a  sense  of  the  injustice 
and  ingratitude  of  low  and  unworthy  men,  who  have  in- 
sultei'  and  wronged  them,  their  families  and  their  rights, 
by  vindictive  legislation  or  through  the  agency  of  miserable 
dishonored  snboi-dinates.     [Cheers  ] 

Gentlemen,  I  tnist  that  our  proceedings  will  be  marked 
by  harmony.  I  believe  we  shall  all  be  animated  by  the 
greatness  of  this  occasion.  It  may  be — in  all  probability 
it  is  true — that  the  future  destinies  of  our  country  hang 
upon  our  action.  Let  this  consideration  inspire  us  \nth  a 
spirit  of  harmony.  God  of  our  fathers  bless  us  now;  lift 
us  above  all  personal  consideration ;  fill  us  with  a  just 
sense  of  the  great  responsibilities  which  rest  upon  us,  and 
give  again  to  our  land  its  Union,  its  peace,  and  its  liberty. 

[Enthusiastic  and  long  continued  cheering  followed  the 
conclusion  of  Gov.  Seymour's  remarks.  The  entire  assem- 
blage participated,  and  thousands  of  voices  united  in  pour- 
ing forth  round  after  round  of  tumultuous  applause. 
When  the  enthusiasm  had  only  partially  subsided,] 

The  President  came  forward,  and  addressing  the  assem- 
blage, said :  I  wish  to  say  one  word  to  the  audience  here 
assembled.  The  delegates  who  compose  this  convention 
have  come  up  from  different  parts  of  the  Union  for  the 
purpose  of  acting  upon  your  most  important  interests.  We 
are  most  happy  that  yon  should  be  the  witnesses  of  our 
proceedings,  but  one  thing  you  must  bear  in  mind  :  That 
you  are  not  members  of  this  body,  and,  while  our  hearts 
will  be  cheered  to  find  that  patriotic  sentiments  are  received 
as  patriotic  sentiments  should  be  by  the  American  people, 
you  must  not  undertake  to  attempt  to  influence  the  de- 
liberations of  the  Convention,  or  allow  your  feelings  to  take 
such  form  of  expression  as  are  unbecoming  in  the  presence 
of  those  upon  whom  rest  the  responsibilities  of  the  occa- 
sion. [Cheers,  followed  by  loud  calls  for  Vallandigham, 
mingled  with  applause  and  hisses.] 

TII'3  PLATFORM 

was  then  adopt©!,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Guthrie, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  : 

Rf'snlved,  That  in  the  future,  as  in  the  p.ast,  we  will  ad- 
hero  with  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  Union  under  the  Con- 
stitution as  the  only  solid  foundation  of  our  strength,  secu- 
rity and  happiness  as  a  people,  and  as  a  framework  of 
government  equally  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  prosper- 
ity of  all  the  States,  both  northern  .and  southern. 

Besolved,  That  this  convention  docs  explicitly  declare, 
aa  the  sense  of  the  American  people,  that  after  four  years 
offailure  to  restore  the  Union  by  the  experiment  of  war, 
during  which,  under  the  pretense  of  a  military  necessity, 
or  war  power  higher  than  the  Constitution,  the  Constitution 
itself  has  been  disregarded  in  every  part,  and  public  liberty 
and  private  right  alike  trodden  down  and  the  material 
prosperity  of  the  country  essentially  impaired — ;iustice, hu- 
manity, liberty  and  the  public  well'are  demand  that  imme- 
diate efforts  be  made  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  with  a 
view  to  an  ultimate  convention  of  the  States,  or  other 
peaceable  means,  to  the  end  that  at  the  earliest  practicable 
momeni  peace  may  be  restored  on  the  basis  of  the  Federal 
Union  of  the  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  direct  interference  of  the  military 
authorities  of  t!ie  United  States  in  the  recent  elections  held 
in  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri  and  Delaware,  was  a 
shameful  violation  of  the  Constitution ;  and  a  r«petition  of 
such  acts  in  the  approaching  election  will  be  held  as  revo- 
lutionary, and  resisted  with  all  the  means  and  power  under 
our  control. 

Jiesolvt:d,  That  the  aim  and  object  of  the  Democratic 
party  is  to  preserve  the  Federal  Union  and  the  rights  of  the 
States  unimpau-ed;  and  they  hereby  declare  that  they  con- 
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gider  that  the  administrative  usurpation  of  extraordinary 
and  dangerous  powers  not  granted  by  the  constitution;  the 
Bubversiou  of  the  civil  by  military  law  in  States  not  iu  iu- 
eurrection ;  the  arbitrary  military  arrest,  imprisonment, 
trial  and  sentence  of  American  citizens  ia  States  where 
civil  law  exists  in  full  force;  the  suppression  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press  ;  the  denial  of  the  right  of  asylum  ; 
the  open  and  avt)wed  disregard  of  State  rights ;  the  em- 
ployment of  unusual  test-oaths,  and  the  interference  with 
siud  denial  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  bear  arms  iu  their 
defence,  is  calculated  to  prevent  a  restoration  of  the  Union 
and  the  perpetuation  of  a  government  deriving  its  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 

Mcsolved,  That  the  shameful  disregard  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  its  duty  in  respect  to  our  fellow-citizens  who  now 
iu-e,  and  long  have  been,  prisoners  of  war  in  a  suffering 
condition,  deserves  tlie  severest  reprobation,  on  the  score 
alike  of  public  policy  and  common  humanity. 

Resolved,  That  the  sympathy  of  the  Democratic  party  is 
heartily  and  earnestly  extended  to  the  soldiery  of  our  army 
and  sailors  of  our  navy,  who  are,  and  have  been  in  the 
field  and  on  the  sea,  under  the  flag  of  their  country;  and, 
in  the  event  of  its  attaining  power,  they  will  receive  all  the 
care,  protection,  and  regard  that  the  brave  soldiers  and 
sailors  of  the  Republic  have  so  nobly  earned. 

.NOMINATIONS  OF    GEO    B.    m'CLELLAN  AND  GEORGE 
H.    PENDLETON. 

Mr.  John  P.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey,  in  behalf  of  the 
delegation  of  that  State,  nominated  General  George  B.  Mc- 
Clellan. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  seconded  the  nomination. 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  nominated  Governor  Pow- 
ell, of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Powell  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
gentleman,  but'he  firmly  believed  the  crisis  demanded  the 
candidate  of  the  party  should  come  from  a  non-slavehold- 
ing  State.  Believing  so,  he  begged  the  gentleman  and  his 
colleague  from  the  gallant  State  of  Delaware  to  withdraw 
his  name. 

Mr.  Stuart,  on  behalf  of  a  portion  of  the  Ohio  delegation, 
nominated  Thomas  11.  Seymour. 

Mr.  Wickliffe,  on  behalf  of  a  portion  of  the  delegation 
from  Keutuc'cy,  nominated  Franklin  Pierce,  but  subse- 
quently withdrew  it. 

The  day  was  spent  iu  debate  upon  the  merits  of  the  can- 
didates. 

August  31 — The  vote  for  President  was 
taken.  The  first  ballot,  as  taken,  stood :  McClel- 
lau,  1T4;  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  38;  Horatio 
Seymouf,  12;  Charles  O'Conoi',  ^  ;  Blank,  Ih 
As  revised  and  finally  declared,  it  was: 
McClellan,  202^,  Thos.  H.  Seymour,  28^,  as 
follows: 

Maine — seven  for  McClellan. 

New  Hampshire — five  for  BlcClellan. 

Vermont — five  for  McClellan. 

Massachusetts — twelve  for  IMcClellan. 

Rhode  Island— four  for  McClellan. 

Connecticut — nine  for  McClellan. 

New  York— thirty-three  for  McClellan. 

New  Jersey — seven  for  McClellan. 

Pennsylvania — twenty-six  for  McClellan. 

Delaware — two  for  Thomas  II.  Seymour. 

Maryland — seven  for  Thomas  11.  Seymour. 

Kentucky — eleven  for  McClellan. 

Ohio— fifteen  for  McClellan,  six  for  Thomas  II.  Seymour. 

Indiana — nine  and  a  half  for  McClellan,  and  three  and  a 
half  for  Thomas  II.  Seymour. 

Illinois — sixteen  for  McClellan. 

Michigan — eight  for  McClellan. 

Missouri— seven  for  McClellan,  four  for  Thomas  H.  Sey- 
mour. 

Minnesota — four  for  McClellan. 

Wisconsin — eight  for  McClellan. 
i  Iowa— eight  for  McClellan. 

Kmsas— three  for  McClellan. 

C.nlifornia — five  for  McClellan. 

Oregon — three  for  McClellan. 

Mr.  Vallaudigham  moved  that  the  nomination  of  George 
B.  McClellan  be  made  the  unanimous  sense  of  the  Conven- 
tion, which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  McKeon. 

Governor  Powell  briefly  addressed  the  Convention,  pledg- 
ing his  most  earnest  efforts  fir  the  success  of  the  ticket. 

Judge  Allen,  of  Ohio,  and  others,  made  liricf  speeches, 
and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  makingtlie  nomination 
unanimous,  which  was  declared  carried  amid  deafening 
applause. 

Mr.  'Wicklifre  offered  a  resolution  to  the  eflfect  that  Ken- 
tucky cxprcts  the  first  act  of  McClellan,  when  inaugurated 
iu  March  next,  will  be  to  open  Abraham  Lincoln's  prison 
doors  and  let  the  captives  free. 


The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  vote  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

The  first  ballot  resulted  as  follows : 

James  Guthrie,  65Jz^;  George  II.  Pendleton,  55J^;  Daniel 
W.  Voorhees,  13;  George  W.  Cass,  26;  Augustus  C.  Dodge, 
9;  J.  H.  Caton,16;  L.  W. Powell, 32j2;  John  S.  Phelps, 8 : 
blank,  14. 

On  the  second  ballot  New  York  throw  its  whole  vote  for 
Mr.  Pendleton,  its  chairman  stating  that  its  former  vote  for 
Guthrie  was  against  his  wishes.  The  other  candidates  were 
then  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  was  unan- 
imously nominated,  who  then  toolc  the  stand,  and  said : 

Mr.  Presu)Ent,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  :  I 
have  received  with  profound  sensibility  this  mark  of  the 
confidence  and  kindness  of  the  Democracy  of  the  United 
States.  I  can  say  no  more  tlian  this  now.  You  will  con- 
sider said  all  that  is  proper  for  me  to  say  upon  an  occasion 
of  this  kind.  I  can  only  promise,  in  future,  to  endeavor, 
with  the  same  fidelity  that  1  have  tried  to  exercise  in  the 
past — in  entire  devotion  to  those  princiiJies  which  lie  ^  the 
very  foundation  of  our  government,  and  which  are  the 
basis  of  the  Federal  Constitution  and  of  the  rights  of  the 
States  and  of  the  liberties  of  the  individual  citizens — [im- 
mense applause] — shall  endeavor  to  be  faithful  to  those 
principles  which  lie  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  organization 
of  the  democratic  party.  And  I  hope,  aye,  my  friends,  ani- 
mated with  the  fervent  hope  that  if,  by  the  selection  of  pro- 
per men,  we  can  give  a  true  and  faithful  application  to 
those  principles,  we  will  again  build  up  the  shattered  fabric 
of  our  government  smd  hand  it  to  the  next  generation  as 
we  received  it  from  the  past — the  most  beautiful  structure 
of  government  which  the  world  has  ever  seen.  I  again 
tender  to  you,  gentlemen,  my  grateful  acknowledgments 
for  the  compliment  you  liave  done  me,  and  leave  the  floor. 
[Loud  and  long-continued  cheers.] 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Convention, 
with  nine  cheers  for  the  ticket,  the  Convention  adjourned, 
suliject  to  the  call  of  the  National  Committee,  in  pursuance 
of  this  action,  taken  early  in  the  session: 

Mr.  AVieklitfe  said  the  delegates  from  the  West  were  of 
th«  opinion  that  circumstances  may  occur  between  now 
and  the  4th  of  March  next  which  will  make  it  inoper  for  the 
Democracy  of  the  country  to  meet  in  convention  again,  and 
he  therefore  moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

Re-iolvcd,  That  the  Convention  shall  not  be  dissolved  by 
adjournment  at  the  close  of  its  business,  but  shall  remain 
as  organized,  subject  to  be  called  at  any  time  and  place 
that  the  Executive  National  Committee  shall  designate. 


Gen.  McClellan's  Acceptance. 

LETTEE  ANNOUNCING  THE  NOMINATION. 

New  Yoek,  Sept.  8,  IS&l. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan  : 

Sir:  The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  Committee  by 
the  National  Democratic  Convention,  which  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  29th  of  August,  to  advise  you  of  your  unanimous 
nomination  by  that  body  as  the  candidate  of  the  Demi> 
cratic  party  for  President  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to 
present  to  you  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of 
the  Convention. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  perform  this  duty,  and  to 
act  as  the  representatives  of  that  Convention  whose  delib- 
erations were  witnessed  by  a  vast  assembl.age  of  citizens, 
who  attended  and  watched  its  proceedings  with  intense  in- 
terest. Be  assured  that  those  for  whom  we  speak  were  ani- 
mated w^ith  the  most  earne.'it,  devoted  and  prayerful  desire 
for  the  solvation  of  the  American  Union,  and  preservation 
of  the  Constitution  of.  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  ac- 
complishment of  these  objects  was  the  guiding  and  impel- 
lin,g  motive  in  every  mind. 

And  we  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  their  purpose  to 
maintain  the  Union  is  manifested  in  their  selection,  as  their 
cantUdate,  of  one  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  its  cause; 
while  it  is  their  earnest  hope  and  confident  belief  that  your 
election  will  restore  to  our  country  Union.  Peace,  and  Con- 
stitutional Liberty. 

Wo  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servants, 

Horatio  Seymour,  Ckairman. 

John  Bigler,  of  California. 

Alfred  P.  Edgerton,  of  Indiana. 

Isaac  Lawrence,  of  Rhode  Island. 

John  Jlerritt,  of  Dehiware. 

IlngliMcCurdy,  of  Michigan. 

Joseph  E   Smith,  of  Maine. 

John  Cain,  of  Vermont. 

Benjamin  Stark,  of  Oregon. 

John  W.  Douglas,  of  Illinois* 

Charles  Ne^rus,  of  Iowa. 

John  D.  Stiles,  of  Pi'nnsylv.inia. 

Wilson  Shannon,  of  Kansas. 
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George  H.  Carman,  of  Maryland. 

J.  G.  Abbott,  of  Massachusetts. 

C.  H.  Berry,  of  Minnesota. 

James  Outhrie,  of  Kentucky. 

Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky. 

C.  G.  W.  Harrington,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Geo.  W.  Morgan,  of  Ohio. 

Alfred  E.  Burr,  of  Connecticut. 

Theodore  Runyon,  of  New  Jersey. 

Weston  F.  Birch,  of  Missouri. 

John  A.Green,  Jr.,  of  New  York, 

W.  T.  Galloway,  of  Wisconsin. 

LETTEE  ACCEPTING  THE    NOMINATION. 

Orange,  N.  J.,  September  8, 1S54. 

Gen'tlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  informing  me  of  my  nomination,  by  the 
Denjpcratic  National  Convention  recently  assembled  at 
Chicago,  .ns  their  candidate  at  the  next  election  for  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

It  Is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  to  you  that  this  nomina- 
tion comes  to  me  unsought.  I  am  happy  to  know  that  when 
the  nomination  was  made,  the  record  of  my  public  lifo  was 
kept  in  view. 

The  effect  of  long  and  varied  service  in  the  army  during 
war  and  peace,  has  been  to  strengthen  and  make  indelible 
in  my  mind  and  heart  the  love  and  reverence  for  the  Union, 
Constitution,  laws,  and  flag  of  our  country  impressed 
upon  me  in  early  youth.  These  feelings  have  thus  far 
guided  the  course  of  my  life,  and  must  continue  to  do  so  to 
its  end. 

The  existence  of  more  than  one  government  over  the  re- 
gion which  once  owned  our  flag  is  incompatible  with  the 
peace,  the  power,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people. 

The  preservation  of  our  Union  was  the  sole  avowed  ob- 
ject for  which  the  war  was  commenced.  It  should  liavo 
been  conducted  for  that  object  only,  and  in  accordance 
with  those  principles  which  I  took  occasion  to  declare  when 
in  active  service. 

Thus  conducted,  the  work  of  reconciliation  would  have 
been  easy,  and  we  might  have  reaped  the  benefits  of  our 
many  victories  on  land  and  sea. 

Tlie  Union  was  originally  formed  by  the  exercise  of  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  and  compromise.  To  restore  and  pre- 
serve it  the  same  spirit  must  prevail  in  our  council.s  and  in 
the  hearts  of  the  jjenple.  The  re-establishment  of  the 
Union  in  all  its  integrity  is  and  must  continue  to  be  the  in- 
dispensable condition  in  any  settlement.  So  soon  as  it  is 
clear,  or  even  probable,  that  our  present  adversaries  are 
ready  lor  peace,  upontiie  ba*is  of  the  Union,  we  should  ex- 
haust all  the  resources  of  statesmanship  practiced  by  civil- 
izeil  nations  and  taught  by  the  traditions  of  the  American 
people,  consistent  with  the  honorand  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, to  secure  such  peace,  re-establish  the  Union,  and  guar- 
antee .tor  the  future  the  constitutional  rights  of  every 
State.  The  Union  is  the  one  condition  of  peace — we  ask  no 
more. 

Let  me  add,  what  I  doubt  not  was,  although  unexpressed, 
the  sentiment  of  the  Convention,  as  it  is  of  the  people  they 
represent,  tliat  when  any  one  State  is  willing  to  return  to 
the  Union,  it  should  be  received  at  once,  with  a  full  guaran- 
ty of  all  its  constitutional  rights. 

If  a  frank,  earnest,  and  persistent  effort  to  obtain  these 
objects  should  fail,  the  responsibility  for  ulterior  conse- 
quences will  fall  upon  those  who  remain  in  arms  against 
the  Union.   But  the  Union  must  be  preserved  atall  hazards. 

I  could  nut  look  in  the  face  of  my  gallant  conn-ades  of  the 
army  and  navy,  who  have  survived  so  many  bloody  battles, 
and  tell  them  that  their  labors  and  the  sacrifice  of  so  many 
of  our  slain  and  wounded  brethren  had  been  in  vain  ;  that 
we  had  abandoned  tliat  Union  for  whicti  we  have  so  often 
periled  our  lives.  A  vast  majority  of  our  people,  whether 
in  the  army  and  navy  or  at  home,  would,  as  I  would,  hail 
with  unbounded  joy  the  permanent  restoration  of  peace,  on 
the  basis  of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution,  without  the 
effusion  of  another  drop  of  blood.  But  no  peace  can  be 
permanent  without  Union. 

As  to  the  other  subjects  presente<l  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  Convention,  I  need  only  say  that  I  should  seek  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  framed  in 
accordance  therewith,  the  rule  of  my  duty  and  the  limita- 
tions of  executive  power;  endeavor  to  restore  economy  in 
public  expenditure,  re-establish  the  supremacy  of  law, 
and,  by  the  operation  of  a  more  vigorous  nationality,  re- 
sume our  commanding  position  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth. 

The  condition  of  our  finances,  the  depreciation  of  the  pa- 
per money,  and  the  Vuirdeus  thereby  imposed  on  labor  and 
capital,  sliow  the  necessity  of  a  return  to  a  sound  tin;incial 
system ;  whUst  the  rights  of  citizens  and  the  rights  of  States, 
and  the  biudmgauthority  of  law  over  President,  army,  and 
people,  are  subjects  of  not  less  vital  importance  in  war  than 
iu  peace,  iielieving  that  the  views  here  expressedare  those 


of  the  Convention  and  the  people  you  represent,  I  accept 
the  nomination.*  _ 

I  realize  the  weight  of  the  responsibility  to  be  borne, 
should  the  people  ratify  your  choice.  Conscious  of  my  own 
weakness,  I  can  only  seek  fervently  the  guidance  of  the 
Ruler  of  the  Universe,  and  relying  on  His  all-powerful  aid, 
do  my  best  to  restore  union  and  peace  to  a  suffering  peo- 
ple, and  to  establish  and  guard  their  liberties  aud  rights. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  B.  McCLELLAN. 

Hon.  Horatio  Seymour  and  others,  Committee. 

LETTER    OF    GENERAL    M'CLELLAN. 

Orange,  October  13,  IS&i. 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  In  consequence  of  an  alisence  of  several 
days  from  home,  your  letter  of  the  8th  did  not  meet  my  eye 
until  to-day. 

I  accept  with  pride  the  honorary  membership  of  the  Le- 
gion you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  call  by  my  name.  No 
greater  compliment  could  have  been  paid  to  me  than  this 
association  of  my  name  with  a  society  composed  of  my  com- 
rades in  the  present  war.  My  love  and  gratitude  for  theni 
have  remained  unchanged  during  our  long  separation,  and 
I  have  watched  with  the  most  intense  interest  their  noble 
and  persistent  gallantry  in  the  many  battles  they  have 
fought  under  the  commanders  who  have  succeeded  me  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  You  and  they  may  rest  satisfied 
that  I  remain  the  same  man  that  I  was  when  I  had  the 
honor  to  command  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  that  I 
shall  never  willingly  disappoint  their  confidence. 

With  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  compliment  you  have 
paid  mc,  and  my  earnest  wishes  fur  the  prosperity  of  my 
former  comrades,  and  of  our  country,  I  am,  very  respectfully 
and  truly,  your  friend,  GEORGE  B.  McCLELLAN. 

Speeches  and  Letters  of  Mr.  Pendle- 
ton. 

HIS   SPEECH  AT  DAYTON. 

[From  tlie  Dayton  ( OJdo)  Empire,  Sept.  17.] 

Wo  had  last  night  another  of  those  magnificent  demon- 
strations, now  so  common  everywhere,  showing  conclu- 
sively with  what  force  the  tide  of  public  sentiment  is  mov- 
ing against  Abraham  Lincoln  and  in  favor  of  the  Democ- 
racy. Mr.  Pendleton  came  to  the  city  yesterday  evening  af- 
ter the  Empire  had  gone  to  press,  and  consequently  too 
late  to  make  any  notice  of  his  arrival.  Nevertheless,  the 
news  spread  rapidly,  a  band  was  engaged,  and  a  serenade 
appointed  at  eight  o'clock.  As  Mr.  Pendleton  was  tho 
guest  of  Mr.  Vallaudigham,  acrowd  soon  began  to  assemble 
iu  front  of  Mr.  Vallandigliam"s  residence,  which  was  aug- 
mented to  thousands  by  the  arrival  of  an  immense  proces- 
sion, headed  by  the  band. 

Mr.  Pendleton  being  loudly  called,  came  forward  and 
spoke  as  follows: 

"  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :  I  thank  you  for  this  very  flat- 
tering compliment;  I  thank  yuu  fur  this  manifostatiun  of 
the  hospitality  of  Dayton,  which  has  become  proverbial 
throughout  the  United  States. 

"  At  fiur  o'clock  this  afternoon  I  did  not  expect  to  be 
here  this  evening.  I  came  unexpectedly,  on  purely  per- 
sonal business,  disconnected  with  public  affairs.  Iliad  no 
idea  of  seeing  any  number  of  my  fellow-citizens  or  discuss- 
ing political  questions. 

"This  immense  concourse  thus  suddenly  convened  fills 
me  with  renewed  hojte — it  gives  me  confidence  that  soon 
again  you  will  be  called  together,  not  as  now  to  commence 
a  vigorous  contest,  but  to  rejoice  over  its  result,  to  rejoice 
that  the  powers  of  the  Government  will  again  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Democratic  I  arty,  whose  beneficent  princi- 
ples, recently  solemnly  announced  in  national  convention, 
wili  bring  us  peace,  maintain  the  rights  of  the  States,  re- 
invigorate  the  Union,  and,  with  peace  and  union,  will  se- 
cure us  the  blessings  of  personal  liberty,  material  prosper- 
ity, and  national  power.  But  1  will  not  repay  your  kind- 
ness by  detaining  you  with  a  speech;  I  intended  only  to 
thank  you  tor  the  honor  you  have  done  me,  and  now  I  beg 
leave  to  wish  you  good  night." 

Mr.  Vallandigham  was  next  called,  and  responded  in  a 


*Mr.  Vallandigham,  in  a  public  speech  at  Sidney,  Ohio, 
September  'li,  tlius  alludes  to  the  Chicago  platform  : 

•'  I  claim,  as  the  member  from  Ohio  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  in  that  Convention,  to  have  official  personal 
knowledge  that  he  (Gen.  McClellan)  is  mistaken.  The  two 
principal  points  in  that  letter  of  acceptance  to  which  I  ob- 
ject were  brought  before  the  committee.  The  one  contain- 
ing the  threat  of  future  war  was  unanimously  rejected. 
The  other  to  the  effect  that,  until  the  States  and  people  of 
the  South  had  returned  to  the  Union,  we  would  not  exhaust 
these  'arts  of  statesmanship,'  as  they  are  called,  received 
but  three  votes  in  that  cuininittee,  though  presented  almost 
in  the  very  words  of  the  letter  itself." 
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masterly  speech  of  half  an  hour,  which  was  repeatedly  in- 
teiruptud  by  cheers.  He  spoke  iu  defence  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  of  State  rights  and  peace,  and  in  support 
of  tlie  Cliicago  platform.  The  Democratic  party  was  a  State 
rights  party — a  constitutional  party — a  Union  party — and 
just  now  a  peace  party.  It  w;i8  his  party,  and  its  candidates 
were  his  candidates.  It  bore  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant ;  it 
carried  the  fortunes  of  the  Republic,  and  in  its  success  lay 
the  only  hope  of  the  Republic.  The  Chicago  platform  enun- 
ciated its  ijoliey  and  principles  by  autliurity,  and  was 
binding  upon  every  Democrat,  and  by  them  the  democratic 
administration  must  and  should  be  governed.  It  was  the 
only  authorized  exposition  of  the  Democratic  creed,  and  he 
repudiated  all  others.  The  unity  and  harmony  of  the  party 
were  essential  to  success,  and  without  success  in  November 
the  country  was  lost.  In  conclusion,  he  declared  his  pur- 
pose to  vote  for  the  nominees  of  the  Chicago  Convention  as 
the  only  hope  of  securing  the  defeat  of  Lincoln,  and  the 
rescue  of  the  republic. 

HIS    SPEECH    IN    NEW    YORK. 

Mr.  Pendleton  was  serenaded  on  Monday 
night,  October  24,  at  the  New  Yopk  Hotel,  by 
the  McClellan  Legion,  an  association  composed 
of  former  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
An  audience  of  several  thousand  persons  having 
assembled,  Mr.  Pendleton  was  introduced  by 
Hon.  John  Van  Buren,  when  he  said: 

I  thank  you  for  this  manifestation  of  your  kind  feeling 
toward  myself.  I  am  the  nn)re  grateful  for  it  as  it  comes 
from  men  who  have  stood  iu  the  forefront  of  danger,  and 
periled  their  lives  for  their  country.  [Loud  cheers  ]  I 
accept  it  as  an  evidence  of  your  confidence  in  and  of  your 
sympathy  witli  my  devotion  to  the  Union  and  the  Consti- 
tution.   ["  Three  cheers  for  George  II.  Pendleton."] 

I  have  rarely  found  it  necessary  to  reply  to  any  personal 
attack.  A  friend  has  just  handed  mo  a  pamphlet,  which 
he  tells  mo  has  extensive  circulation  both  here  and  in  the 
army.  It  professes  to  be  a  record  of  my  speeches  and  votes 
iu  Congress,  and  to  prove  from  them  my  hostility  to  the 
Republic.  It  professes  to  be  published  by  the  "  Union  Con- 
gressional Committee,"  and  to  be  compiled  from  the  Con- 
gressional Globe,  to  which  it  appeals  for  its  entire  accuracy. 
On  the  seventh  page  of  that  pamphlet  I  am  charged  with 
having  voted  against  certain  resolutions  on  the  7th  July, 
18&4.  Now,  if  any  of  you  gentlemen  will  examine  the 
Globe,  or  the  file  of  any  daily  newspaper  of  your  city,  or 
will  even  tax  his  recollection,  he  will  find  that  Congress 
adjourned  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1864.  [Great  laughter.] 
From  this  specimen  of  fraud  and  forgery  I  leave  you  to 
judge  of  the  credibility  of  the  whole  fabrication. 

I  was  boin  in  Ohio ;  I  have  lived  all  my  lile  in  the  North- 
west ;  I  know  the  sentiment  of  the  people ;  I  sympathize 
entirely  with  it.  Thay  are  attached  by  every  tie  of  affec- 
tion and  interest  to  this  Union.    [Loud  cheering.] 

Unlike  New  York,  they  have  never  known  another  Gov- 
ernment. They  never  e.\isted  as  a  political  community 
before  this  Government  was  formed,  and  their  hearts  cling 
to  this  Government  with  indesciibable  tenacity.  [Great 
applause.]  Unlike  you,  they  are  inland  people,  chiefly  de- 
voted to  agrieultm-e.  As  an  integral  and  controlling  por- 
tion of  tha  Union,  they  have  prestige  and  power;  they  fear 
from  disunion  isolation  from  the  world  ami  the  loss  of  that 
prestige  and  power.  [Cheers.]  Theiriuterest  i-equu-es  that 
they  should  have  speedy  and  easy  coiumunication  with  the 
ocean,  and  this  they  intend  to  have  both  by  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  the  i  ity  of  New  York,  by  conciliation  and  in 
peace  if  they  can,  by  all  the  force  and  power  which  a  teem- 
ing population  and  a  fruitful  soil  give  them  if  they  must. 
[Loud  cheers.]  They  believe  that  the  first  stejj  towards 
maintaining  the  Union  is  the  election  of  General  McClel- 
lan. [Great  cheering.]  They  believe  that  the  restoration 
of  the  Democratic  party  to  power  will  produce  Union. 
[Cheers.]  They  believe  the  policy  of  this  Administration 
toward  both  the  Southern  and  Northern  States  is  fatal  to 
the  Union.  ["  That's  so."]  General  McClellan,  in  his  Har- 
rison-Landing letter,  said :  "  Neither  confiscation  of  prop- 
erty, nor  political  executions  of  persons,  nor  territorial  or- 
ganization of  States,  nor  forcible  abolition  of  slavery, 
should  be  for  one  moment  thought  of."    [Cheers.] 

In  his  letter  of  acceptance  he  said:  "The  Union  was 
originally  formed  by  the  exercise  of  a  spirit  of  conciliation 
and  compromise.  To  restore  and  preserve  it,  a  like  spirit 
must  prevail  in  the  councils  of  the  country  and  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people."     [Cheers.] 

Th(^  Democratic  party  is  pledged  to  an  unswer\ing  fidel- 
ity to  the  Union  under  the  Constitution.  [Cheers.]  It  is 
pledged  to  "  the  restoration  of  peace  on  the  basis  of  the 
Federal  Union  of  the  States."     [Loud  ;ipplause.] 

We  believe,  nay,  we  know,  that  if  this  party  shall  be  re- 


stored to  power,  if  this  policy  shall  prevail,  the  Union  shall 
be  restored.  State  after  State  will  return  to  us,  and  the 
echoes  of  our  rejoicing  will  come  down  to  us  from  the 
vaults  of  Heaven  itself,  in  token  that  Deity  ajjproves  that 
statesmanship  which  tempers  all  its  policy  vrith  moderation 
and  justice  and  conciliation.     [Cheers.] 

When  ne.Kt  I  meet  you  I  hope  we  may  have  already  en- 
tered on  that  work.  Again,  gentlemen,  I  thank  you  for 
your  attention,  and  wish  you  good  night.  [Loud  and  long 
cheers  followed  the  speech.] 

HIS    LETTERS. 

The  following  was  written  to  a  Democratic 
meeting  in  Missouri : 

Cincinnati,  September  28, 1864. 

Gentlemen  :  I  regi'et  much  that  it  will  be  out  of  my 
power  to  attend  the  mass  meeting  which  you  propose  to 
hold  on  the  Cth  proximo.  The  cordial  terms  of  your  invi- 
tation, the  evidences  of  Idndness  which  I  have  received  at 
the  hands  of  Ihoso  whom  you  represent, and  my  own  desire 
to  catch  an  in.-^piration  of  your  f.uth  and  courage  and  zeal 
for  the  interests  of  our  country,  combine  to  make  me  regret 
the  necessity  to  decline  your  invitation. 

I  promised  to  be  with  you,  but  when  I  made  the  pi'omise 
I  expected  to  bo  zealous  and  active,  in  season  and  out  of 
season,  urging,  by  every  consideration  which  appeals  to 
patriots,  the  utmost  exertion  to  secui'e  the  success  of  the 
nominees  at  Clucago. 

Your  kindness  has  put  mo  in  a  position  ^^here  delicacy 
forbids  such  efforts.  I  could  only  say — what  1  have  often 
before  said — that  if  success  crowns  the  work  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  every  aspu'ation  of  my  heart  would  be  gratified 
by,  as  every  effort  of  my  lile  would  be  directed  to,  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Union,  the  maintenance  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  securing  of  all  their  rights  to  the  States,  and 
of  all  their  liberties  to  the  people.    Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  U.  PliNDLETON. 

CiN'CiNNATi,  October  17, 1864, 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  yoiu-  friendly  letter.  Ma- 
lignant misrepresentations  and  falsehoods  are  so  frequent 
in  our  political  struggles,  that  I  have  rarely  undertaken  to 
correct  or  refute  them. 

I  make  no  professions  of  a  new  faith,  and  only  repeat  my 
reiterated  professions  of  an  old  one,  when  I  say  that  there 
is  no  one  who  cherishes  a  greater  regard  for  the  Union, 
who  has  a  higher  sense  of  its  inestimable  benefits,  who 
would  move  earnestly  labor  for  its  restoration  by  all  means 
wliich  will  effect  that  end  than  myself. 

The  Union  is  the  guarantee  of  the  peace,  the  power,  th» 
prosperity  of  this  people,  and  no  man  would  deprecate 
more  heartily,  or  oppose  more  persistently,  the  establish- 
ment of  another  Government  over  any  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory within  its  limits. 

I  am  iu  favor  of  exacting  no  conditions,  insisting  upon  no 
terms  not  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  and  I  am  opposed 
to  any  coux'se  of  policy  which  will  defeat  the  re-eslablish- 
ment  of  the  Government  upon  its  old  foundation,  and  in  its 
ten'itorial  integrity. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

GEORGE  U.  PENDLETON. 

Hon.  John  B.  Haskin,  New  York. 

Cincinnati,  October  18, 1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter.  In  the  very 
beginning  of  this  war,  in  the  first  days  of  the  extra  session 
of  1801,  I  said,  in  my  place  in  Congress,  that  I  would  vote 
for  all  measures  necessary  to  enable  the  Government  to 
maintain  its  honor  and  dignity,  and  prevent  disaster  to  its 
flag.  I  have  done  so.  I  thought  that  by  the  adoption  of 
such  measures  the  faith  of  the  Government  was  pledged  to 
the  troops  in  the  field,  and  must  not  Ije  forfeited  by  inad- 
equate supplies.  I  never  gave  a  vote  which  was  incompa,t- 
ible  with  this  sentiment. 

All  appropriations,  pure  and  simple,  for  the  support  and 
efiiciency  of  the  army  and  navy,  had  my  cordial  concur- 
rence. It  was  only  when  they  were  connected  with  other 
and  improper  appropriations;  when  by  reiison  of  their  pop- 
ularity they  were  loaded  down  with  fraudulent  items  for 
the  benefit  of  contractors  or  speculators,  and  every  attempt 
to  separate  them  failed;  when  they  were  made  a  stalking- 
horse  for  some  Abolition  scheme,  that  I  was  constrained  re- 
luctiintly  to  vote  against  the  whole  bill. 

But  I  repeat,  that  I  voted  against  no  bill  which  was  con* 
fined  simply  to  the  object  of  supplies  for  the  army  and  the 
navy. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  H.  PENDLETON. 

Hon.  C.  L.  Ward,  Philadelphia. 
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MB.    VALLANDIGHAM'S    IBTTER    ON     THE     CHICAGO 
PLATFORM,  AC. 
Sherman  House,  Chicago,  October  22. 
To  th«  Editor  of  the  New  York  News  : 

In  the  World  of  the  20th  I  observed  an  article  coj^iod 
from  the  Albany  Argus,  relating  to  Judge  Advocate  Holt's 
"Great  Copperhead  Couspiracy,"  and  which  contains  the 
following: 

"  Mr.  Vallandigham  was  in  a  miserable  minority  in  the 
Chicago  Convention.  He  sought  to  be  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions,  and  was  beaten  two  to  one.  He 
led  the  opposition  to  McClellun,  and  after  his  letter  of  ac- 
ceptance threw  up  his  engagements  to  speak." 

Now  I  have  relraiued  in  every  speech,  except  the  first — 
and  I  have  made  many  in  support  of  the  Democratic  can- 
didates for  President  and  Vice  President — from  any  allusion 
to  the  private  history  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  and  did 
not  propose  to  refer  to  it  further  till  after  the  election. 
But  I  do  not  choose  to  suffer  the  foregoing  to  pass  unno- 
ticed even  now.  It  would  be  difficult  to  compress  more 
misrepresentation,  in  a  small  way,  within  the  same  com- 
pass. 

1.  Mr.  Vallandigham  was  not  "  in  a  miserable  minority 
at  the  Chicago  Convention,"  and  no  one  knows  it  better 
than  the  man  Cassidy,  who  wrote,  and  Marble  who  endorses 
the  statement.  I'he  latter  I  band  over  to  ex-Mayor  Op- 
dyke  for  judgment. 

2.  Mr.  Vallandigham  was  not  "  beaten  two  to  one "  for 
the  Chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
Through  the  artifices  of  Cassidj-,  Tilden,  and  other  New 
York  politicians,  Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  received 
twelve  votes  to  his  eight  for  that  post ;  but  Mr.  Guthrig 
was  himself  afterwards  emphatically  repudiated  by  the 
Convention  when  presented  by  "  the  ring"  as  their  candi- 
date for  the  Vice  Presidency.  Mi".  Vallandigham  wrote  the 
second,  the  material  resolution  of  the  Chicago  platform, 
and  carried  it  through  the  sub-Committee  and  the  General 
Committee,  in  spite  of  the  most  desperate,  persistent  oppo- 
sition on  the  part  of  Cassidy  and  his  friends,  Mr.  Cassidy 
himself  in  an  adjoining  room  laboring  to  defeat  it.  But  the 
various  substitutes  never  at  any  time  received  more  than 
three  votes. 

3.  Mr.  Vallandigham  did  not  "  lead  the  opposition  to  Mc- 
Clellan,"  but  confined  his  efforts  almost  exclusively  to  the 
question  of  platlbrm.  He  did,  indeed,  vote  against  General 
McClellan  on  tlie  first,  but  for  him  on  the  revised  ballot, 
and  moved  that  the  nomination  be  made  unanimous ; 
whereupon  Cassidy  threw  up  bis  hat  and  shouted,  and  he 
and  all  his  fellows  proclaimed  Vallandigham  a  very  proper 
man. 

4.  As  to  engagements  to  speak  in  support  of  the  Demo- 
cratic candidates,  Mr.  Vallandigham  has  fulfilled  as  many 
a.s  any  Democratic  speaker  in  any  State,  and  is  now  here,  in 
Illinois,  on  the  same  errand;  and,  without  immodesty,  ho 
may  say  that  he  has  accomplished  quite  as  much  of  good 
for  the  cause  as  Cassidy  and  his  Argus.  The  people  lack 
"confidence"  in  Cassidy. 

6.  The  secret  of  this  and  similar  assaults  on  the  part  of  a 
certain  class  of  New  York  politicians  is,  that  they  cannot 
"  use  "  Mr.  Vallaniligham.  Of  one  thing  further  let  them 
be  assured — neither  can  they  kill  Jam. 

6.  As  to  the  charge  of  "  conspiracy "  set  forth  in  Judge 
Advocate  Holt's  pamphlet,  and  the  eleven  specifications 
Bummed  np  by  Mr.  Horace  Greeley,  I  have  only  to  say  that, 
80  far  as  I  am  concerned,  they  are  absolute  falsehoods  antl 
fabrications  from  beginning  to  end.  They  are  false  in  the 
aggregate  and  false  in  detail.  More  than  that,  they  are  as 
preposterous  and  ridiculous  as  they  are  without  foundation  ; 
and  all  this  Mr.  Judge  Advocate  Holt,  Mary  Ann  Pitman, 
and  Mr.  Horace  Greeley  very  well  know. 

C.  L.  VALLANDIGHAM. 


Mass   Convention  of  Conservative 
National  Union  Men. 

CmCAGO,  August  27,  Midnight. — A  mass  Convention  of 
the  conservative  National  Union  men  was  hebl  this  after- 
noon, and  was  largely  attended.  The  Convention  met  in 
Bryan  Hall. 

lion.  Amos  Kendall  was  elected  President,  and  a  list  of 
Vice  Presidents  was  adopted,  among  whom  were  represent- 
atives from  all  the  States,  North  and  South,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  or  four. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  denouncing  the  policy  of  the 
Administration  as  calculated  to  impel  both  sections  of  the 
country  to  interminable  warfare;  proclaiming  a  determina- 
tion to  maintain  the  Union  and  the  Constitution ;  declaring 
that  thn  only  solution  of  the  existing  troubles  is  in  the  unre- 
strained exorcise  of  the  elective  franchise  and  displacement 
of  the  present  Administration;  declaring  that  the  declara- 


tion of  the  Souihern  leaders  aa  well  as  Mr.  Lincoln's  ulti- 
matum are  alike  impracticable,  and  favoring  the  earliest 
peace  attainable  on  the  basis  of  the  Constitution  and 
Union. 

Among  the  speakers  were  Coombs,  of  Kentucky :  Perrin, 
of  New  York;  Governor  Wells,  of  California,  and  Heed,  of 
Kentucky. 


Additional    Addresses    and    Papers 
from  President  Lincoln. 

HIS  SPEECH  TO  THE  148tH  OHIO  REGIMENT. 

Soldiers  op  the  148th  Ohio  :  I  am  most  happy  to  meet 
you  on  this  occasion.  I  understand  that  it  has  been  your 
honorable  privilege  to  stand,  for  a  brief  period,  in  the  de- 
fence of  your  country,  and  that  now  you  are  on  your  way 
to  your  homes.  I  congratulate  you,  and  those  who  are 
waiting  to  bid  you  welcome  home  from  the  war ;  and  per- 
mit me  in  the  name  of  the  people  to  thank  you  for  the  part 
you  have  taken  in  this  struggle  for  the  life  of  the  nation. 
You  are  soldiers  of  tlio  Republic,  everywhere  honored  and 
respected.  Whenever  I  appear  before  a  body  of  soldiers,  I 
feel  tempted  to  talk  to  them  of  the  nature  of  the  struggle 
in  which  we  are  engaged.  I  look  upon  it  as  an  attempt  on 
the  one  hand  to  overwhelm  and  ilestroy  the  national  exist- 
ence, while  on  our  p;u't  we  are  striving  to  maintain  the 
Government  and  institutions  of  our  fathers,  to  enjoy  them 
ourselves,  and  transmit  them  to  our  children  and  our 
children's  children  forever. 

To  do  this  the  Constitutional  Administration  of  our  Gov- 
ernment must  be  sustained,  and  I  beg  of  you  not  to  allow 
yom'  minus  or  your  hearts  to  be  diverted  from  the  support 
of  all  necessary  measures  for  that  purpose,  by  any  miserable 
picayune  arguments  addressed  to  your  pockets,  or  inflam- 
matory appeal  made  to  your  passions  and  your  prejuchces. 

It  is  vain  and  foolish  to  arraign  this  man  or  that  for  the 
part  he  has  taken  or  has  not  taken,  and  to  bold  the  Gov- 
ei  nment  responsible  for  his  acts.  In  no  Administration 
can  there  be  perfect  equality  of  action  and  uniform  satis- 
faction rendered  by  all. 

But  this  Government  must  be  preserved  in  spite  of  the 
acts  of  any  man  or  set  of  men.  It  is  worthy  your  every 
efl'ort.  Nowhere  in  the  world  is  presentwd  a  Government 
of  so  much  liberty  and  equality.  To  the  humblest  and 
poorest  amongst  us  are  held  out  the  highest  privileges  and 
positions.  The  present  moment  finds  me  at  the  White 
House,  yet  there  is  as  good  a  chance  for  your  children  aa 
there  was  for  my  father's. 

Again  I  admonish  you  not  to  be  turned  from  your  stern 
purpose  of  defending  our  beloved  country  and  its  free  insti- 
tutions by  any  arguments  urged  by  ambitious  and  design- 
ing men,  but  staml  fast  to  the  Union  and  the  old  flag. 

Soldiers,  I  bid  you  God-speed  to  your  homes. 

.     TO   THE    164tH   OHIO. 

Soldiers:  You  are  about  to  return  to  your  homes  and 
your  friends,  after  having,  as  I  learn,  performed  in  camp  a 
comparatively  short  term  of  duty  in  this  great  contest.  I 
am  greatly  obliged  to  you  and  to  all  who  have  come  for- 
ward at  the  call  of  the  country. 

I  wish  it  might  be  more  generally  and  universally  under- 
stood what  the  country  is  now  engaged  in.  We  have,  as  all 
will  agree,  a  free  Government,  where  every  man  has  aright 
to  be  equal  with  every  other  man.  In  this  great  struggle, 
this  form  of  Government,  and  every  form  of  human  rights, 
is  endangered  if  our  enemies  succeed.  Thei-e  is  more  in- 
volved in  this  contest  than  is  realized  by  every  one.  There 
is  involved  in  this  struggle  the  question  whether  your 
children  and  my  children  shall  enjoy  the  privileges  we  have 
enjoyed. 

1  say  this  in  order  to  impress  upon  you,  if  you  are  not 
already  so  impressed,  that  no  small  matter  should  divert 
you  from  our  great  purpose.  There  may  be  some  inequali- 
ties in  the  practical  application  of  our  system.  It  is  fair 
that  each  man  shall  pay  taxes  in  exact  proportion  to  the 
valueof  his  property,  but  if  we  should  wait  before  collecting 
a  tax  to  adjust  the  taxes  upon  each  man  in  exact  propor- 
tion -with  every  other  man,  we  should  never  collect  any  tax 
at  all.  There  may  bo  mistakes  made.  Sometimes  things 
may  be  done  wrong,  while  the  officers  of  the  Government 
do  all  they  can  to  prevent  mistakes ;  but  I  beg  of  you  as 
citizens  of  this  great  republic,  not  to  let  your  minds  be 
carried  oft  from  the  great  work  we  have  before  us. 

The  struggle  is  too  large  for  you  to  be  diverted  from  it  by 
any  small  matter.  When  you  return  to  your  homes,  rise 
up  to  the  dignity  of  a  generation  of  men  worthy  of  a  free 
Government,  and  we  will  carry  out  the  work  we  have  com- 
menced. 

I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks,  soldiers,  for  the  honor 
you  have  done  me  this  afternoon.  * 
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HIS  LETTER  ON  THE  ADOPTION   OF  THE  NEW  CON- 
STITUTION   Or-   MARYLAND. 

EsECTJTiVE  Mansion,  Washington,  Oct.  10. 
Hon.  H.  W.  Hoffman  : 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  A  convention  of  Maryland  has  formed  a 
new  Constitution  for  the  State.  A  public  meeting  is  called 
for  this  evening,  at  Baltimore,  to  aid  in  securing  its  ratifi- 
cation by  the  people,  and  you  ask  a  word  from  me  on  the 
occiision.  I  presume  the  only  feature  of  the  instrument 
about  which  there  is  serious  controversy  is  that  which  pro- 
vides for  the  extinction  of  slavery. 

It  needs  not  to  be  a  secret,  and  I  presume  it  is  no  secret, 
that  I  wish  success  to  this  provision.  I  desire  it  on  every 
consideration.  I  wish  all  men  to  be  free.  I  wish  the  ma- 
terial prosperity  of  the  already  free,  which  I  feel  secure 
the  extinction  of  slavery  would  bring.  I  wish  to  see  in 
process  of  disappearing  that  only  thing  which  could  bring 
this  nation  to  civil  war. 

I  attempt  no  argument.  Argument  upon  the  question 
is  already  exhausted  by  the  abler,  better  informed  anjl  more 
immediately  interested  sons  of  Maryland  herself.  I  only 
add  that  I  shall  be  gratified  exceedingly  if  the  good  people 
of  the  State  shall  by  their  votes  ratify  the  new  Constitu- 
tion. Yours  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Oct.  19 — The  President  was  serenaded  at  the 
White  House  to-night,  and,  on  appearing  at  an 
upper  window,  spoke  as  follows  : 

I  am  notified  that  this  is  a  compliment  paid  me  by  the 
loyal  Marylandcrs  resident  in  this  District.  I  infer  that 
the  adoption  of  the  now  Constitution  for  the  State  furn- 
ishes the  occasion,  and  that,  in  your  view,  theK^xtirpation 
of  slavery  constitutes  the  chief  merit  of  the  new  Constitu- 
tion. 

Most  heartily  do  I  congratulate  you  and  Maryland,  and 
the  nation,  and  the  world  upon  the  event.  I  regret  that  it 
did  not  occnr  two  years  sooner,  wlueh,  I  am  sure,  would 
have  saved  to  the  nation  more  monej'  than  would  have  met 
all  the  private  loss  incident  to  the  measure.  But  it  has 
come  at  last,  and  I  sincerely  hope  its  friends  may  full}'  re- 
alize all  their  anticipations  of  good  from  it,  and  that  its 
opponents  may,  by  its  effects,  bo  agreeably  and  profitably 
disapiioint(  d. 

A  word  upon  another  subject.  Something  said  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  his  recent  speech  at  Auburn,  has 
been  construed  by  some  into  a  threat  that,  if  I  shall  be 
beaten  at  the  election,  I  will,  between  then  and  the  end  of 
my  constitutional  term,  do  what  I  may  be  able  to  ruin  the 
Government.  Others  regard  the  fact  that  the  Chicago  Con- 
vention adjourned  not  sine  die.,  but  to  meet  again,  if  called 
to  do  so  by  a  particular  individual,  as  the  intimation  of  a 
pvu-pose  that  if  their  nominee  shall  be  elected  he  will  at 
once  seize  the  control  of  the  Government.  I  hoije  the  good 
people  will  permit  themselves  to  suffer  no  uneasiness  on 
this  point. 

I  am  struggling  to  maintain  the  Government,  not  to 
overthrow  it.  I  am  struggling  espf  cially  to  prevent  others 
from  overthrowing  it.  X  therefore  say  that,  if  I  shall  live, 
I  bluiU  reUKiin  President  until  the  fourth  of  next  March, 
and  that  whoever  shall  be  constitutionally  elected  there- 
for, in  November,  shall  be  duly  installed  as  President  on 
the  fourth  of  March,  and  that,  in  the  interval,  I  shall  do 
my  utmost  that  whoever  is  to  hold  the  helm  for  the  next 
voyage  shall  start  with  the  best  possible  chance  to  save  the 
ship. 

This  is  due  to  the  people  both  on  principle  and  under  the 
Constitution.  Their  will,  constitutionally  expressed,  is  the 
nltimate  law  for  all.  If  they  should  deliberately  resolve  to 
have  immediate  peace,  even  at  the  loss  of  their  country 
and  their  liberties,  I  have  not  the  power  or  the  right  to  re- 
sist them.  It  is  their  own  business,  and  they  must  do  as 
they  ple.ise  with  their  own.  I  believe,  however,  they  are 
still  resolved  to  preserve  their  country  and  their  liberty ; 
and,  in  this  office  or  out,  I  am  resolved  to  stind  by  them. 

1  may  add,  that  in  this  purpose  to  save  the  country  and 
its  liberties  no  chisses  of  people  seem  so  nearly  unanimous 
Ha  thi'  soldiers  in  the  field  .111,1  seamen  afl(  at.  ♦  Do  they  not 
have  thi- har.lcsi  nf  it?  Who  should  quail  while  tlu-y  do 
not.'  Gid  lil<'ss  the  soldiers  and  seamen,  with  all  their 
brave  commanders. 

PRESIDENT  Lincoln's  interview  with  hon.  john 

T.   MILLS,  of  WISCONSIN. 

In  August,  the  President  had  an  interview 
with  Judge  Mills,  of  the  the  fifth  judicial  cir- 
cuit, Wisconsin,  the  political  features  of  which 


Judge  M.  thus  reports  in  a  letter  to  the  Grant 

county  (Wis  j  Herald: 

"  Mr.  President,"  said  Governor  Randall,  "why  can't  yott 
seek  seclusion, and  play  hermit  for  a  fortnight?  It  would 
reinvigorate  you." 

"Ah,"  said  the  President,  "  two  or  three  weeks  wonld  do 
me  no  good.  I  cannot  fly  from  my  thoughts — my  solicitude 
for  this  great  country  follows  me  wherever  I  go.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  personal  vanity  or  ambition,  though  I  am  not 
free  from  these  infirmities,  but  I  cannot  but  feel  that  the 
weal  or  woe  of  this  great  nation  will  be  decided  in  Novem- 
ber. There  is  no  programme  offered  by  any  wing  'jf  the 
Democratic  party  but  that  must  result  in  the  permanent 
destruction  of  the  Union." 

'•  But,  Mr.  President,  General  McClellan  is  in  favor  of 
crushing  out  this  rebellion  by  force.  Ho  will  be  the  Chi- 
cago candidate." 

"Sir,  the  slightest  knowledge  of  arithmetic  will  prove  to 
any  man  that  the  Rebel  armies  cannot  be  destroyed  by 
Democratic  strategy.  It  would  sacrifice  all  the  wliite  men 
of  the  North  to  do  it.  There  are  now  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  nearly  200,000  able-botUed  colored  men,  most 
of  them  under  arms,  defending  and  acquiring  Union  terri- 
tory. The  Democratic  strategy  demands  that  these  forces 
be  disbanded,  and  that  the  miisters  bo  conciliated  by  re- 
storing them  to  slavery.  The  black  men  who  now  assist 
Union  prisoners  to  escape  are  to  bo  converted  into  our  ene- 
mies, in  the  vain  hope  of  gaining  the  good  will  of  their 
masters.  We  shall  have  to  fight  two  nations  instead  of 
one. 

"  You  canrot  conciliate  the  South  if  you  guarantee  to 
them  ultimate  success ;  and  the  experience  of  the  present 
war  proves  their  success  is  inevitable  if  you  fling  the  com- 
pulsory laboi;of  millions  of  black  men  into  their  side  of 
the  scale.  Will  you  give  our  enemies  such  military  advan- 
tages as  insure  success,  and  then  depend  on  coaxing,  flat- 
tery and  concession  to  get  them  back  into  the  Union  1 
Abandon  all  the  posts  now  garrisoned  by  black  men,  take 
200,000  men  trom  our  side  and  put  them  in  the  battle-field 
or  corn-field  against  us,  and  we  would  be  compelled  to 
abandon  the  war  in  three  weeks. 

"  We  have  to  hold  territory  in  inclement  and  sickly 
places ;  where  are  the  Democrats  to  do  this  ?  It  was  a  free 
fight,  and  the  field  was  open  to  the  War  Democrats  to  put 
down  this  Ilebellion  by  fighting  against  both  ma.«ter  and 
slave,  long  before  the  present  policy  was  in;iugurated. 

"  There  have  been  men  base  enough  to  propose  to  me  to 
return  to  slavery  the  black  warriors  of  Port  Undsou  and 
Olustee,  and  thus  win  the  respect  of  the  masters  they 
fought.  Should  I  do  so,  I  should  deserve  to  be  damned  in 
time  and  eternity.  Come  what  will,  I  will  keep  my  faith 
with  friend  and  i'oe.  My  enemies  pretend  I  am  now  carry- 
ing on  this  war  for  the  solo  purpose  of  abolition.  So  long 
as  I  am  President,  it  shall  be  carried  on  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  restoring  the  Union.  But  no  human  power  can 
subdue  this  rebellion  without  the  use  of  the  emancipa/- 
tion  policy,  and  every  other  policy  calculated  to  weaken 
the  moral  and  physical  forces  of  the  rebellion. 

"  Freedom  has  given  us  200,000  men,  raised  on  Southern 
soil.  It  will  give  us  more  yet.  Just  so  much  it  has  sub- 
stracted  from  the  enemy,  and,  instead  of  alienating  the 
South,  there  are  now  evidences  of  a  fraternal  feeling  grow- 
ing up  between  our  men  and  the  rank  and  file  of  the  rebel 
soldiers.  Let  my  enemies  prove  to  the  country  that  the 
destruction  of  slavery  is  not  necessary  to  a  restoration  of 
the  Union.    I  will  abide  the  issue." 

PRESENTATION    TO  THE    PRESIDENT. 

Recently,  a  committee  of  loyal  colored  people  of  Balti- 
more formally  presented  to  the  President  an  imperial 
quarto  Bible,  tplendidly  bound,  costing  S580,  as  a  token  of 
their  respect  and  gratitude  to  him  for  his  active  part  in  the 
cause  of  emancipation.  They  s.ay  that  since  they  have 
been  incorporated  in  the  American  family  they  have  been 
true  and  loyal,  and  now  stand  ready  to  defend  the  country, 
and  that  tliey  are  prejiared  to  be  armed  and  trained  to  pro- 
tect and  defenl  the  star-spangled  banner. 

The  President  replied:  "1  can  only  say  now, as  I  have 
often  said  before,  thiit  it  has  always  been  a  sentiment  with 
mo  that  all  mankind  should  bo  free  So  far  as  I  have  been 
able,  or  so  far 'as  came  within  my  sphere,  I  have  always 
acted  as  I  believed  w;i.s  riijht  and  just,  and  have  done  all  I 
could  for  the  good  of  mankind,  I  have  in  letters  and  docu- 
ments sent  forth  from  this  office  expressed  myself  better 
than  I  can  now.  In  regard  to  the  Great  Book,  I  have  only 
to  say  that  it  is  the  best  gift  which  God  has  given  man. 
All  the  good  from  the  Saviour  of  the  world  U  communi- 
cated to  us  through  this  book.  But  for  this  book  we  could 
not  know  right  from  wrong.  All  those  things  desirable  to 
man  are  contained  in  it, 

"  I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  this  very  elegant 
copy  of  the  great  Book  of  God  which  you  present."' 
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THE   PROTEST  OP  TENNESSEE — REPLY  OP  THE 

president. 

Executive  Maxsiox,  Washington,  D.  C, 
October  22, 1S61. 
Messrs.  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  A.  K  Nelson,  James  T. 
P.  L  Ar.T.:>(,  JoHx  WiLLiAM-i,  A.  Blizzakd,  He.vry  Cooper, 
i'.AiLiE  P.,TTON,  John  Lellteit,  E.  Etheridge,  J.hn  B. 

r^RBTMANS : 

Gentlkmen  :  On  the  loth  day  of  this  month,  as  I  remem- 
ber, apriutHil  paper,  with  a  few  manuscript  interlineations, 
called  a  protest,  with  your  names  appended  thereto,  and 
accompanied  by  another  printed  paper  purporting  to  he  a 
proclamation  by  Andrew  Johneon,  Military  Governor  of 
Tennessee,  and  also  a  manuscript  paper  purporting  to  he 
extracts  from  the  Code  of  Tennessee,  was  laid  before  me. 
The  protest,  proclamation  and  extracts  are  respectively  as 
follows : 

[The  protest  is  here  recited,  and  also  the  proclamation  of 
Governor  Johnson,  dated  September  30,  to  which  it  refers, 
together  with  a  list  of  the  counties  in  East,  Middle,  and 
West  Tennessee ;  also,  an  extract  from  the  Code  of  Tennes- 
see, iu  relation  to  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  qualiticiitious  of  voters  for  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  places  of  holding 
elections  of  officers  of  popular  elections.] 

The  1>UESIDLNI  then  says : 

At  the  time  these  jiapers  were  presented,  as  before  stated, 
I  had  never  seen  either  of  them,  nor  heard  of  the  subject  to 
which  they  relate,  except  in  a  general  way,  only  one  day 
previously.  Up  to  the  present  moment  nothing  whatever 
has  passed  between  Governor  Johnson,  or  any  one  else  con- 
nected with  the  proclamation,  and  myself  Since  receiving 
the  papers,  as  stated,  I  have  given  the  subjijpt  such  brief 
consideration  as  I  have  been  able  to  do  in  the  midst  of  so 
many  presMng  public  duties. 

My  conclusion  is  that  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  mat- 
ter, either  to  sustain  the  plan  as  the  Convention  and  Gov- 
ernor Johnson  have  initiated  it,  or  to  revoke  or  modity  it  as 
jou  demand.  By  the  Constitution  and  laws,  the  President 
is  charged  with  no  duty  in  the  conduct  of  a  Presidential 
election  in  any  State ;  nor  do  I,  iu  this  case,  perceive  any 
inilitai-y  rea.-on  for  his  interference  in  the  matter. 

The  movement  set  on  foot  by  the  Convention  and  Gov- 
ernor Johnson  does  not,  as  seems  to  be  assumed  by  you, 
emanate  from  the  National  Executive.  In  no  proper 
sense  can  it  be  considered  other  than  as  an  independent 
movement  of  at  least  a  portion  of  the  loyal  people  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

I  do  not  perceive  in  the  plan  any  menace  of  violence  or 
coercion  towards  any  one.  Governor  Johnson,  like  any 
other  loyal  citizen  of  Tennessee,  has  the  right  to  favor  any 
political  plan  he  chooses,  and,  as  Military  Governor,  it  is 
his  duty  to  keep  the  peace  among  and  for  the  loyal  people 
of  the  State.  1  cannot  cUscern  that  by  this  plan  he  pur- 
poses any  more. 

But  you  object  to  the  plan.  Leaving  it  alone  will  be 
your  perfect  secmity  against  it.  Do  as  you  please  on  your 
own  account,  peacefully  and  loyally,  and  Governor  Johnson 
will  not  molest  you,  but  will  protect  you  against  violence 
so  far  as  in  his  power. 

I  presume  that  the  conducting  of  a  Presidential  election 
in  Tennessee,  in  strict  accordance  wth  the  old  Code  of  the 
State,  is  not  now  a  possibility. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  if  any  election  shall 
be  held,  and  any  votes  shall  be  cast  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  it 
will  belong,  not  to  the  military  agents,  nor  yet  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive department,  but  exclusively  to  another  department 
of  the  Government,  to  determine  whether  they  are  entitled 
to  be  counted,  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

Except  it  be  to  give  protection  against  violence,  I  de- 
cline to  interfere  in  any  way  with  any  Presidential  election. 
AliKAUAM  LINCOLN. 

REMARKS  TO  THE  180lH  NEW  YORK  REGIMENT. 

On  Monday,  October  24,  this  regiment,  or- 
ganized under  the  late  call  for  500,000  men, 
Col.  VVm.  W.  Hoyt  commanding,  passed  through 
Washington,  on  their  way  to  the  front.  Pre- 
vious to  their  departure  by  transport,  the  regi- 
ment was  paraded  in  front  of  the  White  House, 
and  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Colonel,  in  a  few  appropriate  re- 
marks. Mr.  Lincoln  was  received  with  the  ut- 
most enthusiasm,  and  replied  to  the  greeting 
which  met  him  as  follows  : 


Soldiers  :  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  this  mark 
of  respect.  It  is  said  that  we  have  the  best  Government 
the  world  ever  kuew,  and  I  am  glad  to  meet  you,  the  sup- 
porters of  that  Government.  To  you  who  render  the  hardest 
work  in  its  support  should  be  given  the  greatest  credit. 
Others  who  are  connected  with  it,  and  who  occupy  higher 
positions,  their  duties  can  be  dispensed  with,  but  we  can- 
not get  along  without  your  aid.  While  others  differ  with 
the  Administi-ation,  and,  perhaps,  honestly,  the  soldiers 
generally  have  sustained  it ;  they  have  not  only  fought 
right,  but,  so  tiir  as  could  be  judged  from  their  actions,  they 
have  voted  right,  and  I  for  one  thank  you  for  it.  I  know 
you  are  en  route  for  the  front,  and  therefore  do  not  expect 
me  to  detain  you  long,,  and  will  therefore  bid  you  good 
morning. 

The  President  retired,  and  the  regiment  gave 
him  three  cheers,  Heartily  and  enthusiastically. 
Col.  Hoyt  is  an  old  soldier,  having  served  since 
the  commencement  of  the  existing  rebellion  in 
the  army.  His  regiment  is  raised  chiefly  in 
Steuben  and  Allegany  counties,  and  will,  with 
its  gallant  Colonel,  be  heard  from  in  the  coming 
campaign. 

correspondence  between  president  lincoln 
and  gen.  grant. 

Executive  Mansio:t, 
WASmNGlON,  April  so,  186i. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant  : 

Not  expecting  to  see  yon  before  the  Spring  campaign 
opens,  I  wish  to  express,  in  this  way,  my  entire  satisfaction 
with  what  you  have  done  up  to  this  time,  so  far  as  I  under- 
stand it.  Tjje  particulars  of  your  plans  I  neither  know  nor 
seek  to  know. 

Yon  are  vigilant  and  self-reliant,  and,  pleased  with  this, 
I  ■wish  not  to  obtrude  any  restraints  or  constraints  upon 
you.  While  I  am  very  anxious  that  any  great  disaster  or 
capture  of  any  of  om-  men  in  any  great  numbers  shall  be 
avoided,  I  know  that  these  points  are  less  likely  to  escape 
your  attention  than  they  would  be  mine.  If  there  be  any- 
thing wanting  which  is  within  my  power  to  give,  do  not 
fail  to  let  me  know  it.  And  now,  with  a  brave  army  and  a 
just  cause,  may  God  sustain  you. 

Yours,  very  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Headquarters  Armies  United  States, 

Culpeper  C.  H.,  Va.,  May  1,  IS&l. 
The  President  : 

Your  very  kind  letter  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  The 
confidence  you  express  for  the  future  and  satisfaction  for 
the  past,  in  my  military  administration,  is  acknowledged 
with  pride.  It  shall  be  my  earnest  endeavor  that  you  and 
the  country  shall  not  be  disappointed. 

From  my  first  entrance  into  the  volunteer  service  of  the 
country  to  the  present  day  I  have  never  had  cause  of  com- 
plaint, have  never  expressed  or  implied  a  complaint  against 
the  Administration  or  the  Secretary  of  War  for  throwing 
any  embarrassment  iu  the  way  of  my  vigorously  prose- 
cuting what  appeared  to  be  my  duty.  Indeed,  since  the ' 
promotion  which  placed  me  in  command  of  all  the  armies, 
and  in  view  of  the  great  responsibility  and  importance  of 
success,  I  have  been  astonished  at  the  readiness  which 
everything  asked  for  has  been  yielded,  without  even  an 
explanation  being  asked. 

Should  my  success  be  less  than  I  desire  and  expect,  the 
least  I  can  say  is,  the  fault  is  not  with  you. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 


Withdrawal  of  Generals  Fremont  and 
Cochrane. 

Boston,  August  20. 
General  Fremont  : 

Sir  :  You  must  be  aware  of  the  wide  and  growing  dis- 
satisfaction in  the  Republican  ranks  with  the  Presidential 
nomination  at  Baltimore,  and  you  may  have  seen  notices  of 
a  movement  just  commenced  to  unite  the  thorough  and 
earnest  friends  of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  in  a 
new  Convention  which  shall  represent  the  patriotism  of 
all  parties. 

To  fiicilitate  the  movement,  it  is  emphatically  advisable 
that  the  candidates  nominated  at  Cleveland  and  Baltimore 
should  withdraw,  and  leave  the  field  entirely  free  for  such 
a  united  effort.  Permit  us,  sir,  to  ask  whether,  in  case  Mr. 
Lincoln  will  withdraw,  you  will  doso,  and  join  your  fellow- 
citizens  in  this  attempt  to  place  the  Administration  on  a 
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basis  broad  as  the  patriotism  of  the  country  and  aa  its 

needs  'i 

GEORGE   L.  STEARNS, 
S.   R.  UKIiINO, 
JAME>  M.  SIONE, 
ELIZUR  WlUGirr, 
EDVVAitD  UABICH, 
SAMUEL  G.  HOWE. 


Nahaxt,  August  25. 

Gextlemeji:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  20th,  addressed  to  me  in  New  York. 

If  your  letter  were  in  effect  an  appeal  only  to  my  own 
geutimeuls  in  favor  of  a  re-uuion  of  parties,  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  renounce  my  personal  views,  but  would  be  en- 
tirely ready  to  defer  to  the  public  opinion  which  your 
names  represent. 

But  the  conditions  are  no  longer  the  same  as  when  I 
expressed  my  readiness  to  retire  in  the  event  of  a  contin- 
gency wLiicli  might  have  occurred  at  Baltiuiure.  Having 
now  definitely  ac.:epted  tne  Cleveland  nomination,  I  have 
not  the  right  to  act  independently  of  the  truly  patriotic 
and  earnest  party  who  conferred  that  honor  upon  me.  In 
any  event  it  wiAild  be  necessary  first  to  consult  with  them. 
It  might,  besides,  have  only  the  eflect  still  lurther  to  un- 
settle the  public  mind,  and  defeat  the  object  you  have  in 
view,  if  we  should  disorganize  before  first  proceeding  to 
orgaiiizo  something  better. 

To  tbis  end  I  suggest  that  a  direct  effort  be  made  to  ob- 
fciin  an  immediate  understanding  between  the  supporters 
of  tlie  Baltimore  and  Cleveland  nominations,  in  order  that 
the  friends  of  both  may  coalesce,  and  unite  upon  an  early 
day  for  holding  sucli  a  convention  as  you  propose.  I  am 
satisfied  that  I  do  not  assume  too  much  in  saying  that  my 
friends  will  unite  heartily  in  such  a  movement. 

A  really  popular  conveution,  upon  a  broad  and  liberal 
basis,  so  that  it  could  be  regarded  as  a  convocatiou  iu 
mass  of  the  people,  and  not  the  work  of  politicians,  would 
Command  public  confidence.  Such  a  couveution,  acting  iu 
the  largo  and  liberal  spirit  in  which  it  was  called,  without 
consmeralions  ol  persous  or  political  cliques,  and  withjut 
reference  to  bygone  situations,  rising  to  the  level  of  the  oc- 
casion and  taking  the  conditions  of  the  country  as  they  pre- 
sent themselves  to-day,  could  safely  be  trusted  to  propose 
such  a  policy  and  name  such  a  man  as  should,  and  un- 
do ibtedly  would,  receive  the  cordial  and  united  support  of 
the  patriotic  masses  of  the  people.  To  the  great  body  of 
these,  so  far  as  my  information  allows  me  to  form  any 
opiuion,  I  tliiuk  that  tbo  following  propositions  would  be 
acceptable : 

1.  Respect  for  the  practical  liberty  and  the  constitutional 
rights  and  dignity  of  the  citizen. 

2.  The  maiutenauco  of  the  dignity  of  the  Uuited  States 
in  their  relations  to  foreign  Powers. 

3.  The  re-establishmeut  of  the  Union  ;  by  peace  if  it  is 
possible  ;  by  war,  if  the  employment  of  peaceful  measures 
cannot  be  made  to  succeed. 

Much  has  been  said  of  late  about  peace,  and  you  will 
thereiore  excuse  me  if  I  say  here  what  1  understand  by  it. 
For  uic ,  peace  signifies  the  integral  re-establishmeut  of  the 
Union  without  slavery  ;  because  slavery  is  the  source  of 
ail  our  political  dissensions,  and  because  the  institution  it- 
self is  condemned  by  the  cu'.ighteued  and  liberal  spirit  of 
the  age.  These  are  to  me  the  essential  conditions  of  peace. 
If  it  is  practicable  to  attain  this  result,  it  would  not  be  pay- 
ing loo  dearly  for  it — taliiug  also  into  consideration  the  raa- 
teiial  strength  which  tbe  South  has  been  jiermitted  to  ac- 
quire by  the  conduct  ot  the  war — to  make  concessions  upon 
some  points  of  secondary  importance,  such  as  that  ot  pay- 
iLg  an  indemnity  for  their  slaves  to  those  who  liavo  re- 
ui^iucd  in  a  sort  of  neutral  condition  during  the  unhappy 
war  which  has  convulsed  the  country.  To  terminate  this 
we  are  now  expending  life  and  money  ;  it  would  certainly 
be  a  gain  to  reduce  it  simply  to  a  question  of  money. 

It',  in  spite  of  all  those  eflbrts  to  spare  the  South  humilia- 
tion, or  losses  of  capital  likely  to  bo  too  severely  felt,  the 
pu.itical  chiefs  who  direct  the  South  persist  in  war,  then 
the  policy  of  the  Convention  should  be  to  pronounce  iu 
that  case  for  war  with  all  the  force  and  energy  of  the  na- 
tion. For  peace  upon  any  terms,  and  merely  because  it 
is  peace — a  peace  recognizing  a  North  and  a  South — would 
not  bring  about  a  stable  equilibrium.  It  would  only  pre- 
pare the  way  for  new  struggles,  and  for  a  condition  of  dis- 
astrous anarchy. 

The  paramount  question  is  the  Union.  By  peace,  if  it 
can  be  had  on  honorable  and  right  terms — by  war,  if  the 
political  leaders  who  aro  directing  the  South  insist  upon 
war. 

The  situation  of  our  country  is  unquestionably  critical. 
It  demands  tbe  devotion  and  patriotism  of  a'.l  men  who 
really  love  their  country,  and  it  is  one  of  those  moments 
when  all  personal  as^Jiratious  should  vanish  in  the  lace  of 


the  great   questions  of  principle  and  national  existence 

which  are  at  stake. 

Thanking  you, gentlemen,  for  the  evidence   which  your 
letter  gives  me  of  your  confidence  iu  my  disposition  to  do 
everything  in  my  power  for  the  interests  of  the  country, 
I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

J.  C.  FREVIONT. 

This  is  General  Fremont's  letter  of  with- 
drawal : 

Nah.^nt,  Sept.  17. 

Gentlemen:  I  enclose  you  my  letter  of  reply  to  an  in- 
vitation of  some  of  my  Republican  friends  to  meet  me  at 
i'aneuil  Hall. 

In  declining  their  invitation,  I  have  inf:)rmed  them  of 
my  intention  to  stand  aside  from  the  Presidential  canvass, 
and  assigned  my  reasons  for  doing  so.  To  avoid  repetition, 
I  enclose  you  the  letter  in  communicating  to  you  now  offi- 
cially my  desire  to  withdiaw  my  name  from  the  Presiden- 
tial candidates. 

In  this  decision  I  have  the  approval  of  such  of  our  friends 
as  I  have  been  able  to  consult.  I  have  thought  it  not  pru- 
dent to  incur  the  longer  delay  of  consulting  others,  but  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  thej'  will  unite  with  me  fully 
upon  the  propriety  of  the  step  I  have  taken. 

But  in  withdrawing  from  tne  post  of  candidate,  I  do  not 
in  any  way  intend  to  withdraw  from  my  share  in  the  labor, 
which  wo  jointly  undertook,  to  secure  the  triumph  of  the 
ideas  represented  by  the  radical  Democracy. 

Whatever  the  next  Admi lustration  may  be,  we  owe  it  to 
ourselves  to  form  a  phalanx  compact  and  capable,  by  its 
thorough  unity,  of  exercising  a  pressure  strong  enough  to 
secure  the  eventual  success  of  the  ijrinciples  lor  which  we 
have  been  contending — the  le-establishment  of  the  Union, 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  practical  respect  for  liberty. 

In  the  present  composition  of  parties,  it  is  indispensable 
that  earnest  men  should  devote  themselves  to  watching  the 
progress  and  insming  the  success  of  these  issues,  regardless 
of  men  or  parties. 

Mr.  Lincoln  says  he  does  not  lead,  but  follows  the  will  of 
the  people.  It  remains,  then,  for  the  people,  in  the  event 
of  his  re-election,  vigilantly  to  require  the  following  at  liis 
hands,  and,  fm'ther,  to  require  that,  iu  the  execution  of  his 
duties,  he  keeps  scrupulously  within  the  Constitution  and 
tlielaws;  to  make  him  recognize  that  lie  holds  his  place 
and  his  power,  not  as  belonging  to  himself,  but  as  a  really 
laithl'ul  servant  of  the  people. 

This  is  the  important  duty  which  wc  have  now  to  per- 
form. 

Although,  as  representatives  of  the  ClevelanAmovement, 
we  surrender  our  functions,  the  duty  of  wataiing  party 
politics,  the  Constitution  remains.  What  steps  are  neces- 
sary in  the  performance  of  that  duty  must  be  the  subject 
for  future  consideration. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  respectfully  and  truly  yours,  Ac. 

JOHN  C.  FREMONT. 
To  Messrs.  Worthington  G.  Sneihen  and  others,  a  com- 
mittee, &c,  t 

Tliis  letter  is  upon  the  same  subject : 

Boston,  September  21. 

Gentlemen  :  I  feal  it  my  duty  to  make  one  step  more  in 
the  direction  indicated  by  my  letter  of  the  2oth  of  August, 
and  withdiaw  my  name  Ifom  the  list  of  candidates. 

The  Presidential  question  has,  in  effect,  been  entered 
upon  iu  such  a  way  thiit  the  union  of  the  Republiciin  party 
has  become  a  paramoimt  necessity.  The  policy  of  the 
Democratic  party  signifies  either  separation  or  re-establish- 
ment with  slavery.  The  Chicago  platform  is  simply  sepa- 
ration. General  McClellan's  letter  of  acceptance  is  re- 
establishment  with  slavery. 

The  liepublieau  candidate,  on  the  contrary,  is  pledged  to 
the  re-establishment  of  the  Union  without  slavery ;  and, 
liowever  hesitating  his  policy  may  be,  the  pressure  of  his 
party  will,  we  may  hope,  force  him  to  it. 

Between  these  issues,  I  think,  no  man  of  the  liberal 
party  can  remain  in  doubt,  and  I  believe  I  am  consistent 
with  my  antecedents  in  withdrawing — not  to  iiid  in  the 
triumph  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  to  do  my  part  towards  pre- 
venting the  election  of  the  Democratic  candidate. 

In  respect  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  I  continue  to  hold  exactly  the 
sentiments  contained  in  my  letter  of  acceptance.  I  con- 
sider that  his  administration  has  been  politically,  mibhu-i- 
ly,  and  financially  a  failure,  and  that  its  necessary  contin- 
uance is  a  cause  of  regret  for  the  country. 

There  never  was  a  greater  unanimity  in  a  country  than 
was  exhibited  here  at  the  fall  of  Sumter,  and  the  South 
was  powerless  in  the  iiice  of  it;  but  Mr;  Lincoln  complete- 
ly paralyzed  this  generous  feeling.  lie  destroyed  the 
strength  of  the  position  and  divided  the  Nortli,  when  he 
declared  to  the  South  that  slavery  should  be  protected. 
Ue  has  built  up  for  the  South  a  strength  which  otherwise 
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tbey  could  have  never  attained,  and  this  has  given  them 
an  advocate  ou  the  Chicago  platform. 

The  Cleveland  Convention  was  to  have  been  an  open 
avowal  of  th:it  condemnation  which  men  had  been  freely 
expressing  to  eacli  other  for  the  past  two  years,  and  which 
had  been  made  fully  known  to  the  President;  but  in  tiie 
uncertain  condition  of  affairs,  leading  men  were  not  found 
willing  to  make  public  a  dissatisfaction  and  condemnation 
wliich  could  have  rendered  Mr.  Lincoln's  nomination  im- 
possible, and  their  continued  silence  and  support  estab- 
lished fur  him  a  character  among  the  people  which  leaves 
now  no  choice. 

United,  the  Republican  party  is  reasonaljly  sure  of  suc- 
cess ;  divided,  the  result  of  the  Presidential  election  is  at 
least  doubtful. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  C.  FREMONT. 
To  Messrs.  George  L.  Stearns  and  others,  a  committBe,  &c. 

GEN.    COCHRANE's    WITHDRAWAL. 

To  the  War  Democrats  of  the  United  States: 

A  convention  of  men  of  various  political  tenets  assembled 
at  Cleveland  on  the  31st  day  of  May  last,  for  the  purjjose  of 
discharging  from  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  the  in- 
fraction of  the  rights  of  both  individuals  and  States  which 
attended  it.  The  presence  of  a  largo  number  of  War  Dem- 
ocrats unexpectedly  contributed  to  my  nomination  by  the 
convention  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  preceded  by  that  of 
John  C.  Fremont  for  President. 

The  principles  which  dictated  my  acceptance  of  the 
nomination  approved  themselves  at  the  time  to  very  gen- 
eral regard,  and  have  since,  in  my  opinion,  lost  none  of 
their  origimd  virtue  or  vigor.  Their  practical  assertion 
yras  required,  it  was  thought,  by  the  success  with  which 
personal  liberty  had  been  assailed,  and  the  extremities  to 
■which  constitutional  freedom  had  been  reduced.  Not  the 
least  inducement,  however,  was  the  consideration  that  the 
redress  of  grievances,  in  the  manner  proposed,  could  not 
interrupt,  but  would  entirely  consort  with  a  vigorous  pro- 
eecntion  of  the  war.  It  certainly  was  not  contemplated 
that  the  success  of  the  candidates  should,  in  any  degree, 
impair  or  endanger  that  most  important  part  of  the  plat- 
form which  resolved  "that  the  rebellion  must  be  suppressed 
bj"  force  of  arms,  and  without  compromise." 

Instead  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  was  tlien  hoped  and 
expected,  co-operatin?  at  this  point,  they  Jlouted  the  war 
at  Chicago,  and  pronounced  for  unconditional  peace.  When, 
"  to  exhaust  the  resources  of  statesmaushiiJ,''  and  to  allow 
"  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  compromise  to  prevail," 
General  McClellan  vh-tually  asserts  that  there  should  be  a 
'•cessation  of  hostilities,"  he  is  in  agreement  with  the  con- 
vention which  nominated  him.  When,  however,  he  pro- 
poses, in  the  alternative  of  the  war,  that  the  rebellious 
States  shall  be  restored  to  precisely  their  former  con- 
dition in  the  Union,  with  precisely  the  same  political  re- 
presentation as  when  they  departed  from  it,  ho  rejects  a 
convention  of  States,  on  which,  as  the  peaceable  means,  tlie 
Chicago  Convention  evidently  relied  for  reconstructing  the 
Union  out  of  States  physically  debilitated  and  politically 
Bhorn.  While,  therefore.  General  McClellan  resolves  upon 
an  impossible  Union  as  it  was,  through  war,  the  convention 
resolves  upon  an  impossible  Union  as  it  should  be,  through 
peace.  That  the  candidate  does  not  stand  erect  ujion  his 
platform,  though  admitting  a  question  whether,  if  elected, 
he  would  negotiate  a  peace,  permits  none  that,  if  elected, 
he  could  not  effectively  prosecute  the  war. 

The  success  of  the  Chicago  nominees  would  therefore,  at 
the  best,  but  place  in  power  a  party  of  divided  councils,  of 
uncertain  policy,  and  of  indecisive  action.  Clearly,  such  an 
event  would  be  at  the  farthest  from  "a  suppression  of  the 
rebellion  by  force  of  arms,  and  without  compromise." 

The  Baltimore  platform,  however  objeclionable  at  other 
points,  is  unimpeachable  at  this ;  and  wliile  it  fails  to  vin- 
dicate personal  rights,  and  the  rights  of  free  speech  and 
the  press,  it  does  not  fail  to  refer  the  re-establishment  of 
constitutional  liberty  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union  to 
tlie  arbitrament  of  arms,  iu  which,  and  in  which  alone,  the 
national  safety  is  to  be  found.  We  stand  within  view  of  a 
rebellion  suppressed;  within  hail  of  a  country  reunited 
and  saved.  War  lifts  the  curtain  ami  discloses  the  pros- 
pect. War  has  given  to  us  Atlanta,  and  war  offers  to  us 
llichmond. 

Shall  wn  exchange  the  proffered  victory  for  a  '•  cessation 
of  hostilities?"  No!  As  we  fought  at  the  beginning,  we 
should  tight  at  the  end;  and  when  rebellion  shall  have  laid 
down  its  arms,  may  we  peacefully  reconstruct  whatever  the 
war  for  the  Union  shall  be  found  to  have  spared.  "  Lay 
down  your  arms,"  then  ;  as  it  was  at  the  commencement, 
BO  it  is  now,  all  that  is  demanded  by  loyal  Americans  of 
their  rebellions  brothers. 

I  would  certainly  prefer  that  the  American  people  could 
be  Ijrougiit  to  a  vote  on  the  several  propositions  peculiar 
to  the  Cleveland  platform.    The  right  of  asylum,  the  one- 


term  policy,  the  direct  vote  of  the  people  for  their  nati  nal 

Chief  Magistrate,  the  Monroe  doctrine,  tho  confining  ex.;lu- 
sively  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  Coni^ress  the 
reconstruction  of  States,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  to  prohibit  slavery,  are  principles  of  primary 
magnitude  and  importance.  But  before  all  these  is  our 
country.  It  is  menaced  by  rebellion.  Loyal  armies  alone 
protect  it.  Should  those  armies  retreat,  and  our  protection 
be  withdrawn;  or  should  they  advance,  and  our  safety  be 
established  ?  Snail  there  be  peace  through  the  concessions 
of  jjoliticiirns,  or  peace  through  the  actions  of  war?  That 
is  the  question. 

Peace  and  division,  or  war  and  the  Union.  Other  alter- 
native there  is  none.  And,  as  I  am  still  of  the  mind  that 
once  led  me  to  the  field  with  the  soldiers  of  tho  Republic, 
I  cannot  now  hold  a  position  which,  by  dividing,  hazards 
the  success  of  all  those  who,  whatever  their  ditt'erences  at 
other  points,  agree,  as  upon  the  question  of  tho  first  con- 
sequence, that  the  restoration  of  the  Union  cannot  ba 
effected  without  the  uninterrupted  continuation  of  the 
war. 

I,  therefore,  withdraw  my  name  from  the  Cleveland 
ticket.  '  Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  COCnRANB. 

New  York,  September  21, 1S64. 


Rebel  Items. 

AN  IMPORTANT  AND  SIGNIFICANT  CIRCULAR. 

The  Richmond  Examiner  of  Sept.  IT  alludes 
to  an  "  important  circular,"  issued  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Richmond  recently.  We  quote  the  sub- 
stance of  the  circular  : 

Captain  Coke,  enrolling  oificer  for  this  district,  will  pro- 
ceed to-day  with  the  enforcement  of  a  circular  issued  from 
the  War  Department,  providing  for  a  registry  of  all  white 
males  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty  years,  not 
actually  in  service  in  the  field ;  with  the  grounds  of  their 
exemption  or  detail ;  also  a  registry  of  all  boys  who  will 
arrive  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  within  the  next  twelve 
months,  with  the  month  at  which  they  will  attain  that  age. 
To  obviate  tho  possitjility  of  any  alarm  that  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  order,  unexplained,  might  tend  to  create,  we 
will  state  that  it  is  not  intended  to  enroll  the  citizens  fall- 
ing within  this  category.  The  registry  is  simply  intended 
as  a  basis  upon  which  tho  Government  may  hereafter  act 
in  the  matter  of  conscription  and  enrollment,  as  the  emer- 
gencies of  the  service  may  reciuire.  We  trust  that  every 
man  and  boy  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circular  will  re- 
spond with  alacrity  to  the  call,  and  that  they  will  give  the 
enrolling  officers  as  little  trouble  as  possible  in  obtaining 
the  desired  registry. 

THE  ENROLLMENT  IN  EICHMOND. 

The  military  registry,  ordered  by  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
scription, of  all  males  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and 
fifty  years  not  actually  in  the  army  in  the  field  or  with  the 
reserves,  commenced  yesterday  morning  in  Monroe  ward, 
at  No.  306  Broad  street,  nearly  opposite  Lacey's  shop,  and 
will  be  continued  to-day.  The  order  is  very  emphatic  and 
must  be  executed,  and  the  present  mode  has  been  adopted 
as  most  agreeable  to  the  citizens.  The  exemptions  in  Itich- 
mond  embrace  only  those  with  the  army  in  tlie  field  and 
those  in  the  reserves  attached  to  tho  regiments  of  Colonels 
Evans  and  Danforth.  It  may  as  well  be  understood  that 
this  is  not  an  enrollment,  but  a  military  census.  Citizens 
failing  to  report.lay  themselves  liable  to  arrest  by  the  enroll- 
ing officers.  Tune,  temper  and  trouble  will  therefore  be 
saved  by  reporting  promptly  to  tho  advisory  board  in  the 
respective  wards. — Richiiiotid  Examiner,  Sept.  21. 

ENROLLMENT    OF    NEGROES.* 

Hake's  Weekly  Bulletin,  of  the  14th,  18th  and 


*  This  Order  from  General  Canby  contains  an  additional 
indication  of  purpose : 

Headq'es  Mil.  Div.  West  Mississippi, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  Oct.  11, 1S64. 
General  Orders  No.  68. 

The  subjoined  extract  from  a  despatch  from  Henry  W. 
Allen,  styling  himself  Governor  of  Louisiana,  to  the  rebel 
Secretary  of  War,  is  published  for  general  information  : 
Executive  Office, 
Shreveport,  La.,  Sapt.  26,  1S64. 
ToHon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretari^o/  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 
My  Dear  Sir  :  The  time  has  come  for  us  tc  put  into  tha 
army  every  able-bodied  negio  man  as  a  soldier.  This  should 
be  done  immediately.    Congress  should,  at  the  coming  ses- 
sion, take  action  ou   this   most  important   queiitioii.    The 
negro  knows  that  he  cannot  escape  conscription  if  he  goes 
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2lBt  A^igust,  publishod  at  Galveston,  contains 
the  following  intelligence : 

negroes  in  the  service  oe  the  confederacy. 

Headq'es  Department  Trans-Mississippi, 
Shreveport,  La.,  July  20, 1864. 

General  Orders  No.  45. 

I.  Ill  accordance  with  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  Increase  the  Efficiency  of  tlie  Array  by  Employment 
of  Free  Kegroes  .and  Slaves  in  certain  CaiJ.icities,"  approved 
February  17,  1864,  all  male  free  negroes  and  other  persons 
of  color,  not  including  those  who  are  free  under  the  treaty 
of  Paris  of  lhO.3,  or  under  the  treaty  of  Spain  of  1819,  resi- 
dent in  the  Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  fifty  yeais.  will  be  immediately  enrolled  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

II.  The  ISureau  of  Conscription  will  take  the  necessary 
steps,  through  the.  enrolling  officers,  to  enroll  immediately 
one  fifth  of  all  the  male  slaves  in  this  department  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years. 

III.  All  free  negroes  and  slaves  so  enrolled  will  be  sent 
to  rendezvous  designated  by  the  commandants  of  negro 
labor  for  the  several  States,  accompanied  by  descriptive 
rolls. 

IV.  Requisitions  for  negro  labor  must  be  made  upon 
the  commandants  of  negro  labor  of  the  several  States. 

V.  All  officers  and  agents  of  the  Government,  in  charge 
of  slaves,  will  furnish  monthly,  to  the  commandants  of  ne- 
gro labor  of  the  several  States  to  which  the  slaves  belong, 
correct  and  certified  muster  rolls  of  those  in  their  charge. 

By  command  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General^ 

revocation  of  details.* 

[official.] 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Qenerax's  Office, 
Ricn5i0ND,  October  5, 1864. 

General  Orders,  No.  76. —  1.  All  details  heretofore 
granted,  under  authority  of  the  War  Department,  to  per- 
Bons  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  are 
revolied,  and  all  such  detailed  men,  together  with  those 
■within  the  said  ages  who  hold  furloughs  or  temporary  ex- 
emptions by  reason  of  pending  applications  for  details,  will 
bo  promptly  assembled  at  the  camps  of  instruction,  and  ap- 
propriately assigned  among  the  armies  fur  service ;  except 
that  men  detailed  and  now  actually  employed  in  manufac- 
turing, providing,  collecting  and  forwarding  munitions  and 
other  indispensable  supplies  for  tlio  army  and  navy,  or  in 
work  indispensable  to  military  operations,  will  be  continued 
in  their  present  employments  until  their  details  shall  be 
revised. 

■2.  The  heads  of  departments  and  chiefs  of  bureaus  will, 
within  the  next  twenty  d.iys,  forward  to  the  Generals  of 
Reserves  lists  of  all  detailed  men  in  their  employment,  in  the 
several  States,  specially  distinguishing  and  certifying  those 
who  are  experts  and  thoso  absolutely  indispensable  for  the 
performance  of  the  above-menliuned  Government  work  and 
business;  and  all  detailed  employes  not  so  certified  within 


to  the  enemy.  lie  must  play  an  important  part  in  the 
war.  Ho  caused  the  fight,  and  he  will  have  his  portion  of 
the  burthen  to  bear.  We  have  learned  from  dear-bought 
experience  thai  negroes  can  be  taught  to  fight,  and  that  all 
who  leave  us  are  made  to  fight  against  us.  I  would  free 
all  able  to  bear  arms,  and  put  them  in  the  field  at  once. 
They  will  make  much  better  soldiers  with  us  than  against 
us,  and  swell  the  now  depleted  ranks  of  our  armies. 

I  beg  you  to  give  this  jour  earnest  attention. 

With  assurances  of  my  friendly  regards  and  very  high 
esteem,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  of  Louisiana. 

The  cl;i?s  of  persons  to  whom  it  refers  will  not  be  con- 
Bcripled  into  tho  armies  of  the  United  States  if  they  come 
within  uur  lines.  All  will  be  freed,  and  they  will  be  re- 
ceived and  treated  as  refugees.  They  will  be  accepted  as 
volunteers,  or  will  be  employed  in  the  public  service,  and 
their  tamilies  will  be  cared  for  until  they  are  in  a  condi- 
tion to  care  for  themselves.  If  a  draft  should  become  ne- 
c(-ssary,  no  discrimination  against  them  will  be  nlade  on 
the  em-ollmeut  or  draft. 

By  order  of  Major  General  E.  E.  S.  Canbv: 

C.  T.  CIIRISTENSEN, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  A.  A.  G. 

*  Tlie  Richmond  Dispatch  of  September  12,  1864,  makes 
tho  authoritative  stiteiuent  that  "  there  are  114,000  men 
detailed  us  fartuers,  and  some  32,000  exempt  as  necessary 
in  some  firm  to  the  Government  and  public  institutions  of 
the  Stated." 


the  prescribed  period  will,  upon  the  expiration  thereof;  be 
forthwith  assigned  to  the  army. 

3.  All  persons  called  out  by  this  order,  who  claim  ex- 
emption on  acount'of  physical  disability,  will  be  examined 
by  select  medical  boards,  after  their  arrival  at  the  camps  of 
instru»;ions. 

4.  All  men  found  for  light  duty,  who  are  unassigned,  will 
at  once  report  to  the  camps  of  instruction,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  being  forthwith  assigned  to  the  active  forces.  By 
order.  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

NEGROES  AS  REBEL  SOLDIERS. 
[From,  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  Oct.  6.] 
The  general  order  for  the  revocation  of  details  will  be 
found  in  this  issua  of  the  Enquirer.  This  step  has  been 
taken  by  the  Government  to  fill  up  the  army.  It  is  neces- 
sary and  proper,  and  if  this  order  is  promptly  enforced  the 
increase  of  the  army  will  be  speedy  and  rapid.  We  should 
like  to  see  steps  taken  to  promptly  enforce  the  law  of  Congress 
for  the  employment  of  negroes  in  the  army,  as  teamsters, 
&c.  The  law  of  Congress  on  this  subject  is  plain,  and 
though  it  does  not  go  far  enough,  yet  by  promptly  enforcing 
its  jjrovisions,  many  soldiers  will  be  returned  to  their  com- 
mand and  the  army  very  greatly  strengthened.  The  de- 
tails should  come  forward  promptly;  their  services  are 
greatly  needed:  andif  they  are  speedilycollected  and  sent  to 
the  front  there  will  be  no  danger  at  Richmond,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  present  the  most  encouraging  aspect. 
It  is  useless  to  seek  to  conceal  that  more  men  are  greatly 
wanted.  Tho  President  has  emphatically  announced  the 
startling  fact  that  two  thirds  of  the  army  are  absent  from 
the  ranks.  There  would  be  no  need  of  reinforcements  but 
for  this  most  disgraceful  straggling  and  deserting.  But  as 
the  fact  exists,  and  the  evil  must  be  repaired,  the  details 
are  called  upon  to  do  service.  How  long  their  service  will 
be  required  cannot  now  be  said,  but  sixty  to  ninety  days 
will  terminate  the  active  operations  of  the  campaign,  and 
then  details  may  bo  resumed.  But,  at  present,  all  are 
needed,  and  all  must  come  forward.  Those  that  delay  or 
shirk  will  be  hunted  down,  and  permanently  sent  to  the 
army. 

The  law  of  Congress  authorizing  the  employment  of  ne- 
groes, if  fully  carried  out,  would  give  ten  thousand  men  to 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  The  slaves  and  free  ne- 
groes can  be  impressed  just  as  any  other  propci-ty,  and  tho 
law  provides  for  their  support  and  clothing,  and  pays  the 
owner  soldier's  wages. 

The  law  of  February  17  makes  all  "  male  free  negroes, 
(with  certain  exceptions,)  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
fifty"  liable  to  perform  such  duties  in  the  army,  or  in 
connection  with  the  military  defences  of  the  country,  in 
the  way  of  work  upon  fortifications,  or  in  Government 
works,  &c.,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  from  time  to  time 
prescribe,  and  provides  rations,  clothing  and  compensation. 
Tho  Secretary  of  War  is  also  authorized  to  employ  for  simi- 
lar duty  twenty  thousand  male  negro  slaves,  and  their 
owners  are  guaranteed  against  escape  or  death.  The  Sec- 
retary is  .authorized  to  impress  the  slaves  when  he  cannot 
hire  them;  and  General  Orders  No.  32,  March  11,  1861, 
directed  the  enrolment  of  the  free  negroes,  and  their  assign- 
ment to  the  performance  of  the  duties  mentioned  in  the 
act.  Also  the  employment  and  impressment  of  slaves  waa 
ordered  by  the  same  general  orders,  and  the  provisions  of 
General  Orders  No.  iLiS,  of  the  24th  October,  1863,  pointed 
out  as  governing  in  this  matter.  Has  this  law  and  general 
order  been  enlorced  ? 

The  General  Orders  No.  138,  Oct.  24,  1863,  says :  "  No 
impressments  shall  be  made  of  slaves  employed  in  domestic 
and  family  service  exclusively,  nor  upon  farms  or  planta- 
tions where  there  are  not  more  than  three  slaves  of  the  age 
specified,  and  not  more  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  poi'ulatlon 
of  slaves  shall  be  impressed  in  any  county  at  the  same 
time,  unless  the  necessity  is  very  great,  and  after  consulta- 
tion with  this  department  or  the  Governor  of  the  State  in 
which  tlie  impressment  is  to  be  made."  Here  is  the  law  ;md 
the  general  order.  Have  they  been  enforced?  If  they 
have  not  been  executed,  no  longer  delay  should  be  allowed. 
We  call  upon  the  authorities  to  enforce  this  law  immedi- 
ately. 

The  question  of  making  soldiers  of  negroes,  of  regularly 
enlisting  them  and  fighting  them  for  their  safety,  .as  well 
as  our  own,  must  have  presented  itself  to  every  reflecting 
mind.  Because  tho  Yankees  have  not  been  able  to  make 
soldiers  out  of  their  drafted  negroes,  it  does  not  follow  that 
we  caunot  train  our  slaves  to  make  very  efficient  soldiers. 
We  bdieve  that  they  can  be,  by  drill  and  discipline,  moulded 
into  steady  and  reliable  soldiers.  The  propriety  of  employing 
negroes  as  soldiers  u-e  shall  not  at  present  discuss;  but 
whenever  the  subjugation  tf  Virginia  or  the  employment  of 
her  slaves  as  soldiers  are  alternative  positions,  then  certainly 
ice  are  for  making  thi  m  soldiers, and  giring  freedom  to  thoie 
negroes  tliatcsca^.»  thecusuaUics  ofbaUle, 
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We  should  be  glad  to  see  the  Confederate  Congress  pro- 
Tide  fur  the  purchase  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
negroes,  present  them  with  their  freedom  and  privilege  of 
remaining  in  the  Strifes,  and  arm,  equip,  drill  and  fight 
them.  We  believe  that  the  negroes,  identified  with  us  by 
interest,  and  fighting  for  th»ir  freedom  here,  would  be 
fdjthful  and  reliable  soldisrfi,  and,  under  officers  who  would 
drill  them,  could  be  dapuud*d  on  for  much  of  the  ordinary 
service,  and  even  for  the  hardsst  fighting.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary now  to  dis8us5  this  mattur,  and  may  never  become  so, 
but  neithar  nearroes  nor  sl.avory  will  be  permitted  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  succ^iss  of  our  cause.  The  war  is  for  na- 
tional independence  on  our  side,  and  for  the  subjugation  of 
white  and  the  emantipation  of  negroes  on  the  side  of  the 
enemy.  If  we  fail,  the  negroes  are  nominally  free  and 
their  masters  really  slaves.  We  must,  therefore,  succeed. 
Other  States  may  decide  fur  themselves,  but  Virginia,  after 
•xhausting  her  whites,  will  fight  her  blacks  through  to  the 
last  man.    She  will  bo  free  at  all  costs. 

USINQ   THE  SLAVES. 

[Frmn  the  Enquirer  of  October  18.] 
The  proposition  to  extend  the  Conscript  Law  to  the 
slaves  of  the  States  was  first  formerly  advanced  by  the 
Enquirer  in  the  issue  of  the  0th  instant.  Since  that  time, 
we  havoreeeived  many  assurances  of  its  popular  favor,  and 
none  whatever  of  opposition  to  it.  VVe  luaru  that  the 
planters  in  the  extreme  Southern  States  f  ivur  the  propo- 
sition, and  sumo  have  signified  their  readiness  to  free  five, 
ten,  or  fifteen  of  their  slaves,  if  they  will  enter  tlie  army. 
The  near  approach  of  the  time  when  the  Congress  meets 
again  requires  that  expression  be  given  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  country  "ipon  tliis  importaut  measure.  We  there- 
fore earnestly  invite  its  discussion,  and  open  our  columns  to 
opponents  as  well  as  friends  of  the  proposition. 

The  result  of  the  late  elections  is  still  in  doubt,  and 
whether  Lincoln  or  McClellan  will  bo  elected  it  is  yet  im- 
possible to  determine  ;  but  there  is  no  uncertainty  as  to  the 
question  of  carrying  oa  the  war.  Whether  Lincoln  or  Mc- 
Clellan be  the  next  Preeidcnt,  the  voice,  and  the  almost 
unanimous  voice,  ''f  that  people  is  for  a  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.  Tlie  duty  of  preparing  to  meet  that  issue 
will  be  before  the  apprua-liing  »  ssion  of  the  Confederate 
Congress;  that  body  will  have  before  it,  for  consideration, 
the  ways  and  means,  as  well  of  men  as  of  money,  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war  on  our  ijart. 

The  war-cry  of  the  enemy— "No  parley  with  rebellion 
in  the  field;  no  compromise  with  slavery  in  the  readjust- 
ment"— fully  informs  our  people  that,  in  plain  vernacular, 
the  whites  of  those  Puitrs  are  to  be  subjugated  to  slavery, 
and  their  slaves  reduced  to  the  miserable  condition  of 
Yankee  free  negroes.  Thi-3  is  the  view  of  the  people 
among  our  enemies,  and  tliis  will  be  the  result  of  the  war, 
whether  ended  by  Lincoln  or  M"Clellan,  if  the  people  of 
these  States  permit  then'sidves  to  be  conquered. 

The  conscription  of  negroes  shmld  bo  accompanied  with 
freedom  and  the  privilege  of  remaining  in  the  States;  this 
is  no  part  of  abolilijiusm  ;  it  is  the  exercise  by  the  master 
of  the  unquestionable  right  of  manumission;  it  is  remu- 
nerating those  who  defend  Tur  cause  with  the  privilege  of 
freedom.  Nor  should  tliis  important  subject  be  prejudiced 
with  questio'is  about  putting  the  negro  on  an  equality 
with  our  friends,  brothers,  and  fathers.  Many  of  the  sol- 
diers in  their  childhood  wero  fondled  and  nursed  by  faithful 
negro  nurses,  and  yet  no  question  of  equality  was  ever 
raised.  Muny  a  man  has  manumilted  t laves  without  ever 
being  subjected  to  the  suspicion  of  being  an  abolitionist. 

The  issues  involved  in  this  war  are  too  exalted  in  their 
importance  aud  character  for  us  to  permit  them  to  be  com- 
promised by  being  degraded  to  a  question  of  property. 
The  liberty  and  freedom  of  ourselves  aud  of  our  children, 
the  nationality  of  our  country,  the  right  of  enjoying  any 
kind  of  property,  the  houses  over  our  heads,  aud  the  very 
graves  of  our  children  aud  friends,  are  involved  in  this 
strugt'le.  Failure  makes  slaves  of  all,  wliito  and  blacic ; 
robs  all  of  jiroperty,  real  and  personal  ;  divides  our  lands 
among  our  conquerors,  who  will  plough  up  the  very  graves 
of  our  dead  as  fertilized  ground  for  making  money.  Vv'e 
Lave  in  our  midst  a  half  million  of  fighting  material  whicli 
is  property — shall  we  use  that  property  for  the  common 
cause? 

Justice  and  sound  policy  demand  that  we  make  freemen 
of  those  who  fight  for  freedom.  We  conscript  the  master 
and  we  impress  his  hors'^s,  cattle,  wheat,  and  every  other 
property  except  slaves.  Tliis  very  exception  is  an  imputa- 
tion ttiat  this  war  is  for  slavery  aud  not  for  freedom.  By 
conscripting  the  negroes  we  show  to  the  world  the  earnesl- 
aess  that  is  in  our  people ;  we  prove  to  our  euemies  that  at 
the  moment  of  our  supposed  exhaustion,  in  the  fifth  year 
of  the  war,  we  shall  meet  them  with  larger  armies  than 
we  have  before  raised  ;  and  we  explode  the  fals,.-  accusa- 
tion that  we  are  fighting  for  slavery,  or  a  slaveholders' 
Confederacy. 


There  are  those  who  doubt  whether  sound  policy 
would  trust  negroes  with  arms.  We  are  not  of  those  who 
entertain  any  fears  upon  that  subject.  Drill  and  discipline 
make  valuable  soldiers  of  Russian  serfs,  and  no  negroes 
i  1  these  States  are  so  ignorant  and  brutal  as  those  serfs. 
Between  service  with  the  Confederacy  and  with  the  Yan- 
kees, between  living  among  us  with  all  their  strong  local 
atlachnieDts,  and  going  among  strangers,  who  are  now 
openly  hiiving  and  selling  them  to  recruiting  officers,  our 
slaves  will  find  no  difficulty  in  choosing.  And,  when  once 
it  is  understood  that  ireedom  and  a  homo  in  the  South  are 
the  privileges  offered  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  while 
the  enemy  exteud  the  beggarly  hospitalities  of  Yankee 
lihilanlhropy,  not  only  will  desertion  from  our  ranks  be 
uuirequent,  but  the  drafted  negroes  of  the  Yankee  armies 
will  exchange  services. 

This  subject  addresses  itself  to  the  consideration  of  our 
people,  at  this  particular  time,  with  great  force.  The  pros- 
pect of  four  more  years  of  war  are  before  our  people  ;  the 
eucniy  will  not  even  "  parley"  with  us  without  uncondi- 
tional surrender,  the  fruits  of  which  would  be  the  confisca- 
tion of  all  property,  the  deportation  of  whole  communities, 
the  degradation  of  the  people,  and  the  domination  and 
tyranny  of  Yankee  masters.  Therecan  be  no  reconstruc- 
tion which  does  not  embrace  a  surrender  first,  which  will 
not  permit  confiscation  afterwards,  which  does  not  insure 
enslaving  the  white,  without  freeing  the  blacks. 

If  there  are  any  weak-kneed  people  who  imagine  they 
can  save  their  property  by  reconstruction,  let  them  study 
the  Shibboleth  of  all  parlies  in  the  United  States — "  No 
parley  with  rebellion  in  the  field  ;  no  compromise  with 
slavery  in  the  adjustment."  Unconditional  surrender  is 
first  demanded  before  even  a  parley.  We  are  to  lay  down 
our  arms  and  submit  to  the  kindness  of  the  Butlers,  Grants, 
Shermans,  and  Sheridans  ;  to  the  fate  of  New  Orleans,  the 
condition  of  the  Valley,  the  misery  of  Atlanta,  and,  after 
all  that  degradation,  to  give  up  all  our  slaves  ia  the  adjust- 
ment. If  there  are  any  reasons  against  extending  the  con- 
scription to  slaves,  we  should  like  to  have  them  stated ; 
but  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  whole  country 
will  agree  to  the  proposition,  and  that  at  an  early  day  the 
next  congress  will  be  called  upon  to  provide  for  it  by  kiw. 

CONFERENCE  OF  THE  GOVERNOES. 
[From  the  Richmond  Sentinel,  October  24.] 
In  another  column  we  publish  the  resolutions  adopted  at 
a  conference  of  the  Governors  of  a  number  of  the  Confed- 
erate States.  The  united  resolve  of  the  Governors  to  use 
every  effort  to  increase  the  effective  force  of  the  army ;  to 
strengthen  the  Confederate  authorities  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties;  to  consider  the  interests  of  all  the  States  as 
identical,  aud  to  favor  the  sending  of  State  troops  beyond 
the  State  limits  when  their  services  are  needed;  to  favor 
stringent  laws  for  the  arrest  by  the  State  authorities  of 
stragglers  and  deserters,  will  be  greeted  with  the  popular  n 
acclamation.  The  determined  resolve  which  they  declare 
for  themselves  and  their  constituencies,  "  to  maintain  our 
right  of  self-government,  to  establish  our  independence, 
and  to  uphold  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  States,  or 
to  perish  in  the  attempt,"  is  an  exhibition  of  the  spirit 
proper  to  their  high  positions,  and  shared  by  om-  people 
throughout  the  country. 

The  Governors  also  recommend  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment to  send  all  able-bodied  civil  employees  into  the 
field,  and  to  dispense  in  a  great  measure  with  provost  and 
post  guards.  They  furtlK^r  propose  a  course  of  action  in 
reference  to  slaves  near  the  enemy's  lines,  aud  the  employ- 
ment of  slaves  in  the  Confederate  service,  which  is  emi- 
nently proper,  and  in  accordance  with  a  giowing  sentiment 
among  the  people. 

On  the  whole,  we  trust  the  conference  of  the  Governors 
will  be  productive  of  much  good. 

THE  CONFERENCE. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi,  held  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  on  the  ITth  inst.,  Governor 
Wiliiam  Smith  presiding,  after  a  full,  free,  aud  harmonious 
consultation  and  interchange  of  counsel,  the  following, 
among  other  views,  were  expressed : 

Resolved,  That  there  is  nothing  in  the  present  aspect  of 
public  affairs  to  cause  any  abatement  of  our  zeal  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  peace 
based  on  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States.  And 
to  give  encouragement  to  our  brave  soldiers  in  the  field, 
and  to  strengthen  the  Confederate  authorities  in  the  pur- 
suit of  this  desirable  end,  we  will  use  our  best  exertions  to 
increase  the  effective  force  of  our  armies. 

Resolved,  That  the  interests  of  each  of  our  States  are 
identical  in  the  present  struggle  for  selt-government.  and 
wisdom  and  true  patriotism  dictate  that  the  military  foi'ces 
of  each  should  aid  tlio  others  against  invasion  and  subjuga- 
tion, and  for  this  purpose  we  shall  recommeud  to  our  sev- 
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eral  Legislatures  to  -repeal  all  such  laws  as  prohibit  the 
Executives  I'rom  sending  their  forces  beyond  tlieir  respective 
limits,  in  order  tliat  tliey  may  render  temporary  service 
wherever  most  urgently  required. 

Hesolved,  That,  whilst  it  is  our  purpose  to  use  every  ex- 
ertion to  increase  tlie  strength  and  efficiency  of  our  State 
and  Confederate  forces,  we  respectfully  and  earnestly  re- 
quest that  the  Confederate  authorities  will  send  to  the  field 
every  able-bodied  man,  without  exception,  in  any  of  its 
various  departments,  whose  place  can  be  filled  by  either 
disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  senior  reserves,  or  negroes, 
and  dispense  with  the  use  of  all  provost  and  post  guards, 
except  in  important  cities  and  localities  where  the  presence 
of  large  bodies  of  troops  make  them  necessary,  and  with  all 
passport  agents  uxjor.  railroads  not  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  armies,  as  v.  e  consider  these  agents  an  unnecessary 
annoyance  to  good  citizens,  and  of  uo  possible  benefit  to 
the  country. 

Jiesolved,  That  we  recommend  our  respective  Legislatures 
to  pass  stringent  laws  for  the  ai-rest  and  return  to  their 
commands  of  all  deserters  and  stragglers  from  the  Confed- 
erate armies  or  Siate  troops,  and  that  it  be  made  thespecial 
duty,  under  appropriate  penalties,  of  all  civil  and  military 
officers  to  arrest  and  deliver  to  the  proper  authorities  all 
such  delint^uents. 

And  whereas  the  public  enemy,  having  proclaimed  the 
freedom  of  our  slaves,  are  forcing  into  their  armies  the 
able-bodied  portion  thereof,  the  more  effectually  to  wage 
their  cruel  and  bloody  war  against  us  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  true  policy  and  obvious  duty  of 
all  slave  owners  timely  to  remove  their  slaves  from  the  line 
of  the  enemy's  approach,  and  especially  those  able  to  bear 
arms ;  and  when  they  shall  I'ail  to  do  so,  that  it  should  be 
made  the  duty  of  the  proper  authorities  to  enforce  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty,  and  to  give  to  such  owners  all  neces- 
sai'y  assistance  as  far  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  the  course  of  the  enemy,  in  appropriating 
our  slaves  who  happen  to  fall  into  their  hands  to  purposes 
of  war,  seems  to  justify  a  change  of  policy  on  our  part ; 
and  whilst  ownei-s  of  slaves,  under  the  circumstances, 
should  freely  yield  them  to  their  country,  we  recommend 
to  oin-  authorities,  under  proper  regulations,  to  appropwate 
such  part  of  them  to  the  public  service  as  may  b<!  required. 

Resolved,  That  the  States  have  a  right  to  export  such 
productions  and  to  import  such  supplies  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  State  use,  or  for  the  comlort  or  support  of  their 
troops  in  service,  upon  any  vessel  or  vessels  owned  or  char- 
tered by  them ;  and  that  we  request  Congress  at  its  next 
session  to  puss  laws  removing  all  restrictions  which  have 
been  imposed  by  Coniederate  authority  upon  such  exports 
or  imports  by  the  States. 

And,  lastly,  wo  deem  it  not  inappropriate  to  declare  our 
firm  and  unalterable  purpose,  as  we  believe  it  to  bo  that  of 
our  fellow-eitizens,  to  maintain  our  ri-ght  of  self-govern- 
ment, to  estuldish  our  independence,  and  to  uphold  the 
rights  ami  sovereignty  of  the  States,  or  to  perish  in  the 
attempt. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  be  requested  to  send  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  his  E.xcellency  President  Davis,  one 
each  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  SiJeaker  of  the 
House  of  Itepresentatives,  to  be  laid  before  their  respective 
Dodies,  and  one  to  the  Governor  of  each  State  in  the  Con- 
federacy. 

The  Richmond  Win';;,  of  the  24th,  thus  com- 
ments upon  the  above: 

THE    GOVERNORS    IN    COUNCIL. 

The  Governors  of  several  of  our  States  have  been  in  con- 
sultation in  Georgia,  and  have  agreed  in  making  a  number 
of  recommendations  to  Congress,  the  Conlederate  Execu- 
tive, and  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  the  adop- 
tion of  which,  it  is  thought,  will  promote  the  cause  in 
which  each  of  these  States  liave  so  vitid  an  interest.  There 
does  not  ajipear  to  have  been  any  discord  or  diversity  of 
opinion  in  this  conference;  and,  indeed,  it  may  be  said 
there  is  no  difference  among  our  people,  except  in  some 
matters,  as  to  the  wisdom  with  which  the  means  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  authorities  are  employed. 

The  paramount  question  with  all — the  one  question — is, 
how  can  the  power  of  the  Confederacy  be  mo.st  efficiently 
and  successfully  employed  for  the  defence  and  deliverance 
of  the  Confederacy  't  AH  agree  that  its  entire  military  re- 
sources, to  the  last  man  and  the  last  dollar  if  needed,  must 
b«  thrown  into  the  struggle.  No  one  thinks  of  tinning 
back,  or  so  much  us  looking  back,  till  the  work  is  finished. 
No  one  dreams  of  any  adjustment  that  would  compromise 
our  independence.  Libeny  or  death  is  the  language  and 
purpose  of  all.  With  such  a  resolve  animating  the  whole 
body  of  otu-  peo]ile,  armies,  authorities,  and  citizens,  sub- 
jugation is  impossiblo. 


LETTER  OF  ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS  ON  PEACE. 

Crawfoedsville,  Ga.,  September  22, 1864. 

Gentlemen  :  You  will  please  excuse  me  for  not  answer- 
ing your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  sooner.  I  have  been 
absent  nearly  a  week  on  a  visit  to  my  brother  in  Sparta, 
who  has  been  quite  out  of  health  for  some  time.  Your 
letter  I  found  here  on  my  return  home  yesterday.  Tha 
delay  of  my  reply  thus  occasioned  I  regret. 

Without  further  explanation  or  apology  allow  me  now  to 
say  to  you  that  no  person  living  can  possibly  feel  a  more 
ardent  desire  for  an  end  to  be  put  to  this  unnatural  and 
merciless  war  upon  honorable  and  just  terms  than  I  do. 
But  I  really  do  not  see  that  it  is  in  my  power  or  yours,  or  that 
of  any  number  of  persons  iu  our  position,  to  inaugurate 
any  movement  that  will  even  tend  to  aid  in  bringing  about 
a  result  that  we  and  so  many  more  desire. 

The  movement  by  our  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Executive,  on  this  subject,  was  by 
authority  properly  constituted  lor  such  a  purpose.  That 
movement,  in  my  judgment,  v/as  timely,  judicious,  and  in 
the  right  chrection.  Nor  has  it  been  without  results.  The 
organizati(m  of  that  party  at  the  North  to  which  you  reler 
may  justly  be  claimed  as  a  part  of  the  fruits  of  it.  These, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  followed  by  others  of  a  more 
marked  character,  if  all  in  both  sections  who  sincerely  de- 
sire peace  upon  correct  terms  will  give  that  ■  movement 
thus  inaugurated  all  the  aid  in  their  power. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Georgia  Legislature,  at  its  last 
session,  upon  the  subject  of  peace,  in  my  judgment,  embo- 
died and  set  forth  very  clearly  those  principles  upon  which 
alone  there  can  be  permanent  peace  between  the  different 
sections  of  this  extensive,  once  happy  and  prosperous,  but 
now  distracted  country. 

Easy  and  perfect  solution  to  all  present  troubles,  and 
those  far  more  grievous  ones  which  loom  in  prospect,  and 
portentously  threaten  in  the  coming  future,  is  nothing  more 
than  the  simple  recognition  of  the  fundamental  principle 
and  truth  upon  which  all  American  constitutiouai  liberty 
is  founded,  and  upon  the  maintenance  of  which  alone  it  can 
be  preserved — that  is,  the  sovereignty,  the  ultimate,  abso- 
lute sovereignty,  of  the  States.  This  doctrine  our  Legis- 
lature announced  to  the  people  of  the  North  and  to  the 
world.  It  is  the  only  key-note  to  peace — permanent,  last- 
ing peace — consistent  with  the  security  of  the  public  lib- 
erty. 

The  old  Confederation  was  formed  upon  this  principle. 
The  old  Union  was  afterwards  formed  upon  this  printii)le. 
No  league  can  ever  be  formed  or  maintained  between  any 
State,  North  or  South,  securing  public  liberty,  upon  any 
other  principle.  The  whole  framework  of  American  in- 
stitutions, which  in  so  short  a  time  had  won  the  admiration 
of  the  worlit,  and  to  which  we  were  indebted  for  such  an 
unpan:lleled  career  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  was  formed 
upon  this  princijile.  All  our  present  troubles  sprung  from 
a  departure  from  this  i)rinciple,  from  a  violation  of  thia 
essential  law  of  our  political  organization. 

In  1770  our  ancestors,  and  the  ancestors  of  those  who 
are  waging  this  unholy  crusade  against  us,  together  pro- 
claimed the  great  and  eternal  truth  for  the  maintenance  of 
which  they  jointly  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  sacred  honor,  that  governments  are  instituted 
amongst  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  consent 
of  the  governed,  and  that  whenever  any  form  of  govern- 
ment becomes  destructive  of  those  ends  for  which  it  was 
formed,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it 
and  institute  a  new  Government,  laying  its  foundations  on 
such  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  a  form 
as  to  them  ma}'  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and 
happiness. 

It  is  needless  here  to  state  that  by  "people  "  and  "gov- 
erned," in  this  annunciation,  is  meant  communities  and 
bodies  of  men  capable  of  organizing  and  maintaining  a 
government,  not  individual  members  of  society.  The  con- 
sent of  the  governed  refers  to  the  will  of  the  mass  of  the 
community  or  State  iu  its  organized  form,  and  expressed 
through  its  legitimate  and  propeily  constituted  organs.  It 
was  upon  this  principle  the  Colonists  stood  justified  before 
the  world  in  eli'ecting  their  separation  from  the  mother 
country.  It  was  upon  this  principle  that  the  original  thir- 
teen co-equal  and  co-sovereign  States  formed  the  Federal 
compact  of  the  old  Union  in  1787.  It  is  upon  the  name 
principle  that  the  present  co-equal  and  co-sovereign 
States  of  our  Confederacy  formed  their  new  compact  of 
Union. 

The  idea  that  the  old  Union  or  any  Union  between  sov- 
ereign States,  consistently  with  this  fundamenfcil  truth,  can 
be  maintained  by  force  is  preposterous.  This  war  springs 
from  an  attempt  to  do  this  preposterous  thing.  Superior 
power  may  compel  a  Union  of  some  sort,  but  it  would  not 
be  the  Union  of  the  old  Constitution  or  of  our  new.  It 
would  be  tliat  sort  of  Union  that  results  from  despotism. 

The  subjugation  of  the  people  of  the  South  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North  would  necessarily  involve  the  destruction 
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of  the  Constitn^ion,  and  the  overthrow  of  their  liberties  as 
well  as  ours.  The  men  or  party  at  the  North,  to  whom 
you  rcft'r.  who  favor  peace,  mti^t  be  brought  to  a  full  re- 
aliz-itiou  of  this  truth  iu  all  its  bearings  before  their  eflbrts 
will  result  in  much  practical  good.  Any  peace  growing  out 
ot  a  union  of  States  established  by  force  will  be  as  ruinous 
to  thfrm  a-  to  us. 

The  action  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  so  far  as  its  plat- 
form of  principles  goes,  presents,  as  I  liave  t^aidon  another 
occasion,  a  ray  of  light,  which,  uniier  Providence,  may 
prove  the  dawn  of  day  to  this  long  and  cheerless  night, 
the  first  ray  of  light  I  have  seen  from  the  North  since  tlie 
war  began.  This  cheers  the  heart,  and  towards  it  I  could 
almost  exclaim,  "Hail!  holy  light, ofl'spring  of  Heaven,  first 
born  of  tlie  eternal  co-eternal  beam.  May  I  exiiresa  thee 
unblamed,  since  Go  1  is  li.ht."  Indeed,  1  could  have  quite 
BO  exclaimed,  but  for  the  sad  reflection  that  whether  it 
shall  bring  healing  in  its  beams  or  be  lost  in  a  dark  and 
ominous  eclipse  ere  its  good  work  be  done,  depends  so  much 
npon  the  action  of  others  who  may  not  regard  it  and  view 
it  as  I  du.  So  at  best  it  is  but  a  ray,  a  small  and  tremu- 
lous ray,  enough  only  to  gladden  the  heart  and  quicken  the 
Lope. 

The  prominent  and  leading  idea  of  that  Convention 
seems  to  have  been  a  desire  to  reach  a  peaceful  adjustment 
of  our  present  dhhculties  and  strife  through  the  medium  of 
a  convocation  of  the  States.  Thej-  propose  to  suspend  hos- 
tilities, to  see  what  can  be  done,if  anything,  by  negotiations 
of  some  sort.  Thisi^  one  step  in  the  right  (Urection.  To 
ench  a  convention  of  the  States  I  should  have  no  objection, 
as  a  peaceful  conference  and  interchange  ol  views  between 
equal  and  soTer«ign  Powers,  just  as  the  Convention  of  1787 
was  called  and  a.«sembled.  The  proper  constituted  author- 
ities at  Washington  and  Richmond,  the  duly  authorized 
representatives  of  the  two  confederacies  of  States  now 
at  war  with  each  other,  might  give  their  a.ssent  to  such  a 
proposition.  Good  might  result  from  it.  It  would  be  an 
appeal  on  both  sides  from  the  sword  to  reason  and  justice. 
All  wars  which  do  not  result  in  the  extinction  and  exter- 
mination on  one  side  or  the  other  must  be  ended  sooner  or 
later  by  some  sort  of  negotiation. 

From  the  discussion  or  interchange  of  views  in  such  a 
Convention,  the  history  as  well  as  the  true  nature  of  our 
institutions,  and  the  relation  of  the  States  towards  each 
other  and  towards  the  Federal  head,  would  doubtless  bo 
much  Ixtter  understood  generally  than  they  now  are ;  but 
I  should  favor  such  a  proposition  oidy  as  a  peaceful  confer- 
ence, as  the  Convention  of  17S7  was.  I  should  be  opposed 
to  leaving  the  question  at  issue  to  the  absolute  decision  of 
euch  a  body.  Delegates  might  be  clothed  with  powers  to 
consult  and  agree,  if  they  could,  upon  some  plan  of  adjust- 
ment, to  be  submitted  for  subsequent  ratification  by  the 
sovereign  States  whom  it  affected,  before  it  should  be  obli- 
gatory or  binding,  and  then  binding  only  on  such  as  should 
80  ratify  it.  It  becomes  the  people  of  the  South  as .  well  as 
the  people  of  the  North  to  be  quite  as  watchful  and  jealous 
of  their  rights  as  their  common  ancestors  were.  The  main- 
tenance of  liberty  in  all  ages,  times,  and  countries,  when 
and  where  it  has  existed,  has  required  not  only  const:int 
vigilance  and  jealousy,  but  it  has  often  required  the  great- 
est privations  and  sufferings  and  sacrifices  that  people  of 
States  are  ever  subjected  to.  Through  such  an  ordeal  we 
are  now  pissing.  Through  a  like  and  even  a  severer  ordeal 
our  ancestors  passed  in  their  struggle  for  the  principles 
which  it  has  devolved  upon  us  thus  to  defend  and  main- 
tiiin. 

But,  great  as  our  sufferings  and  saciifices  have  been 
and  are.  to  which  you  allude,  they  are  as  yet  far  short 
of  the  like  sufferings  and  sacrifices  which  our  fathers  bore 
•with  patience,  courage  and  fortitu  le  in  the  crisis  that  tried 
men's  souls  iu  their  day.  These  are  the  virtues  that  sus- 
tained them  in  their  hour  ot  need.  Their  Illustrious  and 
glorious  example  bids  us  not  to  under-estimate  the  price- 
less inheritance  they  achieved  for  usat  such  acostoftreasure 
and  blood.  Great  as  are  the  odds  we  are  struggling  against, 
they  are  not  greater  than  those  against  which  they  success- 
fully struggled.  In  point  of  reverses  our  condition  is  not 
to  be  compared  with  theirs.  Should  Mobile,  Savannah, 
Chai-leston.  Augusta,  Macon,  Montgomery,  and  even  Peters- 
burg and  Richmond  fall,  our  condition  would  not  then  be 
worse  or  less  hopeful  than  theirs  was  in  the  darkest  hour 
that  rested  on  their  fortunes.  With  wisdom  on  the  part  of 
those  who  control  our  destiny  in  the  Cabinet  and  in  the 
field,  in  liusbanding  and  properly  wielding  our  resources  at 
their  comninnd,  and  in  securing  the  hearts  and  affections  of 
the  peopb'  in  the  great  cause  of  right  and  liberty  for  which 
■we  are  struggling,  wo  could  suffer  all  their  losses  and  ca- 
lamities, .mil  greater  even,  and  still  triumph  in  the  end. 

At  present,  iiowever,  I  do  not  see,  as  I  stated  in  the  out- 
BPt,  that  you  or  I,  or  any  number  of  persons  in  our  position, 
can  do  anything  towards  inaugurating  any  new  movement 
looking  to  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  present  strite.  The  war 
on  our  part  is  fairly  and  entirely  defensive  in  its  character. 
How  long  it  will  continue  to  be  thus  wickeiUy  and  merci- 


lessly waged  against  ns  depends  npon  the  people  of  the 
North.  Georgia,  our  own  State,  to  whom  we  owe  allegiance 
has  with  great  unanimity  proclaimed  the  principles  upon 
wliich  a  just  and  permanent  peace  ought  to  be  sought  and 
obtained.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  has  fol- 
lowed with  an  endorsement  of  these  principles.  All  you 
and  I,  and  others  in  our  position,  therefore,  can  do  on  that 
line  at  this  time  is  to  sustain  the  movement  already  inan- 
rated,  and,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  to  hold  up  these 
principles  as  the  surest  hope  of  restoring  soundness  to  the 
public  mind  of  the  North,  as  the  brazen  gerjient  was  held 
up  for  the  healing  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness.  The  chief 
aid  and  encouragement  we  can  give  the  peace  party  at  the 
North  is  to  keep  before  them  these  great  fundamental  prin- 
ciples and  truths,  wliich  alone  will  lead  them  and  us  to  per- 
manent and  lasting  peace,  with  possession  and  enjoyment 
of  constitutional  liberty.  With  these  principles  once  re- 
cognized, the  future  would  take  care  of  itself,  and  there 
would  Ije  no  more  war  so  long  as  they  should  be  adhered 
to.  All  questions  of  boundaries,  confederacies,  and  union 
or  unions  would  naturally  and  easily  adjust  themselves, 
according  to  the  interests  of  parties  and  the  exigencies  of 
the  times.  Here  lies  the  true  law  of  the  balance  of  power 
and  the  harmony  of  States. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

LETTER  FEOM    WILLIAM    W.   BOTCE  ON    PEACE. 

WiNSBORO,  S.  C,  Sept.  29, 1864. 
His  Excellency  Jeffehson  Davis  : 

Sir  :  The  Democratic  party  of  the  United  States,  in  their 
recent  convention  at  Chicago,  resolved  that  if  they  attained 
power  they  would  agree  to  an  armistice  and  a  convention 
of  all  the  States,  to  consider  the  subject  of  peace.  I  think 
that  action  demands  a  favorable  response  from  our  Gov- 
ernment. Yen  are  the  only  person  who  can  make  that  re- 
sponse, because  our  Congress  does  not  meet  until  after  the 
time  appointed  f  jr  the  Presidential  election.  If  our  Con- 
gress met  in  time  I  should  propose  the  action  I  desire 
taken  to  that  body,  and  submit  to  its  judgment  my  arg^i- 
ment;  but  as  that  opportunity  does  not  occur,  I  have  no 
alternative  but  to  remain  silent,  or  address  myself  to  you. 
I  cannot,  consistently  with  my  ideas  of  duty,  remain  silent. 
I  therefore  address  myself  to  you.  We  are  waging  war  to 
obtain  a  satisfactory  peace.  By  a  satisfactory  peace,  1  mean 
a  peace  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions. By  a  satisfactory  peace,  I  do  not  mean  that  cessar 
tion  of  hostilities  which  might,  after  a  protracted  contest, 
result  from  the  exhaustion  of  the  belligerents,  whereby 
the  sword  would  fall  from  their  nerveless  hands,  their 
hearts  a  prey  to  the  furies.  Such  a  peace  as  that  would  be 
but  a  hollow  truce,  in  which  each  party  would  be  inces- 
santly preparing  for  a  new,  final  and  decisive  struggle. 
The  peace  which  I  mean  is  a  peace  which  reconciles  the 
interests  and  the  feelings  of  the  belligerents;  a  peace,  in 
short,  which  restores  h  irmony.  Unless  we  can  obtain  such 
a  peace  as  this,  our  republican  institutions  totter  to  their 
fall,  and  we  become  the  subjects  of  a  military  despotism. 
Every  government  must  exist ;  that  is  the  law  of  its  being. 
If  it  is  attacked  by  a  great  force  it  must  bring  a  propor- 
tionately great  force  to  ifs  defence.  If  its  form  is  such  aa 
not  to  furnish  military  strength  to  the  full  extent  of  its 
means,  it  must  disregard  that  form.  Tiie  republican  form, 
especially  the  form  of  a  Confederacy  of  free  States,  is  not 
the  best  adapted  for  war.  In  fact,  it  is  a  peace  establish- 
ment. The  form  best  adapted  for  war  is  a  national  mili- 
tary despotism.  The  Ilepuldic  at  war  is  gradually  passing 
into  military  despotism.  As  the  war  continues  and  the 
presstire  of  its  enenues  increases,  this  transition  is  accelerar 
ted.  A  Republic  forced  to  the  wall  by  a  powerful  enemy 
must  end  in  despotism.  If  wo  turn  our  eyes  to  Europe  we 
find  only  two  n.itions  with  free  institutions,  Great  Britain 
and  Switzerland.  Why  is  this?  The  reason  is  obvious. 
The  necessity  of  being  constantly  in  the  highest  state  of 
preparation  for  war  compels  every  country  to  tbe  utmost 
development  of  its  military  strength.  Aljsolute  govern- 
ment is  a  part  of  that  state  of  preparation,  and  therefore 
absolute  government  is  the  ordinary  condition.  If  there 
were  no  other  obstacle  to  France  being  a  republic,  the  im- 
mense stanrUng  armies  she  is  compelled  to  keep  constantly 
under  arms  would  be  conclusive.  France  is  compelled  to 
keep  six  hundred  thousand  men  always  in  arms.  France  is 
obliged,  therefore,  to  be  what  she  is,  a  military  despotism. 
Take  the  case  of  Prussia  in  the  celebrated  seven  years'  war. 
Suppose  her  institutions  had  been  liberal,  what  would  have 
been  the  result  ?  Frederick  the  Gre.at  would  either  have 
had  to  abandon  the  struggle,  or  seize  all  power.  Nothing 
but  absolute  power  in  the  hands  of  Frederick  enabled  him 
to  come  fortli  victorious  from  the  contest.  He  sacrificed 
everything  else  in  Prussia  to  the  one  idea  of  military 
strength.  As  Prussia  had  no  natural  defences,  and  was 
greatly  inferior  in  strength  to  the  other  great  powers,  it 
was  necessary  to  give  exclusive  development  to  the  military 
idea;  this  Frederick  did.    As  Macaulay  said,  he  made  Pnis- 
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8ia  "  all  sting."  This  was  logical  In  Fredorick.  To  save 
Prussia  it  was  necessary  to  give  her  the  maximum  of  mili- 
tary strength ;  he  did  this.  Prussia  still  has  a  place  on  the 
map.  but  lie  made  no  effort  to  save  liberty.  Frederick 
found  Prussia  an  absolute  monarchy ;  ho  left  it  an  en- 
trenched camp.  Liberty  was  never  thought  of.  It  is  im- 
possible in  her  condition.  If  Prussia,  with  her  excellent 
population,  were  at  a  vast  distance  fi'om  where  she  is,  and 
protected  Iiy  oceans  and  mountains,  she  might  be  a  repub- 
lic ;  but  where  she  is,  it  is  impossible.  On  tlie  continent  of 
Europe  no  State  can  exist  with  free  institutions,  because 
the  form  of  government  milst  be  such  as  furnishes  the 
greatest  amount  of  military  strength.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
said  that  Switzerland  contradicts  my  theory.  I  reply  that 
Switzerland  is  an  exceptional  case — a  few  nests  of  poor 
people  buried  in  remote  valleys,  surrounded  by  inaccessible 
mountains :  they  are  not  worth  conquering.  Besides,  the 
mutu;d  jealousy  of  the  great  powers  is  their  real  safeguard. 
England  is  the  only  free  and  great  power  in  Europe.  This 
is  owing  to  her  insular  position.  The  ocean'  is  the  divine 
charter  of  her  freedom.  If  notliing  but  a  surveyor's  line 
separated  England  from  France,  England  would  be  a  mili- 
tary despotism  as  Franco  is.  No  country  can  be  free  which 
has  to  sleep  with  her  hand  on  her  sword. 

But  why  resort  to  general  reasoning  and  the  condition  of 
European  nations  to  prove  what  I  have  asserted,  when  the 
proof  stares  us  in  the  face  in  the  example  of  our  own  coun- 
try. We  see  it  in  every  sight ;  we  feel  it  in  every  emotion ; 
we  hear  it  in  every  sound.  When  our  present  Government 
was  estalrlicihed,  everything  possible  was  done  in  the  inter- 
est of  State  rights,  every  conceivable  guarantee  was  taken 
f(  ir  individual  freedom — as  little  as  possible  was  conceded 
to  the  Federal  Government.  The  Federal  Government  was 
"  cabined,  cribbed,  confined,"  "  hedged  in  by  saucy  doubts 
and  fears."  The  school  of  extreme  State  rights  were  at 
work  framing  a  Constitution  for  a  Federal  Government, 
with  the  accumulated  suspicions  of  seventy  years.  They 
did  their  work  well.  The  problem  to  be  solved  was  the 
framing  of  a  Federal  Government,  with  the  minimum  of 
li»)wer  to  function.  I  thought  at  the  time  it  was  useless 
labor,  because  I  conceived,  in  the  humility  of  my  judgment, 
that  the  constitution  of  a  country  was  that  which  its  neces- 
fiities  pointed  out,  and  that  you  could  not  in  advance  say 
what  would  be  the  necessities  of  a  Confederacy  exposed  to 
pirpetual  war  with  a  neighboring  power  of  superior  force. 
But  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  were  not  deterred  by 
any  such  considerations  as  these  from  their  work.  They 
established  their  Confederacy,  guarded  and  limited  in  the 
interests  of  the  rights  of  the  separate  States  as  much  as 
possible.  Well,  we  have  been  at  war  not  quite  four  years, 
and  what  is  the  result?  Is  not  our  Federal  Government  in 
the  exercise  of  every  possible  power  of  a  national  central 
military  despotism  ?  Suppose  there  were  no  States,  only 
jirovinces,  and  unlimited  power  was  conferred  upon  you 
au'l  Congress — what  greater  powers  would  you  exercise 
than  you  do  now?  Have  wc  not  carried  conscription  to  its 
livst  limits  ?  Is  not  every  man  in  the  country  batween 
17  and  50  subject  to  military  authority?  None  are  exempt 
except  upon  considerations  of  public  interest.  Have  we 
not  been  compelled  to  lay  direct  taxes  in  the  very  teeth  of 
the  theory  of  the  Constitution?  Have  we  not  issued  such 
vast  amounts  of  paper  money  as  to  unsettle  all  valuu?  Have 
we  not  comijelUd  the  holders  of  our  paper  money  to  fund 
it,  or  lose  oue-thii'd?  Have  we  notseized  all  the  nulroads? 
Have  we  not  destroyed  railroads  and  built  others  ?  Have 
we  not  established  a  universal  system  of  impressment  of 
property,  at  our  own  prices,  in  our  own  money  ?  Have  we 
not  established  a  Government  monopoly  of  the  exportations 
of  the  great  staples  of  the  country  ?  Have  we  not  forbid- 
den the  importation  of  luxuries?  Have  we  not  compelled 
those  whom  we  permit  to  remain  at  home  to  execute  bonds 
to  furnish  their  products  to  us  at  our  prices?  Have  we  not 
suspended  ihowrituf liabeasayrpus ^  Havewenotintroduced 
tile  passport  system,  which  we  used  to  think  belonged  to 
the  ii'on  despotism  of  Europe  ?  In  short,  has  not  our  Federal 
Government  done  everything  that  a  centralized  military  des- 
potism could  do?  Indeed,  if  you  were  appointed  Military 
Dictator,  what  greater  powers  could  you  exercise  than  you 
uow  do  ?  I  allude  to  these  things  not  to  complain  of  them,  but 
to  lament  them.  If  you  tell  me  they  are  necessary,  I  reply 
that  is  precisely  my  argument.  My  argument  assumes  and 
requires  that  necessity.  It  is  jjlain  that  ourGovernment  ex- 
ercises the  powers  of  a  central  despotism.  I  blame  no  one 
for  it.  I  am  sure  those  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  gladly  have  it  otherwise;  but  necessity  com- 
pels the  course  they  have  taken.  But  I  shall  be  told,  per- 
haps, this  necessity  is  limited  to  the  war,  and  when  peace 
returns  we  will  go  back  to  our  old  state  of  liberty.  That 
depends  upon  the  kind  of  peace.  A  peace  without  reconcili- 
ation carries  in  his  bosom  the  seeds  of  new  wars.  This  armed 
peace  and  its  otTspring,  war,  would  fasten  upon  us  perma- 
ii.'ntly  a  central  military  despotism.  It  is  common  to  bear  it 
said  that  the  United  States  have  gone  into  despotisr:..  If 
80,  then  it  13  a  very  sad  truth  for  us,  for  that  would  develop 


their  maximum  military  power,  and  wonld,  of  course,  neces- 
sitate the  same  thing  in  the  same  way  on  our  part.  The 
truth  is,  we  are  vitally  interested  in  the  preservation  of  free 
institutions  in  the  Northern  States,  because  the  people  of 
the  United  States  will  not  only  make  their  institutions,  but 
they  will  make  ours.  If  they  acquire  their  m.iximum  mili- 
tary strength  by  going  into  despotism,  wo  must  do  the  same, 
just  as  if  they  were  to  originate  new  and  overpoweringly 
destructive  modes  of  warfare,  we  would  have  to  resort  to 
the  same  or  be  overwhelmed.  Some  persons  of  intelligenca 
concede  that  the  Northern  people  have  gone  into  despotism, 
but  ridicule  the  idea  of  such  a  calamity  befalling  us.  To 
such  I  would  reply,  we  are  but  human  beings,  not  gods, 
and  we  are  acted  upon  by  necessity  as  other  people.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  Government  at  Washington  has  not  dared  to 
exercise  power  on  the  grand  scale  that  our  Government  haa> 
The  Lincoln  Government  has  not  ventured  to  resort  to  an 
effective  conscription;  it  has  not  resorted  to  taxation  as  we 
have;  it  has  no  tax  in  kind;  it  does  not  prohibit  imports; 
it  does  not  monopolize  the  exports  ;  it  does  not  rely  on  im- 
pressments. It  plays  the  tyi-ant,  but  it  hesitates  to  seize 
the  sceptre. 

I  think  I  have  established  mj'  proposition,  that  onr  Re- 
publican institutions  are  lost  unless  we  have  a  peace  accom- 
panied by  harmony  with  the  North.  The  great  question  for 
us  then  is,  how  are  wo  to  obtain  such  a  peace  ? 

Before  I  consider  this  question,  I  would  call  your  attei»- 
tion  to  this  fact,  that  the  peace  we  are  to  make  with  the 
North  is  to  be  made  by  us  and  the  North  alone.  There  is 
no  probabiUty  of  any  foreign  intervention ;  by  that  I  mean 
any  armed  interference  in  our  behalf.  The  peace  between 
the  North  and  the  South,  when  it  comes,  must  come,  then, 
by  the  action  of  these  parties  alone.  Foreign  Powers  will 
not  interfere.  The  question  then  is,  how  are  these  bellig- ' 
erent  States,  now  so  fiercely  engaged,  to  obtain  this  peace 
with  reconciliation,  which  I  have  said  is  necessary  to  pre- 
serve their  Republican  form  of  government  ?  It  is  a  great 
question.     I  now  approach  it. 

I  admit  in  the  first  place  that  a  successful  military  de- 
fence is  indispensable.  Without  that  nothing  can  be  anti- 
cipated but  utter  ruin.  But  is  this  all?  I  think  not.  There 
is  something  over  and  above  success  in  war.  That  is  polit- 
ical policy.  If  Mr.  Lincoln  remains  in  power,  there  is  no 
hope  of  accomplishing  anything  by  political  policy.  Sir. 
Lincoln  is  the  exponent  of  the  fanaticism  and  hatred  of  the 
North.  Ho  holds  power  because  ho  is  the  exponent  of  these 
sentiments  of  his  party ;  in  order  to  be  master  of  others  he 
has  to  be  their  slave.  He  cannot  be  rational  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  because  ho  represents  madmen;  he  cannot 
exercise  what  Burke  calls  the  truest  political  wisdom,  mag- 
nanimity, because  ho  represents  malignants.  Besides,  Mr. 
Lincoln  is  committed  by  his  past  career  to  the  most  \iolont 
course.  If  ho  had  been  a  statesman  when  he  became  Pres- 
ident, he  could,  by  a  wise  policy,  have  restored  harmony. 
But  in  that  gieat  crisis,  wlien  statesmanship  could  have 
accomplished  so  much,  he  used  no  efforts  to  harmonize, 
but  yielded  himself  up  a  mere  instrument  of  the  foolish 
inob,  as  if  statesmanship  came  from  below  upwards.  Mr. 
Wni.  II.  Seward,  by  his  speeches  nuide  in  the  winter  of 'CO, 
showed  that  he  comprehended  the  policy  of  conciliation, 
but  justat  tho  moment  when  it  became  necessary  to  put 
in  force  his  fine  nvixims,  he  found  no  use  for  them.  Mr. 
Lincoln's  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  his  emancipation 
policy,  the  license  he  gave  his  armies  to  commit  the  great- 
est outrages,  shows  that  he  relies  on  nothing  but  force.  I 
confess,  therefore,  I  have  no  hope  of  Mr.  Lincoln  as  a  p.v 
cificator.  I  should  iis  soon  have  selected  Charles  IX  to 
pacify  the  Huguenots  after  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew. But  fortunately  Mr.  Lincoln  and  those  ho  represents 
are  not  all  of  the  North.  There  is  a  powerful  party  there 
which  condemns  his  policy.  That  party  is  rational  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.  It  represents  whatever  of  amity  or 
conservatism  is  loft  at  the  North.  This  party  proposes  that 
the  war  sliall  ceaae,  at  least  temporarily,  and  that  all  tho 
States  should  meet  in  amicable  council,  to  make  peace  if 
possible.  This  is  the  most  imposing  demonstration  in  favor 
of  peace  made  at  the  North  since  the  war  broke  out.  I 
think  our  only  hojie  of  a  satisfactory  peace,  one  consistent 
with  tho  preservation  of  free  institutions,  is  in  thesuiirem- 
acy  of  this  party  at  some  time  or  other.  Our  policy,  l!u**- 
fore,  is  to  give  this  party  all  the  capital  we  can.  You  should, 
therefore,  at  once,  in  my  opinion,  give  this  party  all  the  en- 
couragement possible,  by  declaring  your  willingness  to  an 
armistice,  and  a  convention  of  all  the  States  in  their  sov- 
ereign capacity,  to  enter  upon  the  subject  of  peace.  Th.e 
theory  upon  which  this  party  goes  is,  that  we  are  willing 
to  cease  hostilities,  at  least  temporarily,  and  meet  in  coun- 
cil to  attain  peace  if  possible.  Tho  theory  upon  which  Mr. 
Lincoln  goes  is,  that  there  is  no  use  to  attempt  any  nego- 
tiation with  us;  that  the  sword  is  tho  only  possible  arbiter. 
Our  policy  is  to  show  that  tho  theory  of  tho  Chicago  plat- 
form is  the  true  one.  To  put  this  matter  in  another  light, 
let  us  a.sk  the  question,  what  is  the  policy  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
widLic4  us  to  pursue  ?    Of  uouiiic  he  wi:iliiis  us  to  vuiii'>'  hL) 
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theory  and  falsify  the  opposite  theory.  He  wishes  us  to 
treat  the  advances  of  the  Chicago  Convontion  with  con- 
tempt. He  wishes  to  be  able  to  say  to  the  Northern 
people,  "see,  the  Government  of  Richmond  tramples  upon 
youi' tenders  of  peaceful  negotiation ;  McClellan  could  ac- 
complish nothing  by  negotiation;  war  is  all  that  is  left; 
don't  remove  me,  I  am  carrying  that  on  with  especial  zeal." 
When  we  know  what  Mr.  Lincoln  wants  us  to  do,  then  we 
know  very  certainly  what  he  ought  to  do. 

It  may  be  said,  the  proposed  convocation  of  the  States  is 
unconstitutional.  To  this  I  reply,  we  can  amend  the  Con- 
fititution.  It  may  be  further  objected  that  to  meet  the 
Northern  States  in  convention  is  to  abandon  our  present 
fjrm  of  Government.  But  this  no  more  follows  than  that 
their  meeting  us  implies  an  abandonment  of  their  form  of 
Government.  A  Congress  of  the  States  in  their  sovereign 
capacity  is  the  liighest  acknowledgment  of  the  principles 
of  State  rights.  This  imposing  assemblage  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  best,  while  it  is  the  most  august  tribunal  to 
which  the  great  question  of  peace  could  possibly  be  re- 
ferred. Imagine  tliis  grand  council  of  States  in  the  act  of 
convening,  after  the  people,  everywhere  in  peaceful  posses- 
sion of  the  right  to  elect  their  ambassadors,  had  done  so. 
"What  a  sublime  spectacle  it  would  present !  There  would 
be  nothing  to  compare  with  it  iu  moral  grandeur,  in  an- 
cient or  modern  times.  The  friends  of  humanity  and  pro- 
gress and  civilization,  and  all  Christians  in  every  land, 
would  rejoice  at  the  spectacle,  and  millions  in  every  clime, 
the  good  everywhere,  wcmld  mingle  their  prayers  in  all 
tongues  for  an  auspicious  issue  to  these  great  deliberations. 
The  question  rests  with  you ;  the  responsibility  is  with  you ; 
the  consequences  will  be  with  your  country.  You  and  Mr. 
Lincoln  can  never  make  peace.  You  may  traverse  iudeh- 
nitely  the  same  bloody  circles  you  have  been  moving  in  for 
the  last  four  years,  but  you  will  never  approach  any  nearer 
than  you  now  are.  Your  only  hope  of  peace  is  iu  the  as- 
cendancy of  the  conservative  party  Noi  th.  Fortify  that 
party  if  you  can  by  victories,  but  do  not  neglect  diplomacy. 
It  was  the  boast  of  Philip,  the  great  king,  that  he  gained 
more  cities  by  his  policy  than  by  his  arms.  A  weak  power, 
engaged  with  a  stronger,  must  make  up  iu  sagacity  for 
what  it  lacks  in  physical  force,  otherwise  the  monuments 
of  its  glorj-  become  the  tomb  of  its  nationahty. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  1  remain  your 
fellow-citizen, 

WILLIAM  W.  BOYCE. 

lETTER   FROM   HERSCHEL  V.  JOHNSON    ON    PEACE. 

Sandy  Grote,  neas,  Bartow  P.  0.,  Ga.,  Sept.  25, 18t>4. 

Gestlejien  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.  w;us  received 
several  days  ago.  I  have  taken  time  to  considfer  the  object 
which  it  proposes — "  the  inauguration  of  a  peace  movement 
at  the  South.''  I  long  for  peace  as  ardently  as  '•  the  hart 
pants  for  the  cooling  water  brook."  I  agree  with  you,  that 
"this  unnatural  strife  cannot  be  terminated  by  arms." 

To  this  end,  we  should  lose  no  occasion,  nor  omit  any 
proper  means  to  convince  the  North  that  we  are  still,  as  we 
always  have  been,  willing  to  adjust  the  difficulties  between 
us,  upon  honor.able  terms.  We  liave  avowed  our  desire  for 
peace  and  readiness  for  negotiation  from  the  very  beginn- 
ing of  the  war,  in  every  form  in  which  organized  communities 
can  give  expression  to  their  will.  We  have  avowed  it  in 
executive  messages,  in  legislative  resolves  and  congressional 
manifestoes. 

What  more  can  wo  do,  in  view  of  our  situation  ?  Gladly 
would  I  do  more,  if  it  were  possible  But  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  is.  We  can  inaugurate  no  movement  that  would 
lead  to  the  result  so  earnestlj'  desired  by  every  friend  of 
humanitj-.  and  so  urgently  demanded  by  the  interests  of 
both  sections.  Our  military  situation  w  mid  seem  to  for- 
bid even  the  attempt.  The  capture  of  Atlanta  and  Rich- 
mond is  regarded  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States 
as  all  that  is  necessary  for  our  ultimate  subjugation.  They 
have  captured  Atlanta,  and  General  Grant  says  the  ciirl}' 
captiu'e  of  Richmond  is  certain,  beyond  a  doulit. 

What,  under  the  circumstances,  would  be  the  probable 
effect  of  any  peace  movement  at  the  South?  'Would  it 
conciliate  the  North?  Would  it  inspire  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  with  a  sense  of  justice,  or  forbearance,  or 
magnanimity?  So  far  from  this,  it  would  be  construed 
into  intimidation  on  our  part,  and  it  would  stimulate  and 
intensify  the  war  spirit  of  the  North.  It  would  be  regarded 
as  our  confession  of  overthrow,  and  the  premonitory  symp- 
tom of  our  readiness  to  sue  for  mercy  on  tlie  bended  knees 
of  unconditional  surrender. 

In  view  of  the  avowed  object  of  tlie  war  on  the  part  of 
the  Northern  Government,  it  is  very  certain  that  there 
Ciiu  be  no  peace,  upon  any  honorable  terms,  so  long  as  its 
present  rulers  are  in  power.  The  President  <:>f  the  United 
States  has  proclaimed  emancipation,  and  his  determina- 
tion to  enforce  it  by  the  sword.  lie  has  announced,  in 
advance  of  any  formal  offer  of  negotiation  on  our  part,  that 
he  will  not  treat  ^^ith  rebels,  (as  he  is  pleased  to  call  the 
people  of  the  Confederate  States,)  except  upon  the  cou- 
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dition  that  we  lay  down  our  arms,  abandon  slavery,  and 
return  to  the  Union.  He  will  then  grant  such  terms  aa 
may  be  compatible  with  his  sense  of  justice,  liberality, 
and  magnanimity.  So  long,  therefore,  as  its  present  rulers 
are  in  power,  and  this  policy  shall  be  adhered  to,  there 
can  be  no  peace  between  us  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  which  will  not  bring  upon  ns  confiscation, 
social  disorganization,  poverty,  degradation,  and  intolerable 
dishonor.  What  worse  would  be  our  doom  if  subjugated 
by  military  power  ?  Subjugation  is  no  worse  than  the  sub- 
mission otTered  to  us  as  the  only  condition  of  peace.  It 
would  at  least  save  to  us  our  honor. 

We  must  have  negotiations  which  will  not  compromise 
our  status  iu  any  way;  which  will  not  alfect  our  national 
honor,  or  the  rights  of  States.  Peace  upon  any  other  terms 
involves  the  loss  of  liberty,  because  it  will  be  the  result  of 
force — not  of  choice  and  compact  between  co-equal  and 
sovereign  States.  Peace  upon  any  other  terms  means  des- 
potism enthroned  in  empire — not  Republicanism  founded 
upon  "the  consent  of  the  governed,"  aud  organized  "in  such 
furms  as  to  them  shall  suem  most  likely  to  elfect  their  safe- 
ty aud  happiness."  This  is  the  kind  of  peace  which  the 
Unitsd  States  now  propose  to  enforce  upon  the  people  of 
the  Confederate  States — the  peace  of  death  to  constitution- 
al liberty — the  stagnant  peace  of  despotism — the  peaca 
which  chains  and  prison  bars  impose. 

I  look  with  anxiety  to  the  approaching  Presidential  ehjo- 
tion  in  the  United  States.  For,  although  the  Chicago  plat- 
form falls  below  the  great  occasion,  aud  the  nominee  still 
lower,  yet  the  triumph  of  the  Democratic  party  of  th» 
North  will  certainly  secure  a  temporary  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities and  an  effort  to  make  peace  by  an  appeal  to  reasoii. 
They  confess  that  four  years  of  bloody  war,  as  a  means  of 
restoring  the  Union,  has  proven  a  failure.  They  declan' 
that  the  true  principles  of  American  Government  hav» 
been  disregarded  and  trampled  under  foot  by  the  presenl 
Executive  of  the  United  States.  Their  success  will  bring  a 
change  of  Administration,  and,  \rith  that,  achange  of  policy. 
It  will  do  more,  and  wliat  is  of  infinitely  greater  import- 
ance, it  will  bring  the  two  contending  parties  face  to  face, 
iu  the  arena  of  rea^-on  and  consultation.  Then  and  there 
can  be  discussed  the  liistory  of  all  our  difficulties,  the  prio- 
ciples  involved  in  the  bloody  issue,  and  the  respective  iii- 
terests  of  both  Governments.  Such  is  my  conviction  of  the 
omnipotence  of  truth  and  right,  that  I  feel  an  abiding  con- 
fidence that  an  honorable  peace  would  ultimately  spring 
from  such  deliberations. 

In  their  long-cherished  devotion  to  the  Union  of  the 
States — a  sentiment  which  challenges  my  respect — the 
people  of  the  North,  it  seems  to  me,  have  fallen  into  two 
grave  aud  capital  errors.  On  the  one  hand,  they  attach  aa 
undue  importance  to  the  mere  fact  or  form  of  Union,  ig- 
noring the  principles  and  objects  of  the  Union,  and  forget- 
ting that  it  ceases  to  be  valuable  when  it  fails  to  secure  that 
object  aud  maintain  those  principles.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  think  that  the  States  of  the  Confederacy  have  separ- 
ated from  the  United  States  iu  contempt  of  that  Union,  in 
a  wanton  disposition  to  insult  its  flag  and  to  destroy  the 
Government  ot  which  it  is  the  emblem.  Both  opinions  are 
wrong.  The  old  linion  was  an  organization  of  States.  Bnt 
it  was  more ;  it  was  such  an  organization,  founded  upon 
great  principles,  in  order  to  give  the  most  efficient  8^JC^^rity 
for  the  m;uutenance  of  those  very  same  principles. 

Tliese  principles  are  the  sovereignty  of  the  States — the 
right  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves;  the  right  of  each 
State  to  regulate  its  own  domestic  affiiirs,  to  estabhsh  its  ovra 
municipal  institutions,  to  organize  its  own  system  of  labor, 
and  to  pursue  its  own  career  of  enterprise,  subject  to  no  re- 
strictions except  such  as  are  expressed  in  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. On  these  the  Union  was  based,  and  constituted 
the  solemn  guarantee  of  ail,  that  each  State  should  be  pro- 
tected in  their  undisturbed  enjoyment.  When  it  failed  to 
do  this,  or,  what  is  worse,  when  its  Government  p;issed 
into  the  administratiou  of  those  whose  avowed  jjolicy  and 
measures  must  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  those  ijrinciples,  it 
was  virtually  at  an  end,  and,  in  their  opinion,  ceased  to  be 
valuable  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States.  Hence, 
secession  was  not  resorted  to  merely  to  throw  off  the  Union, 

Our  people  loved  the  Union  aud  honored  its  once  glorious 
flag  for  the  rich  memories  that  clustered  around  it.  They 
left  it  with  a  reluctance  and  regret  to  which  history  will 
sciu-cely  do  justice.  They  were,  as  they  are  now,  wedded  to 
the  principles  on  which  the  Union  was  founded ;  they  sep- 
arated from  it  but  to  vindicate  and  maintain  them.  Whether 
they  acted  wisely  or  unwisely  must  be  left  to  the  imperial 
arbitrament  of  time  and  coming  events.  But  no  people 
were  ever  prompted  to  so  momentous  a  step  by  loftier  de- 
votion to  constitutional  liberty.  For  this  we  are  denounced 
as  rebels  agiiinst  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
threatened  with  the  bloody  doom  of  traitors ;  our  country 
is  invaded,  our  homes  desolated,  and  our  people  slain  by 
hostile  armies. 

This  is  the  naked  truth.  When  thus  viewed,  how  crael 
aud  unnatural  is  this  war  1    Why  should  the  North  fight  us  i 
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Especially  why  should  the  thousands  of  professed  constitu- 
tional men  at  the  North  lend  their  countenance  and  aid 
to  our  subjugation?  We  are  struggling  for  principles  which 
Bhould  be  as  dear  to  them  as  they  are  to  us.  Do  they  not 
Bee  that  our  overthrow  will  be  the  downfiill  of  constitu- 
tional liberty— fatal  to  their  freedom  aa  well  as  ours — the 
inauguration  of  an  irresponsible  and  unlimited  despotism? 
Correct  ideas  are  slow  in  the  progress  of  leavening  the 
mass  of  mind ;  truth  is  ever  trampled  upon  when  passion 
gains  sway.  But  the  ultimate  prevalence  of  the  one  and 
the  ascendancy  of  the  other  is  only  a  question  of  time,  and 
their  end,  peace. 

The  light  already  begins  to  break  in  upon  the  think- 
ing and  better  portion  of  the  Northern  people.  They 
begin  to  see  that  this  war  is  not  waged  to  restore  the 
Union  in  good  faith — the  Union  of  tlie  Constitution ;  but 
either  to  secure  disunion,  by  avowing  impossible  and 
degrading  terms  of  peace,  or  to  convert  it  into  a  despotism 
by  subjugating  the  Soutli.  Hence  the  Chicago  movement. 
Hence  the  note  of  discontent  that  is  being  sounded  by  a 
portion  of  the  press  and  statesmen  of  the  North.  God 
opened  the  light,  that  the  people  of  the  North  may  under- 
stand the  position  which  we  occupy,  and  discern  the  volcano 
that  threatens  to  engulph  their  Uberty.  Then  they  will 
consider  negotiation  not  only  politically  but  absolutely 
necessary.  Then  peace  will  come,  predicated  upon  those 
principles  so  essential  to  both  Governments,  and  all  our 
strifes  and  difficulties  solved  in  conformity  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  parties. 

In  view  of  our  position,  permit  me  to  repeat,  I  do  not  see 
how  we  can  inaugurate  any  movement  likely  to  lead  to  an 
honorable  peace.  We  are  the  party  assailed.  Peace  move- 
ments must  ciime  from  the  ass;iiling  party.  I  would  not 
be  understood,  however,  as  standing  on  any  point  of 
etiquette  as  to  who  should  take  the  initiative — I  have  no 
such  feeling.  All  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  in  view  of  the 
avowed  ijolicy  of  the  United  States  Government,  any  ad- 
vance on  our  part  is  already  rejected  before  made,  and 
that  we  cannot  make  any  upon  the  conditions  announced 
by  its  President.  1  would  not  hesitate  to  take  the  initia- 
tive if  there  was  the  least  hope  of  a  favorable  response  or 
an  honorable  result.  But  if  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  should  pass  into  other  hands,  repudiate  the  policy  of 
subjugation,  and  indicate  a  desire  for  negotiation,  1  would, 
if  need  be,  have  our  Government  projjose  it— -certainly 
accejjt  the  offer  of  it,  if  tendered  by  the  Federal  authori- 
ties. 

Such  I  believe  to  be  the  spirit  and  temper  of  our  people. 
Such  I  am  satistied  is  the  sentiment  of  the  President 
of  the  Confedeiato  States.  Ho  has  avowed  it  on  every 
occasion  which  required  him  to  allude  to  the  subject. 
The  North  can  have  peace  at  any  moment.  All  that  they 
need  to  do  is  to  let  us  alone— cease  to  tight  us ;  or,  if  they 
prefer,  agree  to  negotiate  a  peace  on  terms  honorable  to 
both  parties.  We  are  willing,  always  have  been  willing, 
and  shall  continue  to  ba  willing.  But  as  long  as  they  fight 
us  the  war  must  continue.  For  what  can  we  do  but  defend  ? 
We  have  no  power  to  stop  their  lighting  short  of  uncondi- 
tional submission  to  the  terms  announced  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Ai-e  our  people  prepared  for  peace  upon  those  terms?  It 
is  an  insult  to  ask  the  question,  unless,  indeed,  wo  sup- 
pose, contrary  to  the  whole  history  of  our  struggle,  that 
they  did  not  count  the  cost  in  the  beginning,  and  have  no 
just  appreciation  of  the  mighty  principles  involved.  The 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  never  uttered  anything 
more  true  than  when  he  said  to  the  unofficial  messenger  of 
President  Lincoln  that  "  we  are  not  fighting  for  slavery,  but 
for  the  right  of  self-government." 

So  long  as  the  people  will  keep  this  great  truth  in  view 
and  obey  the  inspiration  which  it  should  kindle  in  the 
breasts  of  freemen,  they  cannot  be  conquered.  They  may 
have  their  land  desolated,  their  property  destroyed,  their 
towns  and  cities  biu'ned  and  sacked,  but  subjugated  they 
never  can  be.  We  cannot  have  peace  so  long  as  the  pre- 
Bent  rulers  of  the  United  States  are  in  power.  Wo  may 
not  even  if  the  Chicago  movement  should  be  successful. 
But  let  us  wait  and  hope  for  the  change  and  for  peace.  If 
it  come  not,  then  we  must  rely  upon  the  omnipotence  of 
truth  and  right,  and  the  judicious  economy  and  use  of  the 
moans  which  God  has  given  us.  Patience,  fortitude,  cour- 
age, hope,  and  faith  are  ;is  much  elements  of  heroic  patri- 
otism as  they  are  of  Christian  perfection. 

It  is  indispensable  to  cherish  them  with  untiring  devo- 
tion, and  as  the  only  condition  on  which  liberty  can  be 
gained  or  preserved.  Her  christening,  from  the  beginning, 
was  the  baptism  of  blood.  She  requires  her  votaries  to 
lock  arms  and  shields  around  her  altar,  resolved  to  die 
freemen  rather  than  live  slaves.  If  this  be  the  spirit  of  the 
people,  ultimate  success  will  be  the  reward  for  their  suffer- 
ings and  sacrifices.  Por  their  encouragement  history  is 
replete  with  examples,  of  which  none  is  more  striking  or 
more  inspiring  than  that  of  the  revolutii'n  of  177(3.    Then 


let  there  be  no  despondency,  no  relaxation  of  effort  and 
energy,  no  abatement  of  courage  and  heroic  resolve. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HERSCHEL  V.  JOHNSON. 


Letters  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Grant. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  26, 1863. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed 
by  the  "  loyal  citizens  of  Memphis,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce ,  August  25,  1S63," 
tendering  me  a  public  reception. 

In  accepting  this  testimonial,  which  I  do  at  a  great  sac- 
rifice of  my  personal  feelings,  I  simply  desire  to  pay  a 
tribute  to  the  first  public  exhibition  in  Memphis  of  loyalty 
to  the  Government  which  I  represent  in  the  Department  of 
the  Tennessee.  I  should  dislike  to  refuse,  for  considera- 
tions of  personal  convenience,  to  acknowledge,  anjTvhere  or 
in  any  form,  the  existence  of  sentiments  which  I  have  so 
long  and  so  ardently  desired  to  see  manifested  in  this  De- 
partment. The  stability  of  this  Government  and  the  unity 
of  this  nation  depend  solely  on  the  cordial  support  and  the 
earnest  loyalty  of  the  people.  While,  therefore,  I  thank 
you  sincerely  for  the  kind  expressions  you  have  used  toward 
myself,  I  am  profoundly  gratified  at  this  public  recognition, 
in  the  city  of  Jlemphis,  of  the  power  and  authority  of  th» 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  thank  you,  too,  in  the  name  of  the  noble  army  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  command.  It  is  composed  of  men 
whose  loyalty  is  proved  by  their  deeds  of  heroism  and 
their  willing  sacrifices  of  life  and  health.  They  will  rejoice 
with  me  tUat  the  miserable  adherents  of  the  rebellion, 
whom  their  bayonets  have  driven  from  this  fair  land,  are 
being  replaced  by  men  who  acknowledge  human  liberty  as 
the  only  true  foundation  of  human  government.  May  your 
efforts  to  restore  your  city  to  the  cause  of  the  Union  be  as 
successful  as  has  been  theirs  to  reclaim  it  from  the  despotic 
rule  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient 
servant,  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Mitjor  GenerdL 
To  Messrs.  R.  Hough,  and  others.  Committee,  Memphis. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Lieut.  Gen.  Grant,  dated, 

Headquarters  Armies  op  the  United  States, 
City  Point,  Va.,  Aug.  16, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  B.  Washbitrne: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  state  to  all  citizens  who  visit  me  that  all  we 
want  now  to  ensure  an  early  restoration  of  the  Union  is  a 
determined  unity  of  sentiment  North.  The  Rebels  have 
now  in  their  ranks  their  last  man.  The  little  boys  and  old 
men  are  guarding  prisoners,  guarding  raUroad  bridges,  and 
forming  a  good  part  of  their  garrisons  for  entrenched 
position.s. 

A  man  lost  by  them  cannot  be  replaced.  They  have 
robbed  alike  the  cradle  and  the  grave  to  get  their  present 
force.  Besides  what  they  lose  in  frequent  skirmishes  and 
battles,  they  are  now  losing,  from  desertions  and  other 
causes,  at  least  one  regiment  per  day.  With  this  drain  upon 
them  the  end  is  not  far  distant  if  we  will  only  be  true  to 
ourselves.  Their  only  hope  now  is  in  a  divided  North. 
This  might  give  them  re-enforcements  from  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Maryland  and  Mi'^souri,  while  it  would  weaken 
us.  With  the  draft  quietly  enforced,  the  enemy  would 
become  despondent  and  would  make  but  little  resistance. 

1  have  no  doubt  but  the  enemy  are  exceedingly  anxious 
to  hold  out  until  after  the  Presidential  election.  They  have 
many  hopes  from  its  effects.  They  hope  a  counter  revo  u- 
tion ;  they  hope  the  election  of  a  Peace  candidate  ;  iu  fact, 
like  Micawber,  they  hope  for  something  to  turn  up. 

Our  peace  friends,  if  they  expect  peace  from  separation, 
are  much  mistaken.  It  would  be  but  the  beginning  of  war, 
with  thousands  of  Northern  men  joining  the  South  because 
of  our  disgrace  in  allowing  separation.  To  have  '•  pe;ice 
on  any  terms,"  the  South  would  demand  the  restoration  of 
their  slaves  already  freed.  They  would  demand  indemnity 
for  losses  sustained,  and  they  would  demand  a  treaty 
which  would  make  the  North  slave  hunters  for  the  South. 
Tliey  would  demand  pay  or  the  restoration  of  every  slave 
escaping  to  the  North. 

Yours  truly,  U.  S.  GRANT. 

Grant  and  Sherman  on  the  Draft. 

CiTT  Point,  September  1.3,  10. 30  A.  M. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

We  ought  to  have  the  whole  number  of  men  called  for 
by  the  President  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  Prompt 
action  in  filling  our  armies  will  have  more  effect  upon  the 
enemy  than  a  victory  over  them.  They  profess  to  believe, 
and  make  their  men  believe,  there  is  such  a  party  North 


APPENDIX. 


435 


In  favor  of  recognizing  Sontbern  independenre  that  tlie 
draft  cannot  be  enforced.  Let  them  be  undeceived.  De- 
serters come  into  our  lines  daily,  who  tell  us  that  tlie  men 
are  nearly  universally  tired  of  the  war,  and  that  desertion:^ 
■would  bo  much  moie  frequent,  but  that  they  believe 
peace  will  be  negotiated  after  the  fall  election. 

The  enforcement  of  the  draft  and  prompt  filling  up  of 
our  armies  will  save  the  shedding  of  blood  tn  an  immense 
degree.  U.  S.  GRANT. 

Licute7iunt  General. 

Atlakta,  Ga.,  September  13,  6.  30  A.  M. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  draft  will  be  enforced.  First 
we  need  the  men ;  and  secondly,  they  come  as  privates  to 
fill  up  our  old  and  tried  regiments,  with  their  experienced 
officers  already  on  hand;  and  thirdly,  because  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  will  manifest  a  power  resident  in  our 
Government  equal  to  the  occasion. 

Our  Government,  though  a  democracy,  should,  in  times 
of  trouble  and  danger,  be  able  to  wield  the  power  of  a 
great  nation. 

All  is  weU  here.  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  General. 

Unpublished  Letters  from    General 
Jackson. 

The  following  letters  of  President  Andrew 
Jackson,  which  have  never  before  been  pub- 
lished, have  been  handed  to  us  by  the  gentleman 
to  whom  they  were  written.  They  contain 
sentiments  and  advice  which  we  recommend 
to  all  who  love  the  Union  now. — JV.  Y.  Post. 

Washinston.  November  2, 18.32. 

Mr  Dear  Sm:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the 
Slst  ultimo,  with  the  enclosure,  for  which  1  thank  you. 

I  am  well  advised  of  the  views  and  proceedings  of  the 
great  leading  nuUifiers  of  the  South  in  my  native  State, 
(S.  C.,)  and  weep  for  its  fate,  and  over  the  delusion  into 
which  the  people  are  led  by  the  wickedness,  ambition,  and 
folly  of  their  leaders.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  intention  of 
their  leaders,  first  to  alarm  the  other  .-^tates  to  submit  to 
their  views  rather  than  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  should 
take  place.  If  they  fail  in  this,  to  cover  their  own  disgrace 
and  wickedness,  to  nullify  the  tariff,  and  secede  Irom  the 
Union. 

We  are  wide  awake  here.  The  Union  will  be  preserved, 
rest  assured  of  this.  There  has  been  too  much  blood  and 
treasure  shed  lo  obtain  it,  to  let  it  be  surrendered  without 
a  straggle.  Our  liberty  and  that  of  the  whole  world  rests 
upon  it,  as  well  as  the  peace,  prosperity,  and  happi- 
ness of  these  United  States.  It  must  be  perfstuated.  I 
have  no  time  to  say  more.  My  health  is  good,  improved 
by  the  travel.  With  a  tender  of  my  kind  salutations  to 
you  and  your  amiable  family,  I  am,  sincerely  your  friend. 


ANDREW  JACKtiON. 


Col.  J.  A.  Hamilton. 


WAsniNGTON,  December  6,  1832. 

Mr  Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  3d  instant  is  just  received. 
I  accord  with  you  fully  in  the  propriety  of  the  people  giv- 
ing fully  and  freely  their  seutiment  and  opinions  on  nulli- 
fication, and  the  course  pursued  by  South  Carolina  in  her 
late  proceedings. 

The  ordinance  passed,  when  taken  in  connection  with 
the  Governor's  Message,  is  rebellion  and  war  against  the 
Union.  The  r.aisiiig  of  troops  under  them  to  resist  the 
laws  of  the  Unit  d  States  is  absolute  treason  The  crisis 
must  be,  and  as  far  as  my  constitutional  and  legal  powers 
go  will  be,  met  with  energy  and  firmness.  Therefore  the 
propriety  of  the  public  voice  being  heard,  and  it  ought  now 
to  be  spoken  in  a  voice  of  thunder  that  will  make  the 
leaders  of  the  nuUifiers  tremble,  and  which  will  cause  the 
good  citizens  ol  South  Carolina  to  retrace  their  steps  and 
adhere  to  that  ConatituUon  of  perpetual  Union  they  have 
Bworn  to  support.  This  treasonable  procedure  against 
the  Union  is  a  blow  against  not  only  our  liberties,  but  the 
liberties  of  the  world. 

This  nullifying  movement  in  the  South  has  done  us  great 
injury  aliroad,  and  must  not  only  be  promptly  met  and  put 
down,  but  frowned  down  by  public  opinion.  It  is  therefore 
highly  proper  for  the  people  to  speak  all  over  the  Union. 

lam  preparing  a  proclamation  to  the  people  of  the  South, 
and  as  soon  as  officially  advised  of  these  rebellious  proceed- 
ings, will  make  a  communication  to  Congress.  I  can  say  no 
more,  as  I  am  surrounded  at  present,  and  bid  vou,  for  the 
present,  adieu.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Col.  J.  A.  Hamilton. 


Constitutional  Convention. 

To  complete  the  record  on  pages  62,  64,  69,  70, 
and  294,  these  proceedings  should  be  inserted: 

FIRST   SESSION    THIRTY-SEVENTH    CONGRESS. 

1861,  August  5 — Pending  the  Engineer  bill 
in  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Missouri,  oflFered  this  sec- 
tion: 

That  this  Congress  recommend  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States  to  convene  their  Legislatures,  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  an  election  to  select  two  delegates  from  each  Con- 
gressional District,  to  meet  in  general  convention,  in  Louis- 
ville, in  Kentucky,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  next; 
the  purpose  of  the  said  convention  to  be  to  devise  measures 
for  the  restoration  of  peace  to  our  country. 

Which  was  rejected — ^yeas  9,  nays  29,  aa  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Breckinridge,  Bright,  Johnson  of 
Missouri,  Latham,  Pearce,  Pulk,  Powell,  Saiilsbury — 9. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baker,  Browning,  Carlile,  Chandler,  Clark, 
CoUamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Harris,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kan» 
sas,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Rice,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson— 29. 


The  Reconstruction  of  States. 

LOUISIANA. 

MESSAGE    OF   GOVEENOK   HAHN. 

The  newly-elected  Legislature  of  Louisiana 
met  October  3,  1864,  and  the  Senate  was  or- 
ganized by  the  election  of  John  E.  Neellis  as 
Secretary,  and  John  T.  Wood  as  Sergeant-at- 

Arms. 

The  House  of  Representatives  elected  the 
following  officers  :  Speaker,  S.  Belden ;  Secre- 
tary, H.  C.  Westerfield  ;  Sergeant-at-Arms,  M. 
DeCoursey. 

On  the  6th,  Governor  Hahn  delivered  his  mes- 
sage, from  which  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts : 

The  unsettled  condition  of  the  country,  the  absence  or 
destruction  of  most  of  the  public  archives  and  various 
other  causes,  have  conspired  to  throw  much  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  a  full  organization  of  a  State  Government.  The 
want  of  a  Legislature,  and  the  sudden  uprooting  of  many 
important,  yet  unwise  and  illiberal  laws  and  institutions, 
by  military  orders,  rendered  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  for  the  Executive  of  the  State  to  perform  his 
duties  satisfactorily  and  understandingly  to  the  public,  or 
to  properly  reconcile  and  harmonize  the  various  conflicting 
rules  of  government  and  interests  of  the  State.  I  was 
somewhat  aided  in  this  dilemma  by  tiie  President  of  the 
United  States,  who,  shortly  after  my  inauguration,  in- 
vested me,  without  any  solicitatiou  or  suggestion  on  my 
part,  "with  the  powers  exercised  hitherto  by  the  Military 
Governor  of  Louisiana."  Fortunately,  the  harmony  which 
has  characterized  the  intercourse  of  the  military  and  civil 
authorities  of  this  State  lias  rendered  the  exercise  of  any 
such  powers  by  me  almost  unnecessary.  The  principal  sub- 
ject upon  which  I  have  used  these  powers  are,  the  appoint- 
ment of  public  officers,  the  payment  of  money  from  the 
State  Treasury  for  just  and  pressing  purposes,  and  after 
recommendation  from  proper  officers,  and  the  exercise  of 
executive  clemency.  As  I  said  in  my  inaugural  address, 
"  for  the  moment  civil  government  must  necessarily  har- 
monize with  military  administration  ;"  and,  while  we  re- 
cognize the  paramount  authority  of  the  military  power, 
we  should  not  forget  that  it  desires  to  surrender  as  speedily 
as  possible  the  power  to  the  people.  The  very  object  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  in  remaining  here  is  to 
maintain  Louisiana  and  the  neighboring  States  in  the 
Union ;  and  the  only  way  of  doing  this  is  to  disperse  and 
overthrow  those  wlio  pretend  to  set  up  a  rebel  government, 
and  to  guarantee  to  the  loyal  a  republican  form  of  State 
government. 

The  great  duty  of  the  Legislature  will  be  to  provide  a 
system  of  laws  applicable  to  the  new  condition  of  things 
consequent  upon  the  attempt  to  overthrow  the  Govern- 
ment. The  obliteration  of  an  interest  so  extended  as  that 
of  slavery  necessarily  makes  great  changes  in  the  events, 
opinions  and  busineae  of  the  people;  and  the  highest  pos- 
sible wisdom  is  required  to  adapt  the  State  to  its  new  con- 
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ditioD.  The  change  from  servile  to  compengated  labor  re- 
quires careful,  liberal  and  humane  legislation,  in  order  to 
secure  the  rights  of  those  people  who  have  not  been  ac- 
customed to  provide  for  and  protect  themselves.  Inasmuch 
as  Louisiana  is  the  first  State  that  makes  this  change  upon 
an  extended  scale,  so  it  ought  to  be  the  first  to  establish  a 
form  of  government  which  shall  meet  all  tlie  exigencies  of 
the  case,  securing  to  the  public  the  products  upon  which 
the  wealth  of  the  State  and  people  depend,  and  to  laborers 
their  full  rights.  ***** 

Counsel  should  be  taken  and  suggestions  invited  from  in- 
telligent people  of  all  parts  of  the  world  upon  this  subject, 
and  such  system  established  as  will,  while  it  will  meet  our 
wants,  furnish  a  model  for  the  legislation  of  other  States. 
It  need  nut  be  executed  in  a  hurry;  the  subject  is  of  the 
highest  possible  importance,  and  should  be  dealt  with  in  a 
spirit  of  enlightened  liberality  and  liuinaiiity.  Tlie  as- 
Bistance  of  the  military  authorities  furnishes  an  immediate 
government,  but  another  system  must  be  established  ulti- 
mately, and  the  people  cannot  begin  too  soon  to  prepare. 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

According  to  law,  the  election  of  Presidential  electors  is 
to  take  place  in  November.  I  know  of  no  reason  why  Lou- 
isiana should  not  participate  in  that  election  on  a  footing 
with  the  other  States.  She  has  forfeited  her  rights  under 
no  Constitutional  provision  or  Congressional  statute.  She 
Las  instituted  civil  rule,  and  has  a  loyal  State  Uovernment, 
embracing  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  branches  ;  all 
of  which  are  in  effective  operation.  In  the  attributes  of 
St;ite  government,  she  stands  tho  peer  of  the  loyal  States 
whose  soil  has  never  been  trodden  by  the  foot  of  rebellion, 
has  suffered  by  the  rebellion,  and  the  temporary  rule  of  the 
rebel  Confederacy  is  her  misfortune  ;  but  so  far  as  the  laws 
at  present  stand,  it  is  uo  abridgement  of  the  rights  of  her 
loyal  citizens.  *  *  *  * 

Although  the  new  Constitution  has  fixed  the  term  of  the 
State  officers  at  four  years,  it  has  wisely  provided  that  the 
term  of  those  now  in  office  (who  were  elected  at  a  time 
when  many  parishes  could  not  participate  in  tlie  electfOn) 
shall  expire  at  an  early  day,  in  case  of  the  restoration  of 
peace  in  the  whole  State ;  and  it  is  made  my  duty,  as  soon 
as  an  election  can  be  held  "in  every  parish  of  the  State," 
to  declare  the  fact  and  order  a  new  election.  I  need  hiirdly 
tell  you  that  I  shall  have  real  pleasure  when  this  event 
shall  bo  at  hand.  While  I  have  the  best  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  tho  rebellion  is  now  almost  extinct  in  every 
I<ortion  of  tho  State,  and  that  only  scattered  fragments 
smoulder  in  insignificant  proportions  at  different  points, 
the  timo  so  anxiously  desired  by  me  to  deliver  my  trust  has 
not  yet  come.  Let  us  hope  that  it  may  not  be  delayed 
many  months.  We  have  good  grounds  for  believing  that 
circumstances  will  soon  have  completely  changed,  so  that 
every  parish  will  have  returned  to  its  duty,  assisted  and 
protected  by  the  national  power,  and  the  whole  people  will 
exej'cise  their  right  to  elect  State  officers. 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  STATES  SENATORS. 
The  free  State  Legislature  of  Louisiana  has  chosen  Charles 
Smith,  of  tho  parish  of  St.  Mary's,  a  United  States  Senator, 
vice  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  whoso  timo  expires  with  tho  en- 
suing session,  and  R.  K.  Cutler,  to  fill,  for  the  three  ensuing 
years,  the  seat  which  was  left  vacant  by  John  Slidell.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He  has  been  Sheriff  of,  and 
is  now  the  State  Se«|Rtor  from,  his  own  parish.  Mr.  Cutler 
is  a  leading  lawyer  of  New  Orleans,  and  has  filled  several 
important  posts  ip  the  parish  of  Jefferson.  He  was  a  pro- 
miuent  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention. 

TENNESSEE. 

1862,  March  3 — Andrew  Johnson  was  ap- 
pointed Military  Governor  of  Tennessee  For 
form  of  appointment,  see  page  179. 

1863,  September  19 — The  President  gave 
him  this  further  direction  : 

Hon.  Andrew  Johnson,  Military  Governor  of  Tennessee: 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  exercise  such  powers  as 
may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  enable  the  loyal  people  of 
Tennessee  to  present  such  a  republican  form  of  State  gov- 
ernment as  will  entitle  the  State  to  the  guarantee  of  the 
United  States  therefor,  and  to  be  protected,  under  such  State 
government,  by  the  United  States,  against  inv.asion  and 
domestic  violence.  All  according  to  the  4th  section  of  the 
4Ui  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

1864,  September  30 — Gov.  Johnson  issued  a 
proclamation,  ordering  an  election  in  Teanes- 
eee  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, under  certain  regulations  and  restrictions, 
as  follows: 


PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  GOVERNOE. 

State  of  Tennessee,  Executive  Department, 
Nashville,  Tenn,  Sept.  30,  1864. 
Whereas,  a  respectable  portion  of  the  loyal  people  of 
Tennessee,  representing  a  large  number  of  the  counties  of 
the  State,  and  supposed  to  reflect  the  will  of  the  Union 
men  in  their  respective  counties,  recently  held  a  convention 
in  the  city  of  Nashville,  in  which,  among  other  things 
touching  th«  reorganization  of  the  State,  they  with  great 
unanimity  adopted  the  following  resolutions ; 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  peoplo  of  Tennessee  who  are  now 
and  have  been  attached  to  the  National  Union  do  hold  an 
election  for  President  and  Vice  President  in  the  ensuing 
election  in  November. 

3.  liesolved,  That  the  electors  shall  be  the  following  and 
no  others ;  the  same  being  Iree  white  men,  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  for  six  months  pr&; 
vious  to  the  election  citizens  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  : 

1st.  All  who  have  voluntarily  borne  arms  in  the  servico 
of  tho  United  States  during  the  present  war,  and  who  are 
either  in  the  service  or  have  been  honorably  discharged. 

2.  All  the  known  active  friends  of  tho  Government  of  tho 
United  States  in  each  county. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  citizen  electors  designated  in  the 
foregoing  resolutions  shall,  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the 
election,  register  their  names  with  an  agent  to  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  and  no  citizen  not  thus  registered  shall 
be  allowed  to  vote.  Such  registration  shall  Ije  open  to  the 
public  for  inspection,  and  to  be  executed  according  to  such 
regulations  as  may  hereafter  be  prescribed :  Provided,  that 
the  officers  of  election,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  may 
reject  any  party  so  registered  on  proof  of  disloyalty. 

6.  Resolceil,  That,  as  means  for  ascertaining  the  qualifi- 
cations of  tho  voters,  the  registrars  and  officers  holihug  the 
election  may  examine  the  parties  on  oath  touching  any 
matter  of  fact.  And  each  voter,  before  depositing  his  vote 
shall  be  required  to  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath, 
viz  : 

I  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  henceforth  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  defend  it  against  the 
assaults  of  all  enemies;  that  I  am  an  active  friend  of  the 
Government  of  tho  United  States,  and  the  enemy  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States;  that  I  ardently  desire  the 
suppression  of  the  present  rebellion  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  tho  United  States;  that  I  sincerely  rejoice  in  the 
triumph  of  the  armies  and  navies  of  tho  United  States, 
and  in  the  defeat  and  overthrow  of  the  armies,  navies,  and 
of  all  armed  combinations  in  the  interest  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States;  that  I  will  cordially  oppose  all  armis- 
tices or  negotiations  for  peace  with  rebels  in  arms,  until 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  all  laws  and  pro- 
clamations made  in  pm'suance  thereof,  shall  be  established 
over  all  tho  people  of  every  State  and  Territory  embraced 
within  the  National  Union,  and  that  I  will  heartily  aid  and 
assist  the  loyal  people  in  whatever  measures  may  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  attainment  of  these  ends ;  and  further,  that  I 
take  this  oath  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  without  mental 
reservation.    So  help  me  God. 

Said  oath  being  prima  facie  evidence,  subject  to  be  dis- 
approved by  other  testimony. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  polls  be  opened  at  the  county  seat, 
or  some  other  suitable  place  in  each  county,  and  tho  ballot- 
box  be  BO  guarded  and  protected  as  to  secure  to  electors  a 
free,  fair,  and  impartial  election,  and  that  polls  also  be 
opened  for  the  convenience  of  the  soldiers,  at  such  places 
as  may  be  accessible  to  them. 

And  whereas,  it  further  appears  from  the  proceedings  of 
said  Convention,  '•  That  the  Military  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee  is  requested  to  execute  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  best  subserves  the 
interests  of  the  Government:" 

And  whereas,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  Military  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  being  au.xious  to  co-operate  with  the 
loyal  peoplo  of  the  State,  and  to  encourage  them  in  all 
laudable  efforts  to  restore  tlie  State  to  law  and  order  again, 
and  to  secure  the  ballot-box  against  the  contamination  of 
treason  by  every  reasonable  restraint  that  can  be  thrown 
around  it,  I  do  therefore  order  and  direct  that  an  election 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America  be  opened  and  held  at  the  county,  seat,  or  other 
suitable  place,  in  every  county  in  the  Sttite  of  Tennessee, 
upon  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  the  month 
of  November  next,  at  which  all  citizens  and  soldiers,  being 
free  white  men,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  si.x  months  prior  to  the  election  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  who  have  (jualified  them- 
selves by  registration,  and  who  take  the  oath  prescribed  in 
the  foregoing  resolutions,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  unless 
said  oath  shall  be  disapproved  by  other  testimony,  for  the 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  tho  United 
States. 

And  to  tho  end  that  tho  foregoing  resolutions,  which  are 
mode  part  of  this  proclamation,  may  be  faithfully  executed. 
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and  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  State,  and  none  others,  be  per- 
mitted to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage,  I  do  hereby  ap- 
fioint  the  several  gentlemen  whose  names  are  affixed  to 
this  proclamation  to  aid  in  said  election,  and  superintend 
the  registration  of  the  loyal  voters  in  their  respective 
counties,  as  provided  by  the  fourth  resolution  above  quoted. 

But  as  tlie  day  of  election  is  near  at  hand,  and  there  may 
be  a  difficulty  in  complpting  the  registration  within  the 
time  limited,  it  is  not  intended  that  the  registration  be  an 
indispensable  prerequisite  to  the  qualification  of  the  voter; 
and  in  such  cases,  where  it  is  impracticable,  and  where  the 
YOter  is  of  known  and  established  loyalty,  ho  shall  be  en- 
titled to  vote,  notwitlistandiiig  ho  may  not  have  registered 
his  name  as  required  by  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  election  shall  be  opened,  conducted,  returns  made, 
&c.,  in  all  respects  as  provided  by  the  4th  chapter  of  the 
"Code  of  Tennessee,"  except  so  far  as  the  same  is  modified 
by  this  proclamation. 

But  in  cases  where  the  County  Court  fail  or  neglect  to 
appoint  inspectors  or  judges  of  election,  and  there  is  no 
sheriff  or  other  civil  ofEcer  in  the  county  qualified  by  law 
to  open  and  hold  said  election,  the  registrating  agents 
hereto  appended  may  act  in  his  stead,  and  in  all  respects 
discharge  the  duties  imposed  in  such  cases  upon  sheriffs. 

In  like  manner  it  is  declared  the  duty  of  the  military 
officers  commanding  Tennessee  regiments,  battalions,  or 
detached  squads,  and  surgeons  in  charge  of  the  hospitals  of 
Tennessee  soldiers,  to  open  and  hold  elections  on  the  day 
aforesaid,  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  hereinbe- 
fore prescribed,  and  at  such  suitable  places  as  will  be  con- 
venient to  the  soldiers,  who  are  hereby  declared  entitled 
to  vote  without  oath  or  registration. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  Military  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Stnte  of  Tennessee,  do  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  have  cause-t  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  be  afjixt  d  at 
this  Department,  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1864. 

By  the  Governor  :  ANDREW  JOHNSON,  [l.  S.] 

Attest :  Edward  H.  East,  Secretary  of  State. 

EAST   TENNESSEE   COUNTIES. 

AnderBon — John  Leinart,  Ilenry  Ilolloway,  John  Baker. 

Bledsoe — TVilliam  Foster,  Frank  Bridgenian. 

Blount — Ilorace  Foster,  Stephen  Mathis,  James  Henry, 
Jr. 

Bradley — K.  Clingam,  W.  R.  Davis,  John  McPherson,  A. 
J.  McCaullie. 

Campbell — John  Preston,  Reuben  Rogers,  Pryor  Perkins. 

Carter — Pleasant  Williams,  (of  Stony  Creek,)  Elijah  Sim- 
erly,  Jones  Smith. 

Claiborne — Canady  Rodgers,  William  D.  Eppes,  Ferney 
Jones. 

Cocke — Jacob  Reagan,  Andrew  Huff,  Lt.  Worthington, 
Bheriff  Smith. 

Cumberland — James  Hamhy,  Thomas  B.  Swan,  James  H. 
Hamby. 

Fentress — Henry  Williams,  Dr.  J.  D.  Hale,  David  Baty, 
Eufus  Dowdy. 

Granger — John  F.  Nov,  Anderson  Acuff,  M.  Goldman. 

Greene — R.  C.  Carter,  Calvin  Smith,  Anderson  W.  Wal- 
ker, James  H.  Reeves. 

Hancock — William  Gilbert,  Elbert  Campbell,  Isaac  Camp- 
bell, Capt.  Lewis  Jarvis. 

Hamilton— Col.  C.  C.  McCaleb,  Abe  Pearson,  Wash  Ev- 
ans. 

Hawkins — William  D.  Kanner,  B.  G.  Wetherlaud,  W.  W. 
Willis. 

Jefferson — J.  Duffell  Rankin,  Press  Swann,  Wm.  Harris, 
Duff  G.  Thornburgh. 

Johnson — Col.  K.  R.  Butler,  Col.  Sam  Howard,  Col.  James 
Grayson. 

Knox — Capt.  Thos.  Stephens,  Andrew  L.  Knott,  William 
Hofner,  Samuel  McCammon. 

Marion — Alexander  Kelluy,  Robert  Ralston,  Pleasant 
Pryor,  Wm.  Pryor,  Esq. 

McMinn — James  M.  Henderson,  John  Mc ,  G.  W. 

Ross,  F.  B.  McElwee. 

Meigs — Wm.  Adams,  F.  J.  Mathis,  Col.  A.  Cox,  Robert 
Allen,  James  Getty s. 

Momoe — Joseph  Divine,  Henry  Duggan,  Daniel  Heiskell. 

Morgan — James  Langley,  Sr.,  James  Langley,  Jr.,  S.  C. 
Hunuycutt. 

Overton — Robert  Smith,  Anderson  Winham,  George  W. 
Bowman,  Ellison  Gussett. 

Polk — Gen.  J;unes  Gamble,  Col.  John  Elliot,  Charles 
McClary. 

Rhea — Capt.  J.  B.  Walker,  William  H.  Lowe,  Samuel 
Lowe. 

Roane — Joe  D.  Turner,  Wm.  Lowery,  Wm.  M.  Alexander, 
J.  Christopher  Abies,  Allen  Rubb,  Sam.  L.  Childress. 
Scott— Balie  Putram,  Craven  Duncan,  James  Lay. 
Sevier — Colonel  Wm.  Pickens,  Reuben  Ilines,  David  Mc- 
Croskey,  Lemuel  Duggan. 

SulUvan — E.  A.  Millard,  Wm.  Mullenox,  Esq.,  Enoch 
Shipley. 


TTnion — James  W.  Turner,  John  Bayless,  Calvin  Monroe. 

Wa8hington^!!alvin  Hoss,  John  Muhoney,  B.  F.  Swin- 
gle. 

Sequatchie — Washington  Hurd,  Daniel  Mc  Williams,  B.  P. 
Smith. 

MIDDLE  TENNESSEE  COITOTIES. 

Bedford — Joseph  Thompson.  Richard  Phillips,  William  T. 
Tune,  Robert  T.  Cannon. 

Cannon — Hiram  Morris,  William  Barten. 

Cheatham — Warren  Jordan. 

Coffee — John  F.  Thomas. 

Davidson — John  Carpet,  Charles  Sayers,  General  J.  Stub- 
blefield,  James  Warren,  T.  J.  Yarbrough,  L.  D.  Wheeler, 
P.  T.  Phillips,  J.  B.  Canfield,  James  Davis,  W.  W.  Garrett. 

DeKalb — Wilham  Hathaway,  William  Blackburn,  Andrew 
J.  Garrison. 

Dickson — Marsh  Binkley. 

Franklin — 

Giles— J.  C.  Walker,  Edward  W.  Rose,  J.  W.  Alley,  E.  J. 
Gorden. 

Gnindy — William  McCran,  John  Myes. 

Hickman — 

Humphreys — William  McKimmons,  Wilkins  Waggoner, 
David  R.  Owen,  J.  S.  Spane,  T.  J.  Winfrey,  Mr.  Thomas. 

Jackson — James  McKiuney,  John  Gillem,  Allen  Davis. 

Lawrence — 

Lewis —       , 

Lincoln — J.  H.  Fulgham,  James  J.  Kirkpatrick. 

Macon — Pleasant  Chitwood,  L.  S.  Clements,  George  W. 
Clements. 

Marshall— A.  A.  Steele. 

Maury — W.  W.  Jones,  John  D.  Moore,  John  H.  Camj^ 
bell. 

Montgomery — 0.  M.  Blackman,  Caleb  Jones,  D.  S.  Nye, 
Isah  Barbee,  Thomas  F.  Betters,  George  Hampton. 

Berry— W.  O.  Britt,  F.  M.  Brasher,  Jackson  Taylor,  J.  S. 
Webb,  A.  H.  Fathers. 

Putman — Joseph  Rhea  McColet. 

Robertson — B.  F.  Aurt,  Wiley  Woodward,  Joseph  Starks. 

Rutherford — Edward  Jordan,  William  Speuce,  William 
C.  Burt,  James  H.  Carlton. 

Smith — John  W.  Bowen,  Asberry  Griffin,  Francis  M.  M<y 
Kee. 

Sumner — 

Stewart — 

Van  Buren — 

Warren — Samuel  Henderson,  Dr.  J.  B.  Armstrong,  Sam- 
uel L.  Colville,  Miles  Bonner. 

-  White — Edward  D.  Pennington,  Alexander  Payne,  James 
Cotey. 

Williamson — A.  W.  Moss,  William  P.  Campbell,  Franklin 
Hardeman,  William  S.  Campbell. 

Wilson — William  Waters,  William  J.  Waters. 

Wayne — Theodore  H.  Gibbs,  James  Dougherty,  F.  Hall, 
Jasper  Lypert,  John  Stamps. 

WEST   TENNESSEE  COtmTIES. 

Benton — David  Brewer,  Allen  Bearsons,  David  Little, 
Abraham  Gussett,  Samuel  Tippett. 

Carroll — Young  W.  Allen,  John  Wood,  John  Norman, 
Lucian  Hawkins,  Isaac  Bouch. 

Dyer — William  Wesson. 

Decatur — John  Stegall,  Simon  Bonman,  G.Menzies,  Jamei 
Roberts,  W.  H.  Johnson. 

Fayette — 

Gibson — 

Haywood — 

Henderson — Robert  Kizer,  James  Hart,  James  Smith. 

Hardeman — 

Henry — Anderson ,  Dr.  J.  W.  Mathewson,  Charles 

White,  Temple  Cowan. 

Hardin — Thomas  Maxwell,  Michel!  Hood,  Bailey  Hin- 
kell. 

Lauderdale — 

Madison — T.  Skurlock. 

McNairy — William  Suayne,  John  Barnes,  — — —  Qregg. 

Obion-^Dr.  S.  R.  Chapin. 

Shelby— J.  B.  Bingham,  Q.  B.  Ware,  A.  Gregg. 

Tipton- 
Weakley— J.  W.  Hays,  William  Bell. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  CODE  OP  TENNESSEE. 

CHAPTER  4. 

Of  the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

913.  Each  congressional  district  shall  be  an  electoral  dis- 
trict, and  one  Elector  shall  reside  in  each  of  said  districts. 

914.  There  shall  be  two  Electors  for  the  State  who  may 
reside  in  any  part  of  the  State. 

915.  Any  citizen  qualified  by  law  to  vote  for  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  may  vote  for  the  whole  number  of 
Electors. 

916.  Said  qualified  voters  shall  meet  at  the  places  ap- 
pointed by  law  for  holding  elections  in  every  county,  on  the 
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first  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of 
November,  in  the  years  in  which  the  President  and  Vice 
President  are  to  be  elected,  and  to  vote  for  a  number  of 
Electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives to  which  the  State  is  entitled  in  Congress. 

917.  The  officer  or  person  holding  the  election  shall  ad- 
vertise at  the  court-house  in  every  county,  and  in  every 
civil  district  of  the  county,  the  day  on  which  said  election 
shall  take  place,  at  least  sixty  days  before  the  time  of  hold- 
ing it. 

91S.  The  county  court  of  every  county  shall  appoint 
judges  for  every  place  of  voting  in  the  county,  all  of  whom 
shall  be  sworn  to  conduct  said  election  in  the  manner 
prescribed  for  electing  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

919.  If  the  county  court  neglect  to  appoint  judges  of  the 
said  elections,  or  those  appointed  refuse  to  act,  the  ofBcer 
holding  the  election  shall  appoint  judges  out  of  the  by- 
standers to  hold  the  same. 

920.  [Of  clerks  and  their  qualifications.] 

921.  The  election  shall  be  conducted  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed for  electing  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

[The  other  sections  of  this  chapter  prescribe  rules  con- 
cerning the  comparison  of  polls,  statements  of  same,  re- 
turns, comparisons  of  returns,  proceedings  of  Electors, 
vacancy,  time  of  meeting  to  vote,  certificate  of  voting,  mes- 
senger, certificate, by  mail,  list  of  electors,  and  penalties  on 
o&icers.] 

Qualification  of  Voters  for  Members  of  the  General  Assembly 
referred  to  in  Sec.  915  above. 

"  Every  free  white  man  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  citizen  of  the 
county  where  he  may  offer  his  vote,  six  months  next  pre- 
ceding the  day  of  election,  shall  bo  entitled  to  vote  for 
members  of  the  General  Assembly." — Code,  Sec.  833,  and 
Ck)nst.  of  Tenn.,  Art.  4,  Sec.  1. 

PtHces  of  Holding  elections,  referred  to  in  Sec.  916  above. 

"  The  places  of  holding  elections  shall  be  in  each  civil 
district,  at  some  convenient  locality,  to  be  designated  by 
the  county  court  at  least  six  months  before  the  election, 
and  entered  on  record." — Code  837. 

EXTRACTS   FROM  CODE. — ART  VI. 

Officers  of  Popular  Elections,  referred  to  in  Sec.  917  above. 
839.  The  sheriff,  or,  if  he  is  a  candidate,  the  coroner,  or 
If  there  be  no  coroner,  some  person  appointed  by  the  county 
court,  shall  hold  all  popular  elections;  and  said  oflScer  or 
person  shall  appoint  a  suflicient  number  of  deputies  to  hold 
said  elections. 

841.  The  county  court,  at  the  session  next  preceding  tne 
day  of  election,  shall  appoint  three  inspectors  or  judges 
for  each  voting  place,  to  superintend  the  election. 

842.  If  the  county  court  fail  to  make  the  appointment, 
or  any  person  appointed  refuse  to  serve,  the  sheriff,  with 
the  advice  of  three  justices,  or,  if  none  be  present,  three 
respectable  freeholders,  shall,  before  the  begiauing  of  the 
election,  appoint  said  inspectors  or  judges. 

843.  If  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to 
attend  r.t  a  particular  place  of  voting  under  the  foregoing 
provisions  fail  to  attend,  any  justice  of  tlio  peace  present, 
or,  if  no  justice  of  the  peace  be  present,  any  three  free- 
holders, may  perform  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  preceding 
sections,  or  in  case  of  necessity  may  act  as  ofBcers  or  in- 
spectors. 

PROTEST   AGAINST   THE    PROCLAMATION. 

1864,  October  15 — John  Lelltett,  Esq.,  of 
Nashville,  presented  to  the  President  this  pro- 
test: 

Tohis  Excellency  Abraham,  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States: 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  on  our  own  behalf  and  on 
behalf  of  the  loyal  people  of  our  State,  ask  leave  to 
eubmit  this  protest  against  the  proclamation  of  his  Excel- 
lency, Andrew  Johnson,  Military  Governor,  ordering  an 
election  to  be  held  for  President  and  Vice  President,  under 
certain  regulations  and  restrictions  therein  set  forth.  A 
printed  copy  of  said  proclamiition  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  that 
"  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  t/te  Legislature 
Uicreof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors,"  &c.  Under  this 
provision  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  Legislature  of 
Tennessee,  years  before  the  present  rebellion,  prescribed  the 
mode  of  election  to  be  observed,  which  will  be  found  to 
differ  essentially  from  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Military 
Governor.  Wo  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  law  of  Ten- 
nessee governing  the  holding  of  said  election. 

The  Military  Governor  expressly  assumes,  by  virtue  of 
authority  derived  from  the  President,  so  to  alter  and  amend 
the  election  law  of  Tennessee,  (enacted  under  authority  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  above  set  forth,) 


as  to  make  the  same  conform  to  his  own  edict  as  set  forth 
in  the  proclamation  aforesaid.  He  assumes  so  to  modify 
our  law  as  to  admit  persons  to  vote  at  the  said  election 
who  are  not  entitled  to  vote  under  the  law  and  the  consti- 
tution of  Tennessee.  Instance  this :  our  constitution  and 
law  require  that  each  voter  shall  be  "  a  citizen  of  the  county 
wherein  he  may  offer  his  vote  for  six  months  next  preceding 
the  day  of  election ;"  while  the  Governor's  orderonly  requires 
that  he  shall  (with  other  qualifications  named)  be  a  citizen 
of  Tennessee  for  six  months,  &c.  This  provision  would  ad- 
mit to  vote  many  persons  not  entitled  by  law. 

We  will,  for  tlie  sake  ul  brevity,  pass  over  some  less  im- 
portant points  of  conflict  betwweu  the  proclamation  and 
the  law,  but  will  instance  in  this  place  another.  By  our 
law  it  is  provided  that  the  polls  shall  be  opened  in  every 
civil  district  in  each  county  in  the  State;  but  the  procla- 
mation provides  only  for  their  being  opened  atone  place  in 
each  county.  This  provision  would  pu*  it  out  of  the  power 
of  many  legal  voters  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise. 

We  solemnly  protest  against  these  infringements  of  our 
law,  conflicting  as  they  do  with  the  very  letter  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  because  they  are  without  authority,  and 
because  they  will  prevent  a  free,  fair,  and  true  expression 
of  the  will  of  the  loyal  people  of  Tennessee. 

But  we  protest  still  more  emphatically  against  the  most 
unusual  aud  impracticable  test  oath  which  it  is  proposed  to 
required'  all  citizen  voters  in  Tennessee. 

[fhe  oath  is  as  follows  :  "  I  solemnly  swear  that  I  will 
henceforth  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  defend  it  against  the  assaults  of  all  enemies  ;  that  I 
am  an  active  friend  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  enemy  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States;  that  I 
ardently  desire  the  suppression  of  the  present  rebellion 
against  the  Government  ol  the  United  States;  that  I  sin- 
cerely rejoice  in  the  triumph  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  defeat  and  overthrow  of  the  armies,  na- 
vies, and  of  all  armed  combinations  in  the  interest  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States ;  that  I  mil  cordially  oppose oZi 
armistices  or  negotiations  for  peace  with  rebels  in  arms, 
until  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  all  laws  and 
proclamations  mxide  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  established 
over  all  the  people  of  every  State  and  Territory  embraced 
within  the  nalional  Union,  and  that  I  will  heartily  aid  and 
assist  the  loyal  people  in  wkatt.'ver  measures  may  be  adopted 
for  the  attainment  of  these  ends  ;  and  further,  that  I  take 
this  oath  freely  and  voluntarily  and  without  mental  reser- 
vation.    So  help  me  God."] 

A  citizen,  qnalified  to  vote,  and  whose  loyalty  cannot  be 
"disproved  by  other  testimony,"  is  to  be  required  to  swear, 
first,  that  he  "  will  henceforth  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  defend  it  against  all  enemies."  This 
obhgation  we  are  willing  to  renew  daily.  But  this  is  not 
yet  deemed  a  sufficient  test  of  loyalty.  He  is  required  to 
make  oath  and  subscribe  to  a  mass  of  vain  repetitions  con- 
cerning his  activity  as  a  friend  of  the  Union  and  tlie  enemy 
of  its  enemies — concerning  his  desires,  his  hopes,  and  I'eara 
— and  that  he  finds  it  in  his  heart  to  rejoice  over  the  scenes 
of  blood  and  or'  wounds,  of  anguish  and  death,  wherein 
his  friends,  liis  kindred,  his  loved  ones  are  slain,  or  maimed, 
or  made  prisoners  of  war — whereby  the  land  of  his  birth  or 
adoption  is  made  desolate,  and  lamentation  and  mourning 
are  spread  over  the  whole  nation.  While  all  the  civilized 
world  stands  aghast  in  contemplation  of  the  unequalled 
horrors  of  our  tremendous  strife,  the  citizen  of  Tennessee 
is  called  upon  by  her  Military  Governor,  under  your  au- 
thority, to  swear  tliat  in  these  things  he  finds  occasion  to 
rejoice  I  As  if  this  were  still  not  enough,  the  citizen  is  fur- 
ther required  to  swear  to  the  indefinite  prol  mgation  of  this 
war,  as  follows :  "That  I  will  cordially  oppose  all  armistices 
or  negotiations  for  peace  with  rebels  in  arms  until  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  St;ites,  and  all  laws  and  proclama- 
tions made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  established  over 
all  the  people  of  every  State  and  Territory  embraced  within 
the  National  Union ;"  until  (in  brief)  the  war  shall  be  at 
an  end.  Now,  we  freely  avow  to  your  Excellency,  and  to 
the  world,  that  we  earnestly  desire  the  return  of  peace  and 
good  will  to  our  now  unhappy  country;  that  we  seek 
neither  pleasure,  profit,  nor  honor  in  the  perjietuation  of 
war ;  that  we  should  feel  bound  as  Christians,  as  patriots,  and 
as  civilized  men — that  we  are  bound  by  the  oaths  we  have 
taken — to  countenance  and  encourage  any  negotiations 
which  may  bo  entered  into  by  the  proper  authorities  with 
the  intent  to  reston  peace  and  union  under  the  Constitu- 
tion we  have  sworn  to  support  aud  defend.  We  should  be 
tniitors  to  our  country,  false  to  our  oaths — false,  indeed,  to 
the  primary  clause  of  the  oath  we  are  now  discussing,  to 
oppose  such  negotiations.  We  cannot  consent  to  swear  at 
the  ballot-box  a  war  of  extermination  against  our  country- 
men and  kindred,  or  to  prolong  by  our  opposition,  for  a 
single  day  after  it  can  be  brought  to  an  honorable  and  law- 
ful conclusion,  a  contest  the  most  sanguinary  and  ruinous 
that  has  scourged  mankind. 

You  will  not  have  toigotten  that  in  the  month  of  July 
last  you  issued  the  following  proclumatiou : 
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ExECcnvE  Mansion, 
Washington,  Jm!j/ IS,  1864. 
2b  ivhom  it  may  concern  : 

Auy  iiroposition  which  embraces  the  restoration  of  peace, 
Ibc  iiitegnly  oi  the  whole  Union,  and  the  abandoument  ol 
slavery,  and  which  comes  by  and  with  an  authority  that 
can  control  the  armies  now  at  war  against  the  United 
Btales,  will  be  received  and  considered  by  the  Executive 
Government  of  the  United  Suites,  and  will  be  met  by  lib- 
eral terms  on  other  substantial  and  collateral  i)oiiits,  and 
the  beaier  or  bearers  thereof  shall  have  sa.e  conduct  both 
ways.  ABKAHAM  LINCOLN. 

This  is  certainly  a  proposition  to  treat  with  rebels  in 
arms — with  their  chiefs.  Are  we  now  to  understand  by 
this  proclamation  of  one  acting  under  your  authority,  and 
himself  a  candidate  with  you  for  the  second  office,  that 
even  the  above  proposition  is  withdrawn — that  you  will 
heucelbrth  have  no  negotiations  upon  any  terms  but  unre- 
lenting war  to  the  bitter  end?  Or  are  we  to  understand 
that  while  you  hold  this  proposition  open,  or  yourself  free 
to  act  as  your  judgment  may  dictate,  we,  the  citizens  of 
Tennessee,  shall  swear  to  oppose  your  negotiations  ? 

In  the  next  breath,  the  voter  who  has  already  been  thus 
far  qualified  is  required  to  swear  that  he  will  "  heartily 
aid  and  assist  the  loyal  people  in  whatever  measures  may 
be  adopUd  for  the  attainment  of  these  ends."  Adopted  by 
whom  ?  The  oath  does  not  say.  We  cannot  tell  what 
measures  may  be  adopted.  We  cannot  comment  upon  the 
absurdity  of  the  obligation  here  imposed  without  danger 
of  departing  from  that  respectful  propriety  of  language 
which  we  desire  to  observe  in  addressing  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  American  peoiJle.  But  this  is  the  clause  of  an 
oath  which  the  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency  requires 
at  the  lips  of  the  loyal  and  qualified  voters  of  Tennessee, 
before  these  cilizens  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  for  or  against 
you  and  hiiviSJif  at  the  coming  election  ! 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity,  we  omit,  we  solemnly  protest  against  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Militiiry  Governor  with  the  freedom  of  the 
elective  franchise  in  Tennessee.  We  deny  his  authority  and 
yours  to  alter,  amend,  or  annul  any  law  of  Tennessee.  We 
demand  that  Tennessee  be  allowed  to  appoint  her  electors 
as  expressly  provided  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  which 
you  have  sworn  to  support,  protect,  and  defend,  in  the  man- 
ner which  the  Legislature  thereof  has  prescribed.  And  to 
that  end  we  respectfully  demand  of  you,  as  the  principal 
under  whose  authority  this  order  has  been  issued,  that  the 
same  shall  be  revoked.  We  ask  that  all  military  inter- 
ference shall  be  withdrawn  so  far  as  to  allow  to  the  loyal 
men  of  Tennessee  a  full  and  free  election.  By  the  loyal 
men  of  Tennessee  we  mean  those  who  have  not  participated 
in  the  rebellion,  or  given  it  aid  and  comfort ;  or  who  may 
Lave  complied  with  such  terms  of  amnesty  as  have  been 
oflered  them  under  your  authority. 

On  the  Sth  day  of  December,  1863,  you,  as  President, 
Issued  a  proclamation  declaring  that  "  a  full  pardon  is 
hereby  granted,"  "  with  restoration  of  all  rights  of  pro- 
perty," &c.,  to  each  of  our  citizens  having  participated, 
directly  or  by  implication,  in  the  existing  rebellion,  (with 
certain  exceptions,)  "  upon  the  condition  that  every  such 
person  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath,  and  thenceforward 
keep  and  maintain  said  oath  inviolate."  And  it  is  further 
provided  iu  the  proclamation  aforesaid  that  in  the  contin- 
gency of  the  reorganization  of  a  State  Government  in  Ten- 
nessee, or  certain  other  States  named,  the  persons  having 
taken  the  oath  referred  to,  being  otherwise  qualified  by  the 
election  law  of  the  State,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote.  The 
undersigned  would  state  that  many  ot  our  citizens  have 
complied  in  good  faith  with  the  terms  of  amnesty  proposed 
in  your  proclamation  aforesaid,  and  are,  therefore,  by 
reason  of  the  lull  pardon  granted  them,  fully  entitled  to 
vote  and  exercise  all  other  rights  belonging  to  loyal  citi- 
zenci,  without  let  or  hindrance;  and  we  respectfully  appeal 
to  you,  as  President  of  the  United  States,  to  make  good  your 
promise  of  pardon  to  these  citizens  by  the  removal  of  all 
other  and  further  hindrance  to  their  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise. 

But  if  it  be  claimed  upon  the  plea  of  military  necessity 
that  guards  and  restrictions  shall  be  thrown  around  the 
ballot-box  in  Tennessee,  we  still  ask  the  withdrawal  of  the 
proclamatitjn  of  the  Military  Governor,  because  the  con- 
ditions thereby  imposed  upon  the  loyal  men  of  Tennessee  as 
a  qualification  for  voters  are  irrelevant,  unreasonable,  and 
not  in  any  sense  a  test  of  loyalty.  But  they  pledge  the 
citizen  to  oppose  the  lawful  authorities  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty.  The  oath  required  is  only  calculated  to  keep  legal 
and  rightful  voters  from  the  polls.  We  suggest  that  no 
oath  be  ruqui-ed  but  such  as  is  prescribed  by  law.  Our 
people  will  not  hesitate,  however,  to  take  the  usual  oath  of 
loyalty — tor  example,  in  the  language  of  the  primary  clause 
of  the  oath  in  question:  "That  I  will  henceforth  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  defend  it  against 
the  assaults  of  its  enemies."    Denying  your  right  to  make 


any  departure  from  the  law  in  the  case,  we  shall,  however, 
feel  no  hardship  in  this. 

The  Convention  to  whi  :h  Gov.  Johnson  refers  was  a  mere 
partisan  meeting,  having  no  authority,  and  not  represent- 
ing the  loyal  men  of  Tennessee  in  any  sense. 

The  names  of  the  signers  of  this  pretest  have  been  placed 
before  the  people  of  Tennessee  as  candidates  for  electors, 
who,  if  chosen,  are  expected  to  cast  the  electoral  voice  of 
Tennessee  for  George  B.  McClellan  for  President  and  George 
H.  Pendleton  for  Vice-President.  By  virtue  of  such  posi- 
tion it  becomes  our  province  especially  to  appear  before 
you  in  the  attitude  we  do.  We  are  awiire  that  grave  ques- 
tions maj'  arise,  in  any  event,  with  regard  to  the  regularity 
of  the  vote  of  Tennessee,  in  consequence  of  the  partially 
disorganized  condition  of  the  State.  The  friends  of  your 
re-election,  however,  announced  an  electoral  ticket,  and  the 
public  became  aware  that  preparations  were  being  made  for 
the  holding  of  the  election,  leaving  that  matter  no  longer  a 
question.  Some  time  thereafter  our  electoral  ticket  was 
placed  before  the  public,  and  within  a  few  days  followed 
the  proclamation  complained  of.  We,  for  ourselves  and 
those  we  represent,  are  willing  to  leave  all  questions  in- 
volving the  right  of  Tennessee  to  participate  in  the  election 
to  the  decision  of  competent  authority. 

WM.  B.  CAMPBELL,  of  Wilson  county. 

THOS.  A.  R.  NELSOJJ,  of  Washington  co. 
Far  the  State  at  large. 

JAS.  T.  P.  CARTER,  of  Carter  county. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS,  of  Knox  county. 

A.  BLIZARD,  of  McMinn  county. 

HENRY  COOPER,  of  Bedford  county. 

BAILIE  PEYTON,  of  Sumner  county. 

JOHN  LELIA'ETT,  of  Davidson  county. 

EM.  ETIIERIDGE.  of  Weakly  county. 

JOHN  D.  FERRYMAN,  of  Shelby  county. 
For  the  Districts. 

After  the  foregoing  paper  had  been  read,  a 
brief  colloquy  ensued  between  the  President 
and  Mr.  Lellyett,  as  described  in  the  following 
communication  : 

W.iSHiNGTON,  October  15, 1864. 
To  the  Editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer : 

I  called  upon  the  President  to-day,  and  presented  and 
read  to  him  the  above  protest.  Having  concluded,  Mr. 
Lincoln  responded  :  "M.ay  I  inquire  how  long  it  took  you 
and  the  New  York  politicians  to  concoct  that  paper  ?" 

I  replied:  "It  was  concocted  iu  Nashville,  without  com- 
munication with  any  but  Tennesseans.  We  communicated 
with  citizens  of  Tennessee  outside  of  Nashville,  but  not 
with  New  Y'^ork  politicians." 

"  I  will  answer,"  said  Mr.  Lincoln,  emphatically,  "  that  I 
expect  to  let  the  friends  of  George  B.  McClellan  manage 
their  side  of  this  contest  in  their  own  waj',  and  I  will  man- 
age my  side  of  it  in  my  way." 

"  May  we  ask  an  answer  in  writing  ?"  I  suggested. 

"Not  now.  Lay  those  papers  down  here.  I  will  give  no 
other  answer  now.  I  may  or  may  not  write  something 
about  this  herealter.  I  understand  this.  I  know  you  in- 
tend to  make  a  point  of  this.  But  go  ahead.  You  have 
my  answer." 

'•  Y'our  answer  then,  is,  that  you  expect  to  let  General 
McClellau's  friends  manage  their  side  of  this  contest  in 
their  own  way,  and  you  will  manage  your  side  of  it  in  your 
way?" 

"  Yes." 

I  then  thanked  the  President  for  his  courtesy  in  giving 
us  a  hearing  at  all,  and  took  my  leave. 

Judge  Mason  of  this  city  was  present  at  the  interview, 
to  whom  I  refer  in  regard  to  the  correctness  of  this  report. 
On  stepping  outside  the  door  of  the  Executive  Mansion  I 
immediately  wrote  down  the  President's  emphatic  response, 
and  submitted  it  to  Judge  Mason  and  another  gentleman 
who  happened  to  be  present,  and  they  both  pronounced  it 
accurate. 

And  now  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  who  are  or  ought  to  be  the  masters  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  The  paper  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present 
to  the  President  is  not  the  "concoction  of  New  York  poli- 
ticians," however  that  might  affect  its  merits.  It  is  the 
solemn  voice  of  a  once  free  and  proud  people,  protesting 
agaiustthoT  own  disfranchisement  by  the  agent  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  It  is  the  voice  of  those  loyal  men  in  Tennes- 
see who  have  borne  the  reproach  of  a  people  they  still 
loved  supporting  the  President  in  all  lawful  efforts  to  pre- 
serve the  Union.  The  reward  of  our  loyalty  is  disfranchise 
ment.  The  cup  of  perjury  is  commended  to  our  lips  be- 
cause it  is  known  that  we  wil  not  touch  its  contents. 
JudgLt  ye  between  the  people  of  Tennessee  and  Abraham 
Lincoln.  It  may  be  meet  that  our  solemn  and  respectful 
appeal  should  be  thrown  aside  with  a  contemptuous  ^neer. 
Look  to  it.  If  you,  the  people  of  the  North'TU  Slites, 
shall  sustain  this  act  of  tyranny,  your  own  time  will  soon 


440 


APPENDIX. 


come.  If  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  "  man- 
age his  side  of  this  contest"  by  setting  aside  the  very  letter, 
of  the  Constitution  and  altering  the  elective  laws  of  the 
States,  so  as  to  disfranchise  his  opponents,  liberty  is  already 
dead.  JOHN  LELLYETT. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Mason,  having  accompanied  Mr.  LcU- 
yett  in  his  visit  to  the  President,  and  having  been  present 
at  the  interview  accorded  to  Mr,  Lellyett,  has  been  called 
by  the  latter  in  the  following  note  to  authenticate  his  re- 
port of  the  conversation  had  with  the  President.  The  reply 
of  Mr.  Masjn  is  also  appended  : 

Washington,  Ocl.  15, 1864. 
Hon.  Chas.  Mason  : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  submit  to  your  inspection  what  I  have  writ- 
ten in  reference  to  my  interview  with  the  President  to-day, 
and  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  regard  the  same  as  an  ac- 
curate report.  Respectfully, 

JOHN  LELLYETT. 

Wasiiingtdn,  Oct.  15, 1864. 
JoH?r  Letxyett,  Esq. : 

Dear  Sie:  In  compliance  with  the  request  in  your  note 
of  this  day,  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  was  present  at  the  in- 
terview referred  to.  You  statement  of  what  took  place  is 
substantially  correct ;  and  on  all  material  points  I  believe 
it  literally  so.  Yours,  truly, 

CHAS.  MASON. 
[For  President  Li.\coln's  reply  see  page  425.] 

REPLY    OF    THE    PROTESTANTS. 

To  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  Y(jur  letter  in  reply  to  the  Tennessee  Protest  has 
reached  us,  and  has  no  doubt  Ijeen  read  by  the  people.  The 
argimient  on  this  subject  is  nearly  exhausted,  but  we  have 
some  additional  and  most  important  fads  to  submit  to  the 
people,  in  further  elucidation  of  the  subject. 

Our  wonder  is  not  excited  to  learn  that  you  had  not  seen 
the  proclamation  of  Governor  Johnson,  and  scarcely  heard 
of  it  until  presented  by  us.  It  is  an  evil  of  no  small  mag- 
nitude, connected  with  your  Administration,  that  military 
subordinates  assume  despotic  powers  without  asking  the 
sanction  of  their  superiors — even  presuming  to  give  law  to 
the  people  by  proclamation  and  to  repeal  and  modily  our 
laws  at  will.  The  idea  that  the  President  himself  can  make, 
or  repeal,  or  modify  a  law  of  the  laud,  State  or  national, 
constitutional  or  statutory,  though  freely  practiced  upon 
by  yourself,  is  a  doctrine  of  despotism  in  "'irrepressible 
conflict "  with  the  principles  of  public  liberty.  And  when 
these  things  are  done  by  subordinates,  the  evil  lieconies  in- 
tolerably oppressive,  and  calls  for  the  firmest  and  most 
ixtive  lawful  resistance  which  a  people  deserving  to  be  free 
jan  offer. 

You  tell  us  that  "  the  movement  set  on  foot  by  the  con- 
Tention  and  Governor  Johnson  does  not,  as  seems  to  be  as- 
sumed by  you,  emanate  from  the  National  Executive." 
What  we  did  assume  is,  that  the  plan  was  promulgated  by 
proclamation  of  the  Military  Governor,  who  has  no  authority 
but  that  derived  directly  from  you,  and  it  was  giveu  the 
force  of  law  by  his  edict.  It  thus  became  indirectly  your 
act ;  and  now  that  you  decline  to  order  the  edict  to  be  re- 
called or  modified,  it  becomes  your  own  as  I'ully  as  if  it  had 
emanated  from  you.  "  In  no  proper  sense,"  you  say,  "can 
it  be  considered  other  than  an  independent  movement  of  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  loyal  people  of  Tennessee."  Inde- 
pendent of  what?  Manifestly  independent  of  all  lawful 
authority — independent  of  and  at  war  with  the  Federal 
Constitution,  which  you  have  both  sworn  to  support,  pro- 
tect, and  defend.  What  right  has  a  citizen  or  otticer  to  fa- 
vor au  ''independent  movement"  at  variance  with  the 
Constitution,  and  support  the  same  by  force  of  arms  ?  What 
less  is  this  than  waging  war  against  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Government  establislicd  thereby? 
"  Au  indepimdent  movement"  against  the  Constitution,  sup- 
ported by  a  Military  Governor  by  force  of  arms !  recom- 
mended by  an  assembly  calling  itself  a  convention! 

Such  in  principle  were  the  '"independent  movements"  of 
governors  and  '"  portions  of  the  people"  which  set  at  first 
in  motion  the  great  rebellion  in  the  South  with  which  we 
lire  contending.  The  "  convention"  calls  upon  a  Military 
Governor  to  order  an  "independent  movement"  to  help 
your  re-election,  and  to  support  it  by  force  of  arms,  placing 
'■  guards  "  around  the  ballot-box.  And  their  recommenda- 
tion is  adopted  by  the  Military  Governor  and  '"  made  "  by 
him  "part  of  this  proclamation."  And  yet  you  say,  "  I  do 
not  perceive  in  the  plan  any  menace  of  coercion  or  violence 
toward  any  one."  Just  so  with  the  earlier  "  independent 
movement "  of  Governor  Harris  in  this  State,  which  we 
opposed  as  we  oppose  this.  There  was  no  menace  of  coer- 
cion or  violence  toward  any  who  should  consent  to  see  the 
Constitution  violated  and  the  "political  plan "  ciirried  out 
without  opposition.  l$ut  the  bayonet  was  kept  in  view,  as 
It  is  in  this  Ciise.  Public  meetings  were  menaced,  and 
purUiipb  broken  up  by  armed  force.    And  so  it  is  now. 


Those  opposed  to  the  "  independent  movement"  were  de- 
nounced as  traitors,  and  so  they  are  now.  Troops  from 
our  own  and  from  other  States  were  used  to  overawe  the 
people,  and  so  they  are  now.  Wo  had  vigilance  oouimittees 
and  mcjb  violence  then.  We  have  now  secret  leagues,  and 
are  liable  at  any  time  to  arbitrary  arrest,  as  well  as  to  mob 
violence,  which  is  now  used  in  our  midst. 

These  are  general  facts,  in  support  of  which  we  add  the 
following  specifications : 

We  have  held  a  number  of  peaceable  and  loyal  public 
meetings  in  this  city,  more  than  one  of  which  has  been 
"menaced  "  by  your  partisans.  On  the  21st  instant  such  a 
meeting  was  held  at  tlie  court-house  in  this  city.  It  was 
held  "ijeacefnlly"  and  conducted  "loyally,"  the  assembly 
consisting  chiefly  of  the  "  friends  of  George  B.  McClellan." 
A  number  of  provost  guards  were  present,  by  request  of 
those  who  conducted  the  meeting,  to  preserve  order.  The 
meeting  had  been  addressed  by  a  gentleman  who  is  an  exile 
from  his  home  because  of  his  loyalty,  and  who  h.as  spent 
much  time  in  the  military  service  of  the  Government 
during  the  war.  One  of  the  undersigned,  a  McClellan 
Elector,  [lion.  Bailie  Peyton,]  had  taken  the  stand  to  ad- 
dress the  meeting,  when  the  hall  was  suddenly  entered  by 
a  large  party  of  soldiers,  and  the  meeting  violently  broken 
up.  These  men  rushed  in  with  guns  and  drawn  pistols, 
crying  "Disperse  you  d — d  rebels  and  traitors,"  extinguish- 
ing the  lights  and  driving  the  people  from  the  hall. 

We  specify  further  that  on  the  25th  instant,  the  rioters, 
thirty  in  number,  published  a  card  in  the  "  Nashville 
Times,"  the  organ  in  this  city  of  Governor  Johnson,  to 
wliich  they  a|ipended  their  names,  as  "  all  members  of 
Company  It,  1st  Tennessee  Li^ht  Artillery."  This  company 
was  raised  and  its  ollicers  appointed  (as  we  understand) 
under  the  superintendence  of  Governor  Johnson.  The 
rioters  speak  thus  in  their  card:  "Neither  Governor  John- 
son, nor  any  other  individual  outside  of  the  men  who  were 
active  participants,  l;new  anything  of  our  intentions  till  the 
affair  was  over.  S'lme  colored  men  may  have  followed  us, 
hut  we  kmw  iwthing  (ftliem."  "  We  do  not  fear  a  court- 
martial,"  thay  defiantly  add,  "and  therefore  cheerfully 
give  our  names  as  loyal  and  Union-loving  soldiers." 

We  specify  further  that  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  inst., 
only  three  days  after  the  McClellan  meeting  was  broken 
up,  our  streets  were  paraded  by  an  immense  jirocession  of 
negroes  beariug  torches  and  trahsparencies,  with  such  in- 
scriptions on  the  latter  as  "Lincoln  and  Johnson,"  "Liberty 
or  Death."  Some  disorders  occurred  in  connection  with 
this  demonstration,  and  shots  were  freely  fired  by  the  ne- 
groes— some  at  a  window  where  wliite  persons  were  stand- 
ing, and  some  at  persons  on  the  streets.  One  of  the  latter 
(an  employe  of  the  Government)  was  dangerously  if  not 
mortally  wounded,  and  it  was  thought  others  were  hit.  In 
the  course  of  these  orgies  the  procession  waited  on  Gov- 
ernor Andrew  Johnson,  at  the  Capitol,  .and  he  delivered  to 
the  negro  assembly  au  address.  A  report  of  liis  speech  was 
published  and  re-published  in  his  organ,  the  "Times,"  and 
from  that  report  we  take  the  following  extract.  Governor 
Johnson  says : 

"  I  speak  to-night  as  a  citizen  of  Tennessee.  I  am  here 
on  my  own  soil  and  mean  to  rem;iin  here,  and  fight  this  great 
battle  of  freedom  through  to  the  end.  Loyal  men  from  thii 
day  forward  are  tobe  t/te  controllers  of  Tennessee' s  grand  and 
SLULiME  destin;/,  and  rebels  must  de  dumb.  We  will  not 
hsten  to  their  counsels.    Nashville  is  no  lo.vger  the  placb 

FOR  THEM  TO  HOLD  THEIR  MEETINGS.  LET  THEM  GATHER  THETB 
TREASONABLE  CnXCLAVES  ELSEWHERE — AMONG  THEIR  FRIENDS 
IN  THE  CONFEDKRACY.      THEY  SHALL  NOT  HOLD  THEIR  CONaPIB- 

ACiES  IN  Nashville." 

The  language  of  the  rioters,  "  Disperse  rebels  and  trai- 
tors," and  the  common  application  of  such  terms  of  abuse 
and  terror  to  the  friends  of  General  McClellan  here,  do  not 
admit  of  our  ignoring  the  meaning  of  Governor  Johnson 
in  the  language  quoted.  The  allusion  is  evidently  to  the 
riotous  dispersion  of  our  meeting  three  evenings  previous. 
He  also  seems  to  adopt  your  idea,  that  as  a  citizen  of  Ten- 
nessee he  "has  the  right  to  favor  any  political  plan  he 
chooses."  Anil  he  unmistakably  evinces  liis  determination 
to  "  manage"  his  "side  of  his  context  in  his  own  way." 

"  Governor  Johnson,"  you  say,  "  like  any  other  loyal  citi- 
zen, hiis  a  right  to  favor  any  political  plan  he  chooses." 
We  do  not  so  read  the  duty  of  the  citizen.  Some  of  the 
political  plans  of  our  day  are  devised  to  overturn  the  Con- 
stitution and  Government  of  the  United  States — and  thisit 
one  of  them.  The  Southern  rebellion  is  another.  Neither 
the  citizen  nor  Governor  Johnson  has  a  right  to  favor  such 
plans,  unless  it  be  upon  the  principle  advanced  by  you  as 
a  member  of  Congress,  that  "  any  people,  any  where,  being 
inclined,  and  having  the  power,  have  the  right"  to  revolu- 
tionize their  Government;  that  "this  is  a  most  valuable,  a 
most  sacred  right."  Wo  shall  despair  of  the  republic  if 
these  principles  of  anarchy,  as  embodied  in  you,  shall  be 
adopted  by  the  people  in  your  re-election. 

In  the  face  of  tho  reign  of  terror  which  has  been  estab- 
lished in  Tennessee  under  tho  eyes  of  Qovernor  Johnson, 


APPENDIX. 


441 


yonsaytous:  "Do  as  yon  please  on  yonr  own  account, 
peacefully  and  loyally,  and  Governor  Johnson  will  not  mo- 
lest you,  but  wall  protect  you  against  violence  as  far  as  is 
in  his  power."  If  you  mean  that  Governor  Johnson  will 
allow  us  to  stay  awoy  from  the  polls  without  molestation, 
we  trust  there  is  some  truth  in  your  assurance.  But  if 
you  mean  to  suggest  that  we  huld  separate  elections  "  on 
our  own  account,"  and  to  assure  us  that  we  shall  not  be 
molested  but  protected  in  such  a  "  movement,"  we  know 
by  experience,  and  by  the  facts  above  set  forth,  that  your 
assurance  is  a  cruel  mo'^kery.  We  will  not  advise  our  cit- 
izens to  put  in  jeopardy  their  lives  in  going  through  the 
iarce  j'ou  propose,  of  holding  an  election  under  the  laws 
at  one  ballot-box,  while  Governor  Johnson  holds  an  elec- 
tion under  his  "  plan  "  at  another.  Too  many  unoffending 
Citizens  have  already  been  murdered  in  our  streets  by  ne- 
gro soldiers — too  many  reputable  women  have  been  in- 
sulted by  them.  We  do  not  wish  to  provoke  further  out- 
rage. There  will  be  no  election  for  President  in  Tennes- 
see in  1864.  You  and  Governor  Johnson  may  "  manage 
your  side  of  it  in  your  own  way,"  but  it  wOl  be  no 
dection. 

After  consultation  with  our  friends,  therefore,  in  different 
parts  of  the  State,  and  having  communicated  with  nearly 
all  of  our  colleagues,  we  respectfully  announce  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Tennessee  that  in  view  of  what  is  set  forth  above — 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  people  are  overawed  by  military 
power,  the  laws  set  aside  and  violated  with  impunity — and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  appealed  in  vain  to  the 
President  whose  duty  it  is  "  to  see  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed,"  and  that  those  who  act  by  his  authority 
shall  hold  sacred  the  liberties  of  the  people;  in  view  of 
these  tilings  we  announce  that  the  McClellan  Electoral 
Ticket  iu  Tennessee  is  withdrawn. 

W.  B.  CAMPBELL,  of  Wilson  Co. 

BAILIE  PEYTON,  o/  Summr  Co. 

JOUN  LELLYETT,  of  Davidson  Co. 
Nashville,  October  29, 1864. 


Suppression  of  Newspapers— (See  pp. 

188.  194.) 
Below  is  a  newspaper  report  of  a  trial  in  Oc- 
tober, 1864,  growing  out  of  the  suppression  of 
a  newspaper  in  Pennsylvania  : 

Unitkd  States  Circuit  Coukt — Judges  Grier  and  Cad- 
walader. — Wm.  H.  Hodgson  vs.  Wm.  Millward,  United 
States  Marshal.  This  is  an  action  to  recover  damages 
alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  by  re;ison  of 
the  seizm-e  of  the  presses,  type,  paper,  and  other  printing 
material  used  in  the  publication  of  the  newspaper  known 
as  the  Jrffcrsonian,  published  at  West  Chester,  in  this 
State.  The  seizure  was  made  on  the  2.3d  of  August,  ISGl, 
by  the  marshal's  deputies,  Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Schuyler. 
The  office  was  closed,  and  plaintiff  alleges  that  he  was  de- 
prived of  the  use  of  his  property,  and  thereby  compelled  to 
suspend  the  issue  of  his  paper  until  the  14th  of  October, 
1861,  to  his  great  lo.ss  and  damage,  and  for  which  he  now 
seeks  to  recover.  The  authority  for  the  seizure,  and  upon 
which  the  defendant  relies  as  his  defence,  was  the  following 
warrant  issued  by  the  then  United  Sfcites  District  Attorney, 
Geo.  A.  Coffey,  Esq.,  who  claimed  to  have  issued  the  same 
by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  at  Washington : 
Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
Office  U.  S.  Attoenet. 
To  Wm.  Millward,  5Iarshal : 

According  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  6th  of  August, 
1£61, 1  hereby  request  you  to  seize  upon  all  copies  of  the 
Jeffersoiiian  newspaper,  published  in  the  borough  of  West 
Chester,  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  all  pro- 
perty of  every  kind  whatsoever  used  in  and  about  the  pub- 
lication of  said  newspaper  that  may  be  found  in  your  baili- 
wick, lor  condonmation  and  confiscation  according  to  law, 
I  being  authorized  by  the  President  of  the  United  St;ites. 
GEORGE  A.  COFFEY,  UnUed Stales  Attorney. 

Philadelphia,  2M  August,  1861. 

The  c«ise  was  tried  before  Chief  Justice  Lowrie,  in  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Nisi  Prius,  in  February  last,  and  was 
prosecuted  to  judgment,  but  subsequently,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3d,  1863,  entitled 
"  an  act  relating  to  habeas  corpus  cases,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  nisi  prius  was 
removed  into  this  court,  whore  yesterday  it  came  up  for 
trial  de  7iovo. 

The  evidence  offered  to  the  court  and  jury  was  mainly 
that  adduced  upon  the  former  trial,  and  at  that  time  re- 
duced to  writing.  The  defence  set  up  that  the  order  of 
District  Attorney  Coffey  to  seize  the  property  was  a  justi- 
fication, and  as  the  act  of  Congress  authorized  the  President 
to  direct  such  seizure,  the  jury,  if  they  found  that  Mr.  Cof- 
fey did  receive  such  instructions,  and  ia  turn  issued  his 


order  to  Mr.  Millward,  the  verdict  should  be  for  the  de- 
fendants. 

Defenilant's  points,  on  which  the  court  was  requested  to 
charge,  were  as  follows : 

1.  Tliat  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
August  6,  ISGl,  the  District  Attorney  of  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  tUo  United  States  is  authorized  to  institute  proceed- 
ings for  the  confiscation  and  condemnation  of  any  propertj 
within  the  said  district,  of  the  character  described  in  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  and  that  for  this  purpose  the  said 
District  Attorney  had  authority  to  direct  the  seizure  of 
such  property  so  found,  preparatory  to  filing  an  information 
in  and  issuing  an  attachment  from  the  proper  court,  and 
th.at  his  order  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  to  seize  the 
Jeffcrsnnian  printing-press,  and  other  materials,  followed 
up  as  it  was  by  the  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  legal  justification  of  the  marshal  and  his  dep- 
uties for  such  seizure. 

If  the  court  should  decline  to  affirm  the  foregoing  propo- 
sition, then  it  is  respectfully  requested  to  charge  : 

I.  That  if  the  jury  find  from  the  evidence  that  the  order 
from  the  District  Attorney  to  the  marshal  was  issued  under 
the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  then 
the  said  order  is  a  justification  to  the  marshal  and  his  de- 
puties for  the  seizure  complained  of  in  this  suit. 

II.  That  after  the  information  w;is  filed  iu  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  attachment  was  issued 
therefrom  and  the  property  attached,  it  was  iu  the  custody 
of  the  law,  and  the  marshal  was  in  nowise  liable  for  dam- 
ages for  its  detention,  and  that  the  plaintiff  can  only  re- 
cover for  the  taking  and  detention  of  the  property  from  the 
23d  of  August  to  the  I2th  of  September,  a  period  of  twenty 
days. 

III.  That  the  measure  of  damages  in  this  case  is  the  act- 
ual pecuniary  loss  which  the  plaintiff  sustained  by  reason 
of  the  possession  of  his  printing  establishment  having  been 
taken  by  the  marshal  jind  continued  for  the  period  of 
twenty  days,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  cause 
which  would  justify  the  jury  in  giving  vindictive  damages. 

JUDGE    GUIER's    CUAUGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury  :  After  the  elaborate  arguments 
of  counsel,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  much  about  the  facts 
of  this  case.  It  is  your  province  to  deal  with  the  facts. 
You  are  the  sole  judges  of  them,  and  are  to  apply  to  them 
the  principles  of  law  that  will  be  laid  down  by  the  court. 
You  are  not  to  decide  the  law.  That  is  for  the  court.  You 
must  take  care  not  to  let  party  feeling  or  passion  influence 
you.  You  must  hear  the  small  as  well  as  the  great.  While 
you  may  recollect  that  this  was  done  in  times  of  great  ex- 
citement, yet  that  a  trespass,  and  a  gross  one,  has  been 
committed,  it  is  not  denied.  It  is  a  fact,  to  be  sure,  for  you, 
but  it  is  not  denied  that  projierty  of  the  plaintiff  was 
taken.  If  so,  have  the  defendants  made  out  a  justifica- 
tion ? 

The  court  instruct  you,  they  have  not.  The  marshal 
cannot  plead  the  order  of  the  Attorney  General  or  his 
deputy.  This  is  not  a  justification.  If  a  marshal  arrests 
A  when  told  to  arrest  B,  it  is  no  defence  that  ho  had  a 
right  to  arrest  B. 

The  marshal  would  have  had  a  right  to  seize  for  condem- 
nation the  kind  of  property  specified  in  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  6th  of  August,  1861,  without  the  order  of  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney.  But  this  act  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  It  never  gave  authority  for  such  a 
seizure  as  the  present  one. 

The  order  of  the  District  Attorney  that  has  been  shown 
here  was  no  more  of  a  justification  to  the  mai-shal  than  if 
issued  by  any  one  now  in  the  court-house. 

The  District  Attorney  had  no  right  to  make  such  an  order. 
You  may  arrest  a  man  for  murder  without  warrant,  but  you 
show  the  man  committed  the  felony;  otherwise  it  is  no  de- 
fence to  an  action  uf  trespass. 

If  the  property,  then,  was  within  the  meaning  of  the  act 
of  Congress,  the  seizure  was  justifiable;  if  not,  the  marshal 
is  liable  in  damages.  Certain  points,  or  prayers  for  instruc- 
tion on  the  law,  have  been  submitted  to  me  by  the  defend- 
ants, which  I  will  now  proceed  to  answer: 

I.  ITie  first  point,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  true.  The  Dis- 
trict Attorney  uught  advise  the  issuing  of  an  attachment, 
and  seize  property  that  was  lia"ble  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. But  it  is  not  the  law  that  this  order  of  the  District 
Attorney  was  a  justification  of  the  marshal  in  this  case. 
The  marshal  could  act,  if  the  property  w;is  liable  to  seizure, 
iis  well  without  the  order  of  the  District  Attorney  as  with 
it.  If  the  court  had  decided  that  the  property  was  liable, 
the  marshal  would  have  been  justified.  But  if  the  court 
had  decided  the  property  was  not  properly  seized,  then  the 
seizure  was  unlawful  and  it  w.os  trespass,  and  the  marshal 
was  liable.  There  is  not  even  a  certificate  as  to  probable 
cause  for  seizure.  But  I  say  notliing  on  this  head,  for  it 
does  not  appear  that  it  was  a.sked,  or  that  it  was  a  case  for 
it.  No  attempt,  however,  was  made  at  the  hearing  of  the 
information  in  the  circuit  court  to  show  any  cause.    It  was 
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clear  that  the  act  of  Congress  did  not  apply.  There  was 
no  law  forbidding  this  man,  the  plaintifi",  to  write  against 
the  war.  I  doubt  whether  any  act  of  Congress  could  have 
prevented  a  man  giving  his  opinions  candidly  against  the 
war.  lie  had  a  right  to  write  and  to  print.  The  order  of 
the  District  Attorney  makes  tlie  case  no  better.  lie  had 
no  right  to  issue  the  order.  The  marshal  had  no  right  to 
obey  it.  It  was  no  wanant.  If  the  marshal  had  consulted 
counsel,  counsel  would  have  told  him  he  was  not  to  obey 
such  an  order.  I  doubt  any  counsel  could  have  been  found 
who  would  have  advised  obedience  to  such  an  order. 

II.  In  answer  to  the  second  point,  I  say  there  is  no  com- 
petent evidence  of  any  authority  from  the  President  or  any 
of  his  Cabinet,  and  if  there  had  been  it  would  make  the 
case  no  better.  If  there  had  been  a  proceeding  in  court, 
and  a  seizure  under  protest,  it  would  have  protected  the 
officer.  But  the  marshal  or  sheriff  cannot  justify  under  an 
order  like  this. 

III.  As  to  the  third  point,  I  instruct  you  on  the  question 
of  damages  that  the  jury  should  give  full  compensatory 
damages  for  all  the  loss  that  has  accrued  to  the  plaintiff. 
But  the  damages  should  not  be  vindictive  or  punitive. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  the  marshal  acted  from  malice,  or 
was  influenced  by  political  feeling,  or  committed  any  ex- 
cess. There  is  some  evidence  that  tlie  District  Attorney 
did  this  to  gratify  some  people  out  of  doors.  He  is  not, 
however,  here  to  answer,  and  this  is  not  imputable  to  the 
marshal.  But,  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  public  justice 
when  an  officer  of  the  law  commits  an  act  almost  witliout 
a  pretence  of  authority,  the  damages  should  be  exemplary 
to  vindicate  the  outraged  law,  that  men  in  authority  may 
he  careful  how  they  trespass  on  the  rights  of  citizens. 
There  is  a  difference  in  this  respect  between  the  case  of  a 
public  ofiicer  and  a  private  person,  no  matter  how  high  the 
public  officer — even  the  President  or  one  of  his  Secretaries. 
The  marshal  is  here  liable  for  the  whole  time  the  property 
was  detained.  Ue  is  liable  for  all  the  damages  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end.  The  decree  of  this  court  was  con- 
clusive against  him.  I  have  thus  laid  down  the  principles 
of  law  wliieh  are  to  guide  you,  and  it  will  be  for  you  to 
apply  them  to  the  facts  of  the  cause. 

The  jury  was  out  about  twenty  hours,  and 
returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  $504  23. 
George  W.  Biddle  and  Wm.  B.  Heed  for  plain- 
tiff; John  C.  Knox  and  David  Webster  for  de- 
fendant. 

Colored  Persons  as  Witnesses. 

To  complete  the  record  on  pages  242,  243,  it 
should  be  stated  that  these  proceedings  were 
prior  to  those  there  recorded  : 

Pending  the  emancipation  bill  for  the  District  of  Colura 
bia,  Second  Session  of  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  in  Senate, 

186J,  April  3 — Mr.  Sumner,  moved  to  amend  Section  7,  by 
adding  the  words  :  "  without  the  exclusion  of  any  witness 
on  account  of  color;"  which  was  agreed  to,  yeas  2G,  nays 
9,  as  fulluws: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clar!:,  Col- 
Ir.mer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  i'essendou,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harris, 
Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Morrill,  Punieroy,  Sumner, Ten  Eyclc,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, Wilniot,  Wilson  of  Mass. — .6. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Ken'^et'y ■  Nesmith , 
Powell,  SauUhury,  Wiiley,  Wilson  of  Missouri,   Wright. — U. 

There  was  no  separate  vote  in  the  House  on 
this  proposition. 

Connected  with  this  subject,  as  stated  on 
page  243,  is  the  following  opinion  of  Judge 
John  C.  Underwood,  of  the  United  States  Dis- 
trict Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Virginia, 
delivered  at  the  late  term  : 

{From  the  Alexandria,  Va.,  State  Journal.'] 
United  States  District  Court,  District  of  Virginia,  in  the 
matter  of  the  petition  of  Israel  Dorsey,  a  citizen  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  use  of  the  courts  of  the  country,  aild  the  right  to 
give  testimony  in  them  are  privileges  so  fundamentS  and 
important  to  the  security  of  personal  and  domestic  peace, 
as  to  make  their  denial  one  of  the  greatest  wrongs,  next  to 
slavery  itself,  which  can  be  inflicted  on  a  human  being. 

If  the  denial  is  permitted  the  victim  may  l)e  robbed 
npon  the  highway,  his  house  burned  over  his  head,  his  wife 
or  child  ravislicd  or  murdered  before  his  eyes  without  rem- 
edy or  redress.  We  see.  therefore,  that  (lie  right  to  testify 
in  courts  of  justice  is  not  only  essential  to  pfrsonal  dignity 
and  safety,  but  it  is  the  very  bulwark  of  defence  of  all 


other  individual,  domestic,  and  social  rights,  and  that  noth- 
ing but  a  conviction  of  a  high  crime  can  possibly  justify  its 
invasion.  The  clause  of  tlie  United  States  Constitution  on 
which  the  petitioner  relies  is  the  first  of  the  second  section 
of  Article  4,  and  is  in  these  words  : 

"  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges'and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

Alexander  Hamilton,  in  commenting  upon  this  clause  in 
the  80th  number  of  the  Federalist,  says : 

"It  may  be  esteemed  the  basis  of  the  Union.  And  if  it 
he  a  just  principle  that  every  government  ought  to  possess 
the  means  of  executing  its  own  provisions,  by  its  own 
authority,  it  will  follow  that  in  order  to  the  "inviolable 
maintenance  of  that  equality  of  privileges  and  immunities 
to  which  the  citizens  of  the  Union  will  be  entitled,  the 
national  judiciary  ought  to  preside  in  all  cases  in  which 
one  State  or  its  citizens  are  opposed  to  another  State  or  its 
citizens.  To  secure  the  full  effect  of  so  fundamental  a  pro- 
vision against  all  evasion  and  subterfuge,  it  is  necessary 
that  its  construction  should  bo  committed  to  that  tribunal, 
which,  having  no  local  attachments,  will  be  likely  to  be 
impartial  between  the  different  States  and  their  citizens, 
and  which,  owing  its  official  existence  to  the  Union,  will 
never  be  likely  to  feel  any  bias  inauspicious  to  the  princi- 
ples on  which  it  is  founded." 

In  the  same  paper  he  says  :  "  There  ought  always  'to  he 
a  constitutional  method  to  give  efficacy  to  constitutional 
provisions."  It  will  be  remembered  that,  to  give  effect  to 
this  very  provision,  and  to  secure  the  invaded  rights  of  her 
citizens,  the  Legislature  of  Msssachusetts  many  years  ago 
sent  an  eminent  jurist,  Judge  Hoar,  to  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  with  an  appeal  to  the  courts  of  juctice.  Ilis  ap- 
peal was  rudely  rejected,  and  himself  and  daughter  by  mob 
violence  driven  from  that  State  of  lawless  madmen,  who 
were  then  just  beginning  their  wild  rush  from  the  crime  of 
slavery  to  the  kindred  crimes  of  treason  and  rebellion 
against  the  best  Government  that  ever  blessed  the  world. 
Nor  is  it  too  much  to  assert  that  the  neglect  to  give  practi- 
cal effect  to  this  constitutional  provision  has  been  an  effi- 
cient cause  of  the  war  now  desolating  the  country. 

In  support  of  these  views  the  case  of  Corfield  rs.  Coryell, 
4th  volume  Washington  Circuit  Court  Keports,  pages  3S0 
and  381,  is  directly  in  point  and  would  seem  conclusive. 
Mr.  Justice  Washington  in  his  opinion  says  of  the  clause 
in  questiin: 

"  The  inquiry  is,  what  are  the  privileges  and  immnnitiei 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States  ?  We  find  no  hesitation  in 
confining  these  expressions  to  those  privileges  and  immn- 
nities  which  are  in  their  nature  fundamental.  They  may 
be  all  comiirehended  under  the  following  general  heads : 
Protection  by  the  Government ;  the  enjoyment  of  life  and 
liberty,  with  the  right  to  acquire  and  possess  property  of 
every  kind,  and  to  pursue  and  obtain  happiness  and  safety. 
The  right  of  a  citizen  of  one  State  to  pass  through  or  to 
reside  in  any  other  State,  for  purposes  of  trade,  agriculture, 
profescional  pursuits  or  otherwise,  to  claim  the  benefit  of 
the  writ  of  liabras  corpus:,  to  institute  and  maintain  actions 
of  any  kind  in  the  courts  of  the  State,  to  take,  hold,  and 
dispose  of  i)roperty,  real  and  personal,  and  an  exemption 
from  higher  taxes  or  impositions  than  are  paid  by  the 
other  citizens  of  the  State.  These  and  many  others  wliich 
might  be  mentioned  are  strictly  privileges  and  immunities, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  them  by  the  citizens  of  each  State 
in  every  other  State  are  manifestly  calciUated  (to  use  the 
expressions  of  the  preamble  of  the  corresponding  provision 
in  the  old  articles  of  confederation)  the  better  to  secure 
and  perpetuate  mutual  frienshipand  intercourse  among  the 
people  of  the  different  States  of  the  Union." 

The  right  to  testify  must  be  included  in  the  foregoing 
enumeration  as  a  part  of  the  right  to  use  the  courts,  and 
several  of  the  rights  enumerated  are  certainly  less  vital 
and  fundamental  than  the  right  in  question. 

No  one  who  has  read  tlie  able  opinion  of  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Bates,  utterly  demolishing  the  unfortunate  obiter  dicta 
in  the  Dred  Scott  c;use,  can  doubt  that  colored  men  may  be 
citizens  of  the  Um'ted  States  and  of  the  several  States;  and 
indeed,  all  the  counsel  in  this  case  seem  to  admit  that  the 
petitioner  is  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts. 

This  court  has  no  doubt  that  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts 
has  a  right  to  demand  the  protection  of  his  oath,  and  the 
use  of  the  courts  of  A'irgiuia,  or  any  other  State  of  this 
Union,  in  virtue  of  the  above-quoted  constitutional  pro- 
vision, which,  like  a  treaty  siii)ulation  between  inde- 
pendent States,  abrogates  every  State  law  which  may 
attempt  to  defeat  its  wise  and  benevolent  and  truly  nation- 
al operation. 

Massachusetts  may  with  perfect  propriety  say  to  Virginia 
— no  matter  with  what  wrongs,  for  the  sake  of  sustaining 
a  bloody  and  barbarous  system,  you  outrage  humanity  in 
the  persons  of  colored  men  born  and  reared  upon  yoiu: 
own  soil,  I  demand  of  you,  by  the  sacred  guaianty  of  your 
constitutional  obligations,  that  the  humblest  of  my  citi- 
zens when  a  sojourner  in  your  territory,  shall  be  secure  in 
all  the  great  fuud;uueutal  rights  of  human  nature. 
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On  the  22d  day  of  June,  1772,  the  court  of  the  King's 
Bench  decided  in  the  case  of  James  Somerset,  claimed  as  a 
slave  by  a  Viigiuia  planter  named  Charles  Stewart,  that 
"  the  statu  of  slavery  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  is  incapa- 
ble of  being  introduced  on  any  reasons,  moral  or  polit- 
ical, but  unly  by  positive  law.  It  is  so  odious  that  nothing 
can  be  suffered  to  support  it  but  positive  law,  and  theveiore 
the  black  must  be  discharged."  Such  in  that  celebrated 
case  was  the  language  of  Lord  Mansfield,  the  most  brilliant 
light  in  that  constellation  of  British  judges  who  made 
their  land  immortal  and  raised  themselves  to  the  most 
sublime  moral  elevation  by  stooping  to  lift  the  lowly  and 
crushed  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  to  place  them  upon 
the  graat  table-land  of  British  security  and  protection.  It 
was  on  the  argument  of  the  same  caso  that  Counselor  Iiavy 
ma  ie  the  ncvoi-to-be-forgotten  doclaration  that  the  air  of 
England  was  '•  too  pure  for  a  slave  to  breathe  in." 

It  is  time  for  u*  to  say  the  soil  of  Virginia,  soaked  by  the 
blood  of  so  many  martyi-s  of  freedom,  is  too  sacred  to  be  ever 
again  pressed  l.iy  the  footstep  of  a  slave. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  in  1850  excited  the  in- 
dignation of  all  Christendom  by  demanding  of  Congress 
aJditioual  enactments  to  facilitate  man  and  woman  hunt- 
ing throtigh  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  country,  freely 
admitted  that  there  was  no  positive  law  in  Virginia  estab- 
lishing slavery,  and  that  the  system  rested  alone  upon  cus- 
tom.   He  might  well  have  added, 

"  It  is  a  custom 
More  honored  in  the  breach  than  the  observance." 
How  then  can  any  one  who  respects  the  humane  principles 
deolaied  in  Lord  Mansfield's  time-honored  opinion,  for  one 
moment  regard  slavery  or  any  of  its  incidents  as  of  any 
legal  force  in  this  State  ? 

This  court  will  always  be  ready  to  apply  Lord  Mansfield's 
principles  to  slavery  and  its  supports  and  incidents,  and  the 
law  in  question  is  nothing  more,  and  it  has  also  the  strong- 
est conviction  that  the  State  law  excluding  the  testimony 
of  colored  men  from  the  courts  of  justice  is  utterly  null  and 
void,  because  it  is  utterly  repugnant  to  her  glorious  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  which,  following   the  decision   of  Lord 
Mansfield,  was  adopted  in  Juue,  1776,  as  part  of  the  con-  j 
Btitutiou  of  the  State.    Never  has  that  Declaration  been  i 
repealed,  but  it  has  been  repeatedly  reaffirmed  and  con-  i 
tinned  as  the  basis  of  every  State  constitution  of  Virginia 
up  to  and  including  that  of  1S04. 

Among  the  provisions  of  that  Declaration  are  the  follow- 
ing: 

1.  That  all  men  are  by  nature  equally  free  and  indepen- 
dent, and  have  certain  inherent  rights,  of  which,  when  they 
enter  into  a  state  of  society,  they  cannot,  by  any  compact, 
deprive  or  uivcst  their  posterity ;  namely,  the  enjoyment  of 
lite  and  liberty,  with  tlie  means  of  acquiring  and  possessing 
property,  and  pursuing  aud  obtaining  happiness  and  safety. 

4.  That  no  man  or  set  of  men  are  entitled  to  exclusive  or 
separate  emoluments  or  privileges  from  the  community, 
but  in  consideration  of  public  services. 

15.  That  no  tree  government  or  the  blessing  of  liberty 
can  be  preserved  to  any  people  but  by  a  firm  adhereuce  to 
justice,  moderation,  temperance,  frugality  and  virtue,  aud 
by  a  frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles. 

In  the  light  of  such  giuuanties  the  enactment  excluding 
the  testimony  of  any  man  unconvicted  of  an  infamous 
crime  could  not  bo  executed  or  tolerated  for  a  moment  by 
a  civilized  and  christian  people,  but  for  the  debasing  and 
demoralizing  infiuence  of  the  great  abomination  of  slavery ; 
which,  invading  every  department  of  society,  ascending 
even  the  pulpit  and  the  halls  of  justice,  hcis  too  successfully 
labored  to  poison  and  paralyze  the  public  conscience,  pro- 
nouncing itself,  with  all  the  blazen  impudeuce  of  the  bot- 
tomless pit,  a  divine  institution,  and  asserting  the  cruel 
doctrine  that  the  dearest  human  rights  are  ouly  skin  deep, 
and  that  dusky  men  have  none  which  paler  men  are  bound 
to  respect. 

Never  should  the  courts  of  Virginia  deny  this  fundamen- 
tal privilege  of  manhood  to  any  innocent  human  being,  and 
least  of  all  to  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts — the  cradle  of  the 
American  Revolution  of  1776 — the  first  State  to  abolish 
slavery,  the  first  to  scatter  the  seeds  of  knowledge  and 
science  throughout  her  bounds,  to  bless  all  the  people  who 
dwell  within  the  infiuence  of  her  generous  and  beneficent 
institutions. 

Had  Congress  clearly  conferred  upon  this  court  the 
necessary  power,  the  relief  prayed  for  by  the  petitioner 
would  be  cheerfully  and  speedily  granted.  But  the  method 
of  proceeding  in  order  to  secure  the  benefit  of  a  right  fully 
guaraiiteeil  by  the  Constitution  lias  been  left  in  great 
doubt  and  obscurity  from  some  cause,  probably  from  an  in- 
fluence which  in  the  future  will  neither  be  felt  nor  feared. 
With  a  view,  therefore,  of  obtaining  the  aid  of  Congress  at 
the  approaching  session,  and  witli  the  hope  also  that  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  soon  to  assemble,  rnay  do  itself 
and  our  old  Commonwealth  the  honor  of  \viping  the  wicked 
enactment,  excluding  the  testimony  of  colored  men  in  any 
of  our  courts,  from  our  code  of  lawS;  burying  it  in  the  same 


grave  with  its  barbarous  twin  brother,  slavery,  thus  obvi- 
ating the  necessity  of  turther  action  by  this  cuurt,  the  case 
is  put  over  for  final  action,  and,  if  desired,  for  further  ar- 
gument, to  the  next  term. 


Gen.  Grant's  Orders  Respecting  Fu- 
gitive Slaves. 

As  an  addenda  to  the  military  reports,  or- 
ders, and  proclamations,  respecting  "  contra- 
bands," on  pages  244,  253,  the  following, 
issued  at  different  times  by  Gen.  Grant,  and 
not  before  published  as  a  whole,  are  inserted : 

HEADQUiRTERS  DISTRICT  OF  WEST  TENNESSEE, 

Fort  Do.nelson,  February  26, 1862. 
General  Orders  \ 
No.  14.         ]■ 

I.  General  Orders  No.  3,  series  1861,  from  Headquarters 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  is  still  in  force,  and  must  be 
observed.  The  necessity  of  its  strict  enforcement  is  made 
apparent  by  the  numerous  applications  from  citizens  for 
permission  to  pass  through  the  camps  to  look  for  fugitive 
slaves.  In  no  case  whatever  will  permission  be  granted  to 
citizens  for  this  purpose. 

II.  All  slaves  at  Fort  Donelson  at  tlie  time  of  its  capture, 
and  all  slaves  within  the  line  of  military  occupation  that 
have  been  used  by  the  enemy  in  building  fortifications,  or 
in  any  manner  hostile  to  the  Government,  will  be  employed 
by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Government,  and  will  under  no  circumstance  be  permitted 
to  return  to  their  masters. 

III.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  all  oflBcers  of  this  command 
to  see  that  all  slaves  above  indicated  are  promptly  delivered 
to  the  Cliief  QuartermMter  of  the  district. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Uen.  U.  S.  Ghant  : 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS,  A.  A.  G. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Tf.nnessee, 

Corinth,  Miss.,  August  11, 1862. 
General  Orders \ 
No.  72.         ]■ 
Recent  acts  of  Congress  prohibit  the  array  from  returning 
fugitives  from  labor  to  their  claimants,  and  authorizing  the 
enqiloyment  of  such  persons  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  following  orders  are  therefore  published  for  the 
guidance  of  the  army  in  this  military  district  in  this  mat- 
ter: 

I.  All  fugitives  thus  employed  must  be  registered,  the 
names  of  the  fugitives  and  claimants  given,  aud  must  bo 
borne  upon  morning  reports  of  the  command  in  which  they 
are  kept,  showing  how  they  are  employed. 

II.  Fugitive  shives  may  be  employed  as  laborers  in  the 
Quartermaster's,  Subsistence,  and  Engineer  Departments, 
and  wherever  by  such  employment  a  soldier  may  be  saved 
to  the  ranks.  They  may  be  employed  as  teamsters,  as 
company  cooks,  (not  exceeding  four  to  a  company,)  or  as 
hospital  attendants  or  nurses.  Oflicers  may  employ  them 
as  private  servants,  in  which  latter  case  the  fugitive  will 
not  be  paid  or  rationed  by  the  Government.  Negroes,  not 
thus  employed,  will  be  deemed  unauthorized  persons,  aud 
must  be  excluded  from  the  camps. 

III.  Officers  and  sohliers  are  prohibited  from  enticing 
slaves  to  leave  their  masters.  When  it  becomes  necessary 
to  employ  this  kind  of  labor,  commanding  officers  of  posts 
or  troops  must  send  details  (always  under  the  charge  of  a 
suitable  non-commissioned  officer)  to  press  into  service  the 
slaves  of  disloyal  persons  to  the  number  required. 

IV.  Citizens  within  the  reach  of  any  military  station, 
known  to  be  disloyal  and  dangerous,  may  be  ordered  away 
or  arrested,  and  their  crops  aud  stocks  taken  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Government  or  the  use  of  tlio  army. 

V.  All  property  taken  from  rebel  owners  must  be  duly 
reported  and  used  for  the  benefit  of  Government,  and  be 
issued  to  troops  through  the  proper  departments,  aud  when 
practicable  the  act  of  taking  should  bo  avowed  by  the 
written  certificate  of  the  officer  taking,  to  the  owner  or 
agent  of  such  property. 

It  is  enjoined  on  all  commanding  officers  to  see  that  this 
order  is  strictly  executed.  The  demoralization  of  troops 
consequent  on  being  left  to  execute  laws  in  their  own  way, 
without  a  proper  head,  must  be  jivoided. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS,  A.  A.  G. 

XlEADtJOAKTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE, 

Milliken's  Bend,  La.,  April  22, 1863. 
General  Orders  \ 

No.  25.         /  [Extract.] 

I.  Corps,  division,  and  post  commanders  will  aftord  all 
facilities  for  the  completion  of  the  negro  regiments  now 
i  organizing  in  this  department.    Commissaries  will  ifisue 
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BtipplieB,  and  Qnartermasters  will  furnish  stores  on  the  ' 
same  requisitious  and  returns  as  are  required  from  otliei 
Troops. 

It  is  expected  that  all  commanders  -vrill  especially  exert 
themselves  in  carrying  out  the  policy  of  the  Administration, 
not  only  in  organizing  colored  regiments  and  rendering 
them  efficient,  but  also  in  removing  prejudice  against 
them.  ■ 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  U.  S.  Guant: 

(Signed)  JNO.  A.  RAWLINS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 

Headquakters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

VicKSBUEG,  Miss.,  Au/just  10, 1863. 
General  OrdeesI 
Nu.  51.  J 

I.  At  all  military  posts  in  States  within  the  Department, 
where  slavery  has  been  abolished  by  the  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  camps  will  be  estab- 
Ushed  for  such  freed  people  of  color  as  are  out  of  employ- 
ment. 

II.  Commanders  of  posts  or  districts  will  detail  suitable 
officers  from  the  army  as  superintendents  of  such  camps. 
It  will  bo  the  duty  of  such  superintendents  to  see  that  suit- 
able rations  are  drawn  from  the  Subsistence  Department 
for  such  people  as  are  confided  to  their  care. 

III.  .^11  such  persons  supported  by  the  Government  will 
be  employed  iu  every  practicable  waj',  so  as  to  avoid,  as  far 
as  possible,  their  becoming  a  burden  upon  the  Government. 
They  may  be  hired  to  planters  or  other  citizens,  on  proper 
a-ssurances  that  the  negroes  so  hired  will  not  be  run  off 
beyond  the  military  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  they 
may  be  employed  on  any  public  works;  iu  gathering  crops 
from  abandoned  plantations;  and  generally,  in  any  mau- 
ner  local  commanders  may  deem  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  Government,  iu  compliance  with  law  and  the  policy  of 
the  Administration. 

I  v.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Provost  Marshal  at  every 
military  post  to  see  that  every  negro  witlun  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  military  authority  is  employed  by  some  white  per- 
son or  is  sent  to  the  camps  provided  for  freed  people. 

V.  Citizens  may  make  contracts  with  freed  persons  of 
color  for  their  labor,  giving  wages  per  month  in  money,  or 
employ  tamilies  of  them  by  the  year  on  plantations,  &c., 
feeding,  clothing,  and  supporting  the  infirm  as  well  as  the 
able-bodied,  and  giving  a  portion — not  less  than  one-twen- 
tieth— of  the  commercial  pai-t  of  their  crops,  in  payment 
for  such  sen'ico. 

VI.  Where  negroes  are  employed  under  this  authority, 
the  i)artie3  employing  will  register  with  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal their  names,  occupation,  and  residence,  and  the  num- 
ber of  negroes  employed.  Xhoy  will  enter  into  such  bonds 
as  the  Provost  Marshal,  with  the  approval  of  the  local 
commander,  may  require,  for  the  kind  treatment  and 
pri  >per  care  of  those  employed,  and  a3  security  against  theii- 
being  carried  beyond  the  employer's  jurisdiction. 

VII.  Nothing  in  this  order  is  to  bo  construed  to  embarrass 
the  employment  of  such  colored  persons  as  may  be  required 
by  the  Government. 

By  order  of  Major  General  U.  S.  Gsant  : 

(Signed)  T.  S.  BOWERS, 

Acting  Asst.  Adft  Geri'l. 

Headquarters  Departstent  of  the  Tennessee, 

ViCKSBCRG,  Miss.,  August  'Zo,  1863. 
Gener.u.  Orders  I 
No.  53.         j 

I.  Ilereafter,  negroes  will  not  be  allowed  in  or  about  the 
aimps  oi  white  troops,  except  such  as  are  properly  em- 
ployed aud  controlled. 

II.  Tluy  may  be  employed  in  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment, Subsistence  Department,  Medical  Department,  as 
hospital  nurses  aud  laundresses,  in  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment a.s  pioneers.  As  fir  as  practicable,  such  as  have  been 
or  may  bo  rejected  as  recruits  for  colored  regimenia  by  the 
examining  surgeon  will  be  employed  about  hospitiUs  and 
iu  pioneer  corps. 

III.  In  regiments  and  companies  they  may  be  employed 
a.s  follows:  One  cook  to  eacli  fifteen  niL-n,  and  one  teamster 
to  e;ich  wagon.  Officers  may  employ  them  as  servants,  but 
not  in  greater  numbers  than  they  are  (entitled  to  commuta- 
tion tor. 

IV.  Commanders  of  regiments  and  detachments  will  see 
that  all  negroes  in  or  abojit  their  respective  camps,  not 
employed  iis  provided  iu  thisorder,  are  collected  and  turned 
over  to  the  Provost  Marshal  of  the  division,  post,  or  army 
corps  to  which  tlieir  regiment  or  detiichment  belongs. 

V.  Provost  Marshals  will  keep  all  negioes  thus  coming 
into  their  hands  from  straggling  and  wandering  about, 
tiDtil  they  can  be  put  in  charge  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  camp  for  colored  people  nearest  them;  and  all  negroes 
unemployed  iu  accordance  with  this  or  previous  orders,  not 


in  and  about  camps  of  regiments  and  detachments,  will  be 
required  to  go  into  the  camps  established  lor  negroes,  and 
it  is  enjoined  upon  Provost  MoTshals  to  see  that  they  do  so. 

VI.  Recruiting  for  colored  regiments  in  negro  camps  will 
bo  prohibited,  except  when  special  authority  to  do  so  is 
given. 

VII.  All  able-bodied  negro  men  who  are  found,  ten  days 
after  publication  of  this  order,  without  a  certificate  of  the 
officer  or  person  employing  them,  will  be  regarded  as  un- 
employed, and  may  be  pressed  into  service.  Certificates 
given  to  negroes  must  show  how,  when,  and  by  whom  they 
are  employed,  and  if  as  officers'  servants,  that  the  officer 
employing  them  has  not  a  greater  number  than  by  law  he 
is  entitled  to  commutation  lor. 

By  order  of  Major  General  U.  S.  Grant  : 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Protection  to  Colored  Soldiers. 

Oa  pfcge  280  is  the  President's  order  on  ibia 
subject,  which  has  been  the  occasion  of  more  or 
less  correspondence  between  the  Union  and 
Rebel  authorities.  The  latest  and  most  satis- 
factory statement  is  included  in  the  subjoined 
correspondence  : 

HE.U)QnAETER.S  ArMT  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

October  19, 1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Commanding  U.  S.  Armies: 

General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  the  Confederate  States,  I  have  the  honor 
to  call  your  attention  tc  the  subject  of  two  communications 
recently  addressed  by  Major  General  B.  F.  Butler,  an  officer 
under  your  command,  to  the  Hon.  Robert  Ould,  commis- 
sioner for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  For  the  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  matter,  1  enclose  copies  of  the  commu- 
nications. 

You  will  perceive  by  one  of  them  that  the  writer  haa 
placed  a  number  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Con- 
federate service,  prisoners  of  war  captured  by  the  United 
States  forces,  at  labor  in  the  canal  at  Dutch  Gap,  in  retaliar 
tion,  as  is  alleged,  for  a  like  number  of  Federal  colored  sol- 
diers, prisoners  of  war  in  our  hands,  who  are  said  to  have 
been  put  to  work  on  our  fortifications.  The  evidence  of 
this  fact  is  found  in  the  affidavits  of  two  deserters  from  our 
service. 

The  other  letter  refers  to  a  copy  of  a  notice  issued  by  a 
Confederate  oBicer  commanding  a  camp  near  Richmond, 
calling  upon  the  owners  to  come  forward  aud  establish 
their  claims  tocert.iin  negroes  in  the  custody  of  that  officer. 
The  writer  of  the  letter  proceeds  to  state  tliat  some  of  the 
negi'oes  mentioned  in  the  notice  are  believed  to  be  soldiers 
of  the  United  States  army,  captured  in  arms,  and  that,  upon 
that  belief,  ho  has  ordered  to  such  manual  labor  as  he 
deems  most  fitting  to  meet  the  exigency  an  equivalent 
number  of  prisoners  of  war  held  by  the  United  States,  and 
announces  that  ho  will  continue  to  order  to  labor  captives 
in  war  to  a  numlier  equal  to  that  of  all  the  United  States 
soldiers  whom  he  has  rea.son  to  believe  are  held  to  service 
or  labor  by  the  Confederate  forces, until  he  shall  be  notified 
that  the  alleged  practice  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate 
authorities  has  ce.ased. 

Before  stating  the  f;icts  with  reference  to  the  particular 
negroes  alluded  to,  I  bi'g  to  expliiin  the  policy  pursued  by 
the  Confederate  Government  towards  this  class  of  persona 
when  captured  by  our  forces. 

All  negroes  in  the  military  or  nav.al  sem'ce  of  the  United 
States  taken  by  us,  who  are  not  identified  as  the  property 
of  citizens  or  residents  of  any  of  the  Confederate  States, 
are  regarded  as  jirisoners  of  war,  being  held  to  be  proper 
subjects  of  exchange,  as  I  recently  had  the  honor  to  inform 
you.  No  l.ibor  is  e.vacted  from  such  prisoners  by  the  Con- 
federate authorities. 

Negroes  who  owe  8er\ice  or  labor  to  citizens  or  residents 
of  the  Confederate  SUates,  and  who,  through  compulsion, 
persuasion,  or  their  own  accord,  leave  their  owners  aud  are 
placed  in  tlie  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  Slates 
occupy  a  different  position. 

The  rights  to  the  service  or  labor  of  negro  slaves  in  the 
Confedeiate  States  is  the  same  now  as  when  the  States  were 
members  of  tiie  Federal  Union.  The  constitutional  relap 
tions  and  obligations  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  own- 
ers of  this  species  of  property  are  the  same  as  those  so  fre- 
quently and  so  long  recognized  iis  those  appertaining  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  with  reference  to  the  same 
class  of  persons  by  \irtuo  of  its  organic  law. 

From  the  e.arliest  period  of  the  iudependenceof  the  Amer- 
ican States  it  hiis  been  he'd  that  one  of  the  duties  incum- 
bent upon  the  several  common  govemmentu  iiTider  which 
they  have  from  time  to  time  been  associated  w;is  the  return 
to  their  lawful  owners  uf  slaves  recaptured  from  the  pviblio 


APPENDIX. 


445 


enemy.  It  has  been  uniformly  held  that  the  capture  or 
aljiiuction  of  a  slave  does  not  impair  the  right  of  the  owner 
to  sucli  a  slave,  but  that  tlio  right  attaches  to  him  immedi- 
ately on  recapture. 

Such  was  the  practice  of  the  American  States  during 
their  straggle  for  independence.  The  Government  under 
wliich  they  were  then  associated  restored  to  the  owners 
slaves  abducted  by  the  Britisli  forces  and  subsequently  re- 
captured by  the  American  armies. 

in  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britain  the  course  pursued 
by  the  United  States  Government  was  tlie  same,  and  it 
recognized  the  riglit  of  the  owner  to  the  slaves  recaptured 
£iom  the  enemy.  Both  tlie  Continental  and  Uuited  States 
Governments,  in  fact,  denied  that  the  abduction  of  slaves 
was  abelligerent  right;  and  the  latter  Power  insisted  upon, 
and  ultimately  secured  by  treaty,  pecuniary  indemnity  from 
the  Britisli  Government  for  slaves  taken  by  its  forces  during 
the  war  of  1812. 

And  it  is  supposed  that  if  a  slave  belonging  to  a  citizen 
of  a  State  in  which  slavery  is  recognized,  and  which  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  United  States",  were  to  escape  into  the 
Couiederate  States,  or  be  captured  or  abducted  by  their 
armies,  the  legal  right  of  the  owner  to  reclaim  him  would 
be  as  clear  now  as  in  1812,  tho  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  being  unchanged  in  this  particular,  and  that  instra- 
ment  having  been  interpreted  in  the  judicial  decisions, 
legislative  and  diplomatic  acts,  and  correspondence  of  the 
United  States,  as  imposing  upon  that  Government  the  duty 
of  protecting,  in  all  cases  coming  within  the  scope  of  its 
authority,  the  owners  of  slaves,  as  well  as  of  any  other  kind 
of  property  recognized  as  such  by  tho  several  States. 

The  Confederate  Government,  bound  by  the  same  consti- 
tutional obligations,  considers,  as  that  of  the  United  did, 
that  the  capture  or  xibduction  of  a  negro  slave  does  not 
prechule  the  lawful  owner  from  reclaiming  him  when  cap- 
tured, and  I  an  instmcted  to  say  that  all  such  slaves,  when 
properly  identified  as  belonging  to  citizens  of  any  of  the 
Coniederate  States,  or  to  persons  enjoying  the  protection  of 
their  laws,  will  be  restored,  like  other  recaptured  private 
property,  to  those  entitled  to  them. 

Having  endeavored  to  explain  tlie  general  policy  of  the 
Coniederate  Government  with  regard  to  this  subject,  I  beg 
leave  to  state  the  facts  concerning  the  particular  transactions 
referred  to  in  the  enclosed  commuuicatiuns. 

Tlie  negroes  recently  captured  by  our  Ibrces  were  sent 
to  Richmond  with  other  Federal  prisoners.  After  their 
arrival  it  Wiis  discovered  that  a  number  of  them  were  slaves 
belonging  to  citizens  or  residents  of  some  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States;  and  of  this  class,  fifty-nine,  as  I  learn,  were 
sent,  with  other  negroes,  to  work  on  the  fortifications 
around  Richmond  until  their  owners  should  appear  and 
claim  them.  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  fact,  less 
than  two  days  afterwards,  not  wishing  to  empbjy  them 
here,  I  ordered  them  to  be  sent  to  the  roar.  By  a  misap- 
prehension of  the  engineer  officer  in  charge,  they  were 
transferred  to  our  lines  south  of  the  James  river,  but  when 
apprized  of  the  error,  I  repeated  the  order  for  their  re- 
moval. If  any  negroes  were  included  among  this  number 
who  were  not  identified  as  the  slaves  of  citizens,  or  resi- 
dents of  some  of  the  Confederate  States,  they  were  so  in- 
cluded without  the  knowledge  or  authority  of  the  War  De- 
partmjjnt,  as  already  e.xplained,  and  the  mistake,  when  dis- 
sovered,  would  have  been  corrected. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  say  that  negroes  employed  upon 
our  fortifications  ai-e  not  allowed  to  be  placed  where  they 
will  be  exposed  to  fire,  and  there  is  no  foundation  for  any 
statement  to  the  contrary.  The  author  of  the  communica- 
tions referred  to  h;i8  considered  himself  justified  by  the 
reports  of  two  deserters,  who  do  not  allege  that  the  negroes 
in  question  were  exposed  to  any  danger,  in  placing  our  pris- 
oners under  the  fire  of  our  batteries. 

In  view  of  the  expl.anations  of  the  practice  of  the  Con- 
federate Government  above  given,  and  of  the  statement  of 
facts  I  have  made,  I  have  now,  in  accordance  with  my  in- 
structions, respectfully  to  inquire  wliether  the  course  pur- 
sued toward  our  prisoners,  as  set  forth  in  the  accompany- 
ng  letters,  has  your  sanction,  and  whether  it  will  be  main- 

ained ': 

'Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE,  General. 

Headquartees  Armies  op  the  United  States, 
October  29, 1S64. 
Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Army  Northern  Virginia : 
General  :  Understanding  from  your  letter  of  the  19th 
that  the  colored  prisoners  who  are  employed  at  work  in  tlie 
trenches  near  Fort  Gilmer  have  been  withdrawn,  I  have 
directed  the  withdrawal  of  the  Confederate  prisoners  em- 
ployed in  tho  Dutch  Gap  canal. 

I  shall  always  regret  the  necessity  of  retaliating  for 
wrongs  done  our  soldiers;  but  regard  it  my  duty  to 
protect  all  persons  received  into  the  army  of  the  Uuited 


States,  regardless  of  color  or  nationality.  When  acknowl- 
edged soldiers  of  the  Government  are  captured  they  must 
be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  or  such  treatment  as  they 
receive  will  be  inflicted  upon  an  equal  number  of  prisoners 
held  by  us. 

I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  discussion  of  the  slavery 
question ;  therefore  decline  answering  the  arguments  ad- 
duced to  show  the  right  to  return  to  former  owners  such 
negroes  as  are  captured  from  our  army. 

in  answer  to  the  question  at  the  conclusion  of  your  let- 
ter. I  have  to  state  that  all  prisoners  of  war  falling  into 
my  h.inds  shall  receive  the  kindest  treatment  possible,  con- 
sistent with  securing  them,  unless  I  have  good  authority 
for  behoving  any  number  of  our  men  are  being  treated 
otherwise.  Then,  painful  as  it  may  be  to  me,  I  shall  in- 
flict like  treatment  on  an  equal  number  of  Confederate 
prisoners. 

Hoping  that  it  may  never  become  my  duty  to  order  re- 
taliation upon  any  man  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant  General. 


Military  Order  Respecting  the  Elec- 
tion in  Missouri — (See  p.  314.) 
18G4,  October  12 — Maj.  Gen.  Rosecrans  is- 
sued an  order  establishing  the  regulations  for 
the  election  in  Missouri.  The  fallowing  are 
passages  from  the  order : 

The  General  commanding  expects  the  united  assistance 
of  the  true  men  of  all  parties  in  his  efforts  to  secure  a  full 
and  fair  opportunity  for  all  who  are  entitled  to  vote  at  the 
approaching  elections  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  in  exclu- 
ding from  the  polls  those  who,  by  alienage,  treason,  gue- 
rillaism,  and  other  crimes  and  disabilities,  have  no  just  right 
to  vote. 

I.  Those,  and  only  those,  who  have  the  qualifications, 
and  who  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  State, 
copies  of  which  are  hereto  annexed,  shall  vote. 

Voting,  or  attempting  to  vote,  in  contravention  of  law  or 
orders,  is  declared  a  military  offence,  subjecting  the  offen- 
der to  arrest,  trial,  aiid  punishment,  if  conricted. 

II.  No  one  who  has  borne  .arms  against  the  Government 
of  the  Uuited  States,  or  voluntarily  given  aid  and  comfort 
to  its  enemies  during  the  present  rebellion,  shall  act  as 
jtidge  or  clerk  at  election;  nor  shall  any  county  judge 
knowingly  appoint  any  such  person  to  act  as  judge  at  eleo- 
tion.  Violation  of  this  will  be  promptly  noticed,  and  the 
offenders  brought  to  trial  by  the  local  military  authorities. 

III.  Outrages  upon  the  freedom  of  election  by  \iolence 
or  intimidation;  attempting  to  hinder  legal  or  to  procure 
or  encourage  illegal  voting;  intertering  with  tho  legal 
challenge  of  voters;  acting  as  oiBcers  of  election  in  contra- 
vention of  law  or  orders;  wilful  neglect  to  perform  their 
duties,  under  the  laws  and  these  orders,  by  officers  of  elec- 
tions, and  especially  taking  the  voters'  or  officers'  oath 
falsely ;  and  all  other  acts  and  words  interfering  with  the 
purity  and  freedom  of  elections,  are  crimes  against  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  are  declared  military  offences, 
and  will  be  rigorously  punished. 

The  oath  is  as  provided  in  the  ordinance  of 
the  Convention  of  Missouri,  and  printed  on 
page  314. 

Report  of  Hon.  J,  Holt,  Judge  Ad- 
vocate General,  on  certain  "  Secret 
Associations." 

War  Department,  Bureau  of  Miutary  Justice, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  8, 1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  }Var  : 

Sir  :  Having  been  instructed  by  you  to  prepare  a  detailed 
report  upon,  the  mass  of  testimony  furnished  me  from  dif- 
ferent sources  in  regard  to  the  Se,crft  Associations  and  Con- 
spiracies against  the  Government,  formed,  principally  in  the 
Western  States,  by  traitors  and  disloyal  persons,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  submit  as  follows: 

During  morfe  than  a  year  past  it  has  been  generally 
known  to  our  military  authorities  that  a  secret  treasonable 
organization,  affiliated  with  the  Southern  rebellion,  and 
chiefly  military  in  its  character,  has  been  rapidly  extending 
itself  throughout  the  West.  A  variety  of  agencies,  whioh 
will  be  specified  herein,  have  been  employed,  and  success- 
fully, to  ascertain  its  nature  and  extent,  as  well  as  its  aims 
and  its  results ;  and,  as  this  investigation  has  led  to  the 
arrest,  in  several  States,  of  a  number  of  its  prominent 
members  ;is  dangerous  pulilic  enemies,  it  has  been  deeme.i 
proper  to  set  forth  in  full  the  acts  and  purposes  of  ihii 
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organization,  and  th  is  to  make  known  to  the  conntry  at 
large  its  intensely  treasonable  and  revolutionary  spirit. 

The  subject  will  be  presented  under  the  following  heads: 
I.  The  origin,  history,  names,  &c.,  of  the  Oi'der. 

II.  Its  organization  and  officers. 

III.  Its  extent  and  numbers. 

IV.  Its  armed  force. 

V.  Its  ritual,  oaths,  and  interior  forms. 
VI.  Its  written  principles. 
VII.  Its  specific  purposes  and  operations. 
VIII.  The  witnesses  and  their  testimony. 

I. — THE  ORIGIN,  HISTORY,  NAMES,  ETC.,  OF  THE  ORDEE. 

This  secret  association  first  developed  itself  in  the  West 
in  the  year  1S62,  about  the  period  of  the  first  conscription 
of  troops,  which  it  aimed  to  obstruct  and  resist.  Originally 
known  in  certain  localities  as  the  "  Mutual  Protection  So- 
ciety," the  "  Circle  of  Honor,"  or  the  "  Circle,"  or  "  Knights 
of  the  Mighty  Host,"  but  more  widely  as  the  "  Knights  of 
the  Golden  Circle,"  it  was  simply  an  inspiration  of  the  re- 
bellion, being  little  other  than  an  extension  among  the 
disloyal  and  disatfocted  at  the  Nortli  of  the  association  of 
the  latter  name,  which  had  existed  for  some  years  at  the 
South,  and  from  which  it  derived  all  the  chief  features  of 
its  organization. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  of  1863,  the  Order,  both  at 
the  North  and  South,  underwent  some  modifications  as 
well  as  a  change  of  name.  In  consequence  of  a  partial  ex- 
posure which  had  been  made  of  the  signs  and  ritual  of  the 
"  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,"  Sterling  Price  Iiad  insti- 
tuted as  its  successor  in  Missouri  a  secret  political  associa- 
tion, which  he  called  the  "  Corps  de  Belgique,"  or  "  South- 
em  League;"  his  principal  coadjutor  being  Charles  L. 
Hunt,  of  St.  Louis,  then  Belgian  Consul  at  that  city,  but 
whose  exequatur  was  subsequently  revoked  b.v  the  Presi- 
dent on  account  of  his  disloyal  practices.  The  special 
object  of  the  Corps  de  Belgique  appears  to  liave  been  to 
unite  the  Vcbel  sympathizers  of  Missouri,  with  a  view  to 
their  tald;.g  up  arms  and  joining  Price  upon  his  proposed 
grand  inv  ision  of  tliat  State,  and  to  their  recruituig  for  his 
army  in  t  le  interim. 

Meanwaile,  also,  there  had  been  instituted  at  the  North, 
in  the  au:umn  of  1SG3,  by  sundrj-  disloj'al  persons,  promi- 
nent among  whom  were  Vallandigham  and  P.C.Wright, 
of  New  York,  a  secret  Order,  intended  to  be  general  through- 
out the  country,  and  aiming  at  an  extended  influence  and 
power,  and  at  more  positive  results  than  its  predecessor, 
and  which  was  termed,  and  has  since  been  widely  known 
as  the  0.  A.  K.,  or  "Order  of  American  KniglUs." 

The  opinion  is  expressed  by  Col.  Sanderson,  Provost 
Marshal  General  of  the  Department  of  Missouri,  in  his 
OfBcial  report  upon  the  progress  of  this  Order,  that  it  was 
founded  by  Vallandigham  during  his  banishment,  and  upon 
consultation  at  Richmond  with  Davis  and  other  promi- 
nent traitors.  It  is,  indeed,  the  boast  of  the  Order  in  Indi- 
ana and  elsewhere,  that  its  ■•  ritual "  came  direct  from 
Davis  himself;  and  Mary  Ann  Pitman,  formerly  attached 
ro  the  command  of  the  rebel  Forrest,  and  a  most  intelligent 
witness,  whose  testimony  will  he  hereafter  referred  to, 
States  positively  that  Davis  is  a  member  of  the  Order. 

Upon  the  institution  of  "the  principal  organization,  it  is 
represented  that  the  "  Corps  de  Belgique  "  was  modified  by 
Price,  and  became  a  southern  section  of  the  0.  A.  K.,  and 
that  the  new  name  was  generally  ^adopted  for  the  Order, 
both  at  the  Xorth  and  South. 

The  secret  signs  and  character  of  the  Order  having  be- 
come known  to  our  military  authorities,  further  modifica- 
tions in  the  ritual  and  forms  wefe  introduced,  and  its  name 
was  finally  changed  to  that  of  the  0.  S.  L.,  or  "  Order  of 
the  Sons  of  Liberty,"  or  the  "Knights  of  the  Order  of  the 
Sons  of  Liberty."  These  later  changes  are  represented  to 
have  been  first  instituted,  and  the  new  ritual  compiled,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  in  May  last,  but  the  new  name  was  at 
once  generally  adopted  throughout  the  West,  though  in 
some  localities  the  association  is  still  better  known  as  the 
"Order  ol  American  Knights." 

Meanwhile,  also,  the  Order  has  received  certain  local  des- 
ignations. In  parts  of  Illinois  it  has  been  called  at  times 
the  "  Peace  Organization,"  in  Kentucky  the  "  Star  Organ- 
izuiion,"  and  in  Missouri  the  "American  Organization;" 
these,  liowevcr,  being  apparently  names  used  outside  of  the 
lodges  ol  the  Order.  Its  meml)ers  have  also  been  familiarly 
designated  as  '•  Butternuls  "  by  the  country  people  of  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  and  Ohio,  and  its  separate  lodges  have  also 
frequently  received  titles  intended  for  the  public  ear;  that 
in  Chicago,  for  instance,  being  termed  by  its  members  the 
"Democratic  Invincible  Club ;"  that  in  Louisville,  the 
"  Democratic  Reading  Room,"  &c. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  Other 
parts  of  the  North,  the  secret  political  association  known 
as  the  ''McClellan  Minute  Cuard"  would  peem  to  be  a 
branch  of  the  0.  A.  K.,  having  substantially  the  same 
objects,  to  be  accomplished,  however,  by  means  expressly 
Buiteu  to  the  localities  in  which  it  is  established.    For,  as 


the  Chief  Secretary  of  this  astociation.  Dr.  R.  F.  Ptevens,* 
stated  in  June  last  to  a  reliable  witness,  whose  tesiinmny 
has  been  furnished,  "those  who  represent  ihe  McCIellan 
interest  are  compelled  to  preach  a  vigorous  pn.secution  '>f 
the  war,  in  order  to  secure  the  popular  sentiment  and 
allure  voters.'' 

II. — ITS  ORGANIZATION  AND  0FFICEE8. 

From  printed  copies,  heretofore  seized  by  the  Government, 
of  the  constitutions  of  the  Supreme  Council,  Grnnd  Coun- 
cil, and  County  Parent  Temples,  respectively,  of  tho  Order 
of  Sons  of  Liberty,  in  connection  with  other  and  abundant 
testimony,  the  organization  of  the  Order,  in  its  latest  lorm, 
is  ascertained  to  be  as  follows  : 

1.  The  government  of  the  Order  throughout  the  United 
States  is  vested  in  a  Supreme  Council,  of  which  the  officers 
are  a  Supreme  Commaude'-,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Treas- 
urer. These  officers  are  elected  for  one  year,  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Supreme  Council,  which  is  made  up  of  the 
Grand  Commanders  of  the  several  States  ex  officio,  and  two 
delegates  elected  from  each  State  in  which  the  Order  is  es- 
tablished. 

2.  The  government  of  the  Order  in  a  State  is  vested  in  a 
Grand  Council,  the  officers  of  which  are  a  Grand  Com- 
mander, Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Secretary, 
Grand  Treasurer,  and  a  certain  number  of  Major  Generals, 
or  one  for  each  Military  District.  These  officers  also  are 
elected  annually  by  "  representatives"  from  the  County 
Temples,  each  Temple  being  entitled  to  two  representatives, 
and  one  additional  for  each  thousand  members.  This  body 
of  representatives  is  also  invested  with  certain  legislative 
functions. 

3.  The  Parent  Temple  is  the  organization  of  the  Order 
for  a  county,  each  Temple  being  formally  instituted  by 
authority  of  the  Supreme  Council,  or  of  the  Grand  Council 
or  Grand  Commander  of  th9  State.  By  the  same  authority, 
or  by  that  of  the  officers  of  the  Parent  Temple,  branch  or 
subordinate  Temples  may  be  established  for  townsliips  in 
the  county. 

But  the  strength  and  significance  of  this  organization  lie 
in  its  military  character.  The  secret  constitution  of  the 
Supreme  Council  provides  that  the  Supreme  Commander 
"  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  all  military  frjrces  belonging 
to  the  Order  in  the  various  States  when  called  into  actual  ser- 


*  LETTER  OP  a.  F.  SIEVEN3. 

New  York,  Oct.  17. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  World  : 

Dear  Sir  :  In  Judge  Holt's  report  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  just  published,  statements  are  made,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Minute  Guard  Association  is  a  secret  organization. 
Second,  That  its  objects  are  identical  with  the  traitorous 
objects  of  an  alleged  Northwestern  association.  Third, 
That  it  is  a  branch  of  the  0.  A.  K.  Fourth,  That  I  said  in 
June,  that  "  those  who  represent  the  McCIellan  interest  are 
compelled  to  preach  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  ia 
order  to  secure  the  popular  sentiment,  and  allure  voters." 
None  of  the  members  of  the  association  ever  held  a  secret 
meeting,  and  nothing  of  a  secret  or  traitorous  nature  was 
ever  connected  with  it.  It  was  never  connected  with  the 
0.  A.  K.,  or  any  other  association.  Its  members  were  never 
compelled  to  "  preach,"  as  alleged,  and  all  tho  above  state- 
ments of  Judge  Holt  are  absolute  and  entire  falsehoods. 
Mr.  Greeley,  in  his  editorial  of  the  15th  instant,  makes  a 
like  statement,  to  tho  effect  that  the  Minute  Guard  Is  con- 
nected with  tho  alleged  Northwestern  conspiracy,  and  pa- 
rades ray  name  with  the  evident  intent  of  fixing  upon  me 
tho  character  of  a  traitor.  The  whole  of  which  are  base 
insinuations  and  fabrications,  and  worthy  of  the  man  who 
wrote  of  our  national  flag,  "  Tear  down  the  flaunting  lie,"— 
and  of  the  sLive  States,  that  they  had  a  clear  right  to  Be- 
cede,  and  he  would  oppose  all  coercive  attempts  to  keep 
them  m. 

The  Minute  Guard  is  an  association  for  ordinary  political 
camfjaign  work.  It  has  no  secrets  like  the  oath-bound 
Loyal  (?)  League.  On  public  occasions,  each  member  car- 
ries, or  wears,  the  American  flag.  On  election  days  they 
worli  for  votes  ;  and  the  results  of  their  work  will  be  seen 
all  over  the  Union,  as  it  has  been  seen  in  the  recent  elec- 
tion iu  Pennsylvania. 

In  these  labrications  of  Judge  Holt  and  Mr.  Greeley ;  in  tho 
low  buflbonery  contained  in  the  answer  to  the  recent  com- 
munication from  the  Union  man  of  Tennessee  ;  in  the  un- 
paralleled election  frauds  in  Indiana;  in  the  open  boasts  of 
a  company  of  Massachusetts  soldiers  that  thoy  voted  at  sev- 
eral of  the  polls  in  Philadelphia  ;  in  the  discLiargc  of  work- 
men at  the  navy-yard  for  being  in  favor  of  McCIellan  ;  in 
the  thousands  of  arbitrary  arrests,  and  the  hundreds  of 
suppressions  of  a  hitherto  "free  press,  all  men  may  see  that 
the  re-election  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  the  continuance  in  pow- 
er of  such  men  as  support  him,  will  be  the  most  unmitiga- 
ted curse  ever  inflicted  upon  a  free  people. 

Yours,  &c.,  K  F.  STEVEXS 
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and  further,  that  the  Grand  Commanders  "shall  he  \  that  established  in  our  armies,  it  -was  designed  merely  to 


render  itself  more  popular  and  attractive  with  the  masses, 
and  to  invest  its  chiefs  with  a  certain  sham  dignity ;  but 
when  it  is  understood  that  the  Order  comprises  withiu  itself 
a  large  army  of  well-armed  men,  constantly  drilled  and  ex- 
ei-cised  as  soldiers,  and  that  this  army  is  held  r«ady  at  any 
time  for  such  forcible  resistance  to  our  military  authorities, 
and  such  active  co-operation  with  the  public  enemy,  as  it 
may  be  called  upon  to  engage  in  by  its  commanders,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  the  titles  of  the  latter  are  not  assumed 
for  a  mere  purpose  of  display,  but  they  are  the  chiefs  of  an 
actual  and  formidable  force  of  conspirators  against  the  life 
of  the  Government,  and  that  their  military  system  is,  as  it 
has  been  remarked  by  Colonel  Sanderson,  "  the  grand  lever 
used  by  the  rebel  Government  for  its  army  operations." 

in. — ITS   EXTENT   AND   NUMBERS. 

The  "Temples"  or  "Lodges"  of  the  Order  are  numer- 
ously scattered  through  tlie  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Kentucky.  They  are  also  officially  re- 
ported as  established,  to  a  less  extent,  in  Michigan  and  the 
other  Western  States,  as  well  as  in  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Nevr 
Jersey,  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Tennessee.  Dodd,  the 
Grand  Commander  of  Indiana,  in  an  address  to  the  mem- 
bers in  that  State  of  February  last,  claims  t  lat  at  the  next 
annual  meetiug  of  the  Supreme  Council  (in  February,  1865) 
every  State  in  the  Union  will  be  represented,  and  adds, 
"  this  is  the  tirst  and  only  true  national  organization  tho 
Democratic  and  Conservative  men  of  the  country  have  ever 
attempted."  A  provision  made  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Council  for  a  representation  from  the  Territories,  shows, 
indeed,  that  the  widest  extension  of  the  Order  is  contem- 
plated. 

In  the  States  first  mentioned  the  Order  is  most  strongly 
centred  at  the  following  places,  where  are  situated  its 
principal  "  Temples."  In  Indiana,  at  Indianapolis  and  Vin- 
cennes;  in  Illinois,  at  Chicago,  Springfield,  and  Quincy,  (a 
large  proportion  of  the  lodges  in  and  about  the  latter  place 
having  been  founded  by  the  notorious  guerilla  chief,  Jack- 
man;)  in  Ohio,  at  Cincinnati,  Dayton,  and  in  Hamilton 
county,  (which  is  proudly  termed  by  members  "  tho  South 
Carolina  of  the  North ;")  in  Missouri,  at  St.  Louis ;  in  Ken- 
tuckj',  at  Louisville;  and  in  Michigan,  at  Detroit,  (whence 
communication  was  freely  had  by  the  leaders  of  the  Order 
with  Vallandigham  during  his  banishment,  either  by  letters 
addressed  to  him  through  two  prominent  citizens  and 
members  of  the  Order,  or  by  personal  interviews  at  Wind- 
sor, C.  W.)  It  is  to  bo  added  that  the  regular  places  of 
meetiug,  as  also  the  principal  rendezvous  and  haunts  of  the 
members  in  these  and  less  important  places,  are  generally 
well  known  to  the  Government. 

The  actual  numbers  of  the  Order  have,  it  is  believed, 
never  been  officially  reported,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be 
accurately  ascertained.  Various  estimates  have  been  made 
by  leading  members,  some  of  which  are  no  doubt  consider- 
ably exaggerated.  It  has  been  asserted  by  delegates  to  the 
Supreme  Council  of  February  last,  that  the  number  waa 
there  represented  to  be  from  800,000  to  1,000,000;  but  Val- 
landigham, in  his  speech  last  summer  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
placed  it  at  500,000,  which  is  probably  much  nearer  the 
true  total.  The  number  of  its  members  in  the  several 
States  h;is  been  differently  estimated  in  the  reports  and 
statements  of  its  officers.  Thus,  the  force  of  the  Order  in 
Indiana  is  stated  to  be  from  75,000  to  125,000 ;  in  Illinois, 
from  100,000  to  140.000;  in  Ohio,  from  80,000  to  108,000;  in 
Kentucky,  from  40,000  to  70,000 ;  in  Jlissouri,  from  20,000 
to  40,000;  and  in  Michigan  and  New  York,  about  20,000 
eath.  Its  representation  in  the  other  States  above  men- 
tioned does  not  specifically  appear  from  the  testimony; 
but,  alloTOng  for  every  exaggeration  in  the  figures  reported, 
they  may  be  deemed  to  present  a  tolerably  faithful  view  of 
what,  at  least,  is  regarded  by  the  Order  as  its  true  force  in 
the  States  designated. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Order,  or  its  counterpart,  is 
probably  much  more  widely  extended  at  the  South  even 
than  at  the  North,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  offi- 
cers of  tho  rebel  army  are  represented  by  credible  witnesses 
to  be  members.  In  Kentucky  and  Missouri  the  Order  has 
not  hesitated  to  admit  as  members,  not  only  officers  of  that 
army,  but  also  a  considerable  number  of  guerillas,  a  class 
who  might  be  supposed  to  appreciate  most  reachly  its  spirit 
and  pmposes.  It  is  fully  shown  that  as  lately  as  in  July 
last  several  of  these  ruffians  were  initiated  into  tho  first 
degree  by  Dr.  Kalfus,  in  Kentucky. 

IV. — ITS  ARMED   FORCE. 

A  review  of  the  testimony  in  regard  to  the  armed  force 
of  the  Order  will  materially  aid  in  determining  its  real 
strength  and  numbers. 

Although  the  Order  has  from  the  outset  partaken  of  the 
military  character,  it  was  not  till  the  summer  or  fall  of 
1S63  that  it  began  to  be  generally  organized  as  an  armed 
*  Mr.  Vallandigham's  notice  of  this  report,  see  page  423.  |  body.    Since  that  date  its  officers  and  leaders  have  been 


commanders-in-chief  of  the  military  forces  of  their  respective 
S'ates."  Subordinate  to  the  Grand  Commander  in  tlie 
State  iire  the  •'  Major  Generals,"  each  of  whom  commands 
his  separate  district  and  army.  In  Indiana  the  Major  Gen- 
erals are  four  in  number.  In  Illinois,  where  the  organiza- 
tion of  tho  order  is  considered  most  perfect,  the  members 
in  each  Congressional  District  compose  a  "  brigade,"  which 
is  commanded  by  a  "  Brigadier  General."  The  members 
of  each  county  constitute  a  '•regiment,"  with  a  "-colonel," 
in  command,  and  those  of  each  township  form  a  "co»ijjaji)/." 
A  somewhat  similar  system  prevails  in  Indiana,  where  also 
each  company  is  divided  into  "squads,"  each  with  its  chief 
— an  arrangement  intended  to  facilitate  the  guerilla  mode 
of  warfare  in  case  of  a  general  outbreak  or  local  disorder. 

The  "  McClellan  Minute  G.uard,"  as  appears  from  a  circu- 
lar issued  by  the  Chief  Secretary  in  New  York  in  March 
last,  is  organized  upon  a  military  basis  similar  to  that  of 
the  Order  proper.  It  is  composed  of  companies,  one  for 
each  election  district,  ten  of  which  constitute  a  "brigade," 
with  a  "brigadier  general"  at  its  head.  The  whole  is 
placed  under  the  authority  of  a  "  Commander-in-chief."  A 
strict  obedience  on  tho  part  of  members  to  the  orders  of 
their  superiors  is  enjoined. 

The  first  '■  Supreme  Commander"  of  the  Order  was  P.  C. 
Wright,  of  New  York,  editor  of  the  New  York  J^ews,  who 
was  in  May  last  placed  in  arrest  and  confined  in  Fort 
Lafayette.  'His  succes-or  in  office  was  A'allandigham,*  who 
was  elected  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Council 
in  February  last.  Robert  Holloway,  of  Illinois,  is  repre- 
sented to  have  acted  as  Lieutenant  General,  or  Deputy 
Supreme  Commander,  during  the  absence  of  Vallandigham 
from  tho  country.  The  Secretary  of  State  chosen  at  the 
last  election  was  Dr.  Massey,  of  Ohio. 

In  Missouri  the  principal  officers  were  Charles  L.  Hunt, 
Grand  Commander,  Charles  E.  Dunn,  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  Green  B.  Smitli,  Grand  Secretary.  Since  the 
arrest  of  these  three  persons  (all  of  whom  have  made  con- 
fessions which  will  be  presently  alluded  to)  James  A.  Bar- 
rett has,  a.s  it  is  understood,  officiated  as  Grand  Commander. 
He  is  stated  to  occupy  also  the  position  of  chief  of  staff  to 
the  Supreme  Commander. 

The  Grand  Commander  in  Indiana,  H.  H.  Dodd,  is  now 
on  trial  at  Indianapolis  by  a  military  commission  for  "con- 
spiracy against  the  Government,"  "violation  of  the  laws  of 
war,"  and  other  charges.  The  Deputy  Grand  Commander 
in  that  State  is  Horace  Helfren,  and  the  Grand  Secretary, 
W.  M.  Harrison.  The  Major  Generals  are  W.  A.  Bowles, 
John  C.  Walker,  L.  P.  Milligan,  and  Andrew  Humphreys. 
Among  the  other  leading  men  of  the  Order  in  that  State  are 
Dr.  Athon,  State  Secretary,  and  Joseph  Ristine,  State  Audi- 
tor. 

The  Grand  Commander  in  Hlinois  is Judd,  of  Lewis- 
town;  and  B.  B.  Piper,  of  Springfield,  who  is  entitled 
"  Grand  Missionary"  of  the  State,  and  designated  also  as  a 
member  of  Vallandigham's  staff,  is  one  of  the  most  active 
members,  having  been  busily  engaged  throughout  the  sum- 
mer in  establishing  Temples  and  initiating  members. 

In  Kentucky,  Judge  Bullit,  of  the  Lomt  of  Appeals, 
is  Grand  Commander,  and,  with  Dr.  U.  F.  Kalfus  and 
W.  R.  Thomas,  jailor  in  Louisville,  two  other  of  the  most 
prominent  members,  has  been  arrested  and  confined  by 
the  military  authorities.  In  New  York,  Dr.  R.  F.  Stevens, 
the  chief  secretary  of  the  McClellan  Minute  Guard,  is  the 
most  active  ostensible  representative  of  the  Order. 

The  greater  part  of  the  chief  and  subordinate  officers  of 
the  Order  and  its  branches,  as  well  as  the  principal  mem- 
bers thereof,  are  known  to  tho  Government,  and,  where  not 
already  arrested,  may  regard  themselves  as  under  a  con- 
stant military  surveillance.  So  complete  has  been  the  expo- 
bure  of  this  secret  league,  that  however  frequently  the  con- 
spirators may  change  its  names,  forms,  passwords,  and 
signals,  its  true  purposes  and  operations  cannot  longer  bo 
concealed  from  the  military  authorities. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 
Order,  which  annually  meets  on  February  22,  convened  this 
year  at  Now  York  city,  and  a  special  meeting  was  then  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  at  Chicago  on  July  1,  or  just  i^rior  to  the 
day  then  fixed  for  the  convention  of  tho  Democratic  party. 
This  convention  having  been  postponed  to  August  29,  tho 
special  meeting  of  the  Supremo  Council  was  also  postponed 
to  August  27,  at  tho  same  [dace,  and  was  duly  convened  ac- 
cordingly. It  will  be  remembered  that  a  leading  member 
of  tho  convention,  in  the  course  of  a  speech  made  before 
that  body,  alluded  approviugly  to  tho  session  of  the  Sons  of 
Liberty  at  Chicago  at  tho  same  time,  as  that  of  an  organi- 
zation in  harmony  with  tho  sentiment  and  projects  of  the 
convention. 

It  may  be  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  one  not  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  true  character  and  intentions  of  tho 
Order  might  well  suppose  that,  in  designating  its  officers  by 
high  military  titles,  and  in  imitating  in  its  organization 
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busily  engaged  in  placing  it  upon  a  military  basis,  and  in 
preparing  it  for  a  revolutionary  moveun-nt.  A  general 
eystem  of  drilling  has  been  instituted  and  secretly  earned 
out.  Members  liave  been  instructed  to  be  constantly 
provided  with  weapons,  and  in  some  localitifS  it  has  beon 
absolutely  required  that  each  member  should  keep  at  his 
residence,  at  all  times,  certain  arms  and  a  specified  quanti- 
ty of  ammunition. 

In  March  last  the  entire  armed  force  of  the  Order,  capa- 
ble of  being  mobilized  for  effective  service,  was  repre- 
sented to  be  o40,000  men.  As  the  details  upon  which  this 
statement  was  based  are  imperfectly  set  forth  in  the  testi- 
mony, it  is  not  known  how  far  this  number  may  be  exag- 
gerated. It  is  abundantly  shown,  however,  that  the  Order, 
by  means  of  a  tax  levied  upon  its  members,  has  accumu- 
lated considerable  funds  for  the  purchase  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  that  these  have  been  procured  in  large 
quantities  for  its  use.  The  witness  Clayton,  on  the  trial  of 
liudd,  estimated  that  two-thirds  of  the  Order  are  furnished 
with  arms. 

Green  B.  Smith,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Order  in  Mis- 
souri, states  in  his  confession  of  July  last:  ''I  know  that 
arms,  mostly  revolvers,  and  ammunition  have  been  pm- 
chased  by  members  in  St.  Louis  to  send  to  members  iu  tlie 
Country  where  they  could  not  be  had:"  and  he  subse- 
quently adds  that  he  himself  alone  clandestinely  pur- 
chased and  forwarded,  between  April  15th  and  19lh  last, 
about  200  revolvers,  with  5,000  percussion  caps  and  other 
ammunition.  A  muster-roll  of  one  of  the  country  lodges 
of  that  State  is  exhibited,  in  which,  opposite  the  name  of 
each  member,  are  noted  certain  numbers,  under  the  heads 
of  "  Missouri  Republican,"  "  St.  Louis  Union,"  "  Anzeiger," 
"  Miscellaneous  Periodicals,"  "  Books,"  "  Speeches,"  and 
"  Reports ;"  titles  which,  when  interpreted,  severally  sig- 
nify single-barrelled  guns,  double-barrelled  guns,  revolvers, 
private  ammmiition,  private  lead,  company  powder,  compa- 
ny lead — the  roll  thus  actually  setting  forth  the  amount  of 
arms  and  ammunition  in  the  possession  of  the  lodge  and  its 
members. 

In  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Illinois  the  Order  is  claimed  by 
its  members  to  be  unusually  well  armed  \vith  revolvers, 
carbines,  &c.;  but  it  is  in  regard  to  the  arming  of  the  Order 
in  Indiana  that  the  principal  statistics  have  been  presented, 
and  these  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  system  which  has 
probably  been  pursued  in  most  of  the  States.  One  intelli- 
gent witness,  who  has  been  a  member,  estimates  that  in 
March  last  there  were  in  possession  of  the  Order  iu  that 
State  6,000  muskets  and  60,000  revolvers,  besides  private 
arms.  Another  member  testifies  that  at  a  single  lodge 
meeting  of  two  hundred  and  lifty-two  persons,  which  ho 
attended  early  in  the  present  year,  the  sum  of  b4,000  was 
subscribed  for  arms.  Other  members  present  st.-itenieuts  in 
reference  to  the  number  of  arms  in  their  respective  counties, 
and  all  agree  in  rextresenting  that  these  have  been  con- 
stantly forwarded  from  Indianapolis  into  the  interior. 
Beck  &  Brothers  are  designated  as  the  firm  in  that  city  to 
which  most  of  the  arms  were  consigned.  These  were 
filiipped  principally  from  the  East ;  son)o  packages,  however, 
were  sent  from  Cincinnati,  and  some  from  Kentucky,  and 
the  boxes  were  generally  marked  "pick-axes,"  "hardware," 
"  n;iils,"  "  household  goods,"  &c. 

General  Carrington  estimates  that  in  Febniary  and 
March  last,  nearly  30,000  guns  and  revolvers  entered  the 
State,  and  this  estimate  is  based  upon  actual  inspection  of 
invoices.  The  true  number  introduced  was  therefore  pro- 
bably considerably  greater.  That  officer  adds  that  on  the 
day  in  which  the  sale  of  arms  was  stopped  by  his  order,  iu 
Indianapolis,  nearly  1,000  adiUtional  revolvers  had  been 
contracted  for,  and  that  the  trade  could  not  supply  the  de- 
mand, lie  further  reports  that  after  the  introduction  of 
arms  into  the  Department  of  the  North  had  been  prohibited 
in  General  Orders  of  March  last,  a  seizure  was  made  by  the 
Government  of  a  large  quantity  of  revolvers  and  135,000 
rounds  of  ammunition,  which  had  bean  shipped  to  the  firm 
in  Indianapolis,  of  which  U.  II.  Dod(^  Grand  Commander, 
was  a  number  ;  that  other  arms  about  to  be  shipped  to  the 
same  destination  were  seized  in  New  York  city ;  and  that 
all  these  were  claimed  as  the  private  property  of  John  C. 
■Ualkor,  one  of  the  Major  Generals  of  the  Order  in  Indiana, 
and  were  represented  to  have  been  "purchased  for  a  few 
friends."  It  should  also  be  stated  that  at  the  ofiice  of  lion. 
D.  W.  Voorhees,  M.  C,  at  Terre  Il.aute,  were  discovered  let- 
ters which  disclosed  a  correspondence  between  him  and  ex- 
Senator  Wall,  of  New  Jersey,  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of 
20,000  Garibaldi  rUles,  to  bo  forwarded  to  the  West. 

It  appears  in  the  course  of  the  testimony  that  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  were  brought  into 
tiio  State  of  Illinois  from  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  that  am- 
munition was  sent  from  Now  Albany,  Indiana,  into  Ken- 
tucky; it  is  also  represented  that,  had  Vallandigham  been 
arrested  on  iiis  return  to  Ohio,  it  was  contemplated  fur- 
nishing the  Order  with  arms  from  a  point  in  Canada,  near 
Windsor,  where  they  were  stored  and  ready  for  use. 
Thi^e  remains  further  to  be  noticed,  in  tliiji  connexion, 


the  testimony  of  Clayton  upon  the  trial  of  Dodd,  to  the 
effect  that  arms  were  to  be  furnished  the  Order  from  Nas- 
sau, N.  P.,  by  way  of  Canada ;  that,  to  defray  the  expense 
of  these  arms  or  their  transportation,  a  formal  assessment 
was  levied  upon  the  lodges,  but  that  the  transportation 
into  Canada  was  actually  to  be  furnished  by  the  Confed- 
erate authorities. 

A  statement  was  made  by  Hunt,  Grand  Commander  of 
Missouri,  before  his  arrest,  to  a  feliow  member,  that  shells 
and  all  kinds  of  munitions  of  war,  as  well  as  inlernal  ma- 
chines, were  manufactured  by  the  Order  at  Indianapolis; 
and  the  late  discovery  in  Cincinnati  of  sam|iles  of  hand- 
grenades,  conical  shells,  and  rockets,  of  which  one  thou- 
sand were  about  to  be  manufactured,  under  a  sjiecial  con- 
tract, for  the  0.  S.  L,,  goes  directly  to  verify  such  a  state- 
ment. 

These  details  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  attempis 
which  have  been  made  to  place  the  Order  upon  a  war  foot- 
ing and  prepare  it  for  aggressive  movements.  But,  not- 
wilhstaudiug  all  the  efforts  that  have  been  put  forth,  and 
with  considerable  success,  to  arm  and  oqui])  its  members 
as  lighting  men,  the  leaders  have  felt  themselves  still  very 
deficient  in  their  armament,  and  numerous  schemes  for  in- 
creasing their  armed  strength  have  been' devised.  Thus, 
at  the  time  of  the  issuing  of  the  general  order  in  Missouri 
requiring  the  enrollment  of  all  citizens,  it  was  pr(5])osed  in 
the  lodges  of  the  0.  A.  K.,  at  St.  Louis,  that  certain  mem- 
bers should  raise  companies  in  the  militia,  in  their  respeo 
tivo  wards,  and  thus  get  commaud  of  as  many  Government 
arms  and  equipments  as  possible,  for  the  future  use  of  the 
Order.  Again  it  was  proposed  that  all  the  members  should 
enroll  themselves  iu  the  militia,  instead  of  paying  commu- 
tation, in  this  way  obtaining  possession  of  United  States 
arms,  and  having  the  advantage  of  the  drill  and  military 
instruction.  In  the  councils  of  the  Order  in  Kentucky,  in 
June  last,  a  scheme  was  devised  for  disarming  all  the  negro 
troops,  which  it  was  thought  could  be  done  without  much 
difficulty,  and  appropriating  their  arms  for  military  pur- 
poses. 

The  despicable  treachery  of  these  proposed  plans,  as 
evincing  the  animus  of  the  conspiracy,  need  not  be  com- 
mented upon. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  Order  in  the  State  of  Missouri 
has  counted  greatly  upon  support  from  the  enrolled  mili- 
tia, in  case  of  an  invasion  by  Price,  as  containing  many 
members  and  friends  of  the  0.  A.  K.  ;  and  that  the  "  I'aw- 
I'aw  militia,"  a  military  organization  of  Buchanan  county, 
as  well  as  the  militia  of  Platte  and  Clay  counties,  known  as 
"  Flat  Foots,"  have  been  relied  upon,  almost  to  a  man,  to 
join  the  revolutionary  movement. 

v. — nS  RITUAL,  OATHS,  AND  INTERIOB  FORMS. 

The  ritual  of  the  Order,  as  well  as  Its  secret  signs,  pass- 
words, &c.,has  been  fully  made  known  to  the  military  au- 
thorities. In  August  last  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  of 
the  ritual  of  the  O.  A.  K.  wero  seized  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
D  W.  Voorhees,  M.C.,  at  Terre  Haute,  and  a  large  number 
of  rituals  of  the  0.  S.  L.,  together  with  copies  of  the  Constitu. 
tions  of  the  councils,  &c.,  already  referred  to,  were  foui:d 
in  the  building  at  Indianapolis,  occupied  by  Dodd,  the 
Grand  Commander  of  Indiana,  as  had  been  indicated  by 
(he  Government  witness  and  detective,  Stidger.  Copies 
were  likewise  discovered  at  Louisville,  at  the  residence  of 
Dr.  Kalfus,  concealed  within  the  mattress  of  his  bed,  where 
Stidger  had  ascertained  that  they  were  kept. 

The  ritual  of  the  O.  A.  K.  has  also  been  furnished  by  ths 
authorities  at  St.  Louis.  From  the  ritual,  that  of  the  0.  S.  L. 
does  not  materially  differ.  Both  are  termed  "progressive," 
in  that  they  provide  for  Jive  separate  degrees  of  member- 
ship, and  contemplate  the  admission  of  a  member  of  a  lower 
degree  into  a  higher  one  only  upon  certain  vouchers  and 
proofs  of  fitness,  which,  with  each  ascending  degree,  are 
required  to  be  stronger  and  more  imposing. 

Kach  degree  has  its  commander  or  head;  the  Fourth  or 
"  Grand  "  is  the  highest  in  a  State ;  the  Fifth  or  "Supreme" 
the  highest  iu  the  United  States;  but  to  the  first  or  lower 
degree  only  do  the  great  m.ajority  of  members  attain.  A 
large  proportion  of  these  enter  the  Order,  supposing  it  to 
be  a  "  Democratic  "  and  political  association  merely ;  and 
the  history  of  the  Order  fiunishes  a  most  striking  illustra- 
tion of  the  gross  and  criminal  deception  which  may  be 
practiced  upon  the  ignorant  masses  by  unscrupulous  and 
unprincipled  leaders.  The  members  of  the  lower  degree 
are  often  for  a  considerable  period  kept  quite  unaware  of 
the  true  purposes  of  their  chiefs.  But  to  the  latter  they 
are  bound,  in  the  language  of  their  obligation, "  to  yield 
prompt  and  implicit  obedieyice  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability, 
without  remonstrance,  hesitation,  or  delay,"  and  meHnwhile 
their  minds,  under  the  discipline  and  teachings  to  which 
they  are  subjected,  become  educated  and  accustomed  to 
contemphite  with  comparative  unconcern  the  treason  for 
which  they  are  preparing. 

The  oaths,  "invocations,"  "charges,"  &c.,  of  the  ritual, 
expressed  as  they  are  in  bomUaatic  and  extravagant  phrase- 
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ology.  would  excite  in  the  mind  of  an  edncated  person  only 
ridieuk-  and  contempt,  but  upon  the  iUit'-rave  lliey  are  cal- 
culated to  make  ii  deep  Impression,  th.-  eflect  and  import- 
ance of  which  were  doubtless  fully  studied  by  the  friimers 
of  tlie  instrument. 

The  (Mth  which  is  administered  upon  the  introduction  of 
a  member  into  any  degree  is  especially  imposing  in  its  lan- 
guage; it  prescribes  as  a  penalty  for  a  violation  of  the 
obligation  assumed  "  a  shameful  deatli,"  and  further,  that 
the  body  of  the  person  guilty  of  such  violation  shall  be 
divided  into  four  parts  and  cast  out  at  the  four  '•  gates  "  of 
the  Temple.  Not  only,  as  has  been  said,  does  it  enjoin  a 
blind  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  superiors  of  the 
Order,  but  it  is  required  to  be  lield  of  paramnunt  ohligatir/n. 
to  any  oath  which  may  be  administered  to  a  member  in  a 
court  of  justice  or  elsewhere.  Thus,  in  cases  where  mem- 
bers have  been  sworn  by  officers  empowered  to  administer 
oaths  to  speak  the  whole  truth  in  answer  to  questions  that 
may  be  put  to  them.and  have  then  been  examined  in  reference 
to  the  Order,  and  their  connection  therewith,  they  have  not 
only  refused  to  give  any  information  in  regard  to  its  char- 
acter, but  have  denied  that  they  were  members,  or  even 
that  they  knew  of  its  existence.  A  conspicuous  instance 
of  this  is  presented  in  the  cases  of  Hunt,  Dunu,  and  Smith, 
the  chief  officers  of  the  Order  in  Missouri,  who,  upon  their 
first  examination  under  oath,  after  their  arrest,  denied  all 
connection  with  the  Order,  but  confessed,  also  under  oatli, 
at  a  su))sequent  period,  that  this  denial  was  wholly  false, 
although  in  aecordance  with  their  obligations  as  members. 
Indeed,  a  deliberate  system  of  deception  in  regard  to  the 
details  of  the  conspiracy  is  inculcated  upon  the  members, 
and  studiously  pursued;  and  it  may  bo  mentioned,  as  a 
gimilarly  despicable  feature  of  the  organization,  that  it  is 
held  bound  to  injure  the  Administration  and  officers  of  the 
Goverument,  in  every  possible  manner,  by  misrepresenta- 
tion and  falsehood. 

Members  are  also  instructed  that  their  oath  of  P'ember- 
Bhip  is  to  be  held  paramount  to  an  oath  of  allegiance,  or 
any  other  oath  which  may  impose  oblijiations  inconsistent 
with  those  which  are  assumed  upon  entering  the  Order. 
Tiius,  if  a  member,  when  in  danger,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  some  traitorous  design,  has  taken  tlie  oath  of 
allegiance"  to  the  United  States,  he  is  held  at  liberty  to 
violate  it  on  the  first  occasion,  his  obligation  to  the  Order 
being  deemed  superior  to  any  consideration  of  duty  or  loy- 
alty prompted  by  such  oath. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  where  members  are  threatened  with 
the  penalties  of  perjury,  in  Ciise  of  their  answering  falsely 
to  questions  propounded  to  them  in  regard  to  the  Order 
before  a  court  or  grand  jury,  they  are  instructed  to  refuse 
to  answer  such  questions,  alleging,  as  a  ground  for  their 
refusal,  that  their  answers  may  criminate  themselves.  Tlie 
testimony  shows  that  this  course  has  habitually  been  pur- 
sued by  members,  especially  in  Indiana,  when  placed  in 
such  a  situation. 

Besides  the  oaths  and  other  forms  and  ceremonies  which 
have  been  alluded  to,  the  ritual  contains  what  are  termed 
"  Declar.itions  of  Principles."  These  declarations,  which 
are  most  important  as  exhibiting  the  creed  and  character 
of  the  Order,  ;i.s  inspired  by  the  principles  of  the  rebellion, 
will  be  fully  presented  under  tlie  next  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  signs,  signals,  passwords,  &c.,  of  the  Order  are  set 
forth  at  length  in  the  testimony,  but  need  only  be  briefly 
alluded  to.  It  is  a  significant  fact,  as  showing  the  intimate 
relations  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  sections  of 
the  secret  conspiracy,  that  a  member  from  a  Northern  State 
is  enabled  to  pjiss  without  risk  through  tlie  South  by  the 
nse  of  the  signs  of  recognition  which- have  been  estal)lished 
throughout  the  Ordjjr,  and  by  means  of  wliich  members 
from  distant  points,  though  meeting  as  strangers,  are  at 
once  made  known  to  each  other  as  '■  brothers."'  Mary  Ann 
Pitman  expressly  states  in  her  testimony  that  whenever 
important  despatches  are  required  to  be  sent  by  rebel  gen- 
erals beyond  tlieir  lines,  members  of  the  Order  are  alwaj'3 
selected  to  convey  them.  Certain  passwords  are  also  used 
in  common  in  both  sections,  and  of  these,  none  appears  to 
be  more  familiar  than  the  word  "  Nu-oh-lac,"  or  the  name 
'•Calhoui' ■' spelt  backward,  and  which  is  employed  upon 
entering  a  Temple  of  tlie  first  degrm  of.  the  O.  A.  K. — cer- 
tainly a  tirting  password  to  sucli  dens  of  treason. 

Beside  the  signs  of  recogmiiou,  theri:  -.iTa  signs  o/waminff' 
and  danger,  for  use  at  night  its  well  as  by  day;  as,  for 
instance,' signs  to  warn  members  of  the  approach  of  United 
States  oiiicials  seeking  to  make  arrests.  The  Order  has  also 
established  what  are  called  battle-Ki(jrials,  by  means  of  which, 
a-s  it  is  asserted,  a  member  serving  in  the  army  may  com- 
rnimicate  with  the  enemy  in  the  field,  and  thus  escape  per- 
sonal harm  in  case  of  attack  or  capture.  The  most  recent 
of  these  signals  represented  to  have  been  adopted  is  a  five- 
pointed  copper  star,  worn  under  the  coat,  which  is  to  be 
disclosi-d  upon  meeting  an  en'-my,  who  will  'liiis  recognize 
in  the  wearer  a  sympathizer  and  an  ally.  A  similar  star  of 
German  silver,  hung  in  u  frame,  in  said  to  be  numeroaaly 
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displayed  by  members  or  their  fiimilies  in  private  houses  in 
Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  protection  to  their 
property  in  case  of  a  raid  or  otlior  attack;  and  it  is  stated 
tliatinmany  dwellings  in  that  State  a  portrait  of  John 
Morgan  is  exhibited  for  a  similar  purpose. 

Olher  signs  are  used  by  members,  and  especially  the 
oflicers  of  the  Order  in  their  correspondence.  Their  letters, 
when  of  an  ofiicial  character,  are  generally  conveyed  by 
special  messengers,  but  when  transmitted  tlirough  tlie  mail 
are  usually  in  cipher.  When  written  in  the  ordinary  man- 
ner, a  character  at  the  foot  of  the  letter,  consisting  of  a 
circle  with  a  line  drawn  across  the  centre,  signifies  to  the 
member  who  receives  it  that  the  statements  as  written  are 
to  be  understood  in  a  sense  (Urectly  the  opposite  to  that 
which  would  ordinarily  be  conveyed. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  the  meetings  of  the  Order,  espe- 
cially in  the  country,  are.  generally  held  at  night  and  in 
secluded  places,  and  that  the  approach  to  them  is  carefully 
guarded  by  a  line  of  sentinels,  who  are  passed  only  by 
means  of  a  special  countersign,  which  is  termed  the 
'•picket," 

VI. — ITS    WRITTEJI  PRINCTPLES. 

The  ^'■Declaration  of  Principles, "  wliich  is  set  forth  in.the 
ritual  of  the  Order,  has  already  been  alluded  to.  This  de- 
claration, which  is  specially  framed  for  the  instruction  of 
tbe  great  mass  of  members,  commences  with  the  following 
proposition : 

"All  men  are  endowed  by  the  Creator  with  certain  rights, 
equal  as  far  as  there  is  equality  in  the  capacity  for  the  ap- 
jjreciation,  enjoyment,  and  exercise  of  those  rights."  And  , 
subsequently  there  is  added :  "  In  the  Divine  economy  no 
individual  of  the  human  race  must  be  permitted  to  encum- 
ber the  earth,  to  mar  its  aspects  of  transcendent  beauty, 
nor  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  physical  or  intellectual 
man,  neither  in  himself  nor  in  the  race  to  which  he  belongs. 
Hence,  a  people,  upon  whatever  piano  they  may  be  found 
in  the  ascending  scale  of  humanity,  whom  neither  the  di- 
vinity within  them  nor  the  inspirations  of  divine  and 
beautiful  nature  around  them  can  impel  to  virtuous  action 
and  progress  onward  and  upward,  should  be  subjected  to  a 
just  and  humane  servitude  and  tutelage  to  the  superior 
race  until  they  shall  be  able  to  appreciate  the  benefits  and 
advantages  of  civilization." 

Ilere,  expressed  in  studied  terms  of  hypocrisy,  is  tbe 
whole  theory  of  human  bondage — the  right  of  the  strong, 
because  they  are  strong,  to  despoil  and  enslave  the  weak, 
because  they  are  weak !  The  languages  of  earth  can  add 
nothing  to  the  cowardly  and  loathsome  baseness  of  the  doc- 
trine, as  thus  announced.  It  is  the  robber's  creed,  sought 
to  be  nationalized,  and  would  push  back  the  hand  on  the 
dial  plate  of  our  civilization  to  the  darkest  periods  of  hu- 
man Listoi-y.  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  it  furn- 
ishes a  fitting  "corner-stone"  for  the  government  of  a  re- 
bellion, every  fibre  of  whose  body  and  every  tlirob  of  whose 
soul  is  born  of  the  traitorous  ambition  and  slave-pen  inspi- 
rations of  the  South. 

To  these  detestable  tenets  is  added  that  other  pernicious 
political  theory  of  State  sovereignty,  with  its  necessary 
fruit,  the  monstrous  doctrine  of  secession — a  doctrine  which, 
in  asserting  that  in  our  federative  system  a  part  is  greater 
than  the  whole,  would  compel  the  General  Government, 
like  a  Japanese  slave,  to  commit  hari-kari  whenever  a  faithr- 
less  or  insolent  State  should  command  it  to  do  so. 

Tlius,  the  ritual,  after  reciting  that  the  States  of  the 
Unicm  are  "  free,  independent,  and  sovereign,"  proceeds  aa 
follows: 

*■  The  government  designated  '  The  United  States  of 
America'  lias  no  sovereignty,  because  that  is  an  attribute 
with  which  the  people,  in  their  several  and  distinct  politi- 
cal organizations,  are  endowed  and  is  inalienable.  It  w.ia 
constituted  by  the  terms  of  the  compact,  by  all  the  States, 
through  the  express  will  of  the  people  thereof,  respectively 
— a  common  agent,  to  nse  and  exercise  certain  named,  spe- 
cified, defined,  and  limited  powers  which  are  inherent  of 
the  sovereignties  within  those  States.  It  is  permitted,  so 
fAt  »s  regards  its  status  and  relations,  as  common  agent  in 
the  exercise  of  the  powers  carefully  and  jealously  delega- 
ted to  it,  to  call  itself 'supreme,'  but  not '  souereig'n.'  In 
accordance  with  the  principles  upon  which  is  founded 
the  American  theory,  government  can  exercise  only  delega- 
ted power;  hence,  if  those  who  shall  have  been  chosen  to 
administer  the  government  shall  assume  to  exercise  powers 
not  delegated,  they  should  be  regarded  and  treated  as  usur- 
pers. The  reference  to  '  inherent  power,'  '  war  power,'  or 
'  ndlitary  necessitj','  on  the  part  of  the  functionary  for  the 
sanction  of  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  power  by  him,  we  will 
not  accept  in  palliation  or  excuse." 

To  this  is  added,  as  a  corollary,  "  it  is  incompatible  vrith 

the  history  and  nature  of  our  system  of  government  that 

Federal  authority  should  coerce  by  arms  a  sovereign  Stuto."" 

The  declaration  of  principles,  however,  does  not  stop  here, 

but  proceeds  one  step  further,  as  follows: 

"  Whenever  the  chosen  officers  qr  delegates  shall  tail  or 
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refuse  to  administer  the  GoTcmment  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  letter  of  the  accepted  Constitution,  it  is  the  iulie- 
rent  riglit  antl  the  solemn  and  iiaperative  duty  of  the  peo- 
ple to  resist  the  functionaries,  and,  if  need  be,  to  expel  tliem 
by  force  of  urins  !  Such  resistance  is  not  revolution,  but 
is  solely  the  assertion  of  right — the  exercise  of  all  the  no- 
ble attributes  which  impart  honor  and  dignity  to  man- 
hood." 

To  the  same  effect,  though  in  a  milder  tone,  is  the  plat- 
form of  the  order  in  Indiana,  put  forth  by  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil at  their  meeting  in  February  last,  which  declares 
that  "  the  right  to  alter  or  abolish  their  government,  when- 
ever it  tails  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  is  one  of  the 
inaUeuable  rights  of  the  people  that  can  nevei  be  surren- 
dered." 

Such,  then,  are  the  principles  which  the  new  member 
Bwears  to  observe  and  abide  by  in  his  obligation,  set  forth 
in  the  ritual,  where  he  says  :  '■  I  do  solemnly  promise  that 
I  will  ever  cherish  in  my  heart  of  hearts  the  sublime  crted 
of  the  E.  K.,  (Excellent  Knights,)  and  will,  so  far  as  in  me 
lies,  illustrate  the  same  in  my  intercourse  with  men,  and 
will  defend  the  principles  thereof,  if  need  be,  with  my  life, 
whensoever  assailed,  in  my  own  country  first  of  all.  I  do 
further  solemnly  declare  that  I  will  never  take  up  arms  in 
behalf  of  any  government  which  does  not  acknowledge  the 
sole  authority  or  power  to  be  the  will  of  the  governed." 

The  following  extracts  from  the  ritual  may  also  be 
quoted  as  illustrating  the  principle  of  the  right  of  revolu- 
tion and  resistance  to  constituted  authority  insisted  upon 
by  the  Order : 

"Our  swords  sh.all  be  unsheathed  whenever  the  great 
principles  which  we  aim  to  inculcate  and  have  sworn  to 
maintain  and  defend  are  assailed." 

Again:  "I  do  solemnly  promise,  that  whensoever  the 
principles  which  our  Order  inculcates  shall  be  assailed  in  my 
own  Stote  or  country,  I  will  defend  these  principles  with 
my  sword  and  my  life,  in  whatsoever  capacity  may  be  ivs- 
signed  me  by  the  compe'ent  authority  of  our  Order." 

And  further :  "  I  do  promise  that  1  will,  at  all  times,  if 
need  be,  take  up  arms  in  the  cause  of  the  oppressed — in  my 
own  country  first  of  all— against  any  power  or  government 
usurped,  which  may  bo  found  in  arms  and  waging  war 
against  a  people  or  peoples  who  are  endeavoring  to  estiib- 
lish,  or  have  inaugurated,  a  goverumcut  for  themselves  of 
their  own  free  choico." 

Moreover,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  all  the  addresses  and 
speeches  of  its  leaders  breathe  the  same  principle,  of  the 
right  of  forcible  resistance  to  the  Government,  ;is  one  of 
the  tenets  of  the  Order. 

Thus  P.  C.  Wright,  Supreme  Commander,  in  his  general 
address  of  December,  1S63,  after  urging  that  "  the  spirit  of 
the  fathers  may  animate  the  free  minds,  the  brave  hearts, 
and  still  unshackled  limbs  of  the  tru^  democraci/,'  (mean- 
ing the  members  of  the  Order,)  adds  as  follows :  "  To  be 
prepared  for  the  crisis  now  approaching,  we  must  catch 
from  afar  the  eaidiest  and  faintest  breathings  of  the  spirit 
of  the  storm ;  to  be  successful  when  the  storm  comes,  we 
must  be  watchful,  patient,  brave,  confident,  organized, 
arnied." 

Thus,  too,  Dodd,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Order  in  Indi- 
ana, ouoting,  in  his  address  of  February  last,  the  views  of 
his  chief,  Vallandigham,  and  adopting  them  as  his  own, 
says : 

"  lie  (Vallandigham)  judges  that  the  Washington  power 
will  nut  yield  up  its  power  until  it  is  taken  from  them  by 
an  indit;n:int  people  by  farce  of  arms." 

Such,  then,  are  the  written  principles  of  the  Order  in 
which  the  neophyte  is  instructed,  and  which  he  is  sworn  to 
cherish  and  observe  as  his  rule  of  action,  when,  with  arms 
placed  iu  his  hands,  he  is  called  upon  to  engage  in  the  over- 
Uirow  of  his  Government.  This  declaration — first,  of  the 
Hbsoluto  right  of  slavery ;  second,  of  St:ite  sovereignty  and 
the  right  of  secession  ;  third,  of  tlio  right  of  armed  resist- 
ance to  constituted  authority  on  the  p:irt  of  the  disalTected 
and  the  ihsloyal,  whenever  their  .ambition  may  prompt 
them  to  revolution — is  but  an  assertion  of  that  abominable 
theory  which,  from  its  first  enunciation.  Served  a.s  a  pretext 
for  conspiracy  after  conspiracy  against  the  Ooverunient  on 
the  part  of  Southern  traitors,  until  their  detestable  plot- 
ting culminated  in  open  rebellion  and  bloody  civil  war. 
What  more  appropriate  password,  therefore,  to  bo  commu- 
nicated to  the  new  member  upon  his  first  admission  to  the 
secrets  of  the  Order  could  have  bi'en  conceived  than  that 
which  was  actually  adopted — "  Calhoiui !" — a  man  who, 
baffled  in  his  lust  for  power,  with  giiasuing  teetii  turned 
upon  the  Government  that  had  lifted  him  to  its  highest 
honors,  and  upon  the  country  that  had  borne  him,  and 
down  to  the  very  close  of  his  fevered  li/e  labored  incessantly 
to  scatter  far  and  wide  the  seeds  of  that  poison  of  death 
now  \ipon  our  lips.  The  thorns  which  now  pierce  an  1  tear 
us  are  of  the  tree  he  planted. 

VII. — ITS   SPECIFIC   PURPOSES   AND  OPERATIONS. 

From  the  principles  of  the  Order,  ;is  thus  set  forth,  its 


general  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  rebellion  may 
readily  be  inferred,  and,  in  fact,  those  principles  could  logi- 
cally lead  to  uo  other  result.  This  general  purpose,  indeed, 
is  distinctly  set  forth  in  the  person.al  statements  and  con- 
fessions of  its  members,  and  particularly  of  its  prominent 
officers,  who  have  been  induced  to  make  disclosures  to  the 
Government.  Among  the  most  significant  of  these  con- 
fessions are  those  already  alluded  to,  of  Hunt,  Dunn,  and 
Smith,  the  heads  of  the  order  in  Missouri.  The  latter, 
whose  statement  is  full  and  e.xplicit,  says :  "  At  the  time  I 
joined  the  Order  I  understood  that  its  object  was  to  aid 
and  assist  the  Confederate  Government,  and  endeavor  to 
restore  the  Union  as  it  was  prior  to  this  rebellion."  He 
adds:  "The  Order  is  hostile  in  every  respect  to  the  General 
Government,  and  friendly  to  the  so-called  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  exclusively  made  up  of  disloyal  persons — 
of  all  Democrats  who  are  desirous  of  securing  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Confederate  States  with  a  view  of  restoring  the 
Union  as  it  was." 

It  would  be  idle  to  comment  on  such  gibberish  as  the 
statement  that  "the  independence  of  the  Confederate 
States"  was  to  be  used  as  the  means  of  restoring  "  the  Union 
as  it  was  ;"  and  yet,  under  the  manipulations  of  these  trait- 
orous jugglers,  doubtless  the  brains  of  many  have  been  so 
fir  muddled  as  to  accept  this  shameless  declaration  as  true. 

Cut  pr<x;eeding  to  the  sp.xifu;  purposes  of  the  Order,  which 
its  leaders  have  had  iu  view  from  the  beginning,  and  winch, 
as  will  be  seen,  it  has  been  able,  in  many  cases,  to  carry  out 
with  very  considerable  success,  the  following  -are  found  to 
be  most  pointedly  presented  by  tho  testimony: 

1.  Aiding  Soldiers  to  Desert  and  Harboring  and  Protect- 
ing Deserters. — Early  in  its  history  the  Order  essayed  to 
undermine  such  portions  of  the  army  as  were  exposed  to  its 
insidious  approaches.  Agents  were  sent  by  the  K.  G.  Ct 
into  the  camps  to  introduce  the  Order  among  the  soldiers, 
and  those  who  became  members  were  instructed  to  induce 
as  many  of  their  companions  as  possible  to  desert,  and  for 
this  purpose  the  latter  were  furnished  by  the  Order  with 
money  and  citizens'  clothing.  Soldiers  who  hesitated  at 
desertion,  but  desired  to  leave  the  army,  were  introduced  to 
lawyers  who  engaged  to  furnish  them  some  quasi  legal  pre- 
text for  so  doin^,  and  a  certain  attorney  of  IntUanapolis, 
named  Walpole,  who  was  particularly  conspicuous  iu  fur- 
nishing fiicilities  of  this  character  tosoldiers  who  applied  to 
him,  hxs  boasted  that  he  has  thus  aided  five  hundred  enlisted 
men  to  escape  from  their  contracts.  Through  the  schemes  of 
the  Order  in  Indiana  whole  companies  were  broken  up — a 
hu-ge  dettichnient  or  a  battery  company,  for  instance,  desert- 
ing on  one  occasion  to  the  enemy  with  two  of  its  guns — ^aud 
the  camps  were  imbued  with  a  spirit  (jf  discontent  and  dissat- 
isfaction with  the  service.  Some  estimato  of  the  success  of 
these  elVorts  may  be  derived  from  the  report  of  the  Adju- 
tant General  of  Inchana,  of  January,  in  lb03,  setting  forth 
that  the  number  of  deserters  and  absentees  returned  to  the 
army  through  the  post  of  Indianapolis  alone,  during  the 
month  of  December,  1862,  was  nearly  two  thousand  six 
hundred. 

As  soon  as  arrests  of  these  deserters  began  to  be  gener- 
.ally  made,  writs  of  habeas  corpus  were  issued  iu  their  cases 
by  thsloyal  judges,  and  a  considerable  number  were  dis- 
charged thereon.  In  one  instance  in  Indiana,  where  an  oflicer 
iu  charge  of  a  deserter  properly  refused  to  obey  the  wTit,  after 
it  had  been  suspended  iu  such  cases  by  the  President,  hia 
attachment  for  contempt  w.a.s  ordered  by  the  chief  justice 
of  the  State,  who  declared  that  "the  streets  of  Indianapolis 
might  run  with  blood,  but  that  ho  would  enforce  his  au- 
thority against  the  Presidenfs  order."  On  another  occa,- 
siou  certain  United  States  ollicers  who  had  made  the  arrests 
of  deserters  in  Illinois  were  themselves  airested  for  kid- 
napping, and  held  to  trial  by  a  disloyal  judge,  who  at  the 
same  time  discharged  the  deserters,  though  acknowledging 
them  to  be  such. 

Soldiers,  upon  deserting,  were  assured  of  immunity  from 
punishment  and  protection  on  the  part  of  the  Order,  and 
were  instructed  to  bring  away  with  them  their  arms,  and, 
if  mounted,  their  horses.  Detiiils  sent  to  arrest  them  by 
the  military  authorities  were  in  several  Ciises  lorcibly  re- 
sisted, and,  wh;Te  not  unusually  strong  in  numbers,  were 
driven  back  by  hu'ge  bodies  of  men,  subsequently  generally 
iiscertamed  to  be  members  of  the  Order.  Where  arrests 
were  effected,  our  troojis  were  openly  attacked  and  fired 
upon  on  their  return.  Inst;inces  of  such  attacks  occurring 
iu  Morgan  and  Rush  counties,  Indi.ina,  are  tispecially 
noticed  by  General  CaiTington.  In  the  case  of  the  out- 
break in  Jlorgan  county,  J.  S.  Bingham,  editor  of  the 
Indianapolis  Sentinel,  a  member  or  friend  of  the  Order, 
sought  to  forwar<l  to  the  disloyal  newspapi.-rs  of  tho  West 
f  dse  and  inllammatory  telegraphic  disi)atches  in  regard  to 
the  aff:ur,  to  the  etTect  th:it  cavalry  had  been  sent  to  aiTest 
all  the  Democrats  in  the  county,  that  they  had  committed 
gross  outrages,  and  that  sevend  citiz?ns  had  been  shot; 
and  adilin<  "  ten  thousand  soldiers  cannot  hold  the  niea 
arrested  this  night.  Civil  wiu'  and  bloodshed  are  ir>evitj«- 
^  ble,"    The  assertions  in  this  di;spatch  were  entirely  fitlse, 
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and  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  fact  heretofor"  noted,  that 
a  studious  misrepreseuratiou  of  the  acts  of  tlie  Hovern- 
IBL-nt  and  its  ofiBoers  is  a  part  of  the  ijreacribL'd  duty  of 
nicuibeis  of  the  Order.  It  is  proper  to  mention  tluit  seVL-n 
of  tlie  party  in  Morgan  county  who  madt;  the  attack  upon 
our  troops  werfe  convicted  of  their  offence  by  a  State  court. 
Upon  Uicir  trial  it  was  proved  that  the  party  was  composed 
of  members  of  the  K.  G.  C. 

One  of  the  most  pointed  instances  of  protection  afforded 
to  deserters  occurred  in  a  case  in  Indiana,  where  seventeen 
intrenched  themselves  in  a  log  cabin  with  a  ditch  and  pal- 
isade, and  were  furnished  with  provisions  and  sustained  in 
their  defence  against  our  militiiry  authorities  for  a  consid- 
erable period  by  the  Order  or  its  friends. 

2.  Diacouriujing  Enlistments  and  Resisting  the  Draft. — 
It  is  especially  inculcated  by  the  Order  to  oppose  the  re-en- 
forcement of  our  armies,  either  by  volunteers  or  drafted 
men.  In  1802  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  organized 
generally  to  resist  the  draft  in  the  Western  States,  and 
were  strong  enough  in  certain  localities  to  greatly  emliar- 
rass  the  Government.  In  tliis  year  and  early  in  1863  a 
number  of  enrolling  officers  were  shot  in  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois. In  Blackford  county,  Indiana,  an  attack  was  made 
upon  the  court-house,  and  the  books  connected  with  the 
diaft  were  destroyed.  In  several  counties  of  the  State 
a  considerable  military  force  was  required  for  the  protection 
of  the  United  States  officials,  and  a  large  number  of  arrests 
were  made,  including  that  of  one  Reynolds,  an  ex-Sen.itor 
of  the  Legislature,  for  publicly  urging  upon  the  populace 
to  resist  the  conscription — an  offence  of  the  same  character, 
in  fact,  as  that  upon  which  Vallandigham  was  apprehended 
in  Ohio.  These  outbreaks  were  no  doubt,  in  most  cases, 
incited  by  the  Order  and  engaged  in  by  its  members.  In 
Indiana  nearly  200  persons  wore  indicted  lor  conspiracy 
afiainst  the  Government,  resisting  the  draft,  Ac,  and  about 
aixty  of  these  were  convicted. 

Where  members  c  f  the  Order  were  forced  into  the 
army  by  the  draft,  they  were  instructed,  in  case  they  were 
prevented  from  presently  escaping,  and  were  obliged  to  go 
to  the  fit  Id,  to  use  their  arms  against  their  fellow-soldiers 
rather  than  the  enemy,  or  if  possible  to  desert  to  the  enemy, 
by  whom,  through  the  signs  of  the  Order,  they  would  be 
recognized  and  received  as  friends.  Whenever  a  member 
volunteered  in  the  army  he  was  at  once  expelled  from  the 
Order. 

3.  Circulation  of  Disloyal  and  Treasonable  Publications. — 
The  Order,  especially  in  Missouri,  has  secretly  circulated 
throughout  the  country  a  great  quantity  of  treasonable 
publications,  as  a  means  of  extending  its  own  power  and 
influence,  as  well  as  of  giving  encouragement  to  the  disloyal 
and  inciting  them  to  treason.  Of  these,  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal an-  the  following:  "  Pollard's  Southern  History  of  the 
War,"  'Official  Reports  of  the  Confederate  Government," 
"  Life  of  Stonewall  Jackson,"  Pamphlets  containing  articles 
from  the  "Metropolitan  Record,''  "Abraham  .\fricauus,  or 
Mysteries  of  the  White  House,"  "  The  Lincoln  Catechism, 
or  a  Guide  to  the  Presidential  Election  of  1864,"  "Inde- 
structible Organics,"  by  Tirga.  Tliese  publications  have 
generally  been  procured  by  formal  requisitions  drawn  upon 
the  grand  commander  by  leading  members  iu  the  interior 
of  a  State.  Oneof  these  requisitions,  dated  .lune  lOtli  last, 
and  drawn  by  a  local  secretary  of  the  Order  at  Gentryville, 
Missouri,  is  exhibited  in  the  testimony.  It  contains  a  col- 
umn of  the  initials  of  subscribers,  opposite  whose  names 
are  entered  the  number  of  disloyal  publications  to  be  fur- 
nished, the  particular  book  or  books,  <S;c.,  required  being 
indicated  by  fictitious  titles. 

4.  Communicating  wilh,  and  Giving  Intelligence  to,  the 
Enemy. — Smith,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Order  iu  Missouri, 
Bays,  in  his  confession:  "Rebel  spies,  mail-carriers,  and 
emis.sarie8  have  been  carfully  protected  by  this  Order  ever 
since  I  have  been  a  member."  It  is  shown  in  the  testimony 
to  be  customary  in  the  rebel  service  to  employ  members  of 
the  Order  as  spies,  under  the  guise  of  soldiers  furnished 
with  ituloughs  to  visit  their  homes  within  our  lines.  On 
coming  within  the  territory  occupied  by  our  forces,  they  are 
h  irbored  and  supplied  with  information  by  the  Order.  An- 
other class  of  spies  claim  to  be  deserters  from  the  en- 
emy, and  at  once  seek  an  opportunity  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  which,  however,  though  volinitarily  taken,  they 
claim  to  be  administered  while  they  are  under  a  species  of 
duress,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  binding.  Upon  swearing 
allegiance  to  the  Government,  the  pretended  deserter  en- 
gages, with  the  assistance  of  the  Order,  in  collecting  con- 
traband goods  or  procuring  intelligence  to  he  conveyed  to 
the  enemy,  or  iu  some  other  treasonable  enterprise.  In  his 
official  report  of  June  12tli  last.  Colonel  Sanderson  remarks : 
"  This  department  is  filled  with  rebel  spies,  all  of  whom  be- 
long to  the  Order." 

In  Missouri  regular  mail  communication  was  for  a  long 
period  maintained  tlirougli  the  agency  of  the  Order  from 
St.  Louis  to  Price's  army,  by  means  of  which  private  Icl- 
ter.s,  as  well  as  official  despatdies  between  liim  and  the 
Grand  Commauder  of  Missouri  were  regularly  transmitted. 


Th':'  mail-carriers  started  from  a  point  on  the  Pacific  rail- 
road, mar  Kirkwood  Station,  about  fourteen  miles  from 
St.  Limi.s,  and.  travelling  only  by  night,  proceeded  (to  quota 
Irom  Colonel  Sanderson's  report)  to  "  Mattox  Mills,  on  the 
Manmiee  river,  thence  past  Mineral  Point  to  Webster, 
thence  to  a  point  fifteen  miles  below  Van  Buren,  where 
they  crossed  the  Black  river,  and  thence  to  the  rebel  lines." 
It  is,  probably,  also  by  this  route  that  the  secret  corres- 
pondence, stated  by  the  witness  Pitman  to  have  been  con- 
stantly kept  up  between  Price  and  Vallandigham,  the  heada 
of  the  Order  at  the  North  and  South,  respectively,  was  suc- 
cessfully maintained. 

A  similar  communication  Xiss  been  continuously  held 
with  the  enemy  from  Louisville,  Kentucky.  A  consider- 
able number  of  women  in  that  State,  many  of  them  of  high 
position  in  rebel  society,  and  some  of  them  outwardly  pro- 
fessing to  be  loyal,  were  discovered  to  have  been  actively 
engaged  in  receiving  and  forwarding  mails,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Order  and  as  its  instruments.  Two  of  the  most 
notorious  and  successful  of  these,  Mrs.  Woods  and  Misa 
Cassell,  have  been  apprehended  and  imprisoned.' 

By  means  of  tliis  correspondence  with  the  enemy  the 
members  of  the  Order  were  promptly  apprized  of  all  ruidu 
to  be  made  by  the  forces  of  the  tbrmer,  and  were  able  to 
hold  themselves  prepared  to  render  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
raiders.  To  show  how  efficient  for  this  purpose  was  the 
system  thus  established,  it  is  to  be  added  that  our  military 
authorities  have,  in  a  number  of  cases,  been  informed  through 
members  of  the  Order  employed  in  the  intei-est  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  impending  raids  and  important  army  move- 
ments of  the  rebels,  not  only  days,  but  sometimes  weeks, 
sooner  than  the  same  intelligence  could  have  reached  them 
tlirough  the  ordinary  channels. 

On  the  other  baud,  the  system  of  espionage  kept  up  by 
the  Order,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  of  tho 
movements  of  our  own  forces,  &c.,  to  be  imparted  to  tho 
enemy,  seems  to  have  been  as  perfect  as  it  was  secret.  The 
Grand  Secretarj'  of  the  Order  in  Missouri  states,  in  hia 
confession  :  "One  of  the  especial  objects  of  this  Order  was  to 
place  members  in  steamboats,  ferry-boats,  telegraph  offices, 
express  offices,  department  headquarters,  provost  marshal's 
otlice,  and,  in  fact,  iu  every  position  where  they  could  do  valu- 
able service:"  and  he  proceeds  to  specify  certain  members 
who,  at  the  date  of  his  confession,  (August  2d  last.)  were 
employed  at  the  express  and  telegraph  offices  in  St  Louis. 

5.  Aiding  t/ie  Enemy,  by  recruiting  for  tlic.m,  or  assisting 
them  to  recruit,  within  our  lines. — This  has  also  been  exten- 
sively caiTiedon  by  members  of  the  Order,  particularly  in 
Kentucky  and  Missouri.  It  is  estimated  that  2,000  men 
Were  sent  South  from  1-ouisville  alone  during  a  tew  weeks 
ill  April  and  May,  1S64.  The  Order  and  its  friends  at  that 
city  have  a  permanent  fund,  to  which  there  are  many  sub- 
scrilters,  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out  with  pistols,  clothing, 
money,  &c.,  men  desiring  to  join  the  Southern  service;  and, 
In  tiie  lodges  of  the  Order  in  St.  Louis  and  Northern  Mis- 
souri, money  liaS  often  been  raised  to  purchase  horses, 
arms,  iind  equipments  for  soldiers  about  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  Southern  army.  In  the  latter  State,  parties  empowered 
by  Price,  or  by  Grand  Commander  Hunt  as  his  representa- 
tive, to  recruit  for  the  reliel  service,  were  nominally  author- 
ized to  "  locate  lands,"  as  it  was  expressed,  and  in  their 
reports,  which  were  formally  made,  the  number  of  acres, 
&c.,  located  represented  the  number  of  men  recruited.  At 
Louisville,  those  desiring  to  join  the  Southern  forces  were 
kept  hidden,  and  supplied  with  food  and  lodging  until  % 
convenient  occasion  was  presented  for  their  transportation 
South.  They  were  then  collected,  and  conducted  at  night 
to  a  safe  rendezvous  of  the  Order,  whence  they  were  for- 
warded to  their  destination,  in  some  cases  stealing  horses 
from  the  United  States  corrals  on  their  way.  While  await- 
ing an  occasion  to  be  sent  South,  the  men,  to  avoid  the  sus- 
picion which  might  be  excited  by  their  being  seen  together 
in  any  considerable  number,  were  often  employed  on  tiirms 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lojiisville,  and  the  farm  of  one  Grant,  in 
that  neighborhood,  (at  whose  house,  also,  meetings  of  the 
Order  were  held,)  is  indicated  in  the  testimony  as  one  of  the 
localities  where  such  recruits  were  rendezvoused  and  emr 
ployed. 

The  same  facilities  which  were  afforded  to  recruits  for 
the  Southern  army  were  also  furnished  by  the  Order  to 
persons  desiring  to  proceed  beyond  our  lines  for  any  illegiil 
purpose.  By  these  Louisville  was  generally  preferred  as 
a  point  of  departure,  and,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  a  partic- 
ular steamer,  the  Graham,  was  selected  as  the  safest  con- 
veyance. 

6.  Fu}-nishing  the  Rebels  with  Arms,  Ammunition.  c£c. — 
In  this,  too,  the  Order,  and  especially  its  female  members 
and  allies,  has  been  sedulously  engaged.  The  rebel  women 
of  Loin'sville  and  Kentucky  are  represented  as  having  ren- 
dered the  most  valuable  aid  to  the  Southern  army,  by  trans- 
porting large  quantities  of  percussion  caps,  powder,  Ac, 
concealed  upon  their  persons,  to  gome  convenient  locality 
mar  the  lines,  whence  they  could  be  readily  conveyed  to 
those  for   whom   they    were    intended.     It  is  ectimatetj 
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that  at  Lonisville,  np  to  May  Ist  last,  the  snm  of 
fl7,000  had  been  invested  by  the  Order  in  ammunition 
and  arms,  to  be  forwarder,  principally  iu  this  manner 
to  the  rebels.  In  St.  Louis  several  firms,  who  are 
well  known  to  the  Government,  the  principal  of  which  is 
Beauvais  &  Co.,  have  been  ensraged  in  supplying  arms  and 
annnunition  to  members  of  the  Order,  to  be  convoyed  to 
their  Southern  allies.  Mary  Ann  Pitman,  a  reliable  wit- 
ness, and  a  member  of  the  0.  A.  K.,  who  will  hereafter  be 
specially  alluded  to,  states  in  her  testimony  that  she  visitid 
Beauvais  &  Co.  three  times,  and  procured  from  them  on 
e.ich  occasion  about  $80  W(jrth  of  caps,  besides  a  number  of 
pistols  and  cartridges,  whicli  she  carried  in  person  to  For- 
rest's command,  as  well  as  a  much  larger  quantity  of  simi- 
lai-  articles  which  she  caused  to  be  forwarded  by  other 
agents.  The  guerillas  in  Missouri  also  received  arms  from 
St.  Louis,  and  one  Douglas,  one  of  the  most  active  consjiir- 
etors  of  the  0.  A.  K.  iu  Missouri,  and  a  special  emissary  of 
Price,  was  arrested  while  in  the  act  of  transporting  a  box 
of  forty  revolvers  by  railroad  to  a  guerilla  camp  in  the 
interior  of  the  State.  Medical  stores  in  large  quantities 
were  likewise,  by  the  aid  of  the  Order,  furnished  to  tlie 
enemy,  and  a  "young  doctor"  named  Moore,  said  to  be  now 
a  medical  inspector  in  the  rebel  army,  is  mentioned  as 
having  "  made  $75,000  by  smuggling  medicines  " — princi- 
pally from  Louisville — through  the  lines  of  our  army.  Sup- 
plies were,  in  some  cases,  conveyed  to  the  enemy  through 
the  medium  of  professed  loyalists,  who,  having  received 
permits  for  that  purpose  from  the  United  States  military 
authoiities,  would  forward  their  goods,  as  if  for  ordinary 
purposes  of  trade,  to  a  certain  point  near  the  rebel  lines, 
where,  by  the  connivance  of  the  owners,  the  enemy  would 
be  enabled  to  seize  them. 

7.  Co-operating  with  the  Enemy  in  Raids  and  Invasions. — 
While  it  is  clear  that  the  Order  h:ts  given  aid,  both  directly 
sud  indirectly,  to  the  forces  of  the  rebels,  and  to  guerilla 
bands,  when  engaged  in  making  incursions  into  the  border 
States,  yet  because, on  the  one  hand,  of  theconstant  restraint 
upon  its  action  exercised  by  our  military  authorities,  and,  on 
the  other,  of  the  general  success  of  our  armies  in  the  field 
over  those  of  the  enemy,  their  allies  at  the  North  have  never 
thus  far  been  able  to  carry  out  their  grand  plan  of  a  gen- 
eral armed  rising  of  the  Order,  and  its  co-operation  on  an 
extended  scale  with  the  Southern  forces.  This  plan  has 
been  two-fold,  and  consisted,  first,  of  a  rising  of  the  Order 
iu  Missouri,  aided  by  a  strong  detachment  from  Illinois, 
and  a  co-operation  with  a  rebel  army  under  Price ;  second, 
of  a  similar  rising  in  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  and  a 
co-operation  with  a  force  under  Breckinridge,  Buckner, 
Morgan,  or  some  other  reliel  commander,  who  was  to  invade 
the  latter  State.  In  this  case  the  Order  was  first  to  cut  the 
railroads  and  telegraph  wires,  so  that  intelligence  of  the 
movement  might  not  bo  sent  abroad  and  the  transportation 
of  Federal  troops  might  be  delayed,  and  then  to  seize  upon 
the  arsenails  at  Indianapolis,  Columbus,  Springfield,  Louis- 
ville, and  Frankfort,  and,  furnishing  sudi  of  their  number 
as  were  without  arms,  to  kill  or  make  prisoners  of  depart- 
ment, district,  and  post  commanders,  release  the  rebel  pris- 
mers  at  Rock  Island,  and  at  Camjis  .Morton,  Douglas,  and 
^hase,  and  thereupon  join  the  Southern  army  at  Louisville 
or  some  other  point  in  Kentucky,  which  State  was  to  be 
permanently  occupied  by  the  combined  ibrce.  At  the 
period  of  the  movement  it  was  also  pr(jposed  that  an  attack 
shotild  be  made  upon  Chicago  by  means  of  steam-tugs 
mounted  with  cannon.  A  similar  course  was  to  be  taken  in 
Missouri,  and  was  to  result  in  the  permanent  occupation  of 
that  State. 

This  scheme  has  long  occupied  the  minds  of  members  of 
the  Order,  and  has  been  continually  discussed  by  them  in 
their  lodges.  A  rising  somewhat  of  the  character  described 
Wiis  intended  to  have  taken  plice  in  the  spring  of  this  year, 
simultaneously  with  an  expected  advance  of  the  army  of 
Lee  upon  Washington  ;  but  the  plans  of  the  enemy  having 
been  anticipated  by  tlie  movements  of  our  own  generals, 
the  rising  of  the  conspirators  was  necessarily  postponed. 
Again,  a  general  movement  of  the  Southern  forces  was  ex- 
pected to  occur  about  July  4,  and  with  this  the  Order  was 
to  co-operate.  A  speech  to  be  made  by  Vallandigham  at 
the  Chicago  Convention  was,  it  is  said,  to  be  the  signal  for 
the  rising;  but  the  postponement  of  the  convention,  as 
well  as  the  failure  of  the  rebel  armies  to  engage  in  the  an- 
ticipated moVement,  again  operated  to  disturb  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Order.  During  the  summer,  however,  the 
grand  plan  of  action  above  set  forth  lias  been  more  tlian 
ever  discussed  throughout  the  Order,  and  its  success  most 
confidently  predicted,  while  at  the  same  time  an  extensive 
organization  and  preparation  for  carri'ing  the  conspiracy 
into  effect  have  been  actively  going  on.  But  np  to  this  time, 
notwithstanding  thelate  raids oftheenemy  in  Kentucky, and 
the  invasion  of  Missouri  by  Price,  no  such  general  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Order  as  was  contemplatecl  has  taken  i)lace 
— a  result,  in  groat  part,  owing  to  the  activity  of  our  mili- 
tary authorities  in  strengtheiiiuir  tin-  detaiMiuients  at  the 
prisons,  arseuals,  i&c,  and  iu  tauaing  the  arrest  of  the  lead- 


ing conspirators  in  the  several  States,  and  especially  in  the 
seizure  of  large  quantities  of  arms  which  had  been  shipped 
for  the  use  of  the  Order  in  their  intended  outbreak.  Jt  was 
doubtless  on  account  of  these  piecautions  that  the  day  last 
appointed  for  the  rising  of  the  Order  in  Indiana  and  Koa- 
tucky  (August  10)  passed  by  with  but  slight  disorder. 

It  is,  however,  the  inability  of  the  public  enoniy,  in  the 
now  declining  days  of  the  rebellion,  to  initiate  the  desired 
movements  which  has  prevented  the  Order  from  engaging 
in  open  warfare ;  audit  has  hitely  been  seriously  consid- 
ered in  their  councils  wlu  ther  tliey  shouli!  not  proceed  wi.'h 
their  revolt,  relying  alone  upon  the  guerilla  bands  ot  Syph- 
ert,  Jesse,  and  others,  for  support  and  assistance. 

AVith  these  guerillas  the  Order  has  always  most  readily 
acted  along  tlie  border,  and  in  cases  of  capture  by  the 
Union  forces  of  Northern  members  of  the  Order  engaged 
in  co-operating  with  them,  the  guerillas  have  frequently 
retaliated  by  seizing  prominent  Union  citizens  and  holding 
them  as  hostages  for  tlie  release  of  their  allies.  At  other 
times  our  Government  has  '  een  officially  notified  by  the 
rebel  authorities  that  if  the  members  of  the  Order  capj 
fured  were  not  treated  by  us  as  ordinary  prisoners  of  wa4 
retaliation  would  be  resorted  to. 

An  atrocious  plan  of  concert  between  members  of  the 
Order  ill  Indiana  and  certain  guerilla  bands  in  Kentucky, 
agreed  upon  last  spring,  may  be  here  remarked  upon. 
Some  2,500  or  3,000  guerillas  were  to  be  tlirown  around 
into  the  border  counties,  and  were  to  assume  the  character 
of  retugees  seeking  employment.  Being  armed,  they  were 
secretly  to  destroy  Government  pioperty  wherever  practi- 
cable, and  subsequently  to  control  the  elections  by  force, 
prevent  enlistments,  aid  deserters,  and  stir  up  strife  be- 
tween the  civil  and  military  authorities. 

A  singular  feature  of  the  raids  of  the  enemy  remains 
only  to  be  adverted  to,  viz :  that  the  officers  conducting 
these  raids  are  furnished  by  the  rebel  Government  with 
quantities  of  United  States  Treasury  notes  for  use  within 
our  lines,  and  that  these  are  probably  most  frequently  pro- 
cured through  the  agency  of  members  of  the  Order. 

Mary  Ann  Pitman  states  that  Forrest,  of  the  lebel  army, 
at  one  time  exhibited  to  her  a  letter  to  himself  from  a 
prominent  rebel  sympathizer  and  member  of  the  Order  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  in  which  it  was  set  forth  that  the  sum 
of  S25,0O0  ill  '-greenbacks"  had  actually  been  forwarded 
by  him  to  the  rebel  Government  at  Kichmond. 

8.  Deslructiitn  of  Governm  nt  Prnpevtii. — There  is  no 
doubt  that  large  quantities  of  Government  property  have 
been  burned  or  otherwise  destroyed  by  the  agency  of  the 
Order  in  diflereut  localities.  At  Louisville,  in  the  case  of 
the  steamer  Taylor,  and  on  the  Mississippi  river,  steamera 
belonging  to  the  United  States  have  been  burned  at  the 
wharves,  and  gener.ally  when  loaded  with  Government 
stores.  Shortly  before  the  arrest  of  Bowles,  the  senior  of 
the  major  generals  of  the  Order  in  Indiana,  ho  had  been 
engaged  in  the  preparation  of  "  Greek  Fire,"  which  it  was 
supposed  would  be  found  serviceable  in  the  destruction  of 
public  propertj'.  It  was  generally  understood  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Order  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  that  they  were 
to  bo  compensated  for  such  destruction  by  the  rebel  Gov- 
ernment, by  receiving  a  commission  of  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
value  of  the  property  so  destroyed,  and  that  this  value  was 
to  be  derived  from  the  estimate  of  the  loss  made  in  each 
case  by  Northern  newspapers. 

9.  Destruction  of  Private  Property  and  Persecution  of 
Liiyal  Men. — It  is  reported  by  General  Carrington  that  the 
full  development  of  the  Order  in  Indiana  was  followed  by 
"  a  state  of  terrorism"  among  the  Union  residents  of  "por- 
tions of  Brown,  Morgan,  Johnson,  Rush,  Claj-,  Sullivan, 
liartholomew,  Hendricks,  and  other  counties"  iu  that  State; 
that  from  some  localities  individuals  were  driven  away  al- 
together ;  that  in  others  their  barns,  hay,  and  wheat-ricks 
were  burned ;  and  that  many  persons,  under  the  general 
insecurity  of  life  and  property,  sold  their  effects  at  a  sacri- 
fice and  removed  to  other  places.  At  one  time  in  Brown 
county,  the  members  of  the  Order  openly  threatened  fho 
lives  of  all  '■.\bolitionists"  who  refused  to  sign  a  peace  me- 
morial which  they  had  prepared  and  addressed  to  Congress. 
In  Missouri,  also,  similar  outrages  committed  upon  the  , 
property  of  loyal  citizens  are  attributable  iu  a  great  degree 
to  the  secria  Order. 

Here  the  outbreak  of  the  miners  in  the  coal  districts  of 
eastern  Pennsylvani.i,  in  the  autumn  of  last  year,  may  bo 
appropriately  referred  to.  It  was  fully  shown  in  the  testi- 
mony adduced,  upon  the  trials  of  these  insurgents,  who 
were  guilty  of  the  destruction  of  property  and  numerous 
acts  of  violence,  as  well  as  murder,  that  they  were  generally 
members  of  a  secret  treasonable  association,  similar  in  all 
respects  to  the  K.  0.  C,  at  the  meetings  of  which  tliey 
were  incited  to  the  commission  of  the  crimes  for  which  Uiey 
were  tried  and  convicted. 

10.  Assassination  and  Murdf.r. — After  what  has  been  dis- 
closed in  regard  to  this  infamous  league  of  tiaifors  iiiiil  ruf- 
fians, it  will  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  learn  that  the 
cold-blooded  assassination  of  Uuioa  citizens  and  soldleia 
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has  been  included  in  their  devilish  scheme  of  operations, 
(jreeu  B.  Smith  states  iu  his  confession  fhat  "  the  secret  as- 
gassiiiatiou  of  United  States  officers,  soldiers,  and  Govern- 
ment employes  has  been  discussed  iu  the  councils  of  the 
Order  and  recommended."  It  is  also  shown  in  the  course 
of  the  testimony  that  at  a  Jarge  meeting  of  the  Order  in 
St.  Louis,  iu  May  or  June  last,  it  was  proposed  to  form  a 
secret  police  <if  members  for  tin*  purpose  of  patrolling  the 
streets  of  that  city  at  night  and  killing  every  detective  and 
soldier  that  could  be  readily  disposed  of;  that  this  propo- 
Eitiou  was  coolly  considered,  and  finally  rejected,  not  be- 
cause of  its  fiendish  character— ncj  voice  being  raised  against 
its  criminality — but  because  only  it  was  deemed  premature. 
At  Louisville,  in  June  last,  a  timilar  scheme  was  discussed 
among  the  Order  for  tho  waylaying  and  butchering  of  ne- 
gio  soldiers  ia  th**  streets  at  night;  and  in  the  same  month 
a  party  of  its  memliers  in  that  city  was  actually  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  off  the  track  of  the  Nashville 
railroad  a  train  of  colored  troops,  and  seizing  tlie  opportu- 
nity to  take  the  lives  of  as  many  as  possible.  Again,  iu 
July,  the  assassination  of  an  obuo.vious  provost  marshal,  by 
betraying  him  into  the  hands  of  guerillas,  was  designed  by 
members  iu  the  interior  of  Keutucky.  riirther,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Grand  Council  of  Indiana  at  Indiauapulis  on 
June  14  last,  the  murder  of  oue  Coflin,  a  Government  de- 
tective, who,  as  it  was  supposed,  had  betrayed  the  Order, 
was  deliberately  discussed  and  uuauimously  determined 
upon.  Tliis  fact  is  stated  by  Stidger  iu  his  report  to  General 
Carriugton  of  June  17  last,  and  is  more  fully  set  forth  iu  his 
testimony  upon  the  trial  of  Dodd.  lie  deposes  that  at  tlio 
meeting  iu  question,  Dodd  himself  volunteered  to  go  to 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  wliero  Collin  was  expected  to  be  found,  and 
there ''dispose  of  the  latter.''  He  adds  that  jirior  to  the 
meeting,  he  himself  conveyed  from  Judge  Eullit,  at  Louis- 
ville, to  Bowles  and  Dodd,  at  Indianapolis,  special  instruc- 
tions to  have  Coffin  "put  out  of  the  way  " — '•  murdered"' — 
"at  all  hazards." 

The  opinion  is  expressed  by  Colonel  Sanderson,  under 
date  of  June  12  last,  that  "  the  recent  numerous  cold- 
blooded assassinations  of  military  officers  and  unconditional 
Uidon  men  throughout  the  military  (Ustrict  of  North  Mis- 
souri, especially  along  the  western  border,"'  is  to  bo  ascribed 
to  the  agency  of  the  Order.  The  witness  Pitman  represents 
that  it  is  "  a  part  of  the  obligation  or  understanding  of  the 
Order  "  to  kill  officers  and  soldiers  '•  whenever  it  can  be  done 
by  steaUh,"  as  well  <as  loyal  citizens  when  considered  im- 
portant or  influential  peusons;  aud  she  adds,  that  wlule  at 
Memphis,  during  the  past  summer,  she  knew  tliat  men  on 
picket  were  secretly  killed  by  members  of  the  Order  ap- 
proaching them  in  disguise. 

In  this  connexion  may  be  i-ecalled  the  wholesale  assas- 
sination of  Union  soldiers  by  members  of  the  Order  and 
their  confederates  at  Charleston,  Illinois,  in  Slarch  last,  iu 
regard  tu  which,  as  a  startling  episode  of  the  rebellion,  a 
full  reijort  was  addressed  from  this  office  to  the  President, 
under  date  of  July  26  last.  This  concerted  murderous 
assault  upon  a  scattered  body  of  men,  mostly  unai'med — 
apparently  designed  for  the  mere  purpose  of  destroying  as 
many  lives  of  Union  soldiei-s  as  possible — is  a  forcible  illus- 
tration of  the  ut  ter  malignity  and  depravity  which  charac- 
terize the  members  of  this  Order  iu  their  zeal  to  commend 
tlf^mselves  as  allies  to  their  fellow-conspirators  at  the 
South. 

11.  Establishment  of  a  Northwestern  Confederacy. — In 
concluding  this  review  of  some  of  the  priucipal  specific  pur- 
poses of  the  Order,  it  remains  only  to  remark  upon  a  fur- 
ther design  of  many  of  its  leatUng  members,  the  accom- 
jdisliment  of  which  they  are  represented  as  having  deeply 
at  heart.  Hating  New  England,  aud  jealous  of  her  influ- 
ence and  resources,  and  clainuug  that  the  interests  of  the 
"West  and  South,  naturally  connected  as  they  are  through 
the  Mississippi  valley,  are  identical,  and  actuated  further 
Ijy  an  intensely  revolutionary  spirit  as  well  as  an  unbridled 
aud  unprincipled  ambition,  these  meu  have  made  the 
establishment  of  a  Western  or  Nortliwestern  Confederacy, 
in  alliauce  witli  the  South,  the  grand  aim  aud  end  of  all 
their  plotting  and  consijiring.  It  is  with  this  steadily  in 
pi'ospect  that  they  are  constantly  seeking  to  produce  dis- 
content, disorganization,  and  civil  disorder  at  the  North. 
"Vfith  tliis  iu  view,  they  gloat  over  every  reverse  Of  the 
armies  of  the  Union,  and  desire  that  the  rebellion  shall  be 
protracted  until  the  resources  of  the  Government  shall  be 
exhausted,  its  strength  fjaralyzed,  its  currency  hopelessly 
depreciated,  and  confidence  everywhere  destroyed.  Then, 
from  the  anarchy  which,  under  their  scheme,  is  to  ensue, 
the  new  Confederacy  is  to  arise,  which  is  either  to  unite 
itself  with  that  of  the  South,  or  to  form  therewith  a  close 
and  iK^rniaueut  alliance,  lutile  and  extravagant  as  this 
scheme  may  appear,  it  is  yet  the  settled  purpose  of  many 
leading  spirits  of  the  secret  conspiracy,  and  is  their  favorite 
subject  of  thought  and  discussion.  Not  only  is  this  scheme 
deliberated  upou  in  the  lodges  of  the  Order,  but  it  ia  openly 
proclaimed.  Members  of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  even, 
liikve  publicly  announced  it,  and  avowed  that  they  will  take 


their  own  State  out  of  the  Union,  and  recognize  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  South.  A  citizen  captured  by  a  guerilla 
band  in  Kentucky  last  summer,  records  the  fact  that  the 
establishment  of  a  new  confederacy  as  the  deliberate  pur- 
pose of  the  "U'estern  people  was  boastfully  asserted  by 
these  outlaws,  who  also  assured  their  prisoner  that  in  the 
event  of  such  establishment  there  would  he  "  a  greater  re- 
bellion than  ever !" 

Lastly,  it  is  claimed  that  the  new  confederacy  is  already 
organized ;  that  it  has  a  "  provisional  government,"  officers, 
departments,  bureaus,  &c.,  iu  secret  operation.  No  com- 
ment is  necessary  to  be  made  upon  this  treason,  not  now 
contemplated  for  the  first  time  in  our  history.  Suggested 
by  the  present  rebellion,  it  is  the  logical  consequence  of  the 
ardent  and  utter  sympathy  therewith  which  is  the  life  and 
inspiration  of  the  secret  Order. 

vm.   THE  WITNESSES   AND   THEIR   TESTIMONY. 

The  facts  detailed  iu  the  present  report  have  been  de- 
rived from  a  great  vai  iety  of  dissimilar  sources,  but  all  the 
witnesses,  however  different  their  situations,  concur  so 
pointedly  in  their  testimony,  that  the  evidence  which  haa 
thus  been  furnished  must  be  accepted  as  of  an  entirely  sat- 
isfactory character. 

The  principal  witnesses  may  be  classified  as  follows  : 

1.  Shrewd,  intelligent  men,  employed  as  detectives,  and 
with  a  peculiar  talent  for  their  calling,  who  have  gradually 
gained  the  confidence  of  leading  members  of  the  Order, 
and  in  some  cases  have  been  admitted  to  its  temjdes  and 
been  initiated  into  one  or  more  of  the  degrees.  The  most 
remarkable  of  these  is  Stidger,  formerly  a  private  soldier 
iu  onr  army,  who,  by  the  use  of  an  uncommon  address, 
though  at  great  personal  risk,  succeeded  in  establishing 
such  intimate  relations  with  Bowles,  BuUit,  Dodd,  and 
other  leaders  of  the  Order  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  as  to 
be  appointed  grand  secretary  for  the  latter  State,  a  position 
the  most  favorable  for  obtaining  information  of  the  plans 
of  these  traitors  and  warning  the  Government  of  their  in- 
tentions. It  is  to  the  rare  fidelity  of  this  man,  who  haa 
also  been  the  principal  witness  upon  the  trial  of  Dodd,  that 
the  Government  has  been  chiefly  indebted  for  the  exposure 
of  the  designs  of  the  conspirators  in  the  two  States  named. 

2.  Rebel  officers  and  soldiers  voluntarily  or  involuntarily 
making  disclosures  to  our  military  authorities.  The  most 
valuable  witnesses  of  this  class  are  prisoners  of  war,  who, 
actuated  by  laudable  motives,  have  of  their  own  accord 
furnished  a  largo  amount  of  information  in  regard  to  the 
Order,  especially  as  it  exists  in  the  South,  and  of  the  rela- 
tions of  its  members  with' those  of  the  Northern  section. 
Among  these,  also,  are  soldiers  at  our  prison  camps,  who, 
without  designing  it,  have  made  known  to  onr  officials,  by 
the  use  of  the  signs,  &c.,oi  the  Order,  that  they  were  mem- 
bers. 

3.  Scouts  employed  to  travel  through  the  interior  of  the 
border  States,  and  also  within  or  in  the  neighborhood  of 
tho  enemy's  lines.  The  fact  that  some  of  these  were  left 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  Order,  upon  being 
so  employed,  attaches  an  increased  value  to  their  discov- 
eries in  regard  to  its  operations. 

4.  Citizen  prisoners,  to  whom,  while  in  confinement,  dis- 
closures were  made  relative  to  the  existence,  extent,  and 
character  of  the  Order  by  fellow-prisoners  who  were  lead- 
ing members,  and  who  in  some  instances,  upon  becoming 
intimate  with  the  witness,  initiated  him  into  one  of  the 
degrees. 

5  Members  of  the  Order,  who,  upon  a  full  acquaintance 
with  its  principles,  have  been  appalled  by  its  infamous  de- 
signs, and  have  voluntarily  abandoned  it,  freely  making 
known  their  experience  to  our  militarji  authorities.  Ia 
this  class  may  be  placed  the  female  witness,  Mary  Ann  Pit- 
man, who,  though  in  arrest  at  the  period  of  her  disclos- 
ures, was  yet  induced  to  make  them  for  the  reason  that,  as 
she  says,  '"at  the  last  meetiug  which  I  attended  they  passed 
an  order  which  I  consider  as  utterly  atrocious  and  barbar- 
ous; so  I  told  them  I  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
them."  This  woman  was  attached  to  the  command  of  the 
rebel  Forrest,  as  an  officer  under  the  name  of  "  Lieutenant 
Rawley  ;"  but,  because  her  sex  afforded  her  unusuid  facili- 
ties for  crossing  our  lines,  she  was  often  employed  in  the 
execution  of  important  commissions  within  our  territory, 
and,  as  a  member  of  the  Order,  was  made  extensively  ac- 
quainted with  other  members,  both  of  the  Northern  and 
Southern  sections.  Her  testimony  is  thus  peculiarly  valu- 
able, and,  being  a  person  of  unusual  intelligence  and  force 
of  character,  her  statements  are  succinct,  pointed,  and  em- 
phatic. They  are  also  especially  useful  as  fully  corrob  )rat- 
ing  those  of  other  witnesses  regarded  as  most  trustworthy. 

6.  Officers  of  the  Order  of  high  rank,  who  have  been 
prompted  to  present  confessions,  more  or  less  detailed,  in 
regard  to  the  Order,  and  their  connexion  with  it.  The 
priucipals  of  these  are  Hunt,  Dunn,  and  Smith,  grand  com- 
mander, deputy  grand  commander,  and  grand  secretary  of 
the  Order  in  Missouri,  to  whose  statements  fnjquent  refer- 
ence has  been  made.    These  confessions,  though  in  some 
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degree  guarded  and  disinger  nous,  have  furnished  to  the  Gov- 
ernment much  important  information  as  to  the  operations 
of  the  Order,  especially  in  Missouri,  the  affiliation  of  its 
leaders  with  Price,  &c.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  Dunn  makes 
the  statement  in  common  with  other  witnesses  that,  in 
entering  the  Order,  he  was  quite  ignorant  of  its  ultimate 
purposes.  He  saj'S :  "  I  did  not  become  a  member  under- 
Btandingly ;  the  initiatory  step  was  taken  in  the  dark,  with- 
out reflection  and  without  knowledge." 

7.  Deserters  from  our  army,  who,  upon  being  appre- 
hended, confessed  that  they  hud  been  induced  and  assisted 
to  desert  by  meml)ers  of  the  Order.  It  was,  indeed,  princi- 
pal!}' from  these  confessions  that  the  existence  of  the 
secret  treasonable  organization  of  the  K.  Q.  C.  was  first 
discovered  in  Indiana,  in  the  year  1802. 

8.  Writers  of  anonymous  communications,  addressed  to 
heads  of  departments  or  provost  marshals,  disclosing  facts 
corroborative  of  other  mure  important  statements. 

9.  The  witnessesbeforethegraudjuryat  Indianapolis,  in 
1863,  when  the  Order  was  formally  presented  as  a  treason- 
able orL'anization,  and  those  whose  testimony  has  been  re- 
cently introduced  upon  the  trial  of  Dodd. 

It  need  only  be  added  that  a  most  satisfactory  test  of  the 
credibility  and  weight  of  much  of  the  evidence  which  has 
been  furnished  isaffurded  by  the  printed  testimony  in  re- 
gard to  the  character  ami  intention  of  the  Order,  which  is 
found  in  its  national  and  State  constitutions  and  its  ritual. 
Indeed,  the  statements  of  the  various  witnessBS  are  but 
presentations  of  the  logical  and  inevitable  consequences 
and  results  of  the  principles  therein  set  forth. 

In  concluding  this  review,  it  remains  only  to  state  that 
a  constant  reference  has  been  made  to  the  elaborate  official 
reports,  in  regird  to  the  Orde^r,  of  Brigadier  General  Car- 
rlngton,  commanding  Di-trirt  of  Indiana,  and  of  Colonel 
Sanderson,  Provost  Marshal  General  of  the  Department  of 
Missouri.  Tlio  great  mass  of  the  testimi>ny  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  this  conspiracy  has  been  furnished  by  these  ofB- 
cers;  the  latter  acting  under  the  orders  of  Major  General 
Rosecrans,  and  the  former  co-operating,  under  the  in- 
Btructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  Majir  General 
Burbridge,  commanding  District  of  Kentucky,  as  well  aa 
with  Governor  Morton,  of  Indiana,  who,  tliough  at  one 
time  greatly  embarrassed,  by  a  Legislature  strongly  tainted 
with  disloyalty,  in  his  elTorts  to  repress  this  domestic  en- 
emy, has  at  last  seen  his  State  relieved  from  the  danger  of 
a  civil  war. 

But,  although  the  treason  of  the  Order  has  been  thor- 
oughly exposed,  and  although  its  capacity  fir  fatal  mischief 
has,  V>y  means  of  the  arrest  of  its  leaders,  the  seizure  of  its 
arms,  and  the  other  vigorous  means  which  have  been  pur- 
sued, been  seriously  impaired,  it  is  still  busied  with  its 
plottitigs  against  the  Government,  and  with  its  perfidious 
designs  in  aid  of  the  Southern  rebellion.  It  is  reported  to 
liave  recently  adoiited  new  signs  and  pass-words,  and  its 
members  assert  thatfor.l  means  will  be  used  to  prevent  the 
success  of  the  Administration  at  the  coming  election,  and 
threaten  an  extended  revolt  in  the  event  of  the  re-election 
of  President  Lincoln. 

In  the  presence  of  the  rebellion  and  of  this  secret  Or- 
der— which  is  but  its  echo  and  faiDiful  ally — we  cannot  but 
bo  amazed  at  the  utter  and  wide-spread  profligacy,  persontil 
and  political,  which  these  movements  against  the  Govern- 
ment distlose.  The  guilty  m«n  engaged  in  them,  after 
casting  aisido  their  allegiance,  seem  to  have  trodden  under 
foot  every  sentiment  uf  honor  and  every  restraint  of  law, 
biiman  and  divine.  Judea  produced  but  one  Judas  Iscar- 
iot,  and  Rome,  from  the  sinks  of  her  demoralization,  pro- 
duced but  one  Cataline ;  and  yet,  as  events  prove,  there  has 
arisen  together  i*  our  land  an  entire  brood  of  such  trai- 
tors, all  animated  by  tlie  same  parricidal  spirit,  and  all 
struggling  witli  tlie  same  relentless  malignity  for  the  dis- 
mcmiierment  of  our  Union.  Of  this  extraordinary  phe- 
nomenon— not  paralleled,  it  is  believed,  in  the  world's  his- 
tory— tliere  can  be  but  one  explanation,  and  all  these 
blackened  and  fetid  streams  of  crime  may  well  be  traeed  to 
the  same  common  fountain.  So  fiercely  intolerant  and 
imperious  was  the  temper  engendered  by  Slavery,  that 
when  the  Southern  people,  after  having  controlled  the  na- 
tional councils  for  half  a  century,  were  beaten  at  an  elec- 
tion, their  leaders  turned  upon  the  Government  with  the 
insolent  fury  with  which  they  would  have  drawn  their  re- 
volvers on  a  rebellious  slave  in  one  of  their  negro  quar 
ters ;  and  they  have  continued  since  to  prosecute  their 
warlare,  amid  all  the  barbarisms  and  atrocities  uatnially 
and  necessarily  inspired  by  the  infernal  institution  in 
whose  interests  they  are  sacrificing  alike  themselves  and 
their  country.  Many  of  these  conspirators,  as  is  well 
known,  were  fed,  (dothed,  and  educated  at  the  expense  of 
the  nation,  and  were  loaded  with  its  honors,  at  the  very 
moment  they  struck  at  its  life  with  the  horrible  criminali- 
ty of  a  son  stabbing  the  bosom  of  his  own  mother  while 
impressing  kisses  on  his  cheeks.  The  leaders  of  the  trai- 
tors in  the  loyal  States,  who  so  completely  fraternize  with 
these  conspirators,  and  whose  machinations  are  now  un- 


masked, it  is  as  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Administration  to 
prosecute  and  puni-sh  as  it  is  its  duty  to  subjugate  the  reb- 
els who  are  openly  in  arms  against  the  Government.  In 
the  performance  of  this  duty,  it  is  entitled  to  expect,  and 
will  doubtless  receive,  the  zealous  co-operation  of  true  men 
everywhere,  who,  in  cru.shing  the  truculent  f^e  ambushed 
in  the  haunts  of  this  secret  Order,  should  rival  in  courage 
and  faithfulness  the  soldiers  who  are  so  nobly  sustaining 
our  flag  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  South. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  HOLT,  Judge  Advocate,  GetieraL 


Opinions  on  the  Legal  Tender  Act- 

Subjoined  is  a  statement  made  up  from  the 
Philadelphia  IiTorth  American,  of  a  case  recently 
decided  by  Judges  Grier  and  Cadwallader,  on 
the  legal  tender  act,  voted  upon  as  recorded  ou 
page.s  SST,  358  : 

The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company  vl. 
Charles  Morrison  «J  al.,  executors,  trustees.  Ax.  This  was  a 
bill  in  equity,  filed  by  the  complainants  to  compel  the  de- 
fendants to  accept  the  principal  sum  of  certain  ground  rents 
and  the  arrears  thereof  in  notes  issued  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  made  lawful  money  and  a  "  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  all  debts,"  in  payment  aniJextinguish- 
meut  of  fho  said  ground  rents  and  all  arrears  tliereof,  and 
that  it  be  decreed  that  cot emporaneously  with  said  payment 
they  shall  execnte  a  valid  and  suflicient  deed  of  extinguish- 
ment, lawfully  releasing,  discharging  and  extinguishing  the 
said  rents.  And  further,  that  in  the  meantime  the  defen- 
dants be  restrained  from  attempting  the  recovery  of  any 
alleged  arrears  of  rent  by  suit  at  law,  or  by  distress,  and 
from  entering  upon  the  premises  for  non-payment. 

The  bill  sets  out  the  conveyance  to  the  company  of  fonr 
certain  lots  of  ground  in  this  city,  in  fee,  suliject  to  the 
pajTuent  of  yearly  ground  rents  of  $10,800,  ^,200,  S4.200, 
and  $1,S00  respectively,  in  "  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States  of  America.''  That  by  certain  other  conveyances 
these  ground  rents  became  vested  in  .Tames  Motri^on,  of 
Berks  county,  England,  who  subsequently  died,  having  first 
made  his  last  will  and  test-ament,  and  thereby,  among  other 
things,  api'ointed  Charles  Morrison,  Alfred  Morrison,  John 
Dillon  anil  Mary  Ann  MoiTison  flis  executors.  The  last 
three  named  wc  re  .subsequently  appointed  tnistees  of  all 
the  ground  rents  swured  upon  lands  ia  Pennsylvania,  and 
have  entered  upon  tlieir  duties. 

The  couijilainants  aver  that  upon  the  2lst  of  December, 
1863,  they  off.'red  I'ayment  of  the  principal  of  Siiid  ground 
rents  (.f.:J00,O00)  and  all  arrearages  thereon,  and  tendered 
the  money  therefor  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States, 
viz :  in  notes  issued  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  declared  to  be  lawful  money  and  a  legal  tender  in  jiay- 
ment  of  all  debts,  (the  covenants  in  said  deeds  provide  for 
the  extinguishment  of  the  principal  on  the  p.ajTnent  of 
lawful  money  in  the  United  States,)  to  John  Welsh  and 
orhers,  attorneys  in  fact  for  and  substitutes  in  the  place 
of  William  Smith,  attorney  in  fact  for  the  defendants,  who 
denied  for  himself  and  others  any  authority  to  receive  the 
same.  That  the  defendants  are  aliens,  and  non-residents  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  residing  in  England ;  and  com- 
plainants are  informed,  and  believe,  that  they  deny  their 
right  to  pay  olT  and  extinguish  the  s,aid  rents  with  tho  mo- 
ney aforesaid,  and  deny  that  they  are  bound  to  receive  the 
same  and  execute  the  uecessjiry  deeds  for  the  purpose  of 
extinguishing  the  same,  and  are  about  to  bring  suit  for  tho 
same,  or  to  make  distress  upon  the  property  on  the  premises 
for  the  collection  of  the  rents  as  they  become  due  and  pay- 
able; which  threatened  proceeihngs  the  complainants,  be- 
ing ready  and  willing  to  pay,  and  having  tendered  payment 
as  aforesaid,  aver  to  be  inequitable,  and  in  respect  thereto 
they  need  the  interference  of  the  Court.  To  that  end  this 
bill  has  been  filed,  praying  as  we  have  above  set  forth. 

The  case  is  one  of  great  imiiortance,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  large  amount  at  stake,  but  also  by  reason  of  the  great 
questions  of  constitutional  law  which  are  involved  in  it.  It 
is  the  first  time,  too,  we  believe,  that  the  question  of  the 
constitutionality  of  the  act  of  Congress  making  these  notes 
lawful  money  and  a  legal  tender  has  been  presented  in  a 
United  States  Court ;  and  the  great  abili'y  of  the  legal  gen- 
tlemen conaucting  it  will  ensure  a  full  and  able  ilisciission 
of  it.  Messrs.  Charles  Gibbons  and  St.  Geo.  T.  Campbell  ap- 
pear for  complainants,  ami  Geo.  M.  Wharton  and  Geo.  W. 
Biddle  for  the  defendivnts. 

Nov.  10 — Judge  Grier  delivered  this  opinion: 

Coined  money,  in  modern  tinics,  forms  but  a  very  small 
portion  of  the  current  money  used  in  commercial  tran.sac- 
tions.  Paper  money,  representing  credit,  has  long  beea 
used  as  current  and  lawful  money.  But  no  one  could  bo 
compelled  to  accept  the  ijromiso  of  a  bunk  to  pay  money. 
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instead  of  the  coin  itself.    The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 

XJiiited  States,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ernment,  were  current  money  and  lawful  money,  because 
issued  by  such  authority,  but  wei'e  never  made  a  legal 
tender  for  the  payment  of  debts. 

A  contract  made  in  the  United  States  for  the  payment  of 
a  certain  number  of  dollars  would  be  construed  as  meaning, 
not  Prusiian  dollars  or  Spanish  milled  dollars,  but  lawful 
coin  of  the  United  States.  The  addition  of  the  description 
"lawful  money  of  the  United  States"  is  entirely  superflu- 
ous, and  does  not  change  the  nature  of  the  obligatiuu. 

The  statutes  of  Congress  always  take  a  distinction  be- 
tween lawful  or  current  money  and  that  which  shall  be  a 
tender  for  payment  of  debts.  Hence,  we  find  when  such 
is  the  intention,  the  language  is,  "and  shall  be  a  legal 
tender,"  &c. 

Some  coins  of  the  Government  are  a  legal  tender  below 
a  certain  amount,  but  not  beyond.  Thus,  by  act  of  9th  of 
Fe'iruary,  1793,  after  the  expiration  of  three  j'ears  all 
foreign  coins  except  Spanish  milled  dollars  shall  cease  to  be 
a  legal  tender. 

By  act  of  AprU,  1806,  "  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  shall 
pass  current  as  money,  within  the  United  States,"  and  bo  a 
legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  all  debts,  &c.,  at  the  several 
respective  rates  following,  &c. 

Again,  by  act  of  2Sth  of  June,  18Si,  "  the  following  gold 
coins  shall  pass  as  current  money,  and  be  receivable  in  all 
payments  by  weight  at  the  following  rates,'  &c. 

Uenee  we  find  that  in  all  c;ises  where  other  money  than 
the  coinage  of  the  United  States  ordered  to  be  received  as 
current  or  lawful  money,  the  statute  carefully  provides  the 
rate  and  conditions  under  which  they  are  made  a  legal 
tender  for  payment  of  debts.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that 
Congress  has  always  observed  the  chstiuction  between  cur- 
rent^ and  lawful  money,  which  may  oo  received  in  payment 
of  debts,  if  the  creditor  sees  fit  to  accept  it,  and  that  which 
he  may  be  compelled  to  accept  as  a  legal  tender. 

It  is  clear,  also,  that  if  Congress  make  any  other  thing 
than  their  own  coin  a  legal  tender,  it  may  be  used  as  such, 
Tiius,  in  the  act  authorizing  the  National  Banks,  their 
D'tes  are  made  a  legal  tender  for  certain  debts  due  to  the 
Government,  for  taxes,  Ac,  but  not  for  debts  due  from  one 
citizen  to  auotber. 

Tlie  treasury  notes  are  made  lawful  or  current  money, 
"and  a  legal  tender  for  debts,"  &c.,  as  between  individuals. 
As  this  is  ihe  first  act  in  which  tliis  high  prerogative  of  sov- 
ereignty has  been  exercised,  it  should  be  consti-ued  strict- 
ly. It  is  doubtful  in  policy  and  dangerous  as  a  prece- 
de ut. 

The  only  question  then  is  whether  this  case  comes  \vithin 
the  letter  of  the  statute. 

Is  the  money  which  mat/  be  paid  to  extinguish  a  ground 
rent  within  the  category  of  the  act? 

Is  it  a  debt?  The  owner  of  the  land  is  not  bound  to  pay 
It,  The  o'mier  of  the  rent  cannot  compel  him  to  pay  it. 
There  is  no  obligation  as  between  the  parties.  It  cannot 
be  converted  into  an  obligation  by  the  election  of  one  of 
the  parties  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  A  man  may 
execute  his  bond  to  me  voluntarily,  but  unless  I  accept  it 
he  does  not  become  my  debtor. 

These  ground  rents,  in  the  nature  of  a  rent  service,  are 
Bomewhat  peculiar  to  Pennsylvania,  and  little  known  in 
other  States.  But  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  has  very 
clearly  settled  and  determined  their  nature.  The  cases  are 
too  well  known  to  the  legal  profession  to  need  quotation, 
'•A  rent  service  (say  the  court  in  Bosler  r».  Kuhn,  8  Watts 
&  Sai'geant,  180)  is  not  a  debt,  and  a  covenant  to  pay  it  is 
not  a  covenant  to  pay  a  debt.  The  annual  payments  spring 
into  existence  and  for  the  first  time  become  debts  when 
they  are  demandable." 

I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  tender  offered  by 
the  bill  in  this  case  is  not  authorized  by  the  statute,  and 
that  the  respondents  cannot  be  compelled  to  extinguish 
their  estate  in  the  land  by  such  a  tender  as  that  now  made. 
The  biU  must,  therefore,  be  dismissed. 

The  reporter  of  the  North  American  adds  : 

Questions  of  a  similar  character  have  been  discussed  and 
variously  decided  in  our  State  Co.^rts. 

In  the  case  of  Patterson  vs.  Blight,  in  the  Common  Pleas 
of  this  city,  a  bill  similar  to  the  above,  to  compel  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  ground  rents  payable  in  "lawful  silver 
money  of  the  United  States,"  of  a  "peculiar  fineness  and 
weight,"  was  dismissed  by  Judge  Allison,  who  held  that  a 
ground  rent  was  not  a  debt  within  the  meaning  of  the  act 
of  Congress. 

The  case  of  Kroner  w.  Colhoun, before  the  same  court, 
was  precisely  similar  to  the  Reading  Railroad  Company  vs. 
Morrison,  and  the  bill  was  also  dismissed.  The  point  was 
there  discussed  as  to  how  far  Congress  had  made  their 
notes  lawful  money  in  all  cases,  and  it  was  held  that  they 
were  only  made  Kwful  money  in  payment  of  debts,  and 
that  therefore  the  couUition  precedent  to  ihe  exiingoish- 


tnent  by  the  payment  in  lawful  money  had  not  been  per- 
formed by  payment  in  these  notes. 

The  case  of  t-ailor  w,  Martin,  in  the  District  Court,  was 
an  action  to  recover  damages  for  the  non-payment  of  cer- 
tain ground  rent  arrears,  payable  in  silver  dollars,  each 
dollar  weighing  si  venteen  penny  weights  and  sis  grains, 
at  (he  rate  of  the  premium  upon  silver,  and  it  was  held 
that  payment  of  such  arrears  in  legal  tender  notes  was 
sufficient. 

In  the  case  of  Sbollenberger  vs.  Brinton ,  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  at  Nisi  Prius,  similar  to  Patterson  I's.  Blight, 
it  was  held  by  Judge  Agncw  that  upon  the  tender  by  the 
ground  tenant  of  the  principal  money  of  the  ground  rent, 
his  election  fixed  it  as  a  debt,  and  the  prayer  of  the  bill  was 
granted. 

It  may  be  remarked  here  that  Judge  Grier,  though  the  . 
cases  are  not  alike  so  far  as  the  covenants  in  the  ground 
rent  deeds  are  concerned,  arrives  at  the  same  conclusions, 
and  in  almost  the  same  language  as  Judge  Allison  did  in  de- 
ciding the  case  of  Patterson  vs.  Blight,  the  first  that  had 
then  arisen  under  the  act  of  Congress. 


Relating  to  Peace. 

MR.    BENJAMIN    TO    MB.    MASON. 

On  page  307  is  found  the  closing  statement 
made  by  Jefferson  Davi9  to  Col.  Jacques  and 
J.  R.  Gila3ore,  on  the  occasion  of  their  visit  to 
Richmond  in  August  last. 

August  25 — Mr.  Benjamin  issued  a  circular 
from  the  State  Department  to  James  M.  Mason, 
"  Commissioner  of  the  Continent,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 
Paris,"  giving  the  substance  of  the  interview 
referred  to,  as  understood  by  him.  The  impor- 
tant part  is  contained  in  the  following  summary 
of  Mr.  Davis's  views  : 

The  President  came  to  my  office  at  9  o'clock  in  the  eve- 
ning, and  Colonel  Ould  came  a  few  moments  later,  with 
Messrs.  Jacques  and  Gilmore.  The  President  said  to  them 
that  he  had  heard,  from  me,  that  they  came  as  messengers 
of  peace  from  Mr.  Lincoln ;  that  as  such  they  were  wel- 
come; that  the  Confederacy  had  never  concealed  its  desire 
for  peace,  aiirl  that  he  was  ready  to  hear  whatever  they  had 
to  otfer  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Gilmure  then  addressed  the  President,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  had  conveyed  tiio  information  that  these  two  gen- 
tlemen had  come  to  Richmond  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  this  Government  would  accept  a  peace  on  a  basis  of 
a  reconstruction  of  the  Union,  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and 
the  grant  of  an  amnesty  to  the  people  of  the  States  as 
repentant  criminals.  In  order  to  accomplish  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  it  Wiis  proposed  that  there  should  be  a  general 
vote  of  all  the  people  of  both  federations,  in  mass,  and  the 
majority  of  the  vote  thus  taken  was  to  determine  that  aa 
well  as  all  other  disputed  questions.  These  were  stated  to 
be  Jlr.  Lincoln's  views.  The  President  answered,  thtit  aa 
these  proposals  had  been  prefaced  by  the  remark  that  the 
peo[ile  of  the  North  were  a  majority,  and  that  a  majority 
ought  to  govern,  the  otter  was,  in  effect,  a  proposal  that 
the  Confederate  States  should  surrender  at  discretion, 
admit  that  they  had  been  wrong  from  the  beginning  of  the 
contest,  submit  to  the  mercy  of  their  enemies,  and  avow 
themselves  to  be  in  need  of  pardon  for  their  crimes ;  that 
extermination  was  preferable  to  dishonor. 

Ho  stated  that  if  they  were  themselves  so  unacquainted 
with  the  form  of  their  own  Government  as  to  make  svich 
propositions,  Mr.  Lincoln  ought  to  have  known,  when 
giving  them  his  views,  that  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the 
Confederate  Government  to  act  on  the  subject  of  the  do- 
mestic institutions  of  the  several  States,  each  State  having 
exclusive  jurisdiction  on  that  point,  still  less  to  commit  the 
decision  of  such  a  question  to  the  vote  of  a  foreign  people; 
that  the  separation  of  the  States  was  an  accomplished  fact; 
that  he  had  no  authority  to  receive  proposals  for  negotia- 
tion except  by  virtue  of  his  ofBce  as  President  of  an  inde- 
pendent Confederacy;  and  on  this  basis  alone  must  pro- 
posals be  made  to  him. 

Nov.  7 — President  Davis  thus  closes  his  An- 
nual Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  second  ses- 
sion of  the  Second  Rebel  Congress: 

The  disposition  of  this  Government  for  a  peaceful  solution 
of  the  issues  which  the  enemy  has  referred  to  the  arbitra- 
ment of  arms  has  been  too  often  manifested  and  is  too  well 
known  to  need  new  assurances.  But  while  it  is  true  that 
indivi<lual3  and  parties  in  the  United  States  have  indicated 
a  desire  to  ^uilstitute  reason  for  force,  and  by  negotiation 
to  stop  the  further  sacrifice  of  human  life,  and  to  arrest  the 
calamities  which  now  afilict  both  countries,  the  authorities 
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■who  control  the  GoTemment  of  onr  enemies  have  too  often 
and  too  clearly  expressed  their  resolution  to  make  no  peace, 
except  oil  terms  of  our  unconditional  submission  and  degra- 
dation, to  leave  us  any  hope  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
until  the  delusion  of  their  ability  to  conquer  us  is  dispelled. 
Among  those  wlio  are  already  disposed  for  peace,  many  are 
actuated  by  principle  and  by  disapproval  and  abhorrence 
of  the  iniquitous  warfare  that  their  (government  is  waging, 
while  others  are  moved  by  the  conviction  that  it  is  no  longer 
to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  continue  a  struggle 
in  which  success  is  imattainable. 

Whenever  this  fast-growing  conviction  shall  have  taken 
firm  root  in  the  minds  of  a  majority  of  the  Northern  people, 
there  will  be  produced  that  willingness  to  negotiate  for 
peace  which  is  now  confined  to  our  side.  Peace  is  mani- 
.  testly  impossible  unless  desired  by  both  parties  to  this  war, 
and  the  disposition  for  it  among  our  enemies  will  be  best 
and  most  certainly  evoked  by  the  demonstration  on  our 
part  of  ability  and  unshaken  determination  to  defend  our 
rights,  and  to  hold  no  earthly  price  too  dear  for  their  pur- 
chase. Whenever  there  shall  be  on  the  part  of  our  enemies 
a  desire  lor  peace,  there  will  be  no  dilficulty  in  finding 
means  by  which  negotiation  can  be  opened;  but  it  is  ob- 
vious that  no  agency  can  be  called  into  action  until  this 
desire  shall  be  mutual.  When  that  contingency  shall  hap- 
pen, the  Government,  to  which  is  confided  the  treaty- 
making  power,  can  be  at  no  loss  for  means  adapted  to  ac- 
complish so  desirable  an  end. 

In  the  hope  that  the  day  will  soon  be  reached  when, 
under  Divine  favor,  these  States  may  bo  allowed  to  enter 
on  their  former  peaceful  pursuits,  and  to  develop  the 
abundant  natural  resources  with  which  they  are  blessed, 
let  us  then  resolutely  continue  to  devote  our  united  and 
unimpaired  energies  to  the  defence  of  our  homes,  our  lives, 
and  our  liberties.  This  is  the  true  path  to  peace.  Let  us 
tread  it  with  confidence  in  the  assured  result. 

RESOLUTIONS    OP    THE   LEQI8LATOKE  OF  ALABAMA. 

The  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  14th  October, 
1864,  publishes  the  annexed  resolutions  : 

Whereas  this  General  Assembly  did,  on  the  20th  August, 
1863,  adopt  the  two  resolutions  tbllowing,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
Vie  Slate  of  Alabama,  in  General  Assembli/  convened.  That 
the  war  now  being  waged  against  the  people  and  property 
of  the  Confederate  States,  by  the  United  States,  is  unpro- 
voked and  unjust,  and  is  being  conducted  by  our  enemies 
in  utter  disregard  of  the  principles  which  should  control 
and  regulate  civilized  warfare;  that  our  oft-repeated  pur- 
pose never  to  submit  to  Abolition  rule  remains  unshaken; 
that  our  late  reverses  are  not  attributable  to  any  want  of 
courage  or  heroic  self-sacrifice  on  the  part  of  our  brave 
armies,  and  should  not  discourage  our  people  or  produce 
doubts  as  to  the  final  success;  and  that  we  hereby  pledge  to 
the  cause  of  independence  and  perpetual  scp;iration  from  the 
United  States  all  the  resources  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That,  in  order  to  insure  a  speedy 
triumph  of  our  cause  and  the  firm  establishment  of  our  in- 
depandence,  it  is  the  paramount  duty  of  every  citizen  in  the 
Confederate  States  to  sustain,  iuvigu rate,  and  render  effective 
our  gallant  armies  to  the  full  extent  of  his  ability,  by  en- 
couraging enlistments,  by  furnishing  subsistence  to  the 
families  of  soldiers  at  prices  corresponding  with  the  means 
of  such  families,  and  by  upholding  the  credit  and  currency 
of  the  Confederate  Government;  and  tliat  to  dishearten  tlie 
people  and  the  soldiers  at  a  period  like  this,  to  enfeeble  the 
springs  of  action  and  destroy  the  elasticity  requisite  to  rise 
superior  to  the  pressure  of  adverse  circumstances,  is  to  sfn'l.e 
Vie  most  insidious,  and  yet  tlie  mast  fatal  blow  at  th-c  very  life 
nfti^e  Confederacy. 

And  whereas  this  General  Assembly  still  entertains  the 
opinions  and  cherishes  the  spirit  herein  expressed ;  there- 
fore. 

It  is  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  tlie  State  of  Alabama,  in  General  Assembly  convened, 
1,  That  the  resolutions  above  copied  bo  and  the  same  are 
hereby  re-asserted  and  re-adopted  as  expressive  of  the  feel- 
ings, sentiments,  \Yishcs,  and  determination  of  this  General 
Assembly  at  the  present  time  and  in  the  present  exigency. 
.  2.  That  in  the  military  events  of  last  year  no  cause  for 
despondency  is  found,  and  that  neither  patriotism  nor  wis- 
dom can  tolerate  any  termination  of  the  present  war  without 
the  maintenance  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

VOTE    IN     THE     EEBEL     HOUSE     OF     EEPRESENTA- 
TIVES. 

18G4,  Nov.  21— Mr.  Russell,  of  Virginia,  of- 
ered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  deem  it  proper,  in  ■\iew  of 
recent  events,  to  repeat  the  views  expressed  in  the  resolu- 


tion adopted  by  the  last  Congress,  declaring  the  sense  of 
Congress  in  reference  to  reunitmg  with  the  United  States  ; 
that  it  is  the  unalterable  determination  of  the  Confederate 
States,  who  are  sulToring  all  the  horrors  and  cruelties  of  a 
protracted  war,  that  they  will  never,  on  any  terms,  politi- 
cally affiliate  with  a  people  who  are  engaged  in  the  inva- 
sion of  their  soil  and  the  butchery  of  their  citizens. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Missouri,  desired  to  submit  a  substitute  for 
the  resolution,  embodying  the  same  views,  but  in  a  mora 
extended  form. 

Mr.  Russell  declined  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  ques- 
tion, but  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and 
resulted  as  follows : 

Yeas^ — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Barksdale,  Batson.  Bell,  Bland- 
ford,  Boyce,  Bradley,  Branch,  Bridgers,  E.  M.  Bruce,  H.  W. 
Bruce,  Burnett.  Chambers,  Chilton,  Chrisman,  Clark,  Clop- 
ton,  Cluskey,  Colyar,  Conrow,  Cruikshank,  Darden,  De  Jar- 
nette,  Dickinson,  Dupre,  Elliott,  Farrow,  Foote.  Fuller, 
Gaither,  Garland,  Gohlson,Goodo,U:inly,Hartridge,  Hatch- 
er, llerljert,  Hilton,  Holder,  Halladay,  Johnston,  Keeble, 
Kenner,  Lumpkin,  Loach,  J.  M.,  Leach,  J.  T.,  Lester,  Logan, 
Lyon,  Machcu,  McMullen,  Menees,  Miles,  Miller,  Montague, 
Moore,  Mm-ray,  Norton,  Orr,  Perkins,  Ramsay,  Read,  Rives, 
Rogers,  Russell,  Sexton,  Simpson,  Smith,  J.  M.,  Smith,  W. 
E.,  Smith  of  Ala.,  Smith  of  N.  C,  Snead,  Staples,  Swan, 
Triplett,  Turner,  Vest.  Tillers,  Welsh,  Wickham,  Wilkes, 
Witherspoon,  Mr.  Speaker — 83. 

Nays — None. 

THE    PEACE    ADDEEPS    FROM    GEEAT    BRITAIN. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  Novemher  26, 1864. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  die,  <£c.: 

Hon.  Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  deputed 
to  convey  to  this  country  an  address  from  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  The  address  was  presented  to  Governor 
Seymour  for  lum  to  present  through  the  proper  channel. 
I  was  requested  by  him  to  convey  it  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  the  authorized  channel  of  communicar 
tion  between  the  people  of  other  nations  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

May  I,  therefore,  ask  the  honor  of  an  opportunity  for  so 
doing? 

I  am,  Hon.  sir,  yours,  most  obediently, 

JOSEPH  PARKER. 


Department  op  State, 
Washington,  November  26,  1864. 

To  Joseph  Parker,  E^q.,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

PiR :  Your  letter  of  this  date,  stating  that  yon  are  the 
bearer  of  an  address  from  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and 
iTeland  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  has  been  re- 
ceived. Before  answering  the  question  which  your  letter 
contains,  it  is  desirable  to  be  further  informed  whether  yoa 
have  authority  from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  fir  the  purpose  referred  to,  and  whether  your  mis- 
sion has  been  made  known  to  the  diplomatic  agent  of  that 
Government  accredited  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


METROPOLrrAN  Hotel. 
Washington,  D.  C.,  November  25,  1864. 

Hon.  W.  n.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  c£c.,  dc: 

Hon  Sir:  In  reply  to  yonr  letter  of  ti>day,  permit  me 
to  state  that  the  address  which  I  have  had  tlie  honor  of 
being  deputed  by  the  prrties  signing  it  to  bring  to  thia 
country,  and  containing  the  signatures  of  some  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  of  my  countrymen — from  the  i)eer 
to  the  artisan — Uiwt  from  the  Government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain nor  from  any  political  party.  It  is  simply  an  expres- 
sion of  the  earnest  desire  of  the  masses  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  to  see  peace  again  restored  to  this  continent. 
Waiting  your  favor,  I  am,  Hon.  sir. 

Yours,  most  obediently. 

JOSEPH  PARECEE. 

Department  or  State, 
Washington,  November  26, 1864. 

To  Joseph  Parker,  Esq. ,  Metropolitan  Hotel: 

Sir  :  The  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot  receive 
the  address  which  was  mentioned  in  your   notes  of  thia 
morning.    Your  request   for  au  interview  with  the  Presi* 
dent  to  present  the  address  is  therefore  declined. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 
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"peace"  in  the  eebel  congress. 

1864,  November  26— Mr.  J.  T.  Leach,  of 
North  Caroliaa,  ofiered  the  following  resolu- 
tioas  : 

Whereas  the  unfriendly,  unjustifiable,  and  unpatriotic 
interference  of  citizens  of  the  non-slavoholding  States  in 
their  popular  assemblies,  from  the  pulpit,  and  by  legislative 
enactments,  with  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States,  provided 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the 
laws  of  Congress,  has  been  the  prolific  cause  of  a  cruel, 
bloody,  and  relentless  war,  that  has  no  parallel  in  point  of 
atrocity,  in  the  annals  of  the  world,  between  a  people  pro- 
fessing the  Christian  religion  : 

And  whereas  the  citizens  of  the  slave  States,  at  an 
unguarded  moment,  under  the  influence  of  unwise  counsel, 
without  mature  doliberation  as  to  the  fearful  consequence, 
made  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States  the  occasion  for  precipitating  thoConied- 
erate  States  out  of  the  Union,  which  has  been  followed  by  a 
train  of  fearful  consequences  not  contemplated  by  those 
who  ad\  ocated  the  measure : 

And  whereas,  we,  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
Confederate  States,  desiring  to  place  ourselves  liiirly  beforo 
our  constituents,  our  enemies,  and  the  civil  world,  declare 
that  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  proper  measures  should  be 
adopted  by  the  respective  Governments  to  secure  an  honor- 
able, just,  and  permanent  peace,  not  incompatiblo  with  the 
principles  as  laid  down  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  nor  with  the  inalienable  rights  of  freemen; 

Resolved,  That  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States  should 
be  guarded  with  watchful  and  jealous  vigilance,  and  that 
any  attempt  to  infringe  upon  those  rights  should  be  resisted 
by  all  lawful  and  proper  means. 

Resolveil,  That  whenever  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  shall  signify  its  willingness  to  recognize  the  reserved 
rights  vi  the  States,  and  guarantee  to  the  citizens  of  the 
States  their  rights  of  property,  as  provided  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  of  Congress,  to 
the  end  that  peace  may  be  restored,  and  our  future  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  perpetuated,  we  will  agree  to  treat  lor 
peace  ;  and  that  such  terms  of  peace  as  may  bo  agreed  to 
by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  respective  Governments, 
or  by  the  States  acting  in  their  sovereign  and  independent 
character,  and  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  people, 
shall  constitute  the  bond  of  peace  between  the  North  and 
the  South. 

Mr.  Leach  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  resolutions  that  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  and  that  I  propose  to  read,  by  the  permission 
of  the  Chair,  are  not  intended  as  an  apple  of  discord  in  our 
midst.  I  trust,  sir,  that  they  may  not  produce  discord  in 
our  midst.  All  I  ask  is,  that  they  may  have  a  calm,  careful, 
unprejudiced  hearing. 

I  do  not  offer  them  unadvisedly.  I  have  consulted  my 
friends  as  to  the  propriety  of  introducing  them,  as  well 
as  the  proper  time  and  circumstances.  There  is  a  different 
opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  time  and  circumstances. 

I  do  nut  offer  them  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the 
arm  of  the  enemy.  That  has  been  effectually  done  by  the 
President  in  his  speech  at  Macon,  Ga.,  and  more  effectually 
strengthened  by  the  Governors  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  the  President  when  they  recommended  the  use  of 
negroes  as  soldiers  in  the  Confederate  army.  I  do  not  offer 
them  for  the  purpose  of  discouraging  our  heroic  soldiers, 
who  have  braved  the  leaden  hail  of  death  upon  the  bloody 
battle-field.  I  believe  it  will  aroufe  them  to  know  that 
they  are  fighting  for  something  more  dear  to  them  than  the 
negro. 

I  offer  them  because  I  believe  there  is  something  practical 
in  them.  I  offer  them  because  I  am  satisfied  that  my 
constituents,  both  citizens  and  soldiers,  desire  an  honorable 
peace.  I  ofler  them  because  I  tm.  satisfied  that  the  prayers 
of  Christians,  statesmen,  and  patriots  have  been  poured  out 
for  peace,  and  that  the  great  heart  of  the  nation  is  pulsar 
ting  for  peace.  I  offer  them  because  I  know  that  war  is  a 
relentless,  cruel,  blind  monster,  killing  where  he  cannot 
make  alive,  and  reaping  where  he  has  not  sown. 

[Mr.  Leach  desires  to  bo  tmderstood  as  not  including  the 
"  Border  States  "  in  his  re.'^olutions,  the  ordinances  of  seces- 
sion having  been  adopted  in  the  •'  Cotton  States  "  long  be- 
fore the  "  Border  StJites  "  went  out.  The  latter  acted  under 
the  pressure  of  circumstances  over  which  they  had  no 
control.] 

Mr.  Montague  ("Va.)said  that  he  had  not  designed  saying 
anything  when  he  entered  the  hall  to-day,  but  he  was  un- 
willing to  let  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  pass  without  a  protest.  lie  reviewed  them  elo- 
quently and  earnestly,  and  moved  that  they  be  rejected. 

Numerous  gentlemen  called  the  question. 

Mr.  Leach  asked  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  House  seemed  to  rise  simultaneously  to  sustain  the 
cull. 


The  roll  being  called,  all  the  members  voted  in  the  aflarm- 
ative,  except  Messrs.  i'uUer,  J.  M.  Laach,  J.  T.  Leach,  Lo- 
gin, Ramsay,  and  Turner,  all  of  North  Carolina. 

Messrs.  Fuller,  Ramsay,  and  J.  M.  Leach,  after  the  vote 
was  announced,  asked  leave  to  change  their  votes,  as  they 
had  voted  in  the  negative  under  the  apprehension  that  it 
would  be  regarded  as  a  discoiu'tesy  to  an  honorable  col- 
league. 

Their  votes  were,  with  the  consent  ofthe  House,  recorded 
in  the  atErmative. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Leach  stated  that  he  knew  there  was  no  mem- 
ber on  the  floor  from  North  Carolina  who  desired  peace  upon 
any  other  terms  than  eternal  separation  from  the  North. 
[Applause  in  the  galleries  which  was  checked  by  the 
chair.] 

A  SECOND  LETTER  FROM  HON.  W.   TV.  BOTCE. 

WiXNSEORo',  S.  C,  October  20. 

Pear  Sra :  In  reply  to  your  note,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that 

I  think  the  course  I  recommend  the  best  possible  course  to 

attain  the  great  object  we  are  aiming  at,  the  establishment 

of  our  independence.    It  proceeds  upon  two  leading  ideas : 

1.  To  reconcile  the  North,  or  such  portion  as  may  be 
rational,  to  our  independence,  by  harmonizing  as  much  as 
possible  our  independence  with  their  material  interest. 

2.  To  avail  ourselves  of  the  division  of  sentiment  at  the 
North. 

It  was  to  give  potency  to  these  two  ideas  at  the  South 
that  I  insisted  so  strenuously  in  my  letter  to  the  President 
on  the  danger  to  our  republican  institutions  fi'oin  the  in- 
definite continuance  of  the  war. 

Let  mo  call  attention  to  this  striking  fact,  that,  of  all  the 
world,  the  only  political  organization  which  proposes  to 
intervene  between  us  and  the  war  party  North,  is  the 
party  which  adopted  the  Chicago  platform.  Now,  should 
we  pursue  a  policy  to  build  up  that  party  or  not  ?  I  think 
most  decidedly  we  should. 

Let  me  call  your  attention  to  another  fact.  In  the  event 
of  the  assembling  of  a  Congress  of  the  States,  it  is  mani- 
fest that,  in  that  Congress,  from  the  Northern  States,  would 
bo  represented  two  adverse  systems  of  ideas — one  having 
the  animus  of  the  Chicago  platform,  the  other  of  the  Lin- 
coln programme. 

The  first  of  these  would  be  in  the  ascendancy  because 
the  very  convening  of  the  Congress  necessaiily  implies  the 
defeat  of  Lincoln  and  his  system,  as  it  is  well  understood 
that  Lincoln  and  the  partj'  he  represents  are  utterly  op- 
posed to  the  assembling  of  this  Coniress. 

Under  this  state  of  facts,  an  abrupt  division  of  sentiment 
would  bo  found  in  the  Congress  between  the  opponents  and 
the  supporters  of  Lincoln.  From  this  there  might  result 
events  of  the  vastest  advantage  to  us,  if  our  councils  were 
guided  by  a  masterly  wisdom. 

If,  under  that  conjecture,  we  could  dig  up  the  head  of 
Richelieu  or  Louis  XI,  or  even  the  head  of  Elizabeth,  the 
great  Queen  of  England,  and  put  it,  full  of  its  original 
brains,  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  man  who  would  have  the 
direction  of  our  diplomacy  in  that  Congress,  tho  chances 
would  be  a  thousand  to  one  that  our  country  would  emerge 
from  the  clouds  which  now  enshroud  it,  " redeemed,  re- 
generated, disenthralled."  War  is  but  a  blind  giant,  strik- 
ing at  random,  unless  the  genius  of  diplomacy  directs  the 
blows.  Ideas  are  the  true  divinities  of  this  sublunary 
world.    Let  us  consult  these  our  oracles. 

As  regards  the  instructions  to  our  delegates,  I  have  no 
objection  to  their  being  of  the  character  you  indicate. 

My  great  imrpose  is  to  break  down  the  wall  of  fire  which 
separates  us  from  the  influences  of  peace  North.  I  have 
great  faith  that  if  Lincoln  and  his  policy  were  once  repu- 
diated, and  negotiations  for  peace  entered  upon,  that  every 
moment  we  would  approach  nearer  and  nearer  to  an  aus- 
picious result.    With  great  respect,  Ac, 

WILLIAM  W.  BOYCE. 

Mr.  James  6.  HoLsrES. 

SECOND  LETTER  FROM  ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  the 
Confederate  Vice  President,  has  published  the 
following  letter  in  further  explanation  of  his 
views  on  the  peace  question.  It  originally  ap- 
peared in  the  Augusta  Constitutionalist  of  the 
16th  November,  1864,  prefaced  by  a  note  from 
Mr.  Stephens,  by  which  it  appears  that  this  let- 
ter was  not  intended  for  the  public  eye,  but 
that  its  publication  has  been  induced  by  the 
strictures  of  the  public  press  upon  a  prior  let- 
ter of  Mr.  S.  on  the  same  subject.  iSome  por- 
tions of  the  letter,  as  is  indicated  by  asterisks, 
are  omitted.     (M  these  Mr.  Stephens  says  that 
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some  are  omitted  from  public  considf  rations, 
and  others  because  they  relate  exclusively  to 
individual  affairs. 

Crawfordstille,  (Ga.,)  November  5, 1864. 
Hon.  Thomas  J.  Semmes,  C.  S.  Senate,  Richmond. 

Mr  Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  read  a  report  of  your  speech 
at  Mobile.  From  that  report  I  am  persuaded  you  are 
greatly  mistaken  as  to  my  views  upon  the  subject  of  a 
Convention  of  the  States,  and  I  trust  you  will  excuse  and 
pardon  me  for  this  letter  upon  that  subject. 

I  have  by  no  means  invited  such  a  convention  by  any 
thing  that  I  have  said  or  written  upon  the  subject.  It  is 
not  at  all  a  favorite  idea  with  me  as  a  mode  of  inaugurat- 
ing ni^gotiations  for  peace.  I  see  many  difficulties  attend- 
ing it.  But  as  so  respectable  a  body  as  the  Chicago  Con- 
vention, representing  so  largo  a  portion  of  the  enemy,  had 
pledged  themselves,  if  brought  into  power,  to  tender  such 
a  proposition,  I  di<l  think,  and  do  still  think,  that  it  was 
highly  politic  and  wise  on  our  part  to  respond  favorably  to 
that  proposition,  inasmuch  as  I  saw  no  insuperable  objec- 
tion to  it  with  the  limitations  and  restrictions  stated  in  my 
letter.  Indeed,  with  those  limitations  I  saw  no  objection 
at  all,  under  present  circumstances,  to  acceding  to  such  a 
proposition  (if  it  should  be  made)  as  the  Initiation  of  ne- 
gotiations. It  would  bo  the  first  Btep,  and  in  all  such  cases 
the  first  step  is  often  the  most  difficult. 

If  the  Federal  Government  should  propose  to  ours  a  con- 
vention of  the  States,  I  do  not  eee  why  it  might  not  bo 
accepted  simply  as  an  advisory  body,  as  I  suggested.  I 
Bee  no  constitutional  difficulties  in  the  way.  Tlietreaty- 
making  power  in  both  Governments  is  ample  to  provide 
for  it.  The  treaty-making  power  on  both  sides  might 
agree  to  submit  the  questions  at  issue  to  the  consideration 
ot  any  set  of  men  on  earth,  if  they  choose,  and  hear  the 
report  without  any  pledge  in  advance  to  be  bound  by  that 
report.  In  personal  quuixels,  such  submission  is  often 
made,  and  to  tha  honor  of  humanity  it  may  bo  said  that, 
in  most  cases  of  this  kind,  the  result  is  an  amicable  and 
honorable  settlement.  Whether  such  would  bo  the  result 
of  a  convention  of  the  States  in  our  case,  is  of  course  un- 
certain. Tho  probabilities,  I  am  free  to  say,  in  my  judg- 
ment, are  that  it  would  be.  At  any  rate  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  it  might.  When  we  look  at  the  elements  of 
8uch  a  boJy,if  it  should  be  tendered  on  the  other  side  and 
accepted  on  ours,  and  tho  true  nature  of  the  controversy, 
I  am  not  without  strong  hopes  that  it  would  so  result. 

There  is  no  prospect  of  such  proposition  being  tendered 
unless  McClellan  should  be  elected.  Ho  cannot  be  elected 
without  carrying  a  sufficient  number  of  the  States,  which, 
if  united  with  those  of  tho  Confederacy,  would  make  a 
majority  of  tho  States.  In  such  a  Convention  then,  so 
formed,  have  we  not  strong  reasons  to  hope  and  expect 
that  a  resolution  could  b«  passed  denyingtho  constitutional 
power  of  the  Government,  under  tho  compact  of  17S7,  to 
coerce  a  State  ?  Tho  Chicago  platform  virtually  does  this 
already.  Would  not  such  a  Convention  most  probably  re- 
affirm the  Kentucky  and  A'irginia  resolutions  of  1798  and 
1799?  Are  there  not  strong  reasons,  at  least,  to  induce  us 
to  hope  and  believe  that  they  might?  If  even  that  could 
be  done  it  would  end  the  war.  It  would  recognize  as  the 
fundanipntal  principle  of  American  institutions  tlie  ulti- 
mate, absolute  sovereignty  of  tho  several  States.  This  fully 
covers  our  independence — iis  fully  as  I  wish  ever  to  see  it 
covered.  I  wish  no  other  kind  of  recognition,  whenever  it 
comes,  than  that  of  George  III.  of  England,  viz:  there 
cognition  of  the  sovereignty  and  indepandenco  of  each 
State,  separately  and  by  name. 

Our  Confederation  was  formed  by  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent States.  It  was  formed  for  the  defence  and  main- 
tenance of  the  sovereignty  of  each.  We  have  unity  of 
name  and  unity  of  action,  simply  because  the  cause  of  each 
has  become  the  cause  of  all.  If,  then,  a  majority  of  tho 
States  should,  in  solemn  convention,  settle  this  great  prin- 
ciple, would  it  not  virtually  settle  tho  controversy  and  end 
the  war,  covering  everything  for  which  we  are  contending? 
Would  not  tho  terms  of  a  final  treaty  of  peace  be  easily 
adjusted  after  the  settlement  of  this  great  principle  ?  And 
are  there  not  sufficient  reasons  to  hope  that  nuch  might  be 
the  result,  in  case  a  convention  should  be  proposed  as  I 
have  stated,  and  accepted  as  a  mode  of  inaugurating  nego- 
tiations of  peace,  to  justify  our  making  a  favorable  response 
to  the  tender  of  the  party  at  Chicago,  in  case  they  should 
be  brought  into  power  f  To  my  mind  it  seems  clear  that 
they  are. 

You  will  also  allow  me  to  say,  that  I  look  upon  the  elec- 
tion of  McClellan  as  a  matter  of  vast  importance  to  us  in 
every  view  of  the  case,  and  hence  I  thought  it  judicious, 
patriotic,  and  wise  to  do  everything  that  could  be  properly 
done  to  aid  in  his  election.  Whatever  may  be  his  individual 
opinions,  he  is  the  candidate  of  tho  State  rights  party  at 
tho  North,  in  opposition  to  the  Centralists  and  Consolida- 
tionists,  whoso  hobby  now  is  AboUtionism.    I  have  thought 


from  the  l)e.ginning  that  our  true  policy  was  to  build  up  and 
strengthen  sucii  a  party  at  tlie  Norlh  by  all  nie.ms  in  our 
power.  Not  only  upon  the  wise  maxim  of  Philip,  of  Mace- 
don,  to  divide  the  enemy  as  a  question  of  policy  merely, 
but  from  a  highur  and  much  nobler  motive.  Not  only  an 
early  peace,  but  our  future  safety,  security,  and  happiness 
required  it. 

The  peojile  of  the  North  are  obliged  to  be  our  neighbors. 
It  matters  not  how  this  war  may  terminate,  they  arealong- 
side  of  us,  and  must,  with  the  generations  after  them,  there 
remain  forever.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us  and 
our  posterity  that  they  should  be  good  neighbors,  what- 
ever be  tho  relations  existing  between  them  and  us.  To  be 
good  neighbors  they  must  have  a  good  Government.  It  is 
almost  as  vital  to  us  that  they  have  a  good  Government  as 
that  we  have  such  ourselves.  It  is  much  better  to  govern, 
if  it  can  be  done,  by  ideas  than  tho  sword.  If  this  war 
shall  result  in  the  establishment,  perm.anently,  of  the  fun- 
damental principle  lying  at  the  foundation  of  American 
constitutional  lioerty,  that  is,  the  absolute,  ultimate  sover- 
eignty of  the  States,  it  will  more  than  compensate  for  all 
its  sacrifices  of  blood  and  treasure,  great  as  these  have  been, 
or  may  be.  It  will  sectire  peace  on  the  continent  for  ag^3 
to  come.  We  therefore  have  a  great  interest  in  fostering, 
cherishing,  and  building  up  and  raising  to  power  at  the 
North  any  party  favoring  these  principles. 

If  the  proper  line  of  p  licy  had  been  pursued  by  our 
authorities  toward  that  elementof  popular  sentiment  at  the 
North  from  the  beginning,  I  believe  the  States  rights  party 
there  would  have  been  triumphant  at  the  approaching 
election.  I  believe  an  out  and  out  State  rights  man  might 
and  would  have  been  nominated  at  Chicago  and  elected. 
But  the  policy  of  our  authorities  seems  to  me,  as  far  as  I 
can  j  udge  of  it,  to  have  been  directed  with  a  view  to  weaken, 
cripple,  and  annihilate  that  party.  So  farfrom  acting  even 
upon  tho  policy  of  dividing  the  enemy,  their  object  seems 
to  have  been  to  unite  and  inflame  them.  I  do,  moreover, 
verily  believe  thatif  President  Davis,  even  after  McClellan "s 
nomination,  had  made  a  favorable  response  to  the  Chicago 
resolution  looking  to  a  Convention  of  tho  States,  as  a  mode 
of  inaugurating  negotiations  of  peace,  that  it  would  greatly 
have  aided  his  election.  It  might  have  secured  it.  All 
that  he  need  have  said  in  some  public  m.anner  was,  that  if 
such  proposition  should  bo  tendered  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment he  would  accede  to  it,  with  some  such  limitations  and 
restrictions  as  stated  by  me  in  the  letter  before  alluded  to. 
Tho  idea  that  this  could  not  be  constitutionally  done  is 
strange  to  me.  In  the  most  objectionable  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, delegates,  one  or  more  from  each  State,  would  be  but 
commissioners  or  plenipotentiaries  from  each  Government 
respectively  to  initiate  negotiations,  &c.  Tlieir  acts  would 
bo  subject  to  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  their  Govern- 
ments respectively.  Why  commissioners  could  not  be  ap- 
pointed in  this  way  as  well  as  any  other,  without  any  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution,  I  do  not  see.  The  treaty-making 
power  in  both  Governments  is  ample  for  this  purpose.  At 
least  it  seems  so  to  me.  Indeed,  as  I  have  said  before,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  ample  on  both  sides  to  submit  the 
questions  in  issue  to  tho  consideration  merely  of  any  body 
on  earth.    But  enough  of  this.  *        *        *        *   .    * 

I  know  that  there  are  many  persons  among  us,  whose 
opinions  are  entitled  to  high  consideration,  who  do  not 
agree  with  me  on  the  question  of  McClellan's  election. 
They  prefer  Lincoln  to  McClellan.  Perhaps  the  President 
belongs  .o  thatcbiss.  Judging  from  his  acts,  I  should  think 
that  ho  did.  Those  of  tho  class  to  whom  I  refer  with  whom 
I  have  met,  think  that  if  what  they  term  a  conservative 
man  should  be  elected,  or  any  on  the  Chicago  platform  even, 
that  such  terms  for  a  restoration  of  tho  Union  would  b« 
olfered  as  our  people  would  accept.  The  ghost  of  the  Union 
haunts  them.  The  spectre  of  reconstruction  re.ars  its 
ghastly  head  at  every  corner,  to  their  imagination.  These 
apprehensions,  I  doubt  not,  are  sincere.  But  I  eutertiiin 
none  such  myself.  I  am  no  believer  in  ghosts  of  any  kind. 
The  old  Union  and  the  old  Constitution  are  both  dead — 
dead  forever,  except  in  so  far  as  tho  Constitution  has  been 
preserved  by  us.  There  is,  for  tho  Union  as  it  was,  no  re- 
surrection by  any  power  short  of  that  which  brought  IolVSit 
rus  from  tho  tomb.  There  may  be,  and  doubtless  are,  many 
at  the  North  and  some  at  tho  South  who  look  forward  to  a 
restoration  of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  as  it  was; 
but  such  ideas  are  vain  and  illusory  as  the  dreamy  imagin- 
ings of  the  Indian  warrior,  who  in  death  clings  to  liis 
weapons  in  fond  expectation  that  he  will  have  usv;  forthem 
beyond  the  grave  in  other  lands  and  new  hunti.ig  grounds. 

These  fears  of  voluntary  reconstruction  are  but  chimeras 
of  tho  brain.  No  one  need  eivtertain  any  such  from  Mc- 
Clellan's  election.  But,  ou  the  contrwy,  I  think  that 
peace,  and  peace  upon  the  basis  of  a  separation  of  the 
States  and  our  independence,  would  be  the  almost  certain 
ultimate  result,  if  our  authorities  should  act  wisely,  in  the 
event  of  his  election.  My  reasons  for  this  opinion  are 
briefly  thesa :  A  proposition  for  an  armistice  and  a  Conven- 
tion of  the  States  might  be  expected  Ixom  him  soon  after 
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his  induction  into  ofBce.  This,  on  our  side,  being  acced'^'d 
to,  as  it  ought  to  bo,  some  time  would  elapse  before  the 
conference  could  meet.  The  passion  of  the  day  on  both 
Bides  would  considerably  subside  in-  the  interim.  TheCoL- 
vention  mijrht  adupt  such  a  resolution  as  I  have  stated. 
Looking  to  its  probable  composition,  as  before  stated,  there 
is  strong  probability  that  it  would.  That,  as  before  stated, 
■would  end  the  matter,  and  to  our  entire  satisfaction.  But, 
take  the  worst  supposablo  view  of  it.  .-uppose  that  they 
should  wrangle,  do  nothing,  and  adjourn,  and  that  no 
other  mode  of  settlement  by  negotiation  should  be  pro- 
posed.    IIow  would  matters  then  stand  ? 

McClellan  would  doubtless,  as  his  letter  of  acceptance 
indicates  he  would  do,  renew  the  war  for  tlie  restoration 
of  the  Union  and  the  old  dmstitutiou  with  .all  its  guaran- 
ties. The  moment  he  should  do  this,  the  whole  .abolition 
element  at  the  North,  now  the  life  and  the  soul  of  the  war, 
would  turn  against  it.  The  old  Union  with  the  old  Consti- 
tution is  just  what  they  do  not  want.  They  have  always 
regai'ded  it  as  no  better  than  ''a  league  with  Satan  and  a 
covenant  with  Hell."  Ths  right  arm  of  the  war-spirit  of 
the  North  will  be  paralyzed  the  moment  the  war  is  put 
upon  that  footing.  Besides  this  at  least  two-thirds  of  Mo- 
Clellan"s  own  party  manfully  hold  and  proclaim  the  doc- 
trine that  there  is  no  power  in  the  central  Government 
constitutionally  to  coerce  .a  State.  Tliese  two  elements 
would  constitute  an  overwhelming  majority  at  the  North 
decidedly  against  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war. 
Meanwhile  financial  embarrassments  would  be  doing  their 
work.  The  war  would  inevitably  fail  in  consequence. 
■When  all  efforts  to  persude  our  people  to  go  back  into  the 
Union  voluntarily  failed,  as  they  would,  if  our  authorities 
ehall  so  act  as  to  secure  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the 
people  as  they  ought,  then  McClellan  would  ultimately  be 
compelled  to  give  up  the  restoration  of  the  Union  as  a  for- 
lorn hope.  I'eace  would  come  slowly  but  surely  upon  our 
own  terms  and  without  any  more  fighting. 

But  tlxis  is  not  all.  Other  causes  would  operate  to  the 
Bame  result,  which,  of  themselves,  even  without  consider- 
ing those  aliove  stated,  would  effect  the  same  thing.  The 
moment  McClellan  should  renew  the  war  with  the  avowed 
object  of  restoring  the  Union  with  the  old  Constitution  aud 
all  its  guaranties,  that  moment,  or  as  soon  as  possible,  our 
recognition  abroad  would  come.  The  silent  sympathy  of 
Englaiad,  France,  and  other  European  Powers,  at  present 
with  Lincoln,  arises  entirely  from  their  mania  upon  the 
subject  of  negro  slavery.        ****** 

Ijncoln  had  either  to  witness  our  recognition  abroad, 
the  moral  power  of  which  alone,  he  saw,  would  break  down 
the  war,  or  to  make  it  an  emancipation  war.  He  chose  the 
latter  alternative,  and  the  more  readily  because  it  chimed 
in  so  accordantly  with  the  feelings  and  views  of  his  own 
party.  This,  iu  mj'  opiiuon,  is  the  plain  English  of  the 
whole  matter;  and  just  as  soon  as  McClellan  should  re- 
new the  war  with  a  view  to  restore  the  Union,  the  old 
Constitution,  with  slavery,  &c.,  would  England,  France, 
and  other  European  Powers  throw  a'l  the  moral  power 
and  influence  of  their  recognition  on  our  side.  I  am  not 
certain  that  they  would  not  go  further,  rather  than  see  the 
Union  thus  restored,  if  it  should  become  necessary.  But 
it  would  not  become  necessary.  The  other  causes  alluded 
to  would  completely  effect  oxit  deliverance  without  any 
material  aid  from  them. 

So,  in  any  aud  every  view  I  can  take  of  the  subject,  I 
regard  the  election  of  McClellan  and  the  success  of  the 
Slate  rights  party  of  the  Norih,  whose  nominee  he  is,  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  us.  With  these  views,  you  readily 
perceive  how  1  regarded  the  action  of  the  Chicago  Conven- 
tion as  "a  ray  of  light,  the  first  ray  ofreal  light!  had  seen 
from  the  North  since  this  war  began."  You  can  also,  from 
these  views,  more  correctly  appreciate  my  motives  for 
g.viag  what  I  considered  a  favorable  response  to  thataction. 
1  besijeak  your  careful  attention  to  the  language  of  that 
response.  From  the  report  of  your  speech  I  am  led  to  infer 
that  you  entertained  the  opinion  that  I  was  favoring  and  invi- 
ting a  Convention  of  the  States  in  some  outside  way,  and  not 
through  the  organized  channels  of  the  two  Governments. 
No  such  idea  was  ever  in  my  mind,  and  never  can  be  until 
I  am  prepared  for  another  revolution — if  secession  bo  a 
revolution ;  for  the  States  could  not  go  into  such  a  Conven- 
tion as  you  seem,  from  the  report  of  your  speech,  to  think 
I  favored,  without  first  seceding  from  their  present  alliance. 
This,  to  my  mind,  is  as  clear  as  it  is  to  yours.  Of  course 
what  I  said  had  to  be  brief,  covering  ouly  general  points. 
I  could  not  go  into  a  full  explanation  of  my  reasons  for 
what  I  said,  because  that  would  have  done  damage  instead 
of  good  to  the  cause  which  I  wished  to  aid. 

I  know  that  many  of  our  people  know  that  any  allusion 
to  peace  on  our  side,  or  any  public  expression  of  a  desire 
for  peace,  or  the  offer  of  terms  upon  which  we  ought  to  be 
willing  to  make  peace,  is  injurious  to  our  cause  ;  that  it  has 
a  bad  effect  upon  our  armies  and  encourages  the  enemy  to 
fight  on  under  the  belief  that  such  declaration  inUicaies  a 


disposition  on  our  part  to  yield.  Some  go  so  far  as  to  main- 
tain that  we  cannot,  consistently  with  our  purpose  to  secure 
iidependence  at  all  hazards,  entertain  any  propositions 
unless  they  be  based  upon  our  independence,  or  unless 
this  bo  promised  and  granted  in  the  offer.  I  concur 
in  none  of  this  reasoning.  Nothing  would  give  us  more 
strength  at  hom^'  or  abroad,  with  our  armies  and  the  world, 
than  to  keep  constuitly  before  the  public  what  we  are  fight- 
ing for  and  the  terms  upon  which  the  contest  forced  upon 
us  may  be  ended.  The  right  is  with  us.  The  right  always 
has  of  itsi^lf  great  moral  power  if  properly  used  and 
wielded.  This  depends  upon  what  may  be  styled  diplo- 
macy. Diplomacy  does  not  necessarily  involve  interchange 
of  views  or  inlorcourso  between  parties.  It  should  not  b3 
neglected  iu  wars,  even  though  the  enemy  should  refuse  to 
receive  any  communications.  The  result  of  most  wars  de- 
pends as  much  upon  diplomatic  skill  in  its  proper  sense  as 
it  does  upon  arms.  The  real  statesman  knows  when  and 
how  to  use  the  pen  as  well  as  the  sword.  The  constant 
proclamation  to  the  world  of  what  we  are  fighting  for  can 
never  weaken  our  cause  with  those  who  are  periling  their 
lives  in  that  cause,  espcciaby  if  all  our  acts  toward  them 
and  all  others  show  that  our  professions  are  true  ;  nor  is 
there  the  slightest  inconsistency,  in  my  opinion,  between 
ihe  most  fixed  determination  on  our  part  to  end  the  war 
upon  no  terms  short  of  independence,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  entertaining,  hearing, and  aoceptiog  offers  to  negotiate 
upon  any  other  basis  whatever.  The  doors  to  treat,  to  ne 
goliate,  to  confer,  to  reason,  should  always  be  kept  widely 
open.  Those  who  have  the  right  on  their  side  should  never 
shun  or  avoid  reason.  They  should  never  decline  an  en- 
counter on  that  arena. 

I  have  been  led  to  these  remarks  more  with  a  view  to 
self-vindication  than  to  the  expression  or  utterance  of  any 
unrecognized  truths.  #**»*•* 

Ou  the  question  of  reconstruction,  I  stand  now  just  where 
I  did  in  October,  1861,  when  I  wrote  to  a  gentleman  in 
t.nf  wer  to  a  letter  from  him,  stating  that  I  was  charged  with 
suci:  gentiments,  and  desiring  me  to  give  a  public  denial  of 
it.  I  to'd  him,  in  reply,  that  I  looked  upon  such  "a  charge 
as  no  le&s  an  imputation  upon  my  intelligence  than  upon  my 
integrity.  Tho  issue  of  this  war,  in  my  judgment,  was  sub- 
jugation or  independence.  I  so  understood  it  when  the 
Slate  of  Georgia  seceded,  and  it  was  with  a  full  conscious- 
ness of  this  fact,  with  all  its  responsibilities,  sacrifices,  and 
perils,  that  I  pledged  my«clf,  then  and  there,  to  stand  by 
her  and  her  fortunes,  whu.tever  they  might  be,  in  the  course 
she  had  adopted."  "  As  for  making  any  public  denial  of 
such  a  charge,  I  felt  too  much  self-respect  to  do  it."  *  *  • 
Yours  truly, 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

P.  S.  It  is  but  proper  that  I  should  add,  even  by  post- 
script, to  this  letter,  long  as  it  is,  that  I  was  highly  pleased 
with  tho  general  character  and  tone  of  your  speech  at  Mo- 
bile, as  reported.  It  was  well  calculated  to  do  much  good, 
and  I  doubt  not  it  will.  A.  H.  S. 


Miscellaneous. 

THE  FREE   CONSTITUTION    OF  MARYLAND. 

The  Free  Constitution  of  Maryland,  contain- 
ing the  provision  for  emancipation  stated 
on  page  227,  was  adopted  at  an  election  held 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  October  9th  and 
10th,  1864.  On  the  29th  of  "October,  Governor 
A.  W.  Bradford  issued  a  proclamation  announ- 
cing the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  that 
it  would  supersede  the  old  Constitution  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1864.  The  whole  vote,  as 
officially  declared  by  him,  was : 

For  the  Constitution 30,174 

Against  the  Constitution ,.  29,799 

Blank  b.allots* 61 

Ballots  reported  as  against  the  Constitution,  but  not 
counted  because  the  persons  offering  them  refused 
to  take  the  oath  required  by  said  Constitution 33 

Total  vote 60,067 

The  vote  of  the  soldiers,  counted  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, was : 

For  the  Constitution 2,633 

Against  the  Constitution 263 

Four  returns  from  the  army  were  rejected  by 
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the  Governor,  for  reasons  stated  by  him  in  his 
f)ablished  opinion,  which  gave  : 

For  the  Constitution 285 

Against  the  Constitution 5 

Application  was  made,  before  the  issue  of 
the  Governor's  proclamation,  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  for  a  mandamus  to  prevent  its  issue  ; 
which  the  court  refused,  unanimously,  to  grant. 

In  addition  to  other  features,  the  new  Con- 
stitution of  Maryland  contains  this  article  : 

Article  5. — The  Constitufion  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  being  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  every  citizen  of  this  State  owes  iiaraniount 
allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  is  not  bound  by  any  law  or  ordinance  of 
this  State  in  contravention  or  subversion  thereof. 

In  incorporating  into  her  fundamemtal  law 
this  declaration  of  the  duty  of  perpetual  fidel- 
ity, and  paramount  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  Maryland  is  in  advance  of  all  other 
States. 

ADMISSION    OF    NEVADA. 

1864,  October  31 — President  Lincoln  issued 
a  proclamation  declaring  that  the  people  of 
Nevada  had  complied  with  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March  21,  18G4,  to  enable  them  "to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  and 
that  the  State  of  Nevada  is  so  admitted. 

BRITISH    AID    TO    THE    REBELLION. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  817.]  Legation  op  the  Usited  States, 

London,  Nov.  18, 18G4. 
SiK:  I  have  received  from  Lord  Wharncliffe,  the  chair- 
man of  the  British  association  organized  to  give  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  rebel  cause,  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  trans- 
mitted herewith. 
I  append  a  copy  of  my  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

CUARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stole,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Lord  WlMrncliffe  to  Mr.  Adams. 

■WoRTLET  Hall, 
Sheffield,  November  12, 1864. 

YocR  Excellency:  A  bazaar  has  been  held  in  St.  George's 
Hall,  Liverpool,  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  Southern 
prisoners  of  war.  It  has  produced  a  clear  sum  of  about 
il7,OUO.  In  preference  to  any  attempt  to  reach  the  in- 
tended object  by  circuitous  means,  a  committee  of  English 
gentlemen  has  been  formed  to  address  you  on  the  subject. 

As  chairman  of  this  committee  I  venture  to  ask  your 
excellency  to  request  the  permission  of  your  government 
that  an  accredited  agent  may  be  sent  out  to  visit  the  mili- 
tary prisons  within  the  Northern  States,  and  minister  to 
the  comfort  of  those  for  whom  this  fund  is  intended,  under 
6uch  supervision  as  your  government  may  direct. 

rermit  me  to  state  that  no  political  end  is  aimed  at  by 
this  movement.  It  has  received  support  from  many  who 
were  opposed  to  the  political  action  of  the  South.  Nor  is  it 
intended  to  impute  that  the  Confederate  prisoners  are  de- 
nied such  attentions  as  the  ordinary  rules  enjoin.  But 
these  rules  are  narrow  and  stern.  Winter  is  at  hand,  and 
the  clothing  which  may  satisfy  the  rules  of  war  will  not 
protect  the  natives  of  a  warm  climate  from  *he  severe  cold 
of  the  North. 

Sir,  the  issue  of  this  great  contest  will  not  be  determined 
by  individual  suffering,  be  it  greater  or  less ;  and  you,  whose 
family  name  is  interwoven  with  American  history,  cannot 
view  with  indifference  the  suffering  of  American  citizens, 
whatever  their  Mute  or  their  opinions. 

On  more  than  one  occasion  aid  has  been  proffered  by  the 
people  of  one  country  to  special  classes,  under  great  afflic- 
tion, in  another.  May  it  not  be  permitted  to  us  to  follow 
these  examples,  especially  when  those  we  desire  to  solace 
are  beyond  the  reach  of  their  immediate  kinsmen?  I 
trust  these  precedents,  and  the  voice  of  humanity,  may 
plead  with  your  excellency,  and  induce  you  to  prefer  to  the 


Government  of  the  United  States  the  request  which  I  Yam 
the  honor  to  submit. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WHARNCLIFFB. 

His  Excellency  Eton.  0.  F.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Wharncliffe. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
London,  Nov.  18, 1864. 

Mt  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recep- 
tion of  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  asking  me  to  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  my  government  a  request  of 
certain  English  gentlemen,  made  through  your  Jordship,  to 
send  out  an  accredited  agent  to  visit  the  military  prisoners 
held  liy  the  United  States,  and  atford  them  such  aid,  addi- 
tional to  that  extended  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  war,  aa 
may  be  provided  by  the  fund  which  has  been  raised  here 
tor  tlie  purpose. 

I  am  sure  that  it  has  never  been  the  desire  of  my  gov- 
ernment to  treat  with  luinecessary  or  vindictive  severity 
any  of  the  misguided  individuals,  parties  in  this  deplorable 
rebellion,  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands  in  the  regular 
course  of  war.  I  should  greatly  rejoice  were  the  effects  of 
your  sympathy  extended  to  the  ministering  to  the  mental 
ailment  not  less  than  the  bodily  sufferings  of  these  unfor- 
tunate persons,  thus  contributing  to  put  an  end  to  a  struggle 
which  otherwise  is  too  likely  to  be  only  procrastinated  by 
your  labors. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  shall  lie  happy  to  promote  any  hu- 
mane endfeavor  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  this  strife-,  and 
in  that  sense  shall  very  cheerfully  comply  with  your 
lordship's  desire  so  far  as  to  transmit,  by  the  earhest  oppor- 
tunity, to  my  government  a  copy  of  the  application  which 
has  been  addressed  to  me. 

I  beg  your  lordship  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS.  ; 

Lord  Wharncliffe,  Ac. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  173.] 


Department  of  State, 
Washington,  December  5, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  haVe  received  your  dispatch  of  the  ISth  of  Novem- 
ber, No.  807,  together  with  the  papers  therein  mentioned, 
namely,  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  addressed  to  you  on 
the  12th  of  November  hist  by  Lord  Wharncliffe,  andacopy 
of  your  answer  to  that  letter. 

Your  proceeding  in  the  matter  is  approved.  Yoti  will 
now  inform  Lord  Wharncliffe  that  permission  for  an  agent 
of  the  committee  described  by  him  to  visit  the  insurgents 
detained  in  military  prisons  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
distribute  among  them  seventeen  thousand  pounds  of 
British  gold,  is  disallowed.  Hero  it  is  expected  that  your 
correspondence  with  Lord  Wharncliffe  will  end. 

That  correspondenre  will  necessarily  become  public.  On 
reading  it,  the  American  people  will  be  well  aware  that, 
while  the  United  States  have  ample  means  for  the  support 
of  prisoners,  as  well  as  for  every  other  exigency  of  the  war 
in  which  they  are  engaged,  the  insurgents,  who  have  blindly 
rushed  into  that  condition,  are  suffering  no  privations  tluit 
apjieal  for  relief  to  charity  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

The  American  people  will  be  likely  also  to  reflect  that 
the  sum  thus  insidiously  tendered  in  the  name  of  humanity 
constitutes  no  large  portion  of  the  profits  which  its  con- 
tributors may  be  justly  supposed  to  have  derived  from  the 
insurgents  by  exchanging  with  them  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  for  the  coveted  productions  of  immoral  and  ener- 
vating slave  labor.  Nor  will  any  portion  of  the  American 
people  be  disposed  to  regard  the  sum  thus  ostentatiously 
offered  for  the  relief  of  captured  insurgents  as  a  too  gener- 
ouflfequivalent  for  the  devastation  and  desolation  which  a 
ci\'fl  wai-,  promoted  and  protracted  by  British  subjects,  haa 
spreid  throughout  States  which  before  were  eminently 
prosperous  and  happy. 

Finally,  in  view  of  this  last  officious  intervention  in  our 
domestic  affairs,  the  American  people  can  hardly  fivil  to  re- 
call the  warning  of  the  father  of  our  country,  directed 
against  two  great  and  intimately  connected  public  dan- 
gers, namely,  sectional  faction  and  foreign  intrigue  I  do 
not  think  that  the  insurgents  have  become  debased,  al- 
though they  have  sadly  wandered  from  the  ways  of  loyalty 
and  patriotism.  1  think  that,  in  common  with  all  our 
countrymen,  they  will  rejoice  in  being  saved  by  their  con- 
siderate and  loyal  government  from  the  grave  insult  which 
Lord  Wharncliffe,  and  his  associates  in  their  zeal  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  United  States,  have  prepared  for  the  vic- 
tims of  this  unnecessary,  unnatural,  and  hopeless  rebellion. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chaklbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  Ac,  &c. 


THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  REBELLION. 


Testimony  of  the  Churches. 

PEESBYTEKIAN". 

GENERAL    ASSEMBLY  OF    1861,    (OLD    SCHOOL.) 

May  iG — The  body  met  in  Philadelphia. 

May  18 — Dr.  Spring  offered  a  resolution,  that 
a  Special  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  this  Assembly  making 
some  expression  cf  their  devotion  to  the  Union 
of  these  States  and  their  loyalty  to  the  Gov- 
efnment ;  and  if  in  their  judgment  it  is  expe- 
dient so  to  do,  they  report  what  that  expression 
shall  be. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Iloyte,  this  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  123  to  102. 

A  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  to  be  recorded, 


was  made  by  Mr.  Robertson,  after  the  members  ^  j.^^^ 
had  begun  to  vote  by  rising,  which  the  Modera- 
tor declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

After  the  result  of  the  vote  had  been  an- 
nounced, Mr.  H.  K.  Clarke  moved  to  take  this 
resolution  up  from  the  table,  and  on  this  mo- 
tion called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Points  of 
order  were  discussed  on  this  motion,  until  the 
Moderator  called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  to 
hear  delegates  from  corresponding  bodies. 

May  22 — Dr.  Spring  offered  a  paper  with  res- 
olutions respecting  the  appointment  of  religious 
solemnities  for  the  4th  of  July  next,  and  the 
duty  of  ministers  and  churches  in  relation  to 
the  present  condition  of  our  country. 

jlay  24 — Dr.  Hodge  proposed  a  substitute. 

jlay  27 — Dr.  Hodge  withdrew  his  substitute, 
and  Dr.  Wines  moved  one.  A  motion  to  table 
the  whole  subject  was  lost — yeas  87,  (63  min 


man  for  the  Lord's  sake,  this  General  Assembly  adopts  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  1.  That  in  view  of  the  present  agitated  and  iia- 
happy  condition  of  this  country,  Monday,  the  first  day  of 
July  "next,  be  hereby  set  apart  as  a  day  of  prayer  through- 
out our  bounds,  and  that  on  that  day  ministers  and  people 
are  called  upon  humbly  to  confess  and  bc;Avail  our  national 
sins,  to  offer  our  thanks  to  the  Father  of  lights  for  his  abun- 
dant and  undeserved  goodness  to  us  as  a  nation,  to  seek 
His  guidance  and  blessing  upon  our  rulers  and  their  coun- 
sels, as  well  as  upon  the  Congress  then  about  to  assemble, 
.and  to  implore  Him,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Great 
High  Priest  of  the  Christian  profession,  to  turn  away  IIi3 
anger  from  us,  and  speedily  restore  to  us  the  blessings  ol  a 
safe  and  honorable  peace. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  members  of  this  General  Assembly, 
in  the  spirit  of  that'  Christian  patriotism  which  the  Scrip- 
tures enjoin,  and  which  has  always  characterized  this 
Church,  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  declare  their  obligation, 
so  far  as  in  them  lies,  to  maintain  the  Constitution  of  these 
United  States  iu  the  full  exercise  of  all  its  le^atimate  pow- 
ers, to  preserve  our  beloved  Union  unimpaired,  and  to  re- 
store its  inestimable  blessings  to  every  portion  of  the 


Resolved,  3.  That  in  the  present  distracted  state  of  the 
country,  this  Assembly,  representing  the  whole  Church, 
feel  bound  to  abstain  from  any  further  declaration,  in 
which  all  our  ministers  and  members  faithful  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  Standards  of  the  Church  might  not  be  able 
conscientiously  and  safely  to  join,  and  therefore,  out  of  re- 
gard as  well  to  the  interests  of  oiur  beloved  country,  as  to 
thoseof  the  Church,  the  Assembly  adopts  this  Minute  as 
its  deliveriiuce  upon  this  subject. 

Dr.  Musgrave  moved  to  amend  by  modifying 
the  second  resolution,  after  '•  the  United  States," 
so  as  to  read:  "and  cur  constitutional  rulers, 
in  the  full  exercise  of  their  legitimate  pow- 
ers ;"  which  was  lost. 

The  report  was  then  rejected — yeas  84,  nays 
128,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Kennedy,  J.  T.  Backus,  L.  Merrill  Miller, 
Aitken,  Lane,  Hall,  Westcott,  Lindsley,  Imbrie,  Martin, 
Hornblower,  Hodge,  Hamill,  Studdiford,  Adams,  Snowden, 
Schenck,   AVatts,   Musgrave,   Uappersett,   McPhail,  Latta, 


„,     ,,  ,        „„    ICO      ,7p    ,„;„\ataT-^     fl7     Gayley,  James  Williamson,  Lawrence,  Yeomans,  Dickson, 

isters,  24  elders,)  nays  153,    [ih   minister^,  67    ji^fj.^.fj!,  jo,.  cuu-k,  Mother,  McMichael,  Stockton,  Ahich, 


elders. 

May  28 — Drs.  Musgrave,  Hodge,  Yeomans, 
Anderson,  and  Wines,  ministers,  and  Messrs. 
Eyersou,  Giles,  AVhite.  and  H.  K.  Clarke,  ruling 
elders,  were  appointed  a  Special  Committee  on 
the  subject.  Same  day,  the  Committee  re- 
ported— Dr.  Musgrave  presenting  the  report  of 
the  majority  (8  of  the  9,)  and  Dr.  Anderson 
the  minority,  being  Di.  Spring's  resolution, 
with  a  slight  alteration. 

THE   MAJORITY   REPORT. 

Gratefully  acknowledging  the  distinguished  bounty  and 
care  of  Almighty  God  towards  this  favored  land,  and  also 
recognising  our  obligation  to  submit  to  every  ordinance  of 


Mahaffey,  Lloyd,  Hunt,  Layman,  Scott,  Goodman,  Bergen, 
Huckman,  Lyon,  Barnett,  Taylor,  Iliunilton,  Haines, 
Mutchmore,  Wines,  Mathes,  Slagle,  Matthews,  Coudit,  Haw- 
thorne, and  Ogden.  Ministers.  Messrs.  Church,  Newland, 
Guest,  Lockwuod,  Ballantyne,  Rankin,  Osborne,  Pcudder, 
Robert  Barber  of  Burlington,  Morris  Patterson,  Henry 
McKean,  Macalester,  Deal,  Henry,  Rea,  R.  Barber  of 
Northumberland,  Giles,  Linn,  Meredith,  Sheets,  William 
Semple,  H.  K.  Clarke,  Houston,t,Mercer,  Youug,  Harbison, 
AVarren,  Tunstall,  Hubbard,  and  Wliite,  RaUng  Elders— 
84. 

Nays— Messrs.  William  Clark,  Kellogg,  Bullions,  Coch- 
ran, Drake,  Baldwin  Crane,  Hubbard,  Reeves,  Barr,  Kehoo, 
Edwards,  t'arquhar,  Waller,  Murphy,  McPhersou,  Jacobus, 
Hiistings,  Donaldson,  Coulter,  Critchlow,  S.  J.  M.  Eaton, 
Annan,  William  Eaton.  Maxwell,  J.  D.  Smith,  Kelly,  Sack- 
ett,  Semple,  Pratt,  Dubuar,  William  Campbell,  Badeau, 
Eastman,  Thomas,  Monfort,  Elliott,  Long,  Lee,  T.  .M.  Hop- 
kins, Pelan,  Irvin,  I'orbes,  Fisk,  John  A.  Campbell,  Liiird, 
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Newell,  Stone,  Price,  Crozier,  Vaill,  Hanson,  Coon,  Lord, 
Swan,  Mathers,  Robertson,  Thayer,  Jones,  Dodd,  Conkey, 
McGuigan,  Stryker,  Reaser,  Symington,  Leighton,  Ruther- 
ford, Mclnnis,*  11.  M.  Smith,  Gillespie,  McNair,  and  Ander- 
son, Mini.stei-s.  Messrs.  E.  B.  Miller,  Wilkin,  Lowrie,  Beard, 
Hutchinson,  Fithian,  Guliek,  William  Wilson,  Humiihrey, 
Cunningham,  Litle,  Dungan,  Martin,  Kiukaid,  Lawson, 
Ewiug,  John  Johnston,  Bailey,  McConuell,  R-odgers,  Ham- 
ilton, Banks,  Moore,  Alexander,  Lewis,  Davy,  Thomas 
Johnston,  Samuel  Price,  Graham,  L.  II.  Stewart,  Ilazeltine, 
Conn,  Thomas,  Frost,  Neal,McChord,  Kinnear,  Fisher,  J.L. 
Meredith,  J.  L.  Williams,  Seller,  Neely,  Waddel,  Reynolds, 
Gregg,  Rowland,  Spring,  Scales,  StirVat,  Baldwin,  Mason, 
Russell,  Windsor,  Wayland,  Claypool,  a^d Caldwell,  Ruling 
Elders— 1-28. 

Messrs.  Peden,  Balch,  and  T.  C.  Stuart,  non  liquet. 

Mr.  Uoytc  was  excused  from  voting. 

THE    MINORITY    BEPORT. 

Gratefully  acknowledging  the  distinguished  bounty  and 
care  of  Almighty  God  towards  this  favored  land,  and  also 
recognising  our  obligations  to  submit  to  every  ordinance 
of  man  tur  tlie  Lord's  sake,  this  General  Assembly  adopt 
the  following  resolutions: 

l{es''li-tu!,  1.  That  in  view  of  the  present  agitated  and  un- 
happy condition  of  this  country,  the  first  day  of  July  next 
be  hei'cby  set  apart  as  a  day  of  prayer  throughout  our 
bounds ;  and  that  on  this  day  ministers  and  people  are 
called  on  humbly  to  confess  and  bewail  oxn-  national  sins; 
to  offer  our  thanks  to  the  Father  of  light  for  his  abundant 
and  nnderserved  goodness  towards  us  as  a  nation ;  to  seek 
his  guidance  and  blessing  upon  our  rulers  and  their  coun- 
sels, as  well  as  on  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  about 
to  assemble;  and  to  implore  Ilim,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  great  High  Priest  of  the  Christian  profession,  to 
turn  away  His  anger  from  us,  and  speedily  restore  to  us  the 
blessings  of  an  honorable  peace. 

Resolved,  2.  That  this  General  Assembly,  in  the  spirit  of 
that  Christian  patriotism  which  the  Scriptures  enjoin,  and 
which  has  always  characterized  this  Clnirch,  do  hereby  ac- 
knowledge and  declare  our  obligations  to  promote  and 
perpetuate,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  the  integrity  of  these  United 
States,  and  to  strengthen,  uphold,  and  encourage  the  F'ed- 
eral  Government  in  the  exercise  of  all  its  functions  under 
our  noble  Constitution;  and  to  this  Constitution,  in  all  its 
provisions,  requirements,  and  principles,  we  profess  our 
unabated  loyalty. 

And,  to  avoid  all  misconception,  the  Assembly  declare 
that  by  the  term  "  Federal  Government,''  as  here  used,  is 
not  meant  any  particular  administration,  or  the  peculiar 
opinions  of  any  particular  party,  but  that  central  adminis- 
tration w  liicli,  being  at  any  time  appointed  and  inaugurated 
according  to  the  forms  prescribed  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  is  the  visible  representative  of  our  national 
existence. 

Which  was  adopted — yeas  156,  nays  66,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Wm.  Clark,  Kellogg,  Bullions,  Cochran, 
L.  M.  Miller,  Westcott,  Drake,  Martin,  Baldwin,  Crane, 
Hubbard,  Reeves,  Studdiford,  Barr,  Snowden,  Kehoo, 
Mackey,  Schenck,  Musgrave,  Edwards,  Latta,  Farquhar, 
Jas.  Williamson,  Lawrence,  Waller,  Murray,  Joseph  Clark, 
McPherson,  Jacobus,  Hastings,  Donaldson,  Coulter,  Critch- 
low,  S.  J.  M.  Eaton,  Annan,  Wm.  Eaton,  Maxwell,  J.  D. 
Smith,  Kelly,  Sackett,  Semple,  Pratt,  Dubuar,  Wm.  Camp- 
bell, Badeau,  Eastman,  Thomas,  Monfort,  Elliott,  Long, 
Lee,  T.  M.  Hopkins,  Pelan,  Irwin,  Goodman,  Forbes,  Fisk, 
John  A.  Campbell,  Ljiird,  Newell,  Bergen,  Stone,  Price, 
Crozier,  Yaill,  Hanson,  Coon,  Lord,  Swan,  Mathers,  Hick- 
man, Robertson,  Thayer,  Lyon,  Barnett,  Jones,  Dodd,  Con- 
key,  McGuigan,  Taylor,  Stryker,  Hamilton,  Haines,  Reaser, 
Wines,  Slagle,  and  Anderson,  Ministers.  Messrs.  Newland, 
Guest,  Miller,  Wilkin,  Lowrie,  Rankin,  Beard,  Osborne, 
Litle,  Hutchinson,  Fithian,  Ryerson,  Guliek,  Humphreys, 
Cniniinnliam,  Barber  of  Burlington,  Patterson,  Dungan, 
Macalester,  Henry,  Martin,  Kinkaid,  Rca,  Barber  of  Nor- 
thumberland, l-awson,  Linn,  Ewing.Jolin  Jolmson.  Bailey, 
McConncIl,  Rodgers,  Hamilton,  Banks,  Moore,  Alex.iiiiler. 
Lewis,  Davy,  Thomas  .lolinstoii.  Price,  Sheets,  Graham, 
Stewart.  H.  K.  Clarke,  lia/eltinc.  Conn,  Thomas,  Frost, 
Neal.  McCbord,  Kinnear.  Fisher,  Houston,  J.  L.  Meredith, 
J.  h.  Williams,  Siller,  Neely,  W.addel.  Reynolds,  Gregg, 
Rowland,  Spring,  Scales,  Stirrat.  lialdwin.  Mason,  Rus.sell, 
Young,  Windsor,  and  Caldwull,  Hiding  Klders — 156. 

Nays — Messrs.  Kcnnedv,  J.  T.  Backus,  Aitkeii,  Lane, 
Hall.  LiniNley,  Inibrie,  Cinlds.  W.IIs,  Hornblower,  Hodge, 
Hauiill.  Watts.  Ilappersett.  Mel'hail.  {iavley,  Yeomans, 
Dieksou,  Murphy,  .'Motvier,  Me.Mii  li:iel,  S'loekton,  Alricli, 
Malialliv.  Lloyd,  Hunt,  I-ayuian,  Scott,  .Mutcbniore.  Leigh- 
ton,  Maihes.  H.  H.  Hopkins,  .Matthews,  Kra/er, Cheek,  Con- 
dit,  lluwthoruu,   Uruwu,   Harrison,   Ogdeu,  PeUen,  Bulch, 


Rutherford,  Mclnnis,*  H  M.  Smith,  Gillespie,  Stnart,  Mc- 
Nair, and  Baker,  Ministers.  Messrs.  Church,  Lockwood, 
Ball.antyne,  Wilsoti,  Barber  of  Burlington,  McKean,  Deal, 
Giles,  Geo.  Meredith,  Wm.  Semple,  Mercer,  Wayland.  Har- 
bison, Warren,  Tunstall,  Hubbard,  Claypool,  and  White, 
Ruling  Elders — 66. 

Sundry  protests  were  made. 

GENERAL    ASSEMBLY    OF    1862,    (OLD    SCHOOL.) 

May  15 — The  body  met  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

May  19 — Dr.  R.  J.  Breckinridge  having  pre- 
viously submitted  a  paper  on  the  state  of  the 
country,  it,  after  being  slightly  amended  on  his 
own  motion,  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

The  General  Assem'dy  of  the  Presbyterian  Chtirch  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  now  in  session  at  Columbus,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio : 

Considering  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  country  in  the 
midst  of  a  bloody  civil  war,  and  of  the  Church  agitated 
everywhere,  divided  in  sentiment  in  many  places,  and  opeidy 
assailed  by  schism  in  a  large  section  of  it;  considering, 
also,  the  dntj'  which  this  chief  tribunal,  met  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  glorified  S;iviour  of  sinners,  who  ia 
also  the  Sovereign  Ruler  of  all  things,  owes  to  Him,  otir 
He.ad  and  Lord,  and  to  His  flock  committed  to  our  charge, 
and  to  the  people  whom  we  are  commissioned  to  evangelize, 
and  to  the  civil  authorities  who  exist  by  His  appointment; 
do  hereby,  in  this  deliverance,  give  utterance  to  our  solemn 
convictions  and  our  deliberate  judgment,  touching  the  mat- 
ters herein  set  forth,  that  they  may  serve  for  the  guidance 
of  all  over  whom  the  Lord  Christ  has  given  us  any  office  of 
instruction,  or  any  power  of  government. 

I.  Peace  is  amongst  the  very  highest  temporal  blessings 
of  the  Church,  as  well  as  of  all  mankind ;  and  public  order 
is  one  of  the  first  necessities  of  the  spiritual  as  well  as  the 
civil  commonwealth.  Peace  has  been  wickedly  superseded 
by  war,  in  its  worst  form,  throughout  the  whole  land;  and' 
public  order  has  been  wickedly  superseded  by  rebellion, 
anarchy,  and  violence,  in  the  whole  Southern  portion  of  the 
Union.  All  this  has  been  brought  to  pass  in  a  disloyal  and 
traitorotis  attempt  to  overthrow  the  National  Government 
by  military  force,  and  to  dirido  the  nation,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  the  immense  majority  of  the  people  of  the  na^ 
tion,  and  without  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  majority  of 
the  people  in  whom  the  local  sovereignty  resided,  even  in 
the  States  which  revolted,  ever  authorized  any  such  pro- 
ceeding, or  ever  approved  the  fraud  and  violence  by  which 
this  horrible  treason  has  achieved  whatever  success  it  has 
had.  This  whole  treason,  rebellion,  anarchy,  fraud,  and 
violence,  is  utterly  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  natural  reli- 
gion and  morality,  and  is  plainly  condemned  by  the  revealed 
will  of  God.  It  is  the  clear  and  solemn  duty  of  the  Na- 
tional Government  to  preserve,  at  whatever  cost,  the  na- 
tional Union  and  Constitution,  to  maintain  the  laws  in  their 
supremacy,  to  crush  force  by  force,  and  to  restore  the  reign 
of  public  order  .and  peace  to  tho  entire  nation,  by  whatever 
lawful  means  that  are  necessary  thereunto.  And  it  is  the 
boimden  duty  of  the  people  who  compose  this  great  nation, 
each  one  in  his  several  place  and  degree,  to  uphold  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  every  State  Government,  and  all  per- 
sons in  authority,  whether  civil  or  military,  in  all  their 
lawful  and  proper  acts,  unto  the  end  herein  before  set  forth. 

II.  The  Church  of  Christ  has  no  authority  from  him  to 
make  rebellion,  or  to  cotinsel  treason,  or  to  favor  anarchy 
in  any  case  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  every  follower  of 
Christ  has  the  personal  liberty  bestowed  on  him  by  Christ, 
to  subnn't,  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  according  to  his  own  con- 
scientious sense  of  duty,  to  whatever  govermnent,  however 
bad,  under  which  his  lot  may  bo  cast.  But  while  patient 
suffering  for  Christ's  .sake  can  never  be  sinful,  treason,  re- 
bellion, and  anarchy  may  bo  sinful — most  generally,  per- 
lia])S,  are  sinful ;  and,  |)robably,  .are  always  and  necessarily 
sinfttl,  in  all  free  countries,  where  tho  power  to  change  the 
government  by  voting,  in  the  place  of  force,  which  existsaa 
a  common  right,  is  const ittifioiially  secured  to  the  people,  who 
are  sovereign.  If,  in  any  case,  treason,  rebellion,  and  an- 
archy can  possibly  bo  sinful,  tliey  are  so  in  the  case  now 
desolating  large  portions  of  this  nation,  and  laying  waste 
great  iiumliers  of  Christian  congregations,  and  fatally  ol>- 
strnctiiig  everv  good  word  and  work  in  those  regions.     To 


*  Then  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  True  WUnfjis.  which  con- 
taincil,  April  27,  ISfil,  this  paragraph,  quoted  in  Rev.  Dr. 
Stanton's  Clmrcli  and  Rebellion  : 

••  .Maryland  is  kindling  with  Southern  fire,  while  Balti- 
more has  stood  at  the  font  of  baptismal  Olood,  in  solemn 
covniant  for  the  Confederate  States;  and  Providence  ordered 
that  lliis  thrilling  deed, //ii.?  SfCiling OTi\\\i;\.Wi\  should  boon 
tlio  annivers.uy  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  Mass..  the 
ineiiiorable  Ifltliof  ,\pril.  Thus  the  same  day  beheld  the 
linst  blood  of  '76  and  of  '61 — fortunate  omen  of  tho  result." 
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the  Christian  people  scattered  thronghoiit  those  Htifortunate 
regions,  and  who  have  been  left  of  God  to  have  any  h.-mdin 
brmdng  on  these  terrible  calamities,  we  earnestly  address 
words  of  exhortation  and  rebuke,  as  unto  Ijrethreu  who 
have  sinned  exceedingly,  and  whom  God  calls  to  repent- 
ance by  fearful  judgments.  To  those  in  like  circumstances 
who  are  not  chargeable  with  the  sins  which  have  brought 
such  calamities  upon  the  land,  but  who  have  chosen,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  Christian  liberty,  to  stand  in  th(  ir  lot  and 
suffer,  we  address  words  of  aflectionate  sympathy,  praying 
God  to  bring  them  off  conquerors.  To  those  in  like  circum- 
stances, who  have  taken  their  lives  in  their  hands,  and 
risked  all  for  their  country  and  for  conscience'  sake,  we  say, 
we  love  such  with  all  our  heart,  and  bless  God  such  wit- 
nesses were  found  in  the  time  of  thick  darkness.  We  fear, 
and  we  record  it  with  great  grief,  that  the  Church  of  God, 
and  the  Christian  people,  to  a  great  extent,  and  throughout 
all  the  revolted  States,  have  done  many  things  that  ought 
not  to  have  been  done,  and  have  left  undone  much  that 
ought  to  have  been  done,  in  this  time  of  trial,  rebuke,  and 
blasphemy;  but  concerning  the  wide  schism  which  is 
reported  to  have  occurred  in  many  Southern  Synods,  this 
Assembly  will  take  no  action  at  this  time.  -It  declares, 
however,  its  fixed  purpose,  under  all  possible  circumstances, 
to  labor  for  the  extension  and  the  permanent  maintenance 
of  the  Church  under  its  care,  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  Schism,  so  far  as  it  may  exist,  we  hope  to  see 
healed.    If  that  cannot  be,  it  will  be  disregarded. 

III.  We  record  our  giatitude  to  God  for  the  prevailing 
unity  of  sentiment  and  general  internal  peace,  which  have 
characterized    the  Church  in   tlie   States  that  have   not 
revolted,  embracing  a  great  majority  of  the  ministers,  con- 
gregations, and  people  under  our  care.     It  may  still  be 
called,  with  emphasis,  a  loyal,  orthodox,  and  pious  Church ; 
and  all  its  acts  and  works  indicate  its  right  to  a  title  so 
noble.    Let  it  strive  for  divine  grace  to  nuiintain  that  good 
report.    In  some  respects,  the  interests  of  the  Church  of 
God  are  very  different  from  those  of  all  civil  institutions. 
Whatever  may  befall  this,  or  any  other  nation,  tlie  Church 
of  Christ  must  abide  on  earth,  triumphant  even  over  th(< 
gates  of  hell.    It  is,  therefore,  of  supremo  importance  that 
the  Church  shouldguard  itself  from  internal  alienations  and 
divisions,  founded  upon  questions  and  interests  that  are 
external  as  to  her,  and  which  ouglit  not  by  their  necessary 
workings  to  cause  her  fate  to  depend  on  the  fate  of  things 
less  important  and  less  enduting  than  herself.    Disturbers 
of  the  Church  ought  not  to  be  allowed :  especially  dis- 
turbers of  the  Church  in  States  that  never  revolted,  or  that 
have  been  cleared  of  armed  rebels :   distm-bers  w  ho,  under 
many  false  pretexts,  may  promote  discontent,  disloyalty, 
and  general  alienation,  tending  to  tliu  unsettling  of  )uin- 
isters,  to  local  schisms,  and  to  manifold  trouble.    Let  a 
spirit  of  quietness,  of  mutual  forbearance,  and  of  ready 
obedience  to  authority,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical, illustrate 
the  loyalty,  the  orthodoxy,  and  the  piety  of  tlie  Church. 
It  is  more  especially  to  ministerti  of  the  gospel, and  amongst 
them,  particularly  to  any  whoso  first  impressions  had  been, 
on  any  account,  favorable  to  the  tenible  military  revolu- 
tion which  has  been  attempted,  and  which  Go.Vs  providence 
has  hitherto  so  singularly   rebiiked,   that  these  decisive 
considerations  ouglit  to  be  addressed.    And  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Jesus  weoarnestly  exhort  all 
who  love  God,  or  fear  his  wrath,  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all 
counsels  and  suggestions  that  tend  towards  a  reaction 
favorable  to  disloyalty, schism,  or  disturbance  either  in  the 
Church  or  in  the  country.    There  is  hurdly  anything  more 
inexcusable  connected  with  the  frightful  conspiracy  against 
which  wo  testify  than  the  conduct  of  those  office-bearers 
anil  members  of  the  Church  who",  although  citizens  of  loyal 
States,  and  subject  to  the  control  of  loyal  Presbyteries  and 
Synods,  have  been  faithless  to  all  authority,  human  and 
divine,  to  which  they  owed  subjection.     Nor  should  any  to 
whom  this  deliverance  may  come  fail  to  bear  in  mind  that 
it  is  not  only  their  outward  conduct  concerning  which  they 
ought  to  take  heed;  but  it  is  also,  and  especially   their 
heart,  their  temper,  and  their  motives,  in  the  sight  of  Gi>d, 
and  towards  the  freo and heneflcent  civil  government  which 
he  has  blessed  us  withal, and  toward  the  spirit\ial  common- 
wealth to  which  they  are  subject  in  the  Lord.     In  all  these 
respects,  we  must  all  give  account  to  God  in  the  great  day. 
And  it  is  in  view  of  our  own  dread  responsibility  to  the 
J  udge  of  ipiick  and  dead  that  we  now  make  this  deliverance. 

The  vote  was — yeas  20G,  nays  20,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Robertson,  Crocker,  Lano,  S.  >I.  Campbell, 
G.udincr,  .hpues,  Hemington,  I'atton,  Jlaclise,  Lowrey,  Ile- 
roy.  McCauley,  Davidsun,  Stevenson,  Lowrie,  Stoddard, 
Slead,  MiDougall,  Sheddan,  I^ockwiioil,  Irving,  Macdonald, 
Hale 'Williamson,  . I.  Y.  .Mitchell,  Knighton,  Van  Wyck, 
Drwi'ie.;,  II.  II.  Welles,  Chester,  W.  M.  Wells,  .Inidiin, 
Breed,  .Mus^rave,  ChrisllaTi,  Ualsey,  Itelville,  J.  G.  Kalston, 
Kubii  t».  Smith,  Zahni/.er,  SliailTor,  Doolittle,  Grier,  brown, 
Niccolls,  Tnslin,  RosbonMigh,  Paxton,  Marshall,  Edfrar, 
Cumudns,  Morgan,  Coulter,  U.  Ditkbou,  Dickey,  McAboy, 


J.  W.  Scott,  Sloan,  Moffat,  Dalzell,  Iloge,  Wolcott,  M.  R. 
Miller,  W.  M.  Robinson,  James  Anderson,  Beer,  Kay,  John 
McLean,  Akey,  Kost,  Williams,  Kemper,  Reynolds,  Cortel- 
you,  McMillen,  Telford,  Matthews,  Morton,  Synimes.  A.  C. 
Allen,  Abbott,  Koutz,  Killcn,  Donaldson,  Palmer,  Uolliday, 
Wallace,  McFarland,  Dale,  Marquis,  Denny,  II.  Conover, 
Swan,  Chase,  Barr,  Osmond,  Thompson,  SD;iples,  Smiley, 
Monteith,  S.  Mitchell,  J.  A.  McKee,  Frothingham,  Boggs, 
C.  P.  Taylor,  Hughes,  Caldwell,  Bishop,  Woodward,  Coe, 
Mathes,  "James  Cameron,  R.  A.  Johnson,  Hogue,  Breckin- 
ridge, A.  Scott,  Boardman,  Ministers.  Messrs.  Kinnicut, 
Pierce,  Kelso,  Cook,  Curtis,  McNair,  Estabrook,  Van  Ken- 
ren,  Jo.seph  Banks,  Huntting,  Lord,  Belknap,  Belclier,  Mc- 
Farlane,  Picrson,  Woodruff,  Demarest,  Pniden,  Ilinchman, 
Easton,  Iluli-hizer,  Young,  Van  Gelder,  Collier,  Sargent, 
Combs,  Piper,  Weir,  J.  B.  Mitchell,  Ramsay,  E.  J.  Dickey, 
Gwin,  M.  C.  Grier,  Linn,  Gallaher,  Blair,  Reed,  Aden, 
Burchficld,  Ilosack,  Guthrie,  S.  G.  Miller,  Wilson,  T.  B. 
Wells,  Culberts(m,  A.  Cameron,  Craig,  Dvmcati,  L.  W.  Ral- 
ston, S.  Miller,  D.  Taylor,  True,  Burlingame,  Shaw,  Knowl- 
ton,  Ihiys,  Clark,  Chapin,  James  Miller,  J.  Robinson,  Lea- 
vitt,  Joseph  Anderson,  Wade,  Janvier.  Karr,  Inskcep,Pngh, 
Rainey,  ?I.  Wilson,  Hills,  Brooks,  Patterson,  Donnell,  Ray- 
burn,  Bell,  Wycoft",  Crosby,  Breeze,  Candee,  Chute,  Waters, 
Irwin.  Rodgers.  Elliott,  E.  McLean,  Garth,  Welch,  Waring, 
Ruling  Elders— 206. 

Nays— B.  R.  Allen,  Dumont,  Backus,  C.  Dickson,  Mc- 
Pheeters.  Forman,  S.  Robinson,  J.  L.  McKee,  Caldw^ell, 
Tuck,  Mi7iisfers.  Messrs.Comfort,  Canfield,  Kiikpatrick, Po- 
land, CD.  Campbell, Watt,  Vredenburg,Gauible,  Jacob  John- 
ston,  Tnnstall,  Raling  Elders — 20. 
Several  protests  were  made. 

GENER.\L    ASSEMBLY    OF    1863,    (OLD    SCHOOL.) 

May  21 — The  body  met  at  Peoria,  Illinois. 
June  1  —Dr.  Beatty,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bills  and  Overtures,  reported  : 

Overture  No.  16,  l>eing  a  request  from  the  Preebyteiy  of 
Saline  that  the  General  Assembly  solemnly  re-affirm  the 
t(^stimony  of  1818,  iu  regard  to  slavery  ;  the  committee 
report : 

The  Assembly  has,  from  tho  first,  uttered  its  sentiments 
on  tho  subject  of  slavery  in  substantially  tlie  same  lan- 
guage. The  action  of  1S18  was  taken  with  more  care, 
made  more  clear,  full,  and  explict,  and  v.'as  adopted  unani- 
mously. It  hiis  since  remained  that  true  and  scriptural 
deliverance  on  this  important  subject  by  whicli  our  church 
is  determined  to  abide.  It  has  never  been  repealed,  amend- 
ed, or  modified,  but  has  frequently  been  referred  to,  and 
reiterated  in  subsequent  Assemblies.  And  when  some 
persons  fancied  that  the  action  of  18-15  in  some  way  inter- 
fered with  it,  the  Assembly  of  1846  declared  with  much 
unanimity,  that  tho  action  of  184.")  v.-as  not  intended  to 
deny  or  rescind  the  testimony  on  the  subject,  previously 
uttered  by  General  Asssemblies;  and  by  these  deliverances 
we  still  abide. 

Dr.  Humphrey  moved  to  insert  the  word '« all " 
before  the  words,  "these  deliverances  we  still 
abide."  Lost.  His  motion  to  table  the  report 
was  lost;  and  it  was  then  adopted  without 
amendment. 

May  27 — Mr.  T.  H.  Nevin  moved  for  a  com- 
mittee of  three  to  cause  the  national  flag  to  be 
raised  over  the  church  edifice  where  the  As- 
sembly is  met.  A  motion  to  table  this  was 
lost— yeas  93,  nays  130,  not  voting,  1.  Refer- 
red to  a  select  committee :  Drs.  J.  M.  Lowrie, 
E.  P.  Humphrey,  Loyal  Young,  and  J.  I. 
Brownson ;  and  .Messrs*.  H.  H.  Leavitt,  H.  K. 
Clarke,  and  R.  Carter. 

May  30 — The  committee  reported. 
June  1 — Dr.  Humphrey  offered  a  substitute, 
which  was  read. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  ffd'opted — 
yeas  180,  nays  19,  not  voting  1,  as  follows  : 

Ye.^s— j'/mJs/cj-s- R.  A.  DoLancey,  II.  F.  llickok,  .T. 
Wood,  M.  S.  Goodall,  J.  Clehin<l,  AV.  D.  McKiid-y,  A.  T. 
Rankin,  I.  Faries,  A.  R.  Macoubiey,  J.  Lillle,  T.  M.  Gray, 
J.  Cory,  E.  E.  Rankin,  E.  C.  Wines,  W.  I'lnamr,  E.  P.  Ben- 
edict, G.  F.  Goodhue,  J.  J.  A.  Morgan,  G.  S.  Plundiy,  S.  S. 
Shediliin,  A.  D.  White,  R.  S.  .Manning,  E.  P.  ShieMs,  G.  S. 
Molt,  W.  !1.  Kirk,  W.  R.  Glen,  D.  Cook,  J.  Osmond,  M.  .1. 
llickok,  A.  W.  S|iroull,  W.  Blackwood,  .K.  Nevin,  W.  R. 
Work,  J.  Beggs,  J.  II.  Life,  J.  Thomas,  K.  C.  Galbraith,  G. 
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P.  Hays,  W.  C.  Cattell,  R.  McCachren,  J.  T.  Brown.  R.  J. 
Wilson,  W.  B.  Mcllvaine,  S.  Mclarren.  J.  S.  El.Icv,  G. 
W.  Mocblin,  Loyal  Young.  J.  W.  John-it.jn,  W.  M. 
Blackburn,  L.  L.  Conrad,  J.  I.  Brownson,  V>'.  B.  Kpelinp, 

C.  C.  Beatty,  J.  S.  Marquis,  W.  R.  Vincent,  G.  Carpenttr, 
J.  B.  Blaynoy,  S.  "Wilson,  J.  R.  Duncan,  J.  Rowland,  J.  E. 
Carson,  A.  J.  McMillan,  .T.  F.  Jennison,  V.  Noyes,  D.  S. 
Anderson,  J.  A.  Meeks,  J.  Wiseman,  E.  B.  Bower,  T.  E. 
Hughes,  L.  D.  Potter,  A.  B.  Gilliland,  J.  M.  Cross,  J.  Craw- 
ford, E.S.  Wi-lson,  D.  B.  Reed,  L.  G.  Hay,  J.  W  .McCluskv, 
J.  L.  Lo\frer,  J.  M.  Lowrie,  T.  Whallon,  H.  N.  Corljett,  J. 
Andrew,  J.  C.  Ilanna,  J.  Mack,  G.  W.  Ash.  J.  Worrell.  R. 
Framo,  R  Beer,  J.  Fleminp:,  11.  B.  Thayer,  J.  A.  Pratt, 
G.  Ainslie,  W.  Spear,  A.  S.  Marshall,  J.  L.  Wilson,  W.  E. 
Westervelt,  .1.  A.  Carothers,  H.  M  Giltncr,.  J.  M.  McElroy, 
W.  Wilson.  .T.  Leighton,  A.  Munson,  A.  Soott. 

Rulhiq  Ekl'rs—J.  C.  House,  J.  M.  Lasher,  A.  W.  Pacre, 
J.  H.  Millspaugh,  J.  S.  Purdy,  W.  R.  Post,  J.  Stuart.  J.  Dar- 
racli,  R.  Carter,  W.  L.  Wo'xl,  J.  Honeyman,  U.  Hedges.  W. 

D.  Sinclair,  E.  B.  Fuller,  J.  Mackey,  G.  Fuller,  G.  U.  Van 
Gelder.  M.  P.  Rue,  6.  Junkin,  Jr.,  S.  H.  Fulton,  R.  Graham, 
S.  E.  Weir,  R.  N.  Brown,  J.  A.  Christie,  W.  C.  Lawson,  .T. 
N.  Brown,  A.  Stirling,  Jr.,  George  Hencli.  R.  M.  .Tones,  J. 
P.  Tustin.  J.  Giffen,  J.  Culbertson,  J.  Barnett,  J.  Cochran, 
J.  McKee,  J.  Bovd,  C.  Byles,  T.  H.  Nevin,  J.  Vance,  T.  Mc- 
Kennan,  T.  S.  Milligan,  G.  B.  Johnston,  S.  Sharp.  W.  Munro, 
J.  Strine,  A.  G.  Brown,  H.  K.  Clarke,  H.  B.  Mver,  W.  B. 
Franklin,  0.  A.  Phelps,  H.  H.  Leavitt,  C.  Williams,  W. 
Mixer,  W.  McCuUoch,  J.  W.  Sprowle,  H.  T.  Roseman,  J.  C. 
Burt,  S.  Vannuys,  E.  Wright,  J.  T.  Eccles,  W.  Redick,  W. 
Slunro,  T.  Candor,  Charles  Crosby,  S.  Howe,  T.  Voorhees, 
R.  S.  Alexander.  J.  C.  Walker,  L.  Hoadly,  B.  P.  Baldwin,  J. 
A.  McAfee,  A.  M.  McPherson,  O.  W.  Lewis— Ayes,  ISO. 

Noes — Ministers— J.  P.  Knox,  L.  C.  Baker,  F.  Chandler, 
G.  S.  Inglis,  J.  A.  Quarles,  R.  Valentine,  H.  D.  X.  Nevius, 

E.  P.  Humphrey,  S.  M.  Bayless,  H.  M.  Scudder,  G.  K.  Per- 
kins. 

Rulir^  Elders— A.  B.  Conger,  S.  G.  Malone,  J.  Tate,  W. 
Rislej,  .'C  G.  Barrett,  R.  Miller,  E.  W.  Martin,  C.  Hubbard— 
Noes,  19. 

NON  iiQTTET — Minister — J.  P.  BIcMillan — 1. 

Total — Ayes,  180;  noes,  19;  non  liquet,  1. 

So  the  report  was  adopted.    It  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
which  proposed  to  raise  the  flag  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  building  in  which  the  Assembly  is  now  convened,  and 
to  report  in  respect  to  the  "  State  of  the  Country,"  respect- 
fully present  the  following  report: 

Your  Committee  believe  that  the  design  of  the  mover  of 
the  original  resolution,  and  of  the  large  majority,  who  ap- 
parently are  ready  to  vote  for  its  adoption,  is  simply  to  call 
forth  from  the  Assembly  a  significant  token  of  our  sym- 
pathy with  this  Government,  in  its  earnest  elTorts  to  sup- 
press a  rebellion,  that  now  for  over  two  years  has  wickedly 
stood  in  armed  resistance  to  lawful  and  beneficent  author- 
ity. But  as  there  are  many  among  us  who  are  undoubtedly 
patriotic ;  who  are  willing  to  express  any  righteous  prin- 
ciple to  which  this  Assembly  should  give  utterance,  touch- 
ing the  subjection  and  attachment  of  an  American  citizen 
to  the  Union  and  its  institutions;  who  love  the  flag  of  our 
country,  and  rejoice  in  its  successes  by  sea  and  by  land; 
and  who  yet  do  not  esteem  this  particular  act  a  testimonial 
of  loyalty  entirely  becoming  to  a  church  court, — and  as 
many  of  these  brethren,  by  the  pressing  of  tliis  vote,  would 
be  placed  in  a  false  position,  as  if  they  did  not  love  the 
Union,  of  which  that  flag  is  the  beloved  symbol,  your  Com- 
mittee deem  themselves  authorized,  by  the  subsequent  di- 
rection of  the  Assembly,  to  propose  a  different  action  to  be 
iidopted  by  this  venerable  court. 

It  is  well  known,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  General  As- 
sembly has  ever  been  reluctant  to  repeat  its  testimonies 
upon  "important  matters  of  public  interest:  but,  having 
given  utterance  to  carefully  considered  words,  is  content  to 
abide  calmly  by  its  recorded  deliverances.  Nothing  that 
this  Assembly  can  say  can  more  fully  express  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  rebellion  that  h.as  cost  so  much  blood  and  trea- 
sure; can  declare  in  plainer  terms  the  guilt  before  God  and 
man  of  those  who  have  inaugurated,  or  maintained,  or 
countenanced,  for  so  little  cause,  this  fratricidal  strife;  or 
can  more  impressively  urge  the  solemn  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to«ke  lawful  exercise  of  its  authority,  and  of  the 
people,  ea^i  in  his  several  place,  to  uphold  the  ci\il  author- 
ities, to  the  end  that  law  and  order  may  again  reign 
throughout  this  entire  nation— than  these  things  have 
already  been  done  by  previous  Assemblies.  Nor  need  this 
l)ody  declare  its  solemn  rebukes  towards  those  ministers 
aud'members  of  the  church  of  Christ,  who  have  aided  in 
bringing  on  .and  sustaining  these  immense  calamities;  or 
tender  our  kind  sympathies  to  those  who  are  overtaken  by 
troubles  they  could  not  avoid,  and  who  moijrn  and  weep  in 
eecret  places,  not  unseen  by  the  Father's  eye ;  or  reprove 
all  wilful  disturbers  of  the  public  peace;  or  exhort  those 
that  are  subject  to  our  cai-e  to  the  careful  discharge  of  | 


evTy  duty  tending  to  uphold  the  free  and  beneficont- 
Government  under  which  we  are.  and  this  specially  for 
conscience'  sake,  and  as  in  tha  sight  of  God— mor'^  than, 
in  regard  to  all  these  things,  the  General  Assembly  has 
made  its  solemn  deliverances,  since  these' troubl-s  began. 

But,  on  the  oiher  hand,  it  may  bo  well  for  this  General 
Assembly  to  reafliirm,  as  it  now  solemnly  does,  the  great 
principles  to  which  utterance  has  already  "been  given.  We 
do  this  the  more  readily,  because  our  beloved  church  may 
thus  be  understood  to  take  her  deliberate  and  well-chosen 
stand,  free  from  all  imputations  of  haste  or  excitement: 
bec^iuse  we  recognise  an  entire  harmony  between  the  du- 
ties of  the  citizen,  (especially  in  a  land  where  the  people 
frame  their  own  laws,  and  choose  their  own  rulers,)  and 
the  duties  of  the  Christian  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church; 
because,  indeed,  least  of  all  persons,  should  Christian  citi- 
zens even  seem  to  stand  back  from,  their  duty,  when  bad 
men  press  forward  for  mischief ;  and  because* a  true  love 
for  our  country,  in  her  times  of  peril,  should  forbid  us  to 
withhold  an  expression  of  our  attachment,  for  the  insuf- 
ficient reason  that  we  are  not  accustomed  to  repeat  our 
utterances. 

And  iiecause  there  are  those  among  us  who  have  scruples 
touching  the  propriety  of  any  deliverance  of  a  ehnrch- 
court  respecting  civil  matters,  this  Assembly  would  add, 
that  all  strifes  of  party  politics  should  indeed  be  banished 
from  our  ecclesiastical  assemblies,  and  from  our  pulpits; 
thiit  Christian  people  should  earnestly  guard  against  pro- 
moting piixtizan  divisions;  and  that  the  cUfliculty  of  accu- 
rately deciding,  in  some  cases,  what  are  general  and  what 
party  principles,  should  make  us  careful  in  our  judgments; 
but  that  our  duty  is  none  the  less  imperative  to  uphold  the 
constituted  authorities,  because  minor  delicate  questions 
may  possibly  be  involved.  Rather,  the  sphere  of  the  church 
is  Avider  and  moie  searching,  touching  matters  of  great 
public  interest,  than  the  sphere  of  tUo  civil  magistrate,  in 
t/iis  imp'irtant  respect — that  the  civil  authorities  can  take 
cognizance  only  of  overt  acts;  while  the  law  of  which  tho 
clnirch  of  God  is  tho  interpreter,  searches  the  heart,  makes 
every  man  subject  to  the  civil  authority,  for  conscii'Uce' 
sake,  and  declares  that  man  truly  guilty  who  allows  him- 
self to  be  alienated,  in  sympathy  and  feeling,  from  any 
la\\-ful  duty,  or  who  does  not  conscientiously  prefer  the 
welfare,  and  especially  the  preservation  of  the  Government, 
to  any  party  or  partizan  ends.  Officers  may  not  always 
command  a  citizen's  confidence;  measures  may  by  him  be 
deemed  unwise ;  earnest,  lawful  efforts  may  be  made  for 
changes  he  may  think  desirable ;  but  no  causes  now  exist 
to  vindicate  the  disloyalty  of  American  citizens  towaids 
the  United  States  Government. 

The  General  Assembly  would  not  withhold  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  that  expression  of  cordial 
sympathy  which  a  loyal  people  should  offer.  We  believe 
that  God  has  afforded  us  ample  resources  to  suppress  this 
rebellion,  and  that,  Avith  his  blessing,  it  will  ere  long  be  ac- 
complished. We  would  animate  those  who  are  discouraged 
by  the  continuance  and  fluctuations  of  these  costly  strifes, 
to  remember  and  rejoice  in  the  supreme  government  of  our 
God,  w-ho  often  leads  through  perplexity  and  darkness.  We 
%vould  exhort  to  penitence  for  all  our  national  sins,  to  so- 
briety and  humbleness  of  mind  before  the  Great  Ruler  of 
all,  and  to  constant  prayerfulness  for  the  divine  blessing; 
and  we  would  entreat  our  people  to  beware  of  all  schemes 
implying  resistance  to  the  lawfully-constituted  authorities, 
by  any  other  means  than  are  recognised  as  lawful  to  be 
opeuly  prosecuted.  And  as  this  Assembly  is  ready  to  de- 
tliiro  our  unalterable  attachment  and  adherence  to  the 
Union  established  by  our  fathers,  and  our  unqualified  coi>- 
demnation  of  the  rebellion ;  to  proclaim  to  the  world  the 
United  States,  one  and  undivided,  as  our  country;  the  law- 
fully chosen  rulers  of  the  land,  our  rulers;  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  our  civil  government,  and  its  honored 
flag,  our  tlag;  and  to  affirm  that  we  are  bound,  in  the  truest 
and  strictest  fidelity,  to  the  duties  of  Christian  citizens 
under  a  government  that  has  strown  its  blessings  ^vith  a 
profuse  hand,  your  Committee  .^■'commend  th.at,  as  the 
trustees  of  this  church,  concurring  in  the  desire  of  many 
members  of  this  Assembly,  have  displayed  from  this  edifice 
the  American  flag,  the  symbol  of  national  protection,  unity, 
and  liberty,  the  particular  action  contemplated  in  the  orig- 
inal resolution  be  no  further  urged  upon  the  attention  of 
this  body. 

Dr.  Hickok  moved  now  to  adopt  tho  paper  of  Dr.  Hun>- 
phrey. 

On  this  question  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called,  with  the 
following  result: 

Ay^s,— Ministers— Vi.  A.  De  Lancey,  H.  F.  Hickok,  J. 
Wood,  M.  S.  Goodale,  J  Cleland,  W.  D.  McKjnIey,  A.  T. 
Rankin,  I.  Faries,  A.  R.  Macoubrey,  J.  Lillia,  T.  il.  Gray, 
J.  Cory,  E.  E.  Rankin,  B  C.  Wines,  W.  Phraner,  E.  t>. 
Benedict,  G.  F.  Goodhue,  J.  P.  Knox,  G.  S.  Plumley,  S.  is. 
Sheddau,  A.  D.  White,  R.  S.  llanning,  E.  P.  ^^hiolds,  G.  S. 
Mott,  W.  U.  Kirk,  W.K.  Glen,  iX  Cook,  J .  Osiuond,  M.J. 
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flicbok,  L.  C.  Baker,  F.  Chandler,  A.  W.  Sproull,  'W.  Black- 
■wood,  A.  Kevin,  W.  R.  Work,  J.  Beggs,  J.  H.  M.  Kn..x,  J. 
C.  Thompson,  A.  De  Witt,  0.  W.  btewnrt,  S  Jl.  Moore,  D. 
H.  Barron,  W.  Life,  J.  Thomas,  R.  C.  Galbiaith,  G.  P.  Hays, 
W.  C  Cattell,  R.  xMcCachren,  F.  T  Brown,  R.  F.  Wilson, 
W.  B.  Mcllvaiae,  R.  Lea,  S.  McFarreu,  J.  tf.  Elder,  G.  W. 
Mechlin,  L.  Young,  J.  W.  Jolinston,  W.  M.  Blackburn,  L. 
L.  Conrad,  J.  I  Brownson,  W.  B.  Keeling,  C.  0.  Beatty, 
J.  S.  Marquis,  W.  R.  Vincent,  Q.  Carpenter,  J.  B.  Blayney, 
6  Wilson,  J.  R.  Duncan,  J.  B.  Carson,  A.  J.  MciUllau,  J.  F. 
Jenuison,  V.  Novee,  D.  S.  Anderson,  J.  A.  Meeks,  J.  Wise- 
man, E.  B.  Bow.T,  T.  E.  Hughes,  L.  D.  Putter,  A.  B.  Gilli- 
land.  J.  M.  Cross,  J.  Crawford,  D.  B.  Reed,  L.  G.  Hay,  J. 
W.  McCluskev,  J.  L.  Lower,  J.  M.  Lowrie,  T.  Whalloii,  H. 
1.1.  Corbott,  J.  Andrew,  J.  C.  Hanna,  J.  Muck,  G.  W.  Ash,  J. 
Worrell,  G.  S.  Iiiglis,  R.  Frame,  R.  Beer,  J.  Fleming,  H.  B. 
Thayer,  F.  A.  Pratt,  G.  Amslie,  W.  Spe'.-r,  A.  ^?.  Marshall, 

A.  Caldwell,  J.  L  Wilson,  W.  E.  Westervelt,  J.  A.  Caroth- 
era,  U.  M.  Giltner,  J.  M.  McElroy,  J.  A.  Quarles,  J.  Leigh- 
ton,  A.  Munson,  J.  P.  McMillan,  R.  Valentine.  H.  V.  D. 
Nevius,  E.  P.  Humphrev,  S  M.  Bayless,  U,  M.  Scudder,  G. 
K..  Perkins,  and  A.  Scott. 

Ruling  Elders — J.  C.  House,  J.  M.  Lasher,  A.  W.  Page, 
J.  H.  Mill.'-paugh,  J.  S.  Purdy,  W.  R.  I'oet,  J.  Stuart,  A.  B. 
Conger.  J.  Darrach,  K.Carter,  W.  L.  Wood,  .1.  H' neyman, 
H.  Hedges,  W.  D.  Sinclair,  E.  B.  Fuller.  J.  Mackey,  G. 
Fuller,  G.  H.  Van  Gelder,  M.  P.  Rue,  G.  Junkin,  Jr.,  S.  U. 
i'ulton,  R.  Graham,  S.  E.  Weir,  R.  >.'.  Brown,  J.  A.  Chris- 
tie, W.  C.  Lawson,  J.  N.Brown,  A.  Stirling,  Jr.,  J.  Claik, 
George  Houch,  R.  M.  Jones,  J.  P.  Tustiu,  J.  Giffen,  J.  Cul- 
bertson.  J.  Barnett,  J.  Cochran,  J.  McKee.  J.  Bovd,  C. 
Byle.s,  T.  H.  Nevin,  J.  Van;e,  T.McKeunan,  T.  S.  MiUigan, 
G.  B.  J"hnston,  3.  Sliarp,  J.  W.  Robinson,  William  Jiunro, 
M.  Scott,  R.  Kerr,  J.  Strine,  A.  Q.  13rown.  H.  K.  Clarke,  H. 

B.  Myer,  W.  B.  Franklin,  C.  A.  I'helps,  U.  H  Leavitt,  C. 
Williams.  W.  Mi.ter,  W.  McCulloch,  J.  W.Sprowle,  H.  T. 
Ruseman,  J.  C.  Curt,  S.  Vannuys,  E.  Wright,  J.  T.  Eci-les, 
W.  Redick.  S.  G.  Malone,  W.  Munro.T.  Candor,  C.  Crosby, 
8.  Howt,  T.  Voorhees,  R  S.  Alexander,  J.  C.  Walker,  L. 
floaUlev.  B.  P.Baldwin,  J.  Tate.  W  Rislev.J.  A.  McAfee, 
A.  M.  Mcpherson,  J.  G.  Barrett,  R.  Miller,  G.  W.  Lewis,  E. 
W.  Ma:  tin,  and  C.  Hubbard— Ayes,  206. 

Noes — Minister — E.  S.  Wilson,  1. 

Kos  LIQUET — Minister— 3.  Rowland,  1, 

Total — Ayes,  2U6;  noes,!;  non  liquet,!. 

The  paper  cf  Dr.  Humphrey  was  therefore  adopted.  It 
is  as  foil  jws : 

The  General  Assembly  of  1801  adopted  a  minute  on  the 
state  of  the  church  and  the  country.  The  Assembly  of 
1SG2  uttered  a  more  formal  and  comprehensive  deliverance. 
In  the  meantime,  a  certain  number,  perhaps  the  larger 
portion  uf  the  Presbyteries  ami  Synods,  have  expressed 
their  judgments  on  the  same  subject.  This  General  As- 
gemb  y  is  persuaded  that  the  office- bearers  and  members 
of  this  cburch,  within  the  Presbyteries  represented  here, 
are,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  united  in  a  strict  and  true 
allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  they  are,  as  a  body,  loyal  both  to 
the   church  and  the  civil  governmeut  as  ordinances    of 

This  General  Assembly  contents  itself,  on  that  part  of  the 
BUbject,  by  cnjo)ning  upon  all  the  people  of  God,  who  ac- 
knowledge this  church  as  their  church,  to  uphold,  accord- 
ing asGud  shall  give  thorn  strength,  the  auihority  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land,  in  Ibis  t:mo  of  supreme 
national  peril.  But  this  Assembly  wor.l.i  most  distinctly 
and  solemnly  inculcate  upon  all  its  people  the  dutyof  hum- 
bly confessing  before  God  the  great  uuworlhiuess,  and  the 
many  sins  of  the  people  of  this  land,  and  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  holiness  and  justice  of  the  Almighty  in  the  present 
visitation.  He  is  righteous  in  all  His  ways,  and  holy  in  all 
His  works.  We  exhort  our  brethren  to  seek  the  gilt  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  by  prayer  and  confession  and  ropcutance,  so 
that  the  anger  of  the  Lord  may  be  turned  away  from  us, 
and  tbat  the  spirit  of  piety  may  become  not  less  predomi- 
nant and  vital  in  the  churches  than  the  spirit  of  an  awak- 
ened patriotism. 

And  tins  Assembly,  connecting  the  experience  of  our 
present  trials  with  the  remembrance  o!  th^se  through 
which  the  church  has  passed,  does  now  recall  and  adopt  the 
SiLtiineuts  of  our  fathers  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  as 
thesi  are  expressed  for  substance  in  the  Solemn  Leaijue 
and  Covenant  of  1643  :  "And  because  the  people  of  this 
land  are  guilty  of  many  sins  and  provocations  against  God, 
and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  as  is  mauuest  by  our  present 
distresses  aud  dangers,  the  fruits  thereof,  we  jirofess  and 
d,?clare  before  God  and  the  world  our  unfeigned  desire  to 
be  iMmbled  for  our  own  sins  and  the  sins  of  the  people, 
especially  that  we  have  not,  as  we  ought,  valued  the  ines- 
timable benefit  of  the  gospel,  nor  laboured  for  the  purity ' 
and  powor  thereof;  and  that  we  have  not,  as  we  ought, 
endeavoured  to  receive  Christ  in  our  hearts,  nor  to  walk 
worthy  of  him  in  our  lives,  which  are  the  cause  of  other 
Ellis  and  transgressions  so  much  abounding  among  us;  aud 
oO 


our  true  and  unfeigned  purpose,  desire,  and  endeavour  for 

ourselves,  and  all  others  under  our  charge,  both  in  public 
and  private,  in  all  duties  we  owe  to  God  and  man,  to  amend 
our  lives,  and  each  one  to  go  before  another  in  the  example 
of  a  real  reformation,  that  the  Lord  may  turn  away  His 
wrath  and  heavy  indignation,  and  establish  the  church  and 
the  land  in  truth  and  peace." 

OKNEKAL   ASSEMBLY   OF    1864,    (OLD    SCHOOL.) 

May  19 — The  body  met  at  Newark,  N.  J. 

May  20 — Hon.  Stanley  Matthews,  of  Cincin- 
nati, from  the  Committee  on  Bills  and  Over- 
tures— which  consisted  of  Drs.  W.  L.  Breckin- 
ridge, J.  M.  Krebs-,  J.  Greenleaf,  J.  Kirkpat- 
rick,  J.  V.  Reynolds,  A.  S.  MacMaster^  J.  D, 
Paxton,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  J.  Porter,  J.  A. 
Steele,  and  Ruling  Elders  R.  Carter,  T.  Charl- 
ton rtenry,  A.  G.  McCandless,  S.  Matthews, 
and  J.  Y.  Allison — made  a  report,  which  wa3 
amended  in  a  few  particulars  and  adopted  witU 
almost  entire  unanimity,  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  report : 

Overture  No.  12,  from  the  Presbytery  of  Newton,  reciting 
the  former  deliverances  of  the  General  Assembly  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  this  country,  and  the  duty  of  emanci- 
pation, and  asking  this  General  Assembly  to  take  such 
action  as  in  their  wisdom  seems  proper  to  meet  the  present 
aspects  of  human  bondage  in  our  country,  and  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following: 

In  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  solemn  and 
momentous  c.rcumstances  of  our  times,  the  state  of  onr 
country,  and  the  condition  of  our  church,  demand  a  plain 
declaration  of  its  sentiments  upon  the  question  of  slavery, 
in  view  of  its  present  aspects  in  this  country. 

From  the  earliest  period  of  our  church,  the  General  As- 
sembly delivered  unequivocal  testimonies  upon  this  subject, 
which  it  will  be  ])rofitable  now  to  re-affinn. 

In  the  year  17s",  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, in  view  of  movements  then  on  foot  looking  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  highly  approving  of  them,  decl.ared 
that  "  iua-sniuch  as  men  introduced  from  a  servile  state  to 
a  participation  of  all  the  privileges  of  ci\il  society,  without 
a  proper  education,  and  without  previous  habits  of  indus- 
try, may  be,  in  many  respects,  dangerous  to  the  commu- 
nity, therefore  they  earnestly  recommend  to  all  the  mem- 
bers belonging  to  their  communion  to  give  these  persons, 
who  are  at  present  held  in  servitude,  such  good  education 
as  to  prepare  them  for  the  better  enjoyment  of  freedom." 

*  *  *  "And  finally,  they  recommend  it  to  all  their 
people  to  lUio  the  mo»t  prudent  measures  consistent  ■with 
the  interest  and  the  state  of  civil  society  in  the  countries 
where  they  live  to  procure  eventually  the  final  abohtion  of 
slavery  in  America." 

In  179.5,  tlie  General  Assembly  "  assured  all  the  churches 
under  their  care,  that  they  view  with  the  deepest  concern 
any  vestiges  of  slavery  which  may  exist  in  our  country." 

In  1815  the  following  record  was  made: 

"The  General  Assembly  have  repeatedly  declared  their 
cordial  approbation  of  those  principles  of  civil  liberty  which 
appear  to  be  recognized  by  the  Federal  and  State  Govern- 
ments in  these  United  States.  They  have  expressed  their 
regret  that  the  slavery  of  the  Africans  and  of  their  descend- 
ants still  continues  in  so  many  places,  and  even  among 
those  within  the  pale  of  the  church,  and  have  urged  the 
Presbyteries  under  their  care  to  adopt  such  meiisures  as 
will  secure,  at  least  to  tlie  rising  generation  of  slaves, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  church,  a  religious  education,  that 
they  may  be  prepared  for  the  exercise  and  enjoyment  of 
liberty  when  God  in  his  providence  may  open  a  door  for 
their  emancipation." 

The  action  of  the  General  Assembly  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  year  181S  is  unequivocal,  and  so  well  known 
that  it  need  not  be  recited  at  length.  The  following  ex- 
tracts, however,  we  regard  as  applicable  to  our  present  cir- 
cumstances, and  proper  now  to  be  reiterated : 

"  We  consider  the  voluntary  enslaving  of  one  portion  of 
the  human  race  by  another  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  most 
precious  and  sacred  rights  of  human  nature,  aa  utterly  in- 
consistent with  the  law  of  God,  which  requires  us  to  lovo 
our  neighbor  as  omselvos, and  as  totally  irreconcilable  with 
the  spirit  and  principles  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  which  en- 
joins that  '  all  things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should 
do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them.'  Slavery  creates  a  parar 
dox  in  the  moral  system.  It  exhibits  rational,  moral,  and 
accountable  beings  in  such  circumstances  as  scarcely  to 
leave  them  the  power  of  moral  action.  It  exhibits  them 
as  dependent  on  the  will  of  others,  whether  they  shall  re- 
ceive religious  instruction,  whether  they  shall  know  and 
worship  the  true  God,  whether  they  shall  enjoy  thaordi* 
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nancfls  of  the  gospel,  whether  they  shall  perform  the  duties 
and  cherish  the  endearments  of  husbands  and  wives, 
parents  aud  children,  neighbors  and  friends ;  whether  they 
shall  preserve  their  chastity  and  purity,  or  regard  the  dic- 
tates of  justice  aud  humanity.  Such  are  some  of  the  con- 
sequences of  slavery — consequences  not  imaginary,  but 
which  connect  themselves  with  its  very  existence. 

"From  tliis  view  of  the  consequences  resulting  from  the 
practice,  into  which  Chi-istian  people  have  most  inconsist- 
ently fallen,  of  enslaving  a  portion  of  their  brethren  of 
mankind,  it  is  manifestly  the  duty  of  all  Christians,  who 
enjoy  the  light  of  the  present  day,  when  the  inconsistency 
of  slavery,  both  with  the  dictates  of  humanity  aud  of  re- 
ligion, has  been  demonstrated,  and  is  generally  seen  and 
acknowledged,  to  use  their  honest,  earnest,  and  unwearied 
endeavors  to  correct  the  errors  of  former  times,  and,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  to  efface  this  blot  on  our  holy  religion, 
and  to  obtain  the  complete  abolition  of  slavery  throughout 
Christendom,  and  if  possible  throughout  the  world." 

They  earnestly  exhorted  those  portions  of  the  Church 
where  the  evil  of  slavery  had  been  entailed  upon  them,  '■  to 
continue,  and,  if  possible,  to  increase  their  exertions  to 
efl'ect  a  total  abolition  of  slavery,  and  to  suffer  no  greater 
delay  to  take  place  in  this  most  interesting  concern  than  a 
regard  to  public  welfare  truly  and  indispensably  demands;" 
and  declare  "  that  our  country  ought  to  be  governed  in  this 
matter  by  no  other  consideration  than  an  honestand  impar- 
tial regard  to  the  happinessof  the  injured  party,  uninllueuoed 
by  the  expense  or  inconvenience  which  such  a  regard  may  in- 
volve :"  warning  "  all  who  belong  to  our  denomination  of 
Christians  against  unduly  extending  this  plea  of  necessity ; 
against  making  it  a  cover  for  the  love  and  practice  of 
slavery,  or  a  pretence  for  not  using  efforts  that  are  lawful 
and  practicable  to  extinguish  this  evil." 

Such  were  tlie  early  and  unequivocal  instructions  of  our 
Clmrch.  It  is  not  necessary  too  minutely  to  inquire  how 
faithful  and  obedient  to  these  lessons  and  warnings  those 
to  whom  they  were  addressed  have  been.  It  ouglit  to  bo 
acknowledged'that  wo  have  all  much  to  confess  and  lament 
as  to  our  short-comings  in  this  respect.  W aether  a  strict 
and  careful  application  of  this  advice  would  liave  rescued 
the  country  from  the  evil  of  its  condition,  and  the  dangers 
which  have  since  threatened  it,  is  known  to  the  Omniscient 
alone.  Whilst  we  do  not  believe  that  the  present  judg- 
ments of  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  Almighty  and  Right- 
eous Governor,  have  been  inflicted  solely  in  punishment  for 
our  continuance  in  this  sin;  yet  it  is  our  judgment  that  the 
recent  events  in  our  history,  and  the  present  condition  of 
our  Churcli  and  country  furnish  m  inilost  tokens  th.it  ilie 
time  has  at  lengtli  come,  in  the  providence  of  God,  ivhen  it  is 
His  will  that  every  vesligeof  human  slavery  avioiig  us  should 
be  effaced,  and  titat  every  C/irislian  man  should  address  him- 
self withindustry  and  earnestness  to  his  appropriate  part  in 
the  perfonnaticc  of  this  great  duty. 

Whatever  excuses  for  its  postponement  may  heretofore 
have  existed,  no  longer  avail.  When  the  country  was  at 
peace  within  itself,  and  the  Church  w;is  unbroken,  many 
consciences  were  perplexed  in  the  presence  of  this  great 
evil,  for  the  want  of  an  adequate  remedy.  Slavery  was  so 
formidably  intrenched  behind  the  ramparts  of  personal  in- 
terests and  prejudices,  that  to  attack  it  with  a  view  to  its 
speedy  overthrow  appeared  to  be  attacking  tUo  very  exist- 
ence of  the  social  order  itself,  and  was  characterized  as  the 
inevitable  introduction  of  an  anarchy,  worse  iu  its  conse- 
quences than  the  evil  for  which  it  seemed  to  be  the  only 
cure.  But  the  folly  and  weakness  of  men  have  been  the 
illustrations  of  God's  wisdom  and  power.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  most  incomprehensible  infatuation  of  wicked- 
ness, those  who  were  most  deeply  interested  in  the  perpet- 
uation of  slavery  havetaken  away  every  motive  for  its  further 
tolcratioji. 

The  spirit  of  American  slavery,  not  content  with  its  de- 
fences to  bo  found  in  the  laws  of  the  States,  the  provisions 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  pi  ejudices  in  favor  of  ex- 
isting institutions,  and  the  fear  of  change,  has  taken  arms 
against  law,  organized  n  bloody  rebellion  against  the  na- 
tional authority,  made  formidable  Avar  upon  the  Federal 
Union,  and  in  order  to  Ibund  an  empire  upon  the  corner- 
Btono  of  slavery,  threatens  not  only  our  existence  as  a  peo- 
ple, but  theanaihilation  of  the  principles  of  free  Christian 
government;  and  thus  has  rendered  the  continuance  of 
negro  slavery  incompatible  with  the  preservation  of  our 
own  lilierty  and  independence. 

In  the  struggle  of  the  nation  for  existence  against  this 
powerful  and  wicked  treason,  tlio  highest  executive  author- 
ities have  proclaimed  tlie  abolition  of  slavery  within  most 
of  the  Reliel  States,  and  decreed  its  extinction  by  military 
force.  They  have  enlisted  those  formerly  held  as  slaves  to 
be  soldiers  in  the  national  ainiies.  They  have  taken  meas- 
ures to  organize  the  labor  of  the  freedmen,  and  instituted 
measures  for  their  support  and  government  in  their  new 
condition.  It  is  tlie  President's  declared  policy  not  to  con- 
sent to  the  reorganization  of  civil  govurnmeut  within  the 
seceded  States  upon  any  other  basis  thau  that  of  emanci- 


pation.   In  the  loyal  States  where  slavery  has  not  been 

abolished,  measures  of  emancipation,  in  different  stages  of 
progress,  have  been  set  on  foot,  and  are  near  their  consum- 
mation ;  and  propositions  for  an  amendment  to  the  Federal 
Constitution,  prohibiting  slavery  in  all  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, are  now  pending  in  the  national  Congress.  So  that, 
in  our  present  situation,  the  interests  of  peace  and  of  social 
order  are  identified  with  the  success  of  the  cause  of  eman- 
cipation. The  difficulties  which  formerly  seemed  insur- 
mountable, in  the  providence  of  God,  appear  now  to  be 
almost  removed.  The  most  formidable  remaining  obstacle, 
we  think,  will  be  found  to  be  the  unwillingness  of  the 
human  heart  to  see  and  accept  the  trutli  against  the  preju- 
dices of  habit  and  of  interest;  and  to  act  towards  those 
who  have  been  heretofore  degraded  as  slaves,  with  the  char- 
ity of  Christian  principle  in  the  necessary  efforts  to  im- 
prove and  elevate  them. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  its  former  testimonies  upon  the  sub- 
ject, the  General  Assembly  does  hereby  devoutly  express 
its  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  having  overruled 
the  wickedness  and  calamities  of  the  rebellion,  so  as  to 
work  out  the  deliverance  of  our  country  from  the  evil  and 
guilt  of  slavery ;  its  earnest  desire  for  the  extirpation  of 
slavery,  as  the  root  of  bitterness  from  which  has  sprung 
rebellion,  war,  and  bloodshed,  and  the  long  list  of  horrors 
tliat  follow  in  their  train ;  its  earnest  trust  that  the 
thorough  removal  of  this  prolific  source  of  evil  and  harm 
will  be  speedily  followed  by  the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  the  return  of  peace,  union  and  fraternity,  and 
abounding  prosperity  to  the  whole  land ;  and  recommend 
to  all  in  our  communion  to  labor  honestly,  earnestly,  and 
unweariedly  in  their  respective  spheres  for  this  glorious 
consummation,  to  which  human  justice.  Christian  love, 
national  peace  and  prosperity,  every  earthly  and  every  re- 
ligious interest,  combine  to  pledge  them. 

ATTEMPTED  CENSURE  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY'S  ACTIOW. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  New  York, 
in  Jersey  City,  in  October,  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  were  introduced  by  Rev. 
Henry  J.  Vnn  Dyke,  of  Brooklyn,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  first  day  of  the  session.  They  refer 
to  the  recent  action  of  the  Old  School  General 
Assembly,  held  in  the  city  of  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  in  May  last: 

IVhereas,  The  General  Assembly  of  1S64,  in  its  action  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  has  fully  endorsed  "the  President's 
declared  policy  not  to  consent  to  tlio  reorganization  of  civil  . 
government  in  the  seceded  States  upon  any  other  basis 
than  that  of  emancipation; '  affirming  that  the  said  policy 
is  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  God,  and  that  all  in  our 
communion  are  pledged  by  every  earthly  and  every  relig- 
ious interest  to laborunweariedlyintheirreapective spheres 
for  its  consummation ; 

And  whereas.  The  Assembly  has  virtually  exerted  its  in- 
fluence in  supportof  that  political  party  which  has  selected 
the  President  for  its  candidate,  aud  adopted  his  declared 
policy  as  its  platform  in  the  approaching  Presidential  elec- 
tion ; 

And  whereas.  In  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  McPheeters, 
the  Assembly  did  apparently  sanction  the  interference  of 
the  secular  power  with  the  spiritual  affairs  of  our  churches, 
the  enforcement  of  political  test  oaths  as  a  qualification  for 
members  sitting  in  our  church  courts,  and  the  proscription 
of  Christiau  ministers,  against  whom  there  is  no  charge  of 
heresy  or  crime,  upon  the  ground  that  they  entertain,  or 
are  supposed  to  entertain,  certain  political  opinions ;  there- 
fore. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Synod,  while  disavowing  for  iteelf  all 
intention  of  entering,  directly  or  indirectly,  into  the  polit- 
ical contests  of  the  day,  does  solemnly  affirm  aud  de- 
clare— 

\.  That  according  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Presbyterian  Churcli  the  General  Assembly  has 
authority  "  to  handle  or  conclurle  nothing  but  that  which 
is  ecclesiastical;"  that  it  has  no  right  '"to  intermeddle  with 
civil  affairs  which  concern  the  Commonwealth,  unless  by 
way  of  humble  petition  in  cases  extraordinary,  or  by  way 
of  advice  for  satisfaction  of  conscience,  if  thereunto  re- 
quired by  the  civil  magistrate;"  [Confession  of  Faith,  ch. 
xxxi,  sec.  4,]  that  its  "power  is  wholly  moral  or  spiritual, 
and  that  only  ministerial  and  declarative;"  that  the  limits 
within  which  this  ministerial  and  declarative  power  may 
be  lawfully  exercised  are  clearly  defined  in  ch.  xii  of 
our  Form  of  Government;  and  that  all  acts  and  declara- 
tions of  the  Assembly  which  are  contrary  to,  or  aside  from, 
these  limits  are  null  and  void. 

2.  That  all  interference  of  civil  magistrates  or  military 
commanders  with  the  spiritual  affairs  of  our  clmrclies — 
whether  to  destroy  or  restrict  the  right  of  the  pcojile  to 
choose  their  own  religious  teachers,  to  define  the  qualiflca- 
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tion  of  members  of  our  church  courts,  or  to  prescribe  to 
ministprs  the  doctrine  they  shall  preach  or  the  prayers 
tliey  shall  offer  to  God — is  a  violation  of  the  true  principles 
of  religious  liberty,  and  an  iuvai^ion  of  the  prerogatives  of 
Jesus  Christ,  who  aloue  is  head  of  the  church.  [See  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  ch.  xxiii,  sec.  3.] 

3.  That  the  bond  of  union,  the  measure  of  obligation, 
and  the  charter  of  ecclesiastical  rights  for  all  the  raiuisters 
and  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  is  the  Word  of 
God  as  expounded  and  summed  up  in  our  Confession  of 
Faith,  Form  of  Government,  Book  of  Discipline,  Catechisms, 
and  Directory  for  Worship;  and  that  no  minioteror  church 
member  can  be  Lawfully  impeached  or  proscribed,  except 
npon  conviction  of  heresy  or  crime  according  to  the  rules 
therein  provided. 

4.  That  the  appropriate  business  of  Christ's  ambassadors 
is  to  preach  the  Gospel  for  i  ho  conversion  of  sinners  and 
the  edification  of  saints  in  their  most  holy  taitli,  and  that 
for  our  ministers  to  devote  themselves  unweariedly  in  their 
respective  spheres  to  the  consummation  of  the  declared 
policy  of  any  political  party,  would  be  unwise,  unscrip- 
tural,  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  church  and  of 
Baciety,  and  a  dereliction  from  their  divine  commission,  in 
the  discharge  of  which  they  are  taught  by  inspired  precept 
and  example  to  "  know  nothing  but  Jesus  Christ  and  him 
crucified." 

After  considerable  debate  the  subject  was 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee.  The  com- 
mittee were  Rev.  Drs.  Krebs,  Imbrie,  and 
Snodgrass ;  Rev.  Mr.  Knox  and  Elders  Wilkin, 
Beard  and  Hubbell. 

Two  reports  were  made — the  majority  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Krebs,  the  minority  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Knox,  for  himself. 

THE    MAJORITT    REPORT. 

The  preamble  of  the  paper  submitted  liy  Mr.  Van  Dyke 
not  only  invokes  this  Synod  improperly  to  arraign  the  late 
General  Assembly,  and  to  hoUl  it  up  to  censure  and  re- 
proach, but  it  is  also  an  entire  misrepresentation  of  the 
language,  spirit,  and  intent,  of  the  declarations  of  that  body 
in  regard  to  slavery,  to  the  attitude  and  aspect  of  Divine 
Providence  towards  it,  and  to  the  relation  and  dutj'  of  the 
Church  thereto  at  this  time ;  and  is  also  a  misrepresenta- 
tion of  the  Assembly's  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
McPheeters,  an  J  of  tha  grounds  thereof  as  set  forth  by  the 
Assembly  itself;  because,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod, 
it  was  not  the  intention,  and  is  not  the  legitimate  effect  of 
the  Geneeal  Assemljly's  action  on  slavery  to  determine  what 
policy  ought  to  bo  pursued  by  any  Administration  in  the 
reorganization  of  civil  goverument  in  the  seceded  States, 
nor  to  endorse  any  of  the  candidates  for  election  to  the 
office  of  Presidency  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  express 
any  approbation  nor  disapprobation  of  any  of  the  political 
parties  existing  in  these  States,  nor  to  give  any  intimation 
to  ministers  or  church  members  that  they  should  labor  or 
vote  for  the  success  of  one  party  rather  than  another. 

And  further,  because  in  the  case  of  Rev.  Dr.  McPheeters 
the  Assembly,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod,  gave  no  sanc- 
tion whatever  to  the  interference  of  the  secular  power  with 
the  sjiiritual  affairs  of  our  churches:  neither  did  the  As- 
sembly sanction  the  proscription  of  Christian  ministers 
against  whom  there  is  no  charge  of  heresy  or  scandal,  upon 
tlie  ground  that  they  entertain,  or  are  supposed  to  enter- 
tiiin,  any  political  opinions  whatever.     Furthermore — 

Wliere;is  the  paper  as  a  whole  is  calculated  to  make  the 
impression  that  the  Assembly  has  departed  from  the 
principles  of  our  standards  concerning  the  province  of 
the  Church  and  its  courts,  relative  to  civil  affairs,  to  the 
qtiestion  of  religious  liberty,  and  to  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Christian  ministry,  which  principles  are  alluded  to  iu  the 
resolutions  being  proposed  by  the  paper  aforesaid ;  there- 
fore, 

liesolved,  That  while  we  steadfastly  maintain  the  ac- 
knnwlidged  principles  of  our  standards  referred  to,  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  paper,  we  see  no  necessity  for  expounding 
or  re-afiirming  the  same,  and  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  whole  subject  bo  and  is  hereby  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

MINORITY    REPORT. 

Whereas,  the  preamble  of  the  paper  submitted  by  Mr. 
Van  Dyke  is  calculated  to  make  the  impression  that  the 
Assembly  has  departed  from  the  principle  of  our  staud;irds 
touching  the  subjects  hereinafter  mentioned, 

Itesnlvnl,  1st.  That  iu  the  judgment  of  this  Synod  it  was 
not  the  intention  and  is  not  the  legitimate  effect  of  the 
General  Assembly's  action  on  slavery,  to  determine  what 
policy  ought  to  be  pursued  by  any  Administration  in  the 
reorganization  of  civil  government  iu  the  seceded  States, 
nor  to  endorse  any  of  the  candidates  for  election  to  the 


oflSce  of  President  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  express  any 
approbation  or  disapprobation  of  any  of  the  political  par- 
ties existing  in  these  States,  nor  to  give  any  intimation  to 
ministers  or  church  members  that  they  should  labor  or  vote 
lor  the  success  of  one  party  rather  than  the  other. 

Ecwlveii,  2d.  That  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  McPheeters, 
the  Assembly,  iu  the  judgment  of  this  Synod,  gave  no  sanc- 
tion whatever  to  the  interference  of  the  secular  power  with 
the  spiritual  affairs  of  our  churches,  neither  did  the  Assem- 
bly sanction  the  prosecution  of  church  ministers,  against 
wiiom  there  is  no  charge  of  heresy  or  scandal,  upon  the 
ground  that  they  entertain,  or  are  supposed  to  entertain, 
any  political  opinions  whatever. 

Ji'solved,  3d.  That  in  reference  to  the  subjects  embraced 
in  the  above  resolutions,  this  Synod  believes  and  does  hereby 
solemnly  aflBrm : 

1st.  That  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  Ac.  (Here  fol- 
low the  four  resolutions  submitted  by  Rev.  H.  J.  Van 
Dyke.) 

After  debate,  the  m»jority  report  was  adopted. 

Yeas— William  D.  Snodgrass,  R.  Bull,  D.  N.  Freeland, 
D.  McAlise,  A.  K.  McCouhrey,  W.  S.  Brown,  S.  II.  Kellogg, 
Samuel  J.  Wilkin,  James  Van  Keuren,  William  Wardell, 
Hiram  Brink,  II.  Hall,  J.  Lillie,  F.  R.  Mastersf  G.  T.  Wood- 
hul,  William  Irvin,  I.  C.  Tvson,  J.  H.  Scofield,  H.  W. 
Couplin,  U  Hovt,  E.  P.  Benedict,  A.  L.  Linsley,  P.  B.  He- 
roy.  C.  W.  A'iaiiis,  H.  W.  .-"muller,  C.  W.  Baird,  T.  C.  Perry, 
W.  H.  Hodge.  J  0.  Egglestou,  E.  .'^ours,  S.  Lyon,  W.  S.  Van 
Renselaer,  W.  B.  Reeve,  E.  Hopper,  C.  M.  Oakley,  T.  M. 
Gray.  E.  F.  Mundv,  R.  D.  Gardner,  C.  W.  Cooper,  S.  G. 
Law.  R.  Davidson,  il.  N.  Wilson,  S.  Ireland,  J.  P.  Foster, 
J.  M.  Iluntting,  J.  E.  Rockwell,  B.  F.  Stead,  P.  D.  Oakey, 
J.  Hancock,  N.  "A'est.  H.  tmith',  J.  S.  Henderson,  W.  L. 
Wood,  C.  Roberts,  A.  Crnikshank,  J.  Duubar,  E.  Beard,  G. 
Spring,  J.  M  Krebs,  J.  IC.  Campbell,  J.  Harkness,  C.  K. 
Imbrie,  J  Thompson,  E.  E.  Rankin,  M.  Rowell,  S.  D.  Al- 
exander, Thomas  J.  Kvan,  A.   P.  Botsford,  F.  L.   King,  S. 

F.  Farmer,  A.  D.  L.  Jewett,  A.  S.  Stewart,  C.  C.  Darling,  C. 

G.  Harmeu,H.  Day,  W.  II.  Talc^tt,  J.  Aitken,  E.  C  Bridg- 
man,  R.  W.  Dickinson,  D.  M.  Halliday,  J.  H.  Leggett,  C.  A. 
Stoddard, S.T.  Carter,  A.  R.  Walsh,  J.  P.  Cummings,  W. 
Nelson,  J.  S.  To'inele,  W.  M.  Pearson— 88. 

Nats — D.  Beattie,  A.  Harlow,  F.T.Williams, S.L.Mershcn, 
J.  O.  Hunting,  J.  P.  Knox,  H.  J  Van  Dyke,  J.  C.  Cook,  A. 
McClelland,  G.  0.  Wo.  dhull,  F.  Steins,  W  A.  Scott,  W.  E. 
Lewis,  D.  C.  Niven,  D.  Demarest — 15. 

Excused  from  Votinq- — T.  S.  Childs,  J.  Neander.  J.  D. 
Wells,  W.  B.  Lee,  J.  U.  Hopkins,  N.  L.  Rice,  A.  McGIashan, 
G.  Nixon— 8. 

The  following  additional  proceedings  took 
place : 

PROTEST. 

Against  the  action  of  this  Synod  in  indefinitely  post- 
poning the  whole  subject  of  the  action  of  the  last  General  As- 
sembly in  regard  to  the  political  aspects  of  slavery  and  the 
mutual  relationsof  Church  and  State  as  involved  in  the  case 
of  the  R"V.  Dr.  McPheeters,  the  undersigned  feel  compelled 
to  respectfully  protest,  and  do  so  protest;  because,  fii-st, 
the  characterization  of  the  preamble  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke's 
paper,  passed  by  the  report  containing  the  above  action,  is 
unnecessarily  denunciatory,  uujust,  and  injurious;  and,  sec- 
ond, in  the  judgment  of  the  protestants,  in  view  of  the 
sufferings  of  some  of  our  churches  and  ministers  from  the 
encroachments  of  civil  or  military  authorities,  or  both, 
upon  the  divine  rights  of  the  Church,  it  is  high  time  for 
this  Syuod,  without  engaging  in  any  way  in  the  political 
strifes  of  the  day,  now  to  affirm  and  declare,  I,  that,  &c., 
&c.,  (tho  resolution  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  paper.) 

Signed,  A.  McClelland,  D.  C.  Niven,  D.  Beattie,  A.  Har- 
low, John  C.  Cook,  John  P.  Knox,  Henry  J.  Van  Dyke  W. 
B.  Lee,  F.  T.  Wilhapis,  W.  A.  Scott. 

ANSWER. 

In  answer  to  the  above  protest,  the  Synod  deems  it  suffi- 
cient simply  to  record  its  judgment,  that  in  view  of  the 
charges  against  the  General  Assembly  made  in  the  paper 
proposed  to  us  oy  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  and  now  recorded  iu  our 
minutes  and  published  to  the  world,  it  was  our  duty  to 
characterize  them,  as  in  fact  they  are,  a  perversion  and  mis- 
representation of  the  Assembly's  action  in  the  premises ; 
and  further,  the  Synod  does  regard  itself  as  having  virtu- 
ally re-affirmed  the  general  principles  referred  to,  although 
the  Synod  did  not  deem  it  proper  or  needful  at  this  time 
formally  to  recite  and  expound  specifically  and  in  the  ab- 
stract those  principles,  in  the  form,  and  manner,  and  cir- 
cumstances proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke. 

OTHER    SYNODICAL,    AND    PRESBTTERIAL    ACTION. 

In  1861,  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,    sitting    at    Newark,    appointed    Rev. 
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Messrs.  James  P.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  Wm.  Adams, 
v.  D.,  W.  W.  Newel!,  D.  D.,  and  Hon.  Wm.  Pen- 
nington, and  Hon.  Edw.  A.  Lambert,  Elders,  to 
prepare  a  minute  on  the  condition  of  the  couq- 
try,  which  expressed  the  wantonness  and  wick- 
edness of  the  rebellion  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  the  duty  of  all  Christians  and  all  patriots 
in  the  crisis.  The  report  was  unanimously 
adopted  and  tran.mitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  who  thus  responded  : 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  Niivember  27, 1861. 
To  the  Si/nod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey: 

Reverend  Gentlemen:  The  minu-.e  containing  your 
resolutions  on  tlie  condition  of  the  country,  which  you 
directed  to  be  sent  to  me,  has  been  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

I  am  instructed  to  express  to  you  his  great  satisfaction 
vrith  those  proceedings,  wliicli  are  distiugnishod  equally  by 
their  patriotic  sentiments  and  a  purely  Christian  spirit.  It 
is  a  Just  tribute  to  our  system  of  government  that  it  has 
enabled  the  American  people  to  enjoy  unmolested  more 
of  the  blessings  of  Divine  Providence  whicli  affect  the 
material  conditions  of  human  society  than  any  other  people 
ever  enjoyed,  together  with  a  more  absolute  degree  of  re- 
ligious liljerty  than,  belore  the  in.stitution  of  that  Govern- 
mont,  had  over  been  hoped  ibr  among  men.  The  overthrow 
of  the  Government  miglit  therefore  justly  be  regarded  as  a 
calamitj-^  not  only  to  this  nation,  but  a  misfortune  to  man- 
kind. The  President  is  assured  of  the  public  virtue  and  of 
tlie  public  valor,  but  these  are  unavailing  without  the  favor 
of  God.  The  President  thanks  you  for  your  invocations  of 
that  indispensable  support,  and  he  earnestly  solicits  the 
same  invocations  from  ail  classes  and  conditions  of  men. 
Believing  that  those  prayers  will  not  be  denied  by  the  God 
of  our  i'atliers,  he  trusts  and  expects  that  the  residt  of  the 
most  unhappy  attempt  at  revolution  will  confirm  and 
Strengthen  the  union  of  the  Republic,  and  ultimately  renew 
the  fraternal  affections  among  its  members  so  essential  to  a 
restoration  of  the  public  welfare  and  happiness. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  your  very  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  U.  SEWARD. 

8TN0D    OP     MISSOURI,    AND     PRESBYTERY     OF    ST. 
LOUIS. 

This   Synod,   at  its   meeting  in    November, 

18GI, 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly  in 
May  last,  in  relation  to  the  i)olitical  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, was  unscriptural,  unconstitutional,  unwise,  and  unjust; 
and  we  therefore  solemnlj-  protest  against  it,  and  declare 
it  of  no  binding  force  whatever  on  this  Synod  or  upon  the 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  within  our  bounds. 

But  at  its  meeting  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
October  13,  1864,  this  same  Synod  declared  the 
above  resolution  to  be  rescinded,  and  that  the 
Temporary  Clerk  be  authorized  and  requested,  in 
the  presence  of  Synod,  to  write  across  the  face 
of  said  resolution,  where  the  same  is  recorded 
in  the  minutes,  the  words  :  "  Rescinded  by  or- 
der of  Synod,  October  13,1864,"  and  sign  his 
name  thereto  as  clerk.  Whereupon  the  Tem- 
porary Clerk  did  as  authorized  and  requested,  in 
the  presence  of  Synod,  and  signed  his  name 
thereto. 

The  St.  Louis  Presbytery,  at  a  recent  session, 
adopted  this  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Presbytery  of  St.  Louis,  acting  from  a 
Beuse  of  duty  to  the  churches  over  which  we  rule,  hereby 
earnestly  entreat  and  warn  all  members  of  churches  to  ab- 
stain from  all  participation  in  tlie  present  rebellion,  and 
from  giving  countenance  or  encouragement  thereto  by 
word  or  deed,  as  such  participation  by  word  or  deed  in- 
Tolves  a  sin  .against  God,  and  exposes  those  engaged  in  it  to 
the  penalties  of  ecclesiastical  discipline. 

THE  SYNOD  OF    KENTUCKY    OF    1864,  ON    THE    DE- 
LIVERANCE OF    THE    GENERAL    ASSEMBLY. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  different  times,  but  especially 
In  the  years  1818  and  1845,  set  forth  the  opinions  and  views 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Bubject  of  slavery.  Uy  these  deliverances  this  Synod  was 
willing  and  is  still  willing  to  abide,  and  any  further  or  dif- 


ferent utterance  on  that  subject,  by  the  last  General  As- 
sembly, was,  in  th';  judgment  of  this  Synod,  unnecessary, 
unwise,  and  untimely  ; — unnecessary,  because  the  former 
deliverances  were  sufficiently  expressive  of  the  views  of  the 
Church,  and  had  been  acquiesced  in,  with  great  unanimity, 
for  many  years;  unwise,  because  the  whole  country  waa 
excited  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  .and  the  means  adopted 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  its  destruction, 
in  regard  to  which  there  w.as  great  division  of  sentiment  in 
the  public  mind ; — and  the  Assembly  could  not  take  any  ao- 
tion  ou  the  subject  without  at  least  seeming  to  cast  its  in- 
fluence with  the  one  or  the  other  political  parties  which 
divided  the  country.  Moreover,  the  minute  (jf  the  Assem- 
bly was  peculiarly  liable  to  this  interpretation,  becauae 
in  the  latter  part  of  it,  some  of  its  expressions  may  be  mis- 
understood, and  others  may  be  taken  in  the  sense  of  a  po- 
litical, if  not  partizan  statement. 

The  action  of  tlie  Assembly  was  untimely,  because  times 
of  high  political  excitement  are  not  proper  occasions  for 
ecclesiastical  courts  to  express  opinions  upon  the  topica 
which  constitute  the  party  issues  of  the  day.  The  mission 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  is  spiritual,  and  any  interference 
with  matters  purely  political  is  a  departure  from  her  duty, 
and  without  the  ])ale  of  her  authority,  as  conferred  upon 
her  by  her  Divine  Head. 

Whilst  expressing  these  views,  the  Synod  deems  it  timely 
again  to  declare,  that  it  adheres  with  unbroken  purpose  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  hereby  enjoins  on  all  its  members,  and  upon  all  under 
its  control  and  care,  to  avoid  all  divisive  and  schismatical 
courses,  to  cultivate  the  peace  of  the  Church,  and  to  prac- 
tice great  mutual  forbearance. 

GENERAL      ASSEMBLY      OF      1861,    (NEW    SCHOOL.) 

May  16 — The  body  met  at  Syracuse,  New 
York. 

May  20 — The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Country — Henry  Kendall,  D.  D., 
Asa  D.  Smith,  D.  D.,  John  Jenkins,  D.  D.,  Sam- 
uel M.  Blatcbford,  and  J.  Mellen  Smith — was 
adopted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas  a  portion  of  the  jicople  of  the  United  States  o^ 
America  have  risen  up  against  the  rightful  authority  of  the 
Government ;  have  instituted  wliat  they  call  the  "  Confed- 
erate States  of  America,  "  in  the  name  and  dceuce  of  which 
they  have  made  war  against  the  United  States ;  have  seized 
the  property  of  the  Federal  Government;  have  assailed 
and  overpowered  its  troops  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  ; 
and  are  now  in  armed  rebellion  against  it;  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States  of 
America  cannot  forbear  to  express  their  amazement  at  the 
wickedness  of  such  proceedings,  and  at  the  b'jld  advocacy 
and  defouce  thereof,  not  only  in  those  States  in  which  ordi- 
nances of  "  secession"  have  been  passed,  but  in  several 
others  ;  and  whereas  the  General  Assembly— in  the  language 
of  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  revolutionary  war—"  being  met  at  a  time  when  public 
affairs  wore  so  threatening  an  aspect,  and  when  (unless 
God  in  His  own  sovereign  providence  speedily  prevent  it) 
all  the  horrors  of  civil  war  are  to  be  apprehended,  are  of 
opinion  that  they  cannot  discharge  their  duty  to  the  nu- 
merous congregations  under  their  care  without  addressing 
them  at  this  iiijportant  crisis;  and  as  a  firm  belief  and 
habitual  recnbection  of  the  power  and  presence  of  the  liv- 
ing God  ought  at  all  times  to  possess  the  minds  of  real 
Christians,  so  in  seasons  of  public  calamity ,  when  the  Lord 
is  known  by  the  judgments  which  He  execiiteth,  it  would 
be  an  ignorance  or  iudiOerence  highly  criminal  not  to  look 
up  to  Him  with  reverence,  to  implore  His  mercy  by  humble 
and  fervent  prayer,  and,  if  possible,  to  prevent  His  ven- 
geance by  unfeigned  repentance  ;"  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  Presbyterian  Churoh, 
in  her  past  history,  has  frequently  lifted  uj)  her  voice  againt 
oppression,  has  shown  herself  a  champion  of  constitutional 
liberty  as  against  both  despotism  and  anarchy,  throughout 
the  civilized  world,  we  should  be  recreant  to  our  high  trust 
were  we  to  withhold  our  earnest  protest  against  all  such 
unlawful  and  treasonable  acts. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  a-ssembly  and  the  churches  which 
it  represents  cherish  an  undiminished  attachment  to  the 
great  principles  of  civil  and  religioiis  freedom  on  which  our 
national  Government  is  based,  under  the  influence  of  which 
our  fathers  prayed  and  fought  and  bled:  which  issued  in 
the  estaVdishment  of  oxu'  independence,  and  by  the  i)reser- 
vation  of  which  we  believe  that  the  common  interests  of 
evangelical  religion  and  civil  liberty  will  be  most  eflV'ctually 
sustained. 

3.  Rexdlved,  That  inasmuch  as  we  believe,  according  to 
onr/o)-m  of  government,  that  "  God,  the  Supreme   Lord  and 

i  King  of  all  the  world,  hath  ordained  civil  magistrates  to  bo 


APPENDIX. 


469 


unrlcr  him  over  the  people  for  his  own  glory  and  the  public 
good,  and  to  this  t-ud  hath  armed  them  with  the  power 
of  the  sword  fur  the  defence  :ind  cucouragcmeut  of  them 
that  are  soud  and  for  the  punishment  of  evil-doers,"  there 
is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Assembly,  no  blood  or  treasure  too 
precious  to  be  devoted  to  the  defence  and  perpetuity  of  the 
Government  in  all  its  constitutional  authority. 

4.  Re.solvrd,  That  all  those  who  are  endeavoring  to  up- 
hold the  Constitution  ai'd  maintain  the  Government  of  these 
United  States  in  the  exercise  of  its  lawful  prerogatives  are 
entitled  to  the  sympathy  and  supp  )rt  of  all  Christian  and 
law-abiding  citizens. 

0.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  our  pastors 
and  churches  to  be  instant  and  fervent  in  prayer  for  the 
President  of  the  United  Stater-  and  all  in  auth(n-ity  under  him, 
that  wisdom  and  strength  may  be  given  them  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  arduous  duties :  for  the  Congress  of  the  United 
St.ites:  fjr  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  army- 
iu-  hief.and  all  our  soldiers,  that  God  may  shield  them  from 
dan;_:er  in  the  hour  of  peril,  and  by  the  outpouring  of  the 
li  ly  Spirit  upon  the  army  and  navy,  renew  and  sanctify 
them,  so  that,  whether  living  or  dying,  they  may  be  the 
servants  of  the  Most  High. 

6.  Resolved,  That  in  the  countenance  which  many  minis- 
ters of  the  gospel  and  other  professing  Christians  are  now 
giving  to  treason  and  rebellion  against  the  Government  we 
have  great  occasion  to  mourn  fur  the  injury  thus  done  to 
the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer;  and  that  though  we  have 
nothing  to  add  to  our  former  significant  and  explicit  testi- 
monies on  the  subject  of  slavery,  we  yet  recommend  our 
people  to  pray  more  fervently  than  ever  fir  tho  removal  of 
this  (Vil,  and  all  others,  both  social  and  political,  which 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  present  national  difficulties. 

7.  R'-solvcd,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  signed  by 
the  oflRcers  of  the  General  Assembly,  bo  forwarded  to  his 
Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  tho  United 
States. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF   1862,    (NEW  SCHOOL.) 

May  15 — The  body  met  at  Cincinnati. 

May  22 — The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Country — Nathan  S.  S.  Beman,  D. 
D.,  LL.  D  ,  Rev.  William  Aikman,  Rev.  Horace 
Rood,  and  Mr.  J.  Culbertson  Reynolds — was 
adopted,  as  follows  : 

■^Vhereas  this  General  Assembly  is  called,  in  tlie  provi- 
dence of  God,  to  hold  its  deliberations  at  a  time  when  a 
wicked  and  tearful  rebellion  is  threatening  to  destroy  the 
fair  fabric  of  our  Government,  to  lay  waste  our  beloved 
country,  and  to  blight  and  ruin,  so  far  as  the  present  life  is 
concerned,  all  that  is  most  dear  to  us  as  Christians  ;  and 
wliereas,  as  a  branch  of  the  Christian  Church,  (Presbytk- 
EiANs)  have  ever  been  found  loyal  and  the  friends  of  good 
order,  believing,  as  they  ao,  that  civil  government  is  "  or- 
dained of  God,"  that  "the  magistrate  is  the  minister  of 
God  for  good,"  that  "  he  beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain," 
and  they  are  therefore  "  subject"  to  this  ordinance  of  God, 
"not  only  for  wrath,"  or  under  the  influence  of  fear,  but 
also  "  for  conscience'  sake,"  or  under  the  influence  of  moral 
and  Christian  pruiciple ;  and,  whereas  the  particular 
Ciiurch,  whose  representatives  we  are,  and  in  whose  be- 
half we  are  now  and  here  called  to  act,  have  inscribed 
Up  'u  our  banner,  •'  TnE  CoNSTmmoNAL  Presbyterian 
Church  " — having  never  favored  secession,  or  nulliflcation, 
either  in  Church  or  Stit.-,  deem  it  quite  becoming  and 
proper  in  us  to  express  ourselves,  with  great  Christian  sin- 
cerity and  frankness,  on  those  matters  which  now  agitate 
our  country  ;  therefore, 

Resoliyd',  I.  That  wc  deem  the  Government  of  these 
United  States  the  most  benign  that  has  ever  blessed  our 
imperfect  world  ;  and,  should  it  be  destroyed  after  its  brief 
career  ot  good,  another  such  in  the  ordinary  course  of  hu- 
man events,  can  hardly  be  anticipated  for  a  long  time  to 
CJome;  and  for  these  reasims  wo  revere  and  love  it  as  one 
of  the  great  sources  of  hope,  under  God,  for  a  lost  world  ; 
and  it  is  doubly  dear  to  our  hearts  because  it  was  procured 
and  esfciblished  by  the  toil,  and  sacrifices,  and  blood  of  our 
fathers. 

Resolved,  2.  That  rebellion  against  such  a  Government  as 
ours,  and  especially  by  those  who  have  ever  enjoyed  their 
full  share  of  its  protecti-m,  honor,  and  rich  blessings  of 
every  name,  can  have  no  excuse  or  palliation,  and  can  bo 
inspired  by  no  other  motives  than  those  of  ambition  and 
avarice,  and  can  find  no  parallel,  e.xcept  in  the  first  two 
great  rebellions — that  which  assailed  the  throne  ol  heaven 
directly,  and  that  which  peopled  our  world  with  miserable 
apostates. 

Resolved,  3.  That  whatever  diversity  of  sentiment  may 
exist  among  us  respecting  international  wars,  or  an  appeal 
to  the  'Word  for  the  settlement  o;  iwints  of  honor  or  inter- 
est between  independent  nations,  we  are  all  of  one  mind 


on  the  subject  of  rebellion,  and  especially  against  tho  best 
Government  which  God  has  yet  given  to  the  world  ;  that 
our  vast  army  now  in  the  field  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  one 
great  police  force,  organized  to  carry  into  effect  tho  Consti- 
tution and  laws  which  the  insurgents,  in  common  with  other 
citizens,  have  ordained  by  their  own  vol unUiry  acts,  and 
which  they  are  bound  by  honor,  and  oath,  and  conscience, 
to  respect  and  obey ;  so  that  tho  strictest  advocates  of  peace 
may  bear  an  active  part  in  this  deadly  struggle  for  tho  life 
01  the  Government. 

Resolved,  i.  That  while  we  have  been  utterly  shocked  at  the 
deep  depravity  of  the  men  who  have  planned  and  matured 
this  rebellion,  and  who  are  now  clad  in  arms,  manifested 
in  worils  and  deeds,  there  is  another  class  found  in  the 
loyal  States  who  have  excited  a  still  deejier  loathing — some 
in  Congress,  some  high  in  civil  lile,  and  some  in  tho  ordi- 
nary walks  of  business — who  never  utter  a  manly  thought 
or  opinion  in  favor  of  the  Government  bat  they  follow  it, 
by  way  of  comment,  with  two  or  three  smooth  apologies  for 
Southern  insurrectionists;  presenting  the  difference  betwcea 
an  open  and  avowed  enemy  in  the  field,  and  a  secret  and  in- 
s.dious  foe  in  tho  bosom  of  our  own  family. 

Resolved,  5.  That,  in  our  opinion,  this  whole  insurrection- 
ary movement  can  he  trnced  to  one  primordial  root,  and  to 
one  only — African  Slavery,  and  the  love  of  it,  and  a  deter- 
mination to  make  it  perf«tual;  and, while  we  look  upon  this 
war  as  having  oue  grand  end  in  view — the  rcsloratiou  of 
the  Union — by  crushing  out  the  last  living  and  niauifestod 
fibre  of  rebel  ion,  we  hold  that  everything — the  institution 
of  slavery,  if  need  be— must  be  made  to  bend  to  this  one 
great  purp  so :  and,  while  under  the  influence  of  humanity 
and  Christian  benevolence,  wo  may  commiserate  the  con- 
dtion  of  the  ruined  rebels  once  in  fraternity  with  ourselves, 
but  now — should  tho  case  occtir — despoiled  of  all  that  makes 
the  world  dear  to  them,  wo  must  be  at  the  same  time  con- 
strained to  feel  that  the  retribution  has  been  self-inflicted, 
and  must  add,  "  FialjusiTia  ruat  ccelum." 

Resolved,  6.  That  we  have  great  confidence  in  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in  his  Cabinet, 
and  in  tbe  commanders  of  our  armies  and  our  navy,  and 
tho  valiant  men  of  this  Republic  prosecuting  a  holy  war- 
fare under  their  banners;  and,  while  wc  bless  God  that  Ho 
has  stood  by  them,  and  cheered  them  on  in  what  we  trust 
will  ever  stand  as  the  darkest  days  of  our  country's  humil- 
iation, and  crowued  them  with  many  sigual  victories,  and 
knowing  that  ultimate  success  is  with  God  alone,  we  will 
ever  pray  that  tbe  last  sad  note  of  anarchy  and  misrule 
may  soon  die  away,  and  the  Old  Flag  of  our  Cohxtry ,  radi- 
ant with  stripes  and  brilliant  with  stars,  may  again  wave 
over  a  groat,  and  undivided,  and  happy  peo|)'e. 

Resolved,  7.  That  we  here,  in  deep  humiliation  for  our 
sins  and  the  sins  of  the  nation,  and  in  heartfelt  devotion, 
lay  ourseves,  with  all  that  we  are  and  have,  on  the  altar 
of  God  and  our  country ;  and  we  hesitate  not  to  pledge  the 
churches  and  Christian  people  under  our  care,  as  ready  to 
join  with  us  in  the  same  fervent  sympathies  and  united 
prayers,  that  our  rulers  in  the  Cabinet  and  our  command- 
ers in  tho  field  ami  on  the  waters,  and  the  bravo  men  under 
their  leadership,  may  t.ako  courage  under  the  assurance 
that  "The  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.vrrED  States  of 
America"  are  with  them  in  heart  and  hand,  in  life  and 
effort,  in  this  fearful  exciting  conflict. 

Resolved,  finally.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  signed 
by  the  officers  of  the  General  Assembly,  be  forwarded  to 
his  Excellency,  Abraium  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  the  following  respectful  letter: 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  hold- 
ing its  annual  session  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
transmitting  the  accompanying  resolutions,  beg  leave  most 
respectfully  to  express  to  your  Excellency,  in  a  more  per- 
sonal manner,  the  sentiments  of  our  church  in  reference  to 
yourself  and  the  great  issues  with  which  you  are  called  to 
deal. 

It  is  with  no  desire  to  bring  a  tribute  of  flattery,  when 
wc  assure  you,  honored  sir,  of  the  affection  and  the  confi- 
dence of  our  church.  Smco  the  day  of  your  inauguration, 
the  thousands  of  our  membership  have  followed  you  with 
unceasing  prayer,  besieging  the  throne  of  Heaven  in  your 
behalf.  In  our  great  church  court.s,  in  our  lesser  judicato- 
ries, in  our  weekly  assemblages  in  the  house  of  God,  at  our 
family  altars,  in  the  inner  place  of  prayer,  you  have  been 
the  burden  of  our  hourly  petitioning. 

When  we  look  at  the  history  of  your  administration 
hitherto,  and  at  the  wonderful  way  in  which  this  people 
have  been  led  under  your  guidance,  we  glorify  God  in  you. 
We  give  praise,  not  to  man,  but  to  God.  In  your  firmness, 
your  integrity,  challenging  tho  admiration  of  even  our  ene- 
mies, your  moderation,  your  wisdom,  the  timeliness  of  your 
acts  e.xhibited  at  critical  junctures,  your  paternal  words , 
so  eminently  fitting  the  chosen  head  of  a  groat  people,  we 
recognize  the  hand  and  the  power  of  God  ;  we  devoutly  and 
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humbly  accept  it  as  from  Him,  an  answer  to  the  innumera- 
ble prayers  which  have  gone  up  from  our  hearts. 

We  desire,  as  a  Church,  to  express  to  you  our  reverence, 
our  love,  our  deep  sympathy  with  you  iu  the  greatness  of 
your  trust,  and  ia  the  depth  of  your  personal  bereave- 
ments ;  and  to  pledge  you,  as  in  the  past,  so  in  all  the  fu- 
t arc,  our  perpctaal  reracmbraace  of  you  before  God,  and 
all  the  support  that  loyal  hearts  can  offer. 

We  have  given  our  sons  to  the  army  aud  navy  ;  some  of 
our  mujisters  and  many  of  our  church-members  have  died 
iu  hus,Mt:il  and  field;  wo  arc  glad  ihat  we  gave  them,  and 
wo  exult  iu  that  they  were  true,  even  to  death.  We  gladly 
pledge  as  many  more  as  the  cause  of  oar  country  may  de- 
m  int. 

Wo  believe  that  there  is  but  one  path  before  this  people : 
this  gigantic  and  inexpressibly  wicked  rebellion  must  be  de- 
Elroyeil;  the  interests  of  humanity,  the  cause  of  God  aud  his 
church,  demand  it  at  our  hands.  May  God  give  to  you  his 
great  support,  preserve  you,  impart  to  you  more  than 
111  man  wisdom,  and  permit  you,  ere  long,  to  rejoice  in  the 
dclivcrauce  of  our  beloved  country  iu  its  peace  and  unity. 

REPLY    OF    THE    PRESIDENT. 

Department  of  State,  WASEiNGT0>f,  June  9,  1S62. 

Reverend  Gentlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
your  address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
prcx;eediu,53  of  your  venerable  body  ou  the  subject  of  the 
existing  insurrection,  by  which  that  address  was  accom- 
panied. 

These  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the  Pi-esident.  I 
am  instructed  to  convey  to  you  his  most  profound  and 
grateful  acknowledgements  for  the  fervent  assurances  of 
support  and  sympathy  which  they  contain.  For  many 
years  hereafter,  one  of  th'i  greatest  subjects  of  felicitation 
among  good  men  will  be  the  signal  success  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  preserving  our  Federal  Union, 
which  is  the  ark  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  on  this  conti- 
nent and  throughout  the  world.  AH  the  events  of  our 
generation  which  preceded  this  attempt  at  revolution,  and 
all  that  shall  happen  after  it,  will  be  deemed  unimportant 
ill  consideration  of  that  one  indispensable  and  invaluable 
achievement.  The  men  of  our  generation  whose  memory 
will  bo  longest  and  the  most  honored  will  bo  th«y  who 
thought  the  most  earnestly,  prayed  the  most  fervently, 
hoped  the  most  confidently,  fought  the  most  heroically,  and 
sulffred  the  most  patiently  in  the  sacred  cause  of  freedom 
aud  humanity.  The  record  of  the  action  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  seems  to  the  President  worthy  of  its  tra- 
ditions and  its  aspirations  as  an  important  branch  of  the 
Church  founded  by  the  Saviour  of  men. 

Commending  our  yet  distracted  country  to  the  inter- 
position and  guardian  care  of  the  Ruler  and  Judge  of  Na- 
tions, t!io  President  will  persevere  steadily  and  hopefully  in 
tlie  great  work  committed  to  his  hands,  relying  upon  tho 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  candor  aud  benevolence  of  all  good  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  reverend  gentlemen,  your  very 
obedient  servant.  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

To  Georoe  Duffield,  D.  D.,  Moderator;  and  Edwin  F.  IIat- 

FiELD,  Stated  Clerk. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  1863,  (NEW  SCHOOL.) 

May  21 — The  body  met  in  Philadelphia. 

May  27 — The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  (he  Country — Rev.  Albert  Barnes, 
Thomas  H.  Skinner,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Samuel  T. 
Spear,  D.  D.,  Hon.  Otis  Allen,  and  Walter  S. 
Griffith — was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas  a  rebellion,  most  unjust  aud  causeless  in  its 
origin, and  unholy  in  its  objects,  now  exists  in  this  country, 
airainst  the  Government  established  by  the  wisdom  and 
sacritices  of  our  fathers,  rendering  necessary  the  employment 
of  the  armed  forces  of  the  nation  to  suppress  it,  and 
involving  the  land  in  the  horrors  of  civil  war;  and 

Whereas  the  distinctl3'-avowed  purpose  of  the  leaders  of 
this  rebellion  is  the  dissolution  of  our  national  Union,  the 
dismemberment  of  the  country,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
new  Confederacy  within  the  present  territorial  limits  of 
the  United  States,  based  on  the  system  of  human  slavery  as 
its  chief  corner-stone ;  and 

Whereas  from  the  relation  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
the  churches  which  they  represent,  aud  as  citizens  of  the 
Republic,  and  in  accordanjse  with  the  uniform  ;iction  of  our 
church  in  times  of  great  natii  nial  peril,  it  is  eminently  proper 
that  this  General  Assenil>ly  slumld  give  expression  to  its 
view.s,  in  a  matter  so  vitally  alfceting  the  interests  of  good 
gi)V(;rniiient,  liberty,  and  religion:  and 

Whereas  on  two  previous  occasions,  since  the  war  com- 
menced, the  General  Assembly  has  declared  its  sentiments 
iu  rcijard  to  this  rebellion,  and  its  determination  to  sustain 


the  Government  in  this  crisis  of  our  national  existence ; 
and 

Whereas  unequivocal  and  decided  as  has  been  our  testi- 
mony on  all  previous  occasions,  and  true  and  devoted  as  baa 
been  the  loyalty  of  our  ministers,  elders  and  people,  this 
General  Assembly  deems  it  a  duty  to  the  <-hurch  and  the 
countr3',  to  utter  its  deliberate  judgment  on  the  same  gen« 
eral  subject;  therefore. 

Resolved,  1.  That  this  General  Assembl.y  solemnly  re- 
affirms the  principles  aud  repeats  the  declarations  of  pre- 
vious General  Assemblies  of  our  church,  so  far  as  applicable 
to  this  subject,  and  to  the  present  aspect  of  public  affairs. 

2.  That  in  explanation  of  our  views,  and  as  a  further  and 
solemn  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  regard  to  the  duty  of  those  whom  we  represent, 
and  of  all  the  American  people  at  the  present  time,  we  now 
declare, 

Fii-st,  That  civil  government  is  ordained  of  God ;  and  that 
submission  to  a  lawful  government,  and  to  its  acts  in  its 
proper  sphere,  is  a  duty  binding  on  the  conscience,  and  re- 
quired by  all  the  principles  of  our  rehgion,  as  a  part  of  our 
allegiance  to  God. 

Siond,  That  while  there  is,  in  certain  respects,  a  ground 
of  distinction  between  a  Government,  considered  as  referring 
to  the  Constitution  of  a  country,  and  an  Administration, 
considered  as  referring  to  the  existing  agencies  through 
which  the  principles  and  provisions  of  the  Constitution  are 
administered  ;  yet  tho  government  of  a  country,  to  which 
direct  allegiance  and  loyalty  are  due  at  any  time,  is  the 
administration  duly  placed  in  power.  Such  an  administra^ 
tionis  the  government  of  a  nation;  having  a  right  to  execute 
the  laws,  and  to  demand  the  entire,  unqualified,  and  prompt 
obedience  of  all  who  are  under  its  authority  ;  aniJ  resistance 
to  such  a  government  is  rebellion  and  treason. 

Third,  That  the  present  administration  of  the  United 
States,  duly  elected  under  the  Constitution,  is  the  govern- 
ment in  the  land,  to  which  alone,  under  God,  all  the  citizens 
of  this  nation  owe  allegiance;  who,  as  such,  are  to  be  hon- 
ored and  obeyed ;  whose  efforts  to  defend  the  government 
against  rebellion  are  to  be  sustained ;  and  that  all  attempts 
to  resist,  or  set  aside,  the  action  of  the  lawfully-constituted 
authorities  of  the  government,  in  any  way,  by  speech  or 
action,  to  ojjpose,  or  embarrass,  the  measures  which  it  may 
adopt  to  assert  its  lawful  authority,  except  in  accordance 
with  tho  forms  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  are  to  be 
regarded  as  treason  against  the  nation,  as  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  it?  enemies,  and  as  rebellion  against  tr«d. 

FourVi,  That,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  it  is  the  reli- 
gious duty  of  all  good  citizens,  promptly  and  cheerfully  to 
sustain  the  Government  by  every  means  in  their  power  ;  to 
stand  by  it  in  its  peril;  and  to  afford  all  needful  aid  in  sup- 
pressing insurrection  and  rebellion,  and  restoring  obedience 
to  lawful  authority  iu  every  part  of  the  land. 

3.  That,  much  as  we  lament  the  evils,  tho  sorrows,  the 
sufferings,  tho  desolations,  tht  sad  moral  influences  of  war, 
aud  its  effect  on  the  religion  and  churches  of  the  laud ;  much 
as  we  have  suffered  in  our  most  tender  relations;  yet  the 
war,  in  oirr  view,  is  to  be  prosecuted  with  all  the  vigor  and 
power  of  the  nation,  until  peace  shall  be  the  result  of  vic- 
tory, until  rebellion  is  completely  subdued,  until  the  legiti- 
mate power  and  authority  of  the  Government  is  fully  re- 
established over  every  part  of  our  territorial  domain,  and 
until  the  flag  of  the  nation  shall  wave  as  the  emljlem  of  its 
undisputed  sovereignty ;  and  that,  to  the  prosecution  and 
attainment  of  this  object,  all  tho  resources  of  the  nation  in 
men  and  wealth  should  be  solemnly  pledged. 

4.  That  the  Government  of  these  United  States,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Constitution,  is  not  only  founded  upon  the 
great  doctrine  of  human  riglits,  as  vested  by  God  in  the 
individual  man,  but  is  also  expressly  declared  to  be  the 
supreme  civil  authority  in  the  land,  forever  excluding  the 
modern  doctrine  of  secession  as  a  civil  or  politiv-al  right; 
that,  since  the  existing  rebellion  finds  no  justification  in 
the  facts  of  the  c;ise,  or  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  any  law  human  or  divine,  tho  Asseml>ly  can  regard 
it  only  as  treason  against  the  nation,  and  a  most  offensive 
sin  iu  the  sight  of  God,  justly  exposing  its  authors  to  the 
retributive  vengeance  of  earth  and  Heaven;  that  this 
rebellion,  in  its  origin,  history,  and  measures,  has  been  dis- 
tinguished by  those  quaUties  which  most  sadly  evince  the 
depravity  of  our  nature,  especially  in  seeking  to  establish  a 
new  nationality  on  this  continent,  based  on  the  perpetual 
enslavement  and  opi)ressiou  of  a  weak  and  long-injured 
race;  that  the  National  forces  are,  in  the  view  of  the 
Assembly,  called  nit,  not  to  urge  war  against  another 
Government,  but  to  suppress  insurrection,  preserve  the 
suprem;icy  of  law  aud  order,  and  save  the  country  from 
anarchy  and  ruin. 

5.  That,  in  such  a  contest,  with  such  principles  and 
interests  at  stake,  nut  only  alfecting  the  peace,  presprrity, 
and  happiness  of  this  our  beloved  country  for  all  future 
time,  but  involving  the  cause  of  human  liberty  throughout 
the  world,  loyalty,  unreserved  aud  unconditional,  to  th» 
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constitntionally-elected  Government  of  the  United  States, 
not  as  the  transient  passion  of  the  hour,  but  as  the  intelli- 
gent and  permanent  state  of  the  public  consoicnoe,  rising 
above  all  questions  of  party  politics,  rebuking  and  opposing 
the  foul  spirit  of  treason,  whenever  and  in  whatever  form 
exhibited,  speaking  earnest  words  of  truth  and  soljerness 
alike  through  the  pulpit,  the  pmss,  and  in  all  the  walks  of 
domestic  and  social  life,  making  devout  supplications  to 
God,  and  giving  the  most  cordiai  support  to  those  who  are 
providentially  intrusted  with  the  enactment  and  execution 
of  the  laws,  is  not  only  a  sacrod  Christian  obligatinii,  but  is 
indispensable,  if  we  would  save  the  nation,  and  perpetuate 
the  glorious  inheritance  that  we  possess,  to  future  genera- 
tions. 

6.  That  the  system  of  human  bondage,  as  existing  in  the 
Blaveholding  States,  so  palpably  the  root  and  cause  of  this 
whole  insurrectionary  movement,  not  only  is  a  violation  of 
tlif  dearest  rights  of  human  nature,  but  is  essentially  hostile 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion;  that  the 
evil  characterand  demoralizing  tendencies  of  this  system,  so 
properly  described,  and  justly  condemned,  by  the  General 
Assemblies  of  our  Church,  especially  from  1818  to  the 
present  time,  have  been  placed  in  the  broad  light  of  day  by 
the  history  of  this  existing  rebellion ;  that,  in  the  sacrifices 
and  desolations,  the  cost  of  treasure  and  blood  caused 
thereby,  the  Assembly  recognizes  the  chastoning  hand  of 
God,  applied  to  the  punishment  of  national  sins,  especially 
the  sin  of  slavery ;  that,  in  the  Proclamation  of  Emanci- 
pation is-sued  by  the  President  as  a  war-measure,  and  sub- 
mitted by  him  to  the  considerate  judment  of  mankind,  the 
Assembly  recognizes  with  devout  gratitude  that  wonder- 
working providence  of  God,  by  which  military  necessities 
become  the  instruments  of  justice,  in  breaking  the  yoke  of 
oijprpHsiout  and  causing  the  oppressed  to  go  free ;  and 
further,  that  the  Assemtlly  beseeches  Almighty  God  in  His 
own  time  to  remove  the  last  vestiges  of  slavery  from  this 
country,  and  give  to  the  nation,  preserved,  chsciplined,  and 
purified,  a  peace  that  shall  be  based  on  the  principles  of 
eternal  righteousness. 

7.  That  this  General  Assembly  commends  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  members  of  his  Cabinet,  to 
the  care  and  guidance  of  the  Great  Ruler  of  Nations,  pray- 
ing that  they  may  have  that  wisdom  which  is  profitable  to 
direct ;  and,  also,  that  the  patriotism  and  moral  sense  of  the 
people  may  give  to  them  all  that  support  and  co-operation, 
which  the  exigencies  of  their  position  and  the  perils  of  the 
cutiuu  so  urgently  demand. 

8.  That,  in  the  ardor  with  which  so  many  members  of  our 
Churches,  and  of  the  churches  of  all  the  religious  denomi- 
nations of  our  land,  have  gone  forth  to  the  defence  of  our 
country,  placing  themselves  upon  her  altars  in  this  struggle 
for  national  life,  we  see  an  illustration,  not  only  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  patriotism,  but  of  the  principles  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion ;  that,  in  the  readiness  with  which  such  vast  numbers 
have,  at  the  call  of  their  cotiutry,  devoted  themselves  to 
Its  service,  we  see  a  demonstration,  which  promises  secu- 
rity to  our  institutions  in  all  times  of  future  danger;  that 
we  tender  the  exjjression  of  our  admiration  and  hearty 
thanks  to  all  the  officers  and  men  of  our  Army  and  Navy  ; 
that  those  who  have  noblj'  fallen,  and  those  who  survive, 
have  secured  an  imperishable  monument  in  the  hearts  of 
their  countrymen  ;  and  that  this  Assembly  regards  all 
efibrts  for  the  physical  comfort,  or  spiritual  good,  of  our 
heroic  defenders,  as  among  the  sweetest  charities,  which 
gratitude  can  impose,  or  grateful  hearts  can  minister. 

9.  That  this  General  Assembly  exhorts  all  the  churches 
and  ministers  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  all  our  countrymen,  to  stand  by  their 
country ;  to  pray  for  it ;  to  discountenance  all  forms  of 
complicity  with  treason ;  to  sustain  those  who  are  placed 
in  civil  or  milifc-.ry  authority  over  them ;  and  to  adopt  every 
means,  and  at  any  cost_  which  an  enlightened,  self-sacrificing 
patriotism  may  c-^ggest,  as  appropriate  to  the  wants  of  the 
hour;  having  on  this  subject  one  heart  and  one  mind; 
waiting  hopefully  on  Providence;  patient  amid  delays; 
undaunted  by  reverses;-  persistent  and  untiring  in  effort, 
until,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  glorious  motto,  "OxE 
CoU-NTia,  One  Consiituhon,  and  One  Destiny,"  shall  be 
enthroned,  as  the  sublime  fact  of  the  present,  and  the  more 
sublime  harbinger  of  the  future. 

10.  That  the  General  Assembly  tenders  its  affectionate 
condolence  and  heartfeltsympathy,  to  the  bereaved  families 
of  all  the  heroic  men  who  hav*  fallen  in  this  contest  for 
uation.-il  life;  and  especially  to  the  families  of  the  ollicers 
and  members  of  our  churches,  who  have  poured  out  their 
lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country,  with  the  ;tssuiance  that 
they  wiil  not  be  forgotten,  in  their  bereavement,  by  us,  or 
by  ii  grateful  people. 

11  That  a  copy  of  this  action,  duly  authenticated,  *be 
transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
hands  of  those  members  of  the  Assembly,  who  are  about 
to  visit  Washington  city;  and  that  this  paper  be  read  in  all 
our  pulpits. 


EEPLT  OP   THE   PRESIDENT. 

Upon_  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly, 
about  sixty-five  of  the  members  proceeded  to 
Washington  city,  and  presented  the  resolutions 
to  the  Pkesident,  to  whom  they  were  intro- 
duced bjr  John  C.  Smith,  D.  D.,  of  that  city. 
The  Chairman,  John  A.  Foote,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  read  the  resolution,  when  the  President 
resp'.>ndL'd  : 

It  has  been  my  happiness  to  receive  testimonies  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature,  from  I  believe,  all  denominations  of  Christians. 
They  are  all  loyal,  but  perhaps  not  in  the  same  degree,  or 
in  the  same  numbers;  but  I  think  they  all  claim  to  be  loyal. 
This  to  me  is  most  gratifying,  because"  from  the  beginning 
I  saw  that  the  issues  of  our  great  struggle  depended  on  the 
Divine  interposition  and  favor.  If  wo  had  that,  all  would 
be  well.  The  proportions  of  this  rebellion  were  not  for  a 
long  time  understood.  I  saw  that  it  involved  the  greatest 
difficulties,  and  would  call  forth  all  the  powers  of  the  whole 
country.     The  end  is  not  yet. 

The  point  mad<-  in  your  paper  is  well  taken  as  to  "  the 
Government"  and  the  ••  administration"  in  whose  bauds  are 
these  intL-rests.  I  fully  appreciate  its  correctness  and 
justice.  In  my  administration  I  might  have  committed 
some  errors.  It  would  be,  indeed,  remarkable  if  I  had  not. 
I  have  acted  according  to  my  best  judgment  in  every  case. 
The  views  expressed  by  the  Committee  accord  with  my 
own ;  and  on  this  principle  "  the  Government"  is  to  be  sup- 
ported though  the  administration  may  not  in  every  case 
wisely  act.  As  a  pilot,  I  have  used  my  best  exertions  to 
keep  afloat  our  ship  of  State,  and  shall  be  glad  to  resign 
my  trust  at  the  appointed  time  to  another  pilot  more  skill- 
ful and  successful  than  I  may  prove.  In  every  case,  and  at 
all  hazards,  the  Government  must  be  perpetuated.  Relying, 
as  I  do,  upon  the  Almighty  Power,  and  encouraged  as  1  am 
by  these  resolutions  which  you  have  just  read,  with  the 
support  which  I  receive  from  Christian  men,  I  shall  not 
hesitate  to  use  all  the  means  at  my  control  to  seciu'o  the 
termination  of  this  rebellion,  and  will  hope  for  success. 

I  sincerely  thank  you  for  this  interview,  this  pleasant 
mode  of  presentation,  and  the  General  Assembly  for  their 
patriotic  support  in  these  resolutions. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF   1864,  (NEW  SCHOOL.) 

May  19 — The  body  met  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

May  23 — The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Country — Howard  Crosby,  D.  D., 
Daniel  W.  Poor,  D.  D  ,  Robert  W.  Patterson, 
D.  D.,  George  W.  Simons,  and  Edward  D.  Mans- 
field— was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

1.  Eewdved,  That  this  General  Assembly  heartily  reaf- 
firms the  prmciples  and  renews  the  declarations  of  previ- 
ous General  Assemblies,  so  far  as  apphcable  to  the  present 
aspect  of  public  affairs. 

2.  That  we  recoguiso  clearly  the  good  hand  of  our  God 
in  all  the  victories  of  the  national  arms,  whereby  the  limita 
of  the  rebellion  have  been  contracted,  and  its  vitality  im 
paired  ;  and  we  look  humbly  aud  coufldontly  to  the  same 
Divine  source  for  further  success  until  the  nation  shall  be 
vindicated,  aud  peace  established  on  the  grave  of  treason. 

3.  That  we  also  recognise  the  same  good  hand  of  our 
God  ia  the  disappointments  and  delays  of  the  war,  by 
which  Ho  has  made  more  sure  the  complete  destruction  of 
the  vile  system  of  hu  .lau  bondage,  and  rendered  less  solf- 
confldenl  and  more  religious  the  heart  of  the  uation. 

4.  That  in  such  recognition  aud  hope  we  do  by  no  means 
lose  sight  of  our  natioual  and  individual  sins,  which  render 
HS  so  utterly  unworthy  of  the  Divine  favor,  but  confess 
thom  with  penitent  hearts,  and  trust  to  a  covenant  God  ia 
Christ  Jesus,  that  this  uuworthiness  will  not  hinder  the 
might  of  God's  grace  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  right  and 
order. 

5.  That  we  exhort  all  our  churches  to  renewed  zeal  and 
faithfulness  in  supplication  to  God  for  the  deliverance  of 
the  land,  and  prosjterily  of  Christ's  kingdom,  through  the 
blessings  of  national  peace  and  fraternity. 

6.  That  wo  cordially  uphold  the  government  with  our 
sympathies  and  prayers  iu  its  energetic  efforts  for  the  sup- 
pression of  this  most  causeless  and  cruel  rebellion,  urge 
all  Christians  to  refrain  from  weakening  the  authority  of 
the  Administration  by  iil-tunod  complaints  aud  unneces- 
sary criticism,  fully  believing  that  iu  such  a  crisis  all 
speech  and  action  which  tend  to  difl'orenco  sho'ild  be  sedu- 
lously avoided  for  the  sake  of  the  common  weal. 

7.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  duly  authenticated, 
be  sent  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  a  special 
comuiitlce. 
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The  pastors  of  the  churches  were  requested 
to  read  the  same  to  their  congregations. 

The  special  Committee  provided  for  ab^ve, 
were  Thomas  Brainerd,  D.  D.,  Howard  Crosby, 
D.  D.,  Robert  W.  Patterson,  D.  D.,  Edwin  F. 
Hatfield,  D.  D.,  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  and  Walter 
S.  Griffith,  ^ 

EKFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  (OLD  SCHOOL,) 

1862. 

In  December,  a  committee  of  this  Church 
presented  to  President  Lincoln  this  address : 

To  His  Excellency  Abraham  Idncoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 

Wo  visit  you,  Mr.  President,  aa  the  representatives  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian,  or,  as  it  is  frequently  termed, 
"  Scotch  Covenanter"  Church — a  Church  whose  sacrifices 
and  sufferings  in  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  are 
a  part  of  the  world's  history,  and  to  which  we  are  indebted, 
no  less  than  to  the  Puritans,  for  those  inestimable  privi- 
leges so  largely  enjoyed  in  the  free  States  of  this  Union, 
and  which,  true  to  its  high  lineage  and  ancient  spirit,  does 
not  hold  within  its  pale  a  single  secessionist  or  sympathi- 
zer with  rebellion  in  these  United  States. 

Our  church  has  unanimously  declared,  by  the  voice  of 
her  highest  court,  that  the  world  has  never  seen  a  conflict 
in  which  right  was  more  clearly  wholly  upon  the  one  side, 
and  wrong  upon  the  other,  than  in  the  present  struggle  of 
this  Government  with  the  slaveholders'  rebellion.  She  has 
also  unanimously  declared  her  determination  to  assist  the 
Government,  by  all  lawful  means  in  her  power,  in  its  con- 
flict with  this  atrocious  conspiracy,  until  it  be  utterly 
overthrown  and  annihilated.  Profoundly  impressed  with 
the  immense  importance  of  the  issues  involved  in  tliis  con- 
test, and  with  the  solemn  responsibilities  which  rest  upon 
the  Chief  Magistrate  in  this  time  of  the  nation's  peril,  our 
brethren  have  commissioned  us  to  come  and  address  you 
words  of  sympathy  and  encouragement ;  also,  to  express 
to  you  views  which,  in  their  judgment,  have  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  our  beloved 
country,  to  congratulate  you  on  what  has  already  been  ac- 
complished in  crushing  rebellion,  and  to  exliort  you  to  per- 
severe in  the  work  imtil  it  has  been  finally  completed. 
Entertaining  no  shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  entire  justice 
of  the  cause  in  which  the  nation  is  embarked,  we  never- 
theless consider  the  war  a  just  judgment  of  Almighty  God 
for  the  sin  of  rejecting  his  authority  and  enslaving  our 
fellow-nien,  and  are  firmly  persuaded  that  His  wrath  will 
not  be  appeased,  and  that  no  permanent  peace  will  bo  at- 
tained, imtil  His  authority  be  recognized  and  the  abomina- 
tion that  niaketh  desolate  utterly  extirpated.  As  ananti- 
Blavery  Church  of  the  most  radical  school,  believing  slavery 
to  be  a  heinous  and  aggravated  sin  both  against  God  and 
man,  and  to  bejjlaced  in  the  same  category  with  piracy, 
murder,  aclultrry,.and  theft,  it  is  our  solemn  conviction  that 
God,  by  His  word  and  providence,  is  calling  the  nation  to 
immediate,  unconditional,  and  universal  emancipation.  We 
hear  His  voice  in  the  thunders  of  war,  saying  to  us,  "  Let 
my  people  go.''  Nevertheless,  we  have  hailed  with  de- 
lighted satisfaction  the  several  steps  which  you  have  taken 
in  the  direction  of  emancipation;  especially  do  we  rejoice 
in  your  late  proclamation  declaring  your  intention  to  free 
the  slaves  in  the  rebel  States  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1.^63 — an  act  which,  when  carried  out,  will  give  the 
death-blow  to  rebellion,  strike  the  fetters  from  millions  of 
bondmen,  and  secure  for  its  author  !l  pliice  among  tho 
wisest  of  rulers  and  noblest  benefactors  of  the  rare. 

Permit  us,  then,  Mr.  President,  most  respectfully,  yet 
most  earnestly,  to  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of  enfor- 
cing that  proclamation  to  'the  utmost  extint  of  that  power 
with  which  you  are  vested.  Let  it  be  plaec^l  on  the  high- 
est grounds.  Christian  justice  and  philanthropy;  let  it 
1)6  declared  to  be  an  act  of  national  repentanci^  for  long  com- 
plicity with  tho  guilt  of  slavery;  permit  nothing  to  tarnish 
tho  glory  of  tho  act,  or  rob  it  of  its  sublime  moral  signifi- 
C!ince  and  grandeur,  and  it  cannot  fail  to  meet  a  hearty 
respiinso  in  tho  conscience  of  the  nation,  and  to  secure 
infinite  blessings  to  our  distracted  country.  Let  not  tho 
declaration  of  tho  immortal  Burko  bo  verified  in  this  in- 
Btance:  "Good  works  are  commonly  left  in  a  rude  and  im- 
perfect state,  through  the  lame  circumspection  with  which 
a  timid  iniidence  so  frequently  enervates  beneficence.  In 
doing  good  we  are  cold,  languid,  and  sluggish,  and  of  all 
thingsatiaid  of  being  too  much  in  tho  right."  We  urge 
you  )<y  every  consideration  drawn  from  the  Word  of  God 
and  the  present  cinidition  of  our  bleeding  country,  not  to 
be  moved  from  the  ]iath  of  duty  on  which  you  have  so  aus- 
piciously entered,  either  by  tho  threats  or  blandishments 


of  the  enemies  of  human  progress,  nor  to  permit  this  great 
act  to  lose  its  power  through  fears  of  timid  friends. 

Tbere  is  auoiher  point  which  we  esteem  of  paramount 
importancf,  aud  to  which  we  wish  briefly  to  call  your  at- 
tention. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  contains  no 
acknowiedgmeut  of  the  authority  of  God,  of  His  Christ,  or 
of  His  law,  as  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  This  we 
deeply  deplore  as  wholly  inconsistent  with  all  claims  to  be 
considerci  a  Christian  nation,  or  to  enjoy  the  protection 
and  lavor  of  God.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  above  all 
earthly  rulers  Ho  is  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lord3. 
He  is  the  one  mediator  between  God  and  man,  through 
whom  alone  either  nations  or  individuals  can  secure  the 
favor  of  the  Most  High.  God  is  sayiug  to  us  in  these 
judgments  :  "  Be  wise  now,  therefore,  0  ye  kings;  be  in- 
structed, ye  judges  of  the  earth.  Serve  the  Lord  with 
fear.  Kiss  the  t^on,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from 
the  way  when  His  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little.  Blessed 
are  all  they  that  trust  iu  Him.  For  tho  nation  and  king- 
dom that  will  not  serve  Thee  shall  perish;  yea,  those 
nations  shall  be  utterly  wasted." 

This  time  appears  to  us  most  opportune  for  calling  the 
nation  to  a  recognition  of  the  name  and  authority  of  God; 
to  the  claims  of  Him  who  will  overturn,  overturn,  and 
overturn,  until  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  His  Christ.  We  indulge  the 
hope,  Mr.  President,  that  you  have  been  called,  with  your 
ardent  love  of  liberty,  your  profound  moral  convictions 
manifested  iu  your  Sabbath  proclamations,  and  in  your 
frequent  declarations  of  dependence  upon  Divine  Provi- 
dence, to  your  present  position  of  honor  and  influence,  to 
free  our  beloved  country  from  tho  curse  of  slavery,  and 
secure  for  it  the  favor  of  the  great  Ruler  of  the  universe. 
Sliall  we  not  now  set  tho  world  an  example  of  a  Christian 
state,  governed,  not  by  tho  principles  of  mere  political 
expediency,  but  acting  under  a  sense  of  accouutabihty  to 
God  and  obedience  to  those  laws  of  immutable  morality 
which  are  binding  alike  upon  nations  and  individuals. 

Praying  that  you  may  be  directed  in  your  responsible 
position  by  Divine  wisdom;  that  God  may  throw  over 
you  the  shield  of  His  protection  ;  that  we  may  soon  see 
rebellion  crushed,  its  cause  removed,  and  our  land  become 
Immanuel's  land,  we  subscribe  ourselves,  in  behalf  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  R.  W.  SLOANE, 
A.  M.  MILLIGAN. 

REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  (OLD  SCHOOL)    SYNOD, 
1864. 

At  Philadelphia,  June  1,  the  following  reso- 
lutions otfered  by  Mr.  Sloane  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

0.\  THE  STATE  OF  THE  COUJmiT. 

Whereas  the  nation  is  now  suffering  from  those  infllo 
tionsof  the  Divine  wrath  which  are  the  necessarj'  resultof 
its  forgetlulness  of  God  and  oppression  of  man ;  and  where 
as,  in  our  judgment,  love  to  our  country  is  best  manifested 
not  by  flattery  but  by  faithful  warning  and  reproofs;  and 
whereas  Reformed  Presbyterians  have  from  the  first  exist- 
ence of  this  nation  predicted  the  present  calamities,  as 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  tho  course  which  it  was  pur- 
suing; therefore,  • 

Resolved.  That  we  call  this  nation  to  an  humble  acknowl- 
edgment of  its  sins  and  a  speedy  national  repentance  as 
the  only  means  of  averting  present  and  still  greater  judg- 
ments; to  recognise  in  its  Constitution  the  name  and  au- 
thority of  God,  tho  Scriirtures  as  its  fundamental  law, 
and  Christ  as  Kulor  over  the  nations. 

2.  That  we  demand  in  the  great  name  of  that  God,  with 
whom  theieisno  respectof  persons,  the  immediate,  uncon- 
ditional emancipation  of  all  persons  held  in  slavery  in  the 
United  States;  the  abolition  of  all  laws  making  odious 
distinctions  on  account  of  color,  and  such  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  as  will  forever  prevent  involuntary  ser- 
vitude, except  for  crime,  in  the  United  States. 

3.  That  while  we  cannot,  until  these  d'  mands  be  met, 
identify  ourselves  with  the  government  by  oaihs  of  alle- 
giance or  any  other  acts  which  involve  complicity  in  the 
guilt  of  the  nation  ;  that,  nevertheless,  in  the  present  fear- 
ful conflict,  our  entire  sympathies  are  with  the  North,  and 
that  we  will  exert  our  influence  in  all  ways  consistent  with 
a  faithful  practical  testimony,  and  with  our  well-considered 
and  long-established  principle.s,  to  secure  the  suppression  ff 
rebellion. 

4.  That  we  hold  in  utter  abhorrence  the  present  rebel- 
lion, as  the  most  impious  attempt  to  establish  mischief  by 
law  that  the  world  has  ever  seen  ;  that  we  express  our  ut- 
ter detestation  of  it,  in  all  its  purposes  and  principles,  and 
will  hold  no  fellowship — political  or  ecclesiastical — with  its 
aiders  and  abettors,  north  or  south. 
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5.  That  we  deprecate  the  tardiness  of  the  nation  in  me- 
ting out  absolute  justice  to  tlie  colored  race,  as  calculated 
to  provoke  Heaven,  to  protract  tlie  war,  to  intensify  our 
piesei  t  calamities,  and  to  endanger  our  very  existence  as 
a  nation. 

6.  Tliat  in  tlie  noble  devotion  of  the  colored  race  to  the 
nation  in  this  day  of  its  calamitj',  their  patit  nt  endurance 
of  wrong,  their  sublime  trust  in  Providence,  their  insa- 
tiable thirst  ior  knowledge,  their  undaunted  heroism  and 
courage  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  their  forbearance  under 
persecution,  we  tind  the  rcfutatimi  of  the  mali>j;nant  slan- 
ders which  have  been  heaped  upon  them — another  illuetra- 
tinn  of  the  great  truth,  that  God  has  "  made  of  one  blood 
all  nations  of  men,"  and  the  signs  of  the  approaching  day 
in  which  "  Ethiopia  shall  streti^h  out  her  hand  to  God." 

7.  That  we  liave  great  cause  to  rejoice,  thank  Ood  and 
take  courage,  that  since  our  last  me(--ting  so  many  efforts 
have  been  made  both  among  the  people  and  in  Congress,  as 
well  as  l)y  several  ecclesiastical  bodies,  to  effect  amend- 
ments to  the  United  States  Constitution,  and  that  such  no- 
ble testimonies  have  been  borne  in  favor  of  the  rights  of 
God  and  man,  in  which  we  clearly  see  how  the  testimony 
of  the  church  has  been  leavening  society,  and  how,  under 
God,  the  present  civil  war  is  an  educator  of  the  people. 

8.  That,  we  especiahy  notice  the  late  action  of  the  Gen- 
en^l  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episftopal  Chuich,  one  of 
the  largest  religious  denominations  in  the  United  States,  as 
pariicularly  8i;_'uificant  and  encouraging;  inasmuch  as 
said  Conference  has  not  only  resolved  so  to  change  the  gen- 
oral  rule  of  the  discipline  as  to  forbid  slaveholding  alto- 
gether, but  has  also  unanimously  passed  the  following  res- 
olutions, viz : 

That  we  will  use  our  efforts  to  make  such  a  change  in 
the  Coustitution  of  our  country  as  shall  recognise  the  be- 
ing of  God,  our  dependence  upon  Him  for  prosperity,  and 
also  His  word  as  tho  foundation  of  civil  law. 

That  we  regard  slavery  as  abhorrent  to  the  princi- 
ples of  our  iioly  religion,  humanity  aud  civilization;  and 
that  we  (ire  Jecidedl}'  in  favor  of  such  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitutidu,  and  such  legislation  on  the  part  of  the 
States,  as  shall  prohibit  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude, 
except  tor  crime  throughout  all  the  States  and  Territories 
of  the  country. 

As  friends  of  God  and  humanity,  of  Christ  and  the 
slave,  we  owe  to  thtm  constant  and  untiring  efforts  to 
bring  tlio  nation  into  subjection  to  the  Jlediator  and  the 
enslaved  to  freedom  ;  and  therefore  it  is  very  desirable  that 
the  Nation:il  .Mass  Convention  for  effecting  amendments 
to  the  Utiited  States  Constitution,  to  meet  in  Philadelphia 
on  the  (jth  of  July  coming,  be  attended  by  all  the  friends 
of  reformation  possible,  aud  that  these  should  advocate  in 
said  convention  noihing  less  than  what  Covenanters  have 
always  demanded — that  the  United  States  Constitution  be 
unequivocally  and  fully  Christian,  scriptural  and  free. 

QBNERAL     SYNOD     OP     THE     EEFORMED     PRESBY- 
TEKIAN    CHURCH,    MAY,    1863. 

Whereas  there  is  a  God  revealed  to  man  in  Holy  Scrip- 
ture as  the  Creator,  Preserver,  Redeemer,  and  Moral  Gov- 
ernor of  tiie  world;  and 

Whereas  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  the  creatures 
of  his  power,  the  dependants  of  his  providence,  and  the 
subjects  of  Ids  authority  ;  and 

Whereas  civil  government  is  an  ordinance  of  God,  deriv- 
ing its  ultimitte"  sanctions  from  his  appointment  aud  per- 
mission ;  and 

Wliereas  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  acknowledge  the 
true  CJo<l  in  all  the  relations  they  sustain;  and 

Whereas  there  is  no  specific  mention  of  the  authority  of 
God  in  the  Federal  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
.\merica,  the  fuudamental  law  of  their  existence  as  a  nation ; 
aud 

Whereas  that  Constitution  and  the  Government  which  it 
organizes  and  defines  are  now  undergoing  the  trial  of  a  de- 
fensive civil  war  against  a  rebellion  of  a  large  portion  of 
its  own  citizens  and  for  its  own  national  e.-cisteuce ;  and 

Whereas  the  exigencies  of  the  war  have  brought  the 
authorities  of  the  nation,  civil  and  nnlitary,  subordinate 
and  supreme,  to  formal  recognitions  of  the  being,  provi- 
dence, and  grace  of  God  and  of  Jesus  Chri.st  his  Son,  to  an 
extent  and  with  a  distinctness,  such  as  the  country  has 
never  witnessed  before  ;  therelbre 

Kfsolved,  \.  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod  the 
time  is  come  for  the  proposal  of  such  amendments  to  the 
.Federal  Constitution,  in  the  way  provided  by  itself,  as  will 
supply  the  omissions  above  referred  to,  and  secure  a  dis- 
tinct recognition  of  tlie  being  and  supremacy  of  the, God 
of  Divine  revelation. 

2.  That  in  the  judgment  of  Synod  the  amendments  or 
ad<titions  to  bo  made  to  the  national  Constitution  should 
provide  not  only  for  a  recognition  of  the  existence  and 
authority-  of  God,  but  also  of  the  mediatorial  supremacy  of 


Jesus  Christ  his  Son,  "  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth 
and  the  Governor  among  the  nations." 

3.  That,  as  several  articles  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
have  been  and  jire  construed  in  defence  of  slavery.  Synod 
do  earnestly  ask  the  ajipropriats  authorities  to  etfect  such 
change  in  them  as  will  remove  all  ambiguity  of  phi-ase- 
ology  on  this  subject,  and  make  the  Constitution,  as  its 
framers  designed  it  to  be,  and  as  it  really  is  in  spirit,  a 
document  on  the  side  of  justice  and  liberty. 

4.  That  Synod  will  petition  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  at  its  next  meeting,  to  take  measures  for  proposing 
and  securing  the  amendments  referred  to  according  to  the 
due  order. 

5.  That  Synod  will  transmit  a  copy  of  such  action  as  they 
may  themselves  adopt,  to  the  several  religious  bodies  of  the 
comitry,  with  the  respectful  request  that  they  will  take 
order  on  the  subject. 

6.  Tliat  a  Committee  be  appointed,  composed  of  a  mem- 
ber from  each  of  the  Presbyteries  in  Synod,  to  whom  this 
matter  shall  be  referred,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  cor- 
respond with  sucli  Christian  statesmen  and  other  individu- 
als of  influence  as  they  may  find  disposed  to  further  this 
dutiful  and  momentous  object. 

GENERAL  SYNOD  OP  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTE- 
RIAN CHURCH,  1864. 

May  18— The  body  met  ia  Philadelphia,  and 
adopted  these  resolutions: 

Resolved,  1.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chnrch  of  Christ 
to  encourage  and  sustain  the  Government  of  the  country  in 
all  that  they  do  for  the  honor  of  God,  the  freedom  of  the 
enslaved,  the  mitigation  of  the  inevitable  fcvils  of  war,  and 
the  preservation,  at  all  hazards,  of  the  national  life,  integ- 
rity, and  power. 

2.  That,  in  the  judgment  of  Synod,  the  present  war  is 
one  of  defence  against  a  criminal  rebellion,  commenced  and 
carried  on  under  tlie  auspices  of  a  slaveholding  aristocracy, 
whoso  success  would  eventuate  in  anarchy  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  God's  ordinance  of  civil  government  among  us. 

3.  That  the  warmest  sympathies  of  Synod  are  extended 
to  the  soldiets  aud  sailors  on  the  field  and  on  the  sea,  in 
tlie  camp  and  in  the  hospital,  and  that  the  prayer  of  Sj'nod 
shall  continue  to  be,  that  while  they  are  periling  and 
laying  down  their  lives  for  their  countrj',  they  may  them- 
selves be  saved  through  Him  who  laid  down  his  life  for  the 
world. 

GENERAL    ASSEMBLY    OF  THE  CUMBERLAND    PRES- 
BYTERIAN   CHURCH,  MAY,    1863. 

Whereas  this  General  Assembly  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America  can- 
not conceal  from  itself  the  lamentaldo  truth  that  the  very 
existence  of  our  Church  and  nation  is  endangered  by  a 
gigantic  rebellion  agaiust  the  rightful  authority  of  the 
General  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  rebellion 
has  plunged  the  nation  into  the  most  dreadful  civil  war ;  and 

'W  hereas  the  chnrch  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and  can- 
not withhold  h(!r  testimony  upon  great  moral  and  religious 
questions,  and  upon  measures  so  deeply  affecting  the  great 
interests  of  Christian  civilization,  without  becoming  justly 
chargeable  with  the  sin  of  hiding  her  light  under  a  bushel ; 
therefore 

Ucsolved,  That  loyalty  and  obedience  to  the  General 
Government,  in  the  exercise  of  its  legitimate  authority, 
are  the  imperative  Christian  duties  of  every  citizen,  and 
that  treason  and  rebellioa  are  not  more  political  olluuses 
of  one  section  against  another,  but  heinous  sins  agaiust 
God  and  His  authority. 

2.  That  the  interest  of  our  common  Christianity,  and  the 
cause  of  Christian  civilization  and  national  freedom  through- 
out the  world,  impels  us  to  hope  and  pray  God  (in  whom 
is  a  11  our  trust)  that  this  unnatural  rebellion  maybe  put 
down,  and  the  rightful  authority  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment re-established  aud  maintaiued. 

3.  That  wo  deeply  sympathize  with  our  fellow-country- 
men and  bf  elhreu  who,  in  the  midst  of  great  tcinptatiou 
and  sufferings,  have  stood  firm  in  their  devotion  to  God  aud 
their  country,  aud  also  with  those  who  have  been  drivcu, 
contrary  to  their  judgment  and  wishes,  into  the  ranks  of 
the  rebellion. 

4.  That  in  this  time  of  trial  and  darkness,  we  re-endorse 
the  i)rcarablc  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  I'resliytcrian  Church  at  Clarksville,  Tennes- 
see, on  the  24lh  day  ot  May,  1850,  which  are  as  tollows  : 

Whereas,  in  the  oiiiuion  of  this  General  Assembly,  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  of  these  Stiites  is  essential  to 
the  civil  and  religious  liberty  of  the  people,  and  it  is  re- 
garded as  proper  and  commeuuable  in  the  Church,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  branch  wo  represent  (it  having 
had  its  origin  within  the  Umits  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  aud  that  soon  alter  the  blood  of  our  Revolutionary 
fathers  had  ceased  to  flow,  iu  that  unequal  contest  through 
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which  they  were  successfully  conducted  by  the  strong 
arm  of  Jehovah),  to  express  its  devotion,  on  all  suitable 
occasions,  to  the  Government  of  their  choice  :  therefore, 

Bt^olmd,  That  this  General  Assembly  look  with  censure 
and  disapprobation  upon  attempts,  from  any  quarter,  to 
dissolve  the  Union,  and  would  regard  the  success  of  any 
such  movement  as  exceedingly  hazardous  to  the  cause  of 
religion  as  well  as  civil  liberty.  Aud  this  General  Assem- 
bly would  strongly  recommend  to  all  Christians  to  make  it 
a  subject  of  prayer  to  Almighty  God  to  avert  from  our 
beloved  country  a  catastrophe  so  direful  and  disastrous. 

Oi  the  subject  of  American  slavery,  your  committee 
submit  that  we  should  not  view  it  as  if  it  were  about  to  be 
introduced,  but  as  already  in  existence.  We  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  declare  that  the  introductiou  of  slavery  was  an 
enormous  crime,  surpassed  by  few  crimes  that  have  dis- 
graced the  history  of  the  world,  aud  that  there  are  at 
present  great  evils  connected  with  it,  and  that  wo  believe 
will  more  or  less  be  connected  with  it  while  it  exists.  As 
to  the  remedy  for  these,  the  greatest  and  best  minds  of 
our  country  and  the  world  have  greatly  differed  and  been 
much  perplexed;  therefore,  we  would  recomm-nd  to 
those  who,  in  the  providence  of  God,  have  been  placed  in 
connection  with  this  institution,  to  continue  prayerfully  to 
study  tbe  word  of  God,  to  determine  their  duty  in  regard 
to  tbeir  slaves  and  slavery  ;  and  to  those  who  are  not  thus 
situated,  that  they  exercise  forbearance  towards  their 
brethren  who  are  connected  with  slavery,  as  the  agitation 
of  this  subject  at  the  present  time  in  that  part  of  the  Church 
where  slavery  does  not  exist,  cannot  result  in  any  good 
either  to  the  master  or  slave.  Touching  the  suliject  of 
American  slavery  as  set  forth  in  the  memorial  before  us, 
your  committee  are  not  prepared  to  make  the  simple  hold- 
ing of  slaves  a  test  of  church-membership,  as  they  under- 
staud  the  memorial  before  them  to  propose. 

Resolved,  That  we  disavow  any  connection  with,  or  sym- 
pathy for,  the  extreme  measures  o(  ultra-atolitionists, 
whose  efforts,  as  we  believe,  have  been,  and  are  now, 
aimed  at  the  destruction  of  our  civil  governmeut  in  order 
to  abolish  slavery.  Tbo  committee  would  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  tbe  report  herein  submitted  is  agreed  upon  as 
a  compromise  measure,  to  unite  the  energies  of  our  beloved 
Church,  and  harmonize  all  our  interesis  in  the  future,  and 
to  bind  tbo  entire  membership  of  our  Church,  if  possible, 
in  close  bonds  of  Christianity  and  fellowship. 

GBNBRAI,    ASSEMBLY    OP     THE    UNITED    PRESBYTE- 
RIAN   CHUaCH,    1861. 

May  15 — The  body  met  at  Monmouth,  Illi- 
nois, and  adopted  a  report  and  reaolutions,  from 
which  the  subjoined  is  extracted  : 

Slaveholding  is  the  great  and  immediate  cause  of  the 
present  trouble,  though  seldom  thought  of  as  an  evil  by 
those  who  are  directly  concerned  in  it.  Slavery  must  be 
exceedingly  flagrant  in  the  sight  of  the  Great  Parent  and 
Ruler  of  men.  If  it  is  murder,  the  blackest  of  crimes,  to 
violate  the  image  of  God  enstamped  on  man,  what  is  it  to 
debase  and  trample  on  that  image,  and  treat  it  as  a  brutal 
thing  ?  To  tear  asunder  the  tender  ties  of  nature  and 
airection— what  is  it  but  horrible  cruelty  ?  To  work  a  man, 
and  give  him  no  wages,  or  no  sufQcient  wages,  is  nothing 
but  robbery  and  oppression.  To  forbid  the  great  God  to 
speak  to  His  own  creatures,  that  they  may  be  saved,  is 
bidding  defiance  to  the  very  heavens.  To  deprive  a  people 
of  the  ordinance  and  privileges  of  marriage,  is  to  keep 
them  in  beas  iy  concubinage.  It  should  not  be  thought 
that  we,  in  the  i?ree  States,  have  nothing  to  do  with  this 
monstrous  iniquity.  Have  we  not  countenanced  those  who 
practised  it?  Bave  we  not  contributed  to  cxteud  and  es- 
tablish and  fortify  it? 

In  view  of  these  things,  we  doubt  not  but  the  Lord  is 
calling  us,  in  this  day,  to  fasting  and  nkourning  and  sup- 
plicadon;  and  we,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  General  Assembly  do  "Advise  and 
exhort  all  the  people  under  her  inspection  to  "  search  and 
try  their  ways,  aud  turn  to  the  Lord.  Let  them  cease  to 
do  evil,  and  team  to  do  well." — Isaiah,  i.  16. 

2.  That  the  clerk  of  the  Assembly  be  directed,  and 
hereby  s  directed,  to  forward  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  a  letter  in  behalf  of  this  Assembly,  aud 
assure  him  of  our  earnest  sympathy,  and  the  sympathy  of 
our  people,  and  our  and  their  readiness  to  co-operate  with 
him ,  in  his  endeavors  to  maintain  the  Constitution  and  the 
integrity  of  the  nation. 

GENERAL    ASSEMBLY    OP    THE    UNITED     PRESBYTE- 
RIAN   CHURCH,    1862. 

May — The  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  adopted : 


Whereas,  our  country  suffera  ui  der  a  desolating  civil 
war,  and  calamities  not  often  equaled  in  tbe  history  of  the 
world  are  now  endured  by  oar  fellow-countrymen ;  and 
whereas  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  as  witnesses  for 
Christ  and  watchmen  on  the  walls  of  Zion,  are  bound  by 
tbeir  testimony  to  give  the  trumpet  a  certain  and  distinct 
sound  in  order  to  warn  the  people  of  their  danger,  and 
direct  them  in  the  way  of  duty:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  in  the  defeats  and  disasters 
of  our  forces  in  the  beginning  of  the  conflict  a  deserved 
visitation  of  God's  wrath  upon  us  for  our  complicity  in  the 
sin  of  slavery  ;  and  while  we  have  reason  to  fear  further 
reverses  to  our  arms,  yet  we  feel  and  hereby  express  our 
gratitude  to  God  for  the  recent  victories  and  advantages 
obtained  over  the  enemy,  and  cherish  the  hope  and  befief 
that  God  will  continue  his  favor  until  rcbeUion  shall  be  for- 
ever crushed  and  peace  restored. 

2.  That,  believing  that,  so  l^g  as  slavery  lives,  no  per- 
manent peace  can  be  enjoyed,  we  express  our  highest 
gratification  at  the  emancipation  policy  indicated  in  the 
President's  recent  proposition,  to  aid  the  slave  States  in 
the  "abolishment"  of  slavery.  We  thank  God  for  the 
deliverance  of  the  District  of  Columbia  from  the  national 
curse  and  disgrace  of  slavery,  and  would  hail  with  plea- 
sure the  proclamation  of  universal  liberty  ;  aud  we  trust 
our  worthy  President  and  Congress  will  pursue  the  course 
of  emancipation  till  liberty  shall  be  proclaimed  throughout 
all  the  land  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

3.  That,  believing  compromise  with  wrong  to  bo  the  rock 
on  which  our  Union  has  been  in  danger  of  sp.ilting,  we 
warn  our  fellow-citizens,  politicians,  and  statesmen,  that  a 
compromise  with  rebellion  in  behalf  of  slavery  will  be  no 
less  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  our  Government  than  to 
the  cause  of  human  freedom. 

4.  That,  believing  it  to  be  a  duty  specially  incumbent  on 
the  Church  to  let  her  light  shine,  and  that  her  ministry  are 
particularly  bound  in  the  present  perilous  crisis  of  our 
country's  history  to  declare  the  counsel  of  God  regarding 
the  sin  and  crime  of  slavery,  we  trust  that  all  the  preachers 
of  that  gospel  which  proclaims  bberty  to  the  captive  of 
every  denomination,  will  hear  and  obey  God's  voice,  now 
calling  upon  them  louder  than  ever  before,  to  open  their 
mouth  in  behalf  of  the  dumb.  And  we  would  especially 
urge  upon  our  brethren  under  our  care,  to  give  a  clear 
testimony  on  this  subject,  in  order  to  instruct  our  people 
and  the  nation  in  the  great  truth  that  righteousness  exalt- 
eth  a  nation,  whilst  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people. 

5.  That,  as  we  can  only  succeed  by  depending  entirely 
on  Divine  agency,  we  will  call  upon  the  Lord  in  our  trouble, 
aud  ask  Him  to  so  overrule  the  present  war,  inaugurated 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  and  perp'  tuating  slavery, 
that  it  shall  issue  in  its  final  and  complete  overthrow  ;  aud 
that  we  will  bear  on  our  spirits  continually,  tbe  Congress, 
the  army  and  navy,  and  pray  especially  that  God  would 
preserve  those  who  have  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  their 
country  from  the  perils  of  the  camps  and  the  field,  and 
restore  them  to  their  families  and  friends  in  peace  and 
safety,  and  prepare  those  who  may  have  to  die  in  the 
conflict,  for  a  victory  over  death  and  hell,  and  a  triumphant 
entrance  into  heaven. 

BAPTIST. 

MEETING   OF   THE   BAPTISTS   AT   BROOKLYN,    N.  T., 
MAY  29,   1861. 

A.  B.  Capwell,  Esq.,  presided,  and  the  follow- 
ingr  officers  were  apppoiated: 

Vice-Presidents — Hon.  George  N.  Briggs, 
Rev.  G  S.  Webb,  D.  D.,  Thomas  Watson,  Esq., 
A.  Ilubbell,  E  q. 

Secretaries — Rev.  W.  H.  Shailer,  D.  D.,Rev. 
J.  B.  Simmons. 

Rev.  G  orge  C.  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  open'-d 
the  proceedings  with  prayer,  after  which  ths 
Committee,  appointed  at  a  preliminary  meet- 
ing—Rev. Dr.  William  R.  Williama.  N.  Y., 
Rev.  Dr.  Rufus  Babcock,  N.  J.,  Rev.  Dr. 
E.  E.  Cummlners,  New  Hampshire,  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  Baker,  Rev.  J.  Hyatt  S.  Smith,  of  Pa., 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  II.  Shailer,  Maine,  and  Rev.  Dr. 
S.  B.  Swain,  Mass  — presented,  throush  the 
Chairman,  Rev.  Dr.  Williams,  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted: 

The  Assembly  of  Riptists  gathered  from  the  various 
Northern  States  of  the  Union  would,  in  the  present  solemn 
crisis  of  our  national  history,  put  on  record  some  expres- 
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Bion  of  their  judgment  as  Christiana,  loving  their  country, 
and  seeking,  iu  tlie  fear  and  from  the  grace  of  God,  its  best 
'Interests.  We  are  threateued  to  be  rent  us  a  people  into 
two  hostile  camps;  several  States  of  the  Uuiou  nave 
Claimed  to  release  themselves  by  their  own  act  from  the 
national  Constitutiou  and  Union,  having  formed  what  they 
designate  as  a  Confederacy.  They  have  seized  the  nal,o;ial 
forts,  armaments,  and  ships.  Such  proceedings  on  the  part 
of  a  neighboring  community  would  bj  held  actual  war. 
Tet  there  has  been  no  precedent  such  as  iu  modern  cont  sis 
luauguratcs  ordinary  hostilities.  They  have  bombarded  a 
national  garrison.  The  General  Government  at  Washing- 
ton have  refused  to  recognize  the  right  of  secession,  and 
have  proc  aimed  alilie  their  own  right  aud  their  own  pur- 
pose to  occupy  the  national  property  and  defences  now 
usurped.  One  of  the  foremost  statesmeu  iu  the  new  move- 
meat,  and  himself  the  executive  officer  of  the  new  assumed 
Confederacy,  had  declared  African  slavery  the  immoUiale 
cause  of  the  revolution  thus  altemi4ed.  He  has  alleged 
that  the  old — and,  as  the  North  deems  it,  the  only  existing 
Constitution — regarded  such  slavery  as  wrong  iu  principle, 
and  that  the  founders  of  this  Constitution  expected  the 
bondage,  in  some  way,  and  at  some  time,  to  vanish. 
He  declares  of  tue  new  Confederate  States  that  they  as- 
sume, as  their  basis,  the  fundamental  erroueousuess  of 
such  original  estimate  and  expectation  on  the  part  of  the 
atbers  of  our  land.  Accepting  not  only  the  propriety,  but 
tiie  perpetuity  of  such  servitude,  he  places  the  new  gov- 
ernment on  the  alleged  inferiority  of  the  negro  race,  as  its 
corner-stone.  He  claims  for  the  new  Confederacy  that  it 
is  the  first  government  iu  all  history  thus  inaugurated  on 
this  new  truth,  as  ho  would  call  it.  He  invites  the  North- 
western States  to  enter  the  Confederacy.  But  ho  antici- 
pated the  disintegration  of  the  older  States;  and  he  declares 
that  in  case  of  these  last,  admission  to  the  new  Confederacy 
must  not  be  merely  by  reconstruction,  but  reorganization 
and  assimilation.  In  other  words,  African  bondage  seems 
required  as  the  mortar  that  is  to  agglutinate,  and  the  rock 
that  is  to  sustain  the  re-combined  aud  re-built  sovereignty 
that  shall  include  even  these  last.  Men  in  high  position  iu 
lae  new  organization  of  the  South,  have  proclaimed  their 
intent  of  seizing  the  national  Capitol,  and  planting  their 
flag  on  the  seats  of  Northern  State  Government.  The 
Trcsident  o!  the  United  States  has  summoned  a  large, 
formidable  force  to  the  metropolis  of  the  Union,  rallying 
to  the  delence  of  the  General  Government.  Remembering 
their  own  character,  as  the  servants  of  the  Prince  of  Peace 
this  Assembly  would  speak  fraternal  y,  not  heedlessly 
exasperating  strife,  bi:t  also  with  a  Irankness  and  decision 
■S  not  indorsing  injustice.  The  Church  is  a  kingdom  not 
of  the  wo:  Id.  But  the  men  of  the  Church  arc  not  the  less 
bound  to  recognize  and  loyally  to  uphold  all  rightful  secu- 
lar government. 

The  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God,  and  the  magis- 
tracy is  by  His  will  to  bear  the  sword  not  in  vain.  Christ, 
in  His  Messialisliip,  would  not  he  made  a  judge  or  a  divider 
AS  to  the  statutes  and  estates  of  this  earth;  but  lie  did  not, 
therefore,  abrogate  the  tribunals  of  earthly  judgment.  To 
Csesar  He  bade  us  render  Cassar's  dues.  He  cherished  and 
exemplitied  patriotism  wlien  answering  to  the  appeal 
made  to  Him  iu  the  behalf  of  that  Gentile  ruler,  as  fiir  as 
one  who  loved  '-our"  (Jewish)  nation.  He  showed  it  when 
weeping  as  He  predicted  the  coming  woes  of  His  own 
people  and  of  their  chief  city.  The  Gospel  of  Christ,  then, 
sanctions  and  consecrates  tnie  patriotism.  Shall  the  Chris- 
tians of  the  North  accept  the  revolution  thus  to  Ije  precipi- 
tated upon  them,  as  warranted  and  necessary  ?  or  shall  they 
acquiesce  in  it  as  inevitably  dismissing  the  question  of  its 
origin  in  tlie  irrecoverable  past?  Shall  tliey  wait  hopefully 
tlie  verdict  of  the  nations  and  the  sentence  of  Providence 
upon  the  new  bttsis  of  this  extemporized  confederacy? 
Meanwhile  shall  they  submit  passively  to  the  predicted  dis- 
integration of  their  own  North,  pondering  wistfully  upon 
the  possibilities  of  their  own  reorsanizutiou  to  qualifj'  them 
for  admission  on  the  novel  platform,  and  for  their  initiation 
into  the  new  principles  of  this  most  summary  revolution? 
The  memories  of  tlie  past  and  the  hopes  of  the  future ;  his- 
tory and  Scripture;  the  fear  of  God  and  regard  to  the  well- 
being  of  man;  the  best  interests  of  their  own  estranged 
brethren  at  the  Soutli,  and  their  own  rights  and  duties, 
not  to  themselves  and  their  children  only,  but  as  the  siaV- 
ards  of  constitutional  liberty  in  behalf  of  all  other  nations, 
encouraged  by  our  success,  as  such  remotest  nations  are 
bafhed  and  misled,  as  by  our  failure  such  nations  would 
necessarily  be, — all  considerations  unite  in  shutting  tip  the 
Christians  of  the  North  to  one  course.  The  foliuwing 
resolutions  present  correspondingly  what,  in  our  judgment, 
is  the  due  course  of  our  clitirchcs  and  jieople : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  doctrine  of  seces.sion  is  foreign  to  our 
Constitution,  revolutionary,  suicidal, — setting  out  in  anarcliy 
and  finding  its  ultimate  issue  in  despotism. 

2.  Tliat  the  National  Government  deserves  our  loj'al  ad- 
hesion and  unstinted  support  in  its  wise,  forbearing,  and 
ye*.  Una  maintenance  of  the  national  uuity  and  life  ;  aud 


that,  sore,  long,  and  costly  as  the  war  may  be,  the  North  has 
not  sought  it,  and  the  North  does  not  shun  it,  if  Southern 
aggressions  press  it;  and  that  a  surrender  of  the  national 
Union  and  our  ancestral  principles  would  involve  sorer 
evils  and  longer  continuance,  and  vaster  costliness. 

3.  That  the  wondrous  uprising,  iu  strongest  harmony 
and  largest  self--iacrifice,  of  tlie  whole  North  to  a-ssert  and 
vindicate  the  national  unity,  is  the  cause  of  grateful  amaze- 
ment and  devoutest  ackuowledgnieut  to  the  God  who  sways 
all  hearts  and  orders  all  events;  and  that  this  resurgent 
patriotism,  wisely  cherished  and  directed,  may,  in  God's 
blessed  discipline,  coiTect  evils  that  seemed  chronic  and 
irremediable  in  the  national  character. 

4.  That,  fearful  as  is  the  scoiir<;e  of  war  even  in  the  justest 
cause,  we  need,  as  a  nation,  to  humble  ourselves  before  God 
for  the  vain-glory,  sell-confidence,  greed,  venality,  and  cor- 
ruption of  manners  too  manifest  in  our  land  ;  that  in  its 
Wiisto  of  property  and  life,  its  invasion  of  the  Sabbath,  its 
demoralization,  and  its  barbarism,  we  see  the  evils  to  which 
it  strongly  tends;  but  that,  waged  in  a  good  cause  and  in 
the  fear  of  God,  it  may  be  to  a  people,  as  it  often  iu  past 
times  has  been,  a  stern  but  salutary  lesson  for  enduring 
good.  In  this  struggle,  the  churches  of  the  North  should, 
by  prayer  for  them,'the  distribution  of  Scripture  and  tract, 
and  the  encouragement  of  devout-chaplains,  seek  the  reli- 
gious culture  of  their  brave  soldiers  and  mariners. 

5.  That  the  North  seek  not,  iu  any  sense,  the  subjugation 
of  the  South,  or  tlie  horrors  of  a  servile  war,  or  the  devasta- 
tion of  their  homes  by  reckless  and  imbruted  mercenaries, 
but  believe  most  firmly  the  rejection,  were  it  feasible,  of  the 
Constitution  and  Union,  would  annihilate  the  best  safe- 
guard of  Southern  peace. 

6.  That  tlie  churches  of  our  denomination  be  urged  to  set 
apart  the  last  Fiiday  in  June  as  a  day  of  solemn  humili- 
ation and  prayer  for  the  interposition  of  Gods  gracious 
care  to  hinder  or  to  limit  the  conflict,  to  stay  the  wrath, 
and  to  sanctify  the  trial ;  and  that  one  hour  also  in  the  Fri- 
day evening  of  each  week  be  observed  as  a  season  of  inter- 
cession, privately,  for  our  country  during  this  period  of  her 
gloom  and  peril. 

7.  That,  brought  nearer  as  eternity  and  judgment  are  in 
such  times  of  sharp  trial  and  sudden  change,  it  is  the  duty 
of  all  to  redeem  the  fleeting  hour, — the  duty  of  all  Christ's 
people  to  see  that  the  walls  of  Zion  be  built  in  tr  niblous 
times,  and  to  hope  only  and  ever  in  that  wonder-working 
God  who  made  British  missions  to  India  aud  the  South 
Seas  to  grow  amid  the  Napoleon  wars ;  who  trained,  in  Ser- 
amjiore  missions,  Havelock,  the  Christian  warrior,  as,  two 
centuries  before.  He  had  prepared,  in  the  wars  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  warrior  Baxter,  who  wrote,  as  army  chap- 
l;un,  the  "Shunt's  Everlasting  Rest,"  and  the  Bunyan,  who 
described  for  all  after  time,  the  "  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  and 
"The  Holy  War." 

8.  That  what  was  botight  at  Bunker  Hill,  'Valley  Forge., 
and  Yorktown,  was  not,  with  our  consent,  sold  at  Mont- 
gomery ;  that  we  dispute  the  legality  of  the  bargain,  aud, 
in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  shall  hope 
to  contest,  through  this  generation,  if  need  be,  the  feasibility 
of  the  transfer. 

WEST  NEW  JERSEY  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION,   1861. 

Sept.  10 — The  body  met  at  Mount  Holly, 
Sept.  13 — The  report   of   the  Committee  on 

the  State  of  the  Country — Samuel  Aarou,  J. 

E.  Wiltou,  E.  M.  Barker,  J.  M.  Carpeuter,  L.  G. 

Beck,  J.   H.   Lambert,   H.  J.    Mulford,  Henry 

Samuel — was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  all  genuine  Baptists  have  ever  contended  for 
the  principle  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  (see  Acts  iv.  19, 
20!)  and  whereas  that  liherty  is  most  fully  secured  to  a 
people  under  the  form  of  a  Democratic  Republic;  and 
whereas  our  Fathers,  with  the  help  of  God,  by  the  sacrifice 
of  their  fortunes  and  their  lives,  established  such  a  Gov- 
ernment f»r  these  "  United  States  ;"  aud  whereas  this 
Government  is  now  assailed  by  armed  traitors  in  the  Slave 
States,  and  by  their  insidious  accessories  in  the  Free — the 
one  set  robbing  and  butchering  the  loyal — the  other  at- 
temi)ting  to  delude  and  divide  them,  and  both  co-operating 
to  subvert  the  Government  and  annihilate  the' Union; 
Therefore, 

Mesrdved,  That  it  is  our  duty  as  citizens,  as  Baptists,  and 
as  Cliristians,  to  resist  such  trattoy-f,  2\'orth  unci  South,  by 
speech,  with  the  pen  and  with  tlie  press;  and,  if  need 
be,  with  the  implements  of  death  on  the  field  of  "oattle, 
pledging  to  the  Gcverument  and  the  Constitution,  as  our 
fathers  did,  "  Our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred 
honor." 

2.  If  the  Rebels  raise  the  issue  between  slavery  and  the 
Constitution,  that  we  will  support  the  Government  in 
sweeping  from  the  country  that  infamous  outrage  ou  th« 
Uiylds  of  mart. 
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3.  That  we  approve  of  the  President's  appointment  of  a 

"  natiomil  fiwt-day,"  and  earnpstly  request  the  churches  to 
observe  the  day  by  fasting,  and  by  prayer,  and  by  sermons 
or  addresses,  calculated  to  instruct  the  people  and  attach 
them  to  our  noble  institutions,  the  best  ever  enjoyed. 
WEST  NEW  JERSEY  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  OP   1862. 

The  President  made  the  following  reply  to 

the   resolutions   of    this    body   passed   at     its 

eession  of  18G2  : 

Department  of  State,  Sp,pt  29, 1862. 

Reverend  Gentlemen  :  The  resolutions  concerning  the 
state  of  public  affairs,  vrhicli  you  liave  transmitted  to  me, 
have  been  communicated  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  reply  that  he  accepts, 
with  the  most  sincere  and  grateful  emotions,  the  pledges 
they  offer  of  all  the  magnanimous  endeavors  and  all  the 
vigorous  efforts  which  the  emergencies  of  the  country 
demand.  Tlie  President  desires,  also,  that  you  may  be 
well  assured  that,  so  far  as  it  belongs  to  him,  no  vigor  and 
no  perseverance  shall  be  wanting  to  suppress  the  existing 
insurrection,  and  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  Union  of 
the  States  and  the  integrity  of  the  country.  You  may 
further  rest  assured  that  the  President  is  looking  for  a 
restoration  of  peace  on  no  other  basis  than  that  of  the 
unconditional  acquiescence  by  the  people  of  all  the  States 
in  the  constitutional  authority  of  the  federal  Government. 
Whatever  policy  shall  lead  to  that  result  will  be  pursued  ; 
wliatever  interest  shall  stand  in  the  way  of  it,  will  be  dis- 
regarded. 

The  President  is,  moreover,  especially  sensible  of  the 
wisdom  of  your  counsels  in  recommendiug  the  cultivation 
by  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  of  a 
spirit  of  meekness,  humiliation,  and  dependence  on  Al- 
mighty God,  as  an  indispensable  condition  for  obtaining 
that  Divine  aid  and  fixvor  without  which  all  human  power, 
though  directed  to  the  wisest  and  most  benevolent  ends,  is 
unavailing  and  worthless.  In  a  time  of  public  danger  like 
this,  a  state,  especially  a  republic,  as  you  justly  imply, 
ought  to  repress  and  expel  all  personal  ambitions,  jeal- 
ousies, and  asperities,  and  become  one  united,  harmonious, 
loyal,  and  devotional  jjeople. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM   U.  SEWARD. 

WEST    NEW   JERSEY    BAPTIST    ASSOCIATION,    1864. 

September  13 — The  body  met  at  Pemberton. 

September  14 — The  leport  of  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Country — Samuel  Aaron, 
A.  J.  Hires,  S.  C.  Dare,  M.  Jones,  J.  Jiammett, 
T.  G.  Wright,  and  Joseph  H.  Kain  —  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  Civil  Government,  whether  among  Chris- 
tian or  Pagan  nations,  is  an  ordinance  of  God,  intended  to 
estiiblish  natural  justice  aniongnien,and  that  our  American 
Government  is  the  nearest  approach  to  right  since  the 
In.stitutious  of  Moses. 

2.  Therefore,  that  this  Southern  conspiracy  against  our 
nations  life  is  the  greatest  pohtical  atrocity  since  Israel 
rebelled  against  Jehovah. 

3.  That  as  the  Lord  appointed  war,  pestilence,  and  famine 
to  humble  and  subjugate  the  Jews,  bo  we  believe  this  nation 
has  His  sanction  for  making  the  costliest  sacrifice  of  trea- 
sure and  Ijlood  that  historyVecords,  in  order  to  extermin.ate, 
even  with  fire  and  sword,  those  devoted  agents  of  disunion 
and  barbarism,  who  perseveringly  swear  that  they  will 
destroy  the  Uuioii  or  themselves. 

4.  That  the  mea-sures  thus  for  employed  by  our  public 
representatives  and  sanctioned  by  the  people,  have,  for  the 
most  part,  been  right  and  expedient,  and  that  their  results 
do,  just  now,  afl'ord  abundant  promise  and  glorious  hope  of 
the  triumph  of  liberty,  justice  and  humanity. 

5.  That  any  terms  of  peace  short  of  unqualified  submis- 
sion by  the  rebels,  would  be  an  act  of  unparalleled  treason 
against  tlie  industrial,  social,  and  moral  interests  of  man  ; 
and  a  mockery  of  the  Divine  Proridence,  which  has  so 
eminently  exalted  ns  in  tlie  political  heavens,  to  bo  the 
pole-star  ot  liberty  to  the  human  race. 

NEW    JERSEY    BAPTIST    STATE    CONVENTION,    1864. 

November  10 — The  body  met  in  Borden- 
town. 

November  11 — The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Country — Messrs.  Whee- 
lock  H.  Parmly,  Henry  C.  Fish,  Lewis  Smith, 
J.  Perry  Hall,  Robert  F.  Young — was  accepted, 
"  with  remarkable  unanimity,"  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize,  with  deepest  gratitude,  the 


hand  of  God  in  the  signal  successes  which  have  attended 
our  gallant  army  and  navy  during  the  past  year  in  their 
efforts  to  overthrow  the  present  rebellion. 

2.  That  we  also  recognize  the  same  Divine  hand  in  mov- 
ing the  hearts  of  the  loyal  masses  of  the  country  to  rebuke, 
with  unmistakable  emphasis,  through  the  agency  of  th9 
ballot-box,  the  atrocious  attempts  of  designing  and  corrupt 
men  in  the  North  to  embarrass  the  General  Government, 
and  lenil  effectual  aid  and  comfort  to  armed  traitors. 

3.  That,  since  the  war  into  which  we  have  been  forced  is 
essentially  a  conflict  between  freedom  and  slavery,  we  see 
no  method  of  terminating  this  conflict,  and  desire  no 
other,  than  by  the  utter  extinction  of  the  system  of  slavery 
throughout  all  the  national  territory. 

4.  That  God  is  calling  us  as  Christians  to  put  forth  the 
most  vigorous  exertions  for  the  religious  welfare  of  the 
millions  of  op])ressed  people  whom  the  fortunes  of  this  war 
are  bringing  within  the  reach  of  our  evangelical  effort. 

5.  Ina;-much  as  success  can  come  from  God  alone,  we 
still  feel  the  need  of  continued  prayer  for  the  further  in- 
terposition of  His  power  in  our  behalf,  that  this  cruel  con- 
flict may  be  settled  at  last  in  such  a  manner  as  to  heal  all 
our  differences,  exalt  us  in  righteousness,  and  bind  all 
parties  and  secti  ms  into  a  firm  and  indissoluble  Union. 

6.  That  we  heartily  approve  the  President's  Proclamation 
of  Thanksgiving  on  the  last  Thursday  of  this  month,  and 
recommend  that  it  be  observbU  by  all  the  churches  repre- 
seated  in  this  body. 

PHILADELPHIA    BAPTIST    ASSOCIATION,      1862. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  Wheaton  Smith,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That,  as  members  of  the  Philadelphia  Baptist 
Association,  we  reaffirm  our  unswerving  loyalty  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  these  United  States. 

2.  That  in  the  trials  through  which  we  are  passing  as  a 
nation,  we  recognize  the  guidance  of  the  Almighty,  and  see, 
not  dimly,  the  purpose  of  his  love  to  purify  the  fountains  oi 
our  national  life,  and  develop  in  righteousness  the  ele- 
ments of  our  national  prosperity. 

3.  That,  as  Christian  citizens  of  this  Republic,  it  is  our 
bounden  duty  to  renounce  all  sympathy  with  sin,  to  rebuke 
all  complicity  with  evil,  and  cherish  a  simple,  cheerful  con- 
fidence in  Him  whoso  omnipotence  flowed  through  a  strip- 
ling's arm  and  sank  into  the  forehead  of  the  Philistine. 

4.  That,  in  pursuance  of  this  spirit,  we  hail  with  joy  the 
recent  proclamation  of  our  Chief  Magistrate,  declaring 
freedom  on  the  firstday  of  January  next  to  the  slaves  in  all 
the  then  disloyal  States,  and  say  to  him,  as  the  ijoople  said 
to  Ezra,  "Arise,  for  the  matter  belongeth  unto  thee;  we, 
also,  will  be  with  thee;  be  of  good  courage  and  doit." 

5.  That,  in  the  name  of  Liberty,  which  we  love;  in  the 
name  of  Peace,  which  we  would  make  enduring;  in  the 
name  of  humanity  and  of  religion,  whose  kindred  hopes  are 
blended,  we  protest  against  any  compromise  with  rebellion ; 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  war  on  such  a  basis,  whether 
for  a  longer  or  a  shorter  period,  we  pledge,  in  addition  to 
our  prayers,  our  "  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor." 

6.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the 
President  and  liis  advisers,  with  assurances  of  the  honor  iu 
which,  as  Christians,  we  hold  them,  and  with  our  solemn 
entreaty  that  no  one  of  them  will,  iu  the  discharge  of  duties 
however  faithful  for  his  country,  neglect  the  interests  o/ 
his  own  personal  salvation. 

THE   president's    REPLY. 

WA.SHINGTON,  October  IS,  1862. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tor  the 
other  heads  of  departments,  as  well  as  in  my  own  behalf, 
the  reception  of  the  resolutions  which  were  adopted  by 
your  venerable  association  during  the  last  week,  and  to 
assure  you  of  our  high  appreciation  of  the  personal  kind- 
ness, patriotic  fervor,  and  religious  devotion  which  pervade 
their  important  proceedings.  You  seem,  gentlemen,  to 
have  wisely  borne  in  mind,  what  is  too  often  forgotten, 
that  any  government — especially  a  republican  one— i^aunot 
be  expected  to  rise  atiove  the  virtue  of  tlie  people  over 
whom  it  presides.  Government  is  always  dependent  on  tho 
support  of  the  nation  from  >vhom  it  derives  all  its  powers 
and  all  its  forces,  and  the  inspiration  which  can  give  it 
courage,  energy,  and  resolution,  can  come  only  trom  the 
innermost  heart  of  the  country  which  it  i»  re(iuireil  to  lead 
or  to  save.  It  i.s  indeed  possible  for  our  Admiuistr.ition  iu 
tli's  country  to  conceive  and  perfect  policies  which  wnuld 
bo  beneficent,  but  it  oould  not  carry  them  into  etfect 
without  the  public  consent;  for  the  first  instruction  whi(.h 
the  statesman  derives  from  experience  is,  that  ho  must  do, 
iu  every  case,  not  what  he  wishes,  but  what  he  can. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  our  country,  we  find  many 
instances  in  which  it  is  apparent  that  gi-ave  errors  liavo 
been  committed  by  the  Government;  but  candor  will 
o)>lige  us  to  own  that  heretofore  the  jieople  have  always 
had  substantially  the  very  kind  of  Administiatiuu  whiclt 
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they  at  the  time  desired  and  preferred.  Political,  moral,  and 
relig^iuus  teachers  exercise  the  greatest  influence  in  form- 
ing and  directing  popular  sentiments  and  resolutions.  Do 
yoi^  therefore,  gentlemen,  persevere  in  the  inculcation  of 
the  principles  and  sentiments  which  you  have  expressed  in 
your  rec  nt  proceedings,  and  rest  assured  that,  if  the  na- 
tional magnanimity  shall  be  found  equal  to  the  crisis 
through  which  the  country  is  passing,  no  efforts  on  the 
p.trt  of  the  Administration  will  be  spared  to  bring  about  a 
peace  without  a  loss  of  any  part  of  the  national  territories, 
or  the  sacrifice  of  any  of  the  constitutional  safeguards  of 
civil  or  religious  liberty.  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  satis- 
faction which  will  attend  that  result  will  be  immeasurably 
increased  if  it  sliall  bo  found  also,  that  in  the  operations 
which  shall  have  produced  it,  humanity  shall  have  gained 
new  and  important  advantages.  Commending  ourselves  to 
your  prayers,  and  to  the  prayers  of  all  who  desire  the  wel- 
fare of  our  country  and  of  mankind,  I  tender  you  the  sin- 
cere thanks  of  my  associates,  with  whom  I  have  the  honor 
to  reipain,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

PHILADELPHIA    BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION,      1864. 

October  4 — Thp  "PoHv  met,  and  adjourned 
October  6.  During  the  session.  Rev.  D.  C. 
Eddy,  D.  D.,  presented  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Country,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  the  gigantic  rebellion  which  has,  for  more  than 
three  years  been  deluging  the  land  with  fratricidal  blood, 
and  sacrificing  the  lives  of  fathers,  brothers  and  sons,  re- 
mains unsubdued;   therefore, 

Kesolved,  That  it  becomes  us,  on  this  as  on  every  proper 
occasion,  to  express  our  unswerving  loyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment, our  confidence  in  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and 
our  steady  adherence  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 

2.  That  while  a  sincie  armed  foe  remains  on  our  soil,  or 
a  single  finger  is  lifted  against  the  Government  of  our 
country,  or  a  single  element  of  treason  menaces  our  na- 
tional existence,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  all  Christians  to 
sink  party  considerations  in  a  firm,  hearty,  united  support 
of  those  whom  God  in  his  providence,  and  the  people  in  the 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  have  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  Guvernment,  and  who  are  striving  to  crush  the  re- 
bi-Uion  :ind  restore  the  unity  of  the  States. 

3.  That  whatever  dire  calamity  may  fall  upon  the  States 
in  rebellion,  however  severe  may  be  the  penalties  of  war, 
however  bitter  and  heartrending  the  condition  of  besieged 
cities  and  desolated  communities,  they  only  are  responsible 
who  have  lifted  the  sword  of  anarchy  against  a  righteous 
Government ;  and,  if  they  perish,  their  blood  will  be  upon 
their  own  heads. 

i.  That  American  slavery  (never  to  be  justified  by  the 
mild,  temporary,  patriarchal  servitude  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment), the  enormity  and  brutality  of  which  has  few  paral- 
lels in  the  history  of  ages,  lies  at  the  basis  of  the  wicked 
attempt  to  overthrow  theGovernment,  is  responsible  tor  the 
bloodshed  and  crime  of  the  past  three  years,  and  should  bo 
held  a -conntable  before  God  and  man  for  every  life  sacri- 
ficed and  every  drop  of  blood  shed. 

6.  That  no  permanent  peace,  no  lasting  Union,  and  no 
public  safety  can  be  expected  while  slavery  exists;  and  as 
an  outlaw  upon  civilization,  a  jjirate  on  human  rights,  the 
foe  of  God  and  man,  alike  the  enemy  of  the  white  and 
black,  it  should  be  utterly,  immediately,  unconditionally 
and  eternally  blotted  out,  as  one  of  the  foulest  stains  that 
ever  rested  upon  any  civilized  land. 

6.  That  the  only  road  to  peace,  and  the  only  hope  of 
Union,  lie  iu  the  subjugation  of  the  rebellion,  the  exter- 
mination of  its  cause,  and  the  overthrow  of  its  supporters; 
and  there;ore,  until  the  necessity  ceases,  we  should  welcome 
fcixation,  sacrifice,  and  if  needful,  universal  conscription — 
our  motto  being  "  First  Christ's,  then  our  country's  !  " 

7.  That,  in  the  successes  which  have  crowned  the  Union 
army,  wo  recognize  the  hand  of  God,  who  only  can  "  or- 
ganize victory : "  that  our  most  earnest  thanksgiving  be 
returned  to  Ilim.  while  we  pray  that  in  His  infinite  grace  He 
will  roll  on  the  tide  of  success,  and  hiisten  the  day  when 
rebellion  shall  be  eonquered,  slavery  alxjlished,  peace 
restored,  the  law  vindicated,  the  national  honor  maintained, 
and  the  spirit  of  Christ  shall  unite  North  and  South  iu  one 
holy  brotherhood. 

h.  That  any  compromise  between  the  Government  and 
the  States  in  rebellion,  which  wor.ld  revoke  the  proclama- 
tion of  pmaneipatioii,  and  doom  agidn  to  bondage  a  race, 
one  hundred  thousand  of  whose  suns,  clad  in  the  uniform  of 
the  republic,  have  gone  into  the  carnage  of  battle,  display- 
ing a  heroism  which  has  won  the  admiration  of  the  nation 
which  h;ts  i:ever  recognized  their  manhood,  and  to  restore 
the  ling  which  has  never  given  them  the  protection  of  cit- 
i,:enship,  would  be  so  infamous  as  to  provoke  the  scorn  and 
merit  the  denunciation  of  the  whole  Chridtiau  worid. 


9.  That  in  the  cons.ltutionally-elected  President  of  the 
United  States,  we  recognize  the  representative  of  Uniun, 
Liberty  and  Peace,  and  we  cannot  fail  to  pray  that  the 
Government  may  be  sustained  until  the  supremacy  of  the 
Constitution  shall  be  established,  and  the  flag  of  the  Union 
shall  Wave  in  peaceful  triumph  over  every  inch  of  soil  now 
polluted  by  war  and  cursed  by  treason. 

10.  That  we  appeal,  away  from  every  human  aim.  to  the 
God  of  battles,  and  solemnly  and  unitedly  invoke  his  gra- 
cious aid,  praying  "  Let  God  arise,  let  his  enemies  be  scat- 
tered; let  them  also  that  hate  him  flee  before  him.  Aa 
smcike  is  driven  away,  so  drive  them  away;  aa  wax  melteth 
before  the  fire,  so  lot  the  wicked  perish  at  the  presence  of 
God." 

The  Moderator  and  Clerk  were  instructed  to  convey  a 
copy  of  the  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
St;»tes,  a.'id  also  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

PKXNSTLVANIA  BAPTIST  COKVENTION,    1862. 

November  25 — The  body  met  at  Harrisburg. 

November  26 — Rev.  Dr.  Loomis,  Rev,  S.  G. 
Chace,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Jeffery  were  appointed  a 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country,  aid, 
same  day,  reported  these  resolutions,  which 
were  UHanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention,  representing  40.000  of  the 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  mindful  in  the  present  national 
crisis  of  our  solemn  duties  to  our  country  and. our  God, 
hereby  declare  our  profound  conviction  of  the  intimate 
relation  there  is  between  the  cause  of  human  liberty  and 
the  cause  of  pure  religion,  and  also  our  set  purpose  aa 
citizens,  as  Christians,  and  as  Christian  ministers,  to  em- 
ploy our  whole  influence  in  supporting  the  supremacy  of 
our  National  Constitution  against  all  enemies  whatsoever. 

2.  That  as  the  institution  of  Slavery  stands  before  the 
world  as  the  confessed  feeding  .source  of  the  present 
mighty  and  wicked  Rebellion  against  our  National  Consti- 
tution, we  most  heartily  approve  of  the  President's  Procla- 
mation of  Emancipation,  without  modification  in  substance, 
and  without  change  of  time  in  its  execution. 

3.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  duly  authenticated, 
be  forwitrded  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

PENNSYLVANIA  BAPTIST  CONVENTION,    1863. 

October  2'?— The  body  met  at  Salem,  West, 
moreland  county  Sam'i  day,  Messrs.  Mirick, 
Chace,  McNeill,  J.  W.  Smith,  Wilder,  and  Cra- 
mer were  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Country. 

October  28— They  reported  resolutions,  which 
were  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  and 
were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  history  of  Baptists  is  interwoven  with  the 
history  and  triumphs  of  civil  and  religious  libertv  ;  and 

Whereas,  Our  national  Government  grew  out  of  Baptist 
polity,  exemplified  by  men  of  whom  Roger  Williams  was 
the  type  at  the  North,  and  a  little  Baptist  church  near  the 
residence  of  Tliomaa  Jefferson,  from  whom  he  declared  he 
obtained  his  first  ideas  of  Republican  Government,  was 
the  type  at  the  South  : 

Resolved,  That  we  should  be  derelict  to  our  principles  as 
Baptists,  and  unworthy  sons  of  worthy  sires,  if,  in  thia 
crisis  in  our  existence,  we  withheld  our  gujiport,  influence, 
and  sympathy  from  our  Government. 

2.  That  it  is  our  duty,  both  as  citizens  and  Christians,  to 
speak  boldly  our  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  causes  of 
the  existing  rebellion,  that  ministers'  should  speak  boldly 
on  the  subject,  and  that  those  who  take  ofl'ence  at  such 
utterances  are  unworthy  of  a  place  in  the  Christian  church. 

3.  That  we,  the  members  of  this  Convention,  as  patriots, 
as  Baptists,  .and  as  Christians,  do  express  our  unqualified 
support  of  our  National  and  State  Governments,  in  their 
efforts  to  suppress  thepresent  rebellion. 

4.  That  we  have  occasion  for  gratitude,  that  not  only  the 
full  apostolic  proportion  of  eleven-fsvelfths  of  the  Christian 
ministry  among  us  are  truly  loyal  Government  supporters, 
but  that  the  mass  of  the  piety  of  our  churches  and  the  in- 
telligence of  our  country  occupy  the  same  position. 

5.  That  the  recent  victories  at  the  ballot-box  should  be 
accepted  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  as  exhibiting  the 
loyalty  of  the  people,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  continued 
blessing  of  God  on  us  as  a  nation. 

6.  That  in  the  President's  Proclamation  of  Emancipation, 
made  valid  by  the  exigncy  which  called  it  forth,  and  in 
his  recent  de<-larati.m  to  abide  by  it,  we  see  the  progress  of 
Christ's  kingdom,  which  will  proclaim  liberty  to  all  the 
earth. 

7.  Tliat  we  urge  the  churches  tliroughout  the  Common- 
wealth to  observe  the  last  Thursday  in  November  next. 
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suHJording  to  the  recommendation  of  the  President,  as  a  day 
ef  public  TbanliBgiviijg  to  God. 

Same  day — This  resolution,  offered  by  Rev. 
J.  Wheaton  Smith,  was  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Rev.  Joscpli  Smith,  an  enrolled  delegate  to  this 
body,  has  declared,  in  our  hearing,  liis  belief  that  the  Gos- 
pel has  no  balm  for  our  beloved  and  bleeding  country,  and 
that,  in  his  public  ministrations,  lie  finds  no  place  for  allu- 
sions to  our  national  griefs;  therefore, 

Jiesoli'td,  That  we  commend  our  brother  to  a  better 
reading  of  his  Master's  message,  and  to  broader  views  of 
pulpit  miuistratioQ. 

OHIO  BAPTIST  CONVENTION,    1862. 

October — The  body  met,  and  passed  these 
resolutions,   prepared   by  Rev.   Dr.   M.  Stone: 

Whereas,  The  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God,  and  he 
that  resisteth  the  power,  resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God, 
and  is  threatened  with  damnation  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolced,  That  it  is  our  right  and  duty,  as  a  body  of 
Christian  citizens,  in  these  times  of  rebellion  against  our 
beneficent  Government,  to  tender  our  hearty  sympathy  and 
support  to  tliose  who  are  intrusted  with  it. 

2.  That  we  will  af-cord  a  cheerful  and  earnest  support  to 
our  rulers  and  our  armies  in  their  endeavors  to  crush  the 
wicked  rt-belliou,  until  that  object  shall  be  accomplished, 
and  peace  and  order  restored;  and  that  wo  will  ofler  up 
our  prayers  and  supplications  daily  to  the  Sovereign  Disposer 
of  events  lor  his  iuterijosition  in  this  behalf. 

3.  That  since  thepresent  terrible  civil  war  was  begun  by  our 
enemies  without  any  just  cause  or  provocation,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  extending,  strengthening,  and  perpetuating  the  wicked 
institution  of  slavery,  against  the  moral  senseof  the  civilized 
world,  and  though  in  the  beginning  we  had  no  intention  of 
interfering  with  the  institulionsof  the  rebellious  States,  yet 
the  progress  of  the  war  clearly  indicates  the  purpose  of 
God  to  be  the  summary  extinction  of  slavery,  therefore  we 
approve  the  late  proclamation  of  liberty  of  our  President, 
and  we  will  sustain  liim  in  carrying  out  that  proclamation 
till  our  oeloved  country  shall  be  purged  of  the  accuroi-d 
blot,  both  the  cause  of  the  war  and  the  chief  means  in  our 
enemy's  hands  of  carrying  it  on,  and  will  stand  by  our 
country  in  the  adoption  of  such  further  measures  as  may 
b|B  neccessary  to  put  an  end  to  this  great  rebellion. 

NEW  YORK  BAPTIST  CONVENTION,   1862. 

October  7 — The  body  met  in  Ithaca,  and 
unanimously  adopted  the  following  : 

Whereas,  The  civil  war  which  was  in  progress  in  our 
country  at  our  last  annual  meeting  is  still  in  existence, 
threataning  the  destruction  of  our  Government,  with  all 
the  precious  interests  it  involves ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  religious  body,  we  deem  it  our  duty 
to  cherish  and  manifest  the  deepest  sjTupathy  for  the  pre- 
servation and  perpetuity  of  a  Government  which  protects 
us  in  the  great  work  of  Christian  civilization. 

2.  That,  in  our  opinion,  the  history  of  civil  governments 
furnishes  no  exarajjle  of  more  audacious  wickedness  than 
is  exhibited  by  the  rebellion  which  has  been  inaugurated 
against  the  free  government  framed  by  our  fathers,  and  so 
eminently  in  harmony  wth  the  conscious  and  obvious 
rights  of  man. 

3.  That  while  we  see,  with  the  profoundest  sorrow,  thou- 
san.ls  uf  husljands,  fathers,  brothers,  and  sons  falling  on 
the  battle-field,  considering  the  interests  to  be  preserved 
and  transmitted  to  future  generations,  we  cannot  regard 
the  sacrifice  of  treasure  and  of  life  too  much  for  the  object 
to  be  secured. 

4.  That  as  human  slavery  in  the  Southern  portion  of  our 
country  is,  in  our  judgment,  the  procuring  cause  of  the 
rebellion  now  raging  among  us,  having  been  proclaimed  as 
the  corner-stone  of  the  rebellion  iind  iis  the  institution  for 
which  they  are  fighting,  as  Christian  men  and  citizens  we 
fully  and  heartily  endorse  the  recent  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  declaring  forever  free  all 
slaves  in  the  rebel  States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1863. 

5.  That  the  spirit  of  the  age,  the  safety  of  the  country, 
and  the  laws  of  God  require  tiiat  among  the  results  of  the 
present  bloody  war  shall  bo  fouml  the  entire  removal  of 
that  relic  of  barbarism,  that  bane  and  shame  of  the  nation, 
Anwrican  slavery,  and  that  the  banner  of  freedom  float 
triumphantly  and  trulhfuLly  ovnr  all  the  land. 

6.  That  the  foregoing  ijreamble  and  resolutions  bo  signed 
by  the  officers  of  the  Convention,  and  transmitted  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

AMERICAN  BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  ONION,    1863. 

May — The  body  met  in  Cleveland,  and  adopt- 


ed the  following  paper,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee by  Rev.  Dr.  Dowling  : 

Whereas,  The  officers  and  members  of  the  American  Baptist 
Missionaiy  Union,  at  their  last  annual  meeting  in  May,  1862, 
unanimously  adopted  a  series  of  resolutions,  characterizing 
"the  war  now  waged  by  the  national  Government  to  put 
down  the  unprovoked  and  wicked  rebeJlion  that  has  risen 
against  it,  and  to  establish  anew  the  reign  of  order  and  of 
law,  as  as  a  most  righteous  and  holy  one,  sanctioned  alike 
by  God  and  all  right-thinking  men;"  aud  also  expressive 
of  their  conviction  that  "  the  principal  cause  and  origin  of 
this  attempt  to  destroy  the  Government  has  been  the  insti- 
tution of  slaverj';  and  that  a  safe,  solid,  and  lasting  peace 
cannot  be  expected  short  of  its  complete  overthrow;" 
therefore, 

Rr.v.lvcd,  That  the  developments  of  the  year  since 
elapsed,  in  connection  with  this  attempt  to  destroy  the 
best  Government  on  earth,  have  tended  only  to  deepen 
our  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  sentiments  which  we 
then  expressed,  and  which  we  now  and  here  solemnly 
reiterate  and  reaffirm. 

2.  That  the  authors,  aiders,  and  abettors  of  this  slavehold- 
ers' rebellion,  in  their  desperate  efforts  to  nationalize  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery  and  to  extend  its  despotic  sway  through- 
out the  land,  have  themselves  inflicted  on  that  institution  a 
series  of  most  terrible,  and  fatal,  and  suicidal  bh^ws,  from 
which,  we  believe,  it  can  never  recover,  and  they  have 
themselves  thus  fixed  its  destiny  and  hastened  its  doom ; 
and  that  for  thus  overruling  what  appeared  at  first  to  be  a 
terrible  national  calamity,  to  the  production  of  results  SO 
unexpected  and  glorious,  our  gratitude  and  adoration  are 
due  to  that  wonder-working  God  who  still  "maketh  the 
wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him,  while  the  remainder  of 
wrath  He  restrains." — Psalm  Ixxvi.  10. 

3.  That  in  the  recent  acts  of  Congress,  abolishing  slavery 
forever  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories,  and 
in  the  noble  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  declariifg  freedom  to  tiie  slave  in  States  in  rebellion, 
we  see  cause  for  congratulation  and  joy,  and  we  think  we 
behold  the  dawn  of  that  glorious  day  when,  as  in  Israel's 
ancient  jiibilee,  "  liberty  shall  be  proclaimed  throughout  all 
the  land,  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof." — Levitieus 
XXV.  10. 

4.  That  as  American  Christians  we  rejoice  in  the  growing 
sympathy  of  the  enlightened  portion  of  our  Christian 
brethren  in  Great  Britain  and  other  European  nations  with 
the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  in  this 
righteous  war,  and  that  while  we  cordially  thank  our  friends 
across  the  water  for  all  expressions  of  their  confidence  and 
approval,  we  embrace  this  opportunity  of  assuring  them 
tliat,  within  our  judgment,  the  United  States  possesses 
within  herself  the  means,  the  men,  and  the  courage  neces- 
sary for  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion,  and  that 
while  we  ask  no  assistance  from  other  nations,  we  will 
brook  no  intervention  or  interference  with  our  national 
affairs  while  engaged  in  this  arduous  struggle,  which  we 
believe  will  soon  be  completely  successful  in  utterly 
suppressing  and  subduing  this  rebellion. 

5.  That  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  as  ministers,  and  as 
Christians  and  patriots,  to  sustain  the  Presidi^nt  of  the 
United  States  and  his  associates  in  the  administration  by 
our  prayers,  our  influence,  and  our  personal  sacrifices,  till 
this  rebellion  shall  be  subdued,  and  peace,  upon  the  basis 
of  justice,  freedom,  and  Union,  shall  be  again  restored. 

LUTHERAN". 

GENERAL  SYNOD  OF  1862. 

May  1 — This  body  met  in  Lancaster,  Pa. 

May  6 — The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Country,  through  the  Chairman,  submitted  thia 
Miuuie,  which  was  taken  up  seriatim,  discussed, 
and  adopted  The  Committee  were :  W.  A. 
Passavant,  C.  P.  Krauth,  H.  H.  Vandyke, .  B. 
W.  Huiter,  G.  F.  Stelling,  B.  C.  Suesserott,  F. 
A.  Muhlenberg,  B.  Pope,  D.  Sell,  H.  Eggers,  C. 
Starizman,  J.  G.  Morris,  G.  A  Lintner,  S.  Phil- 
son,  W  H.  Harrison,  A.  R.  Howbert,  .J.  A. 
Kunkelman,  S.  W.  Harkey,  W.  G.  Harter,  H. 
W.lls,  A.  M.  Geiger,  A.  Hiller : 

Whereas  our  beloved  country,  after  having  long  been 
favored  with  a  degree  of  political  and  religious  freedom, 
security  and  prosperity,  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  now  finds  itself  involved  in  a  bloody  war  to  suppress 
an  armed  rebellion  against  its  lawfully  constituted  Govern- 
ment; and  whereas  the  Word  of  God,  which  is  thn  sole  rule 
of  our  faitU  and  practice,  requires  loyal  subjection  to  'the 
powers  that  be,'  because  they  are  ordained  of  God,  to 
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be  a  terror  to  evil-doers  and  a  praise  to  those  who  do  well, 
and  at  the  same  time  declares,  that  they  who  "  resist  the 
power"  shall  receive  to  themselves  condeuinaticii ;  aud 
whereas  we,  the  representatives  of  the  Kvangelical  Luther- 
an Synods  of  the  United  States,  conuected  with  the  General 
Synod,  assembled  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  recognize 
it  as  our  duty  to  give  public  expression  to  our  convictions 
of  truth  on  this  subject,  and  in  every  proper  way  to  co- 
operate with  our  fellow-citizens  in  sustaining  the  great  in- 
terests of  law  and  authority,  of  liberty  and  righteousness; 
be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  deliberate  judgment  of  this  Syn- 
od, that  the  rebellion  against  the  constitutional  Govern- 
ment of  this  land  is  most  wiclced  in  its  inception,  unjusti- 
fiable in  its  cause,  unnatural  in  its  character,  inhuman  in 
Its  prosecution,  oppressive  in  its  aims,  and  destructive  in 
its  results  to  the  higliest  interests  of  morality  and  religion. 

2d.  That,  in  the  suppression  of  ihis  rebellion  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  by  the 
Bword,  we  recognize  an  unavoidable  necessity  and  a  sacred 
duty,  which  the  Government  owes  to  the  nation  and  to  the 
world,  and  that,  therefore,  we  call  upon  all  our  people  to  lift 
up  holy  hands  in  prayer  to  the  God  of  butties,  without 
personal  wrath  against  the  evil  doers  on  the  one  hand,  and 
without  doubting  the  righteousness  of  our  cause  on  the 
other,  that  Ue  would  give  wisdom  to  the  Pn-sident  and 
his  couns  Uors,  and  success  to  the  army  and  navy,  that  our 
beloved  land  may  speedily  be  delivered  from  treason  and 
anarchy. 

3d.  That  while  we  regard  this  unhappy  war  as  a 
righteous  judgment  of  God,  visited  upon  us  because  of  the 
individual  anduatioual  sins,  of  which  we  have  been  guilty, 
we  neveriheless  rej^ard  this  rebellion  as  more  immediately 
the  natural  result  of  the  continuance  and  spread  of  domes- 
tic slavery  in  our  land,  and  therefore  hail  with  unmingled 
joy  the  proposition  of  our  Chief  Magistrate,  which  has 
received  the  sanction  of  Congress,  to  extend  aid  from  the 
General  Government  to  any  State  in  which  slavery  exists, 
which  shall  deem  fit  to  initiate  a  system  of  constitutional 
emancipaiion. 

4th.  'that  we  deeply  sympathize  with  all  loyal  citizens 
and  Christian  patriots  in  the  rebellious  portions  of  our 
cotintry,  and  we  cordially  invite  tlieir  co-operation  in  offer- 
ing united  supplications  at  a  Throne  of  Grace,  that  God 
wouid  restore  peace  to  our  distracted  country,  re-establish 
fraternal  relations  between  all  the  States,  and  make  our 
land  in  all  time  to  come,  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed,  and 
the  permanent  abode  of  liberty  and  religion. 

5th.  That  our  devout  thanks  are  due  to  Almighty  God  for 
the  success  which  has  crowned  Our  arms,  and  while  we 
praise  and  magidfy  His  name  for  the  help  and  succor  lie 
has  graciously  afforded  our  land  and  naval  forces,  in  en- 
abling them  to  overcome  our  enemies,  we  regard  these  to- 
kens of  His  divine  favor  as  cheering  indications  of  the  liual 
triumph  of  our  cause. 

These  resolutions  were  presented  to  Pre- 
sident Lincoln  by  a  Committee,  consisting  of 
Drs.  Sternberg,  Lintner,  Pohlman,  and  Stork,  and 
H.  H.  Vandjke.  The  Chairman  thus  addressed 
him : 

Mr.  President  :  We  have  the  honor,  as  a  committee  of 
tlie  General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United 
States,  to  present  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  the  pream- 
ble and  resolutions,  in  reference  to  the  state  of  the  cotintry, 
alopted  by  that  body  at  its  late  session  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania. 

We  are  further  charged  to  assure  you  that  our  fervent 
prayers  shall  ascend  to  the  Godof  nations,  that  Divine  guid- 
ance and  support  may  be  vouchsafed  to  you  in  the  trying 
and  responsible  position  to  which  a  benignant  Providence 
has  called  you. 

With  your  permission  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman,  of  Albany, 
New  York,  will  briefly  express  to  you  tlie  sentiments  wliicli 
animated  the  committee  and  the  church  they  represent  in 
view  of  tlie  present  crisis  in  our  national  affairs. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pohlman,  of  Albany,  New 
York,  in  his  speech,  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
the  late  session  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Luthi^ran  Church  at  Lancaster  was  the  first 
that  had  been  held  since  the  troubles  in  our 
country  commenced;  that  the  General  Synod 
represents  twenty-six  district  synods,  scattered 
over  the  Middle,  Western,  and  Southern  States, 
from  twenty-one  of  which  delegates  were  in 
attendance ;  that  from  the  States  in  rebellion 
no  delegates  were  present,  except  one  from 
Ti.naessee,  who  had,  in  praying  for  the  Presi- 


dent, avoided  arrest  only  in  consequence  of  the 
fact  that  he  conducted  divine  service  in  the 
German  language,  the  vernacular  of  many  in 
the  Lutheran  Church.  He  further  expressed 
his  deep  conviction  that  we  were  greatly  in- 
debted for  the  degree  of  success  that  has 
crowned  the  efforts  of  the  Government  in  quel- 
ling the  rebellion  to  the  prayers  of  Christians, 
ami  concluded  by  invoking  the  Divine  bene- 
diction to  rest  on  the  President  and  on  our  be- 
loved country. 

EEPLY    OF    THK    PRESIDENT. 

Gentlemen:  I  welcome  here  the  representatives  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutherans  of  the  United  States.  I  accept  with 
gratitude  their  assurances  of  the  sympathy  and  support  of 
that  enlightened,  influential,  and  loyal  cla.ss  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  in  an  important  crisis,  which  involves,  in  my  judg- 
ment, not  only  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  our  own 
dear  land,  but  in  a  large  degree  the  civil  and  religious  lib 
erties  of  mankind  in  many  countries  and  through  nian> 
ages.  You  well  know,  gentleman,  and  the  world  knows 
how  reluctantly  I  accepted  this  issue  of  battle  forced  upon 
nie,  on  my  advent  to  this  place,  by  the  internal  enemies  of 
our  country.  You  till  know,  the  world  knows  the  forces 
and  the  resources  the  public  agents  have  brought  into  em- 
ployment to  sustain  a  Government  tigainst  which  there  has 
been  lirought  not  one  complaint  of  real  injury  committed 
against  society  tit  home  or  abroad.  You  all  may  recollect 
that  in  taking  up  the  sword  thus  forced  into  our  hands,  this 
Government  appeak-d  to  the  prayers  of  the  pious  and  the 
good,  and  declared  that  it  placed  its  whole  dependence  upon 
the  favor  of  God.  I  now  humbly  and  reverently,  in  your 
presence,  reiterate  the  acknowledgment  (jf  that  dependence, 
not  doubting  that,  if  it  shall  please  the  Divine  Being  who 
determines  the  destinies  of  nations,  that  this  shall  remain 
a  united  jieople,  they  will,  humbly  seeking  the  Divine  guid- 
ance, make  their  prolonged  national  existence  a  source  of 
new  benefits  to  themselves  and  their  successors,  and  to  all 
classes  and  conditions  of  mankind. 

The  fol'owing  resolutions  were  also  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  cannot  hut  express  its  most 
decided  disapprobation  of  the  course  of  those  Synods  and 
ministers,  heretofore  connected  with  this  body,  in  the  open 
sympathy  and  active  co-operation  which  they  have  given  to 
the  cause  of  treason  and  iusurrectiou 

Resolved.,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  uith  our  people  in 
the  Southern  States,  who,  maintaining  their  proper  Cliris- 
tian  loyalty,  have  in  consequence  been  compelled  to  suffer 
persecution  and  wrong,  and  we  hail  with  pleasure  the 
near  apjiroach  of  their  deliverance  and  restoration  to  our 
Christian  and  ecclesitistical  fellowship. 

LUTHE.EAN  GENERAL  SYNOD  OF  1864. 

May  5 — The  body  met  in  York,  Pennsylvania. 

May  11 — The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Country — consisting  of  W.  A.  Passavant,  M.  L. 
Stoever,  A.  Wetzel,  S.  Sentman,  S.  Sechris%N. 
W.  Lilly,  G.  A.  Wenzel,  J.  Getty,  S.  L.  Endress,  S. 
Yingliug,  F.  Gebhart,  D.  Summers,  S.  Sayford, 
J.  K.  Bloom,  J.  Strayer,  J.  T.  Williams  IL  M. 
Brewpr,  D.  J.  Hauf-r,  C.  F.  Heyer,  T.  W.  Sar- 
gent, W.  Waltman,  G.  Schmucker,  J.  I.  Burrell, 
P.  Wieting — presented  this  Minute,  which  was 
taken  up  seriatim,  discussed,  and  unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  having  assembled  a  second  time,  during 
the  prevalence  of  civil  war  in  our  land,  this  Synod  cannot 
separ.ate,  without  solemnly  re-affirniing  the  declarations, 
adopted  at  our  last  Convention,  in  reference  to  the  origina- 
ting cause  of  the  rebellion,  the  necessity  of  its  forcible 
suppression,  the  righteousness  of  the  war  which  is  waged 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  national  life,  and  the  consequent  duty  of  every 
Christian  to  support  it  by  the  whole  weight  of  his  inlluence, 
his  pray;  rs  .and  his  efforts. 

Resolved,  That  we  acknowledge  with  profound  gratitude 
to  Almighty  God,  the  various  and  important  successes  which 
have  thus  far  crowned  our  arms;  the  merciful  interposi- 
tion of  Providence  in  delivering  us  from  the  invasions  of 
the  enemy,  and  in  protecting  our  homes,  our  churches,  and 
our  institutions  from  the  desolations  of  war;  and  the  cheer- 
ing progress  which  has  been  made  by  the  Government  and 
the  nation,  in  the  recognitiou  of  the  laws  of  God  and  the 
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rights  of  man,  in  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

Resolved,  That  recognizing  the  sufferings  and  calamities 
of  war,  as  the  righteous  judgment  of  a  just  GimI,  visited 
>upon  us  for  our  transgressions,  we  call  upon  our  pastors 
and  churches  to  unite  with  us  in  the  confession  of  our 
many  and  grievous  iudividiuil  and  national  sins,  and  in  fer- 
vent supplications  for  the  Divine  forgiveness,  that  as  a  peo- 
ple we  may  break  off  sins  by  righteousness,  and  do  justly, 
love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with  God. 


pie,  and  in  the  midst  of  righteous  judgments  hath  remem 
bered  mercy. 

2.  That  amid  the  rejoicings  of  victory  which  kindle  our 
devotions  and  give  tone  to  our  praises,  still  havin;{  in  re- 
membrance the  sins  that  have  brought  upou  the  nation  the 
sufferings  and  sorrows  of  war,  we  will  not  cease  to  watch 
and  to  labor  against  the  reviving  of  these  inicpiities  with 
the  prospect  of  peace,  and  will  pray  that  this  overliowiug 
scourge  may  sweep  them  utterly  away. 

That,  as  the  momentous  issues  of  this  long  and  eadlyd 


liesolved,  That  as  pernistent  efforts  are  rnakingamongns,     contest  are  approaching  their  solution  in  a  combined  Strug- 


by  professedly  Christian  writers,  to  prove  from  the  Holy 
Scriptures  the  divine  institution  of  American  slavery — the 
principal  cau"e  of  this  wicked  rebellion — we,  the  delegates 
of  the  Gene  al  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  the  United  States,  hereby  express  our  unqualifie  1  con 
demuation  of  such  a  course,  which  claims  the  sanction  of 
the  merciful  God  and  Fath'T  of  us  all  for  a  system  of  hu- 
man oppression,  which  exists  only  by  violence,  under 
cover  of  iniquitous  laws. 

On  the  last  resolution  the  yeas  and  naya  were 
callr-d,  and  were : 

Ayes — Clerical:  R.  Adelberg,  Peter  Anstadt,  A.  Axline, 

C.  Baird,  J.  B.  Caltzly,  Gottlieb  Bassler,  Henry  L.  Baugher, 

D.  D.,  Wm.  M.  Baum,  Peter  Bergstresser,  J.  K.  Bloom,  V. 

F.  Bolton,  G.  A.  Bowers,  II.  M.  Brewer,  J.  I.  Burrell,  J., 
Grouse.  George  Diehl,  D.  D.,  Michael  Diehl,  S.  Donier, 
J.  C.  Dnv,  Daniel  Garver,  L.  Gerhard,  J.  W.  Goodlin, 
Simeon  W.  Harkey,  D.  D.,  William   H.  Harrison,  D.  D., 

C.  F.*  Ileyer,  Reuben  Hill,  William  Hull,  Michael  Jacobs, 
I).  D.,  James  R.  Keiser,  W.  Kopp,  J.  A.  Kunkelman, 
N.   W.   Lillv,   A.    H.   Lochman,    D.    D.,    A.    P.    Ludden, 

G.  Neff,  R.  Neumann,  G.  B.  Ort,  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D., 
John  K.  Plitt,  H.  N.  Pohlman,  D.  D.,  Peter  Baby,  P. 
Rizer,  P.  Sahm,  T.  W.  Sargent,  S.  Saj-ford,  W.  N.  Scholl, 

E.  Schwartz,  S.  Sechrist,  J.  Z.  Senderling,  S.  Sentman, 
M  Sheeleigh,  S.  Spree  fier,  D.  D.,  D.  Steck,  T.  Stork,  D.  D., 

D.  Summers,  J.  Swartz,  J.  W.  Swick,  S.  H.  Swingle,  T.  T. 
Titus,  A.  Uebelacker,  N.  Van  Alstine,  W.  Waltman,  A.  C. 
Wedekind,  H.  Wells.  A.  Wetzel,  P.  Wieting,  P.  Willard, 
G.  W.  Wilson,  S.  Yingling,  H.  Ziegler,  D.  D.— 72.  Lay:  J. 
Angstadt,  P.  Bishop,  H.  E.  Breckbill,  M.  Buehler,  P.  Burkot, 
J.  J. Cochran,  S.  L.  Endress,  J. R.English,  David  Fahs,  J. G. 
Fleck,  F.  Gebhart,  J.  Getty,  M.  Gillett,  J.  IIa;is,  Wm.  M. 
Kemp,D.  Koons,  D.  Kraber,  Hon.  Chas.  Kugler,  G.  W.  LeiseS- 
riug,  J.  P.  Lilly,  A.  McFadden,  J.  A.  Miller,  J.  G.  Minnich, 
P.  U.  Moore,  C.  A.  Morris,  A.  F.  Ockershausen,  W.  Pepple, 
M.  Plank,  P.  A.  Shindler,  G.  Schmucker,  A.  Schock,  J.  G. 
Schultz.  J.  Shawber,  J.  Soliday,  M.  L.  Stoever,  J.  Strayer, 
J.  Teatsorth,  D.  J.  Tritle— 37.    Total— 109. 

Absent — Clerical:  J.  Boetticher,  William  Caldwell,  J. 
B.  Crist,  S.  Curtis,  D.  H.  Focht,  D.  J.  Hauer,  D.  D.,  Wm. 
Hunt,  L.  D.  Maier — 8.  Lay:  P.  S.  Blackwelder,  J.  Comp, 
J.  J.  Culler,  P.  Emerick,  J.  Hamilton,  J.  B.  Hilemun,  D. 
R.  Hoxie,  V.  Hummel,  Jr.,  J.  Jordan,  J.  A.  Lawrence,  J. 
Loats,  H.  C.  Peters,  J  Plank,  E.Roessler,  J.  G.  L.  Schindel, 
A.  K.  Seem,  J.  J.  Sipperly,  C.  Yeager— IS.    Total— 26. 

There  are  several  Synods  not  in  connection 
with  the  General  Synod.  No  one  has  taken 
action  adverse  to  that  of  the  General  Synod. 


CONGREGATION  AL. 

GENERAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  NEW  YORK,  NEW  JERSEY, 
AND  PENNSYLVANIA,    1864. 

The  General  Association  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Ministers  and  Churches  of  New  York 
has  connected  with  it  about  twenty  churches  in 
New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  At  the  meeting 
in  September,  Rev.  Dr.  Thompson,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country,  re- 
ported a  set  of  resolutions,  which  were  adop- 
ted unanimously  by  a  rising  vote,  given  with 
much  enthusiasm,  and  Drs.  Thompson  and 
Budington  were  appointed  a  committee  to  lay 
them  before  the  President  of  the  Un  ted  States. 
Rev.  H.  G.  Ludlow  led  in  prayer  of  thanksgiv- 
ing for  the  unanimity  and  spirit  evinced.  The 
resolutions  are  as  follows: 

KESOLtrnONS  ox  TBE  STAIK  OP  THK  COrNTRT. 

1.  That  the  signal  victories  which  have  crowned  our 
arms,  following  so  close  upon  a  season  of  darkness  and  hu- 
miliation, call  for  present  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  who 
kutl)  regarded  tiiu  cuuTestiiuus  uud  Hupplicatioiu  of  liis  peo- 


gle  in  the  field  and  at  the  polls,  we  will  sustain  with  our 
votes  the  br.ive  and  noble  m-n  who  are  defending  our  liber- 
ties with  their  lives,  and  will  animate  our  f  ■llow-citizens, 
by  every  consideration  of  religious  hope  and  duty,  if  devo- 
tion to  country  and  to  liberty,  to  make  the  decision  of  the* 
peoi)le  on  the  8th  of  November  next  final  and  fatal  to  the 
hopes  of  traitors  in  arms  and  conspirators  in  political  coun- 
cil. 

4.  That  our  hopes  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberties  a 
a  nation,  and  for  the  complete  emancipation  of  the  African 
race  in  the  South,  depend,  under  God,  upon  sustaining  the 
Government  in  upholding  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
through  all  the  trials  and  doubts  and  disasters  of  the  w:ir, 
and  in  that  policy  which  looks  to  ''  the  abandonment  of 
slavery"  as  the  condition  of  permanent  union  and  peace. 

5.  That,  while  we  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  before  Orod 
to  fill  up,  in  our  measure,  that  which  is  behind  of  suffering 
and  of  sacrifice  for  the  redemption  of  the  nation,  and  with 
unfaltering  purpose  to  sustain  the  Government  in  subjuga- 
ting the  rebellion,  we  will  pray  day  by  day  for  the  coming 
of  peace,  untarnished  by  concession  to  treison  or  by  com- 
promise with  wrong  and  established  injustice,  in  liberty 
and  unity  forever. 

JOSEPH  P.  THOMPSON, 
RAY  PALMER, 
RICHARD  OSBORN, 
DAVID  IIUESTIS, 
THADDEUS  S.  IIOYT, 
L.  SMITH  IIOBART, 
H.  M.  DIXON, 

CammitieA. 

CONGKEQATIONAL  CONFERENCE   OP   MASSACHU- 
SETTS, 1864. 

September  13 — The  conference  met  at  Fall 
River. 

Soptember  14 — The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Country — Andrew  L.  Stone, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  Joshua  W.  Wellman,  and  Rev. 
James  H.  Merrill — was  unanimously  adopted  as 
follows ; 

Resolved,  That  without  one  feeling  either  of  despondency 
or  of  impatience,  we  watch  the  progress  of  the  armies  ol 
the  Union  in  putting  down  the  most  criminal  rebellion  the 
world  ever  saw ;  without  despondency,  for  we  believe 
God  is  on  our  side,  and  will  give  us  in  due  time  full  and  . 
crowning  success,  and  without  impatience,  for  we  have 
been  instructed  to  interpret  hopefully  these  divine  delays, 
and  have  seen  the  issue  ever  widening  and  embracing 
more  and  more  radical  and  precious  revolutions  ana  dft- 
liverances. 

Resolved,  That  there  can  be  no  effectual  re-establishment 
of  the  national  authority  by  auy  negotiation  which  confes- 
ses the  inability  of  the  Government  to  subdue  rebellion  by 
force  of  arms,  and  proposes  terms  of  peace  to  rebels  still 
flyiug  the  flag  of  defiance. 

Resolved,  That  the  chief  hope  of  rebellion  is  in  the  sym- 
pathy and  distraction  of  a  divided  North,  and  that  the 
surest  and  shortest  way  to  peace  is  not  to  recall  our  armies 
and  to  relax  our  grasp  upon  the  enemy,  bi»t  to  present  a 
united  loyal  front,  and  an  unconquerable  determination  to 
prosecute  the  war  till  the  power  of  the  Government  meeta 
no  Ioniser  with  armed  resistance. 

Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  in  the  recent  victories  won  by 
our  arms  on  the  land  and  on  the  sea,  as  at  once  revealing 
the  skill  of  our  commanders,  and  the  valor  and  endurance 
of  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  exhibiting  evidence  of 
(iod's  gracious  purpose  to  guide  our  marches  and  to  give 
flual  victory  to  our  cause. 

Resolved,  That  the  docility  and  industry,  the  discipline 
and  heroism  of  the  thousands  of  emancipated  slaves, 
whether  in  scenes  of  peaceful  labor  or  wearing  the  uniform 
of  the  national  soldier,  assert  their  claim  to  all  the  ele- 
ments of  a  noble  manhood,  and  the  increased  respect  and 
confifieuce  of  all  the  friends  of  their  race  ;  and  that  we  are 
move<l  to  regard  them  with  a  more  tender  sympathy,  to 
make  them  a  subject  of  special  prayer,  and  to  do  lor  tkem 
,  whatever  is  in  our  power. 
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Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  in  the  wide  blossoming  and 
harvesting  ol'  that  public  charity,  by  which  sjch  streams 
01"  treasure  aud  so  mauy  products  of  industry  have  been 
coniiibuted  to  the  comfort  and  relief  of  our  soMiers  iu 
thf  camp,  the  prison-house,  the  hospital,  and  thu  field; 
aud  iu  the  personal  labors  of  so  many  Christian  men  and 
women  in  bearing  those  material  comforts  to  the  beloved 
objects,  and  leading  so  many  souls  to  Christ. 

Resolved,  Ihat  we  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  Cliristian 
mmisters  to  set  forth  by  some  appropriate  public  teaching 
the  importance  of  the  great  principles  at  hazard  in  the  im- 
peudiug  and  progressive  political  struggle,  which  is  to  issue 
in  the  choice  of  our  national  administration  in  such  an 
eveuUul  crisis  of  our  national  lUc'. 

CONFERENCE    OF    MAINE,     1864. 

June  21 — The  body  met  in  Searsport. 

Same  day — The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Country — Rev.  Wooster  Parker,  Rev.  Alfrtd  E. 
Itcs,  Rev.  Henry  F.  Harding,  Rev.  Joseph 
Smith,  and  Bro.  Eben.  Steele — made  this  Re- 
port, which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  terrible  visitation  of  domcst  c  war, 
we  recognize  the  rod  of  God's  chastisement  for  our  maiii- 
fold  sirs  ;  and  in  its  fearful  and  prolonged  evils,  a  solemn 
acmonitum  to  humble  ourselves  under  his  mighty  hand — 
to  sceli  His  mercy,  and  to  rely  on  Diviue  help  lor  a  happy 
issue  of  our  national  trouble. 

2.  That  with  devout  gratitude  we  recognize  God's  hand 
In  so  ordering  the  course  of  events  as  to  lead  as  to  hope, 
With  increasing  confidence,  that  slavery  will  be  utterly 
annihilated. 

3.  That  we  re-affirm  our  confidence  in  the  general  policy 
of  the  Natioual  Administration,  and  more  than  ever  feel  it 
our  duty  to  give  the  government  a  cordial  and  earnest  sup- 
port in  thoroughly  suppressing  the  rebellion,  and  restoring 
the  Union  on  the  hoiU  of  liberty. 

4.  That  as  slavery  has  so  deeply  corrupted  and  dis- 
honored our  Christianity,  and  imperiled  the  life  of  the 
nation,  the  time  has  now  fully  come  when  Cliristian  patriot- 
ism and  fidelity  to  the  gospel  demand  that  it  should  be 
allowed  no  toleration,  no  shield  or  lurking  place  in  any 
Oiristian  church. 

6.  That  in  common  with  our  noblest  patriots  and 
purest  statesmen,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  lend  our  ear- 
nest aud  utmost  influence  to  secure  such  a  judgment  of  the 
people,  and  such  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  as 
shall  extinguish  and  prohibit  slavery  in  the  land  forever. 

6.  That  "the  care  of  the  Freedmen — a  class  so  long  and 
deeply  wronged — so  numerous,  so  poor,  so  ignorant,  and 
yetso  loyal;  so  anxious  for  education  and  elevation,  and 
60  capaiile  of  becoming  good  citizens  and  important  co- 
laborers  in  the  kingdom  ol  Christ,  call  for  the  benevolent 
act  on  of  Christians  and  philanthropists  of  this  land  with 
unsurpassed  urgency  and  promise  of  good. 

7.  That  we  recognize  with  grateful  admiration  the  patri- 
otic self-sacrifice  and  heroic  valorof  our  fellow-citizens  and 
brethren  who  iu  the  army  and  navy  are  struggling  for  our 
nationality,  and  for  all  the  precious  interests  involved  in  it; 
that  we  deeply  .sympathize  with  them  in  their  privations 
and  sufferiogs,  and  with  their  often  bereaved  friends  and 
kindred  ;  that  we  bless  God  for  the  wonderful  work  of  His 
grace  among  them,  and  for  the  succor  and  salvation  the 
gospel  has  brought  them  ;  that  we  pledge  ourselves  to 
stand  by  them /or  the  war,  by  onr  labors,  aud  contribiiti'^ns, 
and  prayers,  doing  what  we  can  alike  for  their  temporal 
and  spiritual  well-being. 

Similar  resolutions  were  passed  by  all  the 
Btate  Congregational  Bodies.  There  is  no 
Central  Organization  to  represent  the  church. 

BEPLT  OP  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN  TO  THE  KESOLU- 
TIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE  CON- 
GREGATIONALISTS  OF  VERMONT. 

DiPAETMEyr  OF  State,  ■WAsm.vGlON,  July  11, 1862. 
To  Rev.  Clark  E.  Febrin,  Moderator,  d-c: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  23d  of  June,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  resolu- 
tions which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  General 
Convention  of  Congregational  ministers  and  churches  re- 
cently assembled  at  Norwich.  In  compliance  with  your 
request,  these  resolutions  have  been  submitted  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates. 

I  am  instructed  to  express  his  cordial  thanks  for  the  as- 
surance of  coulidence  and  support  thus  tendered  to  him  by 
a  body  so  deservedly  respected  and  widely  influential  as 
the  Congregational  church  of  Vermont. 


The  President  is  deeply  impressed  by  the  fervent  and 
hopeiul  patriotism  and  benevolence  which  pervade  the  res- 
olutions. It  is  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  of  this  coun- 
try which  are  at  stake  in  the  present  unhappy  slrile  ;  but 
that  Union  is  not  a  mere  stringent  political  band ;  nor  is 
rliat  Constitution  a  lifeless  or  sjnritless  political  body.  The 
Union  is  a  guarantee  of  perpetual  peace  and  prosperity  to 
the  American  people,  and  the  Constitution  is  the  ark  of  civil 
and  relig.ous  liberty  for  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men. 

Who  that  carefully  reads  the  history  of  the  nations  fer 
the  period  that  this  republic  has  existed  under  this  Con.=ti- 
ti.tion  and  this  Union  can  fail  to  see  and  appreciate  the  in- 
fluence it  has  exerted  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  man- 
kind ?  Who  that  justly  appreciates  that  influence  will 
undertake  to  foretell  the  misfortunes  and  despondency 
which  must  occur  on  every  continent  should  this  republic 
desist  all  at  once  from  its  auspicious  career,  and  be  re- 
solved into  a  confused  medley  of  small,  discordant,  and 
coutentiou?  SUites?  The  duty  of  the  christian  coincides 
with  that  of  the  patriot,  and  the  duty  of  the  priest  with  that 
ol  the  soldier,  iu  averting  so  sad  and  fearful  a  consumma- 
tion . 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  express  these  sentiments  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  reverend  gentlemen  m  whose  behalf  you  have 
addressed  me,  together  with  assurances  of  profound  re- 
spect, with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  their  humble  sor- 
vant, 

WIL1JA5I  H.  SEWABD. 

REPLY  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  TO  THE  RESOLUTIONS  OF 
THE  CONGREGATIONAL  WELSH  ASSOCIATION  OP 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Department  of  State,  WAsmnGToy,  October  6, 1862. 
To  the  Crnrjregali'/nal  Welsh  Association  of  Pennsylvania : 

Reverend  Ge.vtlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  resolutions  which  you  have  adopted;  and,  in  compli- 
ance with  your  request,  I  have  submitted  them  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  President  entertains  a  lively  gratitude  for  the  assu- 
rances you  have  given  him  of  your  loyalty  to  the  United 
Slates,  and  your  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  him,  and  your 
sympathy  with  him  in  the  discharge  of  responsibilities 
which  have  devolved  upon  the  Government.  The  President 
directs  me  to  assure  you  that  whenever  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates  leads  him  iu  that  path,  he  will  move  as 
steadily  as  shall  be  possible,  rejoicing  with  yourselves 
whenever  it  opens  the  way  to  an  anielioration  of  the  condi- 
tion of  any  portion  of  our  feilow-men,  while  iho  country  is 
escaping  from  the  dangers  of  revolution. 

The  President  is  deeply  touched  by  your  sympathies 
with  those  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  suffer  captivity  or  dis- 
ease, aud  the  grief  with  which  you  lament  those  who  fall 
in  defence  of  the  country  and  humanity;  and  he  invokes 
the  prayers  of  all  devotional  men  that  these  precious  suf- 
ferings may  not  be  altogether  lost,  but  may  be  overruled 
by  our  heavenly  Father  to  the  advancement  of  peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  to  all  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  reverend  gentlemen,  your  obe- 
dient Servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

CONGREGATIONAL   WELSH  ASSOCIATION    OF    PENN- 
SYLVANIA, 1864. 

October — The  Association  met  in  Pittsburg 
and  Brady's  Bend,  and  passed  these  resolutions  : 

1.  That  we  arc  highly  grieved  by  the  continuance  of  the 
Rebel. ion  against  our  Government,  and  the  inhuman  treat- 
ment of  our  gallant  soldiers  by  the  enemy,  into  whoso 
hands  they  unfortunately  fell  as  prisoners  of  war — a  treat- 
ment which  is  without  any  model  for  its  cruelty  in  all  his- 
tory of  war. 

2.  That  we  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  the  Most  High 
in  the  great  success  that  has  folowed  the  arms  of  our  army 
and  navy  in  their  contests  with  the  enemy;  we  feel  that 
the  Lord  hath  invested  them  with  unusual  energy  and 
courage,  and  that  we  shall  look  to  Him  for  the  same  suc- 
cess iu  tile  future. 

3.  That  we  feel  grateful  to  the  Almighty  for  His  patron- 
age to  the  President  of  our  country  iu  protecting  his  person, 
and  most  of  all  for  the  wisdom  and  discretion  with  which 
he  hath  been  pleased  to  invest  him,  and  also  for  prospering 
his  measures  to  soch  an  extent. 

4.  That  we  humbly  request  his  Excellency,  the  Presi- 
dent, to  use  all  the  strength  of  the  Government  as  the  most 
efficient  measure  to  subdue  the  rebels,  and  that  no  concili- 
ation shall  be  offered  by  any  gentle  and  tender  means,  for 
that  would  only  continue  the  r^d-ellion. 

5.  That  we  heartily  rejoice  iu  the  bright  light  that  radi- 
ates forth  in  the  platform  of  Uio  Baltinaoro  Convention  in 
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regard  to  the  extension  of  liberty,  and  the  entire  abolition 
of  human  bondage. 

6.  Tuat  we  congratulate  all  the  friends  of  liberty  on  th» 
great  victory  gained  by  freedom  in  Maryland,  being  a  free 
conslitutionwas  adopted  by  the  people  of  tliat  State. 

7.  That  we  shall  endeavor  to  secure  the  re-election  of 
jt'-'iahatT'  l.innlii  lo  the  Presidency  of  our  country,  as  the 
repitiseutative  of  the  great  principles  of  human  liberty  and 
equality. 

D.  R.  DAVIES,  President. 
John  E.  Jones,  Secretary. 

GERMAN  REFORMED. 

PENNSTLVANIiV  GERMAN    REFORMED    SYNOD,    1863. 

November — The  body  met  at  Pittsburg,  and 
unanimously  passed  this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That,  in  conformity  with  the  admonition  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  in  imitation  of  the  example  of 
our  ecclesiastical  fathers  during  the  period  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, this  Synod  admonish  the  pastors  and  members  of  the 
chiu-ches  under  its  care,  to  remember  that  the  powers  that 
be  are  ordained  of  God,  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of 
all  Christians,  enjoying  the  protection  of  such  civil  rulers, 
to  pray  for  them,  and  we  should  feel  especially  oljligated 
to  do  so  during  a  time  of  peril  like  that  through  which  our 
beloved  country  is  now  passing. 
PENNSYLVANIA    GERMAN    REFORMED  SYNOD,    1864- 

May — The  body  met  in  Pveading,  and  passed 
these  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  deems  it  right  and  pro- 
per to  give  expression  to  the  unfaltering  devotion  with 
which  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  tlie  United  States 
has  hitherto  sustained  tlte  cause  of  our  common  country, 
and  we  earnestly  urge  upon  our  clergy  and  laity  to  con- 
tinue to  labor  and  pray  for  the  success  of  the  Government, 
In  its  efforts  to  suppress  the  existing  rebellion,  and  to 
restore  peace  and  union. 

2.  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  bravo  soldiers 
and  sailors  who  are  enduring  the  dangers  and  privations 
of  the  military  service,  and  wo  earnestly  invoke  the  bless- 
ing of  Almighty  God  upon  them,  and  the  patriotic  endea- 
vors to  uphold  the  honor  of  the  national  flag  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Government. 

The  resolution  of  1863,  above  quoted,  was 
reiterated  by  the  Synod  of  the  Cburch  in  the 
United  States,  at  its  Annual  Session  in  Lan- 
caster, October,  1864. 

Like  resolutions  were  passed  by  other  State 
Synods. 

REFORMED  PROTESTANT  DUTCH. 

GENERAL    SYNOD    OF    THE    REFORMED    PROTESTANT 
DUTCH  CHURCH,   18G3. 

June — The  Synod  met  in  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
The  Report  of  the  Cq^nmittee  on  the  State  of 
the  Country — Revs.  Charles  Wiley,  J.  H.  Suy- 
dam,  C.  G.  Vanderveer,  and  Elders  C.  Dusen- 
berry,  and  E.  Andrews — was  adopted,  as 
follows  : 

Whereas,  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  of 
all  those  who  minister  at  her  altars,  agreealdy  to  the 
teachings  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  injunctions  of  our 
standards  and  formul.aries  of  doctrine  and  worship,  to 
yield  at  all  times  a  cordial  support,  both  by  precept  and 
example,  to  the  legitimate  Government  of  the  land ;  and 
whereas  this  duty  is  especially  incumbent  at  a  period  when 
the  Government  is  assailed  by  armtd  violence  and  insub- 
ordination, and  its  very  existence  and  integrity  are  sought 
to  be  subverted  by  a  powerful  and  persevering  rebellion ; 
therefore, 

Rciolred,  1.  That  we  tender  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  who  represent  it,  the  renewed 
exjjression  of  our  warmest  and  deepest  sympathy  in  its 
prt^ent  protracted  struggle  to  maintain  its  lawful  authori- 
tv  and  to  preserve  unbroken  the  integrity  and  union  of 
these  States. 

2.  That  we  hold  it  to  bo  our  imperative  duty  as  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  and  members  of  the  Synod,  while  abstaining 
froin  ail  unseemly  mixing  up  of  ourselves  with  mere  party 
politics,  in  our  own  appropriate  spliero  and  by  every  possi- 
ble means  to  strengthen  tlio  hands  of  the  Government  at 
the  present  imminent  crisis,  wliercin  are  put  at  slake  the 
national  life  and  the  noblest  example  and  experiment  of 


constitutional  government  the  world  has  ever  seen;  and 
that  we  will  yield  acordial  support  to  all  such  measures,  not 
incompatible  with  the  great  law  of  righteousness,  as  ui.ay  be 
necessary  to  suppress  the  existing  rebellion  and  to  assert 
tlie  complete  authority  of  the  Union  over  all  proper  terri- 
tory and  domain. 

3.  That  we  will  hail  with  satisfaction  the  earliest  practi- 
calde  period  for  the  introduction  and  establishment  of  a 
salutary  peace — a  peace  (bunded  on  the  full  ascendancy  of 
law  and  rightful  authority,  and  guaranteed  in  its  perma- 
nency by  the  removal  or  the  sufficient  coercion  and  re- 
straint of  whatever  causes  tend  necessarily  to  imperil  the 
existence  of  the  nation  and  to  endanger  the  pres(Tv.ation 
of  the  Union  ;  and  until  such  a  peace  can  be  obtained,  we 
hold  it  to  be  a  sacred  duty  to  oiu-selves,  our  children,  our 
country,  the  Church  of  God,  and  also  to  humanity  at 
largo,  to  piosecute  to  the  last  a  war  forced  upon  us  by  an 
imperative  necessity,  and  waged  on  our  part  not  in  hatnd 
or  revenge,  but  in  the  great  cause  of  constitutional  liberty 
and  rational  self-government. 

4.  That  we  recognize  devoutly  our  dependence  upon  God 
for  a  happy  issue  and  termination  to  our  present-troubles; 
that  we  accept  with  profouml  humility  and  abasement  the 
chastisements  of  His  hand:  that  we  make  mention  of  our 
deep  unworthiness  and  sin;  and  that  we  endeavor,  by 
continual  searching,  repentance,  and  careful  walking  be- 
fore God,  to  conciliate  the  Divine  favor,  so  that  ere  long 
His  heavy  judgments  in  our  national  calamities  may  be 
removed,  and  a  restoration  may  be  accorded  to  us  of  the 
blessings  of  peace,  fraternal  harmouy,'fraterual  union,  and 
establislied  government. 

The  Symd  directed  the  following  resolutions 
to  be  added  to  the  Report  of  tlie  Committee  : 

Resnh-ed,  That  we  view  with  admiration  and  gratitude 
those  noble  men,  our  sons,  brothers  and  kindred,  who  have 
periled  and  sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  present  crisis  in  the 
cause  of  the  country ;  that  wo  follow  them  to  the  camp 
and  to  the  fields  with  our  warm  sympathies  and  prayers; 
that  we  pledge  to  them  our  exertions  to  relieve  their 
sufferings,  and  to  smooth,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  rough  ex- 
perience of  war;  that  we  honor  them  while  they  live,  and 
cherish  their  names  and  memory  when  they  die;  and 
esteem  these  remembrances  and  respects  the  smallest 
return  we  can  make  for  their  personal  sacrifices  in  the 
great  cause  of  Constitutional  liberty,  and  enlightened  and 
national  self-government. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  rescdutions  be  pre- 
sented by  the  President  of  the  Synod  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

GENERAL   SYNOD    OF   THE  REFORMED    PROTESTANT 
DUTCH,     1864. 

June — The  body  met  in  Schenectady;  and 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Country— Rev.  R.  D.  Van  Kleek,  J.  Forsyth,  0. 
E.  Cobb,  and  Elders  T.  Jeremiab,  and  R.  N.  Per- 
lee — was  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows  : 

In  view  of  the  duty  to  recognize  the  powers  that  be,  at 
ordained  of  God,  to  render  unto  Csesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar's;  to  pray  for  all  men,  for  all  that  are  in  authority, 
that  wo  may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  lite  in  all  godli- 
ness and  honesty,  and  to  acknowledge  and  adore  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,  especially  in  trying  and  perilous  times, 

1.  That  the  General  Synod  of  the  Ilelbrmed  Dutch 
Church  heartily  sympathizes  with  the  government  of  the 
United  States  in  its  efforts  to  crush  rebellion  against  its 
rightful  authority,  and  to  restore  to  this  now  distressed 
people  their  once  cherished  integrity  as  a  union  of  at.ates. 

2.  This  S>nod  gives  thanks  to  God  lor  all  the  successes 
which  have  attended  the  efforts  to  suppress  this  rebellion; 
and  for  all  the  encouragements  to  liope  that  peace  may 
soon  be  restored.  And  we  trust  that  our  sense  of  gratitude 
to  Him,  tlie  author  of  all  good,  may  not  be  impaired  by  an 
acknowledgment  of  inexpressible  and  incalculable  indebt- 
edness to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who 
have  devoted  their  viroperty  and  their  labors,  sacrificed 
their  comfoits  and  their  lives,  and  given  up  their  loved 
ones  in  (jur  detence  and  for  the  salvation  of  their  country. 
May  God  bless  them  with  such  rewards  as  He  only  can 
give.  May  He  especially  grant  His  grace,  mercy,  aud 
peace  to  the  sick,  the  wounded  and  the  dying. 

3.  Insi-smucli  as  all  success  depends  on  the  favor  of  God, 
and  call  be  hoped  for  only  through  His  controlling  influ- 
ence upon  the  hearts  an<l  His  blessing  upon  the  efforts  of 
the  people  of  our  land,  our  Synod  will  not  ceiuse  to  pray, 
and  it  earin-stly  urges  the  Churches  under  its  care  that 
they  ce;;se  not  to  pray  for  repentance  anil  forgiveness  of 
all  our  sins,  wlicilier  national  or  otherwise,  for  the  gift  of 
wisdom  to  our  counselors  and  rulers,  skill  to  our  ri..- 
miiiideib,  courage  to  our  soldiers,  aud  grace  to  uU   the  \e» 
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pie,  to  the  end  that  success  may  attend  onr  armg,  our 
guvernment  tie  maintained,  and  peace  make  its  permanent 
almde  in  the  land,  if  God  please,  never  more  to  be  dis- 
tui-be<(. 

4.  In  treating  of  the  present  state  of  our  country,  we 
cannot  lose  eight  of  the  acknowledged  principal  cause  of 
this  deplorable  rebellion.  In  time  past,  the  General  Synod 
has  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  give  forth  a  judgment  in  re- 
gard to  tlio  system  of  American  slavery,  inasnuich  as  it 
existed  in  regions  lieyond  the  bounds  of  our  Church  ;  yet, 
as  in  the  ^overruling  Providence  of  that  God  who  knows 
how  to  make  tlie  wratli  of  man  to  praise  Ilim,  there  is  a 
prospect  opened  for  the  ultimate  and  entire  removal  of  tliat 
system  which  embodies  so  much  of  moral  and  social  evil, 
and  as  by  such  removal  there  is  opened  a  wide  field  of 
Christian  laViors  to  employ  the  energies  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  this  laud,  the  Synod  expresses  its  gratitude  to 
God  for  this  bright  prospeit,  and  wnuld  join  in  tlie  prayer, 
tliat  the  day  may  be  hastened  wlien  liberty  sliall  be  effec- 
tually and  linally  proclaimed  througliout  ail  the  laud,  to  all 
the  inhabitants  thereof. 

MORAVIAN". 

1861,  May  30— The  Synod  of  the  Moravian 
Church  adopted  the  following  resolutions  : 

RESOLUTIONS   UPON  THE   STATE   OP   THE   COUNTRY. 

Whereas,  We,  the  Provincial  Synod  of  the  Moravian 
churcli  of  the  Northern  District  of  the  United  States,  now 
assenilded  at  Litiz,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  feel  it 
to  be  just  and  proper,  that,  in  common  witli  our  brethren 
of  other  religious  denominations,  we  should  express  our 
deep  interest  in  the  present  unhappy  and  gloomy  condition 
of  our  once  happy  and  prosperous  country ;  inasmuch  as 
it  is  a  duty  enjoined  upon  us  by  the  Head  of  our  church,  in 
the  commandment  "to  render  to  Caesar,  the  things  tliat 
are  Caesar's,  and  to  God,  the  things  that  are  God's ;"' — there- 
lure 

Resolved,  1.  That,  while,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  members  of  the  Moravian  cliurch,  we  deeply  deplore 
tlio  calamity  of  civil  war  in  onr  land,  we  acknowledge  the 
chastening  hand  of  God,  and  humlily  bow  to  the  deci'oes  of 
llim,  who  holds  the  destinies  of  nations  in  his  liands. 

2.  That,  while  we  acknowledge,  and  submit  to  that  Power, 
we  also  acknowledge  '■' t/ie powers  that  are  ordained  of  (Jnd" 
over  us,  and  therefore  declare  our  continued,  fiiithful,  and 
unabated  allegiance  to  the  governraentandthe  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  States  of  which  we 
are  citizens. 

3.  That  in  acknowledging  our  constitutional  government, 
and  tlie  liberty  and  blessings  which  we  have  been  permit- 
ted to  enjoy  under  it,  we,  as  members  of  the  Moravian 
church,  deem  it  our  duty  to  extend  to  it,  our  liearty  sup- 
port in  its  efforts  and  measures  to  uphold  the  constitution, 
to  maintain  the  Integrity  of  these  United  States,  and  to 
perpetuate  to  ourselves  and  to  our  children,  the  liberties 
and  blessings  of  our  republican  institutions;  so  that  we,  as 
a  church,  "may  continue  to  lead  under  them  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  life  in  all  godliness  and  honesty." 

4.  That  we  will  continue  to  unite  in  ardent  prayer,  that 
the  Lord  may  grant  unto  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  these  times  of  danger,  His  gracious  counsel,  and 
continue  to  be  the  gracious  Protector  of  these  United 
States,  and  of  our  national  constitution  ;  that  lie  may  do- 
feat  every  evil  design  against  us,  and  continue  to  show  His 
tender  mercies  unto  these  United  States  as  in  days  past; 
that  lie  may  in  his  tender  mercy  stop  the  effusion  of  human 
blood,  and  make  discord  and  war  to  ceiise ;  and  that  to 
this  end.  He  may  put  into  the  hearts  of  all  citizens  of  these 
United  States,  thoughts  of  peace,  that  wo  may  see  it  soou 
established,  to  the  glory  of  his  name. 

5.  That  we  will  in  our  prayers,  also  remember  those, 
who,  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  their  country,  have  left 
their  families  and  homes,  and  are  gone  forth  to  protect  our 
insulted  flag,  and  in  support  of  our  constitution  and  laws 
— that  the  Lord  of  Hosts  may  strengthen  and  uphold  them, 
and  in  the  hour  of  distress,  especially  when  in  the  arms  of 
death,  prove  to  them  their  only  trust  and  consolation;  and 
that  He  may  comfort  and  dry  the  tears  of  parents,  of  bro- 
tliers,  of  sisters  and  of  friends,  and  protect  the  widows  and 
fatherless  children  of  those  who,  by  His  Divine  dispensa- 
tion, sacrifice  their  lives  in  the  cause  of  our  beloved 
country. 

1864 — June  3 — In  session  at  Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania,  it  adopted  the  following  on 

THE  STATE   OF   THE   COUNTRY. 

1.  That  this  Synod  is  profoundly  impressed  with  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  fearful  and  bloody  war,  now 
raging  in  and  desolating  large  portions  of  our  beloved 
country,  a?  an  awful  and  deserved  judgment  of  Almighty 
''iud  upon  0  ir  people. 


2.  That  this  Synod  regards  it  as  clear  and  unqnestionable, 
that  African  slavery  as  it  now  exists  in  the  Southern  States, 
and  as  formerly  connived  at  by  the  nation  at  large,  is  the 
primary  cause  of  this  war,  not  only  in  having  generally  led 
to  it,  but  in  being  a  great  moral  wrong,  on  account  of 
which,  in  connection  with  other  heinous  sins,  such  aa 
covetousness,  pride,  inteinperance,  profanity.  Sabbath-break- 
ing, and  the  cruel  and  heartless  conduct  of  our  people  in 
their  treatment  of  tlie  aborigines  of  our  land,  largely  pre- 
valent in  our  country,  God  is  visiting  the  natioti  with  Hia 
judgments. 

3.  That  this  Synod  recommend  to  our  churches  and  peo- 
ple a  humble  confession  and  hearty  repentance  of  these 
and  all  other  sins  of  which  wo  are  guilty,  that  the  judg- 
ment which  has  overtaken  the  nation  may  be  speedily  re- 
moved, and  peace  and  prosperity  restored  to  our  beloved 
country. 

4.  That  this  Synod  emphatically  deprecates  that  inter- 
pretation of  the  Word  of  God,  almost  universal  in  the 
South,  and  still  largely  prevalent  in  the  North,  by  which 
the  Scriptures  of  Truth  are  sought  to  be  perverted  into  an 
instrument  of  oppression,  and  the  pure,  sweet  wine  of  tlie 
Gospel  changed  into  gall  and  wormwood. 

5.  That  this  Synod  considers  an  earnest  support  of  the 
Constitution  and  Laws,  wliich,  in  God's  providence,  have 
come  down  to  us  from  our  forefathers,  as  well  as  an  earnest 
support  of  the  General  and  State  Governments  under  them 
— a  religious  duty ;  and  that  we,  of  this  Synod,  hereby  ex- 
press our  willingness  to  render  the  constituted  authorities 
of  our  land  all  the  aid  in  our  ..ower  to  subdue  unrighteous 
rebellion,  and  extend  thoright»il  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment over  every  portion  of  our  coimtry. 

PKOTESTANT    EPISCOPAL. 

flENERAL    CONVENTION    OF    THE  PROTESTANT  EPLV 
COPAL  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES,    1862. 

October  1 — The  body  met  in  New  York. 

October  4 — Rev.  William  Cooper  Mead,  D. 
D.,  of  Norwalk,  Rev.  Edward  Y.  Higbee,  D.  D., 
of  New  York,  Rev.  William  D.  AVilson,  D.  D., 
of  Geneva,  Rev.  Silas  Totten,  D.  D.,  of  Iowa 
City,  Rev.  T.  C.  Thrall,  of  Burlington,  N.  J., 
and  Jlessrs.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  of  Boston, 
Washington  Hunt,  of  Lockport,  John  N.  Con- 
yngham,  of  Wilkesbarre,  and  Charles  B.  God- 
dard,  of  Zanesville,  were  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  State  of  the  Country  and  the  Church  ; 
to  whom  were  referred  these  propositions  : 

By  Mr.  F.  R.  Brunot,  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  tini- 
verse  to  permit  sedition  and  privy  conspiracy  in  our  midst 
to  culminate  in  an  extensive  rebellion  against  the  civil 
power  ordained  by  Him,  and  for  the  just  punishment  of 
our  sins  there  is  war  in  our  land,  friend  against  friend, 
brother  against  brother,  son  against  father;  and  whereas, 
a  portion  of  our  brethren  of  the  Church  have  attempted  to 
sever  by  ecclesiastical  enactments  the  visible  bonds  of 
Christian  sympathy  heretofore  existing  between  ns  and 
them,  thereby  grievously  rending  the  body  of  Christ  in 
Ilis  Church ;  and  whereas,  we  acknowledge  that  there  is 
no  help  but  from  God,  and  rejoice  that  we  are  permitted 
to  fly  to  Him  for  succor  in  our  sore  distress ;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Bishops  is  hereby  requested 
to  set  forth  for  the  use  of  this  Convention  during  its  pre- 
sent session  a  special  form  of  prayer,  confessing  and  be- 
wailing our  manifold  transgressions,  pleading  for  God's 
forgiveness,  begging  that  it  may  please  Him  to  be  the 
defender  and  keeper  of  our  national  Government,  giving  it 
the  victorj'  over  all  its  enemies ;  that  lie  will  abate  their 
and  our  pride,  assuage  their  malice  and  confound  their 
devices,  and,  giving  them  better  minds,  forgive  them  for 
the  evils  they  have  wrought;  that  He  will  restore  our 
n.ational  Union,  bring  l_)ack  peace  and  prospeiity  to  the 
State,  and  godly  unity  to  the  Church,  and  that  He  will 
keep  us  thereto  by  His  perpetual  mercy,  to  the  honor  antj 
glory  of  His  name. 

This  was  laid  on  the  table  by  this  vote  : 
Of  the  Clergy — ayes,  15;  nays,  5  ;  divided,  1. 
Of  the  Laity — ayes,  11;  nays,  4;  divided,  1. 
It  was  subsequently  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

By  Thomas  P.  Carpenter,  of  Camden,  N.  J.  : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  danger  of  this  country 
from  civil  war,  the  House  of  Bishops  be  respectfully  re- 


484 


APPENDIX. 


quested  to  prepare  a  form  of  prayer  to  be  used  during  the 
sciiBioa  of  tliia  ConTention. 

By  Mr.  Murray  Hoifman,  of  New  York  : 

Whereas,  A  immber  of  the  members  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America  are  in 
open  resistance  to  the  Government  set  over  them,  and 
others  of  such  members  are  aiding  in  such  unlawful  rebel- 
lion; and  whereas,  the  members  of  this  Church  in  the 
several  States  did,  through  the  agencies  of  parishes,  assem- 
blies, or  conventions,  appoint  deputies  to  a  General  Con- 
vention, in  which,  in  the  year  1789,  they  adopted  and 
declared  a  constitution  for  tlie  government  of  the  Cliurch; 
and  whereas,  every  one  admitted  to  holy  orders  in  such 
Church  has,  upon  such  admission,  solemnly  engaged  "  to 
conform  to  tlie  doctrines  and  worship  of  tlie  Protestaiit 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States,"  which  docirine 
and  worship  was  set  forth  in  tlie  Book  of  Common  I'ra}'ei', 
ratified  in  the  year  17S9,  and  declared  to  be  the  Liturgy  of 
the  Church,  and  required  to  be  received  a.s  such  by  all  the 
members  of  the  same:  and  whereas,  it  is  in  such  book 
directed  that  there  shall  be  I'ead  "  a  prayer  for  the  Presi- 
dent cf  the  United  States,  and  all  in  civU  authority,"  to 
wliich  the  people  present  are  bidden  to  say  Amen,  and  .to 
which  the  members  of  this  Church  owe  obedience;  and 
whereas,  the  Convention  of  South  Carolina  did,  in  May, 
1861,  declare  itself  no  longer  under  any  obligation  of 
obedience  to  the  constitution  of  the  Church,  and  permitted 
alterations  in  the  Prayer  Book  to  be  made  by  the  Bishop 
of  the  diocese,  and  recognized  the  power  of  bodies  other 
than  the  General  Convention  to  change  such  Book,  and,  in 
tlio  month  of  June,  1861,  the  Convention  of  the  diocese 
of  Louisiana  did  resolve  that  it  had  ceased  to  be  a  diocese 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States, 
and,  on  the  3d  of  July,lS61,  deputies  from  the  Conventions 
of  the  dioceses  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Ala- 
bama, Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  Texas  passed 
the  following  resolution : 

'■•liesolval,  That  tlio  secession  of  the  States  of  Virginia, 
North  Carulina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Tennessee, 
from  the  United  States,  and  the  formation  by  them  of  a 
new  Government,  called  the  Confederate  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, renders  it  necessary  and  expedient  that  the  dioceses  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cliurch  within  these  States  .should 
form,  within  themselves,  an  independent  organization ;" 

And  did  proceed  to  adopt  and  recommend  for  ratification 
a  Constitution  and  form  of  Government  independent  of 
this  Church  ;  and  in  the  month  of  July,  1862,  tlio  Conven- 
tion of  the  diocese  of  Virginia  did  adopt  such  Constitution, 
and  did  assent  to  alterations  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  and  did  substitute  for  the  prayer  for  the  President 
•f  the  United  States  of  America,  a  prayer  for  one  designa- 
ted as  ''President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,"  in 
open  rebvUiun  against  such  United  States  ;  therefore 

jResobxil,  That  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America  is  alone  the  particular  or  national 
Church  for  all  who  have  .acknowledged  themselves  its  mem- 
bers, to  which  authority  is  given,  as  declared  by  the  xxxivth 
Article,  to  ordain,  change,  and  aboli^h  rites  and  ceremonies. 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  all  ministers  and 
other  persons  who  have  voluntarily  united  in  the  acts  and 
proceedings  before  set  forth,  have  fallen  into  the  sins  of 
rebellion,  sedition  and  schism,  and  have  greatly  offended 
by  their  separation  from  this  Church. 

That  the  ilouse  of  Bishops  bo  requested,  in  their  pastoral 
letter,  to  call  upon  the  members  of  the  church  who  have 
wandered  into  these  offences  to  return  to  a  better  mind, 
and  all  others  earnestly  to  pray  that  God  in  his  mercy 
would  bring  them  back,  so  that  our  Christian  region  may 
rest  again  in  quiet  and  order,  and  being  once  more  in  godly 
concord,  our  Church,  our  land,  our  government  and  people 
may  bo  continually  saved  and  defended  by  his  abounding 
goodness  and  almighty  power. 

And  further  Rcsolv&l,  That  the  Ilouse  of  Bishops  be  re- 
quested to  revise  the  first  part  of  the  Homily  against  '■  Dis- 
obtHlieuco  and  Wilful  Rebellioti,"'  so  that  a  portion  thereof 
may  Ijo  reail  in  churches  to  the  effect  that  "  we  all  make 
continual  [irayer  unto  Almighty  God,  even  from  tlio  bottom 
of  our  hearts,  that  he  will  give  his  grace,  power,  atid  strength 
unto  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  all  in  authority 
over  us,  to  vanquish  and  subdue  as  well  rebels  at  home  a.s 
foreign  enemies,  that  all  domestic  rebellion  being  suppres- 
sed and  pacified,  and  all  outward  inviisioiis  repulsed  and 
Hbandoned,  we  may  long  continue  in  obedience  to  our  law- 
ful governuient,  and  in  that  peaceable  and  quiet  of  life 
whii  U  hitliLito  we  have  had;  and  may  alto^'ther  in  obe- 
dience uiilci  God,  the  Uing  of  Kings,  ami  unto  his  liolj' 
laws,  li'ad  iiur  lives  so  in  this  world  that  in  the  world  to 
coni''  we  may  enjoy  his  everlasting  kingdom." 

Jiis'ilteti,  That  those  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  Ilouse  of 
Ciahops. 


By  John  TV.  Andrews,  of  Columbus  : 

Resolved,  That  loyalty  to  the  government  under  which 
we  live  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  United  States,  and  that  this  convention  pledgee 
its  constituents  to  stand  by  the  government  to  the  last  in 
the  worlc  of  putting  down  the  existing  rebellion. 

By  Rer.  George  Lei-ds,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia : 
Whereas,  The  absence  from  this  convention  of  any  and 
all  representation  from  a  large  number  of  dioceses  that 
have  hitherto  p.articipated,  under  the  Constitution  of  this 
Church,  in  its  general  council,  has  afflicted  our  hearts  with 
gi'ief  and  pain;  and  whereas,  the  cause  of  this  absence  is 
civil  war  and  rebellion  in  that  portion  of  the  country  in 
which  these  dioceses  are  planted,  against  the  constituted 
authority  of  our  beloved  land  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  deeply  as  we  deplore  this  unhappy  strife, 
in  which,  also,  we  recognize  the  just  judgment  of  God  for 
our  many  sins,  and  earnestly  as  we  lament  and  condemn 
the  causes  which  have  brought  it  upon  us,  so  we  also  de- 
precate that  grave  error  of  judgment  which  has  made  it  the 
occasion  of  severing  the  ties  of  visible  communion  and  fel- 
lowsliip  that  have  hitherto  united  us  in  our  ecclesiastical 
Synod,  and  we  will  not  abandon  the  hope  that  oui-  absent 
brethren,  guided  by  the  grace  of  God,  will  retrace  their 
steps  for  the  honor  of  his  name  and  the  benefit  of  his  holy 
church. 

By  Rev.  Alexander  Burgess,  of  Portland  : 

Resob-ed,  That,  in  view  of  the  afllictive  state  of  our  be- 
loved nation,  the  House  of  Bishops  be  affectionately  request- 
ed to  prepare  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  a  form  of  prayer, 
invoking  the  interposition  of  God  to  restore  us  to  peace 
and  prosperity  upon  such  a  foundation  as  he  shall  approve. 

By  Mr.  J.  E.  AVarren,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  : 

Rrsolced,  That  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cliurch  through- 
out the  world  is  one  and  a  united  Church,  and  that  while 
there  is  no  defection  of  faith,  the  unity  of  the  Church  is  not 
violated  or  impaired  by  geographical  lines,  or  national  di* 
iutegi'ations,  or  civil  or  political  disturbances. 

Resolved,  That  this  is  a  religious,  and  not  a  political  body ; 
that  having  met  to  legislate  for  the  Church,  and  not  for  the 
State,  tliat  its  deliberations  be  confined  to  this  jioint,  and 
that  the  introduction  and  discussion  of  all  political  subjects 
be  deprecated  and  discouraged,  as  inimical  to  Christian 
unity. 

October  9 — The  Committee  made  the  follow- 
ing unanimous 

REPOET. 

The  Committee  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance and  with  the  difficulty  of  the  dutj'  assigned  to 
tlieni.  They  have  examined  Viith  care  all  the  various  reso- 
lutions which  have  been  referred  to  them,  and  have  not  lost 
sight  of  the  subsequent  suggestions,  which  have  been  made 
in  debate,  by  numbers  of  this  body  from  many  different 
parts  of  our  country. 

In  framing  the  resolutions  which  they  have  at  length, 
after  much  deliberation,  agreed  upon,  tliey  have  had  three 
leading  objects  in  view.  They  have  designed  to  leave  no 
room  for  honest  doubt,  or  even  for  invidious  misconstruc- 
tion, as  to  the  liearty  loyalty  of  this  body  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  They  have  desired  to  confirm 
and  strengthen  the  unity  of  the  Church,  as  represented  in 
this  convention.  And  they  have  attempted  bo  to  refer  to 
the  course  of  our  brethren  who  aro  not  represented  here, 
as  to  shut  no  door  of  reconciliation  which  is  still  open,  and 
to  afford  the  best  hope  that  they  may  still  be  induced  to 
reconsider  and  retrace  their  steps,  and  to  renew  their  rela- 
tions, in  Christian  love  and  loyalty,  to  a  common  church 
and  a  common  country. 

The  committee  have  felt  that  it  was  not  fit  for  this  con- 
vention to  act  or  to  speak  as  if  they  despaired,  or  in  any 
degree  doubted,  of  the  ultimate  restoration  of  the  legiti- 
mate national  authority  over  our  whole  land.  They  have 
felt,  too,  that  the  question  before  them  was  not  so  much  as 
to  what  might  be  done,  or  what  might  be  said,  jjy  this  body, 
a?  a  matter  of  stern  justice,  in  vindication  of  the  authority 
or  the  dignity  of  the  Church,  but  as  to  what  it  was  wise  to 
do  or  say  at  this  moment,  consistently  with  our  own  con- 
victions, and  w  itli  a  view  to  preserve,  unbroken  and  undis- 
turbed, every  remaining  link  or  tie  of  religious  association 
and  Christian  sympathy,  which  might  be  of  use  hereafter 
in  accomplishing  the  great  end  of  restoring  our  National 
Union. 

The  committee  aro  unwilling  to  conclude  their  report 
without  one  otiior  suggestion.  While  there  could  have 
been  no  hesitation,  under  any  circumstances,  in  expressing, 
now  and  always,  our  earnest  and  abiding  loyalty  an^i  de\o- 
tion  to  our  country,  its  constitution  and  ita  laws,  and  to  all 
its  duly  constituted  authorities,  they  have  felt  that  there  yet 
rested  upon   this  couveutiuu  the  most  solemn  obli^utiou 
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to  abstain  from  entering  npon  any  narrower  questions, 
which  peculiarly  belong  to  the  domain  of  secular  politics. 
Our  blessed  Lord,  in  declaring  that  his  kingdom  is  not  of 
this  world,  and  in  directing  u3  to  render  unto  Ciesar  the 
things  that  are  Csesar's,  has  clearly  taught  us,  that,  whether 
aa  Ministers  or  as  Legislators  and  Councillors  of  his  Church, 
•we  are  to  refrain  from  those  matters  which  he  has  not  com- 
Diiltud  to  our  care.  There  is,  doubtless,  a  difBculty  in  the 
minds  of  many,  in  clearly  discerning  the  precise  boundary 
line  between  tlio  subjects  which  come  within  our  jurisdic- 
tion and  the  proper  8i)here  of  duty  as  Christian  ministers 
and  ecclesiastical  councillors,  and  such  as  belong  e.^cdusive- 
ly  to  secular  politics.  But  the  committee  can  hardly  doubt 
that  there  will  be  a  general  concurrence  in  the  opinion 
that,  in  this  most  critical  period  in  the  history  of  our 
Church  and  of  our  country,  w'.ien  words  are  things,  and 
wh'n  rrish  utterances  at  one  end  of  the  Union  may  co- 
operate with  rash  acts  at  the  other  in  extinguishing  the 
I  est  hopes  which  remain  to  us,  it  is  wise  for  such  a  body  as 
this  to  eiT  on  the  safe  side,  if  we  must  err  at  all ;  and  to 
keep  ourselves  clearly  within  the  limits  which  the  Councils 
of  our  Church  have  hitherto  so  uniformly  observed. 

In  accordance  with  these  general  views,  the  undersigned 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  By  the  House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies  of 
this  stated  Triennial  Convention,  That  assembling,  as  we 
have  been  called  to  do,  at  a  period  of  great  national  peril 
and  deplorable  civil  convulsion,  it  is  meet  and  proper  that 
we  should  call  to  mind,  tlistinctly  and  publicly,  that  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  hath 
ever  held  and  taught,  in  the  language  of  one  of  its  Articles 
of  Religion,  that  "it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  who  are  pro- 
fessors of  the  Gospel  to  pay  respectful  obedience  tu  the 
civil  authority,  regularly  and  legitimately  constituted ;"  and 
hath  accordingly  incorporated  into  its  Liturgy  '•  a  prayer  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  all  in  civil  authority," 
and  a  "  prayer  for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
used  during  their  session;"  and  hath  bound  all  orders  of  its 
lnini^try  to  the  faithful  and  constant  observance,  in  letter 
and  in  spirit,  of  these  and  all  other  parts  of  its  prescribed 
ritual. 

2.  That  we  cannot  be  wholly  blind  to  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued,  in  their  ecclesi;i3tical  as  well  as  in  their 
civil  relations,  since  this  Convention  last  niv-^t  in  perfect 
harmony  and  love,  by  great  numbers  of  the  ministers  and 
members  of  this  Church  within  certain  States  of  our  Union 
which  have  arrayed  themselves  in  open  and  armed  resis- 
tance to  the  regularly  constituted  Government  of  our  coun- 
try; and  that  while,  in  a  spirit  of  Christian  forbearance,  we 
refrain  Iri  <m  employing  towards  them  any  terms  of  condem- 
nation and  reproach,  and  would  rather  bow  in  humiliation 
before  our  common  Father  in  Heaven  for  the  sins  which 
have  brought  His  judgment  on  our  land,  we  yet  feel  bound 
to  declare  our  solemn  sense  of  the  deep  and  grievous 
wrong  which  they  will  have  inflicted  on  the  great  Chris- 
tian Oommunion  which  this  Convention  represents,  as  well 
as  on  the  country  within  which  it  has  been  so  happily  and 
harmoniously  established,  should  they  persevere  in  striv- 
ing to  rend  asunder  those  civil  and  religious  bonds  which 
have  so  long  held  us  together  in  peace,  unity,  and  concord. 

3.  That  wliile,  as  individuals  and  citizens,  we  acknowl- 
edge our  whole  duty  in  sustaining  and  defending  our  coun- 
try in  the  great  struggle  in  which  it  is  engaged,  we  are 
only  at  liberty,  as  Deputies  to  this  Council  of  a  Church 
whicli  hath  ever  renounced  all  political  a.=sociation  and  ac- 
tion, to  pledge  to  the  national  Government — as  wo  now  do 
— the  earnest  and  devout  prayers  of  all,  that  its  effortsmay 
be  so  guided  by  wisdom  and  replenished  with  strength, 
that  they  may  be  crowned  with  speedy  and  complete  suc- 
cess, to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  restoration  of  our  beloved 
Union. 

4.  That  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Bishops,  any  other 
forms  of  occasional  prayer  than  those  already  set  forth 
shall  seem  desirable  and  appropriate — whether  for  our 
Osnvention,  our  Church,  or  our  country,  for  our  rulers  or 
our  defenders,  or  for  the  sick  and  wounded  and  dying  of 
our  army  and  navy  and  volunteers — we  shall  gladly  receive 
them  and  fervently  use  them. 

5.  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  reso- 
lutions be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Bishops,  in  evidence 
of  the  views  and  feelings  of  this  body  in  reference  to  the 
afflicting  condition  of  our  Church  and  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Hoffman  moved  his  resolutioa  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  report. 

Mr.  AVilliam  Welsh,  of  Philadelphia,  moved 
to  amend  by  striking  from  the  second  resolu- 
tion the  word  "wholly,"  and  inserting  for  the 
words  "will  have  inflicted,"  the  words  "  arc 
iriflicting,"  and  by  striking  out  the  words 
''  should  they  persevere." 


October  15 — Pi,ev.  Dr.  Henry  JI.  Mason,  of 
Maryland,  moved  to  table  the  irhole  subject, 
which  was  lost :  of  the  Clergy,  ayes  9,  nays  11, 
divided  2  ;  of  the  Laity,  ayes  7,  nays  10. 

Mr.  Welsh's  amendments  were  lost :  of  the 
Clergy,  yeas  9,  nays  11,  divided  2  ;  of  the  Laity, 
yeas  7,  nays  10. 

Mr.  Hoffman's  substitute  was  lost :  of  the 
Clergy,  yeas  7,  nays  14,  divided  1 ;  of  the  Laity, 
yeas  2,  nays  13,  divided  1. 

Rev.  S.  C.  Thrall,  D.  D.,  then  offered  these 
resolutions,  as  a  substitute  : 

Whereas  this  Church,  in  her  thirty-seventh  article,  hath 
doctrinally  taught  the  duty  of  loyalty  to  regularly  consti- 
tuted authority,  and  in  her  prayers  for  the  President  and 
Congress,  hatii  practised  that  duty  in  such  methods  as  bo- 
comes  her  as  an  ecclesiastical  body,  and  any  act  of  this 
House  cannot  add  force  to  the  solemn  '•ratification  of  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer;''  and  whereas  the  present  afflic- 
tion of  our  country  arises  from  questions  of  civil  polity,  and 
as  such  is  within  the  province  of  the  State  onlj',  and  any 
decision  on  such  questions  by  the  Church  is  a  most  disloyal 
assumption  of  the  prerogative  of  the  State;  and  whereas 
the  alleged  action  of  the  members  of  the  Church  in  the  so- 
called  seceded  States  in  what  has  been  done  with  reference 
to  external  order,  administration  or  organization  has  been 
done  under  circumstiinces  of  the  character  and  force  of 
which  it  is  impossible  for  this  House  to  judge,  until,  by  free 
and  unrestrained  intercourse  and  communication,  we  may 
hear  from  them  the  reasons  of  their  action,  and  we  have  no 
knowledge-of  any  action  on  their  part  affecting  faith,  min- 
istry or  sacraments ;  therefore, 

Mesolved,  That  there  is  no  occasion  for  any  action  of  this 
House,  touching  the  declared  and  acknowledged  loyalty  of 
the  Church. 

2.  That  in  the  present  affliction  of  this  country  by  civil 
war,  this  House  has  no  right,  as  a  part  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Church,  to  take  any  action  on  the  subject,  as  it  is 
purely  civil,  and  as  such  belongs  to  the  constituted  govern- 
ment only. 

3.  That  in  the  matter  of  any  action  of  the  Church  in  the 
so  called  seceded  States,  it  is  inexpedient  for  this  House  to 
express  any  opinion  till  it  is  in  possession  of  more  full  and 
complete  information  than  we  can  at  present  obtain. 

4.  That  this  preamble  and  resolutions  be  sent  to  thcHou8« 
of  Bishops,  to  inform  them  of  the  action  of  tliis  House. 

AVhich  was  lost ;  of  the  Clergy,  yeas  9,  nays 
12,  divided  1 ;  of  the  Laity,  yeas  7,  nays  10. 

Rev.  F.  M.  McAllister,  of  California,  offered 
this,  as  a  substitute  : 

Whereas  the  introduction  of  pa<?sing  national  events  into 
this  House,  as  a  subject  for  its  deliberation  and  action,  has 
given  pain  and  mortification  to  those  many  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  here  and  throughout  the  land  who 
heartily  believed  that  she  wag  a  kingdom  not  of  this  world; 
and  that  however  as  christian  men  her  members  might 
sympathize  and  suffer  with  the  State  in  all  its  trials,  tri- 
umphs, ant  adversities,  this  kingdom  of  God  was  one  which 
should  not  be  moved,  attainted,  or  assailed  by  the  heavings 
and  distractions  of  secular  dominion ;  and  whereas  the  very 
introduction  of  this  subject  here  has  created  expectations 
iu  the  world  around  us,  unacquainted  with  the  nature  and 
constitution  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  that  this  Convention 
must  necessarily  be  as  anyone  of  the  religious  bodies  of  the 
land,  reflecting  the  transient  passions  and  emotions  of  the 
day,  thus  seriously  and  painfully  emoarrassingtheaction  of 
many  members  of  this  body,  who  are  required  by  the  com- 
munities in  which  they  respectively  live  to  give  some 
response  to  the  resolutions  upon  the  state  of  the  country 
which  have  been  introduced  hero ;  and  wherejis  the  preser- 
vation of  this  Church  in  its  intact  integrity  as  a  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  whicii  is  not  of  this  world,  is  bound  upon 
us  as  well  by  our  loyalty  to  that  Church  and  to  its  Divine 
Head  as  by  the  fact  that  the  unshaken  manifestation  of 
such  loyalty  againstall  the  pressure  of  the  world's  blandish- 
ments and  terrorism  in  this  fearful  crisis,  would  exhibit  a 
moral  courage  and  a  depth  of  religious  principle  that  would 
make  this  Church  of  our  God  a  praise  ar>d  a  glory  in  the 
land,  and  a  true  ark  of  refuge  into  which  multitudes  of  the 
wise  and  good  would  ghvlly  come  for  refuge  from  tho  storm 
and  tempest  of  worldly  interests;  therefore,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  all, 

Rpsolved,  That  as  a  legislative  Council  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  all  secular  and  national  interests  are  foreign  to  the 
deliberations  and  decisions  of  this  Convention,  and  that  the 
true  and  divinely  ordained  relations  of  Christian  men  to  the 
State  are  amply,  constantly,  and  solemnly    aflirmed    by 
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this  Church,  iu  her  daily  teachings,  and  in  her  daily  -wor- 
Bhip. 

Which  -was  lost:  of  the  Clergy,  yeas  1,  nays 
14,  divided  1 ;  of  the  Laity,  yeas  5,  nays  10, 
divided  2. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  then 
adopted:  of  the  Clergy,  yeas  13,  nays  6,  divided 
3  ;  of  the  Laity,  yeas  11,  nays  5,  divided  1,  as 
follows : 

AfFIIlMATIVE  DIOCESES. 


Delaware — Rev.  Jacob  Kambo,  Rev.  Samuel  0.  Brinckle— 

Aye. 
Illinois— Uev.  Alexander  Capron,  Robert  II.  Clarkson,  D.  D., 

Rev.  Theodore  N.  Morrison,  Rev.  Warren  H.  Roberts— 

Ai/e. 
/oioa— Edward  W.  Peet,  D.  D.,  Rev.  George  W.  Watson, 

Rev.  Charles  B.  Stout— ^i/«.     Silas  Totten,  D.  J).— Nay. 
i/ui»«— Rev.   Alexander  Burgess,  Rev.  Frederick  Gardiner, 

Rev.  Williiiiu  Stevens  Perry — A>/e. 
Massachuaetfs—GeorgfiM.RMidiiU,!).  D.,  Samuel  P.  Parker, 

D.  D. — Aye.    Theodore  Edson,  D.  D.—Kay. 
Mchiffaiv— Daniel  T.  Grinnell,  D.  I>.,  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Phil- 
lips, Rev.  Wiliium  E.  Armitage — Aye. 
Missouri — Montgomery  Schuyler,  D.  D. — Aye. 
iVeto  Ilampxhire — Rev.  Henry  A.  Coit,  Isaac  G.  Ilubbard, 

D.  D.,  Rev.  Francis  Chase — Aye.    James  H.  Eames,  D. 

D.—Nay 
A'ei/J  York— 3.  II.  Price,  D.  D.,  Edward  Y.  Higbee,  D.  D., 

Francis  Vinton,  D.  I). — Aye. 
Ohio — Erastns  Burr,  D.  D. — Aye. 
Penns>jlmnia—^l.  A.  DoAV.  Howe,  D.  D.,  G.  Emlen  Hare, 

D.  D.,  George  Leeds,  D.  D.,  D.  R.  Goodwin,  D.  D.— 

Aye. 
Rhode  Island— ^Waa  A.  Crane,  D.  D.—Aye. 
Western  New  York— \moi  B.   Beach,   D.  D.,  William  D. 

Wilson,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Andrew  Hull — Aye. 


Cnrtnecticut—3ose\)\i  E.  ShefBold,  Soth  P.  Beers — Aye. 

Delaware — Franklin  Fell — Aye. 

Matue — Robertll.  Gardiner — Aye. 

jSIassachuselts — (Jeorge  C.  Shattuck — Aye. 

Michiffan^UcxxTy  P.  Baldwin — Aye. 

New  Hampshire — Simeon  Idc' — Aye. 

New   York — Murray  lloffnian,  Luther  Bradish,  Samuel  B. 

Ruggles — Aye. 
Ohio — John  W.  Andrew — Aye. 
Pennst/lvania — John  N.  Cony ngham,  Herman  Cope,  William 

Welsh,  F.  R.  Brunot— vl?/e. 
Rhode  Island — Edward  King — Aye. 
Western  New  York — Joseph  Juliand — Aye. 

NEGATIVE  DIOCESES. 


Kenhirl-y — James  Craik,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Francis  M.  Whittle — 

Nay. 
Maryland— W.  E.  Wyatt,  D.  D.,  William  Pinkney,  D.  D., 

Henry  M.  Mason,  D.  I>.,  Rev.  Orlando  Hutton — Nay. 
Minnesota — Rev.  Solon  W.   Manney,  Rev.  D.  B.   Knicker- 

backer,  Rev.  Timothy  Wilcoxson — Nay.    A.  B.  Patter- 
son, D.D. — Ayr. 
New  Jersey — Milo  Mahan,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  CroswoU  Doane — 

Nay. 
Vermont — Rev.  David  H.  Buel,  Rev.  Andrew  Oliver,  Rev. 

Malcolm  Dougliiss— iSoj/. 
TTtiSCHisui— William  B.  Ashley,  D.  D.,  Azel  D.  Cole,  D.  D— 

Nay.    Rev.  Lewis  A.  liemper — Aye. 


niinrns — S.  Corning  Judd — Nay. 

Kentucky — A.  H.  Churchill,  William  Cornwall — Nay. 

Maryland — Ezekiel  F.  Chambers — Nay. 

Ncio  Jersey — J.  C.  Garthwaite,   Henry  Macfarlan — Nay. 

Thomas  P.  Carjienter — Aye. 
Vermont — V.  Atwood — Nay, 

DIVIDED  DIOCESES. 

CLEIUJV. 

CWi/wnio—S.  C.  Thrall,  D.  D—Aye.    F.  M.  McAllister— 

iV".v. 

CamnectirMt—Jacoh  L.  Clark.  D.D.,  E.  A.  Washburn,  D.  D— 
Aye.  W.  Cooper  Mead,  D.  D.,  Robert  A.  Uallam,  D. 
D.—Nay. 

Jndiana—Rvv.  J.  B.  Wakefield— ^y«.  Rev.  L.  W.  Russ— 
Nay. 

LAITY. 

Minnesota — E.  T.  Wilder— ^i/e.    J.  E.  Warren — Nay. 


PASTORAL    LETTER    OF     THE     BISHOPS     OP    THl 
PROTESTANT    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH,    1862. 

October  1 — The  House  of  Bishops  met  ia 
New  York. 

October  14 — Two  Pastoral  Letters  were  re- 
ported from  the  committee,  which  con.si8ted  of 
the  five  senior  Bishops  present,  viz  :  Bishops 
John  II.  Hopkins  of  Vermont,  Benjamin  Bos- 
worth  Smiih  of  Kentucky,  Charles  Pettit  Mc- 
Ilvaine  of  Ohio,  Jackson  Kemper  of  V.'iscon- 
sin,  Samuel  Allen  McCaskry  of  Michigan.  The 
committee,  "not  being  fully  agreed  as  to  the 
two  letters  read  be  ore  them,"  presented  both 
for  the  action  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Bishop  Whittingham,  the  sub- 
joined was  adopted  as  the  Pastoral  Letter,  a3 
follows  : 

Brethren  :  We  have  been  assembled  together  in  the 
Triennial  Convention  of  our  Church  under  most  afflicting 
circumstances.  Hitherto,  whatever  our  Church  had  to  con- 
tend with  from  tho  fallen  nature  of  man,  from  the  power 
of  this  evil  world,  or  the  enmity  of  that  mighty  adversary 
who  is  called  by  St.  Paul  "the  god  of  this  world,"  herChief 
Council  has  been  permitted  to  meet  amidst  the  blessings  of 
peace  within  our  national  boundaries,  and  as  representing 
a  household  of  faith  at  unity  in  itself.  Our  last  meeting 
was  in  the  metropolis  of  a  State  wluch  has  long  held  a  high 
place  and  inlluenco  in  the  affairs  of  our  Church  and  Coun- 
try. Long  shall  we  remember  the  affectionate  hospitality 
which  was  then  lavished  upon  us,  and  the  delightful  har- 
mony and  brotherly  love  which  seemed  to  reign,  almost 
without  alloy,  iu  a  Convention  composed  of  ropresontativea 
of  all  our  Dioceses!  Never  did,  the  promise  of  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  brotherly  union,  among  all  parts  .and  sections 
of  our  whole  Church,  appear  more  assuring.  But,  alas ! 
what  is  man?  How  unstable  our  surest  reliances,  based 
on  man's  wisdom  or  will!  How  unsearchable  the  counsels 
of  Him  who  "hath  his  way  in  the  sea,  and  his  path  in  the 
mighty  waters,  and  whose  footsteps  are  not  known!" 
What  is  now  the  change?  We  look  in  vain  for  the  occu- 
pants of  seats  in  tho  Convention,  belonging  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  no  less  than  ten  of  our  Dioceses,  and  to  tea 
of  our  Bishops.  And  whence  such  painfid  and  injuri- 
ous absence  ?  The  cause  stands  as  a  great  cloud  of  dark- 
ness before  us,  of  which,  as  we  cannot  help  seeing  it,  and 
thinking  of  it,  and  that  most  sorrowfully,  wherever  we  go 
and  whatever  we  do,  it  is  impossible  not  to  speak  when 
wo  address  you  in  regard  to  the  condition  and  wants  of  otir 
Church.  That  cause  is  all  concentrated  in  a  stupendous 
rebelhon  against  tho  organic  law  and  the  constituted  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Country,  for  tho  dismemberment  of  our 
national  Union — under  which,  confessedly,  all  parts  of  the 
land  have  been  signally  prospered  and  blessed;  a  rebellion 
which  is  already  too  well  known  to  you,  brethren,  in  the 
vast  armies  it  has  compelled  our  Government  to  maintain, 
and  in  tho  fearful  expense  of  life  and  treasure,  of  suflfering 
and  sorrow,  which  it  has  cost  on  both  sides,  to  need  any  fur- 
ther description  here. 

We  are  deeply  grieved  to  think  how  many  of  our  breth- 
ren, clergy  and  laity,  in  the  regions  over  wiiich  that  dark 
tide  has  spread,  have  been  carried  away  by  its  flood;  not 
only  yielding  to  it,  so  as  to  place  themselves,  as  far  aa 
in  them  lay,  in  severance  from  our  ecclesiastical  Union, 
which  has  so  long  and  so  happily  joined  ua  together  in  one 
visible  commuiiion  and  fellow,ship;  but,  to  a  sad  extent, 
sympathizing  with  the  movement,  and  giving  it  their  ac- 
tive co-operation. 

In  this  part  of  our  address,  we  do  not  attempt  to  esti- 
mate the  moral  character  of  such  doings.  At  present  we 
confine  ourselves  to  the  statement  of  notorious  facts,  ex- 
cept as  to  one  matter,  of  which  this  is  the  convenient  place 
to  speak. 

When  the  ordained  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
whose  mission  is  so  emphatically  one  of  peace  and  good- 
will, of  tenderness  and  consolation,  do  so  depart  fiom  their 
sacred  calling  as  to  take  tho  sword  and  engage  in  the  fierce 
and  bloody  conflicts  of  war;  when  in  so  doing  they  are 
fighting  against  authorities  which,  sis  "  the  powers  that  be." 
the  Scriptures  declare  "are  ordained  of  God,"  so  that  in  re- 
sisting them  they  resist  tho  ordinance  of  God;  when  espe- 
cially one  comes  out  from  tho  exalted  spiritual  duties  of  an 
Overseer  of  the  flock  of  Christ,  to  e-\ercise  high  command 
in  such  awful  work, — we  cannot,  as  ourselves  Overseers  of 
the  same  flock,  consistently  with  duty  to  Christ's  Church, 
His  Ministry  and  people,  refrain  from  placing  on  such  ex- 
amples our  strongest  condemnation.  We  remember  tho 
,  words  of  our  bloBsed  Lord,  uttered  among  Hia  last  words. 
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and  for  the  special  admonition  of  His  Ministers — "  They 
tlitrt  talio  the  sword  shall  perish  with  the  sword." 

Keturniiig  to  this  great  rebellion,  with  all  its  retinue 
of  cost  and  sacrifice,  of  tribulation  and  anguish,  of  dark- 
ness and  death,  there  are  two  aspects  in  which  we  niust 
contemplate  it,  namely :  as  it  comes  by  the  agency  of  man, 
aud  as  it  comes y)Y/?»i  the  Providence  of  God. 

We  desire. y()"s',  to  call  your  attention  to  it  as  itproceedi 
from  the  Providence  of  God.  So  toniprelieusive  is  that 
Providence  that  it  embraces  all  worlds  and  all  nations; 
while  so  minute  is  it  that  not  a  sparrow  falleth  without  the 
knowledge  and  will  of  our  Father  in  Heayen.  In  its  vast 
counsels,  this  deep  affliction  has  its  place.  God's  hand  is 
in  it.  Ilis  power  i  ules  it.  It  is  His  visitation  and  chasten- 
ing for  the  sins  of  this  nation.  Who  can  doubt  it?  Just 
as  the  personal  afiliction  of  any  of  you  is  God's  visitation  to 
tm'U  him  from  the  world  and  sin,  unto  Himself,  so  is  this 
national  calamity  most  certainly  His  judgment  upon  this 
nation  for  its  good.  And  we  trust,  dear  brethren,  we  are 
in  no  danger  of  seeming,  by  such  interpretation  of  our  dis- 
tresses, to  excuse,  in  any  degree,  such  agency  as  men  have 
had  in  lainging  tliem  upon  us.  God's  Providence  has  no 
interference  with  mans  responsibility.  lie  works  by  man, 
but  so  that  it  is  still  man  that  wills  and  works.  The  cap- 
tivities of  God's  chosen  people  were,  as  His  Word  declares, 
Kis  judgments  upon  tliem  for  their  sins ;  while  the  nations 
tiiat  carried  ihem  captive  were  visited  of  God  for  heinous 
guilt  in  so  doing.  St.  Peter  declares  that  our  Lord  was 
**  delivered"  unto  death  "  by  the  determinate  counsel  and 
foreknowledge  of  God;"  and  that,  nevertheless,  it  was  '•  ty 
wicked  hands"  that  he  was  "crucified  and  slain. '  Thus  we 
need  be  under  no  temptation  to  diminish  our  estimate  of 
the  present  disi)eusation  of  sorrow,  as  coming  from  the 
Land  of  God,  fur  the  puuisbraeut  of  our  sins,  whatever  the 
agency  of  men  therein.  It  is  our  duty,  as  Christians  and 
as  p;itriots,  so  to  consider  it,  that  it  may  do  us  the  good  tor 
which  it  is  sent,  aud  may  the  sooner  be  taken  away. 

It  is  not  possible  lor  us,  in  this  address,  to  set  before  you, 
in  detail,  or  in  their  true  i^roportions,  all  the  national  and 
other  sins  wliich  make  us,  as  a  peojde,  deserve,  aud  need, 
the  chastisements  of  a  holy  God.  It  needs  no  Daniel,  in- 
spired from  on  high,  to  discover  them.  Surelj'  you  must 
all  be  painfully  familiar  with  many  of  them,  in  the  pro- 
faneness  of  speech  witli  which  God's  name  and  majesty  are 
assailed;  in  ihe  neglect  of  public  worship  which  so  dis- 
honors His  holy  day;  in  the  ungodliness  of  life  which 
erects  its  example  so  conspicuously  ;  and  especially  in  that 
one  great  sin  for  which  Jerusalem  was  given  over  to  be 
trodden  down  by  the  heathen,  and  the  people  of  Israel 
have  ever  since  beeu  wanderers  and  a  by-word  among  the 
u.itious,  nameJij,  the  rejection,  whether  in  positive  inlidel- 
ity,  or  only  in  practical  unbelief  of  God's  great  ^iit  of 
grace  and  mercy,  His  beloved  Son,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
to  be  a  sacrifice  of  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  an  all-suf- 
ficient and  all-glorious  Saviour  of  our  souls. 

But  there  is  a  passage  in  the  Scriptures  which  is  of  great 
use  as  a  guide  in  this  consideration  of  national  sinfulness. 
It  Is  a  warning  to  the  nation  of  Israel,  and  found  in  the 
eighth  chapter  of  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  as  follows : 
"Beware  that  thou  forget  not  the  Lord  thy  God,  in  not 
keeping  His  commandments,  aud  His  ■judgments,  and  His 
statutes,  which  I  conmiand  thee  this  day,  lest  when  thou 
hast  eaten  and  art  full,  and  bast  biult  goodly  houses 
and  hast  dwelt  therein,  and  when  thy  herds  and  thy  fiocks 
multiply,  and  thy  silver  and  thy  gold  is  multiplied,  and  all 
that  thou  hast  is  multiplied,  then  thy  heart  be  lifted  up, 
and  thou  forget  the  Lord  thy  God;  for  it  is  He  that  giveth 
tliee  power  to  get  wealth.  And  it  shall  be,  that  if  thou  do 
at  all  forget  the  Lord  thy  God — as  the  nations  which  the 
Lord  destrojeth  before  3'our  face,  so  shall  ye  perish,  be- 
caBse  ye  would  not  be  obedient  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  jour 
God." 

Now  it  was  because  that  nation  was  guilty  of  precisely 
Buch  self-g  orying,  and  such  forgetfulness  of  its  indebted- 
ness to  God  and  dependence  on  His  favor,  as  this  warning 
de.scribcs,  that  the  grievous  calamities  which  so  fill  its  his- 
toiy,  before  the  adveiit  of  Christ,  were  brought  upon  it. 
Aijd  it  is  because  there  is  so  much  agreement  between  this 
description  and  the  a^jiect  which  we,  as  a  people,  have  pre- 
Beiitcd  b.fore  God,  that  we  place  the  passage  before  you. 

Marvellously  have  we  been  prospered  in  everything  ]ier- 
tainiiig  to  national  prosperity,  riches,  and  strength.  (Jod 
Las  loaded  us  with  benefits;  and  with  our  benefits  have 
grown  our  ingratitude,  our  self-dependence,  and  self-suffi- 
ciency, our  pride,  our  vain-glorying,  and  that  sad  deficiency, 
eo  much  felt,  in  the  representative  acts  and  voices  of  the 
nation  as  to  all  adequate  acknowledgment  of  God  and  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Let  us  mark  the  words  of  the  proi)het 
Jeremiah:  ''Let  not  the  wise  man  glory  in  his  wisdom, 
Boither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his  might ;  let  not  the 
rich  man  glory  in  his  riches;  but  let  him  that  glorieth, 

flory  in  this,  that  he  understandeth  and  knoweth  me  that 
am  tho  Lord  which  exercise  loving-kindness,  judgment, 
•nd  righteousuesa  in  ths  sarth." — (Jer.  ix.;  23,  24.^    How 


remarkably  do  these  worda  exhibit  our  sin  as  a  nation  I 
How  seldom,  in  anything  of  a  representative  character,  or 
anything  that  speaks  for  the  nation,  especially  in  the  coun- 
sels of  our  chosen  rulers,  or  in  the  enactments  of  our  legict- 
latures,  do  we  see  any  such  reference  to  God.  as  is  hero 
required  as  the  basis  on  which  He  blesses  a  nation!  How 
literally  have  we  gloried  in  our  wisdom,  and  power,  and 
wealth ;  aud  said  in  our  hearts,  Our  power  and  our  luind 
have  gotten  us  all  these  things  ! 

Dear  brethren,  can  we  consider  these  things,  so  palpable 
to  every  eye,  and  not  acknowledge  that  we  deserve  God's 
anger,  and  need,  for  our  good,  Ilis  chastening  Providence? 
Is  it  wonderful  that  this  tribulation  hath  come  upon  us? 
O,  that  when  thus  His  judgments  are  upon  the  land,  tlte 
inhabitants  may  learn  righteousness !  We  exhort  you, 
lirethren,  that,  as  citizens  and  as  Christians,  you  will  take 
these  things  seriously  to  heart.  Search  and  try  yourselves, 
that  you  may  duly  humble  yourselves  under  God's  mighty 
hand,  and  lie  rnay,  in  due  time,  exalt  us  oiit  of  the  present 
distress.  Such  a  spirit  of  humiliation,  taking  wide  posses- 
sion of  tie  people,  especially  of  those  who,  as  members  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  profess  to  be  His  disciples — above  all, 
such  a  spirit  appearing  among  those  whose  official  position 
niakis  their  works  nnd  acts  of  eminent  weight  and  respon- 
sibility in  determiidng  the  nation's  standing  before  God — 
would  more  encoura;j,e  us  concerning  the  prospect  of  a 
happy  removal  of  our  national  afilictions,  a  happy  future  of 
stability  in  our  civil  institutions,  and  of  peace  in  the  whole 
land,  than  if  many  signal  victories  were  given  to  our  hon- 
ored armies.  Let  us  pray  earnestly  and  constantly  for  that 
spirit,  which,  above  all  things,  is  a  nation's  wealth,  and 
strength,  and  praise.  "The  Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened," 
that  it  cannot  thus  bless  us.  "His  ear  is  not  heavy,  that  it 
cannot  hear  "  us  when  we  seek  so  great  a  blessing.  He  id 
"able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or 
think; "  and  prayer  is  the  arm  that  places  our  wants  on  His 
mij;hty  power. 

Let  us  turn  now  to  the  other  aspect  of  our  great  trial ; 
namely,  us  il  comes  from  tite  agency  of  man.  We  deeply 
feel,  dear  brethren,  how  momentous  is  this  portion  of  our 
subject,  and  with  what  carefulness  and  charity,  and  at  the 
same  time  with  what  decision  and  plainness  of  speech, 
with  what  faithfulness  to  Church  aud  Country,  aud  to 
those  arrayed  against  us,  iis  well  as  to  ourselves,  it  becomes 
us  to  speak.  Gladly  would  your  Bishops  avoid  a  subject 
so  iiainful.  But  there  is  no  possibility  of  avoiding  it. 
Should  we  keep  silence,  we  should  not  avoid  it.  Our 
silence  v,  ould  speak  far  and  wide,  aud  with  a  meaning  by 
which  we  are  not  willing  that  our  minds  should  be  inter- 
preted. At  such  an  alarming  crisis  of  our  national  and 
ecclesiastical  union,  as  well  as  of  our  whole  welfare,  when 
a  voice  from  such  a  body,  occupying  such  intimate  relations 
to  a  wide-spread  communion,  may  be  of  such  importance 
to  the  strength  of  the  public  counsels,  through  the  guidance 
of  the  people  of  that  communion, — should  we  address  you 
on  other  topics  of  less  jsrominence  at  the  present  time,  aud 
yet  keep  silence  on  that  one  which  banishes  almost  every 
other  from  the  thoughts  of  the  uation,  we  should  not  only 
uegle  ;t  an  opportunity  of  usefulness  which  ought  to  be 
improved,  aud  subject  ourselves  to  imputations  which  we 
are  not  willing  to  bear,  but  we  should  inflict  a  serious 
injury  upon  a  cause  we  are  bound  to  aid. 

It  is  the  first  time  this  Convention  has  met  since  these 
troubles  liegan.  God  gi-ant  they  may  be  ended  long  belore 
it  shall  meet  again!  Ever  since  our  Church  had  her 
Litany,  we  have  been  praying  for  deliverance  "from  sedi- 
tion, privy  conspiracy,  and  rebellion."  And  now  that  all 
the  three  are  ujiou  us,  aud  in  a  depth  of  scheme,  a  force 
of  action,  a  strength  of  purpose,  and  an  extensivenesa  of 
sway  such  as  the  world  never  before  saw  united  for  the 
dismemberment  of  any  government,  shall  wo  refuse  to  tell 
you  in  what  light  we  regard  that  gigantic  evil  ? 

We  are  moved  the  more  to  speak,  because  we  believe 
that  you,  bretliren,  desire  it  of  us.  You  feel  bound,  by 
your  views  of  duty,  to  take  a  position  and  manifest  princi- 
ples, too  decided  to  be  mistaken,  in  support  of  the  national 
Constitution  and  Government  in  this  day  of  their  peril. 
Our  conauunion  is  nobly  represented  wherever  the  nation's 
cause  has  dangers  to  brave,  difficulties  to  be  surmounted, 
sacrifices  to  be  made,  or  sufferings  to  be  borne.  In  the 
ranks,  and  through  all  the  grades  of  command,  our  Church 
testifies  her  loyalty  by  the  devotion  of  her  sons.  Many  of 
them  are  her  choice  young  men,  whom  it  is  hard  to  spare 
from  works  of  Christian  well-doing  at  home.  Many  of 
them  are  her  Sunday-school  teachers.  They  have  gone  to 
her  armies,  not  in  any  bitterness  of  feeling  towards  those 
who  have  brought  on  us  this  war,  but  in  a  ready  mind  to 
love  their  enemies  and  to  do  good  to  those  that  hate  them, 
as  well  as  out  of  a  well-considered  and  conscientious  con- 
viction of  duty  to  their  Country,  to  their  Government,  aud 
to  God.  They  look  to  us,  their  chief  Pastors,  especially  as 
we  are  now  gathered  together  here,  to  give  them  the  sup- 
port and  comfort  of  our  approbation,  if  we  think  they 
have  rightly  judged  the  great  question  of  duty  to   the 
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Oovernment  in  the  present  struggle.  Amidst  the  perils 
of  battle,  iu  hospitals  and  prisons,  under  privations  and 
\>ouuds,  they  feel  the  preciousness  of  such  comfort.  Ac- 
knowledging the  reasonableness  of  such  desires,  we  have 
pleasure  in  complying  with  them  ;  not  apprehending  that 
in  touching  on  this  subject  it  can  with  reason  be  objected 
that  we  enter  amidst  questions  with  which,  as  Ministers  of 
Him  whose  "  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,"  we  have 
nothing  to  do.  Whatever  the  Apostles  of  Christ  were 
inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  teach  the  Church ;  the 
Ministers  and  Stewards  of  the  Church  are  hound  to  illus- 
trate and  enforce,  for  instruction  of  her  members.  "All 
Sfripture  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  reproof,  correction,  and 
instruction  in  righteousness."  Whatever  is  contained 
therein  is  part  of  what  has  thus  been  "  written  for  our 
learning" — part  of  that  spiritual  provision  which  you, 
brethren,  are  to  "read,  mark,  learn, and  inwardly  digest;" 
and  which,  therefore,  God's  Stewards  must  distribute,  as 
varying  circumstances  shall  make  it  "a  word  in  season." 

Then  what  say  the  Scriptures  touching  the  subject  before 
us?  We  h  ive  no  need  to  go  beyond  the  words  of  St.  Paul, 
in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans — 
"  lict  every  soul  be  subject  to  the  higher  powers.  For  there 
is  no  power  but  of  God.  The  powers  that  be  are  ordained 
of  God.  Whosoever,  therefore,  resisteth  the  power,  resist- 
eth  the  ordinance  of  God;  and  they  that  resist  shall 
receive  to  themselves  damnation." 

Now,  it  is  the  application  of  these  words  to  our  duties, 
under  present  circumstances,  of  which  we  have  need  to 
inquire,  if  we  would  use  thi.s  portion  of  Scripture  as  "a 
light  to  our  feet."  Where,  then,  do  we  find  those  powers 
and  ordinances  to  which,  as  "  ordained  of  God,"  we,  recog- 
nising the  great  truth  that  "  there  is  no  power  but  of 
God,"  are  buuiid,  for  Uis  sake,  to  be  subject?  AVe  answer, 
Ix  THE  Constitution  and  Government  of  ths  United 
States.  Under  them,  the  people  of  all  the  States,  now 
resisting  them,  were  just  as  much  bound  to  render  obedi- 
ence, when  such  resistance  began,  as  we,  whose  allegiance 
Is  still  unbroken.  According  to  the  Scriptures,  th:it  re- 
sistance, so  far  from  making  null  and  void  those  powers,  is 
a  resistance  to  orchnances  of  God  still  in  force;  and,  there- 
fore, brings  Ilia  condemnation  on  those  so  engaged. 

Wlien  St.  Paul,  in  direct  connection  with  the  words  just 
cited,  exhorts  lis  to  "render  to  all  their  dues,  tribute  to 
whom  tribute  is  due,  custom  to  whom  custom,  fear  to 
whom  fear,  honor  to  whom  honor,"  and  that  "  not  only  for 
wrath,  but  I'or  conscience'  sake;"  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
teaching  that  the  claim  to  all  these  duties  and  inauifl'sta- 
tions  of  allegiance  and  loyalty  from  us,  and  from  all  those 
States  so  recently  united  in  rendering  tliem,  i.s  rightfully 
iu  that  Government  which  is  now  by  force  of  arms  main- 
taining such  claim.  The  refusal  of  such  allegiancewe  hold 
to  be  a  sin;  and  when  it  stands  forth  iu  armed  rebellion, 
it  is  a  great  crime  before  the  laws  of  God,  as  well  as  man. 

Thus,  lirethren,  your  Bishops  teach,  as  olhcial' expositors 
of  the  \Vord  ol  Gu'd.  Less,  they  believe,  they  could  not 
teach  without  unfaithfulness  to  the  Scriptures. 

If  godly  sulimission  to  the  laws  .and  constitutional  rulers 
of  the  country  should  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  less  than 
the  most  religious  obligation  ;  if  it  shall  be  held  a  thing 
of  indifference  whether  the  Government,  given  us  in  the 
Providence  of  God,  be  obeyed  "for  conscience'  sake,"  or 
be  overthrown  by  conspiracy  and  armed  rebelhon,  without 
the  pretence  of  any  existiiig  and  oppressive  wrong,  or  of 
any  wrong  for  which  the  remedy  luightuotbefuund  under, 
and  by,  provision  of  that  very  Government, — then  all  the 
horrors,  of  which  such  rebellion  may  be  the  prolific  parent, 
may  at  any  time  be  caused,  and  even  intended,  without 
guilt.  But,  let  us  hear  what  the  Fathers  of  our  Church,  in 
one  of  those  Homilies  which  our  Ariioles  declare  to  con- 
tain "  a  godly  and  wholesome  doctrine,"  teaches  on  this 
head.  We  can  well  understand  it  now  and  appreciate  it, 
as  never  before.  In  the  Uornily  "Against  VVilU'ul  Rebel- 
lion" we  have  these  wholesome  words  :  '•  lie  that  nameth 
rebellion,  nameth  not  a  singular,  or  one  only  sin,  as  is 
theft,  robbery,  murder,  and  such  like;  but  he  nanieth  the 
whole  pu<ldlo  and  sink  of  all  sins  against  God  and  man; 
against  his  country,  his  countrymen,  his  parents,  his  chil- 
dren, his  kinsfolk,  his  friends,  and  against  all  men  univer- 
Killy ;  all  sins  against  God  and  all  men  heaped  together, 
nameth  ho  that  nameth  rebellion."  In  another  p.assago, 
after  speaking  of  the  general  miseries  of  all  war,  the 
Homily  proceeds  with  a  still  darker  description:  "But 
when  these  mischiefs  are  wrought  in  rebellion  by  them 
taat  should  be  friends,  by  countrymen,  by  kinsmen,  by 
those  that  should  defend  their  country  and  countrymen 
from  such  miseries,  the  misery  is  nothing  .'JO  great  as  are 
tlio  mischief  and  wickedness  where  the  subjects  unnatu- 
rally do  rebel  *  *;  countrymen  to  disturb  the  public 
peaei^  and  quietness  of  their  country,  for  defence  of  whose 
quietness  they  should  spend  their  lives;"  "and,  universal- 
ly, instead  of  all  quietness,  joy,  and  felicity,  which  so 
follow  ble>seil  peace  and  due  obedience,  to  bring  in  all 
trouble,  sorrow,  disquietuess  of  minds  and  bodies,  and  all 


mischief  and  calamities ;  to  turn  all  good  order  npsid* 
down ;  to  bring  all  good  laws  into  contempt,  and  to  tread 
them  under  foot ;  to  oppress  all  virtue  and  honesty,  and 
all  virtuous  and  honest  persons;  and  to  set  all  vice  and 
wickedness  and  all  vicious  and  wicked  men  at  liberty  to 
work  their  wicked  wills,  which  before  were  bridled  by- 
wholesome  laws ;  to  weaken,  to  overthrow,  and  to  consumo 
the  strength  of  the  realm,  their  natural  country,  which, 
by  their  mischief  weakened,  is  thus  ready  to  be  a  prey  and 
spoil  to  all  outward  enemies." 

Such  is  the  testimony  of  our  Homilies  against  "Willful 
Rebellion." 

The  reasons  which  make  this  so  great  a  crime  are  the 
same  which  make  the  constituted  authority  so  indispensa^- 
ble  to  the  very  existence  of  human  society.  God  has 
invested  the  magistrate  with  power,  and  given  him  the 
sword  to  be  borne,  "not  in  vain,"  because  he  is  His  Min- 
ister "for  good;''  because,  without  him,  all  the  floods  of 
ungodliness  would  bo  set  free;  and  the  only  remedy  remain- 
ing for  all  sixiial  disorders  would  bo  that  of  force  overcom- 
ing force,  and  of  cunning  oveiTeaching  cunning. 

We  have  now,  brethren,  in  strict  confinement  to  th« 
testimony  of  the  Scriptures,  ascertained  a  basis  of  principle 
and  duty  on  which  we  may  heartily  rejoice  in  all  the  active 
and  energetic  loyalty  with  which  the  members  of  our 
Churches,  in  union  with  their  fellow-citizens,  of  all  classes 
and  conditions,  are  sustaining  the  Government  in  its  vast 
efforts  to  reinstate  the  rightful  control  of  its  laws,  wherever 
they  have  been  disowned.  We  bid  them  never  to  be  weary 
of  that  well-doing;  and  particularly  would  we  say  to  those 
who,  out  of  love  to  their  country',  and  not  out  of  any  vin- 
dictive exasperation  towards  her  enemies,  have  gone  in  our 
armies,  be  of  goad  che/'r!  Whatever  the  dangers  you  may 
have  to  meet,  or  sufferings  to  endure,  let  it  be  your  con- 
solation that  you  have  gone  to  sustain  the  power,  or>- 
dained  of  God,  and  which  rightfully  claims  your  most 
devoted  loyalty. 

And  now,  wo  can  ask  your  further  attention  only  to  a 
few  concluding  words,  touching  great  spiritual  interests, 
which  the  absorbing  claims  and  the  strong  excitements  of 
these  times  endanger.  No  doubt,  dear  brethren,  you  have 
all  been  painfully  conscious  of  the  powerful  tendency  of 
the  present  anxieties  and  excitements  to  diaw  down  your 
thoughts  and. affections  from  daily  communion  with  God; 
to  elevate  earthly  interests  and  duties  into  injiuious 
rivalry  with  those  of  the  soul  and  eternity;  to  carry  your 
minds  away  on  this  powerful  flood  of  feeling  and  active 
concern  for  our  beloved  country,  till  they  become,  iu  a 
great  degree,  separated  from  all  earnest  engagedness  in 
God's  service.  With  some  minds,  under  divine  grace,  the 
tendency  of  these  troubles  is  to  lead  them  nearer  to  God ; 
while  with  others  it  is  to  take  them  away  from  God,  to 
make  His  Word  less  precious.  His  holy  day  less  sacredly 
kept,  secret  prayer  less  faithfully  observed,  and  less  their 
refuge  and  consolation;  Christian  example  less  decided  and 
exalted. 

We  desire  affectionately  to  exhort  you  to  increased 
watchfulness  and  prayer  in  consequence  of  such  danger. 
Let  not  love  of  Country  make  your  love  to  God  and  j'our 
gracious  Saviour  the  less  fervent.  Immense  as  is  this 
present  earthly  interest,  it  is  only  earthly.  The  infinitely 
greater  interests  of  the  soul  and  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
remain  as  paramount  as  ever.  We  counsel,  not  that  yon 
feel  less  concern  for  the  former,  but  that  you  seek  God'a 
grace  so  to  sanctify  all  its  anxieties  that  it  may  constantly 
lead  you  to  Him  for  refuge,  and  rest,  and  peace ;  making 
you  only  the  more  earnest  to  secure,  in  exchange  for  thia 
sinful  and  troublesome  world,  that  inheritance  which  ia 
incorruptible,  that  better  counti'y  where  "  sorrow  and 
sighing  flee  away." 

And  wo  also  charge  you,  brethren,  that  you  watch  and 
pray,  lest  during  this  unhappy  strife  you  should  allow  any 
bitterness  of  spirit  to  dwell  in  you  toward  those  who, 
from  whatever  cause,  h.ave  brought  on  us  this  war,  with 
its  great  injuries  and  ^calamities,  or  who  are  now  waging 
it  against  us.  To  hate  rebellion,  so  uncaused,  is  duty:  but 
to  hate  those  engaged  therein,  is  the  opposite  of  Christian 
duty.  Nothing  can  relejiso  us  from  the  charge  of  our 
blessed  Lord  to  love  even  our  greatest  enemies;  do  good 
to  them  that  hate  us,  aud  ju'ay  for  such  as  despitefully  use 
us  and  persecute  us.  In  this  temper  of  mind  let  us  be  fol- 
lowers of  Him  who,  when  we  were  enemies,  died  for  us. 

We  are  pained  to  learn,  from  the  reports  of  committees 
of  our  General  Jlissionary  Society,  to  what  extent  the  means 
of  pursuing  their  great  work  have  suffered  by  reason  of 
these  times.  W'e  are  aware  how  much  of  the  contributions 
of  our  people  have  gone  to  the  relief  and  consolation  of 
our  brethren  who,  in  exposing  themselves  to  the  dangers 
of  battle  for  our  defence,  have  fallen  under  woun<is  or 
sickness.  We  rejoice  In  all  that  is  done  for  them;  and  it 
is  a  vast  relief  from  the  horrors  of  this  w:ir  to  see  what  a 
spirit  of  selfKlenyiiig  and  devoted  benevolence  hits  appear- 
ed all  over  the  land,  in  men  and  woini-n  of  all  conditions, 
banding  them  together  iu  labors  of  love,  or  scattering 


APPENDIX. 


489 


them  abroad  over  the  field  of  suffering,  on  errands  of  com- 
piissii-n  and  tender  minisitration  to  our  sii-k,  wounded, 
dyin^  soldiers.  God  be  praised  for  all  this !  It  goes  far  to 
com.ort  us  in  the  great  tribulation.  But  the  claims  of  the 
kiugdom  of  God  are  not  diminislied.  The  calls  for  the 
lubors  of  Mien  of  God  to  preMch  the  Gospel  in  destitute 
places  are  as  loud  as  ever.  And  we  believe  that  while  the 
abiliry  of  many  to  contribute  of  their  substance  to  the 
missionary  work  has  been  greatly  impaired  and  almost 
taken  awaj'  by  our  national  troubles,  that  of  many  others 
is  not  so  diminished  or  so  drawn  upon  by  objects  peculiar 
to  these  circumstances  that  they  may  not  enlarge  their 
gifts  to  the  work  of  missions,  and  greatly  supply  what  is 
lucking  by  the  disability  of  others.  We  pray  them,  and 
all  our  brethren,  seriously  to  review  their  duty  in  this 
resjject.  The  missions  in  Africa  and  China  are  aftlicted  at 
the  prospect  of  being  painfully  reduced  for  want  of  means 
to  sustain  tliem  as  they  are.  In  the  domestic  field,  the 
absence  in  missionary  stations  of  the  labors  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  W  )rd  and  Sacrament,  is  even  a  greater  evil  in 
such  times  than  when  no  great  national  altliction  carries 
its  sorrows  and  clouds  itito  every  village  of  the  land.  Let 
US  seek  God's  blessing  upon  our  country's  cause,  by  seek- 
ing to  promote  His  kingdom  and  righteousness  in  all  our 
borders. 

But  it  is  not  merely  for  the  support  of  our  missionary 
work  that  we  are  concerned  at  this  time.  The  ability  of 
many  a  faithful  parish  Minister  to  continue  his  labor  of 
love  among  a  people  beloved,  is  greatly  endangered  at  this 
time  for  lack  of  the  most  slender  pecuniary  support;  so 
that  by  the  additional  cause  of  Ministers  feeling  it  their 
duty  to  sec  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  our  soldiers  and  taking 
service  as  chaplains  in  the  army,  we  are  increasing  the 
number  of  vacant  congregations  to  an  alarming  extent. 
We  must  therefore  e.xhort  our  brethren  to  take  heed  and 
to  do  their  utmost  in  their  several  parishes,  that  the  bless- 
ing of  a  settled  Minister  be  not  lost  for  lack  of  the 
needed  pecuniary  support.  If  such  privation,  in  ordinary 
circumstances,  be  of  great  detriment ;  nmch  more  is  it  so 
in  <lays  of  affliction  such  as  we  have  never  known  before. 
Never  was  it  so  important  to  all  individual,  domestic,  and 
social  interests,  for  the  light  of  every  household  in  a  day  of 
darkness,  and  the  strengthening  of  every  heart  in  a  season 
of  manifold  burdens,  that  the  lamp  of  the  sanctuary  should 
be  triiiiined  and  burning;  that  the  precious  "  comfort  of 
tlie  Scriptures,"  through  its  appointed  Messenger,  should 
not  be  removed;  that  the  soothing,  purifying,  governing, 
elevating  influences  of  the  public  means  of  grace,  under 
the  hand  of  God's  Minister,  should  bo  regularly  enjoyed  in 
the  congregation.  But  if  such  cannot  be  tho  privilege, 
then  we  e.xhort  vacant  cono;regations  that  instead  of  for- 
saking the  assembling  of  themselves  together,  as  if,  he- 
cjuise  they  have  no  pastor,  they  could  have  no  worship, 
one  with  another,  they  will  take  advantage  of  tho  great 
privilege  of  having  our  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  whereby 
a  Church  without  a  Pastor  may  still  have  its  public  wor- 
ship and  the  Word  of  God,  in  purity,  in  litness,  and  in 
jiower.  Meet  together  regularly,  brethren;  have  the 
Morning  aud  Evening  Prayer,  and  some  approved  pub- 
lished sermon,  read  by  one  of  your  number.  You  will 
thus  have  much  to  enjoy,  though  not  all  you  need  and 
desire.     Lose  it  not,  because  you  cannot  have  more. 

And  now,  praying  a  merciful  God  and  Fatlitr  soon  to 
restore  to  our  beloved  country  the  blessings  of  peace,  under 
the  banner  of  our  honored  national  Union,  and  with  our 
wholesome  laws  and  righteous  liberties  more  than  ever 
Btn  ngthened,  defended,  and  established;  praying  that  those 
who  have  sought  to  depart  from  us  may  speedily  and 
happily  be  reunited  with  us  in  the  bonds  of  Christian,  as  well 
a.s  national,  fellowship;  and  that  all  bitterness,  and  wrath, 
and  anger,  and  clamor,  and  evil  speaking  may  be  put  away 
from  us  and  them  "with  all  malice;"  that  wo  may  "be 
kind  one  to  another,  tender-hearted,  forgiving  one  another 
even  as  we  hope  that  God,  for  Christ's  sake,  hath  forgiven 
us,''  we  affectionately  "  commit  you  to  God  and  tho  word 
of  His  grace."  May  the  blessing  of  God  so  abide  on  you, 
beloved  brethren,  in  all  your  families  and  congregations, 
tlr.it  "  yoiu'  faith  may  grow  exceedingly,"  "  that  your  love 
may  abound  more  and  more,"  "that  you  may  walk  worthy 
of  the  Lord  unto  all  pleasing,  being  fruitful  in  every  good 
work  and  increiising  in  the  knowledge  of  God  ;"  "  to  whom 
be  glory  in  the  Church,  throughout  all  ages,  world  without 
end." 

CHARLES  PETTIT  McILVAINE,  D.  D.,  D.  C.  L., 
Bishop  of  Ohio, 
Presidiruj  in  the  House  of  Bis/iops,  pro  tem. 


PKOTKST  OF  BISHOP  HOPKINS. 

October  IG — Bishop  Hopkins  read  a  protest 
against  the  Pastoral  Letter  adopted  by  the 
House,  which  he  requested  might  be  entered 


on  the  minutes.  Bishop  Kemper  moved  that 
tbe' request  be  granted.  On  motion  of  Bishop 
Whittingham,  it  was  received,  and  placed  on 
file  among  the  documents  of  tbis  House. 

The    Protest  of   Bishop    Hopkins,    and   his 
proposed  Pastoral  Letter,  are  subjoined  : 


To  the  House  of  Bishops  in  General  Convention  assemhled : — 
Right  Reverend  Brethren, — It  is  with  much  regret  that 
I  find  myself  obliged  to  enter  my  solemn  protest  against 
the  political  aspect  of  the  Pastoral  Letter  which  your  ven- 
erable Body  has  adopted,  and  to  withdraw  from  the  final 
act  of  its  public  delivery.  On  minor  topics  of  opinion, 
during  my  Episcopate  of  thirty  years,  I  have  never  de- 
parted from  my  obligation  to  preserve  the  unity  of  thia 
House,  to  the  utmost  of  my  small  ability.  But  this  action, 
in  my  judgment,  involves  a  fundamental  principle  in  our 
ecclesiastical  position.  We  stand  opposed,  in  this  coun- 
try, to  any  Union  between  Chur^  and  State.  In  our  in- 
dividual capacity,  as  citizens,  we»aro  bound  by  the  plain 
precepts  of  the  inspired  Apostles,  to  bear  true  allegiance 
to  "the  powers  that  be" — the  earthly  government  under 
which  the  Providence  of  God  has  placed  us.  For  that,  our 
system  sets  forth  an  ample  arrangement,  in  the  Homily 
against  rebellion,  in  tho  catechism  appointed  for  the  in- 
struction of  youth,  in  the  Lessons  of  Scripture,  in  our  Lit- 
any, and  in  tlie  Prayers  for  the  President  and  Congress,  to 
say'nothing  of  the  special  supplications  set  forth  for  tho 
present  national  troubles,  all  uniting  in  the  most  positive 
testimony  to  the  duty  of  Christian  loyalty.  But  beyond 
this,  I  cannot  allow  that  this  House  of  Bishops,  assembled 
in  our  official  relations  to  the  Church  of  God,  has  a  i-ight 
to  go,  by  expressing  any  judgment  on  the  measures  of 
secular  government.  Under  the  American  Constituti<m, 
tho  State  has  no  right  to  declare  its  sentence  on  the  legis- 
lation of  the  Church,  so  long  as  wo  do  notliiug  to  impair 
this  duty  of  loyalty.  And,  under  our  Apostolic  Constitu- 
tion, the  Church  has  no  right  to  utter  her  sentence  upon 
the  legislation  of  the  State,  so  long  as  it  forbears  to  assail 
our  Christian  liberty.  Their  respective  functions  are  dis- 
tinct. The  Almighty  Ruler  of  tho  world  has  committed 
to  the  State  the  wide  sphere  of  temporal  intei-est,  and  He 
has  committed  to  tho  Church  tho  far  higher  sphere  which 
embraces  the  interests  of  eternity.  Each  has  its  own  al- 
lotted orbit,  and  I  cannot  comprehend  how  any  reflecting 
and  intelligent  man  in  our  Communion  should  iWsire  that 
those  orbits,  in  tho  present  condition  of  mankind,  should 
come  together.  I  know,  indeed,  that  this  conjunction  wa3 
attempted,  though  in  different  forms,  by  Popery  and  Puri- 
tanism. I  know  that  it  exists,  to  some  extent,  in  the  Ea- 
tablisliment  of  England.  But  I  also  know  that  the  primi- 
tive Church  spread  her  triumphs  throughout  the  earth,  in 
total  independence  of  the  State,  and  that  all  our  clergy 
have  been  educated  to  regard  the  union  of  Church  and 
State  as  a  mistake  and  a  calamity. 

Maintaining  this  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  eccle- 
siastical position,  from  which  I  cannot  justify  any  depart- 
ure, I  proceed  to  show  how  the  Church  has  acted  with 
relation  to  tho  policy  of  war,  along  the  main  track  of  her 
history,  even  under  the  disadvantages  of  her  secular  con- 
nections. 

From  the  period  when  Christianity  became  established 
in  the  old  Roman  empire,  there  were  many  insurrections, 
and  intestine  as  well  as  foreign  wars,  but  I  can  call  to  mind 
noinstance,  ill  all  the  councils,  where  the  justice  or  the  injus- 
tice of  those  wars  was  made  a  topic  for  ecclesiastical  con- 
sideration. In  the  civil  wars  of  England,  which  were 
numerous  before  the  Reformation,  I  think  it  will  not  be 
found  that  the  Church  committed  herself,  by  any  formal 
and  united  action,  either  to  tho  one  side  or  to  the  other. 
In  the  great  rebellion  against  Charles  I.,  I  am  not  aware 
that  the  Bishops  wero  assembled  to  set  forth  any  sentence 
on  the  political  right  or  wrong  involved  in  the  conflict, 
although  it  threatened,  and,  for  a.  season,  accomplished, 
their  own  official  downfall.  And  when  the  American  Col- 
onies revolted,  and  the  Rev.  William  White  became  the 
first  Chaplain  to  the  Revolutionary  Congress,  I  do  not  see 
the  slightest  movement  in  our  Mother  Church  to  condemn 
his  course,  or  that  of  the  ministers  who  acted  with  him. 
The  Bishop  of  London  was  the  Diocesan  of  all  the  clergy 
in  the  Colonies,  and  had  tho  undoubted  right  to  suspend 
or  to  depose  them,  if  the  act  of  secular  rebellion  had  been 
a  proper  ground  for  ecclesiastical  denunciation.  But  that, 
in  every  age,  has  been  regarded  iis  a  subject  for  the  action 
of  the  State,  and  I  doubt  whether  an  instance  can  bo  found 
in  the  whole  range  of  the  Church's  history,  where  an  eccle- 
siastical court  has  tried  a  man  for  secnUr  rebellion.  If  tbe 
Church  of  England  had  held  it  to  be  her  duty  to  adopt  tho 
principle  which  this  House  of  Bishops  has  laid  down  in  tha 
Pastoral  Address,  tho  Rev.  William  White  and  his  cot 
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leagues  cowld  hardly  haTe  been  accepted  as  fit  subjects 
for  Episcopal  cousecratiori,  and  the  wliule  cliaracter  ofcoiu' 
ministerial  succession  would  most  probably  have  passed 
away,  forever. 

It  is  due  to  the  solemn  responsibility  under  which  I 
present  this  Protest,  tiiat  I  should  enforce  its  positions  by 
the  citatiou  of  some  high  authorities. 

Tlius  the  general  priucii)le  is  set  forth  bv  the  learued 
Palmer  (London  edition  of  1S39,  vol.  2,  p.  96)':— 

'•In  maintaining  the  right  of  the  Church,"  saith  be, 
"to  judge  in  controversies,  it  is  necessary  to  limit  her  an- 
thority  to  its  proper  object.  It  is  not,  then,  supposed  by 
any  one,  tliat  the  Church  is  authorized  to  determine 
questions  rebiting  to  philosojdiy,  science,  legislation,  or 
any  other  subjects  beyond  the  doctrine  of  revelation. 
Her  office  relates  entirely  to  the  truth  once  revealed  by 
Jesus  Christ." 

I  need  hurdly  remind  my  respected  brethren  of  our  XXth 
Article,  in  which  it  is  declared  that  ''the  Chinch  hath 
authority  in  controversies  of  faith:"  excluding,  by  fair 
imjilication,  eontroversies  of  secular  policy. 

The  proper  olijects  to  be  secured  by  the  meetings  of 
ecclesiastical  Councils  are  thus  set  forth  by  Field,  in  his 
well  known  Treatise  (p.  G43): — 

"  The  causes  wliy  General  Councils  assemble,"  saith  he, 
"are  three:  1st,  the  suppressing  of  heresies  ;  2d,  a  general 
and  uniform  relbrmation  of  abuses  crept  into  the  Church; 
and  3d,  the  taking  away  of  schisms  about  the  election  of 
pastors  and  rejection  of  intruders.  And  tlie  causes  tliat 
were  wont  to  be  examined  in  the  meetings  of  the  Bishops  of 
the  Province  (p.  514)  were  the  ordinations  of  Bishops  wlieu 
any  churches  wore  void,  and  the  depriving  and  rejecting  all 
such  as  were  found  unworthy — and,  in  a  word,  any  cora- 
plaintor  wrong  done  in  any  church  was  then  to  be  heard." 

To  these  I  shall  only  add  some  interesting  statements  of 
the  faithful  an<l  laborious  Bingham  (B.  XVI.,  ch.  2,  vol.  2, 
p.  880,  of  Bohn's  London  edition) : 

"The  power  of  the  Church  originally,"  saith  this  author, 
"was  a  mere  spiritual  power,  her  sword  only  a  spiritual 
sword,  as  Cyprian  terms  it,  to  affect  the  soul  and  not  the 
body.  Ilenco  t!iR  ancient  Bishops  were  accustomed  to 
plead  witli  the  magistrates  and  the  emperors,  to  save  the 
lives  of  those  who  were  condemned  to  death  by  law." 

Tlie  writer  proceeds  to  quote  S.  Augustine's  language 
to  an  African  judge,  as  follows: 

"  I  know  tlie  Apostle  says  *ye  bear  not  the  sword  in  vain. 
but  are  ministers  of  God  to  execute  wratli  upon  them  that 
(1  >  evil.'  But  the  cau'^e  of  the  State  is  one  thing,  and  tlie 
cause  of  the  Church  is  another.  The  administration  of  the 
f>tate  is  to  be  carried  on  by  terror,  but  the  meekness  of  the 
Church  is  to  be  commended  by  her  cb'mency. 

"These  men,  with  the  sword  of  unrighteousness,  shed 
Christian  blood:  <lo  you  withhold  even  the  lawful  eword  of 
judgment  from  being  imbrued  in  their  blood." 

"It  wa-s  also  thought  some  cruelty,"  saith  Bingham 
elsewhere  (2  vol.  p.  1055.)  "or  at  least  a  very  improper 
and  unbecoming  thing,  for  any  clergyman  to  be  concerned 
in  judging  or  giving  sentence  in  cases  of  blood.  The  laws 
allowed  them  to  be  chosen  arbitrators  of  men's  differences 
in  civil  causes,  but  they  had  no  power  at  all  in  criminal 
causes  except  such  as  were  purely  ecclesiiustical,  and  least 
of  all  in  such  criminal  causes  where  life  and  death  were 
concerned.  Therefore  there  arc  many  Canons  forbidding 
this  under  the  highest  censure  of  deprivation.  The  Coun- 
cil of  Tarragon  universally  forbids  tbeclergytositasjudgos 
in  any  criminal  causes.  The  Council  of  Auxerre  more 
particularly  enjoins  presbyters  not  to  sit  in  judgment  when 
any  man  is  to  be  condemned  to  die.  Tho  fourth  Council  of 
Toledo  allows  not  priests  to  sit  judges  in  cases  of  trea- 
son, even  at  tho  command  of  tho  prince,  except  the  prince 
promised  beforehand  upon  oath  that  he  would  pardon  the 
offence,  anil  remit  the  punishment.  If  they  did  otherwisi', 
they  were  to  be  held  guilty  of  bloodshed  bi'fore  Christ,  an  1 
to  lose  their  order  and  degree  iu  tho  Church.  And  the 
eleventh  Council  of  Toledo  goes  even  further,  refusing 
them  lay-communion,  until  they  were  at  the  point  of 
death." 

These  quotations  might  be  greatly  multiplied,  but  they 
must  surely  be  sudicient  to  prove  the  broad  distinction 
between  the  duty  of  tho.Stato  and  the  ofhco  of  the  Church, 
at  all  times,  but  especially  when  wars  and  rebellions, 
which  demand  so  largo  and  awful  an  amount  of  bloodshed, 
are  concerned.  Tho  great  and  glorious  oljject  of  the  divine 
Ilead  of  the  Church  was  "  not  to  destroy  men's  lives  but 
to  save  them."  And  if  tho  voice  of  His  Church  is  to  be 
lifted  up  at  all,  with  reference  to  the  avenging  swonl  of 
earthly  government,  it  wonld  saem  to  be  only  when  she 
is  prepared  to  urge,  for  Christ's  sake,  the  blessed  work  of 
peace  and  conciliation.  If  she  may  not,  with  jiropriety, 
do  this,  under  tho  existing  condition  of  our  country,  she 
is  at  least  bound  to  abstain  from  any  act  which  would 
make  her  a  parly  in  the  mournful  task  of  slaughter. 

On  the  whole  view,  therefore,  which  I  have  been  aide  to 
take  of  tlua  deeply  important  question,  I  am  ccurtlraiued, 


however  reluctantly,  to  stand  entirely  aloof  from  the  norel 
movenieiit,  which  plcd^^es  the  Chuich  to  the  btate  in  its 
merely  political  administration.  To  that,  as  individual 
citizens,  we  owe  all  lawful  obedience  and  support.  But 
here,  acting  as  Bishops  in  the  Church  ol  Christ,  we  have 
norij,ht  to  pass  beyond  the  circle  of  our  spiritual  functions, 
nor  to  express  any  opinion,  direct  or  indirect,  upou  the 
measures  of  our  secular  government. 

In  the  world,  we  are  all  ready  to  render  unto  Caosar  the 
things  that  iire  Cfesar's.  In  the  Church,  we  must  confine 
ourselves  to  our  higher  duty  of  rendering  unto  God  the 
things  that  are  Gods. 

Tlie  adoption  of  any  other  principle,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  can  only  lead  to  strife  and  confusion.  lor,  if 
we  claim  the  right  to  applaud  the  course  of  our  secular 
government  when  it  pleases  us,  we  must  also  claim  the 
right  to  condemn  its  measures  when  they  may  hajjpen  to 
be  unacceptable.  Ami  tho  inevitable  result  must  be  that 
the  clergy  would  have  the  warrant  of  our  example  to 
discuss  eveiy  political  movement  in  the  House  of  (yod,  and 
thus  degrade  our  high  and  spiritual  standing  to  the  tem- 
poral uses  of  party  and  popular  excitement. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  yield  to  no  man  ir 
my  loyally  as  a  citizen,  in  my  attachment  to  the  I'edera 
Union  of  the  States,  or  in  my  deep  sorrow  that  any  even 
should  have  occurred  by  which  that  Union  could  be  ei 
dangered  or  destroyed.  But  my  duty  as  a  citiz(Mi  is  one 
thing,  and  my  duty  as  a  Bishop  is  another.  By  the  first  I 
bold  a  relation  to  the  State,  under  the  laws  and  tho  Con- 
stitution. By  the  second,  I  hold,  however  unworthy,  a 
high  office  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  which  is  not  of  tliis 
world.  And  while  I  maintain  a  just  allegiance  to  the 
Slate,  I  am  bound  to  maintain  the  infinitely  more  solemn 
and  sublime  allegiance  to  my  omnipotent  Lord  and  Master 
in  such  wise,  that  I  may  not  confound  the  lines  of'demarea- 
tiou  which  He  has  placed  between  them.  I  chiim  no  in- 
fluence, however,  for  my  humble  judgment  over  any  other 
mind,  and  am  perfectly  aware  that  I  am  personally  of  too 
little  importance  to  expect  it.  But  I  am  compelled  to  act 
on  my  own  conclusions  of  duty,  knowing,  as  I  do,  that 
they  have  been  formed  on  tho  widest  examination  in  my 
power,  agaiimt  my  personal  symjiathies  and  interest,  and 
solely  from  my  conviction  of  their  truth.  I  deny  not  the 
same  claim  to  conscientious  sincerity,  on  the  i),(rt  of!  my 
respected  brethren  from  whom  I  differ.  I  shall  withdraw 
myself  from  any  participation  in  the  Pastoral  Letter, 
wilh  tho  kindliest  feelings  of  fraternal  aflection  towards 
all  my  colleagues,  without  exception.  And  I  trust,  by 
the  mercy  of  God,  that  I  sh.all  be  alloweil  to  meet  them 
at  a  future  day,  under  happier  circumstances,  when  we 
may  assemble  together  again  in  a  true  union  of  sentiment 
and  action. 

JOUN  H.  HOPKINS, 

£ishop  of  V'trnumt. 

New  Youk,  House  op  Bishops, 
October  15, 1SG2. 

THE  PASTORAL  LETTER  REJECTED  BY  THE  HOtTSE  OF  BISHOPS. 

For  the  first  time,  beloved  brethren,  sinci  the  separate 
organization  of  our  American  Church,  your  Bishops  are 
called  ou  to  is:>ue  a  Pastoral  Address,  under  very  mournful 
and  depressing  circumstances.  Our  country,  so  lately 
flourishing  in  prosperity  and  peace,  lies  bleeding  under  tho 
terrible  affliction  of  the  bitterest  national  warlan'.  Thou- 
sands upon  thousands  have  fallen  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
and  no  one  can  estimate  the  desolated  homes,  the  broken 
hearts,  the  misery  of  the  widows  and  the  orphans,  the 
poverty  and  wretchedness,  tho  woes  and  agonies,  which 
have  marked  the  awful  conflict.  Tho  Church  of  God,  in 
all  our  borders,  mourns  over  the  tremendous  sacrifices  of 
the  deadly  strife,  and  beholds  in  tho  sad  spectacle  of  our 
diminished  numbers,  and  the  dark  clouds  which  hang  over 
our  future  progress,  the  drea<If'ul  results  of  disunion.  The 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  whoso  chastening  rod  has  been 
so  sorely  laid  upon  us,  is  the  only  power  on  wdiose  favor 
we  can  depend  for  our  deliverance,  and  we  have  sought,  on 
our  appointed  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer,  to 
deprecate  His  wrath  and  implore  His  mercy.  May  our 
humble  confession  of  sin  be  accepted  at  liis  throne  of 
grace.  May  our  penitent  supplications  be  answered  in  the 
plenitude  of  His  goodness,  through  the  all-prevailing  inter- 
cession of  that  divine  lledeenier  who  atones  for  the  trans- 
gressions and  bears  tho  sorrows  of  His  people.  Ami  may 
He,  in  whose  hand  are  all  tho  hearts  of  men,  turn  away 
from  us  the  bitti-r  cup  of  our  natioual  calamities,  and 
restore  the  land  to  unity  and  peace! 

On  the  iKditical  questions  which  have  been,  in  the  eyea 
of  the  world,  the  instrumental  causes  of  this  mournful 
conflict,  your  Bishops  have  no  wish  to  enter.  As  citizens, 
you  have  all  formed  your  own  conclusions  on  the  secular 
aspect  of  the  times,  and  with  those  conclusions  it  is  not 
our  province  to  interfere.  We  address  you  as  the  chief 
officers  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  which  is  not  of  tins 
world.    Our  divine  Master,  when  His  enemies  sought  to 
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entice  Him  into  an  avowal  of  His  opinions  on  the  right  of 
tlie  Romans  to  hold  Judea  in  subjection,  ivjecte.l  tiie  ti'nip 
tati(jn,  and  gave  them  the  admirable  and  iompreh>'nsive 
precept,  '■  Render  unto  Caspar  the  things  that  be  Ca.'«ir's, 
and  nuto  God,  the  things  that  be  God's.''  And  tlie  in- 
spired S.  Paul,  faithlidlj-  following  his  Lord's  example, 
declined  all  expressions  involving  the  character  or  the 
measures  of  civil  government,  while  he  laid  down,  with 
cleai'  precision,  tlie  rule  of  Christian  duty :  "  Let  every 
soul  be  subject  to  the  hi3:her  powre.     For  there  is  no 

Sower  but  of  God.  Tho  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
od.  '\Tho.=r.ever,  therefore,  resisteth  the  i)ower,  resisteth 
the  ordinance  of  God:  and  they  that  resist,  thall  receive 
unto  themselves  dauinatiou."  Here  then  we  have  at 
once  the  warrant  and  the  limitation  of  tlie  doctrine,  which 
tlie  Church,  has  always  maintained.  As  followers  of  the 
blessed  Apostles,  wo  desire  to  tread  in  the  same  path,  and 
presume  not,  in  the  exercise  of  our  solemn  office,  to  go  one 
step  beyond  them.  Leaving,  therefori',  the  secular  aspects 
of  this  awlnl  war  to  statesmen  and  to  politicians,  to  whom 
tliey  properly  belong,  we  contiue  ourselves  to  the  religious 
character  of  our  national  afflictions,  and  proceed  to  place 
before  you  the  primary  cause  to  which,  according  to  the 
principles  of  our  sacreil  faith,  we  are  compelled  to  iiscribo 
the  distracted  condition  of  our  country. 

No  truth  is  more  plainly  taught  in  the  liible  than  this  : 
that  tlie  nations  of  the  world  depuiid  on  the  government 
of  heaven  for  all  their  peace,  their  honor  and  pro.^perity. 
Their  rise,  their  progress,  their  wars,  their  vii-tories,  their 
decline,  and  their  destruction,  are  all  allotted  to  them  by 
the  judgment  of  God,  in  accordance  with  the  measure  of 
their  loyalty  to  His  government,  or  their  rebellion  against 
His  sacred  law.  "Righteousness  e.\al;eth  a  nation,  but 
6iu  is  the  repro?.ch  of  any  people:"  iiot  always  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  world,  but  in  the  judgment  of  Him  who  rules 
the  world,  that  glorious  and  divine  Redeemer,  who  has  all 
power,  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  the  King  of  kings, 
the  Lord  of  lords,  the  Almighty  Blaster  of  the  universe. 

The  government  of  earth  is  a  divine  institution,  e.ssen- 
tial  to  the  peace,  good  order,  and  civil  rights  of  every 
organized  community.  A  loyal  submission  to  it  is  there- 
fore enjoined  by  the  Gospel  as  a  branch  of  Christian  duty, 
and  rebellion  against  its  lawful  authority  is  a  sin  against 
the  ordinance  of  God.  But  we  know,  from  the  history  of 
Israel,  that  the  government  of  earth  may  set  itself  against 
the  government  of  heaven,  to  -which  it  owes  its  own  e.-c- 
ijiteuce,  and  iuhv  thus  incur  the  heavy  cha.slisement  of  the 
Almighty.  We  know  that  the  chosen  nation  which  wa,s 
distingui.shed  above  all  others  by  the  favor  of  the  Lord — 
and  amongst  whom  He  L.ad  graciously  establislied  His 
peculiar  dwelling  pl.acc — fell  away  from  their  spiritual  al- 
legiance, and  forfeited  all  their  glorious  pri\ileges.  A\"e 
know  that  the  revolt  of  tho  Ten  Tribes  against  the  lawful 
authc^rily  of  Rehoboani  was  decreed  by  tho  exjiress  judg- 
ment of  the  Most  High;  in  pnni.shment  of  the  idolatry 
introduced  by  the  wise  and  famous  .?olomnn,  through  a 
weak  indulgence  of  hig  favorites.  We  know  that  this 
heavy  punishment  failed  to  reclaim  them,  and  that  wars 
and  insuiTections  succeeded,  through  a  long  course  of 
years,  until  at  length  the  inhabitants  of  Samaria  were  led 
away  into  captivity,  and  the  same  destiny  was  afterwaids 
appointed  to  rebellious  Judah,  while  both  of  these  events 
are  recorded  as  the  decrees  of  heaven  on  their  iniquity. 
And  we  know  that  after  the  temjjorary  restoration  of 
Judah,  their  awful  rejection  of  the  Son  of  God  was  visited 
by  their  extinction  as  a  nation,  and  that  the  posterity  of 
Jacob  have  been  for  eighteen  centuries  scattered  abroad, 
without  a  country  or  a  government  which  they  could  call 
their  own. 

Nor  is  this  the  whole.  The  Bible  declares  that  the  fate 
of  all  nations  depends  on  the  same  divine  appointment. 
The  Lord  sctteth  up  one,  and  putteth  down  another, accord- 
ing to  His  righteous  will,  and  prophecy  and  history  concur 
to  prove  the  absolute  power  of  His  dominicm.  I'rora  the 
whole,  therelbie,  of  this  sacred  record,  given  for  the  in- 
Rtruction  of  the  Church  to  the  end  of  the  world,  we  learn 
the  soh^mn  truth  that  rebellion  against  the  government  of 
lieaven  may  bo  fearfully  chastised  by  rebellion  against  the 
government  of  earth,  and  by  every  other  form  of  human 
(xilaiiiity,  in  ju^t  fnllilment  of  the  judgment  pronounced  by 
tlie  Almighty  Himself  on  the  sins  of  the  nations. 

No  Christian  man  can  doubt  that  such  is  still  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  Lord  administers  His  government,  and 
Biich  it  must  continue  to  the  end,  for  God  is  the  same, 
yestei'day,  to-day,  and  forever.  If  we  look  at  the  changes 
amongst  the  nations  of  Christendom  in  modern  times,  wjiat 
do  we  behold  but  war  after  v/ar,  rebellion  after  rebellion, 
revolution  after  revolution,  and  no  warrant  for  security  or 
stability  to  any  government  under  heaven,  because  there 
is  no  nation  under  heaven  free  from  the  plague  of  rebellion 
against  the  supreme  government  of  their  Creator  and  Ue- 
daemer — the  King  of  kings. 

On  these  manifest  grounds  of  Scripture  and  history,  it  is 
eosy  to  determine  tho  religious  aspect  of  our  own  national 


calamities,  and  therefore  we  are  compelled  to  recoguiza 
the  Divine  judgment  in  the  terrible  scourge  under  which 
our  once  peaceful  and  united  country  now  lies  bleeding. 
Raised  by  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  to  a  state  of  marvel- 
Ions  prosperity;  placed  high  amongst  tho  powers  of  the 
e^irth  by  a  career  of  advancement  rapid  and  extraordinary 
beyond  all  example  since  the  days  of  ancient  Israel;  the 
home  of  liberty  and  equal  rights;  the  a-sylum  of  the 
exile,  the  persecuted,  and  the  poor;  the  land  of  |ierfe<"t 
Christian  toleration:  v/hat  region  in  the  world  had  so 
many  and  such  precious  iirivileges  conferred  upon  it  by 
the  fivoring  Providence  of  the  Almighty  ?  And  if  we 
have  proved  unthauklul,  proud,  and  faithless,  towards  our 
divine  Benefactor;  if  we  liavc  given  to  our  heroes  and  our 
statesmen  the  praise  which  was  due  to  Him;  if  we  have 
put  our  trust  not  in  IHs  favor  but  in  our  own  enterprise, 
and  strength,  ami  courage,  and  sagacity;  if  we  have  made 
popularity  and  wealth  the  objects  of  our  idolatry,  and 
taken  the  voice  of  the  people  instead  of  the  voice  of  God; 
if  we  have  worshipped  our  political  Constitution,  while  we 
despised  and  practically  rejected  the  government  of  heaven ; 
if  even  professing  Christians  themselves  presumed  to  set 
up  a  higher  law  than  the  Bible,  and  established  new  terms 
for  the  communion,  and  made  their  modern  notions  of 
philanthropy  the  rule  for  their  brethren,  against  the  plain 
allowance  of  the  inspired  Apostles;  if  the  gre;Lt  majority 
of  our  men  stood  aloof  from  tho  Gospel  in  contempt  of  the 
declaration  of  Christ  when  He  said  "  He  that  is  not  v/ith 
Me  is  against  Me ;"  if  the  Lord's  day  was  made  a  time  for 
wordly  amusement,  and  His  churches  were  neglectad  as 
the  houses  of  prayer,  and  only  thronged  when  theywere 
used  for  political  denunciation  or  theatrical  display;  if 
infidelity  and  immorality  were  rewarded  with  public 
trusts  and  honors,  and  the  mass  of  the  people  lived  as 
if  they  had  no  God  to  obey,  no  soula  to  save,  and  no  im- 
mortal happiness  to  secure ;  if  all  this  and  much  more  of 
bold  and  habitual  rebellion  against  the  government  of 
heaven  could  be  truly  laid  to  our  charge,  why  should  not 
the  judgment  of  tho  Lord  fall  on  our  nation,  even  as  itbad 
on  others,  and  ch,a.sten  us  sorely  for  our  sins  ? 

And — painful  as  the  acknowledgment  must  be — we  can- 
not deny  the  truth  of  the  accusation.  On  the  contrary, 
lieloved  brethren,  we  are  compelled  to  add  yet  more  to  the 
reproach  which  the  Redeemer  may  most  justly  lay  upon 
our  people.  Rebellion  against  Him'  has  raised  its  front 
with  brazen  audacity,  by  direct  assaults  on  Christianity  in 
many  quarters.  '•  Oi^positions  of  science,  falsely  so-called," 
have  been  r(!ccived  with  general  approbation.  Infidel 
societies  using  the  Lord's  day  for  meetings  to  denounce 
and  ridicule  the  Gospel,  have  become,  in  some  cities,  regu- 
lar institutions.  Necromancy,  under  the  name  of  Spirit- 
ualism, has  run  like  wild  fire  through  the  land,  deluding 
multitudes  to  condemn  the  Chin'ch,  in  all  its  varieties,  as 
the  teacher  of  falsehood  and  superstition.  The  guar- 
dianship of  tho  Bible  over  the  oath  of  office  has  been 
openly  and  altogether  disclaimed,  and  the  delegates  of 
polygamy,  from  the  territory  of  Mormonism,  are  admitted 
side  by  side  with  the  members  of  our  Congress.  The 
Chinese  in  San  Francisco  are  even  allowed  to  erect  a  pagan 
temple  to  their  idol  Buddha,  thus  publicly  proclaiming  to 
the  world  that  our  nation,  onco  supposed  to  be  Christian, 
is  prepared  to  tolerate  all  the  abominations  of  absolute 
heathenism.  And  how  have  tho  laws  of  morality  been 
heeded  in  the  oldest  and  best  established  portions  of  the 
land?  Bribery  in  our  elections, bribery  in  our  legislatures, 
bribery  in  Congress  itself;  frauds  in  public  contracts, 
falsehoods  and  deceits  for  party  purposes,  the  rapidly 
increasing  reckl(?ssness  of  human  life,  and  the  fearful 
growth  of  youthful  licentiousness, — all  concur  to  prove 
our  mournful  degeneracy.  Alas!  rebellion  against  the 
government  of  God  has  been  at  work  for  years  in  our  once 
favored  country,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  wonder  that  it 
has  at  length  brought  down  upon  us  the  judgment  of  His 
righteous  indignation. 

We  are  fer,  however,  from  apphing  this  statement  to  tlie 
whole.  We  are  well  aware  that  many  wise  and  thoughtful 
men  are  scattered  throughout  the  land  who  Ibresaw  the  ap- 
proaching danger,  and  raised  their  warning  voice  in  vain. 
We  doubt  not  that  there  are  thousands  upon  thousands 
who  could  not  be  justly  accused  of  any  share  in  the 
prevalent  delintiuency.  But  the  character  of  nations,  as 
such,  is  determined,  in  the  sight  of  God,  not  by  the  com- 
parative few,  but  by  the  immense  majority.  And  linked 
together  as  we  are  by  our  social  connections  in  this  present 
life,  it  must  needs  be,  to  a  laige  extent,  that  the  innoc<'nt 
will  suffer  with  the  guilty. 

The  period  in  which  we  live,  beloved  brethren,  is  called 
in  Scripture  "  the  last  d.ays  "  preceding  the  second  advent 
of  the  Lord  to  judge  both  the  quick  and  the  dead,  and  we 
confess,  with  sorrow,  the  application  to  ourselves  of  the 
de.scripiion  set  forth  by  S.  Paul  when  he  saith  that  "in  the 
last  days  perilous  times  shall  come.  For  men  shall  be 
lovers  of  their  own  selves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud,  blas- 
phemous,   disobedient    to   parents,    unthankful,    uiiholy. 
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'U'itliont  liatural  affections,  tmce-hreakers,  false  accusers, 
inc'iutment,  fierce, despitsers  of  those  that  are  good,  traitors, 
lieudv,  Ligh-niiiided,  lovers  of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of 
God,  having  a  form  of  godliness,  but  deu^ing  the  jjower 
thereof."     (2  Tim  iii.  1-5  ) 

All  this,  sad  as  it  is,  has  been  mournfuUv  exemplitied  in 
the  growing  degeneracy  of  Christendom,  anB  we  li,i\e 
traced  it.  to  a  large  extent,  in  the  condition  of  our  own 
laud.  But  while  we  confess,  with  humility  and  contrition, 
our  share  In  the  general  declension  of  our  age  and  country, 
we  dcKire  to  render  our  fervent  thank.sgiving  to  God  that 
the  principles  of  the  Church  are  the  same  as  ever.  Pre- 
served to  us,  through  the  special  blessing  of  His.  Provi- 
dence, by  that  primitive  and  Scriptural  Liturgy  in  which 
we  never  fail  to  hear  the  piire  instructions  of  His  Word, 
and  in  all  of  whose  regular  offices  we  have  the  constant 
recurrence  of  the  primitive  ci-eeds  to  guard  our  faith,  and 
the  piayers  of  the  ancient  saints  and  martyrs  to  guide  our 
devotions,  we  enjoy  the  inestimable  privilege  of  a  high  and 
holy  standard  displayed  continually  bef(>ro  our  eyes  to 
keep  us  in  the  path  of  divine  truth,  and  protect  us  against 
the  errors  of  popular  delusion. 

As  individuals,  we  deny  not  our  liability  to  be  affected 
by  the  spirit  of  the  age  We  deny  not  our  personal  de- 
fects. We  seek  not  to  extenuate  or  excuse  our  personal 
transgressions.  We  claim  no  superiority  to  ourselves  ovei- 
other  Christian  men.  in  wisdom,  strength,  or  piety.  But 
we  acknowledge,  with  humble  gratitude  to  our  Almighty 
Lord  and  Master,  the  superior  advantages  which  lie  has 
bestowed  upon  us,  in  the  system  of  Uis  Apostolic  Church, 
and  to  that,  through  Ilis  blessing,  we  ascribe  the  precious 
peciiliarity  of  our  position,  in  relation  to  our  present 
national  calamities. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Church  proclaims  complete  and 
unswerving  allegiance,  first,  to  the  divine  Redeemer  who 
has  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  and  secondly,  to  the 
government  under  which  His  Providence  has  placed  us. 
AN'ith  respect  to  this  we  have  already  cited  the  language  of 
the  inspired  Apostle:  "Let  every  soul  be  subject  to  the 
higher  powers,  for  there  is  no  power  but  of  God;  the 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God.  Whosoever,  there- 
fore, resisteth  the  power,  resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God, 
and  they  that  resist  shall  receive  to  themselves  danrna- 
tion."  No  government  on  earth  could  frame  so  sure  a 
guaranty  of  loyalty. 

These"  principles,  delivered  to  us  from  the  Holy  Spirit, 
have  always  been,  and  wo  trust  will  always  be.  the  stand 
ard  of  tlie  Church.  They  are  tiie  only  unfailing  warrant  of 
that  high  Christian  allegiance  which  i-ests  obedience  to  the 
lawful  authority  of  eartli  upon  the  paramount  duty  of  obe- 
dience to  the  supreme  authority  of  heaven.  The  Church 
knows  nothing  of  that  delusive  "higher  law,"  which  pre- 
sumes to  set  at  naught  the  plain  instructions  of  the  Word 
of  God,  in  subservience  to  a  weak  and  visionary  philan- 
thropy. Faithful  to  the  Constitution  of  His  government, 
as  contained  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  faithful  to  the  letter 
and  the  spirit  of  tlie  Constitution  of  tlio  land,  faithful  to 
the  decisions  of  the  Federal  tribimals  which  that  Constitu- 
tion has  established,  the  Church  stands  pre-eminent  before 
the  v.orld,  not  in  numbers,  and  far  less  in  the  work  of 
party  strife  or  political  agitation,  but  pre-eminent  noverthe- 
less,"as  the  Church  of  unity  and  peace,  of  law  and  order. 
We  speak  not  of  all  its  members.  Exceptions  the'-o  iire, 
and  must  be,  to  every  general  rule.  But  wo  can  confidently 
say — and  we  bless  God  for  it — that  as  a  whole,  these  arc  the. 
principles  which  have  guided  our  course.  Our  clergy  have 
lulfilled  their  sacred  office  in  preaching  Christ  and  Him 
crucitieil,  without  falling  into  tho  dangerous  error  of  mix- 
ing politics  with  religion.  Our  laity  have  desired  no  min- 
ister of  God  to  entertain  them  with  party  diatribes  instead 
of  the  Gospel.  Our  Conventions  have  adopted  noiesolut«on 
that  was  foreign  to  tli«  propi^r  dtity  of  the  Church.  And 
no  candid  and  intelligent  ndnd  can  doulit  that  if  every 
other  religious  body  in  the  United  States  had  been  governed 
by  the  same  principles,  and  had  adhered  with  equal  fidelity 
to  the  Word  of  God,  we  should  at  least  ha\  e  been  saved 
from  the  miseries  of  this  mournful  war,  and  been  allowed, 
for  many  years,  to  egjoy  tho  temporal  blessings  of  peaceful 
and  fraternal  union. 

Your  Bishoiis,  beloved  brethren,  in  compliance  with  your 
express  desire,  ])roceed,  in  conclusion,  to  address  a  few 
word.s  of  airertionate  and  pastoral  counsel  to  all  the  clergy 
and  Ihe  laity,  who  are  placed,  by  the  law  of  tho  Church,  under 
their  olllcial  supervision. 

To  the  clergy  wo  would  strongly  recommend  the  firm 
adherence  to  the  samo  course,  which  we  rejoice  to  say  they 
have  thus  far  generally  pursued,  and  which  is  laid  down, 
with  such  solemn  plainness,  in  the  office  of  Ordination. 
"Vou  cannot,  reverend  brethren,  maintain  your  proper  in- 
fluence over  your  Hocks,  by  descending  from  your  high  and 
sacred  position  as  the  ministers  of  Christ,  in  order  to  gratify 
the  political  feeling  of  tho  day,  or  by  lowering  tho  spirit- 
nal  dignity  of  tho  sacred  desk,  under  any  pretext,  to  the 
level  of  a  secular  platform.    Aa  citizens  of  our  great  Re- 


public, yon  are  as  free  aa  all  others  to  form  and  express 
your  individual  oiiinions.  But  take  heed,  we  pray  yoti,  how 
you  exercise^ven  this  liberty,  to  the  prejudice  of  your  sub- 
lime vocation.  Remember  that  you  are  bound  to  be  the 
ambassadors  of  Christ.  And,  in  huuibio  inntatioc  of  His 
example,  let  no  earthiy  strife  and  no  promise  of  earthly  ad- 
vantage draw  you  .away  from  the  great  warfare  against  sin, 
the  world,  and  tho  devil,  or  from  the  steadfast  labor  of 
making  a  rebelliotis  generation  lay  to  heart  the  supreme 
necessity  of  securing  the  kingdom  of  God  and  His  righte- 
onsne.ss,  by  the  submission  of  their  souls  to  their  gracious 
Redeemer.  In  gentleness,  in  meekness,  going  in  and  out 
amongst  your  people,  sympathising  in  their  joys  and  espe- 
cially in  their  sorrows,  instructing  tho  ignorant  v/ith  patient 
kindness,  guarding  and  teaching  tho  young  with  solicitous 
affection,  rebuking  sin  with  mild  firmness,  preaching  in 
public,  with  all  authority,  the  terrors  of  the  law,  and  t)»B 
surpassing  love  and  mercy  of  the  Gosiiel,  and  showing,  in 
all  jour  deportment,  that  your  own  hearts  are  set  npion  the 
gloiious  inheritance  of  immortality,  you  will  be  enabled, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  make  full  proof  of  your  ministry, 
and  in  despite  of  all  your  diffictilties  and  discouragements, 
the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  will  prosper  in  your  hand. 

To  our  beloved  brethren  of  the  laity  we  would  say  that 
tho  success  of  all  ministerial  work,  and  the  pure  consistency 
of  all  ministerial  ch.iracter,  must  depend,  to  a  large  extent, 
on  your  faithful  cooperation.  We  are  all  men  of  like  pas- 
sions with  yourselves,  and  j'ou  cannot  expect  us  to  be  en- 
tirely exempt  from  the  influence  of  social  opposition,  or 
social  sympathy.  0  forget  not  th.nt  the  Church  is  instituted 
for  J'OU  and  your  children,  that  th€i  clergy  are  ordained  to 
be  j'our  servants  for  Jesus'  sake,  tliiitit  is  for  you  thej-  pray 
and  study  and  labor  ajd  toil,  in  order  rightly  to  divide  the 
word  of  truth,  and  give  to  each  his  portion  in  due  season. 
Tempt  them  not,  we  beseech  you,  to  leave  their  sacred 
office,  in  the  service  of  worldly  strife,  or  political  agitation. 
Stistain  them  in  their  proper  work  by  a  punctual  and  rev- 
erent attendance  on  their  ministrations.  Set  to  your  fami- 
lies, and  especiallj"  to  your  sons,  the  pure  example  which 
yoti  know  thsy  ought  to  follow,  and  fall  not  into  the  too 
common  error  of  supposing  that  a  trifling  contribution  to 
the  frea.sury  of  the  Church  is  enough  fur  the  worship  of 
God,  while  the  whole  practical  influence  of  jour  life  is 
openly  given  to  the  worship  of  Mammon. 

Wo  lament  the  sad  decline  of  the  .Missions  of  the  Church, 
both  foreign  and  domestic,  since  the  commencement  of  our 
national  troubles.  But  is  this  consistent  with  Cliristian 
principle?  "Doubtless  tho  burdens  of  public  necessity  are 
heavy,  and  your  Bishops  are  ready  to  Sipplaud  the  Zealand 
generous  liberality  with  which  you,  our  brethren  of  the 
laity,  have  so  well  sustained  them.  Yet,  although  the  dis- 
play of  your  patriotic  feeling  is  worthy  of  commendation, 
and  the  universal  effort  to  supply  the  wants  and  alleviate 
the  sufferings  wf  the  army,  is  especially  deserving  of  all 
praise,  wo  would  affectionately  ask  you  whether  these  da- 
ties  should  be  allowed  to  diminisli  the  slender  supprrt  of 
your  ministers,  or  the  missionarj'  enterprises  of  the  Church 
of  God?  Shall  tho  soldiers  of  tho  Republic  be  tenderly 
supported,  and  shall  the  soldiers  of  Christ  be  neglected  or 
forgotten?  We  do  not  see  that  the  pressure  of  tho  times 
prevents  the  lavishing  of  a  countless  amount  upon  worldly 
pleasure  and  annisement,  and  shall  that  pressure  be  an 
apology  for  lessening  the  support  of  the  everlastitig  Gospel  ? 
Surely,  surely,  those  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  The  salaries 
of  the  clergy  should  rather  be  increased  in  proportion  to 
the  increased  piace  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  all  the 
missions  and  institutions  of  the  Church  should  be  sustained 
more  zealously  than  ever,  for  tho  very  reason  that  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Lord  is  resting  on  the  land  in  punishment  of 
our  iniquities.  For  this  proof  of  your  devotion  would  go 
far  to  show  j'our  earnest  desire  to  deprecate  His  wrath,  and 
invoke  His  mercy,  and  would  manifest  your  sincerity  in  the 
acknowledgment  that  the  safety  and  prosperitj' of  our  gov- 
ernment on  earth  dcpetld  on  the  blessing  of  that  Saviour 
who  is  the  Stipreme  Governor  of  earth  and  heaven. 

We  have  only  to  add  tho  expression  of  our  humble  and 
fervent  hope  that  His  goodness  will  be  displayed  in  the 
speedy  restoration  of  peace  and  unity,  that  our  national 
tUstractions  will  cease,  and  that  the  terrible  cnflicts  and 
sufferings  of  this  tremendous  warfare  will  prove  to  he,  not  a 
judgment  sent  to  destroy  our  national  Government,  but  a 
salutary  ch.astisement  from  Uis  fatherly  hand,  to  ii'U-ifj'  us 
from  corruption  and  impiety.  We  trust  that  it  will  impress 
upon  the  great  bodj-  of  our  people  the  solemn  truth,  uhicli 
so  many  profess  while  so  few  realize  it,  that  the  favor  of 
God  is  essential  toour  earthly  prosperitj-,  and  that  rebellion 
against  the  authority  of  heaven  is  sure,  sooner  or  later,  to 
call  down  His  righteous  wrath  and  Indignation.  Happy 
sliall  we  be  if  the  inhabitants  of  our  land,  adnumished  by 
this  severe  discipline,  submit  themselves  to  the  divine  Ro- 
deemer,  with  deep  repentance  for  their  psist  transgressiona 
of  His  laws,  and  with  earnest  resolutions  of  obeilieiice,  in 
faithful  reliance  on  His  grace  for  tho  time  to  come.  Happy 
if  wc  remember  that  fleets  and  ai'uiies  can  bo  no  effectual 
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substitute  for  the  favor  of  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Happy  if  we 
truly  learn  that  the  hearts  of  men  are  in  the  hand  of  God, 
and  that  lie  alone  can  preserve  our  couutiy  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  peace  and  unity.  ' 

And  now,  beloved  brethren,  we  bid  you,  one  and  all.  an 
affectionate  farewell.  May  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty 
Bi:company  you  to  your  homos,  and  protect  you  and  yours 
from  every  danger.  May  you  all — clergy  and  laity — the 
teachers  and  the  taught — be  guided  by  the  sacred  rules  of 
living  fiiith  and  grateful  obedience,  under  the  banner  of  th.at 
Saviour  whose  name  is  love.  .May  every  soul  Contribute  by 
his  personal  example  to  make  the  Church  of  Christ  a  burn- 
ing and  a  shining  light,  in  the  darkness  of  a  sinful  world. 
And  may  we  all  bo  united  in  the  advancement  of  her  sacred 
mission,  proclaiming,  with  one  heart  and  voice,  "  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  to  men !" 

BEPLY  OF   PRESIDENT    LINCOLN  TO    THE    PASTOKAL 
LETTER. 

Right  Reverend  and  Dear  Sir:  The  copy  which  you  sent 
me  of  the  "  Pastoral  Letter  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,"  has 
been  subm'tted  to  tho  President.  lie  authorizes  me  to 
as.sure  j'ou  that  he  receives  with  tho  m<)St  grateful  satisf-ic- 
tion  the  evidences  which  that  calm,  candid,  and  earnest 
paper  gives  of  the  loyalty  of  the  very  extended  religious 
communion  over  which  you  preside,  to  the  Constitution  and 
Government  of  tho  United  States.  I  am  further  instructed 
to  say  that  the  e.xposilion  which  tlie  highest  ecclesiastical 
authority  of  that  communion  has  given  in  the  Pastoral  let- 
ter, of  the  intimate  connection  which  exists  between  fer- 
vent patriotism  and  true  Christianity,  seeuis  to  the  President 
equally  seasonable  and  unanswerable.  Earnestly  invoking 
the  Divine  blessing  equally  upon  our  religious  and  civil  in- 
stitutions, that  they  may  altogether  safely  resist  the  storm 
of  faction,  and  continue  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  to  sustain 
andinvigorate  each  other,  and  so  promote  the  common  wel- 
fare of  mankind,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  right  reverend  and 
dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 
To  0.  P.  MclLVAiNE,  D.  D.,  D.  C.  L. 


PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE  DIO- 
CESE   OF    PENNSYLVANIA. 

At  Pittsburg,  May  26,  1864: 

R'.solved,  That  we  hereby  declare  our  unfaltering  allegiance 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  we  pledge 
it  our  willing  devotion  and  service ;  and  that,  as  a  body  of 
Christians,  wo  will  ever  "pray  that  in  God's  own  time  and 
way  this  rebellion  m.ay  be  put  down;  that  oppression  and 
slavery  in  all  its  lorms  may  bo  dono  away ;  that  freedom  of 
body  and  mind,  political  and  religious,  may  everywhere  pre- 
vail; that  the  euiancip.itod  negroes,  whom  God,  in  His  prov- 
idence, is  committing  to  our  care,  may  be  the  objects  of  our 
liberal  and  Christian  regard  and  instruction  ;  that  war  may 
soon  cease  throughout  all  our  borders,  and  that  our  now 
lacerated  country  may  again  be  so  united  that  from  the 
lakes  on  the  North  to  the  Gulf  on  the  South,  and  from  the 
Atlantic  to  tho  Pacific,  there  shall  bo  but  one  Union,  one 
G.jvernment,  one  flag,  one  Constitution,  the  whole  culmina- 
ting in  that  higher  glory  which  shall  make  this  nation 
Emanuel's  land — a  mountain  of  holiness  and  a  dwelling 
place  of  righteousuoss." 

This  resolution  was  adopted  as  a  substitute — 
yeas  125,  uays  93 — for  these,  (the  latter  offered 
bv  Rev.  Dr.  Goodwin,  of  Philadelphia;  the 
former  by  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Deusen,  of  Pittsburg  :) 

■^^Tiereas  there  exists  in  this  country  organized  and 
armed  rebellion,  whose  purpose  is  the  destruction  of  our 
natiuual  Union  and  the  perpetuation  of  negro  slavery;  and 
whereas  this  rebellion  has  ]nore  and  more  assumed  a  char- 
acter of  barbarous  fanaticism  and  murderous  ferocity,  on 
the  part  of  the  enemies  of  the  nation;  therefore,  in  view  of 
the  cause  and  character  of  the  struggle, 

Eesnlved,  That  this  convention  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  the  diocese  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a  body  of 
Christian  men,  pledge  the  Government  of  our  country  our 
pr.ayers,  sympathy,  and  support  in  this  war  for  existence. 
Union,  liberty,  and  peace. 

Resolved,  That  the  authors  and  abettors  of  this  rebellion, 
wherever  they  are  found,  are  alone  guilt)-  of  all  the  blood- 
shed and  desolation  on  either  side,  entailed  upon  the  North 
and  South,  now  or  hereafter. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  long  delay  of  success  in  crushing 
this  monstrous  rebellion,  we  see  w.onderfuUy  manifest  the 
hand  of  God,  training  by  His  severest  chastisementa  tliis 
reluctant  people  to  do  justice  and  show  mercy  to  a  long- 
oppresised  and  outraged  raco. 


Resolved,  That,  under  the  present  circumsUnces,  the 
National  Government,  whether  executive,  lej^lative,  or 
judicial,  is,  in  our  judgment,  solemnly  bound  to  use  all  its 
power  aiid  employ  every  authorized  and  constitutioijal 
means  for  tlie  speedy  and  total  abolition  of  slavery  through- 
out the  laud,  and  that,  as  jiatriots,  freemen  and  Christians, 
we  shall  hail  witli  jubilant  gladness  and  devout  gratitude 
to  God  the  day  of  its  tinal  extinction. 

Subsequently,  the  preamble  above  recited 
wa-j  prehxed  to  the  resolution  adopted  ;  and 
the  resolution  and  preamble  adopted  with  but 
one  dissenting  vote. 


PROTEST  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  EPISCOPALIANS 
AG.UNST  BISHOP  HOPKINs'3  DEFENCE  OF 
SOUTHERN    SLAVERY. 

The  subscribers  deeply  regret  that  the  fact  of  the  exten- 
sive circulation  throughout  this  Diocese  of  a  letter  by 
"  John  Henry  Hopkins,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Vermont," 
in  defence  of  Southern  slavery,  compels  them  to  make  this 
public  protest.  It  is  not  their  province  to  mix  in  any  po- 
litical canvass,  lint  as  ministers  of  Christ,  in  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Cliurch,  it  becomes  them  to  deny  any  com- 
plicity or  svmpathy  with  such  a  defence. 

This  attempt  nut  only  to  apologize  for  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract, but  to  advocate  it  as  it  exists  in  the  cotton  States,  and 
in  States  which  sell  men  and  women  in  the  open  market  as 
their  staple  pi-oduct,  is,  in  their  judgment,  unworthy  of  any 
servant  of  Jesus  Christ.  As  an  effort  to  sustain,  on  Bible 
principles,  the  States  in  rebellion  against  the  Government, 
in  the  wicked  attempt  to  establish  by  force  of  arms  a  ty- 
ranny under  the  name  of  a  republic,  whose  "corner-stone'* 
shall  be  the  perpetual  bondage  of  the  African,  it  challeng«»8 
their  indignant  reprobation. 
PHiLADEf.i'm.v,  Seplember,  1863. 

Alonzo  Potter,  George  A.  Latimer, 

John  Kodne)',  R.  Ileber  Newton, 

E.  A.  "VVii-shburne,  John  C.  Furey, 

Peter  Van  Pelt,  Charles  A.  Maison, 

II.  VV.  Ducachet,  Charles  W.  Quick, 

John  S.  Stone,  II.  T.  Wells, 

George  Leeds,  D.  C.  Millett, 

Richard  D.  Hall,  J.  W.  Iipadenham, 

Joseph  D.  Newlin,  Jacob  Bi.  Douglass, 

B.  A\'istar  Morris,  R.  A.  Carden, 

Daniel  S.  Miller,  R.  C.  Matlack, 

Kingston  Goddard,  L.  Ward  Smith, 

Phillips  Brooks,  Samuel  E.  Appleton, 

Addison  B.  Atkins,  William  J.  Alsten, 

Herman  Hooker,  John  Adams  Jerome, 

Benjamin  Watson,  Joseph  A.  Stone, 

Edward  L.  Lycett,  Albra  Wadleigh, 

Lewis  W.  Gibson,  W.  S.  Perkins, 

R.  W.  Oliver,  Francis  E.  Arnold, 

Henry  Brown,  George  H.  Jenks, 

W.  R.  Stockton,  William  S.  Heaton, 

Edward  A.  I'oggo,  Robert  B.  Peet, 

Thomas  S.  Yocum,  John  Reynolds, 

Benjamin  Dorr,  Willi.im  Hilton, 

Jehu  C.  Clay,  Washington  B.  Erben, 

William  Suddards,  Benjamin  J.  Douglass, 

D.  R.  Goodwin,  John  Ireland, 

M.  A.  DeW.  Howe,  D.  C.  James, 

Henry  S.  Spackman,  E   N.  Potter, 

James  May,  W.  H.  D.  Hatton, 

Joliii  A.  Childs,  Thomas  W.  Martin, 

Thomas  C.  Yarnall,  Frederick  W.  Boasley, 

Edward  Loundsbery,  John  P.  Lundy, 

Henry  M.  Stuart,  George  A.  Crooke, 

J.  Gordon  Maxwell,  Richardson  Graham, 

John  A.  Vaughan,  E.  S.  Watson, 

Charles  D.  Cooper,  Samuel  Edwards, 

Wilbur  P.  Paddock,  George  A.  Durborow, 

Thomas  Crumpton,  Joseph  R.  Moore, 

George  D.  Miles,  Thomas  B.  Barker, 

B.  B.  Kiliikelly,  S.  Tweedale. 

Alexander  McLeod,  Marcus  A.  Tolman, 

Leighton  Coleman,  John  H.  Drumm, 

Richard  Smith,  S.  Newton  Spear, 

J.  I-iador  M<imbert,  Louis  C.  Newman, 

Joel  Rudderow,  Edward  C.  Jones, 

Archibald  Beatty,  E.  W.  Hening, 

.     C.  A.  L.  Richards,  Samuel  Durborow, 

George  A.  Strong,  C.  C.  Parker, 

Gustavus  M.  Murray,  Henry  Piirdon, 

George  W.  Sliinn,  Benjamin  H.  Abbott, 

Samuel  Hall,  John  H.  Marsden, 

George  G.  Field,  Samuel  B.  Dalrymple, 

Eeeije  C  Evans,  Alfred  Elwyu, 


494 


APPENDIX. 


Robert  0.  Chase, 
Samuel  Uazlehiirst, 
Edwin  N.  Lightiier, 
David  C.  Page, 
Johu  Croinlish, 
William  Pivston, 
George  Slattery, 
Francis  J.  Clerc, 
Kobert  J.  Parvin, 
Richard  N«\vton, 
G.  Emieii  Hare, 
W.  W.  Spear, 
II.  J.  Morton, 
Ihoniafi  II.  Cullen, 
J.  Mc.^lpin  Ilardingi 
William  Ely, 
Mari.'^ou  B.vUesby, 
J.  Livingston  Keesp, 
Augustus  A.  Marplo, 
B.  i'.  Noakes, 
I).  Otis  Kellogg, 
Daniel  Washburn, 
Samuel  E.  Smith, 
Treadwell  Walden, 
Uerman  L.  Duliring, 
Charks  M.  Dupuy, 
John  II.  B  ibcock, 
Ansou  B.  Hard, 


James  W.  Robins, 
George  Biingliurst, 
Charlfs  W  Duane, 
George  B   AUinsou, 
Joseph  N.  Mulford, 
James  DeW.  Perry, 
Thomas  G.  Clemson, 
Francis  D.  Iloskins, 
William  P.  Lewis, 
J.  L.  Ileysinger, 
John  Long, 
Ormes  B.  Keith, 
William  N.  lliehl, 
William  V.  Feltwell, 
John  Leithead, 
George  C.Drake, 
Peter  Russell, 
Roberts  Paul, 
George  Kirke, 
Henry  B.  Bartow, 
Johu  K.  Murphv, 
J.  F.  Ohl, 
John  Tetlow, 
J.C.  Laverty, 
Charles  Iligbee, 
William  Wright, 
S.  T.  Lord, 
Charies  R.  Hall. 


The  names  of  Rowland  Hill  Brown,  J.  A. 
Harris  and  Edmund  Leaf,  were  subsequently 
authorized  to  be  affixed,  making  167  in  all. 

METHODIST    EPISCOPAI*. 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  18C0. 

May  1— The  body  met  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

May  2 — The  following  Committee  on  Slavery 
was  appointed:  Calvin  Kingsley,  Daniel  Wise, 
Joseph  Brooks,  Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  Isaac 
S.  Bingham,  Edward  Bannister,  Michael  Mar- 
lay,  Hiram  M.  Shaffer,  James  S.  Smart,  George 
Hildt,  John  M.  Reid,  Ammi  Prince,  James  M. 
Fuller,  Peter  Cartwright,  Hayden  Hays,  Thom- 
as E.  Corkhill,  Levin  B.  Dennis,  William  H. 
Black,  Charles  C.  Cone,  Resin  Sapp,  Benjamin 

F.  Crary,  Joseph  H.  Hopkins,  John  S.  Porter, 
Erastus  0.  Haven,  Lorenzo  D.  Barrows,  Sam- 
uel Y.  Monroe,  Morris  D'C.  Crawford,  Daniel 
Curry,  John  B.  Birt,  John  P.  Kellam,  Richard 
Hargrave,  James  M.  Jameson,  Daniel  W.  Bris- 
tol, Alvin  F.  Waller,  Andrew  Magee,  Pennel 
Coombe,  Charles  A.  Holmes,  Luke  Hitchcock, 
Fernando  C.  HoUiday,  William  Clilfe,  Andrew 
Witherspoon,  John  C.  Ayers,  Andes  T  BuUard, 
James  Drummond,  John  L.  Williams,  Wessen 

G.  Miller,  John  J.  Pearce. 

May  IG — Mr.  Kingsley,  from  the  majority, 
made  a  report,  concluding  with  these  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  1.  By  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences in  General  Conference  assembled,  that  we  recom- 
mend the  amendment  of  the  General  Rule  on  Slavery,  so 
that  it  shall  read :  "  The  buying,  selling,  or  holding  of  men, 
women,  or  children,  with  an  intention  to  enslave  them." 

2.  That  we  recommend  the  suspension  of  the  4th  Re- 
strictive Rule,  for  the  purpose  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
reeolution. 

3.  By  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
in  General  Conference  iissembled,  that  the  following  be  and 
hereby  is  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  seventh  chapter 
on  slavery : 

Question.  What  shall  be  done  for  the  extirpation  of  the 
evil  of  slavery  ? 

Answer.  We  declare  that  we  are  as  much  as  ever  con- 
vinced of  the  great  evil  of  slavery.  We  believe  that  the 
buying,  selling,  or  holding  of  human  beings  as  chattels  is 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  and  nature,  inconsistent  with 
tlie  Golden  Rule,  and  with  that  rule  in  our  Discipline 
which  requires  all  who  desire  to  remain  among  us  to  "  do 
no  harm,  and  to  avoid  evil  of  every  kind."  We,  therefore, 
affectionately  admonish  all  our  preachers  and  people  to 
keep  themselves  pure  from  this  great  evil,  and  tii  seek  its 
extirpation  by  uU  lawful  and  CUiistian  meaua. 


Mr.  Porter,  from  the  minority,  made  a  re- 
port, concluding  with  these  resolutions: 

Refotred,  1.  That  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  in 
good  faith,  in  all  the  periods  of  its  history  proposed  to 
itself  the  question,  "  AVhat  shall  be  done  for  the  extirpation 
of  the  evil  of  slavery?"  and  it  has  never  ceased  openly 
before  the  world  to  bear  its  testimony  against  the  sin,  and 
to  exei'cise  its  disciplinary  powers  to  the  end  tl*it  its  me:n- 
bers  might  be  kept  unspotted  from  criminal  connection 
with  the  system,  and  that  the  evil  itself  be  removed  frti:t» 
among  us. 

2.  That  any  change  of  our  Discipline  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  the  present  highly  excited  condition  of  the 
country  would  accomplish  no  good  whatever,  but,  ou  the 
contrary,  would  seriously  disturb  the  peace  of  our  Church, 
and  would  be  especially  disastrous  to  our  ministers  aud 
memliers  in  the  slave  states. 

3.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pastoral  Address  be  in- 
structed to  state  our  position  in  relation  to  slavery,  and  to 
give  such  counsel  to  our  Churches  as  may  be  suited  to  the 
necessities  of  the  case. 

May  24 — John  P.  Durbin,  for  himself,  Henry 
W.  Heed,  John  C.  Ayers,  and  Philo  E  Brown, 
presented  a  substitute,  concluding  with  this 
preamble  and  resolutions  : 

Seeing,  then,  that  our  uniform  testimony,  and  our  prac- 
tice also,  have  been  opposed  to  the  traffic  in  slaves,  and  that 
the  spirit  of  the  provision  in  tlie  Discijiline  is,  and  has  been 
opposed  to  slaveholding  for  selfish  or  mercenary  purposes, 
and  that  we  have  faithfully  borne  this  testimony  and  ap- 
plied these  provisions  in  the  administration  of  Discipline 
as  far  as  a  due  regard  to  the  laws  of  the  several  states  have 
permitted  in  which  the  cases  have  arisen;  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  administration  of  Discipline  shotild 
be  made  I'aithfully  to  conlorm  to  the  foregoing  declaration 
of  principles,  so  far  as  the  laws  of  the  several  states  will 
permit  in  which  the  cases  may  arise. 

2.  That  in  view  of  the  cle-tr  declaration  of  principles 
and  advice  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  Discipline,  as 
set  forth  in  the  preceding  report  and  resolution,  we  jud^e 
that  great  moderation  should  bo  observed  in  the  public 
discussion  of  this  subject,  constantly  maintaining  the  true 
anti-slavery  position  of  the  Church. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  the  last  named 
substitute  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas,  135; 
nays,  85 — as  follows  : 

Yeas — Abbatt,  Armstrong,  Ayers  of  Delaware,  Baker  of 
Black  River,  Baker  of  Erie,  Barrows,  Beach,  Bennett, 
Bigelow,  Bingham,  Birt,  Bixhy,  Blades,  Blake,  Bristol, 
Brooks  of  Arkansas,  Brooks  of  Minnesota,  Brown  of  Nevr 
York,  Brown  of  Providence,  Bruce,  Bruuson,  BuUard, 
Carpenter,  Chapin  of  Erie,  Chapin  of  New  England, 
Clarke  of  Erie,  Clark  of  New  York,  Coil,  Colclazer  of 
North  Indiana,  Cone,  Connell,  Cooke,  Corkhill,  Cowles, 
Crary,  Crawford,  Crews,  Curry  of  New  York  East,  Dean, 
Dempster,  Dennis,  Dunn  of  Troy,  Dunning,  Eddy,  Erwin, 
Fillmore,  Floy,  Gavitt,  Gillett,  Golden,  Goodwin,  Goss, 
(iritliu  of  Troy,  Griswold,  Ilaney,  Hare,  Ilargiave,  Harris, 
narrower.  Hatch,  Hatfield,  Haven,  Hays,  Helmershausen, 
llibbard.  Hill,  Hitchcock,  Hobart,  Hodgson,  Iloliiday, 
Howard,  Ilulburd,  Jacokes,  Jatper,  lieeler,  Kellam,  Kings- 
ley,  Landoti,  Leihy,  Leslie,  Locke,  Magee,  Marlay,  Mather, 
M  Kiustry,  Merrick,  Merrill,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Cincinnati, 
Mitchell  of  Piltsbumh,  Mouson,  Moody,  Mulfinger,  Mun- 
sell,  Nash,  Nast,  Nuhfer,  Nutt,  Olin,  Pearce,  Penfield, 
Pike,  Poe,  Porter  of  New  England,  Prince,  Rajniond, 
Reddy,  Reid  of  East  Genesee,  Russel,  Sapp,  Shaffer,  Smart, 
Smith  of  Cincinnati,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spraguc,  Stallard, 
Stanton,  Starks,  D.,  Sturks,  II.  L.,  Stearns,  Stoughtou, 
Thomas  of  Wisconsin,  Thomson  of  North  Ohio,  Thurston, 
Torsey,  TownsiMul,  Trimble,  Twombly,  Webster,  AVhedon, 
Whiteman,  ^Villiams,  Wise,  Witherspoon,  Young — 135. 

Nats — Ayers  of  Upper  Iowa,  Bannister,  Barth,  Bat- 
telle,  Black,  Briggs,  Brown  of  East  Baltimore,  Brown  of 
New  Jersev,  Brown  of  Upper  Iowa,  Cartwright,  Castle, 
Clark  of  Pittsburgh,  Clilfe,  Colclazer  of  Philadelphia, 
Coombe,  Cooper,  Corrington,  Cox,  Crane  of  Illinois,  Crane 
of  Newark,  Curry  of  Kentucky,  Davidson,  Day,  Druio- 
mond,  Durbin,  Ellison,  Ferris,  Fuller,  Goode,  Griften  of 
New  York,  Griffith,  Guyer,  Hammond,  Hildt,  Holdich, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Iloyt,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Ilunter  of  Peoria, 
Hunter  of  Western  Viri;inia,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Johnson, 
Kiger,  Kuhl,  Martin,  Mitchell  of  East  Baltimore,  SIonro«, 
Morgan,  Murphy,  Nelson,  Norris,  Osbon,  Parsons,  Pearno, 
Peck,  Petty,  Porter  of  Newark,  Power,  Prentice,  Reed  of 
Cincinnati,  Ree<l  of  Upper  Iowa,  Robinson,  Rulledge, 
Sargent,  Sewall,  Shumate,  Slicer,  Smith  of  Genesee,  Smith 
of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Street,  Thomas  of  C;Jifornia, 
Thompson  of  Philadelphia,  Tippett,  Travis,  Tuttle  of  £a;it 
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Genesee,  Tuttle  of  Kewark,  Van  Cleve,  Veitch,  Tincent, 
Waller,  Wilson,  Wood— 85. 

May  29 — The  Majority  Report  was  voted  on. 
The  first  resolution — requiring  two-thirds — 
was  lost — yeas  138,  nays  74,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Abliott,  Armstrong,  Ayers  of  Delaware,  Bain, 
Baker  of  Black  Kiver,  Baker  of  Erie,  Barrows,  Bartli, 
B'-ach,  Bennett,  Bigelow,  Bingham,  Birt,  Bixtjy,  Blades, 
Bl;tke,  Bristol,  Brooks  of  Minnesota,  Brown  of  New  York, 
Brown  of  Providence,  Bruce,  Brunson,  BuUanl,  Carpenter, 
Chapin  of  Erie,  CUapin  of  New  England,  Clarke  of  Erie, 
Claik  of  New  York,  Coil,  Colclazor  of  North  Indiana, 
Cone,  Connell,  Cooke,  Corkhill,  Cowles,  Crary,  Crawford, 
Crews,  Curry  of  Now  York  East,  Dean,  Dempster,  Den- 
nis, Dunn  of  Troy,  Dunning,  Eddy,  Erwin,  Ferris,  Fill- 
more, Floy,  Gavitt,  Gillctt,  Golden,  Goodwin,  Goss,  Griffin 
of  Troy,  Griswold,  Ilaney,  Ilare,  Harris,  Harrower,  Hatch, 
Hatfleid,  Haven,  Hayes,  Helmerahausen,  Hibbard,  Hill, 
Hitchcock,  Uobart,  Holliday,  Howard,  Hulburd,  Hunter 
of  Peoria,  Jacokes,  Jasper,  Johnson,  Keeler,  Kellam, 
Kiger,  King,  Kingsley,  Landon,  Leihy,  Leslie,  Locke, 
Magee,  Marlay,  Mathtr,  M'Kinstry,  Merrick,  Merrill, 
Miller,  MiteheU  of  Cincinnati,  Mitchell  of  Pittsburgh. 
Munson.  Muody,  Mulfinger,  Munsell,  Nash,  Nast,  Nelson, 
Nuhfer,  Nutt,  Olin,  Pearce,  Penfield,  Pike,  Poo,  Porter 
of  New  England,  Prince,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Reid  of  East 
Gouesee,  Russell,  Sapp,  Shafier,  Smart,  Smith  of  Cincin- 
nati, Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Stallard,  Stanton,  Starks, 
D.,  Starks,  H.  L.,  Stoughton,  Thomas  of  Wisconsin,  Thom- 
son of  North  Ohio,  Thurston,  Townsend,  Trimble,  Tuttlo 
ot  East  Genesee,  THombly,  Webster,  Whedon,  Whiteman, 
Williams,  Wise,  Witherspoon,  Young — KW. 

Nats — Ayers  of  Upper  Iowa,  Bannister,  Battelle,  Black, 
Briggs,  Brown  of  East  Baltimore,  Brown  of  New  Jersey, 
Bniwu  of  Upper  Iowa,  Carlton,  Cartwright,  C:istle,  Clark 
of  Pittsburgh,  Cliffe,  Colclazer  of  Philadelphia,  Coombe, 
Ciioper,  Corringtou,  Cox,  Crane  of  Illinois,  Crane  of  New- 
ark, Curry  of  Kentucky,  Davidson,  Day,  Drumniond, 
Durljiu,  Ellison,  Fuller,  Goode,  Griffen  of  ifew  York, 
Griffith,  Guyer,  Hammond,  Hildt,  Hodgson,  Iloldich, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Iloyt,  Hughes,  Hunter  of  Western 
Virginia,  Jackson,  Jameson,.  Kuhl,  Martin,  Mitchell  of 
East  Baltimore,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Murphy,  Norris,  Osbon, 
Parsons,  Pearne,  Peck,  Petty,  Porter  of  Newark,  Power, 
Prentice,  Reed  of  Cincinnati,  Reed  of  Upper  Iowa,  Robin- 
son, Rutledge,  Sargent,  Sewall,  Shumate,  Slicer,  Smith  of 
Genesee,  Street,  Thomas  of  California,  Thompson  of  Phila- 
delphia, Tippett,  Travis.  Tuttle  of  Newark,  Van  Cleve, 
Veitch,  Waller,  ^Vilson,  Wood— 74. 

Absent — Brooks  of  Arkansas,  Hargrave,  Smith  of  North- 
weetcrn  Indiana,  and  Torsey. 

The  second  resolution  fell  with  the  first. 

The  third  pending, 

Mr.  Kingsley  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
before  the  word  "chattels,"  the  words:  "to 
be  used." 

May  31 — Mr.  George  Hughes  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  adding  the  words ; 
"  and  treated,"  so  as  to  make  the  clause  read  : 
"  to  be  used  and  treated  as  chattels  ;"  which 
was  disagreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Durbin  moved  to  consider  his  substi- 
tute ;  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  George  Hughes  moved  the  following 
substitute  : 

Whereas  a  change  of  such  magnitude  iis  is  now  proposed 
should  not  be  made  without  the  sanction  of  the  laity  ius 
well  as  the  ministry ;  therefore, 

UesoU'fxl,  That  the  chapter  proposed  shall  bo  first  sub- 
mitted by  the  Bishops  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  by 
tJie  Presiding  Elders  to  the  Quarterly  Ccmferences  in  their 
respective  districts,  and  if  it  receive  the  vote  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  members  of  said  Contereuces  it  shall  take 
effect. 

Which  was  lost — yeas  61,  nays  150.  The 
YEAS  were : 

Messrs.  Bannister,  Battelle,  Black,  Briggs,  Brown  of  East 
Baltimore,  Brown  of  New  Jersey,  Brown  of  Upper  Iowa, 
Ciirlton,  Cartwright,  Cliffe,  Colclazer  of  Philadelphia, 
Coombe,  Cooper,  Corrington,  Crane  of  Illinois,  Crane  of 
Newark,  Curry  of  Kentucky,  Day,  Drumniond,  Ellison, 
Fuller,  Goode,  Griffen  of  New  York,  Guyer,  Uildt,  Hodgson, 
Hnkiicli,  Hopkins,  Hoyt,  Hughes,  Hunter  of  Western 
Viigiuia,    '  >">'esou,  Kulil,  Martin,  Mitchell  of  East  Balti- 


more, Monroe,  Morgan,  Murphy,  Nast,  Norris,  Osbon. 
Porter  of  Newark,  Prentice,  Reed  of  Cincinnati,  Robinson, 
Rutledge,  Sargent,  Sewall,  Shumate,  Slicer,  Street,  Thomas 
of  Calilornia,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia,  Tippett,  Travis. 
Tuttle  of  Newark,  Van  Clevo,  Veitch,  Waller,  Wilsoa 
Wood— 61. 

Aese.nt,  or  Not  Voiikg — Bain,  Cooke,  Davidson,  Har 
grave,  Holliday,  Pearce,  Shaffer,  Smith  of  Northwesters 
Indiana,  and  Torsey — 9. 

Mr.  Samuel  Y.  Monroe,  for  himself  and  nine- 
teen others,  offered  this  substitute  : 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  that  the  buying,  selling,  oi 
holding  of  human  beings,  to  bo  used  as  chattels,  is  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  God  and  nature,  inconsistent  with  the 
Golden  Rule,  and  with  that  Rule  in  our  Discipline  which 
requires  all  who  desire  to  remain  among  us  to  "  do  no 
harm,  and  to  avoid  evil  of  every  kind,"  we,  therefore, 
affecticjnately  admonish  all  our  preachers  and  people  to 
keep  themselves  pure  from  this  great  evil,  and  to  seek  ita 
e.xtirpation  by  all  lawful  and  Christian  means. 

Which  was  lost — yeas'  81,  nays  132.  The 
YEAS  were : 

Messrs.  Ayers  of  Delaware,  Ayers  of  Upper  Iowa,  Ban- 
nister, Battelle,  Black,  Brooks  of  Arkansas,  Brown  of  East 
Baltimore,  Brown  of  New  Jersey,  Brown  of  Upper  Iowa, 
Carlton,  Cartwright,  Ciistle,  Clark  of  Pittslnugh,  Cliffe, 
Con:. ell,  Coombe,  Cooper,  Carrington,  Cox,  Crane  of  Illinois, 
Crane  of  Newark,  Curry  of  Keutucky,  Day,  Drumniond, 
Durbin,  Ellison,  Ferris,  I'uller,  Goode,  Griffeii  of  New  York, 
Griffith,  Guyer,  Uildt,  Hodgson,  iloldich.  Holmes,  Hopkins, 
Iloyt,  Hughes,  Hunter  of  Peoria,  Hunter  of  Western  Vir- 
ginia, Jameson.  Kuhl,  Mather,  Mitchell  ofCincinnati, Mitch- 
ell of  East  Ballimore,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Mulliuger,  Murphy, 
Nast,  Nelson,  Norris,  Oshon,  Pearue,  Peck,  Porter  of  New- 
ark, Power,  Prentice,  Reed  of  Cincinnati,  Reed  of  Upper 
Iowa,  Robii'son,  Rutledge,  Sargent,  Sewall,  Shumate,  Sli- 
cer, Smith  of  Genesee,  Street,  Thomasof  California,  Thomp- 
son of  Piiiladelphia,  Tippett,  Travis,  Trimble,  Tuttle  of 
East  Genesee,  Tuttle  of  Newark,  Van  Cleve,  Veitch,  Waller, 
AVilson,  Wood— SI. 

Adslnt,'  or  Not  Voting — Davidson,  Hargrave,  Holliday, 
Pearce,  Shaffer,  Smith  of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Tor- 
sey—7. 

Mr.  Francis  Hodgson  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words,  ''  to  be  used  us  chattels,"  and  insert  be- 
tween the  words  "  the"  and  "  buying,"  the 
word  "mercenary  ;"  which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Geo.  Hildt  moved  to  add  the  words  :  ^'■Pro- 
vided, that  the  section  is  understood  to  be  only 
advisory;"  which  was  lost — yeas  75,  nays  137, 
absent  9. 

The  third  resolution  as  amended  was  then 
agreed  to — yeas  155,  n.iys  58,  as  follows; 

Yeas — Abbott,  Armstrong,  Ayers  of  Delaware,  Ayers 
of  Upper  Iowa,  Bain,  Baker  of  Black  River,  Baker  of  Erie, 
Banni.-rter,  Barrows,  Barth,  Beach,  Bennett,  Bigelow,  Bing- 
ham, Birt,  Bixby,  Blades,  IJlake,  Briggs,  Bristol,  Brooks  of 
Arkansas,  Brook.s  of  Miuuesuta,  Brown  of  New  York, 
Brown  of  Upper  Iowa,  Brown  of  Providence,  Bruce,  Brun- 
son, Bullard,  Carpenter,  Chapin  of  Erie,  Chapin  of  New 
England,  Clark  of  Erie,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clark  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Coil,  Colclazer  of  North  Indiana,  Cone,  Cooke, 
Corkhill,  Cowles,  Cox,  Crary,  Crawford,  Crews,  Curry  of 
New  York  East,  Dean,  Dempster,  Dennis,  Dunn  of  Troy, 
Dunning,  Eddy,  Erwin,  Ferris,  Fillmore,  Floyd,  Gavitt, 
Gillett,  Golden,  Goodwin,  Goss,  Griffin  of  Troy,  Griswold, 
Ilamuiind,  Ilaney,  Hare,  Harris,  Harrower,  Hatch,  Hat- 
field, llaveu.  Hays,  Ilelmershausen,  Hibbard,  Hill,  Hitch- 
cock, Uobart,  Holmes,  Howard,  Hoyt,  Uulburd,  Hunter  of 
Peoria,  Jacokes,  Jackson,  Jasper,  Johnson,  Keeler,  Kellam, 
Kiger,  King,  Kingsley,  Landon,  Leihy,  Leslie,  Locke,  Ma- 
gee,  Iilarlay,  Mather,  M'Kinstry,  Merrick,  Merrill,  Miller, 
Mitchell  of  Cincinnati,  Mitchell  of  Pittsburgh,  Mouson, 
Moody,  Mulfinger,  Munsell,  Nash,  Nast,  Nelson,  Norris, 
Nuhfer,  Nutt,  Olin,  Parsons,  Pearne,  Peck,  Peniield,  Petty, 
Pike,  Poe,  Porter  of  New  England,  Prince,  Raymond, 
Reddy.  Reed  of  Cincinnati,  Reid  of  East  Genesee,  Reed  of 
Upper  Iowa,  Russell,  Sap,  Smart,  Smith  of  Cincinnati, 
Smith  of  Genesee,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague.  Stallard, 
Stanton,  Starks,  D.,  Starks,  H.  L.,  Stoughton,  Thomas  of 
California,  Thomas  of  Wisconsin,  Thonrsou  of  North  Ohio, 
Thurston,  Townsend,  Trimble,  Tuitle  of  East  Genesee, 
Twouibly,  Webster,  Wheedon,  Whiteman,  Williams,  Wise, 
Witherspoon,  Young — 155. 

Nay.s — Battelle,  Ulack,  Brown  of  East  Baltimore,  Brown 
of  New  Jersey,  Carlton,  Cartwright,  Castle,  Cliffe,  Colelazer 
of  PlulaUeJiiliia,  Connell,  Coombe,    Cooper,    Corrington, 
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Crane  of  Illinois,  Crane  of  Newark,  Curry  of  Keiitucliy, 
Day,  Diummond,  Durbin,  Ellison,  Fuller,  Gooile,  Griflfiiof 
New  York,  Griffith,  Guyer,  Hildt,  IIo(li;:soa,  lloldicli.  Ht.p- 
kins.  Hushes,  Hunter  of  Western  Vufrinia,  J;uiiesiiu,Kulil, 
Martin,  Mitchell  of  East  Baltiuiore,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Mur- 
phy, Osbon,  Porter  of  Newark,  Power,  Prentice,  Kobinson, 
Ru'tledse.  Siirgent,  Sewall,  ahuniate.  Sheer,  Street,  Tlionip- 
eon  of  "Philadelphia,  Tippett,  Travis,  Tuttle  of  Newark, 
Van  Cleve,  Veitch,  Waller,  Wilson,  Wood— 58. 

Absent,  or  Not  Voting — Davidson,  Ilargrave,  Ilolliday, 
Pierce,  Shaffer,  Smith  of  North  Western  Indiana,  and  Tor- 
Bey— 7. 

June  1 — Francis  A.  Blades  offered  the  follow- 


Whereas  during  the  pendency  of  the  Chapter  on  Slavery, 
the  foUdwing  amendment  was  offered  as  explanatory  of  the 
Chapter,  "  Provided  that  this  section  is  understood  to  be 
only  advisory," 

liesolvtd,  That  said  amendment  was  rejected  by  this  body 
beeaxise  we  regard  the  chapter  in  itself  so  clearly  declara- 
tive and  advisory  as  not  to  require  any  such  explanation. 

Wliicli  was  adopted — yeas  175,  nays  (3.  The 
NATS  were  : 

Me.'isrs.  Coil,  Corkhill,  Cowles,  Hare,  Hodgson,  Olin — 6. 

Absent,  or  Present  and  Not  Voting — Abbott,  Barrows, 
Brown  of  East  Baltimore,  Cartwriglit,  Castle,  Cliapin  of 
New  England,  Clarke  of  Erie,  Clifte,  Colclazer  of  Philadel- 
phia, Cooper,  Davidson,  Fuller,  Goode,  Guyer,  Ilargrave, 
Ilildt,  Ilolliday,  Hopkins,  Magee,  Martin,  Mitchell  of  East 
Baltimore,  Morgan,  iMurphy,  Pearce,  Porter  of  New  Eng- 
land, lUynidud,  Keed  of  Cincinnati,  Robinson,  Sewall, 
Shaffer,  Shumate,  Slicer,  Smith  of  Cincinnati,  Smith  of 
Northwestern  Indiana,  Tippett,  Torsey,  Twombly,  Veitch, 
Wilson — 3J. 

THE    B.-VLTIMORE    CONFERENCE,     1861. 

The  Baltimore  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  session  at  Staunton,  Vir- 
ginia, adopted  resolutions  declaring  the  imme- 
diate separation  of  the  Conference  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on  account  of 
the  new  chapter  on  slavery  adopted  last 
year.  The  vote  stood  for  immediate  separation 
eighty-two,  declining  to  vote  forty-four.  Bishop 
Scott,  the  presiding  ofiBcer  of  the  Conference, 
refused  to  put  the  question  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions,  and  entered  a  protest  against 
the  action  ''  as  a  violation  of  the  order  and 
discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church." 
The  resolutions  were : 

1st.  Bi  it  resolved  by  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference 
in  Conference  assembled,  That  we  her';-'y  declare  that  the 
General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  held  at  Buffalo, 
in  May,  ISGU,  by  its  unconstitutional  action,  has  sundered 
the  ecclesiastical  relation  which  has  hitherto  bound  us  to- 
gether as  one  Church,  so  far  as  any  act  of  theirs  could  do 
bo;  that  we  will  not  longer  submit  to  the  jurisdictiou  of 
Riid  General  Conference,  but  hereby  declare  ourselves  sepa- 
rate and  iMdep>^ndent  of  it,  still  claiming  to  be,  notwith- 
Btauding,  an  iutegial  part  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

'2>\.  That  nevertheless,  if,  in  accordance  with  the  ."spirit  of 
the  foreg'iiiig  preamble,  three-fourths  of  the  several  Annu- 
al Coufereuees,  to  be  held  prior  to  the  next  session  of  the 
Annual  C  inference, seeingthogreat  wrong  and  injury  done 
to  the  Baltimore  and  other  Border  Conferences,  .shall  disa- 
vow the  act  of  their  delegates  and  the  action  of  the  late 
General  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  shall 
unite  in  a  demand  that  the  most  thorough  and  satisfactory 
redress  shall  be  given,  and  sliall  instruct  their  delegates  so 
to  vote  in  any  Convention  that  may  bo  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  more  perfect  union — First,  by  abrogating  the  new 
chapter;  second,  by  transferring  the  subject  of  slavery  to 
the  exclusive  jurisdictiou  of  the  Annual  Conlerences,  where 
it  exists;  third,  that  a  fair  proportion  of  the  periodicals  of 
the  Church  be  placed  under  the  ch.arge  and  direction  of 
eaid  Conferences — then,  and  not  until  then,  will  we  re- 
unite with  them  in  the  organization  of  another  General 
C<:>nference. 

Bd.  That  this  Conference  has  taken  the  action  expressed 
in  the  above  resolutions,  after  much  long  suffering  and  re- 
proach, to  give  freedom  to  our  preachers  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  in  our  territory,  and  canuot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  the  day  may  speedily  come  when 
agitation  and  strife  shall  have  ceased  among  us,  and  the 
great  Methodist  family — East,  AVeet,  North  and  South — be 


again  united  in  the  common  effort  which  engaged  the 
liearts  and  lives  of  our  fathers,  thai  of  spreading  Scriptural 
holiues.s  all  ovei'  the  land 

4th.  That  a  committee  of  seven,  consisting  of  S.  Register, 
J.  S.  Miirtin.  S.  S.  Koszel,  E.  R.  Veitch,  W.  G.  Eggleston, 
N.  Wilson,  and  T.  II.  W;  Munroe,  be  appointed  to  preparea 
Pastoral  Letter  for  our  people,  setting  lorth  the  grounds 
and  aims  of  the  action. 

The  following  is  the  protest  of  the  minority 
of  the  Conference : 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference,  differing  with  a  majority  of  our  brethren  in  re- 
gard to  the  mode  of  obtaining  relief  from  the  evils  which 
have  beeu  entailed  upon  us  by  the  action  of  the  late  Gene 
ral  Conference  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  protest  against 
the  course  which  they  have  adopted — 

1st.  Because  it  is  an  appeal  to  revolution  for  redress, 
before  the  constitutional  means  have  been  tried,  much  less 
exhausted. 

2d.  Because  it  shapes  our  course  without  consultation 
with  other  non-concurring  Conferences,  all  of  whom  have 
strong  claim  upon  our  fraternity,  and  some  in  slave  terri- 
tory will  be  materially  affected,  and  probably  prejudiced,  in 
their  interests  thereby. 

3d.  Because  the  act  is  done,  and  announced,  within  the 
bosom  of  two  States  which  are  now  the  custodians  of  the 
Federal  Union,  and  will  streugtheu  the  hands  of  political 
secessionists,  and  carry  di.«may  to  the  hearts  of  all  who 
would  preserve  our  national  inheritance. 

But  it  is  the  mode  of  obtaining  relief  from  our  troubles 
alone  in  which  we  differ  with  our  brethren. 

We,  too,  protest  against  the  "  new  chapter."  We  protest 
against  the  continuance  of  the  subject  of  slavery  as  a  ques- 
tion of  legislation  in  the  general  councils  of  tlie  church. 
And  we  ask  a  call  of  an  extra  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference in  18G2,  and  an  expression  by  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences of  their  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  terms  of  re- 
lief which  our  circumstances  demand  ;  and  assure  our  peo- 
ple that,  by  the  tone  of  that  response  and  that  of  our  sister 
sympathizing  conferences,  especially  in  slave  territory,  our 
course  at  our  ne.xt  session  shall  be  controlled,  whether  it  be 
further  negotiation  or  immediate  separation. 

In  Christian  hope  that  tliese  assurances  will  bring  rest 
in  the  cUmches  against  the  present  year,  we  are,  &c. 

[Signed  by  sortie  thirty  names.] 

The  Western  Virginia  Methodist  Episcopal 
Conference,  at  its  annual  session  at  Wheeling, 
in  March,  1861,  adopted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  General  Conference  at  its  late  session  at 
Buffalo  has  inserted  a  now  chapter  in  our  Book  of  Discipline 
on  the  subject  of  slavery ;  and  whereas  there  exists  some 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  its  meaning,  and  whereas  uni- 
formity in  administration  and  harmony  among  ourselvea 
are  very  desirable  :  therafore 

1.  liesolvtd.  That  we  deeply  regret  the  action  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  changingthe  chapter  on  slavery,  we  regai'd- 
ing  such  action  as  unnecessary. 

2.  Resolved,  That,  in  our  judgment  as  a  Conference,  the 
new  chapter  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  law;  that  no  admin- 
istrative or  judicial  action  can  be  had  under  it  against  any 
member  or  minister;  and  that  we  are  left  under  it  to  be 
governed  by  the  Scripture,  amenable  as  individuals  for 
our  administration  only  to  God  and  our  annual  Conference. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  utterly  condemn  any  attempt,  in 
any  way  whatever,  to  interfere  witli  the  legal  relations  of 
master  and  servant,  and  that  we  will  seek  to  promote,  as 
did  our  fathers,  their  best  interests  by  preaching  to  them 
the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,  and  by  teaching  theia 
their  reciprocal  duties  as  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

REPLY  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  TO  THE  RESOLUTIONS 
OF  THE  EAST  BALTIMORE  METHODIST  CONFER- 
ENCE OF  1862. 

Rev.  I.  A.  Gere,  A.  A.  Reese,  D.  D.,  Q.  D.  Chenoweth  : — 

Gentlemen: — Allow  me  to  tender  to  you,  and  throujrh 
you  to  the  East  Baltimore  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  of  that  body,  copies  of  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  present  yesterday.  These  kind  words  of 
approval,  coming  from  so  numerous  a  body  of  intelligent 
Christian  people,  and  so  free  from  all  suspicion  of  sinister 
motives,  are  indeed  encouraging  to  mo.  By  the  help  of  an 
all-wise  Providence,  I  siiall  endeavor  to  do  my  duty ;  and 
I  shall  expect  the  contiuuimce  of  your  prayers  for  a  right 
solution  of  our  national  difficulties,  and  the  restoration  ol 
our  country  to  peace  and  prosperity. 

Your  obliged  and  humble  serva:'.t, 

A.  LINCOLN. 
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GENERAL  CONFKKENCE  OF   ISG-l. 

May  2 — The  body  met  iu  Philadelphia. 

May  7 — The  Committee  on  Slavery  were  in- 
Btructed  to  inquire  info  the  expediency  of  so 
altering  the  General  Rules  as  to  prohibit  the 
buying,  selling,  or  holding  persons  as  slaves. 

ACTION    ON    SLAVERY. 

May  17 — The  Committee  on  Slavery — con- 
,  sisting  of  B.  F.  Crary,  E.  P.  Phelps,  E.  C  Brace, 
H.  C.  Benson,  A.  Magee,  A.  NeL~on,  M.  Dus- 
tin,  J.  S.  Smart,  J.  S.  M'Murray,  F.  G  Ilibbard, 
G.  D.  Strout,  R.  A.  Carnthers,  J.  M.  Fuller,  J 
P.  Dimmitt,  J.  H.  Noble,  T.  E.  Corkhill,  J. 
Penison,  L.  M.  Reeves,  J.  Colby,  11  Penfield, 
N.  Shumate,  H.  T.  Davis,  N.  Vansant,  J.  H. 
Twomblv,  J  Thurston,  A.  K.  Street,  P.  R. 
Brown,  R.  M.  Hatfield,  J.  V.  R.  Miller,  G.  W. 
Breckenridge,  G.  M.  B>-yd.  T.  C.  Golden,  B.  N. 
Spahr,  E.  G.  Andrews,  T.  H.  Pearne,  George 
Barton,  D.  L.  Dempsey,  D.  Wise,  W.  T.  Har- 
lov,  W.  Terrill,  A.  B.  Nisbet,  0.  Grezg  G. 
CI  tford,  W  D.  Malcm,  S.  Haiues,  J.  W. 
Reger,  J.  Laws.n,  C.  D  Pillsbury,  H.  R. 
C  ark — made  a  majority  and  a  minority  report, 
4    as  follows  : 

THE  MAJORITY  REPORT. 

The  long  contest  on  the  subject  of  slavery  seems  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  and  uo  doubtful  tokens  indicate  tho  will  of 
God,  and  point  unerringly  to  tlie  destruction  of  a  system  so 
inhuman. 

The  sufferings  to  be  endured  cannot  be  as  great  as  those 
we  have  passed,  and  the  heroism  of  the  hour  is  adequate  to 
iK'iir  the  burdens  whicli  may  be  imposed  upon  us. 

Patriotism  and  piety  lead  us  to  the  conclusions  to  wltich 
we  have  arrived,  and,  aside  from  all  questions  of  expe- 
diency, impel  us  to  adopt  the  policy  so  strongly  urged  in 
the  Episcopal  Address. 

We  rejoice  that  we  have  from  the  beginning  Keen  fore- 
most among  American  Churches  in  the  contest  against  sla- 
very. Slavery  has  nothing  to  commend  it  to  our  forbear- 
ance; on  the  other  hand,  it  has  iufiicted  upon  us  injurie* 
we  cannot  forget.  It  has  rent  the  Church  iu  twain,  and 
eetks  to  divide  the  nation. 

It  has  kindled  the  fires  of  inextinguishable  hatred  along 
an  extended  border,  and  brought  indescribable  distress  on 
our  brethren  who  have  labored  there.  These  brethren  we 
not  only  admire  and  love,  but  we  pledge  ourselves  to  share 
with  them  iu  all  that  is  jrossible  or  necessary  in  the  labors 
of  the  future. 

The  question  has  reached  its  present  status  not  so  much 
through  our  efforts  in  this  behalf  as  through  the  guidings 
of  the  Divine  haud,  whose  power  we  reverently  behold  in 
the  grand  movements  of  our  times. 

The  proposed  new  rule  is  only  an  expression  of  a  convic- 
tion long  entertained  by  the  majority  of  the  Church,  the 
ntterauce  of  an  edict  which  conscience  dictates,  an<l  the 
te:iching  of  God's  Word  approves.  Abhorrence  of  slavery 
has  increased  with  the  progress  of  t)io  people  in  moral  and 
religious  knowledge,  showing  that  morality  and  religion 
are  against  tho  system.  Tho  voices  of  our  common  hu- 
manity protest  against  its  longer  existence,  and  this 
judgment  is  God's  decision,  for  nature  is  true  to  her 
Autlior. 

Your  Committee  could  not  do  otherwise  than  give  ex- 
pression to  the  truth  which  more  than  ever  affects  the 
Ciiurch  and  the  nation,  and  array  tlit^  moral  ibrces  of 
Methodism  on  the  side  of  emancipation.  The  great  tiimi- 
lios  ot  Methodism  throughout  the  world  will  rejoice  that 
we  have  taken  a  step  which  wipes  out  the  imputation  of 
complicity  with  this  evil,  and  gives  us  the  decided  advan- 
tage of  leading  still  in  the  question  which  hiis  so  long 
per]>loxed  the  Church. 

We  feel  that  no  answer  is  needed  to  the  pleadings  of 
expediency  once  so  powerfully  and  eloquently  urged. 
The  grau  jeur  of  an  overwhelming  moral  conviction  ut- 
tered by  the  whole  nation  and  Church,  should  not  bo 
impaired  liy  answers  to  lugi<:  which  the  course  of  events 
ha.i  shown  to  lie  fallacious.  So  tar  as  we  are  concerned, 
Iben,  the  qr.estion,  "What  shall  be  done  for  the  extirpa- 
tion of  slavery  ?"  shall  be  answered  by  a  rule  uprooting  it 
and  foi bidding  it  forever.  Local  difficulties  and  special 
cases  wi!l  adjust  themselves,  and  we  shall  beunttammeled 
iu  our  future  operdtions  in  territory  blighted  by  this  de- 
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parting  curse.  Relying  on  the  promise  and  mercy  of  Gcd, 
as  far  as  we  can  we  "  procliiim  liberty  throughout  all  th» 
land  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof." 

Loyalty  to  the  Government  leads  us  to  accept  emancipa- 
tion whenever  and  wherever  the  President  proclaims  it 
or  the  States  decree  it,  and  devotion  to  truth  and  to  God 
impels  us  to  bring  the  controversy  to  an  end  in  the  Church 
li.V  adopting  a  rule  which  casuistry  cannot  distort  into  a 
license  for  slavery. 

While  reviewing  the  past,  we  gratefully  acknowledge 
tho  goodness  of  God  in  guiding  us  so  harmoniously  to 
these  conclusions,  and  with  firm  trust  in  llim,  commit 
our  work  to  the  judgment  of  the  Church  and  of  mankind. 

We  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  1.  By  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences in  General  Conference  assembled,  that  we  recom- 
mend the  amendment  of  the  General  Rule  on  Slavery  no 
that  it  shall  read:  Slaveholding ;  buying  or  seUh-ig  slaves. 

'2.  That  we  recommend  the  suspension  of  the  4th  re- 
strictive rule,  for  the  purpose  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
resolution. 

.3.  That  the  bishops  be  requested  to  submit  the  fore- 
going resolutions  to  the  Annual  Conferences  at  their  next- 
sessions,  and  if  the  requisite  number  of  votes  be  obtained,, 
to  report  to  tho  Book  Agents,  who  ai  e  hereby  instructed 
to  insert  the  new  rule  in  all  subsequent  editions  of  the 
Discipline. 

THE    MINORITY    KEPORT, 

Signed  by  E.  P.  Phelps,  L.  M.  Reeves,  and  J. 
W.  Reger,  is  as  follows  : 

The  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  beg  le.ave  to 
say  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  concur  with  the  major- 
ity in  the  conclusions  reached  by  them.  For  good  and 
sufficient  reasons,  as  they  think,  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
change  the  general  rule  on  slavery  so  as  to  exclude  all  per- 
sons sustaining  the  relation  of  master  from  the  Church ; 
they  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  a  sul)- 
stitute  for  the  general  rule  on  slavery  reported  by  the  ma- 
jority, namely : 

The  selling  of  human  beings,  or  the  buying  or  holding 
them,  except  for  reasons  purely  humane. 

After  debate,  the  majority  report  was  adopted 
— yeas  207,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

Ye.^s — Elisha  Adams,  Augustine  M.  Alexander,  Charts 
F.  Allen,  Ralph  W.  Allen,  Edward  G.  Andrews,  John  W. 
Armstrong,  Isaac  N.  Baird,  Gardner  Baker,  Francis  B. 
Bangs,  Henry  Bannister,  ,)ohn  H.  Barth,  David  W.  Bartiije, 
George  Barton,  Mathew  Bennett,  Henry  C.  Benson,  Wil- 
liam E.  Bigelow,  Isaacs.  Bingnam, Henry  M.Blake, George 
M.  Boyd,  George  W.  Breckinridge,  Alexander  L.  Brice, 
Daniel  W.  Bristol.  Jabez  Brooks,  Paul  R.  Brown,  Samuel 
C.  Brown,  Stephen  D.  Brown,  Henry  Brownscombe,  Eli  C. 
Bruce,  Andes T.  Bullard,  Thomas  Carlton,  Richard  A.  Carn- 
thers, Joseph  Castle,  George  D.  Chenowith,  Albert  Church, 
Ebenezer  E.  Chambers,  Davis  W.  Clark,  Horatio  R.Clark, 
George  Clifford,  Daniel  Cobb,  Nelson  E.  Ccbleigh,  Joseph 
Colby,  Sylvester  L.  Congdon,  Thomas  E.  Coikhill,  James 
B.  Corrington,  William  F.  Cowles,  Townley  W.  Crane,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Crary,  Munis  D"C.  Crawford.  Joseph  Cummings, 
James  Cunningham,  Daniel  Curry,  William  A.  Davidson, 
Henry  T.  Davis,  Daniel  L.  Dempsey,  Joseph  Dennisbn, 
Janus  P.  Dimmitt,  John  P.  Durbin,Mighill  Dustin,  Thomas 
M.  Eddy,  Charles  Elliot,  James  Erwin,  William  H.  Ferris, 
Henry  Fiegenbaum,  Hugh  D.  Fisher,  .lohn  B.  Foote,  Ran- 
dolph S.  Foster,  Thomas  C.  Gardner,  Augustus  C.  George, 
Thomas  C.  Golden.  AVilliam  H.Goode,  William  H.  Goodwin, 
Albert  S.  Graves,  Oren  Gregg,  William  Griffin.  Edwin  E. 
Griswold,  Leonard  B.  Giuley,  Robert  E.  Guthrie,  Sanford 
Haines,  Horace  Tlall,  Benjamin  B.  Hamlin,  Richard  Ilaney, 
William  L.  Harris,  William  T.  Harlow,  Robert  M.  HatlK-ld, 
Bostwick  Hawley,  James  Henderson,  William  McK.  Hes- 
ter, F'reeborn  (i.  Hiljbard,  Moses  Hill,  James  Hill,  Stacey 
W.  Hilliard,M;uhiasHinebaugh,Luke  Hitchcock,  Chauncy 
Hobart,  Chai  les  A.  Homes,  Horatio  W.  Houghtou,  Samuel 
Huflnian,  William  H.  Hunter,  Russell  H.  Hurllmrt,  Kassi 
niir  1'.  .lervis,  Samuel  A.  W  Jewett,  Richard  W.  Keeler, 
Lucius  II.  King,  Joseph  E.  King,  Calvin  Kingsley,  Henry 
F.  Kfleneke,  Philip  Kuhl,  .'Vlpha  J.  Kyiiett,  James  Lawson, 
Orange  V.  Lemon.  John  W.  Lindsay,  James  W.  Lowe, 
Thumas  H.  Lvnch,  Lorenzo  D.  McCabe,  William  McCombs, 
Asahet  S.  .McCoy,  David  P.  McKenzie,  Jacob  S.  McMurray, 
Andrew  .Magee.  William  D.  Malcolm,  Albert  C.  Manson, 
.Tdsepb  Masiiu,  Frederick  Merrick,  John  Miley,  John  G. 
Miller,  .Inhn  V.  R.  Miller,  Samuel  Y.  Monroe,  Granville 
Moddy,  William  H.  II.  Moore,  George  L.  Mulfinger,  Oliver 
S.  Munsell,  William  Nast,  Alexander  Nelson,  Reuben  Nel- 
son, Samuel  H.  Nisbet,  Alfred  B.  Nisbet,  James  H.  Noble, 
Nirani  Norton,  William  11.  Olin,  Isaac  Owen,  David  Patton, 
Thomas  H.  Pearne,  George  Peck,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  Henry 
Penfield,  William  E.  Perry,  Israel  C.  Pershing,  James  Pike, 
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Bnjah  n.  Pilcher,  Benjamin  Pillsbiiry.  Caleb  D.  Pillsbury, 
Adam  Poe,  James  PortW,  P.  Putnam  Ray.  Miner  Kaymond, 
Seth  Reed.  Xhnmas  M.  Reese,  Jobn  M.  Reid,  J.  McKendree 
Eeiley,  William  H.  Richards,  Reuben  D.  Robinson,  Henry 
Roth,  Jacob  Kothweiler,  David  Sherman.  Sauipson  Sbiun, 
Nathan  Shumate,  Thomas  H.  Siuex.  James  S.  Smart,  David 
N.  Smith,  Giles  C.  Smith,  John  L.  Smith,  Moses  Smith, 
Barzillai  N.Spahr,  Jacob  M.  Stallard,  Desivignia  Starks. 
William  1'.  Stewart.  Abraham  K.  Street,  George  D.  Strout, 
Williamson  TerrUl,  Samuel  C.Thomas,  Edward  Thomson, 
James  Thurston,  Charles  B.  Tippett,  Joseph  M.  Trimble, 
John  II.  Twombly,  Nicholas  Tansant,  Joseph  B.  Wakeley, 
George  W.  Walker,  Adam  Wallace,  Lorenzo  D.  Wardwell, 
George  Webber,  John  B.  Wentworth,  Daniel  A.  Whedon, 
John  W.  White,  Lafayette  D.  White,  Charles  II.  Whitecar, 
Henry  Whiteman,  Albert  D.  Wilbor,  James  H.  Wilbur. 
Isaac  W.  Wiley,  Thomas  H.  Wilson,  William  F.  Wilson, 
Daniel  Wise,  Aaron  Wood,  George  W.  Woodruff,  John  T. 
Wriulit,  William  Young— 207. 

Nats— James  L.  Clark,  James  Dnimmond,  William  ILar- 
den,  Isaac  V.  Harrison,  John  Lanahau,  Nicholas  J.  B.  Mor- 
gan, Elisha  P.  PheJps,  Lemuel  M.  Beeves,  John  W.  Reger 
—9. 

INTEETIEW   WITH    THE    PKEBIDENT. 

Bishop  Edward  R.  Ames,  Rev.  Joseph  Cum- 
mings,  D.  D.,  Rev.  George  Peck,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
Charles  Elliott,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  Granville 
Moody,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  present 
to  the  President  the  action  of  the  Conference, 
with  this  address,  unanimously  voted  by  the 
Conference : 

To  his  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  Vnited  States : 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  now  in  session  in  the  city  of  Phiiadelphia,  repre- 
6eu»ing  nearly  seven  thousand  ministers  and  nearly  a  mil- 
lion of  members,  mindful  of  their  duty  as  Christian  citizens, 
takes  the  earliest  opportunity  to  express  to  you  the  assu- 
rance of  the  loyalty  of  the  Church,  her  earnest  devotion  to 
the  interest  of  the  country,  and  her  sympathy  with  you  in 
the  great  responsibilities  of  your  high  position  in  this  try- 
i^  hour. 

With  exultation  we  point  to  the  record  of  our  Church 
as  liavins  never  been  tarnished  by  disloyalty.  She  was  the 
first  of  the  Churches  to  express,  by  a  deputation  of  her 
most  distinguished  ministers,  the  promise  of  support  to  Hie 
Government  in  the  days  of  Washington.  In  her  Articles  of 
Keligion  she  has  enjoined  loyalty  as  a  duty,  and  has  ever 
given  to  the  government  her  most  decided  support. 

In  this  present  struggle  for  the  nation's  life,  many  thou- 
sands of  her  members,  and  alargenumber  of  her  niinister.s, 
have  rushed  to  arms  to  maintain  the  cause  of  God  itud  hu- 
manity. They  have  sealed  their  devotion  to  their  country 
with  their  blood  on  every  battle-field  of  this  terrible  war. 

We  regard  this  dreadful  scourge  now  desolating  our  land 
and  wasting  the  nation's  life  as  the  result  of  a  most  un- 
natural, utterly  unjustifiable  rebellion,  involving  the  crime 
of  treason  against  the  best  of  human  governments  and 
sin  against  God.  It  required  our  government  to. submit  to 
it.s  own  dismembeiment  and  destruction,  leaving  it  no  al- 
ternative but  to  preserve  the  national  integrity  by  the 
use  of  the  national  resources.  If  the  government  had 
failed  to  use  its  power  to  preserve  the  unity  of  the  nation 
and  maintain  its  authority  it  would  have  been  justly  ex- 
posed to  the  wrath  of  heaven,  and  to  the  reproach  and 
».nd  scorn  of  the  civilized  world. 

Our  earnest  and  constant  prayer  is,  that  this  cruel  and 
wirkeil  rebellion  may  be  speedily  suppressed ;  and  we  pledge 
yiiu  uui  hearty  co-operation  in  all  appropriate  means  to 
secure  this  otyect. 

Loyal  and  hopeful  in  national  adversity,  in  prosperity 
tliaiiidul,  we  most  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  glorious 
victories  recently  gained,  and  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  our 
complete  trivimph  is  near. 

We  believe  that  our  national  sorrows  and  calamities  have 
resulted,  in  a  great  degree,  from  our  forgetfulness  of  God 
aJid  oppression  of  our  fellow-men.  Chastened  by  affliction, 
may  the  nation  humbly  repent  of  her  sins,  lay  aside  her 
haughty  pride,  honor  God  in  all  future  legislation,  aad 
render  justice  to  all  who  have  been  wron'ied. 

We  honor  you  for  your  proclamations  8f  liberty,  and  re- 
joice in  all  the  acts  of  the  government  designed  to  secure 
freedom  to  the  enslaved. 

We  trust  that  when  military  usages  and  necessities  sh.all 
justify  interference  with  established  institutions,  and  the 
removal  of  wrongs  sanctioned  by  law,  the  occasion  will  be 
improved,  not  merely  to  injure  our  foes  and  increase  the 
national  resources,  but  also  as  an  ojiportunity  to  recognize 
our  obligations  to  God  and  to  honor  his  law.    We  pray  that 


the  time  may  speedily  come  when  this  shall  be  trtily  a  re- 
publican and  free  country,  in  no  part  of  which,  either  state 
or  territory,  shall  slavery  be  known. 

The  prayers  cf  millions  of  Christians,  with  an  earnest- 
ness never  manife  ted  for  rulers  before,  daily  ascend  to 
heaven  that  you  may  be  endued  with  all  needed  wisdom 
and  power.  Actuated  by  the  senriments  of  the  loftiest  and 
purest  piitriotism,  our  prayer  shall  be  continually  for  the 
preservation  of  our  country  undivided,  for  the  triumph  of 
our  cause,  and  for  a  permanent  peace,  gained  by  the  sacri- 
fice of  no  moral  principles,  but  founded  on  the  word  of 
God,  and  securing  in  righteousness  liberty  and  equal  righta 
to  all. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcoijal  Church. 

PaiLADELPHU,  iiay  14, 1864. 

PRESIDENT    LINCOLN'9    BEPLT. 

Gentlemen  :  In  response  to  your  address  allow  me  to  at- 
test the  accuracy  of  its  hi-storical  statements,  indorse  the 
Sentiments  it  expresses,  and  thank  you  in  the  nation's  name 
for  the  sure  promise  it  gives. 

Nobly  sustained  as  the  government  has  been  by  all  the 
Churches,  I  would  utter  nothing  which  might  in  the  legist 
appear  invidious  against  any.  Yet  without  this  it  may 
fairly  be  said  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  not  less 
devoted  than  the  best,  is.  by  its  greater  numbers,  the  most 
important  of  all.  It  is  no  fault  in  others  that  the 
Methodist  Church  sends  more  soldiers  to  the  field,  more 
nurses  to  the  hospitals,  and  more  prayers  to  heaven  than 
any.  God  bless  the  Methodist  church!  bless  all  the  churches! 
and  blessed  be  God !  who  in  this  our  great  trial  giveth  us 
the  Churches. 

THE    STATE    OF    THE    COUNTRY. 

May  27 — The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Country — consisting  of  Messrs.  Joseph  Cum- 
mings,  J.  Lanahau,  I.  S.  Bingham,  J.  T.  Peck,  0. 
S.  Muneell,  L.  B.  Guriey,  G.  Moody,  T.  C.  Gard- 
ner,  T.  M.  Reese,  A.  C.  George,  G.  D.  Strout,  J.  W. 
Lowe,  J.  B  Wentworth,  A.  S.  McCoy,  G.  W.  Wal- 
ker, W.  F.  Cowles,  H.  D.  Fisher,  L.  M.  Reeves,  J. 
Colby,  T.  H.  Sinex,  D.  Cobb,  S.  Huffman,  J.  Q. 
Miller,  Nicholas  Vansant,  James  Pike,  Charles 
H.  Whitecar,  J.  B.  Wakelev,  G.  W.  Woodrufif, 
0.  V.  Lemon,  E.  Thomson.  G.  M.  Boyd,  C. 
Hobart,  J.  W.  White,  W.  H.  Olin,  T.  H.  Pearne, 
W.  M'Combs,  J.  Henderson,  D.  Patten,  W.  F. 
Stewart,  G.  C.  Smith,  N.  E.  Cobleigh,  J.  E. 
King,  R.  W.  Keeler,  W.  D.  Malcom.  S.  Haines, 
J.  W.  Reger,  J.  Lawson,  C.  0.  Pillsbury,  H.  R. 
Clark — reported  an  address  and  these  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Eesolred,  1.  That  in  this  hour  of  the  nation's  trial 
we  will  remember  the  President  of  the  United  States,  all 
other  oiRcera  of  the  government,  and  our  army  and  navy, 
iu  never-ceasing  prayer. 

2  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  prosecute 
the  war  with  all  its  resources  of  men  ami  money  till  this 
wicked  rebelUou  shall  be  subdued,  the  integi'ity  of  the  na- 
tion shall  be  secured,  und  its  legitimate  authority  shall  be 
re-established,  and  that  we  pledge  our  hearty  support  and 
co-operation  to  secure  this  result. 

3.  That  we  regard  our  cal.aniities  as  resulting  from  onr 
forgetfulness  o!  God,  and  from  slavery,  so  long  our  nation's 
reproach,  and  that  it  becomes  us  to  humble  ourselves  and 
fors.ake  our  sins  as  a  people,  and  hercafier,  in  ail  our  laws 
and  acts,  to  lienor  God. 

4.  That  we  will  use  our  efforts  to  secure  such  a  change  in 
the  Constitution  of  our  country  as  shall  recognize  the  be- 
ing of  God,  our  dependence  on  Uim  for  prosperity,  and  also 
his  word  as  the  foundation  of  civil  law. 

5.  That  we  regard  slavery  as  abhorrent  to  the  principles 
of  our  holy  religion,  humanity,  and  civilization,  and  that 
we  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  such  an  .amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  such  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  stateo,  Ra 
shall  prohibit  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  for 
crime,  throughout  all  the  states  and  territories  of  the 
country. 

6.  That  while  we  deplore  the  evils  of  war  that  has  filled 
our  land  with  mourning,  we  rejoice  in  the  sublime  mani- 
festations of  benevolence  it  has  developed,  as  seen  in  the 
Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions,  and  in  the  aj»soci.-itioLS 
formed  to  aid  the  vast  multitudes  who  have  recently  lie- 
come  freemen,  and  that  we  pledge  to  these  institutions  onr 
hearty  co-operation  and  support. 
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THE    PASTORAL    ADDRESS. 

May  27 — The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Pastoral  Address  to  the  Members  of  the  Church 
—Jesse  T.  Peck,  D.  D.,  Joseph  Castle,  D.  D.,  L. 
B.  Gurley,  E.  Adams,  N.  E.  Cobieigh,  W.  H 
Ferris — was  adopted.  These  extracts  rehite  to 
public  questions  : 

We  bave  held  our  session  in  the  midst  of  the  fe.irful 
agitations  and  struggles  of  war  Our  nation  has  reached  a 
most  eventful  crisis.  Ambitious  and  wicked  men  have  led 
the  people  and  States  of  the  South  into  a  most  cruel  and 
unprovoked  rebellion.  The  Government  has  been  compelled 
to  i-esist  tliis  rebellion  by  force,  and  the  delegates  of  all  the 
Annual  Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  have 
solemnly  recognized  this  stern  necessity.  Our  reports,  re- 
Bolutious  and  acts,  of  which  you  have  been  already  ap- 
prized, all  sustained  by  unanimous  votes,  will  show  the 
Church  and  the  world  how  heartily  we  are  identified  with 
the  nation  in  her  struggles,  with  our  beloved  army  and  navy 
iu  the  deadly  conflicts  of  this  war,  with  the  President  and 
all  other  otlicers  of  the  Government  in  the  grave  responsi- 
bilities of  their  present  position,  and  with  surviving  sitf- 
ferers,  whether  bond  or  free. 

We  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  slavery  is  the 
evident  and  guilty  cause  of  this  terrible  war,  and  express  to 
you  our  deliberate  opinion  that  there  will  be  no  peace  or 
eafety  to  the  Republic  till  this  vile  usm-pation  is  utterly 
destroyed.  We  have,  therefore,  resolved  not  only  to  sustain 
the  Government  most  heartily  in  the  struggle  ag;iinst 
treason,  but  in  the  high  purpose  to  extirpate  the  guilty 
cause  of  the  rebellion.  And,  in  consistency  with  these 
resolution.*,  as  well  a.s  under  the  highest  sense  of  imperative 
duty,  we  have  determined  th.it  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  shall,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  be  delivered 
entirety  from  this  enormous  evil.  Wo  have,  therefore,  jjro- 
posed  to  the  Aimual  Conferences  such  a  change  in  the  gen- 
eral rules  as  will  henceforth  leave  no  occasion  for  misun- 
derstanding or  controversy.  Providence  has  at  length 
mysteriously  led  us  through  the  struggles  of  ages  to  the 
highest  unity  iu  the  assertion  and  vindication  of  the  highest 
right.     Let  us  give  the  glory  to  God  alone. 

The  war  is  not  yet  over.  Wo  can  have  no  adequate  idea 
of  the  wrongs  yet  to  be  endured,  of  the  valuable  lives  yet 
to  be  sacrificed,  before  the  nation's  new  life  shall  be  placed 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  bloody  hands  which  seek  to  destroy 
it;  but  we  state  to  you  calmly  and  solemnly,  that,  in  our 
judgment,  all  true  patriots  ought  to  regard  their  lives  and 
treasures,  without  reservation,  as  subject  to  the  exigencies 
of  this  conflict,  until  it  is  honorably  and  triumphantly 
ended. 

And  especially  do  we  urge  you  to  obey,  at  all  times, 
the  great  law  of  love ;  to  pray  for  our  unnatural  enemies, 
aa  well  as  their  surviving  victims ;  extending  yom-  most 
active  sympathy  to  our  numerous  families  and  friends  Avho 
mourn  the  loss  of  brave  ^lusbands,  fathers,  brothers,  sons, 
by  this  dreadful  war.  You  will,  we  trust,  on  no  account 
relax  your  efforts  for  the  relief  and  Christian  education  of 
the  multitudes  of  freedmen  now  appealing  to  your  hu- 
manity. We  do  also  most  earnestly  commend  to  your  de- 
voted attention  our  suffering  soldiers,  and  urge  you  to  en- 
larged liberality  in  the  support  of  those  humane  institu- 
tions, the  Christian  and  Sauit;iry  Commissions. 

METHODIST  PROTESTANT. 

GENERAL    CONVENTION    OF    THE     METHODIST     PRO- 
TESTANT    CHURCH,      1862. 

November. — The  body  met  in  Cincinnati,  and 
unanimously  passed  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  : 

Whereas,  Our  country  continues  to  he  involved  in  all 
the  horrors  and  dingers  of  a  civil  war  unp.'iralleled  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  alike  in  its  gigantic  proportions  and 
in  the  vital  interests  which  it  shall  affect  for  good  or  ill : 
and 

Whereas,  We  cannot  he  cold  spectators  of  the  scenes  oc- 
curring around  us,  because  thty  appeal  to  our  sympathies 
and  our  principles  as  patriots,  as  Christians,  and  as  philan- 
thropists: and 

Whereas,  We  deem  it  our  duty  to  our  country,  to  the 
■world  at  large,  and  to  our  God,  to  utter  our  sympathies  and 
sentiments  in  this  honr  of  danger  to  the  country  and  to 
civil  liberty :  therefore 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  cling  with  fond  affection  to  the  in- 
stitutions bequeathed  to  us  by  our  Revolutionary  sires,  and 
tli.-it  we  infinitely  prefer  theni  to  any  other  that  ever  have 
been,  or  that  may  be,  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  them. 

2.  That  we  therefore  sanction,  with  all  our  hearts,  the 
prosecution  of  the  current  war  for  their  maintenance,  and 


we  recoTimend  that  this  war  be  pushed  with  the  utmost 
energy  and  to  the  last  extremity:  because  in  its  success- 
ful prosecution  alone  we  see  the  prevention  of  anarchy  and 
misrule,  of  wide-spread  dissensions,  and  mediaeval  tyranny 
and  vassalage,  of  universal  distraction,  contentions,  and 
bloodshed,  more  fearfully  desolating  and  terrible  than  any- 
thing tliat  can  now  result  from  the  course  that  we  thus  re- 
commend. 

3.  That  we  heartily  endorse  the  Em.ancipation  Proclama- 
tion of  Presidi-nt  Lincoln,  because  it  strikes  at  that  bale- 
ful cause  of  all  our  civil  and  ecclesiastical  difHculfies — Amer- 
icanslavery — "theeumof  all  villanie?."  thj;d,trling  iiiolof 
villains,  the  centi-al  power  of  villanous  secessionism,  but 
now,  by  the  wisdom  of  the  t'resideiit,  about  to  be  made 
the  agent  of  retributive  justice  in  punishing  that  culmina- 
tion of  vill-inous  enterprises,  the  attempt  to  overthrow  the 
most  glorious  oivil  government  that  God's  providence  ever 
established  upon  earth. 

4.  That  wo  earnestly  deprecate  all  dissensions  and  divi- 
sions among  those  who  profess  loyalty  to  the  Government 
and  to  our  free  institutions  :  and  that  we  deemitsus;  icious, 
at  least,  if  not  strong  evidence,  of  sympMthy  with  our 
enemies,  when  men  in  our  midst  attempt  to  create  such 
divisions  or  dissensions  upon  any  pretext  whatsoever. 

5.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  address  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  express  to  him,  in  the  name 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Cliureh.  the  sentiments  of 
loyalty  contained  in  these  resoluti  ins,  and  to  assure  him 
that  our  people  endorse  his  Proclamation,  sustain  the  w.-.r, 
and  are  ready  to  do  and  suffer  all  things  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  glorious  Government  intact. 

The  Annual  Conference  at  Pittsburg,  Sep- 
tember, 1864,  unanimously  adopted  these  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Conference  does  hereby  declare  its 
loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  its 
approval  of  the  Administration  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  his 
efforts  to  overthrow  the  rebellion  and  maintain  the  cause 
of  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  whatever  may  have  been  the  design  of  the 
slaveholders  of  rhe  South  in  bringing  on  this  great  rebel- 
lion, in  our  judgment,  God  is  permitting  this  war  in  order 
to  purify  this  nation  from  her  sins — especially  the  great  sin 
of  slavery,  which  we  hold  to  have  been  the  main  cause  of 
the  reliellion. 

Resolved.  That  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  is  hereby 
endorsed  by  tl.is  Conference,  and  it  is  our  iirayer  that  tlie 
President,  by  judicious  management,  the  power  of  his 
armies,  and  the' help  of  the  Almighty,  may  be  able  to  carry 
it  into  practical  effect  in  all  the  Rebel  States. 

Resolred.tXxaX  party  politics,  in  our  judgment,  should 
never  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  our  aHegiance  to  the 
Government  of  our  country,  and  we  hereby  advise  all  our 
people  to  be  faithful  to  the  Administration  in  all  its  efforts 
to  maintain  the  Union,  constantly  praying  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  success  of  our  armies. 

Ri'solved,  That  we  desire  a  peace  growing  out  of  the  sal- 
vation of  our  Government,  based  upon  tlie  principles  of 
immutable  righteousness,  in  order  that  the  Christian  reli- 
gion may  take  a  firmer  hold  than  heretofore  on  the  Ameri- 
can mind. 

The  Maryland  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  has  not  made  any 
declaration  since  the  opening  of  the  war. 
The  West  Virginia  Conference,  which  was  in 
connection  with  it,  undertook  to  ascertain  its 
position  in  March  last,  with  this  result,  ns 
disclosed  in  these  extracts  from  the  report  of 
th«  proceedings  of  the  latter  body  at  its  meet- 
ing in  September  : 

Dr.  Laishley,  our  fratern.al  Messenger  to  the  last  Mary- 
land Annual  Conference,  submittedjiis  report,  which  states 
that  owing  to  severe  afdiction  iu  his  family  he  was  un.'iblo 
to  attend  said  Conference  in  person,  but  that  he  addressed 
to  them  a  fraternal  letter,  in  which  he  distinctly  set  fi.rVi 
the  object  of  his  mission,  to  unt:  to  ascertain  the  position 
occiqded  by  the  Maryland  Conference  in  regard  to  its  louaUy 
to  the  Governmtrit  of  tlie  United  States, — to  which  he  re- 
ceived the  following  reply  : — 

Baltimore,  Maryland,  March  21, 1864. 
Rev.  Dr.  P.  T.  Laisiilet — 

DwAR  Brother  : — Your  official  communication  as  Mes- 
senger from  the  Western  Virginia  Annual  Conference,  was 
brought  under  the  respectful  consideration  of  the  Marylani 
Annual  Conference  at  its  recent  session  in  this  city,  and  I  was 
commissioned  to  answer  it  to  the  following  effect : 

We,  as  an  Annual  Conference,  express  our  profound 
sympathy  with  Dr.  Laishley  in  the  sore  affliction  of  his 
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daughters,  which,  with  some  other  nncontrollable  circuni- 
Btanoes,  has  deprived  both  him  and  the  Conference  of  the 
desired  and  expected  pleasme  of  fraternal  greetings;  and 
we  hereby  extend  to  Dr.  Laishley  and  ttie  Conference  he 
represents  our  warm  expression  of  Christian  sympathy  and 
affection  iind  our  prayers  for  their  continued  prosperity 
as  an  effectual  agency  in  spreading  spiritual  holiness 
through  our  land.  It  was  also  determined  to  send  a 
fraternal  Messenger  to  the  Western  Virginia  Conference 
at  its  Annual  Session  in  September  next. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  hear,  my  beloved  brother,  tl^t  your 
afflicted  child  i.s  mercifully  spared  to  you,  and  restored  to 
the  enjoyment  (^f  comioifable  health. 

With  these  aeutimeuts,  I  am,  most  truly. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

F.  WATERS. 

The  above  letter  was  referred  to  a  Comntittee,  who  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

We  iipjircriate  most  cheerfully  the  expression  of  sympa- 
thy and  atlVctioii  set  ibrtli  in  said  letter,  but  are  grieved 
that  the  Conference  did  not  think  proper  in  its  judgment 
to  put  us  in  possession  of  tlte  iiifm-mation  we  so  earnestly 
tkiiri'd^  to  wit:  the  jms'ltinn  ncupied  by  the  Conference  in 
rerjard  to  its  loyalty  to  the  Governmmt  <ifthe  United  States, 
au<l  furthermore  declare  that  we  cannot  atflliate  or  hold 
official  ccmnection  Avith  any  Conference  which  is  not  out- 
spoken on  a  subject  of  snch  vital  importance,  or  which 
will  not  condescend  to  gratify  us  so  far  as  to  inform  us 
whether  it  is  for  or  against  the  (jovernment,  when  treason 
threatens  its  destruction.  Could  wo  have  been  satisfied 
tli.tt  the  Maryland  Conference  as  a  body  gave  Iter  sympa- 
thies and  influence  to  the  Govenuneut  under  which  we 
live,  it  wiuld  have  afforded  us  great  pleasure  to  have 
continued  in  official  connection  with  her ;  but  for  the  want 
of  such  an  expression  on  her  part,  we  have  to  adopt  the 
language  of  the  Master  and  say,  "  Tluy  who  are  iiot  with 
us  are  against  us." 

The  West.  Virginia  Conference  now  holds  con- 
nection with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Confer- 
ences of  the  Western,  Northern,  and  Eastern 
States. 

Of  the  proceedings  of  the  Maryland  Confer- 
ence referred  to,  these  have  relation  to  the  ex- 
pected communication  from  the  West  Virginia 
Conference  : 

llev.  L.  W.  Bates  offered  this  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolred.  That  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
I'resident,  (Rev'.  James  K.  Nichols,)  in  his  executive  paper, 
a  coiumitteo  of  three  ministers  and  delegates  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  confer  with  all  visitors  having  busi- 
ness with  the  Conference,  and  to  decide  whether  and  when 
those  of  them  who  wish  to  address  the  Conference  shall  be 
privileged  to  do  so;  and  all  communications  not  strictly  be- 
longing to  the  regular  and  annual  business  of  the  Confer- 
ence, shall  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

Rev.  Dr.  F.  Waters,  Rev.  L.  W.  Bates,  Rev. 
T  D.  Valiant,  George  Vickers,  Esq.,  and  L.  J. 
Cox,  Esq.,  were  appointed  on  that  Committee. 
On  a  subsequent  day,  it  was  announced  to  the 
Conference  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from 
Rev.  Dr.  P.  T.  Laishley,  appointed  fraternal 
Messenger  from  the  West  Virginia  Conference. 
The  letter  tuas  not  read  in  open  Conference,  but 
immediately  referred  to  the  committee  afere- 
said,  and  in  relation  to  it  the  committee  re- 
ported, on  the  same  day,  as  follows  : 

A  communication  w:i8  receivtvl  from  Dr.  P.  T.  Laishley, 
Messenger  from  West  Virginia  Conference,  expressing  his 
regret  at  not  being  able,  owing  to  sickness  jn  his  family 
and  other  unfavorable  circumstances,  to  visit  our  Coufer- 
euce. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Conference  express 
its  sympathy  for  Dr.  Laishley  in  the  affliction  of  his  daugh- 
ter, which  has  (hprivi'd  both  him  and  the  Conference  of 
the  pleasure  of  fraternal  greetings,  and  that  we  extend  to 
Dr.  Laishley  and  llio  Conti-rence  he  represents,  our  warm 
expression  of  Christian  sympathy  and  affecticm,  and  onr 
prayers  for  their  continued  prosperity  as  an  efficient  instru- 
mentality in  spreading  scriptural  holiness  througli  our 
■  Land. 

We  further  recommend,  that  the  Conference  elect  a  Mes- 
eenger  to  visit  the  next  session  of  West  Virginia  Confor- 
euco,  to  be  held  in  Fairmont,  Va.,  in  September,  1S64. 


And  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  address  a  letter 
to  Bro.  Laishley,  expressing  to  him  the  above  sentiments  of 
oiu-  Conference. 

r.  WATERS, 
GEO.  VICKERS, 
T.  D.  VALIA>JT, 
L.  W.  BATES, 
L.  J.  COX,  Jr. 

On  motion,  Dr.  F.  Waters  was  appointed  the 
committee  named  in  the  above  report. 

A  number  of  the  Ministers  in  this  Conference 
are  known  to  disapprove  of  the  silence  ot  the 
Conference,  and  to  regret  deeply  the  position  it  ia 
thus  made  to  occupy,  and  who,  in  their  respec- 
tive spiieres  of  du  y,  urge  the  duty  of  main- 
taining the  National  authority  and  suppressing 
the  Rebelli  n.  Subjoined  are  the  resolutions 
adopie  i  in  March,  1864,  by  the  Ninth  Streirt 
Methoaist  Protestant  Church,  Washington  City: 

Mr.  Blackiston  offered  the^  following  resolutions,  and 
moved  their  adoption : 

\\  hereas  r.u  opinion  expressed  that  this  church  is  virtu- 
ally an  organized  society  of  religious  sympathizers  with 
rebellion  has  gaiiiud  believers  in  the 'community;  and 
whereas  a  strict  adherence  to  the  adopted  silence  on  such 
matters,  as  a  church,  gives  reasons  for  rebel  sympathizers 
to  hope  that  the  assertion  is  tnie,  and  for  loyal  men  to 
doubt  the  loyalty  of  the  meiubers  of  the  church:  There- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  justice  to  ourselves  and  our  brethren 
demands  of  us  a  lull  expression  of  our  loyalty  at  thia 
time. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion  the  rebellion,  which  haa 
flooded  the  vallejs  and  j)lains  of  the  South  and  West  with 
blood,  is  treasonable,  wicked,  and  ought  to  be  crushed,  and 
the  leaders  punished  as  traitors. 

Resijlicd,  That  wo  of  Ninth  street  station  have  no  sym- 
pathy witlitho.^e  engaged  oponly  in  the  rebellion,  and  less 
with  those  who,  wlulo  they  areamassing  fortunes  from  the 
Government,  are  secretly  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  its 
enemies. 

Resolved,  That  though  we  may  admire  the  talents  and 
commend  the  zeal  of  every  minister  of  the  Conference,  we 
consider  no  iniuister  as  acceptable  to  the  Ninth  street  pul- 
])it,  against  whotso  loyalty  there  is  the  slightest  reason  for 
doubt. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  is  hereby  ordered  to  prepare 
a  copy  of  these  resolutions  and  sign  them  ;  the  chairman 
is  hereby  ordered  to  countersign  them;  and  the  delegate  to 
the  Maryland  Annual  Conference  is  hereby  ordered  to  pr^ 
sent  them  to  the  Vresideut  of  that  body. 

Rer.  J.  T.  Ward  is  pastor,  succeeding  Rer.  0. 
T.  Cochel. 

FBEE   METHODIST. 

NEW    YORK    CONFERENCE    OF    THE     FEEE     METH6- 
IMST    CHURCH,    1864. 

September — The  body  met  at  Akron,  29th 
and  30  h,  and  October  1st,  and  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing pream'ile  and  resolution': 

We  are  men  of  peace.  Our  Master,  whom  we  supremely 
love  and  endeavor  to  serve,  is  the  Prince  of  Peace.  He  haa 
taught  us  to  love  our  enemies  and  to  do  good  as  tar  as  pos- 
sible to  all  mankind.  But  he  has  also  taught  us  that  "  the 
magistrate  beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain."  lie  is  to  be  a 
tenor  to  evil  doers;  but  how  can  this  be  if  thelawsagixin.st 
crime  are  IK  t  executed  ?  And  how  can  they  be  executed 
without  the  exercise  of  physical  force?  If  force  may  be 
used  to  execute  the  laws  against  a  single  highwayman, 
may  it  not  be  against  a  band  of  criminals  who  set  the  laws 
at  defiance?  Does  the  magnitude  of  a  conspiracy  against 
ju.st  laws  and  the  common  rights  of  humanity,  render  the 
employment  of  whatever  force,  for  whatever  time  may  be 
necessary  for  its  suppression,  unchristian  and  wrong?  Is 
it  right  to  punish  petit  larceny,  and  wrong  to  punish  mur- 
der? If  not,  then  is  the  effort  to  suppress  bj'  force  of  iu'ms 
this  wicked  rebellion,  still  existing  in  this  couutry, entirely 
consistent  with  the  Christian  religion.  Humanity  demands 
that  the  rebellion  be  put  down,  no  matter  how  great  may 
bo  the  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure  uecespary  to  se- 
cure its  overthrow.  The  fate  of  the  ambitions,  unscrupu- 
lous men  who,  because  deprived,  in  a  perfectly  [Hoper  and 
legal  maiuier,  of  the  patronage  of  the  Governnu'iit  which 
they  had  invariably  usud  foi  the  spread  and  pi'ipetuatiou 
of  human   bondage,  have  conspired  lor  the  oveilhrow   of 
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the  Nation,  and  who,  in  endeavoring  to  oaiTy  ont  their  ne- 
farious 'schemes,  have  deluged  the  hind  with  blood  and 
multiplied  widows  and  orphans  in  all  our  borders,  should 
Btaud  upon  the  page  ol'liistory  as  a  warning  to  conspirators 
against  tlie  rights  of  men  in  all  frfture  ages. 

In  common  with  our  lellow  citizens  we  feel  the  burdens 
of  this  terrible  struggle  tor  national  existence  and  the 
riglits  of  humanity.  We  enjoy  no  immunity  from  the 
perils  it  involves.  Some  of  the  preachers  of  our  denomi- 
nation have  bravely  led  their  men  tipou  the  field  of  battle, 
and  have  nobly  fallen  in  the  sanguinary  strife.  Our  bro- 
thers and  our  sons  are  still  at  the  post  of  danger,  or  have 
laid  down  their  lives  for  our  beloved  country.  Should  tlie 
wiir  continue,  we  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  follT)W 
their  example.  As  Christians  and  as  men  we  deprecate 
this  great  effusion  of  blood,  and  we  devoutly  and  unitedly 
pray  toT  the  return  of  peace.  But  we  would  have  a  peace 
that  promises  to  be  permanent  in  its  character  and  benefi- 
cial in  its  results  :  Therefore 

Sesolved,  That  as  much  as  we  deprecate  the  suffering 
caused  by  the  civil  war  now  raging  in  our  land,  we  have  no 
desire  to  have  it  stop  until  the  rebellion  is  thoroughly  sub- 
dued and  Slavery,  its  guilty  cause,  is  completely  and 
forever  extinguished  in  all  our  borders. 

Besolved,  That  while  we  keep  ourselves  aloof  from  all 
party  strife,  we  do  most  cordially  sustain  the  Government 
in  its  efforts  to  subdue  the  rebellion,  and  especially  in  the 
emancipation  policy ;  and  we  trust  it  will  go  on  in  tho 
same  direction  until  all  their  rights  as  men  are  restored  to 
the  colored  race. 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  do  not  believe  in  any  unneces- 
sary intermeddling  with  the  political  opinions  of  individuals, 
yet  we  do  not  see  how  any  who  sympathize  with  slave- 
holding  and  with  the  slave-holders'  relielliou  can  consist- 
ently belong  to  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  or,  indeed,  to 
any  religious  body  professing  to  be  governed  by  the  princi- 
ples of  the  New  Testament. 

Resolved,  That  we  render  devout  thanksgiving  to  God 
for  the  recent  victories  he  has  given  our  armies,  and  wo 
will  'devoutly  pray  the  Lord  of  Hosts  to  continue  His  in- 
terpositions in  behalf  of  our  nation,  and  give  success  to  our 
arms,  and  restore  peace  and  prosperity  to  our  land,  and 
establish  our  free  institutions  on  the  firm  foundation  of 
universal  righteovisness  and  justice. 

B.  T.  ROBERTS, 

Chaii-vian  of  Committee. 

EVANGELICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

SENEKAL     CONFEKENCE     OF     THE     EVANGELICAL 
ASSOCIATION,    1863. 

October  1 — The  body  met  in  Buffalo. 
October  19 — The  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Country  made  two  reports,  as  follows: 

MAJORITY    REPORT. 

Your  Committee  has  the  honor  to  lay  the  following  le- 
port  on  tho  State  of  the  Country  before  the  Conference  for 
Consideration : 

The  great  truth  that  God  governs  the  world,  and  iu  his 
providence  presides  over  the  destinies  of  man,  is  not  only 
fi.iuuded  on  his  Being  and  attributes,  but  it  also  stands  legi- 
bly enstamped  on  every  page  of  the  History  of  the  Human 
Race,  and  it  cannot  be  misrepresented  that  the  Supreme 
Ruler  has,  in  all  the  alternations,  in  the  struggle  raging  be- 
tween the  powers  of  light  and  darkness,  ever  since  tho  Fall, 
so  directed  the  course  of  events,  tli:it  imli  of  them  brought 
man  nearer  the  great  end  of  his  ili'stin.itioii,  viz  :  theeman- 
cii)ation  from  the  dominion  of  evil,  and  tiie  investiture  of  all 
with  iin  equal  title  to  the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty  and 
haiipiness. 

The  jiresent  inexcusable  and  unholy  rebellion,  that  is 
now  railing  in  our  land,  is  nothing  less  than  the  expression 
and  the  outward  appearance  of  the  great  world-wide  strug- 
gle between  the  forever  inalienable  rights  of  mankinil,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  unrighteousness  of  falsehood  and  ty- 
ranny on  the  other;  in  the  status  into  which  this  world 
struggle,  under  the  immediate  righteous  government  of 
God,  and  the  special  elements  of  our  national  existence, 
has  entered,  and  where  both  antagonistic  powers  are  more 
fuily  expressed,  and  stand  opposed  to  each  other  in  a  more 
rugged  form,  than  has  been  the  case  heretofore  of  the  thea- 
tre of  history  ; — here,  where  for  more  than  two  hundred 
years.  Liberty  has  found  an  asylum  in  the  wilderness 
against  the  despotic  oppression  and  papal  persecutions  of 
Europe — where  the  God-coutiding  Pilgrim  Fathers,  a  com- 
pany of  persecuted  Protestant  Christians,  laid  the  coriier- 
ston*.  of  this  republic,  and  its  glorious  institutions  of  "Lib- 
erty and  Kii\i.ility,''  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  lor  futurity — here,  where  in  later  years, 
the  brave  sons  of  these  worthy  ancestors,  have  laid  this 
divinely  selected  foundation  stone,  reared  on  it  the  ideal  of 


social,  civil,  and  religious  societies  of  all  nations,  (under  a 
never  before  enjoyed  measure  of  Heavenly  favor,)  and  per- 
fected, in  a  never  before  known  greatness ; — here,  where, 
through  the  help  of  God  with  a  strong  arm,thus  wrested  from 
the  grasp  of  Despotism,  consecrated  with  their  own  blood, 
one  of  the  best  human  governments  that  ever  existed,  and 
with  it  a  country  that  should  become  a  place  of  secure  ref- 
uge for  all  the  oppressed  of  the  earth  ;  but  wheie  Satan, 
'the  arch  enemy  of  God  and  man,  planted  the  upas  of 
Slavery  and  man-brutalization,  this  excrescence  of  hell  and 
sum  total  of  all  meanness  and  villainy,  and  through  the 
poisonous  curse  to  subvert  this  heritage  of  free  men,  to  be 
made  the  stage  of  unheard-of  abominations  and  sufferings, 
the  burying-place  of  pure  religion,  liberty,  and  civilization, 
and,  indeed  the  hopes  of  the  world ;  and  where  further 
men  who  at  the  price  of  all  higher  motives  and  designs, 
driven  by  avarice  and  lust  of  power,  for  more  than  thirty 
3'ears,  worked  according  to  a  well  laid  plan  for  the  subver- 
sion of  the  Constitution,  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and 
the  overthrow  of  the  Government,  until  at  last,  on  tho 
l'2th  day  of  April,  1861,  by  the  first  fire  on  the  banner  of 
the  stars  and  stripes  on  Fort  Sumter,  made  known  tliat 
they  were  ready  to  carry  ont  tlieir  treasonable  design. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  bo  it,  by  us,  the  delegates  of  the 
several  annual  conferences  of  the  Ev«ngelical  Association, 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  on  the  19th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, A.  D.,  1863,  solemnly 

Resolved,  1.  That  notwithstanding  our  conviction  that 
war  and  bloodshed  is  a  terrible  evil,  and  the  extremely  de- 
plorable consequence  of  sin,  iu  opposition  to  the  spirit  of 
Christianity,  and  its  existence  to  be  deeply  deplored  in  our 
so-called  Christian  land;  but  inasmuch  as  the  present  ter- 
rible war  raging  iu  our  laud,  was  caused  by  the  insurrec- 
tion of  a  band  of  traitors  and  rebels,  against  the  life  and 
existence  of  the  nation  itself,  whose  chief  object  is  the  de- 
struction of  liberty,  the  exaltation  of  a  comparatively  small 
class  over  the  larger — the  laboring  class,  which  constitutes 
the  germ  of  the  nation ;  the  dishonoring  of  labor  itself, 
and  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  slavery ; — in  con- 
sideration of  these  undeniable  facts  it  is  tho  imperative 
duty  of  our  Government,  to  use  the  sword  entrusted  to  it 
of  God,  iu  defense  of  our  rights,  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
the  protection  of  our  free  institutions,  tho  maintenance  of 
our  forever  indissoluble  and  inseparable  Uition.  iu  accord- 
ance with  the  Constitution  upon  which  it  rests,  and  finally 
to  punish  the  rebels  against  our  Government,  and  it  is  tlw 
holiest  duty  of  every  citizen,  faithfully  to  support  the 
Government  in  the  important  duties  devolving  upon  the 
same. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  cannot  conceal  the  fact,  that  only 
the  prevalent  deep  moral  and  religious  corruption,  in  all 
the  walks  of  life,  made  it  possible  to  inaugurate  its  bloody 
struggle;  therefore  we  acknowhdge  the  same  as  a  well- 
merited  chastisement  of  God,  and  relinking  admonition  to 
repentance  and  reformation,  which  applies  particularly  to 
the  too  worldly-minded  church,  and  upon  the  heeding  of 
which  admonition  depends  the  salvation  of  our  country. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  republican  form  of  Gfjvernment  can 
only  exist  where  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion 
are  deeply  rooted  in  common  life,  and  constitute  the  pre- 
dominant element,  where  it  is  the  mission,  especially  of  the 
Christian  ministry,  to  watch  over  the  Christian  religion, 
that  it  may  not  become  the  handmaid  of  unscrupuloUB 
demagogues  or  that  the  free  discussion  of  such  questions  aa 
relate  to  the  temporal  welfare  of  the  people  may  not  be 
prejudiced,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  tlie  life  of  the  whole 
nation  be  pervaded  by  the  spirit  and  essence  of  Christianity. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  fact,  that  the  peacea- 
ble occupations  in  the  Northern  States  have  made  undis- 
turbed lu'ogress,  and  rejoice  iu  an  extraordinary  advance, 
that  the  national  prosperity  and  strength  of  our  Govern- 
ment has  attained  a  degree,  which  it  did  not  reach  in  the 
long  years  of  peace,  as  unmistakable  evidences  that  it  ia 
God's  gracious  design  and  good  will  that  our  nation  should 
come  forth  tried  and  purified,  and  that  this  Union  of  states, 
established  on  the  principlesof  the  Bible,  shall  be  continued, 
with  increased  liberties. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  the  midst  of  our  national  concus- 
sion, we  behold  the  indtibitable  proofs  of  the  favor  of  G^d 
in  the  fact,  that  He  has  given  us  rulers  who,  by  their  able 
statesmanship,  have  given  their  official  acknowledgment 
of  the  higher  Government  of  God  ove^  them,  and  by  their 
well-tried  probity  and  distinguished  administration  of  the 
Government,  have  shown  themselves  worthy  of  the  undi- 
vided confidence  of  the  nation. 

6.  Resolved,  That,  as  slavery  is  a  social,  moral,  and  civil 
evil,  and  the  great  cause  of  the  present  rebellion,  we  deem 
its  continuance  as  incompatible  with  the  exalted  mission 
of  our  nation  ;  and  hence  look  upon  the  efforts  of  the  pres- 
ent administration  to  inaugurate'  measures  for  its  ultimate 
extinction,  as  righteous  and  patriotic;  and  therefore  recog- 
nize also  the  so-called  Emancipation  Proclamation  of  the 
President,  in  his  capacity  of  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  siw- 
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pension  of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  as  constitutional 
auil  in  tlie  highest  degree  proper  measures  for  the  sup- 
pression of  tlie  present  insurrection. 

7.  Resolved,  Tliat  we  will  not  omit,  as  becoming  our  office 
and  work,  as  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  to  support  the  Gov- 
ernment in  every  proper  measure,  which  it  may  employ 
for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  the  restoration  of 
pe;ce,  and  that  we  earnestly  exhort  all  our  members,  ac-, 
coiding  to  the  ductrine  of  the  Bible,  and  profession  of  re- 
ligion, to  manifest  toward  the  Government  reverence, 
fidelity,  and  obedience,  and  not  to  neglect  to  pray  for  the 
same  and  the  welfare  of  our  country. 

8.  Res'ilDcd,  That  we  consider  the  political  partisanism, — 
where  the  interests  of  the  country  and  religion  are  made 
of  let s  imiiortnnce  than  party  interests,  and  are  sacrificed 
iuconsiilerately — as  entirely  unworthy  of  a  Christian  citi- 
zen :  and  tlieretbre  urgently  admonish  our  preachers  and 
members  to  abstain  from  all  such  folly. 

9.  Resolved,  That  we  appreciate  the  patriotism  and 
bravery  of  our  fellow-citizens,  who  have  sacrificed  the 
Comforts  of  domestic  life,  and  took  up  arms  in  defense  of 
their  country,  and  heartily  sympatliize  with  them  and 
tlieir  families,  and  remember  the  sufferings  and  sacrifices 
which  they  have  enduied  for  the  deliverance  of  the  Union 
and  ])reservation  of  the  Republic,  or  may  yet  endure,  that 
we  will  support  them  with  word  and  deed,  and  will  ever 
remember  th^m  in  our  jjrayers. 

10.  Resolved,  That  we  will  not  omit  to  call  upon  God,  to 
pour  out  Uis  Spirit  in  an  abundant  measure  upon  the 
Church  of  our  laud,  and  upon  the  nation  in  general,  that 
He  will  redeem  our  nation  from  its  sin,  eradicate  its  guilt, 
and  speedily  grant  us  a  just  and  permanent  peace. 

J.  J.  ESUER, 
K.  DUUp, 
H.  HUELSTER, 
M.  LAUER, 
J.  STOLL, 
A.  STAHLY, 
J.  FUCHS, 
S.  G.  EH  0 ADS, 

ConnHittee. 

MINORITT    REPORT. 

Whereas  the  majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
state  of  the  country  contains  expressions  which  we  cannot 
conscientiously  endorse ;  therefore  we  submit  the  follow- 
ing: 

Whereas  a  wicked  and  causeless  rebellion  is  still  raging 
over  a  great  part  of  our  country,  threatening  our  civil  and 
religious  liberties,  imperiling  the  glorious  Union  of  these 
states,  and  aiming,  as  we  believe,  at  the  overtbrow  of  our 
gloriotis  Republic;  and 

Whereas  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  its 
efforts  to  put  down  this  wicked  and  gigantic  insurrec- 
tion, should  have  the  undivided  support  of  every  citizen, 
who  loves  his  country,  and  the  heaven-born  institutions 
of  freedom,  bequeatlii-d  unto  us  by  our  fathers;  and 

Whereas  wo  recognize  the  hand  of  God,  in  the  destinies 
of  all  tlie  nations  of  the  earth;  therefore, 

Resolred,  That  while  we  deeply  deplore  the  existence  of 
this  fratricidal  strife,  and  the  necessity  of  bloodshed  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  Union,  nevertueless  we  believe  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  use  every  legitimate  and 
constitutional  means  to  suppress  the  abominable  spirit  of 
treason,  exterminate  rebellion,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
restore  peace  and  union  to  our  now  distracted  country. 

Resotred,  That  we  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all, 
especially  of  every  Christian,  to  sustyun  the  Government  in 
this  hour  of  peril,  by  prayer,  obedience,  and  every  proper 
means,  in  its  efforts  to  suppress  this  cruel  rebellion,  and  to 
pray  that  God  may  grant  wisdom  to  our  rulers,  and  effi- 
ciency to  our  arms. 

Res<jlvrd,  That  wliilo  we  acknowledge  God  as  the  Su- 
preme Ruler  of  the  universe,  and  the  Dispenser  of  the 
great  events  of  nations,  we,  at  the  same  time,  acknowledge 
these  calamities  to  bo  a  just  chastisement  for  our  national 
sins,  such  as  ingratitude.  Sabbath-desecration,  pride,  revel- 
ry, profanity,  infidelity,  slavery,  &c.,  and  the  present  con- 
flict, a  struggle  between  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  despot- 
ism ;  therefore  we  humbly  bow  to  the  chastening  rod  of 
the  Almighty,  conf'ss  our  sins  as  a  nation,  praying  that 
He  may  in  Uis  wrath  remember  mercy,  mitigate  the 
infliction  of  deserved  punishment,  and  overrule  this  com- 
motion, thai  the  nation  may  come  forth  purified,  Uis 
name  glorified,  and  His  purposes  accomplished. 

Whereas  this  terrible  struggle  has  been,  and  still  is 
fraught,  with  the  loss  of  property,  friends,  health,  life 
and  limb,  bringing  distress,  sorrow,  and  mourning  into 
many  families,  while  thousands  of  our  brave  fellQW-citizens 
are  still  undergoing  the  privations  of  soldiei-'s  life,  there- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  them  in  their 
losses  and  privations,  especially  with  the  sick  and  wounded, 


and  assure  then    of  our  prayers,  while  the  patriotic  dead 
shall  ever  live  fie.-li  in  our  memories. 

Whereas  Slavery  is  a  gre.U  monil,  social,  and  political 
evil,  one  of  the  primary  causes  of  this  unreasonable  rebel- 
lion ;  tiierefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  (hsapprove  of  the  entire  system  of 
Slavery,  and  fully  endorse  the  sentiments  expressed  in  our 
Church  Discipline. 

Whereas  much  injury  has  been  done  in  Christian  com- 
munities by  undue  participation  in  political  party  strife; 
therelore, 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  regret  that  some  permit  them- 
sel«-es  to  be  carried  away  by  such  party  strife,  and  indulge 
in  contemptuous  epithets,  and  thereby  lermeht  discord, 
and  alienate  brotherly  feeling  to  such  a  degree  that  the 
interests  of  religion  and  the  country  become  se'Condary 
matters  and  we  hereby  disapprove  of  such  conduct  aa 
highly  culpable  and  unworthy  a  Christian  and  especially  a 
minister. 

Whereas  in  God  alone  is  our  help  and  safety;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  call  upon  all  Christians,  everywhere, 
to  unite  with  us  in  giving  thanks  to  our  great  Bebefactor 
for  the  njany  tokens  of  Good,  which  He  in  the  midst  of  our 
calamities  manifests  unto  us,  at  the  same  time  confessing 
before  God  our  many  national  sins,  deprecating  His  wrath, 
and  with  us  call  upon  God  to  give  wisdom  to  our  Rulers, 
and  their  legal  advisers,  discretion  to  our  officers,  and 
courage  to  our  soldiers;  that  He  may  turn  the  hearta 
of  the  rebels  from  the  errors  of  their  ways ;  and  upon  the 
whole,  to  direct  the  course  of  events  that  victory  may 
perch  upon  our  banner,  the  tide  of  treason  may  flow  back- 
ward, rebellion  be  crushed,  and  the  balmy  days  of  peace 
and  prosperity  may  soon  retiun  and  smile  upon  us  again, 
and  the  Star  Spanijled  Banner  wave  over  the  entire  land  of 
the  free  and  home  of  the  brave. 

JACOB  YOUNG. 

VOTE    OF   THE    CONFERENCE. 

For  the  Majority  Repoet— Messrs.  J.  J.  Esher,  R.  Dubs, 
U.  Huclster,  M.  Lauer,  J.  Stull,  A.  Stahly,  .T.  Fuchs,  S.  6. 
Rhoads,  S.  Neitz,  J.  Yeakel,  J.  P.  Leib,  J.  Schell,  J.  Koehl, 
G.  T.  Haines,  L.  Snyder,  Fr.  Hoffman,  F.  Krecker,  U. 
Stetzel,  E.  Kohr,  J.  M.  Young,  C.  F.  Deininger,  L,.  May,  C. 
Lindeman,  A.  Niebel,  J.  Rank,  J.  G.  Pfeufler,  J.  L.  W  Sei- 
bert,  S.  B.  Kriug,  L.  Jacoby,  J.  D.  Jeniu,  M.  Lehn.  S. 
Weber,  F.  Herlan,  G.  F.  Spreng,  J.  G.  Ziuser,  John  Dreis- 
bach,  C.  M.  Reinhold,  John  Walz,  D.  Strohman,  G.  Haley, 
L.  Sheuerman,  C.  A.  Munk,  F.  Freeh,  C.  Cupji,  S.  A.  To- 
bias, C.  Hummel,  C.  Sh»fle,  Chr.  Augenstein,  E.  Mussel- 
man,  U.  Rohlaud,  Jos.  Schneider,  J.  G'.  Esher,  L.  Buehler, 
C.  A.  Schnake,  S.  Dickover,  1.  Kuter,  J.  Keiper,  M.  W. 
Steffev,  Joseph  Weber,  A.  B.  Shaefer,  G.  G.  Platz,  and  M. 
Hoehn.    62. 

For  tue  Minority  Report — J.  Young,  P.  Wagner,  S.  W. 
Seibert,  and  M.J.  Carothers.  4. 

CATHOLIC. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  arcertain  that  any 
council  or  body  of  the  Church  has  made  a  de- 
claration on  the  subject.  Several  of  the  Bishops 
have,  ou  sunilry  occasions.  Bisliop  Hughes 
undertook  a  mission  to  Europe  in  the  interest 
of  the  Government.  His  successor,  Bishop 
McCloskey,  at  the  late  thanksgiving  for  victo- 
ries, ordered  a  general  observance  of  the  day 
in  his  diocese,  with  appropriate  services  in 
the  churches.  Bishop  Wood,  of  Philadelphia, 
issued  this  paper : 

To  the  Clergy  and  Faithful  of  the  Diocese  of  Philadelphia : 
Greeting : 

We  cheerfully  call  your  attention  to  the  invitation  of  his 
Excellency,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  .an- 
nouncing the  recent  successes  of  the  Union  arms,  desires 
that  all  should  unite  in  thanksgiving,  supplications  and 
prayers  to  the  Great  Ruler  of  the  destinies  of  nations. 

Let  us,  therefore,  send  up  our  thanksgivings  to  God  for 
the  merciful  dispositions  of  His  Divine  Providence  in  our 
regard,  and  pour  forth  our  earnest  supplications  that  His 
Divine  blessing  may  descend  upon  us,  and  procure  for  us 
the  inestimable  fruit  of  national  harmony  and  fraternal 
union. 

We  request  the  Reverend  Pastors  to  recite  for  this  iMten- 
tion  at  the  last  Mass  on  Sunday,  the  Litany  of  the  Saints, 
and  to  add  such  devotions  as  they  may  deem  appropriate  to 
the  occasion. 

Pax  Domini  sit  semper  vobiscum. 

Given  at  Philadelphia  this  9th  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
1864.  t  JAMES  F.  WOOD, 

Bishop  of  Philadelphia. 
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Archbishop  Kenrick,  of  Baltimore,  September 
2,  1861,  issued  an  address  to  the  clergy  of  the 
diocese  of  Baltimore,  directing  the  use  "  on  all 
Sundays  at  the  parochial  Mass,"  of  a  prayer  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
authorities  generally,  being  tint  framed  by  John 
Carroll  and  prescribed  in  1*791. 

Archbishop  John  B.  Purcell,  of  Cincinnati, 
published  this  Address  on  a  like  occasion  : 

The  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Ohio  having,  in  conformity  with  a  most  proper 
and  a  time-honored  practice,  appointed  tlm  fourth  Thursday 
of  November  as  a  day  of  devout  thiinlisgiviug  to  the  Al- 
mighty God  for  His  mercies;  of  humiliation  for  our  sins; 
and  of  supplication  for  peace ;  we  hereby  ordain  that  the 
Catholic  congregations  of  this  diocese  bo  earnestly  exhorted 
by  their  pastors  to  meet  in  their  respective  chiirclies  on  the 
day  above  specified,  and  assist  in  becoming  sentiments  of 
gratitude,  penitence  and  prayer  at  the  great  Eucharistic, 
expiatory  and  impetratory  Sacrifice  of  the  New  Law. 

We,  Catholics,  have  largely  shared  in  the  blessings  of 
health,  abundant  harvests  and  exemption  from  th«  ravages 
of  war  which  God  has  granted  to  the  peoplo  of  the  North. 
Our  sins  have  as  largely  merited  the  chastisement  which 
has  overtaken  our  erring  brethren  of  the  South,  and  which 
has  cost  the  life-blood  of  so  many  thousands  of  our  own 
brave  soldiers  who  left  their  pleasant  homes  to  check  the 
advance  of  the  foe  and  confine  the  deadly  strife  to  the  bat- 
tle fields  on  which  it  madly  originated.  Our  hopes  of  future 
happiness  on  earth  are  vain  if  the  peace,  the  prosperity,  the 
progress  in  arts,  sciences  and  religion  which  have  distin- 
guished us  among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  for  fjurscore 
and  eight  years,  and  which,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  are 
mainly  attributable  to  our  Constitution  and  Union,  be  not 
continued  by  the  maintenance  of  that  Union  and  the  elim- 
ination of  those  defects  which  Christian  civilization  and 
oiw  own  experience  have  shown  us  the  Constitution  con- 
tained. It  therefore  becomes  our  solemn  duty  to  observe 
with  no  ordinary  fervor  the  National  holiday;  and  as  we 
cannot  enjoy,  and  should  not  desire,  peace,  happiness  and 
independence  except  in  the  society  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
we  .should  pray  for  and  promote,  by  every  means  in  our 
power,  their  welfare  as  well  as  our  own. 

We  confess  that  it  has  greatly  pained  us  to  hear  that 
certain  rash,  irreverent  and  thoughtless  men  of  our  com- 
munion have  denounced  and  abused  the  Government,  the 
Administration,  and  their  abettors.  Now,  God  commands 
us  to  bless  and  curse  not.  And  when  bad  men  cursed  the 
supporters  of  the  Government,  did  they  not  reflect  that 
they  cursed  the  more  than  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Cath- 
olic voters,  and  Catholic  soldiers  of  our  army  who  defend 
that  Government  in  the  field?  Did  they  not  reflect  that  its 
downfall  would  be  hailed  with  acclammatiou  by  our  own 
hereditary  oppressors,  across  the  ocean  ?  Did  they  reflect 
that  if  political  salvation  is  ever  to  reach  u  far  distant  and 
beloved  island,  it  must  come  to  it  from  these  United  States 
which  they  would  sever  ? 

There  is  no  justifying  cause  or  reason  to  curse  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Administration.  They  did  not  commence  this 
war.  They  could  scarcely  bring  themselves  to  believe  that 
it  was  seriously  commenced,  even  when  forts  had  lallcn  and 
tlie  blood  of  our  people  was  shed  by  the  hands  of  the  South. 
And  when  force  had  to  be  repelled  by  force,  when  armies 
had  to  be  raised  and,  therefore,  troops  to  be  drafted  to  raise 
the  blockade  of  our  rivers  and  stem  the  tide  of  aggression, 
what  more  did  our  Government  do  than  was  done  in  the 
South  ?  Where  in  the  North  was  the  draft,  the  conscrip- 
tion, enforced  as  ruthlessly  and  as  indiscriminately  as  in 
the  South  ?  Where  was  the  citizens'  property  confiscated 
without  compensation  for  the  alleged  uses  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  it  was  in  the  South  ?  We  have  conversed  with 
Irish  Catholic  refugees  from  Georgia,  from  Arkansas,  from 
Alabama  and  other  Southern  States,  and  we  know  how 
they  were  stripped  of  their  money  and  their  clothes,  and 
c;ist  into  prison  when  they  refused  to  go  into  tlie  ranks  of 
the  Confederate  army.  Many  an  Irish  laborer  told  us  in 
the  hospitals  here  and  elsewhere,  that  when  the  war  broke 
out  in  the  South  and  the  public  works  were  suspended, 
they  were  either  violently  conscripted,  or  had  to  enlist  or 
starve. 

We  do  not  adduce  these  facts  to  excite  unkind  feelings 
against  the  South,  but  to  put  to  shame  the  journalists  of 
tlie  North,  especially  the  Freeman's  Journal  and  the  Metro- 
politan Record,  of  New  York,  who  instigated  our  too  con- 
tiding  people  to  evil  words  and  deeds,  and  the  people  theni- 
eelves  who  patronized  such  journalists  and  were  duped  and 
deceived  by  their  mahguity. 

It  is  time,  therefore,  now  that  the  election  is  past,  that 
all  should  return  to  their  sober  second  thought,  and  that 
we  should  rally  round  the  constituted  authorities,  the 


'•  powers  "  which  the  Apostle  commands  tis  to  obey,  ai»d 
thus  presenting  an  undivided  front  to  the  enemy,  re-estab- 
lish the  Union,  without  which  there  can  be  no  panacea, 
present  or  prospective,  for  the  ills  they  suffer.  The  South 
beholding  us  thus  of  one  mind,  will,  we  devoutly  trust, 
hasten  to  make  peace,  and  we,  on  our  side,  will  show  them 
that  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  make  greater  sacrifices 
for  peace  and  union  with  them  than  ever  we  made  for  war. 

The  Reverend  Clergy  will  please  recite  the  Litany  of  the 
Saints,  in  union  with  their  beloved  flock,  before  Mass,  re- 
peating three  times  the  two  prayers  for  peace,  and  the 
prayer  :  O  God,  who  by  sin  art  offended,  and  by  repentance 
pacified,  kc.  JOHN  B.  PURCELL, 

Archbishop  of  Cincinnati. 

Cincinnati,  13th  Nov.,  ISQi. 


FBIEISTD  OB  QUAKER. 

YEARLY  MEETING  FOR  PENNSYLVANIA,  NEW  JER- 
SEY, DELAWARE,  AND  EASTERN  SHORE  OP 
MARYLAND,   1862. 

This  Address  was  adopted  : 

To  ike  PresideMt,  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States  of  America : 

At  the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends,  held  in  Philadelphia, 
for  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Slaryland,  by  adjournment  (rom  the  twelfth  day 
of  the  fifth  month  to  the  sixteenth  of  the  same,  inclusive, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two, 

The  following  minute  was  read,  united  with,  directed  to 
be  signed  by  the  clerks,  and  forwarded: 

This  meeting  has  been  introduced  into  a  deep  concern 
relative  to  the  present  condition  of  our  country.  Our 
minds  have  been  directed  to  those  who  preside  over  our 
National  Government,  and  gratitude  has  been  felt  to  the 
Great  llulcr  of  Nations  that  lie  has  so  far  moved  the  hearts 
of  these  that  they  have  decreed  the  District  of  Columbia 
free  from  slavery.  We  earnestly  desire  that  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  Nation  and  our  Congress  may,  in  thia 
season  of  deep  trial,  humbly  seek  Divine  guidance,  that 
under  this  influence  they  may  act  for  the  cause  of  justice 
and  mercy,  in  that  wisdom  which  is  pure,  jieaceable  and 
profitable  to  direct,  and  that  the  effusion  of  blood  may  be 
stayed. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  meeting  afore- 
said. MARY  S.  LIPPINCOTT, 

Clerk  of  the  Women's  Meeting. 
WILLIAM  GRISCOM, 

C'krlc  of  the  Men's  Meeting. 

YEARLY    MEETING,     1864. 

The  body  adopted  this  address  : 

To  the  President,  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  ofth» 

United  States: 
This  Memorial  of  the  Representative  Committee,  or  Meet- 
ing for  Sufferings  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends, 
of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  adjacent 
parts  of  Maryland,  respectfully  showeth,  that 

We  respect,  honor  and  love  this  Government,  which  we 
believe  Divine  Wisdom  has  placed  over  us,  and  because  of 
this,  we  desire  that  it  may,  in  no  particular,  be  found  striv- 
ing against  God,  or  persecuting  His  children,  however  hum- 
ble in  position  or  numbers  they  may  be. 

Under  the  present  law  of  Congress,  every  able-bodied 
citizen  within  certain  ages,  in  time  of  war,  is  liable  to  be 
called  upon  by  the  Government  to  bear  arms  in  its  defence. 

We  represent  a  peoplo  who  cannot  complj'  with  this  law 
without  disobeying  the  command  of  God  to  them. 

Neither  can  they  furnish  a  substitute  or  pay  any  equiv- 
alent or  fine  imposed  for  exemijtion  from  military  service, 
because  in  so  doing,  they  feel  that  they  would  implicate 
themselves  in  a  violation  of  their  cjnscientious  scruples  in 
this  respect. 

Wo  hold,  that  the  doctrine  that  human  governments  are 
ordained  of  God,  does  not  imply  the  infallibility  of  those 
who  administer  them,  and  gives  them  no  right  to  require 
us  to  violate  cur  allegiance  to  the  Almighty,  who  is  sover- 
eign Lord  of  conscience,  and  whose  right  it  is  to  rule  and 
reign  in  the  hearts  of  His  children. 

i'or  more  than  two  hundred  years  our  Society  has  held 
the  doctrine,  that  all  wars  and  fightings  were  forbidden  to 
thom,  as  followers  of  Clinist — differing  in  this  respect  from 
nearly  all  other  associations  of  men  claiming  the  Christian 
name. 

For  asserting  and  maintaining  this,  and  other  testimonies 
of  the  "  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  they  were  brought  under 
cruel  persecution,  enduring  the  despoiling  of  their  estates, 
incarceration  in  prisons  and  loathsome  dungeons,  and 
death. 

Through  this  long  season  of  darkness,  their  dependence 
was  upon  Divine  Power,  under  which,  their  patient  suffer- 
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lug  and  earnest  remonstrance  sbtained  in  some  degree  the 
favor  of  those  in  avitUority. 

For  the  free  enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  they 
came  to  this  land,  to  seek  amongst  the  so-called  savages  of 
the  wilderness,  immunities  and  privileges  denied  them  at 
the  hands  of  a  professed  Christian  nation.  Here  William 
Peun  and  his  friends  planted  their  infant  colony,  and  proved 
the  efficac  ■'  of  the  principle  of  Peace.  The  conflict  of  arms 
was  unknown,  and  history  bears  no  record  of  strife  between 
the  Indian  and  the  Friend. 

We  their  descendants,  now  approach  you,  not  alone  with 
a  view  to  shield  ourselves  from  suffering,  but  under  a  sense 
of  duty  to  God,  to  assert  the  sacred  rights  of  conscience,  to 
raise  the  standard  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  before  tlie  nation, 
and  in  Ilis  name  to  ask  you  to  so  modify  the  law,  that  it 
shall  not  require  those  who  administer  it,  to  bring  ilftder 
persecution  innocent  men  for  obeying  His  coumiands — "Ye 
are  my  friends  if  ye  do  whatsoever  I  command  you." — 
'■  Whether  it  be  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to  hearken  unto 
you  more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye." 

In  thus  defining  our  position,  we  enter  not  into  judg- 
ment or  condemnation  of  those  who  differ  from  us.  We 
appreciate  the  difficulties  that  surround  those  upon  whom 
rests  the  rcBponsibility  of  guiding  the  nation  through  the 
awful  perils  of  civil  war. 

We  apijeal  to  you  under  a  sense  of  suffering — afflictions 
and  mourning  suiTouud  us,  and  sorrow  hath  filled  our 
hearts. 

Many  of  our  young  men,  overcome  by  the  spirit  of  war, 
have  rushed  into  the  coutlict,  where  some  of  them  have 
found  an  early  death  ;  some  have  purchased  their  release 
from  the  draft  by  the  payment  of  money;  others  have  re- 
mained steadfast  to  their  faith  in  the  hour  of  trial,  thereby 
subjecting  themselves  to  the  penalty  for  desertion.  Trust- 
ing in  the  mercy  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  desire  that 
He  may  so  touch  your  hearts  and  understandings  with  His 
wisdom,  that  you  may  grant  our  petition. 

Signediiy  the  direction,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 
SAMUEL  PAKRY,  Clerk. 

Philadelphia,  1st  mo.  22<i,  1S64. 


UNITARIAN. 

CONFEKENCE    OF    THE  WESTERN    UNITARIAN  A.SSO- 
CIATION,  HELD  AT  TOLEDO,  OHIO,  JUNE,  1863. 

June — The  body  met  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
adopted  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas  our  allegiance  to  the  kingdom  of  God  requires  of 
us  loyalty  to  every  righteous  authority  on  eaxth;  there- 
fore, 

Resolvetl,  That  we  give  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  all  who  are  charged  with  the  guidance  and 
defence  of  our  nation  in  its  present  terrible  struggle  for 
the  preservation  of  liberty,  public  order,  and  Christian 
civilization,  against  the  powerful  wickedness  of  treason 
and  rebellion,  the  assurance  of  our  cordial  sympathy  and 
Bteady  support,  and  that  we  will  cheerfully  continue  to 
share  any  and  all  needful  burdens  and  sacrifices  in  the 
holy  cause  of  our  country. 

2.  That  we  bail  with  gratitude  and  hope  the  rapidly 
growing  conviction  among  the  loyal  masses  of  our  coun- 
trymen that  the  existence  of  human  slavery  is  inconsistent 
witli  the  national  safety  and  honor,  as  it  is  inconsistent 
with  natural  right  and  justice,  and  that  we  ask  the  Gov- 
ernment a  thorough  and  vigorous  enforcement  of  the 
policy  of  emancipation,  as  necessary  alike  to  military 
success,  to  lasting  peace,  and  to  the  just  supremacy  of  the 
Constitution  over  all  the  land. 

These  resolutions  are  in  harmony  with  the 
tone  of  Sermons,  Addresses,  and  Discussions, 
at  all  the  Annual  and  Semi-annual  meetings  of 
the  Unitarians,  since  the  war  began.  The 
central  body — the  "  American  Unitarian  Asso- 
ciation,"— by  rule  and  established  practice,  ab- 
stain from  organized  ecclesiastical  action. 
The  general  position  of  the  denomination, 
however,  is  well  known.  AVith  marked  una- 
nimity, its  leading  societies  and  ministers  have 
given  their  e  irnest  support  to  the  policy  of  the 
National  G^verument  respecting  Union,  Eman- 
cipation, and  Permanent  Peace.  The  accred- 
ited organs  of  the  denomination — the  Christian 
Examiner,  a  bi-monthly,  the  Monthly  Journal, 
the  Pieligious  Miscellany,  the  Christian  Regis- 
ter, and  the  Christian  Inquirer — have  inces- 


santly and  uncompromisingly  advocated  the 
cause  of  Union  and  Freedom  throughout  the  Re- 
public. One  of  their  ministers — Kev.  William 
Henry  Channing — is  Chaplain  of  the  present 
House  of  Representatives,  38th  Congress.  For 
the  subjoined  interesting  facts  I  am  in(tebted 
to  Rev.  A.  Woodbury,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  : 

'One  minister  of  the  Unitarian  Church  has  been  a  colonel 
of  a  colored  regiment;  one  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  same; 
one  a  captain  aide-de-camp ;  two  lieutenants  in  the  line, 
one  of  whom  was  killed  in  battle  ;  one  a  corporal  and  two 
privates.  The  Church  has  furnished  forty  (40;  chaplains, 
two  of  whom  have  been  killed  in  action,  and  on»  died  in 
the  service.  One  minister  is  a  secretary  in  the  office  of  the 
New  England  Educational  Commission.  Three  have  been 
engaged  in  teaching  the  freedmen  of  South  Carolina  and 
Mississip[)i,  one  of  whom  contriicted  a  fatal  disease  in  the 
course  of  his  labors.  The  Presidents  of  the  United  States 
Sanitary  Commission  and  the  Western  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion aie  ministers  of  the  Unitarian  church.  One  is  asso- 
ciate secretary  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission ; 
another  is  secretary  of  the  Western  Sanitary  Commission, 
and  a  considerable  number  have  been  engaged  in  missionary 
and  sanitary  labors  at  different  times  during  the  progress 
of  tlie  war. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  struggle  nineteen  tracts 
have  been  pubhshed,  entitled  as  follows :  The  Soldier'a 
Companion  (a  book  of  songs  and  tunes:)  The  Man  and 
the  Soldier;  The  Soldier  of  the  Good  Crt  ss  ;  The  Home  to 
the  Camp;  Liberty  and  Law,  a  poem  for  the  hour;  The 
Camp  and  the  Field  ;  The  Home  to  the  Hospital ;  a  Letter 
to  a  Sick  Soldier ;  An  Enemy  Within  the  Lines  ;  Wounded 
and  in  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy ;  Traitors  in  Camp ;  A 
Cliange  of  Base;  On  Picket;  The  Rebel;  To  the  Color; 
The  Kecruit;  A  Few  Words  with  the  Convalescent;  The 
Reconnoissance,  and  The  Reveille.  Twelve  of  these  were 
written  by  Rev.  J.  F.  W.  Ware,  and  the  residue  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Geo.  Putnam,  Rev.  Messrs.  Woodbury,  Collyer  and  Winkley, 
aild  Messrs.  Charles  E.  Norton  and  El  bridge  J.  Cutler.  Of 
these  no  less  than  496,000  copies  had  been  distributed  up 
to  July,  1864,  at  an  expense  of  about  JS,000.  The  Associ- 
ation has  also  sent  out  one  missionary  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  who  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  performance  of  hia 
duty,  and,  after  two  months'  confinement,  was  released  on 
his  parole.  Other  ministers  have  visited  the  camps  and  the 
hospitals  at  different  times,  and  have  done  a  faithful  mis- 
sionary work  as  opportunity  and  strength  were  given  them. 
Arrangements  have  recentl3'  been  made  for  the  more  ex- 
tensive distribution  of  Unitarian  publications  among  the 
ainiies  of  the  Republic.  To  the  amount  of  work  performed 
by  the  ministers  of  the  Unitarian  Church  are  to  be  added 
tlie  toils  and  sacrifices  of  the  laymen.  The  members  of  the 
Church  are  to  be  found  in  all  grades  of  the  army,  from  the 
drummer-boy  to  the  major  general,  and  among  the  officera 
and  sailors  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 


UNITED  BRETHREN. 

EAST      PENNSYLVANIA      CONFERENCE     OF      UNITED 
BRETHKEN  IN  CHRIST,    1863. 

March — The  body  adopted  these  resolutions: 

Whereas  our  beloved  and  prosperous  country,  by  the 
hellish  intrigues  of  designing  aspirants  after  power  and 
g-ain,  is  now  deluged  by  one  of  the  most  unholy  and  diabol- 
ical rebellions  that  ever  cursed  our  world,  thereby  endan- 
gering the  great,  good  principles  of  the  Government,  and 
threatening  to  overthrow  our  free  institutions,  and  the  de- 
struction of  our  blood-pmchased  and  heaven-sanctified 
liberties ; 

And  whereas  there  appears  no  honorable  or  righteons 
element  of  power  in  our  hands  to  put  in  force  to  subdue 
trtiison  and  cmsh  rebellion  but  a  resort  to  arms;  and 
whereas  an  enlightened  and  chi'istianized  people  may  em- 
ploy physical  force,  even  to  the  destroying  of  human  life, 
for  the  yirotectiou  and  preservation  of  its  subjects  and  the 
perpetuation  of  its  own  existence,  as  wo  have  in  the  follow- 
ing quotation  from  the  Scripture  of  Truth  :  "  For  there  is 
no  power  but  of  God;  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
God. 

"  Whosoever,  therefore,  resisteth  the  powers  resisteth  tbo 
ordinance  of  God,  and  they  that  resist  shall  receive  uuto 
themselves  damnation.  For  rulers  are  not  a  terror  to  good 
works  but  to  the  evil."  *  *  *  -'For  ho  is  the  minister  of 
God  to  those  lor  good.  Hut  if  thou  do  that  which  is  evil  lie 
afraid:  for  he  beareth  not  the  sword  iu  vain,  for  lie  is  tb« 
minister  i//G0T),  a  r.  cenger  to  execute  vengeance  upon  him 
that  doeth  evil.'     ThL-refore, 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  look  upou  the  action  of  the  so- 
named  •'  Southern  Confederacy,"  from  first  to  lust,  ad  • 
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rpcord  of  the  most  hellish  inhumanity,  nnrighteousness 
aiij  barbarity  over  kuowu  in  the  records  of  the-  nations. 

2.  That  we  louk  upnn  the  efforts  of  Northern  Copperlieads 
to  aid  Southern  miscreants  in  their  nefarious  worli  to  over- 
throw our  Ur.jverumcut.  as  beings  unworthy  the  protection 
oi  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  or  the  syiupathy  of  any  true,  loyal 
man. 

3.  That  we  do  moct  dtterminedly  condemn  the  assertions 
of  unholy,  di~loyid.  foulmoutlicd  and  designing  politicians, 
tnat  ministers  of  the  Gospel  are  the  cause  of  the  present 
rebellion. 

•i.  That  our  devout  sympathies  are  with  the  thousands  of 
our  fellow-citizens  who  are  enduring  the  privations,  suffer- 
ings and  duugers  of  the  army,  and  also  for  their  families 
and  friends  at  home,  and  that  wo  will  continue  our  earnest 
petitions  to  God  in  their  behalf. 

.5.  That  we  believe  God,  in  his  divine  providence,  has  put 
Abraham  Lincoln,  the  proper  man  in  the  right  place,  the 
Presidential  ch;ftr,  and  that  we  endorse  his  every  effort  to 
rid  the  country  of  the  most  heaven  daring  of  all  evils  and 
sins — human  shivery. 

6.  That  we  continue  to  offer  to  God  onr  sincere  prayer% 
for  our  President,  that  he  may  bo  sustained  in  his  great 
and  arduous  duties  by  divine  power,  and  that  every  loyal 
heart  may  beat  with  warmest  sympathies  for  him,  and  that 
heaven  may  mercifully  hold  his  heart  in  his  almighty 
hand. 

7.  That  wo  believe  that  the  deep-seated,  unnatural,  in- 
human, unchristian,  and  causeless  hatred  to  the  colored 
race, should  and  must  cease  to  render  ournation acceptable 
to  God. 

8.  That  we  will  endeavor  to  make  judicious  and  Christian 
ertTorts  in  our  diflereut  fields  of  labor,  publicly  and  pri- 
vately, to  collect  funds  to  send  missionaries  and  teachers 
among  the  now  free,  and  yet  to  be  freed,  colored  people. 

9.  That  we  approve  heartily  the  course  of  Governor  Cur- 
tin  in  his  e.Kertions  to  aid  the  General  Government  in  sub- 
duing the  present  cursed  rebellion,  and  in  his  eliorts  to 
save  our  State  from  the  fierce,  fiery  tread  of  traitorous  op- 
pressors and  cut-throats ;  and  that  we  hurl  back  with  con- 
tempt the  assailing  of  his  actions  by  Nortiieru  rebels  in 
tlie  press  or  private  conversation. 

10.  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions betaken  to  President  Lincoln,  by  Bishop  Markwood, 
assuring  him  that  there  is  unwavering  and  deeply-rooted 
loyalty  glowing  in  the  hearts  of  the  members  of  this  Con- 
ferurwe,  and  the  people  whom  they  represent. 


UNTVEKSALIST. 

GESERAL  CONVENTION  OF  UNIVERSALISTS,  1861. 

September  11 — The  body  met  in  New  York. 

September  19 — The  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Countrj — llevs.  L.  C. 
Browne,  A.  St.  John  Chambre,  and  Mr.  Dean 
Clapp — after  being  amended  to  read  as  follows, 
was  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  Our  country  is  now  unfortunately  involved  in 
a  war  occasioned  by  an  xmwarnintable  and  atrocious  rebsl- 
lion  against  its  government  constitutionally  chosen,  and 
the  success  of  which  would  jeopardize  the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  freedom  tliroughout  the  world;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  earnest  sympathy 
with  our  rulers  in  this  their  hour  of  trial ;  with  our  coun- 
trjmen  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  our  institutions,  and 
with  the  ministers  of  our  own  and  other  Christian  orders 
who  are  called,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  to  administer 
Cliristian  admonition  and  consolation  in  the  camp  and  on 
the  field. 

2.  That  we,  as  a  denomination,  pledge  our  earnest  labors, 
our  pecuniary  means,  and  our  heartfelt  prayers  for  the 
success  of  tlie  Federal  arms,  the  defeat  of  tills  unnatural 
rebellion,  and  the  speedy  return  of  an  honorable  peace, 
and  the  prosperity  that  has  crowned  us  as  a  United  Nation 
in  the  past. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Rev.  G.  L.  Demarest 
of  Ohio — but  not  published  in  the  Minutes — 
was  discussed  and  tabled,  and  re-discussed 
and  re-tabled. 

GENERAL  CONVENTION  OF  UNIVERSALISTS,  18G2. 

September  16 — The  body  met  at  Chicago. — 
Rev.  J.  S.  Dennis  of  Iowa,  Rev.  C.  W.  Riddle  of 
New  Jersey,  and  Rev.  A.  W.  Bruce  of  Massa- 
chusetts, were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Busi- 
ness. 


September  17 — Mr.  Dennis  reported  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions : 

Whereas  our  country  is  still  afflicted  by  the  bloody  strife 
that  has  been  precipitated  upon  us ;  andSvhereas  we  esteem 
it  the  fluty  of  every  loyal  citizen,  especially  those  repi'o- 
senting  the  moral  and  Christian  sentiment  of  the  land,  to 
declare  fealty  to  the  Government,  in  this  hour  of  its  peril, 
and  to  uphold  the  hands  of  those  in  authority  over  us  ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  while  in  our  judgment,  we  must  accept 
tlio  existing  strile  as  the  natural  and  inevitable  penalty 
of  our  national  infidelity  to  our  repubUcan  principles,  and  of 
our  attempt  to  reconcile  freedom  and  slavery  (which  are 
essentially  irreconcilable,)  we  reaewedly  express  our  faith 
in  the  justice  of  our  cause  and  in  the  certainty  of  our  final 
triumph  ;  and  renewedly  tender  to  the  President  and  his 
Constitutional  advisers,  the  assurance  of  our  sympathies 
amidst  the  great  responsibilities  of  their  position;  and  of 
our  hearty  suijport  in  all  proper  and  efficient  efforts  to  sup- 
press this  atrocious  rebellion. 

Resolvfd,  That  we  gratefully  record  our  appreciation  of 
the  patriotism  of  our  people,  and  of  the  valor  and  heroism 
of  our  soldiers;  and  that  while  we  honor  those  who  have 
relinquished  the  charms  of  home,  and  offered  life  as  a  sac- 
rifice for  our  country,  we  invoke  God's  blessing  upon  them, 
amidst  the  exposures  of  war,  and  ask  His  comforting  grace 
for  the  homes  that  have  thus  been  darkened,  and  for  the 
hearts  that  the  casualties  of  battle  have  bereaved. 

Resohed,  That  we  have  occasion,  amidst  the  events 
through  which  we  are  passing,  to  be  deoply  impressed  with 
the  reality  of  God"s  moral  rule,  and  to  learn  anew  the  les- 
son, that  neither  nations  nor  individuals  can  safely  defy 
His  law,  nor  hope  to  escape  from  the  inexorable  ordinance, 
that  sinners  must  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  doings. 

Aftei-noon  Session — Rev.  T.  T.  Goodrich,  of 
New  York,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  and 
of  our  attempt  to  reconcile  freedom  and  sla- 
very, (which  are  essentially  irreconcilable)  ;" — 
whi.;h  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  J.  Fletcher,  the  report 
was  re-committed — yeas  17,  nays  16. 

September  18 — Rev.  C.  W.  Bid'dle,  of  New 
Jersey,  offered  the  following : 

Whereas  our  beloved  country  is  still  afflicted  with  a 
bloody  civil  war,  and  a  determined  foe  is  striring  to  usurp 
the  authority  of  the  Central  Government  in  a  porti^jc  of 
the  land ;  and  whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  loyal  citizens 
and  organizations  to  acknowledge  the  blessings  of  good 
Government,  and  to  support  the  rulers  of  the  nation ;  and 
whereas  we  are  deeply  interested  in  the  present  contest  be- 
tween our  country  and  its  foes  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  re-aflirm  our  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  nation,  in  this  hour  of  its  pain  and  peril :  that  we  re- 
gard as  second  only  to  the  cross  of  Christ  the  glorious 
banner  of  the  country;  that  we  look  on  it,  in  this  strife,  as 
the  emblem  of  constitutional  government  and  the  symbol  of 
our  national  unity  and  life. 

Resolved,  In  the  words  of  Washington,  "  That  the  unity 
of  government  that  constitutes  us  one  people,  is  the  main 
pillar  of  our  political  independence  and  that  the  union  of 
these  States  under  one  Constitution  and  Government,  and 
the  maintenance  of  our  republic,  is  the  hope  of  the  op- 
pressed of  all  nations;"  that  we  find  in  dissolution,  the 
seeds  of  future  and  indefinite  conflict;  and  that  the  arm 
of  the  nation  must  be  stretched  forth  till  the  rebellion  is 
put  down. 

Resolved,  That  wo  tender  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  our  sympathy  in  his  efforts  to  maintain  the  integrity 
of  the  Government,  and  pray  that  by  a  vigorous  exercise 
of  all  the  energies  of  the  nation,  victory  may  perch  upon 
our  banner  and  peace  be  speedily  restored  to  the  land. 

Resolved,  That  we  implore  the  blessing  of  Almi,-hty  God 
on  our  Army  and  Navy,  that  they  may  be  presei-ved  in  time 
of  battle  and  triumphin  every  contest;  and  that  we  humbly 
pray,  we  may  learn  from  these  heavy  chastisements  under 
which  we  are  passing,  that  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in 
the  eiirth,  and  that  only  righteousness  can  exalt  a  nation. 

Rev.  J.  T.  Goodrich  moved  its  adoption. 

Rev.  L.  J.  Fletcher  moved  as  an  amendment 
the  adoption  of  the  preamble  and  first  reso- 
lution. 

Hon.  G.  I.  Parsons  of  Michigan  moved  to 
lay  the  report  on  the  table  ;  which  was  lost — 
yeas  9,  nays  14.  He  then  moved  the  substi- 
tution of  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  yes- 
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terday's  report;  which  was  agreed  to— yeas 
2G,  uays  9,  as  follows : 

YZA.S— Clerical :  A.  W.  Bruce  of  Massachusetts,  C.  H. 
Fav  of  Rhode  Island,  E.  G.  Brooks  of  New  York,  G.  W. 
Montgomery  of  New  York,  D.  Bacon  of  Pennsylvania, 
Marion  Croslev  of  Ohio,  W.  J.  Chaplin  of  Indiana,  II.  h\ 
Miller  of  Indiana,  A.  G.  Hibbard  of  Illinois,  James  Gorton 
of  Michigan,  J.  S.  Dennis  of  Iowa,  G.  W.  Lawrence  of 
Wisconsin — 12.  Lay :  Dennis  Britain  of  Vermont,  J.  W. 
Fairbanks  of  Massachusetts,  J.  A.  Darling  of  Rhode  Island, 
Isaac  Tinkey  of  New  York,  Aaron  D.  Miller  of  Indiana, 
John  Ileuston  of  Indiana,  Paul  B.  Ring  of  Illinois,  Hon. 
All  red  Knowles  of  Illinois,  A.  G.  Throop  of  Illinois,  Ilou. 
G.  I.  PiU-sons  of  Michigan,  Ilon.  W.  A.  Robinson  of  Michi- 
gan, C.  II.  Wright  of  Iowa,  H.  M.  Buttles  of  Wisconsin,  N. 
II.  ilemiup  of  Minnesota — 14.     Total, 26. 

Nay.-^ — Ckriciil:  L.  I.  Fletcher  of  Massachusetts,  C.  W. 
Biddle  of  New  Jei-soy,  George  Messenger  of  Ohio,  J.  P. 
Weston  of  Illinois,  J.  T.  Goodrich  of  New  York— 6.  Lay : 
Benjamin  Kelley  of  Maine,  Miuot  Tirrell  of  Massachusetts, 
Julm  Osborn  of  Massachusetts,  P.  P.  Demarest  of  New 
York— 4.    Total,  9. 

The  report  of  iTth  made  by  Mr.  Dennis,  was 
then  adopted,  as  substituted,  yeas  28,  uays  7. 
Same  as  loefore,  except  that  P^evs.  Mr.  Fletcher 
and  Mr.  Weston  changed  from  nay  to  aye. 

GENERAL    CONTENTION    OF    UNIVEESALISTS,     1863. 

September  15 — The  body  met  in  Portland, 
Maine. 

September  Iv — The  Business  Committee — 
Revs.  J.  G.  Bartholomew,  H.  R.  Walworth, 
and  A.  Battles — reported  these  resolutions  : 

Whereas  the  General  Convention  of  Universalists  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  has  ever  been  distinguished  for 
its  Ijyalty  to  Government  and  its  devotion  to  theprinciples 
of  freedom  and  humanity ;  therefore, 

liceolvfd,  That  in  tlua  time  of  national  peril,  when  the 
wicked  hands  of  a  blood-thirsty  rebellion  have  lieen  raised 
to  strike  a  death-blow  at  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  ol 
the  laud,  and  overthrow  the  liberties  of  every  citizen,  we 
rfcco.:,'nize  the  merciful  hand  of  Providence  in  the  constiint 
and  zealous  loyalty  of  the  great  majority  of  our  people,  as 
well  as  in  the  victories  which  have  recently  crowned  our 
arms ;  and  while  we  sSill  appeal  to  our  rolers  and  the 
people  not  to  abate  their  vigor  in  prosecuting  the  war 
until  the  rebellion  is  effectually  subdued,  we  yet  feel  that 
our  trust  must  be  in  God,  who  alone  can  give  us  permanent 
triumph. 

2.  That  we  renew  our  expressions  of  Christian  fidelity 
and  loyalty  to  the  Government,  and  reaffirm  our  confidence 
in  our  Chief  Magistrate,  whose  honesty  of  purpose  stands 
unimpeached;  and  that  we  recognise  in  his  Proclamation 
of  Jaiiuai-y  1st,  1SG3,  a  carrying  out  of  the  injunction 
of  Scripture  to  "  break  every  yoke  and  let  the  oppressed 
go  free." 

3.  That  we  recognize  the  wisdom  which  prompted  our 
fathers  in  their  struggle  for  National  Independence  to  arm 
the  negro  in  securing  our  freedom,  and  aru  sanguine  in 
the  belief  that  a  similar  policy  adopted  at  this  time,  which 
shall  call  the  blacks  to  share  with  the  whites  in  the 
perils  and  sacrifices  of  our  present  struggle,  and  secure  to 
them  the  blessings  of  a  common  freedom,  will  be  equally 
effeciual  in  re-establishing  order  among  us,  and  striking  at 
the  root  of  this  cruel  rebellion,  '^  so  that  when  peace  comes, 
it  luill  come  so  as  to  stay,  and  be  a  peace  worth  haviy\(j" 

4.  That  Mie  President  of  this  Council  be  instructed  to 
forward  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions. 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted.  On  the 
secohd,  the  vote  was  : 

XY.^s—CUriml:  A.  Battles,  F.  A.  Hodsdon.B.  F.  Bowles, 
Eli  Ballou,  T.  R.  Spencer,  J.  S.  Barry,  Benton  Smith,  A. 
M.  Rhodes,  Thomas  Borden,  H.  Blanchard,  C.  W.  Tomlin- 
Bon,  n.  R.  Walworlh,  Richard  Eddy— 13.  Lay:  Hon. 
Israel  Washburn,  E.  F.  Beal,  W.  A.  Vaughn,  Moses  Hum- 
phrey, E.  C.  Starr,  E.  C.  Fuller,  J.  M.  Sargent,  Benjamin 
Spinni^y,  G.  W.  Hall,  Willard  Goldthwaito,  H.  J.  Augell, 
Pa.'^chal  Converse,  James  Cooper,  N.  A'an  Nostrand,  G.  W. 
Barnes,  J.  J.  Van  Zandt,  David  Tappen— 17.     Total,  30. 

a ^YS— Clerical:  Q.  L.  Demarest  and  George  Messenger 
of  Ohio — 2.  Lay:  David  Tichenor  of  New  Jersey — 1. 
Total,  3. 

The  remaining  resolutions  were  adopted 
without  division. 


GENERAL    CONVENTION    OF    UNIVERSALISTS,    1864. 

September  20 — The  body  met  in  Concord, 
N.  H. 

September  21 — The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Country — J.  V.  Wilson  of 
Conn.,  P.  B.  Ring  of  111.,  and  Revs.  M.  Good- 
rich of  R.  1.,  Richard  Eddy  of  Penn.,  L  J. 
Fletcher  of  N.  Y.,  and  J.  M.  Usher  of  Mass., — 
was  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows: 

W'hereas  the  fearful  war  with  which  our  nation  has  been 
scourged  for  years  still  continues,  and  makes  additional 
demands  on  our  courage,  energy,  patience  and  faith;  there- 
fore 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  in  it  the  punishment  of  our 
people  for  their  persistent  arrogance  and  oppression.  We 
can  not  therefore  hope  for  the  return  of  peace  through 
efforts  to  rivet  anew  the  chiiins  of  the  bondman,  or  to  pei^ 
petuate  the  former  glaring  inconsistencies  between  our 
professions  of  love  for  liberty  and  the  support  of  slavery. 

2.  That  while  we  deplore  the  bloodshed,  costliness  and 
agonies  of  war,  and  earnestly  pray  for  peace,  we  yet  deem 
a  cessation  of  hostilities  which  leaves  it  unsettled  whether 
treason  is  to  be  rebuked  or  petted  and  fondled,  a  delusion 
and  a  snare.  If  followed  by  attempts  to  brile  tiMitors  to  re- 
turn to  a  nominal  allegiance  by  the  promise  of  surrendering 
to  their  vengeance  two  hundi-ed  thousand  colored  men,  who 
are  now  bravely  battling  in  our  armies  for  Union  and 
order,  it  would  show  such  dastardly  perfidy  in  our  Govern- 
ment, as  would  call  down  on  our  nation  the  stern  displea- 
sure of  a  righteous  God,  and  condemnation  from  all  good 
men ;  such  attempts  would  sound  the  knell  of  our  Union, 
the  shipwreck  of  our  country. 

3.  That  while  we  gratefully  accord  the  meed  of  praise  to 
Grant,  Sherman,  and  their  brave  associates  in  command  on 
the  land,  and  to  Farragut,  Stringham,  Porter,  and  the  other 
noble  commanders  on  the  sea,  for  their  valor  ami  skill,  we 
desire  to  place  on  record  our  admiration  for  and  gratitude 
tothe  common  soldiers  and  sailors,  who,  with  little  hope 
of  cUstinction  and  fame,  have  cheerfully  periled  their  lives 
for  country  and  humanity.  While  so  many  are  found  ready 
to  serve,  as  well  as  to  be  served,  to  follow  as  well  as  to 
lead,  we  will  not  despair  of  the  Republic. 

4.  That  while  we  recollect  that  it  was  not  alone  by  tbo 
sword  of  Joshua,  but  also  by  the  uplifted  arm  of  Moses, 
that  Israel  prevailed  over  Amalek  of  old,  we  recognize  the 
power  of  earnest,  trustful  prayer.  Most  reverently,  there- 
fore, will  we  continue  to  supplicate  the  God  of  Sabbaoth, 
that  Justice  and  equity  may  be  done  in  our  land;  that  an- 
archy and  misrule  may  be  checked ;  that  righteousness 
may  triumph,  and  peace  speedily  return ;  and  that  th« 
Lord  God  may  lilt  his  face  ujion  us  and  bless  us. 


YOUIsTG    MENS'    CHRISTIAN    ASSOCI- 
ATIONS. 

.1ATI0NAL  CONVENTION  OP  YOUNG  MEN's  CHRIS- 
TIAN ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND 
THE    BRITISH    PROVINCES,     1863. 

May — The  body  met  in  Chicago.  Delegates 
were  present  from  most  of  the  Northern  States, 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Canada  and  England. 
The  Association  was  presided  over  by  George 
H.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  and  passed  the 
following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  reaffirm  our  unconditional  loy- 
alty to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  our  de- 
termination to  alford  every  required  and  Christian  aid  for 
the  suppression  of  the  infamous  rebellion. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  gratified  by  the  steps  already  taken 
by  the  Administration  for  the  removal  of  the  great  sin  of 
slavery — "the  sum  of  all  viUanies" — and  must  express  our 
candid  conviction  that  the  war  will  last  so  long  as  its  cause 
morally  exists,  and  that  when  we  as  a  nation  do  fully  right, 
God  will  not  delay  to  give  success  to  our  amis. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  no  time  to  confound  liberty  with  law- 
lessness. We  cherish  the  dearest  boon  of  freedom  with  jea 
lous  vigilance,  but  remember  that  true  freedom  can  only 
continue  under  restraints,  and  exist  at  all  as  guarded  by 
law. 

Revived,  That  neither  is  this  a  time  for  doubtful,  timid 
measures.  The  counsels  of  time-serving,  self-seeking,  in- 
consistent politicians  are  not  to  be  hecdeii ;  but  the  loud 
voice  of  the  loyal  people,  the  heroic  demands  of  our  teeming 
volunteers,  and  the  vigorous  measures  of  unsellish  and  uu- 
compromising  generals  are  to  be  respected  by  those  wh(» 
rule  over  us. 
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Resolved,  That  we  remember  with  honest  gratitude  the 
n'>bie  aiul  immense  wurli  accomplished  bj'  tlio  YouDg 
Men's  Cliristiau  Association  of  our  land,  and  the  sanitary 
and  spiritual  fields  opened  up  by  the  providence  of  Uod  for 
our  willing  hearts  and  hands,  and  pledge  that  we  will  con- 
tinue to  pray  for  our  army  and  navy  and  to  meet  their 
wants  in  the  future  with  greater  fidelity,  if  possible. 


THE  AMERIOAlSr  BOARD  OF  FOKEIGN 
MISSIONS. 

October,  18G4 — At  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
Beard  in  Worcester,  Massnchusetts,  Rev.  Albert 
Barnes  was,  by  unanimous  vote,  grante  i  leave 
to  present  a  series  of  io^portant  resolutions 
vrithout  the  re'erence  of  the  same  to  a  special 
commi'tee.  The  preamble  and  resolutions  are 
as  following: 

Whereas  this  Board  is  called  upon  to  conduct  its  oper^" 
tions  at  an  important  crisis  of  our  country,  the  result  of 
which  must  materially  affect  the  missionary  cause  in  time 
to  come ;  and 

Whereas  this  Board  has  on  former  occiisions  expressed  its 
sense  of  the  system  of  slavery  in  our  country,  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  the  present  effort  to  overcome  our  civil 
institutions  and  to  establish  a  separate  government  iu  our 
land ;  and 

Whereas  the  missionaries  of  this  Board  have  with  entire 
unanimity  expressed  their  interest  in  the  cause  of  the 
country  in  its  endeavors  to  maintain  the  Uoverument,  and 
have  freely  given  their  sons  to  the  defence  of  the  nation  iu 
its  present  crisis ;  therefore 

Resolved,  1st.  That  this  Board  receives  with  affectionate 
sympathy  these  expressions  of  the  interest  thus  manifested 
by  those  iu  its  service,  and  the  sacrifices  thus  made. 

Resolved,  2d.  That  in  connection  with  the  purpose  to 
spread  the  Gospel  through  the  world,  the  results  of  the 
contest  on  the  cause  of  missions,  and  in  view  of  diffusing  a 
religion  that  will  be  everj"svhere  adapted  to  sustain  just 
civil  government  and  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  that 
shall  tend  to  deliver  the  world  from  the  oppression  of  sla- 
very, as  well  as  in  the  relation  of  its  members  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  land,  and  their  duty  to  sustain  that  Gov- 
ei-nment, — this  Board  expresses  its  liearty  sympathy  in  the 
efforts  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  and  gi-atefuUy  acknowl- 
edges the  divine  interposition  in  the  successes  which  have 
attended  the  arms  of  the  nation,  as  an  indication  that  we 
shall  again  be  one  people,  united  under  one  glorious  Con- 
stitution, united  in  our  efforts  to  spread  the  Gospel  around 
the  world. 

The  resolutions  were  seconded  by  Rev.  Dr.  Brainerd,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  unanimously  adopted,  the  audience  rising 
mi  masse  and  spontaneously  singing 

My  country,  'tis  of  thee, 
Sweet  land  of  liberty,  &c. 


UNITED    PRESBYTERIAN. 

The  following  arrived  too  late  for  insertion 
in  their  proper  place,  page  474 : 

GENEKAL    ASSEMBLY    OF    THE    UNITED    PRESBYTE- 
RIAN   CHURCH,    1863. 

May  27 — The  body  met  in  Xenia,  Ohio. 

June  4 — The  report  of  the  special  Commit- 
tee on  the  "  freedraen  of  our  Southern  States  " 
— Revs.  G.  C.  Vincent,  .J.  B.  Johnston,  John 
Van  Evton,  and  Elders  William  Walker  and  D. 
Mitchell — was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

That  in  the  interests  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
a  Board  be  created  for  this  special  purpose,  and  that  the 
fallowing  Constitution'  bo  adopted  with  a  view  to  secure 
the  objects  contemplated  : — 

CONSTITIITION    OF  IHE  BOARD  OF  UnSSIONS  FOR  THE  FREEDMEN 
OF  THE  SOUTH. 

I.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Missions  for  the  Freedmen, 
to  be  appointed  by  and  amenable  to  the  Assembly. 

II.  It  shall  consist  of  nine  members,  who  shall  hold 
their  oifice  three  years,  and  five  of  whom  shall  constitute 
a  quorum.  Of  those  first  chosen  three  shall  go  out  of 
office  annually  in  the  order  of  their  names;  and  thereafter 
three  shall  annually  be  elected  by  the  Assembly. 

III.  The  I'.oard  shall  be  located  in  the  City  of" Allegheny. 

IV.  The  Board  shall  meet  quarterly,  and  as  muchuttener 
as  necessary;  and  shall  hold  its  first  meeting  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1S6.3,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  in  the  Second  Church. 


V.  The  Board  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancies 
occurring  therein  during  the  year,  and  shall  be  styled, 
"The  Board  of  Missions  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
of  North  America,  for  the  Freedmen  of  our  Southern 
States." 

VI.  To  this  Board  shall  be  intrusted,  with  such  directions 
and  instructions  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  given  by 
the  Assembly,  the  supnrintcndence  of  the  Freedmen  Mis- 
sionary operations  of  the  Church. 

VII.  Tlie  Board  shall  make  to  the  Assembly  an  annual 
report  of  its  proceedings,  ijs  condition,  and  its  needs,  and 
shall  submit  for  approval  such  plans  and  measures  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  or  useful. 

VIII.  To  the  board  shall  belong  the  duty,  though  not 
the  exclusive  right,  of  nomin.alingand  appointing  Mission- 
aries and  Agents,  and  of  designating  fields  of  labor :  to 
tlium  shall  belong  the  duty  of  receiving  the  reports  of  the 
Corri-spondiug  Secretary:  of  giving  him  needful  directions 
in  reference  to  all  matters  of  business  and  correspondence 
intrusted  to  him;  of  preparing  for  the  Assembly  estimates 
of  all  appropriations  and  expenditures  of  money;  and  of 
taking  the  particular  direction  and  oversight  of  the  Freed- 
men's  missionary  work,  subject  to  the  revision  and  control 
of  tho  Assembly. 

IX.  All  property,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  and  perma- 
nent funds  belonging  to  the  Board,  shall  be  t.aken  in  the 
nama  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Assembly,  and  held  in  trust 
by  them  for  the  use  .and  benefit  of  "  Tiie  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America  for 
the  Freedmen  of  the  South." 

X.  Tho  Board  shall  have  power  to  enact  its  own  By-Laws. 

XI.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  changed,  unless  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  General  Assembly  present  at  any 
of  its  sessions,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  at  least  one 
day  previously. 

XII.  The  Board  shall  submit  an  abstract  of  its  condition, 
proceedings,  wants,  and  plans,  to  the  several  Synods  of  the 
Church  at  their  annual  meetings. 

As  some  Presbyteries  have  already  taken  action  upon  this 
subject,  and  have  agencies  on  tho  field,  your  committee 
recommend  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  doings  of  the  Presbyteries  of 
Wheeling,  Muskingum,  Chartiers,  and  1st  Presbytery  of 
Ohio,  be  recognized  and  approved,  and  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  Board  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  these  agencies  to 
report  their  doings  and  resources  to  saitl  Board. 

Resolved,  2.  That  such  Presbyteries  as  may  prefer  it  are 
hereby  authorized  to  select  their  own  mission  field,  pro- 
cure their  own  laborers,  and  conduct  their  missions  in 
their  own  way,  provided  that  they  report  to  the  Board  the 
location  of  their  respective  fields,  the  laborers  employed 
and  the  amoimt  of  funds  collected  and  disbursed. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  the  following  persons 
as  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions  to  the  Freedmen  of 
the  South  : 

Revs.  .1.  B.  Clark,  Charles  A.  Dickey,  J.  W.  Baine,  J.  G. 
Barnes,  W.  J.  Reid.  G.  C.  Vincent,  and  Messrs.  John  Dean, 
James  Robb  and  James  Mitchell,  with  power  to  fill  va- 
cancies. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  UNITED  PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCH,  1864. 

May  25 — The  body  met  in  Philadelphia. 

June  2 — The  following- report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bills  and  Overtures — Revs.  S.  Wilson, 
D.  D.,  S.  Wallace,  William  Davidson,  Wm.  M. 
McElwee,  D.  D.,  and  Elders  Jno.  Dean,  H.  War- 
nock,  Thomas  McAlister — was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Bills  and  Overtures  beg  leave  to  re- 
port on  three  papers  submitted  to  them  by  the  Assembly  ; 
the  first  from  G.  D.  Henderson  and  S.  Collins  ;  the  2d  from 
S.  Wilson  and  A.  M.  Elliott;  and  the  3d  from  S.  Livingston 
and  W.  M.  McElwee,  as  follows  : 

I.  The  paper  of  G.  D.  Henderson  and  S.  Collins  asks  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to 
President  Lincoln,  Secretary  Stanton,  and  Lieut.  General 
Grant,  emboiljing  the  following  items  : — 

1st.  An  assurance  of  the  deep  sympathy  and  earnest  co- 
operation of  this  Assembly  and  of  the  people  whom  we 
represent,  with  the  Government  in  its  present  trials  and 
worthy  efforts  to  maintain  the  principles  on  which  it  is 
based. 

2d.  The  great  satisfaction  we  have  enjoyed  in  observing 
their  rccogL-ition  of  the  facts — "  that  God  alone  can  organize 
victory,"  "  that  we  need  the  Divine  favor,"  and  that  we  are 
warranted  to  expect  this  favor  only  in  the  way  of  a  dutiful 
regard  to  His  will  iis  Governor  among  the  nations. 

3d.  An  assurance  that  we  gladly  recognize  this  favor  in 
the  successes  which  have  attended  the  movements  of  our 
armies  on  the  Potomac  and  in  Georgia,  and  that  it  is  only 
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in  the  continuance  of  this  favor  that  we  can  hope  for  final 
success. 

Tliat  an  address  of  the  nature  contemplated  in  the  paper 
of  tkese  brethren  should  go  forth  from  this  Assembly,  it 
appears  to  your  Committee,  is  Iiighly  proper.  We  therefore 
recommeud  for  adoption  tlie  following  resolution,  viz : 

Rcsiih-ed,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare,  at 
their  earliest  convenience,  an  address  such  as  the  paper  of 
these  bretlirea  contemplates,  and  forward  it  to  President 
Liucoln  aud  his  Cabinet. 

II.  The  paper  of  S.  Wilson  and  A.  M.  Elliott  asks  that  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  reptjrt  whether  any,  and  if  so, 
what  advice  should  be  tendered  by  this  Assembly  to  our 
National  Executive,  touching  the  mf/rality  of  retaliation  as 
a  means  of  preventing  the  continuance  of  the  cruelty  and 
barbarity  which  has  been  practiced  upon  our  soldiers  by 
our  rebel  enemies.  As  this  paper  was  presented  under  the 
impression  that  President  Lincoln  was  hentating  on  the 
question  of  retaliation,  your  Committee  think  lo  action  is 
needed  in  the  premises  by  this  Assembly,  as  we  have  been 
informed  that  the  President  has  already  decided  the,course 
to  be  pursued  by  him,  aud  that  retaliation  is  being  already 
practised  to  some  extent  by  the  Union  army.  We  there- 
fore recommend  that  this  paper  be  dismissed. 

III.  The  paper  of  S.  Livingston  and  W.  M.  McElweeasks 
for  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

That  this  Assembly  hails  the  Emancipation  Proclamation 
of  President  Lincoln  as  a  measure  of  high  military  import- 
ance and  necessity,  and  statesmanlike  in  striking  at  slavery, 
the  root,  cause,  and  strength  of  the  rebellion,  and  that  we 
recognize  in  it  the  voice  of  God  speaking  as  he  did  to  his 
ancient  people  Israel,  saying  by  it  to  us,  •'  Break  every  yoke 
and  let  the  oppressed  go  free."  The  Committee  present  this 
resolution  in  another  form,  and  recommend  that  in  this 
amended  form  it  be  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  without  expressing  any  judgment  on  the 
military  importance  and  necessity,  or  the  statesmanlike 
character  of  the  Proclamation,  we  hail  it  as  obedience  to 
the  voice  of  God,  calling  us,  as  he  did  his  ancient  people. 
Let  the  oppressed  go  tree  and  break  every  yoke. 


Action  of  Churches  in  the  Insurrec- 
tionary States. 

PRESBYTERIAN. 

PRESBYTERIAN    (OLD    SCHOOL)     SYNOD    OP     SOUTH 
CAROLINA,    1860. 

December  3 — Report  of  committee  unani- 
mously adopted,  closing  thus : 

The  Synod  has  no  hesitation,  therefore,  in  expressing  the 
belief  that  the  people  of  South  Carolina  are  now  solemnly 
called  on  to  imitate  their  Revolutionary  forefathers,  and  stand 
up  for  their  rights.  We  have  an  humble  and  abiding  con- 
fidence, that  that  God,  whose  truth  we  represent  in  this 
conflict,  will  be  with  us,  and  exhorting  our  churches  and 
people  to  put  their  trust  in  God,  and  go  forward  in  the 
solemn  path  of  duty  which  his  Providence  opens  before 
them,  we,  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  South  Carolina  Synod  assembled,  would  give  them  our 
benediction,  and  the  assurance  that  wo  shall  fervently  and 
unceasingly  implore  for  them  the  care  and  protection  of 
Almighty  God. 

Several  of  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Seceded  States 
held  their  regular  fall  meetings  in  1861,  and, 
without  exception,  passed  acts  of  separation 
from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  church,  and 
appointed  delegates  to  attend  at  Augusta, 
Georgia,  on  the  4th  of  December,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  General  Assembly  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy  portion  of  the  denomi- 
nation— which  was  done.  • 

1861,  July  24— The  Presbytery  of  South  Ala- 
bama met  at  Selma,  and  declared  severed  its 
ecclesiastical  connection  with  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  United  States,  and  recommended 
a  meeting  of  a  Confederate  States  Assembly  at 
Memphis,  on  the  4th  of  the  next  December, 
suggesting,  for  a  preliminary  convention,  if 
such  be  desired,  Atlanta  as  the  place  and  August 
I5th  the  time. 


CHARLESTON  (s.   C.)  PRESBYTERY,   (OLD  SCHOOL), 

1861. 

July  25 — The  body  met  in  Columbia,  when 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  relations  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
of  ten  other  adjacent  States,  and  of  the  people  thereof, 
with  the  other  Stales  and  people  previously  composing  the 
United  States  of  America,  have  been  dissolved,  and  the 
lormer  united  in  the  separate  and  independent  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  thereby 
making  a  separate  aud  independent  organization  of  the 
Cliurch  within  the  said  Contederate  States  desirable  and 
necessary,  in  order  to  the  more  faithful  and  successful 
fulfilment  of  its  duty  to  its  Divine  Lord  and  Master;  and 
whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  by  the  adoption  of  a  paper 
known  as  Dr.  Spring's  Resolutions,  ignoring  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  and  disregarding  our  rights,  privileges,  and  duties 
as  citizens  thereof,  enjoined  our  allegiance  to,  and  support 
of,  a  Government  foreign  and  hostile  to  our  own,  and 
required  us  not  only  to  yield  obedience  to  a  political  power 
which  we.  in  common  with  our  fellow-citizeas  ot  all  classes 
and  all  churches,  have  disowned  and  rejected,  but  also  to  act 
as  traitors  and  rebels  against  the  rightful  and  legal 
authorities  of  the  land  in  which  we  live;  and  whereas 
these  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  require  us  to 
continue  united  to  a  people  who  have  violated  tlie  Consti- 
tution under  which  we  were  originally  confederated,  and 
broken  the  covenant  entered  into  by  their  fathers  and 
ours ;  and  whereas,  the  said  action  of  the  Generi^l  Assembly 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  demands  of  us  and  all 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Conl'ederate 
States,  the  approval  and  support  of  the  wicked  and  cruel 
war  now  waged  by  the  other  States  of  the  former  United 
States  of  America  against  the  States  and  people  of  the 
Confederate  States,  against  our  fellow-citizens,  against  our 
friends  and  neighbors,  against  our  own  households  and 
ourselves;  and  whereas,  we  do  most  heartily,  with  the  full 
approval  of  our  consciences  before  our  Lord  God,  unani- 
mously approve  the  action  of  the  States  and  people  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America;  therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  tlie  Charleston  Presbytery, 

1.  That  the  ecclesiastical  relations  heretofore  subsisting 
between  this  Presbytery  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
the  United  States  of  America  are  dissolved;  that  we  do 
not  recognize  the  right  or  authority  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  adopt  the  resolutions  above  refeiTed  to;  and  that  we 
disown  and  repudiate  those  resolutions,  both  in  their  letter 
and  tiieir  spirit,  as  having  no  authority  over  us,  and  aa 
entitled  to  no  respect  or  consideration  from  us. 

2.  That  in  the  judgment  of  tliis  Presbytery,  it  is  expedi- 
ent and  necessary  that  the  Presbyterian  Churcbes  in  the 
Confederate  States  should  formally  separate  themselves 
from  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  and 
establish  a  separate  and  independent  ecclesiastical  organi- 
zation. 

3.  That  this  Presbytery  heartily  approves  of  holding  a 
Convention  of  all  the  Presbyteries  in  the  Confederate 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  this  whole  matter, 
securing  the  united  and  harmonious  action  of  the  whole 
Church,  and  devising  and  recommending  such  mea-surcs  as 
may  be  necessary  fully  to  organize  the  Church  in  the  Con- 
federate States. 

4.  That  this  Presbytery  will  proceed  to  appoint  two 
ministers  and  two  ruling  elders,  with  alternates,  to  attend 
such  Convention,  who  shall  be  authorized  toadvi.se  and  act 
with  similar  delegates  appointed  by  other  Presbyteries  in 
the  Confederate  States,  as  in  their  judgment  may  seem 
best;  the  action  of  said  d*  legates  and  of  the  Convention 
to  be  submitted  to  this  Presbytery  for  its  action  thereou. 

.5.  That  this  Presbytery  prefers  Atlanta,  Ga.,  as  the 
place,  and  the  15th  of  August  next  as  the  time,  for  the 
meeting  of  the  proposed  Convention,  but  that  our  delegates 
be  authorized  and  instructed  to  meet  at  any  time  or  place 
that  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  majority  of  the  Presbyteries 
appointing  similar  delegates,  previous  to  the  next  stated 
meeting  of  this  Presbytery. 

JOHN  DOUGLAS, 

'  Stated  Clerk. 

GENERAL       ASSEMBLY       OF       THE       PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES,   1861. 

December  4 — The  body  met  in  Augusta, 
Georgia — ?,5  ministers  and  38  elders  present. 

Same  day — A  Committee  consisting  of  James 
H.  Thornwell,  D.  D.,  TheodoricPryor,  D.  D., 
C.  C.  Jones,   D.  D.,  R.  B.  White,  D.  D.,  W.  D. 
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Moore,  D.  D.,  J.  H.  Gillesp'e,  J.  I.  Boozer,  R. 
VV.  Bailey,  D.  D.,  and  Frederick  K.  Nasli,  Min- 
isters;  J.  D.  Armstrong^,  Charles  Pbillips,  Jo- 
■eph  A.  Brooks,  W.  P.  Finlev,  Samuel  McCorkle, 
William  P.  Webb,  William  L.  Black,  T.  L.  Duu- 
lap,  and  E.  W.  Wright,  Ruli7ig  Elders — was 
appointed  to  prepare  an  Address  "  setting  forth 
the  causes  of  our  separation  from  the  churches 
in  the  United  States,  our  attitude  in  relation  to 
Slavert,  and  a  general  view  of  the  policy, 
■wiiich,  as  a  Church,  we  propose  to  pursue." 
Subsequently  tbe  Committee  reported  the  fol- 
lowing Address,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  to  all  the  Churches  of 
Jesus  Christ  throughout  the  earth,  greeting:  Urace, 
mercy,  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you ! 

Dearly  BjJloved  Brethren  :  It  is  probably  known  to  you 
that  the  Presbyteries  and  Synods  in  the  Confederate  States, 
which  were  formerly  in  connection  with  the  Cienera!  As- 
sembly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  have  renounced  the  jurisdiction  of  that  body;  and 
dissolved  the  ties  which  bound  them  ecclesiastically  with 
their  brethren  of  the  North.  Tliis  .act  of  separation  left 
them  without  any  formal  union  among  themselves.  But  as 
they  wore  one  in  faith  and  order,  and  still  adhered  to  their 
old  standards,  measures  were  promptly  adopted  for  givins; 
expression  to  their  unity,  by  the  organization  of  a  Supremo 
Court,  upon  the  model  of  the  one  whose  authority  they  had 
just  relinquished.  Commissioners,  duly  appointed,  from  all 
the  Presbyteries  of  these  Confederate  States,  met  accord- 
ingly, in  the  city  of  Augusta,  on  tho  fourth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ona  thousand  eight  hundred 
am!  sixty-one,  and  then  and  there  proceeded  to  constitute 
the  General  Assembly  of  tho  Presbyterian  Church  in  tho 
Confederate  States  of  America.  Tho  Constitution  of  tho 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States — that  is  to  say, 
the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  the  Largeraud  Shorter 
Catechisms,  the  Form  of  Government,  the  Book  of  Discip- 
line, and  the  Directory  for  Worship — were  unanimously  and 
solemnly  declared  to  be  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  in 
the  Confederate  States,  with  no  other  change  than  the  sub- 
Etitution  of  "Confederate"  for  "United"  wherever  tho 
country  is  mentioned  in  the  standards.  The  Church,  there- 
fore, in  these  seceded  States,  presents  now  tho  spectacle  of 
a  separate,  and  independent,  and  complete  organization, 
andi-T  the  style  and  title  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
Confederate  States  of  America.  I»  thus  taking  its  place 
among  sister  churches  of  this  and  other  countries,  it  see^ns 
proper  that  it  sliould  set  forth  the  causes  which  have  im- 
pelled it  to  separattj  from  tho  Church  of  the  North,  and  to 
indicate  a  general  view  of  the  course  which  it  feels  it  incum- 
bent upon  it  to  pursue  in  tho  new  circumstances  in  which 
it  is  placed. 

We  should  be  sorry  to  be  regarded  by  our  brethren  in 
any  part  of  the  world  as  guilty  of  schism.  We  are  not 
conscious  of  any  purpose  to  rend  the  body  of  Christ.  On 
the  contrary,  our  aim  lias  been  to  promote  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace.  If  wo  know  our  own  hearts, 
and  can  form  any  just  estimate  of  the  motives  which  have 
governed  us,  we  have  been  prompted  by  a  sincere  desire  to 
promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  efficiency,  energy,  har- 
mony, and  zeal  of  his  visible  kingdom  in  the  earth.  We 
have  separated  from  ourbretluen  of  the  North  as  Abraham 
Separated  trom  Lot — because  we  are  persuaded  that  the 
interests  of  true  religion  will  be  more  ctl'ectually  subserved 
by  two  independent  Churches,  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  two  countries  are  placed,  than  by  one  ucited 
body : 

1.  In  thi  first  place,  the  course  of  the  last  Assembly,  at 
Philadelpliia,  conclusively  shows  that  if  we  should  remain 
to:-''jther,  the  political  questions  which  divide  us  as  citizens, 
will  tie  obtruded  on  our  Church  Courts,  and  discussed  by 
Christian  ministers  and  elders  with  all  the  acrimony,  Idt- 
terness,  and  rancor,  with  wliich  such  questions  are  usually 
discussed  by  men  of  the  world.  Our  Assembly  would  pre- 
sent a  mournful  spectacle  of  strife  and  debate.  Commis- 
sioners from  the  Northern  would  meet  with  Commissioners 
from  the  Southern  Confederacy,  to  wrangle  over  the  ques- 
tions which  have  split  them  into  two  confederacies,  and  in- 
volved them  in  furious  and  bloody  war.  They  would  de- 
nounce each  Other,  on  the  one  hand,  as  tjTants  and  oppres- 
sors, and  on  the  other,  as  traitors  and  rebels.  The  Spirit  of 
God  would  take  his  departure  from  these  scenes  of  con- 
fusion, an<l  leave  the  Clmrch  lifeless  and  powerless,  an  easy 
prey  to  the  sectional  divisions  and  anji-y  passions  of  its 
members.    Two  nations,  under  any  circumstances,  except 


those  of  perfect  homogeneonsness,  cannot  be  united  in  one 
Chnrcli,  without  the  rigid  exclusion  of  all  civil  and  secular 
questions  from  its  halls.  Where  the  countries  cUffer  in 
their  cusroms  and  institutions,  and  view  each  other  with 
an  eye  of  jealousy  and  rivalry,  if  national  feelings  are  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  Church  Courts,  there  must  be  an  end 
of  liarmony  and  peace.  The  prejudices  of  the  man  and  the 
citizen  will  prove  stronger  than  the  cliarity  of  the  Chris- 
tian. When  they  have  allowed  themselves  to  denounce 
each  other  for  their  national  peculiarities, it  will  be  hard  to 
join  in  cordial  fellowship  as  members  of  the  same  spiritual 
family.  Much  more  must  this  be  the  case  where  the  na- 
tions are  not  simply  rivals,  but  enemies — when  they  hate 
each  other  with  a  cruel  hatred — when  they  are  engaged  in 
a  ferocious  and  Iiloody  war,  and  when  the  worst  passions 
of  human  nature  are  stirred  to  their  very  depths.  An  As- 
semlily  composed  of  representatives  from  two  such  coun- 
tries, could  have  no  security  for  peace  except  in  a  steady, 
uncompromising  adherence  to  the  Scriptural  principle,  that 
it  would  know  no  man  after  the  llesh;  that  it  would  abolish 
the  distinctions  of  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  and  live,  and 
recognize  nothing  but  the  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus. 
The  moment  it  permits  itself  to  know  tho  Confederate  or 
the  United  States,  the  moment  its  members  meet  as  citizens 
of  these  countries,  our  political  differences  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  tho  house  of  God,  and  tho  passions  of  the  forum 
will  expel  the  spirit  of  holy  love  and  of  Christian  com- 
munion. 

We  cannot  condemn  a  man,  in  one  breath,  as  unfaithful 
to  the  most  solem^  earthly  interests — his  country  and  his 
race — and  commend  him  in  tho  next  as  a  loy:'l  iiiid  faithful 
servant  of  his  God.  If  wo  distrust  his  patriotism,  our  con- 
fidence is  apt  to  be  very  measured  in  his  pi'ty.  The  old 
adage  will  ludd  hero  as  in  other  things,  J'alsus  in  uno, 
falsus  in  omnibus. 

The  only  conceivable  condition,  therefore,  upon  which 
the  Church  of  tho  North  and  the  South  could  remain 
together  as  one  body,  with  any  prospect  of  success,  is  tlie 
rigorous  exclusion  of  the  questions  and  passions  of  the 
forum  from  its  halls  of  debate.  This  is  what  always  onght 
to  be  done.  The  provinces  of  Church  and  State  are  per- 
fectly distinct,  and  the  one  has  no  right  to  usurp  the  juris- 
diction of  the  other.  Tho  State  is  a  natural  institute, 
founded  in  the  constitution  of  man  as  moral  and  social, 
and  designed  to  realize  the  idea  of  justice.  It  is  the 
society  of  rights.  The  Church  is  a  supernatural  institute, 
founded  in  tho  facts  of  redemption,  and  is  designed  to 
realize  the  idea  of  grace.  It  is  the  society  of  the  redeemed. 
The  State  aims  at  social  order,  tho  Church  at  spiritual 
holiness.  The  State  looks  to  the  visible  and  outward,  the 
Church  is  concerned  for  the  invisible  and  inward.  Tlie 
badge  of  the  State's  authority  is  the  sword,  by  which  it 
becomes  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a  praise  to  them  that 
do  well.  The  badge  of  the  Church's  authority  is  the  keys, 
by  which  it  opens  and  shuts  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
according  as  men  are  believing  or  impenitent.  The  power 
of  the  Church  is  exclusively  spiritual,  that  of  the  State 
includes  the  exercise  of  force.  The  Constitution  of  the 
Church  is  a  Divine  revelation — tho  Constitution  of  the 
State  must  be  determined  by  human  reason  and  the  course 
of  Providential  events.  The  Church  has  no  right  to  con- 
struct or  modify  a  government  for  the  State,  and  the  State 
has  no  right  to  frame  a  creed  or  polity  for  the  Church. 
They  are  as  planets  moving  in  different  orbits,  and  unless 
each  is  confined  to  its  own  track,  the  consequences  may  be 
as  disastrous  in  the  moral  world  as  thecollision  of  different 
spheres  in  the  world  of  matter.  It  is  true  that  there  is  a 
point  at  which  their  respective  jurisdictions  seem  to  meet 
— in  the  idea  of  duty.  But  even  duty  is  viewed  by  each  in 
very  different  lights.  The  Church  enjoins  it  as  obedience 
to  God,  and  the  State  enforces  it  ;is  the  safeguard  of  order. 
But  there  can  be  no  collision,  unless  one  or  the  other 
blunders  as  to  the  things  that  are  materially  right.  When 
the  State  makes  wicked  laws,  contradicting  the  eternal 
principles  of  rectitude,  tho  Church  is  at  liberty  to  testify 
against  them,  and  humbly  to  petition  that  they  may  be 
repealed.  In  like  manner,  if  tho  Church  becomes  seditious 
and  a  distu  her  of  the  peace,  the  State  has  a  right  to  abate 
the  nuisance.  In  ordinary  cases,  however,  there  is  not 
likely  to  bn  a  collision.  Among  a  Cliristian  people,  there 
is  little  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  radical  distinctions 
of  right  and  wrong.  The  only  serious  danger  is  where 
moral  duty  is  conditioned  upon  a  political  question.  Un- 
der the  pretext  of  inculcating  duty,  the  Church  may  usurp 
the  power  to  determine  the  question  which  conditions  it, 
and  thct  is  precisely  what  she  is  debarred  from  doing. 
The  condition  must  be  given.  She  must  accept  it  from  the 
State,  and  then  her  own  cour.se  is  clear.  If  Cajsar  is  your 
master,  then  pay  tribute  to  him;  but  whether  tho  "if" 
hohls,  whether  Cfesar  is  your  master  or  not,  whether  he 
ever  had  any  just  authority,  whether  he  now  retains  it,  or 
has  forfeited  it,  these  are  points  which  the  Church  haa  no 
commission  to  adjudicate. 

Had  these  principles  been  steadilir  maintained  by  th« 
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Aseembly  at  Philadelphia,  it  is  possible  that  the  ecclesias- 
tical s-^paratioii  of  the  North  and  the  South  might  hare 
been  deferred  for  years  to  come.  Our  Pi-esbyteriee,  many 
of  them,  clung  with  tenderness  to  the  recollections  of  the 
past.  Sacred  memories  gathered  around  that  veneralilo 
Church  which  had  brmisted  niHuy  a  storm  and  trained  our 
£ithers  for  glory.  It  had  always  been  distinguished  for  its 
conservative  influence,  and  many  fondly  hoped  that,  even 
in  the  present  omergeircy.  it  wouUl  raise  its  placid  and 
B«rene  head  above  the  tumults  of  popular  passion,  and  bid 
defiance  to  tlie  angry  billows  which  rolled  at  its  feet.  We 
expected  it  to  bow  in  reverence  only  at  the  name  of  Jesus. 
Many  dreamed  that  it  would  utterly  refuse  to  know  either 
Confederates  or  Federalists,  and  utterly  refuse  to  give  any 
authoritative  degree  without  a  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord."  It 
was  ardently  desired  that  the  sublime  spectacle  might  be 
presented  of  one  Church  upon  earth  combining  in  cordial 
fellowship  and  in  Iioly  love — the  disciples  of  Jesus  in 
different  and  even  hostile  lauds.  Eut,  alas  !  for  the  wealc- 
ne.<s  of  nvin,  these  golden  visions  were  soon  dispelled. 
The  first  thing  wliich  roused  our  Presbyteries  to  look  the 
question  of  separation  seriously  in  the  face,  was  the  course 
of  the  Assembly  in  venttiring  to  determine,  as  a  Court  of 
Jesus  Christ,  which  it  did  l)y  necessary  implication,  the 
true  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
as  to  the  kind  of  government  it  intended  to  form.  A 
political  theory  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  pro- 
pounded, which  made  secession  a  crime,  theseceding  States 
rebellious,  and  the  citizens  who  obeyed  them  traitors.  We 
say  nothing  here  as  to  the  righteousness  or  unrighteous- 
ness of  these  decrees.  What  wo  maintain  is,  that,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  the  Church  had  no  right  to  make  them — 
she  transcended  lier  sphere,  and  usurped  the  duties  of  the 
State.  The  discussion  of  these  questions,  we  are  sorry  to 
»dd,  was  in  the  spirit  and  temper  of  partizan  declaimers. 
Tlie  Assembly,  driven  from  its  ancient  moorings,  was 
tossed  to  and  fro  l)y  the  waves  of  popular  passion.  Like 
Pilate,  it  obeyed  tlie  clamor  of  the  multitude,  and  though 
acting  in  the  name  of  Jesu-^,  it  kissed  the  sceptre  and 
bowed  the  knee  to  the  mand:ite3  of  Northern  phrenzy. 
The  Church  was  converted  into  the  forum,  and  the  Assem- 
bly was  henceforward  to  become  the  arena  of  sectional 
divisions  and  national  animosities. 

Wo  frankly  admit  that  the  mere  unconstitutionality  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  Assembly  is  not,  in  itself  con- 
•idered,  a  sufficient  ground  of  separation.  It  is  the  conse- 
quences of  these  proceedings  whicli  make  them  so 
offensive.  It  is  the  door  which  they  open  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  worst  passions  of  human  nature  into  the 
deliberations  of  Church  Courts.  The  spirit  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, if  allowed  to  prevail,  would  forever  banish  peace 
from  the  Church,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  Iiopc  that  the 
tide  which  hr.s  liegun  to  flow  can  soon  be  arrested.  The 
two  Confederacies  liato  each  more  intensely  now  than  they 
did  in  May,  and  if  their  citizens  should  come  together 
npon  the  same  floor,  whatever  might  be  the  errand  that 
brijught  them  tlnre,  they  could  not  be  restrained  from 
smiting  eacli  other  with  the  list  of  wickedness.  For  the 
sake  of  peace,  therefore,  for  Cliristian  charity,  for  the 
honor  of  the  Church,  and  for  the  glory  of  God,  we  have 
been  constrained,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  to  remove  all 
occasion  of  offence.  We  have  (piictly  separated,  and  we 
are  grateful  to  God  that,  while  leaving  for  the  sake  of 
peace,  we  leave  it  with  the  humble  consciousness  that  we, 
ourselves,  have  never  given  occasion  to  break  the  peace. 
Wo  have  never  confounded  Cresar  and  Christ,  and  we  liave 
never  mixed  the  issues  of  this  world  with  the  weighty 
matters  that  properly  belong  to  us  as  citizens  of  the  King- 
dom of  God. 

2.  Though  the  immediate  occasion  of  separation  was  the 
course  of  the  General  Assembly  at  Philadelphia  in  relation 
to  the  Fei!eral  Government  and  the  war,  yet  there  is 
another  ground  on  which  tlio  independent  organization  of 
tlie  Southern  Church  can  be  amply  and  scripturally  main- 
tained. The  unity  of  the  Clnirch  does  not  require  a 
formal  bond  of  union  among  all  the  congregations  of 
believers  throughout  the  earth.  It  does  not  demand  a 
THSt  imperial  nh}narchy  like  that  of  Kome,  nor  a  strictly 
nuiversal  oaiiicil,  like  that  to  which  the  complete  develop- 
ment of  Presbyterianism  would  naturally  give  rise.  The 
Church  Catholic  is  one  in  Christ,  but  it  is  not  necessarily 
one  visible,  all-absorbing  organization  upon  earth.  There 
is  no  schism  where  there  is  no  breach  of  charity. 

Churches  may  bo  perfectly  at  one  in  every  principle  of 
faith  and  orcU^'r,  ami  yet  "geographically  distinct,  and 
mutually  indi^iKudent.  As  the  unity  of  the  human  race 
is  not  disturbed  liy  its  division  into  countries  and  nations, 
80  tlie  unity  of  the  spiritual  seed  of  Christ  is  neither 
broken  nor  impaired  by  separation  and  division  into  vari- 
ous Church  constitutions.  Accordingly,  in  the  Protestant 
countries,  Cliurch  organizations  have  followed  national 
lines.  The  Calvinistic  Churches  of  Switzerland  are  distinct 
from  the  Reformed  Church  of  France.  Tlie  Presbyterians 
of  Ii'eland  belong  to  a  difl'ereut  Church  from  thu  Presby- 


terians of  Scotl.nnd,  and  the  Presbyterians  of  this  country 
constitute  a  Church,  in  like  manner,  distinct  from  all  other 
Churches  on  the  globe.  Tliat  the  division  into  national 
Churches,  that  is,  Churclies  bounded  by  national  lines,  is, 
in  the  present  condition  of  human  nature,  a  beuelit,  beems 
to  us  too  obvious  for  proof.  It  realizes  to  the  Church  Catho- 
lic all  tlie  advantages  of  a  division  of  labor.  It  makes  a 
Church  organization  homogeneous  and  compact — it  stimti- 
lates  holy  rivalry  and  zeal — it  removes  all  grounds  of 
suspicion  and  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  State,  What  ia 
lost  in  expansion  ia  gained  in  energy.  The  Church  Catho- 
lic, as  thus  divided,  and  yet  spiritually  one,  divided,  but 
not  rent,  is  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the  great  pliilosophi- 
cal  principle  which  pervades  all  n.ature — the  co-existence 
of  the  one  with  tlie  many. 

If  it  is  desirable  that  each  nation  should  contain  a  sepa- 
rate and  an  independent  Church,  the  Presbyteries  of  these 
Confederate  States  need  no  apology  for  bowing  to  the 
decree  of  Providence,  which,  in  withdrawing  their  country 
trom  the  government  of  the  United  States,  has.  at  the 
Same  time,  determined  that  they  should  withdraw  from 
the  Church  of  their  lathers.  It  is  not  that  they  have 
ceased  to  love  it — not  that  they  have  abjured  its  ancient 
principles,  or  forgotten  its  glorious  history.  It  is  to  give 
these  same  principles  a  richer,  freer,  fuller  development 
among  ourselves  than  they  possibly  ccJhld  receive  under 
foreign  culture.  It  is  precisely  because  we  love  that 
Churcli  as  it  was,  and  that  Church  as  it  should  be,  that  we 
have  resolved,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  realize  its  grand  idea 
in  the  country,  and  under  the  Government  where  God  has 
cast  our  lot.  AVith  the  supreme  control  of  ecclesiastic^al 
affairs  in  our  hands,  we  may  be  able,  in  some  competent 
measure,  to  consummate  this  result.  In  subjection  to  a 
foreign  power,  we  could  no  more  accomplish  it  than  the 
Chinch  in  the  United  States  could  have  been  developed  in 
dependence  upon  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland. 
The  dilBculty  there  would  have  been,  not  the  distance  of 
Edinburgh  from  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Charleston, 
but  the  difference  in  the  manners,  habits,  customs,  and 
ways  of  thinking,  the  social,  civil,  and  political  iiistitutioua 
of  the  people.  These  same  difiiculties  exist  in  relation  to 
the  Confederate  ami  United  States,  and  render  it  eminent- 
ly proper  that  the  Church  in  each  should  be  as  separate 
and  indi-pciiileiit  as  the  Governments. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  is  one  difference  which  so  radical- 
ly and  fiindamuutally  distinguishes  the  North  and  the  South, 
that  it  is  b(^coming  every  day  more  and  more  apparent 
that  the  religious,  as  well  as  the  secular,  interests  of  both 
will  bo  more  effectually  promoted  by  a  complete  and 
lasting  separation.  The  antagonism  of  Northern  and 
Southern  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  slavery  lies  at  the 
root  of  all  the  dithcultics  which  have  resulted  in  the 
dismemberment  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  involved  us  in 
the  horrors  of  an  unn^itural  war.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  has  been  enabled  by  Divine 
grace  to  pursue,  for  the  most  part,  an  eminently  conser- 
vative, because  a  thoroughly  scriptural,  policy  in  relation 
t  I  this  delicate  question.  It  has  planted  itself  upon  the 
Word  of  God,  and  utterly  refused  to  make  slaveholding  a 
sin,  or  non-slaveholding  a  term  of  communion.  But 
though  both  sections  are  agree<l  as  to  this  general  principle, 
it  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  the  North  exercises  a  deep 
and  settled  antipathy  to  slavery  itself,  while  the  South  ia 
equally  zealous  in  its  defence.  Recent  events  can  have  no 
other  effect  than  to  confirm  the  antipathy  on  the  one  hand 
and  strengthen  the  attachment  on  the  other.  The  North- 
ern section  of  the  Cluiich  stands  in  the  awkward  predica- 
ment  of  maintaining,  in  one  breath,  that  slavery  is  an 
evil  which  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  of  asserting  in  the 
next,  that  it  is  not  a  sin  to  be  visited  by  exclusion  from 
communion  of  the  saints.  The  consequence  is,  that  it 
plays  partly  into  the  hands  of  abolitionists. and  partly  into 
the  hands  of  slaveholders,  and  weakens  its  influence  with 
both.  It  occupies  the  position  of  a  prevaricating  witness 
whom  neither  party  will  trust.  It  would  be  better,  there- 
fore, for  the  moral  power  of  the  Northern  section  of  the 
Church  to  get  entirely  quit  of  the  subject.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  intuitively  obvious  that  the  Southern  section  of 
the  Church,  while  even  partially  under  llie control  of  those 
who  are  hostile  to  slavery,  can  never  have  free  and  unim- 
peded access  to  the  slave  population.  Its  ministers  and 
elders  will  always  be  liable  to  some  degree  of  suspicion. 
In  the  present  circumstances.  Northern  alliance  would  be 
absolutely  fatal.  It  would  utterly  preclude  the  Church 
from  a  wide  and  commanding  field  of  usefulness.  This  is 
too  dear  a  price  to  be  paid  for  a  nominal  union.  We  can- 
not afford  to  give  up  these  millions  of  souls  and  consign 
them,  so  far  as  our  efforts  are  concerned,  to  hopeless  perdi- 
tion, for  the  sake  of  preserving  an  outward  unity  which, 
after  all,  is  an  empty  shadow.  If  we  would  gird  ourselves 
heartily  and  in  earnest,  for  the  work  which  God  has  set  be- 
fore us,  we  must  have  the  control  of  our  ecclesiastical 
affairs,  and  declare  ourselves  separate  and  indop(>ndi'nt. 

And  here  we  Tiiay  venture  to  lay  before  the  Christian 
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world  our  views  as  a  Church,  upon  the  suliject  of  slavery. 
We  beg  u  camliil  hearing. 

In  tlvi  first  place,  we  would  have  it  distinctly  under- 
stood that,  in  our  ecclesia-stical  capacity,  we  are  neither 
the  friends  nor  the  foes  of  slavery;  that  is  to  say,  we  have 
no  commission  either  to  propagate  or  abolish  it.  The 
policy  of  its  existence  or  non-existence  is  a  question  wliii'h 
exclusively  belongs  to  the  State.  We  have  no  right,  as  a 
Church,  to  enjoin  it  as  a  duty,  or  to  condemn  it  as  a  sin. 
Our  business  is  with  the  duties  which  spring  from  the 
relation ;  the  duties  of  the  masters  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  their  slaves  on  the  other.  These  duties  we  are  to 
prod.aim  and  enforce  with  spiritual  sanctions.  The  social, 
civil,  political  problems  connected  with  this  gi-eat  subject 
transcend  our  sphere,  as  God  has  not  entrusted  to  }Iis 
Church  the  organization  of  society,  the  construction  of 
Government,  nor  the  allotment  of  individuals  to  their 
various  stations.  The  Church  has  as  nuich  right  to  preach 
to  the  nKmarchies  of  Europe,  and  the  despotism  of  Asia, 
the  doctrines  of  i-epublican  equality,  as  to  preach  to  the 
Governments  of  the  South  the  extirpation  of  slavery. 
This  position  is  impregnable,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
slavery  is  a  sin.  Upon  every  other  hypothesis,  it  is  so  clearlj' 
a  question  for  the  State,  that  the  propn.^ition  would  never 
for  a  momant  have  been  doubted,  had  there  not  been  a 
foregone  conclusion  in  relation  to  its  moral  character.  Is 
slavery,  then,  a  sin? 

In  answering  this  question,  as  a  Church,  let  it  bo  dis- 
tinctly borne  in  mind  that  the  only  rule  of  judgment  is 
the  written  word  of  God.  The  Church  knows  nothing  of 
the  intuitions  of  reason  or  the  deductions  of  philo.sophy, 
except  those  reproduced  in  the  Sacred  Canon.  She  has,  a 
positive  constitution  In  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  has  no 
right  to  utter  a  single  syllable  upon  any  subject,  except  as 
the  Lord  puts  words  in  her  mouth.  She  is  founded,  in 
other  words,  upon  express  revelation.  Her  creeii  is  an 
authoritative  testimony  of  God,  and  not  a  speculation,  and 
what  she  proclaims,  she  must  i)roclnim  with  the  infallible 
certitude  of  faith,  and  not  with  the  hesitating  absent  of  an 
opinion.  The  question,  then,  is  brought  within  a  narrow 
compass :  Do  the  Scriptures  directly  or  indirectly  condemn 
slavery  as  a  sin  ?  If  they  do  not,  the  dispute  is  ended,  for 
the  Church,  without  forfeiting  her  character,  dares  not  go 
b«yond  them. 

Now,  we  venture  to  assert  that  if  men  had  drawn  their 
conclusions  upon  this  subject  only  from  the  Uible,  it  would 
no  more  have  entered  into  any  human  head  to  denounce 
slavery  as  a  sin,  than  to  denounce  monarchy,  aristocracy, 
or  poverty.  The  truth  is.  men  have  listened  to  what  they 
falsely  considered  as  primitive  intuitions,  or  as  necess;iiy 
deductions  from  primitive  cognitions,  and  then  have  gone 
to  the  Bible  to  confirm  the  crotchets  of  their  vain  philoso- 
phy. They  have  gone  there  determined  to  find  a  particu- 
lar result,  and  the  consecpience  is,  that  they  leave  with 
having  made,  instead  of  having  interpreted.  Scripture. 
Slavery  is  no  new  thing.  It  has  not  only  existed  for 
ages  in  the  world,  but  it  has  existed,  under  every  dispensa- 
tion of  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  the  Church  of  God. 
Indeed,  the  first  organization  of  the  Church  as  a  visible 
society,  separate  and  distinct  from  the  unbelieving  world, 
was  inaugurated  in  the  family  of  a  slaveholder.  Among 
the  very  first  persons  to  whom  the  seal  of  circumcision 
was  affixed,  were  the  slaves  of  the  father  of  the  faithful, 
gome  born  in  his  house,  and  others  bought  with  his  money. 
Slavery  again  re-appears  iinder  the  Law.  God  sanctions 
it  in  the  first  table  of  the  Decalogue,  and  Moses  treats  it 
as  an  institution  to  be  regulated,  not  abolished;  legiti- 
mated, and  not  condemned.  We  come  down  to  the  age  of 
tlie  New  Testament,  and  we  find  it  again  in  the  Chinches 
founded  by  the  Apostles  under  the  plenary  inspiration  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  These  facts  are  utterly  amazing,  if 
slavery  is  the  enormous  sin  which  its  enemies  represent 
it  to  be.  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  the  ScripUires  have 
treated  it  only  in  a  general,  incidental  way,  without  any 
clear  implication  as  to  its  moral  character.  Moses  surely 
made  it  the  subject  of  express  and  positive  legislation,  and 
the  Apostles  are  equally  explicit  in  inculcating  the  duties 
which  spring  from  both  sides  of  the  relation.  They  treat 
slaves  as  bound  to  obey  and  inculcate  obedience  as  an  ottice 
of  religion — a  thing  wholly  self-contradictory,  if  the  au- 
thority exercised  over  them  weie  unlawful  and  iniquitous. 
But  what  puts  this  subject  in  a  still  clearer  light  is  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  sought  to  extort  from  the  Scriptures 
a  contrary  testimony.  The  notion  of  direct  and  explicit 
condemn.-ition  is  given  up.  The  attempt  is  to  show  that 
the  genius  and  spirit  of  Cliristianityare  opposed  to  it — that 
its  great  cardinal  principles  of  virtue  are  utterly  against 
it.  Much  stress  is  laid  upon  the  Golden  Rule  and  upon  the 
general  denunciations  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  To  all 
this  we  reply,  that  no  principle  is  clearer  than  that  a  case 
positively  excepted  cannot  be  included  under  a  general 
rule.  Let  us  concede,  for  a  moment,  that  the  laws  of  love, 
and  the  condemnation  of  tyranny  and  oppre>sion,  seem  logi- 
cally to  involve,  as  a  result,  the  condeumatiou  of  slavery ; 


yet,  if  slavery  is  afterwards  expressly  mentioned  and  treated 
as  a  lawful  relation,  it  obviously  Ibllows.  unless  Scripture 
is  to  be  interpreted  as  inconsistent  with  itself,  that  slavery 
is,  by  necessary  implication,  excepted.  The  Jewish  law 
forbade,  as  a  general  rule,  the  marriage  of  a  man  with  hia 
brother's  wife.  The  same  law  expressly  enjoined  the  same 
marriage  in  a  given  case.  The  given  case  was,  there- 
fore, an  exception,  and  not  to  be  treated  as  a  violation  of 
the  general  rule.  The  law  of  love  has  always  been  the 
law  of  God.  It  was  enunciated  by  Moses  almost  as  clearly 
as  it  was  enunciated  by  .Jesus  Christ  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing this  law,  Moses  and  the  Apostles  alike  sanctioned  the 
relation  of  slavery.  The  conclusion  is  inevitable,  either 
that  the  law  is  not  opposed  to  it,  or  that  slavery  is  an  ex- 
cepted case. 

To  say  that  the  prohibition  of  tyranny  and  oppression 
includes  slavery,  is  to  beg  the  whole  question.  Tyranny 
and  oppression  involve  either  the  unjust  usurpation  or 
the  unlawful  exercise  of  power.  It  is  the  unlawfulness, 
either  in  its  principle  or  measure,  which  constitutes  the 
core  of  the  sin.  Slavery  must,  therefore,  be  proved  to  be 
unlawful,  before  it  (^an  be  referred  to  any  such  category. 
The  master  may,  indeed,  abuse  his  power,  but  he  oppresses 
not  simply  as  a  master,  but  as  a  wicked  master. 

But,  apart  from  all  this,  the  law  of  love  is  simply  the 
incub  ati.m  of  universal  equity.  It  implies  nothing  as  to  the 
existence  of  various  ranks  and  gradations  in  society.  The 
inti^rpret.i  tion  whicli  makes  it  repudiate  slavery  Would  make 
it  equally  repudiateall  social,  civil,  and  political  inequalities. 
Its  meaning  is,  not  that  wo  should  conform  ourselves  to 
the  arbitrary  expectations  of  others,  but  that  we  should 
render  unto  them  precisely  the  same  measure  which,  if  we 
were  in  their  circumstance,  it  would  be  reasonable  and 
just  in  us  to  demand  at  their  hands.  It  condemns  slavery, 
thcrelbie,  only  upon  the  supposition  that  slavery  is  a 
sinful  relation — tliat  is,  he  who  extracts  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  from  the  Golden  Rule,  begs  the  very  point  in 
dispute. 

We  cannot  prosecute  the  argument  in  detail,  but  we 
have  said  enough,  we  thiuk,  to  vindicate  the  position  ol 
the  Southern  Church.  We  have  assumed  no  new  attitude 
We  stand  exactly  where  the  Church  of  God  has  always 
stood — from  Abraham  to  Moses,  from  Moses  to  Christ,  from 
Chiist  to  the  R"formers,  and  from  the  Keformers  to  cm- 
selves.  We  stand  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Prophets 
and  Apostles,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner- 
stone. Shall  wo  be  excluded  from  the  fellowship  of  our 
brethren  in  other  lands,  because  we  dare  not  depart  from 
the  charter  of  our  faith?  Shall  we  be  branded  with  the 
stigma  of  reproach,  because  we  cannot  consent  to  corrupt 
the  word  of  God  to  suit  the  intuitions  of  an  infidel  philoso- 
phy? Shall  our  names  be  cast  out  as  evil,  and  the  finger 
of  scorn  pointed  at  us,  because  we  utterly  refuse  to  break 
our  communion  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  with 
Moses,  David,  and  Isaiah,  with  Apostles,  Prophets,  and 
Martyrs,  with  all  the  noble  army  of  confessors  who  have 
gone  to  glory  from  slave-holding  countries  and  from  a 
slave-holdjng  Church,  without  ever  having  dreamed  that 
they  were  living  iu  mortal  sin,  by  conniving  at  slavery  in 
the  midst  of  them?  If  so,  wo  shall  take  consolation  in  the 
cheering  consciousness  that  the  Master  has  accepted  us. 
We  may  be  denounced,  despised,  and  cast  out  of  the  syna- 
gogues of  our  brethren.  But  while  they  are  wrangling 
aboiit  the  distinctions  of  men  according  to  the  flesh,  we 
shall  go  f  jrward  in  our  Divine  work,  and  confidently  anti- 
cipate that,  in  the  great  day,  as  the  consequence  of  our 
humble  labors,  we  shall  meet  millions  of  glorified  spirits, 
who  have  come  up  from  the  bondage  of  earth  to  a  nobler 
freedom  than  human  philosophy  ever  dreamed  of  Others, 
if  they  please,  may  sp'^nd  their  time  in  declaiming  on  the 
tyranny  of  earthly  masters;  it  will  be  our  aim  to  resist 
the  real  tyrants  which  oppress  the  soul — Sin  and  Satan. 
These  are  the  foes  against  whom  we  shall  find  it  employ- 
ment enough  to  wage  a  eiiccessful  war.  And  to  this  holy 
war  it  is  the  purpose  of  our  Church  to  devote  itself  with 
redoubled  energy.  We  feed  that  the  souls  of  our  slaves 
are  a  solemn  trust,  and  we  shall  strive  to  present  them 
faultless  and  complete  before  the  presence  of  God. 

Indeed,  as  we  contemplate  their  condition  in  the  South- 
ern States,  and  contrast  it  with  that  of  their  lathers  before 
them,  and  that  of  their  brethren  in  the  present  day  hi 
their  native  land,  wo  cannot  but  accept  it  as  a  gracious 
Providence  that  they  have  been  brought  in  such  numbers 
to  our  shores,  and  redeemed  from  the  bondage  of  bar- 
barism and  sin.  Slavery  to  them  has  certainly  been  over- 
ruled for  the  greatest  g(jod.  It  has  been  a  link  in  the 
wondrous  chain  of  Providence,  through  which  many  sons 
and  daughters  have  been  made  heirs  of  the  heavenly  inheri- 
tance. The  Providential  resultis,of  course,  no  justification, 
if  the  thing  is  intrinsically  wrong;  butit  is  certainly  a  mat- 
ter of  devout  thanksgiving,  anil  no  obscure  intimation  of  the 
will  .and  purjiose  of  God,  and  of  the  consequent  duty  of  the 
Church.  We  cannot  forliear  to  saj',  however,  that  tlia 
general  operation  of  the  system  is  kindly  and  benevolent; 
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it  ia  a  real  and  effective  diRcipline,  and  without  it,  we  are 
profoundly  persuaded  that  the  African  race  in  the  midst  of 
us  can  never  be  elevated  iu  the  scale  of  being.  As  long  as 
that  race,  in  its  comparative  degradation,  co-exists,  side  by 
Bide,  with  the  whites,  bondage  is  its  normal  condition. 

As  to  the  endless  declamation  about  human  rights,  we 
have  only  to  say  that  human  rights  are  not  a  fixed,  but  a 
fluctuating  quantity.  Their  sum  is  not  the  same  in  any 
two  nations  on  tlie  globe.  The  rights  of  Englishmen  are 
one  thing,  the  rights  of  Frenchmen  another.  There  is  a 
minimum  without  which  a  man  cannot  be  responsible; 
there  is  a  maximum  which  expresses  the  highest  degree  of 
civilizatiiiu  and  of  Christian  culture.  The  education  of  the 
species  consists  in  its  ascent  along  this  line.  As  you  go  up, 
the  number  of  rights  increases,  but  tiie  number  of  iiidiviil- 
uals  who  possess  them  diminishes.  As  you  come  down  the 
line,  rights  are  diminished,  but  the  individuals  are  multi- 
plied. It  is  just  the  opposite  of  the  predicamental  scale  of 
the  logicians.  There  comprehension  diminishes  as  you 
a-scend  and  extension  increases,  and  comprehension  in- 
creases as  you  descend  and  extension  diniiiiiHlies.  Now, 
when  it  is  said  that  slavery  is  inconsistent  witli  human 
rights,  we  crave  to  understand  what  point  in  tliis  line  is 
the  slave  conceived  to  occupy.  There  are,  no  doubt,  nian,y 
rights  which  belong  to  other  men — to  Englishmen,  to 
Frenchmen,  to  his  master,  for  example — wliicli  are  denied 
to  him.  But  is  he  fit  to  possess  them?  Has  tiod  qualified 
him  to  meet  the  responsibilities  which  their  iiossession 
necessarily  implies?  His  place  in  the  scale  is  determined 
by  his  competency  to  fulfil  its  duties.  There  are  other 
rights  which  he  certainly  possesses,  without  which  he 
could  neither  be  human  nor  accountable.  Before  slavery 
can  be  charged  with  doing  him  injustice,  it  must  be  shown 
that  the  minimum  which  falls  to  his  lot  at  the  bottom  of 
the  line  is  out  of  proportion  to  his  capacity  and  culture — a 
thing  which  can  never  be  done  by  abstract  speculation. 
The  truth  is,  tlK3  education  of  the  liuniau  race  for  liberty 
and  virtue,  is  a  vast  Providential  scheme,  and  God  assigns 
to  every  man,  by  a  wise  and  holy  decree,  the  precise  place 
he  is  to  occupy  in  the  great  moral  school  of  humanity. 
Tlie  scholars  are  distributed  into  classes,  according  to  their 
competency  and  progiess.    For  God  is  iu  history. 

To  avoid  the  suspicion  of  a  conscious  weakness-of  our  cause, 
when  contemplated  from  the  side  of  pure  speculation,  we 
may  advert  for  a  moment  to  those  pretended  intuitions 
wliich  stamp  the  reprobation  of  humanity  upun  this 
ancient  and  hoary  institution.  We  admit  that  there  are 
primitive  principles  in  morals  which  lis  at  the  root  of 
human  consciousness.  But  the  question  is,  how  are  we  to 
distinguish  them?  The  subjective  feeling  of  certainty  is 
no  adequate  criterion,  as  that  is  equally  felt  in  reference 
to  crotchets  and  hereditary  prejudices.  The  very  point  is 
to  know  wlien  this  certainty  indicates  a  primitive  cogni- 
tion, and  when  it  does  not.  There  must,  therefore,  be  some 
eternal  test,  and  whatever  cannot  abide  that  test  has  no 
authority  as  a  primary  trutli.  That  test  is  an  inward 
necessity  of  thought,  which,  in  all  minds  at  the  proper 
stage  of  maturity,  is  absolutely  universal.  Whatever  is 
universal  is  natural.  We  are  willing  that  slavery  should 
be  tried  by  this  standard.  We  are  willing  to  abide  by  tlie 
testimony  of  the  race,  and  if  man,  as  man,  has  everywhere 
condemned  it — if  all  human  laws  have  prohibited  it  as 
crime — if  it  stands  in  the  same  category  with  malice, 
murder,  and  theft;  then  we  are  willing,  in  the  name  of 
humanity,  to  renounce  it.  and  to  renounce  it  forever.  But 
wliat  if  the  overwhelming  majority  of  mankind  have 
approved  it?  what  if  pliilosophers  and  statesmen  have 
justified  it,  and  the  laws  of  all  nations  acknowledged  it? 
what  then  becomes  of  these  luminous  intuitions  ?  They 
are  an  vjiris  fatuua,  mistaken  for  a  star. 

We  have  now,  brethren,  in  a  brief  compass,  for  the 
nature  of  this  address  admits  only  of  an  outline,  opened  to 
you  our  whole  hearts  upon  this  delicate  and  vexed  subject. 
We  have  oncealed  nothing.  We  have  sought  to  conciliate 
no  sympathy  by  appeals  to  your  charity.  We  have  tried 
our  cause  by  the  word  of  God;  and  though  protesting 
against  its  authority  to  judge  in  a  question  concerning 
the  duty  of  the  Church,  we  have  not  refused  to  appear  at 
the  tribunal  of  reason.  Are  we  not  light,  in  view  of  all  the 
preceding  con'<iderations,  in  remitting  the  social,  civil, 
and  political  problems  connected  with  slavery  to  the  State? 
Is  it  not  a  subject,  save  in  the  moral  duties  which  spring 
from  it,  which  lies  beyond  the  province  of  the  Church? 
Have  we  any  right  to  make  it  an  element  in  judging  of 
Christian  character?  Are  we  not  treading  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  flock?  Are  we  not  acting  as  Christ  and  his  Apos- 
tles have  acted  before  us?  Is  it  not  enough  for  us  to  pray 
and  labor,  in  our  lot,  that  all  men  may  be  saved,  without 
meddling  as  a  Church  with  the  technical  distinction  of 
their  civil  life.  We  leave  the  matter  with  you.  We  offer 
yo>i  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  It  is  for  you  to  accept 
it  or  reject  it.  We  have  done  our  duty.  W((  can  do  no 
more.  Truth  is  more  p'  eeious  than  union,  and  if  you  cast 
us  out  as  sinners,  the  breach  of  charity  is  not  with  us, 


as  long  aa  we  walk  according  to  the  light  of  the  written 
word. 

The  ends  which  we  propose  to  accomplish  as  a  Church 
are  the  same  as  those  which  are  proposed  by  every  other 
Church.  To  proclaim  God's  truth  as  a  witness  to  tlic 
nations;  to  gather  his  elect  from  the  four  corners  of  the 
earth,  and  through  the  Word,  Ministers,  and  Oi'dinances, 
to  train  them  for  eternal  life,  is  the  great  business  of  His 
people.  The  only  thing  that  will  be  at  all  peculiar  to  us, 
is  the  manner  iu  which  we  shall  attempt  to  discharge  our 
duty.  In  almost  every  department  of  labor,  except  the 
pastoral  care  of  congregations,  it  has  been  usual  for  the 
Church  to  resort  to  societies  more  or  less  closely  connected 
with  itself,  and  yet,  logicilly  and  really  distinct.  It  is  our 
purpose  to  rely  tipon  the  regular  organs  of  our  govern- 
ment, and  executive  agencies  directly  and  immediately 
responsible  to  them.  We  wish  to  make  the  Church,  not 
merely  a  superintendent,  but  an  agent.  We  wish  to  de- 
velop the  idea  that  the  congregation  of  believers,  as  visibly 
organized,  is  the  very  society  or  corporation  which  is 
divinely  called  to  do  the  work  of  the  Lord.  We  shall, 
therefore,  endeavor  to  do  what  has  never  yet  been  ade- 
quately done — bring  out  the  energies  of  our  Presbyterian 
system  of  government.  From  the  Session  to  the  Assembly 
we  shall  strive  to  enlist  all  our  courts,  as  courts,  in  every 
department  of  Christian  effort.  We  are  not  ashamed  to 
confess  that  we  are  intensely  Presbyterian.  \A'e  embrace 
all  other  denominations  in  the  arms  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship and  love,  but  our  own  scheme  of  government  we 
humbly  believe  to  be  according  to  the  pattern  shown  in 
the  Mount,  and,  by  God's  grace,  we  propose  to  put  its  e£B- 
ciency  to  the  test. 

Brethren,  we  have  done.  We  have  told  yon  who  we  are, 
and  what  we  are.  We  greet  you  in  the  ties  of  Christian 
brotherhood.  We  desire  to  cultivate  peace  and  charity  with 
all  our  fellow  Christians  throughout  the  world.  We  invite 
to  ecclesiastical  communion  all  who  maintain  our  principles 
of  faith  and  order.  And  now  we  commend  you  to  God  and 
tho  word  of  His  grace.  We  devoutly  pray  that  the  whole 
Catholic  Church  may  be  afresh  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  that  she  may  speedily  be  stirred  up  to  give  the 
L(jrd  no  rest  until  he  establish  and  make  Jerusalem  a 
praise  in  the  earth. 
[Signed,] 

B.  M.  PALMER,  Moderatmr, 

JNO.  N.  WADDEL,  Slated  Clerk, 

J08EPII  R.  WILSON.  Permanent  aerk, 

D.  McNEILL  TURNER,  Temporary  Chrk. 

Ministers. — John  S.  Wilson,  Wm.  Henry  Foote,  John  H. 
Bocock,  Samuel  R.  Houston,  Francis  McFarland,  W.  T. 
Richardson,  Peyton  Harrison,  Theodoric  Pryor,  Samuel  D. 
Stuart,  James  B.  Ramsey,  Drury  Lacy,  P.  II.  Dalton, 
Robert  Uett  Chapman,  J.  W.  Elliott,  R.  B.  McMullen, 
Shepard  Wells,  J.  H.  Lorance,  John  B.  Adger,  John  S. 
lliuris,  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.  E.  Frierson,  J.  H.Thornwell, 
A.  W.  Leland,  J.  E.  Dubose,  N.  A.  Pratt,  G.  W.  Boggs, 
Robert  B.  White,  A.  B.  McCorkle,  John  A.  Smylie,  James 
-■v.  Lyon,  J.  Franklin  Ford,  W.  C.  Emerson,  Jolin  Hunter, 
Richmond  Mclunis,  W.  D.  Moore,  J.  H.  Gillespie,  W.  N. 
Frierson,  A.  H.  Caldwell,  Thomas  R.  Welch,  John  I. 
Boozer,  Cyrus  Kingsbury,  R.  M.  Loughridge,  Bufua  W. 
Bailey,  Ilillery  Mosely,  R.  F.  Bunting,  Levi  Tenney. 

Riding  Elders. — James  D.  Armstrong,  B.  F.  Reniclf,  J. 
W.  Gilkeson,  J.  L.  Campbell,  T.  E.  Perkinson,  William  F. 
C.  Gregory,  Sanmel  McCorkle,  Jesse  H.  Lindsay,  Charles 
Phillips,  James  H.  Dickson,  J.  G.  Shepherd,  James  G. 
Ramsey,  William  Murdock,  Samuel  B.  McAdams,  A.  W. 
Putnam,  Lewis  B.  Thornton,  Thomas  C.  Perriii,  Job  John- 
stone, R.  S.  Hope,  J.  S.  Thompson,  W.  Perroneau  Finley, 
John  Bonner,  William  A.  Forward,  D.  C.  Houston,  William 
P.  Webb,  James  Montgomery,  W.  U.  Simpson,  Willi.ani  C. 
Black,  David  Iladden.  II.  H.  Kimmons,  J.  T.  Swayne,  T.  ^ 
Duulap,  Edward  W.  Wright. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  1862, 

May  1 — The  body  met  in  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama— 31  ministers  and  16  elders  present. 

The  following  is  the  Narrative  on  the  State 
of  Religion,  reported  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Girardeau, 
Chairman  of  the  Commit' ee: 

It  is  but  a  few  months  since  the  first  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  tho  Confederate  States  was 
organized,  and  our  Zion  was  equipped  for  her  gieat  and 
distinctive  work.  We  desire  at  this,  our  second  meeting, 
to  render  devout  thanksgiving  to  our  Divine  Lord  and  Head 
for  the  abundant  favor  which  he  has  manifested  to  our 
Church  in  entering  upon  that  new  and  solemn  path  of  our 
duty  to  which  his  Provideuce  has  so  clearly  pointed  her. 
Having,  as  she  couceived,  a  Divine  call  to  set  up  her  ban- 
ners as  an  indqiendent  organization,  she  has  n(.t  been 
destitute  of  the  Bivine  blessingiu  obeying  .t,  and  we  trr>sl 
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will  be  yet  more  and  more  richly  endowed  for  prosecuting 
as  well  the  enterprises  peculiarly  entrusted  to  her  as  the 
general  labors  which  are  assigned  to  every  church  of  the 
Eed'emer. 

TTe  have  to  regret  that  in  consequence  of  the  distracted 
condition  of  the  country,  but  few  reports  of  our  Presbyte- 
ries, touching  the  statu  of  religion,  have  come  up  to  us. 
All  the  Presbyteries  which  liave  reported,  d will  upon  the 
war  ill  which  we  are  now  engaged,  and  its  influence  upon 
the  religious  interests  of  the  Church.  In  the  first  place, 
we  notice  the  relation  of  our  congregations  to  the  great 
8trug*:le  in  which  we  are  engaged.  All  tlic  Presbytcrial 
narratives,  without  exception,  mention  the  fact  that  their 
congregations  have  evinced  the  most  cordial  sympathy 
with  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  in  their  eii'orts 
to  maintain  their  cherished  rights  and  institutions  against 
the  despotic  power  which  is  attempting  to  crush  them. 
Deeply  convinced  that  this  struggle  is  not  alone  for  civil 
rights,  and  property,  and  lionio,  but  also  for  religion,  fir 
tlfe  Chxirch.  for  the  gospel,  and  for  existence  itself,  the 
churches  in  oiu'  connection  have  freely  contribut;;d  to  its 
I  ros -cution  of  their  sub:-tabce,  their  prayers,  i<ui\  above  all 
of  their  members  and  the  beloved  youth  oftlieir  congrega- 
tions. Til'  y  have  parted  without  a  nuu'mur  with  those 
who  constitute  the  hope  of  the  Church,  and  have  bidden 
tlum  go  forth  to  the  support  of  this  great  and  sacred 
cause  with  their  benedictions  and  with  their  supplications 
f>r  their  protectron  and  success.  The  Assembly  desire  to 
record  with  its  solemn  approval  this  fact  of  the  unanimity 
of  imr  people  in  supjjorting  a  coute-t  to  which  religion,  as 
wi  11  as  patriotism,  now  summons  the  citizens  of  this  coun- 
try, and  to  implore  lor  them  the  blessing  of  God  in  the 
course  which  they  are  now  pursuing.  In  this  connection 
we  would  notice  the  fact  that  some  of  our  ministers  have 
enteied  the  army  as  chaplains,  aud  in  the  joint  capacity 
ot  chaplains  aud  soldiers,  and  are  thus  discharging  a  most 
important  and  useful  olfice.  One  of  these,  a  inemlier  of 
South  Alaliama  Presbytery,  is  now  a  prisoner  in  the  hands 
ot  the  enemy;  and  another,  llev.  Dabney  Carr  Ilarris'in,  a 
member  of  East  Hanover  Presbytery,  a  chaplain  and  an 
officer,  fell  mortally  wounded  at  Fort  Donelsou,  Tenn., 
while  leading  his  men  in  one  of  the  bloodiest  battles  fought 
in  this  war.  Ills  name  will  be  embalmed  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen,  and  will  be  held  in  veneration  by  the 
Church  of  which  he  was  an  ornament.  In  the  second 
place,  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  Church  as  affected 
by  tlie  war.  In  some  Presbyteries  a  number  of  congrega- 
tions have  been  disbanded,  and  their  mem  hers  diiven  from 
their  homes  as  refugees,  seeking  an  asylum  among  stran- 
gers. In  other  places  prayer  meetings  are  held,  and  in 
one  or  two  Presbyteries,  revivals  of  religion  have  been 
manifested.  The  different  denominations  of  Christians 
have  been  drawn  together  liy  a  common  danger,  and  union 
prayer  meetings  have  been  abundant.  In  the  third  place, 
the  efforts  made  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  Chiist  have 
been  preserved  in  some  churches  The  collections  for 
Foreign  Missions  and  other  objects  of  benevolence  have 
been  increased,  and  the  Churches  were  about  taking  up  the 
Bubject  of  Domestic  Missions  with  vigor,  when  the  assault 
of  the  enemy  upon  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  con- 
Bequent  removal  of  the  seat  of  operations  of  the  Assembly's 
Committee,  has  delayed  tlie  prosecution  of  their  jilans. 
Nearly  all  the  Presbyteries  make  special  mention  that 
religious  instruction  is  laithlully  imparted  to  the  colored 
people.  V,'e  cannot  but  rejoice  in  this  intelligence.  We 
have  the  motives  to  the  discharge  of  a  great  missionary 
work,  springing  from  the  bosom  of  every  family  and  the 
cabins  of  every  plantation. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  18C4. 

May  5 — The  body  met  in  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina — 37  Ministers  and  27  Elders  present. 

Reports  made  to  the  Assembly  state  that  there 
are  seven  stndent3  at  the  Theo  ogical  Seminary 
in  Columbia,  and  one  in  Union  seminary,  Vir- 
ginia. Mac.n  was  fixed  lor  the  meeting  of 
18t)5. 

CN'IOS    OF    THE    OLD    AND    NEW  SCHOOL  CHURCHES. 

The  Lynchburg  Virginian  of  August,  18G4. 
thus  notices  the  meeting  of  the  "  United  Synod 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church:" 

This  body  has  been  in  session  for  several  days  in  that 
city.  But  few  ministers  are  present  owing  to  the  presence 
of  the  enemy  in  many  portions  of  the  South.  Tlie  most 
important  business  executed  by  the  body  has  been  the  con- 
summation of  the  pl.an  for  uniting  the  two  branches  of  the 
Church.  The  old  and  new  schools  are  now  one. 
33 


RELIGIOUS    INSTRUCTION    OF    SLAVES. 

In  Harmony  Presbytery,  (S.  0.,)  October, 
186.S,  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  reli- 
gious instruction  of  the  colored  people,  written 
by  Rev.  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  D.  D.,  contains 
these  recommendations : 

1.  That  every  Christian  master  should  aim  to  have  hie 
negroes  attend  the  same  place  of  worship  with  himself. 
2.  That  a  small  chapel  should  be  erected  on  every  planta- 
tion, whei  e  the  black  people  might  be  assembled  every  Sab- 
bath afternoon  for  religious  worship,  and  where  they  may 
be  taught  hymns,  portions  of  Scripture,  and  receive  cate- 
chetical instruction.  3.  That  the  servants  of  every  planta- 
tion should  be  assembled  at  lea.st  once  a  day  in  the  chapel 
for  prayers.  4.  That  the  household  servants  should  be  re- 
quired to  attend  morning  and  evening  prayers  with  the 
white  family.  5.  That  some  measures  be  adopted  by  Pres- 
bytery in  regard  to  the  baiitism  of  children  of  believing 
colored  parents.  6.  That  the  Presbytery  exert  all  the  in- 
fluence possible  to  render  sacred  and  permanent  the  mar- 
riage relation  between  the  colored  people,  and  especially 
among  the  members  of  the  Church. 

AN  EAST  TENNESSEE  CHURCH. 

Rev.  Dr.  Vance's  Church — Baker's  Creek 
Church,  Blount  county,  East  Tennessee — never 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  South; 
and  the  session  did  not  hold  a  regular  meeting 
be'ween  September  1861,  and  May  10,  18G4. 
The  Presbytery  of  Knoxville,  at  an  adjourned 
meeting  held  at  Pleasant  Forrest  Church,  Knox 
county,  on  the  Friday  preceding  the  second 
Sabbath  of  September,  18G1,  passed  resolutions 
announcing  their  withdrawal  from  the  General 
Assembly  in  the  United  States,  and  recom- 
mended action  for  the  immediate  organization 
of  a  Southern  Assembly.  Rev.  Dr.  Vance  and 
J.  H.  McConnell,  the  Ruling  Elder  of  Baker's 
Creek  Church,  resisted  this  action  ;  and  declared 
their  continued  adherence  to  the  old  Assembly. 

BAPTIST. 

In  November,  ISGO,  the  Alabama  State  Con- 
vention of  Baptists  unanimously  passed  a  dec- 
laration, setting  forth  that  the  Union  had 
■'  failed,  in  important  particulars,  to  answer 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  created."  The 
declaration  closed  with  the  following  announce- 
ment : 

Whilp,  as  yet,  no  particular  mode  of  relief  is  before  us  on 
which  to  express  an  opiniim,  we  are  constrained,  before 
separating  to  our  several  homes,  to  declare  to  our  breth- 
ren and  fellow-citizens,  before  manlcind  and  before  our  God, 
that  wo  hold  ourselves  subject  to  the  call  of  proper  authority 
in  defence  of  the  sovereiguty  and  independence  of  the  State 
of  .Alabama,  and  of  her  right,  as  a  sovereignty,  to  with- 
draw from  this  Union,  and  to  make  any  arrangement  which 
her  people,  in  constitutional  assemblies,  may  deem  best  for 
securing  their  rights.  And  in  this  declaration  we  heurtily, 
deliberately,  unardmouily,  and  solemnly  unite. 

GEORGIA    BAPTIST    CONVENTION,    1861. 

April  29 — The  body  met  at  Athens,  and 
adopted,  unanimously,  these  resolution.",  which 
were  transmitted  to  the  "Confederate"  Con- 
gress by  Rev.  H.  M.  Crawford  : 

Whereas  tlie  State  Convention  of  Georgia,  in  the  legiti- 
mate exercise  of  h'T  sovereignty,  has  withdrawn  from  the 
Confederacy  known  as  the  United  States  of  America,  and, 
for  the  better  maintenance  of  her  rights,  honor,  and 
independence,  has  united  with  other  States  in  a  new  Con- 
feileracj',  under  the  title  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America;  and  whereas  .A.braham  Lincoln  is  attempting,  by 
force  of  arm-s,  to  subjugate  these  States,  in  violation  of  the 
fundamental  principle  of  American  liberty;  therefore, 

ResiAvd  by  the  members  of  tlie  Baptist  Convention  of  the 
S*":te  of  Georgia,  That  we  consider  it  at  once  to  bo  a  plea."*- 
Vi-e  and  a  duty  to  avow  that  ooth  in  feeling  and  principle, 
we  approve,  indorse,  and  support  the  Government  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 
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2.  That  while  this  Convention  rUsclaims  all  authority, 
whether  ecclesiastical  or  civil,  yet  as  citizens  we  deem 
Jt  a  duty  to  urge  the  union  of  all  the  people  of  the 
South  ill  defence  of  the  Common  Cause,  and  to  express  the 
c<)nfident  belief  that  in  whatever  conflict  the  madness  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  and  his  Government  may  force  upon  us,  the 
Baptists  of  Georgia  will  not  be  behind  any  class  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens in  maintaining  the  independence  of  the  South 
by  any  sacrifice  of  treiusure  or  of  blood. 

.•3.  That  we  acknowledge  with  devout  thanksgiving 
to  Almighty  God,  the  signal  fiivor  with  which,  up  to  this 
time,  lie  has  blessed  our  arms  and  our  policy,  and  that 
the  Baptist  Cliurches  of  this  State  be  requested  to  ob- 
serve the  first  and  second  days  of  June  next,  as  days  of 
fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  will  deliver  us  from  all  the 
power  of  our  enemies,  and  restore  peace  to  our  country. 

4.  That  the  Confederate  Government  be  requested  to  in- 
vite the  Chu^ches  of  all  dcnomiuatioiis  within  the  Con- 
federacy to  unite  in  observing  said  days  of  prayer  and 
fasting. 

5.  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  President 
Davis,  the  Confederate  Congress,  and  the  Governor  of 
Georgia. 

SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION,  1861. 

May  13 — The  body  met.  in  Savannah  ;  when 
the  following  report,  Srtid  to  have  been  drawn 
by  Rev  Dr.  11.  Fuller,  was  unanimousfy 
adopted  : 

We  hold  this  truth  to  be  self-evident,  that  governments 
are  estaVilished  lor  the  security,  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
the  people.  When,  therefore,  any  government  is  i)vrvei'ted 
from  its  proper  designs,  becomes  oppressive,  and  abuses  its 
power,  the  people  have  a  right  to  change  it. 

As  to  the  States  once  combined  upon  this  continent,  it  is 
now  manitest  that  they  ran  no  longer  live  together  as  one 
confederacy. 

The  Union  constituted  by  our  forefathers  was  one  of  coequal 
sovereign  States.  The  fanatical  spirit  of  the  North  lias  long 
been  seeking  to  deprive  us  of  rights  and  franchisers  guar- 
anteed by  the  Constitution;  and  after  years  of  persistent 
aggression,  tliey  have  at  last  accomplished  their  purpose. 

In  vindioation  of  their  s.acred  rights  and  honor,  in  self 
defence,  and  tor  the  protection  of  all  wliich  is  dear  to  man, 
the  Southern  States  have  practically  asserted  therigiitof 
seceding  from  a  union  so  degenerated  from  tl.at  estaldislieil 
by  the  Constitution,  and  they  have  fi)rmed  for  thenisflves 
a"  government  based  U))on  the  principles  of  the  original 
compact — adopting  a  charter  which  secures  to  each  State 
its  sovereign  rights  and  privileges.  This  new  government, 
in  thus  dissolving  tormer  political  connections,  seeks  to 
CTiltivato  relati'jns  of  amity  and  good  will,  with  its  late 
confederates  and  with  all  the  world;  and  thc^y  have  tin  ice 
Bent  special  commissioners  to  Washington  with  overtiu'es 
of  peace,  and  for  a  fair,  amicable  ailjnstmeiit  of  all  cHlti- 
cullies.  The  Government  at  Washington  has  insultingly 
repelled  tliese  proi'Osals,  and  now  iusiits  uiion  letting  loose 
hordes  of  armed  soliliers  to  pillage  and  desolate  the  entire 
Soutli,  for  tlie  pnrpose  of  forcing  the  seceded  States  back 
into  unnatural  union,  or  of  subjugating  them  and  liolding 
them  as  conquered  provinces. 

While  the  two  sections  of  the  land  are  thus  arrayed 
againtt  each  other,  it  might  naturally  have  been  lioped 
tliat  at  least  the  churches  of  the  North  would  interpostr 
and  protest  against  this  appeal  to  the  sword,  this  invoking 
of  civil  war,  tins  deluging  the  country  in  fratricidal  blood; 
but  with  astonishment  aad  grief,  we  ftinl  churches  and 
pastors  of  the  Nortli  bn^athing  out  slaughter,  and  clamor- 
ing for  sanguinary  hostilities  with  a  fierceness  which  we 
would  have  supposed  impossible  among  the  disciples  of  the 
Pr  ince  of  Peace. 

In  view  of  such  premises,  this  Convention  cannot  keep 
silence.  Ri  cognizing  the  necessity  that  the  whole  moral 
iuMuence  of  tlie  people,  in  whatever  capacity  or  organi- 
zation, should  bo  enlisted  in  aid  of  the  rulers  w  ho,  by  their 
suffrages,  have  been  called  to  defend  the  endangered  in- 
terests of  person  and  prop:'rty,  of  honor  and  lilM-rty,  it  is 
bound  to  utter  its  voice  distinctly.decidedly, emphatieally  ; 
am!  your  Committee  recommend,  therefore,  the  subjoined 
resolutions: 

Resolivjl,  That  impartial  history  cannot  charge  upon 
the  South  the  dissolution  of  the  Union.  She  was  foremost 
in  advocating  and  cementing  that  Union.  To  that  Unicni 
she  clung  through  long  years  of  calumny,  injury,  and  in- 
sult. She  has  never  ceased  to  r.iise  her  wurinng  aiipeals 
against  the  fanaticism  which  has  obstinately  and  inces- 
Bantly  warred  against  that  Union. 

2.  That  We  most  conlially  approve  of  the  formation  of 
the  goverinnent  of  the  Conlederate  States  of  America,  and 
admire  and  applaud  the  noble  course  of  that  government 
up  to  this  aresent  time. 

3.  That  we  slirfll  assiduously  invoke  the  Divine  direction 
and  favor  in  behalf  of  those  who  bear  rule  among  us,  that 


they  may  still  exercise  the  same  wise,  prompt,  elevated 
statesmanship  wliich  has  hitherto  characterized  their 
niea*;ures:  that  their  enterjirises  may  be  attended  with 
success;  and  that  they  may  attain  a  great  reward,  not 
only  in  seeing  these  Confederate  St.ates  prosper  under  their 
administration,  but  in  contributing  to  the  progress  of  the 
transcendent  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

4.  That  we  most  cordially  tender  to  the  President  of  the 
Confederate  States,  to  his  Cabinet,  and  the  members  of  the 
Congress  now  convened  at  Montgomery,  the  assurances  of 
our  sympathy  and  entire  confidence.  With  them  are  oar 
hearts  and  our  hearty  co-operation. 

6.  That  tlie  Lawless  reign  of  terror  at  the  North,  tb« 
violence  committed  upon  unoffending  citizens,  above  all, 
the  threats  to  wage  upon  the  South  a  wartare  of  savage 
barbai'ity,  to  devastate  our  homes  and  hearths  with  hosts  of 
ruCians  and  felons  burning  with  lust  and  rapine,  ought  to 
excite  the  horror  of  all  civilized  people.  God  forbid  that 
we  should  so  far  forget  the  spirit  of  Jesus  as  tosuffer  malice 
and  viudietiveness  to  insinuate  themselves  into  our  hearts; 
but  every  i>rinciide  of  religion,  of  patriotism,  and  of  hu- 
manity, calls  upon  us  to  pledge  our  fortunes  anil  lives  iu 
the  good  work  of  repelling  an  invasion  designed  to  destroy 
wh.itevcr  is  dear  to  our  heroic  traditions;  whatever  is  sweet 
in  our  domestic  hopes  and  enjoyments;  whatever  is  essen- 
tial to  our  institutions  and  our  very  manhood;  whatever  is 
worth  living  or  dying  for. 

G.  That  we  do  now  engage  in  pr.ayer  for  our  friends, 
brothers,  fathers,  sons,  and  citizen  soldiers,  wiio  have  left 
their  liomes  to  go  forth  for  the  defence  of  Ihi  ir  families  and 
friends  and  all  which  is  dearest  to  the  human  heart ;  and  wo 
recommend  to  the  churches  represented  iu  thi.s  bodj,  that 
they  constantly  invoke  a  holy  and  merciful  God  to  guard 
them  ironi  the  temptations  to  wlii  :h  they  arc  exposed,  to 
cover  their  head  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  to  give  victory  to 
their  arms. 

7.  That  we  will  pray  for  our  enemies  in  the  spirit  of  that 
Divine  Master,  who  "  when  He  was  reviled,  lie  reviled  not 
again,"'  trusting  that  their  i)itiles!)  purposes,  may  be  frus- 
trated, that  Ood  will  grant  to  them  a  more  politic,  a  more 
considerate,  and  a  more  Christian  mind  ;  that  the  fratrici- 
dal strife  which  they  have  decided  upon,  notwithstanding 
all  our  comndssions  and  pleas  for  peace, may  be  arrested  by 
the  Siipn'iiio  Power,  who  maketh  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise 
llini;  and  that  thus,  through  a  divine  blessing,  the  pros- 
perity of  these  sovereign  and  once  allied  States,  may  be  re- 
store<l  under  the  two  governments  to  whicli  they  now  and 
henceforlh  respectively  belong. 

8.  That  wo  do  recommend  to  the  churches  of  the  Bap- 
tist denomination  in  the  Southern  States  to  observe  the 
1st  and  2  1  days  of  June  as  days  of  liumiliation,  fasting,  and 
prayer  to  Aliniglity  God,  that  he  may  avert  any  calam- 
ities due  to  our  sins  as  a  people,  and  may  look  with  mercy 
and  favor  upon  us. 

l».  That  whatever  calamities  may  come  upon  us,  our  firm 
trust  and  hope  are  iu  God,  through  the  atonement  of  His 
Son,  and  we  eai  luwtly  beseech  the  churches  represented  in 
thi.s  body,  (a  constituency  of  six  or  seven  hundri'il  thousand 
Christians.)  that  they  be  fervent  and  importunate  in  prayer, 
not  only  for  the  country,  but  for  the  enterprises  of  the  Gos- 
pel which  have  been  eommitted  to  our  care.  In  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  in  the  war  of  ISl'J,  the  Baptist  bated 
no  jot  of  heart  or  hopi>  for  thi;  ]ledeemer"s  cause.  Their 
zeal  and  liberality  aliounded  in  their  deepest  afflictions. 
We  beseech  the  churches  to  cherish  the  spirit  and  imitate 
the  example  of  this  noble  army  of  saints  and  herons;  to 
be  followers  of  them  who,  througli  faith  and  patience,  in- 
herit the  proi;iises;  to  be  steadfast,  unmoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  they 
know  that  their  labor  is  not  iu  vain  in  the  Lord. 

10.  That  thi-se  resolutions  be  communicated  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  "  Confederate  States  "  at  Montgomery,  with 
the  signatures  of  the  President  and  Secretaries  of  the 
Convention. 

P.  II.  JI1:LL,  Ga.;  JAMES  B.  TAYLOR,  Va.; 

JA.MES  K.  BltOOMK,  Fla.;     R.  B.  C.  HOWELL,  Tenn.; 

G.  U.  MARTIN,  JIi,s.;  L.  W.  ALLEN.  Ky.; 

W.  CAREY  CRANE,  La.;       J.  L.  PRICIIARU,  N.  C; 

R.  PULLER,  Md. ;  E.  T.  WINKLEil,  S.  C; 

B.  MANLEY,  Sr.,  Ala., 

Cmnmittee. 

BAPTIST    CONVENTION   OF    SOUTH  CAROLINA,  1861. 

July  25 — The  body  met  at  Spartanburg — 
Hon.  J.  B.  0  Neall,  President;  Rev.  Mr.  Lan- 
drum,  Vice-Pi  esident ;  Rev.  Mr.  Breaker,  Sec- 
retary ;   Prof    Judson,  Treasurer. 

On  the  State  of  the  Country,  the  following 
rcsolu'iou,  offered  by  Dr.  W.  Curtis,  was  unan- 
mousiy  adopted : 

liesolved,  That  in  the  present  peculiar  coudition  of  our 
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political  affairs,  it  liecomf  lis  thus  to  assure  our  boloved 
roiiiitrj'  of  oiu-  Bjuiii.itliics.  pni.vei-s,  ami  tliaiiksgiviug  uu 
lii-r  bfliall':  tliat  so  I'.ir  a-^  we  caii  iindprstand  tlie  i-eiiuuka- 
l)lu  opeiiiugK  and  guidauce  of  Divine  frovideiice,  ve  liave 
but  received,  in  almost  every  instance,  the  luercifnl  bless- 
ings of  our  God  as  aijprol.ation  m^on  the  plans  our  State 
and  the  Snutliern  Confederacy  have  deemed  it  best  to 
.idopt — that  now  especially,  in  the  unprecodent«d,  vindic- 
tive, and  deadly  strife  against  us,  to  wliicli  those  who  but 
recently  spoke  of  us  as  brethren  arc  urging  one  another, 
we  can  but  rejoice  in  the  oneness  of  our  brethren  of  this 
State,  in  prayer  and  effort,  to  defend  our  homes,  our  liber- 
ties, and  our  churches;  and  encourage  tlieni  to  be  assured, 
that,  as  hitherto,  putting  our  faith  in  God,  though  each  of 
us  may  have  much  to  bear,  yet  tlie  rod  will  not  finally 
rest  upon  us,  but  that  in  this  most  wicked  attack  upon  our 
otherwise  jjeaeeful  homes,  the  wickedness  of  tlie  wicked 
will  return  on  their  own  heads. 

M\RRIAGE   OF  8LAVE.S. 

The  Baptist  Association  of  Georgia,  in  its 
meeting  of  18G4,  adopted  this  resolution: 

RfRiih-nl,  That  it  is  the  firm  belief  and  conviction  of 
tins  body  that  the  institution  of  marriage  was  ordained  by 
Almighty  God  for  the  benefit  of  tlio  whole  human  race, 
without  respect  to  color;  that  it  ought  to  be  maintained 
in  its  original  purity  among  all  classes  of  people,  and 
in  all  countries,  and  in  all  ages  until  the  end  of  time;  and 
tliat,  consequently,  the  law  of  Georgia,  in  its  failure  to 
recognize  and  protect  this  relation  between  our  slaves,  is 
essentially  defective,  and  ought  to  be  amended. 


PKOTESTANT  EPISCOPAL. 

DIOCESE    OF    AL.\C.\MA,     18G1. 

May — The  Protestant  Episcopal  Convention 
of  A  ab-ima  adopted  tlis  ordinance  : 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  Diocese  of  Alabama  was 
adopted  when  the  said  Diocese  actually  was,  on  the  presump- 
tion of  its  continuing  to  be,  a  part  of  the  "  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  United  States  ;"  and  whereas  the  State  of 
Alabama  is  no  longer  a  part  of  the  United  States,  there- 
fore it  is  hereby  declared  by  this  Convention  that  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Diocese,  wiih  all  those 
canons,  or  portions  of  canons,  dependent  upon  it,  are  null 
and  void.  It  is  furthermore  declared  that  all  canons,  or 
portions  of  canons,  both  Diocesan  and  general,  not  neces- 
sarily dependent  upon  the  recognition  of  the  authority  of 
the  Church  in  the  United  States,  are  hereby  retained  in 
force.  This  declaration  is  not  to  be  construed  as  aflecting 
faith,  doctrine  or  communion. 

The  form  of  service  in   the   seceded  States 
passed  through  several  transformations.   First 
the  Govi-rnor  of  every  seceded  State  was  sub 
stituted  in  the  public  prayer  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States.     Then  the  Governors  gave 
vray  to  tlie  President  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy.      An    example    of   these  variations  is 
found   in  the   following  pastoral   letter  of  the 
Bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Louisiana  : 
To  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  Louisiana : 

The  pi'ogrcss  of  affairs  makes  it  expedient  to  direct  fur- 
ther changes  in  the  public  service  of  the  Church. 

In  the  prayer  for  those  in  civil  authority,  for  the  words 
"  th»  l^i-esident  of  the  United  States,"  substitute  the  words 
"  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States." 

In  the  special  prayer  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  oOth 
ultimo,  for  the  words  "  and  the  Convention  of  Southern 
fctatep,"  substitute  the  words  "  and  the  Congress  of  the 
Confeclerate  States." 

The  prayer  for  tlie  Legislature,  as  already  indicated,  will 
be  conlimied  during  its  sessions. 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  servant  in  Christ, 

LEONIDAS  POLK, 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Louisiana. 

New  Orleans.  Feb.  20, 1S61. 

A  pastoral  letter  from  Bishop  Polk,  of  that 
dirccse,  contains  this  passage  : 

"  Our  sep.iration  from  our  brethren  of  '  The  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States'  has  been  efl'ected, 
herause  we  must  follow  our  natimiality.  Not  because  tluTO 
has  bf^on  any  diflVrenco  of  opinion  as  to  Christian  doctrine 
or  catholic  usage.  Upon  these  points  wo  are  still  one. 
With  us  it  is  a  separation,  not  a  division — certainly  not 
ulienatiun.  And  there  is  no  reason  why,  if  we  should  find 
the  union  of  our  dioceses  under  our  national  Church  im- 


practicable, we  should  ce.Tse  io  feel  for  each  other  th» 
respect  and  regard  with  which  purity  of  manners,  high 
principle,  and  a  manly  devotion  to  truth  never  fail  to  in- 
spire generous  minds.  Our  relations  to  each  other  hereaf- 
ter will  be  the  relations  we  both  now  hold  to  the  men  of 
our  mother  Church  of  England." 

"  CONFEDERATE  "  EPISCOPAI,    CHURCH,    1861. 

November — At  a  General  Convention  held 
in  Columbia,  S.  C,  the  Constitution  of  the 
Protestant  E,;iscopal  Church  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America  was  adopted — all  the 
bishops  present  except  Bishop  Polk,*  with  a 
full  attendance  of  clerical  and  lay  deputies  ; 
Bishop  .Meade  presided.  The  Richmond  Ex' 
aminer  of  Nov.  14  saya  : 

The  general  tone  of  its  deliberations,  though  entirely  free 
from  asperity  toward  the  Church  of  the  North,  gave  evi- 
dence of  a  deep  and  settled  conviction,  on  every  hand,  that 
the  separation  in  church  organization,  like  that  in  civil 
government,  was,  and  ought  to  be,  complete  and  perpetual. 

PASTORAL  LETTER  OF  THE  BISHOPS,  1862. 

Nov.  22 — The  session  of  the  First  General 
Council,  held  at  Augusta,  was  closed  bv  read- 
ing an  Address,  from  which  these  extracts  are 
made : 

Seldom  has  any  Council  assembled  in  the  Church  of 
Chicist  under  circumstances  needing  Ilis  presence  more 
urgently  than  this  which  is  now  aljout  to  submit  its  con- 
clusions to  the  judgment  of  the  Universal  Church.  Forced 
by  the  Providence  of  God  to  separate  ourselves  from  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States — a  Church 
with  whose  doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship  we  are  in  en- 
tiro  harmony,  and  with  wliosi'  action,  up  to  the  time  of 
that  separation,  we  were  abundantly  satisfied — at  a  moment 
when  civil  strife  had  dijiped  its  foot  in  blood,  and  cruel  war 
was  desolating  our  homes  and  firesides,  we  required  a  dou- 
ble measure  of  grace  to  preserve  the  accustomed  moderar 
tion  of  the  Church  in  the  arrangement  of  organic  law,  in 
the  adjustment  of  our  code  of  canons,  but  above  all,  in  the 
preservation,  without  change,  of  those  rich  treasures  of 
doctrine  and  worship  which  have  come  to  us  enshrined  in 
our  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

The  Constitution  of  tho  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  Confederate  States,  under  which  we  "have  been  exer- 


*  A  correspondent  of  the  New  Orleans  Picayunp,  writing 
from  Richmond,  gives  these  curious  particulars  of  the  way 
in  which  Right  Rev,  Dr.  Polk,  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  for  the  Diocese  of  Louisiana,  came  to  forsake  the 
gown  for  the  sword : 

'■  The  Right  Rev.  Leonidas  Polk,  of  Louisiana,  has  been 
commissioned  Major  General  in  the  army  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States.  The  appointment  has  been  urged  upon  Bishop 
Polk  for  several  weeks,  but  he  has  had  some  hesitation  in 
accepting  it.  A  few  days  since  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  ven- 
erable Bishop  Meade,  at  his  home  near  Winchester,  to  con- 
sult with  him  about  it.  The  result  was  that  he  has  con- 
cluded to  accept  it. 

'  •  Bishop  Meade  told  him  truly  that  he  already  held  a  com- 
mission in  a  very  different  army,  to  which  he  held  allegi- 
ance 'till  life's  journey  ends.' 

"'I  know  that  very  well,' replied  Bishop  Polk,  'and  I 
do  not  intend  to  resign  it.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  only 
prove  the  more  faithful  to  it  by  doing  all  that  in  me  lies  to 
bring  this  unhallowed  and  unnatural  war  to  a  speedy  and 
happy  close.  We  of  the  Confederate  States  arc  the  last 
bulwarks  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  we  fight  for  our 
Iiearthstones  and  our  altars;  above  all  we  fight  for  a  race 
that  has  been  by  Divine  Pi-ovidence  entrusted  to  our  most 
sacred  keeping.  When  I  accept  a  commission  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  therefore,  I  not  only  perform  the  duties  of 
a  good  citizen,  but  contend  for  the  principles  which  lie  at' 
tho  fiiundatiou  of  our  social,  political,  and  religious  polity.' ' 

Bishop  Burgess,  of  Maine,  in  addressing  the  Diocesan 
Convention  of  that  State,  thus  alluded  to  tliis  circumstance : 

"  It  is  probably  stated,  with  every  ajipearance  of  authen- 
ticity, that  one  of  the  Southern  Bishops  of  our  Church  has 
accepted  a  high  command  in  the  army  of  the  revolted 
States.  The  present  remark  will  be  withheld  from  the 
press,  unless  the  statement  shouM  be  confirmed.  If  it  be 
true,  it  is  an  actof  dislionnr  to  the  Episcopate,  unparalleled 
except  in  the  darkest  periods  and  the  most  corrupt  commu- 
nions. The  hands  of  the  minisfry  were  always  held  back 
from  bloodshed,  even  though  the  cause  were  most  just." 

The  Bishop-General  was  killed  near  Marietta,  Georgia, 
June  14, 1864,  by  a  shell  fired  from  a  gun  belonging  to  the 
4th  Corps,  General  Sherman's  army. 
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cising  our  legislative  functions,  is  the  same  as  that  of  the 
Church  from  which  we  have  been  providentially  separated, 
save  that  we  have  introduced  into  it  a  germ  of  expansion 
which  was  wanting  in  the  old  constitution.  This  is  found 
in  the  permission  which  is  granted  to  existing  Dioceses  to 
form  themselves  by  subdivision  into  Provinces,  and  by  this 
process  gradually  to  reduce  our  immense  Dioceses  into 
Episcopal  Sees,  more  like  those  which  in  primitive  times 
covered  the  territoiics  of  the  Roman  Empire.        *        * 

The  Pr.iyer  Cook  we  have  left  untouched  in  every  par- 
ticular save  where  a  chanue  of  our  civil  government  and 
the  formation  of  a  new  nation  have  made  alteration  essen- 
tially requisite.  Three  words  comprise  all  the  amendment 
which  has  been  deemed  necessary  in  the  present  emergency, 
for  we  have  felt  iiuwilling,  in  the  existing  confusion  of 
affairs,  to  lay  rash  hands  upon  the  Book,  consecrated  by  the 
use  of  ages,  and  hillowed  by  associations  the  most  sacred 
and  precious. 

Our  next  source  of  encouragement  is  that  we  enter  upon 
our  work  with  our  Dioceses  fully  oi-ganized,  and  with  the 
means  which  Christ  has  instituted  in  His  Church  well  dis- 
tributed throughout  tlie  Confederate  States.  When  we  ro 
member  the  very  different  auspices  under  which  the  ven- 
erated Fathers  of  the  American  Church  began  their  work, 
and  mark  how  it  has  grown  and  prospered,  we  should  in- 
deed take  courage  and  feel  no  fe.oi"  for  the  future.  In  their 
case  all  their  ecclesiastical  arrangenjents  had  to  be  organ- 
ized ;  in  our  case  we  find  iliese  arrangeraonts  all  ready  to 
our  hand,  and  with  the  seal  of  a  happy  experience  stamped 
upon  them.  In  their  case  every  pri  judice  of  tlie  land  was 
strong  against  them.  In  our  case  w,;  go  forward  with  the 
leading  minds  of  our  new  Republic  cheering  us  on  by  their 
communion  with  us,  and  with  no  prejudications  to  over- 
come, save  those  which  arise  Irom  a  lack  of  acquaintance 
with  our  doctrine  and  worship.  In  their  case  they  were 
indeed  few  and  se])arated  far  from  one  another  in  their 
work  upon  the  walH  of  Zion.  In  our  case  we  are  compar- 
atively well  compacted,  extending  in  an  mibroken  chain 
of  Dioceses  from  the  Potomac  to  the  confines  of  the  Re- 
public. Despite  all  these  disadvantages,  "the  little  one 
liecame  a  thousand  and  the  small  one  a  strong  nation,"  and 
shall  we  despond?  If  wo  be  watchful, and  strengthen  the 
things  that  remain,  our  God  will  not  forsake  us,  but  will 
'■  lengthen  our  cords  and  stretch  forth  the  curtains  of  our 
habitations."  In  visible  token  of  this  fact,  we  have  al- 
ready, since  our  organization,  added  to  the  House  of  Bishops 
the  Rt,  Rev.  Dr.  AVilmer  as  Bishop  of  Alabama,  and  re- 
ceived into  communion  with  the  Church  the  Diocese  of 
Arkansas. 

Another  source  of  encouragement  is  that  there  has  been 
no  division  in  the  Church  in  the  Confederate  States.  Be- 
lieving, with  a  wonderful  unanimity,  that  the  providence  of 
God  had  guided  our  footsteps,  and  for  Ills  own  inscrutable 
puri>oses  had  forced  us  into  a  separate  organization,  there 
has  been  nothing  to  embarr.tss  us  in  the  preliminary  move- 
ments which  have  conducted  us  to  our  present  position. 
M'ith  one  mind  and  with  one  heart  we  have  entered  upon 
this  blessed  work,  and  we  stand  together  this  day  a  band 
of  brothers,  one  in  faith,  one  in  hope,  one  in  charity.  There 
may  be  among  us,  as  there  always  must  be,  minute  differ- 
ences of  opinion  and  feeling,  but  there  is  nothing  to  hin- 
der our  keeping  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 
We  are  all  satisfied  that  we  are  walking  in  the  path  of 
duty,  and  that  the  light  of  God's  countenance  has  been 
wonderfully  lifted  up  upon  us.  He  has  comforted  us  in 
«ur  darkest  hours,  and  has  not  permitted  our  hearts  to 
faint  in  the  day  of  adversity.  *  *  * 

Many  of  the  States  of  this  Confederacy  are  Missionary 
ground.  The  population  is  sparse  and  scattered  ;  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Church  are  few  and  far  between ;  the  Priests  of 
the  Lord  can  reach  them  only  after  great  labor  and  priva- 
tic..«  Hitherto  has  their  scanty  subsistence  been  eked  out 
from  the  common  treasury  of  our  united  Church  Cut  off 
from  that  recourse  liy  our  political  action,  in  whicli  they 
have  heartily  acquies'ced,  they  turn  to  us  and  pray  us  to  do 
at  least  aa  much  for  them,  as  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
do  for  the  Church  from  which  they  have  been  separated  by 
a  civil  necessity.  Wo  can  do  what  they  ask,  and  we  ought 
cheerfully  to  do  it.  *  *  *  * 

The  time  has  come  when  the  Church  should  press  more 
urgently  than  she  has  hitherto  done  upon  her  laity,  the 
solemn  fact,  that  the  slaves  of  the  South  are  not  merely 
HO  much  property,  but  are  a  Siicred  trust  committed  to  us, 
as  a  people,  to  be  prepared  for  the  work  which  God  may 
have  for  them  to  do  in  the  future.  While  under  this  tute- 
lage He  fieely  gives  to  us  their  labor,  but  expects  us  to 
give  back  to  them  that  religious  and  moral  instruction 
which  is  to  elevate  them  in  the  scale  of  Being.  And  while 
Inculcating  this  truth,  the  Church  must  offer  more  freely 
her  ministrations  lor  their  benefit  and  improvement.  Her 
laity  must  set  the  example  of  residiness  to  fulfill  their  duty 
towards  these  people,  and  her  clergy  must  strip  themselves 
of  pride  and  fastidiousness  and  indolence,  and  rush  with 
tha  zeal  of  mwtyrs,  to  this  labor  of  love.    The  teachings 


of  the  Church  are  those  which  best  suit  a  people  passing 
from  ignorance  to  civilization,  because  while  it  represses 
all  fanaticism,  it  fastens  upon  the  memory  the  great  facts 
of  our  religion,  and  through  its  objective  worship  attracts 
and  enchains  them.  So  far  from  relaxing,  in  their  case, 
the  forms  of  the  Church,  good  will  bo  permanently  done 
to  them  just  in  proportion  as  we  teach  them  through  their 
senses  and  their  affections.  If  subjected  to  the  teachings 
of  a  bald  spiritualism,  they  will  find  food  for  their  senses 
and  their  child-like  fancies  in  siiperstitious  observances  of 
their  own,  leading  too  often  to  crime  and  licentiousness. 

It  is  likewise  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  press  uj  on  the 
masters  of  the  country  their  obligation,  as  Christian  men, 
so  to  arrange  this  institution  as  not  to  necessitate  the  vio- 
lation of  those  sacred  relations  which  God  has  created,  and 
which  man  cannot,  consistently  with  Christian  duty,  an- 
nul. The  systems  of  labor  which  prevail  in  Europe  and 
which  ai'e,  in  many  respects,  more  severe  than  ours,  are  so 
arranged  as  to  prevent  all  necessity  for  the  sep.aratiou  of 
parents  and  children,  and  of  husbands  and  wives,  and  a  very 
little  care  upon  our  part,  would  rid  the  system  upon  which 
wc  ai-o  about  to  plant  our  national  life,  of  these  unchristia* 
features.  It  belongs,  especially,  to  the  Episcopal  Church 
to  urge  a  proper  teaching  upon  this  subject,  for  in  her  fold 
and  in  her  congregations  are  found  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  grfeat  slaveholders  of  the  country.  We  rejoice  to 
be  enabled  to  say  that  the  public  sentiment  is  rapidly  be- 
coming S'lund  upon  this  suiiject,  and  that  the  Legislatures 
of  several  of  the  Cimfederate  States  have  already  taken 
steps  towards  this  consummation.  Hitherto  have  we  been 
hindered  bj'  the  pressure  of  abolitionism;  now  that  we 
have  thrown  off  from  us  that  hateful  and  infidel  pestilence, 
we  should  iirove  to  the  world  that  we  are  faithful  to  our 
trust,  and  the  Church  should  lead  the  hosts  of  the  Lord  in 
this  woik  of  justice  and  of  mercy. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL. 

It  is  difficult  to  get  inforruatiou  respecting 
tbis  Church.  Its  General  Conference  was 
to  have  been  held  in  1862,  in  New  Or- 
leans, but  the  city  fell  before  that  date  ;  and 
there  has  been  no  meeting  of  the  body  since. 
Its  book  concern  (in  Nashville)  came  into 
our  possession  at  an  early  day,  and  is  un- 
der proceedings  of  confiscation.  Few  of  the 
Annual  Conferences  have  been  held,  and  the 
organization  of  the  Church  appears  to  have 
been  almost  wrecked  by  the  war.  It  separated 
in  1845,  from  the  Methodist  Church  North,  on 
the  Slavery  Question. 

This  item  appeared  in  one  of  the  Georgia 
newsp  iperd  : 

Aui:usTA,  August  1, 1S64. — Bishop  Pierce,  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  South,  calls  upon  the  Methodists  of 
the  State  to  meet  on  AVednesday,  August  10,  for  special 
prayer  for  victory  and  the  expulsion  of  the  foe  from  our 
SUite. 

CATHOLIC. 

No  Church  body  appears  to  have  taken  ac- 
tion. 

Bishop  Lynch  of  Charleston  early  espoused 
the  "Confederate"  cause,  and  early  in  1861 
had  a  correspondence  with  Archbishop  Hughes 
on  the  riglitfulness  of  secession.  lie  has 
since  been  in  Europe  as  Confederate  agent. 

In  18G1,  the  Ncm  Orleans  Catholic  Sl'mdard 
published  these  editorial  articles  : 

Let  no  Southern  child  be  educated  outside  the  limits  of 
the  Confederate  States.  We  have  excellent  schools  and 
colleges  at  Richmond  and  Norfolk  in  Virginia;  at  Charles- 
ton and  Columbia  in  South  Carolina;  at  Savannah  and 
Augusta  in  Georgia;  at  St.  Augustine  in  Florida;  at  Mo- 
bile in  Alabama;  at  Bay  St.  Louis,  Pass  Christian,  Sulphur 
Springs,  Vicksburg,  and  Natchez,  Mississippi;  at  B'ort 
Smith,  Helena  and  Little  Rock  in  Arkansas ;  at  Marks- 
ville  and  Memphis  in  Tennessee;  at  Galves-on,  New 
Braunfels,  f^an  Antonio,  Brownsville,  and  Liberty  in  Te.xas; 
and  at  St.  Michael's,  Grand  Coteau,  Vcrmillionville,  Thibo- 
deaux,  Donaldsonville,  Natchit  ches,  Avoyelles.  Alexandria, 
Shreveport.  Iberville,  Algiers  and  New  Orleans  in  Louisi- 
ana. The  social  bonds  between  us  and  the  Catholics  at  the 
North   have   been  suvereU    by   them.      We    aoUuowleilj^ 
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them  no  longer  as  our  countrymen.    They  and  their  insti- 
tutions have  uo  claims  upon  us. 

Our  Charleston  brother  is  not  alone  in  the  satisfaction  he 
feels  at  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholic  Celts  to  their  adopted 
State.  We  are  jrroud  in  being  able  to  claim  similar  honors 
for  our  Hibernian  friends.  A  very  largo  majority  of  what  is 
styled  the  Irish  vote  in  this  city,  was  cast  lor  the  Secession 
ticket.  Precincts  where  the  Irish  formerly  testiiied  their 
devotion  to  the  Union,  by  heavy  majorities  for  the  so-called 
Union  ticket,  gave  in  the  recent  elections  either  majorities 
fur  Secession  or  reduced  the  co-operation  majority  to  a 
mere  trifle.  We  are  proud  to  say  that  this  is  not  only  true 
of  the  Celts,  in  particular,  but  of  our  entire  Catholic  popu- 
lation, a  very  large  majority  of  whom  voted  the  Secession 
ticket.  Of  practical  Catholics,  probably  19  out  of  every  20 
who  voted  gave  it  their  support.  Religion,  of  course,  was 
not  directly  involved  in  the  question,  but  it  is  quite  impos 
Bible  to  dissever  patriotism  from  religion  in  the  Catholic 
heart.  That  is  a  Union  which  cannot  be  dissolved.  Even 
the  wayward  Catholic  youth  whose  passions  have  led  him 
astray  from  the  house  of  his  Father,  and  who  has  for 
years  neglected  his  loving  bounty,  cannot  have  his  patriot- 
ism aroused  without  at  once  burning  with  reawakened 
love  and  duty  to  his  soul's  true  home.  We  cannot  conceive 
Buch  an  impossibility  as  a  Catholic  heart  in  which  Patriot- 
ism and  Religion  do  not  throb  together.  Like  the  Hiber- 
nians in  Charleston,  their  countrymen  in  New  Orleans, 
man}'  of  whom  were  partisans  of  Mr.  Douglas,  have  organ- 
ized militarj'  companies,  not  for  mere  pastime,  but  for 
work,  and  are  ready  for  the  struggle  whenever  the  arrogant 
North  shall  presume  to  force  it  upon  us. 

THE  pope's  reply  TO  THE  REBEL  COMMI.SSIONEES. 

Honorable  Gentlemen:  Mr  Soutterhas  handed  me  your 
letter  of  Nuvember  11,  with  which,  in  conformity  to  the 
instructions  of  your  Government,  you  have  sent  me  a  copy 
of  the  manifesto  issued  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  and  approved  by  the  mosthonor.-.blo  President, 
in  order  that  the  attention  of  the  Government  of  the  Holy 
Bee,  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  the  other  Governments,  j'ou 
have  addressed  yourselves,  might  be  called  to  it.-  The  sen- 
timents expressed  in  the  manifesto,  tending  as  they  do  to 
the  cessation  of  the  most  bloody  war  which  still  rages  in 
your  countries,  and  the  putting  an  end  to  the  disasters 
which  accompany  it  by  proceeding  to  negotiations  for 
peace,  being  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  disposition 
and  character  of  the  august  head  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of 
the  Holy  Father.  His  Holiness,  who  has  been  deeply 
afflicted  by  the  accounts  of  the  frightful  carnage  of  this 
obstinate  struggle,  bus  heard  with  satisfaction  the  expres- 
sion of  the  same  sentiments.  Being  the  vicar  on  earth  of 
that  God  who  is  the  author  of  peace,  he  yearns  to  see  these 
wraths  appeased  and  peace  restored.  In  proof  of  this.he 
wrote  to  the  Archbishops  of  New  York  and  New  Orleans, 
as  far  back  as  October  18,  1S62,  inviting  them  to  exert 
themselves  in  bringing  about  this  holy  object.  Yon 
may  then,  honorable  gentlemen,  feel  well  assured  that 
whenever  a  favorable  occasion  shall  present  itself,  His 
Holiness  will  not  fail  to  avail  himself  of  it,  to  hasten  so 
desirable  a  result,  and  that  all  nations  may  be  united  in  the 
bonds  of  charity. 

In  acquainting  you  with  this  benignant  disposition  of  the 
Holy  Father,  I  am  ple;ised  to  declare  myself,  with  senti- 
ments of  the  most  distinguished  esteem,  truly  yonr  ser- 
vant, 

G.  CiRD.  ANTONELLI. 

Rome,  December  2, 1S64. 
Messrs.  A.  Dddley  Mann,  J.  M.  Mason,  and  John  Sudell, 

Commissioners   of  the    Confederate  States    of  AmeHca, 

Paris. 


CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION",  1861. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
New  Orleans,  under  date  of  May  "22,  issued  an 
"  Address  to  the  Young  Men's  Cliristiaa  Asso- 
ciations of  North  America,"  in  which  they 
say  : 

We  wish  you  to  feel  with  ns,  that  there  is  a  terrible  respon- 
sibility now  resting  upon  us  all  as  Christians,  in  this  trying 
time  of  our  couut.y.  *  *  s=  We  iu  the  South  are  satis- 
fied in  our  judgments,  AND  in  our  hearts,  that  the  political 
severance  of  the  Southern  from  the  Northern  States  is 
prrmanent,  and  should  be  satisfactory.  We  believe  that 
reason,  history,  and  knowledge  of  human  nature,  will 
suggest  the  folly  and  futility  of  a  war  to  re-establish  a 
political  union  between  thesevered sections.  *  *  *  u-^j 
it  not  occurred  to  you,  brethren,  that  the  hand  of  God  may 
BE  in  this  political  division,  that  both  governments  may 
more  effectually  work  out  His  designs  in  the  regeneration 
of  the  world?     While  such  a  possibility  may  exist,  lot  His 


people  be  careful  not  to  war  against  His  will.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  the  war  is  to  maintain  religious  freedom,  or 
extend  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  Then,  God's  people  should 
beware  how  they  wage  or  encourage  it.  In  the  name  of 
Christ  and  His  divine  teachings,  we  protest  against  the 
war  which  the  Government  at  Washington  is  waging 
against  the  territory  and  people  of  the  Southern  States; 
and  we  call  upon  all  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As^oci* 
tions  in  the  North  to  unite  with  us  in  this  solemn  protest. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  "CONFEDERATE" 
CLERGY,  1863. 

ADDRESS  TO  CHRISTIANS  1  HROtJGHOUT  THE 
WORLD,  BY  THE  CLERGY  OF  THE  CONFEDE- 
RATE    STATES    OF    AMERICA. 

Christian  Brethren, — In  the  name  of  our  Holy  Chris- 
tianit}',  we  address  you  in  this  form,  respecting  matters  of 
great  interest  to  ns,  which  we  believe  deeply  concern  the 
catise  of  our  Blessed  Master,  and  to  which  we  invoke  your 
serious  attention. 

We  speak  not  in  the  spirit  of  controversy,  not  by  politi- 
cal inspiration,  but  as  the  servantsof  the  Most  High  God,  we 
speak  the  "  truth  in  love,"  concerning  things  which  make 
for  peace. 

In  the  midst  of  war — surrounded  by  scenes  that  pain 
the  souls  of  all  good  men — deploring  the  evils  which  are 
inseparable  from  nationaj  contentions — we  feel  most  deeply 
impressed  by  the  conviction,  that  for  our  own  sake,  for  the 
sake  of  our  posterity,  for  the  s;\ke  of  humanity,  for  the 
sake  of  the  truth,  and,  above  all,  for  the  sake  of  our  Re- 
deemer's Kingdom,  it  behoves  us  to  testify  of  certain  things 
in  our  beloved  land,  which  seem  to  be  neither  understood 
nor  appreciated  by  our  enemies,  nor  yet  clearly  appreciated 
by  Christians  of  other  nations. 

We  put  forth  this  address  after  much  prayer,  solemnly 
invoking  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  and  committiLg 
what  we  say  to  that  Providence  by  which  we  trust  we  are 
directed,  and  by  whose  authority  and  power  the  govern- 
ments of  the  earth  stand  or  fall. 

If  we  were  nmved  to  make  this  address  by  any  fears  of 
the  final  issue  of  the  war  iu  which  our  country  is  now  en- 
gaged, by  any  inclination  to  meddle  with  political  ques- 
tions, by  any  desire  to  resume  controversy  in  respect  to 
matters  which  have  been  referred  to  the  ai-bitration  of  the 
sword;  if  indeed  anything  that  compromised  the  simplici- 
ty, dignity,  and  purity  of  Christian  duty  moved  us  to  issue 
this  address,  we  should  deserve  to  have  it  despised  by  you, 
and  could  hope  for  no  blessing  of  God  to  rest  upon  it.  But 
for  all  that  we  say  in  the  following  declarations,  we  are 
willing  to  be  judged  bj'  succeeding  generations,  and  to 
answer  in  that  day  when  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  sftall  be 
made  known. 

We  do  nut  propose  to  discuss  the  causes  of  the  war. 
They  are  matters  of  recent  history,  easily  known  and  read 
of  all  men.  To  discuss  them  would  obviously  involve 
much  more  than,  as  Christian  ministers,  we  feel  it  our 
province  to  argue. 

\Ve  submit  for  your  consideration  as  the  first  point  of 
our  testimony  and  ground  of  protest, — 

Tliat  the  loir  luaged  against  our  people,  in  principle  and 
in  fact,  proposes  to  achieve  that  which,  in  the  nature  of  tin 
case,  it  is  impossible  to  accomplish  by  violence.  The  war 
proposes  the  restoration  of  tlie  Umon. 

We  can  rationally  suppose  a  war  for  con<inest,  or  to  ex- 
pel an  invader,  or  to  compel  respect  for  stipulations  of 
peace  and  international  intercourse  which  have  been  vio- 
lated ;  but  how  measures  of  violence  can  reunite  indepen- 
dent States,  restore  their  broken  fellowship,  re-establish 
equality  of  representatives'  rights,  or  coerce  a  people  to 
brotherly  kindness,  unit}',  and  devotion  to  each  other,  ia 
utterly  beyond  our  concei)tion. 

But  if  our  enemies  be  disingenuous  in  their  professions 
— if  they  fight  not  to  recover  seceded  States,  but  to  suhjur 
gate  tliem,  what  promise  do  men  find  in  the  numbers, 
intelligence,  courage,  resources,  and  moral  energies  of  tho 
miliiiins  who  inhabit  the  Confederate  States,  tliat  such  a 
people  can  ever  become  profitable  oi  happy,  as  subordi- 
nate to  mere  military  force?  If  subjugation,  therefore, 
were  possible,  is  it  (lesiral)le?  Would  the  United  States 
gain  anything?  Would  Christian  civilization  gain  any- 
thing? Said  a  great  British  statesman  in  1775,  when 
arguing  iu  favor  of  adopting  conciliatory  measures  in 
respect  to  the  revolted  colonies  of  America — colonies,  not 
seceding  States — that  wereiu  actual  rebellion  against  their 
sovereign  :  "  The  use  of  force  is  but  temporary.  It  may 
subdue  for  a  moment,  but  it  does  not  remove  tho  necessity 
for  subduing  again;  and  a  nation  Is  not  governed  which  is 
perpetually  to  be  conquered.  My  next  objection  is  its 
uncertainty.  Terror  is  not  always  the  effect  of  force,  and 
an  armament  is  not  a  victory.  *  *  *  A  further  objec- 
tion to  force  is  that  you  impair  Vie  object  by  your  very  ei> 
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deavors   to  preserve  it.    The  thing  you  fought  for  is  not 
the  thi]ig  you  recover." 

Christian  brethren,  could  the  hand  of  violence  win  you 
to  desire  fellowship  with  a  people  while  it  destroyed  your 
paace,  polluted  your  sanctuaries,  invaded  the  sacred  pre- 
cincts of  your  homes,  robI)ed  you  of  your  property,  slaugh- 
tered your  noble  sous,  clothed  your  daughters  in  grief, 
filled  your  land  with  sorrow,  and  employed  its  utmost 
strength  to  redui:e  your  country  to  the  degradation  of  a 
subjugated  province  ?  Would  it  not  rather  animate  you  to 
prefer  death — honorable  death — the  patriot's  alternative, 
the  Christian's  martyrdom  ? 

As  an  excu.se  for  violence,  our  enemies  charge  that  the 
Confederate  States  have  attempted  to  overthrow  the  "  best 
Government  on  earth;"  and  call  us  "traitor.-;,"  '"rebels." 
We  deny  the  charge ;  and  as  to  the  epithets,  if  they  dafined 
our  position,  under  the  circumstances,  we  could  glory  in 
them,  as  do  the  people  of  God  when  persecuted  for  truth 
and  conscience'  sake.  But  we  regard  such  terms  as  gra- 
tuitously assuming  the  very  point  at  issue.  If  employed 
Biucerely,  we  will  nut  complain;  but  wo  are  persuaded  that 
Eiany  have  uttered  these  e.xpi-essions  under  the  influence 
of  resentl'ul  feelings,  who  would  not  otherwise  assert  the 
political  doctrines  they  imply.  We  are  not  disposed  to 
engage  in  an  angry  retort,  and  ouly  mention  these  things 
to  show  that  we  appreciate  tliem. 

It  will  appear  singular  when  men  reflect  upon  it,  that  so 
many  intelligent  and  Christian  people  should  desire  to 
withdraw  from  the  "tha  best  Gm'urnment  on  earth."  And 
we  need  not  discuss  the  kindness  of  those  who  so  generous- 
ly propose  to  confer  on  us  by  force  of  arms  "  the  best  Gov- 
a'nnieiU." 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  overthrow  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  unless  by  the  fanatical  party  which 
now  administers  its  affaus.  The  South  never  entertained 
Buch  an  idea.  If  that  Government  fall  for  lack  of  Southern 
support,  let  men  discriminate  between  the  dowuiiill  of  an 
oppression  when  the  oppressed  have  escaped,  and  a  w  mton 
effort  to  break  up  gooil  government.  So  Pharoah  fell,  but 
no.t.by  the  hand  of  Israel.  The  dismemberment  of  the 
Union  by  secession  was  not  a  blcjw  at  the  Government.  It 
was  for  our  own  deliverance.  Jt  was  an  election  of  the 
people,  only  hastened  and  rendered  in  some  cases  impera- 
tive by  the  violent  movements  of  the  Execnt'v"  "f  t'^e 
United  States.  Virgi'i':..  may  bo  referred  lo  as  an  illustra- 
tion. That  State  w.ts  not  willing  to  setiede  hastily ;  but  the 
demand  of  Prijsident  Lincoln,  tliat  she  furnish  troops  to 
fight  her  sister  States,  ended  all  hesitation.  At  once  she 
took  position  with  tbo  Confederacy,  preferring  to  battle  in 
defence  of  liberty,  rather  than,  in  opi)osition  to  all  her 
principles,  to  invade  or  suffer  the  invivsion  of  the  South. 

So  far,  therefore,  from,desiring  to  destroy  the  United 
States Ilovernnieut,  the  great  object  of  those  States  which 
first  seceded  was  to  secure  their  own  rights,  and  their 
tranquillity ;  while  the  immediate  object  of  the  States 
which  last  seceded  was  to  place  themselves  as  harriers  in 
the  way  of  a  fanatical  Administration,  and,  if  possible, 
Btay  the  bloody  effort  to  coerce  independent  States  to 
remain  in  the  Union,  when  their  constitutional  rights 
would  not  be  reipected,  and  when  the  very  purpose  to 
coerce  them  showed  a  readiness  to  sacrifice  the  lives  of 
citizens  to  the  demands  of  sectional  hostility.  The  South 
would  never  vote  in  favor  of  annexing  or  retaining  a 
Northern  'State  by  fon^e  of  arms.  Instead,  therefore,  of 
waging  war  f  >r  tiie  overthrow  of  the  United  States,  the 
Confederate  States  simply  defend  themselves. 

The  war  is  forci-d  upon  us.  We  have  always  desired 
peace.  After  a  conflict  of  opinions  between  the  Nortli  and 
the  South  in  Churcli  ami  State,  of  more  than  thirty  years, 
growing  more  bitter  and  painful  daily,  we  wi.hdraw  from 
them  to  secure  peace — they  send  troops  to  compel  us  into 
re-union  !  Our  proposition  Wivs  peaceable  separation,  say- 
ing, "  We  are  aoiualli/  divided,  our  nominal  union  is  only  a 
platform  of  strile."  The  answer  is  a  call  for  seventi/-five 
thousand  troops,  to  force  submission  to  a  Government 
whose  character,  in  the  judgment  of  the  South,  had  been 
sacrificed  to  sectionalism,  i'rom  the  speech  of  Mr.  Burke, 
already  referred  to,  the  following  language  may  be  quoted 
as  not  inappropriate  to  our  position  in  respect  of  peace, — 

'•TuE  PiioposmoN  IS  Peace. — Not  peace  through  the 
medium  of  w.ir;  not  peace  to  bo  hunteil  through  the  laby- 
rinth of  intricate  and  endless  negotiations;  not  peace  to 
aj-ise  out  of  univor.sal  discord,  fomented  from  principle,  in 
all  parts  of  the  empire;  not  peace  to  depend  on  the  judi- 
cial determination  of  perplexing  questions,  or  the  precise 
marking  the  shadowy  boundaries  of  a  complex  govern- 
ment. It  is  simple  peace,  sought  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and 
laid  in  principles  purely  pacific." 

Such  a  proposition  of  jieace  was  clearly  the  appropriate 
duty  of  a  Christian  people.  Tho  South  can  point  out  on 
the  page  of  history  the  names,  and  refer  to  the  earnest  and 
repeated  efforts  of  her  commissioners  of  peace.  But  our 
foes  preferred  war — violence — and  by  violence  the  end  they 
aimed  at  was  unattainable,  as  tho  purpose  was  unworthy 


of  a  Christmn  nution.  Against  this  vioUnr.e,  upon  princJ 
pie,  aiul  in  the  light  of  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  we,  as  th« 
servants  of  God  and  the  ministers  of  peace,  testify  and  sol- 
emnly protest. 

Tho  second  general  point  which  we  submit  for  your 
Chiistian  consideratiop  is, — 

The  S']>aratinn  of  the  Southern  States  is  universally  re- 
garded bi/  our  people  as  final,  and  the  formation  of  the. 
Confederate  Stales'  Government  as  a  fixed  fact,  promising  in 
no  respect,  a  restoration  of  theformer  Union. 

PoMtically  and  ecclesiastically,  the  lino  has  been  drawn 
between  North  and  South.  It  has  been  done  distinctly, 
deliberately,  finally,  and  in  most  solemn  form.  The  Con- 
federacy claims  to  possess  all  the  conditions  and  essential 
characteristics  of  an  independent  Government.  Our  insti- 
tutions, habits,  tastes,  pursuits,  and  religion,  suggest  no 
wish  for  reconstruction  of  the  Union.  We  regard  tho 
Confederacy,  in  tho  wise  providence  of  tho  Alnii;;hty,  as 
the  result  of  causes  which  render  its  independent  existence 
a  moral  and  political  necessity,  and  its  final  and  future  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  not  a  matter  that  admits 
of  the  slightest  doubt. 

•Among  all  tho  indefensible  acts  growing  out  of  the  inex- 
cusable war  waged  against  us,  we  will  refer  to  one  espe- 
cially, in  regard  to  which,  for  obvious  rea-ons,  we  would 
speak,  and  as  becometh  us,  plainly  and  earnestly: — Tlw. 
recent  proclnmatinn  of  the  Frrsiden'  of  the  United  States, 
seeking  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  of  the  South,  is,  in 
our  judgment,  a  suitable  occasion  for  solemn  protest  on  i/te 
part  of  the  people  if  God  throiig/iout  the  world. 

First,  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  proclamation  could 
be  carried  out  in  its  design,  wo  have  no  langu.ige  to  de- 
scribe tho  bloody  tragedy  that  would  app.il  humanity. 
Christian  sensibilities  recoil  from  the  vision  of  a  struggle 
that  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  slaughter  of  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  poor  deluded  insurrectionists!  Suppose  their 
owners  suffered  ;  in  the  nature  of  things  the  slaves  would 
sufl'er  infinitely  more.  Make  it  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  public  s.ifety  that  the  slaves  be  slaughtered,  and  he 
who  should  wiito  the  history  of  that  event  would  record 
the  darkest  chapter  of  human  woo  yet  written. 

But,  secondli/,  suppose  the  proclamation — as  indeed  we 
esteem  it  in  tho  South — a  mere  political  document,  devised 
to  win  favor  among  the  most  fanatical  of  the  Northern  peo 
pie,  uttering  nothing  that^has  not  already  been  attempted, 
practically,  but  in  vain,  by  the  United  States;  suppose  it  to 
bo  Worth  no  more  than  the  paper  upon  which  its  bold  ini- 
quity is  traced,  nevertheless  it  is  tho  avowal  of  a  principle, 
the  decl.aration  of  a  wi.sh,  the  deliberate  attempt  of  the 
chief  magistrate  of  a  nation  to  do  that  which,  its  a  measure 
of  war,  must  be  repugnant  to  civilisation,  .and  which  tva 
calmly  denounce  as  worthy  of  universal  reprobation,  and 
against  which  Christians  in  the  name  of  huuiauity  and  re- 
ligion ought  to  protest. 

What  shall  sound  Christianity  say  to  that  one-idea  of 
philanthropy  which,  in  tho  name  of  an  imaginary  good,  in 
bliinl  fury  rushes  upon  a  thousand  unqueslionabl-e  evils  ? 

If  it  wore  the  time  for  such  argument,  we  should  not 
fear  tho  issiui  of  a  full  discussion  of  this  whole  question  of 
Slavery.  We  fear  no  investigation — wo  decline  no  debate; 
but  wo  would  not,  at  an  hou.' like  this,  and  in  an  address 
which  is  chiefly  a  protest,  invoke  the  spirit  of  controversy. 
Wo  content  ourselves  with  what  we  regard  as  infinitely 
more  solemn;  we  stand  before  the  world,  while  warsilences  ■ 
the  voices  of  disputants,  and  men  in  deadly  contention 
wrestle  on  fields  of  blood,  protesting  against  the  crimes 
that  in  the  name  of  liberty  .and  philanthropy  are  attempted  I 
Let  it  go  forth  from  oiu-  lips  while  we  live;  let  it  be  re- 
corded of  us  when  we  are  dead,  that  we — ministers  of  our 
Lord.Jesus  Christ,  and  members  of  His  holy  Churi.h,  with 
our  hands  upon  tho  Bible,  at  once  the  sacred  charter  of  our 
liberties  and  the  foundation  of  our  faith — call  heaven  and 
earth  to  record,  that  in  the  n.ame  of  Him  whose  we  are, 
and  whom  we  serve,  we  2)>'of est .'  No  description  we  can 
give  of  this  measure  of  the  E.vecuHveof  tlie  United  Stat  s, 
even  though  indignation  alone  inspired  usto  utter  it,  would 
e.\aggerate  what  we  regard  as  an  vniholy  infatuation,  a 
ruthless  persecution,  a  cruel  .and  shameful  device,  adding 
severity  and  bitterness  to  a  wicked  and  reckless  war. 

When  itis  remembered  that, in  theuameof  a  '•military  ne- 
cessity" this  new  me;usure  was  adopted,  we  may  pass  by  the 
concession  of  weakness  implied  in  this  fact,  and  content 
ourselves  with  calling  attention  to  the  immorality  of  a 
necessity  created  by  a  needless  war  of  invasion.  •'  Military 
necessity!"  an  excuse,  not  for  self-defence — not  for  sell- 
preservation — but  for  violating  the  laws  of  civilized  war- 
fare, and  attempting  a  barbarity.  If  "  militiiry  necessity" 
be  the  inspiration  to  attempt  emancipation,  how  shall  men 
praise  it  as  philanthropy  ?  Are  other  nations  uninteresttd 
in  such  conduct?  Proclaim  the  ri~ght  first  to  invade  and 
subjug.ato  independent  Slates,  exhaust  all  resoin-ces,  and 
then  avow  tho  principle  of  ''  military  necessity"  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  adding  soTerity  to  tho  wrong,  as  a  plea  upon  winch 
to  project  a  scheme  violating  every  mauly,  houorab.u,  uud 
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rhr-3ti;iii  sentiment!  Suppose  iin  iuvaie-  happens  to  be 
too  weak  to  conquer  upon  uuy  other  i)l:in.  h;us  lu-  therefore 
the  right  to  proclaiin  that  poison  anil  iho  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  women  ami  children  sliall  heliis  legal  metliod? 
The  common  cause  of  humanity,  and  the  common  hopes  of 
Christian  civilization,  as  they  appeal  to  every  nation,  cry 
out  against  this  wi-etched  subterfuge.  If  the  "military 
necessity"  o{  weakness  ma.y  righteously  adopt  any  measure 
that  an  invailer's  ingenuity  can  invent  or  his  malice  sug- 
gest, whit  laws,  what  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  shall 
nations  at  war  respect  ? 

At  one  time  the  world  is  told  "the  rebellion  is  weak, and 
will  be  crushed  out  in  sixty  days ;"  at  another,  "  Union 
nnn  abound  in  the  South,  and  wUl  welcome  United  States' 
troops  as  deliverers;"  and  Jiow  the  invader  is  so  hopeless 
of  his  task,  that  it  is  a  "  military  necessity  "  that  he  obtain 
help  of  slaves!  May  it  not  be  pertinently  asked,  what, 
that  is  creditable  to  this  invasion,  ought  men  to  believe, 
and  to  what  cud  is  this  deceitful  war  waged?  When  this 
last  ri'sort,  like  all  the  enemy's  preceding  schemes,  shall 
sign.ally  fail,  as  it  certainly  will,  to  achieve  the  ruin  of  the 
South,  what  is  promised  ?  Nothing,  but  war  !  cruel,  relent- 
less, desperate  war!  Because  the  President  by  his  scheme 
violates  the  constitution,  we  mr^r/fi  condemn  him;  though 
the  constitutionality  of  his  acts  be  less  important  to  us  than 
to  the  people  over  whom  he  presides;  because  he  has  vio- 
lated his  word,  liis  special  iiromise,  and  oven  his  solemn 
oath  of  office,  we  might  abhor  his  act;  though  that  is  a 
niatt»r  wiiich  may  chiefly  concern  his  conscientiousness, 
and  illustrate  the  character  of  that  officer  whom  South- 
erners refuse  to  salute  as  their  President ;  because  of  the 
diab  "lical  mischief  intenrlrd.  we  might  in  the  name  of 
Heaven  indignantly  denounce  his  Proclamation,  though  no 
weapon  formed  against  us  be,  practically,  more  harmless. 
But  these  are  not  the  considerations  which  move  us  to  pro- 
test: we  solemnly  protest  6cc'(Mse,  under  the  disguise  ofphi- 
lan'hropij,  ami  the  pretext  of  doing  good,  lie  would  seek  the 
(ipprohiiHun  of  mankind  upon  a  war  that  promises  to  hu- 
manity f/nhi  evil,  and  tliat  continually. 

Let  philanthropists  observe,  oven  according  to  its  own 
terms,  this  measure  is  in  no  proper  sense  an  act  of  mercy 
to  the  slave,  but  of  malice  toward  the  master.  It  pro- 
vid"S  ^or  ireem%  only  the  slaves  of  those  u-ho  fr/ht  against 
tlie  United  States.  The  effort  is  not  to  relieve  that  Govern- 
irent  of  shivery,  where  thephilauthropy  has  full  opportunity 
for  displayin.iits  generosity,  and  tlio  power  to  tjxercise  itiu 
respect  to  slavery,  if  it  exists  at  all,  can  be  indulged;  but 
the  eftbrt  is  simply  to  invoke  slavery  as  an  agent  against 
the  f^outh,  reckless  of  the  consequences  to  the  slaves  them- 
eelves.  Shall  a  pretext  at  once  so  weak  and  so  base  mislead 
intelligent  men,  and  make  them  imagine  Abraham  Lincoln 
is  a  philanthropist?  His  position  ought  to  be  ofi'ensive  to 
every  sincere  abolitionist,  as  well  as  disgusting  to  every 
sincere  friend  of  the  slave,  of  every  shade  of  opinion  on 
the  que.stion  of  slavery.  How  does  it  affect  the  cause  of 
the  Confederacy  ?  If  to  awaken  a  deeper  resentment  than 
ever  inflamed  the  people  of  the  South  before ;  if  to  quench 
the  last  sentipient  of  respect  that  lingered  in  their  breasts 
for  the  United  States'  Government;  if  to  unite  them  more 
resolutely  than  ever,  and  to  make  it  to  the  individual  in- 
terest of  every  person  in  the  bounds  of  the  Confederacy  to 
Bustaiu  and  strengthen  it  with  every  dollar  and  every  arm. 
and  every  prayer,  and  every  energy  of  manly  virtue  and 
Christian  encouragement,  be  to  advance  thoiuvader'sinter- 
est,  and  give  him  hopeof  success, then hasthe proclamation 
furnished  him  opjiortunity  of  congratulating  himself. 

We  submit  further:  Thatthe  war  against  the  Confederate 
States  has  achieved  no  good  result,  and  we  find  nothing  in 
tJie  present  state  of  the  struggle  that  gives  promise  of  the 
United  Slates  accomplishing  any  good  by  its  continuance. 
Though  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lives  have  been  lost,  and 
many  millions  of  treasure  spent;  though  a  vast  amount  of 
valuable  property  has  been  destroyed,  and  numbers  of  once 
happy  homes  made  desolate ;  though  cities  and  towns  Iiave 
been  temporarily  captured,  and  aged  men  and  helpless 
women  and  children  have  suffered  such  things  as  it  were 
even  a  shame  to  speak  of  plainly ;  though  sanctuaries  have 
been  desecrated,  and  ministers  of  God  been  dragged  from 
s.icred  altars  to  loathsome  prisons :  though  slaves  have 
been  instigated  to  insurrection,  and  every  me;usure  has 
been  adopted  that  the  ingenuity  of  the  enemy  could  devise, 
or  Ills  ample  resources  afford  by  sea  and  by  land;  yet  we 
aver,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  only  possession 
which  the  United  States  hold  in  the  Confederate  States  is 
the  ground  on  which  United  States'  troops  pitch  their 
tents;  and  that  whenever  those  troops  withdraw  from  a 
given  locality  in  our  tenitory,  the  jieoplo  resident  therein 
testify  a  warmer  devotion  to  the  Confederate  cause  than 
oven  before  their  soil  was  invaded.  Nothing  is  therefore 
ftonqu<red — no  part  of  the  country  is  subdued ;  the  civil 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  the  real  tost  of  their 
Buccess,  has  not  been  establislied  by  any  force  of  arms 
Wliere  such  civil  jurisdiction  exists  at  all  along  the  border, 
it  buU  emiated  all  the  while,  v/aji  not  obtained  by  furce,  uud 


is  not  the  fruit  of  conquest.    The  fact  is  admitted  by  our 
enemies  themselves. 

It  is  worthy  of  special  noti'^e,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
gigantic  exertions  of  the  United  States,  they  have  not  been 
able  to  secure  the  return  of  a  single  county,  or  section  of  a 
county,  mnch  less  a  single  State,  that  has  seceded.  No 
civil  order  and  peace  spring  up  in  the  track  of  their 
armies.  All  in  front  of  them  is  resolute  resistance;  and 
behind  them,  when  they  have  entered  our  territory,  is  a 
deep,  uncompromising  opposition,  over  which  only  military 
force  can  for  a  moment  be  trusted.  Thus  the  civilised 
world  is  called  upon  to  obsirve  an  invasion  which  has 
lasted  nearly  two  years,  and  achieved  nothing  but  cruelty. 
Before  it  a  people  ready  to  die,  but  neither  ready  to  submit, 
nor  weak  enough  to  be  conquered;  and  for  its  gloomy 
prospect  an  interminable  war,  growing  more  bitter  and 
unfeeling  every  day,  because  more  hopeless  to  them  that 
by  it  have  sought  things  impossible  as  well  as  unrighteous. 
Ill  the  name  of  the  great  Prince  of  Peace,  has  Christianity, 
has  civilisation,  nothing  to  say  to  such  an  awful  tragedy? 
Such  is  the  war  for  the  Union!  Yet  every  day  our  foes  are 
deepening  and  widening  that  river  of  blood  which  divides 
us  from  them  for  ever  I 

The  only  change  of  opinion  among  our  people  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  that  is  of  material  importance  to  tlie 
final  issue,  has  been  the  change  from  all  lingering  attach- 
ment to  the  former  Union,  to  a  more  sacred  and  reliable 
devotion  to  the  Cimfederato  Government.  The  sentiments 
of  the  people  are  not  alterable  in  any  other  respects  by 
force  of  arms.  If  the  whole  country  were  occupied  by 
United  States'  ti'oops,  it  would  merely  exhibit  a  military 
despotism,  against  which  the  people  would  struggle  in 
perpetual  revolutionary  effort,  while  any  Southrons  re- 
mained alive.  Extermination  of  the  inhabitants  could 
alone  realise  civil  possession  of  their  soil.  Subjugation 
is,  therefore,  clearly  impossible.  Is  extermination  desired 
by  Christians? 

The  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the  South  ouglU  to  h* 
appreciated  by  Cltristians  of  all  nations. 

These  interests  have  realised  certainly  no  benefit  from 
the  war.  We  are  aware  that,  in  respect  to  the  moral  aspects 
of  the  question  of  slavery,  we  differ  from  those  who  con- 
ceive of  emancipation  as  a  measure  of  benevolence,  and  on 
that  account  we  suffer  much  reproach  which  we  are  con- 
sciuus  of  not  deserving.  With  a*  the  facts  of  the  systi-m 
of  slavery  in  its  practical  operations  before  us,  ''aseye- 
witne^ses  and  ministers  of  the  Word,  having  had  perfect 
understanding  of  all  things"  on  this  subject  of  which  we 
speak,  we  may  surely  claim  respect  for  our  opinions  and 
statements.  Most  of  us  have  grown  up  from  childhood 
among  the  slaves;  all  of  us  have  preached  to  and  taught 
them  the  word  of  life;  have  administered  to  them  the 
ordinances  of  the  Christian  Church  ;  sincerely  love  them  aa 
souls  for  whom  Christ  died ;  we  go  among  them  freely,  and 
know  them  in  health  and  sickness,  in  labor  and  rest,  from 
infancy  to  old  age.  Wo  are  familiar  with  their  physical 
and  moral  condition,  and  alive  to  all  their  interests;  and 
we  testify  in  the  sight  of  God,  that  the  relation  of  master 
and  slave  among  us,  however  we  may  deplore  abuses  in 
this,  as  in  other  relations  of  mankind,  is  not  incompatible 
with  our  holy  Chiistianity,  and  that  the  presence  of  the 
Africans  of  our  land  is  an  occasion  of  gratitude  on  their 
behalf  before  God;  seeing  that  thereby  Divine  Providence 
has  brou;;ht  them  where  missionarils  of  the  Cross  njay 
freely  proclaim  to  them  the  word  of  salvation,  and  the 
work  is  not  interrupted  by  agitating  fanaticism.  The 
South  has  done  more  than  any  people  on  earth  for  the 
Christianization  of  the  African  race.  The  condition  of 
slaves  here  is  not  wretched,  as  northern  fictions  would  have 
men  believe,  but  prosperous  and  happy,  and  would  have 
been  yet  more  so  but  for  the  mistaken  zeal  of  the  Aboli- 
tionists. Can  emancipation  obtain  for  them  a  better  por- 
tion? The  practicable  plan  for  benefiting  the  African 
race  must  be  the  Providential  plan — the  Scriptural  plan. 
We  adopt  that  plan  in  the  South;  and  while  the  State 
should  seek  by  wholesome  legislation  to  regard  the  interests 
of  m.aster  and  slave,  we,  as  ministers,  would  preach  the 
word  to  both  as  we  are  conmianded  of  God.  This  war  has 
not  benefited  the  slaves.  Those  who  have  been  encouraged 
or  compelled  to  leave  their  masters  have  gone,  and  we  aver 
can  go,  to  no  state  of  society  that  offers  them  any  better 
things  than  they  have  at  home,  either  in  respect  to  their 
temporal  or  eternal  welfare.  We  regard  Abolitionism  us 
an  interference  with  the  plans  of  Divine  Providence.  It 
has  not  the  signs  of  the  Lord's  bl  )ssing.  It  is  a  fanaticism 
which  puts  forth  no  good  fruit;  nstead  of  blessing,  it  has 
brought  forth  cursing ;  instead  of  love,  hatred ;  instead  of 
life,  death — bitterness,  and  sorrow,  and  pain;  and  infidelity 
and  moral  degeneracy  follow  its  labors.  We  remember 
how  the  apostle  has  taught  the  minister  of  Jesus  upon  thia 
subject:  "Let  as  many  servants  as  are  under  the  yoke 
count  their  own  masters  worthy  of  all  honor,  that  the 
name  of  God  and  His  doctrina  be  not  blasphemed.  And 
they  that  have  believinij  masters,  lot  them  not  despise 
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them  because  they  are  brethren  ;  but  rather  do  them  ser 
vice  because  they  are  faithful  and  beloved,  partakers  of  tho 
benefit.  Thrse  timtijs  teach  and  exhort.  If  any  man  teach 
otherwise,  and  consent  not  to  wholesome  words,  even  the 
words  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Clirist,  and  to  the  doctrine  which  is 
according  to  godliness,  he  is  proud,  knowing  nothing,  but 
doting  about  questions  and  strifes  of  words,  wliereof  Cometh 
envy,  strife,  railings,  evil  sunnisings,  perverse  disputings  of 
men  of  corrupt  mind,  and  destitute  of  the  truth,  supposing 
that  gain  is  godliness;  from  such  withdraw  thyself." 

This  is  what  we  teach,  and,  obedient  to  the  la-it  verse  of 
tlie  text,  from  men  that  "  teach  otherwise  " — hoping  for 
peace — we  "  withdraw  "  ourselves. 

The  Christians  of  the  South,  we  claim,  are  pious,  intelli- 
gent, and  liberal.  Their  ptstoral  and  missionary  works 
have  points  of  peculiar  interest.  There  are  hundreds  of 
thousands  here,  both  white  and  colored,  who  are  not  stran- 
gers to  the  blood  that  bought  them.  We  rejoice  that  the 
great  Uead  of  the  Church  has  not  despised  us.  We  desire 
as  much  as  in  us  licth  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men,  and 
though  reviled,  to  revile  not  again. 

Much  harm  has  been  done  to  the  religious  enterprises  of 
the  Church  by  the  war;  we  will  not  tire  you  by  enumerat- 
ing particulars.  We  thank  God  for  the  patient  faith  and 
fortitude  of  our  people  during  these  days  of  trial. 

Our  soldiers  were  before  the  war  our  fellow-citizens,  and 
many  of  them  are  of  the  household  of  faith,  who  have 
carried  to  the  camp  so  much  of  the  leaven  of  Christianity, 
that,  amid  all  the  demoralizing  intluences  of  army  life,  the 
good  work  of  salvation  has  gone  forward  there. 

Our  President,  some  of  our  most  influential  statesmen, 
our  commanding  general,  and  an  unusual  proportion  of  the 
principal  generals,  as  well  as  scores  of  other  ollicerg,  are 
prominent,  and  we  believe  consistent  members  of  the 
Church.  Thousands  of  our  soldiers  are  men  of  prayer.  We 
regard  our  success  in  the  war  as  due  to  Divine  mercy,  and 
our  Government  and  people  have  recognized  the  hand  of 
God  in  the  formal  and  humble  celebration  of  His  goodness. 
We  have  no  fear  in  regard  to  tlie  future.  If  the  war  con- 
tinue for  years,  we  believe  God's  grace  sufficient  for  us. 

In  conclusion,  we  ask  for  ourselves,  our  churches,  our 
country,  the  devout  prayers  of  all  God's  people, — ■'  the  will 
of  the  Lord  be  done !" 

Christian  brethren,  think  of  these  things ;  and  let  your 
answer  to  our  address  be  the  voice  of  an  enlightened 
Christian  sentiment  going  forth  from  you  against  wai', 
against  persecution  for  conscience'  sake,  against  the  rav- 
aging of  the  Church  of  God  by  fanatical  invasion.  But  if 
we  speak  to  you  in  vain,  nevertheless  we  have  notspoken  in 
vain  in  the  sight  of  God;  for  we  have  proclaimed  the  truth 
— we  have  te.stified  in  behalf  of  Christian  civilization — we 
have  invoked  charity — we  have  filed  our  solemn  jirotest 
against  a  cruel  and  useless  war.  And  our  cliildren  shall 
read  it,  and  honor  our  spirit,  though  in  much  feebleness  we 
moy  have  borne  our  testimony. 

•'Charity  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth 
all  things,  endureth  all  tbiugs."  Wo  desire  to  '-follow 
after  charity ;"  and  '■  as  many  as  walk  according  to  this  rule, 
peace  be  on  them,  aud  mercy,  and  upon  the  Israel  of  God." 

Signatures  to  tlte.  Address. 

BAPTIST    CHURCH. 

Ro.  Ryland,  D.D.,  President  of  Richmond  College,  Rich- 
mond,. Virginia. 
L.  W.  Seeley,  D.D.,  Richmond,  Virginia. 
J.  B.  Jeter,  D.D.,  President  of  Foreign  Missionary  Board, 

Richmond,  Virginia. 
James  B.  Taylor.  D.D.,  Secretary  Foreign  Missionary  Board, 

Richmond,  Virginia. 
A.  M.  I'uindexter,  D.D.,  Secretary  Foreign  Missionary  Board, 

nichmond,  Virginia. 
William  F.  Broaddus,  D.D.,  Charlottesville,  Virginia. 
n.  W.  Dodge,  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 
Cornelius  Tyree",  Powhatan  Courthouse,  Virginia. 
A.  D.  Sh.iver,  Editor  of  "Religious  Ilerald,"  Richmond, 

Virgmia. 
C.  George,  Culpepper  Courthouse,  Virginia. 
R.  11.  Bagby,  Bruington  Church,  Virginia. 
Thomas  K.  Skinner,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 
James   P.   Boyce,  D.D.,   President  Theological   Seminary, 

Greenville,  South  Carolina. 
John   A.   Broadus,  D.D.,  Professor  Theological   Seminary, 

Greenville,  South  Carolina. 
Basil   Manly,  jun.,  D.I).,  Professor  Theological   Seminary, 

Greenville,  Soutli  Carolina. 
William  Williams,  D.I).,  Professor  Theological  Seminary, 

Greenville.  South  Carolina. 
J.  M.  C.  Breaker,  Editor  "  Coul'ederate  Baptist,"  Columbia, 

S  lUtli  Carolina. 
J.  L.  ReynoMs,  D.D.,  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 
N.   M.  Crawford,   D.D.,   President  of   Mercer    University, 

Georgia. 
Jofieph  S.  Baker,  Quitman,  Georgia. 
U.  C.  Ilornady,  AtUnta,  Georgia. 


Samuel  ITend'r.»on,  Editor  of  "  Sonth  'WeBt  Baptist,"  Tni« 

ke.ffae.  Alabama. 
Thomas  S.  Savage,  Livingston,  MlssisaippL 
W.  U.  Meredith,  Florida. 

MSCIPLE3. 

W.  J.  Pettigrew,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL. 

J.  0.  Andrew,  D.D.,  Alabama,  Bishop  of  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South. 

John  Ea!  y,  D.D.,  Virginia,  Bishop  of  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chui  .-h,  South. 

G.  F.  Piercu,  L).D.,  Georgia,  Bishop  of  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

A.  M.  Skipp,  D.D.,  President  of  Wofford  College,  South 
Carolina. 

Whiteford  Smith,  D.D.,  South  Carolina. 

J.  T.  Wigbtman,  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

W.  A.  Gamewell,  Marion,  South  Carolina. 

Wm  A.  Smith,  D.D.,  President  of  Randolph  Macon  College, 
Virginia. 

Leroy  M.  Lee.  D.D.,  Virginia. 

D.  S.  Doggett,  Riclimond,  Virginia. 
J.  E.  Edwards,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

James  A.  Duncan,  D.D.,  Editor  "Richmond  Christian  Ad- 
vocate,"' Virginia. 

Braxton  Craven,  D.D.,  President  of  Trinity  College,  North 
Carolina. 

Joseph  Cross,  D.D.,  Tennessee. 

C.  W.  Chalton,  Editor  of  "  Uolston  Journal,"  Enoxvilla, 
Tennessee. 

S.  D.  Ilustrm,  D.D.,  Editor  of  "Ilome  Circle,"  Tennessee. 

E.  II.  Myers,  D.D.,  Editor  of  "Southern  Christian  Advo- 

cate." 

METHODIST  PROTESTANT. 

W.  A.  Crocker,  President  of  Virginia  District. 
R.  B.  Thompson,  President  of  Lynchburg   College,  Vlr 
ginia. 

F.  L.  B.  Shaver,  President  of  Alabama  District. 

PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL. 

Joshua  Peterldn,  D.D.,  Richmond,  Virginia. 
James  A.  Latane,  Staunton,  Virginia. 
James  Moore,  Louisburg,  North  Carolina. 
William  N.  Hawks,  Columbus,  Georgia. 
K.  J.  Stewart,  Alexandria. 

PRESBTTERI.A.N. 

Union  Thenlogical  Seminary,  Virginia. 

Robert  L.  Dabney,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Systematic  Theology, 
&c. 

Benjamin  M.  Smith,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Oriental  and  Biblical 
Criticism. 

Thomas  E.  Peck,  Professor  of  Church  Ilistoi^  and  Govern- 
ment. 

John  il.  P.  Atkinson,  President  of  Ilampdcn  Sidney  Col- 
lege,  Virfiinia. 

William  S.  White,  D.D.,  Lexington,  Virginia. 

Francis  McFarland,  D.D.,  near  Staunton,  Virginia. 

T.  V.  Moore,  D.D.,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

William  Brown,  D.D.,  Editor  "Central  Presbyterian," 
Richmond,  Virginia. 

Theodoric  Pryor,  D.D.,  Petersburg,  Virginia. 

A.  W.  Miller.  Petersburg,  \irginia. 

Drury  Lacy,  D.D.,  North  Carobua. 

Robert  II.  Morrison,  D.D.,  North  Carolina. 

Daniel  A.  Penick,  North  Carolina. 

John  L.  Kirkpatrick,  D  D.,  President  Davidson  College, 
North  Carolina. 

Moses  D.  Hoge,  D.D.,  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

Theological  Seminary,  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

A.  W.  Leland,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology. 
George  Howe,  D.D  ,  Prolessor  of  Biblical  Literature. 
John  B.   Adger,  D  D.,  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical    Ilisto* 

ry,  &c. 
James  \Voodrow  Perkins,  Professor  of  Natural  Science,  &c 

B.  M  Palmer,  D.D  ,  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 

New  Orleans. 
Thomas  Smythe,  D.D.,  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
W.  C.  Dan.a,  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
Samuel  K.  Talmage,  D.D.,  President  of  Oglethorpe  Uoiver* 

sity,  (;eor.;;ia. 
•bihu  S.  Wil.Kin,  D.D.,  Atlanta,  Georgia.  • 

Joseph  R.  Wilson,  D,D.,  Augusta,  Georgia. 
Robert  B.  White,  D.D.,  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama. 
George  II  W.  Petrie,  D.D.,  Jlontgomery,  Alabama. 
Joseph  Brown,  Florida. 
Archibald  Baker,  Madison,  Florida. 
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UNITEB  STXOD. 

Jliailf s  II.  Read  D.D.,  Richmond,  Yirgiuia. 

A.  Converse.  D.D.,  EtUtor  of  "Christian  Observer,"  Rich- 

monil,  Virginia 
T!ir>n)as  VV.  Ilo  iper,  Richmond,  Tirgiuia. 
P.  B.  Price,  Riclmiond,  YirKinia. 
Jacob  D  »Iit<  hfll.  D.D.,  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 
Tiiomas  D.  BsU,  llanisonbiirg,  Virginia. 
J.  H.  I'.  Leach.  D.D.,  I'armville,  Virginia. 
Mat.  M.  Marshall,  Tennessee. 
Jisi-'ph  H   Martin.  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
Fi  e  1.  A  Ross,  D  D.,  Iluntsville,  Alabama. 
J   M.  BI'Loan,  Mobile,  Alabama. 

C.  M.  Atkinson,  Canton,  Mississippi. 

ASSOCUTE  REFORMED. 

J.  C.  Press!  V,  D-D  .  South  Carolina. 
R.  C.  Gricr.'D.D.,  South  Carolina. 

E  L.  Patton,  President  of  Erskine  College,  South  Carolina. 
J.  J.  Bonner,  Editor  of  the  ''Due  West  Telescope,"  South 
Carolina. 

CUMBERLAND  PRESBYIERIAN. 

N.  A.  Davis,  Texas. 

LUTHERAN. 

D.  F.  Bittle,  D.D.,  President  of  Roanoke  College,  Virginia. 

GERMAN  REFORMED. 

J.  C.  Ilensell,  Mt.  Crawford,  Virginia. 

NOTES. 

1.  In  publishing  the  foregoing  Address,  it  is  proper  to 
declare  explicitly,  that  its  origin  was  from  no  political 
eource  whatever,  but  Ironi  a  conference  of  ministers  of  tho 
Gospel  in  tho  city  of  Richmond. 

The  signatures  are  confined  to  this  class  because  it  was 
believed  that,  on  the  points  presented,  tho  testimony  of 
men  holding  this  office  might  be  received  with  less  preju- 
dice than  that  of  any  other.  These  signatures  might  have 
been  indefinitely  increased.  Only  a  limited  number  of 
names — much  less  than  at  first  intended — was  solicited; 
and  as  they  are  still  coming  in,  some  will  probably  be 
received  too  late  for  in.sertion.  Those  appended  represent 
more  or  less  fully  every  accessible  section  of  the  Confede- 
racy, and  nearly  every  denomination  of  Christians.  They 
aie  ample  for  the  chief  objects  intended;  namely,  to  bear 
■witness  to  the  Christian  world  that  the  representations 
here  made  concerning  the  public  sentiment  of  the  South 
are  true,  and  to  carry  a  solemn  protest  against  the  contin- 
uance of  this  fruitless  and  unrighteous  war. 

2.  From  the  best  sources  of  information  it  is  ascertained 
that  the  whole  number  of  communicants  in  the  Christian 
churches  in  the  Coulederate  States  is  about  two  millions 
and  fifty  thousand. 

Of  these  the  number  of  white  communicants  is  about 
one  miUioH  five  liundre/l  andfiftij  thousand.  Supposing  the 
total  white  population  to  be  eir/ld  millions,  and  one-half 
that  number  to  be  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  a  little  more 
than  one-third  oi  the  adult  population  are  members  of  tho 
Church  of  Christ. 

The  number  of  colored  communicants  is  about^^ue  hundred 
thousand.  Assuming  the  colored  population  to  be  four 
millions,  there  would  be,  upon  the  s;ime  method  of  compu- 
tition,  one-fourth  of  the  adult  population  in  communion 
with  the  Church  of  Christ.  Thus  has  God  blessed  us  in 
gathering  into  His  Church  from  the  children  of  Africa 
more  than  twice  as  many  as  are  reported  from  all  the 
converts  in  the  Protestant  Missions  throughout  the  heathen 
world. 

In  making  this  summary  of  facts,  I  have 
omitted  mention  of  Sermons,  Addresses,  and 
Letters  from  Bishops  and  other  clergymen,  as 
chiefly  of  personal  interest,  and  not  indicative 
01  organized  Church  action. 

The    Military    Authorities    and   the 
Churches. 

ORDERS    OF     THE     SECRETARY     OF 
\\rAR. 

METHODIST     EPISCOPAL    CHURCH. 

November  30,  18G3 — The  following  order  in 
relation  to  the  use  of  all  houses  of  worship  be- 
longing to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  was  issued  and  delivered  to  Bishop 
Ames. 

December  9,  1863 — The  same  order  was  given 
concerning   houses   of   worship   of   the   same 


denomina'ion  in  the  Department  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  and  aelivered  to  Bishop  0. 
C.  Baker,  and  those  in  the  Department  of  the 
Soutii,  and  delivered  to  Bishop  Edmund  S. 
Janes. 

December  30,  1863 — The  same  order  was 
given  concerning  houses  of  worship  of  the 
same  denomination  in  the  States  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  and  de  ivered  to  Bishop  M. 
Simps  n.  , 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Officb, 
Wasuington,  November  3U,  18(33. 
To  the  Generals  commanding  tho  Departments  of  the  Mis- 
souri, the  Tennessee,  and  the  Gulf,  and  all  Generals  and 
officers  commanding  armies,  dettichments,  and  posts, 
and  all  ofliceis  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  io 
the  above  mentioned  Departments  : 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  place  at  the  dispopnl  of  Rev. 
Bishop  Ames  all  houses  of  worship  belonging  to  the  Meth- 
odist Epi-copal  Church  ^outh  in  which  a  ioyal  minister, 
who  has  been  appointed  by  a  loyal  Bishop  of  said  church, 
does  not  nowotficiale. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  tho  Government, 
in  its  efl'orts  to  restore  tranquility  to  the  community  and 
peace  to  Ihe  nation,  that  Christian  ministers  .should,  by  ex- 
ample and  precept,  support  and  foster  the  loyal  sentiment 
of  the  people. 

Bishop  Ames  enjoys  the  entire  confidence  of  this  De- 
partment, and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  all  ministers 
who  may  be  appointed  by  him  will  be  entirely  loyal.  You 
are  e.\pected  to  give  him  all  the  aid,  countenance,  and 
support  practicable  in  the  execution  of  his  important  mis- 
sion. 

You  are  also  .authorized  and  directed  to  furnish  Bishop 
Ames  and  his  clerk  with  transportat  on  and  .subsistence 
when  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  service,  and 
will  aft'ord  them  courtesy,  assistance  and  iirotection. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War :    ' 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

american  baptist  home  mission  society. 
War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
■Wasuington,  January  14,  1864. 
To  the  Generals  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  Departments  of  the   Gulf,  of  the 
South,  and  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  all  Gen- 
erals and  officers  commanding  armies,  detachments,  and 
posts,  and  all  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  above  mentioned  departments: 
You  are  hereby  directed  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  tho 
American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  all  houses  of  wor- 
ship belonging  to  the  Baptist  Church   South   in    which   a 
loyal  minister  of  said  church  does  not  now  officiate.    It  is 
a  matter  of  great  importance   to  the  Government  in  its 
efforts  to  restore  tranfjuility  to  the  community,  and  peace 
to  the  nation,  that  Christian  ministers  should  by  example 
and  precept  support  and  foster  the  loyal  sentiment   of  the 
people.     The  American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  en- 
joys the  entire  confidence  of  this  Department,  and  no  doubt 
is  entertained  that  all  ministers  who  may  be  appointed  by 
it  will  be  entirely  loyal.    You  are  expected  to  give  it  ail 
the  aid,  countenance,  and  support  practicable  in  the  execu- 
tion of  its  important  mission. 

You  are  also  authorized  and  directed  to  furnish  their 
executive  officer  or  agent  and  his  clerk  with  transportation 
and  subsistence  when  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to 
the  service,  and  will  afford  them  courtesy,  assistance  and 
protection. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

UNITED    PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  February  15, 1S64. 
To  all  Generals  and  ofBcers  commanding  armies,  detach- 
ments, and  posts,  and  all  officers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  States  of  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
Tennessee,  AJabama,  Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  and 
North  Carolina: 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
authorized  Agent  of  the  "  Board  of  Uomo  Missions  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church"  all  houses  of  worship  be- 
louging  to  the  As.sociate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  a  loyal  minister  who  has  been  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Ilome  Missioue  of  said  church  does  not  now  offi- 
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ciate.  It  is  a  matter  of  greiit  importance  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  efforts  to  restore  tninqiiility  to  tlie  coiiirminity, 
and  peace  to  the  nHtion,  th^it  Clii-isti^m  ministers  shoiilfl,  by 
example  and  precept  supjiort  and  foster  th^'  lo.val  scuiinicnt 
of  the  people.  Tlie  Koard  of  Home  Jli-simis  vt  tlie  United 
Presbyterian  Church  enjoys  the  entire  confiileuce  of  tliis 
Department,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  thut  all  ministers 
who  may  bo  appointed  by  it  will  be  entirely  loyal.  You 
are  expected  to  give  it  all  the  aid,  countenance,  and  sup- 
port practicable  in  the  execution  of  its  important  mission. 

This  authority  is  designed  to  apply  only  to  such  States  as 
are  by  the  President's  Proclamation  designated  as  being  in 
rebellion,  and  is  not  designed  to  operate  in  loyal  States,  nor 
in  cases  where  loyal  congregations  in  reljel  States  shall  be 
organized  and  worship  upon  the  terms  prescribed  by  the 
President's  Amnesty. 

You  are  also  authorized  and  directed  to  furnish  the  au- 
thorized Agentof  theBoardiif  Homo  Missions  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  clerk,  with  transportation 
and  subsistence  when  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to 
the  service,  and  will  afford  them  courtesy,  assistance,  and 
protection. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Ge7ieral. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,   (o.    S.  AND  N.  S. ) 

War  Department,  Adjutant  Geneeal's  Office, 

Washington,  March  10,  1864. 
To  the  Generals  commanding  tlie   Military  Division  of  the 
Mississippi,   and   tlie  Department  of  the  Gulf,   of  the 
South,  and  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  all  gen- 
erals and  officers  commanding  armies,  detachments,  and 
posts,  and  all  oflTicers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  above  mentioned  Departments: 
The  Board  of  Domestic   Slissions  of  the   Presbyterian 
Church  and  tlie  Presbyterian  Comoiitteeof  Home  Missions 
enjoy  the  entire   confidence   of  this   Department,  and  no 
doubt  isentertaiiicdtliat  all  ministers  who  may  be  appointed 
by  them  will  be  entirely  loyal. 

Yon  are  expected  to  permit  such  ministers  of  the  Gospel 
bearing  a  commission  of  the  "Biiard  of  Domestic  Missions" 
or  of  the  "  Prinbyterian  Committee  of  Home  Missions"  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  may  convince  you  that  their 
commissions  ate  genuine,  to  exercise  the  functions  of  tlieir 
office  within  your  command,  and  to  give  them  all  the  aid, 
countenance,  and  support  which  may  be  practicable  and  in 
your  judgment  proper  in  the  execution  of  their  importuLt 
mission. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War ; 

K.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

The  above  order  was  given  at  the  solicitation 
of  ihe  Rev.  Dr.  Jancway,  Mission  Piooms,  910 
Arch  street,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Kendall,  Presbyterian  Rooms,  150 
Nassau  street.  New  York  City,  and  copies  sent 
to  each  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Mil- 
itary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  De 
p^rtments  of  the  Gulf,  of  the  South,  and  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina* 


*  The  Presbytery  of  Louisville,  0.  S.,  at  a  late  nieetin';. 
passed  a  series '.'f  resolutions,  proposed  by  Dr.  S.  II.  Wilson,  in 
wliicli  the  Presliytery  enters  a  solemn  protest  against  the 
action  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  in  prociuing  an 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  permitting  ministers  of 
the  gospel  bearing  a  commission  from  the  Board,  to  exer- 
cise their  niinistiy  within  the  military  departments  in  Ihe 
Southern  States.  The  Presbytery  further  calls  upon  the 
General  Assembly  "  at  onco  to  disavow  the  said  act,  that  so 
the  Church  may  be  saved  from  the  sin,  reproach,  and  ruin 
which  this  thing  is  calctilated  to  bring  upon  her." 

The  following  is  the  dissent  of  one  of  tlie  members  of  the 
Presbytery: 

The  undersigned  respectfully  dissents  from  the  action  of 
Presbytery : 

First — Because  our  commission  is  into  all  the  world,  and 
unto  every  creature :  and  there  are  some  of  them  that  we 
know  not  how  to  reach  without  a  pass. 

Secondly — Because  the  trainers  of  our  Confession  of 
Faith,  both  by  word  and  by  deed,  recognized  the  powers 
that  bo  as  "  nursing  f  itliers,"  bound  '•  to  protect  theChurrh 
of  ourcoinnii'ii  Lord;"  anil  we  think  it  no  disgrace,  accord- 
ing to  our  ordination  vows,  still  to  adhere  to  this  doctrine 
of  our  fatliers. 

Thirdly — Because  the  Apostle  Paul  asked  leave  to  i)reach 
the  gospel  on  Viirions  occasions,  both  of  the  civil  and 
militajy  authorities;   and  we  aro  by  no  means  convinced 


united  brethr.en  in  christ. 

War  Dlpartjient,  Apjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  March  23, 1864  ■ 
To  tho  Generals  commanding  tlie  Military  Division  of  the 
Jlississippi,  the  Departments  of  the  Gulf,  of  the  South, 
and  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  all  Generals  and 
officers  commanding  armies,  detachments,  and  posts',  and 
all  officers  in  the  set  vice  of  the  United  States  in  the  above 
mentioned  Departments : 

Yon  are  hereby  directed  to  give  to  Teachers  and  Mission- 
aries sent  out  by  the  "Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ,"  such  privileges  and  facilities  for  their  work  within 
the  limits  of  your  command,  as  are  usually  given  to  others 
under  similar  circumstances  and  are  not  prejudicial  to  the 
service. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assida7it  Adjutarit  General. 

The  above  was  delivered  to  Rev.  D.  K.  Flick- 
inger,  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

EXPLANATORY    ORDER.* 

War  Department,  Apjutant  General's  Office, 

^Vasiiington,  Fchi-uary  13, 1861. 
Major-Oeneral  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Coindg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  St.  touis.  Mo.: 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that 
the  orders  from  the  Department  placing  at  the  disposal  of 
the  constituted  Church  authorities  in  the  Northern  States 
houses  of  worship  in  other  State:,  is  designed  to  apply 
only  #0  such  States  as  are  by  the  Presidenfs  Proclamation 
designated  as  being  in  rebellion  and  is  not  designed  to 
operate  in  loyal  States,  nor  in  cases  where  loyal  congrega- 
tions in  rebel  States  shall  be  organized  and  worship  upou 
the  terms  prescribed  liy  the  President's  Amnesty. 
I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Y'our  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
A^ssistanl  Adjutant  General. 

A   flyopy  of  the  above  was  sent   to   Ribhop 
Ames. 

ENFORCEMENT  OP  THESE  ORDERS. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  orders,  Brigadier 
General  Veatch  issued  this  order  at  Memphis: 

llEADQOAUTERa  DEPARTMENT  OF  Ml^MPHIS, 

Decmbcr  2;;,  1863. 
Rev.  Bishop  Ames  :  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  th« 


that  he  was  guilty  of  "illicit  alliances,"  of  "spiritual 
whori'clom,"  or  that  he  was  "demoralized"  thereby. 

Fourthly — Because  that  same  great  Apostlo  to  th« 
Gentiles  rejoiced  that  the  gospel  was  preached,  even 
through  envy  and  strife;  and  we  have  no  infallible  evidence 
that  he  went  contrary,  either  to  "the  word  of  God,"  or  to 
the  "  testimony  of"  any  of  "  the  fathers,"  cxcei)t  certain 
of  the  "sons  of  Issachar,"  who  have  recently  risen  up  in 
the  Presbytery  of  Louisville,  "  to  tell  tho  people  what 
to  do." 

F'ifthly — Because  the  General  Assembly  of  "  the  Church 
in  the  wilderness  "  asked  leave  of  the  Ammonites  to  pasa 
through  their  liorders  while  journeying  on  ecclesiastical 
business;  and  we  have  never  heard  of  any  Presbytery 
protesting  against  their  action  as  unconstitutional ;  nor 
hare  we  ever  heard  of  any  individuals  calling  such  right  in 
ijuestioti,  except  Pharoah  and  Sihon — both  of  them  hardened 
monarchs — who  did  it  to  their  own  destruction ;  and  the 
Presbytery  of  Louisville,  "  all  honorable  men, '  who,  we 
fear,  have  done  it  to  their  own  injury. 

By  dissenting  only  from  this  action  of  Presbytery,  the 
undersigned  does  not  wi^h  to  be  understood,  by  any  means, 
as  endorsing  every  thing  else  that  is  now,  or  mtij'  hereafter 
become  wrong  in  this  wicked  world  of  ours. 

•         JAMES  P.  McMillan. 

*  This  explanatory  order  was  issued  on  the  ajiplication  of 
Loyal  Slethodists  of  Missouri,  for  whom  Rev.  ,)ohn  llogan 
acted  in  bringing  it  to  the  attention  of  tho  I'resideiit. 
This  tiote  to  Mr.  llogan  illustrates  tlie  President's  views : 

"  As  you  see  within,  the  Secretary  modifies  his  order  so 
as  to  exemiit  Missouri  from  it.  Kentucky  never  was  within 
it;  nor,  as  I  learn  from  the  Secretary,  was  it  ever  intended 
for  any  more  thati  a  means  of  rallying  tjie  Methodist 
jicople  in  favor  of  tho  Union,  in  localities  wlu'ic  the  rebel- 
hon  had  disorganized  and  scattered  them.  Even  in  that 
view,  I  fear  it  is  liable  to  some  abuses,  .ut  it  is  not  quito 
easy  to  withdraw  it  entirely  and  ut  once. 

«  A.  LINCOLN. 

"  February  13, 1S64." 
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Secretary  of  War,  dated  Washington,  Novenitici  mtri 
lS63,a  cojiy  of  which  is  here  attiiched.  I  iilai-r  :it  your 
disposal  a  '•  house  of  worship  "  Ijaown  as  "  Wesley  Cliap 
el,"  iu  the  city  of  Memphis,  State  of  Tennessee,  the  said 
house  heing  claimed  as  the  property  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  and  ther«  beint:  no  Uynl  niio 
Jster,  appointed  by  a  loyal  Bishop,  uovy  officiating  iu  Siiid 
house  of  worship. 
I  am,  yery  respectfully,  your  obedipnt  .aervnnt. 

JAMES  C.  VEATCII, 
UriyaUitr  (Jcneral. 

1864,  March  23— Rev.  J.  P.  Newman,  D.  D  , 
Methodist  Episcopal,  delivered  an  addr  ss  'u 
New  Orleans  on  an  occasion  "described  in  the 
subjoiued  report  from  the  True  Delta,  of  March 

28  : 

REV.   DK.  NEWM.\N'S    ADDRESS    IN    NEW    ORLEANS. 
[From  the  True  Delta,  March  2S.] 

In  accordance  with  the  Government  plan  concerning  the 
churches  of  the  South,  tlie  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  have  sent  the  Itev.  .J.  I'.  Newman,  D. 
D.,  to  New  Orleans,  to  take  charge  of  all  the  cliurehe.s  of 
that  powerful  denomination  there.  A  very  barge  audience, 
composed  of  some  of  the  most  intluential  citizens,  assem 
bled  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  inst.,  at  the  Carondolet 
street  Church,  to  e.xteud  to  the  reverend  gentleman  a  cor- 
dial welciime. 

Oil  being  introduced  by  the  chairman,  Dr.  Newman 
said : 

There  were  three  reasons  forsendini;  aminister  from  New 
York  to  New  Orleans: 

1.  It  was  in  harmony  with  the  theory  of  labor  as  held  by 
the  Methodist  Church.  There  is  no  such  Church  as  the 
Methodist  Church  North.  Ours  is  the  Meihodist  Kpiscopa! 
Church.  We  are  not  sectional.  We  acknowledge  no  geo- 
graphical limits  less  than  the  world  itself  Eveiy  minister 
of  our  church  may  say  with  its  founder,  "  The  world  is  my 
parish  and  Heaven  is  my  home."  [Applause.]  In  the  sep- 
aration of  lS4-t  our  church  relinquished  no  right  to  labor 
ia  the  South,  but  since  has  claimed,  as  before,  and  Mtill 
claims,  to  send  her  ministers  to  the  equator  and  to  the 
poles,  and  all  latitudes  between.  Wo  reject  the  sentiment 
that  wo  are  encroaching  upon  the  rights  of  others.  If  the 
theory  that  we  are  sectional  be  true,  wh;it  right  have  we  to 
send  ministers  to  Europe,  to  Scandinavia,  Bulgaria  and 
Constantinople  ?  This  movement,  then,  is  iu  strict  harmo- 
ny with  our  system  of  labor. 

2.  It  is  required  by  the  present  state  of  the  country. 
Thousands  of  our  citizens  have  followed  in  the  track  of  our 
victorious  armie;;,  "  to  build  thoold  waste-,  and  raise  up  the 
formei'  desdations  and  repaii  the  waste  cities,"  and  th.' 
church  had  been  recreant  to  her  trust  had  she  not  provided 
them  with  the  ministry  of  the  Word.  We  have  too  long 
trusted  our  Northern  men  who  have  taken  up  their  resi- 
dence South  to  the  exclusive  influence  of  Southern  teach- 
ing ;  but  that  day  is  past,  and  the  C  hurch  now  declares 
that  she  will  not  trust  these  thousands  of  her  sons  and 
daughters  to — (the  words  of  the  speaker  were  here  lost  in  a 
storm  of  applause.)  Whatever  mountains  they  may  climb, 
into  whatever  valleys  they  may  descend,  on  whatever 
plains  they  may  spread  themselves,  or  whatever  seas  they 
may  cross,  she  claims  the  right  to  follow  tliem  with  her 
ministers  of  truth  and  peace.     [Applause.] 

3.  Tliis  movement  wasjustified  by  the  present  disorgan- 
ized and  destitute  condition  of  the  .Southern  churches. 
Their  former  ministeis  had  either  fled  or  been  silenced,  cr 
inipiisoned,  or  banished,  and  it  had  become  the  solemn  du- 
ty of  the  Mother  Church  to  send  shepherds  to  thesedeserted 
and  scattered  flocks.  A  shepherd  .should  never  leave  his 
flock  though  all  of  Uncle  Sam's  guns  were  turned  against 
him      [Applause.] 

Toward  these,  her  children, has  the  Mother  Church  been 
"  moved  with  compassion,'  seeing  that  they  are  as  "  sneep 
without  a  bbepheid,"aud  by  herdirection  I  camo  as  a  min- 
istei  of  Christ  to  supply  the  consolation  of  religion  to  her 
members.  While  I  have  much  respect  for  balls  and  bayo- 
rets,  my  great  hope  for  the  salvation  of  the  country  is  the 
Gospel  I  exppi't  to  mingle  with  you  in  your  prayer 
nieetings.  and  by  all  ministerial  and  pastoral  fidelity  shall 
try  to  bohl  up  the  Cross,  to  preach  a  gospel  which  is  '•  the 
p<j\\  er  of  God  unto  salvation  to  evei  y  one  that  believeth." 

Those  are  the  reasons  which  influenced  the  Jlis-iionary 
Board  to  recommend  to  the  Bishops  to  make  thi.s  provision 
for  the  spiritual  wants  of  this  section  of  our  coinitiy. 

But  we  And  ourselves  met  ou  the  threshdld  by  two  em- 
barrassments, of  which  I  have  heard  since  my  arrival  in 
Kew  Orleans : 

1.  The  (juestiou  of  property  confronts  us.  We  are  de- 
n^rtiuced  as  church  robbers;  are  charged  with  having  rob- 
bed the  peopltJ  Of  the  South  of  their  church  property. 


My  answer  is:  The  right  of  church  p'operty  has  never 
bo>n  distuibed,  .ns  far  as  we  aie  concerned. 

The  Gi'nei:il  (Kiverumoiit  has  seen  tit  to  seize  these 
cliurclies,  but  ir  has  not  conveyed  their  title  to  u.s.  There 
has  Iieeii  no  passing  of  deeds.  We  do  not  own  an  inch 
eltiier  of  tin's  or  any  ottiei'  church  in  the  .South.  Thn  Sec- 
retary of  War  wrote  to  the  General  coiumanding  tliis  De- 
partment topbuea:  thedisposal  of  Bishop  Ames  tlii' Sletb- 
odist churches  tor  the  use  <it' the  loyal  ministers.  If  there 
has  hedii  any  rol)beiy  the  accusation  lies  against  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  But  the  General  Goverument  lias  com- 
mitted no  lul'liery.  It  w.as  awaie  th.it  these  clmi dies  were 
occnpie.l  (so  far  as  they  weie  occupied  at  all)  by  congrega- 
tions united  by  disloyal  sympathies  and  by  te  ichers  dis- 
jiosed  to  inculcate  treason  It  knew  th.'it  if  lloy  were 
placed  under  the  care  i>f  the  M»thodist  Church  tliey  wouM 
lie  occupied  by  no  ministers  but  would  be  loyal  to  the  Gov. 
ernment,  and  that  they  would  be  likel.y  to  gather  around 
them  loyal  hearers.  [Applause.]  So  much  then  for  jirop- 
erty.  lie  did  not  want  to  hear  another  word  about  the 
robbery  of  church  property  while  he  was  in  New  Orleans. 

2.  Auoihor  embarrassment  is  the  charge  that  the  Meth- 
odist Church  is  a  political  church,  and,  therefore,  should 
not  bo  voleralod  in  tho.'^out.h. 

Let  us  analyze  this  chargo.  Does  it  mean  that  it  is  uni- 
ted to  the  Suite  like  the  Ctiurch  of  England  ?  Have  we  uot 
recently  heard  the  disclaimer  of  our  President,  that  he 
iloes  not  "  run  the  churches?" 

Docs  it  me.in  that  it  is  a  political  part.y?  that  its  minis- 
tots  aie  stump  orators?  that  its  class  meetings,  prayer 
meetings,  quarterly  meetings,  its  annual  aud  general  con- 
ferences are  so  much  political  machinery,  worked  for  po- 
litical or  jiartisan  euds  ?  It  will  not  be  pretended.  Does 
it  mean  that  our  church  is  loyal  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment? If  this  be  the  meaning,  I  shall  admit  the  charge. 
We  hold  and  teach  that  loyalty  is  a  religions  duty,  as  truly 
obligatory  as  prayer  itself.  The  twenty -third  article  of  the 
Discipline  is  equally  binding  on  the  clergy  aud  the  laity,  and 
couslitules  us  a  confessedly  loyal  church.  Nor  is  it  optional 
with  the  minister  whether  he  inculcates  loyal  sentiments 
or  uot,  lor  how  shall  a  man  be  saved  unless  he  be  loyal  ? 

Does  it  mean  that  we  are  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  State 
sovereignty.  Secession  and  Rebellion  ?  I  accept  the  defini- 
tion. Krom  the  trabbath-school  scholar  to  the  minister, 
from  the  exhorter  to  the  bishop,  our  whole  membership 
rei)robate  these  doctrines. 

Docs  it  mean  that  our  ministers  denounce  political  cor- 
ruptions? I  accejit  the  definition.  If  in  this  we  go  astray, 
we  go  asiray  with  Moses,  who  confronted  the  greatest  slave- 
holder that  ever  lived  ;  with  Paul,  who  reasoned  before 
Felix  "of  rigliteousu' ss,  temperance,  and  judgment  to 
come  ;"  with  John  Iho  Baptist,  who  said  to  Herod  Antipas, 
"  it  IS  not  lavviul  for  thee  to  have  thy  brolhir  Philip's 
wife;"  with  1  utner,  who  attacked  with  the  sword  of  truth 
the  political  aliomiiiatious  of  Popery. 

I  Dave  reproved  sin  in  New  York,  and,  God  helping  me,  I 
shad  reprove  it  in  your  Crescent  city.  I  hate  cowardice, 
and  approbate  the  outspoken  truthfulness  of  ihe  ministers 
of  the  North;  aud  on  fidelity  to  the  truth  depends  the  sal- 
vation of  our  country.  It  is  a  truth  verified  b.v  all  history, 
as  is  the  Church  so  is  the  State.  With  no  war  has  the 
i.'hiuch  been  more  identified  than  with  the  present.  With 
this  war  no  Church  has  been  more  identified  than  the 
Meihodist  Church,  both  North  and  South. 

The  Methodist  Ciiurch  South  h.as  given  no  reluctant  ad- 
hesion to  the  rebcliiop  ;  has,  perhaps,  been  foremost, inter 
j}arcs  prima,  in  Iho  mad  race  of  disunion. 

The  iMethodisl  Church  has  not  been  less  unanimous  and 
zealous  in  the  defence  of  the  Union.  Her  bishops,  her  min- 
isters and  her  laity  have  nobly  responded  to  the  call  of 
their  country  iu  this  the  hour  of  her  peril.  The  voice  of 
Simpson  has  been  heard  pleading  eloquently  for  the  unity 
of  his  country.  Ames,  as  paliiotic as  wise,  has  not  hesita- 
ted to  lend  his  aid  to  our  uulbrtunate  prisoners  in  Rich- 
mond, and  to  give  his  sons  to  the  army.  Janes  has  found 
no  narrow  field  for  his  philanthropic  heart  in  the  labors  of 
the  Christian  Commission.  All  our  church  papes  and  pe- 
riodicals liave  given  an  uncoinpromisiDg,  zealous,  persist- 
ent suiiport  to  the  Government,  and  have  thrown  the  whole 
weight  of  their  influence,  intelligent  as  it  was  potent,  on 
the  side  of  the  Uuion. 

Ihe  speaker  was  glad  that  he  was  able  to  present  these 
views  and  statements  before  an  audience  so  large,  iutedi- 
gentanil  thoughtful.  And  now,  in  conclusion,  what  was 
the  object  he  had  in  view  ? 

The  Board  of  Missions,  which  had  been  considered  a  con- 
servative body,  (a  body  of  business  men  in  a  small  room  in 
the  city  of  New  York.)  had  requested  that  an  ajipropria- 
tion  should  be  made  lor  the  benefit  of  this  work  in  the 
South,  aud  that  it  should  be  app. led  without  distinction  of 
color. 

Much  had  been  said  about  equality.  But  he  believed 
that  all  men  were  equal  in  religious  privileges,  and  ought 
to  be  equal  in  law;  and  he  admonished  his  audience  that 
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If  ihe  Caucasian  should  reject  the  Gospel  and  refuse  to  fill 
the  churches,  (castu)g  his  eyes  toward  the  galleries,  which 
were  filled  \.-iib  faces  of  a  darker  hue,)  we  turn  to  the  sons 
of  Africa.    [AjJijlause.] 


THE  CHURCH  QUESTION"  IN  BALTI- 
MORE. 

THIED    SBS8I0S,    THIRTY-SEVENTH    CONGRESS. 

1863,  March  3— iMr.  May,  of  Maryland, 
moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  to  enable 
Lim  to  submit  the  following  : 

Whereas.  It  is  represented  that  Major  General  Schenck. 
comraauding  the  forces  of  the  United  States  stationed  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  has  ordered,  as  a  condition  to  lie  an- 
nexed to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God  by  certain  reli^ons 
societies  or  congreg:itions  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  that 
citv,  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  shall  be  conspicu- 
ously displayed  at  the  time  and  place  of  such  worship; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  order  is  a  plain  violation  6f  the  in- 
alionalile  right  to  worship  God  according  to  the  flictates  of 
every  one's  conscience,  aa  it  is  asserted  by  the  said  congre- 
gations, and  also  by  onr  declarations  of  fundamental  rights, 
and  secTired  by  our  State  and  Federal  Constitutions ;  and 

Whereas,  A  minister  of  the  said  congregation,  the  reverend 
John  II.  Dashiell,  Viaving,  on  Sunday,  the  15th  ul;imo. 
removed  the  said  flag  from  his  own  premises,  which  was 
also  the  place  of  worship  of  one  of  said  congregations, 
where  the  said  flag  had  been  placed  surreptitiously  by 
some  evil-minded  person,  and  for  so  doing  was  arrested  by 
order  of  the  said  General  Schenck,  and  held  as  a  pris- 
oner :  Therefore 

Ri'soh-iid,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be,  and  hereby 
Is,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  allegations  aforesaid,  ami 
ascertain  by  what  authority  the  said  General  Schenck 
exercises  a  power  to  regulate  or  interfere  with  the  privi- 
leges of  divine  worship,  and  also  to  arrest  and  detain  as  a 
prisoner  the  said  minister  of  the  Gospel,  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
further,  that  the  said  Committee  be  instructed  to  report 
upon  the  same  at  an  early  day. 

Consent  was  not  obtained,  the  subject  being 
undetermined  when  the  Speaker  adjourned  the 
House  sine  die. 

The  facts  in  the  case  were  as  follow  : 

first  order  op  general  schenck. 

Headqvastsks  Middle  Department,  8th  Army  Corps, 
Office  Provost  Marshal, 

Baltimore,  Feb.  9, 1863. 
John  McGeoch,  Esq.,  Gen'l  Sup'd't  Assembly  Rooms, 
Cor.  Hanover  and  Lombard  Ht. : 
Sir— I  understand  that  considerable  disgust  is  excited 
In  the  mind  of  a  class  of  persons  who  assemble  at  your 
Booms,  in  consequence  of  the  American  Flag  having  been 
displayed  there. 

You   will   hereafter  cause  constantly  to  bo  displayed 
in  a  conspicuous  position  at  the  head  of  the  hall  a  large 
size  American  Flag  until  further  orders. 
By  order  Major  General  Schenck: 

WM.  S.  FISH, 
Major  and  Provost  Marshal. 

SECOND  ORDER  OF  GENERAL  SCHENCK. 

Headquarters  Middle  Department,  8th  Army  Corps, 
Office  Provost  Marshal, 

Baltimore,  Feb.  14, 1863. 
John  M.  Buck,  Franklin  Bank,  R.  H  Miles,  II.W.Brough, 
and  others,  Tfujsters  Central  Methodist  Church: 
Gentlemen— I  understand  that  rather  than  to  worship 
God  under  the  shadow  of  the  American  Flag  you  have  in 
consequence  of  the  order  for  you  to  display  in  the  building  in 
which  you  hold  your  services,  our  glorious  flag,  concluded 
not  to  hold  such  worship  at  the  place  you  have  been 
accustomed  to  have  it  and  have  chosen  some  other  place  for 
no  other  iiurpose  than  evading  this  order.  Therefore  you 
will  under  these  circumstances  cause  to  be  conspicuously 
displayed  in  the  public  building  or  buildings  where  you 
meet  to-morrow  (the  15th)  the  American  Flag,  as  in  accord- 
ance with  first  order  to  Mr.  McGeoch.  I  understand  the 
congregation  of  which  you  are  the  trustees  are  to  meet  in 
difterent  places.  The  regulation  mentioned  above  will 
have  reference  to  each  place. 
By  order  Major  General  Schenck : 

WM.  S.  FISH, 
il(Uor  and  Provost  Marshal. 


REPLY  OF  ONE  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 

Baltimore,  14<A  Febrvary,  1883^ 
Major  General  Schenck  : 

Genki;al — A  commHnication  Cwithout  date)  from  the 
Provost  Marshal,  Liy  your  order,  addressed  to  myself  and 
others,  as  trustees  of  Central  Methodist  Church,  was  handed 
me  at  a  late  hour  to-day. 

Some  of  the  other  gentlemen  named  being  absent  from 
the  city,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  reply  individually. 
The  communication  referred  to  sets  forth  that  "  I  under- 
stand that  rather  than  to  worship  God  under  the  shadow  of 
the  American  flag  you  have  in  consequence  of  the  order 
fur  you  to  display  in  the  building  iu  which  you  hold  your 
services,  our  glorious  flag,  concluded  not  to  hold  such 
worship  at  the  place  you  have  been  accustomed  to  have  it, 
and  have  chosen  some  other  place,  for  the  no  other  purpose 
than  evading  this  order.  Thi-refore  you  will  under  these 
circumstances,  cause  to  be  conspicuously  displayed  in  the 
public  building  or  buildings,  where  you  meet  to-morrovr 
(the  15th)  the  American  flag  as  in  accordance  with  first 
order  to  Mr.  McGeoch.  I  understand  the  congregation  of 
which  you  are  the  trustees  are  to  meet  in  two  different  places. 
The  retrulation  mentioned  above  will  have  reference  to 
each  place." 

I  beg  to  assure  you,  general,  that  from  whatever  source 
you  may  have  derived  your  information,  it  is  erroneous. 
The  congregation  worshipping  at  the  Assembly  Rooms 
have  been  doing  so  for  nearly  one  year,  and  it  may  truth- 
fully be  said,  a  more  respectaljle  and  well  ordered  congre- 
gation has  nowhere  assembled.  Discarding  all  political 
associations,  we  have  not  only  Bought,  but  insisted,  that 
we  would  only  have  the  gospel  preached  unto  us.  With 
great  firofit  and  religious  comtbrt,  wo  have  thus  conducted 
our  exercises  for  all  the  time  reli-rred  to,  and  not  one  un- 
plea.sant  circumstance,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  ever  occurred 
to  interrupt  such  harmony.  On  last  Sabbath,  (8th)  when 
the  congregation  assembled  as  usual,  for  <he  morning 
service,  it  was  found  that  two  large  American  flags  were 
displayed  immediately  over  and  in  rear  of  the  preacher's 
stand.  Of  course  so  unusual  an  exhibition  seemed  strange, 
and  may  have  been  objected  to  by  a  fow,  but  the  voluntary 
explanations  made  by  Mr.  McGeoch,  iu  effect,  (hat  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour  at  which  the  room  was  vacated  on  Satur- 
day night,  prevented  him  from  arranging  it  as  he  had 
always  heretofore  done,  was  satisfactory;  and  especially  so 
to  the  great  body  of  the  members. ,  The  congregation  in 
the  morning  was  very  large:  indeed,  the  room  was  crowded, 
and  nothing  was  either  said  or  done,  so  far,  certainly,  aa 
the  members  were  concerned,  calculated  to  give  offence,  or 
in  the  smallest  degree  wound  the  feelings  of  the  most  sen- 
sitive —no  indignity  whatever,  by  look,  or  word,  or  gesture, 
was  offered  to  the  American  flag. 

The  congregation  at  night  was  about  the  usual  average 
night  assembly.  A  few  days  thereafter  the  ollicial  mem- 
bers learned  with  deep  regret,  and  uo  little  surprise,  that 
the  agent  (Mr.  McGeoch)  had  received  orders  from  you,  that 
the  American  flag  should  always  be  displayed,  as  on  last 
Sabbath,  and  as  it  was  impossible  for  the  ollicial  members 
to  put  any  other  construction  upon  such  order  than  adenial 
to  them  of  the  right  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  consciences,  and  as  such  order  was  unu- 
sual, different  from  what  they  had  all  their  lives  been  ao- 
custoiwed  to,  and  not  made  applicable  to  other  religious 
assemblies  in  this  city,  they  felt  impelled  to  vacate  the  As- 
sembly Booms. 

Not,  as  you  suppose,  general,  that  they  would  not  "  wor- 
ship God  under  the  shadow  of  the  American  flag ;"  for  this 
a  very  large  congregation,  including  most  of  our  members, 
had  done  on  the  previous  Sabbath.  But  upon  the  ground, 
and  for  the  reason,  that  they  were  denied  the  right  to  wor- 
ship God,  without  the  display  of  such  ensign. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  be  pardoned  for  saying  to  so  dis- 
tinguished and  so  intelligent  a  gentleman  as  General 
Schenck,  that  the  inalienable  right  to  worship  God,  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  every  man's  conscience,  however 
much  it  may  have  been  interfered  with  in  other  countries, 
has  ever  been  accorded  to  all  men  in  this  land  of  liberty,  aa 
indeed  it  might  well  be  to  all  the  inhabitants  living  "under 
the  best  government  the  world  ever  saw." 

So  sacred  has  this  right  been  esteemed  that  nearly,  if  not 
all  the  States  of  North  America,  have  thrown  around  it  the 
protection  of  legislative  enactments;  and  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  this  great  principle  men  have,  in  all  ages,  been 
willing  '•  to  count  not  only  their  own  lives  dear  unto  them" 
— have  "  taken  joyfully  the  spoiling  of  their  goods." 

The  difficulty,  therefore,  general,  is  not  in  the  display 
of  the  American  flag,  abstractly  considered,  but  it  is  as  to 
whether  this  great  principle  of  the  free  worship  of  God 
sliall  be  surrendered. 

Intimately  associated  with  the  congregation  at  the  A^ 
gombly  Rooms,  we  have  two  other  appointments — one  in  Bid- 
die  street  the  other  at  Chatsworth  The  latter  has  been  a 
Mission  school  and  place  of  worship  for  two  years,  and  is 
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the  private  property  of  Charles  J  Baker,  merchant  of  this 
city.  The  former  is  the  private  property  of  the  Rev.  John 
Dashiell.  who  occupies  it  for  the  instruction  of  youth  dur- 
ing the  week,  and  our  association  jjavfi  him  rent  for  its 
use  on  the  Sabbath  and  f  ^r  week-night  preaching.  We 
have  used  it  now  for  nearly  one  year.  General  Schenck, 
therefore,  cannot  foil  to  perceive  tliat  we  have  not,  as  the 
communication  from  tlie  Provost  Marshal  states,  "chosen 
some  other  place,  for  the  no  other  purpose  than  evading; 
this  order" — meaning  of  course  the  order  to  display  the 
flag  at  the  Assembly  Rooms. 

At  both  of  these  appointments,  large  and  highly  respect- 
al'le  congregations  assemble  every  Sabbath  to  hear  the 
Gospel,  a  flourishing  Salibath  school  is  also  attached  to 
each,  and  lately,  under  the  influence  of  the  Gracious  Spirit, 
many  have  been  added  to  the  Church. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  view  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, and  with  all  that  respect,  which  the  position  of 
Buch  a  distinguished  gentleman  as  General  Schenck  should 
ever  command,  begs  leave  to  say  that  he  (the  undersigned) 
has  neither  the  right  nor  the  inclination  to  order  the  Amer- 
ican flag  or  any  other  ensign  to  be  diijplayed  at  either  of 
the  places  referred  to. 

With  very  great  respect, 

.TOnN  M.  BUCK, 

Recording  Steward. 

CARD    OF    MR.    DASHIELL. 

"To  prevent  misrepresentation,  it  is  deemed  best  to  ex- 
plain an  incident  that  may  be  erroneously  reported  in  the 
morning  papers. 

"Yesterday  morning  a  small  American  flag  was  found 
nailed  over  the  door  of  my  school-building,  I'Jb  Riddle 
etreet,  the  large  hall  of  which  is  rented  for  religious  wor- 
ship. I  did  not  know  by  what  hands  or  at  what  hour  it 
had  been  done.  Lest  it  should,  by  the  oddness  of  the 
thing,  attract  around  the  deor  a  crowd,  and  produce  a  dif- 
ficulty, and  because  it  was  not  dime  by  constituted  author- 
ity, but  surreptitiously  in  the  night,  and  furthermore,  be- 
cause it  was  my  will,  as  the  owner  of  the  property,  that  no 
display  of  the  kind  should  be  made  upon  it,  I  removed  it. 
Who  put  it  there,  and  what  were  the  motives  or  where 
was  the  policeman  when  it  was  done,  I  shall  not  now  in- 
quire. 

"JOHN  11.  DASiriELL, 

"  2^7  N.  Howard  Street. 

"Monday  Morning,  Feb.  l&th,  18G3." 

ACTION  OF  THE  OFFICIAL  MEJIBER.S. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  official  mem- 
bers of  the  several  congregations  worshioping 
at  Chatsworth,  Biddle  street,  and  formerly  at 
the  New  Assembly  Rooms,  held  on  Tuesday 
evening,  February  I7th,  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopt- 
ed :— 

Whereas,  the  inalienable  right  to  worship  God  according 
to  the  dictates  of  every  man's  conscience  has  ever  been  ac- 
corded to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  is  so  sa- 
cred a  privilege  as  not  to  be  lightly  esteemed  or  easily  set 
aside,  and  has  been  guaranteed  by  the  legislative  action  of 
nearly,  if  not  quite  all  the  States  of  this  nation ;  and 
viliereas.  the  congregation  lately  worshipping  at  the  New 
Assembly  Rooms  have  enjoyed  this  inestimable  privilege, 
at  said  place,  for  nearly  one  year,  with  great  religious  com- 
fort and  edification,  and  free  from  any  interruption  what- 
ev.'r;  and  vjhereas,  a.n  order  has  now  issued  from  Major- 
General  Schenck,  militarj'  commander  of  this  district,  di- 
recting the  American  flag  to  be  constantly  displayed  in  a 
conspicuous  place  in  said  building,  and  which  in  effect 
piuliibits  our  worship  without  the  display  of  such  ensign ; 
and  wliereas,  such  order  is  unusual,  and  not  made  ai^plica- 
bie  to  otlier  religious  congregations  of  this  city;  and 
w'lf.reas,  no  other  construction  can  be  placed  upon  such 
order  than  a  direct  interference  with  the  great  principle  of 
the  free  and  untrammeled  worship  of  Almighty  God  ; 
therefore, 

Resolvid,  Tliat  we  respectfully  but  earnestly  protest 
against  the  right  of  Major-General  Schenck,  or  any  other 
military  or  civil  oflicer,  to  interfere  with  or  interrupt  us 
in  our  sacred  and  solemn  duty  of  worshipping  God. 

Resolved.,  That  by  reason  of  such  order  and  interference 
we  decline  any  longer  to  occupy  the  New  Assembly  Rooms. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  signed  liy  the  chair- 
man and  secretary,  and  published  in  the  city  papers. 

JOHN  M.  BUCK,  Chairman. 

WiLUAM  R.  Baeey,  Secretary. 


AKREST  AND  RELEASE  OF  MR.  DASHIELL. 

Mr.  Dashiell  was  arrested,  but  released  on 
signing  a  parole,  stated  below  : 

He.U)QUarteks  Middle  Department,  Sth  Army  Corps, 
Office  Provost  MARSH.iL, 

Baitimoee,  February  17, 1?63. 
Rev.  John  H.  Dashiill  : 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  another  parole,  which  I  sincerely 
hope  you  cannot  take  exceptions  to  sign ;  and  indeed  I 
cannot  conceive  how  any  citizen,  or  reasonable  man,  as  I 
have  abundant  evidence  you  are,  can  hesitate  to  put  his 
name  to  such  a  paper,  no  matter  how  ultra  his  private 
sentiments  or  views  may  be — which,  as  I  assured  you  be- 
fore, is  none  of  my  business.  You  said  to  me  on  Monday 
morning  that  you  thought  it  would  have  been  hetter  for 
you  first  to  have  ascertained  whether  the  flag  in  question 
was  placed  in  your  building  by  authority  or  not  before 
taking  the  measures  you  did.  And  as  to  the  remainder  of 
the  parole  (or  the  parole  proper),  I  think  your  feelings  are 
exactly  in  consonance  with  what  I  ask  you  to  give  your 
parole  to  do.  If  you  conclude  to  sign  the  accompanying 
parole,  please  do  so,  and  send  immediately  back,  and  I'wiil 
endeavor  to  procure  your  return  to  your  family  this 
evening. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient, 

WM.  S.  FISH, 
Major  and  Provost  Marshal. 

Headquarters  Middle  Department,  8  th  Army  Corps, 
Office  Provost  Marshal, 

Baltimore,  Febniary  17, 1863. 
I.  John  II.  Dashiell,  frankly  admit  that  it  was  my  duty 
to  liave  first  inquired,  or  endeavored  to  learn  from  some 
reliable  source,  whether  the  national  flag  which  was  dis- 
played at  the  window  of  the  building  in  Biddle  street, 
from  which  I  took  it  on  Sunday  last,  was  placed  there  by 
authority,  before  I  proceeded  to  take  it  down  on  my  own 
responsibility;  and  I  hereby  give  my  parole  of  honor  that 
I  will  in  'very  respect  demean  myself  as  a  true,  loj-al.  law- 
abiding  citizen  of  the  United  States  should,  neither  doing 
myself,  or  aiding,  abetting,  or  countenancing  any  act  of 
others  that  is  prejudicial  to  the  good  of  my  country,  or  the 
honor  of  its  flag. 

JOHN  H.  DASHIELL.        [Seal.] 
Witness — John  K.  Barbour,  Capt   9th  Penna.  Reserves, 
Provost  Marshal,  Port  McHem-y,  Md. 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  GOVERNOR  BRAD- 
FORD AND  THE  STEWARDS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

Headquarters  Middle  Department, 
Eighth  Army  Corps, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  March  28,  1863. 
His  Excellency  A.  W.  Bradford, 

Governor  of  Maryland: 
Dear  Sir — Certain  parties  here  who  took  offence  at  the 
sight  of  the  United  States  flag  in  their  place  of  worship 
have,  I  understand,  addressed  a  letter  to  you  complaining 
of  the  orders  issued  from  these  headquarters  in  relation 
thereto. 

One  of  these  parties  addressed  tome,  and  afterwards  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  a  communication  on  the  subject, 
which  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  in  any  way  to  answer. 

But  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest  I  shall 
be  glad  to  have  you  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  your  corre- 
gponilence  on  the  subject,  with  leave  to  make  it  public,  as  I 
think  there  might  be  corrected  thereby  some  mistaken 
views  and  opinions  of  my  action  in  the  matter. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 
Major  General  Commandiijff. 

State  op  Maryland, 

Executive  Department, 

Annapolis,  April  1, 1863. 
Major  General  R.  C.  Schenck, 

Commanding  Middle  Department : 
Dear  Sir — I  have  received  yoitrs  of  28th  ultimo,  in  which, 
refeiTing  to  a  correspondence  lately  had  between  some  gen- 
tlemen of  Baltimore  and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  your  or- 
der directing  the  display  of  the  United  States  flag  "in  their 
place  of  worship,  you  request  me  to  furnish  you  a  copy  of 
that  correspondence,  and  to  allow  you  to  make  it  public,  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest. 

The  correspondence  referred  to  took  place  some  weeks 
since,  and  involving  as  it  does  an  inputation  upon  your 
official  conduct  in  this  military  department,  you  would  seem 
to  b"  tntitU'd  to  a  iM^py  of  it,  as  you  request.  I  accordingly 
inclose  it,  and  as  the  subject  has  been  already  repeatedly 
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referred  to  throngli  the  press,  can  see  no  objection  to  its 
publication,  esppcially  if,  as  3'nu  sugaest,  it  may  Ije  at  all 
calculateJ  to  correct  any  mistaken  views  ttiat  may  exist  in 
reference  to  your  course. 

Very  ri;spectfnlly, 

Yoiir  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  BRADFORD. 

LETTER    OF    TRUSTEES    TO    TUE    GOVERNOR. 

Baltimore,  March  3, 18C3. 
To  His  Excellency  A.  W.  Bradford, 

Governor  nf  Maryland: 

Sir — The  nnf1<>rsisned.  Stewards  of  the  Central,  Chats- 
worth,  and  Biddlo  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  in 
this  city,  havin;^,  by  an  extraordinary  order  from  Major 
General  Sclietick,  Military  Commander  for  this  district, been 
deprived  of  tiie  right  and  privilege  of  holding  public  wor- 
ship, excejit  upon  conditions  prescribed  by  milifciry  author- 
ity, feel  constrained  to  make  application  to  your  Excellency 
for  that  relief  and  protection  which  is  guaranteed  to  them 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Maryland,  and  wlxich  we 
aje  well  peisuaded  is  entirely  within  the  power  of  your 
Excellency  to  afford. 

In  bringing  to  the  notice  of  your  Excellency  a  state- 
ment of  our  grievances,  we  beg  your  indulgence  for  the 
reference  we  sliall  make  to  the  commencement  of  our  or- 
ganization, it  seeming  to  us  to  be  essential  in  order  to  a 
correct  understanding  of  the  whole  subject.  The  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  which  met 
at  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  May,  1S60,  changed  the  Discipline 
of  our  Church,  and  unconstitutionally,  introduced  a  new 
dogma,  or  chapter,  into  tlie  Discipline,  very  olijectionable 
to  a  numlier  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  especially  so 
to  the  Baltimore  Conference ;  by  reason  of  which  a  major- 
ity of  the  ministers  an<l  laymen  determined  that  they  would 
no  longer  hold  afiaiiation  with,  or  be  subject  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  said  General  Conference. 

In  furtherance  of  this  a  Laymen's  Convention,  numer- 
ously attended  liy  delegates  from  the  various  stations  and 
circuits  within  the  bounds  of  the  Baltimore  and  East  Balti- 
more Oonfiuences,  was  held  in  the  Eutaw  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  this  city,  in  December,  18G0.  The  Hon. 
J.  Summerfield  Berry  was  Chairman,  and  the  Convention 
adopted  resolutions  declaring  they  would  not  submit  to  the 
new  chapter,  and  in  effect  ignoring  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Buffalo  General  Conference. 

Another  Laymen's  Convention,  convened  under  a  call 
from  the  Presiding  Elders  and  Lay  Stewards,  met  at  Staun- 
ton, Virginia,  in  March,  1861,  (at  the  same  time  as  the  Bal- 
timore Annual  Conference,)  and  realfirmed  the  position 
which  had  been  taken  at  the  Baltimore  Eutaw  Convention 
the  preceding  December,  the  most  prominent  supporters 
at  this  second  Convention  being  lion.  J.  Summerfield  Berry 
and  tlie  lion.  Hugh  L.  Bond. 

The  Baltimore  Conference,  then  in  session  at  Staunton, 
received  and  acted  upon  the  memorial  from  the  Laymen's 
Convention — approved  of,  and  agreed  in  sentiment  with  said 
Laymen's  Convention,  and  resolved, '•  That  wo  hereby  de- 
clare that  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  held  at  Buffalo  in  Maj',  ISGO,  by  its  unconstitu- 
tional action,  has  sundered  the  ecclesiiistical  relation  which 
has  hitherto  bound  us  together  as  one  Cliurch,  so  far  as  any 
act  of  theirs  could  do  so.  That  we  will  not  longer  submit 
U\  the  jurisdiction  of  said  General  Conference,  but  hereby 
declare  ourselves  separate  and  in<lependent  of  it — still  claim- 
ing to  be,  notwithstanding,  an  integral  part  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church."  This  resoluticm  was  passed  by  the 
following  vote:  ayes  87,  no  1,  declining  to  vote  41.  Soon 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  BaltimoreConferenceat  Staun- 
ton— in  March,  1861 — the  unha[)py  civil  war  broke  out,  and 
was  in  existence  in  March,  1862,  the  time  for  the  Baltimore 
Conference  to  meet  again. 

But  the  great  body  of  the  ministers  were  in  Virginia,  and 
nnalde  to  reach  the  place  (Baltimore  city)  of  its  sitting. 
Most  of  the  viinm-ity,  however,  (that  is,  the  forty-one  de- 
clining to  vote,)  were  not  so  unfortunately  situated,  and 
hence  this  minoriti/,  notwithstanding  the  action  liad  at 
Staunton,  Virginia,  did  meet  in  the  Light  Street  Church, 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Conference,  and  under 
the  Discipline  of  IhOO,  with  the  new  chapter  therein. 

It  followed,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  membership  iu  this  city,  and  some  of  the 
preachers,  in  every  self-respect,  and  in  consonance  with 
tlieir  doings  at  Staunton,  were  obliged  to  seek  other  places 
of  worship,  and  to  org.mize  the  Church  for  mutual  benefit, 
until  such  time  as  the  genuine,  Baltimore  Conference  could 
come  together  and  take  charge  of  us. 

In  the  declaration  which  we  adopted  at  our  outset,  a  copy 
of  wliicli  we  inclose  your  E.xcellency,  we  distinctly  and  em- 
phatically announced  that  we  were  influenced  by  "no  polit- 
ical consideration  whatever." 

It  occurs  to  us,  therefore,  that  your  Excellency  will  thus 
perceive  that,  as  a  Christian  congregation,  we  were  entitled 


to  the  great  and  inestimable  privi'ege  of  worshipping  God 
upon  the  same  terms  and  cunoilirjus  as  all  other  reli^ioua 
assemblies  of  this  city  and  State. 

So  believing,  we  secur-d  in  March,  1802,  two  places  for 
public  worship — the  "New  Assembly  Rooms'  and  "iiiddia 
Street."  Chatsworth  (andthcr  appointment)  had  been  a 
preaching  place,  and  iindur  the  Baltimore  Conference 
since  March,  IS60,  but  joined  our  organization  in  March, 
1862,  for  the  reason  that  they  would  not  submit  to  the  new 
chapter. 

We  come  to  say  to  your  Ilxcellency  that  since  M.arch, 
1862,  up  to  the  VA\i  February  last,  we  have  been  conduct- 
ing our  public  exercises  to  very  large  and  highly  respecta- 
ble congregations,  and  free  from  any  interruption  what- 
ever, and,  as  we  fondly  hoi)e,  and  sincerely  believe,  exert- 
ing an  influence  creditable  to  society  and.  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  this  community.  Nor  did  it  ever,  for  one  mo- 
ment, occur  to  us  that,  without  any  cause  whatever,  mili- 
tary authority  wotild  be  exercised  to  forbid  us  the  right  to 
worship  our  Maker.  Wo  were,  however,  disappointed,  and, 
lamentable  as  it  is  for  the  age  in  which  wo  live,  such  haa 
actually  taken  place.  We  ask  the  attention  of  your  Excel- 
lency to  a  copy  ofiho  order  from  Major  Fish,  Provost  Mar- 
shal, to  the  agent  of  the  New  .isscinbly  Rooms,  and  also  to 
the  order  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Central  M.  E.  Church,  and 
to  the  reply  of  our  Recording  Steward,  and  action  of  the 
oflicial  body,  in  which  the  subject  is  fully  reviewed — all 
herewith  inclosed. 

We  further  beg  to  say  to  your  Excellency  that,  being 
obligeil  to  vacate  the  New  Assembly  Rooms,  we  rented  from 
Mr.  Edward  Kearney  a  large  public  hall  (Monumental 
Ilall)  and  advertised,  as  was  our  custom,  that  we  would 
have  public  preaching  on  Sunday,  22d  of  February,  where- 
upon another  order,  issued  by  direction  of  Major  General 
Schenck,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  arrested  such 
contemplated  public  worship.  To  this  last  order  we  most 
respectfully  ask  a  critical  examination  by  your  Excel- 
lency. You  will  perceive  that  it  is  directed  to  Mr.  Kear- 
ney, the  owner  and  proprietof  of  the  Monumental  Hall, 
a  large  public  hall,  in  which  several  nights  during  tho 
week  there  are  public  gatherings,  parties,  balls,  soirees,  Ac, 
and  yet  this  order  to  display  the  flag  is  only  to  be  enforced 
"  on  every  occasion  when  this  congregation  meets  ia  yonr 
building."* 

Sir,  with  the  most  distinguished  consideration  for  yonr 
Excellency,  we  hold  that  it  is  not  within  the  range  of  pos- 
sibility that  the  Governor  of  Maryland  can  bring  his  mind 
to  any  otlier  conclusion  than  that  a  more  direct  interference 
with  the  rights  of  public  worship  never  was  exercised  in 
any  countrv,  and  that  such  interference  is  iu  violation  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights  of  Ihis  State. 

Coming,  then,  to  your  Excellency,  as  we  now  do,  soliciting 
for  iiur  people  that  relief  and  ijrotection  which  is  guaran- 
teed to  us  bj'  tho  Constitution  and  laws  of  Maryl.ind,  we 
cannot  and  will  n  )t  permit  ourselves  to  doubt  but  that  we 
shall  have  your  sjmpathj'  and  the  sought-for  relief,  so  en- 
tirely witliin  your  power  to  afford.  Our  jieople  are  scat- 
tered, our  large  and  fldurishing  Sabbath  school  cannot 
meet,  and  by  Cwnsequence  the  children  go  without  that  re- 
ligious Sabbatli  training  so  beneficial  and  so  important  to 
the  rising  generation. 

Pardon  us,  and  we  will  ask  of  your  Excellency  what  have 
we  done  that  we  are  not  permitted  to  meet  as  the  other  re- 
ligious congregations  in  this  city? 

Wo  appeal  to  this  entire  conimunity  to  witness  against 
us  whether  we  be  unworthy  to  enjoy  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  as  our  fellow-citizens. 

Filially,  we  say  to  yuur  E.xcellency  that  as  citizens  of 
Maryland,  law-abiding  and  order-loving,  we  have  rights  in 
common  with  our  fellow-men.  We  ask  lor  nothing  more. 
Is  it  right  to  grant  us  less? 

Will  your  Excellency  consent  that  milifciry  authority 
Aall,  in  violation  of  law,  overturn  and  set  at  naught  tho 


*  The  order  is  as  follows : 

Headquarters  Middle  Department,  8th  .\.rmt  Corpj, 
OiFiCE  Provost  Marshal, 

Baltimore,  Feb.  21, 1863. 
Mr.  Kearney,  Owner  and  Proprietor  of  Central  (Monv^ 
mental)  Hall,  comer  St.  Paul's  and  Centre  greets,  BaUi" 
•more  City : 

Sir  :  The  congregation  and  clergyman  which  intend  wor» 
shipping  at  your  hall  to-morrow,  Sunday,  the  21st  inst., 
have  left  the  New  Assembly  Rooms,  where  they  formerly 
held  service,  for  tho  purpose  of  evading  the  order  in  regard 
to  the  display  of  National  Flag.  Therefore  yon  are  hereby 
ordered  to  display  inaconspicuousplaceatthe  head  of  your 
hall,  during  tho  entire  day,  to-morrow,  the  22d,  a  large  sise 
National  Flag.  This  not  only  to-morrow,  but  on  every  occv 
sion  when  this  congregation  meets  in  your  building.' 
By  order  Major  General  Scuenck  : 

W.M.  S.  FISH, 
Major  and  Provost  MarshiU 
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dearest  and  most  sacred  right  that  any  man  can  enjoy,  that 
of  worshipping  God? 

Who  is  it,  sir,  iu  God's  name,  who  is  it,  of  human  com- 
position, that  shall  assume  to  himself  such  high  preroga- 
tive? 

Begging  your  Excellency  to  excuse  ns  for  heing  tedious, 
and  again  imploring  your  aid  in  behalf  of  our  afflicted  con- 
gregation, whom  we  are  anxious  to  bring  together  again  by 
procuring  a  place  for  worrihip. 

We  are,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  ob't  servants, 
JOHN  lil.  BUCK, 
CHARLES  J.  BAKER, 
JOHN  W.  BRUFF, 
J.  B.  BRINKLEY, 
SAML.  0.  MILES, 
CHARLES  TOWSON, 
JOSEPH  P.  SHIPLEY, 
WM.  R.  BARRY, 
LEONARD  PASSANO, 

Stewards  M.  E.  CJturch. 

KEPLT   OF   GOVERNOR   BRADFORD. 

State  of  Maryland, 

Executive  Departmejjt, 

Annapolis,  March  10, 1863. 
To  Messrs.  John  M.  Buck  and  others, 

Shwards  of  Central  M.  E.  Church,  rfc: 

Gentlemen — Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  allowed 
by  other  engagements  to  reply  to  it. 

Y'oii  comijitnce  by  saying  that  having  been  by  an  extra- 
crrdinary  order  if  Major  General  Schenck  deprived  of  the 
right  and  privilege  of  holding  public  worship,  except  upon 
conditions  prescribed  by  him,  you  feel  constrained  to  make 
application  to  me  for  that  relief  and  protection  which  is 
giiaranteed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Maryland,  and 
which  yoti  say  you  are  well  persuaded  is  entirely  within 
my  power  to  afford. 

I  have  looked  through  your  letter  with  some  interest  and 
curiosity  to  ascertain,  if  I  could,  what  is  the  particular  re- 
lief and  protection  which  you  have  in  view,  and  which  I, 
ns  you  think,  have  clearly  the  power  to  afford.  But  there 
ii  nothin.;  that  indicates  how  or  by  what  process  you  ex- 
pect me  to  interfere  to  redress  the  grievance  of  which  you 
complain.  Under  our  system  of  government  its  various 
co-ordinate  departments  are  carefully  separated  and  distin- 
guished, and  it  is  <hstinctly  declared  by  our  Constitution 
that  "  no  person  exercising  the  functions  of  one  of  said 
departments  shall  assume  or  discharge  the  duties  of  any 
other."  Such  being  the  case,  it  rarely,  if  ever,  happens 
that  any  personal  wrong  inflicted  upon  the  citizen  is,  in 
the  first  instance,  a  proper  subject  of  complaint  to  the 
Executive.  That  department  of  the  Government  is  not 
ada|)ted  to  the  investigation  always  necessary  to  be  made 
in  determining  the  character  and  extent  of  all  such  wrongs. 
This  is  a  duty  confided  to  tlie  judicial  tribunals,  which  can 
ascertiiin  the  fticts,  apply  the  law,  and  inovide  the  appro- 
priate remedy. 

If,  thereiore,  you  have  been  wrongfully  ousted  from  yotir 
place  of  worship,  or  suffered  any  uulnwtul  interruption  in 
your  religious  exercises,  tlie  courts  of  the  State  are  obvi- 
ously tlio  only  tribunals  where  all  the  circumstances  can  be 
properly  investigated,  and  your  legal  and  constitutional 
rights  lawlully  dL-termined. 

This  view  of  the  case  might,  perhaps,  relieve  me  of  the 
neco^sity  of  a  further  reply  to  your  coniniunication  ;  but  as 
it  would  seem  that  the  same  considerations  could  scarcely 
hav<!  escaped  your  own  notice,  and  as  you  have  gone  wilJi 
such  particularity  into  the  full  history  of  your  religious 
association,  and  of  the  allegeil  outrage  upon  its  rights,  it 
■would  seem  that  you  may  have  expected  that,  if  I  couM  do 
nothing  more.  I  might  express  a  sympathy  in  your  com- 
plaints, and  utter  sonif  jirotest  against  the  juoceediugs 
which  liave  led  to  them.  It  is  due.  therefore,  to  you,  and 
to  mysplf,  as  well  as  to  that  fr:'idines.s  I  desire  always  to 
obsoi  vc  in  all  communications  v.itli  my  fellow-citi/.ens,  that 
I  should  take  a  more  particular  notice  of  the  facts  you  have 
brought  to  my  attention. 

I'l  making  your  statement  you  fay  that  you  deem  it  es- 
sential to  a  jiroper  understanding  of  the  subject  to  recur 
to  (he  early  history  oC  your  separate  organization.  Hence 
you  ailvcrt  t'l  the  prnceodipgs  of  the  General  Conference 
of  your  Ciiiuxh  at  Buffalo,  in  May,  181.0,  and  to  an  obnox- 
io;is  addition  which  that  body  matlc  to  the  Discipline  of 
the  CliiMrh,  as  the  cause  of  your  sejiarate  organization  in 
1S02.  You  refer,  also,  to  the  proceedings  of  the  lay  mcni- 
bi  IS  (if  the  Church,  repudiating  the  new  article  of  Disci- 
plim — the  one  in  IJaltimore  in  December,  1860,  and  the 
other  at  Staunton  in  .Mardi,  lb61 — and  you  quote  the  ac- 
tion ol  the  Baltimore  Conference  of  Ministers,  at  the  last 
nieiilioned  date,  as  declaring  that  the  action  of  the  Gene- 


ral Conference  referred  to  "  has  sundered  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal relation  which  has  hitherto  bound  us  together  as  one 
Church."  Whilst  these  proceedings  may  no  doubt  be  a 
matter  of  interest  in  your  Church  hist<iry,  neither  they 
nor  the  action  of  the  highly  respectable  gentlemen  whose 
names  you  quote  in  connection  therewith,  have,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  any  material  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  your 
complaint. 

I  cannot,  however,  forbear  saying  that  I  think  it  ia 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that,  continuing  as  you  seem  to 
have  done  in  an  unaltered  membership  of  tlie  Church,  and 
in  fellowship  with  the  Baltimore  Conference  for  nearly  two 
j'eai-s  after  the  adoption  of  the  Buffalo  chapter,  and  fully 
one  year  after  the  proceedings  of  the  two  Conventions  to 
which  you  rgfer,  and  of  the  Conference  of  1861,  you  should 
in  March,  1862,  for  the  first  time  have  practically  sundered 
yotir  Church  connection,  and  abandoned  the  time-honored 
edifices  and  associations  where  you  had  previously  wor- 
shipped. I  say  that  I  cannot  but  regret  such  a  proceeding  at 
such  a  time.  We  were  then  in  the  midst  of  a  raging  conflict 
of  arms,  brought  upon  us  confessedly  liy  this  doctrine  of 
the  right  of  secei^siun.  It  Wiis  a  time  for  far  more  engross- 
ing thoughts  and  important  action  than  any  connected  with 
the  stale  proceedings  of  p;ist  conferences  and  conventions, 
and  called  for  at  least  the  temporary  suspension  of  all  re- 
ligious disputes. 

The  question  of  ecclesiastical  discipline  in  1S60  had  been 
absorbed  by  that  of  a  national  existence  in  1862.  It  was 
no  longer  a  contest  over  the  Church  government  of  one 
denomination  of  Christians,  but  a  contest  to  determine 
whether  our  country  itself  possessed  a  Government  that 
deserved  the  name,  or  was  to  quietly  acquiesce  in  its  own 
dismemberment,  and  see  State  after  State  despoil  it  of  its 
property  and  defy  its  authority  at  the  bidding  and  for  the 
benefit  of  aspiring  traitors  who  desired  to  govern  them. 
Hundreds,  thereiore,  who,  iti  the  earlier  stages  of  your 
Cliurch  difficulties  might  have  cordially  co-operated  with 
you  in  protesting  against  the  Buffalo  Platform,  now,  that 
the  whole  aspect  of  public  affairs  had  assumed  so  threat- 
ening a  character,  were  necessarily  prompted  by  every  pa- 
triotic inducement  to  discountenance  all  secessional  dis- 
plays in  the  face  of  the  calamities  which  political  doctrines, 
apparently  at  least  of  a  kindred  kind,  had  already  brought 
upon  the  nation. 

With  this  passing  remark  upon  the  proceedings  to  which 
you  refer  as  preliminary  to  the  secession  of  your  congrega- 
tion, I  proceed  to  the  facts  i:onnected  with  the  order  of 
General  Schenck,  which  you  say  has  "set  at  naught  the 
dearest  and  most  sacred  right  that  any  man  can  enjoy,  that 
of  worshipping  God." 

This  is,  I  agree  with  yon,  one  of  our  most  sacred  rights, 
and  he  who  sets  it  at  nauglit  merits  the  severest  censure. 
But  what  are  the  facts,  as  I  gather  them  from  yonr  com- 
mtmication  and  the  orders  and  correspondence  accompany- 
ing it? 

It  seems  that  in  March,  1862,  when  you  aliandoned  yonr 
former  places  of  worship,  you  secured  the  '"  New  Assembly 
Rooms,"  where,  from  that  time  to  the  1.5th  of  February 
last,  you  continued  your  religious  exercises  "  free  from  any 
interruption  whatever  " 

In  your  letter  to  General  Schenck,  of  14th  of  February, 
(a  copy  of  which  you  send  me,)  you  saj'  that  when  yci  as- 
seml>led  as  usual  for  morning  service,  on  the  preceding 
Sunday  (the  8t!i  of  February.)  '-it  was  found  that  two 
large  .\merican  flags  were  displayeil  immediately  ever  and 
in  the  rear  of  the  preacher's  stand."  It  is  to  this  display, 
I  presume,  that  the  Provost  Mai-slial,  in  his  first  onler, 
refers.  When  addressing  Mr.  MoGtocli.  the  agent  of  the 
rooms,  he  says :  '■  I  iniderstaml  tliat  considerable  disgust  is 
excited  in  the  view  of  a  class  of  )iersons  who  assemble  at 
your  rooms,  in  consequence  of  the  American  flag  being 
displayed  there,"  and  then  directs  the  saiil  agent  to  cause 
that  Hag  to  be  conspicuously  displayed  in  the  same  place, 
until  further  orders. 

It  was,  theretbrc.  the  disfjust  manifested  by  some  of 
your  congregation  at  the  flag  which  confronted  them  on 
the  morning  of  the  8tli  of  February  that  occasioned  tlie 
first  order  of  the  military  authorities,  directing  its  con- 
tinuance there.  It  was  not  difplayed  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  in  consequence  of  any  military  order,  but,  as  I 
understand  to  be  conceded,  w:w  left  theie  inadvertently, 
being  one  of  many  with  which  the  room  had  been  deco- 
rated on  the  previous  iiight,  on  the  occasion  of  some  ball 
or  concert. 

Here  the  suggestion  naturally  arises,  that  whilst  all 
relijrious  congregations  are  equally  enlitied  to  tne  same 
privileges  ami  protection,  no  matter  where  they  may  wor- 
ship, yet  anyone  that  selects  as  its  sauctu.iry  a  public  ball 
ami  concert  room  should  hardly  manliest  itssuiprise,  much 
less  its  ilisgust,  at  any  flag  that  may  occasionally  adorn  its 
walls,  and  more  especially  the  flag  of  the  country  that 
shelters  it. 

That  such  a  disgust  was  exhibited  by  a  portion  at  lea-st 
of  your  congregation  seems  to  be  an  admitted  fact.    It  is 
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expressly  so  stated,  as  we  have  seen,  by  Major  Fish,  in  the 
first  order  which  )ie  issued,  and  although  he  states  it  aa 
the  very  foundation  of  that  ordei-,  yet  the  statement  is  not 
denied  either  in  the  proceedings  of  the  official  members  of 
your  Church,  who  met  in  consequence  of  said  order,  and 
"declined  any  longer  to  occupy  the  New  Assembly 
Kooms,"  nor  in  your  letter  to  General  Schenck  of  14th 
February,  wherein  you  in  effect  admit  the  display  of  some 
such  feeling  when  you  say  that  the  exhibition  of  the  flag 
'■may  have  been  objected  to  by  a  few."  Here,  then,  we 
have  the  reasmi  for  the  first  interference  of  the  military 
authorities  in  ordering  the  display  of  the  flag.  It  was  not 
because  the  congregation  had  seceded  from  the  Conference, 
or  because  they  entertained,  as  some  have  supposed,  sym- 
pathies with  political  Secession — for,  although  a  similar 
military  authority  has  existed  in  your  city  ever  since  your 
congregation  was  separately  organized,  you  have  more 
than  once  adverted  to  the  fact  that  it  has  always  hereto- 
fore enjoyed  its  religious  services  "free  from  any  inter- 
ruption whatever." 

It  was  the  disgust  publicly  manifested  by  some  of  its 
members  at  the  sight  of  the  national  ensign,  accidentally 
left  in  the  room  where  they  assembled,  that  obliged  the 
authoriti"S,  charged  especially  with  the  duty  of  upholding 
that  flag  in  a  war  now  waged  for  its  destruction,  to  notice, 
in  some  appropriate  way,  the  insult  it  had  thus  received. 
And  herein  is  the  obvious  answer  to  all  the  complaints  of 
an  unfair  discrimination  against  your  particular  congrega- 
tion in  making  it  alone  the  subject  of  the  order  in  (jaestion. 
It  would  have  been  obviously  unjust  and  inappropriate  to 
pass  any  order  embracing  all  religious  assemblages  merely 
because  of  the  conduct  of  one. 

Is  there  anything  in  the  order  itself  which  warrants  the 
construction  you  have  put  upon  it  as  "  setting  at  naught 
the  dearest  and  most  sacred  right  that  man  can  enjoy — that 
of  worshipping  God;"  or  as  being  "a  direct  interference 
with  the  right  of  public  worship  greater  than  which  was 
never  exercised  in  any  country?"  How,  I  would  most  re- 
spectfully ask,  does  it  prohibit  or  interfere  with  your  wor- 
ship of  the  Almighty,  under  any  creed,  or  according  to  any 
form  you  may  see  fit  to  adopt?  These  are  rights  justly 
precious  everywhere  in  the  sight  of  our  people,  and  nowhere 
more  prized  than  here  in  Maryland. 

But,  in  God"s  name,  does  the  sight  of  our  conntrj''s 
standard  obstruct  or  impair  the  enjoyment  of  such  rights  ? 
IloiV  is  it,  I'.t  me  ask,  that  they  have  been  so  amply  pro- 
vided for  ?  How  is  it  that  here,  above  all  the  earth  besides, 
this  religious  liliert.y,  this  freedom  of  conscience  and  title  to 
equal  protection,  which  you  seem  to  think  have  been  so 
outraged  by  the  presence  of  the  American  ensign,  have  all 
been  so  carefully  secured  to  us?  How,  but  under  the 
auspices  of  the  free  Government  symbolized  by  that  very 
flag,  and  which  those  who  have  shared  most  abundantly  in 
its  blessings  are  now  treacherously  striving  to  destroy? 

If  the  order  (or  its  display  in  the  room  where  you  as- 
Bemlile  is  an  interference  with  the  rights  of  conscience,  aTid 
a.  riolatinn  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  securing  to  every  man  h.is 
peculiar  religious  faith  without  molestation,  then  by  a 
parity  of  reasoning  to  order  the  rc)n<n'((Z  of  .any  other  em- 
blem with  which  you  might  choose  to  adorn  your  place  of 
meeting  would  be  equally  obnoxious  to  the  same  objection. 
Ycu  might,  therefore,  hoist  the  rebel  ensign  tivnionow, and 
defy  the  mifitary  authorities  to  pull  it  down,  throwing 
jourself  upon  your  rights  of  conscience  and  the  guaranties 
of  the  Constitution. 

I  am  aware  that  in  your  declaration,  published  simul- 
taneously with  your  separation  from  tlio  Conference,  as 
also  in  your  letter  to  General  Schenck,  you  dwelt  with 
Some  empha-^is  upon  the  determination  of  your  congrega- 
tion to  exclude  everything  but  the  gospel;  to  repudiate 
"  any  interference  with  matters  of  State ;"  to  meddle  not 
"with  qiiestions  of  a  political  nature,"  and  to  hold  "  no 
connection  with  any  ecclesi.astical  body  that  does." 

So  far  as  this  evinces  a  purpose  to  banish  politics,  in  the 
ordinary  acceptation  of  that  term,  from  the  domain  of  the 
church — to  exclude  from  the  pulpit  all  such  topics  as 
usually  <li\i'le  pelitical  parties  living  under  and  recognizing 
the  same  Government — no  resolution  could  be  more  com- 
mendable. And  if  this  had  been  sotoe  party  banner,  used 
merely  to  g.arnish  some  partisan  platform,  I  could  well  un- 
derstand the  disgust  it  might  excite.  But  I  am  unable,  I 
confess,  to  see  how  the  two  subjects  or  the  two  flags  can  be 
80  confounded ;  and  with  the  profoundest  reverence  for  the 
teachings  of  religion  in  its  most  evangelical  form,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  perceive  how  men  of  the  purest  religious 
faith,  and  devoted  with  the  sincerest  purpose  to  the  solemn 
■worship  of  God,  can  find,  in  such  a  purpose,  anything  in- 
consistent with  the  most  ardent  love  of  their  country;  how 
tliey  can  turn  their  b.ack  upon  its  Hag,  or  refuse  to  offer  up 
H  praj'er  in  its  behalf,  and  call  such  an  exhibition,  or  such 
offerings,  politics! 

Su<;h  was  not  the  faith  nor  the  practice  of  our  fathers. 
In  our  revolutionary  times,  when  making  our  first  struggle 


for  civil  and  religious  freedom,  patriotism  and  religion  went 
hand  in  hand  together.  The  men  of  those  days  clung  to 
their  country  with  an  instinctive  adoration,  second  only  to 
that  which  they  rendered  to  God  himself;  and  the  minister 
who  would  have  refused  or  hesitated  to  worship  under  the 
flag  of  the  one,  would  not  long  have  been  tolerated  at  the 
altars  of  the  other. 

Looking,  therefore,  to  the  Conduct  which  provoked  th» 
first  order  of  the  military  authorities,  I  can  see  no  reasoo 
for  the  complaint  that  your  congregation  has  been  cause- 
lessly made  an  exception  to  all  others ;  whilst  in  the  re- 
quirements of  the  order  itself  there  is  certainly  nothing 
to  authorize  the  assumption  that  it  is  an  interference  with 
that  constitutional  provision  which  declares  that  no  man, 
on  account  of  his  religious  persuasion,  ought  "  to  be  mo- 
lested in  his  person  or  estate." 

I  take  occasion  here  to  suggest  that  if  the  order  could  be 
by  any  one  regarded  aa  trenching  in  any  degree  upon  that 
religious  liberty  which  it  was  the  purpose  of  our  Constitu- 
tion to  secure,  there  is  nothing  in  that  instrument  wliich 
makes  that  right  so  absolutely  sacred  and  paramount  as 
the  comments  of  yourselves,  and  occasionally  of  others, 
upon  its  inviolabilit.v,  would  lead  us  to  suppose.  On  the 
contrary,  the  very  clause  wliich  guarantees  this  right  uses 
language  which  shows  that  those  who  framed  it  recognized 
other  and  higher  obligations.  The  language  employed  is  : 
"  No  person  ought  by  any  law  to  be  molested  in  his  person 
or  estate  on  account  of  his  religious  persuasion  or  profes- 
sion, or  for  his  religious  practice,  unless  under  color  of  re- 
ligion any  man  sluxll  disturb  t/ie  good  order,  peace  or  safety 
oj  tlie State." 

Here,  then,  as  everywhere,  and  under  all  Governments, 
is  the  supreme  law  to  which  all  others  are  subordinate — 
the  public  safety  and  the  public  peace. 

I  beg  that  you  will  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  in 
quoting  the  above  proviso  I  mean  to  impute  to  you  or  your 
congregation  any  design  to  do  aught,  under  the  color  of  re- 
ligion, to  disturb  the  good  order,  peace  or  safety  of  the 
State.  I  have  no  such  thought.  But  however  unobjeo- 
tionablo  may  have  been  your  purpose,  gentlemen  of  your 
intelligence  must,  on  reflection,  readily  perceive  that  in 
such  times  as  these,  and  in  a  loyal  community  like  ours, 
with  its  sensibilities  profoundly  stirred  by  the  sufterings 
and  sacrifices,  the  mourning  and  death, daily  being  endured 
for  that  flag,  and  under  it,  nothing  would  be  more  likely  to 
provoke  a  breach  of  the  peace  than  to  witness  any  demon- 
stration towards  it  savoring  even  of  indignity  or  insult,  and 
its  military  guardians  sufl'ering  it  to  pass  without  rebuke. 

I  regret,  gentlemen,  that  for  such  reasons  as  you  have 
indicated,  or  indeed,  for  any  reasons,  the  condition  of 
things  to  which  you  so  feeUngly  refer  should  now  exist  in 
your  church  ;  that  your  "  people  are  scattered,"  that  your 
'•  Large  and  flourishing  Salibath  school  cannot  meet,"  and 
that  your  "children  go  without  that  reUgious  Sabbath 
training  so  beneficial  and  so  important  to  the  rising  gene- 
ration." But  who  is  responsible  for  this  state  of  things? 
Surely  General  Schenck  has  issued  no  interdict  calculated 
to  scatter  either  your  scho(d  or  congregation.  If  when  on 
the  morning  of  the  Sth  of  February  some  of  your  congre- 
gation manifested  their  disgust  at  the  sight  of  the  flag,  or, 
as  you  have  expressed  it,  "m.ay  have  objected  to  it,"  and 
upon  their  conduct,  taken  as  the  expression  of  the  congre- 
gation. Major  Fish  predicated  his  first  order;  if  you,  or  the 
official  members  of  your  society  representing  the  congre- 
gation, had  rebuked  the  conduct  of  the  few  who  manifested 
this  contempt,  and  had  disclaimed  all  intentions  to  ofl'er 
insult  or  oft'ence  to  our  Government  or  the  flag  that  repre- 
sents it,  I  feel  authorized  to  say  that  the  order  you  deem 
so  obnoxious  would  have  been  immediately  revoked. 
.  But  instead  of  that,  your  official  members,  convened  in 
consequence  of  the  order, after  reciting  its  pinport,  resolve, 
"That  by  reason  of  such  order  and  interference,  we  decline 
any  longer  to  occupy  the  New  Assemljly  Kooms,"  thereby 
authorizing  the  inference  that  instead  of  repudiating  the 
course  of  the  few  objecting  iiK^mbers,  you  approved  and 
adopted  it  as  a  congregational  right  and  dcternnned  to 
abandon  your  church  services  and  Sunday  school  at  that 
place  as  long  as  the  flag  was  there  displayed. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  after  this  official  action,  when  yon 
selected  another  concert-room,  the  flag  was  onlored  to  fol- 
low you.  To  have  done  otherwise  would  have  been  but  to 
suffer  an  easy  evasion  of  the  order  and  contempt  of  the  au- 
thority that  issued  it. 

Even  now,  I  will  venture  to  say,  notwithstanding  the 
pa,«:t  action  of  your  official  members,  if  they  will  still  re- 
buke the  expression  of  contempt  referred  to,  ami  disclaim 
all  hostility  to  the  Government  or  the  flag,  your  congregsi- 
tiou  and  schools  may  again  come  together  and  enjoy  all 
the  advantages  they  ever  did. 

If  you  refuse  this,  and  will  not  tolerate  the  presence  of 
the  flag,  but,  rather  than  either,  choose  to  suffer  your 
people  to  lie  scattered  and  your  children  to  go  without 
religious  iu.structiou,  an  iuteUigeut  community,  especially 
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jealous  of  all  its  religfous  ritrhts,  but  still  perfectly  under- 
Bt:iu  ling  the  priiicples  on  wliich  they  rest,  will  be  able  to 
deteiuiiue  where  lies  the  fault. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  seiTant, 

A.  W.  BRADFORD. 

Baltimore,  April  2d,  1863. 

To  hig  Excellency  A.  W.  Bradford, 

Governor  of  Maryland: 

Sm:  The  regard  due  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
religious  organization  which  we  represent  inip'-ls  us  tu  call 
your  attention  to  the  misunderstundiny  of  thi'  facts  and 
principles  embodied  in  our  former  couuuunicatiou,  which 
pervades  your  reply  of  Mareh  lOtli. 

And  we  are  sui-e  that  the  interest  of  the  question  in- 
volved will  be  to  your  Excellency  a  sufficient  apology  for 
this  second  intrusion  upon  your  time. 

We  do  not  claim  to  be  thoroughly  Informed  as  to  the 
technical  tlistinctions  between  the  various  departments  of 
Governiuent,  and  there  may  have  been  wanting  in  the 
form  of  our  addrcs  to  you,  as  Governor  of  the  hjtato,  the 
full  sense  of  the  distinctive  rights  and  functions  of  each. 

We  had  no  intention  to  disregard  these,  nor  would  we, 
by  any  word  or  act,  induce  any  one  department  to  trench 
upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  others. 

But  we  did  not  suppose  that  the  functions  of  the  Gov- 
ernor Wire  confined  to  any  mere  technical  routine  of  per- 
f>rmance.  'We  were  rather  accustomed  to  look  to  the 
Governor  as  the  guardi  m  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  the 
State,  sworn  to  see  her  Constitution  and  laws  faithfully 
observed  and  enforced,  and  prepared,  at  least,  to  use  his 
official  influence  to  uphold  and  maintain  the  interests  se- 
cured by  law  to  the  very  least  of  her  citizeus  whenever 
made  cognizant  of  any  assaidt  thereupon. 

The  liistory  of  the  iiast  two  years  has  quite  satisfied  us  of 
the  entire  futility  of  any  appeal  to  the  judiciary,  nor  had 
We  any  dispo-ition  to  bring  about  collision  between  these 
two.  We  preferred  to  employ  means  more  congenial  to 
the  spirit  of  our  religion,  and  sure,  as  we  still  are,  that 
the  official  influence  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  might  bo 
used  with  effect  to  relieve  tis  of  the  embarrassments  and 
disabilities  under  which  we  now  labor  as  a  Church. 

In  appealing  to  you  to  exercise  that  influence,  we  natur- 
ally endeavored  to  make  it  clear  that  we  were  not,  in  any 
Bonso  or  to  any  extent,  an  offending  partj" :  that  wq  had 
not  brong'.it  ourselves  under  the  opi'ration  of  that  qualify- 
ing c!au>e  of  the  Constitution  to  which  j'ou  refer,  namely  : 
"  Unless  under  color  of  religion,  any  man  shall  disturb  the 
good  order,  peace,  and  safety  of  society."  For  this  pur- 
pose, we  summed  up  the  facts  connected  with  the  history 
of  our  organization,  which  all  show  that  without  the 
smallest  reference  to  any  State  or  political  principles  or 
measure?,  we  were  and  are  intent  solely  upon  maintain- 
ing the  tiuth  and  purity  of  Christian  doctrine  and  practice. 

Wo  did  not  claim  immunity  from  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties attaching  to  crime  against  the  State.  'Wo  set  up  no 
"  liigher  law"  beneath  wliich  we  might  find  shelter  from 
the  operation  of  the  civil  power.  We  were  careful  to  set 
forth  our  recogiutim  of.  and  obedience  to,  the  "higher 
powers,"  and  tliought  ourselves  entitled,  in  all  righteous- 
news,  to  the  protection  in'  our  worship  guaranteed  under 
these  pow.  rs. 

Thus,  sir,  your  own  references,  besides  the  entire  spirit 
of  your  communication,  justify  the  recital  of  those  facts 
and  show  their  "bearing  upon  the  subject  of  our  com- 
plaint." 

We  regret  to  see  the  entire  misconstruction  of  those  facts 
in  your  rejily  to  our  statement. 

Keferriiig  to  the  action  of  our  body,  you  say:  "  I  think 
it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that,  continuing,  as  you  seem 
to  luive  done,  in  an  unaltered  memljership  of  the  Church, 
and  in  fellowship  with  the  Baltimore  Conference  for  nearly 
two  years  alter  the  adoption  of  the  Buffalo  chapter,  and 
fully  one  year  after  the  proceedings  of  the  twi  i  Conventions 
to  which  }  on  refer,and  of  the  Conference  of  1S61,  you  should 
in  March,  1>  62,  for  the  first  time,  have  practically  sundered 
yo;ir  Church  connection,"  &c. 

Will  your  Excellency  be  pleased  to  revert  to  the  acts  in 
the  case?  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Buifalo  General  Confer- 
ence was  thrown  off  by  the  large  majority  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference  immediately  after  the  action  referred  to,  or,  more 
properly,  that  jurisdiction  was  never  admitted.  Its  disci- 
pline w.i^  not  received,  that  of  lSu6  being  adhered  to.  and  the 
membership  by  an  overwhelming  mnjoritj-  declaring  their 
resolve  no  longer  to  accept  the  leadership  of  the  Church  in 
the  North  in  matters  of  faith  or  practice. 

The  voice  of  the  people  was  heard  in  the  Convention  of 
December,  1860,  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  and  again 
in  March,  1861.  In  obedience  to  that  voice  and  their  own 
convictions,  the  session  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  in 
March.  l^^Ol,  being  the  first  after  the  aforementioned  action 
of  the  Gtneral  Conference,  declared  its  absolute  indtpend- 
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ence  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Conference,  and  its 
connection  therewith  dissolved.  It  was  no  prospective  sep- 
aration ;  it  was  an  act  accomplished,  and  so  announced  in 
the  pastoral  letter  afterward  issued  by  the  authority  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference. 

At  the  instance,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  minority,  cer- 
tain additional  resolutions  were  passed,  whose  design  was 
to  prevent  an  immediate  division  in  the  Conference,  and 
to  give  the  minority  opportunity  to  appeal  to  the  annual 
conlerences  in  the  North  for  redress,  they  being  pledged, 
in  case  of  the  failure  of  that  appeal,  to  side  with  the  ma- 
jority. 

Thus,  sir,  we  did  not  remain  in  "  unaltered  connection 
with  the  Church"'  in  the  North. 

By  the  authoritative  action  of  the  Conference,  we-were 
completely  separated  therefrom.  We  should  otherwise  have 
abandoned  our  connection  with  the  Baltimore  Conference. 
And  it  happened  through  the  mere  accident  of  the  times 
that  we  were  driven  from  '•  the  time-honored  edifices"  in 
whicl>  we  were  wont  to  worship.  The  mitiority,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  absence  of  the  majority,  an  absence  entirely 
unavoidable,  declared  tliemselvcs  the  Conference,  and  ex- 
pelled their  absent  brethren,  without  trial  or  hearing,  from 
tlieir  body.  Of  course,  we,  who  adhi«ed  to  the  action  of  the 
Conference  of  Staunton,  both  ministers  and  laymen,  shai'ed 
the  same  fate. 

Our  present  position,  yon  may  clearly  see  from  all  this, 
sir,  is  not  owing  to  any  want  of  promptness  in  recognizing 
and  acting  upon  the  principles  which  we  now  avow.  That 
principle  has  been  embodied  in  the  action  of  our  Conference 
ever  since  the  session  of  the  General  Conference  of  1S60. 
We  have  had  no  connection  with  that  bod j' since  the  decisive 
action  of  the  Baliimoro  Conference  in  March,  1861,  and  by 
our  fellowship  with  the  Baltimore  Conference  we  meant 
then  as  we  mean  now — fellowship  with  the  majority  of  that 
body;  for  we  cannot  recognize  the  right  of  some  thirty-five 
or  forty  to  decl.ire  more  than  twice  their  number  to  be  no 
longer  members  of  that  body — a  declaration  beyond  their 
power  to  make  in  the  presence  of  the  majority.  Instead  of 
measures  so  extreme,  common  courtesj'  should  have  sug- 
gested to  these  nunisters  that  which  was  proposed  by  the 
few  miinsters  of  the  majority,  in  connection  with  the  laity, 
who  happened  to  be  within  reach  of  the  place  appointed  for 
the  session  of  the  Conference  in  1S62,  namely:  some  nie;i*- 
ures  of  compromise  by  which  the  question  at  issue  might  be 
waived  during  these  times  of  trouble,  and  the  unity  of  the 
body  preserved  \vithout  committing  any  man  to  a  final  po- 
sition. But  we  do  not  propose  to  judge  those  who  dilfer 
from  us.  We  only  desire  to  show  that  we  assert  merely  a 
Christian  principle,  having  no  connection  with  any  princi- 
ple or  matter  of  State,  and  that,  recognizing  the  exirerad 
sensitiveness  of  the  public  mind,  to  which  you  make  allu- 
sion, we  exhausted  all  the  means  in  our  power  to  prevent 
any  division  at  that  time,  and  only  took  our  actiou  when 
we  were  driven  to  it  by  the  relentless  spirit  of  the  minority, 
who  by  these  unforeseen  circumstances  acquired  the  power 
in  this  section  of  our  Conference. 

We  deem  it  almost  entirely  needless  to  replj'  to  the  charges 
alleged — if  not  i  u  direct  form,  at  least  in  the  confusion  of  tho 
terms  applied  to  these  movements  in  your  communication 
— of  endorsing  and  abetting  the  doctrine  and  practice  of 
political  secession  by  our  action. 

We  distinctly  disavow  any  connection  in  theory  or  prac- 
tice with  that  or  any  other  political  or  State  doctrine.  We 
simply  affirm  and  have  acted  upon  the  right — never  before 
questioned  in  a  civilized  land — of  withdrawing  from'aiiy 
religious  organization  so  soon  as  we  cease  to  putfaith  in  ita 
doctrine  or  endorse  its  ecclesiastical  principles. 

We  do  not  think  it  possildo  that  you  should  now  ques- 
tion that  right  Our  faith  a.s  to  the  Government  is  embod- 
ied in  the  twenty-ihird  article  of  religion — the  same  re- 
ceived by  the  whole  M.  E.  Church  North,  and  reads  thus : 

"  Of  the  Rulers  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

"The  President,  the  Congress,  the  General  Assemblies, 
the  Governors,  and  the  Cnuncils  of  State,  as  the  delegates 
of  the  people,  are  the  rulers  of  tile  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, according  to  the  division  of  power  made  by  tho  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  Constitutions  of 
their  respective  States. 

•'  And  the  said  States  are  a  sovereign  and  independent 
nation,  and  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  any  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion." 

In  a  word,  sir,  we  hold  it  to  be  our  supreme  duty  and 
right  as  a  Church  to  maintain  ani  propagate  all  Christian 
truth,  and  to  oppose,  by  purity  of  life,  and  by  the  pure 
preacliings  of  the  gospel,  all  error  in  doctrine  or  practice. 

.\nd  in  so  far  as  the  State  is  concerned,  we  declare  our- 
selves "  subject  to  the  liiglier  powers,"  believing  that  '•  the 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God."  And  now,  sir,  bear 
with  us,  while,  in  as  few  words  as  may  bo,  we  restate,  in 
entire  combrmity  with  all  the  foregoing  principles  and 
facts,  the  subject  of  our  complaints. 

It  is  not  to  the  United  States  flag,  abstractly  considered. 
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that  we  object.  We  live  under  that  flag.  We  are  governed 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws  wliich  that  fla?  represents. 
We  honor  it  as  the  symbol  of  those  great  principles  which 
our  fathers  secured  to  us  by  sacrifices  of  which  it  is  also 
the  memorial.  We  mourn,  sir,  that  that  honored  emblem 
should  be  tarnished  by  perversion  to  any  uses  at  war  witii 
all  the  principles  which  it  represents,  and  render  to  that 
extent  utterly  vain  all  the  sacrifices  which  it  brings  to 
memory. 

The  order  of  Major  Fish,  grounded  upon  "  disgust"  said 
to  have  been  excited  by  the  display  of  the  flag,  certainly 
(we  trust  unintentionally)  misrepresented  our  congrega- 
tion. We  said  in  our  letter  to  General  Sclienck  of  Febru- 
ary 14th,  that  a  few  "may  have  objected"  Does  that 
mean  disgust  ?  'Hiey  may  have  objected  to  it  as  inappro- 
priate to  the  worship  of  God,  a  service  in  which  we  lay 
aside  for  the  time  the  relations  of  earth,  and  give  expres- 
sion only  to  our  sense  of  our  relation  to  the  Most  High. 
Or  they  may  have  objected,  because  such  display  was  in 
violation  of  the  contract  with  the  janitor  to  remove  all 
worldly  decorations.  Or  they  may  have  objected,  as  we 
do  now,  because  they  supposed  it  was  done  under  an  order 
which  singled  us  out  from  all  tlie  wors^hippers  of  this  land 
to  be  put,  as  such,  under  the  control  of  the  military 
power,  and  forbidden  to  engage  in  such  worship  except 
upon  conditions  and  under  circumstances  ordained  by  that 
power. 

Nor  ought  we  be  held  responsible  for  the  "  few"  who 
"may  have  oljected,"  they  not  being  members  of  our  or- 
ganization so  far  as  we  know.  And  when,  by  the  explana- 
tion of  the  janitor  of  the  building,  it  was  made  manifest 
that  such  was  not  the  case,  no  word  of  complaint  was 
heard.  There  was  an  hour  of  quiet  worship,  and  then  the 
throng  of  worshippers  quietly  returned  to  their  homes, 
without  one  word  or  look  of  "  disgust."  This,  too,  was 
the  case  at  the  evening  service. 

We  dare  aver  that  less  dissatisfaction  or  more  entire 
respect  for  the  flag  could  not  nor  would  have  been  ex- 
hibited by  any  other  congregation  in  the  city.  Nor  was 
it  "in  consequence  of  the  order"  that  our  official  body  was 
convened  on  Tuesday  night  following :  that  was  the  regu- 
lar weekly  meeting  of  the  body.  And  there — not  by  way 
of  endorsing  that  "  disgust"  to  wliich  Major  Fish's  order, 
at  tliat  meeting  first  received,  referred,  for  we  knew  then 
and  know  now  of  no  such  expressions  of  feeling;  but 
solely  because  we  held  the  simple  worship  of  Cod  t  o  pure 
and  sacred  a  thing  to  be  brought  under  the  dictation  and 
control  of  any  human  power,  so  long  as  nothing  therein 
conflicted  with  the  good  order,  peace,  and  salety  of  the 
State — we  decUned  any  longer  occupying  the  New  As- 
sembly Rooms. 

Pardon  us,  sir,  for  insisting  that  the  maintenance  of  this 
princiiJle  is  essential  to  the  very  lif(!  of  the  Clun-ch  of  Christ. 
If  we  abandon  it  we  lay  open  Iriie  Cliurch  to  tlie  whole  tide 
of  earthly  influences,  and  all  hope  of  accomplishing  the 
mission  of  Chrisiianity  is  lost. 

From  this  your  Excellenpy  can  see  how  entirely  inappli- 
cable is  the  very  strange  argument  by  which  you  would 
make  it  appear  that  we,  "by  throwing  ourselves  upon  our 
rights  of  conscience  and  the  guaranties  of  the  Constitution, 
niifilit  hoist  the  rebel  en^:igu  and  dify  the  authorities  to  pull 
it  down."  The  guitrantics  of  tlie  Constitution,  as  you  your- 
self show,  and  we  admit,  do  nut  extend  to  the  protection  of 
any  pirties  acting  agaiubt  tlio  good  order,  peace  .and  safety 
of  society.  We  claim  no  riglits  of  conscience  beyond  the 
limitations  of  the  Constitution.  To  hoist  an  earthly  ensign, 
more  particularly  one  which  to  display  is  in  direct  violation 
of  one  of  the  laws  of  the  !^t.•lte,  and  would  so  manifestly  dis- 
turb the  puldic  peace,  would  sap  the  very  life  principle  of 
our  organizatiou.  No  such  inference  as  that,  sir,  can  be 
drawn  from  this  proceeding. 

Cut  we  may  infer  that  if  Major  General  Schenck  has  the 
right  to  prescribe  the  terms  under  which  alone  we  may 
worship  God,  tlien  by  parity  of  reasoning  he  may  do  the 
same  lor  every  other'  congregation  in  this  city.  lie  may 
suppress  the  Liturgy  of  the  Protestant  Kpiscopal  Cliurcli, 
and  take  away  the  insignia  of  the  Roman  Catholic  service. 
lie  may  even  go  furtlier,  and  upon  the  ground  that  there 
are  some  in  each  congregation  unlriendly  to  the  Adminis- 
tration, he  may  forhid  entirely  assemblages  for  worship. 

Your  Excellency,  occupying  a  [losition  of  such  influence 
and  responsibility,  should,  above  all  others,  consider  to 
what  these  things  tend.  The  parties  may  bo  few  and  the 
interests  small  concerned  in  this  case, 

"  But  the  evil  leaven  will  spread," 
and  the  time  may  come  when  it  will  be  wished  that  occa- 
sion had  been  taken  to  stay  this  baneful  principle  while 
iu  its  incipiency,  its  first  birth,  in  this  laud.  Tliese  inalien- 
able rights  of  relation  between  (iod  and  man  may  yet  be 
preserved  in  their  integrity 

But,  if  this  time  pass  and  this  cause  be  not  sustained,  the 
cff'orts  and  endurance  of  a  generation  will  liardly  suffice  to 
restore  to  us  our  birthright  of  relijiious  liberty. 


For  these  reasons,  and  upon  these  grounds,  we  call  upon 
your  Excellency  to  exert  your  influence  not  only  in  onr 
behalf,  but  in  support  of  a  great  principle  of  our  Govern- 
ment and  of  our  common  Christiauitj'. 

The  commanity  has  decided  upon  this  case  and  with  great 
unanimity  has  condemned  this  infraction  of  religious  right 
and  privilege. 

By  endeavoring  to  do  away  with  this  evil  you  will  but 
resjjond  to  the  sentiment  of  this  city  and  State,  and  of  ev- 
ery community  to  which  the  whole  facts  are  known. 

If  we  fail  to  secure  our  lights,  then   we   must  suffer. 
We  can  only  make  our  appeal  to  the  Most  High,  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church. 
Very  respectfully,  your  Excellency's  obedient  servants, 
JOHN 'M.  BUCK, 
CHARLES  J.  BAKER, 
JOHN  W.  BRUFF, 
J.  B.  BRINKLEY, 
8.  G.  MILES, 
CHARLES  TOWSON, 
JOS.  P.  SHIPLEY, 
WM.  R.  BARRY. 

Stewards  Al.  E.  Cliurch, 
Leonard  Passano,  being  absent  from  the  city,  could  not 
sign  it. 

State  op  M.4RTLANd,  Executive  Department, 
April  9,  1S63. 
To  John  M.  Buck,  Esq.,  and  others, 

Stewards,  (£c : 

Gentlemen  :  I  received,  upon  the  6th  instant,  your  letter 
of  the  2d,  written,  as  you  say,  to  call  my  attention  to  '•  the 
misunderstanding  of  the  facts  and  principles"  embodied  in 
your  former  communication,  and  pervading  my  reply 
thereto  of  lOfh  March  last. 

A^hatever  may  be  my  misunderstanding  of  the  princi- 
plfs  assumed  in  your  former  communication,  it  is  not  likely 
that  anything  I  can  add  to  what  I  have  already  said  will 
tend  to  reconcile  the  difTerent  views  we  respectively  take 
of  thesuljject;  nor  have  I  the  time  to  devote  to  snch 
further  discussions.  I  cannot  perceive,  however,  wherein 
I  have  so  misunderstood  the  facts  of  the  case.  Y'ou  de- 
voteaboutoue-half  of  your  last  letter  to  showing  that  whea 
I  said  that  "  in  March,  1S62,  you  for  the  first  time  practi- 
cally sundered  your  Church  connection  and  abandoned 
the  time-honored  edifices,"  &c.,  I  misapprehended  the  facts, 
and,  to  prove  it,  you  recur  again  with  great  particularity  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Conferences  and  Conventions  of 
ISGl.  But,  though  these  have,  as  I  before  remarked,  but 
little  bearing  on  the  subject,  they  were  all  fully  recited  in 
your  former  letter,  and  were  repeated  and  quoted  by  me 
iu  my  reply.  And  whilst  allowing  all  that  can  be  claimed 
for  tliem,  still  I  maintain  that  in  making  the  declaration 
above  quoted  I  stated  the  case  strictly  as  it  was. 

The  question  was  not  what  the  Baltimore  Conference  of 
1S61  or  the  Laymen's  Convention  of  18G0  had  done  or  de- 
clared, but  what  was  the  origiu  and  action  of  your  par- 
ticular congregation,  and,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  you 
never  did  until  March,  1862,  do  any  act  or  institute  any 
proceeding  to  set  on  foot  any  separate  congregational 
organization,  but  up  to  that  time  occupied  the  same 
churches,  recognized  the  same  Appointments,  listened  to 
the  same  ministers,  and  were  governed  in  all  respects  by 
the  same  laws  and  ordinances  with  all  the  other  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  city  ot  Balti- 
more. If  tills  was  the  case,  I  certainly  thd  not  misappre- 
hend the  facts  as  I  intended  to  state  them  when  1  said  that 
you  then,  '•  for  the  first  time,  practically  sundered  your 
Church  connections." 

In  referring  to  tliat  part  of  my  reply  wherein  I  call  yonr 
attention  to  the  functions  respectively  pertaining  to  the 
different  departments  of  the  Government,  and  to  the  fact 
that  such  complaints  as  yours  should  come  properly  before 
the  judicial  tribunals,  you  say,  "  the  history  of  tlie  past  two 
years  has  quite  s.atisfied  us  of  the  entire  futility  of  any  ap- 
peal to  the  judiciary."  And  referring  to  the  view  you  had 
been  accustomed  to  tiike  of  the  office  of  the  Governor,  as 
"the  guardian  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  State,"  &c., 
evidently  still  assume  that  the  case  of  your  compiaiut  wajs 
one  that  called  for  his  interference  or  influence. 

I  do  not  understand  how  or  why  it  is  that  you  have  snch 
little  faith  in  any  appeal  to  the  judiciary  ;  it  certainly  does 
not  acciril  with  the  views  taken  by  other  citizens  wlio  have 
thought  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  military  of- 
ficers, and  have,  if  I  urn  rightly  informed,  instituted  quite 
a  number  of  appeals  to  that  department  on  such  account. 
As  it  regards  yjur  opinion  of  what  ought  to  be  the  course 
of  tlie  Executive  in  interposing  an  influence  against  such 
aggressions,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  refer  you  to  the  exam- 
ple of  other  Governors.  It  is  possible  that  the  particular 
one  I  have  in  view,  might  with  some  have  more  weight 
than  any  argument  I  could  offer. 

On  the  4th  of  March  last,  the  day  after  the  date  of  your 
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first  letter  to  me,  some  gentlemen  of  Virginia,  mill  owners  1 
near  the  city  of  Richmotitl,  addressed  to  tliu  Goveruor  of 
thut  State  a  communication  very  similar  in  its  ajjparent  ob- 
ject to  your  own. 

They  state  to  him  that  on  the  preceding  day  "  tho  Com- 
missary General  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Ametica''  had 
impressed  all  their  flour  in  the  mill,  which  cost  them  "cou- 
siderably  more  than  the  price  fixed  by  the  Government." 
They  further  s^tate  that  the  Government  had  notified  them 
that  "it  will  forcibly  take  possession  of  the  legitimate  pro- 
ducts of  our  mills,  for  which  we  pay,  under  the  protection 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  heavy  taxes,  and  also  a  special  cor- 
poration tax."  and  they  appeal  to  the  Governor  in  these 
words :  "  We  lay  our  grievances  before  you,  and  call  upon 
you  to  protect  us  from  the  open  and  flagrant  violation  of 
our  rights,  and  ask  that  an  armed  force  may  be  furnished 
us  to  prevent  our  property  from  being  carried  off  I'iXarmjs 
not  only  at  less  than  cost,  but  far  less  than  its  market 
value.' 

Here  would  seem  to  be,  indeed,  an  open  arid  flagrant  vio- 
lation of  private  rights  that  needed  no  straining  to  make  it 
palpable.  It  was  no  technical  or  constructive  wrong  that 
reiiuired  long  arguments  to  elucidate,  but  a  direct  and 
most  offensive  invasion  of  the  rights  of  property  is  obvious 
to  every  one. 

Now  let  me  call  your  attention  to  Governor  Letcher's  re- 
sponse to  this  appeal.  It  is  contained  in  ten  lines,  and  I 
give  the  pith  and  words  of  it : 

"  I  regard  the  act  of  which  you  complain  as  oppressive 
and  committed  without  lawful  authority.  The  only  remedy 
I  know  of  is  the  institution  of  suits  lor  damages  against  the 
officers  committing  these  acts." 

Whether  '•  the  history  of  the  past  two  years"  has  or  has 
not  served  to  show  that  an  appeal  to  the  Virginia  judiciary 
is  less  futile  than  to  ours,  is  a  question  that  you  can  as 
readily  determine  as  I ;  but  little  as  I  am  disposed  to  look 
to  such  places  for  precedents,  yet  considering  the  peculiar 
views  of  that  Commonwealth  and  the  particular  pride  it 
has  heretofore  taken  in  maintaining  States  rights  against 
imnginary  Federal  encroachments — to  say  nothing  of  the 
coiitidunce  with  which  we  have  been  advised  to  fcdlow  in 
its  lead — when  the  Governor  of  such  a  State,  in  reference 
to  such  au  outrage  committed  by  "the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment," and,  as  he  admits,  without  authority,  '■  knows 
no  other  remedy"  than  suits  against  tho  officer  committing 
it,  I  think  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  sworn  though  he 
may  be  "  to  see  her  Constitution  and  laws  faithfully  ob- 
served and  enibrced,"  may  be  excused  for  referring  you  to 
similar  tribunals,  and  from  using  his  official  influence  to 
remove  the  National  Flag  trom  your  meetinghouse. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  say  that  you  still  reverence  that 
flag  as  yiiu  do — that  you  "honor  it  as  the  symbol  of  those 
great  principles  which  our  fathers  secured  to  us."  Under 
the  inlluence  of  such  feelings  I  may  still  hope  to  hear 
you.  as  I  suggested  in  my  last  letter,  rebuke  those  who 
insulted  it,  and  disavow  all  hostility  to  it  or  the  Govern- 
ment it  represents. 

It  is  painful  to  remember  how  that  "honored  emblem" 
has  been  de^jecratod  within  the  last  two  years  by  Southern 
mobs,  as  they  dragged  it  at  their  horses'  heels  or  tramided 
it  under  foot ;  but  whilst  the  remembrance  of  these  pro- 
ceedings renders  it  all  the  more  incumbent  upon  us  to 
promptly  screen  it  from  even  implied  dishonor,  I  can  hardly 
hope  that  these  are  the  occurrences  to  which  you  refer 
when  you  say  you  mourn  over  the  perversions  which  have 
tarnished  it. 

In  endeavoring  to  show,  as  you  do  in  your  last  letter, 
that  there  was  no  such  expression  of  disgust  on  the  part 
of  any  of  your  congivgation  as  was  imputed  to  theiu  by 
Major  Fish,  j'ou  will  pardon  me  for  saying  that  I  think  you 
have  l^ardly  met  the  question  with  that  frankness  to  be 
expected  of  you.  You  say  "  they  may  have  objected  to  it 
as  inappropriate  to  the  worship  of  God,  a  service  in  which 
we  lay  aside,  for  the  time,  the  relations  of  earth,"  &c.,  "  or 
they  may  have  objected  to  it  because  such  display  was  in 
violation  of  the  contract  with  the  janitor  to  remove  all 
worldly  decorations."  Now,  let  me  ask  you,  as  truthful 
and  candid  men,  do  j'ou  believe  that  they  did  object  on  any 
Buch  grounds?  Was  it  really,  in  your  opinion,  their  pure 
and  spiritual  ideas  of  the  proper  adornments  or  appearance 
of  the  sanctuary  that  gave  rise  to  their  objections  ? 

A  portrait  or  a  fancy  painting,  a  kettle  drum  or  a  bass 
viol,  are  each  and  all  of  them  about  as  much  of  a  "worldly 
decoration,"  and  have  quite  as  much  "relation  to  earth" 
and  as  little  "relation  to  the  Most  High,"  as  the  American 
ensign,  Imt  do  you  really  think  that  if  the  jxnitor  had  by 
chance  left  in  view  any  >;!icli  appliances  of  the  assembly  of 
the  previous  night  that  I  lie  men  who  left  the  room  or  refused 
to  enter  it  whilst  the  flag  wr.s  there  would  have  manifested 
tlio  sanielioly.  horror  of  such  worldly  mementoes,  and  re- 
fused to  worship  until  tliey  were  removed?  If  such  is 
yoni-  iii.inion,  yon  are  of  course  right  in  suggesting  the 
possilile  explaiLitioiis  you  do. 

Equally  imajiiiiative,a8  it  seems  tome, arc  the  monstrous 


evils  yon  predict  as  likely  to  result  from  the  unhallowed 
proceedings  of  General  Schenck,  and  by  reaso.i  of  which 
you  tell  us  that  "the  efforts  and  endurance  of  a  generation 
will  hardly  suffice  to  restore  to  uf!  our  birthright  of  reli- 
gious liberty."  It  seems  almost  impossible  to  conceive  how 
the  most  exuberant  fancy  can,  upon  such  a  grunnd-wo-k, 
conjure  up  so  alarming  a  picture,  and  how  it  is  that  though 
the  General  had  covered  all  the  walls  of  the  Assembly 
llooms  with  the  National  ensign,  that  would  leod  us  to  ex- 
pect him  in  the  next  place  to  "suppress  the  liturgy  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  take  away  the  insignia 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  service." 

That  you  should  dwell,  as  you  do,  upon  such  unfounded 
and  fanciful  evils,  and  regard  them  with  such  engnssingand 
ominous  forebodings  in  times  like  these,  when  he  whole 
n.ition  is  groaning  under  the  calamities  which  this  un- 
righteous rebellion  h;is  brought  up*n  us,  is  not  among  the 
least  remarkable  wonders  which  "  the  history  of  the  past 
two  years"  has  developed. 

Fortunate,  indeed,  may  you  and  your  congregation  he  con- 
sidered if  this  war  imposes  on  them  no  burthen  more  seri- 
ous than  the  one  of  which  you  complain,  and  that  whilst 
"intent  solely  upon  maintaining  the  truth  and  purity  of 
Christian  doctrine"  you  encounter  no  other  interruption  of 
that  religious  enjoyment,  than  the  necessity  of  turning 
your  eyes  upon  that  (lag, and  witnessing  the  efforts  (»f  those 
intent  upon  maintaining  its  supremacy,  and  the  truth  and 
purity  and  very  existence  of  all  popular  institutions. 
Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  BRADFORD. 
The  printing  of  these  communications  from 
the  Baltimore  American  appears  to  be  necessary 
to  a  full  statement  of  the  case  : 

THE    METHODIST    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH   AND  THE  DISLOYAL  SEPA- 
RATORS. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  American: 

The  editor  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  in  a 
recent  number  of  that  paper  prefaces  a  narrative  of  certain 
events  in  Baltimore  with  the  following  remarks  : 

"  The  Baltimore  Church  Case. — Such  cases  as  that  of 
the  arrest  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dashiell,  and  the  trouble  in  the 
Methodist  Churches  in  Baltimore,  arc  deeply  to  be  regret- 
ted. They  ought  not  to  occur,  and  there  is  no  need  that 
they  should  occur.  In  every  instance  they  weaken  the 
hold  of  the  Administration  on  the  people,  and  shake  confi- 
dence among  the  more  quiet  and  nou-denionstrativej)ortion 
of  the  community. 

"  It  appears  that  the  division  of  the  Methodist  Church 
into  North  and  South,  which  took  place  some  time  ago, 
and  the  adoption  by  the  Church  North  of  a  special  dogma 
on  tlie  subject  of  slaveholding,  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  two  or  three  Methodist  churches  in  Baltimore  who 
were  unwilling  to  accept  the  new  items  introJuced  into  the 
creed.  We  do  not  profess  to  understand  the  differences, 
but  the  simple  fact  is  that  these  Methodists  in  Baltimore 
issued  a  statement  that  tliey  could  not  'conscientiously 
submit  to  the  juiisdiction  of  the  Bulfalo  General  Confer- 
ence, nor  become  members  of  the  church  under  the  New 
Discipline  of  1860.'  It  matters  very  little  what  the  points 
were.  In  a  question  of  religions  worship,  we  suppose  all 
American  people  agree  that  these  people  were  free  to  follow 
their  consciences,  if  their  consciences  did  not  impel  them 
to  a  violation  of  law.  There  is  a  Chinese  temple  in  full 
blast  in  San  F'rancisco,  and  Jew  and  Gentile  worship  every- 
where in  this  country  according  to  their  religious  notions. 
There  has,  however,  been  a  persecuting  spirit  among  some 
of  the  Baltimore  peojlle  against  these  worshippers  of  the 
Methodist  persuasion.  If  tliey  were  a  congregation  of  Re- 
bels, which  they  are  not,  they  ought  not  to  be  disturbed  in 
the  peaceful  worship  of  God,  so  long  as  their  worship  was 
not  treason.  But  some  one  wanted  to  get  up  a  row.  On 
Saturday  night,  in  the  dark,  some  one  nailed  a  small  cotton 
handkerchief  tlag  over  the  door  of  one  of  their  churches  or 
places  of  worship.  It  was  the  notice,  and  douiitless  in- 
tended to  be  the  notice,  of  the  collection  of  a  crowd,  and 
the  disturbance  of  their  morning  service.  What  ensued  is 
thus  stated  by  Rev.  Mr.  Dashiell,  who  is  a  highly  esteemed 
Methodist  clergyman,  and  not  at  all  liable  to  the  charge  of 
being  a  'Secessionist.'" — [Here  follows  a  history  of  the  af- 
fair, with  which  the  public  is  familiar.] 

The  history  of  the  times  demandsaii  impartial  and  truth- 
ful statement  concerning  the  relation  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  this  city  with  relereiice  to  the  separa- 
tion of  a  number  of  its  menibeis  from  the  jurisdiction  of  its 
acknowledged  Bishops  and  Conference,  and  the  f  irmation 
of  the  separatists  into  what  they  deiiominato  the  "Central 
."^I.  E.  Church."  This  Church,  so  called,  which  is  composed 
of  iliree  distinct  congregations,  is  presided  over  by  several 
ministers  formerly  connected  with  the  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference. 

The  General  Conference  which  met  at  Buffalo  in  1860  in- 
troduced into  the  Discipline  of  the  Church  a  new  chapter 
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on  the  sul)je';t  of  slavery.  The  adoption  of  this  new  nile 
excited  the  'church  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  as  being  nn- 
wise  and  offensive.  Many  of  the  ministers  and  laity  sol- 
eujuly  protested  against  tho  objectionable  canon,  and  de- 
clared tlieir  purpose  to  sei'k  redress  at  the  next  General 
Conference  in  IS&i,  -jrhicli  body  alone  woukl  have  power  to 
alter  or  change  the  offensive  cliapter. 

Otliers,  h6wever,  deemed  the  passage  of  the  new  chapter 
sufficient  cause  for  a  violent  disintep:r.ition  of  the  Church 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia  from  tlje  North  and  West,  with- 
out awaiting  or  desiring  any  relief  liy  the  General  Confer- 
ence, and  lorthwith  proceeded  to  institute  disorganizing 
schemes  leading  to  that  result. 

Mncli  cf  tliis  excitement  doubtless  arose  from  the  sym- 
pathy wli^ch  existed  among  tiie  Cliurch  in  llaryland  lor 
tlieir  bretl."-en  in  Virginia,  many  of  whom  were  connected 
with  the  H.Ttimore  Conference. 

Convention^  of  the  laity  were  held  during  the  year  1860 
in  this  city  and  elsewhere,  for  the  pinpose  of  separating 
from  the  other  i^ortions  of  the  Chnrcli  that  had  adopted  the 
olinoxious  rule  or  chapter  on  slavery.  In  tliese  conven- 
tions many  highly  respectable  anil  loyal  gentlemen  partici- 
pated; but  as  the  political  difficulties  of  the  natiun  in- 
creased, and,  to  some  extent,  involved  the  Church,  those 
persons  sacrificed  their  personal  preferences  as  to  ecclesi- 
astical organization  ibr  tlieir  country's  goud.  Not  so  with 
others,  wlio  could  see  no  connection  between  tlie  disinte- 
gration of  the  Church  and  the  propo.~ed  division  of  the  na- 
tipn — if  indeed  tliey  did  not  desire  it — although  the  subject 
of  slavery  was  intimately  connected  with  both. 

On  January  4tl»,  18(31,  a  large  and  inffnential  meeting  of 
the  Methodists  of  Baltimore  was  hsld  in  Liglit  Street 
Cliurch,  designed  to  allay  the  excitement,  to  counsel  mod- 
eration, and  to  prevent  the  evils  of  precipitate  and  improper 
action  in  reference  to  the  new  chapter.  Among  the  reasons 
assigned  in  the  proceedings  is  the  foilowin.g  significant  sen- 
tence :  "  It  is  regarded  tliat  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of 
8lavery  in  the  councils  of  tho  Church  is  dangerous  at  this 
time,  especially  in  viev/  of  the  di.stracted  condition  of  the 
country."  This  timely  warning  restrained  many  from  fur- 
ther efforts  in  .the  cause  of  disruption,  and  strongtliened 
tlie  hands  of  those  who  were  inclined  to  await  the  settle- 
ment of  our  national  difficulties,  which  were  daily  becom- 
ing more  and  more  intricate. 

The  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  which  met  at  Staunton, 
Virginia,  in  March  1S61,  consummated  the  plan  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  preachers — and  which  was  approved  by  the 
LaymA's  Convention  tliat  assembled  at  the  same  time  and 
place — for  a  prospective  separation  of  tlie  Conference  from 
the  other  portions  of  the  Cliurch,  and  leaving  tho  Bisliops 
to  decide  before  March,  1802,  whether  they  would  join  their 
interests  with  the  new  organization  under  the  old  name, or 
otherwise. 

Meanwliile  our  national  troubles  culminated,  and  the  re- 
bellious war  was  transferred  from  tlie  farther  South  to  the 
State  of  Virginia,  and  nearly  all  communication  between 
the  Chnrcli  in  that  State  and  Marylanil  was  cut  off. 

Tlie  Conference  at  Staunton  adjourned  to  meet  in  B.alti- 
rnoro,  March,  1862,  at  which  time  as  many  of  the  mem- 
bers as  could  or  would  attend  its  session  convened;  Bishop 
Janes  presiding.  The  session  held  in  Light  Street  Church 
was  h:irmonious,  and  provision  was  made  for  the  recogni- 
tion of  absent  ministers  who  might  report  themselves  at  the 
ne.xt  Conference — to  be  held  in  Georgetown  in  March  next, 
1863. 

Up  to  the  meeting  of  the  Conference  in  March,  1802,  no 
rupture  had  occurred  in  the  Church  in  Baltimore.  Revs. 
E.  F.  Busey,  A.  W.  Wilson,  T.  K.  Carson,  W.  J.  Perry,  and 
J.  A.  Williams,  all  of  this  city,  refused  to  recognize  the 
Conference  which  met  at  Light  street,  and  were  entered  on 
the  minutes  as  withdrawn. 

In  the  Baltimore  American  of  March  15, 1862,  a  notice 
appeared  addressed  "To  the  Methodist  Community  and 
Others,"  announcing  tliat  tlie  Revs.  E.  F.  Busey  and  A.  AV. 
Wilson  would  preach  at  the  New  Assembly  Rooms  on  the 
following  day,  which  was  the  Sabbath.  On  the  22d  of 
"March,  the  following  week,  an  announcement  was  pub- 
lished for  services  in  tho  "Central  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,''  &c. 

The  new  movement  being  now  inaugurated,  the  separa- 
tists retired  from  the  Church  by  certiticate  nf  memliership, 
or  otherwise, as  best  suited  their  own  state  of  mind.  It  is 
believed  that  from  all  sources  not  more  than  live  hundred 
persons  have  joined  their  organization:  but  then' congre- 
gations, induding  their  Sunday  Scliools,  would  perliaps 
number  tbiice  as  many. 

The  line  has  become  distinctly  drawn  between  the  schis- 
matics and  tho  Church.  Tho  memliers  ot  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cliurch  in  Baltimore,  if  not  almost  to  a  man,  at 
least  very  generally,  are  loyal  to  the  General  Government, 
and  desire  llie  perpetuity  of  tho  National  UnicJii;  while 
none  of  the  schismalics  profess  any  symi)athy  for  either. 
Naturally  enough  the  new  society  was  considered  a  disloyal 
association,  while  some  of  its  adherents  did  not  hesitate  to 


call  those  who  did  not  follow  their  leadership  Abolitionists, 
Black  Republicans,  Lincolnites,  &c.  If  there  be  any  loyal 
citizens  connected  with  the  "Central  Blethodist  Episcopal 
Chnrcli"  they  are  certainly  in  such  association  as  may 
well  form  the  ground  of  reasonable  doubt  of  their  loyalty. 
In  short,  cloes  not  their  every  public  act  fiivor  secession, 
point  directly  against  the  integrity  of  the  United  States, 
and  treat  with  indignity  our  dearest  national  emblem  ? 
Our  deliberate  opinion  is  that  there  is  not  one  truly  loyal 
man,  woman,  or  child,  in  connection  with  this  so-called 
"  Methodist "  Church,  and  that  it  is  composed  entirely  of 
tho  disloj'al  and  discordant  secession  element  of  this  city. 

1.  From  the  above  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  ihereis 
no  "trovible  in  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Balti- 
more," as  erroneously  stated  by  the  Hew  Yorkeditor.  The 
number  of  white  memberiand  probationers  in  Baltimore  is 
about  ten  thousand,  of  whom  more  than  nine  thousand 
adhere  to  the  Church.  The  circumstance  of  Mr.  Dashiell, 
who  is  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being 
connected  with  the  "trouble"  in  this  city,  was  altogether 
on  his  part  voluntary,  and  a  matter  in  which  he,asaMeth- 
odist  Episcopalian,  was  no  more  concerned  than  if  he  were 
a  resident  of  New  Yoi  k.  The  whole  thing,  so  far  as  he  is 
concerned,  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  he  was  the  owner  of 
the  property  where  the  ll.ag  was  placed,  which  fact  was 
probably  unknown  to  the  parties  who  placed  it  there. 
This,  we  think,  sufficient  on  this  point. 

2.  That  it  was  neither  "the  division  of  the  Methodist 
Church  into  North  and  South,'  which  transpired  nineteen 
years  ago,  in  IS-U,  nor  "  the  adoption  by  the  Church  North 
of  a  special  dogma  on  the  subject  of  slaveholding."  which 
occnri  ed  in  the  spring  of  1860.  that  "  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  twoor  three  Methodist  Churches  in  Baltimore," 
which  did  not  occiu-  until  the  spring  of  1862,  two  years  after 
the  time  the  statement  of  the  New  York  editor  would  lead 
its  readers  to  believe  the  new  organization  took  place  ;  and 
so  far  from  dating  back  nearly  three  years  to  the  General 
Conference,  it  is  not  yet  one  year  old ;  all  this  we  think 
our  narrative  has  made  sufficiently  apparent.  These  facts 
being  established,  all  the  conclusions  of  the  New  York 
editor,  founded  on  the  false  premise  \>i  the  loyalty  of  the 
"Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  either  to  their 
mother  church  or  the  United  States,  aie  found  to  be — like 
their  premises — also  fal.se.  We  are,  therefore,  not  at  all 
surjirist'd  to  bear  him  say  "we  do  not  pretend  to  under- 
stand tlie  differences  between  the  loyal  and  disloyal  Metho- 
dists of  Baltimore,"  and  that  "it  matters  very  little,  what 
the  points  were."  Certainly  not,  if  wo  wish  to  remain  in 
the  dark  ourselves  and  to  blind  others ;  but  if  we  desire  to 
"come  to  the  light"  and  establish  the  truth,  then  it  is  of 
much  importance  "what  the  points  were,"  and  we  have 
honestly  attempted  to  set  them  forth  without  indulging  in 
any  reproacliiul  or  vindictive  language.  But  we  may  here- 
after have  more  to  say  on  the  subject  if  necessary. 

THE    CARD    OF    KEV.  MR.    DASHIELL. 

Editors  of  the  A  mtrican — You  have  consented  to  allow 
me  space  to  correct  the  errors  in  your  rejiort  of  my  arrest 
and  imprisonment  by  the  military  authorities  of  this  De- 
partment.    I  proceed  to  do  so. 

1.  The  charge  was  stated  to  be  the  tearing  down  and  de- 
stroying nf  the  American  Jlag.  I  did  not  tear  it  down,  but 
removed  it  and  the  rude  staff  together.  I  did  not  destroy  it. 
It  was  not  injured,  is  now  in  my  pos.session,  and  was  offered 
to  the  Provost  Marshal  in  disproof  of  the  charge. 

2.  It  was  said  the  flag  was  put  up  by  some  Union  people. 
Who  knows  this?  Did  your  reporter,  or  the  one  who  sent 
the  despatch  to  the  Associated  Press,  know  who  put  it  upf 
It  was  evidently  placed  upon  the  building  by  disorderly 
mi.scliief-inakers.  (1.)  The  flag  itself  was  a  small  one  and 
ccjst  perhaps  fifty  cents.  (2.)  It  was  put  up  in  the  night 
and  hurriedly.  (.3.)  It  was  nailed  to  the  outside  of  a  second- 
story  window,  and  the  window  was  nailed  fast  from  the 
outside.  (4.)  Major  Fish  di.stinctly  denied  having  had  it 
placed  there.  (5.)  I  had  not  received  any  notification  from 
the  authorities,  civil  or  military.  (6.)  Nobody  lias  aright 
to  place  a  tlag  upon  my  premises  without  my  consent.  For 
these  lea.son.s  I  lielicve  no  I'liion  people  put  it  up.  Some 
rowdies,  upon  instigation  of  two  or  three  officeholders,  di<l 
the  deed  to  pi-ovol;edisturl>ance.  and  to  linilesiiue  the  or- 
ders of  this  military  di-partnieiit  about  Hags  upon  place.sof 
worship.  I  shoulrl  be  sorry  to  believe  otherwise,  or  to 
think  that  you  supposed  any  respectable  man  cajiable  of 
so  mean  and  cowardly  a  trespass  upon  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty. 

3.  It  was  said  that  I  was  the  minister  of  the  congregation. 
This  is  another  error.  Whatever  I  may  think  of  the  move- 
ment, 1  have  never  preachud  for  them,  and  am  not  a  nieui- 
b<r. 

4.  It  was  said  that  I  was  going  to  the  Sunday  School. 
Another  error.  There  was  no  one  present  in  tlie  building 
at  till' time. 

5.  That  I  kicked  out  the  glass.  This  is  utti-rly  false.  To 
reach  the  flag  1  was  compelled  to  force  tlio  window,  iu>  it 
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was  nailed  from  the  ontsido.    I  broke  the  glass  -mth  my 
umbrella  handle. 

6.  It  is  said  that  I  jumped  into  a  carrip.ge.  and  drove  off. 
The  carriage  was  at  my  own  door,  five  squares  off,  in  an- 
other street,  and  waiting  for  me  to  go  with  Sterling  Thomas, 
Esq.,  to  the  Penitentiary,  to  preach. 

7.  Personally,  I  care  very  little  about  such  displays 
of  fl  igs.  I  believe  no  military  or  civil  officer  has  a  right 
to  place  them  upon  private  property,  and  tliat  such  petty 
acts  are  injurious  to  any  cause,  by  encouraging  the  "  bad 
fellows  of  a  baser  sort"  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  their  su- 
periors, and  by  creating  special  distinctions  in  the  commu- 
nity, when  each  should  enjoy  unmolested  his  rights,  and  if 
cliarged  with  wrong,  suffer  by  law,  and  not  mob  rule,  after 
a  fair  trial  by  the  established  courts. 

As  to  my  release,  you  have  told  your  readers  that  I  was 
"released  upon  a  parole  dictated  by  the  Government."  The 
following  letter,  that  tendered  the  piirole  which  is  herewith 
submitted,  w'  1  prove  that  it  was  the  second  parole  offered 
to  uie,  and  tliat  it  was  carefully  accommodated  to  my  sense 
of  right.  I  assure  you  that  if  Major  Fish,  as  Provost  Mar- 
shal.hud  not  lowered  his  tone,  and  urged  in  respectful 
language  his  appeal  to  sign,  I  should  yet  have  been  in  Fort 
Mclleiiry. 

[For  tiie  papers  referred  to.  see  ante.'] 

This  jjarolo  must  be  interpreted  by  the  official  document 
that  introduced  it.  In  that  document  I  am  told  "  yon  si;id 
to  me  it  would  h.wo  been  better,"  &c.  In  the  parole  the 
word  "  duty"  is  substituted  for  "  it  would  have  been  better." 
The  meaning,  as  I  understood  it,  is  this — that  it  would  have 
been  prudent  and  expedient,  in  view  of  the  disturbances 
about  the  flag  at  the  New  Assembly  rooms,  to  h.avo  ascer- 
tained with  certitiiity  whether  the  Hag  was  put  up  by  au- 
thority. And  indeed  I  am  now  willing  to  add  that  it  would 
have  been  more  becoming  in  me,  as  a  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel, to  have  delayed  any  action  until  the  Sabbath  had 
passed,  and  then  to  have  notified  the  police  or  the  military 
before  I  removed  it.  This,  however,  decides  nothing  about 
the  right  of  puttinr/  up  Hags  on  private  property  without 
the  owner's  consent.     Yoms  truly, 

JOHN  U.  DASIIIELL. 

February  28, 1S63. 

The  Department  of  Missouri. 

THE  McPHEETERS  CASE. 

oeder  of  ma.jor  general  curtis. 

Office  Provost  JIarshal  General, 

Department  op  the  BIissouri, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  December  19,  1S62. 
[Sp~CTAt  Order  \o.  152.] 

Wh;;rkas,  On  accotwit  of  unmistakable  evidence  of  sym- 
pathy vnth  the  rebellion  on  the  part  of  Rev.  Sam'l  B.  Mc- 
Pheeters,  Pastor  of  the  Pine  Stn  et  Church,  certain  loyal 
members  of  his  congregation,  about  six  months  since,  urged 
him  to  avow  his  sentiments  openly,  and  to  take  a  stand  in 
favor  of  the  Government,  which  he  refused  to  do,  and  has 
also  published  and  circulated  two  letters  within  the  last 
two  wi'cks,  in  which  he  not  oulj'  refuses  to  declare  wheth- 
er he  is  in  favor  of  the  success  of  the  authorities  of  the  na- 
tion in  their  '-fforts  to  put  down  a  cruel  and  desolating  re- 
bellion, and  has  failed  to  remove  a  wide-spread  andinereas- 
iug  iiiipressi<in,  that  he  desires  the  success  of  the  rebel 
ciiuse:  and  whereas,  the  said  McPheeters.  acting  with  oth- 
ers of  the  same  denomination,  has  used  all  the  influence  of 
his  ministerinl  character  to  prevent  tl.ie  body  of  the  Church 
with  which  lie  is  connected,  from  declaring  or  manifesting 
its  loyalty  to  the  Government,  and  has  refused  to  observe, 
in  their  obvious  meaning  and  intent,  the  recommendations 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  various 
chnrdies,  and  has  allowed  the  influence  of  his  wife,  his 
brotbers,  and  intimate  associates,  to  seduce  him  from  an 
open  and  manly  support  of  the  Government  into  active 
sympathy  wilh  the  rebellion,  whereby  the  influence  of  his 
ministerial  position  has  greatjy  encouraged  the  enemies  of 
the  Government  in  their  wicked  schemes  foritsoverthrow, 
and  is  still  exerting  an  injurious  influence,  especially  upon 
the  youth  and  other  members  of  his  congregation,  leading 
them  to  believe  that  he  sympathi/.es  with  the  rebels,  and 
justifies  their  cause,  and  to  adopt  sentiments  of  hostility  to 
the  Governiuent  and  to  become  active  rebels;  and  whereas, 
in  all  his  course  of  tniiViendlincss  to  the  Government,  and 
sympathy  with,  and  favor  to,  reliels,  the  said  McPheeters 
has  been  stimulated  and  encouraged,  if  not  IcmI  on,  by  his 
wife,  who  openly  avovrs  herself  a  rebel ;  whereby  the^sai<l 
McPheeters  and  his  wife,  luive  forffited  the  right  to  the 
protection  and  fovor  of  the  Governnnnt  in  their  present 
jiosition,  and  have  become  promoters  nf  rebellion  an<l  civil 
discoi-d.  Therefore,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  JlcPheeters 
nnil  his  wife  leave  the  State  of  Missouri,  within  ten  days  af- 
ter the  service  of  this  order,  and  that  they  take  up  their 
residence  within  the  free  States,  north  oi' Indianapolis,  and 
West  of  Pennsylvania,  and  remain  there  during  tho  war, 


and  that  said  llcPheeters  cease  from  this  date  to  exercise 
the  functions  of  his  office  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
that  he  deliver  to  tho  Clerk  of  Pine  Street  Chuijch  all 
books,  records  and  papers  belonging  to  that  Church. 

It  is  further  ordered,  that  the  church  edifice,  books  and 
papers,  at  the  corner  of  Eleventh  and  Pine  Streets,  bo 
placed  under  the  control  of  three  loyal'members  of  Pine 
Street  Church,  namely :  George  P.  Strong,  James  M.  Corbitt 
and  John  M.  Ferguson,  who  shall  see  that  its  pulpit  be 
filled  by  a  loyal  minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  can  invoke  the 
blessing  of  the  head  of  the  Church  upon  the  efforts  of  the 
Government  to  re-establish  its  .authority. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Curtis. 

P.  A.  DTCK, 
Provnst  Marshal  General  DepH  of  the  Missouri. 

LETTEE    OF    DR.     m'pHEETERS    TO  ATTORNEY  GEK- 
EKAL  B.VfES. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  23, 1862. 
Hon.  Edward  Bates, 

Attorney-General  of  the  United  States: 

Dear  Sir  :  Knowing  how  much  your  time  is  occupied  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  your  office,  it  is  with  extreme 
reluctance  that  I  ask  your  consideration  of  the  case  wliich 
I  have  to  submit.  And  if  it  were  an  individual  or  private 
matter,  or  one  of  small  moment,  I  would  not  trouble  you, 
but  it  is  one  so  important  in  the  principle  involved,  and 
may  be  so  far-reaching  in  its  consequences,  that  I  feel  coftl- 
pelled  to  call  your  official  attention  to  it. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  an  order  of  Major  Genor.al  Curtis, 
and  1  he  documents  and  papers  connected  with  and  result- 
ing in  this  order. 

From  those  papers  it  will  be  seen  that  a  question  of  a 
purely  ecclesiastical  nature  has  been  raised  between  some 
of  the  members  of  my  Church  and  myself  as  to  the  rights 
involved  in  the  relation  of  a  pastor  to  his  people,  to  wit: 
whether  the  members  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  liavo  a 
right  to  dem.andof  their  pastor  that  he  should  define  in 
writing  his  views  and  position  on  civil  and  political  ques- 
tions. For  the  reasons  set  forth  at  large  in  the  accompsi- 
nying  documents,  I  denied  and  resi-sted  this  claim  of  right.  ' 
My  whole  action  iu  this  matter  has  been  the  result  of  reli- 
gious convictions  and  my  life-long  views  of  tho  nature  and 
duty  of  the  Gospel  ministry.  Tho  members  of  my  Church 
who  made  this  demand,  at  first  tried  to  coerce  obedience 
by  ecclesiastical  means.  They  tried  to  get  a  majority  of 
the  Church  to  ask  for  a  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation. 
In  this  they  utterly  failed.  Four-fifths  of  the  Church,  and 
all  of  the  Church  Session,  nmubering  seven,  except  one, 
without  distinction  of  party  or  opinion,  adhered  to  me.  In- 
timations had  been  thrown  out  in  conversation,  that  if,  in 
no  other  way,  the  military  authorities  would  be  appealed 
to  to  enforce  their  views.  I  have  no  positive  evidence  as 
to  the  persons  who  brought  the  matter  before  the  military 
authorities.  But  the  order  of  General  Curtis,  on  its  face, 
shows  that  it  rests  upon  this  controversy  in  my  Church. 

It  is  proper  for  mo  further  to  state  that  no  notice  waa 
given  me,  nor  was  I  exandned,  or  in  any  way  questioned 
as  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  tho  charges  made.  Now,'  the 
points  to  which  I  desire  to  cull  your  official  attention  are 
these : 

First.  That  the  military  authorities  have  assumed  to  de- 
cide an  ecclesiastical  question  between  me  and  some  of  the 
members  of  my  charge,  and  that  they  have  construed  uiy 
denial  of  tho  right  which  they  claim  to  dem.and  of  me  as 
their  pastor — an  answer  to  civil  ami  political  questions — aa 
an  act  of  disloyalty  to  the  Government. 

S'conU.  That  in  this  order  the  military  authorities  have 
made  my  action  in  the  Church  court  upon  (piestions  purely 
ecclesiastical,  a  matter  not  only  of  military  review,  but  of 
military  punishment.  The  language  of  the  order  is:  "And 
whereas  the  said  McPheeters,  acting  with  others  of  the 
same  denomination,  has  used  all  the  influenceof  his  minis- 
terial character  to  prevent  the  body  uf  the  Church  with 
which  he  is  connected  from  declaring  or  manifesting  its 
loyalty  to  the  Government."  This  can  only  refer  to  my 
ccjurse  iu  the  last  General  Assendjly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Chui'ch;  for  these  questions  have  not  come  up  in  any  other 
Church  courts  w  ith  which  I  am  connected.  I  did,  however, 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  May  last,  oppose  certain  reso- 
lutions introduced  into  that  btnly,  winch  I  regarded  as  an 
indirect  viidation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  says:  'Synods  or  councils  are  to  hiuidle 
orciiurlu  le  nothing  but  what  is  ecclesiastical,  and  are  not 
toiMtenueddle  with  civil  affairs  which  concern  the  common- 
wealth, uiik'ss  by  way  of  hundde  petition  in  cases  extraor- 
dinary, or  byway  of  advice  tor  s.itisfaction  of  countenance, 
if  they  be  thereunto  required  bv  the  civil  magistrate." — 
Confession  of  Faith,  Chapter  XXXI:  §  4.  I  said  nothing  aa 
to  the  merits  of  tin;  (ivil  question  upon  which  the  decision 
of  the  Assendily  was  asked.  I  only  maintained  that  it  had 
no  right  to  "  handle  or  conclude"  such  matters.  This  was 
certainly  no  otfeuce  fur  which  I  should  be  subjected  to 
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military  punishment,  and,lhnmbly  submit,  a  subject  upon 
which  it  was  not  proper  for  them  to  decide. 

Third.  It  will  moreover  be  seen  that  the  military  author- 
ities are  dealing  with  me  not  as  a  ciit>«H,  butdistinctly  and 
formally  as  a  minister  of  the  Oospel.  They  comniandedme 
to  "  cease  from  this  date  the  functions  of  my  "  office  in  the 
State  of  Mi.ssouri."  Now,  my  office  as  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  I  do  nut  receive  from  the  State  butfrom  thechurch 
of  Christ,  and  its  functions  can  only  be  suspended  by  those 
from  whom  I  received  my  othce,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  military  authorities  sliould  not  sit  in  judgment  upon 
that  office,  that  they  shr>uld  only  know  me  as  a  citizen,  and 
only  deal  with  me  as  such. 

FourVi.  It  will  be  further  seen  in  the  order  that  the  mil- 
itary authorities  take  command  not  only  of  the  church  edi- 
fice, but  of  the  books  and  papers,  i.  e.,  the  church  records, 
and  order  them  to  be  given  into  the  hands  of  three  indi- 
viduals, who,  while  they  are  members  of  the  church,  and 
one  of  them  an  elder,  are  not  the  persons  to  whom  the 
church  has  or  would  commit  them  if  permitted  to  declare 
her  will;  and  further  still  it  will  be  seen  from  this  order, 
that  these  same  three  individuals  are  appointed  by  the  mil- 
itary to  fill  the  pulpit,  and  determine  what  kind  of  religious 
instruction  the  church  shall  have.  All  this  is  not  only  done, 
but  it  is  published  to  the  world  in  an  order  which  will  be 
read  through  the  country. 

I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  not  only  as  a  minirJter  of  the 
Gospel,  but  as  a  good  citizen,  to  call  tlie  distinct  attention 
of  the  Government  to  this  matter,  and  ask  if  this  order  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  usages  of 
the  United  States,  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  correct  it.  In  the  meantime  I  design  to  render 
implicit  obedience  to  all  these  (;rders,  for  while  I  cannot 
admit  that  my  ministerial  office,  or  the  government  and 
worsliip  of  the  church,  is  under  the  direction  of  the  civil  or 
military  authorities,  yet  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  set  an  example 
of  obedience,  and  to  wait  the  correction,  which  I  feel  con- 
vinced will  bo  made  by  those  having  the  ultimate  decis-ion 
of  the  matter.  And  it  is,  in  my  esteem,  a  happy  circum- 
stance that  I  find  in  the  legal  adviser  of  the  Government 
one,  who,  at  the  same  time,  is  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
nistory  and  constitution  of  the  church  in  which  I  am  aniin- 
iator. 

I  have  said  nothing  of  what  I  consider  the  cruel  per- 
sonal wrong  which  is  done  to  me  by  this  order.  It  can  be 
considered  as  nothing  less  than  an  official  endorsement  of  a 
letter  which  a-ppears  in  the  St.  Louis  Democrat,  (news- 
paper) Dec.  13,  1S62,  signed  by  the  three  individuals  to 
whom  Gen.  Curtis  hands  over  the  church  to  which  I  min- 
ister, which  letter  I  regard  as  a  most  shameless  and  false 
assault  upon  my  character,  so  thatif  this  order  is  permitted 
to  remain,  the  wholeinfluenceof  the  Government,  to  which 
I  have  a  right  to  look  for  protection,  sends  me  out  branded 
with  crimes  which  I  contemplate  with  liorror,  and  which  I 
indignantly  deny  that  I  have  committed. 

The  o)ily  offence,  if  offence  it  be,  which  malice  itself  can 
charge  against  me,  is,  that  being  a  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
I  have  aimed  to  stand  aloof,  not  only  in  public,  but  in  pri- 
Tate,  from  the  exciting  discussions  of  these  unhappy  times, 
and  to  devote  all  my  energies  to  the  distim  tive  duties  of  my 
calling.  But  while  this  has  been  the  course  which  I  have 
thought  proper  and  becoming  me  as  a  man  set  apart  by  the 
church  of  God,  to  deal  with  men  about  their  highest  inter- 
ests, I  have  at  the  same  time,  not  forgotten  my  duty  as  a 
citizen.  In  a  ibrmal  paper  read  before  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  which  is  upon  its 
records,  and  was  published  through  the  countr3',  I  declared 
"  that  true  allegiance  and  lawful  subjection  and  obedience 
to  the  civil  Goverument,  as  an  ordinance  of  God,  are  among 
the  liighest  duties  of  religion,"  and  more  recently  still,  in 
the  public  prints  and  over  my  own  signature,  I  declared 
that  '■  as  a  citizen,  I  hold  it  to  bo  a  most  important  and  in- 
dispensable part  of  my  duty  to  God,  to  obey  law,  to  submit 
to  the  authorities,  to  pray  for  them,  to  render  them  the 
honors  line  their  several  stations,  and  to  promote  peace  and 
quietness,"  and  what  is  more.  I  have  not  OTily  taught  this 
in  Words,  but  by  my  example,  ]  have  tleclered  tlie  same 
tiling,  by  the  quiet  but  unhesitating  manner  in  which  I 
have  gone  forward  in  the  discharge  of  every  civil  ilnty  en- 
joined upim  me  either  by  the  word  of  God  or  by  the  laws 
of  the  land,  and  especially  by  voluntarily  taking  the  follow- 
ing oath,  enjoined  liy  the  State  Convention  of  Missouri, 
JunolOtli,  l)jo2,  upon  those  who  snlemni/.e  the  right  of 
matiimony.    [Here  the  oath  was  inserted.] 

Ihit  while  I  feel  that  it  is  hard  for  a  course  like  this,  that 
I  shouhl  be  driven  as  a  criminal  fmm  my  home  into  a  cli- 
m.-ite  unfriendly  to  my  impaired  health,  and  among  stran- 
gers who  are  by  an  official  paper  warned  to  suspect  me,  I 
say,  whili-  I  feel  all  this  to  be  a  great  wrong,  t do  not  come 
i  j  mnki:  a»ij  jiirfonal  jilca.  If  the  good  of  the  State  requires 
that  aijuiit  and  peaceful  family  should  bel>anished,tliat  an 
innocent  man  should  be  treated  asaciiniinal,letit bedone. 
The  man  is  not  worthy  the  name  of  a  man  who  is  not  wil- 
ling to  sutler  even  wrougluUy  for  the  public  good.    I  come 


to  ask  that  the  church  may  be  left  to  her  liberty,  that  the 

military  authorities  be  not  permitted  to  judge  and  decide 
between  me  and  the  members  of  my  church,  upon  purely 
ecclesiastical  questions;  that  they  be  not  permitted  lo  as- 
sume authority  over  the  government  and  worship  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

Let  this  be  done  and  I  am  prepared  to  show,  by  patient 
endurance,  the  kind  and  degree  of  obedience,  which,  as  a 
Chiistian  citizen,  I  am  ready  to  render  to  the  •' powers  that 
be." 

As  for  the  rest,  I  shall  calmly  but  confidently  leave  my 
character  and  my  innocency  to  be  vindicated  by  that  Divine 
Providence  be'bre  whom  even  a  sparrow  does  not  fall  unob- 
served, and  who  can  make  all  things  work  together  for 
his  people's  good. 

What  is  proper  to  be  done  in  this  matter  is  not  for  me  to 
decide,  but  I  most  earnestly  and  respectfully  request  that 
the  subject  may  receive  such  attention  as  is  proper. 

The  only  personal  request  I  make  is,  that  if  the  sentence 
of  banishment  is  carried  out,  that  I  may  have  sufficient 
time  allowed  me  to  make  reasonable  preparation  for  my 
departure,  and  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  choose  what  lo- 
cality I  prefer  in  "  the  loyal  States,"  or  to  go  to  a  foreiga 
country,  if  I  shall  so  elect. 
Very  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  B.  McPIIEETEES. 

MODIFICATION    OF  THE  ORDER. 

Office  of  the  Provost  Marshal  Gen'l, 

Depabtmext  of  the  Missot3i, 

St.  Louis,  JIc,  Vec.  28, 1862. 
Rev.  S.  B.  McPheeters  and  Wife  ; 

The  order  made  against  you  on  the  19th  of  December,  18 
modified  until  further  orders,  to  this  extent;  that  you  are 
not  required  to  leave  the  State. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Curtis  : 

F.  A.  DICK, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Provost  Marshal  General. 

LETTER  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  TO  GEN.  CURTIS. 

ExECUTiTE  Mansion, 
■Washington,  Janvary  2, 1863. 
Major  General  Citrtis  : 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  December  29th  by  the  hand  of 
Mr.  Strong  is  just  received.  The  day  I  telegraphed  you 
suspending  the  order  in  relation  to  Dr.  Mil'heettrs.  he 
with  Mr.  Bates,  the  Attorney  General,  nppeand  before  mo 
and  left  with  me  a  copy  of  the  order  mentioned.  The  Dr. 
.also  showed  me  the  copy  of  an  oath  which  he  said  he  had 
taken,  which  is  indeed  very  strong,  and  specific.  lie  also 
verbally  assured  mo  that  he  had  constantly  prayed  in 
church  for  the  President  and  Government,  as  he  had  al- 
ways done  before  the  present  war.  In  looking  over  the 
recitals  in  your  order,  I  do  not  see  that  this  m.atter  of  the 
prayer,  as  he  states  it,  is  negatived  ;  nor  that  any  violation 
of  his  oath  is  charged,  nor  in  fact  that  anything  specific  is 
alleged  against  him.  The  charges  are  all  general,  that  ho 
has  a  rebel  wife,  and  rebel  relations,  that  he  sympathizes 
with  rebels,  and  that  he  exercises  rebel  influence. 

Now  after  talking  with  him,  I  tell  j'ou  frankly,  I  believe 
he  does  sympathize  with  the  rebels ;  but  the  question  re- 
mains whether  such  a  man  of  unquestioned  good  mor.il 
chara<;ter,  who  has  taken  such  an  oath  as  he  has,  and  can- 
not even  be  charged  of  violating  it,  and  who  can  be  charged 
with  no  other  specific  act  or  omission,  can  with  safety  to 
this  government  be  exiled  upon  the  suspicion  of  his  secret 
sympathies.  But  I  agree  that  this  must  be  left  to  you  who 
are  on  the  spot;  and  if,  after  all,  you  think  the  public 
good  requires  his  removal,  my  susjiension  of  the  order  is 
withdrawn,  only  with  this  qualification,  that  the  time 
during  the  susiiension  is  not  to  be  counted  against  him.  I 
have  promised  him  this. 

But  I  must  add  that  the  United  States  Government  must 
not,  as  by  this  order,  undertake  to  run  the  churches. 
When  an  individual,  in  a  church  or  out  of  it,  becomes 
dangerous  to  the  public  interest,  he  must  be  checked  ;  but 
let  the  churches,  as  such,  take  care  of  themselves. 

It  will  not  do  for  the  United  States  to  appoint  Trustees, 
Supervisors,  or  other  agents  for  the  churches. 
Yours  very  truly. 

A.   LINCOLN. 

P.  S. — The  committee  composed  of  Messrs.  Yeatman  and 
Filley,  (Mr.  Broadhead  not  attending.)  has  presented  yonr 
letter  and  the  memorial  of  sundry  citiZ'Mis.  On  the  whole 
subject  embraced,  exercise  your  best  judgment,  with  a  sole 
view  to  the  public  interest,  and  I  will  not  interfere  with- 
out hearing  you. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

January  3, 1S63. 
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LETTER   FROM   GBN.    CURTIS   TO   DR.  M'pHBETERS. 

Heaikiuarters  Bepaetment  of  the  Missouri, 
St.  Louis,  March  2St/i,  1863. 
Eev.  S.  B.  McPriEETERS,  St.  Louis: 

Kestraiut  having  be'in  imposed  on  your  exercise  of  public 
unctions  because  of  supposed  disloyalty,  some  of  your 
riends  liave  traversed  tlie  fact  of  your  being  disloyal,  and 
desird  my  personal  intervention.  Witli  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining your  sentiments,  I  submit  to  you  tlie  following  in- 
terrogatories fur  your  answer: 

Ist,  Do  you  wish  the  rebellion  crushed,  and  are  you  in 
favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  national  authority  over  all 
our  territory  'i 

2d,  In  the  conflict  of  war  now  existing  do  you  desire  the 
Buccess  of  the  federal  and  tlie  defeat  of  the  rebel  forces? 

I  have  tlio  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 
Major  General. 

These  questions,  Dr.  McPheeters  decliued  to 
answer  for  reasons  given  below : 

REPLY    OF   DR.    m'PHEETERS. 

St.  Louis,  March  31, 1863. 
To  Major  General  Cuetis, 

Commanding  the  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General:  I  have  the  lionor  of  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  favor  of  the  2Sth  instant,  the  Sabbath 
intervening  between  its  date  and  reception. 

Allow  me,  General,  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  kind 
manner  in  whicli  you  received  and  heard  certain  friends  of 
mine,  aud  (or  your  further  kindness  in  reviewing  your 
decision  in  my  case. 

Under  other  circumstances  than  those  in  which  I  find 
myself  placed,  it  might  be  proper  and  becoming  in  me  to 
express  Ireely  and  tully,  both  my  desires  and  opinions,  as 
far  as  I  have  desire  or  have  formed  opinions  in  relation  to  our 
Bad  national  calauiities;  but  the  position  in  which  my 
seemingly  hard  fate  has  placed  me  is  peculiar  and  embar- 
rassing, and  my  answer  to  your  interrogatories  must  be 
determined  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  surrounding 
me  and  my  conviction  of  duty.  I  do  not  mean  that  I  have 
or  that  any  citizen  ought  to  have  any  difficulty  in  acknowl- 
edging his  allegiance.  Certiiinly  no  such  difficulty  is  in 
my  way.  Wlien  in  the  General  Assembly  of  my  church  it 
was  charged  that  I  was  "disloyal,"  defining  that  word  ac- 
cording to  the  standard  authorities,  I  promptly  and 
thoroughly  repelled  the  charge  before  the  whole  country ; 
and  when  tlie  Convention  of  this  State,  by  ordinance,  re- 
quired a  most  carefully  prepared  oath  of  allegiance  to  be 
tiiken  by  those  who  solemnize  the  rites  of  matrimony,  in 
obedience  to  the  teachings  of  my  church  on  that  particular 
matter,  ( birectory  of  Worship,  chap,  xi,  g  1,)  and  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  I  voluntarily  subscribed  and  filed  it,  as  re- 
quired. And  in  this  connection  allow  me  to  say,  that  one 
of  the  things  which  I  have  found  it  hardest  to  bear  in  the 
course  of  the  authorities  toward  me,  is  that  I  have  not  only 
been  treated  as  if  I  had  taken  that  oath  without  honor  of 
conscience,  but  whatever  influence  my  oflice  or  character 
give  me,  is  made  to  encourage  and  sustain  those  who  are 
shaking  the  very  foundation  of  all  society  by  denying  tho 
solemn  and  binding  obligations  of  an  oath.  But  I  forbear. 
I  have  said  so  much  as  due  to  myself  and  to  my  friends 
who  have  interposed  in  my  behalf. 

As  to  the  jiarticular  interrogatories  propounded,  they  are 
of  tlio  same  import  as  tliose  which  certain  mcmljers  of  my 
church  and  congregation  demanded  that  I  should  answer. 
I  denied  their  right  to  require  me  to  give  any  answer  to 
such  questions,  and  in  doing  so  used  this  language:  "And 
this  position  1  take,  not  from  any  disposition  to  stand  out 
captiously  upon  an  abstract  question  of  right,  nor  from 
any  disposition  improperly  to  conceal  my  views  on  political 
questions,  butfrom  a  conscientious  conviction  that  I  cannot 
yield  the  thing  you  claim  without,  to  the  full  extent  of  my 
example,  compromising  the  rights  of  every  minister,  and 
endangering  the  peace  of  all  the  churches."  When  I  re- 
fused to  answer  the  questionsof  the  members  of  my  church, 
they  made  appeal  to  the  public,  and  directly  or  indirectly 
to  the  military  authorities;  the  result  was  that  Military 
Order  No.  152  was  made  and  issued,  which,  for  my  silence 
and  refusal  to  answer  these  gentlemen,  banished  me  from  my 
pulpit,  and,  as  originally  made,  from  the  State.  This  order 
is,  in  expiess  tej-ms  on  its  face,  based  on  my  position  above 
quoted,  taken  with  these  members  of  my  church. 

If  I  was  right  then,  it  cannot  now  be  proper  that  I 
should  give  an  answer  which  I  then  declined  on  principle, 
a  principle  on  the  maintenance  of  which  I  then  and  now 
believe  depends  in  a  great  degree  the  peace,  the  purity  and 
the  spiritual  power  of  the  church.  I  do  not  expect  you. 
General,  to  see  all  the  consequences  of  the  precedent  which 
my  answer  to  the  questions  proposed  would  establish,  as  I 


I  think  I  see  them.  But  this  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect, that  you  will  see  that,  believing  as  I  do,  I  cannot 
answer  the  questions  which  you  propound,  imilcr  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  they  are  'propounded,  without  abandon- 
ing my  religious  convictions  and  wounding  my  conscience. 
I  dare  not,  then,  whatever  be  the  consequences  to  me  per- 
sonally, make  such  a  reply  to  your  letter  as  you  probably 
expected. 

But  I  trust  I  have  said  enough  to  satisfy  you  that  all 
charges  of  disloyalty  against  me  are  without  foundation. 
In  tills  connection  I  may  be  pardoned  for  quoting  from 
your  "  Circular  letter"  defining  loyalty.  You  say :  "  Prima 
facie,  an  oath  of  allegiance  is  evidence  of  loyalty,  and  when 
men  have  taken  upon  themselves  such  obligations,  and 
have  lived  and  acted  consistently  with  them,  they  should 
be  regarded  as  loyal."  I  have  taken  tho  oath  voluntarily 
and  conscientiously ;  I  have  lived  in  consistency  with  it; 
your  own  words  declare  tho  rett,  I  "  should  be  regarded  as 
loyal."  Under  your  order,  and  with  any  construction  that 
can  be  put  upon  it,  I  would  be  allowed  to  buy  aud  sell,  to 
practice  medicine  or  to  plead  law.  Why  not  to  preach  the 
gospel  ? 

But  I  will  not  weary  your  patience.  I  have  not  believed 
that  in  anything  that  has  occurred,  you  have  designed  to 
do  me  injustice,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  see  your  way 
clear  to  remove  the  hindrances  to  my  returning  to  ray 
work  a;id  calling.  In  any  event  I  shall  try  and  so  live  and 
act,  that  thoso  who  know  me  will  be  constrained  to  confess 
that  I  am  not  a  bad,  much  less  a  dangerous  citizen. 
I  have  the  Iionor  to  be.  General, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  B.  McPHEETERS. 

LETTER  OF  DR.    M'PHEETERS    TO    MAJOR    GENERAL 
SCHOFIELD. 

St.  Louis,  June  2, 1863. 
To  Major  General  Schofield, 

Cofmmanding  the  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

GEyERAL :  The  Presbytery  of  St.  Louis,  of  which  I  am  a 
member,  stands  adjourned  to  meet  in  this  city  on  to-morrow 
to  hear  and  consider  certain  matters  in  relation  to  the 
Church  of  which  I  am  the  pastor.  The  matters  that  will 
be  then  discussed  are  of  deep  personal  interest  to  nie. 
Special  Order  No.  152,  issued  on  the  I'jth  of  December, 
lb62,  prohibits  my  exercising  the  functions  of  my  office  in 
tho  State  of  Missouri  during  the  present  war.  One  of  the 
fuiicticjns  of  my  office,  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  is  to  sit 
in  ecclesiastical  courts,  and  my  object  in  addressing  you  is 
respictfully  to  request  that  under  the  circumstances  which 
I  h.'ive  stated,  you  will  so  far  suspend  Order  No.  152  as  not 
to  hold  me  guilty  of  its  violation  if  I  attend  this  meeting 
of  my  Church  court  and  participate  in  its  deliberations. 

I  deem  it  but  proper  to  say  tliat  when  Presbytery  held 
its  meeting  in  this  city  on  the  15tli  of  last  month  lor  the 
same  purpose,  that  I  made  a  verbal  request  through  Briga- 
dier General  Edwards  of  General  Curtis  to  be  allowed  to 
sit  in  Presbytery  without  offence  to  the  military  authorities, 
and  it  wis  not  granted.  This  I  felt  to  be  hard,  as  my  only 
object  in  asking  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  order  was 
that  I  might  have  an  opportunity  to  defend  my  ministerial 
tharacter  and  conduct  before  the  ecclesiastical  court  to 
which  I  am  amenable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General,  your  obedient  servant, 
SAMUEL  B.  McPHEETERS. 

REPLY    OF    GENERAL    SCHOFIELD. 

I1e.U)QUartees  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
St.  Louis,  June  3, 1863. 
Rev.  Samuel  B.  McPheeters  : 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Major  General  commanding  to 
say  that  you  have  permission  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  of  St.  Louis  for  the  purpose  of  defending  your 
ministerial  character,  but  not  to  act  as  a  member  ol  such 
body. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respecfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBURN. 
A.  A.  G. 

LETTER   OF   DR.  m'PHEETERS    TO  GOV.  GAMBLE. 

St.  Louis,  December  3, 1863. 
To  Governor  Gamble  : 

Dear  Sir:  As  your  time  is  necessarily  occupied  by  your 
oflici.al  duties,  it  is  with  reluctance  that  I  trouble  you  with 
any  matters  relating  to  myself.  I  know,  too,  tliat  the  re- 
moval of  the  grievance  uuder  which  I  labor  is  not  immedi- 
ately in  your  hands.  What  I  wish  to  ask  of  you,  however, 
is  only  your  kind  offices  in  suggesting  anything  that  it  may 
be  proper  for  me  to  do,  and  any  assistance  in  the  premises 
which  you  may  be  disposed  to  give  mo.  I  flatter  myself 
that  my  intercourse  with  you  in  years  p;vat  has  loft  the  im- 
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preagion  on  yon  that  I  will  not  knowingly  make  any  stnte- 
meut  whicli  I  do  not  myself  I  •elieve  to  be  trfie. 

My  case  is  this:  On  the  19th  day  of  December,  1R62,  a 
military  order  was  issued  containing  a  three-fold  sentence. 
1st.  Myself  and  wife  weretci,be  banished  to  specified  limits 
in  the  Northern  States.  2d.  'While  I  remained  in  Missouri 
I  was  ijrohibited  the  exercise  of  my  functions  as  a  minister 
«f  the  GosiJel.  3d.  My  Church  was  taken  from  the  cojitrol 
of  its  ecclesiastical  officers,  and  g;iven  in  charge  of  a  com- 
mission who  are  directed  to  provide  a  preacher  and  conduct 
the  services.  By  a  subsequent  order,  dated  December  28, 
1862,  the  sentence  of  banishment  wassuspended.  By  athird 
order,  dated  March  4,  the  control  of  my  Church  was  re- 
turned to  the  church  officers.  From  these  several  orders 
(copies  of  which  I  inclose,  marked  A,  B,  and  C)  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  only  part  of  the  original  order  against  mo 
that  remains  in  force,  is  that  which  forbids  me  the  exercise 
of  my  distinctive  functions  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  So 
true  is  this,  that  it  is  known  to  the  entire  community  that 
for  nearly  a  year  I  have  been  in  the  full  and  uninterrupted 
enjoyment  of  every  right  of  a  citizen,  except  my  ecclesias- 
tical and  religious  rights.  Refusing  to  receive  a  Salary 
from  my  congregation  for  services  1  was  prevented  from  ren- 
dering. I  have  been  forced  to  turn  to  secular  pursuits.  For 
many  months  past  I  have  found  cmploymentin  a  law  office. 
In  this  positiou  I  have  not  only  prepared,  but,  in  person, 
presented  and  passed  claims  before  a  commission  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  If  prepared,  I 
might  practice  law;  if  disjjosed,  I  might  publicly  lecture 
on  history,  art,  or  science.  I  have  voted  without  challenge 
or  objection.  In  short,  there  is  no  secular  calling  which  is 
not  as  open  to  me  as  to  any  other  citizen,  and  yet  it  would 
be  a  military  offence  for  me  to  preach  a  sermon,  to  admin- 
ister the  Lord's  Sii|iper,  to  officiate  at  a  funeral,  or  to  sit  in 
an  Ecclesiastical  Court!  The  simple  naked  fact  is,  that  as 
matters  now  stand,  the  military  authorities  have  deposed 
me  from  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and  this  is  the  only  grievance 
under  which  I  laljor  and  from  \vlii(  h  I  se<'k  to  be  relieved. 
I  could  give  a  very  rational  explanation  of  this  strange,  not 
to  say  absurd  issue  of  my  case,  but  it  would  require  more 
space  than  I  think  proper  to  occupy.  Suffice  it  to  say  tliat 
it  is  manifest  on  the  face  of  the  original  order  that  "it  was 
no  part  ofthepurposeofthemilitaryauthorities,  at  the  time 
the  order  was  issued,  to  prohibit  tlio  exercise  of  my  minis- 
terial functions  for  a  longer  time  than  the  ten  days  which 
were  to  elapse  between  the  orderand  the  banishment.  'When 
the  order  of  banishment  w;»s  suspended  it  was  so  worded, 
however,  as  to  leave  the  ecclesiastical  sentence  in  force. 
And  there  matters  have  stood  to  tliis  time.  I  think  I  have 
a  right  to  assume,  if  there  was  any  valid  ground  why  I 
should  have  been  punished,  that  it  would  have  come  to 
light  in  a  year,  and  I  am  confident  if  there  had  been  any 
evidence  against  me  I  would  not  have  been  permitted  to 
remain  in  tlie  State.  The  truth  is,  tiovernor,  that  the  origi- 
nal sentence  was  hastjiy  issueil  upun  the  representation  of 
one  or  t«o  misguided  and  prejudiced  men,  and  was  pio- 
nounced  without  my  having  any  examination  or  trial  what- 
whatovi!r.  This  I  have  always  regarded  as  Iiard  treatment. 
For  some  months  before  the  order  was  issued,  hearing  that 
charges  and  insinuations  were  being  made  against  mo  pri- 
vately, I  went  in  person  to  botli  the  District  Provost  Mar- 
shal and  to  the  Provost  JIarshal  General,  and  made  special 
request  that  if  charges  of  any  kind  were  preferred  against 
me  that  I  might  have  a  hearing  before  sentence  was  passed. 
And  if  this,  as  it  sftemed  to  me,  reasonable  request  had 
been  granted,  I  firmly  believe  that  no  order  would  ever 
have  been  issued.  It  is  most  certain  that  the  order  of  De- 
comber  I'J  could  not  be  obtained  against  me  now  I  believe 
that  those  who  asked  and  procured  it  then,  would  not  ask 
it  to-day.  I  am  much  mistaken  if  they  are  glad  to-day  of 
what  thc\v  did  ayear  ago. 

I  have  not,  up  to  this  time,  presented  my  case  to  the 
General  now  commanding  this  Department,  nor  asked  him 
to  review  it,  mainly  for  twureasous: 

1st.  It  was  a  case  decide<l  by  his  predecessor. 

2d.  Friends  in  whose  judgment  I  relied,  thought  that  in 
the  comlition  of  things  iu  Missouri,  it  was  belter  for  me 
patiently  to  wait.  I  feel  that  I  have  now  waited  long 
on  iuuli,  and  I  think  something  should  be  done  in  my  case. 
I  am  liie  oidy  minister,  of  any  denomination  iu  tlie  city, 
prohibited  by  tiic  milit.iry  authorities  from  preacliing.  I 
appeal  to  you  as  one  acqiiiiinlcd  wiili  t!iis  (  Mrnnninity,  and 
acquainted  with  nie,  if  su.  li  a  .li.-iiiictiiin  :i_'  .ui-t  me  "makes 
tlie  imiiression  upon  rospeetaM.-  citi/ous  tliat  this  sentence 
Is  just  and  i  iglit  !  The  (jucstion  I  wish  to  submit  to  j-ou  is, 
what  should  1  do  to  bring  my  case  before  the  proper  au- 
thorities'; If  the  sentence  can  be  removed  by  a  simple  re- 
versal, giving  no  reasons,  and  going  into  no  explanation,  I 
have  no  objection.  If  a  trial  is  necessary,  then  I  ask,  as  a 
matter  of  justice,  that  it  may  bo  full  and  searching,  and 
that  I  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  thoroughly  vindicating 
lu.v  character  and  conduct. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  B.  McPHEETEES. 


LETTER    OF    PRESIDENT  LINCOLN  TO  0.  D.    FILLEY. 

ExECtmvE  Man.siox, 
Washington,  Dectmber'i.J.,  1863. 
O.  D.  Fillet,  Esq.,  St.  Louis.  Mo: 

I  have  just  looked  over  a  petition  signed  by  some  three 
dozen  citizns  of  St.  Louis,  and  the  accompanying  letters, 
one  by  yourself,  one  by  a  Mr.  Nathan  Ranney,  and  one  by  a 
Mr.  John  D.  Coalter,  the  whole  relating  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
McPheeters.  The  petition  prays  in  tlie  name  of  justice 
and  mercy  that  I  will  restore  Dr.  McPheeters  to  all  hia 
ecclesiastical  rights. 

This  gives  no  intimation  as  to  what  ecclepiastical  riglits 
are  withheld.  Your  letter  states  that  Provost-Marshal 
Dick,  about  a  year  ago,  ordered  the  arrest  of  f'r.  McPiise- 
ters.  Pastor  of  Pine  Street  Church,  prohibited  him  from 
officiating,  and  placed  tlie  managementof  the  affairs  of  the 
chuith  out  of  the  control  of  the  chosen  Trustees:  and  near 
the  close  you  state  that  a  certain  course  "  would  insure  hia 
release."  Mr.  Ranney's  letter  says  :  "  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Mc- 
Pheeters is  enjoying  all  the  rights  of  a  civilian,  but  cannot 
preach  the  gospel ! ! !  "  Mr  Coalter,  in  his  letter,  asks:  "  Is 
it  not  a  strange  illustration  of  the  condition  of  things,  that 
the  question  who  shall  be  allowed  to  preach  in  a  church  in 
St.  Louis  shall  be  decided  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States?" 

Now,  all  this  sounds  very  strangely;  and,  withal,  a  little 
as  if  you  gentlemen,  making  the  application,  do  not  un- 
derstand the  case  alike;  one  affirming  that  tlie  doctor  is 
enjoying  all  tlie  riLjhts  of  a  civilian,  and  another  pointing 
out  to  me  what  will  secure  his  release.  On  the  2d  of  Jan- 
uary last,  I  wiote  to  <;eneral  Curtis  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Dick's  order  upon  Doctor  McPheeters;  and,  as  I  suppose 
the  Doctor  is  enjoying  all  the  rights  of  a  civilian,  I  only 
quote  that  part  of  my  le  ter  wliich  relates  to  the  Church. 
It  was  as  follows :  "But  I  must  add  that  the  United  States 
Government  must  not,  as  by  this  order,  undertake  to  run 
the  churches.  When  an  inilividual,  iu  the  church  or  out  of 
it,  becomes  dangerous  to  the  public  interest,  he  n5ust  he 
checked  ;  but  the  churches,  as  such,  must  take  care  of 
themselves.  It  will  not  do  forthe  United  States  to  appoint 
Trustees.  Supervisors,  or  other  agents  for  the  churches." 

This  letter  going  to  General  Curtis,  then  in  command 
there,  I  supposed,  of  course,  it  was  obeyed,  especially  as  I 
heard  no  further  complaint  from  Doctor  McPheeters  or  his 
friends  for  nearly  an  entire  year.  -I  have  never  interfered, 
nor  thought  of  interfering  as  to  who  shall  or  shall  not  preach 
in  any  church  ;  nor  have  I  knowingly  or  bclievingly  tolera- 
ted any  one  else  to  so  interfere  by  mv  authority.  If  any 
one  is  so  interfering,  by  color  of  my  authority,  I  would  like 
to  have  it  specifically  made  known  to  me. 

If,  after  all,  what  is  now  sought,  is  to  have  me  put  Doo- 
tor  M.  back  over  the  head  of  a  majority  of  his  own  con- 
gregation, that,  too,  will  be  declined.  I  will  not  have  con- 
trol of  any  church  on  any  side. 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  LIXCOLN. 

letter  of    attorney-general    bates    to  dr. 
m'piieeters. 

WASniNGTON,  December  31, 1863. 
Rev.  Sajujel  B.  McPheeters,  D.  D.,  Si.  Louis,  Mo. : 

Rev.  and  Dear.  Sir:  Governor  Gamble  transmitted  tome 
(in  his  letter  of  December  21)  your  letter  to  him  of  Dec.  3, 
which  contains  a  lucid  statement  of  the  condition  in 
which  jou  siipiios'3  yourself  to  bo  left,  by  the  various  mi^ 
itary  orders,  copies  of  which  accompanied  your  letter. 

Before  the  receipt  of  Gov.  Gamble's  letter  I  hail  received 
a  petition  in  your  behalf,  addressed  to  the  President,  by 
some  twenty  or  more,  among  whom  I  recognize  some  of 
the  -worthiest  men  in  St.  Louis.  That  petition,  with 
several  letters  of  individuals,  which  were  sent  with  it  I 
laiil  before  the  President.  lie  seemed  much  surprised  to 
find  that  you  were  still  laboring  under  any  clerical  or  pro- 
fessional disability,  in  consecjuence  of  those  ill  advised 
military  onieis,  which.'in  all  their  personal  and  civil  bear-  * 
ings  h.id  bei  n  superseded  long  ago.  And  ho  answered  Mr. 
0.  D.  Fiiley  (who  wrote  one  of  the  letters,  above  referr'^ 
to)  in  a  manner  which  ho  supposed,  would  end  the  qui*- 
tioii.  Again,  I  brought  tho  matter  to  his  notice,  by  ex- 
hibiting the  d  (cuments  first  mentioned  in  this  letter.  Tho 
President,  in  substance,  answered  that  it  was  Hlways  hia 
wish  and  purpose  to  hold  individuals  responsible  fur  their 
own  acts,  without  any  reference  to  thu  fact  that  they  hap- 
pened to  be  members  or  officers  of  particular  churchei — 
that  the  fact  of  being  a  member  or  p.<stor  of  a  church  waa 
no  excuse  for  personal  misdemeanor.  But  that  he  never 
intended  to  assume  or  permit  his  subcrdin.ate  officers  to  as- 
sume, any  power  to  govern  or  control  the  churches,  or  in 
any  manner  to  determine  who  may  or  who  may  not  preach 
and  minister  in  them.  You  say  that  you  arc  in  the  full 
friiiton  of  your  chnl  rights,  and  the  Prosidout  considers 
you  as  free  iu  ttie  enjoyment  of  your  ecclesiastical  righta. 


APPENDIX. 


537 


T  write  this  with  the  express  permissinn  of  the  President, 
anu  I  pi-esumo  to  advise  that  you  quietly  resume  the 
exercise  of  nil  the  rights,  duties,  and  functions  of  your 
office,  as  if  nu  interruption  had  occurred. 

I  reuiiiin  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and  servant, 
EDWARD  BATES. 

THE    CHAKGE    OF    THE    CHDKCH    EDIKICE. 

Upon  the  issue  of  the  order  of  Dpcember 
19,  18G2,  the  session,  (Elders  John  Whiti'hill, 
William  T.  Wood,  Alexander  Marshall,  David 
K.  Ferguson,  and  William  W.  Greene,  present, 
and  Martin  Simpson,  and  George  P.  Strong, 
and  the  Pastor,  absent.)  at  its  meeting,  Dec.  20,. 
1862,  passed  these  resolutions  unanimously  : 

1.  By  the  standards  and  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  Church  is  in 
tlie  Session  of  the  Church,  composed  of  the  Pastor  and 
Elders,  chosen  and  elected  by  the  people;  and  the  Session 
only  has,  or  can  have,  the  rightful  custody  arid  control  of 
the  church  ediiice,  and  books  and  papers  of  the  Church. 

2.  The  Constitution  of  the  Church  provides  for  the  se- 
lection of  Pastors  and  Ministers,  and  only  in  the  modes 
pi-ovided  can  a  Piistor  or  Minister  be  appointed,  or  elected, 
for  any  church  or  congi-egation.  All  power  and  control  in 
the  select'on  of  Pastors  and  Ministers,  is  by  our  Constitu- 
tion denied  to  the  civil  or  other  government,  or  other  hu- 
man power  outside  of  the  Chiu'ch. 

3.  As  members  of  this  Session,  we  are  under  solemn 
vows  to  obey  and  maintain  the  Constitution  of  the  Presliy- 
terian  Church,  and  whilst  we  yield  obedience  to  said  mili- 
tary order,  and  surrender,  so  far  as  we  have  possession  and 
custody,  our  church  edifice,  books  and  papers,  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  individuals  indicated,  to  wit:  George  P,  Strong, 
James  M  Corbitt  and  John  M,  Ferguson,  a  sense  of  duty 
constrains  us  to  record  our  convictions,  that  the  necessary 
effect  of  the  order  is  to  suspend,  while  the  order  is  in  force, 
organized  church  action. 

4.  We  earnestly  urge  and  entreat  all  the  members  the  of 
Church  not  to  suffer  this  sore  affliction  to  scatter  our  little 
flock,  but  to  maintain  steadfastly  their  present  relations 
witli  Pine  Street  Church,  and  in  faith  and  trust  and  Chris- 
tian patience,  await  the  return  of  the  day  when  in  God's 
providence,  the  possession  and  control  of  our  church  edi- 
fice, and  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  Church, 
shall  be  restored  to  us,  to  be  used  and  exercised  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Constitution  and  Standards  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

5.  We  know  not  on  what  evidence  the  military  authority 
acted,  as  their  order  affects  onr  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Samuel  B. 
McPheetcrs,  and  intend  no  imijeachment  of  their  action; 
but  adhering  to  our  P.astor  as  we  do,  and  as  our  solemn 
vows  require  of  ns,  a  sense  of  duty  impels  us  to  bear  our 
testimony  to  liis  rare  talents  and  efficien  y  as  a  minister, 
and  to  his  faithfulness  as  a  Pastor.  We  have  been  on 
terms  of  mo.st  f  imiliar  intercourse  with  him.  We  believe 
more  than  four-fifths  of  the  church  and  congregation 
would  unite  with  us  in  this  utterance.  We  commend  him 
to  the  synipalhy  and  affection  of  God's  people,  wherever  he 
may  go  or  sojourn  in  his  involuntary  wanderings  from  the 
people  of  his  charge,  whom  he  so  much  loves. 

6.  We  have  no  purpose  in  these  resolutions  to  criticise 
the  order  of  the  military,  referred  to ;  our  only  aim  has 
been  to  declare  our  views  of  our  powers  and  duty  as  a 
-hui'ch  session  in  the  circumstances  that  surround  us. 

REVOCATION    OF    THE    ORDER. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  ^Missouri, 
Office  of  ins  Provost  Marshal  Gen'l, 
St.  Louis,  March  i,  1SG3. 
Special  Onler  No.  25.] 

Special  Order  No.  152,  paragraph  II,  of  date  of  19th  De- 
cember, 1862,  relating  to  the  Pine  Street  Presbyterian 
Church,  is  hereby  further  modified  as  follows  : 

It  appearing  tliat  Messrs.  Strong,  Corbitt,  .and  Ferguson 
have  not  taken  charge  «f  the  church  edifice,  books  and 
papers,  so  mucli  of  said  order  its  directed   them  so  to  do  is 
now  rescinded. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  R.  Curtis. 

F.  A.  DICK, 
Lt.  Col.  and  Provost  Marshal  General. 

The  case  of  Dr.  McPheeters  was  before  the 
last  General  Assembly  of  the  (Old  School) 
Presbyterian"  Church,  on  an  appeal.  A  body 
claiming  to  be  the  Presbytery  of  St.  Louis  dis- 
solved the  pastoral  relation  between  Dr,  Mc- 
Pheeters and  the  Pine  Street  congregation,  and 
on  his  resuming  service,  requested  him  to  de- 


sist. The  Assembly  refused  to  sustain  the 
complaint  of  Dr.  McPheeters,  47  voting  to  sus- 
tain, 2  to  sustain  in  part,  117  not  to  sustain, 
and  1  excused  from  voting. 


THE  ANDERSON"  CASE. 

COURT    MARTIAL    AND     SENTENCE    OF/  S.   J.  P.    AN- 
DERSON,  D.    D. 

Before  a  military  commission  which  convened  at  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  97,  series  of 
lS6;j,  from  Headquarters  St.  Louis  District,  and  of  which 
Colonel  John  F.  Tyler,  1st  regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  S.  M., 
is  President,  was  arraigned  and  tried  Rev.  S.  J.  P.  Ander- 
son, citizen  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  the  following  charge 
and  specifications: 

Charge. — Disloyalty  to  the  Federal  Government. 

First  Specification. — Uttering  disloyal  expressions,  and 
expressions  of  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  manifesting  sympathy  with  rebels  and  their 
cause.  In  that,  he  has  asserted  and  maintained,  avowed 
and  admitted,  that  rebellion  is  not  a  sin;  that  the  Soutli  is 
right;  that  the  war  against  the  rebellion  is  wrong  and  un- 
warrantable; that  the  South  is  justified  in  its  course,  and 
that  it  cannot  be  subdued  by  Federal  arms ;  using,  also, 
other  language  and  expressions  of  similar  import  and  ten- 
dency. 

Stcmd  Specification. — In  that  he  has  openly  justified  the 
attack  on  and  capture  of  Fort  Sumter,  in  April,  1861,  and 
at  sundry  times  prior  to  June  1,  1863. 

Titird  Specification. — In  that  he  did,  at  his  residence  at 
St.  Louis,  display,  or  permit  to  be  displayed  from  his  house, 
the  rebel  colors,  and  erect,  or  permitted  to  be  erected,  or  to 
be  continued  on  his  premises,  a  mound  or  miniature  fort  or 
fortification  designated  as  '•  Fort  Sumter,"  and  bearing  the 
rebel  flag  a  considerable  time  in  the  spring  of  ISGl. 

Fourth  Specification  — In  that  he  denounced  the  capture 
of  Camp  Jackson  by  the  Federal  forces  as  a  violent  outrage 
on  -the  sovereignty  of  the  State. 

Fifth  Specification. — Having  openly  approved  of  the  fir- 
ing on  United  States  soldiers  in  tlie  streets  of  St.  Louis  on 
or  about  the  11th  and  13th  days  of  May,  1861,  and  denounced 
these  soldiers  as  "  homo  butchers,"  "  murderers,"  and  words 
of  like  import. 

Sixth  Specification. — Evincing  pleasure  and  gratification 
in  rebel  successes  and  Fedei'al  reverses,  thus  signifying  hia 
approval  of  the  rebellion. 

Seventh  Specification. — Openly  stating  and  avowing  that 
the  war  against  the  rebels  is  wrong  and  uuw.arrantable, 
and  that  he  could  not  pray  for  its  success  on  the  national 
fast  day  of  September  30, 1861. 

Eigtdh  Specification. — At  a  meeting  of  several  clergymen, 
held  in  the  city  of  St.  Lonis,  to  concert  a  union  of  their 
several  churches  in  the  observance  of  a  national  fast  day, 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  theSOth 
day  of  September,  1861,  he  conditioned  his  joining  in  such 
observance  on  this,  that  the  sticcess  of  the  Federal  arms 
should  not  be  prayed  for,  and  he  refused  to  join  in  such  ob- 
servance of  .a  fast  day  because  his  conditions  were  rejected. 

Ninth  Specification. — That  on  and  after  a  meeting  of  the 
Church  Extension  Board  of  the  so-called  Old  School  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  in  conversation, 
argued  and  spoke  in  favor  of  the  rebel  cause,  and  against 
the  efforts  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  put 
down  the  rebellion,  averring  that  the  South  was  in  the 
right,  and  could  not  and  ought  not  to  be  conquered. 

Tenth  Specification. — That,  as  a  clergyman  and  a  pastor, 
he  has  openly  cast  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  rebel- 
lion, and  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  by 
his  public  and  private  conduct,  language  and  ilemeanor,  in 
this  wise — that  he  has  averred  the  South  to  be  right,  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  be  wrong,  in  the 
present  conflict,  and  that  rebellion  is  not  a  sin;  that  it 
could  not  be  put  down  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  that  it  ought  to  succeed  and  would  succeed;  and 
that  loyalty  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  qu.alification  for 
membership  in  the  church,  Synod,  and  other  religious 
bodies. 

Eleventh  Specification. — In  that  he  had  arms  concealed 
in  his  house  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  the  Federal  troops 
known  as  Homo  Guards,  and  which  were  designated  ijy 
him  as  "Dutch  rule,"  and  also  saying  that  he  would  use 
these  arms  if  his  liberties  were  attempted  to  be  interfered 
with  by  them,  and  using  words  of  like  import,  intimating 
that  he  intended  resistance  to  military  law. 

The  Commission,  after  mature  deliberation  and  reflec- 
tion, have  found  the  prisoner  guilty  of  all  the  above  specifi- 
cations, and  also  the  charge,  and  have  therefore  sentenced 
him  to  be  sent  south  of  the  lines  of  the  Federal  army  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable. 

The  proceedings  have  been  disapproved  by  the  Comm<ind- 
ing  General,  on  account  of  a  defect  in  the  orders  convening 
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the  Commission.    The  ntiniber  of  members  in  this  case  was 
reduced  below  the  minimum  prescribed  in  paragrapli  2,  iu 
General  Orders  No.  1,  series  of  1S62,  from  these  headquar- 
ters. 
The  proceedings  are  therefore  inoperative  and  void. 

OEDEK     RESPECTING     RELIGIOUS 
,   COWVOCATIOJMS. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  March  5, 1864. 
Colonel  :  In  the  opinion  of  the  General  Commanding,  the 
interests  of  the  coimtry  require  that  due  protection  should 
be  given  withiu  the  limits  of  this  department  to  religious 
couvocatious,  and  other  religion.?  assemblages  of  persons 
whose  function  it  is  to  teach  religion  and  morality  to  the 
people.  But  at  the  present  time  he  deems  it  expedient  that 
the  members  of  such  assemblages  should  be  required  to 
give  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  loyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  as  a  condition  precedent  to  such 
privilege  of  assemblage  and  proteciion. 

The  Major  General  Commandiug  desires  that  you   take 
such  steps  as  in  your  judgment  will  best  secure  these  ob- 
jects. 
I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  D.  GREEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
To  Col.  .T.  P.  Sa\der30.x,  Provost  Marshal  General,  Depart- 
ment of  Missouri. 

EXPLANATORY  LETTER   FROM    GEN.  R03ECRANS. 
Headquarters  Dep't  of  the  JDssouri, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  29,1864. 

Dear  Sir  :  Assured  by  your  letter  of  the  25th  that  the 
members  of  the  Presbytery,  which  were  to  have  met  at 
Boooeville,  are  loyal,  lam  quite  satisfied  that  nothing  but  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  origin  and  purposes  of  the  or- 
der is  necessary  to  cause  it  to  meet  their  hearty  approval. 

My  respect  for  your  body,  and  for  the  principles  of  re- 
ligious freedom,  require  that  I  should  give  an  explanation  to 
you  and  the  religious  public. 

Loyal  church  members, both  lay  and  clerical,  called  my 
attention  to  the  fact  that  many  Jissemblages  of  ministers 
and  teachers  of  religion  of  various  dcuomiuations  were  to 
convene  duriug  the  spring  and  summer,  in  which  would 
doubtless  be  many  persons  openly  and  avowedly  hostile 
to  the  National  aud  State  Governments ;  that  in  ouc  most  of 
them  would  be  open  enemies  to  the  Union.  They  also 
prayed  me  to  take  such  measures  as  that  those  assem- 
blages should  not  be  used  to  concoct  treason  or  injure  the 
national  cause. 

What  was  to  bo  done?  If  all  who  claim  to  meet  for  reli- 
gious purposes  can  do  so  without  question,  a  convocatiou 
from  Price's  army,  under  the  garb  of  religion, may  assem- 
ble with  impunity  aud  plot  treason  in  our  midst. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  religious  assemblies,  really  such,  arc 
scrutinized  with  the  same  freedom  as  political  mecliugs  of 
unknown  and  doubtful  character,  not  only  would  it  be  ne- 
cessary to  inquire  into  the  ministerial  character  of  its  mem- 
bers, but  their  public  and  private  proceedings  must  be  so 
watched  that  treasiiu  could  not  be  perpetrated  without  de- 
tection aud  punishment,  which  would  occasion  a  mostirk- 
Bome  interference  with  personal  privacy  and  the  freedom 
of  religious  action. 

As  the  General  commanding  this  department,  my  duty  to 
the  country  and  the  people  of  the  State  required  me  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  machinations  of  enemies,  wlio,  under 
the  cover  of  the  freedom  of  religion,  should  attempt  to  con- 
ceal plans  and  counsels  opposed  to  the  interests,  peace,  and 
safety  of  the  State  aud  the  nation,  while,  as  a  Christian.  I 
felt  bound  to  secure  religion  from  the  danger  aud  ilisgrace 
of  being  used  as  the  cloak  of  malice,  aud  its  freedom  from 
a  surveillance  freely  exercised  over  political  meetings. 

To  fulfil  these  duties  the  Provost  Marshal  General  was 
iD.=tructed  as  follows  :    [See  order  above.] 

U|«in  these  instructions  the  Provost  Marshal  General  is- 
euod  th(^  orders  to  which  your  letter  alludes 

In  that  order,  as  now  enforced,  ho  protects  those  meet- 
ings, and  dispenses  with  surveillance  of  the  members  or 
proceedings,  on  the  simple  aud  easy  conditions  that  the 
members  will,  individually,  assure  him  of  their  loyalty  in 
either  one?  of  the  following  ways  : 

First.  Hy  certifying  on  honor  that  they  have  sworn  to 
support  the  Constrtutioa  and  Government  of  the  Uuited 
Suites,  and  provisional  government  of  this  Siiite,  as  re- 
quired by  the  laws  thereof,  to  enable  ministers  to  solem- 
nize marriage,  each  at  the  time  and  place  set  opposite  to 
his  name.    Or, 

Second.  By  taking  an  oath  of  the  form  prescribed  in 
tliat  order. 

I  am  quite  sure  that,  upon  proper  understanding  and  re- 
flection, the  friends  of  religion  and  its  freedom  will  thank 
me  as  much  as  do  the  friends  of  the  Union  for  this  order. 


I  regret  to  say  that,  while  I  have  abundant  evidence  of 
their  satis:'actiou,  I  know  of  very  few  Who  have  complained 
of  it  who  have  been  remarkable  for  loyalty.  Most  of  them 
have  been  remarkable'for  their  sympathy  with  the  rebel- 
lion, and  now  live  in  our  midst  croaking,  lault-fliiding,and 
even  rejoicing  in  the  nation's  struggles  and  reverses,  like 
the  impious  son  of  Noah,  who  uncovered  and  mocked  at 
the  nakedness  of  his  father. 

It  is  very  easy  to  see  that  such  persons  injure  the  cause 
of  religious  freedom,  as  they  do  that  of  the  country. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  is  manifest  that  the  order, 
while  providing  agiinst  public  daugor,  protects  the  freedom 
and  purity  of  religion,  on  the  one  hand,  from  disgraceful 
complicity  with  treason, and,  on  the  other,  from  an  irk- 
some surveillance,  which  would  otherwise  become  neces- 
sary iu  time  of  public  danger. 

W.  S.  P.OS-ECRANS, 
Major  General. 
To  the  Rev.  J.  B.  FnfLET,  Stated  Clerk,  Westchester  College, 

FuUon,  Missouri. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

1864,  June  18 — Col.  B.  G.  Farrar,  command- 
ing at  Natchez,  issued  this  order  : 

ORDER    OF    COL.    B.    O.    FAERAK. 

Headquarters  V.  S.  Forces, 

Natchez,  Miss.,  June  18, 1881, 
[Special  Order,  No.  31.] 

Extract. 
n.  The  Colonel  commanding  this  district  having  been 
officially  notilied  that  the  piasters  of  many  churches  in  this 
city  neglect  to  make  any  public  recognition  of  allegiance 
under  which  they  live,  and  to  which  they  are  indebted  for 
protection,  and  further,  that  the  regular  form  of  pniyer  for 
"the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  ail  others  in 
authority,"  proscribed  by  the  ritual  in  some  churche.s,  and 
by  established  custom  in  others,  has  been  omitted  in  the 
stated  services  of  churches  of  all  denominations,  it  is 
hereliy 

OrJereil,  That  hereafter,  tlio  ministers  of  such  idiurches 
as  ni.iy  have  the  prescribed  form  of  prayer  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  read  at  each  and  every  ser- 
vice in  which  it  is  required  by  the  rubrics — and  that  those 
of  other  denominations,  which  have  no  such  form — shall  on 
like  occa.sions  pronounce  a  prayer  appropriate  to  the  time, 
and  expressive  of  a  proper  spirit  toward  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  United  States.  Any  minister  failinj;  to  comply 
with  these  orders,  will  be  immediately  prohibited  from 
exercising  the  functions  of  his  office  in  this  city — and  ren- 
der himself  liable  to  lie  sent  beyond  the  lines  of  the  United 
States  forces — at  the  discretion  of  the  Colonel  commanding. 
The  Provost  Marshal  is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  order.     By  command  of 

B.  G.  FARRAR, 

Cnhmd  Crnnmandinff. 
JAMES  E.  MONTGOMERY, 

Capt.  and  Asst.  Adj.  Gen. 

PROTEST   OF    THE     BISHOP    OF    NATCHEZ. 

To  Col.  B.  G.  F.UIRAR,  Commanding  at  JVatchez: 

Respecti;d  Sir:  Returning  to  Natchez  from  a  portion  of 
my  visitation,  I  have  had  communicatetl  to  me  your  Special 
Order  No  .31,  dated  .June  ISth,  requiring  all  pastors  of 
churches  to  make  public  recognition  of  their  .allegiance  to 
the  government  under  which  they  live,  and  to  which  they 
are  indebted  for  protection  ;  to  pronounce  a  prayer  appro- 
priate to  the  times,  and  expressive  of  a  proper  spirit 
towards  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
had  some  personal  interviews  with  you  in  reference  to  this 
Order,  and  so  has  the  Vicar  General,  Very  Rev'd  M.  Gri};- 
non.  We  both  take  the  occasion  to  express  our  thanks  for 
the  politeness  we  have  experienced  from  you  en  all  these 
occasions. 

Indeed,  the  intercourse  of  our  clergy  with  the  Command- 
ers at  Natchrx,  and  the  officers  associated  with  them,  has 
been  generally  agreeable,  and  we  all  offer  our  thanks.  I 
must  mention  in  particular  Major  General  Crocker,  for  one 
conspicuous  act  of  his,  directing  the  entire  restoration  of 
the  fence  around  our  cemetery  when  it  had  lieen  destroyed. 
Our  orphans,  likewise,  have  experienced  theip  goodness  in 
receiving  supplies  from  tlie  Commissary  stores.  It  is  tnio 
that  the  presence  of  the  army  was  the  very  cause  of  their 
needing  this  ivssistance,  because  it  closed  the  ordinary 
channels  of  their  ns'iurces:  but  this  does  not  cancel  our 
obligations  of  gratitude  towards  the  Commanders  here,  and 
the  administration  at  \V:udiington.  for  thus  alleviating  the 
miseries  of  \.'ar  t'lwards  those  helpless  children,  and  the 
good  sisters  and  others  who  have  kindly  come  here  to  tako 
c.ire  of  them.  Their  prayers'  are  offered  tip  every  night  lor 
all  their  benefactors. 
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With  recrard  to  the  subject  of  this  Special  Order,  I  haye 
to  state,  tiiat  tlie  prayers  prescribed  by  our  rulers  are  in  tlie 
book  ca'.Ied  the  "  Roman  Missal,"  and  among  them  there  is 
none  that  mentions,  especially,  any'civii  government  The 
prayei's  contained  in  our  various  Englijli  prayer  books  are 
commonly  approved  of  by  individual  bishops,  simply  as 
containing  nothing  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  the  Church, 
but  they  are  not  part  of  our  prescribed  religious  service. 

In  the  Catholic  Cathedral  of  Natchez,  as  I  have  informed 
you.  every  morning  wo  recite  in  English  the  Litany  of  the 
Saints,  wherein  we  make  express  supplicaiion  for  all  Chris- 
tian rulers,  for  peace  and  unity  among  all  Christian  people, 
and  for  eternal  good  things  to  our  benefoctors;  among 
whom,  certainly,  are  to  be  chiefly  reckoned  those  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  protection. 

Those  ]) ravers  appear  to  you  to  be  not  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  reqoisitions  of  this  Special  Order. 

I  have  further  informed  you  that  a  somewhat  similar 
order,  or  r -iiuest.  w;is  made  once  before  by  the  miliary 
Commander  ut  N.atchez,  that  I  theif  referred  the  matter  to 
higher  authority,  that  the  answer  given  was :  That  we 
should  not  be  further  molested  on  the  subject,  and  that,  in 
fact,  we  were  not  molested  again  during  the  two  months^* 
which  elapsed  before  the  publication  of  the  present  Ordei*. 
I  h.'ivealso  told  you  why  the  correspondence  was  not  made 
public. 

Having  this  decision  from  higher  authority,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  matter  is  not  exactly  open  for  discussion  in 
Natchez.  The  evidence  I  have  given  of  such  a  decision 
having  been  rendered,  (though  not  official,)  gives  at  least  a 
sufficient  ground  for  suspension  of  any  action  under  the 
Order,  until  the  same  higher  authority  can  be  heard  from, 
and  its  instruction  can  be  received  in  official  form. 

My  respect,  however,  fur  the  post  you  occupy,  and  your 
personal  claims  to  my  regard,  make  it  agreeable  to  me  to 
give  you  all  reasonable  satisfaction,  not  by  discussing  the 
question,  but  my  making  known  to  you  the  reasons,  and 
the  spirit  wdjich  actuate  me  in  declining  to  comply. 

I  shall  be  glad,  also,  if  you  suffer  this  letter  to  be  pnl)- 
lished,  to  have  my  neighbors  round  me,  soldiers  and  civil- 
ians, and  most  of  all  the  flock  under  my  care,  to  whom  I 
am  bound  to  render  good  examples— I  sliall  be  glad  to  have 
them  understand  the  true  si)irit  .and  motives  of  my  conduct. 
The  more  so,  because  lalso  impressions  have  ijrevailed  in 
consequence  of  false  reports  having  been  circulated — some 
of  them  intended  to  be  complimentary,  concerning  my 
langu.age  and  conduct  on  the  former  occasion,  above  re- 
ferred to.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  making  it  known, 
whether  it  bo  accounted  to  my  credit  or  my  discredit,  simply 
as  a  fact,  that  I  did  not  on  that  occasion  use  any  words  of 
boldness,  but  I  endeavored  simply  to  express,  in  as  pleasant 
terms  as  I  could  command,  the  reasons  why  I  ought  not  to 
be  expected  to  comply. 

And  I  now  expressly  declare  that  my  declining  to  sub- 
mit to  this  Order  is  not  intended  as  an  expression  of  dis- 
regard, or  as  dislike,  towards  anj'  civil  or  military  authority, 
nor  towards  any  person  exercising  such  authority.  It  is 
not  intended  as  a  manifestation  of  disloyalty,  nor  of 
loyalty,  nor  of  any  person  cl.aiming  power.  It  has  no 
political  signification.  It  is  simply  of  the  Liberty  of  the 
Church  to  discharge  her  divine  functions,  without  inter- 
ference from  other  persons. 

And  this,  in  a  country  where  all  religions  are  equal  he- 
fore  the  goverament,  amounts  to  the  same  thing  as  the 
liberty  of  the  people,  (not  against  God,  but  ag;dnst  the 
State.)  in  i)eace  and  in  war,  to  choose  for  themselves  their 
religion,  and  rheir  religious  guides. 

If  an  order  like  this  were  made  by  any  other  civil  or 
military  authority  that  might  be  in  command  at  Natchez, 
it  would  be  my  duty  to  resist  then  as  I  resist  now. 

The  chief  rejisons  for  resistance  may  be  reduced  to  these 
two.  One  is,  tliat  religious  worship  ought  to  be  directed 
exclusively  by  religious  authorities.  I  speak  not  of  the 
negative  right  of  other  powers  to  suppress  acts  of  intended 
and  unwarranted  insult,  of  which  there  is  no  question  here, 
but  of  the  positive  ordering  of  prayers,  sermons,  cere- 
monies, &c. 

The  otlier  reason  especial  to  the  present  case,  is,  that 
Divine  Worship  being  directed  to  God,  it  is  not  proper  to 
introduce  anything  into  it  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
our  sentiments  <m  temporal  matters.  This  appears  to  be 
addressing  our  devotions  to  men  instead  of  God. 

But  as  the  weight  of  these  two  principles  depends,  with 
most  persons,  on  the  political  consequences  and  collateral 
bttu-ings  of  a  departure  from  them,  I  beg  you  to  have  pa- 
tience if  I  judge  that  the  interests  intrusted  to  me  by  God, 
which  are  involved  in  this  question,  require  of  me  a  some- 
what lengthy  development. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  loyalty  or  disloyalty  are,  in 
truth,  personal  sentiments.  Strictly  speaking,  they  do  not 
belonsr  to  aggregate  bodies,  but  to  tlie  individuals  who  con- 
stitute the  bodies;  and  a  recognition  of  allegiance  uttered 
by  a  priest  in  the  presence  of  the  congregation,  would  not 
Imply  any  profession  made  by  one  individual,  which  was  of 


no  force  whatever  ag  regarded  any  other  individual.  And 
why — out  of  a  whole  community  should  one  single  person 
be  required  to  make  such  profession?  and  the  very  person, 
who  by  his  office  and  his  conduct,  has  the  least  of  all  to  do 
with  civil,  military,  or  political  affairs — the  priest. 

If  it  should  ever  be  charged  that  I,  or  any  priest  of  the 
diocese,  h.ad  in  his  conduct  departed  from  his  office,  and 
done  anything  injurious  to  the  government,  let  the  charge 
be  stilted  and  examined,  let  the  individual  bo  held  respon- 
sible for  his  own  conduct  like  any  other  citizen,  and  let  not 
God's  solemn  worship  be  altered  or  interfered  with  on  one 
man's  account. 

Catholic  Faith  teaches  that  God  appointed  the  Church  to 
direct  men  in  the  manner  of  worshipping  Him — to  tell 
them  when,  and  how,  they  ought  to  offer  their  public 
devotions — wliat  outward  forms  and  ceremonies  are  suitable 
and  what  praj-ers,  and  forms  of  prayer,  are  appropriate  on, 
public  occasions.  Whether  others  regard  this  as  true  or 
false  it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Church,  received  from  God, 
like  the  doctrine  of  the  Incarnation,  or  any  other  dogma. 
It  is  essential  to  her  existence  ;  to  renounce  it  would  be  to 
declare  herself  an  impostor.  For  a  Bishop  to  abandon  it 
would  be  to  betray  the  solemn  trust  confided  to  him  by 
God — to  sacrifice  the  eternal  interestsof  the  souls  under  his 
care,  and  to  scandalize  the  whole  Catholic  Church  through- 
out the  world. 

Now,  any  acceptance  on  my  part  of  this  "  Special  Order" 
would  be,  in  my  judgment,  equivalent  to  abandoning  this 
doctrine,  by  acknowledging  the  right  of  others  than  the 
Church  to  take  share  in  the  direction  of  Divine  Worship. 
This  Order  requires  us  to  introduce  a  totally  new  element 
into  our  Sacred  Worship,  viz :  the  public  profession  of  tem- 
poral allegiance  to  the  constituted  authorities  by  a  prayer 
to  lie  pronounced  professedly  for  this  end. 

I  have  no  hesitation  to  express,  not  in  words  only,  but 
in  the  sincerity  of  my  mind,  all  respect  for  his  Excellency, 
the  President  of  the"  United  States,  and  to  profess  cheerful 
obedience  to  his  government  in  all  things  lawful  Tithile 
I  live  under  it  and  enjoy  its  protection ;  and  this  without 
any  questioning  as  to  his  personal  merits,  simply  because 
he  is  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  my  religion  teaches  mo  to 
respect  all  who  are  in  authority,  because  authority  is  from 
God.  Whether  the  possessor  of  it  be  designated  by  election 
or  any  other  means,  whatever  legitimate  authority  he  pos- 
sesses, it  is  from  God  who  gives  it  to  him,  and  my  respect 
for  all  those  who  hold  authority  is  a  part  of  my  respect  for 
God,  and  a  part  of  my  religion.  The  samel  say  of  all  civU 
governments  in  the  world. 

But  the  designating  of  an  individual  by  his  name,  or  by 
a  special  title,  is  not  a  part  of  my  worship  of  God.  And 
though  if  it  would  assist  to  excite  devotion,  it  might  be 
done  innocently,  and  even  laudably,  when  there  would  be 
no  danger  of  its  being  misunderstood ;  yet  to  do  it,  not  for 
exciting  feelings  of  devotion,  but  avowedly  for  the  purpose 
of  making  profession  of  allegiance,  and  when  it  would  be 
understood  as  acknowledging  a  right  on  the  part  of  the 
secular  powers,  civil  or  militarj-,  to  interfere  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  religious  worship — this  would,  to  my  mind, 
be  a  criminal  betrayal  of  my  sacred  trust,  and  a  deep  in- 
jury to  the  Church,  in  which  alone  are  my  hopes  of  eternal 
salvation. 

Further,  this  Order  asserts  the  right  of  requiring  us  if 
necessary,  to  compose  entirely  new  prayers,  appropriate  to 
the  times,  and  "  expressive  of  a  proper  spirit  towards  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States." 

This  necessarily  implies  a  right  in  the  Commander  to 
judge  what  times,  and  what  emergencies  are  worthy  of  new 
and  appropriate  prayers,  and  what  spirit  our  prayers  must 
be  expressive  of;  and  consequently,  a  right  to  inspect  our 
prayers,  and  to  make  such  alterations  as  he  judges  neces- 
sary to  render  them  appropriate  and  sufficientlj- expressive. 
This  is  no  e-xtravagant  conclusion  of  mind.  You  are  in 
this  very  case  claiming  to  exercise  this  right ;  for  I  have 
told  you  that  we  are  reciting  prayers  which  I,  as  Bishop, 
judge  to  be  appropriate,  and  expressive  of  the  proper  spirit 
towardsour  rulers. 

You,  as  milit.ary  Commander,  judge  that  they  do  not 
answer  the  purpose,  and  you  require  me  to  recite  new  ones, 
or  to  add  to  these  in  such  a  way  that  they  may  meet  your 
judgment. 

I  gladly  bear  testimony  that  I  see  in  you  no  desire  to  em- 
barrass us ;  on  the  contrary,  you  are  disposed  to  be  as  for- 
bearing as  possible,  consistently  with  j'our  claim. 

You  would  be  satisfied  with  very  little — a  few  words — 
perhaps  a  single  word— but  you  insist  upon  that  word. 
Whj-  is  so  much  importance  attached  to  the  utterance  of  a 
word?  Manifestly,  because  you  feel  as  I  do,  that  the 
utterance  of  that  word  would  be  the  acknowledgement  of 
a  principle.  That  principle  would  be,  that  our  Divine 
Worsliip  is  a  proper  occasion  for  professions  of  allegiance, 
and  that  the  military  Commander  has  a  right  to  require 
the  recital  of  prayers  which  he  judges  appropriate  to  the 
times,  and  expres.sive  of  the  proper  spirit. 
I     This  right  once  admitted  in  a  miUtai-y  Commander,  ha 
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will  himself  he  the  judare  of  when  and  how  to  exercise  it. 
Your  gooil  will  and  morleration  will  be  no  rule  for  another, 
wlietlier  at  Natchez  or  elsewhere.  The  few  words  which 
will  satisfy  you  may  appear  to  him  to  be  an  evasion,  and  if 
he  thinks  they  are,  it  will  be  his  duty  to  require  more. 
Now,  if  other  events  arise  which  ho  judges  of  sufficient 
importance  to  require  new  prayers  appropriate  to  the  new 
times,  it  will  be  bis  duty  to  demand  them.  There  will  be 
still  more  reason  for  exercit  ing  this  right,  with  regard  to 
our  sermons  and  instructions  than  witli  regard  to  our 
proycrs ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  him  from  applying 
it,  likewise,  to  our  ceremonies. 

And  there  have  been  already  indications  of  a  disposition 
to  extend  this  interference  to  the  puli)itand  the  ceremonies. 
I  have  heard  of  the  clergy  being  called  on  to  jjublish  from 
the  pulpit  the  iiroclamation  of  the  civil  power.  Happily 
the  Commander  was  a  gentleman  of  clear  mind,  and  mod- 
eration, and  he  acquiesced  in  the  reply  made  to  him,  that 
the  pulpit  was  not  the  organ  of  communication  between 
the  civil  powers  and  the  people.  But,  if  he  possessed  the 
right  which  this  Special  Order  imi^lies,  he  might  equally 
have  refused  to  acquiesce,  and  have  insisted  upon  the  read- 
ing of  that,  or  any  other  civil  or  military  document ,  whiclM 
he  should  judge  it  suitable  to  have  communicated  through 
the  pulpit. 

And  with  regard  to  the  ceremonies,  I  have  boon  told  that 
some  papiTs  were  hinting,  if  not  openly  declaring,  that 
various  clergymen,  indifferent  churches,  ought  to  be  made 
to  suffer  for  not  celel'rating  certain  feasts  and  fasts  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government,  or  rather,  for  not  holding  their 
Divine  Service  at  the  hours,  and  with  the  degree  of  solem- 
nity, which  the  editor  judged  suitable. 

Progress  is  very  rapid  in  this  countiy,  especially  in  time 
of  war,  and  what  is  thrown  out  to-day  as  a  hint  by  a  single 
paper,  may  in  a  few  months  become  a  common  clamor, 
ami  an  established  rule. 

And  observe  that  this  right  of  interference  with  the 
Church's  worship  of  God,  would  bo  exercised  in  this 
country  by  men  who  acknowledge  no  responsibility  to 
her  rule,  and  profess  no  acquaintance  with  her  laws  and 
liturgy. 

This  consideration  is  a  general  answer  to  all  such  argu- 
ments as  might  be  drawn  from  any  practices  in  Cath<dic 
countries,  practices,  not  imposed  by  military  authority,  but 
dictated  by  the  Church  itself,  of  her  own  accord,  and 
guarded  against  danger  of  abuse  by  her  enactments — en- 
actments which  the  civil  authority  engages  to  enforce. 

Still  more,  a  right  of  this  kind  can  be  as  sternly  claimed, 
and  as  rigorously  enforced  by  one  military  authority  as  by 
another.  The  priests  in  other  parts  of  this  diocese  (which 
comprises  the  entire  State  of  Mississippi,)  or  niysclfj  while 
discharging  my  Episcopal  visitation  in  those  parts,  could 
eijually  be  called  on  to  invoke  God's  assistance  for  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States. 

And  now,  in  simple,  honest  truth,  what  would  such  con- 
tradictory prayers  bo  worth  ?  anil  what  would  either  or 
both  powers  have  gained  when  they  had  extorted  a  public 
pronofinciiig  of  them  ?  As  prayers  to  God,  they  would  be 
a  mock"ry,  and  as  professinns  of  allegiance,  I  repeat  it,  they 
are  no  jiurt  of  Catholic  worship,  and  I  cannot  consent  to 
introduce  them  into  it.  The  entire  freedom  of  the  Church 
to  direct  her  own  Divine  worship  is  not,  I  believe,  a  i)ecu- 
liar  claim  of  the  Catholic  Church.  It  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, nearly  all  denominations  have  likewise  claimed  it, 
whethcrall  of  them  have  exercised  it  at  all  times  or  not. 
It  has  always  been  the  bo.astof  some  of  the  New  England 
Colonies,  that  they  were  founded  by  men  who  left  their 
homes  rather  than  brook  the  interference  of  the  State 
with  their  manner  of  worshipping  God;  and  if  somo  of 
them  are  charged  with  afterwards  persecuting  men  for  con- 
science's sake,  even  then,  it  has  been  said,  it  was  not  an  exer- 
cise of  the  State's  authority  over  the  Church,  but  rather 
the  Church  was  directing  the  State  to  drive  out  what  the 
Church  believed  to  be  false  worship. 

-Vnd  tbisliliorty  of  the  Church  to  direct  Divine  worship 
has  always  been  recognized  by  the  State.  I  need  not  quote 
to  you  the  well  known  cbiuse  of  tho  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  prohibiting  Congress  from  any  interference 
with  the  free  exercise  of  religious  worship. 

TlieillnstriousGener.il  .lackson,  when  President  of  tho 
United  States,  determined  us  he  was  in  tho  exercise  of  bis 
authority  to  its  fullest  extent,  said  he  had  no  constitutional 
power  even  to  invite  the  people  to  observe  an  annual 
Thanksgiving  day.  He  was  to  administer  the  civil  govern- 
ment, and  to  take  no  cognizance  of  tho  religion  of  the 
people,  except  so  far  as  to  protect  o;ich  one  in  following  his 
own,  without  molestation  from  his  neighbors. 

If  later  Presidents,  exercising  their  own  judgment  in  tho 
matter,  have  thought  it  well  on  especial  emergencies,  as 
in  time  of  pestilence  and  of  war,  to  call  on  all  the  people 
to  offer  prayers  on  certain  days,  yet,  as  far  as  I  know," they 
have  confnied  themselves  to  a  simple  invitation,  and  not 
pretended  to  compel  any  one  to  comply. 

Nor  is  there  any  reason  in  tho  circumstances,  why  such 


a  power  should  bo  claimed  at  this  particular  time.  These 
l)rayers  are  no  necessity  of  war — no  armies  would  be 
strengthened  or  supplied,  no  enemy  would  be  weakened  or 
emburrasted,  aofi-iends  would  be  encouraged,  no  opponent 
would  be  disheartened. 

On  the  contrary,  tho  effect  would  fce  to  give  pain  and 
alarm  to  many,  and,  most  of  all,  to  those  who  have  most 
warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Union,  believing  that  it 
was  the  best  protection  of  their  religious  liberty;  for,  to  a 
true  Christian,  who  has  any  faith  and  manliness  in  him, 
the  de.arest  of  all  liberties  must  be  that  of  the  exercise  of 
his  religion.  Country,  Constitution,  Union,  Independence, 
Flag,  however  warm  sentiments  any  of  these  m.-iy  awaken 
in  his  hear't,  after  all,"  they  express  in  themselves  but 
temporal  goods.  The  real  value  of  these  things  is  the  pro- 
tection and  security  they  afford  him  while  he  is  working 
out  the  great  end  of  his  creation,  the  service  of  God,  and 
the  saving  of  his  immortal  soul.  "  What  will  it  pr/fU  him 
to  (join  the  lohoU  world,  if  lie  lose  his  own  soul?''  And 
what  must  he  care  for  ^le  power  and  glory  of  his  country, 
if  purchased  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  means  given  him  to  save 
his  soul  ? 

And  among  those  means,  in  the  opinion  of  most  of 
jChristians,  and  in  the  absolute  conviction,  the  Divine  faith 
of  every  Catholic,  most  conspicuous  and  efficient  is  the 
(":hurch,  in  the  free  exercise  of  all  the  duties  imposed  on 
her  by  God. 

If  the  country  claims  a  right  to  interfere  with  her  reli- 
gious worship,  it  puts  a  shackle  on  her  freedom,  which 
every  earnest  Catholic  will  feel  as  a  deep  wrong  and  a  more 
grievous  injury  than  iron  manacles  upon  liis  wrists.  It 
would  be  felt  as  an  injury  by  numbers  of  persons  in  all  the 
walks  of  life,  whose  past  and  present  services  to  the  United 
States,  rendered  in  various  ways,  do  not  deserve  an  injury 
at  the  hands  of  Government. 

I  say  this,  not  as  a  ground  for  claiming  any  privilege, 
nor  any  exemption  from  just  and  reasonable  laws,  but 
that  you  may  better  understand  how  widely  extended  and 
how  deeply  unmerited  would  be  the  injustice  of  any  inter- 
ference withour  religious  worship.  Allow  me  to  mention, 
not  in  any  vain  parade,  but  for  the  better  understanding  of 
the  bearing  of  this  question,  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  of 
Mercy,  of  the  Holy  Cross,  and  all  the  other  orders  oi' re- 
ligious ladies,  who  have  been  for  three  years  wearing  out 
their  willing  lives  in  the  military  hospitals — ladies  from 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  South  Carolina,  by  tho  side  of 
ladies  from  Massachusetts  and  Illinois — who  have  saved  so 
many  lives,  and  comforted  so  many  deatlis  That  pleasant 
smile  of  theirs, that  cheery  word,  which  lifts  up  tlie  heart 
of  a  poor,sutfering  soldier,  and  gives  him  more  strength 
than  medicines  or  food;  it  reaches  his  heart,  because  it 
comes  from  theirs;  and  what  smile  can  tlieir  hearts  give, 
when  they  know  that  those  very  soldiers,  whose  lives  they 
are  saving,  may  bo  employed  to  close  their  thnrclies,  and 
to  conduct  their  bishops  and  priests  beyond  the  lines,  bo» 
cause  they  will  not  acknowledge  the  right  of  the  civil  gov- 
ernment to  alter  their  religious  Xi'orship  ? 

And,  in  truth,  what  is  it  that  makes  such  women  1  that 
infuses  into  their  hearts  that  heroic  charity,  and  that  re- 
ligious tenderness?  It  is  tho  very  freedom  wliieli  the 
Church  enjoys  to  train  lier  children  with  such  devotions 
and  religious  practices  as  she  judges  to  be  most  beneficial 
to  their  soids,  according  to  their  circunistan'o.s  and  their 
states  of  life,  without  interference  from  any  liuiuan  power. 

Once  make  the  Church  a  subject  of  the  S'tate  in  spiritual 
fnnctions,  and  she  is  no  longer  a  living  Church  of  .the 
Holy  Ghost,  intusing  into  her  chililren  tlie  life  of  Catholic 
charity  ;  she  becomes  a  kind  of  pious  branch  of  police. 

And  we,  the  Catholic  clergy  of  this  Diocese  of  Natchez, 
have  done  nothing  to  merit  molestation  from  the  United 
States  Govennneiit.  We  have  never  lent  our  public  ailvo- 
cacy  nor  our  private  inlluence  to  its  injury,  neither  before 
nor  since  the  w.ir  began.  I  have  never  pn-ac  lied  a  political 
sermon,  and  never  advised  any  one,  neither  in  imlilic  nor  in 
private,  neitlier  directly  nor  indirectly,  to  join  any  army, 
nor  to  give  a  vote  for  or  against  any  of  "the  n'leasures  w  liich 
led  to  the  present  war;  and,  to  tlie  best  of  my  knowledge, 
all  the  priests  of  the  Diocese  have  likewise  kept  themselves 
free  from  political  entanglements.  Not  tliat  we  bad  not  the 
right,  like  other  citizens,  to  take  an  active  part  in  jurlitics 
if  we  chose,  but,  having  de<licated  ourselves  iiriiiiai  ily  to 
the  care  of  souls,  we  endeavored  to  follow  the  line  of  con- 
duct recommended  to  the  clergy  by  all  the  Iiislio|is  of  this 
province,  in  the  Council  of  New  Orleans,  held  in  .Tanuary, 
1856,  in  these  woi-ds  of  their  pastoral  letter:  "It  is  haruly 
necessary  for  us  to  remind  you  that  yon  are  to  confine 
yoiH'self  to  the  spiritual  guardianship  of  your  respective 
flocks,  and  within  tho  line  of  your  ecclesiastical  duties. 
Leave  to  the  politicians  the  politics  of  the  day.  Your  busi- 
ness is  the  salvation  of  souls  and  tho  interests  of  Jesus 
Christ."  AVo  have  tried  accordingly  to  keep  ourselves  free 
to  render  religions  services  to  ail  who  mi-ht  desire  them, 
whether  permanent  members  of  our  flocks,  those  neighbors 
among  whom  we  have  been  living,  and  to  whom  wc  are  at- 
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tachcd  by  natural  as  well  as  by  religious  ties,  or  whether 
temiiorai'v  sojourners,  soldiers,  or  civilians,  masters  and 
eervaiits.  wliite  and  colored — all  who  have  immortal  souls 
have  had  equal  claim  upon  our  time  and  care  when  they 
desired  our  religious  services. 

I  shall  conclude  by  mentioning  fiicts,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  courting  favor,  but  to  let  you  understand  the  spirit 
■which  the  Church  has  given  to  priests,  without  making 
professions  of  allegiance  a  portion  other  religious  worship, 
and  that  you  may  judge  wliether  the  Government  would 
g:iin  anything  of  substantial  good  by  interfering  with  the 
Church's  own  way  of  teaching  her  children  their  duties  to 
their  fellow-men. 

One  of  the  priests  of  this  Difccese,  one  whom  I  most 
esteemed  and  loved  among  them  all,  sacrificed  his  life  for 
the  soldiers  of  the  United  States  Army,  in  February  of 
1863.  It  was  the  Bev.  Basil  Elia.  He  asked  my  permis- 
eiou  to  go  to  the  soldiers  at  Young's  Point,  and  iu  that 
neighborhood,  opposite  to  Vicksburg,  because  he  had 
heard  that  many  were  dying  thcrj  without  a  piiest.  His 
own  statement  was  that  a  hundred  Catholics  were  dj'- 
ing  in  a  week.  It  wijs  outside  of  my  Diocese,  and  I  had 
use  for  his  services  at  home ;  yet  I  approved  of  his  going, 
for  the  same  reason  he  asked  to  go,  simply  because  there 
were  so  many  there  who  wanted  his  assistance.  His  inces- 
sant fatigues  and  exposure  soon  brought  tho  prevailing 
disease  on  himself.  Ho  could  not  be  in<luced  to  abandon 
those  poor  souls  until  he  was  entirely  prostrated.  He  was 
carried  to  Memphis  in  March,  and  he  died  there,  the  2d  of 
April. 

Another  priest,  now  at  the  Cathedral,  is  just  recovering 
his  strength  after  four  months  of  sickness,  brought  on  him 
iu  spite  of  a  robust  constitution,  by  his  attention  to  the 
Bick,  chiefly  those  dying  of  the  smallpox,  almost  all  of  them 
being  either  United  States  soldiers  or  jwor  colored  people, 
gathered  at  Natchex,  on  account  of  its  occupation  by  the 
United.  States  army. 

Indeed,  ever  since  the  beginning  of  last  August,  the 
cliiefportion  of  the  labors  of  tho  Catholic  clergy  of  Natchez 
have  been  absorbed  by  them.  For  myself,  though  my 
episcopal  duties  have  been  urgently  demanding  my  at- 
tention, yet  I  have  devoted  much  more  time  and  labor  to 
the  United  States  soldiers  and  the  colored  people,  during 
the  last  ten  months,  than  I  ever  gave  to  any  sick  before, 
during  all  the  eighteen  years  of  my  sacred  ministry. 

And  there  is  a  collateral  point,  which,  perhajis,  it  would 
lie  more  dignified  to  leave  unnoticed ;  but,  in  tliis  country, 
it  will  be  regarded  as  necessary  for  ajustappreciation.  The 
labors  of  our  priests  have  been  rendered  without  any  chap- 
lain's salaries,  or  any  other  temporal  remuneration.  Whim 
wewero  obliged  to  keep  three  horses  instead  of  one,  tho 
commanders  rendered  us  some  assi.stance  in  that  regard; 
but  even  that  only  multiplied  our  expenses,  by  the  necessity 
of  providing  for  them. 

Simply  from  a  sense  of  religious  duty,  and  in  accirdance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Church,  we  have  labored  along ;  with 
thebles.sing  of  God  wo  shall  continue  to  labor,  if  you  will 
suffer  us  to  do  so  without  renouncing  the  Divine  obligations 
of  the  Church,  from  which  alone  our  labors  derive  their 
value. 

But  if  you  demand  of  us,  in  the  name  of  the  civil  or  mil- 
itary government,  to  alter  our  religious  worship,  the  care 
of  which  is  intrusted  by  God  to  the  Church  alone,  our 
line  of  conduct  is  simply  and  clearly  marked  out  by  the 
Divine  Author  of  both  Church  and  State,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  His  Grace,  we  hope  to  adhere  to  it.  "  Render 
to  Ctesar  thetJiings  that  are  Caesar's,  and  to  God  the  things 
Viatare  Gail's." 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respected  Sir,  with  all  con- 
eideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

fWM.  HENRY  ELDER, 

Bishop  of  Natchez. 

Si.  Mart's  Cathedral,  Natchez,  July  13,  ISW. 

^    July  22 — Brigadier  General  Mason  Brayman 
i  dued  this  order  : 

UFADliUAETERS  UNITED  STATES  FORCES, 

NATCHiiZ,  Miss.,  July  22, 18&1. 
[Special  Order  No.  11.] 

Extract. 

V. — It  appears  that  while  the  country  was  at  peace 
William  Henry  Elder,  Bishop  of  Natchez,  caused  to  be 
read  as  a  portion  of  the  proper  and  recognized  religious 
Bervice  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  witain  his  ecclesias- 
tif-al  jurisdiction,  the  usual  prayer  for  the  President  of  tho 
United  States,  &c.,  whereby  was  signified  and  taught  a  true 
and  loyal  spirit  towards  the  Government  and  authorities  of 
the  United  States,  and  a  pious  desire  for  the  prosperity  and 
maintenance  thereof. 

It  fnrther  fipiiears,  that  after  the  establishment  of  the 
pretended  Government  of  the  '■  Confederate"  States  of 
America,  iu  vioiatiuu  of  the  Constitution  uud  laws  of  the 


United  States,  and  in  treasonable  and  armed  rebellion 
against  the  same,  the  said  William  Henry  Elder,  Bishop  of 
.Natchez,  did  cause  to  be  aijolished  and  stricken  from  the 
proper  and  usual  service  of  tlie  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
within  his  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  the  prayer  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  &c.,  and  did  substitute  and 
cause  to  be  read  in  place  thereof  a  like  prayer  for  the  Pres- 
ident of  tho  pretended  "Confederate"  States,  &c.,  whereby 
he  publicly  renounced  his  allegiance  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  declared  allegiance  to  a  power  then 
in  armed  resistance  against  the  samej  and  compassing  its 
overthrow,  such  act  being  in  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  citi- 
zen of  tho  United  States,  and  of  evil  example  to  them  under 
his  ecclesiastical  authority,  he  well  knowing  that  thereby 
was  instigated  and  promoted  rebellion  and  armed  hostility 
against  the  lawful  authority  of  the  United  States. 

It  furthermore  appears,  that  on  the  18th  of  June  ultimo, 
a  Special  Order  (No.  31)  was  issued  by  tho  officer  thencom- 
mauiliug  the  United  States  forces  at  Natchez,  requiring  that 
the  prayer  for  the  President  of  tho  United  States,  &c., 
should  be  restored  and  appropriately  read  as  part  of  Divine 
Service,  (as  had  been  the  custom  aforetime  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  Natchez.) 

The  said  William  Henry  Elder,  Bishop  of  Natchez,  being 
still  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  and  ill  disposed 
towards  tho  government  thereof — not  having  repented  of 
nor  retracted  his  treasonable  conduct  and  teachings  as 
aforesaid,  but  on  the  contrary  repudiating  and  denying  the 
authority  of  the  Government  and  its  officers  in  that  behalf; 
and  having  for  a  long  time,  though  frequently  warned,  con- 
tnm;iciously  refused,  and  still  utterly  refusing  obedience  to 
said  ordiT,  thus  encouraging  tho  people  under  his  authority 
in  treasonaljle  practices,  and  impairing  the  force  of  discip- 
line!    It  is  therefore  ordered : 

First.  That  the  said  William  Henry  Elder,  Bishop  of 
Natchez,  be  expelled  from  the  lines  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  not  to  return  without  permis.sion,  on  pain  of 
imprisonment,  during  the  continuance  of  tho  rebellion. 

Second.  That  the  Provost  Marshal  close,  and  hold  military 
possession  of,  St.  Mary's  Cathedral,  situated  in  the  city  of 
Natchez,  and  all  other  houses  or,places  of  worship  within  this 
command,  and  \inder  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
Bishop  William  II.  Elder,  in  which  the  prayer  for  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  has  heretofore  been,  but  is  not 
now,  read. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  said  William  Uenry  Elder, 
has  requested  in  a  respectful  manner,  that  any  action  under 
said  order  No.  31,  be  suspended  "until  communication  can 
be  had  with  tho  authorities  at  Washington :"  It  is  further 
ordered  : 

That  action  under  said  order  No.  31,  and  the  paragraphs 
"  First''  and  "  tkcnnd"  of  this  order  be  accordingly  sus- 
pended until  further  orders;  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  the 
Provost  JIarshal  af  Natchez,  cause  the  said  William  H. 
Elder,  Bishop  of  Natchez,  to  report  in  person,  within  twen- 
ty-four (24)  hours  after  receiving  a  copy  of  this  order,  to 
the  Officer  commanding  the  U.  S.  forces  at  Vidalia,  and 
remain  within  his  military  lines  under  penalty  of  the  im- 
mediate execution  of  the  order  before  named. 

The  Provost  Marshal  at  Natchez  and  Vidalia,  respec- 
tively, will  see  to  the  strict  observance  of  this  order. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Brayman  : 

J.  n.  ODLIN, 
Captain  and  Ass't  Adjutant  General. 

August  12 — Gen.  Brayman  issued  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 
Natchez,  Miss.,  August  12,  lStj4. 
[Special  Order  No.  31.] 

Jlilitary  authority  having  been  for  the  time  vindicated, 
so  much  of  Special  Order  No.  11  as  requires  Rev.  William 
Henry  Elder,  Bishop  of  Natchez,  to  remain  within  tho  mili- 
tary lines  of  tho  post  of  Vidalia,  (La.,)  is  suspended,  and 
he  may  return  to  his  home  and  duties  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  War  Department  bo  known  in  his  case. 

And  as  all  solemn  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Being,  not 
proceeding  from  hottest  hearts  and  willing  minds,  are  ne- 
cessarily offensive  to  Him,  and  subversive  of  sound  moral- 
ity, so  much  of  Special  Order  No.  31,  June  18, 1864,  as  re- 
quires public  prayer  to  be  pronounced  in  behalf  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Union  is  suspended 
until  further  orders;  leaving  all  persons  conducting  divine 
worship  at  liberty  to  mmifest  such  measure  of  hostility  as 
they  may  feel  against  the  Government  and  Union  of  these 
States,  and  their  sympathy  with  tho  rebellion,  by  omitting 
such  supplication,  if  so  minded. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Brayman: 

J.  II.  ODLIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

The  case,  on  reaching  Washington,  was  re- 
ferred to   Major  General  Canby,  Commanding 
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Department,  by  whom  no  further  action  appears 
to  have  been  taken. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  GULF. 

ORDERS  OF    MAJOR    GENERAL    BUTLER. 

New  Orleans,  May  13, 1862. 
[General  Order  No.  27.] 

It  having  come  tp  the  knowledge  of  the  commanding 
general  that  Friday  next  is  observed  ae  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  in  obedience  to  s-oine  supposed  proclamation  of  one 
Jefferson  Davis,  in  the  several  churclies  of  this  city,  it  is 
ordered  tliat  no  such  observance  be  had. 

Churclies  and  religious  houses  are  to  be  kept  open  as  in 
time  (if  profiiund  peace,  but  no  religious  exercises  are  to  be 
had  upon  tlie  supposed  authority  above  mentioned. 
By  communil  of  Major  General  Butler. 

Ol  FICE  SIlUTART  COMMANDANT  NEW  ORLEANS, 

City  Uall,  May  28,  1862. 
[General  Orders.] 

Hereafter,  in  the  chnrches  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
prayer  will  not  be  offered  up  for  the  destruction  of  the 
In  ion  or  Constitution  of  the  United  St^ites,  for  the  success 
of  rebel  armies,  for  the  Confederate  States,  so-called,  or  any 
olBcers  of  the  same,  civil  or  military,  in  their  official  ca- 
pacity. 

While  protei^tion  will  be  afforded  to  all  churches,  religious 
houses  and  establishments,  and  religious  services  are  to  be 
lield  as  in  time  of  profound  i)eace,tliis  ])rotection  willnot  be 
allowed  to  be  perverted  to  the  upholding  of  tre-tson^tir  ad- 
vocacy of  it  iu  any  form.  Where  thus  perverted,4t  will 
be  withdrawn. 

G.  r.  SHEPLEY,  MilUanj  Commandant. 

Rev.  Drs.  Leacock  and  Goodrich,  and  Mr 
Fulton,  of  the  Episcopal  churche?,  declined 
to  read  the  prayer  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  they  were  -sent  to  New 
York  by  the  next  steamer.  Some  weeks  after, 
they  returned  to  New  Orleans,  but.  Gen.  Banks 
requiring  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  a  condition 
of  landing,  they  returned  to  New  York. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE. 

ORDERS    OF    MILITARY    GOVERNOR   ANDREW  JOHN- 
SON. 

State  op  Tennessee,  Executive  Department, 
Nashville,  June  28, 1862. 
Lieut.-Col.  R.  W.  McClain,  Acting  Provost  Marshal: 

Sir  :  Rev.  Drs.  Howell,  Ford,  Sehon,  Sawrie,  and  Bald- 
win are  under  arrest,  and  they  are  hereby  placed  in  your 
custody. 

Shouhl  they  desire  to  give  evidence  of  their  loyalty  by 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  giving  their  iiiclividnal 
bonds  in  th<i  siim  of  SJ.OuO  e;ich  for  tiie  faitiiful  observance 
thereof,  they  will  be  permitted  to  do  so,  and  their  rciease 
ordered  accordingly. 

If,  however,  it  is  their  determination  not  to  give  such 
evidence  of  loyaltj',  they  will  be  committed  to  j)rison,  there 
to  remain  until  arrangements  are  completed  for  tlieir 
transportation  South,  beyond  the  Federal  lines,  there  to  be 
left,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  if  they  recrossor 
como  again  within  said  lines  during  the  e.xistiug  rebellion, 
they  will  be  considered  spies  and  dealt  with  ttccordiugly. 
Very  respectfullv, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON,  Military  Governor. 

Executive  Department,  June  28, 1862. 
Lient-Col.  McClain,  Acting  Provost  Marshal: 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  issue  stringent  or- 
ders prohibiting  all  visitors  to  the  members  of  the  clergy 
this  day  sent  as  prisoners  to  the  penitentiary,  except  such 
as  h.ive  spii  ial  permission  from  me  for  that  purpose;  and 
1  wiiubl  :h1i1,  this  privilege  should  be  granted  only  for  good 
and  suiiicient  re;usons.  I  would  suggest  that  no  encour- 
agement should  be  given  to  thatsecession  spirit  and  feeling 
wliich  are  manifested  by  numerous  offerings  of  delicjvcies, 
&c.,  by  sympathi/.ing  rebel  friends. 

These  men  were  not  sent  to  the  penitentiary  there  to  be 
kept  as  objects  <if  especial  attention  from  traitors,  nor  to 
be  lioni/ed  by  a  cl.iss  of  peniile,  who,  if  properly  dealt  with, 
won  d  be  allowed  the  iirivilege  of  expressing  their  sym- 
pathy only  within  the  sanu-  [ilace  of  confinement. 

Xhey  are  there  us  enemies  of  our  Qovcruiueut,  and  as 


such  are  entitled  and  should  receive  such  consideration 
only  as  attaches  to  a  person  guilty  of  so  infamous  a  crime. 
Very  respectfullv, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON,  Military  Gmernor. 

On  the  29th  of  June  Rev.  C.  D.  Elliott  and 
Dr.  Cheatham  were  arrested  and  sent  to  the 
penitentiary.  All  of  these  ministers,  except 
Dr  Howell,  were  subsequently  sent  through 
the  lines. 

THE   DEPARTMENT    OF   VIRGINIA. 

ORDER  OF  BRIO.  GEN.  WILD,  AT  NORFOLK. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Feb.  11, 1864. 
[General  Orders  No.  3.] 

All  places  of  public  worship  in  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth 
are  hereby  phiced  under  the  control  of  the  provost  mar- 
shals of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  respectively,  who  shall 
see  the  pulpits  properly  filled  by  displacing,  when  neces 
sary,  the  present  incumbents,  and  substituting  men  c 
known  loyalty  and  the  same  sectarian  denomination,  eithei 
military  or  civil, subject  to  the  approval  of  thecommandin,'j 
general.  They  shall  see  that  all  churches  are  open  freely 
to  all  officers  and  soldiers,  white  or  colored,  at  the  usual 
hour  of  worship,  and  at  other  times,  if  desired;  and  they 
shall  see  that  no  insnlt  or  indignity  be  offered  to  them, 
either  by  word,  look,  or  gesture  on  the  part  of  the  congre- 
gation. The  necessary  expenses  will  be  levied  as  far  aa 
possible,  in  accordance  with  the  previous  usages  or  regular 
tions  of  each  congregation  respectively. 

No  property  shall  be  removed,  either  public  or  private, 
without  permission  from  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brigadier  General  E.  A.  Wild. 

case  of  rev.  james  d.  armstrong. 
War  Department,  Bureau  of  Miutary  Justice, 
April  SO,  1864. 
To  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  James  D.  Armstrong,  of  Norfolk, 
Va., I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

This  person  having  been  placed  at  hard  labor  on  th» 
public  works  by  Major  General  Butler,  in  March  last,  as  a 
punishment  for  his  disloj'alty,  an  appeal  in  his  bihalf  by 
liissister,  residing  in  Orange  I'o.,  New  York,  was  addressed 
to  the  Secretary,  and  the  case  thereupon,  at  the  tuggestioB 
of  this  office,  referred  to  General  Butler  for  report. 

From  this  report  of  the  9th  inst.,  it  Bpi)ears  that  -Arm- 
strong, who  has  been  for  s'ome  years  a  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man at  Norfolk,  took  and  subscribed  about  February  last, 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  which  is  pub- 
lished iu  General  Order  No.  49,  of  Ileadfjuarters  of  Departr' 
ment  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  December  10,1863; 
in  which  he -solemnly  swore,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God,"  as  follows :  That  he  would  '•  henceforth  faithfully  sup- 
port, protect  and  defend  the  C<mstitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Union  of  the  States  thereunder;"  that  lie 
would  "'abide  by  and  faithfully  su])port  all  iicts  of  Congress 
passed  during  the  existing  rebellion  with  reference  to 
slaves;"  also,  "all  proclamations  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Sfcites  made  during  the  rebellion,  having  reference 
to  slaves." 

And  further,  ho  gave  his  "  solemn  parole  of  honor  (to  b© 
enforced  according  to  military  law)"  that  he  would  "'hold  no 
correspondence  with  or  afford  any  aid  or  comfort  to  any 
enemies  or  oi)po8ers  of  the  United  StJites,  save  as  an  act  o* 
humanity." 

And  he  further  "solemnly  declared  that  this  oath  ftm 
parole  were  tjiken  and  given  fully  and  willingly,  and  with 
out  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatever,  and  \vitl 
full  intention  to  keep  the  same." 

It  being  suspected  however,  th<^t  he  had  practical]  • 
violated  this  oath,  &c.,  and  was  a  disloyal  and  d.ingerou 
person,  Armstrong  was  summoned  before  an  aide-tie-cam 
of  the  General  commanding,  and  subsequently  before  th 
General  himself,  and  subjected  to  an  examination  ii 
regard  to  his  feelings,  sympathies  and  actions  as  a  man  t 
professed  loyalty. 

From  his  answers  to  the  questions  addressed  to  him,i 
fully  appejirs  as  follows:  That  he  took  the  oath  in  accori 
ance  with  the  Scriptural  injunction  to  obey  the  '•  powers 
that  be,"  and  with  the  intention  of  keeping  it  as  far  as  hi* 
actums  wire  concerned ;  but  that  at  the  same  time  he  could 
not  C(mtrol  his  //-clings. 

That  when  a  friend  of  his,  in  coming  out  of  the  Cnstom 
Housoat  Norfolk,  after  both  had  taken  the  oath  together, 
exclaimed  that  he  "would  like  to  spit  upon  the  Northern 
Yankees,"  he  did  not  rebuke  him,  because  ho  considered  that 
he  took  theoath"  with  the  same  view  ashinisell." 

That  his  sympathies  have  always  been  with  the  rebels. 
That  he  thinks  the  South  entirely  justified  iu  beginning 
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and  continuing  the  war;  and  believes   that  the  Confed- 
eracy should  be  recognized  as  an  independent  Government. 

That  he  does  not  regard  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  as- 
sociates as  traitors,  or  as  deserving  any  punishment. 

Tliat  he  believes  that  human  slavery  is  sanctioned  by  the 
Bible. 

That  he  has  never  opened  his  church  on  the  days  of  fast 
or  thanksgiving  appointed  by  the  President,  but  has 
opened  it  for  meetings  of  prayer  on  days  designated  by  Da- 
vis, of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy ;  that  he  has  de- 
termined never  to  pray  that  the  President  or  the  military, 
Ac,  authorities  may  be  successful  in  putting  an  end  to  the 
rebellion ;  that  since  the  war  he  has  never  preached  a  ser- 
mon in  his  church  favorable  to  the  Union  cause  ;  and  that 
he  would  never  allow  any  other  minister  to  pray  there  for 
the  Union  and  against  the  rebels;  but  that  he  has  himself 
prayed  for  '•  the  authorities  over  us,"  meaning  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  &c. 

That  he  did  not  regret  the  federal  loss  at  Smithfleld  a  few 
weeks  since. 

From  tliese  admissions,  which  constitute  the  only  evi- 
dence presented,  it  would  appear  that  Armstrong,  except  in 
the  ca.se  of  calling  prayer  meetings  in  his  church  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  requirements  of  the  rebel  Davis,  has  not  com- 
mitted what  are  commonly  regarded  overt  acts  of  positive 
disloyalty,  but  has  violated  his  oath  rather  in  sentiment 
and  feeling  than  in  the  open  expiession,  by  language  or 
deed,  of  hoslility  to  our  Government.  There  is,  however, 
doubtless  enough  in  these  admissions  to  convict  the  party 
before  a  military  tribunal  of  a  technical  violation  of  his 
oath,  and  probably  other  testimony  could  be  procured 
which  would  present  his  guilt  in  a  still  more  decided  form. 
As  to  his  perfidy  and  bitter  disloyalty  there  can  bo  no 
question. 

In  regard  to  Maj.  Gen.  Butler's  manner  of  treatment  in  this 
case,  it  is  to  be  said,  that  while  a  temporary  confinement  of 
asuspected  party,  preparatory  to  his  b'-iiigbrought  to  trial, 
or  for  other  necessary  purpose,  is  customary  and  allowable, 
there  is  believed  to  be  no  precedent  in  our  service  for  the 
imposition  by  a  commanding  general  of  a  formal  punish- 
ment, and  especially  (as  in  the  present  case)  of  an  intiuijous 
punishment,  without  any  trial  whatever.  The  military 
law,  in  providing  a  just  and  summary  mode  of  trial,  also 
provides  for  the  proper  punishment  of  all  military  offences, 
and  the  case  must  be  extremely  rare  in  which  thislawcan- 
not  be  more  properly  appealed  to  for  the  infliction  of  such 
punishniint  than  the  will  of  the  general  commanding 

It  is  advisi'il,  therefore,  that  Armstrong  either  be  brought 
to  trial  \>y  uiilitary  commission  lor  a  violation  of  his  oath 
»nd  parole  of  honor,  or  sent  beyond  our  lines  as  a  dangerous 
character.  General  Butler  represents  that  his  society  and 
influence  were  more  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  in  his  neighborhood  than  a  company  of  rebel 
cavalry  would  have  beeu;  and  his  banishment  to  the  ene- 
my's country  would  be,  not  a  punishment,  but  a  measure  of 
police  regulation  sanctioned  by  the  exigencies  of  war,  and 
moEt  proper  to  be  employed  in  the  present  instance. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge  Advocate  Geiural. 

Proposed  Action  in  Congress. 
rirst  Session,  Thirty-eighth  Congress. 

1864,  March  31 — Mr.  Powell  offered  thi8 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Senate  all  orders  that  have  been  issued  from  his 
department,  or  by  generals  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  authorizing  any  person  or  persons  to  take  posses 
uiou  of  any  church  or  churches,  or  house  dedicated  to  the 
worship  of  God,  or  house  or  property  belonging  to  any 
home  or  foreign  mission  society,  or  houses  and  property 
belonging  to  any  denomination  of  Christians  in  the  United 
States ;  and  that  he  inform  the  Senate  how  many  churches 
and  how  much  property,  and  of  what  kind  and  description, 
has  beeu  taken  possession  of  in  pursuance  of  said  orders, 
and  where  the  same  is  situated,  and  to  what  denomination 
of  Christians  the  property  so  taken  belonged. 

April  5 — The  resolutloa  was  tabled — yeas 
27,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Dix- 
on, Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harding,  Har- 
lan, Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kan- 
6,18,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner, 
Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilson— 27. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,Co\\a.n,  Davis,3ohii»on, 
Pomeroy,  Powell,  Riddle,  Saulshury,  Van  Winkle,  Willey — 
16. 

July    1 — Mr.  Powell  introduced  this  bill, 


which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary : 

Be  it  enacted,  itc.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  or  any  other  person  who,  for  the  time  being, 
may  be  acting  as  Secretary  of  War,  or  any  officer  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person  engaged  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  to  take  charge  of  any 
church  or  house  of  public  wor-ship,  iu  any  State  or  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  of  dismissing  a  minister 
therefrom,  or  of  appointing  a  minister  thereto,  or  installing 
a  minister  therein;  and  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
Secretary  of  War,  or  any  person  for  the  time  being  who 
may  be  acting  as  Secretary  of  War,  or  any  officer  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  by  proclamation,  order,  or 
otherwise,  to  appoint  or  designate  any  person  or  persons  to 
take  charge  of  any  church  or  house  of  public  worship  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  the  Secretjtry  of  War,  or  any 
person  who  for  the  time  being  may  be  acting  as  Secretary 
of  War,  or  any  officer  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or 
other  person  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  who  violates  this  act,  shall,  for  every  such  offence, 
be  liable  to  indictment  as  for  a  misdemeanor,  in  any  court 
of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  to  hear,  try,  and 
determine  cases  of  misdemeanor ;  and  on  conviction  thereof 
shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
suffer  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  more  than  ten 
years  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  trying  the  same.  And 
any  person  convicted  as  aforesaid  shall  moreover  be  dis- 
qualified from  holding  any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust 
under  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Reconstruction  of  Churches. 

CHUECHES  IN  NEW  ORLEANS. 

THE    EPISCOPAL    CHCUCHES. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulp, 
Office  of  Provost  Marshal  General, 
New  Orleans,  June  3,  18&t. 
To  the  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  fit.  Peter's  Clmrch : 

By  orders  of  the  Major  General  commanding,  you  will 
please  furnish  me  as  follows  : 

1st.  List  of  Wardens,  Vestrymen,  and  Trustees,  with  date 
and  mode  of  appointment,  and  present  residence. 

2d.  List  of  pew-holders,  and  others  who  have  contributed 
statedly  to  the  support  of  the  Church,  the  rector,  or  the 
officiating  minister,  with  the  amounts  contributed  by  each, 
and  sums  yet  due ;  and  the  names  of  such  other  heads  of 
families,  or  other  adults,  who  by  their  stated  attendance 
may  have  been  regarded  as  members  of  the  congregation 
during  the  pei-iod  aforesaid,  with  their  places  of  residence. 
3d.  An  account  in  detail  of  all  financial  transactions,  and 
the  present  pecuniary  condition  <  f  the  corporation,  with  aii 
inventory  of  church  buildings  and  their  valuation. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  BOWEN,  Brig.  Gen., 
Provost  Marshal  Geiieral,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
Office  of  Provost  Marshal  General, 
New  Orleans,  June  15, 1864. 
Major  George  B.  Dr.ake,  A.  A.  General: 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  Department  Headquar- 
ters, I  respectfully  report  that  the  Episcopal  Churches  in 
which  the  prayers  for  the  President  and  Congress  were  not 
read  prior  to  1st  March,  were,  viz : 
St.  Paul's, 
St.  Peter's, 
Trinity. 
On  the  1st  March,  after  due  notice,  I  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing Trustees  in  St.  Peter's  Church,  in  place  of  the  War- 
dens and  Vestrymen  : 

Wm.  Lewis, 
John  Brooks, 
James  Jackson, 
Henry  Uoulgrone, 
John  Houlgrone. 
By  consent  of  the  Post  Chaplain,  and  with  my  approval, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  A.  Vallas  was  authorized  to  act  as  the  officia- 
ting clergyman.    On  the  9th  April  the  Rev.  Mr.  L.  T.  Jes- 
sup,  clergyman  of  Trinity  Church  resigned,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Vallas  succeeded  him.     In  both  of  the  churches  the 
prayers  for  the  President  and  for  Congress  are  read.     The 
ilev.  Mr.  Vallas  officiates  in  one  in  the  morning  and  the 
other  in  the  evening. 

The  prayers  for  the  President  and  for  Congress  were 
omitted  iu  the  services  of  St.  Paul's  Church  till  the  10th  of 
April.  Since  that  date  they  have  been  read  regularly  by  the 
officiating  clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Guion. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  papers  of  the  Wardens  of  St. 
Paul's  and  St.  Peter's  Churches,  and  the  letters  of  the  Rev. 
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Mr.  Vallas  in  respect  to  the  financial  condition  of  these 
Churches. 

I  was  informed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newman,  that  at  a  small 
Episcopal  Church  in  Algiers,  conducted  by  an  alien  clergy- 
man, the  prayers  for  the  President. and  for  Congress  were 
not  read,  and  I  directed  the  church  to  be  closed. 

This  is  the  only  Episcopal  church  in  New  Orleans,  or  in 
its  vicinity,  iu  which  the  above-mentioned  prayers  are  not 
read. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  BOWEN,  Brig.  Gen., 
Prcmost  Marshal  General,  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCHES. 

To  Brigadier  General  James  Bowex,  Provost  Marshal  Gen- 
eral^ Department  of  the  Gulf: 

We,  the  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  by  you  to 
"ascertain  and  report  the  names  of  the  trustees  of  the  sev- 
eral Presbyterian  and  Baptist  churches  in  this  city,  Algiers, 
and  Carrollton,  and  whether  [he  trustees  of  these  cliurclies 
h;ive  taken  the  oathof  allegiance  to  the  United  States,''  &.C., 
do  respectfully  report : 

That  in  accordance  with  said  order,  your  Committee  pro- 
ceeded to  the  performance  of  their  duties,  the  result  of 
which  is  presented  in  a  tabular  form  hereto  annexed,  to 
which  they  refer  for  the  particulars  connected  with  said  in- 
vestigation as  it  respects  the  otticers  of  said  churches,  their 
present  residence,  their  status  as  to  loyalty,  o:ith,  &c.  That 
in  the  investigation  which  has  been  made  by  your  Commit- 
tee, commencing  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  they 
repoitt  that  this  church  was  originally  incorporated  March 
1.  1S34,  under  the  corporate  name  of  tlie  "  X'resbyterian 
Church  of  the  City  and  Parish  of  New  Orleans;"  that  on 
the  aSth  of  February,  1S54,  an  amendment  of  said  act  was 
passed,  in  which  amended  act  the  title  of  said  church  was 
changed  to  the  "  First  Presbyterian  Church  and  Congrega- 
tion of  the  City  and  Parish  of  Now  Orleans,"  that  in  said  act 
the  second  section  thereof  reads  as  follows  : 

'•That  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  elect  from 
their  own  body,  who  own  or  rent  pews  in  said  church, 
trustees  to  represent  them  in  their  temporal  affairs  or  con- 
cerns, and  that  the  said  trustees  shall  consist  of  five,  and 
shall  have  power  to  make  and  establish,  from  time  to  time, 
Buch  by-laws  and  regulations  as  they  shall  judge  projier  for 
the  election  of  their  own  officers,  riid  for  supplying  tho  va- 
cancies wliich  may  occur  among  the  same,  for  regulating  the 
time  and  piaoes  of  meeting  of  said  trustees  or  members 
composing  said  corporation,  Ac,  and  for  the  government 
and  management  of  tho  temporal  affairs  of  said  corporation, 
and  generally  for  the  transaction  of  all  the  temporal  con- 
cerns of  said  corporation  of  every  kind :  Prirvidrd,  that 
«urh  by-laws  and  regulations  are  not  inconsistent  with  tho 
Omstitidion  and  Laws  of  tho  United  States,  or  with  those  of 
this  State,  or  with  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  provided, 
aUn,  that  no  sale  or  other  alienation  of  any  of  the  property 
of  said  corporation,  except  the  pews  of  the  church,  shall  be 
valid  and  legal,  without  the  written  concurrence  and  con- 
Bent  of  all  the  then  ruling  elders  of  the  said  First  Presby- 
terian Church. 

'•  Sr,c.  3.  That  the  said  church  shall  be  governed  in  its  ec- 
clesiastical affairs  by  tho  doctrine,  discipline,  rules,  and  reg- 
ulations of  the  Prcsbj  terian  Church  of  the  United  States. 
known  and  designated  as  the  Old  S.-hool  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  General  Assembly  of  which  held  its  last  an- 
nual session  iu  tho  City  of  Philadelphia  and  State  of  Peun- 
evlvania." 

'That  tho  Rev.  B.M.  Palmer,  of  South  Carolina,  was  in- 
stalled as  the  pastor  of  this  church  sometime  in  the  year 
1S56,  and  continued  so  to  act  until  some  time  in  the  year 
1S61,  when  he,  together  with  a  largo  number  of  the  mem- 
bers and  congregation  of  said  church,  left  for  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  have  not  since  returned ;  that  the  relation  of 
said  pastor  with  said  church  has  never  been  dissolved ;  that 
the  said  Palmer,  as  late  as  about  the  month  of  May  last, 
atlend'-d  a  meeting  of  tho  so-called  "General  Assembly  of 
the  Coufeder:it<!  States,"' as  the  representativeof  said  church: 
that  lie,  tot;,ther  with  six  out  of  eight  of  the  ruling  elders 
of  said  church  are  •'■rebels,"  in  the  largest  sense  of  that 
word  ;  that  of  said  elders  there  is  only  one  reliable  Union 
man,  to  wit :  J.  A.  Mabin  ;  that  of  the  five  trustees,  one  h;i8 
re^igned ;  one  is  said  to  have  acted  with  the  Confederate 
antiiorities  in  their  action  against  northern  men;  that  the 
remaining  trustees,  though  having  taken  the  oith  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Uidted  States,  covertly  act  with  the  enemies 
of  that  Government. 

Tke  pecuniary  condition  of  tho  church  is  as  follows : 
There  is  a  mortgage  debt  against  the  church  of  $10,000. 
which  is  hi'ld  by  tlio  French  house  of  Rochereau  &  Co.,  of 
this  city  ;  the  interest  for  the  past  three  years  is  also  due 
and  unpaid.  Tho  church  property  is  insured  for  thostim  of 
$70,000. 

Your  Committee  further  report,  that  the  Third  Presbyte- 
siau  Cburcb  was  incorporated  and  chartered  in  the  year 


IS-IT  or  1848 ;  that  your  Committee  have  been  unable  to  ob- 
tain the  precise  date  of  said  charter;  that  the  said  charter 
contains  the  same  provisions  in  relation  to  officers,  organi- 
zation and  government  as  that  of  tho  First  Presbyterian 
Church ;  that  in  regard  to  *iid  officers  and  their  present 
position,  &c.,  your  Committee  refer  to  -the  tabular  state- 
ment Itereto  anne.ved. 

This  church  is  encumbered  with  a  debt  of  $10,000,  se- 
cured by  mortgage  in  favor  of  the  ho",se  of  Rochereau  & 
Co.,  above  referred  to;  that  there  is  also  a  debt  of  $2,000, 
due  to  the  Citizen's  Bank  of  this  city,  secured,  as  your  Com- 
mittee believe,  by  a  mortgage ;  that  there  is  also  a  debt  of 
81,000,  due  to  a  loyal  lady  named  Miss  Clark,  a  resident  of 
New  York  city  ;  that  the  said  debts,  with  the  interest  there- 
on, amount  to  about  $15,000,  most  of  which  is  due  to  dis- 
loyal foreigners  and  citizens. 

Your  Committee  further  report  that  the  Fourth  Presby- 
terian Church  is  an  incorporated  body  under  a  charter  sim- 
ilar in  all  respects  to  that  of  the  churches  above  mentioned. 
Your  Committee  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  indebt- 
edness of  this  church,  but  they  are  informed  that  there  is  a 
debt  existing  against  it  in  favor  of  the  same  parties  who 
hold  the  large  incumbrances  on  the  other  churches  above 
mentioned. 

Y^our  Committee  further  report,  that  the  church  known 
as  the  Prytania  Street  Presbyterian  Church, in  all  respects 
in  tfio  particulars  above  specified,  is  similarly  situated  as 
the  other  churches  mentioned  in  this  report. 

Each  of  these  churches,  through  its  officers  and  a  large 
majority  of  its  members,  identified  themselves  with  the  ex- 
isting rebellion,.attempting  a  disseverance  from  that  loyal 
body  of  men  known  as  the  "General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,"  who,  at  its  session  in  1861,  so  nobly  and 
patriotically  sustained  our  glorious  Government  and  its  au- 
thority; that  shortly  after  that  time  these  churches  con- 
nected themselves  with  what  has  been  called  the  ''  General 
Assembly  of  the  Confederate  States,"  a  body  without  any 
right  for  its  establishment  or  continuance,  or  the  recogni- 
tion, if  any,  of  any  competent  authority,  having  the  power 
so  to  do;  that  since  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans by  the  United  States  Government,  these  churches, 
through  some  chicane  and  secret  action,  have  each  con- 
stituted themselves  into  an  independent  Presl'yterian 
Church,  thus  attempting  to  carry  out  the  false  principle  of 
secession,  and  contrary  to  the  chai'ter  under  which  they  are 
severally  organized. 

Your  Committee  would  also  state  that  these  Churches, 
except  the  one  known  as  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 
so  far  us  their  pulpit  supply  is  concerned,  are  virtually  va- 
cant— that  is,  they  have  no  regular  or  stated  pastor;  that 
they  semetimes  have  services,  conducted  by  laymen ;  that 
there  are  many  members  of  said  churches  of  undoubted 
loyalty,  who  strongly  suspect  most,  if  not  all,  the  church 
officers,  who  yet  remain  in  this  city  and  have  not  departed 
for  the  Confederacy  and  elsewhere,  of  strong  sympathies  for 
the  rebellion,  which  has  produced  so  much  terrible  suffering 
and  devastation  throughout  otir  land;  that  these  loyal 
Presbyterians  do  not  feel  at  home  among  these  churches, 
and  have  often  been  insulted  for  their  loyalty;  that  these 
loyal  people  are  anxious  to  open  these  churches  to  minis- 
ters of  approved  loyalty;  that  applications  have  been  made 
to  some  of  the  disloyal  and  unworthy  officers  now  connected 
with  said  churches  by  loyal  ministers  of  the  PresbytiTian 
Church  to  allow  them  to  officiate  in  their  churches,  and  have 
been  refused. 

Your  Committee  further  report  that  these  churches^ 
since  their  organization,  have  been  connected  with  and  rep- 
resented in  the  General  Assembly  named  iu  their  respec- 
tive charters,  until  just  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
said  rebellion,  when,  without  the  consent  or  authority 
of  said  Assembly,  they  dissevered  themselves  thpr(;from  by 
illegal  and  unauthorized  proceedings  on  their  part;  that 
the  said  "General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  o( 
the  United  States  of  America,"  as  the  highest  judicatory  ol 
said  Church,  uuder  the  5th  article  of  chapter  12  of  the 
Form  of  Government  of  said  Church,  has  the  power  "  of  re- 
proving, warning,  or  bearing  testimony  against  error  in 
doctrine  or  immorality  in  practice  in  any  church,  presby- 
tery, or  synod  ;  of  superintending  the  concerns  of  the  whole 
Church,"  Ac,  of  which  powers,  your  Committee  believe,  they 
have  never  been  deprived  by  any  action  of  said  churche-s, 
and  are  amply  sufficient  to  enable  thes^iid  .\S8eml)ly,at  the 
proper  time  and  through  tho  proper  representation,  to  de.il 
with  the  recusant  members  of  their  body  and  correct  the 
evils  which  have  existed,  and  at  present  exist,  but  that  it 
is  necessary  for  somo  other  authority  to  take  present  ac- 
tion with  strong  hand  in  aid  of  loyalty,  so  that  the  nece.'j- 
sary  proceedings  may  be  initiated  by  which  said  Assembly 
may  obtain  such  information  iis  will  enable  it  to  act  upon 
the  powers  inherent  therein,  a  portion  of  which  are  above 
spci'ified. 

Your  Committee  would  aHo  refer  to  the  annexed  ord>-r  o( 
the  War  Department  in  relation  to  tho  action  of  lli-  mhIi- 
tary  officers  of  thin  and  other  departuionta  c'ouceiiiiuj(  itie 


APPENDIX. 


545 


ehnrches  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  whicb  is  be- 
lieved by  your  Committee  will  iinthnrizi'  thorn  to  accom- 
jjliali  the  result  herein  proposeti,  to  wit:  the  immediate  oc- 
cupation of  these  churclies  bj»tho  persons  specified  iu  said 
order,  or  any  others  duly  authorized  by  said  General  As- 
sembly, through  whom  these  churches  may  be  re-organized 
by  loyal  officers,  members,  and  congregations,  and  thus 
bring  about  that  consummation  so  devoutly  to  be  wished, 
viz:  a  resumption  of  the  proper  and  legitimate  authority  of 
said  deuouiinalion,  and  thereby  work  a  wholesome  influ- 
ence iu  favor  of  the  noblest  Government  ever  devised  by 
niau 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ROBERT  II.  SHANNON, 
CHARLES  STRONG, 
Nbiv  Orleans,  August  7, 186-1.  Committee. 

War  Department, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washi.ngton,  March  10, 1864. 
To  the  Generals  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the 


Mississippi  and  the  Departments  of  the  Gulf,  of  the  South, 
and  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  all  Generals  and 
officers  commanding  armies,  detachments,  and  posts,  and 
all  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  above 
mentioned  Departments.  The  Board  of  Domestic  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  Presbyterian  Com- 
mittee of  Home  Missions,  enjoy  the  entire  confidence  of  thia 
Department,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  all  miuistera 
who  may  be  appointed  by  them  will  bo  entirely  loyal. 

You  are  expected  to  permit  such  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
bearing  a  commission  of  the  -'Board  of  Domestic  Missions, 
or  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Committee  of  Home  Missions"  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  who  may  convince  you  that  their 
commissions  are  genuine,  to  exercise  the  functions  of  tlieir 
office  within  your  command,  and  to  give  tliem  all  the  aid, 
countenance  and  support  which  may  bo  practicable,  and  in 
your  judgment  proper,  in  the  execution  of  their  important 
mission. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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WHERE  NOW   ARE. 


First  Presbyterian  Church, 
oiiposite  Latayette  Square. 


Sec'd  Presbyterian  Chnrch, 
corner  of  Calliope  and 
Prytauia. 

Third  Presbyterian  Chnrch, 
Royal  street,  opposite 
Washington  Square 


Fourth  Presbyterian  Church 
on  Gasquet  street 


Prytania  St.  Chnrch,  corner 
of  Prytania  and  Jose- 
phine   


B.  M.  Palmer 

SanraelJones,  Jr. 


J.  K.Collins 

W.  II.  Thomas 

E.  II.  Wheeler 

J.  A.  Mabin 

E.  S.  Keep 

Dr.  W.  Richardson 

Wm.  Black 

W.P.Campbell 

John  T.  Hardy 

Wm.  A.  Bartlett 

Alfred  Ilennen 

This  church  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  military 
authorities,and  no  names 
could  be  obtained. 


Henry  Smith 

W.  C.  Raymond. 
J.  T.  Warner  .... 
Geo.  lleatiou 


W.  C.  Raymond 

Frederick  Stringer.. 


G.  L.  Moore 
J.  R.  Young 


Alex.  McVicker 

James  Causley 

George  Waterman  , 

Wm.  Wilson , 

John  Hayes , 


Isaac  Henderson. 


F.  Wing,  President , 

A.  B.  Griswold,  Secretary.. 
,   Lewis  Elkin 


Samuel  E.  Moore  .. 

S.  B.  Newman 

D.  Iladden  

Elijah  Peale 

Moses  Greenwood. 


Pastor.., 
Trustee . 


do 

do 

do 

R.  Elder. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Pastor.... 
Trustee .. 

do 

, do 


Elder . 
do.. 


Pastor.. 


Trustee  & 
Elder. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Pastor.. 


Trustee . 

do.... 

do.... 


do.. 

Elder 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 


No.. 
Y'es  . 


Yes., 
Yes., 
Yes., 
Yes., 
Yes., 
No... 
No ... 
No... 
No... 
No... 
No... 


No... 
Yes., 

Yes.. 
Neut. 
Oath. 

Yes., 
No... 

No  ... 

Y'es  ., 

Yes., 
Yes., 
Yes  ., 
Yes., 


Tn  the  Confederacy, 
New  Orleans 

New  Orleans 

New  Orleans 

New  Orleans 

New  Orleans. 

New  Orleans 

In  the  Confederacy, 
In  the  Confederacy 

England... 

In  the  Confederacy, 
In  the  Confederacy. 
In  the  Confederacy, 


In  the  Confederacy. 

New  Orleans 

New  Orleans. 
New  Orleans 


New  Orleans 

In  the  Confederacy. 

In  the  Confederacy., 

New  Orleans. 

New  Orleans. 
New  Orleans. 
New  Orleans. 
New  Orleans. 


Yes., 

No... 
Yes., 
No... 

Yes. 

Yes. 
No... 
Yes  . 
Y'es  . 


Gone   North    some 

weeks  since. 
In  the  Confederacy. 

New  Orleans 

Said  to  be  in  Paris... 


New  Orleans 

New  Orleans 

In  the  Confederacy. 
New  Y'ork. 
New  York. 


Has  resigned — resig- 
nation    not     yet 
accepted. 
Secessionist. 
do. 
do. 

Secessionist. 


By  permission  of  Gen. 
Butler. 


This  chnrch  belongs 
to  J.  W.  Stanton, 
formerly  of  this 
city,  now  iu  Con- 
necticut. 


Secessionist 
Secessionist. 
Secessionist. 


Supposed       to      b« 
preaching  in  Mobile. 


Could  not  obtain  any 
information  about 
him. 

It  is  supposed  will 
not  return. 

Secessionist. 
Runaway      English- 
man. 
Secessionist. 
Rebel  Sympathizer. 


CHURCHES    IN    EA.ST   TENNESSEE. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1S64,  a  meeting  of  the  Union 
Presbytery  was  held  in  Knox  county,  attended  by  three 
ministers  and  the  lay  representatives  of  twelve  congrega- 
tions, and  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  dissolve  their 
conuectiou  witii  the  "  United  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian 
Chnrrli,"  a  pro-.slavery  denomination  which  originated,  in 
1857,  byseression  from  the  New  School  Presbyterians,  and 
to  reconnect  tljomselvea  with  the  New  School  Presbvto- 
35 


rian  General  Assembly.  This  Presbytery  embraces  about 
30 churches  with 2.-100  communicants,  of  which  20  are  in 
thecounties  of  Blount,  Knox,  and  Jefferson.  The  majority 
of  the  ministers  of  the  Presbytery  had,  in  1857,  effected  an 
ecclesiastical  secession  without  consulting  the  congresi;a- 
tioiis, and  all  of  them  who  had  advocated  church  sece-ision, 
with  but  one  e.xception,  plunged  into  rebellion.  In  May, 
1863,  the  disloyal  majority,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Presbytery, 
passed  a  resolution,  neither  to  license,  nor  to  ordain,  nor  to 
receive  from  another  Presbvterv.  any  man  not  syrunatJu/.- 
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ing  with  the  rebel  Confederacy,  or  opposed  to  slaveholding. 
Therr;  were  then  only  four  Union  and  loyal  ministers  be- 
l'>nging  to  the  Presbytery,  all  of  whom  were  absent  from 
the  meeting,  and  two  of  whom  soon  after  died.  The  two 
others,  together  with  one  who  has  recanted  his  rebel  sen- 
timents, were  the  ministers  present  at  this  year's  meeting 
of  the  Presliytery.  Two  new  clerical  members  were  added 
to  the  Presbytery,  one  by  ordination,  and  the  other  on 
letter  of  dismission  from  a  Congregational  Association  in 
Michigan. 

At  a  convention  of  loyal  ministers  and  laymen  of  the 
Holstun  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  held  at  Knoxville  on  August  17,  186+,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  loyal  members  of  the  Conference 
have  a  just  elaim  to  all  the  church  property;  that  they 
really  constitute  theSout'iern  Methodist  Church  within  the 
bounds  of  the  llolston  Conference ;  that  they  propose,  at 
the  earliest  d.iy  practicable,  to  transfer  the  same  to  the 
Methodist  Ejjiscopal  Church  in  the  United  States;  and  that 
the  ministers  be  instructed  to  propose  to  their  congrega- 
tions to  go  en  musu  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  United  States.  There  are  in  the  bounds  of  the  llolston 
Conference  one  hundred  and  twenty  preachers  known  to  be 
loyal,  and  forty  others  supposed  to  be  true  to  the  Union: 
and  it  is  thought,  therefore,  that  the  work  of  reconstruction 
will  be  easily  accomplished. 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterians  of  the  rebellious  States, 
though  very  numerous,  have  never  succeeded  in  efTecting  a 
separate  church  organization.  The  delegates  from  East 
Tennessee,  at  the  General  Assembly  of  the  present  year, 
voted  with  the  majority  for  resolutions  demanding  the 
cessation  of  slavery  in  both  Church  and  State. 

•WESLEYAN  METHODIST. 

OENER.VL  CONFERENCE,l)F  THE  WESLEYA.N    METHO- 
DIST CONNECTION,   1864. 

June  1 — The  body  met  at  Adrian,  Michigan. 

June   4 — The   Report  of  the    Committee   on 

the  State  of  the  Country,  Revs.  W.  II.  Brevcs- 

ter  and  A.  Crooks,  and   E.    Starbuck,  layman, 

was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Meeting  as  we  do,  a  national  body,  at  a  time  when  a  civil 
w.ir  of  unequalled  magnitude,  and  fraught  with  conse- 
quences, notoidy  to  this  nation,  but  the  world,  without  a 
parallel,  is  raging;  when  the  telegraphic  wires  stretching 
tlirough  this  vast  republic  seem  so  many  nerves  of  sensa- 
tion unitingus  with  tlio  fields  of  conflict  where  the  na- 
tion's life  seems  to  depend  upon  success,  or  defeat,  we 
should  be  justly  chargeii  with  indifference — with  want  of 
patriotism,  did  we  give  no  expression  ol  views  and  feelings 
upon  the  subject. 

We  desire  humbly  and  gratefully  to  confess  that,  as  a 
nation,  \n>  iMii  \n  the  hands  of  a  merciful  and  ju.^t  God, 
who  is  dealing  with  us  in  the  way  of  judgment  for  our 
Bins,  tempfnd  with  mercy,  extorting  from  the  nation  f!ie 
confession,  "How  unsearcliable  are  his  judgments  and  Lis 
ways  past  finding  out." 

He  who  does  not  see  that  God  is  dealing  with  this  nation, 
is  blind  indeed.  So  striking  are  the  evidences  of  the  Di- 
vine hand — so  has  God  coiulucted  us  and  overrulud  tlie 
plans  and  purposes  of  men,  bringing  about  results  we  all 
desired  but  which  we  shouldhave  failed  to  achieve  had  our 
w  shed  for  success  in  tlio  earlier  struggles  been  realized, 
that  in  our  reverses,  not  less  tlian  in  our  victories,  we  re- 
cognize the  unsearchable  wi-idom,  justice  and  goodness  of 
Cod.  His  justice  afllicfs  us,  that  wo  may  binnblo ourselves 
and  reijent  of  our  sins,  a-id  bo  willing  to  surrender  the 
liateful  cause  of  this  rebellion,  while  his  mercy  spares  ns, 
that  we  may  yet  bo  a  people  to  his  praise. 

We  rejoice,  that  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  Presiilent 
— in  spite  of  political  parties — in  spite  of  the  influence  of 
the  border  Sl^Ues,  the  war  has  become  a  war  for  freedom  on 
tlie  one  hand,  and  for  the  establishment  of  slavery  on 
the  other;  and  before  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  before 
God  we  are  obliged  to  accept  this  issue.  We  bow  with 
adoring  wonder  before  the  sublii.iity  and  grandeur  of  the 
onward  sweep  of  Divine  Providence  in  the  events  now 
transpiring  among  us. 

Wo  recognize  with  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  the  re- 
markable change  of  national  sentiment  ui)on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  and  the  rights  of  colored  persons.  '"It  is  the 
Lord's  doings  and  marvelous  in  our  eyes,"  and  one  of  those 
results  reconciling  us  to  the  Siicrificesof  life,  and  the  other 
evils  incident  to  this  war.  Every  blow  struck  by  the  Union 
army,  is  a  blow  for  liberty,  every  victory  over  the  rebels, 
is  a  victory  in  behalf  of  liberty;  and  the  advance  of  our 
iirniy,  is  the  onward  march  of  freeilom  into  tlie  heart  of 
dispotism.  and  our  success  is  a  triumph  in  behalf  of  liberty 
fur  all  races  of  men. 

Jiesoloed, — That  the  war  being  a  judgment  of  God  upou 


the  nation  for  national  sins,  pride,  infidelity,  and  oppres- 

sion,  the  only  way  to  permanent  peace  aud  prosperity,  is 
through  nationil  repentance. 

Rcaalved, — That  we  accept  fivil  war  in  the  course  of  Di- 
vine Providence  as  a  result  of  national  crimes,  while  its 
horrors  of  bloodshed  and  savage  cruelty  have  deepened  our 
purpose  to  labor  and  pray  for  that  period  when  the  nations 
of  tlie  eartli  shall  learn  war  no  more. 

Resolved, — That  in  the  spirit  of  patriots  and  christians, 
we  affirm  for  ourselves  and  our  churches,  our  U7}qualified 
loyalty  to  the  Government,  and  our  readiness  to  endure 
and  m  ike  all  the  sacrifices  necessary  to  the  overthrow  of 
the  rebellion,  and  the  destruction  of  slavery,  its  guilty 
cause. 

W.  H.  BREWSTER, 
ADAM  CROOKS, 
EDWARD  STARBUCK, 

Conimittet, 

Rev.  J.  Watson,  voting  against,  in  brief  re- 
marks stated  that  he  was  opposed  to  war  at  any 
time. 

June  7— The  Report  of  the  Committee  to 
draft  an  address  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States — Revs.  W.  H.  Brewster,  Henry  Norton, 
and  W.  W.  Lyie,  and  Joseph  Parrish,  andC.  G. 
Case,  laymen — was  adopted  as  follows  : 

Adrian  College,  Adrian,  Mich.,  June  6, 1864. 
To  nis  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  tlie  Vhif 

ted  Slates  : 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Con- 
nection of  America,  convened  at  Adrian,  Michigan,  in  its 
Qu.idrennial  Assembly  deems  it  fit  and  proper  in  its  asso- 
ciated capacity,  to  extend  to  you  its  christian  greeting. 

And  first  of  all,  as  an  assembly  of  christian  ministers  and 
laymen,  we  desire  to  say  to  you  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  Nation,  "jl/a;/  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  from  God  our 
Father,  and  from  the  lAjrd  Jesus  Christ  rest  upon  you."  In 
common  with  all  tiie  truly  lo5'al  of  our  citizens  we  have 
felt  the  deepest  interest  in  the  great  struggle  now  going  on 
to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  nation,  and  to  protect  and 
perpetuate  those  institutions  of  freedom  so  dear  to  every 
American  heart,  and  which  have  been  threatened  by  the 
wicked  rebellion  which  now  rages.  And  we  have  not  ceased 
to  pray  that  God,  in  hisadorable  Providence,  would  uotouly 
incline  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  true  repentance  on  ac- 
count of  our  national  sins,  and  especially  of  the  great  sin 
of  the  nation,  human  bondage;  but  that  He  would  gra- 
ciously vouchsafe  to  our  army  aud  navy  such  victories  over 
••irmed  traitors  as  that  this  most  wicked  and  causeless  of 
rKbellions  might  be  speedily  crushed,  and  the  nation  be  re- 
stored to  peace  and  tranquillity.  Aside  from  the  general 
principles  of  loyalty  and  geuuiue  patriotism,  there  are  very 
^pecial  reasons  wh}' we,  as  a  connection  of  christian  churches, 
should  be  more  than  ordinarily  interested  in  our  country's 
severe  struggle  for  the  maintenance  of  righteous  govern- 
ment. 

Taking  as  one  of  the  cardinal  truths  of  Christianity,  that 
God  halii  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  that  dwell 
ou  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  being  convinced  that  it  was  a 
duty  we  owed  to  God  and  humanity  to  protest  by  word  and 
deed  against  the  fearful  crime  of  American  slavery,  which 
w.is  sanctioned  and  protected  by  the  leading  christian  de- 
nominations of  the  land! 

The  denomination  which  we  represent,  and  which  is 
known  as  the  '•  Wesleyan  Methodist  Connection  of  Ameri- 
ca," organized  twenty-tme  years  ago.  Holding  with  a  firm 
grasp  the  doctrines  of  grace  taught  by  the  Methodist  Epis- 
c  pal  Church,  from  which  we  seceded  on  account  of  her 
then  noturiously  pro-slavery  jirinciples  and  practice.  We 
diflered  from  the  church  of  our  early  choice  only  on  matters 
of  ec<  lesi;istical  polity,  and  the  great  distinctive  principle 
of  holding  no  fellowship  with  the  slaveholder,  his  aider,  or 
apologist. 

During  these  twentj'-one  years  no  slaveholder,  nor  sym- 
pathizer with  slavery,  has  ever  been  received  into  the  mem- 
b>-rship  of  our  churches,  and  since  this  wicked  rebellion  has 
raged,  a  single  disloyal  Wesleyan  Methodist  has  been  un- 
known throughout  our  entire  connection. 

We  have  watched  with  anxious  solicitude  and  prayerful 
interest  the  course  which  you,  as  the  Chief  Executive  of 
the  nation,  have  pursued  in  these  days  of  commotion  and 
bloodshed.  And  realizing  the  unspeakable  importance  of 
the  issues  at  stake,  and  the  difficulties  by  which  your  ad- 
ministration has  been  surrounded,  and  the  conflicting  el(»- 
ments  that  have  conspired  to  trammel  or  thw.irt  some  of 
the  most  obviously  correct,  and,  as  the  results  show,  the 
wisest  and  most  successful  measures  jou  have  from  time  to 
time  adopted  to  crush  the  rebellion;  we  have  not  withlield 
from  you  our  heartfelt  sympathy,  nor  ceased  to  pruy  that 
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God  would  voncnsafe  to  you  tho  guidance  of  Divine  wis- 
dom, the  trracious  c;ire  of  llis  Almit,hty  arm,  and  the  com- 
forts of  Ili-i  grace.  « 

We  would  not  conceal  the  fact  that  we  have  not  been  al- 
ways fice  from  anxiety,  and  even  fear  rcKarding  some  of 
the  uieMSures  adopted  l)y  your  administration  ;  neither  can 
we  rofruin  from  frankiy  stating  that  we  have  offen  lelt 
grieved  and  disappointed  at  the  apparent  reluctance  exhilj- 
ited  in  adopting  such  measures  as  would  ere  now  have 
struck  a  fatal  blow  at  the  very  heart  of  the  rebellion.  We 
LLdicve  that  righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  not 
only  the  reproach  of  any  people,  but  must,  sooner  or  later, 
result  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  Divine  blessing.  The  cry- 
ing sin  of  slavery  has  been  at  once  our  national  reproach 
and  the  cause  of  our  national  troubles ;  and,  aside  entirely 
from  any  political  or  military  necessity,  it  ought  to  have 
been  destroyed  as  a  moral  duty,  and  as  one  of  the  evidences 
of  a  genuine  national  repentance,  without  which  we  have 
no  claims  on  the  Divine  mercy.  We  would  by  no  means 
forget  or  ignore  the  advanced,  and  we  would  add,  noble  po- 
sition you  occupy  on  this  all  important  question,  though  we 
thus  spoak. 

We  tiiank  you  for  your  edict  of  emancipation.  We  thank 
you  ill  the  namcof  that  God  who  has  revealed  himself  as  tho 
friend,  and  protector,  and  avenger  of  the  poor  and  needy. 
We  tliauk  you  in  the  name  of  the  millions  oithe  oppressed  of 
our  land.  We  thank  youinthe  name  of  universal  humanity, 
and  Wl'  only  regret  that  that  document,  noble  as  it  is,  is  too 
partia' and  discriminating  in  fivor  of  those  States,  and  parts  of 
States  not  in  open  rebellion,  but  whose  treason  againstUod's 
moral  govcrninent  only  the  more  clearly  shows  that  their 
treasonable  proclivities  are  but  scarcely  conceal'  d;  and  their 
protestations  of  loyalty  are  but  for  the  basest  and  must 
seltish  of  purposes. 

That  you.  Sir,  may  be  guided  by  more  than  humin  wis- 
dom in  your  onerous  and  responsible  position,  and  that 
every  si)iritual  and  temporal  blessing  may  be  yours,  that 
our  nol  Ic  S(, Idlers  and  sailors,  so  heroically  and  nobly  fight- 
ing the  i'attles  of  liberty  may  be  abundantly  successful, and 
tliat  that  d.iy  may  speedily  dawn  when  the  bow  of  peace 
ehall  again  be  seen  in  our  heavens,  and  we  be  a  uniteil  and 
happy  people,  with  the  dear  old  flag  waving  over  a  re- 
deemed and  regenerated  nation,  is  our  earnest  and  duvout 
prayer. 

With  feelings  of  the  highest  esteem  and  regard,  tendered 
you  by  this  Conference,  the  undersigned  are  authorized  in 
Its  behalf  to  sign  and  forward  to  you  thisepi-stle. 

KespectluUy,  &c.,  LUXIIER  EEE,  President. 

John  McKldowney,  Secretary. 

Same  day — The  report  of  tbe  committee  to 
draft  all  Address  to  tiJeCburcbes — LulhcrLee, 
D.  D.,  lievs.  W.  W.  Cnme  and  W.  Q.  McFar- 
land — was  adopted,  as  folio  as  : 

To  the  members  of  tho  Wesleyan  Methodi-t  Connection 
of  America,  the  Ueneral  Conference  in  session  at  Adrian, 
Micliit;;in,  June,  lS6-l,sendeth  greeting:  Grace  and  peace 
be  multiplied  unto  you,  through  the  knowledge  of  God  the 
Father,  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  comfort  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  ansure 
you  that  oar  coming  together  lias  been  in  p-^ace,  and  that 
we  have  been  much  refreshed  in  meeting  once  more  as 
your  representatives,  to  take  each  other  by  the  Iiand  of 
christian  fellowship,  and  to  lo..k  .upon  each  others'  faces 
once  more  in  the  tlesh,  many  of  us  having  long  been  en- 
deared to  each  other,  in  common  with  you,  by  c  mmon 
labors,  sacrifices,  and  sutl'erings  in  the  cause  of  God  and 
humanity. 

The  times  are  portentous,  and  wrath  has  fallen  upon  our 
beloved  cuuntr3',  tearful  in  extent,  though  it  be  less  than 
our  national  sins  deserve. 

The  learful  evil  of  slavery,  which  our  nation  so  long 
cherished  in  its  bosom,  has  at  last  stung  it  like  a  viper,  and 
convulsed  our  whole  commonwealth.  This  evil  has  cul- 
minated in  rebellion  and  war,  wliich  has  filled  our  land 
with  weeping  and  sorrow  for  the  thousands  slain.  But 
emid  the  evils  that  oppress  us,  otir  confidence  remains 
unshaken  in  the  Providence  of  God,  as  all-wise,  graciou-*, 
and  elticient;  and  we  exhort  you  all  to  maintain  the  same 
confidence,  as  we  trust  you  have  done,  and  will  continue  to 
do.  It  is  no  doubt  a  consolation  to  you,  as  it  is  to  us,  to 
know  that  we  foresaw  these  evils  as  the  probable  retribution 
fur  the  natiunal  sin  of  slavery,  and  faithluUy  warned  our 
fellow-<itizens  of  the  same,  and  did  what  we  could  to  re- 
move the  evil  and  avert  the  gathering  storm;  but  our 
words  were  not  heeded,  only  so  far  as  to  be  requited  with 
opposi  ion,  slander,  hatred,  and  persecution;  yet  all  wo 
suffered  is  now  more  than  compensated  in  knowing  that 
We  did  our  duty  in  the  premises:  that  as  a  denomination 
We  never  had  a  slaveholder  in  our  communion,  and  never 
d..-;:raced  the  religion  we  profess  by  giving  its  sanction  in 
auy  loroi  or  degree  to  the  crime  of  h&muu  bondage,  and 


never  opposed  those  who  opposed  slavery.  It  gives  tifl 
great  satisfaction  to  know  that  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
pro-slavery  rebellion,  the  position  we  had  occupied  for 
twenty  years  is  the  one  the  government  and  the  nation  has 
been  compelled  to  assume,  so  that  when  they  wheeled  to 
face  the  foe  we  found  ourselves  already  in  line,  without 
having  to  right  about  face. 

We  exhort  you,  brethren,  still  to  adhere  to  the  great 
principles  of  freedom  and  human  right  that  gave  us  exist- 
ence as  a  religious  organization,  and  to  remain  tr'*;  to  your 
God  and  your  country ;  and  be  sure  to  maintain,  i.ostant 
and  earnest  prayer  to  God  that  lie  will  render  the  war  the 
instrument  of  the  entire  removal  of  slavery,  and  give  it  a 
speedy  termination  in  the  triumph  of  the  authority  of  the 
government  over  rebellion,  and  in  the  return  of  peace  and 
prosperity  to  our  suffering  country.  We  have  great  con- 
fidence in  God,  that  he  will  in  his  Providence  make  an  end 
of  slavery  by  the  means  of  the  war,  and  bring  our  nation 
through  the  dreadful  trial,  purified  and  redeemed  from  the 
reign  of  oppression. 

The  war  has  very  materially  impeded  our  religious  pro- 
gress, it  having  made  large  drafts  upon  our  membership, 
and  even  taken  numbers  of  our  ministers  for  the  defence 
of  our  common  country  against  the  most  wicked  rebellion 
and  war  that  ever  disgraced  humanity.  The  excitement 
which  has  pervaded  the  public  mind  has  also  diverteil  at- 
tention from  the  sulijoct  of  religion,  and  tended  to  render 
the  moral  power  of  the  ministry  and  churches  unavailing 
for  the  jiromotion  of  revivals ;  yet  we  have  reason  to  thank 
God  and  take  courage  in  view  of  the  progress  that  has  been 
made.  We  have  been  favored  with  many  gracious  revi- 
vals, which  have  resulted  in  tho  enlargement  of  some  of 
the  churches  and  in  the  organization  of  new  ones,  and  in 
tho  erection  of  new  houses  of  worship.  Our  progress,  if  not 
rapid,  has  been  steadily  onward,  and  we  liave  been  strength- 
ened in  all  the  elements  that  give  etficiency  to  our  connec- 
tion; and  we  are  most  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  since 
our  last  quadrennial  gathering,  we  have  been  blessed  with 
greater  internal  peace  and  harmony  than  has  marked  any 
former  period  of  our  history.  We  cannot  forbear  to  con- 
gratulate you  in  regard  to  two  achievements  of  the  last 

four  years. 

,5*  *  *  *  *  *  • 

5.  The  missionary  cause  is  tho  last  object  wo  will  name 
as  presenting  special  claims  to  your  benevolence.  This  is 
very  important  in  our  circamstances,  as  we  have  many  fee- 
ble churches,  who  must  receive  help  from  stronger 
churches,  or  soon  be  erased  from  our  records. 

This  aid  can  be  most  effectually  rendered  through  a 
Well  devised  home  missionary  system,  into  which  we  ex- 
hort all  the  churches  to  enter  with  zeal  and  large  benevo- 
lence. 

There  is  yetanotherfieldof  missionary  enterprise,  calling 
loudly  for  our  most  enlarged  christian  benevolence.  It  is 
the  freedmen  of  the  southern  States.  These  victims  of  op- 
pression are  now  being  thrown  upon  their  own  resources 
by  the  convulsions  of  the  war,  and  demand  aid,  which  they 
must  have  or  suffer,  if  not  p«rish.  Voluntary  emancipation 
upon  the  soil  by  slaveholders,  would  have  been  attended 
by  far  less  evil  consequences,  as  then  tho  resources  of  the 
country  Would  not  have  been  imp  ired,  and  they  woidd 
have  found  employment  in  the  fields  of  their  former  bond- 
age. Dut  the  war  has  desolated  the  country,  consumed  its 
supplies  of  food  andelotliing,  while  the  slaves  have  broken 
away  and  rushed  by  thousands  to  our  lines  for  protection, 
in  the  most  destitute  and  pitiable  condition.  We  may  sup- 
pose that  Government  is  now  doing  what  it  can  to  elevate 
their  condition,  but  that  is  not  sulficient  to  meet  their  cir- 
cmnstances;  they  need  not  only  food  and  clothing,  but 
advice,  instruction,  schools,  and  the  gospel  in  its  purity, 
wh  ch  they  have  never  had.  It  will  require  years  of  be- 
nevulent  etfortto  elevate  this  degraded  people,  after  so  many 
generations  of  dark  bondage,  and  it  is  a  work  which  must 
be  done,  not  by  Government  but  by  religious  coinniuuities, 
and  while  others  enter  into  it  with  zeal,  let  us  not  bo  found 
wanting. 

And  now,  brethren,  remember  that  we  have  a  great  work 
to  do,  and  that  time  is  short.  Years  rush  along,  and  h.isten 
us  all  onward  to  our  final  account.  Up,  then,  and  be  at 
the  api  ropriate  work  ol  life,  which  is  not  to  hoard  up  a 
little  of  this  world  for  others  to  quarrel  over  when  we  are 
gone,  but  to  do  good,  to  bless  mankind,  to  spread  the  gos- 
pel of  salvation,  to  glorify  God  here  in  our  bodies  and  our 
spirits,  which  are  his,  and  to  win  a  throne  and  a  crown  of 
glory  in  immortality.  Remember  that  it  is  in  this  life  that 
eternal  destinies  are  settled  ;  it  is  on  the  moral  battle-fields 
of  earth  th:it  immortal  crowns,  and  thorns,  and  kingdoms 
are  won.  The  day  of  judgment  will  declare  our  destiny, 
and  mete  out  our  reward ;  but  here  amid  the  activities  of 
life,  we  determine  for  ourselves  what  they  shall  be.  May 
the  God  of  all  truth  and  grace  administer  unto  you  abun- 
dantly the  aid  and  consolation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  fill 
you  with  zeal,  and  love,  aud  power  to  do  llis  will,  and  muka 
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you  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  whom,  with  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  bo  ascribed  everlasting  praises.    Ameu. 
LUTHER  LEE 
\VM.  W.  CRAXE, 
M.  Q.  McFARLAND. 

Covimittee, 

The  Wesleyan  Church  has  always  been  pnti- 
elavevy,  in  its  organic  law.  At  iis  Quadrennial 
Convention  of  18G0,  an  address  to  the  churches 
was  adopted,  in  which  this  language  is  used 
concerning  their  "  testimonies:" 

Slavery,  that  great  crime  against  humanity  and  sin 
against  God,  has  always  been,  and  is  universally  prohibited. 
All  slave-buying  and  ;<lavc-holding.  all  apology  for  either, 
and  all  political  support  of  slavery,  are  made  criminal 
ofleuces. 

In  the  Report  on  Reforms,  then  made  by  Revs. 
D.  Worth  and  H.  Norton,  and  M.  Merrick,  lay- 
man, this  language  is  used: 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  regards  slavery 
with  the  most  inexpressible  loathing  and  detestation.  We 
regard  it  iis  a  system  of  unparalleled  wickedness  and  in- 
famy, whose  component  parts  are  thett,  adultery,  piracy, 
man-stealing  and  murder ;  and  whose  atrocious  character 
was  well  defined  by  the  great  and  good  John  Vi'esley,  when 
he  pronounced  American  slavery  us  the  vilest  that  ever 
saw  the  sun.  We  believ"  that  its  utter  extinction  should 
bo  sought  by  every  friend  of  God  and  humanity,  by  all  the 
means  which  God  has  liut  in  our  power,  civil,  political  and 
reli^ous — by  "  pen  and  tongue,  by  vote  and  prayer"' — and 
all  those  parties  or  organizations,  i)olitical  or  religious, 
whose  motto  is  not  the  immediate  death  of  this  terrific 
cur.-e  and  dishonor,  are  unworthy  of  the  fellowship  or  sup- 
port of  the  true  disciples  of  Christ. 

Jiesnhcd,  2.  That  immediate  emancipation  is  the  right  of 
the  slave  and  tho  duty  of  the  master ;  and  that  wo  are  not 
at  liberty  to  demand,  or  receive  less  than  this  full  mestsure 
of  justice  and  restitvition ;  and  to  the  accomplishment  of 
tliis  purpose  we  bend  all  our  effort.s,  and  we  cannot  turn 
iside  from  our  holy  purpose  at  the  suggestions  of  a  worldly 
policy,  which  would  mingle  sordid  expediency  with  the 
pure  and  noble  counsels  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We 
:annot  act  upon  the  pulioy  of  choosing  the  least  of  two 
"Vila;  but  we  must  treat  all  such  suggestions  of  a  compro- 
mising policy,  as  tho  offspring  of  that  wisdom  which  is 
•arthly,  sensual,  devilish. 


UNITAKIAN. 

Additional  to  the  memoranda  given  on  page 
504,  respecting  the  Unitarian  Cburch,  are  the 
resolutions  passel  at  a  Convention  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Church,  helu  .it  Springfiel  i,  Massachu- 
setts, October  14,  18G3: 

Rev.  Dr.  Uill,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  now  moved  a  series  of 
patriotic  resolutions: 

Wlicreas,  individuals  and  ecclesiastical  bodies  have,  at 
different  times  and  in  different  places,  published  opinions 
on  the  duties  of  religious  men,  that  have  served  to  awaken 
doubts  in  tho  minds  of  tho  conscientious  and  weaken  the 
hands  of  tho  Government ;   therefore — 

liesohcd,  By  members  of  the  Unitarian  Ixidy  assembled 
in  convention  in  Springfield,  Ma.ssachusetts,  that  we  tender 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  our  sympathy  and  our 
prayers  in  this  great  day  of  the  country's  peril  and  liis 
responsibility  ;  that  while  as  christianB  we  arc  peacemakers, 
and  labor  for  tho  .-spread  of  peace,  wo  cheerfully  offer  our 
own  lile,  and  that  of  our  children  for  the  perilled  life  of  tho 
nation;  that,  while  we  owe  allegi mce  to  the  constituted 
authorities  at  all  times,  we  hold  it  now,  when  treason  and 
rebellion  are  abroad,  an  especial  duty,  both  by  word  and 
act,  to  express  it,  and  that  while  the  privilege  of  individual 
freedom  is  vouchsafed  to  all,  irrespective  of  color,  as  a  reli- 
gious right  sanctioned  by  the  spirit  and  letter  ot  the  scrip- 
tures, we  cannot  nfrainlrom  the  expression  of  our  satisfac- 
tion at  the  proclamation  of  freedom  by  the  Chief  Magistrate 
to  millions  bow  in  bondage,  and  the  indidgence  of  the  hope 
that  the  tremendous  sc;-nes  tliio\igh  which  wo  are  passing 
will  result  in  tho  liberty  and  christian  progress  of  all. 

Rev.  Dr.  Farley,  of  Urooklyn,  New  York,  seconded  the 
resolutions  with  a  brief  b\it  forci')le;-peech.  He  thought  if 
ever  a  man  demanded,  and  needed,  and  deserved  tho  cordial 
co-operation,  and  sympathy,  and  prayers  of  a  people,  Abra- 
hutn  Lincoln  was  that  man. 

The  resolutions  were  unauimoubly  ailopted, and  the  Con- 
von'.ion  then  adjouiued. 


Religious  Duties  of  Masters  to  Serv- 
ants. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  from  recent 
secular  papers : 

The  Episcopal  Convention  of  South  Carolina  has  de- 
clared that  the  mp^rriage  relation  binds  slave  and  master 
equally ;  that  every  Christian  master  should  so  regulate 
tho  sale  or  disposal  of  a  married  slave  as  not  to  infringe  the 
Divine  injuucfion  forbidding  the  separation  of  husband  and 
wife;  that  where  an  involuntary  and  final  separation  of 
married  slaves  has  occurred  the  case  of  tho  sufferers  is  to 
b(^  distinguislied  from  any  human  agency  which  has  sepa- 
rated them.  The  master  is  responsible  to  God  for  disre- 
garding his  commands  ;  the  slaves  are  entitled  tosj-mpathy 
and  consideration  ;  that  in  such  cases  of  separation  where 
neither  party  is  at  fault,  and  where  separation  appears  to 
be  permanent  and  final,  the  refusal  to  allow  a  sect  ml  mar- 
riage would  often  pr  duce  much  evil  and  hardship,  and 
this  Convention,  in  giving  its  judgment  in  favor  of  such 
marriages,  would  do  so  in  the  qualified  language  applied  by 
the  Apostles  in  cases  of  self  restraint :  "If  they  cannot  con- 
tain, let  them  marry;  for  it  is  better  to  marry  than  to 
burn." 

The  Protestant  and  Catholic  clergy  of  the  Confederacy 
are  calling  attention  to  tho  duty  of  enforcing  the  sanctity 
of  the  marriage  relation  among  slaves.  The  Baptist  Con- 
vention of  Georgia  has  adopted  an  emphatic  resolution  up- 
on the  subject.  The  Southern  Churchman  quotes  various 
religious  authorities,  setting  forth  the  sinfulness  of  any 
neglect  by  masters  of  this  Christian  duty;  f.moug  them 
Bishop  Verot,  (Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Savannah,)  who 
says:  -Slavery,  to  become  a  permanent  institution  of  the 
bouth,  must  bo  made  to  conform  to  the  law  of  God ;  a 
Southern  Confederacy  will  never  thrive  unless  it  rests  upon 
morality  and  order;  the  Supreme  Arbiter  of  nations  will 
not  bless  with  stability  and  prosperity  a  state  of  things 
which  would  be  a  flagrant  violation  of  Ilis  holy  command- 
ments." 

In  this  connection,  this  paragraph  from  Dr. 
J  'Cob  Cooper'.s  Article  on  Slavery  in  the  Church 
Courts,  Danville  Review,  December,  1864,  p. 
521,  has  interest : 

In  Transylvania  Presbytery,  at  its  spring  meeting  In 
April,  IStd,  a  resolution  was  introduced  by  Rev  S.  B. 
(  heek,  to  memorialize  tho  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  a 
law  permitting  church  members  aud  others  who  had  a  con- 
science in  the  matter,  to  have  tho  niarriages  of  their  slaves 
legally  solemnized.  By  this  the  master  would  voluntarily 
submit  to  the  pecuniary  loss  incurred  by  making  it  iiiipos- 
sible  to  sell  either  one  of  a  mamed  couple  witliout  tho 
other.  This  resolution  contemplated  no  compulsory  action 
on  any,  save  those  who  felt  scandalized  that  Christian  mas- 
ters must,  by  existing  laws,  see  members  of  their  own 
househidds  and  churches  living  in  a  state  of  concubinage, 
and  who  chose  to  avail  Ihemsilves  of  its  provisions  to  put 
;iway  this  sin.  Though  it  was  introduced  in  the  most  Chris- 
tian spirit,  and  embraced  a  case  where  the  consciences  of 
believers  ought,  if  ever,  to  be  bound,  yet  this  resolution 
was  laid  on  tho  table,  nearly  every  member  of  Presbytery 
voting  against  it.  For  it  was  argjicd  by  an  eminent  man, 
himself  una  an  emancipationist,  that  though  the  m;itter 
presented  was  one  of  undoubted  grievance,  involving  a  sin 
which  ought  to  ha  purged  away,  yet,  to  prevent  agitation 
in  the  Church  at  such  a  time  of  intense  political  strife, 
there  nui.st  hf  no  intermeddling;  and  so,  with  a  few  wr.rds 
of  caution,  .spoken  in  a  whisper,  against  drawing  upon  the 
chuivh  the  suspicion  of  sharing  in  the  Abolition  crusade, 
this  paptr  w.-ui  secretly  buried  like  an  untimely  birth. 

Valuable  Records  from  the  Bureau  of 
Military  Justice. 
A3  illustrating  the  slave  system,  and  the 
action  of  the  Administration  in  the  enf  rcera'^nt 
of  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation,  as  well 
as  the  character  of  the  war  waged  agamst  the 
national  authority,  the  followin.r  original  rec- 
crds  from  the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice  poo- 
sess   historic  value : 

CASE    OF    nOBIillT    TAYLOU,    OF    TENNESSF.B. 
War  Departjien't,  AI'JUtast  General's  O.^'fice, 
Washixoto.n,  May  9,  lSt)4. 
[General  Court  Marti:il  Orders,  No.  SS  ] 

I. ..Before  a  Milit.iry  C.'mmission,  consisting  of  Captain 
C.  Thompson,  T.itli  M:rhigaii  Yilnnteers;  C.iptain  Ow.ii 
Grifiith,  'lid  Wisc.piisin  Vohnitc.r- :  (^lptail:  Jai'iis  Niilt, 
9th  ludiana  Volunteers;  Cajilain  D.  R.  May,  'iZd  Wisconsiu 
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Volunteers;  First  Lieutenant  Georc-eBanman.  2-Jd  Wiscon- 
sin Vuluntee/s;  .aad  wliich  convened  at  Mnrf'reesbori)', 
Tennessee,  September  l-t,  it-G3,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders, 
No.  8,  dated  Post  Headquarters,  Murlreesboro',  September 
9,  l5u3,  was  arraigned  and  tried — 
Eo.iert  Taylor,  a  citizen. 
CHAroL — '■  Mvirder." 

Specification—''  lu  this :  that  he,  the  said  Robert  Taylor, 
a  citizen  of  Coffee  county,  in  tlie  State  of  Tennessee,  did 
beat  a  nagro  woman  named 'Ketter,' in  such  manner  that 
she  died  from  the  effects  of  the  wounds  thus  inflicted. 
Tliis  on  or  about  the  31st  day  of  August,  1863,  at  or 
ne::r  the  residence  of  said  Robert  Taylor,  aliout  three  miles 
from  the  town  of  Hillsboro',  in  Cutl'ec  county,  Tennessee.'' 
To  which  charge  and  sp'jcification  the  accused,  Robert 
Taylor,  a  citizen,  pleaded  '-Nut  Guilty." 

I'INDIXG.  —  The  Commission  having  maturely  consid- 
ered the  evidence  adduced,  finds  the  accused,  Robert  Tay- 
lor, a  citizen,  as  follows : 

Of  tlie  Specification,  "Guilty." 

Of  the  Charge,  "Mot  Guilty  as  charged,  but '  Guilty  of 
manslaughter.' " 

Sentence. — And  the  Commission  does  therefore  sentence 
hira,  Robert  Taylor,  a  citizen,  "To  be  confined  in  the 
State  Penitentiary  for  the  period  of  five  years." 

II.  The  proceedings,  findings,  and  seutence  in  the  fore- 
going case  having  been  approved  by  the  Major  General 
conimacding  tiie  Department,  and  laid  before  the  President 
of  tlie  United  States,  the  following  are  his  orders : 

The  testimony  in  the  case,  as  found  in  the  record,  is  brief 
and  free  from  all  discrepancy  or  coutradiction.  The  pris- 
oner, it  seems,  alleged  that  an  amount  of  money  had  been 
Btolou  froQi  him — how  much  was  not  stated — but  tliere  was 
no  proiif  of  any  such  theft,  still  less  anything  tending  to 
connect  with-it  the  nnirderud  woman,  on  whom  his  suspi- 
cious fell.  Probably,  however,  from  apiirehen>ion  of  piin- 
isliment,  this  woman — whom  he  claimed  to  own — made  an 
attempt  to  run  away,  was  pursued  by  the  prisoner  and  his 
Ueighbors,  captured,  and  brought  bade.  Tlie  prisoner  then 
procured  a  rope,  and,  addressing  himself  to  the  bystanders, 
u-slied  if  there  was  any  one  present  who  could  tie  "  a  hang 
knot,"  when  a  man  named  W'omack  stepped  forward  and 
tied  it.  The  prisoner  then  adjusted  it  around  the  neck  of 
the  woman,  and,  throv.ing  it  over  the  limb  of  a  tree,  in  the 
Bight  of  his  own  dwelling,  where  were  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ters, trio  work  of  murder  began.  Finding  that  the  woman 
protected  herself  by  seixing  the  rope  with  her  hands,  it  was 
slackened  and  her  hands  tied,  and  again  she  was  drawn  up 
60  that  her  toes  barely  touched  tlie  ground,  and  in  this  po- 
eition  she  was  held  by  the  prisoner  until,  from  suffocation 
and  exhaustion,  her  head  fell  on  one  side.  Tlirough  the 
interposition  of  the  prisoner's  wile  aud  the  bystanders,  the 
rope  was  then  loosened,  and  an  opportunity  given  the  \\u- 
niaii  to  revive.  While  this  torture  was  going  on,  the  pris- 
oner declared  his  object  to  be  to  ct  mpel  the  woinanto  con- 
fess the  theft  charged  upon  her,  but  she  stoutly  denied  any 
knowledge  of  the  money  alleged  to  have  been  lost.  She 
was  now  taken  by  the  prisoner  to  his  tanyard,  distant  200 
or  250  yards,  and  was  then  stripped  by  him  of  all  her 
clothes  except  her  chemise.  In  the  language  of  one  of  the 
witnesse.s,  she  was  then  "  confined  by  crossing  her  hands 
and  tying  them  together,  then  putting  them  over  her  knees 
with  a  stick  thrust  under,  holding  them  in  that  iiosition." 
Thus  pinioned,  aud  lying  alternately  on  her  face  and  on  her 
side,  as  the  purposes  of  her  tormentor  required,  for  some 
two  hours  and  a  half,  with  brief  intervals,  she  was 
whipped  by  the  prisoner  with  a  leather  thong,  two 
inches  wide  and  three  feet  long,  having  a  knot  at  the  end. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  "  some  neighlioi's  present 
said  they  thought  he  had  whipped  her  about  enough  for 
that  time,"  and  he  thereupon  desisted.  She  was  then  un- 
tied anil  assisted  by  one  of  the  neighbors  towards  the 
kitchen,  staggering  and  falling  several  times  from  exhaus- 
tion (in  the  vvay.  She  succeeded,  however,  in  J'eaching  the 
kilehrn,  on  the  threshold  of  which  she  fell,  in  tlie  presence 
ot  the  prisoner's  wife,  aud  a  few  minutes  thereafter  ex- 
pii-ed. 

The  shameless  character  of  the  defence  was  in  keeping 
wiih  the  (lime. 

It  was  insisted  in  the  defence  th.it  trie  woman's  death 
vas  produced  by  some  cold  water,  of  which,  in  her  heated 
and  exhansteu  condition,  she  had  drunk;  and  in  attempted 
paHiatlon  of  the  prisoner's  murderous  brutality,  it  was 
proved  by  several  ot  his  neighbors  that  he  bore  a  good  moral 
(haractcr,  and  clothed  and  fed  his  slaves  well;  and  for 
liimseir,  he  stated  that  he  had  once  before,  on  a  similar 
charge,  given  the  woman  even  a  worse  whipping  than  that 
ol  which  she  died  ! 

That  a  body  ot  officers  liolding  commissions  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  acting  under  the  responsibility  of 
:iii  oatli,  sliduld  deal  thus  lightly  with  so  shocking  a  sacri- 
fice of  hiMiian  life,  cannot  but  excite  seniinients  of  mingled 
BuipriEe  and  rcgri-t.  Kvery  (■ircnmstancc  surrounding  the 
crime  aggravates  its    enormity — among    which    may    ho 


named  the  alisence  of  all  provocation;  the  prolonged  tor- 
ture to  which  the  wretched  sufferer  was  subjected,  thua 
affording  ample  time  for  all  human  passion,  had  any  ex- 
isted, to  have  cooled;  but  above  all,  the  sex  and  utter  help- 
lessness of  the  bound  and  unresisting  victim. 

The  President  directs  that  the  sentence,  inadequate  as  it 
is,  shall,  except  as  to  the  place  of  confinement,  be  carried 
into  execution,  and  Albany,  New  York,  is  designated  as  the 
Penitentiary  where  he  shall  be  confined.  But-while  doing 
so,  he  feels  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  call  the  attention  oi 
the  Army,  and  especially  of  those  charged  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  military  justice,  to  the  insensibility  displayed  by 
this  Commission,  and  to  express  the  disapprobation  with 
which  it  is  regarded.  The  members  of  the  Commission,  in 
thus  lightly  dealing  with  one  of  the  most  revolting  mur- 
ders on  record,  have  done  no  honor  to  themselves,  and  af- 
forded an  example  which  it  is  hoped  will  uever  again  be 
witnessed  in  the  service. 

The  prisoner  will  be  sent,  under  proper  guard,  to  Albany, 
New  York,  and  delivered  to  the  warden  of  the  Penitentiary 
at  that  place,  for  confinement  for  the  period  of  five  years, 
in  accordance  with  the  sentence. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

case  of  rev.  fountain  brown,  of  arkans.\s. 

Wau  Dep.^tment,  Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 
May  2Uh,  1864. 
To  the  Peesident: 

In  the  case  of  Fountain  Brown,  a  citizen  of  Arkansas, 
referred  to  this  otfice  by  order  of  your  Excellency,  May  2od, 
1SG4,  the  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted : 

This  is  an  application  for  the  pardon  of  a  man  convicted 
by  a  military  commission  of  selling  Into  slavery,  and  run- 
ning beyond"  the  Union  lines,  colored  persons  who  had  been 
made  tree  by  the  President's  proclamation  of  emancipation. 

The  facts  proved  are  briefly  these  :  The  prisoner,  who  is 
a  preacher  and  presiding  elder  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  . 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  resided  at  or  near  Flat  Bayou,  aud, 
at  the  date  of  the  President's  proclamation,  held  as  slaves 
two  families  of  negroes,  numbering  about  ten  persons,  old 
and  young,  of  both  se.xes  These  families  consisted  of — I  st, 
Lucy  and  her  husband,  John,  two  chilchen  that  she  had  by 
him,  and  two  that  she  had  by  another  person,  supposed  to 
have  been  (me  McAfee,  a  white  man;  and  2d,  Delia,  with 
her  husband,  Ilortou,  and  two  children,  one  by  him  and 
the  other  by  an  unknown  father.  After  the  occupation  of 
the  district,  including  Flat  Bayou,  by  the  Union  lbrces,the  ■ 
prisoner  informed  these  people,  or  at  least  the  men,  that 
they  were  free,  and.  if  they  wisln  d,  could  leave — thus  re- 
cognizing the  proclamation  and  renouncing  his  claim  to 
their  services.  They  did  not  then  have  him.  In  the 
course  of  last  year,  (1863,)  the  white  man  McAfee, 
who  had  been  cohabiting  with  the  woman  Lucy,  who 
was  a  I'ght  mulatto,  frequently  besought  the  prisoner 
to  assist  him  in  getting  her  and  her  children  away  with 
him  to  Texas.  This  arrangement  the  prisoner  claims 
to  have  declined  to  enter  into,  on  the  ground  that  it  w.'is 
contrary  to  existing  law,  Mc.\fee  then  proposed  to  buy 
them,  but  the  prisoner  refused  to  make  the  sale;  yet,  after 
much  solicitation  and  the  offer  of  seven  thousand  dollai-s 
for  the  lot,  he  finally  yielded.  The  bargain  was  struck ;  he 
received  four  thousand  dollars  cash  in  liand,  and  the  pur- 
chaser's promise  to  pay  the  balance  ;  and  McAfee  carried 
ofl  the  women  and  children,  eight  in  number,  beyond  the 
lines,  and,  as  it  is  supposed,  to  Texas.  One  of  the  colored 
men,  the  liusband  of  Lucy,  left  his  wife  at  home  on  Mon- 
day morning,  and,  returning  on  Tuesday  evening,  found  no 
trace  other  or  her  children.  Powerless  to  assert  their 
rights,  or  ignorant  of  them,  they  had  been  abducted  by 
McAfee,  who  abandoned  his  own  v.'ife  at  Flat  Bayou,  where 
she  still  resides. 

The  men  both  testify  that  their  wives  did  not  want  to  go 
away,  and  it  would  appear  that  they  contemplated  with 
aversion  and  terror  the  probability  of  being  compelled  by 
McAfee  to  accompany  him. 

It  seems  that  the  conscience  of  the'prisoncr,  or  his  fear 
of  the  vengeance  of  the  outraged  law,  would  not  let  him 
rest.  He  made  Iiis  appearance  at  the  Headquarters  at  Pine 
Bluff,  and,  relating  his  story,  solicited  exemption  from  pros- 
ecution. Ho  was,  however,  arraigned  before  a  military 
comniission  for  kidnapping  and  f:>r  selling  into  slavery  per- 
sons (li  African  descent  made  free  by  the  President's  proc- 
laniatinn,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  confinement  in  a 
military  prison  fir  five  years.  Major  General  Steele,  com- 
manding the  Department,  approved  the  finding  and  sen- 
tence, and  forwarded  the  proceedings  for  the  action  of  the 
President,  which  has  not  yet  been  had. 

In  the  opinion  of  this  officer,  it  was  not  requisite  that 
the  confirmation  of  the  President  should  be  obtained  ;  but, 
as  it  is  presumable  that  the  execution  of  the  sentence  will 
uot  commence  until  directed  by   him,  it  is  expedient  and 
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proper  that  action  should  be  taken,  and  it  is  recommended 
that  tlie  bentencc  be  confirmed. 

The  pardon  of  the  prisoner  is  now  applied  for  by  citizens 
of  Arkansas,  wlio  sign  a  petition  averring  that  he  has  sub- 
scribed the  oath  prescribed  by  the  proclamation  of  amnesty, 
and  lias  always  heretofore  been  a  good  and  influential  man 
in  the  church  and  the  community.  The  paper  sets  forth 
no  other  proof  of  loj'alty.  This  petition  is  favorably  recom- 
mended by  Colonel  Powell  Clayton,  commanding  at  Pino 
Bluff.  It  is  presented  by  Mr.  A.  A.  C.  Rogers,  wlio  claims 
to  be  a  member  of  Congress  elect  from  the  Second 
District  of  Arkansas,  and  who  says  that  he  believes  the 
prisoner  intended  no  wrong;  that  the  act  for  which  ho 
Was  tried  occurred  soon  after  the  Federal  occupation  of 
that  section,  '•  whilst  all  Avas  confusion,  doubt,  and  uncer- 
tainty ;"  that  the  husband  and  father  of  the  negroes  sold 
had  ijeen  taken  to  Te.\as,  the  owner  wanted  the  wife  and 
children,  they  wanted  to  go,  and  the  prisoner  sold  them,  in 
ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  olTence.  He  adds  that  he 
thinks  the  pardon,  if  granted,  would  strengthen  the  good 
feeling  of  his  district  toward  the  government. 

Mr.  Rogers  has  fallen  into  several  serious  errors  in  his 
version  of  the  case,  lie  states  that  the  husband  and  father 
of  the  negroes  sold  had  been  taken  to  Texas.  So  far  from 
tills  being  true,  it  is  in  evidence  tliat  the  husbands  of  both 
the  women  are  still  at  Flat  Bayou ;  and  so  farfrom  the  woman 
Lucy  wanting  to  go,  her  husband  testifies  that  she  begged 
bim  to  remove  her  from  the  custody  of  the  prisoner,  and 
of  McAfee,  lest  she  should  betaken  away  by  force. 

Besides,  whether  the  wishes  of  the  adults  abuut  going  or 
remaining  were  consulted  or  not,  it  is  a  mockery  of  truth, 
as  shalluw  as  it  is  wicked,  to  attribute  consent  to  the  six 
helpless  and  mindless  children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  a 
buy  ot  seven,  and  the  youngest  a  baby  but  a  few  months 
old.  It  would  require  a  rule  of  law  iis  repugnant  to  reason 
as  the  extinct  slave-code  of.  Ark-iusas  was  revolting  to 
humanity,  to  impute  tlie  exercise  of  volition  to  the  un- 
happy little  beings,  whom  his  barbarous  avarice,  proving 
stronger  than  his  sense  of  the  obligations  of  law,  human 
or  divine,  impelled  a  presiding  older  of  the  Metliodist 
Cburch  to  sell  into  a  life  of  hopeless  bondage  in  a  distant 
State. 

Moreover,  whatever  "confusion"  may,  as  Mr.  Rogers 
avers,  have  attended  the  advent  of  the  Union  troops  at  I'lat 
Bayou,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  unsettled  the  perceptions 
of  the  prisoner,  who, so  f,ir  from  being  in  "doubt  and  un- 
certainty," as  to  the  law  by  which  he  was  bound,  expressly 
toldMc.M'ce  that  a  sale  would  bo  illegal,  and  only  forgot 
his  scruples  and  his  renunication  of  tho  authority  of  a 
master,  when  tho  tempting  bid  of  seven  thousand  dollars 
w;ls  finally  offered. 

The  erimo  of  the  prisoner  was  a  deliberate  and  wilful 
violalion  of  law.  It  set  at  naught  the  proclamation  of 
emancipation.  It  snatched  two  wretched  females,  free  by 
that  charter,  away  from  tlieir  husbands  and  surrendered 
them  to  a  thraldom  of  lu.stand  violence,  to  end  only  with 
their  lives.  It  consignedsix  unoffending  children,  free  by 
that  charter,  to  perpetual  servitude,  in  a  region  deemed  by 
the  purchaser  (who  was  also  the  father  of  at  least  two  of 
them)  safely  remote  from  the  influences  of  liberty  and  the 
restraints  of  law. 

All  the  features  of  tho  offence  are  so  brutal  and  so  de- 
praved, that  to  be  abhorred  tliey  need  only  to  be  recited; 
but  wlien  it  is  considered  that  tho  perjietrator  isa  presiding 
elder  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  tho  State  of  Arkansas,  a 
man,  by  his  position  and  his  pretentions,  the  exemplar  of 
public  and  privato  morality  among  the  people  around  him, 
to  whom  multitudes  looked  up  as  their  preceptor  and 
epiritual  guide,  it  must  be  admitted  that  tho  measure  of  his 
guilt  is  incomparably  aggravated. 

That  acrinnnal  of  so  deep  a  dye,  who  has  been  adjudged 
to  suffer  the  abridgment  of  his  liberty  for  five  years,  for 
depriving  eight  human  beings  of  tluirs  forever,  should 
(^with  the  price  of  his  guilt  still  in  his  pocket)  ask  a  pardon 
trom  tlie  government  he  hits  defied,  seems  an  instance  of 
effrontery  scarcely  paralleled  even  in  tho  annals  of  the 
present  rebellion. 

Tile  guvernnient.  it  is  conceived,  would  be  recreant  to  the 
principles  wliich  it  has  been  forced  by  treason  to  inaugurate, 
if  it  Were  to  treat  tlieir  flagrant  violation  with  lenity. 

The  pioclamation  of  o  iiancipation  is  nothing,  or  it  is  an 
irrevocable  decree  of  freedom  to  all  within  its  terms. 

It  is  a  solemn  law  of  the  land,  upheld  by  the  inherent 
war-powers  of  a  nation  struggling  for  self-preservation, 
eanctioned  by  reason  and  sanctified  by  precious  blood. 
Violations  of  it  should  lie  punished  in  pn^portion  to  tho 
magnitude  of  their  consequences,  and  the  importjince  of 
Bustaining  it  by  warning  examples. 

Tile  absence  of  prohibitory  sanctions  in  the  proclamation 
itself,  furnishes  no  pretext  for  tho  misinterpretation  which 
would  exempt  the  prisoner  from  puniihment  for  his  crime. 
Tlieso  persons  stood  before  tho  law  disenthralled  of  tho 
shackles  of  slavery  and  absolutely  free,  and  so  the  prisoner 
had   recognized   thorn   to    bo.    Ho,  having,  with  a  full 


knowledge  of  their  emancipation,  deliberately  re-enslaved 
them,  wilfully  incurred  all  the  penalties  denounced  against 
tho  most  atrocious  species  of  kidnapping. 

The  crime  of  the  prisoner,  by  reason  of  his  conspicuous 
social  and  religious  position,  has  doubtless  attracted  tho 
notice  of  a  large  number  of  the  people  of  his  State.  His 
pardon,  obtaining  equal  publicity,  would,  it  is  believed,  be 
taken  by  the  traitorous  adherents  of  slavery  as  a  tacit  offi- 
cial declaration  that  the  Government  did  not  seriously  in- 
tend to  maintain  the  most  momentous  and  vital  of  its  war 
measures,  and  that  the  President  consented  to  be  under- 
stood as  permitting  to  pass  into  a  mockery  that  proclama- 
tion upon  which,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  lS6r.,  he  sol- 
emnly invoked  "tho  considerate  judgment  of  mankind,  and 
the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God." 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  case  in  which  a  violation 
of  tlie  Proclaniatiou  of  Emancipation  has  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  President.  It  is  deemed  fortunate  for  the 
great  purposes  of  justice  that  the  proof  is  so  strong  and  the 
circumstances  so  marked.  The  offender  is  a  prominent 
personage;  the  Tictims  young  and  weak;  the  sale  mado 
with  full  knowledge  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  freedom  it 
bestowed;  the  transaction  notorious  and  basely  mercenary. 
It  is  fit  to  be  made  a  test  case,  in  which  the  Government 
may  distinctly  re-assure  the  South  of  its  unalterable  pur- 
pose to  enforce  the  decree  which  it  has  deliberately  promul- 
gated. If,  while  the  able-bodied  freedmen,  attracted  and 
encouraged  by  tliat  decree,  are  enrolling  themselves  as  sol- 
diers under  the  standard  which  they  recognize  as  the  sym- 
bol and  the  guaranty  of  freedom,  and  are  exposing  them- 
selves to  the  perils  of  battle  on  the  field,  and  to  tho  horrors 
of  massacre  if  captured,  their  late  masters  are  suffered  to 
sell  and  tr.ansport  their  helpless  wives  and  children  into 
renewed  servitude,  without  encountering  tho  inflexible  se- 
verity of  adequate  punishment,  the  Government  cannot 
fail  to  stand  before  tho  world  dishonored  by  such  breach  ol 
a  faith  which,  on  the  part  of  the  unhappy  race  with  whom 
it  has  been  plighted,  is  being  everywhere  bravely  and  loy- 
ally kept  with  their  blood.  If  tho  Government  could  par- 
don this  outrage  upon  its  laws,  or  mitigate  its  punishment, 
how  can  it  forget  tho  wretched  victims  of  the  crime  ?  Tho 
conviction  is  fully  entertained  ihat  the  question  of  pardon 
or  mitigation  siiould  not  even  be  considered  until  these 
victims  shall  have  been  returned  to  within  our  military 
lines,  and  thus  restored  to  tho  status  of  freedom  which  they 
there  occupied.  J.  HOLT, 

Judge  Advocate  GencraL 

Application  denied  and  sentence  approved. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

AnousT  9, 1864. 

case  of  we.st  booan,  ov  abkansas. 

Judge  Advocate  General's  Office, 

JUat/  30, 1S&4. 
To  the  President  : 

West  Bogan,  a  negro,  was  tried  February  1st  before  a  mil- 
itary Commission,  sitting  at  Ilelena,  Ark.,  on  the  charge  j1 
"  murder." 

In  this  that  the  said  West  Bogan  on  or  about  the  15th  ol 
December,  1863,  killed  Munroe  Bogan,  a  citizen  of  Phillipa 
Co.,  Arkansas,  by  striking  him  with  an  axe  upon  the  head 
and  neck. 

Tho  court  found  him  guilty  and  sentenced  him  to  btt 
hung;  General  Luford  approves  tlie  findings  and  sentence, 
and  recommends  that  it  be  commuted  to  imprisonment  at 
hard  labor  in  some  Northern  penitentiary  for  such  length 
of  time  as  the  Commanding  General  shall  judge  proper. 
Gen.  Steele  suspends  execution  in  consequence  of  this  sug- 
gestion, and  forwards  tho  proceedings  for  the  action  of  tho 
President. 

The  proceedings  were  fitrictly  regular.  Th«  evidence 
showed  that  prisoner  w;is  and  had  long  been  a  sl.ave  of 
Munroe  Bogan,  the  dece;i8cd,  and  was  still  held  by  him  iia 
such  despite  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation.  It  was 
testified  by  numerous  witnesses  that  prisoner  was  in  general 
of  an  obedient  and  submissive  natiu'e,  thougli  when 
thwarted  and  irritated  by  oppression,  reckless  of  what 
he  did. 

Ilis  master,  on  the  other  hand,  was  shown  to  have  been 
cruel  and  exacting,  forcing  his  slaves  by  constant  punish- 
ments, to  labor  night  and  day  and  frequently  on  Sundaj-s, 
giving  them  no  holiday  or  resting  time,  and,  as  one  witness 
testified,  whipping  some  one  every  <l;iy — and  this  last  too, 
not  as  a  passionate  man  might  do,  by  snatching  the  first 
weapon  at  hand  and  with  it  punishing  a  fault,  but  with  a 
deliberate  coolness,  as  shown  by  his  regularly  sending  for 
the  driver  with  his  whip,  which  denoted  that  his  temper 
was  fully  under  his  control. 

The  homicide  took  place  in  the  early  morning,  near 
tho  prisoner's  quarters,  and  when  he  was  on  his  w,->y  to 
his  day's  task.  Of  the  immediate  cause  of  tho  difilculty, 
tlure  is  no  evidence;  but  Tom,  a  negro  at  wiuk  iu  an  ad- 
joining field,  had  his  attention  drawn  to  the  strugrle  by 
hearing  bis  master's  call  to  him,  and,  on  looking  rounJf 
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law  the  deceased  fall,  and  the  prisoner  deal  upon  his  pros- 
trate body  two  blows  with  the  axe  in  his  hand,  wliich 
nearly  severed  the  head  from  the  shoulders.  It  was  testitied 
by  a  negro  witness  for  the  prosecution,  that  he  had  heard 
the  prisoner  declare  his  intention  to  kill  his  master,  '•  be- 
cause his  master  was  going  to  kill  him  for  running  about 
and  going  away  from  home."  It  was  in  evidence  tliat  tlie 
deceased  had  expressed,  only  the  night  before,  his  intention 
to  whip  the  prisoner  on  the  following  day. 

The  negro  Tom,  also  testitie<J  tliat  Clarence  Began, 
another  field  hand  who  was  at  work  at  his  side,  first  heard 
the  alarm,  and  said  he  believed  that  master  Munroe  and 
West  were  fighting. 

Maria  Bogan,  a  slave  of  deceased,  testifies  that  she  was 
sitting  in  her  own  cabin  at  the  time  of  the  homicide,  and 
that  her  children  cried  out  that  "master  was  trying  to 
whip  Uncle  West:"  whereupon  she  went  the  door,  and 
8.1W  West  gire  two  blows  with  the  axe  upon  her  master's 
nocic. 

It  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  therefore,  that  Munroe  Bogan, 
at  the  moment  of  his  death,  was  in  the  act  of  inflicting 
corporeal  punishment  upon  the  prisoner,  which,  under  the 
changed  relations  of  the  white  and  black  populations  of 
the  Southern  States,  he  had  no  right  to  do, — and  that 
roused  by  pain  and  by  a  sense  of  wrong,  the  generally 
■willing  and  submissive  slave  turned  upon  him,  and  took 
Lis  life — converting,  for  the  moment,  into  a  weapon  of 
revenge,  the  implement  with  which  he  was  quietly  going 
to  his  unrecompensed  toil. 

The  case  would,  therefore,  seem  to  be  divested  of  those 
elements  of  malice  and  deliberate  purpose,  which  alone  can 
constitute  the  crime  of  murder;  while  the  provocation 
under  which  prisoner  was  driven  to  take  the  life  of  his 
oppressor  was  great  and  not  to  be  excused. 

The  administration  of  the  Government  must  and  does  re- 
cognize the  colored  population  of  tlie  rebellious  States,  as 
occupying  the  status  of  freedmen.  This  office  in  consider- 
ing the  present  and  kindred  cases,  necessarily  accepts  this 
recognition  with  all  its  legitimate  consequences. 

It  is,  therefore,  held  that  Munroe  Bogan,  when  he  met 
his  death,  was  in  violation  of  law  and  right  holding  the 
prisoner  in  absolute  slavery — not  only  holding  him  in 
slavery  but  also  imposing  upon  him  ceaseless  toil  and  cruel 
punishments.  It  is  a  conclusion,  justified  by  the  record, 
that  it  was  in  resistance  to  an  attempt  by  deceased  to  inflict 
Buch  punishment,  in  accordance  with  threats  previously 
made,  that  the  fatal  blow  was  struck  by  tlie  prisoner,  who 
had  doubtless  borne  the  oppressions  of  his  task  master  till 
endurance  seemed  to  him  no  longer  possible. 

That  in  these  circumstances,  ground  is  found  for  mitig.i- 
tion.  and  much  'mitigation,  of  the  sentence  pronounced, 
will  scarcely  be  questioned. 

It  is  for  the  President  to  determine  how  far  this  mitiga- 
tion shall  extend.  .1.  IIOLT, 

Judge  Advocate  General. 

Sentence  disapproved. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

July  8,  ISW. 

case  op  john  j.  glover,  of  arkansas. 

War  Depaetment,  Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 

June  Gill,  1S64. 
To  the  President  : 

John  J.  Glover,  alias  Jake,  a  negro,  was  tried  September 
18!h,  1863,  before  a  military  commission  sitting  at  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  on  the  charge  of  "  murder  in  the  first  degree," 
under  which  he  was  accused  of  the  murder  of  one  George 
Redman,  a  citizen  of  Arkansas,  in  the  month  of  August 
preceding.     lie  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  hung. 

The  sentence  was  approved  by  General  llurlbut  and 
General  Sherman,  and  the  day  of  execution  fixed  for 
January  29,  1864.  Prisoner  could  not  be  found  on  that  day, 
and  subsequently  General  Sherman  ascertained  that  he 
could  not  legally  carry  out  the  sentence  without  reference 
to  the  President,  and  the  record  has  in  consequence  been 
Sent  to  this  office. 

The  evidence  by  no  means  warrants  the  sentence 
awarded  by  the  court.  There  can  bo  no  doubt  that  pris- 
oner discharged  a  pistol  at  Redman,  the  result  of  which 
was  his  death ;  but  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
homicide  occvirred  would  appear  to  extenuate  if  not  en- 
tirely remove  the  prisoner's  guilt.  The  evidence  showed 
that  prisoner  went  across  the  Mississippi  river  from  Ten- 
nessee to  Arkansas  with  another  negro  called  "Dave" at 
his  request,  for  the  piirpose  of  rescuing  the  two  young 
daughters  of  the  latter  from  Redman's  hands.  This  Dave 
was  tried  and  convicted  about  the  same  time  for  the  same 
murder;  and  on  his  trial  it  was  testified  that  Redman,  an 
old  man  of  seventy-two  years  of  age,  was  retaining  the 
two  girls  in  slavery  against  their  father's  will  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  President's  emancipation  proclamation,  and  had 
declared  to  Dave  his  intention  to  keep  them.  On  Dave's 
(Ciai  i(  was  further  ahuwu,  by  the  teutituony  of  hib  daughter, 


that  Redman  had  sworn  to  shoot  any  min  that  came  after 
them.  Dave  and  Jake,  the  prisoner,  crossed  the  river  to- 
gether in  a  skiff  to  effect  the  girls'  release,  and  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  succeeded  in  getting  one  of  the 
girls  and  taking  her  to  the  boat.  They  went  back  for  the 
other,  and  while  reconnoitering  the  premises,  were  pursued 
by  I'M  Redman  with  a  pistol, and  at  once  took  to  flight.  It 
d(3es  not  appear  however,  tlu'.t  thvy  knew  thr.t  he  had  this 
pistol  at  the  time.  They  ran  towards  the  river,  and  being 
closely  followed  and  in  fact  stumbled  upon  by  Redman, 
Jake  in  his  excitement  drew  his  pistol  and  fired,  wounding 
Redman  so  that  he  died  a  few  days  afterwards.  Redman, 
Jake  in  his  excitement  drew  his  pistol  and  fired,  wounding 
Redman  so  that  he  died  a  few  days  afterwards.  Redman, 
it  was  testified,  was  a  kind  and  indulgent  master  to  hia 
slaves,  and  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  On  the  same 
evening,  some  hours  previous!}',  Jake  had  caught  a  horse 
belonging  to  Redman's  son,  and  had  taken  it  across  the 
river  into  Tennessee,  afterwards  returning  to  help  Dave 
obtain  his  children.  When  captured,  he  confessed  that  he 
shot  the  deceased. 

Much  doubt  cannot  but  he  felt  whether  prisoner  merits 
any  punishment  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  transaction 
which  led  to  the  death  of  the  deceased.  It  is  true  that  he 
had  no  personal  interest  in  the  rescue  of  the  two  girls, 
such  as  his  companion  "Dave"  had;  but  that  rescue  was  a 
lawful  and  justifiable  act  on  the  part  of  his  companion, 
and  the  prisoner's  participation  in  it  must  be  held  to  be  no 
less  justifiable  and  lawful. 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  went  to  Redman's  plantation 
with  a  purpose  of  murder,  but  rather  with  a  single  view  to 
the  assistance  of  his  friend  in  the  delivery  of  hia  children 
from  bondage:  and  the  agitation  caused  by  the  pursuit  of 
the  master,  and  the  imagined  peril  of  his  own  lite,  led  him 
involuntarily  into  the  commission  of  the  deed  for  which  lie 
has  already  suffered  an  imprisonment  of  nine  weary 
months 

It  is  true  he  was  engaged  in  a  business  for  which  he  could 
offer  no  excuse  but  that  of  friendship,  and  a  wish  to  extend 
to  the  family  of  his  comrade  the  benefits  of  the  same  free- 
dom which  iio  himself  enjoyed ;  and  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  dangers  of  the  enterprise  in  which  a  fellow-feeling  led 
him  to  take  apart,  and  of  the  extreme  severity  with  which 
offenilers  of  his  race  are  treated  by  their  white  masters,  it 
can  scarcely  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime  that  he  took 
with  him  a"  weapon  of  defence,  nor  that  in  his  great  and 
natural  terror  under  the  close  and  armed  pursuit  to  which 
he  was  subjected,  he  should  have  instinctively  made  use 
of  it. 

It  is  believed  to  be  a  case  in  which  a  strong  and  armed 
man  has  rashly  thrown  away  his  life  in  an  endeavor  to 
enslave  a  feeble  young  woman  in  defiance  of  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  President  which  had  declared  her  free. 

J.  nOLT, 
Jvdge  Advocate  General. 

Sentence  disapproved. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

July  8, 1861. 

CASE  OF   JOHN  T.   BEALL. 
Headquarters  Department  op  the  East, 
New  Yoke  City,  Feb.  21sl,  1865. 
[General  Orders,  No.  17.] 

I.  The  following  General  Order  will  replace  General  Or- 
der No.  14,  from  these  Headquarters  : 

II.  Belore  a  Military  Commission  which  convened  at 
Fort  Lafiyette,  New  "V'ork  Harbor,  and  at  New  York  City, 
by  virtue  of  Special  Orders  Nos.  li  and  42,  current  series, 
from  these  Headquarters,  of  Jan.  17th  and  Feb.  ITtli,  1865, 
and  of  which  Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  Henry  Warren,  United  States 
Volunteers,  is  President,  was  arraigned  and  tried — 

John  Y.  lieall. 

Charge  I. — "  'Violation  of  the  law  of  war." 

Specification  \st. — "In  this:  that  John  Y.  Beall,  a  citi- 
zen of  the  Insurgent  State  of  Virginia,  did,  on  or  about  the 
19th  day  of  September,  1864,  at  or  near  Kelly's  Island,  in 
the  State  •f  Ohio,  without  lawful  authority,  and  by  force  of 
arms,  seize  and  capture  the  steamboat  '  Philo  Parsons.'  " 

Specification  2d. — "  In  this :  that  John  Y.  Beall,  a  citizen 
of  the  insurgent  State  of  Virginia,  did,  on  or  about  the  19th 
d.iy  of  September,  1864,  at  or  near  Middle  Bass  Island,  in 
the  State  of  01  io,  without  lawful  authority,  and  by  force 
of  arms,  seize,  .'apture,  and  sink  the  steamboat  '  Island 
Queen.' " 

Spicificatifm  Zd. — "  In  this :  that  John  Y.  Beall,  a  citizen 
of  the  insurgent  State  of  Virginia,  was  fouml  acting  as  a 
spy,  at  or  near  Kelly's  Island,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  or 
about  the  19th  day  of  September,  1864." 

Specification  ith. — "  In  this;  that  John  Y.  Beall,  a  citizen 
of  the  insurgent  State  of  Virginia,  was  found  acting  as  a 
spy,  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  September,  1864,  at  or  near 
Middle  Bass  Island,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.' 

Specification  btli. — "In  this  :  that  John  Y.  Beall,  a  citizen 
of  the  insurgent  State  uf  Virgiuia,  was  found  acting  ad  a 
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spy,  on  or  about  the  16th  day  of  Deoemhor,  1R64,  at  or  near 
Suspension  Bridge,  in  the  State  of  New  York." 

Sp'-cificationWt.—^'lu  this:  tliat  John  Y.  Beall,acitizen 
of  the  inMirgent  State  of  Virginia,  being  without  lawful 
authority,  and  for  unlawful  purposes,  in  the  State  of  New 
Vork,  did,  in  said  State  of  New  Y'ork,  undertake  to  carry 
on  irregular  and  unlawful  warfare  as  a  guerrilla,  and,  in  the 
execution  of  said  undertaking,  attempted  to  destroy  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  peaceal  le  and  unoffending  inhab- 
itants of  said  State,  and  of  per*  )ns  therein  travelling,  by 
throwing  a  train  of  cars,  and  thi  passengers  in  said  cars, 
from  the  railroad  track,  on  the  railroad  between  Dunkirk 
and  Buffalo,  by  placing  obstructions  across  the  said 
track." 

All  this  in  said  State  of  New  York,  and  on  or  about  the 
15th  day  of  December,  1864,  at  or  near  Buffalo. 
Charcs  II. — •'  Acting  as  a  spy." 

Specificatinn  \si. — '•  In  thin  :  that  John  Y.  Beall,  a  citizen 
of  the  insurgent  State  of  Virginia,  was  found  acting  as  a 
spy  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  or  near  Kelley's  Island,  on  or 
about  the  19th  day  of  September,  1804." 

Specification  2d. — "  In  this :  that  John  Y.  Beall,  a  citizen 
of  the  insurgent  State  of  Virginia,  was  found  acting  as  a 
spy  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  Sep- 
teinber,  1S64,  at  or  near  Middle  Bass  Island." 

Sjyfdfication  Zd. — ■'  In  this :  that  Jo'in  Y.  Beall,  a  citizen 
of  the  insurgent  State  of  Virginia,  was  found  acting  as  a 
spy,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  at  or  near  Suspension 
Bridge,  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  September,  1804." 

To  which  charges  and  specifications  the  accused  pleaded 
"  Not  Guilty." 
Finding. — Of  the  1st  specification,  1st  charge,  "Guilty." 
Of  the  2d  specification,  1st  charge,  "  Guilty." 
Of  the  3d  B|)ecification,lst  charge,  "Guilty." 
Of  the  4th  specification,  1st  charge,  ''Guilty." 
Of  the  5th  specification,  1st  charge,  "Guilty." 
Of  the  6th  specification,  1st  charge,  "Guilty." 
Of  the  1st  charge,  "  Guilty." 
Of  the  Ist  specification,  2d  charge,  "  Guilty." 
Of  the  2d  specification,  2d  charge,  "Guilty." 
Of  the  3d  specification,  2d  charge,  "Not  Guilty,"  a.«  to 
the   day  averred,  but  guilty  of  acting  as  a  spy,  at  or  near 
Suspension  Bridge,  in  the  State  of  New  Y'ork,  on  or  about 
December  16th,18&4. 
Of  the  2d  charge,  "Guilty." 

Se.ntence. — And  the  Commission  does  therefore  Bontence 
him,  the  said  John  Y.  Beall,  "To  be  hanged  by  the  neck 
until  dead,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  General  in  com- 
mand of  the  Department  may  direct,"  two-thirds  of  the 
members  concurring  therein. 

III.  In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  the  cir- 
cumstances on  which  the  charges  are  founded,  and  the 
questions  of  law  raised  on  the  trial,  Iho  Major  General 
Commanding  h.'is  given  the  most  earnest  and  careful  con- 
sideration to  them  all. 

The  testimony  shows  that  the  accused,  while  holding  a 
commissi  m  from  the  authorities  at  Uichmond  as  Acting 
Master  in  the  navy  of  the  insurgent  States,  embaikedat 
S.abdwich,  in  Canada,  on  board  the  "Philo  Pars. ins,"  an 
unarmed  steamer,  whilo  on  one  of  her  re^iular  trips,  car- 
rying passengers  and  ft-cight  from  Detroit,  in  tlie  Stato  of 
Michigan,  to  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  captain 
had  be<'n  induced  by  Burley,  one  of  the  confederates  of  the 
accused,  to  Jiind  at  Sandwich,  which  wa.s  not  one  of  the  reg- 
ular stopping  places  of  the  steamer,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  tliem.  Ilere  the  accused  and  two  others  took 
passage.  At  Maiden,  another  Canadian  port,  and  one  of 
the  regular  stopping  places,  about  twenty-five  more  came 
on  board.  Tlie  accused  was  in  citizen's  dress,  showing  no 
insignia  of  his  rank  or  profession,  embarking  as  an  ordina- 
ry piussinger,  and  representing  himstlf  to  be  on  a  pleasure 
tri])  toKelbv's  Island,  in  Lake  Erie,  withia  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  St.tteof  Ohio. 

After  eight  hours,  he  and  his  associates,  arming  them- 
selves with  revolvers  and  li.ind-axes,  brought  surreptitious- 
ly on  board,  rose  on  the  crew,  took  possession  of  the  s' earn- 
er, threw  overboard  part  of  the  treight,  and  robbed  the 
derk  of  the  money  in  his  charge — putting  all  on  board  un- 
der duress.  Later  in  the  evening  he  and  his  party  took 
possession  of  another  unarmtd  steamer,  (the  "Island 
yueen,")  scuttled  her,  and  set  her  adrift  on  the  lake. 
These  transactions  occurreil  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie 
State  of  Ohio,  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1804. 

On  thelOtli  day  of  December,  1804,  the  accused  was  ar- 
rested near  the  Suspension  Bridge  over  tho  Niagira  River. 
within  the  State  of  New  Y'ork.  The  ti'stimony  shows  that 
lie  and  two  ollicers  of  the  army  of  the  insurgent  States — 
Col.  Martin  and  Lieut.  Ileadlcy — with  two  other  confede- 
rates, had  made  an  nnsuccessfnl  attempt,  under  tho  direc- 
tion of  the  first-named  officer,  to  throw  the  pa.ssenger 
train,  coming  from  the  West  to  Buffalo,  off  the  railroad 
track,  for  the  purjiose  of  robbing  the  express  company.  It 
Is  further  shown  that  this  was  the  third  attempt  in  which 
tlie  accused  wa^   concerned  to  accomplish  the  bame  ob- 


ject; that  between  two  of  these  attempts  the  party,  In- 
cluding the  accused,  went  to  Canada  and  returned,  and 
that  they  were  on  their  way  back  to  Canada  when  he  was 
arrested.  In  these  trans.actions.  as  in  that  on  Lake  Erie, 
the  accused,  though  holding  a  commission  from  the  insur- 
gent authorities  at  Richmond,  was  in  disguise,  procuring 
information  with  the  intention  of  using  it,  as  he  subse- 
quently did,  to  inflict  injury  upon  unarmed  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  private  property. 

The  siii 'Stance  of  tho  charges  against  tho  accused  is  that 
he  was  acting  as  a  spy,  and  carrying  on  irregular  or  guer- 
rilla warfare  against  the  United  States;  in  other  words, 
that  he  was  acting  in  the  two-fold  character  of  a  spy  and  a 
guerrillero.  lie  was  found  guilty  on  both  charges,  and 
sentenced  to  death;  and  the  !*Iajor  General  Commanding 
fully  concurs  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court.  In  all  the 
transactions  with  which  he  was  implicated — in  one  as  a 
chief,  and  in  the  other  as  a  subordinate  agent — he  was  not 
only  acting  tho  part  of  a  spy  in  procuring  information  to 
be  useil  for  hostile  purposes,  but  he  was  also  committing 
acts  condfinned  by  the  common  judgment  and  the  com- 
mon conscience  of  all  civilized  states,  except  when  done  in 
open  warfare  by  avowed  enemies.  Throughout  these  trans- 
actions he  was  not  only  in  disguise,  but  personating  a 
false  character. 

It  is  not  at  all  essential  to  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the 
finding  of  the  Court,  and  yet  it  is  not  inappropriate,  to 
state,  as  an  indication  of  the  animus  of  tho  accused  and 
his  confederati-s,  that  the  attempts  to  throw  the  railroad 
train  off  the  track  were  made  at  night,  when  tho  ol>struc- 
tion  would  be  less  likely  than  in  tho  daytime  to  be  noticed 
by  the  engineer  or  conductor,  thus  putting  in  peril  the  Uvea 
of  hundreds  of  men,  women,  and  chihlren.  In  these  at- 
t:-mpts  three  officers,  holding  commissions  in  tho  military 
service  of  the  insurgent  States,  were  concerned.  The  ac- 
cused is  shown  by  the  te-timony  to  be  a  man  of  education 
and  refinement,  and  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  his  agency 
in  transactions  so  alihorent  to  tho  moral  sense,  and  so  in- 
consistent with  all  the  rules  of  honorable  warfare. 

Tlw  accused,  in  justification  of  the  transaction  on  Lake 
I'rie,  produced  the  manifesto  of  Jefferson  DavLs,  assuming 
the  responsibility  of  the  act,  and  declaring  that  it  was 
done  by  his  authority.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  no 
such  .assumi>tion  can  sanction  an  act  not  warranted  by  the 
laws  of  civilized  warfare.  If  Mr.  I^avis  were  at  the  head 
of  an  independent  government,  recognized  as  such  by  other 
nations,  he  would  have  no  power  to  sanction  what  the 
usage  of  civilized  states  has  condemned.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States,  from  a  desire  to  mitigate  the  iLsjieritieS 
of  war,  has  given  ti  the  insurgents  of  thi* South  the  bene- 
fit of  the  rules  which  govern  sovereign  states  in  the  con- 
duct of  hostilities  v.itli  eiich  other;  and  any  violation  of 
those  rules  should,  for  the  sake  of  gooii  order  here  and  the 
cause  of  humanity  throughout  tho  world,  be  visited  with 
the  severest  penalty.  War,  under  its  mildest  aspects,  13 
the  heaviest  calamity  that  can  befall  our  race;  and  ho  who, 
in  a  spirit  of  revenge  or  with  lawless  violence,  transcends 
the  limits  to  which  it  is  restricted  by  the  common  behest 
of  all  Christian  communities,  should  receive  tho  punislv- 
ment  which  the  common  voice  has  declared  to  be  due  to 
the  crime.  Tho  Major  General  Commanding  feels  that  .'i 
want  of  firmness  and  inflexibility  on  his  part,  in  executing 
the  sentence  of  death  in  such  a  case,  would  be  an  of- 
lence  against  the  outraged  civilization  and  humanity  of 
the  age. 

It  is  hereliy  ordered  that  John  Y.  Beall  be  hanged  by  the 
neck  till  he  is  dead,  on  Governor's  Island,  on  Friday,  the 
24th  day  of  February,  inst.,  between  the  hours  of  12  ll.  and 
2  in  the  aftenioou.* 

The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Columbus  is  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Dxx : 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 
Colonel  and  Assista7it  Adjuiunt  General. 

C.VSE    OF    ROBEllT    C.    KliNNEDY. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  March  'ZOth,  1S65. 

[General  Orders,  No.  24.] 

1.  Before  a  .Military  Commission,  which  convened  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  and  at  New  York  City,  by 
virtue  of  Special  Orders,  No.  14,  current  series,  from  these 
Headquarters,  of  January  17th,  1865,  and  of  which  Brig.- 
Gen.Iitz  Ileury  Warren,  United  States  Volunteers,  is  Pres- 
ident, was  arraigned  and  tried: 

liohcrt  C.  Kennedy. 

Charge  I. — "  Acting  as  a  spy." 

*Io  the  Virginia  Senate,  March  3,  1805,  joint  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted  expressing  tho  sentiments  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  regard  to  the  execution  of  John 
Yates  Beall,  and  recommending  the  adoption  of  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  in  retaliation  for  the  offence  committed 
by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 
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fpecffication  1st. — "  In  this,  that  Robert  C.  Kennedy,  a 
Cftptain  in  ilie  military  sei  viciol  the  insurgent  States,  was 
found  ac;in,^'  as  a  ^I)y  in  the  City  of  New  York,  in  the  State 
olNiw  York,  on  oralioiit  the  fir-t  day  of  November.  l'^64:." 

S]tf  fi  •'t'On-cl. — "In  this,  tli.1t  Robert  C.  Kennedy,  a 
captain  in  the  military  service  of  the  insurgent  Stat.'s,  was 
found  a  iin:<  a-"  a  spy  in  the  City  of  Detroit,  in  the  State  of 
Mi.hi^an.  on  or  about  the20lh  day  of  December,  18&4." 

t'HAK  ;e  II. — ■' Violation  of  the  laws  of  war." 

Sprcificatinn. — "  In  this,  that  Robert  C.  Kennedy,  a  cap- 
tain in  the  military  service  of  the  insurgent  States,  under 
took  to  carry  on  irregular  and  unlawful  warfare  in  the  City 
and  State  of  New  York,  and,  in  the  execution  of  said  iin- 
aert:'.king,  attempted  to  burn  and  destroy  said  city  of  N^w 
York,  by  setting  hre  thereto.  All  this  in  said  city  of  New 
Y'ork  on  or  ab^'Ut  the  25th  day  of  November,  1861." 

To  which  charges  and  specitications  the  accused  pleaded 
"Not  Guilty." 

Fi.NDiNG.— Of  specification l-^t,  charge  T,  "Guilty." 

Of  sp'-'cification  2d,  charge  I, '■  Guilty." 

Of  charge  I,  "Guilty." 

Of  siieciticiition,  charge  II,  "Guilty." 

Of  cli.ii-ge  II,  "Guilty." 

Sentence. — And,  thereupon,  the  Commission  sentence 
him,  said  Robert  0.  Kennedy,  Captain  in  tlie  military  ser- 
vice of  the  insurgent  States,  "  to  bo  hanged  by  the  neck 
until  dead,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  General  in  com- 
mand of  the  Dep.irtment  may  direct,"  two  thirds  of  the 
mi'nibers  concurring  therein. 

II.  The  Major-General  Commanding  ajjproves  the  pro- 
coeding>',  finding  and  sentence  of  the  court.  It  is  shown 
by  the  testimony: 

1.  That  the  accused  has  been  an  officer  in  the  service  of 
the  insurgent  States  since  August,  1801. 

2.  That  he  was  in  the  City  of  New  Y'ork  in  disguise,  and 
under  a  false  name,  in  the  month  of  November,  several 
weeks  immediately  preceding  the  attempt  to  set  the  city 
on  fire. 

3.  Tliat  he  was  here  for  a  purpose  which  ho  refused  to 
disclose,  and  that  he  returned  hastily  by  night  to  Canada. 

4.  That  he  stated,  in  the  presence  of  several  persons,  that 
he  set  fire  to  Barnuiu's  Museum,  and  to  one  of  the  "  down 
town"  hotels;  and 

5.  That  he  was  arrested  at  Detroit  in  disguise,  armed 
with  a  revolver,  travelling  under  a  false  n.atne,  and  with  a 
pa-;spnrt  representing  himself  to  be  a  loyal  citizen. 

On  jiroofof  thi  se  facts,  he  was  convicted  of  acting  as  a  spy 
and  c.irryiiig  on  irregular  and  illegal  warfare.  Tlie  person 
who  testiJied  to  his  confession  of  having  set  on  firo  Bariuinrs 
Mu  eum  and  one;  of  the  hotels  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
city,  was  not  under  duress  or  an  accomplice,  was  a  reluct- 
ant witness,  and  could  have  had  no  motive  t  j  make  a  false 
Bt^itenient.     lie  is  corroborated  by  other  testimonj". 

The  att'mpt  to  set  fire  to  the  city  of  New  Y'ork  is  one  of 
the  greatest  atrocities  of  the  age.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
annals  of  barbarism,  which  evmces  greater  vindictiveness. 
It  was  not  a  mere  attempt  to  destroy  the  city,  but  to  set 
fire  to  crowd'  d  hotels  and  placesofpnblic  resort,  in  order  to 
secure  the  greatest  po-ssible  destruction  of  human  life.  The 
evidence  shows  that  Barnum's  Museum  and  ten  hotels  were 
fired  on  the  evening  of  the  25tli  of  November,  the  fires  in 
most  of  them  breaking  out  in  quick  succession,  and  indi- 
cating not  only  deliberate  and  complex  design  and  concert 
on  the  part  of  the  incendiaries,  but  a  cool  calculation  to 
create  so  many  conflagrations  at  the  same  time  as  to  baffle 
tlie  efl'orts  of  the  J- ire  Department  to  extinguish  them.  In 
all  the  Imiklings  fired,  not  only  non-comb.-itant  men,  but 
women  and  children,  were  congregated  in  great  numbers; 
and  nothing  but  the  most  diabolical  spirit  of  revenge  could 
have  impelled  the  incendiaries  to  acts  so  revolting. 

The  participation  of  the  accused  in  this  inhuman  enter- 
prise is  a  crime,  which  follows  1dm,  and  his  liability  to  an- 
swer for  it  is  not  to  be  cast  off  1  ly  withdrawing  for  a  time  from 
till' junsdiction  witliin  which  it  was  committed.  He  has 
not  only  been  guilty  of  carrying  on  irregular  warf^ire,  in 
violation  of  the  usages  of  civilized  States  in  the  conduct  of 
war  but  he  h.as,  by  outraging  every  principle  of  humanity, 
incurred  the  highest  penalty  known  to  the  law. 

Ili.s  e^icape  to  Canada  was  followed  in  a  few  days  by  his 
return  to  the  United  States,  again  in  disguise,  with  a  new 
uatiie,  and  personating  a  loyal  citizen,  while  holding  a  com- 
mission in  the  service  of  the  insurgents,  thus  furnishing 
the  highest  prima  facie  evidence  that  he  was  actingas  a  spy. 
No  rebutting  evidence  v.-as  produced  on  the  trial,  although 
it  continued  twenty-three  days,  of  which  fifteen  were  given 
to  the  accused,  by  adjournments,  to  procure  testimony  and 
prepare  his  defence.  Two  papers  were  read  as  a  part  of  his 
address  to  the  Court ;  one  a  pledge  given  to  the  transporta- 
tion agent  in  Canada,  to  return  with  all  due  diligence  "  to 
the  Confederacy,"  and  the  other,  a  certificate  made  by  him 
that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  with  a  request 
that  he  might  be  provided  with  means  to  return  "  to  the 
Confederacy."  Admitting  their  genuineness,  they  do  not 
repel  the  presumption  rained  by  the  circumatauces  uttend- 


ino-  his  arrest — the  disguise  and  the  false  pretences,  with 
which  he  was  found  within  our  lines.  His  flight  to  Canada 
was  not  a  return  within  the  lines  of  his  own  army.  If  h« 
had  found  his  way  back  t'i  the  insurgent  States,  and  h.ad 
been  subsequently  captured  in  battle,  he  could  I'ot  hava 
been  convicted  under  the  first  specification  of  the  first 
charge.  But  neither  of  these  facts  exists  to  remove  or 
terminate  his  liability  to  conviction  under  that  specifica- 
tion. 

Whatever  question  may  exist  ,as  to  the  effect  of  his  re- 
turn to  Canada,  after  having  lurked  as  a  spy,  as  charged 
in  the  fir'^t  specification,  no  such  question  can  arise  as  to 
his  guilt  as  a  spy,  as  charged  in  the  second  specification, 
which  sots  forth  an  offence  entirely  distinct  fr^m  the  first, 
of  which  he  has  been  convicted  on  full  proof. 

The  M.njor  General  Commanding  considers  his  duty  as 
clear  in  this  case  as  in  that  of  Eeall.  The  lives.  t!ie  prop- 
erty, the  domestic  security  of  non-combatant  citizens  must 
be  protected  ag.iinst  all  invasion  not  in  strict  accord;iijc« 
with  the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  States  in  the  conduct 
of  war.  Crimes,  which  outnge  and  shock  the  moral  sense 
by  their  atrocity,  must  not  only  be  puni.  hed  and  the  perpe 
trators  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  repeating  them.  bu( 
the  sternest  condemnation  of  the  law  must  l)e  presented  tc 
othf-rn  to  deter  them  from  the  commission  of  similar  enor- 
mities. 

Robert  C.  Kennedu  will  be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  he  if 
dead,  at  Kort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  on  Saturday 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  instant,  between  the  houri 
of  twelve,  noon,  and  two  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  Fort  Lafayette  is  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Dix : 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 
Colonel  and  As^t  Adj't  Gen. 


The  Military  and  Rev.  S.  H.  Wing- 
field. 

Headquarters  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  Fchruanj  25,  "64. 
[Special  Orders  No.  44.] 

IV. — It  having  been  reported  to  tlie  General  Comra.and 
ing  that  -V.  H.  Wingfidd,  of  Portsmouth,  is  an  avowed  ge 
cessionist,  and  that  he  takes  every  opportunity  to  dissemi- 
nate his  traitorous  dogmas,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  hii 
loyal  neighbors,  and  that  on  one  occasion  at  a  place  ot 
worship,  while  the  prayer  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  w,as  being  read,  his  conduct  was  such  as  to  nnoy  and 
disgust  the  loyal  portion  of  the  congregation;  and  beli-;v- 
ing  a  wbolesomo  example  is  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  3Ir. 
Wimifield  in  particular,  and  the  class  in  this  community  he 
represents  in  general — men  of  education  and  aliility,  "whc 
use  the  talents  God  has  given  them  for  the  purpose  ol 
stirring  up  strife  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States ; 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  Provost  Marshal  arrest 
Mr.  .S.'  H.  Wingfidd,  and  that  he  be  turned  over  to  Col 
.S'TwW/e  to  work  for  three  (3)  months  cleaning  the  streets 
of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  thus  employing  "his  time  foi 
the  benefit  of  the  Government  he  has  abused,  and  in  3 
small  way  atone  for  his  disloyalty  and  treason. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen'l  E.  A.  VVild  : 

GEORGE  II.  JOHNSTON, 

Capt.  and  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen'l. 

[By  Telegram  from  Fort  Monroe,  dated  March  1st,  '64.1 
To  Brig.  Gen'l  Wild  : 

The  remainder  of  the  sentence  imposed  by  Brig.  GenT 
Wild  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wingfieldis  remitted;  he  will  be  sent 
to  Capt.  Cassells  at  Fort  Monroe  for  custody.  His  punish- 
ment is  remitted,  not  from  respect  for  the  man  or  his  acts, 
or  because  it  is  unjust,  but  because  its  nature  may  be  sup^ 
posed  to  reflect  upon  the  Christian  Church,  which,  by  hie 
connection  with  it,  has  been  already  too  much  disgraced. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen"l  Boiler  : 

A.  F.  PUFFER, 

Capt.  and  A.  D.  C. 

[By  Telegram  from  Fort  Monroe,  dated  March  4th,  '64.1 
To  Brig.  Gen'l  Wild  : 

Did  you  receive  my  order  of  the  1st  Inst.,  by  telegraph, 
concerning  Wingfleld  ? 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER,  Maj.  Gen'l. 

[By  Telegram  from  Fort  Monroe,  dated  March  4th,  '64.1 
To  Brig.  Gen'l  Wild: 

The  order  concerning  Wingfleld  was  sent  you  by  tele- 
graph, but  by  the  bliadnesa  of  the  operators  did  not  reach 
you.  BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major  Ge7i'l  I'om'd'^, 
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[By  Telegram  from  Fort  Monroe,  dated  March  12th,  '61  ] 
roErig.  Gen'l  Wild: 
Wrote  you  this  A.  M.  about  Wiugftold. 

BENJ.F.  BUTLER,  J/a/.  Genn. 

[By  Telegram  from  Fort  Monroe,  dated  March  29th,  '04.] 
To  Brig.  Gen'l  Wild: 

It  is  compliiined  to  me  that  no  hearing  was  had  by  Wing- 
ield  previous  to  his  sentence;  if  so,  is  there  any  objection 
!o  a  hearing  before  me  ? 

BENJ.F.  BUTLER,  Maj.  Gcn'l. 


Gen'l  Pope's  Modification  of  Gen. 
Rosecrans's  Order  respecting  Reli- 
gious Convocations. 

Paragraph  3,  of  Special  Order  Na  62,  from   the  office  of  I 
ProToet  Marshal  General,  of  date  March  8, 16&1,  prescribing  { 


mips  to  he  observed  by  religious  convocations,  is  hereby  so 
moihficd  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"It  is  liereby  made  the  duty  of  all  puch  assemblages  to 
submit  tlie  roll  of  the  members  of  their  organization  to 
the  Provost  Marslial  of  tlie  district  in  which  tlie  assem- 
blage has  convened,  before  proceeding  to  the  transaction  ol 
business. 

■'  Tlie  Provost  Marshal  to  whom  the  roll  is  submitted 
will  thereupon  proceed  to  ascertain  from  the  records  ofhis 
office  whether  any  of  the  members  of  saiil  assemblage  h  tve 
failed  to  take  and  suljscribo  to  the  oatli  prescribeil  by  said 
Special  Orders  No.  62,  and  anj'  person  found  to  have  so 
failed  will  be  by  him  at  once  lorliidden  to  participate  in 
the  business  of  the  assembly,  iintil  such  time  as  ho  hat 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  said  order;  and  should 
any  person  so  forbidden  meet  with  or  attempt  in  any  man- 
ner to  participate  in  the  doings  of  said  assembly,  he  w'il! 
>^"o  immediately  arrested  and  sent  to  this  office,  with  a 
natccicut  of  the  tacts  in  his  case." 

J.  II.  BAKER, 
Prmost  Marshal  General. 


PROCEEDINGS 


SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTY-EIGHTH  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AND  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  SECOND  CONGRESS  OF  THE 

REBEL  STATES. 


Second  Session,  Thirty-Eighth   Congress. 

PRESIDENT  Lincoln's  fourth  annual  message, 

DECEMBER  5,    18G4. 
FeUow-Cilizens  nf  the  Senate 

and  House  nf  lieprcsentatives : 

Again  the  blessings  of  Lealtli  .ami  aliundunt  harvests 
daiui  our  profoundest  gratituclu  to  Almighty  Gud. 

The  condition  of  our  foreign  affairs  is  reasonably  satis- 
factory. 

Mexico  continues  to  be  a  theatre  of  civil  war.  While  our 
political  relations  witli  that  country  have  undergone  no 
shange,  wo  have,  at  the  same  time,  strictly  maintained  neu- 
trality between  the  belligerents. 

At  the  request  of  the  States  of  Costa  r.ica  and  Nicaragua, 
\  competent  engineer  has  been  authorized  to  make  a  sur- 
vey of  the  river  San  Juan  and  the  jiort  of  San  Juan.  It  is 
a  source  of  much  satisfaction  that  the  dillicuHies  which 
for  a  moment  excited  some  political  afiprcheisions,  and 
jaused  a  closing  of  the  inter-oceauic  transit  route,  have 
been  amicably  adjusted,  and  that  there  is  a  good  prospect 
that  the  route  will  soon  be  reopened  wiLh  an  increase  of 
capacity  and  adaptation.  We  could  not  exagj^'erate  either 
the  commercial  or  the  political  importance  of  that  great 
improvement. 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  an  important  South  Amer- 
ican State  not  to  acknowledge  the  directness,  frankness, 
and  cordiality  with  which  the  I  nited  States  of  Colombia 
have  entered  into  intimate  relations  with  this  GovernnuBt. 
A  claims  crmveution  has  been  constituted  to  complete  the 
unfinished  work  of  the  one  which  closed  its  session  in  18G1. 

The  new  liberal  constitution  of  A'enezuela  having  gone 
into  effect  with  the  universal  acquiesence  of  the  peojjle, 
the  Government  un<ler  it  has  been  recognized,  and  diplo- 
matic intercourse  with  it  has  ojiened  in  a  cordial  and  friend- 
ly spirit.  The  loug-ileferred  Aves  Island  claim  has  been 
satisfactorily  paid  and  discharged. 

Mutual  payments  have  been  made  of  the  claims  awarded 
by  th(!  late  joint  commission  for  the  settlement  of  claims 
between  the  United  States  and  Pern.  An  earnest  and  cor- 
dial friendship  conti-  ues  to  exist  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  such  efl'orts  as  were  in  my  power  have  l>e<'n  used 
to  remove  mis;  nilerstanding  and  avert  a  threatened  war 
between  Peru  and  Spuin. 

Our  relatiors  are  of  the  most  friendly  nature  with  Chili, 
the  Argentine  Ucpublic,  Bolivia,  Costa  Uica,  Paraguay,  San 
Salv.ulor,  iuiil  Ilayti. 

During  tlie  past  year  no  differences  of  any  kind  have 
arisen  with  any  of  those  republics,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
their  sympathies  with  the  United  States  are  constantly  ex- 
pressed with  cordiality  and  earnestness. 

The  claim  arising  from  the  .seizure  of  the  cargo  of  the 
brig  Macedonian  in  1S21  has  been  paid  in  full  bytho  gov- 
ernment of  Chili. 

Civil  war  continues  in  the  Spanish  part  of  San  Domingo, 
apparently  without  prospect  of  an  early  close. 

Official  correspondence  has  been  freely  opened  with  Libe- 
ria, and  it  gives  us  a  pleasing  view  of  social  and  political 
progress  in  that  republic.  It  may  be  expected  to  derive 
new  vigor  from  American  influence,  improved  by  the  rapid 
disappearance  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 

I  solicit  your  authority  to  furnish  to  the  republic  a  gnn- 
boat  at  moderate  cost,  to  be  reimbursed  to  the  United 
Slates  by  installments.  Such  a  vessel  is  needed  for  the 
ealety  of  that  State  against  the  native  African  races ;  and 
in  Liberian  hands  it  would  be  more  effective  in  arresting 
the  African  slave  trade  than  a  squadron  in  our  own  hands. 
The  possession  of  the  least  organized  naval  force  would 
Btimulate  a  generous  ambitiou  in  the  republic,  and  the  cou- 


fiaence  which  we  should  manifest  by  furnishing  it  would 
win  forbearance  and  favor  towards  the  colony  from  all  civ- 
ilized nations. 

The  proposed  overhand  telegraph  between  America  and 
Europe,  by  the  way  of  Behring's  Straits  and  Asiatic  Russia, 
which  was  sanctioned  by  Congress  at  the  last  session,  has 
been  undertaken,  under  very  favorable  circumstances,  by 
an  association  of  American  citizens,  with  the  cordial  good- 
«iU  and  support  as  well  of  this  government  as  of  those  of 
Great  Britain  and  Russia.  Assurances  have  been  received 
from  most  of  the  South  American  States  of  their  high  ap- 
preciation of  the  enterprise,  and  their  readiness  to  co-oper- 
ate in  constructing  lines  tributary  to  that  world-encircling 
conittunieation.  I  learn  with  much  satisfaction  that  the 
noble  design  of  a  telegraphic  communication  between  the 
eastern  coast  of  America  and  Great  Britain  has  been  re- 
newed with  full  expectation  of  its  early  accomplish- 
ment. 

Thus  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  return  of  domestic 
peace  the  country  will  be  able  to  resume  with  energy 
and  advantage  its  former  high  career  of  commerce  and 
civilization. 

Our  very  popular  and  estimable  renresentative  in  Egypt 
died  in  April  last.  An  unpleasant  altercation  which  arose 
between  the  temporary  incumbent  of  the  office  and  the 
government  of  the  Pasha  resulted  in  a  suspension  of  inter- 
course. Tlie  evil  was  promptly  corrected  on  the  arrival  of 
the  successor  in  the  consulate,  and  our  relations  with  Egypt, 
as  well  as  our  relations  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  are  en- 
tirely satisfactory. 

The  rebellion  which  has  so  long  been  flagrant  in  China,  has 
at  last  been  suppressed,  witli  the  cooperating  good  offices  of 
this  government  and  of  the  other  western  commercial 
States.  The  judicial  consular  establishment  there  has  be- 
come very  difficult  and  onerous,  audit  will  need  legislative 
revision  t )  adapt  it  to  the  extension  of  our  commerce  and 
to  the  more  Intimate  intercourse  which  has  been  instituted 
with  the  government  and  peopleof  that  vast  empire.  China 
seems  to  be  accepting  witli  hearty  good-will  the  conven- 
tional laws  whii  h  regulate  commercial  and  social  inter- 
course ani'ing  tlie  western  nations. 

Owing  to  flic  peculiar  situation  of  Japan,  and  the  anom- 
alous form  of  its  government,  the  action  of  that  empire  in 
performing  treaty  stipulations  is  inconstant  and  capricious. 
Nevertheless,  good  progress  has  been  effected  by  the  west- 
ern powers,  moving  with  enlightened  concert.  Our  own 
pecuniaiy  claims  have  been  allowed,  or  put  in  course  of 
settlement,  and  the  iulaml  sea  has  been  reopened  to  com- 
merce. There  is  reason  also  to  believe  that  these  proceed- 
ings have  increased  rather  than  diminished  the  friendship 
of  J.apaii  towards  the  United  States. 

The  i)orts  of  Norfolk,  Fernandina,  and  Pensacola  have 
been  opened  by  proclamation.  It  is  hoped  that  foreign 
merchants  will  now  consider  whether  it  is  not  safer  and 
more  profitable  to  themselves,  as  well  as  just  to  the  United 
States,  to  resort  to  these  and  other  open  ports,  than  it  is  to 
pursue,  through  many  hazards,  and  at  vast  cost,  a  contra- 
band trade  with  the  other  ports  which  are  closed,  if  not  by 
actual  military  occupation,  at  least  by  a  lawful  and  effect- 
ive blockade. 

For  myself,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  and  duty  of  the 
Executive,  under  the  law  of  nations,  to  exclude  enemies  of 
the  human  race  from  an  asylum  in  the  United  States.  If 
Congress  should  think  that  proceedings  in  such  cases  lack 
the  authority  of  law,  or  ought  to  be  further  regulated  by  it, 
I  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for  effectually  pre- 
venting foreign  slave-traders  from  acquiring  domicile  and 
facilities  for  their  criminal  occupation  in  our  country. 

It  is  possible  that,  if  it  were  a  uew'ind  open  question,  tba 
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maritime  powers,  with  the  lights  thoy  now  enjoy,  would 
not  c(iiiC"cle  (he  privilrgc-s  of  a  naval  belligercii't  to  the 
insurgents  of  the  United  States,  destitute,  as  tlicy  are, 
and  always  have  been,  equally  of  ships-of-war  and  of 
ports  and  harbors.  Disloyal  emissaries  have  been  nei- 
ther loss  assiduous  nar  more  successful  during  the  lastyear 
than  they  were  liefore  that  time  in  their  efforts,  under  fa- 
vor of  that  privilege,  to  embroil  <  ur  country  in  foreign 
wars.  The  desire  and  determination  of  the  governments  of 
the  maritime  States  to  defeat  that  design  are  believed  to  be 
as  Fincere  as,  and  cannot  be  more  earnest  than,  our  own. 
Novertheles.s,  unforeseen  political  difliculties  have  arisen, 
especially  in  Brazilian  and  British  ports,  and  on  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  the  United  States,  which  have  i-equired.  and 
are  likely  to  continue  to  require,  the  practice  of  constant 
vigilance,  and  a  just  aiM  conciliatory  spirit  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  the  nations  concerned  and 
their  governments. 

Commissioners  have  been  appointed  under  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  and  Puget  Sound  Agricultural  Companies,  in 
Oregon,  and  are  now  proceeding  to  the  execution  of  the 
trust  assigned  to  them. 

In  view  of  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property  in  the  re- 
gion adjacent  to  the  Canadian  border,  by  reason  of  recent 
a.ssaults  and  depredations  committed  by  inimical  and  des- 
perate persons  who  are  harbored  there,  it  has  been  thought 
proper  to  give  notice  that  after  the  expiration  of  six 
months,  the  period  conditionally  stipulated  in  the  existing 
arrangemen*^  with  Great  Britain,  the  United  States  must 
hold  themso-rves  at  liberty  to  increase  their  naval  arma- 
ment upon  the  lakes  if  they  shall  find  that  proceeding  ne- 
cessary. The  condition  of  the  border  will  necessari:y  come 
into  consideration  in  connection  with  the  question  of  cr^n- 
tinuing  or  modifying  the  rights  of  transit  from  Canada 
through  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  regulation  of  im- 
posts, v.hich  were  temporarily  established  by  the  recipro- 
city treaty  of  the  0th  June,"lS54. 

I  desire,  however,  to  be  understood,  while  making  this 
statement,  that  the  colonial  authorities  of  Canada  are  not 
deemed  to  be  intentionally  unjust  or  unfriendly  toward  the 
United  States  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  every  reason 
to  expect  that,  with  the  approval  of  the  imperial  govern- 
nient,  they  will  take  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  new 
incursions  across  the  border. 

The  act  passed  at  the  last  session  for  the  encouragement 
of  emigration  has,  so  far  as  was  possible,  been  put  into 
operation.  It  seems  to  need  amendment  which  will  ouii- 
ble  the  ofiScers  of  the  government  to  prevent  the  practice 
of  frauds  against  the  immigrants  while  on  their  way  and  on 
their  arrival  in  the  ports,  so  as  to  secure  them  here  a  free 
choice  of  avocations  and  pla  63  of  settlement.  A  liberal 
disposition  toward  this  great  national  policy  is  manifested 
by  most  of  the  European  States,  and  ought  to  be  recipro- 
ctited  on  our  part  by  giving  the  immigrants  effective  na- 
timal  protection.  I  regard  our  emigraijts  as  one  of  the 
principal  replenishing  streams  which  areappointed  by  Prov- 
idence to  repair  the  ravages  of  internal  war  and  its  "wastes 
of  national  strength  and  health.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to 
secure  the  flow  of  that  stream  in  its  present  fullness,  and 
to  that  end  the  government  must  in  every  way  make  it 
manif,  St  that  it  neither  needs  nor  designs  to  impose  invol- 
untary military  service  upon  those  who  come  from  other 
lands  to  cast  their  lot  in  our  country. 

The  financial  afTairs  of  the  government  have  been  suc- 
cessfully administered  during  the  last  year.  The  legisla- 
tion of  the  hist  ses-<ion  of  Congress  has  bent iicially  affected 
the  revenues,  although  sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to 
experience  the  full  etiect  of  several  of  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  of  Congress  imi  osing  increased  taxation. 

The  receipts  during  the  year,  from  all  sources,  upon  the 
basis  of  warrants  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
including  loans  and  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 
day  of  July,  1S63,  were  ?1,094,796,007  62;  and  the  aggre- 
gate disbinsements,  upon  tlie  same  basis,  were  $1,298,006,- 
101  S9,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  as  shown  by 
warrants,  of  896,739,905  73. 

Deduct  from  these  amounts  the  nmount  of  the  principal 
of  the  public  debt  redeemed,  and  the  amount  of  issues  in 
substitution  therefor,  and  the  aotual  cash  operations  of  the 
Treasury  were:  receipts,  $884,076,646  57;  disbursements, 
$SC5,204.0S7  80 ;  which  leaves  a  cash  balance  in  the  Trc-is- 
ury  of  $18,842,558  71. 

Of  the  receipts,  there  were  derived  from  customs, 
P102,.316,1.52  99;  from  lands,  $588,333  29;  from  direct 
taxes,  $475,048  96;  from  internal  revenue,  $109,741,134  10; 
from  miscellaneous  sources,  .$47,511,448  10;  and  from  loans 
applied  to  actual  expenditures,  including  former  balance, 
$623,443,929  13. 

There  were  disbursed,  for  the  civil  service,  $27,505,599  46 ; 
for  pensions  and  Indians,  $7,517,930  97 ;  for  the  War  De- 
partment, $S90,791,842  97;  for  the  Navy  Dejiartment, 
$S!5.733,292  77;  for  interest  of  the  public  debt,  $5.3,685,421  69 
—making  an  aggregate  of  $865,234,0S7  80,  and  leaving  a 


balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $18,842,558  71,  aa  befare  fltl^ 
ted. 

For  the  actual  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  first 
quarter,  and  the  estimated  receipts  and  disbursements  for 
the  three  remaining  quarters  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  and 
the  general  open;tions  of  the  Treasury  in  detail,  I  refer  yoa 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  concur 
with  him  in  the  opinion  that  the  proportion  of  moneys  re- 
quired to  meet  the  expenses  consequent  upon  the  war  de- 
rived from  taxation  should  be  still  further  increased;  ;ind 
I  earnestly  invite  your  attention  to  this  subject,  to  the  end 
that  there  m.ay  be  such  addititmal  legislation  as  shall  be 
required  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  Secretary. 

The  public  debt  on  the  1st  day  of  July  hist,  as  appears  by 
the  books  of  the  Treasury,  amounted  to  $1,740,690,489  49. 
Probably,  should  the  war  continue  for  another  year,  that 
amount  may  be  increased  by  nut  far  from  $u6o.OOO,OCO. 
Held,  as  it  is  for  the  most  part,  by  our  own  people,  it  has 
become  a  substantial  branch  of  national,  though  private, 
property.  For  obvious  reasons,  the  more  nearly  tliis  pro])- 
erty  can  be  distributed  among  all  the  people  the  better. 
To  favor  such  general  distribution,  greater  inducements  to 
become  owners  might,  perhaps,  with  good  effect  and  with- 
out injury,  be  presented  to  persons  of  limited  means.  With 
this  view,  I  suggest  whether  it  miglit  not  be  L'oth  compe- 
tent and  expedient  for  Congress  to  jjrovide  tliat  a  limited 
amount  of  some  future  issue  of  public  securities  might  bo 
held  by  any  bona  fide  purchaser  exempt  from  taxation  and 
from  seizure  for  debt,  under  such  restrictions  and  limita^ 
tions  as  might  be  necessary  to  guard  against  abuse  of  so 
important  a  privilege.  This  would  enable  every  prudent 
person  to  set  aside  a  small  annuity  against  apossible  day  of 
want. 

Privileges  like  these  would  render  the  possession  of  such 
securities,  to  the  amotmt  limited,  most  desirable  to  every 
person  of  small  means  who  might  be  able  to  save  enough 
for  the  jmrpose.  The  great  advantage  of  citizens  being 
creditors  as  well  as  debtors,  with  relation  to  the  public 
debt,  is  obvious.  Men  readily  perceive  thatthey  cannot  be 
much  oppressed  by  a  debt  which  they  owe  to  themselves. 

The  public  debt  on  the  1st  day  of  July  last,  although 
somev.'hat  exceeding  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  made  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session,  falls  short  of  the  estimate  of  that  olucer  made 
in  the  preceding  December,  as  to  its  probable  amount  at  the 
beginningof  this  year,  by  the  sum  of  $3,995,097  31.  Thia 
fact  exhibits  a  satisfactury  condition  and  conduct  of  the 
operations  of  the  Treasury. 

The  national  banking  system  is  proving  to  be  acceptable 
to  capitalists  and  to  the  people.  On  the  25th  day  of  No- 
vember five  hundred  and  eighty-four  national  banks  hiul 
been  organized,  a  considorabk*  number  of  which  were  con- 
versions fr<jm  State  banks.  Changes  from  State  systems  to 
the  national  system  are  rapidly  taking  place,  and  it  ia 
hoped  that  very  soon  there  will  bo  in  the  United  States  no 
banks  of  issue  not  authorized  by  Congress,  and  no  bank- 
note circulation  not  secured  by  the  Government.  That  the 
Government  and  the  people  w  ill  dei'ive  great  benefit  trora 
this  change  in  the  banking  systems  of  the  country  can 
hardly  be  questioned.  The  national  system  will  create  a 
reliable  and  permanent  inlluence  in  support  of  the  national 
credit,  and  protect  the  people  against  losses  in  the  use  of 
paper  money.  Whether  or  not  any  further  legislation  ia 
advisable  for  the  suppression  of  State  bank  issues  it  will  l)e 
for  Congress  to  determine.  It  seems  quite  clear  that  the 
Treasury  cannot  be  satisfactorily  condncted  unless  the 
Government  can  exercise  a  restraining  power  over  the 
bank-note  circulation  of  the  country. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  accompanying 
documents  will  detai;  the  campaigns  of  the  armies  in  the 
field  since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  message,  and  also  the 
operations  of  the  several  administrative  bureaus  of  the  War 
Department  during  the  last  year.  It  will  also  specily  the 
measures  deemed  essential  for  the  national  defence,  and  to 
keep  up  and  supply  the  re<^iuisite  military  Ibrce. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  presents  a  com- 
prehensive and  satisfactory  exhibit  of  the  affairs  of  th.it 
Department  and  of  the  naval  service.  It  is  a  subject  of 
congratulation  and  laudable  pride  to  our  countrymen  that 
a  navy  of  such  vast  proportions  has  been  organized  in  so' 
brief  a  period,  and  conducted  with  so  I'iiuch  efficiency  autl 
sufcess. 

The  general  exhibit  of  the  Navy,  including  vessels  uialer 
construction  on  the  1st  of  December,  1S64,  sliows  a  total  of 
671  vessels,  carrying  4,610  guns,  and  of  510,396  tons,  being 
an  actual  increase  dining  the  year,  over  and  above  all 
losses  by  shipwreck  or  in  battle,  of  83  vessels,  167  guns,  and 
42,427  tons. 

The  total  ntimber  of  men  at  this  time  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice,including  olhcers,  is  about  51,000. 

There  have  been  captured  by  the  Navy  during  the  year 
324  vessels,  and  the  whole  number  of  naval  captures  since 
hostilities  commenced  is  1,379,  of  which  267  are  steanjcrs. 

The  gross  proceeds  arising  from  the  sulu  of  cuudeiuucd 
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prize  property,  thns  far  reported,  amount  to  Sl'*,396.2.50  51. 
A  large  amount  of  such  proceeds  is  still  under  adjudica- 
.tion,andyet  to  bo  reported. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Navy  Department  of  every 
description,  including  the  cost  of  the  immense  squadrons 
that  have  been  called  into  existence  from  the  4th  of  JIarch, 
1861,  to  the  Ist  of  November,  1S64,  are  .S233,6i7,262  35. 

Your  favorable  consideration  is  invited  to  the  various 
recommendations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  especially 
in  regard  to  a  navy-yard  and  suitable  establishment  for  the 
construction  and  repair  of  iron  vessels,  and  the  machinery 
and  armature  for  our  ships,  to  which  reftrence  was  made 
in  my  last  annual  message. 

Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  views  expressed  in 
the  report  in  relation  to  the  legislation  of  Congress  at  its 
last  session  in  respect  to  prize  on  our  inland  waters. 

I  cordially  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Secre- 
tary as  to  the  propriety  of  creating  the  new  rank  of  vice 
admiral  in  our  naval  service. 

Y'our  attention  is  invited  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster 
General  for  a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  and  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Post  Otfice  Department. 

The  postal  revenues  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1864, 
amounted  to  $12,438,253  78,  and  the  expenditures  to  S12,- 
644,786  20;  the  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  being 
$200,532  42. 

The  views  presented  by  the  Postmaster  General  on  the 
subject  of  special  grants  by  the  government  in  aid  of  the 
establishment  of  new  lines  of  ocean  mail  steamships  and 
the  policy  he  recommends  for  the  development  of  increased 
commercial  intercourse  with  aojacent  and  neighboring 
countries,  should  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. 

It  is  of  noteworthy  interest  that  the  steady  expansion  of 
population,  improvement,  and  governmental  institutions 
over  the  new  and  unoccupied  portions  of  our  countrj'  has 
scarcely  been  checked,  much  less  impedi'd  or  destroyed,  by 
our  great  civil  war,  which  at  first  glance  would  seem  to 
hare  absorbed  almost  the  entire  energies  of  the  nation. 

The  organization  and  admission  of  tho  Slate  of  Nevada 
has  been  completed  in  conformity  with  law,  and  thus  our 
excellent  system  is  firmly  established  in  the  mountains 
^hich  once  seemed  a  barren  and  uninhabitable  waste  be- 
tween tho  Atlantic  States  and  those  which  have  grown  up 
on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 

The  Territories  of  tho  Union  are  generally  in  a  condition 
of  prosperity  and  rapid  growth.  Idalio  and  Montana,  by 
reason  of  tlieir  great  distance  and  the  interruption  of  com- 
munication with  them  by  Indian  hostilities,  have  been  only 
partially  organized;  but  it  is  understood  that  these  dif- 
ficulties are  about  to  disappear,  which  will  permit  their 
governments,  like  those  of  the  others,  to  go  into  speedy 
and  full  operation. 

As  intimately  connected  with  and  promotive  of  this 
material  growth  of  the  nation,  I  ;isk  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  valuable  information  and  important  recom- 
mendations relating  to  the  public  lands,  In<liau  aifairs,  tho 
Pacific  railroad,  and  mineral  discoveries  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  which  is  lierewith 
transmitted,  and  which  report  also  eml>races  the  subjects 
of  patents,  pensions,  and  other  topics  of  public  interest 
peitaining  to  his  Department. 

The  quantity  of  public  land  disposed  of  during  the  five 
quarters  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last  was  4,221,342 
acres,  of  which  l,iJ38,614  acres  were  entered  under  the 
homestead  law.  Tho  remainder  was  located  with  military 
land  warrants,  agricultural  scrip  certified  to  States  for 
railroads,  and  sold  for  cash.  Tho  cash  received  from  sales 
and  location  fees  was  $1,019,4-1:6. 

The  income  from  sales  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  tho 
80th  of  June,  1864,  was  .'S07S,O07  21,  Bgainst  S13G,077  95 
received  during  the  preceding  year.  Tho  aggregate  number 
of  acres  stirveyed  during  the  year  has  been  equal  to  the 
quantity  disposed  of;  and  there  is  open  to  settlement  about 
133,000,000  acres  of  surveyed  land. 

The  great  enterprise  of  connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the 
Pacific  States  by  railways  and  telegraph  lines  has  been  en- 
tered upon  with  a  vigor  that  gives  a-ssurance  of  success, 
notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  arising  from  the  pre- 
vailitig  high  prices  of  materials  and  labor.  The  route  of  the 
main  line  of  the  road  h^is  been  definitely  located  for  one 
hundred  miles  westward  from  the  initial  point  at  Omaha 
Citj-,  Nebraska,  and  a  preliminary  location  of  tho  Pacific 
railroad  of  California  has  been  made  from  Sacramento 
eastward  to  the  great  bend  of  tho  Truckee  river  in  Nevada. 
Numerous  discoveries  of  gold,  silver,  and  cinnabar  mines 
have  been  added  to  the  many  heretofore  known,  and  the 
country  occupied  by  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  Rocky  moun- 
tains, and  the  subordinate  ranges,  now  teems  with  enter- 
prising labor,  which  is  richly  remtmerative.  It  is  believed 
that  the  product  of  tho  nn'nes  of  precious  metals  in  that 
region  has.  during  the  year,  reached,  if  not  exceeded,  one 
hundred  millions  in  value. 
It  was  recunimeuded  in  my  last  annual  message  that  our 


Indian  system  be  remodeled.  Congress,  at  its  la?t  session, 
acting  upon  the  recommendation,  did  jirovide  for  reorgan- 
izing the  system  in  Calilbrnia,  and  it  is  believed  that  under 
the  present  organization  the  mangement  of  the  Indiana 
thi're  will  be  attended  with  reasonable  success.  Much  yet 
remains  to  be  done  to  provide  fir  the  proper  government 
of  the  Indians  in  other  parts  of  the  cour.Giy  to  re;:der  it 
secure forthe  advancing  seitlerand  to  provide  for  the  wel- 
fare of  tho  Indian.  The  Secretary  reiterates  his  recom- 
mendations, and  to  them  tho  attention  of  Congress  is  in- 
vited. 

The  liberal  provisions  made  by  Congress  for  paying  pen- 
sions to  invalid  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Republic,  and  to 
the  widows,  orphans,  and  dependent  mothers  of  those  who 
have  fallen  in  battle,  or  died  of  disease  contracted  or  of 
wounds  received  in  th?  service  of  tlieir  country,  have  been 
diligently  administered.  There  have  been  added  to  the 
pension  rolls,  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June 
last,  the  names  of  10,770  invalid  soldiers  and  of  271  disabled 
seamen,  making  the  present  number  of  army  invalid  pen- 
sioners 22,7G7,  and  of  navy  invalid  pensioners  712. 

Of  widows,  orphans,  and  mothers,  22,198  have  been 
placed  on  the  army  pension  rolls,  and  248  on  the  navy 
rolls.  The  present  number  of  army  pensioners  of  this  class 
is  25,433,  and  of  the  navy  pensioners  793.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  year  tho  number  of  revolutionary  pensioners  wai 
1,430;  only  twelve  of  them  were  soldiers,  of  whom  seven 
have  since  died.  The  remainder  are  those  who,  under  the 
law,  receive  pensions  because  of  relationship  to  revolution- 
ary soldiers.  During  tho  year  ending  the  SOth  of  June, 
1864,  §4,504,616  92  have  been  paid  to  pensioners  of  all 
classes. 

I  cheerfully  commend  to  your  continued  patronage  the 
benevolent  institutions  of  the  District  of  Columbia  which 
have  hitherto  been  established  or  fostered  by  Congress,  and 
respectfully  refer,  for  information  concerning  them,  and  in 
relation  to  the  Washington  aqueduct,  the  Capitol,  and 
other  matters  of  local  interest,  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary. 

The  Agricultural  Department,  under  the  supervision  ol 
its  present  energetic  and  faithful  head,  is  rapidly  commend- 
ing itself  to  the  great  and  vital  interest  it  was  created  to 
advance.  It  is  peculiarly  the  people's  Department,  in 
which  they  feel  more  direcly  concerned  than  in  any  other. 
I  commend  it  to  the  continued  attention  and  fostering  care 
of  Congre-s. 

The  war  continues.  Since  tho  last  annual  message  all 
the  important  lines  and  positions  then  occupied  by  our 
f  irces  have  been  maintained,  and  our  arms  have  steadily 
advanced;  thus  liberating  tho  regions  loft  in  the  rear,  so 
that  Missouri,  Kentuv,ky,  Tennessee,  and  parts  of  other 
States  have  again  (Toduccd  reasonably  fair  crops. 

The  most  remark.alde  feature  iii  the  military  operations 
of  tho  year  is  General  Sherman's  attempted  march  of  three 
hundred  miles  directly  through  the  insurgent  region.  It 
tends  to  hliow  a  great  increase  of  our  relative  strength  that 
our  Ocneral-ln-Chief  should  feel  able  to  confront  and  hold 
i<i  check  every  active  force  of  the  enemy,  and  yet  to  de- 
tach a  well  appointed  large  army  to  move  on  such  an  ex- 
pedition. The  result  not  yet  beir  5  known,  conjecture  in 
regard  to  it  is  not  here  Indulged. 

Important  movements  have  also  occurred  during  the 
year  to  the  effect  of  moulding  society  for  durability  in  the 
Union.  Although  short  of  complete  success,  it  ii  much  in 
the  right  direction  that  twelve  thousand  citizens  in  each  cl 
the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  have  organized  loyal 
State  governments,  with  free  constitutions,  and  are  ear- 
nestly straggling  to  maintain  and  administer  them.  The 
movements  in  tlie  same  direction,  more  extensive  though 
less  definite,  in  Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  should 
not  be  overlooked.  But  Maryland  presents  the  example  ol 
ctmiplete  success.  Maryland  is  secure  to  liberty  and  Union 
for  ail  the  future.  Tho  genius  of  rebellion  will  no  more 
claim  Maryland.  Like  another  foul  spirit,  being  driven 
out,  it  miy  seek  to  tear  her,  but  it  will  woo  her  no  more. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  proposed  amendment  ol 
the  Constitution  abolishing  slavery  throughout  the  United 
States  passed  the  Senate,  but  failed  fov  lack  of  the  requi- 
site two-tliirds  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Al- 
though the  present  is  tho  samo  Congress,  and  nearly  the 
same  members  and  without  questioning  the  wisdom  or 
patriotism  of  those  who  stood  in  opposition,  I  venture  to 
recommend  thereconsideration  and  passage  of  the  measnro 
at  the  present  session.  Of  course  the  abstract  question  is 
not  changed;  but  an  intervening  election  shows,  almost 
certainly,  that  the  next  Congress  will  pass  the  lueasure  if 
tliis  does  not.  Hence  there  is  only  a  question  of  timf.  as  to 
when  tho  proposed  amendment  will  go  to  the  States  for 
their  action.  And  as  it  is  to.so  go,  at  all  events,  may  we 
not  agree  that  the  sooner  the  better  ?  It  is  not  claimed 
that  tho  election  1ms  imposed  a  duty  on  members  to 
change  their  viiws  or  their  votes,  any  furtlier  than,  as  an 
additional  element  to  be  cunsldered,  tluir  judgment  may 
be  ail'ectcd  by  it.     It  is  tho  voice  of  the  people  now,  for  the 
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first  time,  heard  upon  the  question.  In  a  great  national 
crisis  liiie  ours,  uiiauiiiiity  ol  action  among  thise  seeking  a 
common  end  is  very  desirable — aim  st  indispensable.  And 
yet  no  approach  to  such  unanimity  is  atiainable  unless 
B-ime  deference  shall  be  paid  to  the  will  of  the  majority 
simply  beciiuse  it  is  the  will  of  the  majority.  In  this  case 
the  common  end  is  the  maintenance  of  tlie  Union;  and, 
among  the  means  to  secure  that  end,  such  will,  through 
the  election,  is  most  clearly  declared  in  favor  of  such  consti- 
tutional amendment. 

The  most  reliable  indication  of  public  purpose  in  this 
country  is  derived  thrdugh  our  popular  elections.  Judging 
by  the  recent  canvass  and  its  result,  the  purpose  of  the 
people  within  the  loyal  States  to  maintain  the  integrity  of 
the  Union  was  never  more  firm  nor  more  nearly  unanimous 
than  now.  The  extraordinary  calmness  and  good  order 
with  which  the  millions  of  voters  met  and  mingled  at  the 
polls  give  strong  assurance  of  this.  Not  only  all  those  who 
supported  the  Union  ticket,  so-called,  but  a  great  majority 
of  the  opposing  party  also,  may  be  fairly  claimed  to  enter- 
tain and  to  be  actuated  by  the  same  purpose.  It  is  an  un- 
answerable argument  to  this  effect,  that  no  candidate  for 
any  office  whatever,  high  or  low,  has  ventured  to  seek  votes 
on  the  avowal  that  he  was  for  giving  up  the  Union.  There 
Lave  been  much  impugning  of  motives,  and  much  heated 
controversy  as  to  the  proper  means  and  best  mode  of  ad- 
vancing the  Union  cause ;  but  on  the  distinct  issue  of  Union 
or  no  Union  the  politicians  have  shown  their  instinctive 
knowledge  that  there  is  no  diversity  among  the  people.  In 
affording  the  people  the  fair  opportunity  of  showing,  one  to 
another  and  to  the  world,  this  tiimness  and  unanimity  of 
purpose,  the  election  has  been  of  vast  value  to  the  national 
Ciiuse. 

The  election  has  exhibited  another  fact  not  less  valuable 
to  be  known — the  fiict  that  we  do  not  approach  exhaustion 
in  the  most  important  branch  of  national  resources — that 
of  living  men.  While  it  is  melancholy  to  reflect  that  the 
war  has  tilled  so  many  graves  and  carried  mourning  to  so 
niany  hearts,  it  is  some  relief  to  know  that,  compared  with 
the  surviving,  the  fallen  have  been  bo  few.  ^Vhile  C'  rps 
and  divisions  and  brigades  and  regiments  have  formed  and 
f  lUght  and  dwindled  and  gone  out  of  existence,  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  men  who  composed  them  are  still  living.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  naval  service.  The  election  returns 
prove  this.  So  many  voters  could  not  else  be  found.  The 
States  regularly  holding  elections  both  now  and  lour  years 
ago,  to  wit :  California,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  In- 
diana, Iowa,  Kentucky,  llaine,  JIaryland,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Ne»v  Hampshire,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode 
Island,  Vermont,  West  Virginia,  and  Wisconsin,  cast 
8,982,011  votes  now  against  3,870,222  cast  then,  showing  an 
aggregate  now  of  3,U82,011.  To  this  is  to  be  added  ;i3,762 
cast  now  in  the  new  Staffs  of  Kansas  and  Nevada,  which 
States  did  not  vote  in  ISGO,  thus  swelling  the  aggregate  to 
4,01.5,773  and  the  net  increase  during  the  three  years  and  a 
half  of  war  to  145,501.  A  table  is  appended  showing  par- 
ticulars To  this  again  should  be  added  the  number  of  all 
soldiers  in  the  field  Irom  M;issachusetts,  Khode  Island, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  California, 
who,  by  the  laws  of  those  States,  could  not  vote  away  Irom 
their  homes,  and  which  number  caimot  be  less  than  90,000.  ' 
Nor  yet  is  this  all.  The  number  in  organized  Territories  is  1 
triple  now  what  it  was  four  years  ago,  while  thousaiuls, 
white  and  bl.ick,  join  us  as  the  national  arms  press  back  the 
insurgent  lines.  So  much  is  shown  affirmatively  and  nega- 
tively by  the  election.  It  is  not  material  to  inquire  haw 
the  increivse  has  been  produced  or  to  show  that  it  would 
have  been  greater  but  lor  the  war,  which  is  probaidy 
tnie.  The  important  fact  remains  demonstrated  that  we 
have  more  men  now  than  we  had  when  the  war  began  ;  that 
we  are  not  exhausted  nor  in  process  of  exhaustion  ;  that  we 
are  gaining  strength,  and  ni.ay  if  need  be  maintain  the  con- 
test indefinitely.  This  as  to  men.  Material  resources  are 
now  more  complete  and  abtmdaut  than  ever. 

The  national  resources,  then,  are  unexhausted,  and,  as  we 
believe,  inexhaustible.  The  public  purpose  to  re-establish 
and  maintain  tlie  national  authority  is  unchanged,  and,  as 
we  believe,  unchangeable.  The  manner  of  continuing  the 
effort  remains  to  choose.  On  carefid  consideration  of  all 
the  evidence  accessible,  it  seems  to  me  that  no  atteinp  at 
negotiation  with  the  insurgent  leader  could  result  in  any 
good.  lie  would  accept  nothing  short  of  severance  of  the 
Union — precisely  whit  we  will  not  and  cannot  give.  His 
declarations  to  this  effect  are  explicit  and  oft  repeated.  Ue 
does  not  attempt  to  deceive  us.  He  affords  us  no  excuse  to 
deceive  oursalves.  He  cannot  voluntarily  reaccept  the 
Union  ;  we  cannot  voluntarily  yield  it.  Between  him  and 
us  the  i.ssue  is  distinct,  simple,  andinfiexible.  It  is  an  issue 
which  can  only  be  tried  by  war,  and  decided  by  victory.  If 
we  yield,  we  are  beaten ;  if  the  Southern  people  fail  him,  he 
is  beaten.  Kitlicr  way,  it  would  be  the  victory  and  defeat 
following  war.  What  ii  true,  however,  of  him  who  heads 
thu  insurgent  cause  «i  uut  ueceasarily  tiue  of  those  who 


follow.  Although  he  cannot  reaccept  the  Union,  they  can. 
Some  of  tliem.  we  know,  already  desire  peace  and  reunion. 
The  number  of  such  may  increase.  They  can  at  any  mo- 
ment have  pe.ace  simply  by  laying  down  their  arms  and 
submitting  to  the  national  authority  under  the  Constitution. 
Alter  so  much,  the  Government  could  not,  if  it  would,  m  tin- 
tain  war  against  them.  The  loyal  people  would  not  sustain 
or  allow  it.  If  questions  should  remain,  we  would  ad- 
just them  by  the  peaceful  means  of  legislation,  conference, 
courts,  and  votes,  operating  only  in  constitutional  and  law- 
ful channels  Some  certain,  and  other  possible,  questions 
are,  and  would  be,  beyond  the  executive  power  to  adjust; 
as,  for  instance,  the  admission  of  members  into  Congress, 
and  whatever  might  require  the  appropriation  of  money. 
The  executive  power  itself  would  be  greatly  diminished  by 
the  cessation  of  actual  war.  Pardons  and  remissions  of 
forfeiture^,  however,  would  still  be  within  executive  con- 
trol. In  what  spirit  and  temper  this  control  would  be  ex- 
ercised can  be  fairly  judged  of  by  the  past. 

A  year  ago  general  pardon  and  amnesty,  upon  specified 
terms,  were  offt  red  to  all,  except  certain  designated  classes ; 
and  it  was,  at  the  same  time,  made  known  that  the  excepted 
classes  were  still  within  contemplation  of  .special  clemency. 
During  the  year  many  availed  themselves  of  the  general 
provision,  and  many  more  would,  only  that  the  signs  of  bad 
faith  in  some,  led  to  such  precautionary  measures  as  ren- 
dered the  practical  process  less  easy  and  certain.  During 
the  same  time  also  special  pardons  have  been  gi'anted  to 
individuals  of  the  excepted  classes,  and  no  voluntary  appli- 
cation has  been  denied.  Thus,  practically,  the  door  has 
bt  en,  for  a  full  year,  open  to  all,  except  such  as  were  not  in 
conditio  1  to  make  free  choice — that  is,  such  as  were  in  cus- 
tody or  under  constraint.  It  is  still  so  open  to  all.  But  the 
time  may  come — probably  will  come — when  public  duty 
shall  dem.and  that  it  be  cl  .sed  ;  and  that,  in  lieu,  more  rig- 
orous measures  than  heretofore  shall  be  adopted. 

In  presenting  the  abandonment  of  armed  resistance  fO 
the  national  authority  on  the  part  of  the  insurgents,  as  the 
only  iudispensabk-  Condition  to  ending  the  war  on  the  part 
of  the  Uovernment,  1  retract  nothing  heretofore  said  as  to 
slavery.  I  repeit  the  declaration  made  a  year  ago,  that 
"  while  I  remain  in  my  present  ppsition  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  ret  act  or  molify  the  emancipation  proclamation,  nor 
shall  I  return  to  slavery  any  person  who  is  free  by  the  terms 
of  that  proclamation,  orby  any  of  the  acts  of  Congress."  If 
the  people  should,  by  whatever  mode  or  means,  make  it  an 
executive  duty  to  re-enslave  such  persons,  another,  and  not 
I,  must  be  their  instrument  to  perform  it. 

In  stating  a  single  condition  of  pe  ice,  I  mean  simply  to 
say  that  the  war  will  ceai>e  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
whenever  it  shall  have  ceased  on  the  part  of  those  who  be- 
gan it;  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

UECiJIUER  6, 1S64. 

Table,  slioioing  the  Aggregate    Votes  in  the  States  named, 
at  the  ^'residential  Elections  respectively  in  1860  and  1864. 

1860.  1864. 

California 118,840        *110.000 

Connecticut 77,246  80,616 

Delaware 10,039  16,924 

Illinois 339,693  348,235 

Indiana 272,143  280,645 

Iowa 128,331  143,331 

Kentucky 146,216  *91,300 

Maine 97,918  115,141 

Mai  vlan  1 92,502  72,703 

Massachusetts 169,533  176,487 

Micldgan 154,747  162,413 

J.innesota 34,799  42,534 

Missouri 165,538  *90,000 

New  Hampshire 65,953  69.111 

New  Jersey 121,125  12S,680 

New  York 675,156  730,664 

Ohio 442,441  470.745 

Oregon 14,410  +14.410 

Pennsylvania 476,442  672,097 

Rhode  Island 19,001  22,187 

Vermont 42,844  65,811 

West  Virginia 46,195  33,874 

Wioconsin 152,180  14ti,513 

3,870,222      3,982,011 

Kansas 17,234 

Nevada 16,528 

33,762 

Total 4,015,773 

3,870,222 

Net  increase _ 145,551 


'  Nearly. 


t  Estimated. 
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Memorandum  of  Changes  in  List  of 
Senators  and  Representatives. 

The  following  changes  occurred  from  the 
last  session: 

IN  SENATE. 

1864,  December  5 — Nathan  A.  Farwell.  of 
Maine,  qua'ified  as  successor  of  William  Pitt 
Fe?s»nden,  resigned  to  become  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Mr.  Fessenden,  having  been  re- 
elected, resumed  his  seat  March  4,  1865. 

1865.  February  1 — William  M  Stewart  and 
James  W.  Nye  took  their  seats  as  Senators  from 
Nevada — the  former  drawing  the  term  to  expire 
March  3,  1867,  the  latter  the  term  to  expire 
March  3,  1869. 

1865,  February  13— Thomas  Holliday  Hicks, 
of  Maryland,  died.  His  successor,  John  A. 
J.  Crcswcll,  was  not  qualified  until  March  10, 
during  the  Special  Executive  Session  of  the 
Senate. 

IN    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

1864,  December  5  — Dwight  Townsend,  of 
New  York,  qualified  as  successor  of  Henry  G. 
Stebbins,  resigned. 

1864,  December  21 — Henry  G.  Worthington, 
of  Nevada,  qualified. 

Arrests  of  Citizens,  and  the  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus. 

ARRESTS  OF  CITIZENS. 

1865,  February   18— The  Secretary  of  War, 
in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  Feb 
ruary    14,*    sent  a  report  to   that  body  of  his 
action  under  the  act  referred  to,  (see  p.  183,)  of 
which  these  extracts  give  the  substance  : 

Shortly  after  the  passage  of  said  act,  viz,  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1863,  Colonel  Holt,  Judge  Advocate  General,  the 
chief  law  officer  of  the  Department,  was,  by  an  order  of 
that  d.->.te,  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  provisiona  of 
that  act  in  the  following  instructions : 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  23, 1863. 
Colonel  :  I  beg  you  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  provision 
of  the  late  act  of  Congress  requiring  prisoners  held  under 
military  authority  to  be  released  within  a  certain  time,  and 
to  aik  that  proceedings  may  be  taken  against  such  as  are 
not  proper  to  bo  releiised.  and  that  you  will  see  tliat  the 
proTL-iions  of  that  law  are  observed  in  regard  to  all  persons 
held  in  military  custody. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Sr.crctary  of  War. 
Hon.  J.  Holt,  Judge  Advocate  General. 

After  these  instructions,  the  Judge  Advocate  General 
made  rejiort,  transmitting  to  this  department  a  list  of  po- 
litical prisoners,  and  reported  that  "duplicates  had  been 
furnished  to  the  judges  of  tlie  circuit  wnd  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  act  of  Congress."    His  report  is  as  follows  : 

Judge  Advocate  General's  Office, 
WASniMGTON,  June  9,  1863. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  instmctious  received  from  you  under 
date  of  March  23, 1803, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with lists  of  political  prisoners,  of  which  duplicates  have 
been  furnished  to  the  judges  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3  last,  entitled 


*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  unanimously  adopted : 
Rr^nlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  din  cted  to  in- 
form the  Senate  whether  or  n^  >t  lie  has  furnished  the  judges 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons 
helil  as  "  State  or  political  prisoners,  or  otherwise  than  as 
prisoners  of  war,  as  required  by  the  second  section  of  the 
act  entitled  '  An  act  relating  to  habeas  corpus  and  regula- 
ting judicial  procccdlnga  in  certain  cases,' "  approved  March 
8,  lS6o. 


"  An  act  relating  to  habeas  corpus,  and  regulating  judicial 
proceedings  in  certain  cases." 

Your  instructions  to  me  were,  "  to  sec  that  the  provisions 
of  that  law  are  observed  in  regard  to  all  persons  held  in 
military  custody."  For  the  preparation  of  the  lists  required 
by  those  provisions,  there  were  fm-nished  me  by  you  rolls 
of  prisoners  confined  in  the  Government  prisons  at  St.  Louis, 
Alton,  Louisville,  Sandusky,  Wheeling,  Camp  Chase,  Ohio, 
Fort  Lafayette,  Fort  JlcUenry,  Fort  Delaware,  and  in  the 
Old  Capitol  Prison  at  Washington.  In  consequence  of  the 
late  date  of  j-our  letter  of  instruction,  and  of  the  receipt  of 
the  rolls,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  business, 
the  lists  have  not  been  furnislied  within  the  twenty  days 
specified  in  the  act.  This  delay,  however,  cannot  afTect  the 
privileges  of  the  prisoners  in  question,  as  will  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  tliird  section  of  the  act  alluded  to  at  the 
end  of  this  communication. 

M(  St  of  tlie  rolls  furnished  are  incomplete  in  view  of  the 
requirements  of  the  act,  in  th.at  they  do  not  state  where  the 
offences  were  committed,  or  by  whose  authority  the  ar- 
rests were  made,  and  some  of  them  do  not  specify,  in  many 
cases,  what  was  the  offence  or  charge.  The  residence  of 
prisoners,  however,  is  generally  given,  and  this,  in  nearly 
every  ca.se,  affords  a  venue  for  trial,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  act. 

It  not  being  generally  stated  in  the  rolls  by  whose  au- 
thority the  arrests  wliich  are  the  subject  of  this  communi- 
cation were  mate,  it  has  been  presumed  (for  the  purposes 
of  the  present  lists)  that  all  were  made  by  the  authority, 
cither  directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  President,  acting 
through  the  Secretary  of  War.  In  point  of  f  ict,  however, 
it  is  believed  that  these  arrests  were  generally  made  by 
military  commanders  and  provost  marshals,  without  any 
intervention  on  the  part  of  the  President  or  Secretarj-. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  prisoners  enumerated  in 
some  of  the  rolls,  especially  those  from  the  prisons  of  St. 
Louis  and  Alton,  are  not  included  in  the  lists  prepared  by 
me  for  the  United  States  judges.  The  act  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  carefully  framed,  .and  uas  been  found  to  be 
e.vtremely  difficult  of  construction.  In  view  of  this  fact 
and  of  the  dofi  Jencies  in  the  rolls,  as  well  as  in  consideration 
of  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  the  act  has  been  strictly 
construed  by  me;  and  those  cases  which  are  clearly  triable 
hij  court-martial  or  miiitary  commission,  and  which  are 
being  every  day  thus  tried,  and  readily  and  summarily  dis- 
posed of,  arc  not  generally  included  in  the  lists. 

Such  are  ca.-.ies  of  prisoners  arrested  as  "guerrillas"  or 
"  bushwluickers,"  or  as  bein.^  connected  with  or  aiding 
these.  So,  tOd,  of  those  arrested  lor  communicating  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy  in  the  8en.so  of  the  57th  article  of  war, 
and  of  those  taken  as  spies.  It  is  not  believed  that  it  was 
intended  in  tlie  act  to  invite  attention  to  cxsrs  of  persona 
charged  v;i\h  purely  mil -tarn  offences,  or  of  persons  suffer- 
ing under  sentences  of  military  tribunals. 

The  casts  of  parties  confined  under  sentences  pronotinced 
by  military  courts  previous  to  the  date  of  the  act  .are,  there- 
fore, not  contiiiued  in  the  present  lists.  But  the  largo  class 
of  prisoners,  in  whose  c:ise  no  charge  or  ofl'ence  is  set  forth 
in  the  rolls,  or  who  are  noted  as  "awaiting  charges."  and 
the  numerous  class  of  those  who  are  specified  as  "confined 
during  the  war,"  (without  it  being  added  that  Uiey  are  un- 
der sentence,)  are  both  included.  The  lists  also  embrace 
those  cases  in  which  the  charge  is  stated  in  general  terms, 
as  by  the  words  "rebel,"  "disloyal,"  &c.,  &c.,  and  further 
comprise  prisoners  held  iis  "  hostages"  merely,  or  as  "  ref- 
ugees." 

The  construction  of  the  act  which  has  been  adopted  by 
me  is  supported  by  the  consideration  th.it,  under  its  pro\i- 
sions,  sucii  coustructiun  cannot  impair  the  rights  of  any 
prisoner  not  pL'iced  in  the  lists;  tor  it  is  provi  led,  in  the 
third  section,  th.at  in  c;use  a  prisoner  is  omitted  to  be  pre- 
sented by  the  Secretary  to  the  judge  in  the  formal  list,  he 
may  obtain,  by  a  jnocess  th' rein  prescribed,  the  judge's 
order  for  his  discharge  upon  the  same  terms  as  those  which 
govern  the  case  of  the  prisoners  whose  names,  &c.,  have 
been  furnished  in  the  list  by  the  Secretary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge  Advocate  General. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  iVar. 

I  have  no  knowledge  or  information  of  any  other  persons 
held  as  State  or  political  prisoners  of  the  United  States,  by 
order  or  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  in 
any  fort,  arsenal,  or  other  place,  since  the  date  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Judge  Advocate  General. 

Prior  to  th  ;•  passage  of  the  act  approved  March  3,  18C3, 
measures  had  been  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  }\ar  to  exam- 
ine and  determine  the  cases  of  State  and  political  prisoners, 
by  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  vi.sit,  from  time  to 
time,  the  m.ilit^iry  prisons,  with  authority  to  discharge  all 
cases  proper  to  be  discharged.  Since  the  passage  of  the 
act,  the  same  course  has  been  pursued  in  regard  to  persons 
arrested  by  State  authorities  or  subordinate  military  com- 
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manders,  without  authority  from  the  President,  Secretary 
of  State,  or  Secretary  of  War. 

In  6onieof  the  military  departments  persons  were  occa- 
Bioually  arrested  and  held  in  military  prisons  as  State  or  po- 
litical prisoners,  by  order  of  State  executives  or  local  mili- 
tary commanders,  without  any  authority  from  the  President, 
Se(  retary  of  State,  or  Secretary  of  War.  Although  these 
persons  did  not  come  within  the  terras  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, measures  were  from  time  to  time  taken  to  have  all 
such  cases  promptly  investigated,  and  the  parties  released, 
whenever  it  could  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  public 
safety.  To  that  end  a  commissioner  was  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate all  cases  of  imprisonment  at  Camp  Chase;  and  a 
special  commission,  charged  with  similar  duty,  consisting 
of  the  honorables  Benjamin  S.  Cowan,  Roswell  Marsh,  and 
Samuel  W.  Bostwick,  visited  the  State  prisons  at  Alton, 
St.  Louis.  f':'.mp  Douglas,  and  elsewhere  in  the  department 
of  tlip  ."\Ii-i;iiuri.  ***** 

A  spi'<  ial  commission,  consisting  of  Judge  King  and 
Judge  Bond,  was  also  appointed  for  the  examination  of 
prisoners  confined  at  Fort  Delaware  or  elsewhere  in  the 
Middle  di^partment.  General  Dix  was  also  directed,  by  fin 
order,  dated  the  12th  of  January,  186-1.  to  investi;::ate  the 
cases  of  persons  arrested  and  detained  in  Fort  Lafayette 
<ind  other  military  prisons  in  the  Eastern  department, 
which  have  been  used,  by  direction  of  the  President,  for 
the  custody  of  persons  seized  by  naval  officers  while  en- 
gaged in  blockade  running  or  illicit  trade,  and  which  class 
of  prisoners  is  not  specified  in  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March  3,1863.  ***** 

The  military  prisons  in  the  District  of  Columbia  have 
been  used  for  the  custody  of  prisoners  arrested  by  the 
military  commanders  of  this  and  other  Departments,  as 
well  as  by  the  Navy  Department.  On  the  1st  of  February, 
1864,  Major  Turner,  Judge  Advocate,  was  directed  to  in- 
vestigate all  cases  of  persons  arrested  and  imprisoned  in 
the  military  prisons  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  has 
continued  charged  with  that  special  duty  until  the  present 
time.  ****** 

Frequent  inspections  of  military  prisons,  in  addition  to 
the  foregoing  measures,  have  also  been  made  by  officers 
specially  assigned  to  that  duty.  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient 
servant,  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War. 

The  President  of  the  Senate. 

IN  SENATE. 

1864,  December  19 — Mr.  Powell  submitted 
the  following  resolution,  and  asked  for  its  pres- 
ent consideration : 

Rcsohvd.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  all  information  in  his  possession  bearing 
on  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Colonel  Riahard  J  Ja- 
cob, Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and 
Col.  Frank  Woolford,  one  of  the  Presidential  electors  of 
that  State;  particularly  by  whose  order  they  were  arrested 
and  imprisoned,  where  they  are  at  present  coaflned,  and 
what  offences  are  charged  against  them. 

December  20 — Resolution  amended  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "  Senate,"  the  words  "  if  not 
in  his  opinion  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest."  and  adopted. 

1865,  January  31 — The  President  responded, 
giving  papers  on  the  subject. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

1864,  De  Tiber  15 — Mr.  Mallory  offered  a 
similar  resolution,  but,  being  objected  to,  it 
went  over  under  the  rules. 

1865,  January  10 — Mr.  Kernan,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committeoon  Military  Affairs  be, and 
the  same  is.  directed  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  House 
what  legislation  or  action,  if  any,  is  necessary  to  secure  to 
persons  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  military  .authority  a 
prompt  examination  into  the  cause  of  their  arrest,  and 
their  discharge  if  there  bo  no  adequate  cause  for  their  de- 
tention, and  a  speedy  trial  where  there  is  such  cause. 

1865,  January  18 — Mr.  Ganson,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which  WIS  agreed  to  : 

Rfsnlvrr!,  That  the  Military  Committee  be,  and  they  are 
he-eby,  directed  to  ascert.aiu  and  report  to  this  House  as 
soon  as  possible  the  number  of  persons  now  confined  in  the 
Old  Capitol  and  Carroll  prisons ;  when  such   persons  were 


respectively  arrested  and  confined,  and  upon  what  charges 
their  arrests  w^re  made;  whether  any  of  such  persons  are 
officers  of  the  Army,  and  have  been  confined  without  a 
trial  beyond  tlie  tim  '  in  that  respect  pri'scribed  by  law  or  by 
the  regulations  in  the  military  service;  and  whether  any 
persons  so  in  prison  are  confined  without  any  written 
charges  made  against  them;  and  whether  there  are 
any  persons  now  in  said  prisons  who  have  not  had  any 
trial;  if  so,  rejiort  the  names  of  such  persons,  the  time 
when  they  were  aiTested,  and  the  alleged  cause  of  their 
arrest  respectively ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

Mr.  Stevens  subsequently  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Garfield  moved  to  lay  this  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
136,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Ye\s — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  ^nc(»!«,Arnold,  Ash- 
ley, Baily,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Beaman,  IJlaine,  Blair,  Bliss,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegee, 
Brooks,  Brooniall.  James  .S'.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Clay,  Coffroth,  Cole,  Cox,  Cravfns,  Cres- 
well,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Davi- 
son, Deming,  Denison,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eden,  Ed- 
gertnn,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  English,  Farnsworth,  Finclc,  Frank, 
Ganson,  Garfield,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale,  Hall,  Harring- 
ton, Cliarles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Higby,  Holman,  Hotchkiss, 
Asahel  W.  Hubb.ard,  John  II.  Hubb.ard,  Ingersoll,  William 
Johnson,  Kalhjlcisch,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Kernan,  King,  Knox,  Law,  Lazcar,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Long- 
year,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McClurg,  McDowell,  Samnci  F.  Mil- 
ler, Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  James  R.  Morris, 
Morrison,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nohle,  Norton, 
Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Pendleton, 
Perham,  Perry,  Pike,  Price,  &imueZ  J.  Randall,  William  H. 
Randall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Bice,  Robinson,  Rog- 
ers, Edward  H.  Rollins,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield, 
Scott,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Starr,  John  B. 
Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Thayer,  Townsi'nd, 
Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Wadsworth,  Ward, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washlmrn,  Webster, 
Wheeler,  Chilton  A  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Williams, 
Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Fernando  Wood,  Yeaman — 136. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cobb,  Kckloy,  McBride,  Spalding,  Stevena 
—5. 

No  report  appears  to  have  been  made. 
1865,  January  30 — Mr.  Eldkidge   a^ked,  but 
failed  to  obtain,  leave  to  offer  this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
spectfully requested,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Sec- 
rotarj-  of  War  be  directed,  to  report  and  furnish  to  this 
House  the  names  of  the  persons,  if  any  there  are,  who 
have  been  arrested  and  are  now  held  in  imprisonment  or 
confinement  in  any  prison,  fort,  or  other  place  whatsoever, 
for  political  offences,  or  any  other  alleged  offence  against 
the  Government  or  authority  of  the  United  States  by  the 
order,  command,  consent,  or  knowledge  of  any  of  them, 
or  either  of  them  respectively,  and  who  have  not  been 
charged,  tried,  or  convicted  before  any  civil  or  criminal  (not 
military)  court  of  the  land,  together  with  the  charge 
against  such  person,  or  cause  for  such  arrest  and  impris- 
onment, excepting  only  such  persons  as  may,  at  the  time 
of  their  arrest,  have  been  in  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  name  of  the  pris- 
on, fort,  or  place  where  they  are  severally  kept  or  con- 
fined :  also  whether  any  person  or  persons,  for  any  al- 
leged like  offence,  have  been  banished  or  sent  from  the 
United  States,  or  those  not  in  rebellion  to  the  rebellious 
States,  the  names,  times,  alleged  offences,  and  causes  there- 
of; and  wiiether  with  or  without  trial ;  and  if  tried,  before 
what  court. 

February  20 — It  being  before  the  H'  use,  a 
motion  to  table  it  was  lost — yeas  54,  nays  58, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ames,  Ashley,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blair, 
Boutwell,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Cole,  Thomas  T.  D.avis.  Deming,  Dixon,  Dnmont, 
Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Orinnell,  Higby,  Hooper, 
John  H.  Iluljliard,  Hulliurd,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Fran- 
cis W.  Kel|o;^'s,  Kiiox,  Littleiohn,  Loan,  Loiigyear,  Marvin, 
McBride,  Mcilurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Dani.  1  Mor- 
ris, Amos  Mrtis,  Norton,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pomero.v, 
William  H.  Randall,  John  II.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins, 
Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Starr,  Tracy,  Upson, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Worthington — 54. 

Nays — Messrs.  Jam&s  C.  Alh-n,  .Mlisnn,  Ancoiia,  Baily, 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Brundejjee, 
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Jem's!  S  Brnwn,  William  Q.  Brown,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cof- 
frnth..  Cox,  Dawson,  Venison,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eikn,  Ed- 
^frt:m,  EldHd;je,  Finck,  Ganson,  Griswold,  Harrington, 
Ciiarh-s  M.  Harris,  He.rrick,  Holman,  HiUchins,  Ingersoll, 
Kal'Jieisch,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Le  Bhmd, 
Lo.i'j,  M  dhiry,  Marcy,  McKinnry,  William  H.  Miller, 
Jaiiits  R.  Morris,  Nelson,  Noble,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Pruyn, 
Radford,  Ross.  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Thayer, 
T<nun<end,  Wadxworttt,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Wilson,  Winfield, 
Fernando   Wood — 58. 

A  decisive  vote  upon  it  was  not  taken — 
other  business  having  intervened. 

18C5,  March  2 — The  Miscellaneous  Appro- 
priation bill  being  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole, 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Marjland,  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendment  as  an  additional  section  : 

S::c.  — .  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  sliall 
be  tried  by  court-martial,  or  military  commission,  in  any 
State  or  Territory  wliere  the  conrts  of  the  United  States 
are  open,  except  persons  actually  mustered,  or  commis- 
sioned, or  appointed  in  the  military  or  naval  seiviceof  tlie 
United  Statea,  or  rebel  enemies  charged  with  being  spies; 
and  all  proceedings  heretofore  had  contrary  to  this  provi- 
Bion  are  vacated ;  and  all  persons  not  subject  to  trial, 
under  this  act,  by  court-martial  or  military  commission, 
now  held  under  sentence  thereof,  shall  be  forthwith 
di-scharged  or  delivered  to  the  civil  authorities  to  be  pro- 
ceeded ag.iinst  before  the  courts  of  the  United  States  ac- 
cording to  law;  and  all  acta  inconsistent  hei'owith  are 
heieby  repealed. 

Mr  ScHEXCK  raov^d  to  ame.id  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "  spies,"  as  follows  : 

And  all  proceedings  heretofore  had  contrary  to  this  provi- 
sion are  vacated;  and  all  persons  not  subject  to  trial, 
under  this  act,  by  court-martial  or  military  commission,  now 
held  under  sentence  thereof,  shall  be  forthwith  discharged 
or  delivered  tT  the  civil  authorities  to  be  proceeded 
against  before  the  courts  of  the  United  States  according  to 
law ;  and  all  acts  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.    Yeaman.     I   ask  my  friend  from  Ohio 

[Mr.  Sche  .ck]    to  accept  the  following  as  an 

addition  to  his    amendment,  to  be  iu.serted  in 

lieu  of  what  he  proposes  to  strike  out: 

Oi'  enemies  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  war. 

Jlr.  ScHENCK.     That  is  for  guerrillas? 

Mr.  Yi-;am.\n.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  8CHENCK  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment so  as  to  make  it  to  strike  out  all  of  th  ■ 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  U.visl  after  the  word  "spies,"  and  insert 
wb-it  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Yea- 
man]  has  proposed. 

Mr.  Kasson  suggested  this  substitute,  which 
Mr.  D  ivis  declined  to  accept: 

That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  tried  by  court-martial 
or  military  commission  in  any  State  or  Territory  where  the 
Courts  of  the  Uuited  States  are  open  for  any  charge  not 
epjcified  as  an  offence  by  military  or  civil  law,  nor  for 
otifsuces  cognizable  in  said  courts  and  punisliable  by  exist- 
ing civil  law,  except  they  are  persons  actually  mustered  or 
commissioned  or  .-ippointed  in  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  or  rebel  enemies,  or  spies,  or  con- 
spirators in  aid  of  the  rebellion  against  the  United  States 
who  are  charged  with  being  spies,  or  with  being  the  vio- 
latur«  of  military  law. 

Mr.  Davis  subsequently  consented  to  strike 
from  his  amendment  the  words,  "  discharged 
or." 

Mr.  Scuenck'3  amendment  was  rejected — 
ayes  53,  nays  71. 

Mr.  Davis's  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas 
75,  nays  64. 

Mr.  Yeaman  moved  to  add  this  proviso  to 
Mr.  Davis's  amendment,  but  withdrew  it  on 
being  refused  permission  to  explain  it: 

Provided.  That  in  cases  of  murder,  arson,  larceny,  rob- 
bery, malicious  arrest,  false  imprisonment,  assault  and  bat- 
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tery,  maiming,  shooting,  or  stabbing  with  intent  to  kill, 
done  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  or  those  inarmed 
hostility  to  the  laws  thereof,  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  commissioners  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  as  full  and  complete  jurisdiction  as  the 
several  courts  of  the  States  where  any  of  said  crimes  may 
be  done,  with  power  to  inflict  the  same  punishments: 
And  provided  further.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  'prevent  or  re-^trict  courts-martial  of  their 
jurisdiction  of  offenses  against  the  laws  and  usages  of  war, 
committed  by  persons  in  armed  rebellion  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Jenckes  moved  to  add  after  the  word 
"  spies,"  the  words  *'  or  guerrillas  ;"  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbole  with  sundry  amendments, 
Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
adopted  on  his  motion  by  the  Commitee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "  spies,"  as  follows  : 

Or  guerrillas;  and  all  proceedings  hfretofore  had  con- 
trary to  this  provision  are  vacated,  and  all  persons  not  sul>- 
ject  to  trial  under  this  act  by  courts-martial  or  military 
commissions  now  held  under  sentence  thereof,  shall  be 
forthwith  delivered  to  the  civil  authorities  to  be  proceeded 
against  before  the  courts  of  the  United  States  according  to 
law ;  and  all  acts  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

So  that  the  clause  will  read  : 
And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  sliall  be  tried 
by  court-martial  or  military  commission  in  any  State  oi 
Territory  where  the  courts  of  the  United  States  are  open, 
except  persons  actually  mustered,  or  commissioned,  or  ap- 
pointed in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  or  rebel  emissaries  charged  with  being  spies. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  73,  nays  71,  as 
followa: 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C  AlUn,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Beaman,  Bliss,  Boutwell,  Brandegee,  Brooks. 
Broomall,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Dawes,  I)aw.-;on,  Doming,  Dixon,  Edrn,  Eldridr/e,  Eliot, 
Enijli.'h,  Ganson,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grider,  Griswold,  lialej 
Hardin;!,  Benjamin  G,  Harris.  Herrick.  Holman,  Ilotcb^ 
kiss,  Hutchins,  Kernan,  Kin(j,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear  3!arcy. 
ilcKinney,  Middleton.  James  K.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson, 
Noble.  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perliam,  Pmy. 
Price,  Radford,  Alexander  11.  Rice,  Rogers,  iJos^-,  Schenck, 
Scofield,  .Str,«,  Smithers,  Jo/oi  iJ.  »ec?«,  William  G.  Ste'U, 
Slrouse,  Stuart,  Tmvnsend,  Tracy,  Upson,  Ward,  William 
B.  WashbHrn,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph 
W.  Whit^,  Wi>fieM~'Z. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allison.  Arnold,  Ashley,  John  D.  Bald- 
win. Baxter,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boyd,  Chanler,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Frecmau  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Denison.  Drisgs,  Eck- 
ley,  iklgertvn,  ¥nrnsvoTth,  j'lncA-,  Grinnell,  Iligbv,  Hoop- 
er, Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  .Tohu  H.  Hubbard,  Ilulburd,  In- 
gersoll, Jenckes,  Philip  Jfjhnsem,  Kallifleisch,  Kejley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox,  Littlejolin! 
Loan,  Long,  Lnngyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Sam- 
uel F.  Miller,  William  H.  Miller,  Moorhead,  MoiTill,  Dan- 
iel Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  .Myers,  Norton,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Orlh,  Patterson,  Piko,  Pomeroy,  Pruyn,  Sam- 
uel J.  Randall,  William  II.  Kandall,  John  H.  Ivice,  Ed- 
ward H.  Rollins,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Spalding,  Stevens. 
Stiles,  Thayer,  Thonia.s,  EUiliu  B.  Washburne,  Wilson,  Win- 
dom,  Woodbridge,  Worthington,  I'eaman — 71. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  then  agreed 
to — yeas  80,  n^ys  64,  >  s  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Aug^istvs  C. 
Bahhuin,  Bliss,  Boutwell,  Brandegee,  Brooks,  Broomall, 
James  S.  Brown,  Chatler,  Co  froth.  Cox,  Cravens,  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deming,  Denistm,  Dixon, 
Eden,  Elgerton,  Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Ganson,  Gar- 
field, Gooch,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale,  Harding,  Benjamin 
G.  Harris,  Herrick,  Hohiutn,  Hotchkiss,  Hutchins,  Philip 
Johnson,  Kalbjteisch,  Kernan.  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Lnz'nr, 
Le  Blond,  Long,  McKinney.  Middleton,  Wil'inm.  H  Miller. 
James  R.  Mrrris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble.  Odfll,  John 
O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Radfird,  S:nmel  J. 
Randidl,  Alexander  II  Rice,  Rogers,  James  S.  ReAHn:, 
Ross,  Schnnck,  Scott,  Smithers,  John  B.  Steele,  Willijm  G. 
Steele,  Stiles.  Slrouse,  Stuart,  Townsend,  Trai-v,  Ward,  Wel)- 
ster,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winfidd. 
I'eaman — SO. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
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Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boyd,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Frank, 
Grinnell,  Hijrby,  Hooper,  Asahol  W.  Hubbard,  Jrjlin  U. 
Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Kasson,  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox,  Littlejohn, 
Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Jloorbead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Ortli,  Patterson, 
Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  William  IL  Randall,  John  IL 
Rice,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Thayer, 
Thomas,  Cpson,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Wash- 
burn, Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge,  Worthington — 6-t. 

The  Anpropriation  bill  tht  n  passed  the  House 
— yeas  92,  nays  41. 

IN  SENATE. 

March  3 — Mr.  Trumbtll  moved  to  amend 
:he  amendment  so  that  it  would  read  : 

That  no  person  shall  be  tried  by  court-martial  or  mili- 
tary commission  in  any  State  or  Territory  where  the  courts 
)f  the  Unito<l  States  are  open,  except  persons  employed, 
irafted,  erdisteil,  or  actually  mustered  or  commissioned  or 
ippointed  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
states,  orrebel  enemies  charged  with  being  spies. 

Which  was  agreed  to— yeas  25,  nays  4  as 
:bllows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bucl-alew,  Clark,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Harwell, Foster,  Crimes,  Hale,  Hemlriclcs,  Jnhnsnn,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  ilcDrmgalU  Morgan,  Slorrill,  Nesvv'th,  PmocU, 
iamsey,  Riddle,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle, 
(Vade,  Wilson — 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Conness,  Howard,  Nye,  Stewart — 4. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  strike  out 
;he  section  as  amended,  which  was  agreed  to — 
^eas  20,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — SIcssrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
less,  Farwell,  Foster,  Grimes.  Harlan,  Howard.  Howe,  Lane 
if  Indiana,  Morgtn,  Morrill,  Nye,  Ramsey,  Stewart,  Sum- 
ler,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 20. 

Nays — Jlessrs.  Biichalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Hale.  Hen- 
Iricls.  Johnson.  McDour/ull,  yrsmiili,  Powell,  JRiddle, 
Jpraguc,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade — 14. 

The  bill  then  pas.sed — yeas  26,  nays  5. 

The  House  insisted  on  its  action  ;  and  aCom- 
nittee  of  Conference  reported  an  agreement 
ipon  all  the  points  of  disagreement,  except 
vith  regard  to  arre-ts  ;  but  the  hour  of  ad- 
ournment  arrived  before  cither  House  acted 
)n  the  rep'irt,  and  the  bill  fell. 

BAIL    IN    CERTAIN    CASES    OF    .\RBEST. 

February  24 — Mr.  Trumbtll  moved  to  take 
ip  Senate  bill  providing  tor  bail  in  certain 
;ases  of  military  arrests. 

It  provides  that  contractors,  who,  by  the 
sixteenth  section  of  the  act  of  July  IT,  18G2, 
ire  made  subject  to  trial  by  military  tribunals, 
should  be  allowed  bail  when  arresterl. 

Mr.  Powell  offered  tbis  as  a  new  section: 
That  any  officer  in  the  executive,  military,  or  naval  ser- 
fice  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  aiTest  <ir  cause  to  be 
arrested,  any  person  or  persons  not  engaged  in  tho  militjiry 
)r  naval  service  of  tho  United  States,  and  who  is  not  en- 
raged in  tho  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  shall  immo- 
iiately  band  fho  person  or  persons  so  arrested  over  to  tho 
:ivil  authorities  to  have  the  case  investigated  and  tho  par- 
;ies  so  arrested  tried  according  to  law.  Any  officer  en- 
raged in  the  executive,  naval,  or  military  service  of  tho 
United  States,  who  shall  violate  this  section,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  felony,  and,  upon  indictment  and  conviction 
thereof  in  any  court  of  tho  United  States  having  jurisdic- 
tion to  try  and  punish  such  cases,  Khali  be  punished  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  f  500  and  not  exceeding  S10,000,  and 
X)nfinement  in  the  penitentiary  of  not  less  than  one  year, 
3or  more  than  iive  years,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court 
trying  the  samo :  J'rovidcd,  That  nothing  in  this  section 
shall  bo  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  officer  who  shall 
make  an  unlawful  arrest  from  being  prosecuted  in  a  civil 
luit  for  clamages  for  such  unlawful  arrest. 

The  subject  was  debated  aui  laid  aside,  and 
aot  again  reached. 


HABEAS  CORPUS. 

1865,  February  11 — Before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  case 
of  Christopher  V.  Hogan,  confined  in  the  Old 
Capitol  prison,  (upon  charges  of  implication 
in  the  robbery  of  a  paymaster.)  on  whose  be- 
ha'f  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus^wns  issued,  the 
following  return  was  made  by  William  P.  Wood, 
the  keeper  of  the  prison  : 

That  the  body  of  Hogan  is  in  my  possession  ;  that  he 
was  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  authority  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  and  that  I  do  not  produce  this  body 
by  reason  of  the  order  of  the  President  f  f  the  United 
States,  endorsed  upon  said  writ,  to  which  reference  is  here- 
by respectfully  made. 

The  endorsement  of  the  President  is: 

The  within-named  Christopher  Hogan  was  arrested  and 
is  imprisoned  by  my  authority.  This  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus is  suspended, and  the  officer  having  Hogan  in  cugtody 
is  directed  not  to  produce  his  body,  but  hold  him  in  ctis- 
todv  until  further  order,  giving  this  order  in  your  return 
to  the  court.  A.  LINCOLN. 

January  2S,  1865. 

In  the  argument  it  was  contended  that  the 
2d  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1863,  con- 
tained restrictions  on  th^  power  of  suspension, 
one  of  which  was  that  if  a  regular  term  of  the 
proper  United  States  court  should  come  and 
go  without  an  indictment  being  found  against 
the  prisoner,  he  was  entitled  to  discharge  on 
hob' as  corpus.  The  Court  unanimously  over- 
ruled the  point.  Justice  Olin  delivering  the 
opinion.  Justice  Wylio  dissented  from  the  rea- 
soning of  the  opinion,  though  concurring  in 
the  opinion. 

IN  HOUSE. 

1865,  February  11 — .\lr.  Le  Blond  intro- 
duced a  b'll  to  repeal  "An  actrela'ing  to  A  beoi 
corpus,  and  regulating  judicial  proceedings  in 
certain  cases;"  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

February  16 — Reported  unfavorably  from  the 
Committee,  by  Mr.  Wilson. 

PUNISHMENT   OF   AN    EDITOR. 

The  following  paragraph  appeared  in  the 
public  papers,  telegraphed  from  Trenton,  N. 
J.,  February  15.   1865: 

In  the  United  States  Court,  E,  N.  Fuller,  editor  of  TTu 
Newark  Joui-nal,  was  fined  SlOO  for  publishing  article! 
against  the  United  States  Enrollment  Law,  He  pleaded 
guilty  and  made  a  statement  to  the  Court  which  mitigatec' 
his  offence. 

Confiscation. 

In  continuation  of  the  record  on  pages  195— 
203,  and  260,  it  should  be  stated  that  the  prop- 
osition to  repeal  the  clpuse  limiting  confisca- 
tion to  life-estate  was  a  part  of  the  first  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  Freed- 
men's  bill ;  which  was  rej  cted  in  the  Senate. 
February  22,  1865,  (for  which,  see  beyond.) 
There  was  no  direct  vote  on  the  naked  preposi- 
tion in  the  Senate,  and  no  other  vote  involving 
it  in  the  second  session  of  the  Thirty-eighth 
Congress  ;  but  these  proceedings  took  place  : 
IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

1865,  February  22— Mr.  Williams,  from  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  reported  this  bill: 

That  so  much  of  tho  joint  resolution  explanatory  oi 
"  An  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  re- 
bellion, to  seize  and  confiscate  tho  property  of  rebels,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  July  suveutceuth,  eighteen 
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hundred  and  sixty-two,  as  prohibits  the  forfeiture  of  the 
real  cstatoof  rebels  beyond  tlieir  natural  lives,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  That  this  art  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  for^e 
from  and  alter  its  passage. 

February  23 — Mr.  Holman  moved  that  it  b« 
tabled  ;  whicli  was  lost — yeas  52,  nays  61.  Ol 
ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time,  the  yeas  were  67.  nays  54.  A  motion  by 
Mr.  Cox  to  table  it,  when  on  final  passage,  was 
lost — yeas  68,  nays  68,  the  Spe  ker  voting  nay. 
The  bill  then  passed — yeas  73,  nays  72,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beamaii,  Blaine,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Brandegea, 
Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Deniing,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs, 
Diimont.  Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell, 
Hi^by,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  II.  Hubbard, 
Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kellogg, 
Knox,  LittUjohn,  Loan,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  Mc- 
Clurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Jloorhe.ad,  M'.rrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Leonard  Jlyers,  Norton,  Orth,  Patterson,  Pike,  Ponieroy, 
Price,  Alexaniler  II.  Kice.  .lolin  11.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Sliannon,  Shian.  Siiiitliers,  Starr,  >St''vens,  Thnyer, 
Upson,  Van  Viilk<  iiburgh,  EUihu  D.    Washburne.  William 

B.  Washburn,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Woodbridge,  Worthing- 
ton— 73. 

Nats — Messrs.  James   C.  Alien,  Ancnna,  Caily,  Augustus 

C.  Baldwin,  Blair,  BlUs.  Brooks,  Jumes  S.  Brown,  C'havler, 
Clay.  <'<ifl'rntli.  Cox,  Cravens,  Dnwson,  Denisiin,E(te.n,Edger- 
ton.  Eldridge,  English,  Fitick,  Ganson.  Griswold,  Hale, 
Hall,  Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Holman,  Hutchins, 
Hlnlip  Jnlins'^n,  Kidhjlcisch.  Kernan.King,  Lurv,  Luzmr, 
Le  Blond,  L  mg,  Mallory,  Marcy,  McAllister,  William  If. 
ililUr,  .James  If.  Morris,  Morrison,  2s'<lson.  K'lhle,  Odell, 
John  O'NeJll,  Pendlelori,  Perry.  I'nqm,  Bad  ford ,  Samuel 
J.  Rand.U,  Wm.  H.  Randall,  Bogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Kox^. 
John  B.  Steele,  WiUiam  G.  Steele,  Siiles,  Strnuse,  S'uarf, 
Srveaf.  Townscnd,  Tracy,  Voorhecs,  iVadswnrth,  Webster, 
Whaley,  \V:,teler,  Joseph  W.  White,  Winjleld,  Fernando 
Wood,  Ycaman — 72. 

This  bill  was  not  reached  in  the  Senate. 
Military  Legislation. 

AMENDMENT    TO    THE    ENROLLMENT  BILL. 

The  Enrollment  Act  of  March  3,  1865, 
though  lengthy,  cont  ins  no  new  principle,  and 
is  d.  voted  to  dttails.  One  section  (ihe  22d) 
repeals  the  3d  f  ection  of  the  act  of  July  4.  1864, 
which  'uthorized  the  Governors  of  loyal  Slates 
to  send  rrcruiting  agents  to  c-rtiinof  'he  re- 
bellious States,*  (hee  p.  117.)  It  passed  as  re- 
ported irom  the  C  immittee  of  Conference  : 

IN  SENATE, 

Without  a  division. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

The  vote  was — y^as  72,  nays  56,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Baily, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman  ,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Broom- 
all,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Cres- 
well,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dixon, 
Diiggs,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Griswold,  Iligby, 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Jenckes, 
Kassou,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kellogtr,  King,  Litflejohn,  Long- 
year,  Marvin,  McAllister,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller, 
Moorhead,  Morrill,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  BIyers,  Odell, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy, 
Price,  William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  II.  Bice,  John  II. 
Rice,  James  S.  Rollins,  Sehenck,  Scofteld,  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Smith,  Sniithers,   Upson,   Van   Valkenbyrgh,  WiUiam  B. 

♦February  6 — On  an  Enrollment  bill,  Mr.  Buckalew  of- 
fered a  repealing  clause,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  28, 
nays  12,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Buclalew,  Carlile.  Chandler,  Col- 
lanicr.  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris. 
Henderson,  Hendricks,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Nesmitli,  Poivell,  Ramsey,  Richardson,  Saul-bun/, 
Slieruian,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wriglit 

— -.s. 

N\T- — M^-ssrs.  Anthony,  Clark.  Connes?,  Dixon,  Farwell, 
Foster,  Ha  e,  Mcrgau,  jiorrill,  Nye,  Suuuer,  Wilson — 12. 


Washburn,   Williams,  Wilder,   Wilson,    Windom,    Wood- 
bridge,  Worthington — 72. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Bliss,  Boyd,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Clmnler, 
Coffrath,  Cravens,  Bawson,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  English, 
Farnsworth,  Pinck,  GrinnelJ,  Hale,  Cliarlcs  M  Harris, 
Herrick,  Holman,  Hotchkiss,  Ingersoll,  Philip  Johnson, 
Kalhjteisch,  Francis  W.  Kellogg.  Knapp,  Le  Blovd,  Long, 
Mallory,  Marcy,  McKinney,  William  H  Miller,  James  R. 
Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Noble,  Norton,  John  O-Nnill, 
Pendleton,  Perry,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Ros.f,  Scott, 
John  B.  Steele.  Stevens,  Stiles,  Slrouse,  Stuart,  Tracy,  Voor- 
hecs, Ward,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Whaley,  Chilton  A.  White 
—56. 

During  the  consideration  of  the  general 
question,  these  votes  were  taken  : 

IN  SENATE. 

CIVIL    INSTEAD    OF    MILITARY    COURTS. 

February  7 — Mr.  Cowan  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  effect  that  recruiting  agents,  sub- 
stitute Irokers,  or  other  persons  enlisting 
any  insane  person,  &c.,  shall  be  fined  and 
imprisoned  upon  conviction  by  any  "court  of 
the  United  States  having  competent  jurisdic- 
tion," instead  of  by  a  "court martial  or  military 
commission,"  as  the  section  was  reported  from 
the  Military  Committee;  which  was  agreed 
to — yeas  29,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — 5Ies«rs.  BuckaUw,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Famell, Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Uen- 
dfTHou;  Hendricks,  llov:v,Johnsrm,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 
gan, Nesmith.  Poinerov.  I'owell,  Richardson  Riddle,  Srnils- 
bury,Ten  Kyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wright— 
29. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness.  Grimes,  How.ird,  Morrill,  Nye,  Ramsey,  Sherman, 
Stewart,  Sumner,  Wilson — 14. 

NO    SUBSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  as  a  substitute  for 
the  first  section : 

That  "ill  acts  and  parts  of  acts  now  in  force  providing  for 
substitutions,  or  regulating  the  substitution  of  another  for 
a  person  drafted  into  the  military  service,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  repealed. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  7,  nays  31,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Doolittle,  Grimes,  Howe,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Ramsey — 7. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Buekaletv,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Connors,  Cowan,  Darts,  Dixon,  Farwell,  Foot,  Foster,  JIale, 
Ilail.in,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Voim-roy,  Poicell,  Riddle,  Sherman,  Stewart,  Sum- 
ner, Ten  F^yck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wilson, 
Wright— si. 

EXEMPTION  OF    OFFICIALS. 

Jlr.  Hendricks  offered  an  additional  section  : 

That  the  heads  of  Executive  Departments,  judges  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  members  of  Congress, 
during  their  term  of  service,  shall  be  exempt  from  milita- 
ry duty. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  9,  nays  27,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Buckalew,  Davis,  Hendricks, 
Pomeroy.  Powell,  i?!d(//£,  Trumbull.  Wright — 9. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Chandler,  Claik,  Conness.  Cow- 
an, Dixon,  I'arwell,  F'oot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Howard,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Stewart,  Sum- 
ner, Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wilson — 27. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPPiESENTATIVES. 

TO    REPEAL    ALL    CONSCRIPTION    LAWS. 

February  27 — Mr.  Chanler,  of  New  York, 
offerod  this  section  as  an  addition  to  the  13th 
sec  ion  of  the  House  bill: 

That  so  much  of  all  acts  or  p.arts  of  acts  entitled  arts  to 
regulate  and  provide  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  na- 
tional forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  as  authorize  tlii'  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  raise  troops  by  conscription 
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be,  and  hereby  are,  repealed ;  and  that  all  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  inconsistent  with  this  section  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to — yeas  27,  najs  95, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ancona,  BrooTcs,  Clianhr,  Clay,  Denison, 
Edrn,  Edgerton,  EVlruUie..  Bcrjamin  G.  Harris,  Le  Blond, 
Lfmg,  Mallori/,  }Villiam  II.  Miller,  Morrison,  Noble,  John 
O'Ntill,  P,udletoii,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Ror/trs,  Ross,  Sliles, 
Slroiise,  ToiL'ftsend,  M'adsworth,  Chilton  A .  White,  Joseph 
W.  Whitf—Ti. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C  Allen,  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley, 
Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bhiine,  Boyd, 
Brandcp.^e,  Broomall,  Cobb,  Colo,  Cravens,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis  Dawes,  Doming,  Dixon,  Donnelly, 
Drigg-s,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eli  t,jC//(;Zis'(,  Farnsworth,  Frank, 
(7  rj.'.OH,  Garfiebi,  Goocli,  Orider,  Gri<wold,  Hale,  Ilisliv. 
IIijopiT,  Ilotchkiss.  Asaliel  W.  Ifubbanl,  John  II  Hubbard, 
Iliilbnrd,  Itigorsol).  .Toncki  s,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Orlando  Kellogg,  King,  Knox,  La  tear.  Littlcjohn,  Loan, 
Longyear,  Marcy,  Marvin,  McBriile,  McChirg,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Moorhcad.  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myrs, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Oilell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth.  Pat- 
terson, Pcrham,  Pomcroy,  Price.  William  II.  Baiid:ill,  Al- 
exander II.  Rice,  John  II.  Rico.  Edwartl  II.  Rollins,  Schenck, 
Scolt,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Sniitbers,  Spalding,  Stevens,  Th.ayor, 
Tracy,  Upson.  Van  Valkcnburgh,  Ellihu  B.  AVashburne, 
William  B.  Wnshburn,  Wel.ster,  Whaley,  }yher.ler,  Wil- 
liams, Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge,  Worthington 
—95. 

EESOLUTIONS    CONCKRXING    ENROLLMENT. 

IN  SENATE. 
1864,  December  15 — Mr.  Brown  offered  the 
following,  which  was  arreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
the  Militia  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructid  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March  8, 1V92,  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vidn  for  the  national  delcnco  by  establishing  a  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States,"  and  also  the  several 
acts  amendatory  of  the  same,  as  shall  provide  for  the  en- 
rollment of  all  male  citizejis  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five,  resident  in  the  respective  Slates,  without 
respect  to  color;  ami  also  to  submit  such  oilier  provisions 
as  may  tend  more  efficiently  to  orgatd^o  the  militia  system 
of  the  United  States,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

EXEMPTION  OF  THE  CLERGY. 

18G5,  February  G — Air.  Price,  bv  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  the  following,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Whereas  the  genius  and  policy  of  onr  Government  is  op- 
posed to  making  distinctions  between  religious  denomina- 
tions, but  guarantees  ecpial  protection  lo  all  and  exclusive 
privileges  to  none  ;  and  whereas  it  is  alleged  that  certain 
preachers  cif  the  gospel,  belonging  to  some  of  the  churches 
whose  religious  tenets  do  not  bring  them  within  the  scope 
of  the  act  of  February,  1864,  for  "enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  firces,''  have,  since  the  jKissago  of  said  act, 
been  exempted  from  military  duty  after  being  drafted, 
without  complying  with  section  seventeen  of  said  law: 
Therefore, 

Be  it  rcsrlved.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  lie,  and  he  is 
hereby,  diructed  to  inform  this  House  whetlier  any  privi- 
leges liavp  boon  granted  to  the  preachers  of  any  denomi- 
nation of  professing  Christians  whicli  have  been  denied  to 
others,  and  if  so,  wbat  denomination  those  i)ersous  be- 
longed to,  and  also  their  names  andplaceof  residence,  with 
the  reasons  for  making  such  distinction. 

February  8 — Tue  Secretary  of  War  sent  this 
reply  : 

War  Department, 

WAsnisoToN  City,  February  7, 1S65. 
Sir:  I  have  the'honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of 
the  Provost  Marshal  General  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  instant,  in  relation 
to  preachers  of  the  gosi>el.  I  have  no  information  upon 
the  subject  i-efcrred  to  in  the  resolution  except  that  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General,  and  do 
not  know  of  any  privileges  having  been  granted  to  preach- 
ers of  one  denomination  of  professing  Christians  that  have 
been  denied  to  other  denominations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Stcr&lary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Provost  Marshal  General".?  Bureau, 

Washington-,  D.  C,  February  7,  1865. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  Febru- 
ary 6,  I860,  wherein  the  Secretary  of  War  is  "  directed  to 
inform  this  House  whetherany  privileges  have  been  granted 
to  the  preachers  of  any  denomination  of  professing  Chris- 
tians which  have  been  dtnied  to  others,  and  if  so,  what  de- 
nomination these  persons  belonged  to,  and  also  their 
names  and  place  of  residence,  with  the  reasons  for  making 
such  distinction." 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  know  of  no  in- 
stance in  which  boards  of  enrollment  have  exempted  jjreacb- 
ers  of  the  gospel  belonging  to  churches  "whose  religious 
tenets  do  not  bring  them  within  the  scope  of  the  act  of 
Feliruary,  1S64,  lor  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,"  nor  do  I  know  of  any  "privileges  havirg  been 
granted  to  the  preachersof  any  denomination  of  professing 
Clirisliaus  which  have  been  denied  to  others.'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Provost  Marshal  General. 

CONFISCATION  OF  PROPERTY  OF  DESERTERS. 

1864,  December  21 — Mr.  Guinnell  asked,  but 
failed  to  obtain,  leave  to  offer  this  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  report  at  an  early  day  upon  the  expediency  of 
a  law  to  couflscate  for  the  Government,  wlien  practicable, 
so  much  of  tlie  property  of  conscripts  who  have  failed  to 
report  for  duty  as  may  be  required  to  secure  the  services  of 
a  soldier  in  their  stead. 

1865,  January  7 — Mr.  G.  offered  the  resolu- 
tion, aad  it  was  passed. 

FREEDOM    OF     SOLDIERS*     FAMILIES. 

IN  SENATE. 
1865,  January  9 — A  joint  r  solution  passed,* 
with  these  provisions : 

That  the  wife  and  children,  if  any  he  have,  of  any  per- 
son that  has  been, or  may  be,  mustered  into  the  military  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  shall,  from  and  after  its 
passage,  be  forever  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatso- 
ever to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  in di  terndninj; 
who  is  or  was  llie  wife  and  wlio  are  the  childreii  of  an  en- 
listed person,  evidence  that  he  and  the  woman  claimed  to 
be  his  wile  have  cohabited  together,  or  associated  as  hus- 
band and  wife.jHnd  80  continued  to  cohabit  or  associate  at  tho 
time  of  the  enli.'-tuiunt,  or  evidence  that  a  form  orceremony 
of  marriage  (whether  such  marriage  was  or  Mas  not  au- 
thoriwid  or  recognized  bylaw)  has  been  entered  into  or 
celebrated  by  them,  and  that  the  parties  thereto  thereafter  . 
lived  together,  or  associatod  or  cohabited  as  husband  and 
wjlo,  and  so  continued  to  live,  ccdiabit  or  associate  at  the 
time  of  the  enlistment,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  proof  of 
marriage,  and  the  children  born  of  any  such  marriage 
sha.l  bedecmed  and  taken  to  be  the  children  emliraced 
within  the  provisions  of  the  act,  whether  such  marriage 
shall  or  shall  not  have  been  dissolved  at  the  time  of  such 
enlistment. 


•  Headquarters  Department  of  Kentucky, 
Louisville,  Kt.,  March  12, 1S65. 
[General  Orders  No.  10.] 

The  General  commanding  announces  to  the  colored  men 
of  Kentucky  that,  by  an  act  of  Congress  pa.ssed  on  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1SC5,  the  wives  and  children  of  all  colored, 
men  who  have  heretofore  enlisted,  or  who  may  hereafter 
enlist,  in  the  military  servi«o  of  the  Government,  are  made 
free. 

This  act  of  justice  to  the  soldiers  claims  from  them  re- 
newed efforts,  by  courage,  fortitude,  and  discipline,  to 
win  a  gotid  name,  to  be  shared  by  a  free  wif.;  and  free 
children.  To  colored  men  not  in  the  army  it  offers  an 
opportunity  to  coin  freedom  for  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity. 

The  rights  secured  to  colored  soldiers  nnder  this  I.iw 
will,  if  necessary,  be  enforced  by  the  military  authorities 
of  this  Department;  and  it  is  expected  that  the  loyal  men 
and  women  of  Kentucky  will  encourage  colored  men  to 
enlist  in  the  army,  and,  after  they  have  done  so,  recognize 
them  as  upholders  of  their  govi^rnment  and  defenders  of 
thi'ir  homes,  and  oxen  ise  towards  the  helidess  wonivn 
and  children  made  free  by  this  law  that  benevolt nee  and 
charity  which  lias  always  characterized  the  people  of  the 
State. 

By  command  of  Major  Ueuoral  Palmer  ; 

J.  P.  WATSON, 
Capt.  and  A.  A.  A.  G. 
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The  vote  was — yeas  27,  nai  s  10,  as  follows  : 

Teas — Jlessrs.  Anthony.  Br>wn,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness,  Dixon,  Farwfll,  Fdot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Ilale,  Ilarlan, 
Harris,  Ilicks,  IIowc,  Lauo  of  Indiana,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Kamscy,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Van  Win- 
kle, Wade,  Willey,  Wil.-on— 27. 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckalnv.  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Hen- 
dricks, Jo/inson,  JVesmith,  Powell,  SauUhury,  Trumbull — 10. 

February  22 — The  House  passed  it — yeas  74, 
nays  63   as  follows  : 

YE.is — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Baily.  .Tolin  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beanian,  Blaine,  Blow, 
Bontwell,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W  Clark,  Cobb,  Colo, 
Dawes,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Dripgs,  Dumont,  Kckley,  Eliot, 
G afield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  IliKby,  Hooper,  Asaliel  W.  Ilub- 
liard,  John  II.  Hubbard,  Ilulburd,  lugerscjll,  Jenckes, 
Kasson,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox,  Littlejohn,  Loan, 
Longyear,  Marvin,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead, 
Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Anids  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Nor- 
ton. Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perhiim,  Pike,  Pomcroy,  Price, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  Kilward  H.  Rollins, 
Sehenck,  ScoGold,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellilia  B.  Washbnrnf",  William 
B.  Washburn,  Williims,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Worthington — 74. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  AnrMiia,  Augustas  C.Lald- 
tviii,  Bl  sx,  Brooks,  Cliankr,  Clay,  Coffrot/i,  Cox,  Crave7is, 
Heurj-  Winter  Davis,  Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Eilgertoii, 
Eldrii!ge.,  Finck,  Ganson,  Grider,  Griswold,  Hale,  Hall, 
Hardinu,  Ihirrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Ilcrrick,  Kalb- 
Jl'ix'.li,  Kornan,  Knupp,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Mallory, 
McBride,  MrKinney,  William  H.  MiU-r,  James  R.  Morris, 
Morriion,  Ndson,  JVoble,  Odell,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn, 
Rad/ord,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  II.  Randall,  Ross, 
Smitli,  Siuithers,  John  B.  SlceU,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles, 
Strouse,  S:uurt,  Sweat,  Townsend,  Voorh'ees,  Wadsworth, 
Whaley,  Winfitld,  Fernando  Wood,  I'eaman — 63. 

Dining  the  pendency  of  the  resolution  in  the 
Senate : 

18G5,  January  9 — Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky, 
proposed  to  amend  so  as  lo  make  it  read: 

The  wife  and  children,  if  any  he  have,  of  any  person 
who  may  he  hereafter  mustered  into  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  shall,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  be  forever  free. 

Wliich  was  rejected — yeas  6,  (Messrs  Buck- 
alew,  Dav.'s,  Hendricks,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Trum- 
bull,) nays,  32. 

Mr.  Powell  offered  a  proviso  : 

Provided,  That  no  slave  shall  be  emancipated  by  virtue 
of  thi-i  resiihilioH  until  the  owner  of  the  slave  or  slaves  so 
emancipated  sliall  be  paid  ajust  compensation. 

Which  was  rej'  cted — yeas  7,  nays  30  : 

Yeas— Jlessrs.  Bunkalew,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Johnson, 
X'eKiiiilh,  I'owtll,  Sadsbury — 7. 

N.\Y.s— Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Ca-rliU,  Ch.andler,  Clark, 
CoUamer,  Conness,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Farwell,  Foot,  Fos- 
ter, Grimes,  ll.tle,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Ilicks,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  Morgan,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wade,  Willey,  \Vil80n— 
30. 

Mr.  Saulsbury  oflfered  this  proviso,  which 
was  rf'jected : 

Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  this  resolution  shall 
not  apply  to  or  lie  operative  in  any  State  that  has  not  as- 
Bumexl  to  secede  from  the  Union. 

COMPENSATION    FOR    ENLISTED    SLAVES. 

IN  SENATE. 

18G5,  January  25— The  following  resolution, 
offered  by  Mr.  Powell,  was  adopied: 

Resolvd.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  Senate  whether  or  not  he  has  api>ointed  a  com- 
mission in  each  of  the  slave  States  represented  ia  Congress 
'■cliargf-d  to  .iward  to  each  loyal  person  to  whom  a  colored 
volunte.r  may  owe  service  ajust  compensation,  not  ex- 
ceeding :J.30O,  for  each  colored  volunteer,"  as  required  by 
the  twenty-fourth  section  of  the  act  approved  February  ii, 
1804,  cn<itled'-An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  approved  .March  .3,  1.S63:''  and  if  he  has  not  ap- 
point.d  said  commission,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  why  he 
has  not  done  so. 


IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

1865.  January  17 — Mr.  Guider  submitted  tha 
following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  respectfully  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  whether  he  has, 
according  to  the  law  approved  February  24, 1864, appointed 
a  commissioner  in  each  of  the  slave  States  represented  in 
Congress,  to  be  charged  with  the  duty  to  award  to  eaeh 
loyal  person,  to  whom  a  colored  volunteer  may  owe  service, 
"  a  just  compensation,  not  exceeding  i^SOO,"  for  each  such 
colored  volunteer,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  derived  fronr  ; 
commut.atiou  money. 

Resolved  furtJier,  That  he  state  as  near  as  may  be,  the 
amount  of  said  fund,  and  what  further  sum  will  probably 
be  necessary  to  meet  the  requisitions  of  said  law. 

January  25 — The  Secretary  replied  : 

War  Departsient, 
WAsniNGTON  City,  January  25, 1^65. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative! dated  the  I7th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  ap- 
pointmen;  jf  commissioners  in  the  slave  States,  to  award 
to  the  owiers  of  slaves  enlisted  as  volunteers  compensation 
for  (heir  services,  I  have  the  honor  to  say,  in  reply  to  the 
first  branch  of  the  inquiry,  that  commissioners  have  been 
appointed  in  the  States  of  Mtiryland  and  Delaware,  and 
that  in  the  other  slave  States,  by  the  President's  direction, 
no  appointments  have  yet  been  made. 

In  answer  to  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  the  amount  <if  the  commutation 
fund  is  report'>d  by  the  provost  marshal  to  be  $12,170,663  45, 
a  portion  of  which  has  been  assigned  for  the  ijayment  of 
bounties  required  in  raising  new  troops.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  there  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  to  the  owners 
of  slaves  the  sum  allowed  b)'  the  act  of  Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

1865,  February  16 — Mr.  Grider  asked  unan- 
imous consent  to  introduce  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Rrsolvcd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
spectfully requested,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  in- 
terest, to  communicate  to  the  House  why  commi.-sii'ners 
have  not  been  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  Wi.r,  ac^-ord- 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  a  bill  approved  July,  1804,  pro- 
viding for  the  valuation  of  slaves  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  army  in  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri. 

Mr.  Stevens  objected. 

unemployed  generals. 

1864,  December  14 — Tl  e  House  passed  a  bill 
similar  to  that  mentioned  on  page  285,  wi;h 
the  addition  of  a  secti  n  providing  that,  dur- 
ing the  war,  the  provisions  of  the  seciion 
shall  b.^  api^litd  each  month  to  the  general  of- 
ficers— yeas  99,  nays  38,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Anemia,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin, Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blair,  Blow, 
Boutwell,  Boyd,  Braudegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.Clark, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Cravens,  Thomas  T.  Davis, 
Dawes,  Dawson,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donmlly,  Driggs,  Ii;kley,- 
Eilgerton,  Eliot,  English,  Farnsworlh,  /'\/irA-,Garlielil, Grin- 
nell, Griswold,  Hale,  Harrington,  Hiijbv,  Holman,  Hooper, 
IJotchkiss,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John"  H.  Hubbard,  Ilul- 
burd, Ingersoll,  Jenckes,  Kasson,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlan- 
do Kellogg,  Knox,  Luto.  Laznar,  Lt  Blond,  Littlejohn, 
Longyear,  Marvin,  McAllister,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Moor- 
head, Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myeis,  Leonard  My- 
ers, Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Piui- 
eroy.  Price,  Alexander  11.  Rice,  John  II.  Rice,  Edward  fl. 
Rollins,  James  S.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon, 
Sloan,  Smitli,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stuart,  Thayer, 
Thom.as,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Vi itidom,  BenJLi man  Wood.  I'eanmn — 99. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin, 
Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanhr,  Cox,  Denison,  Eden,  Eld- 
ridge.  Ganson,  Grider,  Harding,  Herrick,  Kalbjleisch,  Ker- 
nan.  King,  Knapp,  L-mg,  Maltory,  Marcy,  MrDowell,  Mc- 
Kinney,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Mwris,  Morris  n,  Ko- 
ble,  Norton,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
Ross,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele.  William  G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stiles, 
Townsend,  Wadsworth — 38. 

1865,  January  6 — In  Senate,  the  bill  was  in- 
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dpfinitely    postponed— yeas  28,  nays    8,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Brown,  BucTcaltw,  CarliU,  Clark,  Dixon, 
Dnolittif,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hardinfi,  Harris,  Ilender- 
&OU,  Urmiricks,liic^s,Jolins'in,lja.ti<i  of  Indiana,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  A'esmith,  Pinoell,  Ramsey,  Richardson,  Sauls- 
lury,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wilson— 
28. 

Nats — Messrs.  Conncss,  Davis,  Farwell,  Harlan,  Howe, 
Pomeroy,  Trumbull,  Wade — 8. 

vott;s  of  thanks. 

Congress  passed  several  joint  resolutions, 
tendering  thanks  to  ar  -^y  and  navy  officers 
commauding,  and  to  officers  and  men  uader 
their  command,  upon  which  there  was  generally 
no  divi  ion  called.  Bui  in  the  House,  January 
25.  18G5,  on  a  r  solution  thanking  Major  Gene- 
ral Philip  II.  Sheridan,  a^d  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  the  gallantry,  military 
ekiil,  and  courage  displayed  in  the  then  recent 
battles  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  aad  esp  c'ally 
f  r  their  services  at  Cedar  Run,  October  19, 
1864,  which  retrieved  the  fortunes  of  the  day, 
the  jeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  were — jcas 
131,  nays  2,  as  follows  : 

Teas— Messrs.  Jam^s  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Allison, 
Ames,  Ancona,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blair, 
Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Bronks,  Broomall,  James  S.  Broum, 
William  G.  Brown,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cofrotk, 
Cole,  Cox,  Cravens,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis, 
Dawes,  Demiug,  Denism,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eck- 
Icy,  Edgerton,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Finck,  JFrank,  Ganson, 
G;irfield,  Gooch,  Grider,  OriunvU,  Griswcjld,  Hale.  Hardimj, 
Charles  M.  Harris,  Higby,  Hnlman,  Hooper,  Ilotchkiss, 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes, 
Julian,  Kalhjieisch,  Kassou,  Ktlley,  Kernan,  Kin;j,  Knox, 
L'i:ear,  Littlejuhn,  Loan,  Longyear,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mc- 
■Allistcr,  Mc;Bride,  ^IcCXwrg,  McDnwell,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  William  B.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Mor- 
ris, Morrison.  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myi'i-s,  JS'oble,  Norton, 
Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham, 
Pike,  Price.  Radford.  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H.  Ran- 
dall, Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  H.  Rice.  Robinson,  Rogers, 
Edward  H.  Rollins,  James  .S'.  Rollins.  Ross,  Schenck,  Sco- 
ftahl ,  Scott ,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding, 
John  B.  Stede,  William  G.  Steele,  Stevens.  Slrouse,  Stuart, 
Thayer,  Thoiua-s,  Townsend,  Upson,  Van  Valkeuburgh,  Wads- 
worth,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Web- 
ster, Whaley,  Wlieeler,  Joseph  W.  White,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Ye.anuin — 131. 

Nays— Messrs.  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Chilton  A.  White — 2. 
MILITARY  INTERFERENCE  IN  ELECTIONS. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
1865,  February  22— The  bill  of  the  Senate, 
referred  to  on   pages  315  and  316,  passed  the 
House — yeas  113,  nays  ly  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  .7am«s  C.  Allen,  Ames,  Ancona,  Anderson, 
Arnold,  Bailu,  Augustus  C.  Baldxvin,  Baxter,  Blain",  Bliss, 
Blow,  Boutwell,  Brooks,  Broomall,  CiianUr,  Ambrose  W. 
Clark,  Clwi,  Cnffrnth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deni- 
so;i,  Donnelly,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge, 
Eliot.  English,  Finck,  Ganson,  Gooch,  Grider,  Grinnell, 
Griswold,  Hale,  Hall,  Harding,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles 
M.  /firris,  Herrick,  Higby,  Hdman,  Hooper,  Asahel  W. 
Hubbard,  John  H.Hubbard,  Ilulliurd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes, 
KiiU'jIeisch,  Kasson,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Lata.  Le  Blond, 
Liltlejohn,  Lmg,  Longvear,  Mallory.  Marvin,  McBride, 
McKinnry,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  William  H.  Miller,  Moorhead, 
Daniel  Morris,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  iVelson,  Xohle,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Pat- 
terson, Pendleton,  Perham,  Perry,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Pruyn, 
Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  H.  Randall,  Ale.x- 
ander  H.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  Ross,  Scofield,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart, 
Sweat,  Thayer,  Townsend,  Tracy,  Van  Valkenburgh, 
Voorhres,  Wadsworth,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B. 
Washburn,  Wibstcr,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilson,  Winfield, 
Fernando  Wood,  Wuu.lbridge,  Yeaman—\\Z. 

Nays— Messrs.  Ashley,  Boaman,  Boyd,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Henry  Winter  Diivis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Garfield.  Kelley, 
Knox,  John  H.  Rice,  Schenck.  Sliaun.)u,  Sloan,  Smithers, 
Stevens,  Upson,  Wilder,  Worthington— 19. 


Peace. 

THE    HAMPTON    ROADS    CONFERENCE. 

1865,  February  10— These  messages  from 
President  Lincoln  were  received  and  read  : 

MESSAGE    TO    THE    HOUSE. 
To  the  Hcnm-able  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  response  to  your  resolution  of  the  8th 
instant,*  requesting  information  in  relation  to 
a  conference  recently  held  in  Hampton  Ro  ^ds 
I  h  ive  the  honor  to  state,  that  on  the  day  of 
the  date  I  gave  Francis  P.  Blair,  Senior,  a  card 
written  on  as  follows,  to  wit :  ' 

Allow  the  bearer,  F.  P.  Blair,  Senior,  to  pass  our  lines. 
go  south,  and  return.  a.  LINCOLN 

December  28,  1S04. 

That  at  the  time  I  was  informed  that  Mr. 
Blair  sought  the  card  as  a  means  of  getting  to 
Richmond,  Virginia  ;  but  he  was  given  no  au- 
thority to  speak  or  act  for  the  government, 
nor  was  I  informed  of  anything  he  would  say 
or  do  on  his  own  account,  or  otherwise.  After- 
wards Mr.  Blair  told  me  that  he  had  been  to 
Richmond,  and  had  seen  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  • 
and  he  (Mr.  B.)  at  the  same  time  left  with  me 
a  manuscript  letter,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  12. 1865 
Sir  :  I  have  deemed  it  proper,  and  probably  desirable  to 
you,  to  give  you.  in  this  form  the  substance  of  remarks 
made  by  me,  to  be  repeated  by  you  to  President  Lincoln, 
ic,  4c. 

I  have  no  disposition  to  find  obstacles  in  forms,  and  am 
willing,  now  as  heretofore,  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  the 
restoration  of  peace ;  and  am  i  eady  to  send  a  commission 
whenever  I  have  reason  to  suppose  it  will  be  received  or 
to  receive  a  commission,  if  the  United  States  Government 
shall  choose  to  send  one.  That,  notwithstanding  the  rejeo 
tion  of  our  former  offers,  I  would,  if  you  could  promise 
that  a  commissioner,  minister,  or  other  agent  would  be 
received,  appoint  one  immediately,  and  renew  the  effort  to 
enter  into  conference,  with  a  view  to  secure  peace  to  the 
two  countries. 

Yours,  Ac,  JEFFERSON  DAVIi 

F.  P.  Bl.ur,  Esq. 

Afterwards,  and  with  the  view  that  it  shou'd 
be  shown  to  Mr.  Davis,  I  wrote  and  delivered 
to  Mr.  Blair  a  letter,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

'Washingtox,  yn»7«ary  18, 1865. 

Sir:  Your  having  shown  me  Mr.  Davis's  letter  to  you  of 
the  12th  instant,  you  may  say  to  him  that  I  have  constantly 
been,  am  now,  and  shall  continue  ready  to  receive  any 
agent  whom  he,  or  any  other  influential  person  n.)w  resist- 
ing the  national  authority,  may  informally  send  to  mo,  with 
the  view  of  securing  peace  to  the  people  of  our  one  com- 
mon country. 

_  „  „       Yours,  Ac,  A.  LINCOLN. 

F.  P.  Blair,  Esq. 

Afierwards  Mr.  Blair  dictated  for  and  author- 
ized me  to  make  an  entry  on  the  back  of  my 
retained  copy  of  the  letter  last  above  recited, 
which  entry  is  as  follows  : 

m    ,      ,»    ^,  January  28, 1865. 

To-<lay  Mr.  Blair  tells  me  that  on  the  2l8t  instant  he  de- 
hvered  to  Mr.  Davis  the  original,  of  which  the  within  is  a 
copy,  and  left  it  with  him  :  that  at  the  time  of  delivering 
it  Mr.  Davis  read  it  over  twice  in  Mr.  Blairs  presence  at 
the  close  of  which  he  (Mr.  Blair)  remarked  that  tlie  part 
about  "  our  one  common  country-'  related  to  the  part  o1 
Mr  Davis's  letter  about  "the  two  countries,"  to  which 
Mr.  Davis  replied  that  he  so  understood  it. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Afterwards  the  Secretary  of  War  placed  ia 


*  The  resolution  was  ofl'ered  by  Mr.  Stevens,  and  is  as 
follows : 

Rfsolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  such  inf  )rmatioa  as  he  may  deem  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest  relative  to  the  recent 
conference  between  himself  an<l  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  OampbulL'in  Hiuupton 
Roads. 
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my  bands  the  following  telegram,  indorsed  by 
hiai  as  appears  : 

[Cipher.] 
Office  United  States  Military  Telegraph, 
War  Department. 
The  foUowing  telegram  received  at  Wa^hiugtou,  January 
29, 1865,  from  headquarters  Army  of  James,  6.30  P.  M.,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1865 : 

The  follomug  despatch  just  received  from  Major  General 
Parke,  who  refers  it  to  me  for  my  action.  1  refer  it  to  you 
in  Lieutenant  General  Grant's  absence. 

E.  0.  C.  ORD, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  Army  op  Potomac, 
4  I'.  \].,  January  29,1865. 
The  following  despatch  is  forwarded  to  you  for  your  ac- 
tion. Since  I  have  no  knowledge  of  General  Grant's  hav- 
ing had  any  understiinding  of  this  kind,  I  refer  the 
matter  to  you  as  the  ranking  officer  present  in  the  two 
aimies.  JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major  General  Commanding. 
Major  General  E.  0.  C.  Ord, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James. 
From  Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps,  29th. 
Alex.  H.  Stephens,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  and  J.  A.  Camp- 
bell desire  to  cross  my  lines,  in  accordance  with  an 
understanding  claimed  to  exist  with  Lieutenant  General 
Grant,  on  tlieir  way  to  Washington  as  peace  commissioners. 
Shall  they  be  admitted?  They  desire  an  early  answer,  to 
come  through  immediately.  Would  like  to  reach  City 
Point  to-night,  if  they  can.  If  they  cannot  do  this,  tlioy 
would  like  to  come  through  at  10  A.  M.  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 0.  B.  WILCOX, 

Major  General  Commanding  9t/i  Corps. 
Major  General  Jno.  G.  Parke, 

Headquarters  Army  of  Potomac. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  President  for  such  instruc- 
tiom!  ivs  he  may  be  pleased  to  give. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
January  29—8.30  P.  M. 

It  appears  that  about  the  time  of  placing 
the  foregoing  telegram  in  my  hands,  the  t^ec- 
retary  of  War  despatched  General  Ord,  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

[Sent  in  cipher  at  2  A.  M.,  30th.] 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  January  29, 1S65— lo  P.  M. 
Sir  :  This  Department  has  no  knowledge  of  any  under- 
standing by  General  Grant  to  allow  any  person  to  come 
within  his  lines  as  commissioner  of  any  sort.  You  will  there- 
fore allow  no  one  to  come  into  your  lines  under  such  char- 
acter or  profession,  until  you  receive  the  President's  in- 
structions, to  whom  your  telegram  will  bo  submitted  for  his 
directions.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Major  General  Ord. 

Afterwards,  by  my  direction,  the  Secretary  of 
War  telegraphed  General  Ord  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  10.30  A.  M.,  January  30,  1865. 
Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  President,  you  are  instructed 
to  inform  the  three  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter, 
and  Campbell,  that  a  messenger  will  be  despatched  to  them 
at  or  near  where  they  now  are  without  unnecessary  delay. 
EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Major  General  E.  0.  C.  Ord, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James. 
Aftnrwards  I  prepared  and  put  into  the  hands 
of  Major  Thomas    T.  Eckert   the  following  in- 
structions and  message : 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  January  30, 1865. 
Sir:  Yon  will  proceed  with  the  documents  placed  in 
your  hands,  and,  on  reaching  General  Ord,  will  deliver  him 
the  letter  addressed  to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  then, 
by  General  Ord's  assistance,  procure  an  interview  with 
Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Campbell,  or  any  of  them. 
Deliver  to  him  or  them  the  paper  on  which  your  own  letter 
is  written.  Note  on  the  copy  which  you  retain  the  time  of 
delivery,  and  to  whom  delivered.  Receive  their  answer  in 
writing,  waiting  a  reasonable  time  for  it,  and  which,  if  it 
contain  their  decision  to  come  through,  without  further 
condition,  will  be  your  warrant  to  ask  General  Ord  to  pass 
theu  through,  as  directed  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 


War  to  him.     If,  by  their  answer,  they  decline   to   come, 
or  propose  other  terms,  do  not  have  them  passed  through. 
And  this  being  vour  whole  duty,  return  and  report  to  me. 
Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Major  T.  T.  Eckeri. 


Messrs.  AiEX.  H.  Stephens,  J.  A.  Campbeh,  and  R.  M.  T. 

Hunter: 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  place  this  paper  in  your  hands,  with  the 
information  that  if  you  p.ass  through  the  United  States 
military  lines,  it  will  be  understood  that  you  ilo  so  for  the 
purpose  of  an  informal  conference,  on  the  basis  of  the  let- 
ter, a  copy  of  which  is  on  the  reverse  side  of  this  sheet, 
and  that,  if  jou  choose  to  pass  on  such  understanding, 
and  so  notify  me  in  writing,  I  will  procure  the  command- 
ing general  to  pass  you  through  the  lines  and  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  under  such  military  precautions  as  he  may  deem 
prudent,  and  at  which  place  you  will  be  met  in  duo  time  by 
Bomo  person  or  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  such  informal 
conference  ;  and,  further,  that  you  shall  hare  protection, 
sale  conduct,  and  safe  return  in  all  events. 

THOMAS  T.  ECKERT, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  1, 1865. 

Washington,  January  18, 1865. 

Sir:  Your  having  shown  me  Mr.  Davis's  letter  to  you  of 
the  12th  instant,  you  may  say  to  him  that  I  have  constantly 
been,  am  now,  and  shall  continue  ready  to  receive  any 
agent  whom  he,  or  any  other  influential  person  now  resist- 
ing the  national  authority,  may  informally  send  to  me,  with 
the  view  of  securing  peace  to  the  people  of  our  one  com- 
mon country.  Yours,  &c., 

A.  LINCOLN. 

F.  P.  Blair,  Esq. 

Afterwards,  but  before  Major  Eckert  had  de- 
parted, the  following  despatch  was  received 
trom  General  Grant : 

[Cipher.] 

Office  United  States  5Iilitary  Telegraph, 
War  Department. 
The  following  telegram,  received  at  Washington,  Jan- 
uary 31,  1S65.   From  City  Point,  Va.,  10.30  A.  M.,  Jan- 
uary 30, 1865. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 
The  following  communication  was  received  here   last 
evening : 

Petersburg,  Virginia,  January  30, 1865. 
Sir  :  ATe  desire  to  pass  your  lines  under  safe  conduct, 
and  to  proceed  to  Washington,  to  hold  a  conference  with 
President  Lincoln  upon  the  subject  of  the  existing  war, 
and  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  upon  what  terms  it  may 
be  terminated,  in  pursuance  of  the  course  indicated  by  him 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Blair  of  January  18,  1865,  of  which  we 
presume  you  have  a  copy,  and  if  not  we  wish  to  see  you 
in  prison,  if  convenient,  and  to  confer  with  you  upon  the 
subject.        Very  respectfully  yours, 

ALEXANDER  H.    STEPHENS. 
J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
R.  M.  T.  HUNTER. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  United  Slates. 

I  have  sent  directions  to  receive  these  gentlemen,  and  ex- 
pect to  have  them  at  my  quarters  this  evening,  awaiting 
your  instructions.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieut.  Gen'l  Commanding  Armies  U.  S. 

This,  it  will  be  perce.  ed,  transferred  Gen- 
"eral  Ord's  agency  in  the  matter  to  General 
Grant.  1  resolved,  however,  to  send  Major 
Eckert  forward  with  his  message,  and  accord- 
ingly telegraphed  General  Grant  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

ExECUTrvE  Mansion, 
Washington,  January,  31, 1865. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  City  Point,  Fa.  : 

A  messenger  is  coming  to  you  on  the  business  contained 
in  your  despatch.  Detain  the  gentlemen  in  comfortablei 
quarters  until  he  arrives,  and  then  act  upon  the  message 
he  brings  as  fir  as  applicable,  it  having  been  made  up  to 
pass  through  General  Ord's  hands,  and  when  the  gentlemen 
were  supposed  to  be  beyond  our  Unes.         A.  LINCOLN. 

Sent  in  cipher  at  1.30  P.  M. 

When  Major  Eckert  departed,  he  b»re  with 
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him  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Gen- 
eral Grant,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  30, 1865. 
General  :  The  President  desires  that  you  will  pleasp  pro- 
cure for  the  bearer,  Major  Thomas  T.  Eckert,  an  interview 
witli  Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Campbell,  and  if,  on  his 
return  to  yon,  he  request   it,  pass  them  through  our  lines 
to  Fortress  Monroe,  by  such  route  and  under  such  military 
precautious  as  you  may  doem  prudent,  giving  them  pro- 
tection and  comfortable  quarters  while  thei'e,  and  that  you 
let  none  of  this  have  any  effect  upon  your  movements  or 
plans. 
By  order  of  the  President : 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  Commanding,  tfc. 

Supposing  the  proper  pomt  to  be  then 
reached,  I  despatched  the  Secretary  of  State 
with  the  following  instructions,  Major  Eckert, 
however,  going  ahead  of  him: 

EsEcuTm;  Mansion, 
Washington,  January  31, 1865. 
You  vrill  proceed  to  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  there  to 
meet  and  informally  confer  with  Messrs.  Stephens.  Hun- 
ter, and  Campbell,  on  the  basis  of  my  letter  to  F.  P.  Bluir, 
Esq.,  of  January  18, 1865,  a  copy  of  which  you  have.  You 
will  make  known  to  them  that  three  things  are  indispen- 
Bable,  to  wit: 

1.  The  restoration  of  the  national  authority  throughout 
all  the  States. 

2.  No  receding,  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  slavery  question,  from  the  position  assumed  thereon 
in  the  late  annual  message  to  Congress,  and  in  preceding 
documents. 

3.  No  cessation  of  hostilities  short  of  an  end  of  the  war 
and  the  disbanding  of  all  forces  liostilo  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

You  will  inform  thom  that  all  propositions  of  theirs,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  above,  will  be  considered  and  p;issed 
upon  in  a  spirit  of  sincere  liberality.  You  will  hear  all 
they  may  choose  to  say,  and  report  it  to  mo.  You  will  not 
assume  to  definitelj'  consummate  iinvthing. 

Yours,  &c.,  ABUAIIAM  LINCOLN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  <•/  Stale. 

On  the  day  of  its  date,  the  following  telegram 
was  sent  to  General  Grant : 

[Sent  in  cipher  nt  9.30  A.  M.] 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Feftruary  1,1865. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 

Let  nothing  which  is  transpiring  change,  hinder,  or  de- 
lay your  military  movements  or  plans. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Afterwards  the   following  despatch  was  re- 
ceived from  General  Grant : 
[In  cipher.] 

Office  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph, 
War  Departmkxt. 
The  following  telegram  received  at  WashingtdU  2.30  P.  M. 
February  1,  1805,  from  City  Point,  Virginia,  February  1, 
12.:;0  P.M.,  1865: 

Your  despatch  received.    There  will  be  no  armistice  in 
consecpience  of  the  presinco  of  Mr.  Stephens  and  others 
within  our  lines.     The  droops  are  kept  in  ri'adiness  to  move 
at  the  shortest  notice,  if  occasion  slioulil  justil'v  it. 
U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lintl.  Ganeral. 
Ilis  Excellency  A.  Lincoln,  Pi-esidenl  United  Slates. 

To  notify  Major  Eckert  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  would  be  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  to  put 
them  in  communication,  the  following  despatch 
was  sent : 

War  Depabtment, 
WASniNOTON,  D.  C,  Feln-uary  1,  1865. 
Call  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  put  yourself  under  direction 
of  Mr.  S.,  whom  yon  will  tindtliero. 

A.  LINCOLN. 
Major  T.  T.  Eckert,  care  of  General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  the  follow- 
ing telfgrams  were  received  by  me,  respect- 
ively, from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Major 
Eckert : 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  11.30  P.  M.,  February  1, 1S65 
Arrived  at  ten  this  evening.   Richmond  party  not  here. 
I  remain  here.  WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

City  Point,  Va  ,  10  P.  M.,  February  1, 1865. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln,  Picsident  of  the  United  States:: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  tho  delivery  of  your  commu- 
nication and  my  letter  at  4.15  this  afternoon,  to  which  I  re- 
ceived a  reply  at  6  P   M.,  but  not  satisfactory. 

At  8  P.  M.  the  following  note,  addressed  to  General  Grant, 
was  received  : 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  1, 1865. 
Sir:  We  desire  to  go  to  Washington  city,  to  confer  in- 
formally with  the  President,  personally,  in  reference  to  the 
matters  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Blair,  of  the  18th 
January,  ultimo,  witliout  any  personal  compromise  on  anv 
question  in  the  letter.  Wo  liave  tho  permission  to  do  O 
from  tlie  authorities  in  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully  yoars,  i 

ALEX.  H.  STEPHENS.      L 
K.  M.  T.  HUNTER. 
J.A.CAMPBELL. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant. 

At  9.30  P.M.,  I  notified  them  that  they  could  not  proceed 
further,  unle?s  thoy  comi)lied  with  the  terms  expressed  in 
my  letter.  The  point  of  meeting  designated  in  the  abovo 
note  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  insisted  upon.  Think 
Fort  Monroe  would  be  acceptable.  Having  complied  with 
my  instructions,  I  will  return  to  Washington  to-morrow, 
unless  otherwise  ordered. 

THOS.  T.   ECKERT,  Major,  <£c. 

Oa  reading  tlij  despatch  of  Major  Eckert,  I 
was  about  to  recall  him  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  when  the  following  telegram  of  General 
Grant  to  the  Secretary  of  War  was  shown  me  : 

[In  cipher.] 
Office  United  States  Miutary  Telegraph, 
War  Department. 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Wa^hington  4.35  A. 
M.,  Februurv  2,  1865.  From  City  Point,  \'a.,  Febi-uary  L 
10.30  P.  JL,  1865 : 

Now  that  the  interview  between  Blajor  Eckert,  under hia 
written  instrnctions,and  Mr.  Stephens  and  party  has  ended, 
I  will  state  conlidentially,  but  not  ollicially,  to  become  a 
matter  of  record,  that  I  am  convinced,  upon  conversation 
with  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Hunter,  that  th"ir  intoutiona 
aref;oi)d  and  their  desiri>  sincere  to  restore  peace  and  union. 
I  liavo  not  felt  myself  at  lilp^Mty  to  express  even  views  of 
my  o«n,  or  to.iecouiit  for  my  reticcucy.  This  li.ts  placed 
me  in  an  awkuanl  position,  which  I  could  have  avoided  by 
not  secini^  tliem  in  she  lir^t  iiiNtunci-.  1  tear  now  their  go- 
inir  back  willioi-.t  any  exiirestioii  from  any  one  in  authority 
will  have  a  bad  iiilMeiici;.  .\t  the  .same  lime  I  reeoicni«) 
the  ilillicnllies  in  the  way  of  receiving  llii'se  informal  coni- 
niissioners  at  Ibis  liiiio.  and  do  not  know  what  to  roconi- 
meii.l.  I  am  .sorry,  le^wiver.  tliat  .Mr.  Liiicolii<aniiot  have 
an  interview  wiMi  the  two  named  in  this  despatch,  if  not 
alltliri'e  now  witliin  our  lines.  Their  letter  to  ine  was 
all  that  llie  President's  instructions coiiteniidated  to  secure 
their  sale  conduct,  if  they  liad  used  the  same  language  to 
.Major  EcUcrt.  V.  S.  GRA.NT, 

Lieutenant  General. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

This  dispatch  of  General  Grant  changed  my 
purpose;  and  accordingly  I  telegraphed  him 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  respectively  as  fol- 
lows : 

[Sent  in  cipher  at  9  A.  M.] 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  2,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Grant,  Ci'y  Point,  Virginia: 

Say  to  the  gentlemen  I  will  meet  tliem  personally  at 
Fortress  Monroe  as  soon  as  I  can  get  there. 

A.  LINCOLN. 
[Sent  in  cipher  at  9  A.  .M.] 

War  IIepartment, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  2,  1865. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Fm-tress   Monroe,  Virginia: 

Induced  by  a  dispatch  from  General  Grunt,  1  join  yon  at 
Fort  Monroe  as  soon  as  I  can  conio. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Before  starting  the  following  dispatch  was 
shown  me.     I  proceeded,  nevertheless  : 

[Cipher.] 
Office  U.  S.  Militarv  TEiEORAPn, 
War  Department. 
The  following  telegram,  received  at  WaiiUiugtaii,  Feb- 
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rnary  2,  1865.    From  City  Point,  Virginia,  9  A.M.,  Feb- 
ru  irV  2,  1SG5  : 

[Copy  to  lion.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Wash- 
ington.] 
Uon.  Wm.  II.  Sewa!  D,  Secntary  of  State,  Fort  Monroe: 

TliL'g,entk'racn  liere  have  accepted  the  proposed  terms, 
and  will  leave  lor  I'ort  Monroe  at  9  30  A.  M. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 

On  the  night  of  the  2d  I  reached  Hampton 
PiOid.s  found  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Major 
Eckerc  on  a  steamer  anchored  off  shore,  and 
learned  of  them  that  the  Richmond  gentlemen 
were  on  another  steamer  also  anchored  off  shore, 
in  the  Roads,  and  that  the  yecretary  ot'  State 
had  not  yet  seen  or  communicated  with  them  I 
ascertained  that  Major  Eckert  had  literally 
complied  with  his  instructions  and  I  saw,  for 
the  first  time,  the  answer  of  the  Richmond 
gentlemen  to  him,  which,  in  his  despatch  to  me 
of  the  1st,  he  characterizes  as  "  not  sati  fac- 
tory."    That  answer  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

City  Point,  Viroini.i,  Fehruary  1,  1S65. 
Majop.,  :  Your  note,  delivered  by  yourself  this  day,  has 
been  considered.  In  reply,  we  have  to  say  that  we  were 
furnished  witli  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  President  Lincoln  to 
Francis  P.  IShiir,  Esq.,  of  the  18th  of  January  ultimo, 
another  copy  of  which  is  appended  to  your  note.  Oiir  in- 
structions are  contained  in  a  letter,  of  which  the  following 
\a  a  cojiy : 

RiCHMOSD,  Jimuary  28, 1865. 
In  conformity  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  wliicli 
the  foregohigis  acopy,  you  are  to  proceed  to  Washini^ton 
city  for  inlorniiil  conference  with  him  iipon  the  is^ues  in- 
volved in  the  existing  war,  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
peace  to  the  two  countries 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
Tlie  substantial  object  to  bo  obtained  by  the  informal 
conference  is,  to  ascerUiin  upon  what  terms  tho  existing 
war  can  be  terminated  honorably. 

Our  instructions  contemphite  a  jiersonal  interview  be- 
tween President  Lincoln  and  ourselves  at  Washington  city, 
but  witli  tliise.vpl.inatioii  we  are  ready  to  meet  any  person 
or  persons  tliat  President  Lincoln  m.ay  appoint,  at  such 
place  as  he  may  designate.  Our  earnest  desire  is,  that  a 
justand  honorable  peace  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  we  are 
prepared  to  receive  or  tosuijmit  jiropositions  which  may, 
possiblj',  lead  to  tlio  attainment  of  that  end. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

ALEXANDER  II.  STEPIIENS. 
R.  M.  T.  HUNTER. 
JNO.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
Thomas  T.  Eckert,  Major,  and  A.  D.  O. 

A  note  of  these  gentlem'  n,  subsequently  ad- 
dressed to  General  Grant,  has  already  been  given 
in  Major  Eckert's  despatch  of  the  1st  instant. 

I  also  here  saw,  for  the  first  time,  the  follow- 
ing note,  addressed  by  the  Richmond  gentlemen 
to  Major  P^ckert: 

City  Poixt,  Va.,  Fehmary  2, 1865. 

Major:  In  reply  to  your  verbal  statement,  tliatyourin- 
etiuctions  did  not  allow  you  to  alter  the  conditions  upon 
wliich  a  passiiort  couhl  be  given  to  us,  we  say  that  we  are 
willing  til  pnicee<l  to  Fortress  Monro9,an<l  tlicruto  liaveaii 
inloiiual  cdiilerence,  with  any  person  or  persons  that  Presi- 
dent l.nicdbi  may  appoint, "i>n  the  liasis  of  his  U-tter  to 
Fnuuis  I',  lilair  of  the  IStli  of  .laniiary  ultimo,  <pr  upon 
any  other  terms  or  eonilitions  tliat  lie  may  liereafler  propose, 
not  iiKorisistent  with  theessentiai  principles  of  sell-govei  ii- 
mcnt  and  popniar  rights  upon  which  our  institutions  arc 
fiHirided. 

It  i<  our  earnest  wish  to  ascertain,  after  a  free  inter- 
diange  of  ideas  anil  iuformaiion,  upon  what  jirinciples 
and  li-rniK,  if  any,  a  just  and  liononilde  poace  can  bo  es- 
tablished witlKiut  tho  liirthcr  ellnsion  of  blood,  and  to  coii- 
ti  jliuteour  iiliiioBt  ciTorts  to  accomplish  such  a  result. 

We  think  it  lietter  to  add,  that,  in  accepting  your  pass- 
port we  are  not  to  be  I'.iiderstoi.d  as  committing  onrsolves 
to  anything,  hut  to  carry   to  this  informal  conference  the 
¥ie\ts  and  l"elings  above  expressed. 
Very  respectfully  yours,  Ac, 

"ALE.XANDER  II.  STEPIIENS. 
J.  A.  CA.MI'UIOLL. 
R.  M.  T.  IIL'NTER. 

Thomas  T.  Eckert,  Major,  and  A.  D.  C. 


Note. — The  above  communication  was  delivered  to  me 
at  Fort  Monroe  at  4..00  P  M.,  February  2d,  by  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Babcock,  of  General  Grant's  stuff. 

THOMAS  T.  ECKERT, 

Major,  and  A.  D.  C. 

On  the  morningof  the  3d,  the  three  gentlemen, 
Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Campbell,  came 
aboard  of  our  steamer,  and  had  an  interview 
with  the  Secretary  of  Si  ate  and  myself,  of 
several  hours'  duration.  No  question  of  pre- 
lim-.naries  to  the  meeting  was  then  and  thfre 
made  or  mentioned.  No  other  person  was 
present ;  no  papers  were  exchanged  or  pro- 
duced ;  and  it  was,  in  advance,  agreed  that  the 
couversaiion  was  to  be  informal  and  verbal 
merely. 

On  our  part,  the  whole  substance  of  the  in- 
structions to  the  Secretary  of  State,  hereinbe- 
fore recited,  was  stated  and  insisted  upon,  and 
nothing  was  suid  inconsistent  therewith  ;  while, 
by  the  other  party,  it  was  not  said  that  in  any 
event  or  on  any  condition,  they  ever  would  con- 
sent to  re-union  ;  and  yet  they  equally  omitted 
to  declare  that  they  never  would  so  consent. 
They  seemed  to  desire  a  postponement  of  that 
question,  and  the  adoption  of  some  other  course 
first  which,  as  some  of  them  seemed  to  argue, 
might  or  might  not  lead  to  re-unioii  ;  but  which 
course,  we  thought,  would  amount  to  an  indefi- 
nite postponement.  The  .conference  ended 
without  result. 

The  foregoing,  containing  as  is  believed  all 
the  information  sought,  is  respectful'y  sub- 
mitted. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  February  10,  18G5. 

MESSAGE  TO    THE  SENATE. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  8th  instant,*  requesting  information  con- 
cerning recentconversations  or  communications 
with  insurgents,  under  executive  sanction,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  whom  the  resolution  was  re'erred. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  10,  18G5. 

To  tho  Peesidext  : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion of  tlie  Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  requesting  ■'  the  I'res- 
ident  of  the  United  States,  if,  in  his  opinion,  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  public  interests,  to  furnish  to  the  Senate  any 


*The  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Sum.\er,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  tho  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested, if  in  Ids  opinion  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,  to  furnish  to  tho  Senate  any  information  in  liis 
possession  concerning  recent  convers.itions  or  c  ommuni- 
cations  with  certain  rebels,  said  to  have  been  under  e.\- 
ecutivo  sanction,  including  comnninic.itions  witli  tho 
rebel  Jeflerson  Davis,  and  any  correspondence  relative 
thereto. 

This  amendment,  offered  b)"  Mr.  Saulsburv,  was  rejected: 

And  that  he  he  al.so  requested  to  inlbrm  the  Senate 
whether  he,  or  others  acting  under  his  anthority,  did  not 
require,  as  a  condition  to  reiiQioii,  the  acquiescence  of  said 
persons  mentioned  in  said  resolution,  or  of  tiie  public  au- 
thorities of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  in  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  said  States;  and  also,  wlietlier  he,  or 
those  acting  liy  his  anllii>rily,  did  not  recpilic  as  .i  condition 
to  negotiation  that  the  said  confeilerates  should  lay  down 
their  arms.  And  lliit  ho  bo  r,.,|uesteil  to  in(orm  the  Sen- 
ate inlly  in  releienco  to  overytliing  connecteil  with  or  oc- 
curring in  said  conference  or  coiiferencos  in  relation  to  tho 
subject  matterof  said  conrereiii:os.  Ami  also  that  he  be  re- 
■  iiiesied  lo  state  wlielheror  not  an  armistice  was  not  asked 
lorby  Messrs.  Stephens,  II II  liter,  anil  Campbell,  with  I  he  view 
to  prepare  the  minds  of  tho  Suuthern  peopio  for  i:eace  and 
reunion  o\  tho  States. 
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information  in  his  possession  concerning  recent  conversa- 
tions or  commiinicatioTis  with  certain  rebels,  said  to 
have  taken  place  under  executive  sanction,  includ- 
ing communications  with  the  rebel  Jefferson  Davis, 
and  any  correspondence  relating  thereto,"  has  tlie  Iioiior 
to  report  that  the  Seiate  may  properly  be  referred  to  a 
gpcoial  message  of  the  President  bearing  upon  the  subject 
of  the  resolution,  and  transmitted  to  tlie  House  this  day. 
Appended  to  this  report  is  a  copy  of  an  instruction  which 
has  been  addressed  to  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  envoy 
e.xtraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Loudon,  and  which  is  the  only  correspondence 
found  in  this  department  touching  the  subject  referred  to 
iu  the  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  H.    SEWARD. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  10, 1S65. 


MR.   SEWARD    TO    MR.    ADAMS. 


No.  1258.] 


Depaetment  of  State, 
Washington,  February  7,  1805. 

Sir:  It  is  a  truism  that  in  times  of  peace  there  are  al- 
ways instigators  of  war.  So  soon  as  a  war  begins  there  are 
citizens  who  impatiently  demand  negotiations  for  peace. 
The  advocates  of  war,  after  an  agitation,  longer  or  shorter, 
generally  gain  their  fearful  end,  though  the  war  declared 
is  not  uufrequently  unnecessary  and  unwise.  So  peace 
agitators  in  time  of  war  ultimately  bring  about  an  aban- 
donment of  the  conflict,  sometimes  without  securing  tlie 
advantages  which  were  originally  expected  from  the  con- 
flict. 

The  agitators  for  war  in  time  of  peace,  and  for  peace  in 
time  of  war,  are  not  necessarily,  or  perhaps  ordinarily,  un- 
patriotic in  their  purposes  or  motives.  Results  alone  de- 
termine whether  they  are  wise  or  unwise.  Jhe  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  secured  by  an 
irregular  negotiator,  under  the  ban  of  the  government. 
Some  of  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  bring  about  ne- 
gotiations with  aview  to  end  our  civil  war  are  known  to  the 
whole  world,  because  they  have  employed  foreign  as  well 
as  domestic  agenis.  Others,  with  whom  you  have  had  to 
deal  confidentially,  are  known  to  yourself,  although  they 
have  not  publicly  transpired.  Other  efforts  have  occiirred 
here  wbich  are  known  only  to  the  persons  actually  moving 
in  them  ami  to  this  government.  I  am  now  to  give,  for 
your  information,  an  account  of  an  affair,  of  the  same  gen- 
eral character,  which  recently  received  much  attention 
here,  and  which,  doubtless,  will  excite  inquiry  abroad. 

A  few  days  ago  Francis  P.  Blair,  Esq.,  of  Maryland,  ob- 
tained from  the  President  a  simple  leave  to  pass  through 
our  military  lines,  without  delinite  views  known  to  the 
government.  Mr.  Blair  visited  Richmond,  and  tm  his  re- 
turn he  showed  to  the  President  a  letter  which  Jefferson 
Davis  had  written  to  Mr.  Blair,  in  which  Davis  wrote  that 
Mr.  Blair  was  at  liberty  to  say  to  President  Lincoln  that  Da- 
vis was  now,  as  ho  always  had  been,  willing  to  send  com- 
missioners, if  assured  they  would  bo  received,  or  to  re- 
ceive any  that  should  be  sent;  that  he  Wiis  not  di'sposed 
to  find  obstacles  in  forms.  He  would  send  commissioners 
to  confer  with  the  President,  with  a  view  to  a  restoration 
of  peace  between  the  two  countries,  if  he  could  bo  assured 
they  would  be  received.  The  President  thereupon,  on  the 
isth  of  January,  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Blair,  in  which 
tlie  President,  after  acknowledging  that  lie  had  read  the 
note  of  Mr.  Davis,  said  that  he  Wiis,  is,  and  always  shouhl  be 
willing  to  receive  any  agents  that  Mr.  Davis  or  any  other 
influential  person  now  actually  resisting  the  autliority  of 
the  government  might  s»nd  to  confer  informally  with  the 
President,  with  a  view  to  the  restoration  of  peace  to  the 
people  of  our  one  common  country.  Mr.  Blair  visited  Rich- 
mond with  this  letter,  and  then  again  came  back  to  Wash- 
ington. On  the  29th  instant  we  w«re  advised  from  the  camp 
of  Lieutenant  General  Grant  that  Alexander  II.  Stephens, 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  and  John  A.  Campbell  were  applying  for 
leave  to  pass  through  the  lines  to  Washington,  as  peace 
commissioners,  to  confer  with  the  President.  They  were 
permitted  by  the  Lieuteuiint  General  to  come  to  his  head- 
quarters, to  awjiit  there  the  decision  of  the  President.  Ma- 
JorEckert  w;is  sent  down  to  meet  the  party  from  Rich- 
mond at  Genei-al  Grant's  headquarters.  The  major  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  them  a  copy  of  the  President's  letter 
to  Mr.  Blair,  with  a  note  to  be  addressed  to  them,  and  signed 
by  the  major,  in  which  they  were  directly  informed  that  if 
they  should  be  allowed  to  pass  our  lines  they  would  be  un- 
derstood as  coming  for  an  informal  conference,  upon  the 
basis  of  tlie  aforenamed  letter  of  the  18th  of  January  to 
Mr.  Blair.  If  they  should  express  their  assent  to  this  con- 
dition in  writing,  then  Major  Eckert  was  directed  to  give 
them  safe  cimduct  to  Fortress  Monroe,  where  a  person 
coming  from  the  President  would  meet  them.  It  being 
thought  probable,  from  a  report  of  their  conversation  with 
Lieutenant  General  Grant,  that  the  Richmond  party  would, 


in  the  manr.ir  prpscribcd,  accept  tho  condition  mentioned, 
the  Secretary  of  Stat'i  was  c  barged  by  the  President  witli  the 
duty  of  representing  this  government  in  the  expecteil  in- 
formal conference  The  Secretary  arrived  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe iu  the  night  of  the  first  day  of  February.  Major  Eckert 
met  him  in  the  morning  of  the  second  of  February  with 
the  information  that  the  persons  who  had  come  from  Rich- 
mond had  not  accepted,  in  writing,  the  condition  upon 
which  he  was  allowed  to  give  them  conduct  to  Fovtress 
Monroe.  The  major  had  given  the  same  informati(  n  by 
telegraph  to  the  President,  at  Washington.  On  receiving 
this  inform;ition,  the  President  prepared  a  telegram  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  to  return  to  Washington.  The  Secretary 
was  preparing,  at  the  same  momt  nt,  to  so  return,  without 
waiting  for  instructions  from  the  President;  but  at  thi.^ 
juncturi'  Lieutenant  General  Grant  telegraphed  to  the  Seo- 
retary  of  War,  as  well  as  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the 
party  from  Richmond  had  reconsidered  and  accepted  the  con- 
ditions tenilered  them  through  Major  Eckerr,  and  General 
Grant  urgently  advi-^ed  the  President  to  confer  in  person 
with  the  Richmond  party.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
Secretary,  by  the  President's  direction,  remained  at  For- 
tress Monroe,  and  the  President  joined  him  there  on  the 
night  of  the  2d  of  February.  The  Richmond  party  wa.s' 
brought  down  the  James  river  iu  a  United  States  steam 
transport  during  the  day,  and  the  transport  was  anchored 
iu  Hampton  Roads. 

On  tlie  morning  of  tho  3d  the  President,  attended  by  the 
Secretary,  received  Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Camp- 
bell on  board  the  United  ^^tates  steam  trans|iort  River 
Queen,  in  Hampton  Roads.  The  conference  was  altogether 
informal.  There  was  no  attendance  of  secretaries,  clerks, 
or  other  witnesses.  Nothing  was  written  or  read.  Tho 
conversation,  although  earnest  and  free,  was  c.ilm,  and 
courteous,  and  kind  on  both  sides.  The  Richmond  party 
approached  the  discussion  rather  indirectly,  and  at  no  time 
did  they  either  make  categorical  demands,  or  tender  for- 
mal stipulations,  or  absolute  refusals.  Nevertheless,  du- 
ring the  conference,  which  lasted  four  hours,  the  several 
points  at  issue  between  the  government  and  tho  insur- 
gents were  distinctly  raised,  and  discussed  fully,  intelli- 
gently, and  in  an  amicable  spirit.  What  the  insurgent 
party  seemed  chiefly  to  tavor  was  a  postponement  of  the 
question  of  separation,  upon  which  the  war  is  waged,  and 
a  mutual  direction  of  efforts  of  the  government,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  insurgents,  to  some  extrinsic  policy  or  scheme 
for  a  season,  during  which  passions  might  be  expected  to 
subside,  and  the  armies  be  reduced,  and  trade  and  inter- 
course between  the  people  of  both  sections  resumed.  It 
Wiis  suggested  by  them  that  through  such  postponement 
wo  might  now  have  immediate  peace,  with  simie  no;  very 
certain  prospect  of  an  ultimate  satisfactory  adjustment  ot 
political  relations  between  this  government  and  the  States, 
section,  or  people  now  engaged  in  conflict  with  it. 

This  suggestion,  though  deliberately  considered,  ^va8 
nevertheless  regarded  liy  the  President  as  one  of  armist- 
tice  or  truce,  and  he  announced  that  we  can  agree  to  no 
cessation  or  suspension  of  hostilities,  except  on  the  basis 
of  tho  disbandmentof  the  insurgent  forces,  and  the  resto- 
ration of  the  national  authority  throughout  all  the  States 
in  tho  Union.  Collaterally,  and  iu  subordination  to  Xhs 
proposition  which  was  thus  announced,  the  anti-slavery 
policy  of  the  United  States  was  reviewed  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, and  the  President  announced  that  he  must  not  be 
expected  to  depart  from  the  positions  he  had  heretofore  as- 
sumed ill  his  proclamation  of  emancipation  and  other  doc- 
uments, as  these  positions  were  reiterated  in  his  last  .lu- 
uual  message.  It  was  further  declared  by  the  President 
that  the  complete  restoration  of  tho  national  authority 
everywhere  was  au  indispensable  condition  of  any  assent 
on  our  part  to  whatever  form  of  peace  might  be  proposoil. 
The  President  assured  the  other  p.arty  that,  while  he 
must  adhere  to  tlnse  positions,  he  would  be  prep  i red,  so 
fariis  power  is  lodged  with  the  Executive,  to  exercise  liber- 
erality.  His  power,  however,  is  limited  by  the  Consti  tution : 
and  when  peace  should  be  made.  Congress  must  necessarily 
act  in  regard  toappropriationsof  money  and  to  the  ailmission 
of  representatives  liom  the  insurrectionary  States.  The 
Richmond  party  were  then  informed  that  Congress  had,  on 
the  31st  ultimo,  adopted  by  a  constitutional  majority  a  joint 
resolution  submitting  to  the  several  States  the  proposition 
toaboli-h  slavery  throughout  the  Union,  and  that  there  is 
every  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  be  soon  accepted  by 
three-fourths  of  the  States,  so  as  to  become  a  part  of  the 
national  organic  law. 

The  conferenct!  came  to  an  end  by  mutual  acquiesence, 
without  producing  an  agreement  of  views  upon  th(!  several 
matters  discussed,  or  any  of  them.  Nevertheless,  it  is  per- 
haps of  some  importance  that  we  have  been  able  to  submit 
our  opinions  and  views  directly  to  prominent  insurgents, 
and  to  hear  them  iu  answer  in  a  courteous  and  not  un- 
friendly manner. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAfill 
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DAVIS'S    ACCOUNT   OF  THE    CONrERENCE. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Itepresentativei  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America  : 

Having  recPntly  received  a  written  notification  which 
etitisfieil  me  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
disposed  to  confer  informally  with  unofficial  agents  which 
Uiight  be  sent  liy  me,  with  a  view  to  the  restoration  of 
peace,  I  requested  the  Hon.  Alexander  11.  Stephens,  the 
Uon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  and  the  Hon.  John  A.  Campbell 
to  proceed  through  our  lines  and  to  hold  conference  with 
Mr  Lincoln, or  any  one  he  might  depuie  to  rei)resent  him. 
I  liiTev.-it:i  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
repnrt  ol  Ihe  eminent  citizens  above  named,  showing  that 
tiieen  'iny  rel'u^^ed  to  enter  into  negotiation.s  with  the  Con- 
f -d.-nite  St.i'.es,  or  any  one  of  them  separately,  or  to  give 
ti  our  pi-npl''  any  other  terms  or  guaranties  than  tliose 
wliicli  tlie  coU(iueror  may  grant,  or  to  permit  us  to  h.-ive 
peaceon  a:iyo  her  basis  than  our  unconditional  submission 
to  their  rule,  coupled  with  the  acceptance  of  their  recent 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  relations  between  the  white 
and  black  population  of  each  Stat  .  Such  is,  as  I  under- 
S  and,  tlie  effLCt  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
whi'-h  has  been  adopted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  JEbKERSON  DAVIS. 

Executive  Office,  Ricumond,  Feb.  6,  lo6o. 

Richmond,  Va.,  Feb.  5, 1865. 
To  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Sir:  UoUer  your  letter  of  appointment  of  the  28th  ult , 
we  proceeded  to  seek  an  "informal  conference"  with 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  Sia'es,  upon  the 
subject  mentioned  in  the  letter.  The  conference  was 
granted,  and  took  place  on  the  3d  instant,  on  board  of  a 
steamer  in  Hampton  Roads,  where  we  met  President  Lin- 
coln and  the  lion.  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the 
United  States.  It  continued  for  several  hours,  and  was 
both  full  and  explicit. 

We  learned  from  them  that  the  message  of  President 
Lincoln  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  December 
last  explains  clearly  and  distinctly  his  sentiments  as  to  the 
terms,  conditions,  and  method  of  proceeding  by  which 
peace  can  be  secured  to  the  people,  and  we  were  not  iu- 
lormed  that  they  would  be  modified  or  altered  to  obtain 
that  end.  We  understand  from  hiui  that  no  terms  or  pro- 
posals of  any  ti'eaty  or  agreement  looking  to  an  ultimate 
settlement  would  bo  entertained  or  nuvde  by  him  with  the 
Confederate  States,  because  that  would  be  a  lecognition  of 
their  existence  as  a  separate  power,  which,  under  no  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  done;  and  for  like  reasons  th:it  no 
such  terms  Avould  be  entertained  by  him  from  the  States 
separately ;  that  no  extended  truce  or  armistice  (as  at  pres- 
ent advised)  would  be  granted,  without  a  satisfactory  as- 
surance in  advance  of  a  complete  restoration  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  over  all  places  within  the  States 
of  the  Confederacy. 

Tliat  whatever  consequence  may  follow  from  the  re- 
establishment  of  that  authority  must  be  accepted;  butthat 
Individuals  tubject  to  pains  and  penalties  imiler  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  might  rely  upon  a  very  liberal  use  of 
the  power  confided  to  him  to  remit  those  pains  and  penal- 
ties if  peace  be  restored. 

During  the  conference  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  adopted  by  Congress  on 
the  31st  ultimo,  was  brought  to  our  notice.  This  amend- 
ment declares  that  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude, except  for  crimes,  should  exist  within  the  United 
States,  or  any  place  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  that  Con- 
gress should  have  power  to  enforce  this  amendment  by  ap- 
propriate legislation.* 

Of  all  the  correspondence  that  preceded  the   conference 

*  Letter  from  General  Grant  in  18G2,  on  reconstruction  : 
VicKSBURG,  Mississippi, 

August  30,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  B.  Washburne  : 

Dear  Sir  :  *  *  *  The  people  of  the  North 
need  not  quarrel  over  the  institution  of  slavery.  What 
Vice  President  Stephens  acknowledges  the  corner-stone  of 
the  Confederacy  is  already  knocked  out.  Slavery  is  already 
(lead  and  cannot  be  resurrected.  It  would  take  a  standing 
artny  to  maintain  slavery  in  the  South,  if  we  were  to  make 
peace  to-day,  guaranteeing  to  the  South  all  their  former 
constitutional  privileges.  I  never  was  an  abolitionist ;  not 
even  what  coiild  be  called  anti-slavery;  but  I  try  to  judge 
fairly  and  honestly,  and  it  became  patent  to  my  mind  early 
in  the  rebellion,  that  the  North  and  South  could  never  live 
at  peace  with  each  other  except  as  one  nation,  and  that 
without  slavery.  As  anxious  as  I  am  to  see  peace  estal> 
lished,  I  would  not,  therefore,  be  willing  to  see  any  settle- 
ment until  this  question  is  forever  settled. 
Your  sincwe  friend, 

U.  S.  GRANT. 


herein  mentioned,  and  leading  to  the  same,  you  have  here- 
tofore been  informed. 

Very  respectluUy,  your  obedient  servants, 

ALKX.  II.  STEPHENS, 
R.  M.  T.  IIINTCR, 
JOHN  A.  CAMl'liELL.f 


D.WIS    AND     THE    EICHMOND    ADMINISTRATION    OS 
PEACE. 

February  6 — A  pub'ic  meeting  was  h-ld  in 
Piichmond,  to  respond  to  the  lerms  of  peace 
ofl'  red  by  Davis.  Kev.  Dr.  Burrows,  of  t-  e  Bap- 
tiat  Church,  made  an  op  ning  prayer.  Gover- 
nor Smith  spoke,  foUuwed  by  Jeffarson  Davis, 
vrhose  .«p  ech  is  thus  r^porred  ia  the  Ri^limond 
Dispatch  of  the  7th  : 

Upon  the  stiTypct  of  the  recent  Peace  Commission,  Presi- 
dent Davis  said  that  for  himself  he  had  never  entertained 
much  hope  of  effecting  honorable  terms  so  long  as  our  cause 
was  meeting  with  reverses;  but  under  the  circumstances, 
when  semi-oilJcial  representation  had  so  frequently  visited 
our  government,  intimating  that  negotiations  might  result 
in  a  .satisfactory  adjustment  of  our  ilifiBculties,  when  it  was 
plain  that  the  sufferings  of  the  people  dictated  that  every 
eftort  im  his  part  should  be  made  to  bring  about  a  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  as  he  had  always  d  ne, 
to  appoint  those  whom  he  regarded  as  among  the  best  men 
wo  h.id,  who  were  most  calculated  to  heal  the  existing 
breach  which  severed  us,  and  obtain  that  independence  for 
tlio  Confeileracy  from  the  Federal  government  which  no 
other  power  on  the  face  of  earth  but  Yankees  would 
think  of  denying.  As  to  conditions  of  peace.  President 
Davis  emphatically  asserted  that  none  save  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Confederaoy  could  eviT  receive  his  sanction. 
He  had  embarked  in  tlie  cause  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  tremendous  odds  against  us.  Rut  with  the  approval 
of  a  just  Providence,  which  he  conscientiously  believed 
was  on  our  side,  and  a  united  resolve  of  our  people, 
he  doubted  not  that  victory  woidd  yi^t  crown  our  la- 
bors. In  his  Correspondence  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  that  func- 
tionary had  alwaj's  spoken  of  the  United  States  and  Con- 
federacy as  our  afflicted  country;  but  in  his  replies  he 
— the  speaker — had  never  failed  to  refer  to  them  as  separate 


f  Intercepted  letter  of  John  A.  Campbell : 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Dj:pabtji£nt,  Richmond,  Va.. 

Septmnber  13,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  was  received 
to-day.  Your  appointment  has  been  made,  and  the  com- 
mission sent  to  Madi-ion,  Georgia.  It  is  difficult  to  form 
any  opinion  as  to  prospects  before  us.  It  is  very  app.arcnt 
that  the  people  in  both  sections  of  the  late  Union  earnestly 
desire  peace,  and  that  the  principal  dilKculty  lies  in  the 
settlement  of  the  tei'ins.  The  sentiment  of  the  Northern 
1  eople  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  Union  has  been  con- 
stantly growing,  especially  among  the  better  classes  of  the 
population.  They  liave  discovered  that  alone  they  will  be 
the  victims  of  a  turbulent  Democracy,  who  have  no  control 
over  themselves  and  will  exact  no  responsibility  from  their 
leaders  as  rulers.  They  are  not  willing  to  rely  upon  their 
own  capacity  to  govern  themselves.  With  Union  tin's  class 
would  make  peace  on  any  terms  and  would  modify  their  Con- 
stitution to  meet  our  views.  But  this  is  not  the  governing 
class  at  the  North,  and  I  do  not  see  that  any  modification 
cf  their  Constitution  can  be  made,  nor  how  any  guaranties 
can  be  given.  Any  peace  on  the  terms  of  Union  will  have 
to  be  made  on  the  terms  of  their  present  Union.  No  ad- 
ministration at  the  North  can  offer  more  or  could  fulfill 
any  agreement  to  do  more.  The  issue ,  therefore,  that  is 
presented  to  us,  is  a  return  to  the  conditions  of  1S60,  or  in- 
dependence. In  my  judgment  all  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion in  any  other  form  is  a  useless,  if  not  a  pernicious  dis- 
cussion. I  do  not  think  that  any  considerable  party  at  the 
North  is  prepared  to  adipt  the  alternative  we  propose,  and 
no  considerable  party  at  the  South  is  prepared  to  adopt  the 
alternative  proposed  by  our  enemies  I  am  not.  there- 
fore, yet  hopeful  of  peace.  But  events  seem  to  be  hasten- 
ing onward  towards  a  termination  of  the  war,  and  in  the 
termination  of  the  war,  a  solution  of  the  terms  of  a  settle- 
ment must  take  place.  I  do  not  venture  to  predict  what 
that  settlement  will  be.  A  civil  commotion  at  the  North — 
defeats  of  our  arniies^lefeats  of  the  Northern  armies  will 
affect  these.  None  can  decide  when  any  of  these  events 
may  occiu'.  I  fear  that  my  answer  will  not  be  very  satis- 
factory. But  I  cannot  reduce  the  question  of  peace  to  the 
category  of  the  "  How." 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
Mr.  Joel  A.  Bellups, 
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and  distinct  governments,  and  sooner  than  \re  sliould  ever 
be  united  again  he  would  be  willing  tp  yield  up  everything 
he  had  on  earth,  and  if  it  were  possible  would  tacritice  a 
thousand  lives  before  he  would  succumb. 

He  concluded  by  exhorting  those  at  home  who  are  able  to 
beiir  arms  to  unite  with  tliose  already  in  the  army  in  re- 
pelling the  foe,  believing  that  thereby  we  would  compel 
the  Yankees  in  less  than  twelve  mouths  to  petition  us  lor 
peace  upon  our  own  terms. 

These  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Wlienas,  The  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  in  concert  with 
other  American  States,  did,  in  the  year  1776,  solemnly  set 
forth  that  wlien  any  form  of  government  becomes  des- 
tructive of  the  happiness  or  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  people  to 
alter  or  abolish  it,  in  pursuance  whereof  they  did  de- 
clare themselves  independent  States;  and  whereas,  her 
separate  independence,  and  tliat  of  the  co-acting  States,  was 
afterwards  acknowledged  by  the  world ;  and  whereas,  Vir- 
ginia did  subsequently  form  with  other  States  a  common 
Government  or  agency  for  the  management  of  their  foreign 
affairs  and  other  specified  general  purposes,  wliich  said  com- 
mou  Government  or  agency,  received  no  other  or  further 
recognition  by  foreign  powers  than  as  representatives  of 
the  several  State  sovereignties  already  recognized;  and 
whereas,  Virgiuia, in  entering  into  this  association  of  fede- 
ration, did  expressly  reserve  for  herself,  and  therefore  for 
her  co-States,  co-States'  rights  which  attached  to  the  act  it- 
self of  resuming  the  powers  whensoever  thesame  might  be 
perverted  to  their  injury  or  oppression  ;  and  whereas,  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia  did  in  sovereign  convention,  in 
April,  1S61,  decide  and  determine  that  circumstances  had 
ariived  which  made  it  lier  imperative  duty,  as  it  was  her 
indisputable  right,  to  withdraw  from  the  association  known 
as  the  United  States  of  America,  and  resume  her  separate 
sovereignty  ;  and  whereas,  this  legitimate  act  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  an  atrocious  war  upon  her  and  upon  the  States 
with  wliich  she  subsequently  formed  a  new  confederation,  by 
the  States  from  which  she  and  they  withdrew,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  subjecting  her  and  them  to  the  absolute  and  tyran- 
nical domination  of  the  United  States;  and  whereas,  after 
four  years  of  hostilities,  conducted  on  the  part  of  our  en- 
emies with  a  barbarity  equalled  only  by  the  wickedness  of 
their  designs,  their  authorities  did  invite  a  conference  with 
a  view  to  the  establishment  of  peace,  which  invitation  was 
responded  to  by  tho  Confederate  authorities  ;  and  wliereas, 
it  appears  from  tho  report  of  the  Confederate  Commission- 
ers to  said  conference  that  it  was  declared  on  the  part  of 
our  enemy  that  nothing  should  terminate  the  existing  war 
hut  our  unconditional  submission  to  Iheir  yoke,  and  tho  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  absolute  authority;  that  their  laws 
for  the  confiscation  of  our  property  and  execution  of  our 
citizens  should  be  enforced  by  tho  judges  and  other  officers 
whom  they  would  appoint  for  that  purpose;  (hat  the  only 
palliation  of  our  wretchedness  should  be  the  voluntary 
mercy  of  those  who  for  four  years  have  murdered  our  peo- 
ple and  ravaged  our  homes  ;  that  our  social  system  shall 
be  immediately  upturned  and  hereafter  regulated  at  their 
will  :  that  the  uniform  which  our  soldiers  have  made  so 
honorable  must  be  stripped  from  their  persons,  and  the 
flag  under  which  they  have  so  often  marched  to  victory 
must  be  trailed  in  the  dust  and  thrown  away  forever;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  citizens  here  assembled,  do 
spurn  with  tho  indignation  due  to  so  gross  an  insult, 
the  terms  on  which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  proffered  jieace  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

Resolved,  That  the  circumstances  under  which  that 
proffer  has  been  made  add  to  tho  outrage,  and  stamp  it 
as  a  designed  and  premeditated  indiguity  to  our  people. 

Resolved,  That  our  profoundest  gratitude  is  due  to  the 
soldiers  who  for  lour  years  have  maintained  our  liberties 
against  the  utmost  efforts  of  our  enemies,  and  that  while 
we  look  to  them  to  illustrate  in  future  feats  of  the  past,  we 
will  sustain  their  efforts  by  every  means  and  resource  at 
our  command. 

Resolved,  That  in  His  presence,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  reverently  iuvolting  thereto  the  aid  of  Almighty 
God,  we  renew  our  resolve  to  maintain  our  liberties  and 
independence;  and  to  this  we  mutually  pledge  our  lives, 
our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor. 

Febraary  9 — A  war  meeting  was  held  in 
Richmond,  at  which  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  presid- 
ed. Secretary  Benjamin,  Hugh  W.  Sheffey,  and 
others  spoke.  The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  : 

Whereas,  While  tho  existing  war  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Confederate  States  has  been  and  still  is  a  war 
of  conquest  on  tho  part  of  the  former,  it  has   been  waged 


by  the  latter  in  defence  of  life,  liberty,  and  property, 
and  to  secure  the  right  of  self-government  for  the  people; 
and 

iVhereas,  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
cently declared  that  there  is  no  government  or  authfirity, 
either  State  or  Confederate,  within  the  Confederate  States, 
with  which  he  can  make  any  terms,  and  that  there  c.;n  be 
nopeai:e  until  the  Coi  federate  States  shall  lay  down  their 
arms  and  submit  to  the  authority  of  the  Government  ot 
the  United  States,  and  accept  the  laws  of  the  same,  some 
of  whith  threaten  our  people  with  all  that  is  degrading  in 
subjugation,  and  all  that  is  cruel  in  conquest;  now,  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  First,  That  the  events  which  have  occurred 
during  the  progress  of  the  warhave  bntconfirmedourorigi- 
nal  determination  to  strike  fot  our  independence,  and  th.tt, 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  we  will  never  lay  down  our  arma 
until  it  shall  have  been  won.  [Wild  and  long  continued 
cheering  followed  the  reading  ot  this  resolution.] 

Srcondt;/,  That  as  we  believe  our  resources  to  be  suffi- 
cient lor  the  purpose,  wo  do  not  doubt  that  we  shall  con- 
duct the  war  successfully,  and  to  that  issue,  and  we  hereby 
invoke  the  people,  in  the  name  of  the  holiest  of  all  causes, 
to  spare  neither  their  blood  nor  their  treasure  in  its  mainte- 
nance and  support. 

Thirdly,  That  we  tender  our  thanks  to  our  soldiers  in 
the  field  for  their  noble  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  country,  itg 
rights  and  its  lil)erties,  and  take  this  occasion  to  .assure  them 
tliat  no  effort  of  ours  shall  be  spared  to  assist  them  in 
maintaining  tho  great  cause  to  which  we  hereby  devote 
ourselves  and  our  all. 

CORKESPONDENCE  OF  GENS.  LEE  AND  GRANT,  ON  A 
MILITARY  CONVENTION. 

RiCHMOJfD,  Va.,  March  13, 1865. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  copies  of  the 
correspondence  referred  to  in  my  message  of  this  date,  fn 
regard  to  the  proposed  conference  to  adjust  terms  of  peace 
by  means  of  a  military  convention. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
IlEABQU.iuTERS  C.  S.  ARMIES,  March  2, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  United  States  Armies: 

General:  Lieut.  Gen.  Longstreet  has  informed  me  that, 
in  a  recent  conversaHoa  between  himself  and  Maj.  Cen. 
Ord,  as  to  tho  possibility  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  ad- 
justment of  the  present  unhappy  difficulties  by  means  of  a 
military  convention,  Gen.  Ord  stated  that  if  I  desired  to 
have  an  interview  with  you  on  the  subject,  you  would  not 
decline,  provided  I  had  authority  to  act.  Sincerely  desir- 
ing to  leave  nothing  untried  which  may  put  an  end  to  the 
calamities  of  war,  I  propose  to  meet  you  at  such  convenient 
time  and  place  as  you  may  designate,  with  tho  hops  that, 
upon  an  interchange  of  view-,  it  may  be  found  practicable 
to  submit  the  subjects  of  controversy  between  tho  bellig- 
erents to  a  convention  of  the  kind  mentioned. 

In  such  event,  I  am  authorized  to  do  whatever  the  result 
of  the  proposed  interview  may  render  necessary  or  advisar 
ble.  Should  you  accede  to  this  proposition,  1  would  sug- 
gest that,  if  agreeable  to  you.  we  meet  at  the  place  selected 
by  Gens.  Ord  and  Longstreet  for  the  interview,  at  II  A.  M. 
on  Monday  next. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  LEE,  General. 
Headquarters  Armies  U.  S.,  March  4, 1865. 
Gen.  K.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Armies: 

General  :  Your  two  letters  of  the  2d  instant  were  re- 
ceived yesterday.  In  regard  to  any  apprehended  misun- 
derstanding in  reference  to  the  exchange  of  political  priu- 
oners,  I  think  there  need  be  none.  Gen.  Ord  or  Gon.  Long- 
street  hiis  probably  misunderstood  what  I  said  to  the  former 
on  the  subject,  or  I  may  have  failed  to  make  myst-lf  un- 
derstood, possibly.  A  few  days  before  the  interview  be- 
tween Generals  Longstreet  and  Ord,  I  had  received  a  des- 
patch from  Gen.  Hoffman,  Commissary  General  of  Pris- 
oners, stating  in  substance  that  all  prisoners  of  war  who 
were  or  had  been  in  close  confinement  or  irons,  whether 
under  charges  or  scntunces,  had  been  ordered  to  City  Point 
•for  exchange.  I  forwarded  the  suVistance  ef  that  despatch 
to  Lieut.  Col.  Mulf 'rd.  Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange,  and 
presumed  it  probable  that  he  had  communicated  it  to  Cot 
Robert  Ould.  A  day  or  two  after,  an  offender,  who  waa 
neither  a  prisoner  of  war  nor  a  political  prisoner,  was  ex- 
ecuted, after  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  war  and  the  usage  of  civilized  nationit 
It  was  in  explanation  of  this  class  of  cases  I  told  Gen.  Ord 
to  speak  to  Gen.  Longstreet. 

Reference  to  my  letter  of  February  18  will  show  my  niv 
derstanding  on  the  subject  of  releasing  political  or  citizen 
prisoners. 

In  regard  to  meeting  you  on  the  6th  Inst.,  I  would  state 
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that  I  have  no  anthority  to  accede  to  your  proposition  for 
a  conference  on  the  subject  proposed.  Such  authority  is 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  alone. 

Geu.  Ord  could  only  have  meant  that  I  would  not  refuse 
an  interview  on  any  subject  on  which  I  have  a  right  to  act ; 
which,  of  course,  would  be  such  as  are  purely  of  a  military 
character,  and  on  the  subject  of  exchange,  which  has  been 
entrusted  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  U  S.  GRANT,  Lieut.  Gin. 

Richmond,  Va.,  Feb.  28. 
Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding,  <t-c.  : 

General:  You  will  learn  by  the  letter  of  Gen.  Longstreet 
the  result  of  his  second  interview  with  Gen.  Ord.  The 
poiut-i  as  to  whether  yourself  or  Gen.  Grant  should  invite 
the  other  to  a  conference  is  not  worth  discussing.  If  you 
think  tlie  statements  of  Gen.  Ord  render  it  ])robalily  useful 
that  the  couference  suggested  should  be  had,  yon  will  pro- 
ceed as  you  may  prefer," and  are  clothed  with  all  the  sup- 
plemental authority  you  may  need  in  the  cousiileration  of 
any  proposition  for  a  military  convention,  or  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commissioner  to  enter  into  such  an  ariangenient 
as  will  cause  at  lea-ft  temporary  suspension  of  hostilities. 
Very  ti-uly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

RESOLUTION  ON  CONSTITUTIONAL  PO^VERS. 

1865,  February  6 — Mr.  Edgert  >n  suhmitted 
the  following  resolution,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question  on  its  adoption : 

Whereas  the  Daily  Morninr/  Chronicle,  Of  this  city,  the 
reputed  political  organ  of  the  President,  in  recent  editorials 
upon  the  suliject  of  negotiations  for  peace,  has  referred  to 
tho  President  of  the  United  States  as  having  gone  "  in  his 
sovereign  c.ipacity''  to  treat  with  the  commissioners  from 
Richmond,  and  has  further  described  the  President  as  '  the 
sijvereign  head  of  the  greatest  Guverumeut  on  earth;"  and 
whereas  the  supremo  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
ha.s,  by  a  late  solemn  adjudication,  atlirnied  principles  as 
tho  law  of  the  land  which  recognized  arbitrary  dictatorial 
powers  in  the  President,  not  only  as  to  military  but  ;is  to 
civil  offenders,  which  are  subversive  of  civil  liberty  and  of 
the  public  Welfare:  therefore, 

Kesolied,  (as  the  judgment  of  this  House.)  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  in  no  constitutional  sense 
the  sovereign  thereof,  but  that  all  his  governmental  powers 
are  derived  fr.  Ill  the  Constitution  and  constitutional  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  arc  limited  by  them;  and  this 
House  sine  -iely  deprecate  all  political  teachings  and  ju- 
dicial decisii^ns  having  a  tendency  to  exalt  the  President 
above  the  Constiiution  and  laws,  or  to  clothe  him  with 
attributes  unknown  to  them,  or  to  derogate  from  the 
powers  of  Congress;  and  they  affirm  that  the  principle 
that  the  people  are  sov(  reign,  and  that  all  depart:nents  it 
tlie  Government  are  their  ageiits  or  servants,  and  should 
be  kept  in  strict  subordination  to  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
ii  essential  to  tUe  permanence  of  republican  government 
and  to  civil  liberty. 

Mr.  Baldwin  (of  Miss.)  proposing  to  debate 
it,  the  resolution  went  over. 

PROPOSITIONS    FOR   "PEACK." 

IN  SENATE. 

1864,  December  12 — Mr.  Garrett  Davis 
offered  this  resolution,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed : 

Joint  resolution  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  the  Union, 
the  vindication  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  construction 
of  additional  and  adequate  guaranties  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Jieso'.vfd  by  tlie  Senate  and  Uouse  of  Representatives  of 
tlie  Unittd  Sldt'.s  nf  Am/-rica  in  Congress  assembled.  That  a 
convention  of  all  tho  States  is  tho  most  appropriate  agency 
by  which  to  bring  about  the   restoration  of  peace  and  the 
Union,  the  vindication  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  additional  and  adequate   guaranties  of  the  rights 
and  libertiesof  the  peopleof  the  United  States;  and  to  pro- 
mote these  great  ends,  such  a  convention  should  be  held, 
and  should  consider  the  following  propositions  as  the  basis 
of  a  lastinj;  settlement  of  all  difficulties  between  the  bel- 
ligerent States  and  people,  and  as  amendments  of  the  Con- 
Btitutiou  of  the  United  States: 

First.  The  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Ver- 
mont to  be  formed  into  one  State  ;  the  States  of  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island  to  be  formeil  into  one 
State:  and  the  Sfcites  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  the  East- 
ein  shore  of  Virginia  to  be  lonned  into  one  State,  lint 
tiiia  cou^olidatiou  of  States  to  be  for  federal  and  uatioaal 


purposes  only,  unless  the  respective  States  to  be  formed 
into  one  shall  otherwise  determine. 

Second.  The  President  and  the  Vice  President  to  be  ta- 
kon  alternately  from  the  free  and  slave  States,  and  for 
the  term  of  tour  years :  but  both  not  to  be  at  the  same 
time  citizens  of  the  free  or  slave  states.  No  person  who 
may  have  filled  the  office  of  President  ever  again  to  be  eli- 
gible to  it. 

Third.  The  President  and  Vice  President  to  be  chosen  in 
this  manner  :  In  the  month  of  January  next  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  presidential  term  for  tho  time  being,  each 
State  to  select  one  of  its  own  citizens,  who  shall  be  a  native- 
born  citizen  of  tho  United  States,  for  the  presidency  or  the 
vice  presidency,  the  ensuing  term,  as  such  State  may  be  a 
free  or  a  slave  State,  and  as  the  free  or  slave  States  may  be 
entitled  to  the  presidency  or  the  vice  presidency ;  and  shall 
certify  under  the  se  1  of  State,  by  the  governor  thereof,  to 
.eich  house  of  Congress  and  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  t  le 
United  States,  severally,  the  name  of  such  citizen,  and 
for  which  office  he  has  been  selected  ;  and  the  two  housea 
of  Congress  shall  convene  in  the  hall  of  the  House  the 
first  Monday  of  February  ensuing,  and  request  the  attend- 
ance of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  when  it  shall  be  present, 
the  certificates  of  tho  names  of  all  the  persons  for  the  presi- 
dency that  have  been  received  shall  be  opened,  and  from 
those  certified  as  herein  directed  the  Supreme  Court  shall, 
in  the  jiresence  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  choose  a  • 
President,  and  then  a  Vice  President,  from  the  names  so 
ceitiiied  for  that  office.  Whenever  the  office  of  President 
shall  become  vacant  during  the  term,  it  shall  devolve  oa 
the  Vice  President;  and  w^hen  tho  vice  presidency  so  be- 
comes vacant,  the  Senate  shall,  from  its  own  body,  and 
from  the  senators  representing  the  free  or  the  slave  States, 
as  they  may  difl'er  on  this  point  from  the  incumbent  of  the^ 
presidency,  select  a  Vice  President,  tn  continue  in  office  for 
the  occasion;  and  thereupon  tho  seat  of  the  senator  thus 
becoming  Vice  President  shall  bo  vacmt.  No  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  be  eligible  to  any  other  office  what- 
ever. 

Fourth.  The  President  to  have  the  power  to  remove  from 
office  the  head  of  tho  Department  of  State;  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, War,  Navy,  and  Interior  Departments ;  the  Attorney 
General;  all  diplomatic  officers,  whether  of  the  grade  of 
embassadors,  commissioners,  or  charge  d'affaires,  and  sec- 
retaries of  legation.  All  other  officers,  except  those  liold- 
ingoffico  during  good  behaivior,  whom  tho  President  is  re- 
qniied  to  nominate  to  tho  Senate,  he  may  suspend  from 
their  oflices;  but  in  making  such  suspensions  he  shall  re- 
port each  case,  with  the  cause  thereof,  to  the  Senate,  if  it 
be  in  session,  and  if  not,  at  its  next  session.  In  all  cases 
where  tho  Senate  shall  concur  with  the  President,  the  sus- 
pension shall  becomean  absolute  removal;  but  as  to  those 
in  which  it  does  not  Concur  before  the  end  of  tho  ssssion  to 
which  tlio  President  is  required  to  report  tliem,  the  officers 
shall  then,  ipso  lacto,  be  reinstated  in  their  respective  of- 
fices. The  President  also  to  have  power  to  remove  all 
other  civil  officers,  appointed  by  executive  power,  for  in- 
c  'inpetency  to  discharjie  their  duties  ;  for  want  of  fidelity 
to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  tho  United  States,  ot  for 
gross  and  habitual  immorality;  but  to  eacli  officer  thus  re- 
moved he  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  a  written  statement 
of  the  canse  of  his  removal,  the  truth  and  sufficiency  of 
which  tlie  officer  may  try  in  the  United  States  court  held 
in  tho  district  in  which  he  may  have  been  performing  his 
duties,  on  writ  of  quo  warranto  sued  out  against  his  suc- 
cessor in  office  am  a  judgment  thereon  inhis  favor  to  have 
the  effect  to  restore  him  to  office. 

Fifth.  The  absoluto  light,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  con- 
ditions, of  the  people  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  to 
trial  byjury  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  for 
capital  or  oi  her  offences,  being  indispensable  to  secure  to 
them  personal  liberty,  the  freedom  of  religious  opinion  and 
worship,  and  the  sanctity  of  church  edifices,  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  tho  press,  and  the  right  of  the  people  at  their 
elections  to  vote  for  those  whom  they  prefer,  without  con- 
straint, intimidation,  and  in  faithful  conformity  to  the  laws, 
and  under  tho  o.xcUisive  direction  of  the  proper  officers  of 
such  elections  :  their  right  peacealdy  to  assemble  and  freely 
to  discuss  and  pronounce  their  opinions  on  all  public  meas- 
ures, and  th'(  conduct  of  public  olficers ;  and  to  purchase 
and  keep  arms  and  munitions  for  their  own  defence  ;  th=;  ex- 
emption of  all  persons  not  in  the  militiiry  or  naval  service 
of  tho  United  States,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  ser- 
vice in  time  of  war  or  public  danger,  from  military  arrest, 
except  when  they  are  within  the  actual  lines  of  some  corps 
iu  time  of  war  <ir  public  danger,  and  when  arrested  under 
suchcirctimstancos  to  be  at  once  handed  over  to  the  proper 
civil  antli  •rities  ;  and  the  absolute  immunity  of  such  per- 
sons from  trial  or  examinatiou,under  martial  or  military  law, 
by  military  tribunals  of  any  kind,  or  by  any  other  law  or 
courts  than  thecivil  contra-distinguished  from  the  milit.ary ; 
and  of  their  persons,  houses,  papers, and  effects  tioni  .search- 
es and  seizures,  without  warrant  or  other  process  of  law; 
the  wiUtary  power  never  to  be  brought  iatocontlict  with  the 
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civil  authorities,  but  in  all  times  where  it  is  necessary  and 
proper,  to  be  employed  to  uphold  the  civil  law  and  courts. 
The  Constitution  and  laws  of  tlie  United  States  made  in 
pursuance  of  it,  being  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and 
continuously  and  under  all  circumstances  of  unimpaired 
validity,  no  other  law  or  authority  can  have  any  effect  to 
nullify,  suspend,  or  limit  their  operation.  And  all  acts  of 
Congress  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  and  all  edicts 
and  proclamations  of  the  President,  or  orders  of  any  mili- 
tary officer,  in  derogation  of  the  Constitution  or  laws,  being 
utterly  null  and  void,  the  President  having  no  power  what- 
ever that  is  not  conferred  by  an  express  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  or  by  some  law  of  Congress  passed  in  pursu- 
ance of  it.  And  the  only  localities  and  conditions  in  which 
the  Constitution,  laws,  and  courts  of  the  United  States  c.-in 
be  suspended,  being  when  a  portion  of  the  country  is  occu- 
pied by  a  dominating  bostilearmy;and.'isit8  rule  is  removed, 
theirs  being  resumed,  the  right  of  the  people  to  all  the 
sources  of  information,  by  the  purchase  of  and  transmission 
to  them  of  all  l)0oks,  newspapers,  and  so  forth,  without  any 
obstruction,  and  to  free  trade  and  commerce  with  their  fel- 
low-citizens of  all  the  States,  except  so  far  as  restricted  by 
law.  The  personal  rights,  privileges,  and  liberties  here  set 
forth  being  the  inheritance  of  the  people  of  the  Uniteil 
States,  and  the  chief  and  inestimable  fruits  of  human  gov- 
ernment, they  shall  always  be  held  to  be  inviolablf.  and 
their  infraction  to  be  both  a  grievoiis  private  wrong  to  every 
person  thereby  injured,  and  also  a  public  crime;  and  all  per- 
sons who  may  commit  it  to  become  infamous,  and  to  liefur- 
ther  punished  bv  laws  to  bo  passed  for  that  purpose,  with- 
out pardon  or  commutation. 

Sixth.  Each  State  to  have  the  exclusive  right  and  power 
to  declare  and  establish,  within  its  own  limits,  every  sub- 
ject of  property  and  its  local  and  domestic  institutions,  and 
to  make  all  laws  and  regulations  concerning  them. 

Seventh.  Private  property  not  to  be  taken  for  Wie  United 
States,  except  to  subserve  some  operation  of  the  federal 
government  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  and  not  until 
full  and  fair  compensation  shall  have  been  made  to  its 
owner,  or  secured  to  him  in  a  mode  to  be  provided  by  law. 
Eighth.  No  military  necessity  ever  to  originate  or  confer 
anv  power  whatever,  except  with  and  for  armed  forces  in 
tlie  field  or  in  garrison,  and  within  thiir  present  actual 
lines,  to  supply  the  ordinary  and  necessary  military  wants 
of  each  force  essential  to  the  public  service,  immediate  or 
impending,  and  so  urgent  as  not  to  allow  the  delay  which 
would  be  required  for  the  action  of  the  civil  authority;  and 
all  power  created  or  authorized  by  any  military  necessity 
to  be  exercised  exclusively  by  the  officer  present  and  in 
the  actual  commanil  of  the  force  in  which  and  where  it 
arises.  The  United  States  to  be  bound  to  make  full  indem- 
nity for  the  damage  sustained  by  all  persons  from  any  acts 
done  by  any  of  its  militiiry  officers  under  a  real  or  supposed 
military  necessity,  and  the  officer  to  be  also  respousible  to 
all  persons  injured  by  his  abuse  of  power. 

Ninth.  No  negro,  or  person  whoso  mother  or  grand- 
mother is  or  was  a  negro,  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

Tenth.  The  enumeration  in  this  proposition  of  certain 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  i>eople,  and  powers  of  the  States, 
and  of  clenials,  restrictions,  and  limitations  of  powers  to 
the  United  States,  the  fe<l('ral  government  or  its  officers, 
not  to  be  held  to  deny,  or  (fisparage  any  of  the  other  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people  or  powers  of  the  States;  and  as 
to  the  United  States,  the  federal  government  or  any  of  its 
officers  to  confer  or  enlarge  any  power  whatever. 

Eleventh.  In  giving  cunstruttion  to  the  Constitution. 
tliis  rule  shall  bo  Inflexibly  adhered  to.  All  rights,  liber- 
ties, or  privileges  assured  by  it  to  the  people,  or  powers 
reserved  to  the  States;  and  all  denials,  restrictions,  or  lim- 
itations of  power  to  the  United  States,  the  federal  govern- 
ment, or  any  of  its  officers,  provided  for  by  its  particular, 
or  express  language,  not  to  be  abrogated,  impaired,  or  in 
any  way  affected,  by  any  of  its  general  language  or  \no- 
vi8ions,"or  by  any  implication  resulting  from  it,  or  by  any 
other  law  or  laws  whatsoever. 

IN  HOUoE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
18G5,  Janu  iry  16 — Mr.  Cox  otFeredlhe  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Whereas  the  countrj-  hails  with  manifestations  of  patri- 
otic joy  and  congratulation  the  victories  recently  achieved 
by  our  brave  armies ;  and  whereas  "the  recognized  object 
of  war,  at  least  among  civilized  and  Cliristian  nations,  is  an 
honorable  and  satisfactory  peace ;  and  that  although  we 
do  not  know  that  the  insurgents  are  yet  prepared  to  agree 
to  any  terms  of  pacification  that  our  Government  woiild  or 
should  deem  acceptalde,  yet  as  there  can  be  no  jiosslble 
harm  resulting  from  ascertaining  prccis-ly  what  tliey  arc 
ready  to  do,  and  in  order  to  refute  the  imputation  that  the 
Administration  contemplates  with  satisfaction  a  continu- 
ance of  hostilities  for  tlieir  own  sake,  on  anygioundof 
mere  punctilio,  or  for  any  reason  than   because  it  is  com- 


pelled by  an  absorbing  regard  for  the  very  end  of  its  exist- 
ence;'" and  whereas  "an  established  and  rightly  consti- 
tuted Government,"  combating  armed  and  menacing  rebel- 
lion, should  strain  every  nerve  to  overcome  at  the  earliest 
moment  the  resistance  it  encounters,  and  should  not 
merely  welcome,  but  seek  satisfactory  (however  informal) 
assurances  that  its  end  has  been  attained  :"  Therefore, 

Rrsolved,  That  now,  in  this  hour  of  victory,  which  is  the 
hour  of  magnanimity,  it  is  eminently  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent, on  the  basis  of  the  present  "  rightfully  constituted 
Government,"  either  to  send  or  receive  commissioners  or 
agents  with  a  view  to  national  pacification  and  tranquillity, 
or  by  some  other  rational  means  known  to  civilized,  or 
Christian  nations,  secure  the  cesiation  of  hostilities  and  the 
Union  of  the  States. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas  84,  nays 
51,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Me^rs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  JJaili/,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bout- 
wcll,  lioyd,  Brandegee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Free>- 
man  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T. 
Uavis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Giinnell,  Griswold,  Higby,  Hooper, 
.\sahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  II.  Ilubbard,  IngersoU.  Jenckes, 
Julian.  Kassou,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Jvellogg,  Knox,  Little- 
john,  Loan,  Longycar,  .Marvin,  McClurg,  Blclndoe,  Samuel 
F.  Miller,  Morrill,  Daniel  Jlorris,  Amos  Myers.  Leonard 
Myers,  Norton  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Price,  Wil- 
liam U.  llandall,  Alexander  II.  Kice,  John  II.  Rice,  Edward 
II.  KoUins,  Schcnck,  Scoficdd,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers, 
Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Upson,  Van 
V.ilkeuiuirgh,  LllilmB.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn, 
Webster,  WUk'/t,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
WortLiington — 81. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ancona,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss, 
Bruoks,  James  S.  Brown,  CUanler,  Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens, 
D'Uison,  Eden,  Edjertnn,  Eldridge,  Eiujlish,  Finch,  Hale, 
Hall,  Harrington,  Charles  M-  Harris,  Holinan,  William 
Johnson,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Kernan,  King,  Law,  Lazear, 
Le  liloiid,  Long,  Mallnry,  Marcy,  McAllister,  McDoweU, 
McKinney,  James  li.  Morris,  Morrison,  Kohle,  Pendleton, 
Uadjurd,  tiainuelJ.  liandaU,  Uohinson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Scott, 
John  B.  Stede,  Stiles,  Townsend,  it^adsworth,  Chilton  A. 
)yi(ite,Josej>k  )y.   W Idle,  Fernando  Wood,  Yeaman — 51. 

January  31 — Fernando  Wood  offered  the 
following  re- olutioii,  which  was  objected  to,  and 
laid  over  under  the  rule;  and,  February  6,  was 
adopted  without  a  division: 

Rr.^t.hed,  '1  hat  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  main- 
tain, in  every  constitutional  and  legal  manner,  the  integi'ity 
of  lire  American  Uuon  iis  formed  by  the  fathers  of  the 
Kepnbiic,  and  in  no  event,  and  under  no  circumstances,  to 
irrofler  or  accept  negotiations  which  shall  admit  bj'  the 
remotest  implication  the  existence  of  any  other  federal  or 
confederate  government  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
j-tates. 

February  4 — Mr.  Ingersoll  offered  the  fol- 
lowinsr  resoliitiuu,  which  was  laid  over,  under 
the  rule: 

Whereas  it  is  alleged  that  informal  negotiations  are  now 
pending  between  the  United  States  and  the  so-called  Con- 
federate Stales  with  a  view  to  a  restoration  of  peace: 
Tlieretore, 

Be  it  resolved.  That  it  is  the  deliberate  and  emphatic 
opinion  of  this  House  that  no  enduring  peace  can  or  should 
t-e  made  which  shall  ever  recognize  the  traitorous  leaders 
of  this  reljellion  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  entitled 
to  equal  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  with  the  loyal 
people  thereof  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

F' bruary  6- 
resolutioD  : 


-Mr  Cox  offered  the  following 


Resolrrd.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  en- 
deavoring to  a.scertain  the  disposition  of  the  insurgents  in 
afms  against  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government, 
with  a  view  to  negotiations  for  peace  and  the  restoration  of 
the  Union,  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  a  suffering  and 
distracted  country;  and  that  with  a  similar  view  he  be  re- 
spectfully requested  to  omit  no  reasonable  exertions  here- 
after which  may  lead  to  the  desired  Object,  to  wit,  peace 
and  Union. 

ResclrejJ,  That,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  above  ob- 
ject and  the  puidic  interests,  he  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  allinfoini.ition  leading  to  and  connected 
with  the  recent  negotiations. 

He  afterwards  withdrew  the  second  resolu- 
tion.    The  House  refused  to  lay  the  first  reso- 
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tation  on  the  table — yeas  30,  nays  108,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Beaman, 
Brandegee,  Freeman  Clarke,  ilenry  Winter  Davis,  Dawes, 
Driggs,  Ildgnrtov,  Uigby,  John  H,  Ilubliari],  Jenckes,  WiV- 
Uaui  Jolinson,  Julian,  Francis  W.  IvellogK,  Knox,  Loan, 
L  ng,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McClnrg,  Morrill,  Rogers,  Sloan, 
Smitliers,  Stevens,  Thomas,  Upson,  WadswortU,  Windom, 
—SO. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Alien,  AWey, 
AmuB,  Antoiui.  Arnold,  Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter, 
Blair,  Blow,  Boiitwell,  lloyd,  Broomall,  James  S.  Brown, 
William  G.  Brown,  C'hanler,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb, 
Coffroth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawsnn,  Deming, 
Dumont,  Eckley,  Eldridge,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Finch;  Frank, 
Ganson,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Llale,  Hall,  Harding, 
Harriiigti/n,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Her- 
rick,  Holman,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Ilulburd, 
Hulchins,  IngersoU,  Philip  Johnson,  Kelley,  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, Law,  Laziar  Le  Blond,  McBride,  Mclndoo,  McKinney, 
MiddleUm,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Daniel  Morris,  Morrison,  Amos 
Myers,  yoble,  Norton,  Odcll,  Charles  O'Neill,  John  O'Xeill. 
Orth,  Patterson,  Pcndhton,  Perham,  Perry,  Pike,  Pomcroy, 
Price,  Pruyn,  William  U.  Randall,  Alexander  II.  Rice, 
John  II.  Rice,  Edward  H.  Rollins,  James  S.  KoUins,  Ross, 
Schenck,  Scofield,  ScoU,  Shannon,  Spalding,  ^o/m  U.  SteMe, 
Stiles,  S:rouse,  Sweat,  Townsend,  Traey,  Van  Valkenburgh, 
Ward,  tllihu  B.Washburue,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wha- 
ley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Winfield,  Fernando  Wood, 
Woodbridge,  Worthington,  Yeaman — 108. 

The  resolution  went  over,  and  was  afterwards 
withdrawn. 

1865,  February  8 — Mr.  Townsexd  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  objected,  and 
was  laid  over,  under  the  rule: 

Retolved,  That  we  hail  with  profound  emotions  of  satis- 
faction the  disposition  of  the  Southern  people  to  submit 
the  questions  that  have  so  long  drenched  our  land  in  blood 
to  th'',  arbitrament  of  reason  rather  than  the  sword ;  and 
we  pledge  our  earnest  etforts  to  sustain  all  measures  look- 
ing to  a  settlement  that  an  honorable  Govornmeut,  seek- 
ing to  sustain  its  integrity,  can  offer. 

1865,  February  13 — Mr.  Dawson  offered  the 
following  resolution  : 

Whereas  the  American  people  have  now  been  engaged  in 
a  civil  war  of  gigantic  dimensions  for  nearly  four  years, 
which  has  resulted  in  frightful  destmction  of  life,  property, 
and  treasure,  creating  an  enormi-us  public  debt,  imposing 
the  most  oppressive  taxes,  covering  the  land  with  afflic- 
tion, c^  irrupting  the  general  morals,  and  putting  in  peril  the 
liberties  of  the  nation  ;  and  whereas,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  and  the  people  of  the  States  which  adhere  to 
this  government,  this  is,  and  ought  to  be,  a  war  sulely  to 
vindicate  the  Constitution  and  restore  the  hiws  to  their  just 
supremacy,  and  to  that  we  are  bound  by  our  oaths  .and  by 
our  solemn  pledges  made  in  the  face  of  the  world  when  the 
war  commenced :  Therefora,  * 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  bo  re- 
qtiested  to  use  all  honorable  and  just  means  to  bring  about 
a  lasting  peace  and  the  re-establishment  of  fraternal  rela- 
tions among  all  the  people  by  a  restoration  of  the  Union 
upon  the  simple  and  just  basis  of  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
with  every  proper  gurantee  to  the  southern  States  that 
they  shall  be  protected  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
rights,  and  that  undisturbed  control  of  their  own  local  af- 
fairs wlikli  the  Federal  Constitution  vviis  intended  to  se- 
cure to  them  and  to  us. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas  T3,  nays 
47,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Anderson,  Ashley,  Baily,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Boutwell,  Boy<l,  Brandegee, 
Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs.  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Garfield,  llale,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John 
II.  Hubbard,  Ilulburd,  IngersoU,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg.  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox,  Littlejohn, 
Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F. 
Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Perham,  Pomeroy,  William  H.  Ran- 
dall, Alexander  II.  Rice,  John  II.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins, 
Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon.  Sniithers,  Thayer,  Thomas, 
Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  William  B.  Washburn, 
Webster,  Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Woodbridge,  Worthington — 73. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Bliss,  Brooks, 
William  (i.  Brown.  Chanler.  Clay,  Cofl'roth,  (.'ox.  Cravens. 
Daivatm,  Denison,  Kdgerlrm,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Grider,  Hall, 
Harding,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Ho'man,  Philip  John- 


son, William  Johnson,  Kalhfleisch,  King,  Lazear,  Le  Blond, 
Mallory,  McAllister,  Middleton,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R. 
Morris,  Morrison,  NeJson,  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Rofs,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiks,  Strouse, 
Siveat,  Townsend,  Wadsvjorth,  Joseph  W.  White,  Yeaman — 
47. 

1865,  February  13 — Mr.  Williams  offered 
the  fo  lowing  resolutions: 

Resolved,  1.  That  there  is  no  power  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  any  branch  of  this  Government,  to  treat  with  the 
States  confederated  in  rebellion  against  it,  either  for  the 
severance  of  this  Union  or  for  the  abrogation  of  any  article 
of  its  fundamental  law. 

Resolved,  2.  That  inasmuch  as  the  said  confederated 
States  have  taken  up  arms  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  without  any  just  provocation,  and  for  the 
.avowed  purpose  of  asserting  and  establishing  their  indepen- 
dence thereof,  and  still  persist  in  maintaining  that  position 
by  armed  resistance  to  its  authority :  and  inasmuch  also  as 
the  public  authorities  of  this  nation  have  not  only  declared, 
as  was  their  duty,  that  they  can  accept  no  terms  and  enter- 
tain no  propositions  for  anything  short  of  absolute  and 
unconditional  submission  to  its  laws,  and  with  a  clemency 
and  magnanimity  almost  without  example  in  history  have 
proclaimed  a,  general  amnesty,  without  limits  as  to  time, 
to  such  of  the  malefactors  as  shall  return  to  their  duty, 
with  the  exception  only  of  the  chief  conspirators: 

It  is  hereby  declared  to  bo  the  sense  of  this  House  that 
this  Government  has  already  exhausted  all  the  resources  of 
a  just  and  wise  statesmanship — except  so  far  as  regards 
the  further  earnest  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws — in  the  effort  to  restore 
peace  to  this  nati  n,  and  has,  to  this  end,  done  all  that  a 
proper  regard  for  its  own  interests  can  allow  and  all  that  a 
decent  respect  for  the  opinions  of  the  world  could  demand 
of  it;  and  that  therefore  any  further  overtures  through 
embassies,  public  or  private,  official  or  unofficial,  looking 
to  treaty  or  compromise  with  the  usurpers  at  Richmond, 
would  be  not  only  unprofitable,  as  they  would  be  inconsist- 
ent with  the  rights  and  dignity  of  this  nation,  but  are  to 
be  deprecate  1  as  absolutely  mischievous,  in  giving  enconr- 
.igement  to  the  insurgents  and  protracting  their  resistance, 
by  exposing  us  to  misconstruction,  and  giving  color  to  the 
delusion  that  we  mistrust  our  ability  to  subdue  them  to 
obedience,  and  are  ready  to  accept  something  short  of  the 
restoration  of  the  Union  and  the  unconchtlonal  submission 
of  those  who  haverebelled  against  it. 

Which  were  laid  en  the  table — yeas  72,  nays 
52.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Jam«.?  C.Allen.  William.  J.  Allen,  Alley, 
Ames,  Ancrma,  Anderso>i,  Baily,  Blair,  B'iss,  Boutwell, 
Brandegee,  Brooks.  Jayms  S.  Brown,  William  G.  Brown, 
C'lnnkr,  Ambrose  W.  (.lark.  Clay,  Cnffrnth,  Cox,  Cravens, 
D.iwes,  Dawson,  Denisim,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Edgerton,  El- 
dridge, Eliot,  Finck,  Frank,  Gooch,  Grider,  Hale,  Harding, 
Bepjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles  J/.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman, 
Hooper,  John  II.  Hubbard,  Hiitchins,  Philip  Johnson,  Wilf- 
Ham  Jeihnsoi),  KaV fleisch,  Kasson,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Law, 
Lnzear,  Le  Blend,  Long.  Mallory,  McKinney,  Middleton, 
William  H.  Milter,  Morrill,  James  K.  Morris.  Morrison, 
Xelsem,  Pendleton,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Pruyn,  Alexander  H. 
Rice,  Ja»fS  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Sjialding,  William  G.  Steele, 
Stiles,   TownsfJid,    Wadsworih,  Webster,  Joseph    W.   Wiiite 

Nats — Messrs.  Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin.Baxter,  Beaman, 
Blaine,  Boyd,  Broomall,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cole, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  IIi;by,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Uul- 
burd,  IngersoU,  Julian,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Kn«x, 
Loan,  Longyear,  Jlarvin,  McClurg,  .Mclndoe,  Moorhead, 
Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers,  Charles  0'.\e)ll,  Orth,  Patter- 
son, Perham,  Wm.  II.  Randall,  John  II.  Kice,  Edward  II. 
Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Siiannon,  Smithers,  Starr,  Thayer, 
Tracy,  Upson,  Van  A'alk*  nburgli,  Willi;uii  B.  Washburn, 
Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge,  Worth- 
ington— 52. 

REPUDIATION    OF    REBEL    DEBT. 

IN  SEXATE. 
1865.  February  17 — Mr.   Sumner  submitted 
the  following  resolution,   which  was  objected 
to,  but  adopted  at  the  evening  session  without 
a  division  : 

Whereas  certain  persons  have  put  in  circulation  the  re- 
port that  on  the  suppres.sion  of  the  rebellion  the  rebel  debt 
or  loan  may  be  recognized  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  United 
States;  and  whereas  such  a  report  is  calculated  to  give  a 
false  value  to  such  rebel  debt  "r  loan  :  Therefore, 

Rej;(;lveM.  by  the  Senate;,  (the  Hiaise  of  Representatives 
Concurring,)  That  Congress  h'.reby  declaies  that  the  rebel 


576 


APPENDIX. 


debt  or  loan  is  simply  an  agency  of  the  rebellion  which  the 
United  Stiites  can  never,  under  any  circumstances,  recog- 
nize in  any  part  or  in  any  way. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
March  3,  1865 — It  passed.     There  were  a  few 
voices  in   the    negative,    but  no  division   was 
called. 

Reconstruction  of  States. 

(See  pages  317—332,  436-^41.) 
IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
1864,  December  20 — Mr.  Ashley  reported 
from  the  Select  Committee  a  bill  to  guarantee  to 
certain  States  whose  governments  have  been 
usurped  or  overthrown,  a  republican  form  of 
government ;  which  was  reported  mudified 
January  16,  ISGo.  It  authorized  the  appoint- 
ment by  the  President,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  in  each  State  declared  in  rebel- 
lion a  provisional  governor,  with  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  a  brigadier  general,  to  be  charged 
with  the  civil  administration  prior  to  the  recog- 
nition of  a  State  government,  and  with  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and 
the  laws  in  force  when  the  State  government 
was  overthrown  ;  but  no  law  or  usage  whereby 
any  person  was  heretofore  held  in  involuntary 
servitude  shall  be  recoenized  or  enforced  by 
any  court  or  officer  in  such  State ;  and  the  laws 
for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  whiie  persons 
shall  extend  to  all  persons,  and  jurors  shall 
have  the  qualiiications  of  voters  under  this  law 
for  delegates  to  the  convention.  The  appoint- 
ment by  the  President  of  other  necess  iry  offi- 
cers is  authorized.  The  expenses  of  the  civil 
government  to  be  borne  by  taxes  laid  in  con- 
formity with  prior  State  laws.  Sections  4,  5, 
6,  and  15  are  as  follows  . 

That  all  persons  held  to  involuntary  servitude  or  l.ibor 
in  the  Stntcs  or  parts  of  States  in  which  such  persons  have 
boen  declared  free  by  any  pro«lamation  of  tlie  President, 
are  hereby  emancipated  and  discharged  therefrom,  and 
they  and  their  posterity  shall  bo  forever  free.  And  if  any 
such  person  or  tlieir  posterity  shall  be  restrained  of  liberty, 
under  pretence  of  any  claim  to  such  service  or  labor,  the 
courts  of  tlie  United  States  shall,  on  habeas  cm-pus,  dis- 
charge them. 

That  if  any  person  declared  free  by  this  act,  or  any  law 
of  the  United  States,  or  any  proclamation  of  tlio  President, 
bo  restrained  of  liberty,  with  intent  to  be  held  in  or  rtv 
ducod  to  involuntary  servitude  or  labor,  the  [leison  con- 
victed before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  of  such 
act  sliall  be  punished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  $1,500,  and 
be  imprisoned  not  less  than  five  nor  more  thau  twenty 
year.s. 

That  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  hold  or  exercise 
any  office,  civil  or  military,  except  offices  merely  ministe- 
ri.il  and  military  offices  below  the  grade  of  colonel  in  the 
rebel  service,  State  or  confederate,  is  hereby  declared  not 
to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  do 
hereby  recogni/.e  the  government  of  tlie  State  of  Louisiana, 
Inaugurated  under  and  by  the  convention  which  assembled 
on  the  6th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1864,  at  the  city  ot  New  Or- 
leans; and  the  government  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  in- 
augurated under  and  by  the  convention  which  assembled 
on  the  8tli  day  of  .January,  1864,  at  the  city  of  Little  Riick  : 
Provided,  Tliat  the  same  or  other  conventions,  duly  assem- 
bled, shall  first  have  incorporated  into  the  constitutions  of 
those  States,  respectively,  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the 
twelfth  section  of  this  act,  and  the  marshal  of  tlie  United 
States  shall  have  returned  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  enrollment  directed  by  the  seventh  section  to  be 
DKide  and  returned  to  the  provisional  governor,  and  it  shall 
eppear  thereby  that  the  persons  taking  the  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stiites,  together  with  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  from  such  State  in  the  mili- 
lary  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  amount  to  a 
majority  of  the  persons  ejiroUed  in  the  State.  And  the 
President  shall,  thereupon,  by  proclamation,  declare  thu 


recognition  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
of  the  said  government  of  such  State;  and  from  the  date 
of  such  iiroclamatinn  the  said  government  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  guarantee  and  all  otherrights  ot  a  State  government 
under  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States;  but  tliis  act 
shall  not  op>- rate  a  recognition  of  a  State  government  in 
either  of  said  States  till  the  conditions  aforesaid  are  com- 
plied with,  and  till  that  time  those  States  shall  be  subject 
to  this  law. 

Other  sections  provide  for  an  enrollment,  on 
the  sufficient  return  of  the  people  of  any  State  to 
their  obedience  to  the  Constitution,  of  all  white 
male  citizens  of  the  United  States  resident  in 
the  State  in  their  respective  counties,  and  upon 
a  majority  (including  those  in  the  United  States 
military  and  naval  service)  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  the  loyal  people  are  to  elect  delegates 
equal  in  number  to  the  number  of  both  houses 
of  the  State  Legislature.  The  voters  are  the 
loyal  male  citizens  of  the  Un  ted  States,  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  enrolled  and  res- 
ident at  the  time  in  the  district  in  whi^^h  they 
offer  to  vote,  and  those  absent  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States.  "No  person  who 
has  held  or  exercised  any  office,  civil  or  milita- 
ry, State  or  confederate,  under  the  rebel  usur- 
pation, or  who  has  voluntarily  borne  arms 
agiinst  the  United  States,  shall  vote  or  be 
eligible  to  b^  elected  as  delegate  at  such  elec- 
tion." If  the  Convention  shall  declare,  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State,  their  sub- 
mission to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  incorporate  the  fol- 
lowing provisions  into  the  Constitution  of  the 
State : 

First.  No  person  who  has  held  or  exercised  any  office, 
civil  or  military,  exc-pt  civil  offices  merely  ministerial  and 
military  offiies  below  the  grade  of  colonel.  State  or  con- 
federate, undor  the  usurping  power,  shall  vote  lor  or  be  a 
member  of  the  legislature  or  governor. 

Second.  Inviduntary  servitude  is  forever  prohibited,  and 
the  freedom  of  all  persons  is  guaranteed  in  said  State. 

Third.  No  debt  or  confederate,  created  by  or  under  the 
sanction  of  the  usurping  power,  or  in  any  manner  in  aid 
thereof,  shall  be  recognized  or  paid  by  the  State. 

Aod  the  (Constitution  be  then  ratified  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  voters  qualified  as  aforesaid,  the 
President  shall,  by  proclamation,  recognize  the 
t^tate  government  thus  established,  and  from 
that  date,  senators  and  representatives,  and 
presidential  electors  may  be  chosen. 

1865,  January  16 — Mr.  Kelley  moved  to 
amend  hy  adding  to  the  white  citizens  enrolled, 
"  and  all  other  male  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  may  be  able  to  read  the  Constitution 
thereof."' 

Mr.  Eliot  moved  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute, the  third  section  having  been  ac  epted  by 
him  when  offeied,  as  a  separate  proposition,  by 
Mr.  Arnold  : 

That  the  States  declared  to  bo  in  rebellion  against  the 
United  States,  and  within  which  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  Stjites  has  been  over- 
thrown, shall  not  be  permitted  to  resume  their  political  re- 
lations with  the  government  of  the  United  States  until,  by 
Bctiiiii  of  the  loyal  citizens  within  such  States,  respectively, 
a  State  constitution  shall  bo  ordained  and  established,  re- 
publican in  form,  forever  prohibiting  involuntary  servi- 
tude within  such  State,  and  guarinteeing  to  all  persona 
freedom  and  e.iualityof  rights  before  the  law. 

Sec.  2.  That  tlie  Slate  of  Louisiana  is  hereby  permitted 
to  resume  its  political  relations  with  flie  government  of 
the  United  States  under  the  constitution  adopted  by  the 
convention  which  assembled  on  the  sixth  day  of  April, 
anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  at  New  Or- 
leans. 

Six.  3.  That  in  all  that  portion  of  the  United  States 
heretofore  declared  to  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
States,  and  enumerated  in  the  Frealdent'a  proclauiulion  <rf 
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January  1,  1863,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  oth- 
erwise than  in  the  punishment  of  crime  whereof  the  ac- 
cnseil  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
here'.'y  is,  abolished  and  prohibited  forever,  and  the  re- 
ensiavement,  or  holding,  or  attempting  to  hold  iu  slavery 
or  involuntary  servitude,  any  person  within  such  States 
made  free  bv  thia  act,  or  declared  to  be  free  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  January  1, 
1S63,  or  of  any  of  their  descendants,  otherwise  than  iu  the 
punishment  of  crime  whereof  the  accused  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted,  is  and  shall  be  forever  prohibited,  any  law 
or  re^ilation  of  either  of  said  States  to  the  contrary  uot- 
withstanaing. 

Mr.  WiLioN  moved  to   substitute  the  follow 
ing: 

Senators  and  Representatives  shall  not  be  received  from 
any  State  heretofore  declared  in  rebellion  a^.Tinst  the  Uni- 
ted States  until  by  an  act  or  joint  resolution  of  Congress, 
approved  by  the  President,  or  passed  notwithstanding  his 
objections,  such  State  shall  have  been  first  declared  to  have 
org.iiuzod  a  just  local  government,  republican  in  form,  and 
to  be  entitled  to  representation  in  the  respective  Houses  of 
Congress. 

January  17 — The  bill  was  po=tpon  >d  to  Feb- 
ri'r\, — j-ena   103,  nnys  .34. 

February  21 — Mr.  Ashley  offered,  on  behalf 
of  the  coiumittee,  a  substitute,  which  differed 
chiefly  iu  thi.s  re-spect  from  the  ori^rinal  bil'. 
The  S'Ction  recognizi-.g  the  State  governments 
Oi  Louisiana  ard  Arliansa^  was  omitted,  and 
this  substituted  for  it : 

That  if  the  persons  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor 
and  L'-gi-lature  under  the  rebel  usurpation  in  any  State 
heretofore  declared  to  be  in  rebellion  shall,  before  armed 
resistance  to  the  national  Government  is  suppressed  in  such 
State,  submit  to  tho  authority  of  the  United  States, and 
take  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  adopt  by  law  the  third  provision  prescribed  in 
the  eighth  section  of  this  act,  and  ratify  tho  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  tho  United  States  proposed  by  Congress 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  on  the  olst  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1&6.3,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  recognize  the  said  Governor  and  Legisla- 
ture lis  tho  laWiUl  St:ite  government  of  such  State, and  to 
certify  the  fict  to  Congress  for  its  recognition:  Provided, 
That  n  /thing  herein  contained  shall  operate  to  disturb  the 
boundary  lines  of  any  States  heretofore  recognized  by  and 
now  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Kelley's  amendment  was  modified  so  as 
to  provide  for  striking  out  the  word  "  white" 
in  the  enrollment  section. 

Mr.  Wilson  modified  his  substitute,  so  as  to 
m  ike  it  read  : 

That  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  not  be  received 
from  any  Siato  heretofore  declared  in  reliellion  .against  the 
United  States  until  Congress,  by  concurrent  actiun  of  both 
Houses,  sha,l I  li.iva  first  declared  a  just  local  government, 
republican  in  form,  to  have  been  organized  thereim,  and 
BUi-h  State  lO  be  entitled  to  representation  in  tho  respective 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Eliot  modifiel  his,  so  as  to  make  it 
read  : 

That  the  States  declared  to  be  in  rebellion  against  the 
United  States,  and  withia  which  the  .authority  of  the  Con- 
etitution  a:jd  laws  of  the  United  States  has  been  over- 
thrown, shall  not  be  permitted  to  resume  their  political  re- 
1  itions  with  the  Government  of  the  United  S'tates,  until, 
by  action  of  the  loyal  citizens  within  such  States  respec- 
tively, a  State  constttution  shall  be  ordained  and  e-tab- 
lished,  republican  in  form,  forever  prohibiang  involuntary 
eervitudo  within  said  State,  and  guaranteeing  to  all  persons 
freedom  and  equal  rights  before  the  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Malloky,  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table — yeas  92,  nays  64,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Jartins  C.  Allen,  Ancvna,  Anderson,  Baily, 
Augustus  I'.IJaldwin,  Blair,  Bliss,  Boyd, 'William  G.  Brown, 
Chanl'r,  CI  -y,  f'obb,  CoffroVi,  Cox,  CVai-en.',  Thomas  T.Davis, 
Dawes,  r>aivsfm,  D-nison,  Eckley.  Eden,  E/lgerton,  Eldritlge, 
E'glisl\,F  'ifl:,  Ganson, Gooch,  GWder,  Griswold,  Halo,  Hal!, 
Harrhng,  Ihirrinrrtrm,  Banj.'min  G.  Harris,  Charles  M. 
Harris,  Hcrrick,  Ilolman,  Hulburd,  Hutching,  Julian,  Kiilb- 
Jl:i\ch,  Kernan,  King,  Knapp,  Low,  Lazear,  Le  Blrmd, 
littlcjohn,  Lnng,  Mallory,  ilarcy,  Marvin,  McAllister^  JUc- 
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Kinney,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison, 
Nelson,  Nohle,  OdeJl,  Pendleton,  Pike,  Pomerov.  Pniyn, 
Radffjrd,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  William  II.  Randall,  Alex- 
ander U.  Rice,  Rogers,  James  S.  Rollins,  Ross,  Smith, 
John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stevens,  Stiles,  Strouse, 
S  iiart,  Sweat,  Thomas,  Toivnsend,  Tracy,  V.nn  Valken- 
burgh,  Wadsworth,  William  B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Wha- 
ley,  Wheeler,  Joseph  W.  White,  Wivjield,  Fernando  irood, 
Yeaman — 92. 

N AYo — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold.  Ashley,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blow,  Boutwell.  Bran- 
degee,  Broomall,  Ambrose  W  Clark,  Cole,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eliot, 
Farnsworth,  Garfield,  Grinnell,  Uigby,  Hooper,  Asahel  W. 
Hubbard.  John  H.  Hubbard,  IngersoU,  Jenckes.  Kelley, 
Francis  W.  Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Knox,  Loan,  Long- 
year,  MoBride,  McClurg,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead, 
Morrill,  D.iniel  Morris,  .imos  Myers,  Leonard  .Alyers.  Norton, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Price,  John  II. 
Rice, Edward  H  Rollins,  Scheuck,  Scofiold,  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Sinithers,  Starr,  Thayer,  Upson,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wood- 
bridge,  Worthington — 64. 

February  22 — Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  reported  this  bill : 

That  neither  tho  people  nor  the  Legislature  of  any  State, 
the  people  of  which  were  declared  to  be  in  insurrection 
against  the  United  States  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Pres- 
ident, dated  August  16, 1861,  shall  hereafter  elect  Repre- 
sentatives or  Senators  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  St.ites 
until  the  President,  bj'  proclamation,  shall  have  declared 
that  armed  hostiWty  to  tho  Government  of  the  United  States 
within  such  State  has  ceased ;  nor  until  the  people  of 
such  State  shall  have  adopted  a  constitution  of  government 
not  repugnant  to  tho  Constitution  an4  law.-)  of  the  United 
States;  nor  until,  by  a  law  cf  Congress,  such  State  shall 
have  been  declared  to  be  entitled  to  representation  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mr.  Ashley  offered,  as  a  substitute,  the  bill 
oflered  by  bim  yesterday. 

Mr.  Kelley  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  white"  from  the  Enrollment  seciion. 

Mr.  Blair  moved  that  the  bill  be  tabled; 
which  was  agreed  to — yeas  80,  nays  G5,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Anderson,  Baily, 
Blair,  Bliss,  Brooks,  William G. Brown,  ChanUr,  Clav, Cohh, 
Cox,  Cravens,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deni.'on,  Eden,  Edgertcn, 
Eldridge,  English,  Finck,  Ganson,  Gooch,  Grider,  Griswold, 
Halt,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris,  Charles 
M.  Harris,  Herrick,  Holman,  Hutchins,  Kallijteisch,  Kasson, 
Ker7ian,  Knapp,  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Long,  Mo.llury, 
Marcy,  Marvin,  McAllister,  McKinney,  William  II.  Miller, 
James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Nelson,  Nohle,  Oddt,  Pendleton, 
Perry,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Pruyn,  Radford,  Samuel  J.  Randall, 
William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  II  Rice,  Rogers,  James  S. 
R'jUias,  Ross,  SmiWi,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele, 
Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuait,  Toicnsend,  Tracy,  Vom-hces,  Wcds- 
«;ort/i,  William  B.  W.ashburn,  "Whidey,  Wheeler,  WiyiJieUl, 
Fernando   Wood,  Yeaman — 80. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Ashley,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Royd,  Er.indegee,  Broom- 
all,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cole,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Deming, 
Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Garfield, 
Grinnell,  Iligby,  Hooper,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  -Tohn  H.  Hub- 
bard, Hulburd,  IngersoU,  Jenckes,  Kelley, Orlando  Kellogg, 
Knox,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  Longyear,  McBridc,  JlcClurg,  Sani- 
ui.l  F.  JliUer,  Moorhead,  Morrill.  Daniel  Mori  is,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  IMyers,  Charles  0  Neill,  Orth,  Perham,  Price,  John 
II.  Rice,  Eihvard  H.  Rollins,  Schenck,  Scofiold,  Shannon, 
Sloan,  Smithers,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Upsou,  Van  'V'alk- 
cnburgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Woodbridge — 65. 

KEPRESENTATION  IN  THE  ELECTO- 
EAL  COLLEGE. 
IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
18G5,    January    30 — Mr.     Wilson    reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  this  reso- 
lution, which  was  passed  without  a  divi.9i(>n  : 

Joint  resolution  declaring  certain  States  not  entitled  to 
representation  in  the  electoral  college. 
Whereas  the  inhabitants  and  local  authirities  of  the 
Stati  8  of  '\'irginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas, 
■t.kI  Tenne  see  rebelled  against  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  continued  in  a  state  of  armed  re- 
bellion for  more  than  three  years,  and  were  iu  said  stato  of 
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srmefl  rebellion  on  the  eierhth  day  of  November,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-four:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved,  tCc,  Tliat  the  States  mentioned  in  the  pream- 
ble to  this  joint  resolution  are  not  entitled  tu  representation 
in  the  electoral  college  for  the  choice  of  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  office 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-five;  and  no  electoral  votes 'sliall  be  received  dr 
counted  from  said  States  concerning  the  choice  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  for  said  term  of  office. 

IN  SENATE. 

February  1 — Mr.  Trdmbull  reported  it  from 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  this  amendment: 

To  strike  from  the  preamble  these  words : 
"  And  have  continued  in  a  state  of  armed  re- 
bellion for  more  than  three  years,  and  were  in 
said  state  of  armed  rebellion  on  the  8th  day  of 
Nvjvember,  18C4." 

Atd  substitute  these  :  "  And  were  in  such  state 
of  rebellion  on  the  8th  day  of  NoTember,  18C4, 
that  no  valid  election  for  President  ad  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  according  to 
the  Coustitutioa  and  laws  thereof  was  held 
therein  on  said  day." 

Which  was  agreed  to,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  moved  to  strike  from  the  pre- 
ambl-e  the  word  "Louisiana." 

Mr.  CoLLAJiER  moved  this  as  a  substitute  for 
the  preamble  and  resolution  : 

Tliat  the  ])eoplo  of  no  State,  the  inhabitants  whereof 
have  been  declared  in  a  State  of  insurrection  by  virtue  of 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  furthtr  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection  of  duties  ou  imports,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  approved  March  July  1.3, 1S61,  shall  bo  regarded 
as  empowen  ti  to  elect  electors  of  Piesident  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates  until  s;U(l  condition  of  insurrec- 
tion shall  cease  and  he  so  declared  by  virtue  of  a  law  of 
the  Uuitiil  !^tates,  or  until  they  shall  be  represented  in  both 
liduses  of  Congress. 

Nor  shall  any  vote  rast  by  any  such  electors  elected  by 
the  votes  of  theinhabitajits  of  any  such  State,  or  tho  Legis- 
lature thereof,  be  received  or  counted. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indi  ina,  moved  to  postpone 
the  re-olution  indefinitely,  which  was  lost — 
ypas  1 1,  nays  26,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Farwell,  Harlan,  Il.ir 
ris,  Howe,  Lane  of  IncUana,  ^'esiiiiih,  Ton  Eyck,  Van 
Winkle,  Willey— 11. 

N.ws — Messrs.  Anthony,  BucK-alcw,  Clark,  Coll.amer,  Con- 
lioss,  Daris,  Di.xon,  Foster,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howard,  Jo/in- 
xo«,  Laneof  Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nye,  P'jwc//,  Sher- 
man, Spragne,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, Wilson,  Wrif/ht — 20. 

1865,  February  3 — Mr.  Ten  Etck's  amend- 
ment wad  not  agreed  to — yeas  15,  nays  22,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  F.arwell,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  jVcymii/t, 
Pomcroy,  Ramsey,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Willey — 15. 

N.VTS — Jlcssrs.  Erown,  Buckaleip,  Clai  k,  CoMamer,  Con- 
ness,  Davis,  Foster,  Henderson,  Jlendnd.s,  Howard,  John- 
son, Morgan,  Morrill,  Powell,  Saulsbi/ri/.  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wrir/ld — 2:2. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  str.ke  out 
the  preamble,  wiiich  was  not  agreed  to— yeas 
12,  nays  30,  as  follows: 

Yeas — l^lessrs.  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe, 
Line  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Ten 
Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Willey— 12. 

Nats — M  .-sers.  Brown,  i?«ci-a/fi«.  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness,  Davis,  Dixon,  Farwell,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Hen- 
derson, //e?)(/Wc7i-s,  Howard,  Jilinson,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nye, 
Pinuell,  Ramsey,  Kiulshui  >/.  Sherman,  Spragne,  Stewart, 
Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson,  H'riyht — 30. 
Mr  HARRis'moved  to  amend  by  subs  ituting 
as  follows : 

Whereas  in  piirsuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved 
on  the  13th  day  of  .Inly,  1861,  the  President  did,  on  the 
10th  day  of  August,  1861,  declare  the  inhabitants  of  certain 


States,  and  among  others  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Loui- 
siana, to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United 
Slates:  and  whereas,  with  a  view  to  encourage  the  inhabi- 
tants of  such  States  to  resume  their  allegiance  to  t  \e 
United  Stales  and  to  reinauguraie  loyal  Stategovsrnments, 
the  President,  ou  the  Sth  day  of  December,  1803,  issMed  his 
proclamation,  whereby  it  was  declared,  among  other  tilings, 
that  in  case  a  State  Government  should  bo  re-est.abli^hed 
in  any  of  said  States,  in  a  manner  therein  specified,  such 
government  should  be  recognized  as  the  true  government 
of  tho  State ;  and  whereas  tho  loyal  inhabitants  of  tho 
States  of  Tennessee  and  Louisiana,  invited  so  to  do  l)y  the 
said  last  mentioned  proclamation,  have  in  good  faith  esUib- 
lished  State  governments  loyal  to  the  United  States,  or 
attempted  so  to  do;  and  whereas  such  lo.yal  inhabitants  at 
the  recent  presidential  election  have  chosen  electors  of 
President  and  Vice-President,  who  have  in  pursuance  of 
the  requirement  of  the  Constitution,  cast  their  votes  for 
tho  President  and  Vice-President;  and  whereas  doubts 
exist  as  to  the  validity  of  such  election  of  presidenti;il  elec- 
tors in  the  said  States  of  Tennessee  and  Louisiana;  and 
whereas  it  is  well  understood  that  tho  result  of  tlie  jjresi- 
dential  election  could  in  no  way  be  .alfected  by  tho  votes  of 
the  said  States,  whether  the  same  be  counted  or  not: 
Therefore, 

Be  it  ri  solved,  die..  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  determine 
the  questioti  as  to  tho  validity  of  the  election  of  electors  in 
the  said  States  of  Tennessee  and  Louisiana,  and  that  in 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  the 
result  be  dec'are<l  as  it  would  stiind  if  the  votes  of  the  said 
States  were  counted,  and  also  as  it  would  stand  if  the  votes 
of  the  said  States  were  excluded,  such  result  being  the  same 
in  either  case. 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  12,  nays  31,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Farwell,  Harris,  Howe, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Nesmit/i,  Pomeroy,  Ten 
Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Willey— 12. 

Nays — Messiw.  Brown,  Buckalew,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
mer,  Coni»ess,  Davis,  Dixon,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan, 
Henderson,  Hendricks,  Howard,  Jolinson,  Morgan,  Morrill, 
Nye,  I'l'will,  Ramsey,  SauUbur/i,  Sherman,  Spragne,  Stew- 
art, Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson,  Wrifiht — 
31. 

February  4 — Mr.  Collamer's  amendment  was 
r' jected — yeas  13,  nays  27,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Slessrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Collamer,  Dixon, 
Farwell,  Foot,  Harlan,  Howard,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Ramsey, 
Sumner,  Wilson— 13. 

Navs — Messrs.  Buckaleie,  Chandler,  Conness,  Cowan, 
Z>or(s, Doolittle, Foster,  llale,Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks, 
Howe,  Johnson.,  L:ine  of  Indian,a,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nye, 
Pomc^roy,  I'owell,  &ndshury,  Sherman,  Stewart,  Ton  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Van  Wiukle,  Willey,  Wright— ■21. 

The  joint  resolution  as  amended  being  re- 
po' ted  to  the  Senate, 

Mr.  PoMEROT  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"state  of  rebellion"  and  ins-rt  in  lieu  thereof 
the  word  "condiion;"  which  was  adopted — 
yeas  26,  nays  13,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthouy,  Brown,  Buckaleio,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Conuwss,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Farwell,  Foot,  Har- 
lan, Harris,  Henderson,  Hcndncks,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Mor- 
g.in,  Pomeroy,  J'owcll,  Ramsey,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Trum- 
bull, Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wilson— 20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Collamer,  Cowan,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Howard,  Johnson,  Morrill,  Nye,  Stewart,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade, 
Wriyht— 13. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  th  n  agreed 
to — yeas  32  nays  6,  (Messrs.  Co  win.  Foot, 
Johnson,   Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Willey.) 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kinsas,  moved  to  s  rike  out 
the  pr  amb'e,  and  to  str.ke  out  after  the  word 
"States,"  in  the  first  line  of  the  resolution, 
the  words  "  ra'  ntio-  ed  in  th  *  preamble,"  and 
to  insert  in  lieu  of  them  ♦  of  Virginia,  North 
C  rolina.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Floridn,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas, 
and  Tennessee." 

Which  was  rejected — yeas  7,  nays  30,  as  fol- 
lows ; 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Harris,  Lano  of  Kansas, 
Nesmith,  Van  Winkle,  Willey— 7. 
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Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown.  Buc?calew,  Chiindlcr, 
Clark.  Coll:iurr,  Conness.  Dni.'!.  Dixon,  Farwell,  Fuster, 
Grimes,  Ilak-,  llarhm,  Ucnilerson,  HendriclcK,  Ilowanl, 
Ju/mson,  Moigan,  Morrill,  Nye,  Powell,  lUunsey,  StuJs- 
hury,  ShoruiiiD,  Sumuer,  Ton  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wrviht—^O. 

And  the  resolution  pa  sed — yeas  29,  n  lys  10  : 

YEAr: — JIc.Bsrs.  Aiitlinny,  Brown,  Buckalnv,  Chandler, 
Clark,  C'ollamcr,  Conness,  Davis.  Di.\on,  Farwell,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Ilarlau.  Henderson.  Heizdricks,  Howard, 
Johnson,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nve,  Powell.  Kamsey,  Sherman, 
Stewart,  Sumiier,  TnmibuU,  Wade,  Wright— 29. 

Nays— Messrs.  Cowan,  Doslittle,  Harris,  Howe,  Lano  of 
Kansas,  Ncsniitli,  Saulshury,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Winkle,  Wil- 
ley— 10. 

February  4^The  House  concurred  in  the 
ameodments. 

Pendin'jf  this  question,  Mr.  Yeaman  proposed 
to  offer  this  substitute  for  the  resolution,  but, 
on  the  point  bt  ing  raised,  it  was  ruled  out  of 
order  at  that  stage  : 

That  the  votes  of  the  Presidential  electors  of  any  State 
shall  be  counted  when  pi-esented  and  verified  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  legal  method:  and  it  is  incompetent  and  immate- 
rial for  Coni;ress  to  go  behind  such  vcrilication.  and  inquire 
whether  a,  i)art  of  the  citizens  of  such  State  may  have  been 
in  rebellion  ;  and  all  laws  and  parts  of  hiws  and  joint  reso- 
lutions incompatible  with  this  are  hereby  rejiealed. 

Februar    10 — This  nifssag«^  from  the  Pkesi 

DENT  w  s  laid  before  the  Senate : 

To  the  honorahlcthe  Seriate  and 

House  of  Eepresentatirri ; 

The  joint  rasolution  entitled  ••  Joint  resolution  declaring 
certain  States  not  entitled  to  representation  in  the  Elec- 
toral College"  has  been  signed  liy  tlit^  Executive,  in  defi-r- 
eucc  to  the  view  of  Congress  implied  in  its  passage  and 
presentation  to  him.  In  his  own  view,  however,  the  two 
Houses  (f  tongress,  convened  under  the  twelltli  article  of 
the  Constitution,  have  complete  power  to  exclude  Irum 
counting  all  el  ctoral  votes  deemed  by  them  to  be  illeg  il ; 
and  it  is  not  competent  for  the  L.xecutive  to  defeat  or  ob- 
Btruct  th  it  power  by  a  veto,  as  would  be  the  case  if  his  ac- 
tion were  at  all  essential  in  the  matter.  He  <Jisclaims  all 
right  of  the  Executive  to  interfere  in  any  way  in  the  mat- 
ter of  canvassing  or  counting  electoral  votes,  and  he  also 
disclaims  that,  by  signing  s  dd  ri  solution,  ho  has  expressed 
any  opinion  on  the  recitals  of  the  preamble,  or  any  judg- 
ment ot  his  own  upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  Fehruari/  8, 1SG5. 


THE  LOUISIANA  QUESTION. 

IN  SENATE. 

18G4,  December  7 — The  credentials  of  Charles 

Smith  and   K.  King  Cutler,  as   k^enators,  were 

presen  ed,  and  referred   to   the   Committee  on 

the  Judiciary. 

1865,  February  18 — Mr.  Trumbull  made 
this  writ  en  leport ; 

The  Conmiittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  credentials  ot  U.  King  Cutler  and  Ch.arles  Smith,  chiim- 
ing  seals  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  report : 

That  in  the  early  part  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Statt;  of  Louisiana 
undertook  to  withdraw  that  State  from  the  Union,  and  so 
far  succeeded  in  the  attempt  as  by  force  of  arms  to  expel 
from  the  St.ito  for  a.  time  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  and  set  up  a  government  in  hostility  thereto. 

Since  that  time  the  United  States,  as  a  necessity  to  the 
maintaining  of  its  legitimate  authoritj'  in  Louisiana  as  one 
of  the  States  of  the  Union,  has  been  compelled  to  take  pos- 
session thereof  by  its  military  forces,  and,  in  the  absence 
of  any  local  organization!!  or  civil  magistrates  loyal  to  the 
Union,  temporarily  to  govern  the  same  by  militaiy  power. 

While  a  large  portion  of  the  State,  embracing  more  than 
two-thirds  of  its  population,  was  thus  under  the  control  of 
the  military  power,  steps  were  taken,  with  its  sanction,  and 
to  some  extent  under  its  direction, for  the  reorganization 
of  a  State  government  loyal  to  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.   The  first  aeliun  had  looking  to  suchreorganiza-  ! 
tion  was  a  registration  uf  the  loyal  personswithin  the  lim-  1 
its  of  military  control  eiititUM  to  vote  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  Luuisialia  at  the  beginning  of  the  rebel- 
liii'.i.     The  lists  thu>  made  op  cont.ain  the  names  of  between  I 
filteeu  and  eighteen  thousand  voters,  which  is  reprcsouted  to  ' 


bemore  than  half  the  number  of  voters  in  the  same  parishes 
previous  to  the  relicllion,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
voting  jioiiulation  within  tlio  same  localities  at  the  time 
the  registry  was  taken  The  next  step  taken  in  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  State  government  was  the  election  of  State 
officers  on  the  2Cd  of  February,  18G4,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  military  authority  acting  in  conjunction  with  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens.  At  this  election  11,414  votes 
were  polled.  SOS  of  which  weie  cast  by  soldiers  and  sailors — 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  who  would  not  have  been  entitled  to 
vote  under  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  as  it  existed  prior 
to  the  rebellion,  for  the  sole  reason  that  they  were  in  the 
military  service,  but  who  possessed  in  other  respects  all  the 
((ualifications  of  voters  required  by  that  instrument.  The 
balance,  10,606,  were  legal  voters  under  the  constitution  of 
the  State  prior  to  the  rebellion.  The  third  step  in  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  State  government  was  to  call  a  conven- 
tion for  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  State. 
Delegates  to  this  convention  were  elected  March  28, 18(34, 
under  the  joint  and  harmonious  direction  of  the  military 
authorities,  and  the  State  officers  who  had  been  elected  on 
the  '22d  February  previous.  In  a  paper  submitted  to  the 
committee  by  MajorQeneral  B.anks  ho  states  that  delegates 
were  apportioned  to  every  election  district  in  the  State, 
both  within  and  beyond  the  lines,  so  that  if  beyond  the 
lines  of  the  army  the  people  of  the  State  had  chosen  to  par- 
ticipate in  that  election,  the  delegates,  might  have  been  re- 
ceived if  they  had  shown  themselves  loyal  to  the  govern- 
ment. They  were  about  150  in  number.  All  elections  sub- 
sequent to  that  for  delegates  have  been  ordered  and  con- 
trolled by  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

In  the  organization  of  the  convention  it  was  provided 
that  a  majoritj'  of  the  whole  number  apl)ortionod  to  the 
State,  it  every  district  within  and  beyond  the  lines  had  been 
represented,  should  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business.  Every  vote  in  the  convention,  from  a 
question  of  order  to  the  ratification  of  the  constitution, 
was  conducted  luidcr  this  rule,  and  was  approved  by  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  dclegaies  apportioned  to  the  State  if  every 
district  had  been  represented. 

The  delegates  met  in  convention,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, on  the  6th  day  of  April,  18()4,  n-mained  in  session 
till  July  23  1864,  and  adopted  a  constitution,  republican 
in  form,  and  in  entire  harmony  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  great  principles  of  human  lib- 
erty. 

This  constitution  was  submitted,  by  the  convention  which 
adopted  it,  to  the  people  for  ratihcation,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  September,  1864,  and  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
6.806  for,  to  1,566  against  it. 

At  the  same  time  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  a  legislature  was  elected,  representing  all 
those  parishes  of  the  State  reclaimed  from  insurgent  con- 
trol, and  embracing  about  two  thirds  of  its  population. 
This  legislature  assembled  at  New  Orleans  on  the  3d  day 
of  Octolier,  l>-64,  and  proceeded  to  put  in  operation  a  State 
government  by  providing  for  levying  and  c  Uecting  taxes, 
the  establishment  of  tribunals  for  the  administratien  of 
justice,  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  education,  and  such 
other  measures  as  were  necessary  to  the  re-establishment 
of  a  State  government  in  harmony  with  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  St.ites.  The  State  government 
thus  inaugurated  has  been  in  successful  operation  since 
the  period  of  its  establishment,  and  your  committee  are  as- 
sured that  if  no  exterior  hosiile  force  is  permitted  to  enter 
the  State,  the  local  State  government  is  fully  equal  to  the 
mainlainingof  peace  and  tranquillitj- throughout  the  State, 
in  subordination  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

The  manner  in  which  the  new  State  government  was  in- 
augurated is  not  wholly  free  from  objection.  The  local 
State  authorities  having  rebelled  again.st  the  government, 
and  there  being  no  State  or  local  officers  in  existence  loyal 
to  its  authority,  in  taking  the  initiatory  steps  for  a  reor- 
ganization, some  irregularities  were  unavoidable,  and  the 
number  of  voters  participating  in  this  reorganization  is  less 
than  would  have  been  desirable.  Yet,  when  we  take  into 
consideration  the  l.argo  number  of  voters  who  had  left  the 
State  in  consequence  of  the  rebellion,  who  had  fallen  in 
battlo,  or  were  alisent  at  the  time  of  the  election,  both  in 
the  Union  and  rebel  armies,  and  the  difficulties  attending 
the  obtaining  of  a  full  vote  from  those  remaining,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unsettled  condition  of  affairs  in  the  State,  and 
the  further  fact  that  the  adoption  of  the  amended  constitu- 
tion was  not  seriously  opposed,  and  therefore  the  question 
of  its  ratification  not  calculated  to  call  out  a  full  vote,  the 
number  of  votes  cast  is  perhaps  as  large  as  could  hav.  been 
expected,and  the  Slate  government  which  has  been  ri'organ- 
ized.  as  your  committee  believe,  fairly  represents  a  majority 
of  the  loyal  voters  of  the  State. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  copy  (;f  the  various  orders  and  proo 
lainaiions  issued  in  regard  to  the  election  of  State  oilieers, 
delegates  to  the  Constitutional  convention,  and  members  of 
the  legislature,  and  also  a  copy  of  election  laws  and  iu.'^truc- 
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tions  relative  to  the  dntiei"  of  commissioners  of  elections, 
issued  for  tlie  guidiuice  of  officers  in  conilactiiig  Siiid  elec- 
tion 

Messrs.  Cutler  and  Smith,  the  claimants  for  seats,  -were 
duly  elected  senators  by  the  legislature  which  convened  on 
the  third  day  of  October,  lS6i,  and  but  for  the  fact  that,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congi-ess  passed  on  the  13th  day  of 
July,lS61,  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  were 
declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United 
States,  and  all  commercial  intercourse  belweeu  them  and 
the  citizens  of  other  States  declared  to  be  unlawful,  which 
condition  of  things  had  not  ceased  at  the  time  of  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  State  government  and  the  election  of  Messrs. 
Cutler  and  Smith,  your  committee  would  recommend  their 
immediate  admission  to  seats. 

The  persons  in  possession  of  the  lncal  authorities  of  Lou- 
isiana having  rebelled  against  tlie  authority  of  the  United 
States,  and  her  inhabitants  having  been  declared  to  be  in 
a  state  of  insurrection  in  pursuance  of  a  law  passed  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  your  committee  deem  it  impn  per 
fur  this  body  to  admit  ti>  seats  senaiors  from  Louisiana,  till 
by  some  joint  action  of  both  Houses  there  shall  be  some 
recognition  of  an  existing  State  government  acting  in  har- 
mony with  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  recog- 
nizing its  nutliority. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  for  adoption,  be- 
fore taking  definite  action  upon  the  right  of  the  claioiants 
to  seats,  the  accompanying  joint  resolution. 

The  joint  resolution  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  dc.  That  the  United  States  do  hereby  recog- 
nize the  government  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  inaugurated 
under  and  by  the  convention  which  assembled  on  the  6th 
day  of  April,' A.  D.  1S&4,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  as  the 
legitimate  government  of  the  said  State,and  entitled  to  the 
guaranties  and  all  other  rights  of  a  State  goverumeut  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales. 

February  23 — Mr.  Sumner  moved  this  sub- 
stitute : 

That  neither  the  people  nor  the  Legislature  of  any  State, 
the  people  of  which  were  declared  to  be  In  insurrection 
against  the  United  States  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, dated  August  16, 18G1,  shall  hereafter  elect  Hcpre- 
Bentativcsor  Senators  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
until  the  President,  by  proclamation,  shall  have  declared 
that  armed  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  within  such  State  has  ceased;  nor  until  the  people 
of  such  Slate  shall  have  adopted  a  constitution  of  govern- 
ment not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  tlie 
United  States;  nor  until,  by  a  law  of  Congress,  such  State 
shall  have  been  declared  to  be  entitled  to  representation  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to — yeas  8,  nays  29,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Conness,  Grimes,  Howard,  Sprague, 
Stewart,  Sumner,  Wade — 8. 

N.4YS — Messrs.  Anthony,  BuclaUw,  Carlile,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittlo,  Farwell,  Foster,  Ila'e,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Hendricks,  Jolinscn,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  Morrill,  iVesmiW;,  Nye,  Pomeroy,  i'oiue?/, 
Kamsey,  Eicliardson,  Riddle,  Ten  Ejck,  Trumbull,  Willey, 
>rn£»/ti— 29. 

February  25 — Mr.  Sumneb.  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  offer  this  substitute  at  the  proper 
time  : 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States,  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment  consistent  with  the  common  defence 
and  the  general  walfare,  to  re  establish  by  act  of  Congress 
republican  governments  in  those  States  where  loyal  gov- 
ernments bave  been  vacated  by  the  existing  rebellion,  and 
thus,  to  the  full  extent  of  their  power,  fulfil  the  require- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  tint  "the  United  States  shall 
guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of 
government." 

Sec.  2.  That  this  important  duty  is  imposed  by  the  Con- 
Btilntion  in  express  terms  on  •'  the  United  States,"  and  not 
on  individuals  or  clas-ses  of  individuals,  or  on  any  military 
commam'er  or  executive  officer,  and  cannot  bo  intrusted 
to  any  such  persons,  acting,  it  may  be,  for  an  oligarchical 
class,  and  in  disregard  of  large  numbers  of  loyal  people; 
liut  it  must  be  performed  by  the  United  States,  repre'^en ted 
by  the  President  and  both  Houses  of  Congress,  acting  ior 
the  whole  people  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  That,  in  determining  the  extent  of  this  duty,  and 
in  the  absence  of  any  precise  definition  of  the  term  "'  repub- 
lican form  of  government,"  we  cannot  err,  if,  when  called  to 
perform  this  guarantee  under  the  Constitution,  we  adopt 
the  self-evident  truths  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
as  an  authoritative  rule,  and  insist  that  iu  evei-}'  re-estab- 


lished StAto  the  consent  of  the  governed  shall  be  the  only 
just  foundation  ot  government,  and  all  men  shall  be  equal 
before  the  law. 

Si:c.  4.  That,  independent  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, it  is  plain  that  any  duty  imposed  by  the  Consti- 
tution must  be  i)erfornied  in  conformity  with  justice  and  rea- 
son,and  in  thelightof  existingfacts;  that,  therefore,  in  the 
performance  of  this  guariintee,  there  can  bo  no  power  under 
the  Constitution  to  disfranchise  loyal  people,  or  to  recognize 
any  such  disfranchisemeut,  especially  when  it  may  hand 
over  the  lojal  majority  to  the  government  of  the  disloyal 
minority;  nor  can  there  be  any  power  \mder  the  Constitu- 
tion to  discriminate  in  favor  of  the  rebellion  by  admitting 
to  the  electoral  franchise  rebels  who  have  forfeited  all 
rights  and  liy  excluding  loyal  persons  who  have  never  for- 
feited any  right. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  United  States,  now  called  at  a  crisis  of 
history  to  perform  this  guarantee,  will  fail  in  duty  under 
the  Constitution,  should  they  allow  the  re-establishment  of 
any  Stiite  without  proper  safeguards  tor  the  rights  of  all 
tfje  citizens,  and  especially  without  making  it  impossible 
for  rebels  now  in  arms  against  the  national  government  to 
trample  upon  the  rights  of  those  who  are  now  fighting  the 
battles  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  path  of  justice  is  also  the  path  of  peace, 
and  that  for  the  sake  of  peace  it  is  better  to  obey  the  Con- 
stitution, and,  in  coulormity  with  its  requirements  in  the 
performance  of  the  guarantee,  to  re  establish  State  govern- 
ments on  the  consent  of  the  governed  and  the  equality  of 
all  persons  before  the  law,  to  the  end  that  the  foundations 
thereof  may  be  permanent,  and  that  no  loyal  m.ajorities 
may  be  again  overthrown  or  ruled  by  any  oligarchical 
class. 

Sec.  7.  That  a  government  founded  on  military  power, 
or  having  its  origin  in  military  orders,  cannot  be  a  "  reput>- 
lican  Ibrm  of  government"  according  to  the  requirement 
of  the  Constitution;  and  that  its  recognition  will  be  con- 
trary not  only  to  the  Constitution,  but  also  to  that  essen- 
tial principal  of  our  government  which,  in  the  language  of 
Jefferson,  establishes  '■  the  supremacy  of  the  civil  over  the 
military  authority." 

Sec.  S.  That  iu  the  States  whose  governments  have  been 
already  vacated,  a  government  founded  on  an  oligarchical 
class,  even  if  erroneously  recognized  as  a  '•  republican  form 
of  government "  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Constitution, 
cannot  sustain  itself  securely  without  national  support ; 
that  such  an  oligarchical-  government  is  not  competent  at 
this  moment  to  di.schargo  the  duties  and  execute  the  powers 
of  a  State;  and  that  its  recognition  as  a  legitimate  govern- 
ment will  tend  to  enfeeble  the  Union,  to  postpone  the  day 
of  reconciliation,  and  to  endanger  the  national  tranquillity. 
Sec  9.  That  considerations  of  expediency  are  in  harmony 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  and  the  dic- 
tates of  justice  and  reason,  especially  now,  when  colored 
soldiers  have  shown  their  military  value;  that  as  their 
muskets  are  needed  for  the  national  defence  against  rebels 
in  the  field,  so  are  their  ballots  yet  more  needed  against 
the  subtle  enemies  of  the  Union  at  home  ;  and  that  without 
their  support  at  the  ballot-box  vhe  cause  of  human  rights 
and  of  the  Union  itself  will  be  in  constant  peril. 

February  25— Mr.  Sumner  offered  this  proviso 
to  be  added  to  the  resolution  : 

Provided,  That  this  shall  not  take  effect  except  upon  the 
fundamental  condition  that  within  the  St.ite  there  shall  be 
no  denial  of  the  electoral  franchise,  or  of  any  other  rights 
on  account  of  color  or  race,  but  all  persons  shall  be  equal 
before  the  law.  And  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  by  a 
solemn  public  act,  sh.all  declare  the  assent  of  the  State  to 
this  fundamental  condition,  and  shall  transmit  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  an  authentic  copy  of  such  assent 
vrhenever  the  same  shall  be  adopted,  upon  the  receipt 
whereof  he  shall,  by  proclamation,  announce  the  fact; 
whereupon,  without  auy  further  proceediugs  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  this  joint  resolution  shall  take  effect. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  to  insert  after  the  word 
"  race,"  the  words  '  or  sex." 

After  debate,  Mr.  Wade  moved  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject until  the  first  Monday  of  December  next; 
which  w  s  not  agreed  to — yeas  12,  nays  17,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Buckal'-w,  CarJile,  Chandler,  Davit, 
Hendricks,  Howard,  Pnwdl,  Riddle,  Sumner,  \V'ade,  Wright 
—12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Clark,  Dixon.  Doolittle,  Foot,  FostiT,  Har- 
lan, Henderson,  Howe,  Lftne  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  K:insa3, 
Morgan,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Willey, 
■Wilson — 17. 


The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  coasumcd 
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in  formal  motions  to  adjrurn,  and  in  debate; 
and  the  subject  was  not  again  reached  during 
the  session. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

18G4,  December  13 — Mr.  Eliot  offered  a  joint 
resolution  decl  ring  that  the  State  of  Louisiana 
may  resume  i»s  political  relations  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Referred  to 
the  Onmraittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

18G5,  February  11 — Mr.  Dawes,  from  the 
Committee  on  Elections,  made  this  report : 

37(6  Committee,  of  Elections,  to  whom  ivere  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  M.  F.  Bonzano,  clnming  a  seat  in  thisi  house 
as  a  representative  from  t!ie  first  congressional  district  in 
Louisiana,  submit  the  following  report: 
The  election  upon  which  Jlr.  Bonzano  claims  the  seat 

was  held  on  the  5th  of  September,  18&4.    The  number  of 

votes  cast  was — 

For  Mr.  Bonzano 1,609 

For  all  others 1,456 

Total 3,065 

This  election  derives  its  authority  from  the  constitutional 
convention  which  commenced  its  session  in  New  Orleans, 
April  6,  1864,  which  amended  essentially  and  adopted  anew 
ti.e  constitution  of  Louisiana,  and,  among  other  things, 
did  on  the  22d  of  July,  1864,  divide  the  State  into  five  con- 
gressional fUstricts,  in  accordance  with  the  number  of  rep- 
resentatives assigned  to  that  State  in  tlie  apportionment 
under  the  census  of  1860,  and  ordered  an  election  to  be 
held  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  1S64,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  State  hitherto  to 
elect  representatives  to  the  present  Congress.  As  the  elec- 
tion under  consideration  derives  its  autliority  from  this 
convention,  a  recital  of  the  main  facts  connected  with  the 
origin  and  action  of  that  convention  becomes  necessary  to 
a  proper  understanding  of  the  subject. 

From  nearly  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  till  the 
appearance  of  the  federal  fleet  under  Commodore  Farragiit 
before  the  city  of  New  Orleans  in  April,  1SG2,  the  State  had 
been  overrun  by  the  rebel  armies,  and  the  governor  had 
traitorously  abandoned  his  duty  and  post,  leaving  the  peo- 
ple without  loyal  government,  and  delivered  over  to  the 
rebellion.  XJpon  the  taking  possession  of  New  Orleans  by 
General  Butler  on  the  1st  of  May  following,  he  issued  a 
proclamation,  in  which,  am»ng  other  tilings,  he  invited 
••  all  persons  well  disposed  towards  the  government  of  the 
United  States"  to  renew  their  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
promised  to  such  the  protectionof  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.  Under  this  proclamation  sixty-one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighty-two  (61,:i82)  citizens  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  before  the  close  of  the  following  October.  Sub- 
sequcfitly,  as  the  rebel  army  retired  from  other  portions  of 
the  Slate,  and  the  federal  army  advanced  and  extended  its 
lines,  the  citizens  of  the  districts  or  parishes  thus  delivered 
from  the  restraint  of  the  rebellion  also  promptly  came  for 
ward  and  renewed  their  allegiance  to  the  government  of  the 
Union.  Soldiers,  white  and  black,  enlisted  into  the  armies 
of  the  Union,  and  in  New  Orleans  many  of  the  citizens 
formed  themselves  into  home-guards,  to  assist  the  federal 
authorities  in  case  of  an  attack  by  the  rebels. 

As  fiist  as  new  parishes  were  brought  into  the  federal 
lines  and  the  people  in  sufficiently  large  nnmliers  renewed 
tUeir  allegiance,  and  recognized  the  autliority  of  the 
United  States,  the  military  governor  of  the  State  appointed 
judges,  justices  of  the  peace,  clerks  of  courts,  sherilfs,  con- 
stables, and  other  civil  officers,  and  performed  all  the  acts 
which  legally  and  constitutionally  devolve  upon  the  gover- 
nor of  Louisiana.  In  all  of  which  her  loyal  citizens  ac- 
quiesced and  rendered  an  nnquestioned  obedience. 

Under  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  then  military  gover- 
nor, November  14,  1862,  an  election  was  held  December  3, 
1862,  for  representatives  in  the  37  th  Congress  from  the  first 
and  second  congressional  districts  of  the  State,  under  the 
old  apportionment  and  the  law  of  Louisiana  as  it  existed 
before  the  rebellion.  In  the  first,  2,643  votes,  and  in  the 
second  5.117  votes  were  c;ist  at  this  election.  And  the  gen- 
tlemen claiming  to  have  been  thus  duly  elected  presented 
their  credentials  to  the  last  l  ongress,  which,  after  careful 
examination  and  full  discussion,  admitted  them  to  seats  as 
members.  The  admission  of  these  representatives  to  seats, 
and  the  opportunity  which  it  gave  to  the  loyal  sentiment 
of  the  State  to  be  heard  and  make  itself  manifest,  had  a 
most  salutary  effect  upon  the  people  of  that  State,  and 
from  that  time  the  desire  for  a  new  State  government  and 
a  resumption  of  State  functions  rapidly  increased  through- 
out all  that  portion  of  the  State  within  our  lines. 
The  major  general  commanding  in  the  department  of  the 


Gulf,  yielding  to  the  pressure  from  all  Bides  that  he  would 
give  direction  to  some  practical  end  to  the  efforts  which 
this  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  was  prompting  to  re- 
organize and  re-establish  their  State  government,  did, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  issue  on  January  11, 
1864,  a  proclamation  which  is  annexed  to  this  report,  in- 
viting the  people  of  Louisiana  to  participate  in  an  election 
on  the  22d  of  February  of  State  officers  under  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  State,  except  so  far  as  they  related  to 
the  subject  of  slavery,  which  were  declared  to  be  to  that 
extent  suspended  and  inoperative.  Several  orders  intended 
to  secure  freedom  of  election  and  conformity  as  far  as  pos- 
sible to  the  laws  of  Louisiana  previous  to  the  rebellion  were 
issued  by  the  general  commanding,  and  the  evidence  is  satis- 
factory to  the  committee  that  to  the  extent  of  the  federal 
lines  this  election  w:us  general,  conducted  in  good  order, 
free  from  military  orother  control,  and  largely  participated 
in  by  the  people. 

It  resulted  in  the  election  of  State  officers  by  a  vote  of 
11,414.  At  this  election  no  person  voted  who  was  not  by 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  Louisiana  a  voter,  except  sol- 
diers and  sailors  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  who 
were  citizens  of  Louisiana  and  in  the  S'ate  at  the  time  of 
the  election,  to  the  number  of  808.  All  who  voted  took 
the  oath  prescribed  by  the  President  in  his  proclamation  of 
December  8,  1863. 

These  officers  were  installed  on  the  4th  of  March  follow- 
ing at  New  Orleans,  in  presence  and  with  the  acclaim  of  a 
large  concourse  of  people,  estimated  at  50.000.  On  the 
pleven'h  of  the  same  month  the  commanding  general  is- 
sued another  order,  whiih  accompanies  this  report,  calling 
for  an  election  of  delegates  to  a  convention  for  the  revision 
and  amendment  of  the  constituiion  of  the  State-  The 
governor  b}'  a  proclamation  joined  in  this  call.  All  par- 
ties were  consulted  in  reference  to  this  election,  and 
differed  only  as  to  the  time  of  holding  it. 

This  convention  commenced  its  Sessions  at  New  Orleans, 
April  6.  18G4.  and  adjourned  on  the  2jth  of  July.  The 
entire  proceedings  and  debates  of  this  body  have  been  laid 
upon  the  tables  of  the  members  of  this  house.  The  most 
important  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  State  pro- 
posed by  it  were  those  in  relation  to  slavery.  The  follow- 
ing were  adopted  by  it,  as  the  first  and  second  articles  of 
the  conatitutioa: 

TITLE  I. 

EMANCIPATION. 

.Article  1.  Slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  except  aa 
a  punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the  l>arty  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted,  are  hereby  forever  abolished  and  prohibit- 
ed thro«ghoutthe  State. 

Article  2.  The  legislature  shall  make  no  law  recogniz- 
ing the  right  of  property  in  mau. 

The  proceedings  of  the  convention  were,  by  proclamation 
of  the  governor,  submitted  to  the  people  for  ratification  or 
rejection  on  September  ."J,  1864,  and  were  ratified  without 
material  opposition.  The  whole  number  of  votes  was  over 
9,000. 

This  constitutional  convention,  by  an  ordinance  adopted, 
divided  the  State  into  five  Congressional  districts,  and  di- 
rected e'ections  for  representatives  to  the  present  Congre.s8 
to  be  hidd  in  them  on  the  5tli  September,  1864.  And  inac- 
cordance  with  sa^d  ordinance,  the  governor  issued  his  proc- 
lamition  directin;?  elections  to  be  held  in  accordance  with 
it.  In  pursuance  of  this  ordinance  of  the  convention  and 
proclamation  of  the  governor,  elections  were  held  in  these 
several  distri-ts  for  representa'ives  in  this  Congress;  and 
ia  the  first,  M.  F.  Bonzano  received  1.609  votes  out  of  3.06.5 
cast.  The  governor  gave  him,  accordingly,  a  certificate  of 
his  election,  which  has  been  presented  to  the  House  and 
referred  to  this  committee. 

The  committee  have  heard  Mr.  Bonzano  in  his  own  be- 
half, as  also  -Mr.  Field,  who  claims  to  have  been  elected  at 
the  same  time  in  the  second  district.  General  Banks,  and 
others.  The  information  and  arguments  submitted  by  them 
acccmpany  this  report. 

This  election  depends  for  its  validity  upon  the  effect 
which  the  Ib^use  is  disposed  to  give  to  the  efforts  to  reor- 
ganize a  State  government  in  Louisiana,  which  have  here 
been  briefly  recited.  The  districting  of  the  St  ite  for  rep- 
resentatives, and  the  fixing  of  the  time  for  holding  the 
election,  were  the  act  of  the  convention.  Indeed,  the  elec- 
tion of  Governor  and  other  State  officers,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
istence of  the  convention  itself,  as  well  as  its  acts,  are  all 
parts  of  the  same  movements. 

It  is  objected  to  their  validity,  that  they  neither  origina- 
ted in  nor  followed  any  pre-existing  law  of  the  State  or  na- 
tion. But  the  answer  to  this  objection  lies  in  the  fact  that- 
in  the  nature  of  the  case,  neither  a  law  of  the  State  or  na- 
tion to  meet  the  case  was  a  possibility.  The  State  was  at- 
tempting to  rise  out  of  the  ruin  caused  by  an  armed  orer- 
throtv  of  its  laws.  They  had  been  trampled  in  the  dust; 
and  there  existed  nobody  in  the  State  to  make  an  ena- 
^  bling  act.    Congress  cannot  yasa  an  enabling  act  for  a 
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State.  It  is  neither  one  of  the  powers  granted  by  the 
several  States  to  the  general  govenirucnt,  nor  necessary 
to  the  carrying  out  of  any  of  those  powers;  and  all  "the 
powers  not  delesatod  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, nor  prohiLiited  by  it  to  tlie  States,  aio  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  or  the  pwple"  It  is  preposterous  to 
have  expected  at  the  hands  of  the  rebel  authorities  in  Lou- 
isiana that,  previous  to  the  overthrow  of  the  State  govern- 
ment, tliey  should  prepare  a  legal  form  of  proceeding  for 
its  restoration.  In  the  absence  of  any  such  legal  form  pre- 
p  ired  beforehand  in  the  State,  and  like  absence  of  power  on 
.the  part  of  the  general  government  under  the  delegated 
powers  of  the  Constitution,  it  follows,  that  the  power  to  re- 
store a  lost  State  government  in  Louisiana  existed  no- 
where, or  in  '•  the  people,"  the  originil  source  of  all  politi- 
cal power  in  this  country.  The  people,  in  the  exercise  of 
tliat  power,  cannot  bo  required  to  conform  to  any  particu- 
lar moile,  for  that  presupposes  a  power  to  prescribe  outside 
of  themselves,  which  it  has  been  seen  does  not  exist.  The 
rvsuU  must  be  repu))Iicau ;  for  the  peoploand  the  States  have 
surrendered  to  the  United  States,  to  that  extent,  the  power 
over  tlieir  form  of  government  in  this,  that  "  the  United 
States  sliall  guarantee  to  every  State  a  repubhcan  form  of 
gi.ivernmeiit." 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  if  this  work  of  reorganizing 
and  re-establishing  a  State  government  was  the  work  of  the 
people,  it  was  the  legitimate  exercise  of  an  inalienable 
and  inherent  rigli'',  and,  if  republican  in  form,  is  entitled 
not  only  to  recognition  but  to  the  "  guaranty"  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  therefore  been  direct- 
ed to  the  inquiry  how  far  this  effort  to  restore  constitu- 
tional government  in  Louisiana  has  been  the  work  of  the 
people.  Those  engaged  in  the  traitorous  attemjit  to  des- 
troy the  government  form  no  part  of  that  people  engaged 
in  the  patriotic  effort  to  restore  it.  The  govenmient  is  to 
be  macle,  if  at  all,  for  and  by  patriots  and  not  by  traitors. 
In  answering  another  and  essential  question,  whether  a 
government  once  erected  in  that  State  will  be  able  to  main- 
tain itself  against  domestic  violence,  traitors  must  be 
counted,  but  not  for  their  voice  in  making  the  govc-rnment 
Itself  As  well  might  the  inmates  of  a  State  prison  be  enu- 
merated and  consulteil  upon  determining  the  character  of  a 
code  of  laws  designed  for  their  government. 

The  evidence  before  the  committee,  and  all  the  informa- 
tion they  conld  obtain,  satisfied  them  that  the  movement 
which  lesulted  in  the  election  of  State  officers,  the  oalling 
of  a  convention  to  revise  and  amend  the  constitution,  the 
ratification  of  such  revisal  and  amendment  by  a  popular 
vote,  and  the  subsequent  election  of  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, wivs  not  on'y  participated  in  by  a  large  majority,  al- 
most a  proaching  to  un mimity,  of  the  lojal  people  of  the 
State,  but  that  tliat  loyal  people  constituted  a  majonUy  of 
all  the  people  of  tho  State.  Making  proper  allowance  for 
those  who  have  been  driven  out  by  the  rebellion,  have  gone 
into  its  ranks,  or  perished  at  its  hands,  and  also  for  the 
sparsi'ly  settled  and  insonie  parts  bari'en  character  of  near- 
ly a:l  tliat  jMirlion  (jf  Fh"  Stale  still  outside  of  the  federal 
lim-s  compared  witli  the  populous  and  riidi  and  fertile  por- 
tions within,  there  can  bo  but  little  d  lubt  of  the  correct- 
ness of  these  conclusions.  The  committee  refer  to  the  ac- 
companying statements  for  the  extent,  character,  and  pop- 
ulation of  the  portions  of  tho  State  within  and  outside  the 
feder:i!  lines. 

The  committee  find  from  all  the  facts  that  this  election 
was  hehl  under  tho  auspices  of  a  new  State  organization 
which  ha.?  arisen  upon  the  ruins  of  the  old,  in  as  much  con- 
formity to  law  as  the  natiKe  of  the  case  would  permit — in 
which  tho  loyal  people  throughout  the  lltate  acquiesce — 
andat  this  moment  in  the  full  discharge  of  all  thefunctions 
of  a  State  government.  They  entertain  no  doubt  of  the 
ability  of  this  government  to  maintain  itself  against  domes- 
tic violence  if  protected  from  enemies  without.  About 
forty  thousand  loyal  Louisianians,  white  and  blaxk,  are  now 
ill  the  armies  of  the  Union,  a  force  amply  sufficient  to  over- 
awe any  lurking  discontent,  or  punish  any  open  resistance 
within  its  borders.  The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  encourage  thisefl'ort  to  restore  law 
and  order  in  Louisiana.  Tho  pri'cedents  are  many  since  the 
rebellion  commenced,  of  the  admission  of  members  where 
greater  irregularities  existed  than  in  the  present  case.  In 
the  Loni-i:ina  case,  in  the  hxst  House,  the  committee  held 
the  following  lauguage,  which  was  sustained  by  a  very  large 
vote  in  the  llouse: 

'■  Representation  is  one  of  the  very  essentials  of  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  and  no  one  doubts  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  cannot  fulfil  this  obligation  without  guaranteeing 
that  representation  here.  It  was  in  fulfilment  of  this  obliga- 
tion that  the  army  of  the  Union  entered  New  Oi  leans,  drove 
out  the  rebel  usurpation,  and  restored  to  tho  discharge  of 
its  appropriate  functions  the  civil  aiUhority  there.  Its 
work  is  not  ended  till  there  is  representation  here.  It  can- 
not secure  that  representation  through  the  aid  of  a  rebel 
governor.    Ueuce  the  necessity  for  a  military  governor  to 


discharge  such  functions,  both  military  and  civil,  which 
necessity  imposes  in  the  interim  l)rtween  the  absolute  reign 
of  rebellion  and  the  complete  restoration  of  law.  Suppose 
Governor  Moore  to  be  the  only  traitor  in  Louisiana:  one  of 
two  things  must  take  place.  The  people  must  remain  un- 
represented, or  some  one  must  assume  to  fix  a  time  to  hold 
these  elections.  Which  alternative  approaches  nearest  to 
republicanism,  nearest  to  the  fulfilment  of  our  obligations 
to  guarantee  a  republican  form  of  government  to  that 
people — closing  the  door  of  representation,  or  recognizing 
as  valid  the  time  fixed  by  the  military  governor  ?  Are  this 
people  to  wait  for  representation  here  till  their  rebel  gov- 
ernor returns  to  his  loyalty  and  appoints  a  day  for  an  e  eo- 
tion,  or  is  the  government  to  guarantee  that  representa- 
tion as  best  it  may?  The  committee  cannot  distinguish 
between  this  act  of  the  military  governor  and  the  many 
civil  functions  he  is  performing  every  day,  acquiesced  in  by 
everybody.  To  pronounce  this  illegal  and  refuse  to  recog- 
uizeit,  iis  to  pronounce  his  whole  administration  void  and 
a  usurpation.  But  necessity  put  him  there  and  keeps  him 
there." 

In  another  case,  that  of  Andrew  J.  Clements,  of  Tennes- 
see, the  committee  of  the  last  House,  after  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  tho  whole  subject,  submitted  a  resolution,  which 
w.os  nnanimously  adopted  by  tho  Uouse,  in  favor  of  hia 
right  to  the  seat  he  claimed,  based  upon  the  following  con- 
clusion: 

"  In  conclusion,  the  committee,  upon  the  whole  evidence, 
find  that  on  the  day  of  election  no  armed  force  prevented 
any  considerable  number  of  voters  in  any  part  of  the  dis- 
trict from  going  to  the  polls,  and  that  on  that  day,  in  con- 
formity with  the  forms  of  law,  two  thousand  votes  at  least 
were  cast  for  the  memorialist  as  a  representative  to  this 
Congress,  and  none,  so  far  as  the  committee  know,  for  any 
other  person.  They  therefore  report  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  recommend  its  adoi^tion." 

The  committee  of  the  present  House  liave  had  occasion 
repeatedly  to  state  the  same  positions  in  coming  to  conclu- 
sions upon  similar  c;ises,  in  which  they  have  been  sustained 
by  the  House.  They  are  strengthened  in  these  conclusions 
upon  a  re-examination  of  them  in  the  present  case,  and 
tliey  therefore  submit  the  f  dlowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  M.  F.  Bouz  ino  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House  as  a  representative  from  the  first  congressional 
district  in  Louisiana. 

Messrs.  Smithers  and  Upson  presented  this 
minority  report : 

The  undersigned,  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to 
whicli  was  rtf erred,  a  ceriairW  paper,  purporting  to  be  tlie 
credentials  of  M.  F.  Bmizano  as  representative  from  Vie 
first  congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  views,  dissentnng  from  the 
report  of  tlie  said  committee  as  presented  by  the  majority 
tlirreitf: 

Before  proceeding  to  consider  the  facts  presented  by  the 
meagre  and  unsatisfactory  testimony  produced  before  them, 
the  undersigned  deem  it  proper  to  suggest,  biielly,  their 
views  of  tho  condition  of  Louisiana,  the  true  issue  proposed 
for  tho  consideration  of  tliis  House,  and  the  nature  and 
amount  of  proof  requisito  to  its  proper  determination. 

The  people  of  Louisiana,  acting  through  tlieir  regularly 
constituted  authorities,  on  the  11th  day  of  Deccmlier,  1S60, 
ordered  a  couvention  and  appointed  the23dday  of  Jauuarj^ 
18G1,  for  its  assemblage.  Pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  legis- 
lature an  election  for  delegates  was  held  and  the  conven- 
tion met  on  the  day  fixed.  On  tho  25th  of  the  same  mouth 
an  ordinance  of  secession  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  113  yeas 
to  17  nays,  which,  by  authority  of  tlio  convention,  was  sub- 
mitted tor  ratification  and  subsequently  ratified  by  a  vote 
of  20,448  to  17,296,*  a«d  afterward,  on  tho  21st  day  of  JIarch, 
the  same  convention  ratlfiad  the  confederate  constitution 
by  a  vote  of  101  to  7. 

In  these  proceedings,  not  only  the  regular  authorities, 
but  the  people  of  Louisiana  participated.  In  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  the  people  of  that  State  acting  through 
approved  and  organized  bodies,  the  whole  public  property 
of  the  United  States,  including  great  treasure  and  vast 
quantities  of  munitions  of  war,  was  seized  by  public 
functionarifs  and  transferred  to  tho  political  organization 
styling  itself  "  the  Confederate  States  of  America." 

By  '  fBcial  :icts  and  resolutions  the  authorities  of  Louisi- 
ana, acting  by  force  of  the  powers  with  whicli  they  were 
invested  by  the  positive  sanction  of  tho  people,  declared 
the  bonds  which  had  theretofore  attached  that  people  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  he  disrupted  and 
their  allegiance  to  be  transfen-ed  to  another  sovereignty. 
The  government  created  by  them  weut  into  existence  and 

*  This  erroneous  statement  was  taken  from  the  first 
edition  of  this  work.  See  page  4  of  this  volume,  and  tlie 
votes  given  at  the  close  of  this  chapter. 
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full  operation, and  there  was  no  other  goveinmont  in  tlie 
State  of  Louisiiina  nor  any  other  organized  boily  assuming 
or  pretending  to  exercise  civil  functions,  executive,  legisla- 
tive, or  judicial.  Thus  was  estaUished  a  government  de 
'  facto. 

The  operation  of  this  act  was  very  different  as  affecting 
the  people  and  Government  of  the  United  States  ami  the 
people  and  government  of  Louisiana.  So  far  as  the  United 
States  was  concerned,  and  so  far  as  her  rights  were  to  he 
affected,  the  act  was  wholly  unconstitutional  and  void.  It 
changed  no  relation  of  citizenship  or  allegiance,  ,ind  her 
lights  of  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  remained  unimpaired, 
only  suspended  in  their  exercise  by  the  presence  of  a  mili- 
tary power  which  prevented  the  operation  of  civil  sovei'- 
eignty  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  through  the 
dvil  magistracy.  The  necessity  for  the  assertion  of  these 
rights  by  tlie  suppression  of  armed  resistance  to  her  au- 
thority required  a  resort  to  force,  and  a  manifestation  of 
opposition  by  organized  rebellion  developed  a  condition  of 
civil  war,  which  to  the  ordinary  incidents  of  sovereignty 
superadded  the  rights  of  a  belligerent  power.  Thus  the 
State  of  Louisiana  became  subject  to  the  laws  of  war,  and, 
rebellion  in  that  Slate  being  yet  unsujipressed,  there  has 
hitherto  been  no  goverument  there  recognized  by  the 
United  States,  except  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  armj', 
and  no  law  cxcei)t  the  military  code. 

Though  thus  inoperative  and  ineffectual  agunst  the  gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  Union,  the  acts  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana  weresiifficient  to  work  a  radical  change  in  their 
relations  to  their  former  State  goverument.  By  their  rev- 
olutionary but  voluntary  actions  they  disorganized  their 
own  political  society,  abrogated  their  former  political  in- 
stitutions, ivnd  erected  in  their  stead  a  government  oijerated 
by  a  magistracy  acknowledging  no  allegiance  to  our  Con- 
stitution, but  holding  and  administering  their  offices  in 
derogation  of  and  in  hostility  to  the  authority  and  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

By  these  disorganizing  .acts  the  sovereign  power  of  Loui- 
siana reverted  to  the  loyal  people  of  that  State,  and  wis  held 
in  abeyance  until  such  time  as  l)y  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion  and  the  overthrow  of  the  usurping  an 'hority  tliey 
should  bo  rendered  capable  to  resume  tlio  functions  of  gov- 
ernment through  the  organic  action  of  the  pco;ile,  mani- 
festing their  will  by  their  voluntary  choice  of  a  government 
republican  in  form,  and  subordinate  to  the  Constitution  and 
Liws  of  the  United  States. 

Whether  this  has  been  accomplished  is  the  primary  ques- 
tion to  be  determined,  for  until  there  is  an  organized  State, 
tliere  is  no  right  or  capacity  to  be  represented  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

In  the  determination  of  this  question  the  burden  of  proof 
13  on  those  who  seek  for  a,dmission,  or  claim  any  benefit 
under  or  by  force  of  the  establishment  of  such  pretended 
government.  It  is  matter  of  public  history,  recognized 
and  certified  by  the  official  acts  and  declarations  of  this 
government,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
were  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States,  and  that 
such  condition  still  remains  wholly  unchanged  or  unaf- 
fected by  any  rescission  or  modification  thereof. 

Has  evidence  been  presented  which  authorizes  this  house 
to  declare  that  the  people  of  Louisiana,  by  any  proper  mode 
of  expression,  have  changed  the  status  in  which  tliey  were 
placed  by  their  own  acts  and  established  a  republican  gov- 
ernment? Such  only  is  the  form  contemplated  by  the  Con- 
stitution; such  only  has  any  title  to  represeutation  on  this 
floor;  such  only  is  the  United  States  bound  to  guarantee 
or  authorized  to  recognize. 

The  indispensable  quality  of  such  government  is  that  it 
shall  emanate  from  the  people,  and  not  only  must  it  be 
derived  from  the  great  body,  but  their  agency  in  its  organ- 
ization must  have  been  voluntary.  The  idea  of  restraint 
is  incomiiatible  with  volition.  The  government  must  not 
only  rest  on  the  consent  of  the  governed,  but  that  coasent 
must  not  be  procured  by  force  or  intimidation. 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  result  may  show  that  a  gov- 
ernment iipparently  republican  has  been  created,  but  the 
creation  must  be  the  exercise  of  a  will  unaffected  by  the 
presence  of  an  overawing  power. 

The  erection  of  a  State  government  is  a  purely  civil  act. 
It  has  no  affinity  or  connection  with  martial  law.  The  civil 
power  is  alone  capable  to  distinguish  or  declare  the  fact  of 
its  establishment  or  the  essential  conditions  of  its  exist- 
ence. The  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  the  only  body 
liHVin.g  authority,  primarily,  to  recognize  the  government 
of  a  State.  Neither  the  Executive  nor  any  subordinate 
military  commander  has  capacity  to  incept  or  consummate 
its  creation.  The  undersigned  do  not  insist  that  an  act  of 
Congress  is  necessary  as  a  prerequisite  to  enable  the  people 
of  Louisiana  to  form  a  government,  but  the  judgment  of 
Congress  must  be  passed  on  the  result  of  the  action  of  the 
people,  in  the  recognition  of  their  act,  before  representa- 
tives can  be  entitled  to  admission  on  this  floor.  This  house 
must  be  satisfied  that  their  constitution  is  ordained  in  ac- 


cordance with  their  deliberate  and  unforced  will,  before  It 
it  can  lend  its  sanction  to  the  act  or  reco,'nize  its  validity. 
Two  questions,  therotbre,  are  presented  for  consideration: 

1.  Did  the  great  body  of  tlio  loyal  people  of  L'>uisiaria,  in 
fact,  participate  or  clearly  concur  in  ihe  establishment  of 
the  government  offered  for  recognition? 

2.  Was  their  act  the  result  of  their  deliberate  will  and 
voluntary  choice,  tinp'ocured  by  military  interference? 

If  both  these  questions  are  affirmatively  answered,  then 
the  State  government  set  up  by  the  convention  of  18fj4  is 
entitled  to  be  recognized:  if  either  is  negatived,  then  there 
can  be  no  pretence  of  right,  to  such  recognition,  or  to  the  ad- 
mission of  representatives  from  the  t^tateof  Louisiana. 

In  cunsideringthese  questions,  it  is  ni-ilter  of  regret  that 
the  testimony  before  the  committee  was  so  limited,  being 
confined  to  tne  statements  of  Major  General  Banks  and  A. 
P.  Field,  and  the  evidence  of  R.  V.  Montague  and  Luther 
V.  Parker,  all  produced  by  and  in  support  of  the  right  of 
the  claimants. 

No  one  ajipearcd  to  contest  the  recognition  of  the  State 
government,  or  to  dispute  the  validity  of  the  credentials  of 
the  proposed  members.  The  committee  had,  therefore,  no 
opportunity  to  examine  witnesses  adverse  to  them,  al- 
tuough  it  is  well  understood  that  there  are  many  who  dis- 
sent Iroin  the  action  pretended  to  have  been  had  in  Loui- 
siana, and  we  are  coini)elled  to  decide  this  grave  matter 
upon  tliofj;  parte  declarations  of  persons  interested  in,  or 
manif-'rly  sti'ongly affected  toward,  the  recognition  of  the 
governniLnt  inaugurated  liy  the  convention.  VVith  circum- 
stances so  unfavorable  to  a  proper  exhibition  of  the  f.icts 
attending  its  organization,  the  undersigned  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  two  material  questions  proposed  : 

1.  Did  the  great  body  of  the  loyal  peopleof  Lou'si.ana  con- 
concur  in  the  establishment  of  the  State  government  de- 
manding our  recognition? 

There  are  forty-eight  parishes  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
including  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Of  these,  nineteen,  to 
wit:  Orleans,  Ascen.sion,  Assumption,  Avoyelles,  East  Ea- 
ton Rouge,  West  Baton  Rouge,  Concordia,  East  Feliciana, 
.Jefferson,  Lafourche,  Madison,  Plaquemines,  St.  Bernard, 
St.  James,  St.  .Tohn  the  Baptist,  St.  Mary,  Terrebonne, 
Iberville,  and  Rapides,  sent  delegates  by  a  total  vote  of 
about  6,500,  leaving  the  residue  of  the  State,  or  twenty- 
nine  parishes,  unieiiresented;  and  at  the  election  for  the 
ratification  of  the  constitution,  held  on  t!;e  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1S64,  being  alsothedayon  which  repres^'ntatives  to 
Congress  were  voted  for,  the  number  polled,  as  returned  to 
tlio  committee,  was  about  8,000,  of  which  some  6,500  were 
cast  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  alone,  the  votes  in  the 
fmrth  and  fifth  congressional  districts  amounting,  in  the 
aggregate,  to  676. 

This  Convention  was  composed  of  ninety-five  delegates, 
of  which  number  the  ptiridi  of  Orleans  was  represented  by 
sixty-three,  leaving  to  the  country  parishes  the  residue  of 
thirty-two.  The  undersigned  have  no  definite  information 
of  the  number  of  votes  polled  in  each  parish,  either  at  the 
election  of  delegates,  or  on  the  question  of  ratification,  nor 
the  number  cast  for  the  constitution,  nor,  if  any,  against 
it,  but  they  are  enabled  to  furnish  some  indication  of  the 
vote  outside  of  New  Orleans  by  the  sparse  returns  which 
they  gather  from  the  journal  of  tlio  convention. 

It  appears  that  the  parish  of  Ascension,  within  our  lines 
and  neighboring  to  New  Orleans,  and  which  in  1860  had  a 
white  population  of  3,940,  elected  her  delegates  by  61 
votes;  that  Plaquemines,  with  a  white  population  in  1860 
of  •J,529,  cast '246;  and  in  the  parish  of  Madison,  the  wit- 
ness .Montague  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  28. 

It  is  admitted  that  elections  were  held  only  in  the  par- 
ishes included  within  our  lines,  and  that  these  lines  were 
the  Teche  on  the  one  side  and  the  Amite  on  the  other, 
ccmiprehending  the  parish  or  city  of  Orleans,  and  the 
neighboring  parishes  on  the  Mississippi.  To  a  question 
propounded  to  General  Banks  as  to  what  portion  of  the 
State  voted,  his  reply  was: 

'•Alias  far  up  as  I'oint  Coupeft,  and  there  were  some 
men  from  the  Red  river  who  voted  at  Vidalia." 

And  in  his  statement  he  announces  that — 

"  The  city  of  New  Orleans  is  really  the  State  of  Loui- 
siana." 

In  1R60  there  were  367.629  whites  in  the  State,  of 
whom  149,063,  or  much  le«s  than  one-half,  were  in  New 
Orleans,  so  that  in  no  legitimate  sense  can  it  be  said  that 
it  constitutes  the  State.  It  isdiicrediblo  that  there  arc  not 
many  loyal  men,  the  test  of  loyalty  being  the  willingness 
to  tike  an  oath  of  allegiance,  who  were  entitled  to  suffrage 
upon  the  question  of  the  formation  of  their  government, 
but  who,  from  the  control  of  the  public  enemy,  had  no  oi>- 
portunity  to  vote.  But  assume  the  statement  to  be  true, 
it  is  in  evidence  that  there  are  not  less  than  13,000  regis- 
tered and  qualified  voters  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  alone 
wdio  have  taken  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President,  and  the  vote  cast  at  the  ratification  and 
the  election  for  members  of  Coagress  demonstrates  that 
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not  more  than  one-half  the  number  of  those  entitled  to 
vote  in  tliat  city  voted  at  that  election,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  residue  of  the  State. 

Ill  the  suggestions  presented  by  General  Banks  to  the 
Judiciiry  Committee  of  the  Senate,  he  attempts  lo  account 
for  the  meagre  vote  by  the  operation  of  three  causes: 

"Ist.  By  the  fact  that  no  opposition  to  the  constitution 
was  manifested  in  public  or  private,  and  no  special  eflbrt  on 
the  part  of  its  friends  was  required  to  secure   its  adaption 

"2d.  That  tiio  fact  that  much  uncertainty  existed  as 
to  the  probable  ratification  of  tlie  form  of  govei'iiment 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  deterred  many  per- 
sons from  sujiportingit  who  would  gladly  have  done  so  had 
'  they  known  it  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
government:  and, 

'•3d.  I'roru  the  belief  th:i,t  it  was  possible  that  the  rebel 
authority  in  this  State  might  hereafter  be  established, 
when  persons  participating  in  the  reorganization  would 
suffer  in  consequeuco  of  that  act. 

'•  These  last  considerations  affected  many  perfectly  well 
disposed  and  naturally  loyal  but  timid  persons. 

"  liad  a  contest  >ipon  tlie  constitution  been  made  by  the 
opponents  of  emancipation,  and  had  it  been  geuer.illy  un- 
derstood that  the  authority  lor  organization  would  have 
been  approved  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the 
vote  in  this  election  would  not  have  been  less  than  1.5,iiOO." 

As  to  the  cause  first  assigned,  without  intimating  that 
General  Banks  does  not  speak  according  to  his  belief,  in  view 
of  the  testimony  of  Jlessrs.  l-'ield  and  Parker,  who  were 
doubtless  better  informed,  the  undersigned  must  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  the  accuracy  or  extent  of  his  knowledge: 
for  it  is  unquestionable  that  there  was  much  private  if  not 
public  hostility  to  its  ratification. 

The  other  causes  alleged  are  very  striking,  as  demonstrat- 
iu  >;  not  the  concurrence  of  the  people,  but  exactly  the  re- 
verse, and  indicating  a  settled  purpose  not  to  havoanything 
to  do  with  the  election.  They  found  very  sufflcientgrounds 
for  not  participating,  and  theundersignedsuggest  that  they 
are  fatal  to  the  reasoning  of  General  Banks. 

Mr.  Field  felt  the  force  of  the  objection  on  that  point 
and  endeavored  to  avoid  it.  In  -accounting  for  the  paucity 
of  the  vote,  he  says : 

'•  It  may  be  asked,  and  with  some  propriety  too,  why  did 
we  not  poll  a  larger  vote?  That  was  beyond  our  control. 
You  see,  the  party  representing  the  McL'lellan  interest  re- 
fused to  vote.  They  would  have  no  participation  in  the 
election.  The  party  representing  the  interest  of  Mr.  Dur- 
ant  woull  not  vote  for  what  they  called  a  bogus  govern- 
ment. We  could  not  force  them  to  vote.  Tliej'  were 
qualified,  for  they  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance." 

Luther  T.  Parker,  also,  speaking  in  relation  to  the  can- 
Vitss,  gives  his  experience  and  the  result  of  his  observation: 

'•The  election  was  as  fully  canvassed  as  any,  and  those 
who  wanted  to  speak  and  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, spoke  as  freely  as  they  would  at  any  other  time 
orplae.  I  was  one  of  the  speakers  .at  the  election  for 
members  of  Congress,  and  I  know  the  contest  was  a  sharp 
one.  There  were  all  the  elements  of  o;)position  brought 
to  bear  that  could  be  and  in  every  shape  and  form.  The 
only  thing  that  we  had  trouble  with  was,  that  there  were 
certain  parties  there  who  would  not  vote  either  one  way  or 
the  other. 

"Question.  By  Mr.  Dawes     Why? 

"Answer.  They  would  not  give  uny  reason  why. 

"Question.  Were  they  parties  professing  to  be  loyal? 

"Answer.  Parties  reputed  to  be  loyal,  and  we  had  no 
reasi  n  to  believe  them  to  be  disloyal. 

••  Question.  By  Mr.  Suiithers.  What  proportion  of  such 
men  was  there? 

"  An>wer.  1  cannot  tell. 

"  Question.  Was  the  number  large  or  small  ? 

"  Answer.  Pretty  large. 

"Question.  By  Mr. Dawes.  Who  lepresen ted  those  men 
who  declined  to  participate  in  the  election? 

"Answer.  I  understood  Durunt  and  Fellows,  and  a  few 
such  men.' 

It  is  true  that  General  Banks,  in  his  statement,  says,  in 
reply  to  the  question  as  t)  «  hat  portion  of  the  loyal  people 
of  Louisiana  are  represented  by  the  views  which  Mr.  Dur- 
aut  entertains : 

"There  are  not  enough  to  appear  at  the  polls.  It  is  a 
party  of  chiefiidns  without  an  army." 

But  it  is  manifest  that  those  who  are  better  acquainted 
with  the  facts  place  a  higher  estimate  on  their  numerical 
strength,  since  they  allege  their  di^fection  us  one  of  the 
chief  reasons  lor  the  smallness  of  the  vote. 

General  Banks,  in  his  statement  to  the  Senate  Committee, 
estimates  the  number  of  registered  voters  within  the  Union 
lines  at  from  16,000  to  18,000;  so  that  not  more  than  one- 
half  participated  in  the  erection  of  the  new  government, 
even  of  those  within  the  lines  actually  held  by  the  army, 
to  say  nothing  of  those  who  lived  in  all  the  State  of  Loiii- 
Biaua  lying  without  our  occupancy,  and  this,  too,  upon  the 


supposition  that   every  Tote  that  was  cast  was  in  fevor  of 

ratili  cation. 

But  it  is  argued  that  having  an  opportunity  to  vote, 
their  refusal  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  was  the 
fault  of  the  recusants,  and  that  they  are  bound  by  the  acts 
of  those  who  e.xercisethe  power  of  suffrage. 

From  this  proposition  the  undersigned  wholly  dissent. 
Whatever  force  the  suggestion  might  have  in  the  case  of 
the  choice  of  representatives  or  other  otficers  chosen  at  an 
election  established  by  and  held  in  conformity  with  an  ex- 
isting law  prescribing  such  election,  they  are  unable  to 
perceive  its  aijplication  to  the  creation  of  a  government 
and  the  adoption  of  a  constitution  emanating  and  deriving 
its  sanction  Iroin  tlie  original  action  of  the  people,  much 
less  to  an  election  ordered  by  the  military  power  without 
warrant  of  law.  On  the  contrary,  it  was.  in  their  judg- 
ment, requisite  to  the  establishment  of  such  government 
that  it  should  have  received  the  support  and  sanction  of  a 
majority  of  the  loyal  people  of  Louisiana. 

In  his  statement  to  tlio  committee,  General  Banks  directs 
attention  to  the  topography  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for 
the  purpose  of  estaiilishmg  the  fact  that  the  lands  capable 
of  production  are  along  the  river  banks,  and  that  the  larger 
portion  of  arable  and  therefore  inhabited  lands  are  within 
the  Union  lines,  suggesting  thereby  the  presence  of  popu- 
lation. 

Unless  he  intended  this  inference,  it  is  difficult  to  dis- 
cover the  pertinency  of  the  allusion  or  the  value  of  his  ob- 
servations in  this  behalf.  In  ihis  suggestion  he  has  been 
even  more  unfortunate  than  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
votes. 

By  computation  from  the  photographed  map  furnished 
to  the  committee,  it  appears  that  within  the  lines  nomi- 
nally held  by  the  Union  arms,  there  are  982,71-1  acres  of  im- 
proved lands,  while  in  the  parishes  wholly  outside,  and  over 
which  there  is  no  pretence  of  control,  there  are  1,574,307 
acres.  This  result  is  produced  upon  a  calculation  most 
favorable  to  the  claimants,  since  it  embraces  parishes,  such 
as  Rapides,  Concordia,  Avoyelles,  and  St.  Martin's,  which, 
while  nominallj'  within  our  lines  of  control,  are  really 
abandoned,  from  this  computation  the  parishes  of  Bien- 
ville without  and  Assumption  and  St.  Beiliard  within  our 
lines  are  excluded,  no  data  concerning  them  being  fur- 
nished by  the  map. 

Without  pursuing  this  branch  of  the  investigation  fur- 
ther, the  undersigned  suggest  that  the  first  question  should 
be  negatively  answered,  and  that,  in  view  of  the  facts,  it 
may  be  truly  averred  that  the  people  of  Louisiana  did  not 
participate  or  concur  in  the  establishment  of  the  govern- 
ment presented  for  recognition. 

The  second  question  is  whether  the  government  pre- 
tended to  be  formed  was  the  result  of  the  voluntary  act  of 
the  people  of  Louisiana,  unprocured  by  military  iutener- 
euoe. 

This  will  be  best  answered  by  the  history  of  its  estab- 
lishment, by  the  views  of  its  authors,  and  its  actual  capa- 
bility to  effect  the  purposes  for  which  civil  governments 
are  created. 

It  is  testified  by  M.ajor  General  Banks,  and  admitted,  that 
the  duty  of  organizing  a  Government  in  the  state  of  Lou- 
i.viana  was  committed  by  the  President  to  General  Shepley, 
then  military  governor  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  Thomas  J. 
Duraiit,  an  eminent  citizen  of  that  city  ;  that,  in  pursuance 
of  the  power  thus  vested  in  them,  they  proceeded  to  some 
extent  iu  the  enrollment  of  voters  and  in  developing  senti- 
ments of  loyalty  among  the  inhabitants.  The  work  of  re- 
organization not  proceeding  with  suiBcient  rapidity  to  sat- 
isfy the  Executive,  in  December,  1863,  General  Banks 
received  a  letter  from  that  functionary,  expressing  his  dis- 
appointment at  the  development  of  loyal  feeUng,  and 
calling  upon  him  to  communicate  the  reason.  To  this  let- 
ter General  Banks  replied  that  he  could  not  explain  the 
cause,  but  thatif  the  President  desired  an  enrollment  of  the 
loyal  people,  or  a  government  organized,  it  could  be  done, 
and  if  the  Executive  would  give  him  directions  he  would 
do  it  immediately.  In  answer  to  this  proffer  authority  was 
conferred  upon  him  to  take  such  measures  as  he  thought 
necessary  to  organize  a  loyal  free  State  government  by  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  without  other  suggestion  or  limita- 
tion. 

The  authority  committed  to  the  former  agents  of  the 
President  was  revoked,  and  the  trust  was  broadly  and  un- 
restrictedly confided  to  the  major  general  commanding  the 
d'partment  of  the  Gulf,  the  military  representative  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  ruling  with  absolute  authority  over  the 
State  to  be  re  organized,  and  of  which  State  he  declared 
that  "  the  fundamental  law  was  martial  law."  In  pursi»- 
ance  of  the  authoiity,  in  execution  of  the  trust,  and  in 
assurance  of  a  complete  redemption  of  the  pledge  made  to 
the  Piegident,  General  Banks,  on  the  11th  of  January, 
1864,  issued  an  order  for  the  election  of  State  officers  and 
indicated  the  22d  of  February  as  the  day  of  election,  and 
subsequently,  in  cousummatioa  of  the  object  with  which 
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he  was  charged,  issued  another  order  to  which  the  under- 
siiTii'd  call  attention.  In  that  order  the  following  lan- 
guage is  used : 

"Tliose  who  hare  exercised  or  are  entitled  to  the  rights 
of  citi/.cna  of  the  United  States  will  be  required  to  parlici- 
pate  in  tho  measures  necessary  for  the  re-establishiuent  of 
civil  governiueiit."  '-It  is  llnrtfore  a  solemn  duty  resting 
upon  all  persons  to  assist  in  the  earliest  possible  restoration 
of  civil  government.  Let  them  participate  in  the  measures 
suggested  for  tbis  purpose.  Opinion  is  free  and  candidates 
are  numerous.  Open  hostility  cannot  be  permitted — indif- 
ference will  be  treated  as  crime  and  faction  as  treason." 

J'he  undersigned  regret  thit  they  have  not  a  copy  of  the 
official  order,  but  they  have  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of 
the  qaotatiou,  as  it  is  fully  conhrmed  by  the  statement  of 
Major  General  Banks  before  the  committee.  He  thus 
speaks  in  relation  to  the  election,  and  the  orders  issued  by 
him  relative  thereto: 

•■  1  appealed  veiy  strongly  to  the  people  to  take  a  part  in 
the  electi  m.  I  thought  it  was  necessary,  and  I  said  what 
I  thought  was  right — that  the  Ioy.d  citizen  who  refused  to 
take  any  part  in  the  measures  necessary  lor  re-estab- 
lishing the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  its  political  institutions,  could  not  be  consid- 
ered loyal,  and  had  not  an  absolute  claim  to  remain  there. 
tut  it  was  never  said  to  any  man,  '  You  must  vote;'  'You 
shall  vote ;  if  you  do  not  you  shall  bo  sent  away.'  That 
idea  never  was  enforced." 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  question  was  not  con- 
cerning the  enforcement  of  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  it  was  not  concerning  the  repression  of  hos- 
tility against  its  authority,  but  concerning  the  re-organiza- 
tion of  their  State  government  and  the  election  of  their 
municipal  officers,  which  they  had  the  absolute  right  to  de- 
termine, and  to  which  freedom  of  opinion  and  action  was 
essential. 

Let  it  also  be  remembered  that,  in  his  letter  to  the  Pres- 
ident, General  Lanks  had  declared  that  he  could  and  prom- 
ised that  he  would  re-organize  a  State  government  in  Lou- 
isiana; and  that  the  purpose  being  so  declared,  the  agent 
to  effect  it  was  the  military  commander,  vested  with  com- 
plete control  over  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  voter,  ai  d 
holding  in  his  hands  the  terrible  enginery  of  martial  law. 
iu  view  of  these  facts,  it  appears  to  the  undersigned  to 
be  the  veriest  sophistry  to  declare  that  "  it  was  never  said 
to  any  man,  '  You  must  vote.'  " 

The  order  finds  its  counterpart  in  the  letter  of  Mason 
to  the  Virginia  electors,  with  the  additional  incentive  to 
obedience  that  the  major  general  had  at  his  command  all 
the  machinery  of  military  commissions,  provost  marshals, 
and  files  of  bayonets,  to  enable  him  to  carry  his  threat  of 
banishment  into  speedy  and  unappealable  execution. 

It  is  no  answer  that  he  did  not  do  it — it  is  no  palliation 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  do  it — the  threat  was  clear  and  un- 
f-quivocal,  the  power  to  enforce  it  was  present,  and  no  man 
but  the  major  general  himself  could  venture  to  determine 
that  he  would  not  execu(e  it.  The  invitation  was  irre- 
sistible; the  effect,  invincible:  peoiJle  voted;  Ilahn  was 
declared  elected,  and  the  promise  of  the  major  general 
thus  far  redeemed. 

Immediately  following  the  gubernatorial  election,  an  or- 
der issued  from  the  same  inexorable  authority,  command- 
ing the  choice  of  delegates  to  a  convention,  appointing  the 
day  of  election  and  the  time  and  place  of  its  assemblage. 
In  pursuance  of  this  command,  delegates  were  chosen,  and 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  record  of  the  debates  indicates 
their  judgment  as  to  the  source  of  their  power.  This  jour- 
nal commences  by  the  statement: 

"This  day  being  fixed  by  the  general  order  of  Major 
General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  commanding  the  United  States 
forces  in  the  department  of  the  Gulf." 

Al  a  subsequcHt  stage  of  their  proceedings,  on  page  614 
of  the  same  journal,  one  of  the  most  active  and  apparently 
inrtiieutial  members,  afterwards  elected  a  senator  and  now 
applying  lor  admission,  arguing  tlieir  capacity  to  punish 
for  an  alleged  contempt,  thus  defines  the  origin  and  power 
at  the  convention : 

"  We  are  uot,only  a  convention  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
but  a  military  power — ere  ited  and  emanatinglrom  no  other 
Koince  than  the  military  power,  and  exioting  by  virtue  of 
civil  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States." 

With  such  high  origin  and  unlimited  power,  it  is  some- 
what ludicrous  that  it  was  powerless  to  arrest  a  simple 
citizen,  but  was  compelled  to  request  of  General  Banks  to 
issue  his  order  directing  his  provost  marshal  to  take  meas- 
ures necessary  to  enable  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  bring  a 
newspaper  editor  before  the  convention.  So  wholly  de- 
pendent were  they  on  the  military  authority,  and  so  open 
in  their  acknowledgment,  that  they  assembled  at  the 
command  and  sat  in  the  shadow  of  the  sword  of  the  major 
general  conuuanding  the  department  of  the  Gulf. 

Such  and  so  directly  under  the  instigation  of  General 
Banks  being  the  reorganization  of  the  pretended  govern- 
ment, the  undersigned  invite  attention  to  the  question 


whether  it  is  capable  to  fulfil  the  legitimate  ohiects  of  its 
creation — the  protection  of  the  citizen  in  the  enjoyment  ol 
his  civil  rights,  in  the  maintenance  of  commercial  inter- 
course, and  the  punishment  of  offenders  against  its  own 
laws. 

How  far  it  is  effective  for  the  foi  mer  will  he  manifest 
from  an  order  issued  by  command  of  Major  Ueneial  Ilurl- 
Init,  so  late  as  December  21,  1864,  and  signed  by  Ilarai  Rob- 
inson, colonel  1st  Louisiana  cavalry  and  provost  marshal 
gineral.  The  order  is  in  these  words: 
[  '•  Special  Order  No.  lib.] 

"  1.  The  military  approval  on  permits  for  plantation, 
family,  and  trade  store  supplies,  when  such  permits  do  not 
e.vceed  two  hundred  and  filty  dollars,  williu  future  be  signed 
by  order  of  the  provost  marshal  gener:il,  by  a  commis- 
sioned officer  on  duty  at  this  office.  This  signature  shall  be 
valid  for  all  military  posts  and  for  the  follnwing  parishes: 
St.  Bernard,  Plaquemines,  Orleans,  Jefferson,  St.  Charles, 
St.  .Tohu  Baptist,  St.  James,  Lafourche,  Terreljonne,  and  a3 
nuich  of  Assumption  and  St.  Mary  as  may  be  wiihiu  our 
military  lines." 

So  utterly  unready  are  the  people  of  Louisiana  for  civil 
government,  that  it  is  not  permitted  to  tho  inhabitants  to 
traffic  even  for  family  stores,  without  a  military  permit, 
within  the  parishes  considered  most  loyal,  and  of  tliese  par- 
ishes there  are  only  nine  within  the  whole  State  in  which 
such  permit  is  available. 

It  such  be  its  condition  as  to  commercial  intercourse 
among  its  own  citizens,  the  undersigned  suggest  that  the 
government  is  placed  in  even  a  luoie  absurd  view  as  to  its 
helplessness  in  assuring  protection  by  the  punishment  of 
otfenders  against  its  own  laws.  In  proof  of  this  they  ask 
attention  to  the  following  order  issued  by  Major  General 
Uurlbut,  dated  December  27, 1864: 
[  "Special  Order  No.  349.] 

"o.  Upon  the  official  report  of  the  attorney  general  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  that  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice 
areinsufficient  to  punish  the  offenders  named  by  him,  and 
in  consideration  that  the  State  government  and  courts  ol 
Louisiana  owe  their  present  existence  to  military  authority, 
it  is  ordered  tliat  ftlichael  De  Courcey,  Benjamin  Orr,  E. 
McShane,  Y.  M.  Robinson,  A.  G.  Pierson,  and  B.  Wads- 
worth,  for  peculation  and  other  offences,  be  sent  for  trial 
before  the  miliUiry  commission  now  in  session  in  tho  city  of 
New  Orleans,  and  of  which  Brigadier  General  B.  S.Roberts, 
United  States  volunteers,  is  president,  and  that  the  attor- 
ney general  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  be  admitted  to  appear 
before  said.commission  as  public  prosecutor." 

What  a  conclusive  refutation  of  the  allegation  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  government  capable  to  maintain  itself,  and  to 
lulfil  tho  conditions  of  its  estaldishment,  and  how  absoluta 
the  proof  as  to  the  regard  in  which  it  is  held  by  the  military 
authorities  !  The  attorney  general  of  the  State  supplicates 
the  major  general  to  supplant  the  majesty  of  the  law,  and 
to  erect  a  military  commission  to  try  offences  properly  cog- 
nizable by  the  ordinary  criminal  tribunals;  and  with  cool 
complacency  General  Ilurlbut  accedes  to  the  request,  in 
consideration  that  the  State  government  and  courts  owe 
their  existence  to  military  authority,  and  gracioutly  per- 
mits the  law  officer  to  appear  before  the  militaiy  commis- 
sion to  prosecute  offences  against  the  municiiial  code  of 
Louisiana  ! 

Surely  it  is  mockery  to  designate  such  a  government  by 
tho  name  of  republic,  or  to  dignify  such  a  com.iiunity  with 
tho  title  of  a  State. 

Two  points  are  pressed  by  General  Banks  with  much 
earnestness  as  inducements  to  recognition  : 

1.  The  propriety  of  recognition  as  tending  to  develop 
loyal  sentiments. 

2.  The  danger  that  the  inhabitants  will  invito  French  in- 
tervention. 

W'ith  due  respect,  the  undersigned  fail  to  perceive  the 
force  of  these  suggestions. 

Loyalty  in  Louisiana,  in  the  main,  consists  of  mere  submis- 
sion to  the  power  having  the  present  ascendency.  It  is 
clearly  and  truly  stated  by  General  Banks  that  little  reli- 
ance is  to  be  placed  on  an  oath  of  allegiance  as  a  test  of 
fidelity,  and  it  is  notorious  that  the  major  portion  of  those 
within  the  Union  lines,  and  nearly  all  the  delegates  to  the 
convention,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  "theC'onfederate 
States,"  and  so  long  as  their  power  was  maintained  in  Loui- 
siana, either  voluntarily  orcompulsorily,  demonstrated  their 
faithfulness  by  obedience.  Upon  the  occupation  of  New 
Orleans  by  the  Union  forces  tho  same  persons,  with  equal 
readiness,  took  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  President's  proc- 
lamation, and  so  long  as  we  hold  occupancy  and  control 
will  remain  faithful — but  no  longer.  Should  the  rebel  arms 
again  prevail  there,  the  great  body  will  succumb  and  relapse 
into  acquiescence  in  its  supremacy. 

The  only  effective  mode  is  to  suppress  the  rebellion  in  the 
State — to  destroy  the  government  at  Shreveport — to  take 
permanent  occupancy  of  the  country,  and  give  such  assur- 
ance of  protection  as  will  enable  the  people  to  rest  secure 


586 


APPENDIX. 


in  their  demonstrations  of  fidelity.    This  is  not  to  he  done  i 
by  the  creation  or  ricoj;iiition  of  improvised  or  iuijioieut 
civil  governijirnts,  liut  by  tlie  steady  advance  of  tlio  army, 
bringing  tlie  inliabitants  under  onr  permanent  control. 

when  this  shall  have  been  done,  the  work  of  restoration 
and  roorg.anization  will  be  desirable  and  easy  of  attain- 
ment. Until  it  shall  have  been  acconij)li.shed  all  schemes 
of  reconstrngtion  arc  futile,  resnltincj  only  in  the  creation 
of  quasi  civil  governments  wholly  snbject  to  military  au- 
thority, and  incapahlo  of  furniiihing  protection  or  insuring 
respect. 

Tlio  suggestion  of  French  interference  and  apprehension 
for  the  Siitety  of  New  Orleans  savors  of  the  argument  ad 
captandum. 

The  undersigned  will  bo  perniit'ed  to  observe  that  Fr.'ince 
is  aftected  by  do  consideration  of  the  presence  or  absence  of 
civil  government  in  Louisiana.  Without  underrating  the 
importance  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  or  the  navigation 
of  t'le  Mis.sissippi,  they  suggest  that  their  safety  is  better 
insured  by  nav.l  arniamenta,  well  appointed  forlitications, 
and  the  Laynnets  of  our  gallant  soldiers,  than  by  the  un- 
substantial sovereignty  vested  in  Governor  iJahn.  Foreign 
intervention  has  been  prevented,  not  by  considerations  of 
national  morality  or  the  arts  of  diplomat^y,  but  by  the 
manifestation  of  the  pow«r  and  energy  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  by  her  stupendous  resources,  by  lier  won- 
derful invention  in  the  perfection  of  the  enginery  of  war,  and 
by  the  prowess  of  her  army  and  navy,  rendering  doubt- 
ful, if  not  desperate,  the  issue  of  any  conflict  on  land  or 
sea. 

These  are  the  instrumentalities  upon  which  we  must  rely, 
not  only  for  the  safety  of  New  Orleans  but  for  the  final 
suppression  of  the  rebellion,  until  whith  time  the  (piestion 
should  be,  not  how  soon  States  shall  bo  reorganized  and 
members  be  admitted  on  this  floor,  but  how  tney  shall  be 
restrained  from  setting  up  governments  without  a  jieople 
and  proposing  representatives  without  constituencies,  to 
the  danger  of  feeble  legislation  and  the  detriment  of  the 
republic. 

In  view  of  the  liicts  elicited  bj' the  investigation  of  the 
matter  committed  to  them,  the  undersigned  submit  tlie 
following  resolution,  dissenting  from  the  vote  of  the  majori- 
ty of  t!ie  committee : 

Ilcsolved,  That  M.  F.  Bouzano,  claiming  to  be  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  first  congressional  district  of  Louisi- 
ana, is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House  as  a  member 
thereof. 

N.  B.  SMITIIEn.S, 
CIIAS.  Ul'SON. 

February  17 — An  affirmative  report  was  pre- 
sented in  llie  cases  of  A.  P.  Field  aud  W.  D. 
Mann,  claiming  ."seats  from  tlie  second  aud  tliird 
congressional  districts  in  Louisiana  based  upon 
the  reasoning  and  facts  stated  in  tlie  preceding 
report. 

No  votes  were  taken. 

THE    AKKANSAS    QUESTION. 
IN  SENATE. 

1865,  January  27 — Mr  Pomeroy  introduced 
tills  joint  reso;ution,  which  was  referred  to  the 
CommiLtee  on  the  Judiciary: 

FOR  THE  RETURN  OF  AKK.\NSAS  TO  THE  UXION. 

Whereas  the  Presiill-nt  of  the  United  States,  by  a  proclama- 
tion bearing  dale  ihcsixteenth  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  hixty-one,  did,  among  other  things,  de- 
cliire  that  the  inhaliiiants  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  were  in 
a  condition  of  insurrection  against  the  United  States,  and 
liiat  all  commercial  intercourse  betv.-een  thesai.l  State,  and 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  the  citizens  of  other  States, 
and  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  was  and  would  remain 
uidawful,  until  such  insurrection  should  ceaso  or  be  sup- 
pressed ;  and  wherea-s,  by  Wieir  own  act,  the  citizetis  of  a 
portion  of  the  .said  State  met,  in  conrention,  at  Fort  Smith, 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  October,  anno  Domini  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  si.xty-tlnee, and  passed  resolutions  recommending 
the  choosing  of  delegates  to  a  St.ito  convention;  the  vigo- 
rous prosecution  of  the  war,  as  long  as  rebels  in  .trms 
against  the  government  of  the  United  States  could  be 
found,  and  the  aliolition  of  the  institution  of  slavery,  and 
announcing  Inrtlier  the  ilctirminatinn  to  support  the  ad- 
ministration in  its  elTorts  to  suppress  tlie  existing  rebellion; 
and  which  movement  was  heartily  seconded  by  thousands 
of  the  loyal  ( itizuns  of  the  State,  who,  \jithoHt  knowledge 
that  an  amnesty  proclamation  was  about  to  bo  promulgated, 
were  earnestly  desirous  of  being  recognized  again  by  the 
general  government;  and  whereas,  under  tlie  Presidents 
proclamation  of  December  eight,  eigUteeu  hundred  and 


sixty-three,  and  his  instmctiong  to  Major  General  Steela, 
then  commanding  the  department  of  .Arkansas,  bearing 
date  January  twenty,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixtv-four,  a 
State  government  w.as  duly,  and  without  milit.-iry  i-L-straint, 
organized  on  the  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  sixteenth  days 
of  March,  anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
and  a  constitution  republican  in  form  and  forever  pruhibit- 
ing  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  except  i'T  the  pun- 
ishment of  crime,  was  ratified  by  a  vote  of  twelve  thou- 
sand two  hundied  and  twenty-six  for,  to  one  liundred  and 
seventy-seven  against  it;  and  whereas  the  progress  of  our 
arms  has  been  such  in  Arkansas  as  to  justi.y  llio  re-estal>- 
lishment  of  a  State  government  therein,  and  the  evidences 
of  the  h  yalty  of  the  people  of  this  State,  evinced  by  tiieir 
united  and  cordial  support  and  adherence  t  i  this  constitu- 
tion and  the  laws  made  under  it,  and  by  furnishing  fver 
six  full  regiments  and  a  battery  for  the  cause  of  the  Union 
in  this  national  conflict  are  snlBcient  to  entitle  their  claim 
for  the  recognition  of  their  present  State  government  to 
the  favorable  action  of  Congress :  Therefore, 

Be.  it  resolved,  djc,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  requested  to 
issue  his  proclamation  declaring  the  inhabitants  of  Arkan- 
sas no  longer  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United 
States,  and  relieving  them  from  the  restriction  upon  their 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  '•  citizens  of  other  States, 
aud  other  parts  of  the  United  States,"  created  by  the  said 
proclamation. 

S£C.  2.  That  tlio  senators  and  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  the  said  State  elected  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  new  constitution  thereof,  to  represent  the  said 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  bo  permitted  to 
take  their  seats  upon  presentation  of  the  usual  and  proper 
credentials. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
18G5,    February   17 — Mr.    Dawes,   from   the 
Committee  on  Elections,  made  this  report : 

The  Committee  of  Ehdions,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dent iaU  of  T.  M.  Jacks  and  J.  M.  Joltnsmi,  chnming  S''ats 
ill  this  House  as  representatives  from  l/te  first  and  tliird 
congressional  districts  of  Arkansas,  submit  the  follow- 
ing rejmrt : 

There  seems  in  Arkansas  at  all  times  to  have  been  a  large 
number  of  unconditional  Union  men.  It  is  evident  that 
the  so-called  secession  oi'dinancc  was  not  passed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  State.  The  con- 
vention elected  in  1861  was  largely  Union,  but,  without  in- 
structions from  the  people,  passed  tlie  ordiuanco  of  se- 
cession. 

After  three  ye.irs  of  war  and  desolation,  the  loyal  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas)  assembled  in  convention  at  Little  Hock  in 
.lannary,  1864.  The  result  of  the  convention's  delibera- 
tions w.as  the  amending  of  the  State  constitution,  the  ai> 
pointment  of  a  jirovisional  governor,  lieutentaut  governor, 
and  secretary  of  state,  and  the  designation  of  the  14th, 
l")h,  and  IGth  days  of  March  as  the  time  for  holding  a 
general  election  throughout  the  State. 

Theactsof  this  convention,  judgiufj  from  the  statements 
of  its  members,  were  rather  suggestive  than  obligatory. 
Indeed  it  did  not  claim  its  acts  as  binding  until  they  were 
ratified  by  the  people,  which  was  done  with  a  unanimity 
seldom  met  with.  At  the  election  on  the  14th.  loth,  and 
IGth  of  March  the  acts  of  the  convention  were  approved 
by  1'2,177  voters,  while  they  were  disapproved  by  only  226. 
At  tliat  election  the  people  of  more  than  forty  counties 
elected  State  and  county  officers  necessary  to  set  to  work 
again  the  macliinery  of  a  loyal  State  government  which 
had  been  OTerthrowu  by  the  rebellion  in  the  month  of  May, 
IS  01. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1SC4,  tho  State  goTernment  was 
formally  inaugurated,  since  which  time  it  has  been  strug- 
gling for  an  existence  under  difficulties  which  those  who 
are  strangers  to  its  trials  cannot  properly aiipreciate. 

Tho  amended  constitution  differs  from  the  constitution 
of  the  State  before  tho  rebellion  in  but  a  few  importiint 
particulars. 

1st.  It  forever  prohibits  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude 
which  it  does  in  the  following  words,  viz: 
[Extract  from    the  present  Constitution  of   the  State  of 
Arkans;is.] 
Article  V. 
Abolishment  of  Slaveri/. 
Sec.  1.  "  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall 
hereafter  exist  in  this  State,  >therwise  than  for  the  punish- 
ment of  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  convicted 
by  due  process  of  law ;  nor  sliall  any  male  person  arrived  at 
the  itge  of  twenty-one  years,  nor  female  arrived  at  tho  age 
of  eighteen  years,  be  held  to  serve  any  person  as  a  servant, 
under  any  indenture  or  contract  hereafter  ni;;de,  unless 
such  person  shall  enter  into  such  indenture  or  contract 
while  in  a  slate  of  perfect  freedom,  aud  ou  cuuditiuu  of 
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a  hima  fide  consideration  received,  or  to  he  received"  for 
tlieir  services. 

"Nor  shall  any  indenture  of  any  negro  or  mulatto  here- 
after made  and  executed  out  ot  tlii<  State,  or, if  made  in 
this  State,  -when  the  term  of  service  exceeds  one  year,  be 
01  the  least  validity,  except  those  given  in  c  ise  I'f  appren- 
ticeship, \Thich  shall  not  he  for  a  longer  term  than  until 
the  apprentice  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
if  a  male,  or  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  if  a  female  " 

It  also  provides  for  the  ofiBce  of  lieutenant  governor,  an 
oflice  not  knonn  to  tho  old  State  constitution. 

The  supreme  judges  of  the  State  are,  under  the  amended 
c  institution  elected  by  the  people:  under  tho  old  they 
Wire  clii.son  by  tho  legislature.  Then  are  some  other 
triJing  d.fference.s  relating  to  tiie  tri.d  f.ir  c.ises  of  assault 
and  battery,  the  amount  of  claims  that  may  bo  tried  be- 
fore a  justice's  court,  &c. 

The  preamble  to  the  Constitution  repudiates  emphat- 
ically the  rebel  debt  of  the  State,  and  declares  null  and 
VMil  all  acts  of  rebel  nuigistrates  done  under  the  authority 
of  the  rebellion,  save  the  solemnization  of  matrimony,  tho 
act  of  conviyancing,  and  others  of  similar  nature  provided 
for  under  liice  circunistimces  under  the  common  law.  .he 
c  invention  also  provided  that  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  ia 
force  in  the  State  prior  to  the  sixth  day  of  May,  A.  U.  ISlU, 
and  noi  inconsistent  with  the  amended  constitution,  siiould 
h-  in  full  force  and  eflect  as  belore  the  rebellion. 

The  governor  elect  was  duly  and  formally  in.iugurated  on 
the  ISth  April.  The  legislature,  composed  of  senators  and 
representatives  from  more  than  forty  of  fifty-five  counties 
in  the  State,  met  at  the  State  capitol,  on  the  lltii  of  April, 
and  each  house?  organized  witii  a  quorum  present  during 
t-.e  first  week  of  the  session. 

The  legislature  remained  in  session  to  tho  Ist  of  June, 
when  they  adjourned  tmtil  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
at  which  time  they  again  met,  and  continued  in  session 
to  the  1st  of  January  of  the  present  year,  when  they 
again  adjourned  tintil  the  1st  January,  A.  D.,  ISGO. 

During  the  sc-^^sion  of  April  and  .^lay,  ISGl,  the  legisla- 
ture elected  two  United  States  senators,  to  fill  the»uncx- 
pired  terms  of  AVm.  K.  Sebastian  and  Dr.  Milchcl,  senators 
from  that  State  previous  to  the  commenceiiient  of  the  re- 
bellion. 

During  the  said  session  of  the  legislature  they  passed  an 
act  defining  the  qualification  of  voters,  wdilch  sliuws  most 
cleaily  that  thev  entertain  no  .sympathy  or  fellowship  with 
the  rebellion.  The  sixth  section  of  that  act  is  in  tho  fol- 
lowing words : 

'■^And  be  it  furlher  enacted  by  the  general  os.<rmbJt/  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  That  each  voter  shall,  liefore  depositing 
his  vote  at  any  election  in  this  State,  t.ike  au  oath  that  he 
will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of 
this  State,  and  that  he  has  not  voluntarily  borne  arms 
against  the  United  States,  or  this  State,  nor  aided,  directly 
or  indirectly,  the  so-called  conlederate  authoriiies,  since 
the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1864,  (tiie  day  the  gov- 
ernor was  inaugurated,)  said  oath  to  be  administered  by 
one  of  the  juilges  of  the  elcctioti ;  and  this  act  shall  take 
effect  from  and  after  its  passage." 

This  act  shows  a  coumiendable  prudence  on  tho  part  of 
the  legislature  to  guard  the  ballot-box  against  the  disKiyal 
part  of  the  people.  While  the  constitution  makes  no  pro- 
Ti.sion  against  returned  rebels  who  were  mice  citii;ens  ot  the 
State,  this  prompt  legislation  shows  that  the  people  are  de- 
termined to  guard  themselves  in  the  lutnre  against  those 
who  have  Mell  nigh  ruined  their  State  i:i  the  past. 

Arkansas  has  given  another  proof  ot  her  loyalty  and  de- 
votion to  the  United  States,  which  should  not  be  over- 
looked. I'rom  evidence  which  your  committee  have  no 
disposition  to  discredit,  it  appears  that  Arkansas  has  fur- 
nished at  least  ten  thousand  volunteer  s  ddiers  for  the 
United  States  arnues.  These  men  are  to-day  either  filling 
a  soldier's  grave,  or  the  ranks  of  their  coun.rj's  armies. 

At  the  election  in  March,  186i,  the  people  of  the  1st  con- 
gressional district  elected  T.  M.  Jacks  as  their  representative 
in  Congress,  by  a  vote  of  about  three  thousand.  The  2d  dis- 
tiict  elected  A.  A.  C.  R(  gers  by  a  large  m.ijority  over  his 
competitor.  The  3d  district,  J.  M.  Johuson,  by  a  very  large 
majority. 

The  first  district  is  comjiosed  of  the  following  named 
counties :  Arkansas,  Conway,  Crittenden,  Craighead,  i"ul- 
ton,  tireeue.  Independence,  Izard,  .Jackson,  (iawrence, 
Mississippi,  Monroe,  Philips,  Poinsett,  Prairie.  Randolph, 
St.  Krancis,  Searcy,  Van  IJuren,  and  'VVhite.  These  coun- 
ties by  their  returns  show  that  iu  the  Piesidential  election 
in  ISOD  they  cast  10,841  votes.  Fourteen  of  these  counties, 
viz:  Arkansiis,  Conway, Crittenden,  Fulton,  Independence, 
Izard,  Jai  ksoii,  Lawrence,  Monroe,  Philips,  Prairie,  Kan- 
diilpli,  and  Van  Dviren,  which  participated  pretty  fully  in 
the  election  of  March,  ciist  the  aggregate  vote  of  11,000. 
These  counties  in  18G0  gave  14,005  votes — the  six  counties 
not  voting,  or  voting  to  only  a  very  limited  extent,  in  the 
election  of  March,  to  wit:  Craighead,  Greene,  Mississippi, 
Poinsett,  Searcy,  and  St.  Francia  g.ive  in  ISGO  2,8116  votes ; 


these,  under  the  ratio  of  the  vote  cast  in  the  eleven  coun- 
ties that  did  vote,  should  have  given  about  507  votes  a.\ 
the  March  eleetion.  Of  the  3,00^)  votes  cast  in  this  district 
for  member  of  Congress,  T.  M.  Jacks  received  all  but 
fifteen. 

In  the  second  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Ash- 
ley, Eradby,  Calhoun,  Chicot,  Clark,  Columbia,  Dallas, 
Desha.  Drew,  Hempstead,  Hot  Springs,  Jefferson.  Lafayette, 
Ouachita,  Pulaski,  Saline,  and  Union,  your  commiltee  have 
not  bt  en  able  to  satisfy  themselves  as  to  tho  vote  cast;  the 
evidence  going  to  show  that  in  this  district  the  vote  was 
respectable  as  compared  to  the  whole  vote  of  the  State — 
that  some  four  or  five  counties  did  not  vote  in  the  election, 
and  that  the  vote  of  tho  counties  of  Jefferson  and  Pulasiu 
was  relatively  large. 

In  tlic  third  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Ben- 
ton, Can-oil,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Johnson,  Madison,  Ma- 
rion. Montgomery,  Newton.  Perry,  Pike,  Polk,  Pojie,  Scott, 
Clark,  Seb.astinn,  Sevier,  Washington,  and  Yell,  the  vote  in 
March  was  a  tolerably  full  one,  all  except  the  county  ol 
Perry  participating  in  the  election. 

In  this  district  tlie  vote  for  representative  in  Congress 
was  nearly  five  thousand,  of  which  vote  J.  M.  Johnson  re- 
ceived over  four  thousand.  These  counties  in  18G0  gave  an 
aggregate  vote  of  16,932. 

The  position  taken  by  the  committee  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Bonzano,  of  Louisiana,  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  these 
c.ises  from  Arkansas.  In  the  report  in  that  case  the  com- 
mittee say : 

"This  election  dejicnds for  its  validity  upon  the  effect 
which  the  House  is  disposed  to  give  to  the  efforts  to  re- 
organize a  St.ate  government  in  Louisiana,  whicli  have  here 
been  briefly  recited.  The  districting  of  the  State  for  rep- 
resentatives, and  the  fi,xing  of  tho  time  for  holding  the 
election,  were  tho  act  of  the  convention.  Indeed,  the  elec- 
tion of  governor  and  other  State  officers,  a.s  well  as  the 
existence  of  the  convention  itself,  as  well  as  its  acts,  are  all 
parts  of  the  same  movements. 

'■  It  is  objected  to  their  validity,  that  they  neither  origi- 
nated in  nor  followed  any  pre-existing  law  of  the  State  or 
nation.  But  the  answer  to  this  objection  lies  iu  the  fact 
that,  in  tho  nature  of  the  case,  neither  a  law  of  tho  State 
nor  naticn  to  meet  the  case  was  a  possibility.  The  State 
was  attempting  to  rise  out  of  tho  ruin  caused  by  an  armed 
ovrrtlirow  of  its  laws.  They  had  been  trampled  in  thedust; 
and  there  existed  no  body  in  the  State  to  make  an  enabling 
act.  Congress  cannot  pass  an  enabling  act  for  a  St  ite.  It 
is  neither  one  of  tlie  jiowers  granted  by  the  several  States 
to  tlie  general  government,  nor  necessary  to  the  carrying 
out  of  any  of  those  powers;  and  all  'the  jjowers  not  del- 
egated to  tho  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spvcthely, or  the  ]>eople.'  It  is  preposterous  to  have  ex- 
pected at  the  hands  of  the  rebel  authorities  in  Louisiana 
tliat,  previous  to  the  overthrow  of  tho  State  government, 
they  should  prepai-e  a  leiral  form  of  proceeding  for  its  re- 
storation. In  the  absence  of  any  such  legal  form  prepared 
beforehand  in  the  State,  and  like  absence  of  [wwir  on  the 
part  of  the  general  government,  under  the  delegated  powers 
of  the  Constitution,  it  follows,  that  tho  power  to  restore  a 
lost  State  government  in  Louisiana  existed  nowhere,  or 
in  '  the  people,'  the  original  source  of  all  political  jiower  iu 
this  countrj'.  Tho  people,  in  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
cannot  bo  required  to  conform  to  any  particular  mode,  for 
that  presujiposos  a  power  to  prescribe  outside  of  themselves, 
which  it  has  been  seen  does  not  exi^t.  Tho  result  must  he 
republican  ;  for  thepeojde  and  the  States  have  surrendered 
to  the  United  States,  to  that  extent,  the  power  over  their 
form  of  government  in  this,  that  'the  United  States  shall 
guarantee  to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  government.' 

••  It  follows,  therefore,  that  if  this  work  of  reorganizing 
and  re-establishing  a  State  government  was  the  work  of 
the  people,  it  was  the  legitimate  exercise  of  an  i  alien.-djle 
and  inherent  right,  and,  if  republican  in  form,  is  entitled 
not  only  to  recognition,  hut  to  the  'guaranty"  of  the  Con- 
stitution." 

The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  for  its  adoption 
the  subjoined  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  T.  M.  Jacks  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this 
House  as  a  representative  from  the  first  congressional  dis- 
trict in  Arkansas. 

Itiisnlred,  That  J.  M.  Johnson  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this 
House  as  a  representative  from  the  tliird  congressional  dis- 
trict in  Arkansas. 

No  vote  was  reached  upon  the  question. 

SENATORS   FROM    IWSURBECTIONA- 
EY  STATES. 

SENATOlt  FROM  VIRGINIA. 

18G5,  February  17 — Mr.  Willey  olfered  the 
credentials  of  Joseph  Segar,  Senator  elect  from  ■ 
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;he  State  of  Virginia,  to  suppiy  the  vacancy 
Dccasioued  by  the  death  of  Lemuel  J.  Buw- 
ien. 

Mr.  Sumner  moved  their  reference  to  the 
Dommittee  on  the  Judiciary.  Mr.  IShebman 
movt-d  tliat  the  credentials  do  lie  upon  the  ta- 
ole,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  2f*,  nays  13  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Chandler, 
Dlark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Cowan,  Davis,  JDoolittle,  Farwell, 
Foster,  Hale,  llarlan,  Howard,  Howe.  Morgan,  Morrill, 
.Vye,  J'oweil,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
riunihull,  AVade,  Wilkinson,  Wilson — 29. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dixon,  Hendricks,  Jo/i^sfw,  Lane  of  Indi- 
ina.  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDmi/jall,  Ne.smith.Vom.exoy,  Rich- 
irclson,  Siiulsbury,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wright — 13. 

Subsfquently — at  the  special  session — they 
were  withdrawn,  re-presented,  and  postponed 
aulil  the  next  session. 

SENATOR  FROM  LOUISIANA. 

March  2 — Mr.  Doolittle  offered  the  creden- 
;ials  of  Michael  Hahn  as  a  Senator  from  Lou- 
isiana for  six  years.  Mr.  Davis  objected  to 
;he  reception  of  the  paper.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Trumbull,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Doolittle  to  re- 
jeive  it  was  laid  on  the  Inble.  Subsequently — 
It  the  special  session — they  were  withdrawn, 
■e-presented,  and  post^-oned  until  the  next  De- 
iember. 

IN  SENATE— SPECIAL  SESSION. 
senator  from  arkansaA 

1865,  March  7 — Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  offer- 
id  the  credentials  of  William  D.  Snow,  as  Sen- 
itor  from  Arkansas,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

March  9 — -Mr.  Trumbull  made  this  report, 
vhich  was  agreed  to  : 

In  the  year  1S61  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State 
if  Arkansas  un<lertook  to  withdraw  that  State  from  the 
Jnion,  and  so  far  succeeded  in  the  attempt  as  by  force  of 
itms  to  expel  from  the  State  for  a  time  the  authorities  of 
.he  United  States,  and  set  up  a  government  in  hostility 
.hereto;  and  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  the  inliab- 
tants  of  said  State  have  since  been  declared  to  be  in  a  state 
)f  insurrection  ai;ainst  tlie  United  Stales.  The  committee, 
.lierefore,  recommend  that  the  question  of  the  admission 
>f  Mr.  Snow  to  a  seat  be  postponed  till  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  and  utitil  Congres:*  shall  take  action  in  regard  to 
he  recognition  of  the  alleged  e.xisting  State  government  in 
Arkansas. 

SENATOR  FROM    VIRGINIA. 

March  9 — Mr.  Doolittle  offered  the  creden- 
,ials  of  John  C.  Underwood,  as  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia for  six  years;  which  were  postponed  un 
-il  the  next  session. 

PREREQUISITES  FOR  REPRESENTATION  IN  THE  SEN- 
ATE. 

March  8 — Mr.  Sumner  proposed  to  offer  and 
aave  this  resolution  referred  to  the  Committee 
Dn  the  Judiciary,  but  objection  was  made  : 

Rfsnlved,  That  where  a  State  liiw  been  declared  to  be  in 
nsiuiection,  no  person  can  lie  ri'Cognized  as  Senator  from 
jnch  State,  or  as  claimant  of  a  seat  as  Senator  from  such 
5tat<',  unlil  alter  the  occurrence  of  three  several  condi- 
lioM-1 :  (irst,  the  cessation  of  all  armed  hostility  to  the 
United  Slates  within  the  litnits  of  such  State;  sfscondly, 
the  a<loplion  by  such  State  of  a.  constitution  of  govern- 
ment, republican  in  loi  in,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
etitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States :  and  thirdly,  an  act 
iitCongn^ss  declaring  that  the  people  of  hiicIi  State  are 
entitled  to  representation  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

THE  SECESSION  OP  LOUISIANA. 
I  have  recently  obtained  the  journal   of  the 
Convention  of  Louisiana  which  passed  the  Or- 
dinance of  Secession,  and,  in  view  of  the  inter- 


est attaching  to  these  proceedings,  subjoin 
these  facts : 

1861,  January  23 — Convention  met  at  Baton 
Rouge,  and  provided  for  the  appointment  of 
this  Committee  of  Fiftetn  "to  prepare  apd  re- 
port as  soon  as  possible  an  ordinance  providing 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
from  the  present  Federal  Union :"  J.  Perkins,  jr., 
of  Madison,  A.  Declouet,  A.  B.  Roman,  Edward 
Sparrow,  I  Garrett,  T.  J.  Semmes,  L.  J.  Du- 
pre,  A.  Provosty,  W.  R.  Miles,  J.  L  Lewis,  A. 
Talbot,  W.  R.  Barrow,  J.  K.  Elgee,  C.  Roselius, 
G.  M.  Williamson. 

January  24 — Mr.  Perkins  reported  a  Seces- 
sion Ordinance,  and  a  resolution  relative  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Mr.  Rosier 
and  Mr.  Fuqua  presented  each  a  substitute  for 
the  report.  The  action  of  Governor  .Moore  in 
seizing  the  forts,  arsenals,  and  munitions  of 
war  within  the  State  was  approved — yeas  119, 
nays  5,  (Cicero  C.  Meredith,  David  Pierson, 
Joseph  A.  Rozier,  W.  T.  Stocker,  James  G.  Tali- 
aferro.) 

January  25 — J.  L.  Manning,  Commissioner 
from  South  Carolina,  and  J.  A.  Winston,  from 
Alabama,  received  and  heard  ;  and  January  30, 
W.  J.  Vason,  from  Georgia,  and  February  12, 
John  Robertson,  from  Virginia.  An  address  was 
received  from  U.  S.  Senators  Slidell  and  Ben- 
jamin, and  Representatives  Landrum  and  Da- 
vidson. January  31 — George  Williamson  ap- 
pointed Commissioner  to  Texas. 

VOTBS  ON  ORDINANCE. 

January  25 — The  question  was  first  taken  on 
Mr.  Rozier's  substitute,  which  proposed  a  Con- 
vention of  the  s'aveholding  States  at  Nash- 
ville, February  25th  next,  to  determine  what 
amendments  of  the  Constitution  are  necessary 
and  proper,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  the  prompt 
adoption  of  which  said  Convention  to  be  re- 
assembled and  forthwith  organize  a  separate 
Confederacy  of  slaveholding  States.  The  vote 
was  yeas  24,  nays  106.     The  Yeas  were: 

Messrs.  Bermndez,  Bienvenii,  Clark,  Cook,  Connelly,  Con- 
ner of  St.  Tammany,  Cottman,  Davidson  of  Sabine,  Duffel, 
Garrett,  L.ill,  Hon;;!!,  Lewis  of  Orleans.Meredith,  McCollom, 
Patterson,  Pierson  of  Winn,  Roselius,  Kozier,  Smart,  Stock- 
er, Taliaferro,  A'erret,  Williams — 24. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  Mr.  Fuqua's 
substitute,  declaring  that  Louisiana  cannot  and 
will  not  submit  to  the  administration  of  Ln- 
coln  and  Hamlin  upon  the  '*  principles  that  the 
Constitution  does  not  recognize  property  in 
slaves,  that  the  Government  should  prevent  the 
extension  of  slavery  into  the  common  territory, 
and  that  all  the  powers  of  the  Government 
should  be  so  exercised  as  in  time  to  abolish 
this  institution  wherever  it  exists  ;"  announc- 
ing that  any  attempt  to  coerce  any  secedinof 
State  will  absolve  Louisiana  from  all  allegiance 
to  the  Federal  Government,  and  that  Louisiana 
in  that,  event  would  make  common  cause  with 
the  State  attacked  ;  and  declaring  for  a  Con- 
vention of  slaveholding  States  at  Montgom- 
ery, Alabama,  February  4,  18G1,  as  requested 
by  thai  State,  for  the  formation  by  said  Con- 
vention of  a  Federal  Union  of  the  slaveholding 
State?,  and  the  freedom  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  ;  and  for  aa 
adjournment   until  February  28,   18G1,  lo  htaP 
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the  report  of  the  action  of  the  Montgomery 
Convention.  Which  was  lost — jeas  47,  nays 
73.     The  Yeas  were  : 

Messrs.  Bcrmudez,  Bienventi,  Bush,  Clark.  Cook,  Connel- 
ly, Conner  of  St.  Tiimmany,  Cottman,  Davidson  of"  Sabine, 
Duffel,  Fuqua,  Gardere,  Garrett,  Gaiidr-t,  Herron,  Hough, 
Ilollinsworth,  Lagroue,  LeBlanc,  Leliour^iois,  Lewis  of 
Claiborne,  Lewis  of  Orleans,  .Martin  of  Assumption,  Ma^ee, 
Melangon,  Meredith,  McCollom,  Patterson,  Perkins  of  La- 
fourche, Pierson  of  \Vinn,  Pike,  Pdk,  Pope,  Push,  Rnnuui. 
Koselius,  Rozier,  Sonipa.vrac,  Scott  of  Claiborne,  Scott  of 
East  Feliciana,  Stocker,  i'honiassou.  Tucker,  Verret,  Walk- 
er. Williams  of  East  Baton  Rouge,  Williams  of  St.  Helena 

The  Ordinance  of  Secession,  as  reported  from 
.the  committee,  was  then  passed — yeas  113,  uays 
17,  as  follows : 

Ye.\s — Messrs.  W.  R.  Adams,  Wm.  Dumont  Anderson, 
Bernard  Avegno,  A.  Barbin,  Wm.  RufiBu  Barrow,  E.  Ber- 
niudez,  P.  E.  Bonford,  A.  Bonner,  (!.  C.  Briscoe,  Walthal 
Burton,  Louis  Bush,  E.  G.  W.  Butler,  Thos.  J.  Caldwell, 
Feneion  Cannon,  Wm.  C.  Carr,  Georgo  Clark,  Thomas  A. 
Cooke,  G.  F.  Connelly,  Lemuel  P.  Conner,  Sidney  S.  Conner, 
Wm.  Alex  Davidson,  E.  C.  Davidson,  Ale.x.  Declouet,  Alci- 
biade  DeBlauc,  Samuel  W.  Dorsey,  Ed.  Duffel,  Lucius  J. 
Dupre,  J.  B.  Elam,  J.  K.  Elgee,  Ro.  W.  Estlin,  G.  L.  Fuselier, 
James  U.  Fuqua,  A.  11.  Gladden,  Y.  W.  Graves,  A.  M.  Gray, 
Wm.  E.  Gill.  M.  E.  Girard,  Sid.  H.  Gritlin,  J.  Hernandez, 
Andrew  S.  Herron,  B.  L.  Hodge,  Robert  Hodges,  S.  HoUins- 
wyrth,  Theodore  Johnson,  Thoniiui  U.  Kennedy,  Wilson  M. 
Kidd,  Felix  Labatut,  E.  Lawrence.  Chas.  T.  Lagroue,  Chas. 
0.  LeBlanc,  Felix  Lewis,  John  L.  Lewis,  Th.  C.  JManning, 
Henry  Marshall,  Antoine  Marrero,  Leon  D.  Marks,  J.  N. 
Marks.  Robt.  Campbell  Martin,  John  H.  Martin,  JWhemiah 
Wagee,  W.  R.  Miles,  J.J.  Michel,  Jo.  E.Miller,  John  Moore, 
Jas.  iiJcCloskcy,  Andrew  McCollom,  ILnderson  McFnrland, 
jr.,  Sam'l  Washington  McXvneely,  A.  Moutcm.  M.  U.  H.  Nor- 
ton, Jules  G.  Olivier,  D.O'Bryan,  Wm.  Patterson,  J.  Scudday 
Perkins,  John  Perkins,  jr.,  W.  M.  Peikins,  Wm  R.  Peck, 
John  Pemberton,  Aaron  H.  Pierson,  Wm.  S.  Piko,  H.  M. 
P.jlk,  N.  W.  Pope,  Aug.  Provosty,  Walter  Pugh,  Hardy 
Richardson.  J.  B.  Slawson,  W.  W.  Smart,  C.  L  Swayze, 
Thos.  J.  Semmes,  Chas.  D.  Stewart,  Edward  Sparrow,  J. 
Sompayrac,  Nelson  J.  Scott,  Tho.  W.  Scott,  \Vashington  M. 
Smith,  Benjamin  S.  Tappan,  Augustus  Talbot,  R.  Taylor,  of 
St.  Charles,  J.  A.  Taylor,  ot  St.  Landry,  Louis  Texada,  J. 
W.  Thomasson,  Robert  B.  Todd,  John  T.  Towles,  Caleb  J. 
Tucker,  Mark  Valentine,  W.  B.  Warren,  Alexander  Walker, 
J.  A.  Williams,  James  A.  Williams,  George  Williamson, 
Joseph  Biddle  Wilkinson,  P.  S.  Wiltz,  Zebulon  York— 113. 
N.\YS — Messrs.  Charles  Bienveriu,  Thomas  E.  H.  Cottman, 
Fergus  Gardere,  Isaiah  Garrett,  J.  K.  Gaudet,  Wade  H. 
Hough,  Louis  S.  LeBourgeois,  George  W.  Lewis.  E.  0.  Jielan- 
cou,  Cicero  C  Meredith,  David  Pierson,  A.  B.  Roman,  Chris- 
tian Roselius,  Joseph  A.  Rozier,  W.  T.  Stocker,  James  G. 
Taliaferro,  A.  Verret — 17. 

Upon  the  announcement  of  this  vote,  the 
President  declared  the  connection  between  the 
State  ot  Louisiana  and  the  Feleral  U  ion  dis- 
solved; the  fl-ig  of  the  S  ate  was  placed  on  the 
platform;  prayer  was  pronounced  bj*  Rev.  W. 
E.  N.  Lingtield,  and  the  flag  blessed,  according 
to  the  rite^  and  forms  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  hy  Father  Hubert. 

The  accompanying  resolution  recognizing  the 
right  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
river  and  its  tributaries  by  all  friendly  States 
bordering  thereon,  the  right  of  egress  and  in- 
greis  of  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  by  all 
friendly  States  and  Powers,  and  declaring  "  our 
willingness  to  enter  into  any  stipulati  ms  to 
guarantee  the  exe-cise  of  said  rights,"  was 
unanimously  adopted 

The  ordinance  waj  then  signed  by  121  mem- 
bers, being  all  of  those  wbo  voted  above,  except 
Messrs.  Garrett,  Hough,  George  W.  Lewis, 
Meredith,  D.  Pierson,  Roselius,  Rozier,  Stocker, 
and  Taliaferro. 

ON    SUBMITTING   THE    ORDINANCE    AND    CONSTITU- 
TION   TO  POPULAR    VOTE. 

Pending  the  final  vote  above  taken, 

A  resolution  of  Mr.  Bienvenu  that,  whatever 


be  the  action  of  the  Convention  on  Secession,  it 
shall  have  no  efft'ct  un'il  the  same  shall  have 
been  ratified  by  a  vote  of  the  major  ty  of  the 
people  at  the  l3allot-box,  on  the  25th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1861,  was  disag  eed  to — yeas  45,  naya 
84.  The  affi  mative  vote  was  the  same  as  on 
Mr  Fuqua's  substitute,  except  that  Messrs. 
Cojk,  Ilollinsworth,  Pope,  and  Walker,  taen  in 
tlie  affirma'ive,  were  now  in  the  negat've,  and 
Mr.  A.  H.  Pierson,  then  not  votiiig,  was  now  in 
the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Taliaferro,  then  in  the 
negative,  was  now  in  the  afiirmative. 

Mar;  h  16 — Mr.  Bienvtnu  offered  an  ordinance 
rpqiesting  the  President  of  the  Convention  to 
lay  before  it  ihe  oificial  returns  at  the  election 
for  the  delegates  ;  but  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  was  lost — yeas  23,  nays  73. 

An  ordinance  offered  by  Mr.  Cannon,  to  sub- 
mit the  permanent  constitution  of  the  Confed- 
erate State-i  adopted  by  tbe  Confederate  Con- 
gress, March  11,  to  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
ritat-^  for  their  ratification  or  rejection,  on  the 
6th  of  May,  was  rrjected — yeas  26,  nnys  74. 
The  Yeas  were : 

Messrs.  Bienvenu,  Bush,  Cannon,  Clark,  Connelly,  Cott- 
man, Davidson  of  Sabine,  Duffel,  Fuqua,  Herron,  Hough, 
Johnson,  Lagrouo,  Lewis  of  Claiborne,  Lewis  of  Orleans, 
McCollom,  Melan^on,  Meredith,  Pike,  Roselius,  Rozier, 
Scott  of  East  Feliciana,  Sompayrac,  Stocker,  Taliaferro, 
Thomasson,  Tucker — 26. 

M  irch  21 — An  ordinance  offered  by  Mr. 
Rozier,  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  con- 
vention '-to  adopt  or  reject  the  Confederate 
Constitudon,"  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas  94, 
nays  10,  (Messrs.  Bienvenu,  Connelly,  Duffel, 
Garrett,  Lewis  of  Orleans,  Meredith,  Roselius, 
Rozier,  Stocker,  Tdliaferro  / 

The  constitution  was  then  ratified,  and  de- 
clared binding  upon  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana — \eas  101,  nays  7,  (Messrs.  Bien- 
venu, G  irrett,  Lewis  of  Orleans,  Roselius, 
Rozier,  Stocker,  Taliaferro). 

RIGHT  OP  SECEDINQ  FROM  THE  C0NFEDER4.CT. 

Mr.  Rozier  offered  an  amendment  to  the  rati- 
fying ordinance,  declaring  that  in  adopting  the 
con.stitiition,  tbe  State  "expressly  re-erves  to 
herself  the  right,  peaceably  to  withdraw  from 
the  Union  created  by  that  constitution,  when- 
ever, in  the  judgment  of  her  citizeus,  ber  par- 
amount interest  may  require  it ;"  which  was  laid 
on  the  table — yeas  92,  nays  11,  (Messrs.  Bien- 
venu, Connelly,  Duffel,  Garrett,  Lewis  of  Or- 
leans, Martin  of  Assumption,  Melan9on,  Ro  e- 
lius,  Rozier,  Stocker,  Taliaferro.) 

PUBLIC    PROPERTY    SEIZED. 

February  5,  1861 — A  committee  reported  that 
"  this  public  property  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
oflicers  of  the  late  Federal  Government,  within 
the  parish  of  Orleans,  February  1,  1861  :" 

In   Sulj-Trea.surer'8  vault  at  the  Mint,  in  gold 

and  silver  coin $48.3,98.3  98 

In   Treasury  of  the  Mint,  in  gold,  Bilver,  and 

copper 101,745  81 

In  Ir.  M.  F.  Bonzaiio's  possession,  nielter  and 

refiner 14.3,689  85 

In  B.  F.  Taylor's  possession,  coiner 172,875  86 

Of  this  sum  $902,295  50 

$389,267  46  belong  to  "  permanent  bullion  fund." 
219,926  68  belong  to  "individu  il  depositors." 
4,051  38  "  accumulated  proQt  on  coinage." 

$643,246  52 
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The  amount  of  "import  duties  ass'^ssed  on 
merchandise  in  warehouse,  entered  for  ware- 
housing to  31st  January,  1861,"  was  reported, 
Fbruary  11,  by  Collector  F.  H.  Hatch,  at 
$73'^336. 

March  7 — An  ordi'''ance  passed  transferring 
the  '•  Bullion  lund"  ($389,267  46)  to  the  "  Gov- 
ernment of  the  ConfederareStates  of  America," 
s  nd  the  sum  of  $147  519  66,  being  the  balance 
received  by  the  State  depositary  from  the  cus- 
tom^ sine  January  31st.  Thisordinance  passed 
without  a  division,  several  amendments  in- 
tended to  reduce  the  amount  transferred  having 
failed  by  decided  >  otes. 

OFFICERS    OP   THE    CONVENTION. 

Th"?  officers  of  the  convention  were :  J. 
Thomas  Wheat,  Secretary ;  E.  E.  Kidd,  Assistant 
Secretary;  J.  0.  Nixon,  of  the  New  Orle  ins 
Crescent,  Printer  ;  A.  M.  Perrault,  Seryeant-at- 
Arms ;  J.  R.  T.  Ilyams,  Warrant  Clerk ;  Emile 
Wilz  and  Albert  Fabr^',  Translatiny  Clerks; 
WilV.am  Simmons,  Doorkeeper ;  James  Kirby, 
Paye. 

Constitutional  Amendment  for  the 
Estinction  of  Slavex-y,  and  Kindred 
Subjects. 

THE    ANTI-SLAVERY    AMENDMENT. 

1865,  January  6 — Mr.  Ashley  called  up  the 
motion  t )  reiionsider  the  vote  taken  June  15, 
18C4,  (see  page  258,)  when  the  whole  subject 
was  discussed. 

January  31 — Mr.  Stiles  moved  to  lay  on  the 
table  the  motion  to  reconsider,  which  was  not 
agreed  to — yeas  57,  nays  111,  as  fjUows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona, 
Bliss,  Brooks,  Javies  .V.  lirme-n,  Chanler,  Clay,  Cox,  Cravens, 
Dawson,  Dcnison,  Eden,  Erlynrton,  Bldriihje.,  Fiticlc,  Ganson, 
Grider,  Hall,  Hardim/,  Jlarringtnti,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
diaries  M.  Harris,  Hohnan,  J'Irilip  Jolinsrm,  Wiltiiim 
Johnson,  Kalhjlcisr.lt,  Kernan.  Knapp,  Low,  Long,  Mallory, 
William  H.  Miller,  Jas.  li.  Morris,  Morruson,  NoW,  John 
O'JS'iill.  J'cndlclon,  Pen-y,  I'rai/n,  Samuel  J.  EanilJ.ll,  linh- 
inson,  Ro<s,  Scnlt,  William  G.  Slef.le,  Slilis.  Strou.se,  Sluart, 
Smal,  Toiviiyrn.d,  Wadsinorth,  Ward,  Cliilton  A.  Wliite, 
Jns'ph  W:  VK/lTic,  WinfifM,  Benjamin  Wood,  Fernando 
Woo,l—Vi. 

NAV:i — Jlesiiis.  Alloy,  Allison,  .\mes,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Bail/,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  .John  1).  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beiiniun,  ];i:iine,  Bliiir,  Blow,  Bout  well,  Boyd,  Brnn- 
degee,  Brooniall,  \Villi:im  O.  Biown,  Aiiiliroso  W.  Clurk, 
Freeman  Clarke,  Cold),  C'i^>o//(,Coli',Cre.s\vell,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  Tlioniiis  T.  Davis,  Uawes,  Deniinjj;,  Dixon,  Donnelly, 
Drii;L;s.  Dninont,  Kcklcy,  Kliot,  Farnswoi  tli,  Frank,  Garfield, 
Gootli,  r.rinnell,  (iriswold.  Hale,  Jlcrriclc,  Higby,  Hooper, 
Hotclikiss,  A.  W.  Ilul.liard,  .lohn  H.  Hubbard,  Hulburd, 
Ingrrsoll,  .Tenckes,  .luli.iu,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg.  Orlando  Kello^'ir,  Kin(j,  Knox,  Li'ttlejolm,  Loan, 
Longvear,  JIarvin.  M<:Allistrr,yifnvti\<;  MtClnrg,  Meludoe, 
Saniu'cl  F.  Miller,  Moorliead,  Morrill.  D.iii'l  Slorris,  Amos  My- 
ers, Leonard  .Myers,  Norton.  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
Ursou,  Terliam,  Pike,  Ponieroy,  Price,  William  11.  Randall, 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  U.  Rice,  Edwsrd  H.  Rollins, 
Jame^S.  li'illins.  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  ^mith, 
Smithors,  Spalding.  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracj-, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenbnrgh,  EUihu  B.  Wa.shburne,  William 
B.  Washburn,  Webster,  Wliceler,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson, 
Windom,  Woodbridgo,  Wurthington,  I'iMman — Ul. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  agreed 
to — yeas  112,  nays  57,  as  fol'ows : 

Yea.9 — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Bail//,  .John  D.  Baldwin,  B.ixter,  Beaman,  Bhiine, 
Blair,  Blow,  Boutwell,  lioyd,  Brandcgee,  Brooniall,  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown,  Ambro.'so  W.  Clark.  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb, 
CqD'rotli,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  Dawes,  Demin.g,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont, 
Kcklev.  Kliol,  Enylilt,  Farnsworlli,  Frank, Garlield,  Gooch, 
(Jrinn'ell,  GriL^wolil,  Hale,  Hirridc,  Higby,  Hooper,  Hotch- 
kiss,   A.    W.    Hubbard,  John  U.  Hubbard,  Hulburd,  lu- 


I  gersoU.  .Tenckes.  Julian,  Kasson.  Kelley, Francis  W.Kellcgg, 
Orlando  Kellogg.  Kin:/,  Knox,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  Longyear, 
Marvin,  McAllister,  McBride,  JlcClurg,  Jlclndoe,  Samuel 
F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos  Myers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pat- 
terson,  Perham,  Pike,  jPvmero.v,  Price,  William  H.  Rao- 
dall,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  il.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins, 
James  S.  Bollins,  Schenck,  Scotield.  Sliannou,  Sloan,  Smith, 
Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Viia  Valkenburgh.  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William 
B.Washburn,  Webster,  \\  haley,  }Viieelcr,  Williams,  Wilder, 
Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge,Worthington,  Veanutji — 112. 
Nats — Messrs.  .Tames  C.  Allen,  William  J.  Allen,  Ancona^ 
Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Clianler,  Clay,  Cox,  Cra- 
vens, Bawson,  Denisan,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Finch, 
Ganson,  Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G. 
Harris,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Holman,  Pliilip  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  Kalbfieisch,  Kernan,  Knajyp,  Law,  Long, 
Mallory,  William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  MorriS'  n, 
Nolile,  Jolin  O^Neill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J. 
Randall,  Robinson,  Ross,  Scott,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles, 
Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Townserul,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Chil- 
ton A.  WIdte,  Joseph  W.  Wliite,  Winfield,  Benjamin 
Wood,  Fernando  Wood — 57. 

The  resolution,  as  given  on  page  256,  then 
passed* — yeas  119.  uays  56,  8  absen*,f  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Baili/,  Augustus  C.  Baldtvin,  John  D.  Baldwin, 
Baxter,  Beaman,  Blain<».  Blair.  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Brandegee,  Brooniall,  WilliamG.Brown,  Ambrose  W.Clark, 
Fn-enian  Clarke.  Cobb,  CoJ'roth,  Cole,  CoUax,  {Speaker,) 
Creswell,  Henry  Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes, 
Deniing,  Dixon.  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Dumont,  Eckley,  Eliot, 
Eni/lish,  F.arnsworth,  Frank,  Ganson,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Grin- 
ne'l,  Griswold,  Halo,  i7errtc/.-,  Higby,  Hooper,  llotchkiss, 
A^ahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  U.  Hub'bard,  Hulburd,  Hutch- 
ins,  Ingersoll,  .leuckes,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellogg,  Orlando  Kellogg,  King,  Knox,  Littlejohn,  Loan, 
iAingyeav,  Marvin,  McAllister,  McIJride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe, 
Samuel  F.Jliller,  Moorhciid,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
■Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  ICelson,  Norton,  Odell,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  I'erham,  Pik<s  Ponieroy,  Price, 
Radford,  'Wiiliam  II.  Randall,  Ale.xander  H.  Rice,  John 
H.  iUce,  Edward  H.  R.dliiis,  James  S.  Rollin.f,  Schenck, 
Scotield,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Smith,  Smithers,  Spalding,  Starr, 
Jolin  B.  Steele,  Stevi-iis,  Thayer,  Thonia.s,  Tracy,  Upson, 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Ell  hu  B.  Washburne.  William  15.  Wash- 
burn, Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wil- 
son, \Vindom,  ^Vood^>ridge,  Worthington,  I'caman — 119. 

Navs — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  iVilliam  J.  Allen,  An- 
cima.  Bliss,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown,  Chanter,  Clay,  Cox, 
Cravens,  Bawson,  J/enison,  Eilen,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Finck, 
Grider,  Hall,  Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
Charles  M.  Harris,  H.lman,  Philip  Johnson,  William  John- 
son,  Kalbjlei.-ch,  Kernan,  Knapp,  Law,  Lrnig,  Mallory, 
William  H.  Miller,  James  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  A'ohle,  John 
O'ye.ill,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J.  Randali,  Rejb- 
inson,Ross.  S:ott,  William  G.  Steele,  Sliles.  Strouse,  Sluart, 
Swat,  lawns- nd,  Wadsworth,  Ward,  Chilton  A.  White, 
Joseph  W.  White,  Win/uUd,  Benjamin  Wood,  Fernando 
Wood — iiti. 

THE    president's    APPROVAL. 

The  joint   resolution   was   approved   by  the 

*1SC5,  February  4 — The  delegates  from  certain  Territories 
obtained  permission  to  enter  tliis  paper  upon  the  Journal 
of  the  House: 

House  of  Represextatives, 

WAsniX(;ToN,  Feliru'iry  1,1865. 
Representing  Territories  which  must  soon  become  States, 
as  Delegates  deprived  of  the   inestimable   privilege  of  vot- 
ing in  tliis  House,  and  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  pro- 
position to  amend  the  Federal  Constitution  forever  iirohib- 
iting  slavery  witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
!  demanded   alike   by  the  exigencies  of  the   times,  the  voice 
of  the  loyal  people,  and  tiy  our  efforts  in  the  field   to  sup- 
press a  rebellion    inaugur.ated   and   sustained  for  the  lair- 
pose  of  perpetuating  slavei-y,  we  cannot  do  less  than  bbite 
that  the  measure  meets  our  unqualified  approbation. 
II.  P.  RENNET,  Colorado. 
J.  F.  KINNEV,  Utah. 
S.  G.  DAILY,  Nebraska. 
CHARLES  D.  BOSTON,  Arizona. 
J.  B   S.TODD,  Dacotah. 
W.  n.  WALLACK,  Idaho. 
FRANCISCO  PEREA,  New  Mexico. 

t  Absent — Messrs.  Lazear.  Le  Blond,  Marcy,  McDowtU, 
McKinney,  Middletim,  Rogers,  Voorhecs — 8. 
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President  February  1,  respecting  which,   the 
Senate,  February  7,  passed  this  resolution  : 

Besolred,  Tliat  the  article  of  amendment  proposed  by  Con- 
gress to  be  iiildt'd  t  I  the  Constitution  of  tlie  Uniled  Stats  a 
respecting  the  extinction  of  slavery  therein,  having  been 
inadvert'/ntly  jiresentcd  to  the  President  for  his  approval, 
it  is  hereby  declared  that  such  approval  was  unnecessary 
to  give  eftect  to  the  action  of  Congress  in  proposing  said 
amendment,  inconsistent  ■with  the  former  practice  in  refer 
ence  to  all  amendments  to  the  Constitution  heretofore 
adopted,*  and  being  inadvertently  done,  should  not  consti- 
tute a  precedent  fur  the  future ,  and  the  Secretary  is  hereby 
instructed  not  to  communicate  the  notice  of  the  approval  of 
Baid  proposed  amendment  by  the  President  to  the  llouse  of 
Representatives. 

A  concirrent  resolution  was  passed,  reqiie  t- 
i"gthe  PresidkntIo  transmit  to  the  Executives 
of  the  several  States  the  above  amendment. 

THE  RULE  OF  RATIFICATION. 

IN  SENATE. 

1865,  February  4 — Mr.  Sumner  submitted  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed : 

Ckmairrent  rcsolutinns  declaring  the  rule  in  ascertaining  the 
three-J'ourths  of  the  several  States  required  in  Vie  ralijica- 
tion  of  a  constitutional  amendintnt. 

Whereas  Congress,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses, 
has  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  prohibiting 
slavery  llirougbout  the  Inited  States,  which,  according  to 
the  existing  requirement  of  the  Constitution,  will  be  valid  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  the  Constitution,  when 
ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  several 
States;  and  whereas,  in  thepresentconditionof  the  country, 
with  certain  States  in  arms  against  the  national  government, 
It  becomes  necessary  to  determine  wliat  number  of  States 
constitutes  the  three-fourths  required  by  the  Constitution; 
tlierelbre, 

Resolced  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
curring.) That  the  rule  followed  in  ascertaining  the  twn- 
tliirds  o/liol.li  houses  proposing  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution should  be  followed  inascertaining  the  lltree-fourtlis 
of  the  sewra<  i'^u/es  ratifying  the  amendment;  that,  as  in 
the  first  case,  the  two-thirds  are  founded  on  the  simple  fact 
of  representation  in  the  two  houses,  so  in  the  second  case, 
the  three-fourths  must  be  Ibundcd  on  the  simple  I'act  of  re- 
presentation in  the  government  of  the  country,  and  the 
support  thereof,  and  that  any  other  rule  establishes  one 
basis  for  (he  proposition  of  the  anirndnunt  and  another  for 
its  ratification,  placing  one  on  a  simple  fact  and  theotlieron 
a  claim  of  ri,L,'ht,  while  it  also  recognizes  the  power  of  rehels 
in  arms  to  iut<  ipose  a  veto  \\\  on  the  national  government 
in  one  of  its  highest  functions. 

R  S'dv'd,  That  all  acts,  executive  and  legislative,  in  ptir- 
suance  of  tlie  Constit\ition,  and  all  treaties  made  umler  the 
authority  of  the  Uniteil  States,  aie  valid  to  all  intents  and 
puiiios-s  throughout  the  United  States,  alth'iugh  certain 
rebel  States  fail  to  participate  therein  ;  and  that  the  same 
rule  is  equally  applicable  to  an  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Hesolved,  That  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  pro- 
hibiting slavery  throughout  the  United  States,  will  bevaliil, 
to  all  intents  and  imrjioses,  in  part  of  the  Constitution 
whenever  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  States  de  facto 
exercising  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  United  Suites 
under  the  Constitution  thereof. 

Jiesiilvcd,  That  any  other  rule,  requiring  the  participation 
of  the  rebel  States,  while  illogical  and  unreasonable,  is 
dangerous  in  its  consequences,  inasmuch  as  all  recent  Presi- 
dential proclamations,  including  that  of  emancipation,  also, 
all  recent  acts  of  Congress,  including  those  creating  the 
national  debt  and  establishing  a  national  currency ;  and 
ulso  all  recent  treaties,  including  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  for  the  extinction  of  the  slave  trade,  have  been  made, 
enacted,  or  ratified  respectively  without  any  participation 
of  the  rebel  States. 

Ri  solved,  That  any  other  rule  must  tend  to  postpone  the 
great  <l:iy  when  the  prohibition  of  slavery  will  be  valid  to 
nil  intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States;  but  the  rule  herewith  declared  will  assure 
tlie  imniediatf  ratification  of  the  prohibition  and  the  con- 
summation of  the  national  desires. 


*The  amendment  proposed  by  the  ."Bth  Congress  was  ap- 
pniitd  by  President  liuchanan,  March  2, 1861.  &ifd Statutes 
at  larije.,  vol.  12,  p.  •iijl. 


PROPOSED     COMPENSATION     TO    LOYAL     SLAVE 
OWNERS. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
1865,  February  6 — Mr.  Rollins,  of  Missouri, 
introduced  the  following  joint  resolution,  which 
was  laid  over  : 

Whereas  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  having  passed,  on  the  31st 
day  of  .January,  1865,  a  joint  resolution  to  submit  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States  an  aD:endment  to  the 
Constitntion  of  the  United  States,  which  joint  resolution 
is  as  follows : 

'■•Resolced  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of 
said  Legislatures,  shall  bo  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution,  namely: 

'•Art.  XIII.  Slc.  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  ser- 
vitude, except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the 
United  States,  or  any  place  subject  to  their  jurisiiction. 

"Si;c.  2  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  arti- 
cle liy  appropriaio  legislation." 

And  wlnreas  by  the  ratification  of  this  amendment  by 
three-fourths  of  the  several  States  sll  persons  heretofore 
held  as  slaves  under  the  laws  of  certain  Statesof  the  Uidon 
will  be  made  free;  and  in  consequence  thereof  a  large  num- 
ber of  citizens,  (among  them  many  widows  and  orphans,) 
tlieir  former  owners,  who  are,  have  always  been,  or  may 
be  willing  to  again  become  faithful  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  who  liave  not  been  in  the  civil  or 
military  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  will  be 
suljjected  to  heavy  pecuniary  losses;  and  whereas  this  being 
a  measure  necessary  to  ••form  a  more  perfect  Union,  estal? 
lish  justice"  to  all  men,  "insure  domestic  tranquillity," 
"  promote  the  general  wcdfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty  to  ourselies"  and  future  generations,  in  the  attain- 
ment of  which  great  objects  the  people  of  all  the  States 
have  a  common  interest  and  for  their  establishment  should 
make  mutual  sacrilices ; 

He  it  ilierefnre  resolved,  <t-c..  That  all  persons  faithful  to 
the  Constitution  and  obedient  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stat<s,  residents  of  any  Slate  that  shall  ratify  the  amend- 
ment to  tlie  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  proposed  to 
the  Legislatiucs  of  the  several  States  by  the  Congress  of 
the  Uniled  States  on  the  3lst  day  of  January,  1865,  who 
hav(^  not  been  in  the  civil  or  military  serv  ce  of  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States,  and  who  have  been  deprived  of 
the  services  of  these  slaves,  heretofore  r*-cognized  by  law 
as  property  by  said  amendment,  or  l>y  any  ;ict  or  ordinance 
of  emancipation  of  any  State  of  the  United  States,  shall 
receive  therefor  a  just  and  reasonable  compensation;  said 
compensation  to  he  jirovided  for  by  the  United  States 
Government  wilhout  unreasonable  delay. 

OTHER  PROPOSITIONS  FOR  AMEND- 
MEiNT. 

ArPORTIONMENT    OF    KEFRESENTATION.* 

IN  SENATE. 
1865,  February  5 — Mr.   Sumner  offered   the 

*  Letter  of  Prof.  Francis  Lieber,  LL.  D.,  Columbia  Col- 
lege, Sew  York,  to  Senator  Morgan: 

S;r  :  As  the  election,  on  tho  bth  of  November  last,  has 
added  one  of  the  highest  n  itional  acts  to  the  history  of  our 
kind,  so  the  aniendiiieiit  of  the  Con.->titutioii  which  yester- 
day passed  the  llouseot  Ut'preselitatives,  will  be  the  great- 
est elTecl  ot  the  present  revolt,  if,  as  we  all  hope,  three- 
fourths  of  the  State  Legislatures  shall  give  their  assent. 

The  same  year,  17SS,  s.iw  the  Iraming  of  our  Constitu- 
tion and  the  first  cultivation  of  the  cotton-plant  in  Geor- 
gia; and  in  course  of  time  this  textile  plant  gave  renewed 
vitality  and  expansion  to  slavery,  festering  in  our  great 
polity,  until  the  gangrene  broke  out  in  ihe  deep  woe  of  a 
wide  and  bitter  civ  1  war.  The  year  1865  will  cure  our  sys- 
tem of  this  poisonous  malady.  Seventy-seven  years  is  a 
long  period  ;  the  reckless  rebellion  has  brought  grief  to  all 
and  anguish  to  many  hearts,  but  if  the  effect  of  the  fevered 
period  be  the  throwing  off  of  the  malignant  virus,  the  Na- 
tion will  stand  purified,  and  the  dire  inconsistency  which 
has  existed  so  long  between  our  Bill  of  Rights  of  the  Fourth 
of  July  and  our  fostering  jirotcetion  of  extending  bondage, 
will  at  last  pass  aw:iy.  The  sacrifices  which  we  have  made 
will  not  have  been  too  great. 

The auieiidiiuiit  which  is  now  otfered  to  the  American 
people  runs  thus: 

"SeiUier  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a 
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following,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary  : 
Resolved,  (two- thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,)  That 


punishment  for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  Convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  United  States,  or  any 
place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction." 

These  are  simple  and  straightforward  words,  allowing  of 
no  equivocation,  yet,  considered  in  connection  with  some 
passages  of  the  Constitution,  they  require  some  remarks, 
which  I  address  to  you,  Sir,  as  one  of  the  United  States 
Senators  from  New  York,  and  as  my  neighbor  in  this 
city. 

The  amendment  extinguishes  slavery  in  the  whole  domin- 
iou  of  the  United  States.  The  Constitution  as  it  now 
BtaLds,  (Article  1,  section  2,  paragraph  3,)  however,  directs 
thrit  representatives  "shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States,  which  may  be  included  within  the  Union, 
according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  in- 
'  eluding  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and, 
excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  per- 
sons." 

If,  then,  "all  other  persons" — that  is,  slaves — are  de- 
clared free,  and  the  foregoing  provisien  of  the  Constitutiou 
is  not  amended,  we  simply  add  two-fifths  to  the  basis  of 
apportionment  of  Representatives  in  the  Southern  States; 
iu  other  words,  the  numlier  of  Kepresentatives  iu  Congress 
from  the  States  in  which  slavery  has  existed  will  be  in- 
creased by  the  present  amendment.  As,  however,  these 
States,  and  especially  those  in  which  the  colored  citizens 
exceed  in  number  the  whites,  will  not  give  the  common 
suffrage  to  the  citizens  of  African  extraction  (as,  indeed, 
many  of  the  Northern  States — for  instance  Pennsylvania — 
do  not  give  it,  and  as  other  States  give  the  right  of  voting 
to  colored  people  on  the  condition  of  possessing  freeholds 
only,)  the  result  of  the  amendment  as  now  proposed,  with- 
out a  supplementiiry  amendment,  would  be  an  increased 
number  of  Southern  Representatives  in  Congress  of  the 
same  number  of  white  citizens.  In  this  case  the  Rebellion, 
though  ultimately  subdued  at  the  cost  of  torrents  of  our 
blood  and  streams  of  our  wealth,  would  be  rewarded  with 
an  enlarged  representation.  No  loyal  citizen  can  wish  for 
such  a  consummation.     How  is  the  dJfBcuJty  to  be  avoided  ? 

Let  us  first  remember  the  following  three  points: 

1.  In  the  practice  of  every  State  of  the  Union  those  citi- 
zens vote  for  electors  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
who  have  a  right  to  vote  for  Representatives  i^n  Congress. 
Immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  Legislatures  of  several  States  elected  the 
electors;  but  a  more  national  spirit  soon  prevailed,  and  in 
all  the  different  States  of  the  Union  the  people  elected  the 
electors,  except  in  South  Carolina.  There  the  Legislature 
retained  the  election  of  electors  down  to  the  breaking  out 
of  the  rebellion,  on  the  avowed  ground  that  thus  the  State 
obtained  a  greater  influence,  this  election  I'f  electors  in 
South  Carolina  always  taking  place  alter  the  election  by 
the  people  had  been  consummated  in  all  the  other  States. 

2.  In  every  State  those  citizens  who  have  a  right  to  vote 
for  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature, 
have  also  the  right  to  vote  fur  members  of  Congress. 

3.  Iu  every  St  iteof  the  Union  it  is  the  State  itself  which 
determines  i)y  its  own  Constitution,  who  shall  have  the 
right  to  vote  for  members  of  the  State  Legislature. 

These  considerations,  then,  would  lead  to  the  suggestion, 
that  the  apportionment  of  members  of  Congress  ought  to 
be  made  according  to  the  numbers  of  citizens  who  iu  each 
State  have  the  right  to  vote  for  the  State  Legislature,  or 
f  r  its  most  numerous  branch. 

This  suggestion  may  bo  expressed  in  an  amendment  ad- 
ditional to  the  one  just  passed,  iu  such  words  as  these: 

"  RL'present.Ttives  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States  which  may  bo  incluiled  within  this  Union,  accord 
ing  to  the  respective  numbers  of  male  citizens  of  age  hav- 
ing the  qualifications  requisite  for  electing  members  of  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  respective  State  Legislatures. 
The  actual  enumeration  of  said  citizens  shall  be  regularly 
made  by  the  census  of  the  United  States,  but  a  special  cen- 
sus sliall  take  place  before  the  next  new  apportionment 
of  representatives  shall  be  made  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States." 

You  will  observe  that  tho  words  used  in  this  proposition 
of  an  amendment  htive  been  taken,  as  far  as  it  was  feiu-ible, 
from  the  Constitution  itself.  Article  1,  section  2,  para- 
graphs 1  and  3. 

Believing,  as  I  ilo,  that  this  subject  deserves  the  atten- 
tion of  the  American  people,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  make 
nse  of  your  permission  to  address  to  you  this  public  letter, 
and  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient, 

FRANCIS  LIEBER. 

New  York,  Feb.  1,1865. 

Hon.  E.  D.  MoaoAN,  Senator  of  the  United  States,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 


the  following  article  bo  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of 
such  Legislatures,  shal  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  to 
wit: 

Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States  which  may  be  included  within  this  Union,  according 
to  the  number  of  male  citizens  of  age  having  in  each  State 
the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  The  actual  enumera- 
tion of  such  citizens  shall  be  made  by  the  census  of  the 
United  States. 

February  22 — Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  com- 
mittee, reported  adversely  upon  it. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

1864,  December  7— Mr.  Sloan  oflFered  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  iuto  the  expediency  of  so  amending  section  two  of 
article  one  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that 
Representatives  in  Congress  shall  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  States  which  may  be  included  within  the  Union, 
according  to  their  respective  numbers  of  qualified  electors, 
and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Which  was  adopted — yeas  60,  nays  55,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Baily,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Broomall,  Ambrose  \V.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Donnelly,  Driggs, 
Eckley,  Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Garfield,  Grinuell,  Hooper, 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard.  Hulburd,  IngersoU,  Julian,  Kasson, 
Kelley,  Orlando  Kellogg,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  Mc, 
Clurg,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Leonard  Myers- 
Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Price, 
William  H.  Randall,  Alexander  H.  Piice,  John  U.  Rice, 
Sclunck,  Shannon,  Sloan,  Spalding,  Starr,  Stevens,  Thomas, 
Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  EUihu  B.  Washburne,  Wheeler, 
Williams,  Wilson — GO. 

Nays — Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Augustus  C. 
Baldwin,  Blair,  Bliss,  Brandegee,  Brooks,  James  S.  Brown, 
Chanter,  Coffrolh,  Cox,  Dawes,  Dawson,  Deming,  Bcniscm, 
Dixon,  E<Ii:n,  EwjUfh,  Finck,  Frank,  Ganson,  Orider,  Hard- 
ing, Harrington,  Holman,  J.  U.  Hubbard,  Jenckes,  Kalb- 
Jlcisch,  Kernan,  Law,  Le  Blond,  Marcy,  Middlcton,  William 
H.  Miller,  Javier  R.  Morris,  Morrison,  Noble,  Odell,  John 
O'Xeill,  Pendleton,  Pi-uyn,  Radford,  Rogers,  Scott,  Suiilli, 
Smilhers,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse, 
Stuart,  Sweat,  Townsend,  Webster,  Whaley,  Femaiido 
Wood — 55. 

1865,  January  16 — Mr.  Sloan  introduced 
a  b  U  to  submit  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  this  proposition  : 

Art.  XIII.  Sec.  1.  Representatives  in  Congress  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  States  which  may  be  included 
within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respeciive  numbers 
of  qualihi-d  electors.  The  actual  enumeration  shall  bo 
made  in  tho  year  1S70,  jmd  within  every  subseciueut  term 
of  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as  Congress  shall  by  law  di- 
rect. 

Sec.  2.  Direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  sev- 
eral States  according  to  the  appraised  value  of  taxable 
property  therein  respectively.  The  rule  of  appraisal  and 
taxation  shall  be  uniform. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  not  reported  upon. 

TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TAXING  OF  EXPORTS. 

IN  SENATE. 
1865,  January   23 — Mr.  DixON   ofifered    this 
joint  resolution: 

Resolved,  d-c,  (two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,) 
That  in  lieu  of  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  ninth  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
following  be  proposed  as  an  amendment  to  theConstitutim 
of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths 
of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States,  shall  be  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  tho  s^id  Constitution,  to  wit: 

The  Congres-s  shall  have  power  to  lay  a  tax  or  duty  on 
articles  exported  from  any  State. 

February  22 — Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  com- 
mittee, reporttd  adversely,  deeming  it  injudi- 
cious and  unadvisable  at  this  time  to  propose 
that  amendment  to  the  Constitutiou. 
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IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

1864,  December  5 — Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland, 
offe'ed  the  following,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  : 

Resolnd,  That  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution, providing  that  so  much  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  as  declares  that  "no  tax  or 
duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State  "  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  annulled. 

The  Committee  made  no  report.  (See  page 
259  for  Mr.  Blaine's  proposition  on  same  sub- 
ject ) 

TO   EECOGNIZK   THE    CHRISTIAN    RELIGION. 

IN  SENATE. 

1865,  Februa'y  22 — Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the 
Judicia'-y  Committee,  asked  to  be  disch  .rged 
f  om  the  further  consideration  of  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Presbytery  of  Cincinnati  of  September 
20,  1864,  and  the  petition  of  citizens  for  such  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  as  will  more  fully 
recognii.e  the  obligations  of  the  Chris  ian  reli- 
gion, and  of  the  memorial  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  Delegates  of  the  Ameri- 
can Israelites  protesting  against  said  amend- 
ment. 

TRANSFER  OF  A  GUNBOAT  TO  LIBERIA. 

IN  SENATE. 

1864,  December  15 — The  Senate  passed  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  President  to  transfer  a  gun- 
boat to  the  government  of  Liberia,  (as  recom- 
mended in  his  message,)  by  a  vole  of  yeas  33, 
nays  9,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Colla- 
mer,  Couness,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Farwell,  Foot,  foster, 
Grimeo,  Ilarlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Johnson, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Pomeroy,  Ram 
6ev,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson— 33. 

N.vYS — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile,  Davis,  Harding,  Hen- 
driclcs,  A'esinith,  Powell,  Middle,  Wright — 9. 

The  bill  was  not  reached  in  the  House. 

TO  RJSMOVE    DISQUALIFICATION    OF   COLOR  IN  CAR- 
RYING THE  MAILS. 

IN  SENATE. 
IS64,  OecBmber  19— The  following  bill,  (see 
p.  240)— 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  no  person,  by 
rea.son  of  color,  shall  be  disqualified  from  employment  in 
CJtrrying  the  mails,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  establish- 
ing such  dlsqualitication,  including  especially  the  seventh 
eection  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1825,  are  hereby  repealed — 

Passed  the  Senate — 

Yeas — Messrs  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Conness,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Farwell,  Foot,  Foster, Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hen- 
derson, Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Blorgan, 
Pomeroy,  Kamsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Van  Winkle, 
Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilson— 35. 

Nays — yiessrs.  Davis,  Powell,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Wright 
— 5. 

Mr.  Johnson  explained  that  he  would  have 
voted  "  aye"  if  present  in  time. 

1865,  March  3 — The  House  considered  the 
bill.  Mr.  Eden  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table,  which  was  lost — yeas  30,  nays  65,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ancona,  Bliss,  Jamfs  S.  liroxon,  Clianler, 
Coffrnili,  Cox,  Cravens,  Eilen,  Elgerlon,  Ehlridge,  Find-, 
Knapp,  Knox,  Le  Bland,  Long,  Marcf/,  MiddkUm,  James  R, 
Harris,  ISi'nble,  John  0' Neill.  Price,  Priiyn,  Scimufl  J.  Ran- 
dall, William  H.  Kandall,  Ross,  Scvti,  Sites,  Slrouse,  Tovjn- 
und,  Chilton  A.  WUite—Zd. 

Nays — Messrs  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Bail;/,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  iJaxter,  lieamau.  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd,Broom- 
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all,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Henry  Win- 
ter Davis,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Eckley,  Eliot,  Farusworth,  Frank, 
Garfield,  Gooch,  Grinnell,  Griswold,  Higby,  Asahel  W. 
Hubbard,  John  H.Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckes, 
Kelley,  Littltjohn,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg, 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Norton,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pomeroy,  Alexander  H. 
Rice,  John  II.  Rice,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Sloan, 
Smithers,  Thayer,  Upson,  Van  Valkenburgh,  EUihu  B. 
Washburne,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Wiudom,  Wood- 
bridge,  Worthiugton — ^5. 

It  then  passed  without  a  division. 

EXCLUSION  OF  COLORED  PERSONS  FROM  THE  CARa. 

IN  SENATE. 
Pending  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Baltimore 
and   Washington    Depot    and    Potomac    Ferry 
Railway  Company, 

1865,  January  17 — Mr.  Sumner  moved  to 
add  this  proviso  : 

Provided,  That  no  penou  shall  be  excluded  from  any 
car  on  account  of  color. 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  24,  nays  6,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  CoUamcr,  Con- 
ness, Dixon,  Farwell,  Foot,  Foster,  Ilarlan,  Harris,  Hender- 
son, Hicks,  Howard,  llowe,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Ramsey, 
Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Van  Winkle,Willey,  Wilson — 24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Davis,  Hendricks,  Powell,  Richardson, 
Riddle,  Saulsbury — 6. 

This  bill  did  not  finally  pass. 

Pending  the  supplement  to  the  charter  of 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  (the  Senate  being  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,) 

1865,  February  4 — Mr.  Sumner  moved  this 
new  section: 

That  the  provision  prohibiting  any  exclusion  from  any 
car  on  account  of  color,  already  applicable  to  the  Metropol- 
itan railroad,  is  hereby  extended  to  every  other  railroad  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to — yeas  19,  nays  20, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Collamer,  Far- 
well,  Foot,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Ilovve,  Lane 
of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Nye,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Stewart, 
Sumner,  Wilson— 19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Conness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dix- 
on, Doolittle,  Hale,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana, 
Morrill,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Richardson,  SiJuhburij,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wright^'lH. 

Immediately  after,  Mr.  Sumner  renewed  it 
in  open  Senate. 

February  6 — It  was  agreed  to — yeas  26,  nays 
10,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Collamer, 
Couness,  Dixon,*  Doolittle,  Farwell,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Harris,  Howard,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kan- 
sas, Morgan,  Morrill,  Nye,  Pomeroy,  Piamsey,  Stowait, 
Sumner,  Wade,  Willey,  Wilson — 26. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cowan,  Davis,  Henderson,  Hendricks, 
Nesmitii,  Powell,  Ric/iardson,iiaulsbury,\ an  Winkle,  Wriglit, 
—10. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

February  22 — Mr.  Thomas  T.  Davis,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  re- 
ported the  bill  with  sundry  amendments,  one 
of  which  was  to  strike  out  the  above  section  and 
insert  the  following: 

Sec.  5.    That  the  provision  prohibiting  any  exclnsion 


*  Mr.  Dixon  ni.ado  this  explanation,  February  6: 
I  wish  to  say  in  regard  to  this  amendment,  that  I  opposed 
it  on  Saturday  on  the  ground  that  it  seemed  to  conflict 
with  the  rights  of  anothei  company  not  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate ;  but  since  that  time  I  have  seen  the  managers  and  con- 
trollers of  that  company,  and  find  that  they  are  unwilling 
to  contend  on  this  subject  with  what  they  considered  to  be 
the  public  opinion.  They  therafore  make  no  objection  to 
it;  and  I  shall  make  none. 
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from  any  car  on  account  of  color,  already  applicable  to  the 
Metropolitan  railroad,  i3  hereby  repealed. 

March  2 — By  unanimous  consent  all  the 
amendments  were  wihdrawn,  and  the  Senate 
bill  passed  without  a  division. 

PASSES  FOR  COLORED    PERSONS    LEAVINQ  THE    DIS- 
TRICT   OF    COLUMBIA. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
1865,  March  3 — Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  reported  this  resolution  : 

Besohed,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  House  the  order 
of  the  major  general  comiuanding  the  department  of  Wasli- 
ington  and  the  twenty-second  Army  corps,  issued  on  the 
12th  day  of  July,  1804,  directing  that  no  colored  man 
should  be  allowed  to  leave  Washington  city  going  North, 
without  a  pass,  is  a  regulation  which  makes  an  odious  dis- 
crimination, in  conflict  with  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  declared  free  alike  all  citizens  and  residents  of 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  that  the  President  is  hereby 
requested  to  direct  said  militaiy  order  to  be  at  once  re- 
voked. 

Which  was  adopted,  yeas  75,  nays  24,  ai  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames.  Arnold,  Ashley,  liaily,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Bliss,  Blow,  Boutwell,  Boyd, 
Broomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Creswell,  Ileury 
Winter  Davis,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dixon,  Driggs,  Eckley, 
Eliot,  Farnsworth,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch,  Griunell,  Gris- 
wold.  Hale,  Higby,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Littlejohn,  Longyear,  Marvin,  McAllister,  McBride,  McClurg, 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris,  Amos 
Myers,  Norton,  Odell,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth,  Patterson,  Per- 
ham.  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John  U. 
Rice,  Schenck,  Scofield,  Shannon,  Smithers,  Thayer,  Tracy, 
Upson,  Kllihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Wiishburn,  Wil- 
liams, Wilder,  Wilson,  Wiudom,  Woodbridge,  Worthing- 
ton — 75. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ancona,  Augustus  C.  Baldivin,  Coffrnlh,  Cox, 
Cravens,  Kdcn,  Eldridoe,  Knapp,  AfcKinney,  James  R.  Mor- 
ris, Morrison,  JoUn  d'JVcill,  Pendleton,  Pruyn,  Samuel  J. 
Randall,  lioss,  Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiks.  Strouse,  Town 
send,  Voorhees,  Whaley,  Wheeler — 24. 

BUREAU  OF  FREEDMEN'S  AFFAIRS. 
The  condition  of  this  bill  at  the  close  of  the 
first  session  of  the   Thirty-eighth  Congress   is 
stated  on  page  2  GO. 

1864,  December  20 — The  House  disagreed  to 
the  Senate  amendments,  and  requested  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  to  which  the  Senate  cs- 
eented.  The  commiitee  consisted  of  Messrs. 
Eliot  of  Mass.,  Kelley  of  Pcnna.,  and  Noble  of 
Ohio,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  Messrs. 
Sumner  of  Mass.,  Howard  of  Michigan,  and 
Buckalew  of  Penna.,  on  the  part  of  ihi  Senate. 

1865,  February  2 — The  Committee  reported 
a  bill  with  these  features  : 

A  department  of  freedmen  and  abandoned 
lands  is  established,  to  be  administered  by  a 
commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  Pr'  sident 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  at  tn  annual 
salary  of  $4  000,  with  prescribed  subordinates. 
The  commissioner  ii  authorized  to  create  dis- 
tricts, not  to  exceed  two  in  each  rebel  State, 
when  sufficiently  brought  under  the  military 
power  of  the  United  States,  each  to  be 
under  the  supervision  of  an  assistant  com- 
missioner, at  an  annual  salary  of  $2,500,  who 
is  to  appoint  four  local  superintendents  and 
clerks  in  each  district  at  an  annual  salary  of 
$1,500.  The  commissioner  to  have  the  gen- 
eral superintendence  of  all  freedmen  ;  to  watch 
over  the  execution  of  all  laws,  proclamations, 
and  military  orders  of  emancipation,  or  in  any 
way  concerning  freedmen  ;  to  establish  neces- 
sary regulations  to  protect  in  their  rights  the 


freedmen,  who  a'-e  to  be  treated  in  all  respects 
as  free  men,  with  all  proper  remedies  in  courts 
of  justice,  &c.  The  assistant  commissioners 
are  to  tak  •  possession  of  all  abandoned  real 
estate  belonging  to  disloyal  persons,  and  all 
real  estate  to  which  the  United  States  have 
title  or  of  which  the  United  States  have  pos- 
session, and  not  already  appropriated  to  gov- 
ernment uses,  and  all  property  found  on  and 
belonging  to  such  estate,  and  to  k'ase  th-  m  to 
freedm'-n  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  Hpon, 
or  to  others  if  not  required  for  freedmen,  'he 
leases  to  be  for  one  year.  Existing  leases  made 
by  special  agents  of  the  Treasury  Department 
are  confirmed.  Whenever  the  commii-sioner 
cannot  otherwise  employ  any  of  the  freedmen 
who  may  come  under  his  care,  he  shall,  so  for 
as  pr.-iclicable,  make  provision  for  them  with 
humane  and  suitable  persons,  at  a  just  com- 
pensation for  their  services.  The  commis-iouer 
to  report  annually  to  Congress.  All  assis^tant 
quartermasters,  local  superintendents,  and 
clerks,  as  well  ns  supervising  special  agents, 
are  declared  to  be  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  liatile  to  trial  by  court-mar- 
tial or  military  commissions.  Section  13  ap- 
plies to  confiscation,,  and  is  as  follows  : 

That  the  last  clause  of  a  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 
"  An  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and  re- 
bellion, to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and 
for  other  purposes,"'  approved  July  17, 1802,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

A  motion  to  table  the  report  was  lost — yeas 
67,  nays  83. 

February  9 — The  report  was  adopted — yeaa 
64,  nays  62.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John  D. 
Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Boutwell,  Boyd,  Broomall, 
Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole,  Dawes,  Deming,  Donnelly, 
Eckley,  Eliot,  Frank,  Grinnell,  Hooper,  John  U.  Hubbard, 
Huiirurd,  Ingersoll,  Jenckfs,  Julian,  Kasson,  Kellej',  Or- 
lando Kellogg,  Knox.  Littlejohn,  Loan,  Louf;vear,  Marvin, 
McBride,  McClurg,  Mclndoe,  Samuel  F.  M'iller,  Morrill, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill, 
Orth,  Patterson,  Pike,  Pomerov,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  John 
H.  Rice.  Edward  U.  Rollins,  Scofield.  Sloan,  Spiilding,  Starr, 
Stevens,  Thayer,  Upson,  Van  Vulkenburgh,  William  P. 
Wa,shburn,  Wilder,  Wilson,  Windom,  Woodbridge,  Worth- 
ington — 64. 

Nats — Messrs.  JctT/tes  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Augustus 
C.  Baldivin,  Brooks,  William  (i.  Brown,  Clianler,  Clay, 
CoffroUi,  Cox,  Cravens,  Thomas  T.  Davis.  Dawstm,  Edger- 
ton,  Eldrid(ie,  English,  Finck,  Gvnson,  Grider,  Hall,  Hard- 
ing, Benjamin  G.  Harris.  Charles  M.  Harris.  Holman,  Philip 
Johnson,  Kdljjleisch.  King,  Knapp,  Le  Bloul,  Lung.  Mai- 
lory,  McAllister,  McKinney,  Middleton,  William  H.  Miller, 
James  R.  M'/rris,  JS'elson,  J^oble,  Odell,  John  O'Neill,  Pen- 
dlet'in,  Radford,  AVillianx  H.  Randall,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Schenck,  Sm"ithers,  John  B.  Steele,  William  G.  'Steele,  Stile.'!, 
Sfroiise,  Sweat,  Tmvnsend,  Tracy,  WadswoHh,  Ward,  Ellihu 
B.  Waehiiurne,  Webster,  Whaley,  Wheeler,  Joseph  \V.  White, 
Winfield—&1. 

1865,  February  22 — In  Senate,  it  was  rejected 
— yeas  14,  nays  24: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Foot,  Howard, 
Morgan,  Slorrill,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sprague,  Stewart, 
Sumner,  AVade,  Wilson — 14. 

Nats — Missrs.  Buckalew,  Carlile.  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hetiderson.  Howe, 
Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  McVougall,  Xesmith,  Poivell, 
Richardson,  Riddle,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle, 
WiUey,  Wrighl-2i. 

February  28 — A  new  committee — Messrs. 
Wilson,  Harlan,  and  Willey,  of  the  Senate,  and 
Schenck,  Biutwell,  and  .7a.5.  S  Bollins,  of  the 
House,  made  a  report  to  establish  in  the  War  De- 
partment, for  the  war  and  one  year  thereafter,  a 
Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned 
Lands,  for  the  supervision  and  management  of 
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oil  abandoned  lands,  and  the  control  of  all  sub- 
jects relating  to  refi.'gee.s  and  treedraen  from 
rebel  Ktates,  or  from  any  district  of  country  with- 
in the  territory  emlu-accd  in  the  operations  of 
the  army,  under  rules  to  be  approved  by  the  Pre- 
sident. The  bureau  to  have  a  Commissiooer  at 
$3,000  a  year,  and  $50,000  bonds,  with  an  as- 
sisiant  commissioner  for  each  rebel  State,  not 
exceeding  ten,  at  $2  500  a  year,  and  $20,000 
bonds.  The  Assistants  to  make  quarterly  reports 
to  the  Commissioner,  and  he  a  report  at  each 
session  of  Congress. 

Section  2  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
direct  such  issues  of  provisions,  clothing,  and 
fuel  as  he  may  deem  needful  for  the  immediate 
and  temporary  shelter  and  supply  of  destitute 
and  suffering  refugees  and  freedmen,  and  their 
wives  and  children,  under  such  rules  and  regu 
lations  as  he  may  direct. 

The  bill  also  gives  the  Commissioner,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President,  authority  to  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  loyal  refugees  and  freed- 
men such  tracts-  of  land  within  the  insurrec- 
tionary States  ns  ^hall  have  been  abandoned,  or 
to  which  the  United  States  shall  have  acquired 
title  by  confiscation,  or  sale,  or  otherwise.  And 
to  every  ma'e  citizen,  whether  refugee  or  freed- 
man,  as  aforesaid,  there  shtll  be  assigned  not 
more  than  forty  acres  of  such  land,  and  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  so  assigned  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  land  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  at  an  annual  rent  not 
exceeding  six  per  cent  upon  the  value  of  said 
land  as  it  was  appraised  by  the  State  authori- 
ties in  18G0,  for  the  purpose  of  taxation,  and  in 
case  no  such  appraisal  can  be  found,  then  the 
rental  shall  be  based  upon  the  estimated  value 
of  the  land  in  said  year,  to  be  ascertained  in 
guch  manner  as  the  Commissioner  may,  by  re- 
gulation, prescribe.  At  the  end  of  said  term  or 
at  any  time  during  said  term,  the  occupants  of 
any  parcels  so  assigned  may  purchase  the  land 
and  receive  such  title  thereto  as  the  United 
States  can  convey  upon  paying  therefor  the 
value  of  the  land,  as  ascertained  and  fixed  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  annual  rent  as 
aforesaid 

TJhe  report  was  adopted  in  Senate. 

March  3 — It  was  adopted  in  the  House  with- 
out a  division,  after  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  made  by  Mr.  Cox,  was  rejec  ed — yeas 
52,  nays  77,  as  follows: 

Teas — ilessrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Ancona,  Baily,  Bliss, 
Brooks,  CoffrUh,  Cox,  Dawson,  Denison,  Kdtn,  Edgertim, 
Eldridge.  English,  Find;  Ganson,  Gridn;  Ilardinrf,  Benja- 
min G.  Hari-is,  Charles  M.  Harris,  HerricK;  Holman,  PIdh'jJ 
Jolmsnn,  Kalhfleisch ,  Ki'man,  Knapp,  Laiu,  Le  Blond,  Long, 
Marci/,  McAllister,  ilcKinney,  William  II.  MilUr,  James  Ik. 
Morris,  ilorrisim.  Nelson.  Odell.  John  O'Neill,  Pendleton, 
P)-uyn,  Samtiel  J.  Randall,  William  H.  Randall,  Ross, 
Scott,  John  B.  Steele,  Stiles,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Townsend,  Voor- 
kees,  Wheeler,  Chilton  A.  White,  Teaman — 52. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allej-.  Allison.  Ames,  Arnold,  Ashley,  John 
D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Bearaan.  Blaine,  Blow,  Bout  well.  lirande- 
gee,  Brooinall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb, 
Colo,  llcnry  Winter  Davi^,  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dem- 
ing,  Eliot.  Farnsworth,  Frank,  Garfield,  Gooch.  Grinnell, 
Uigby,  Ilotchkiss.  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  John  H.  Hubbard, 
Hulburd,  Ingcrsoll,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Orland.)  Kellogg,  Knox,  Littlejohn,  Loan,  Lougyear,  Mar- 
vin, McBride,  McClurg,  Moorhead,  Morrill,  Daniel  Morris, 
Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles  O'Neill,  Orth, 
Patterson.  Perham,  I'ike,  Price,  John  H .  Rice,  Edward  II. 
Rollins,  Jnmes  S.  Rollins,  Sclienck,  Scofield,  Shannon, 
Sloan,  Spalding,  Thayer.  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valk- 
enburgU,  Ellibu  B.  Washburne,  WilLiam  B.  'VVashburn, 


Whaley,  Williams,  Wilder,  Wileon,  Windora,  Woodbridg©^ 
77. 


Action  of  State  Legislatures  on  the 
Anti-Slavei'y  Amendment. 

MAINE. 

SENATE FEBRUAKY    7,     1865. 

?EAS — Messrs.  Jeremiah  Dingley,  jr.,  Parker  P.  Bur- 
leigh, George  W.  Woodman,  Samuel  A.  Holbrook.  George 
Pierce,  Daniel  T.  Richardson,  Ebeu  M.  Harnor,  Moses  R. 
Ludwig,  John  B.  Walker,  Joseph  A.  Sanborn,  Josiah  Ti-ue, 
Crosly  Uinds,  Flverett  W.  Stetson,  William  Wirt  Virgin, 
Thomas  Chase,  Elias  J.  Ilale,  Augustus  D.  Manson,  Osgood 
N.  Bradbury,  Lewis  Barker,  Thomas  J.  So\Uhard,  John  S. 
Teuney,  David  D.  Stewart,  Samiiel  11.  Talbot,  Lewis  L. 
Wadsworth,  jr.,  William  McGilvery,  Elias  Milliken,  Esreff 
H.  Banks,  Luther  Sanborn — 27. 

Nays — None. 

HOUSE — FEBRUARY  7,  1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  A.  H.  Abbot,  Freeman  Atwood,  John  Bar- 
ker, George  C.  Bartlett,  Isaac  Be.ale,  William  Bean,  Calrin 
Bickford,  Gershom  Bliss,  T.  W.  Bowman,  John  IL  Brad- 
ford, J.  D.  Bragdon,  Lewis  Bingham,  Alonzo  Bryant,  Row- 
land Carlton,  Reuben  Carver,  M.  V.  B.  Chase,  William  U. 
Chesley, Cyrus  P.  Church,  Tobias  Churchell,  S.  W.  Cleaves, 
N.  0.  Crane,  Josiah  Crosby,  F'rauklin  Curtis,  W.  A.  P.  Dil- 
lingham, N.  Dingley,  jr.,  11  M.  Eaton,  M.  M.  Eatun,  H.  A. 
Ellis,  J.  W.  Fairbanks,  D.  J.  Fisher.  John  B.  Fogg,  U.  L. 
F'olUnsbee,  Charles  Foster,  J.  B.  Foster,  A.  C.  French,  JoIiq 
French,  Chas.  H.  Frost,  Thomas  U.  Garnsey,  Jesse  Gould, 
George  Gowcr,  Joseph  Graugor,  J.  A.  Gushee,  John  Haley, 
Calviu  Ha  1,  Timothy  Haw,  G,  W.  Hammond,  Otis  Hath- 
awiiy,  Asa  Ueath,  Samuel  F.  Ilersey,  J.  U.  Hill.  N.T.  Hill, 
John  D.  Hopkins,  Reuben  S.  Hunt,  A.F.  Hutchinson,  I.  W. 
Johnson,  A.  M.  Jones,  D.  H.  Kilbreth,  Wm.  H.  Kilby, 
Thomas  S.  Lang,  S.  W.  Larrabee,  Thomas  Little,  Wm.  i<". 
Lord,  B.  Lyford.  jr.,  Gideon  Mayo,  H.  S.  Mclntire,  T.  IL 
McLain,  D.  Merry,  J.  F.  Miller,  .^lerrick  Monroe.  N,  P. 
Monroe,  John  Montguni'iry,  J.  S.  Moore,  Wm.  Moore,  E  S. 
F.  Nickerson,  Lyndon  Oak,  George  F,  Patten,  Rufus  Patten, 
George  W.  Perkins,  Nathan  Philbrick,  William  J.  Phil- 
lips, William  Poole,  Abel  Prescott,  J.H.Pullen,  Francis  A. 
Reed,  B.  M.  Roberts,  Spauliling  Robinson,  William  Rogers, 
J.  H.  Sanborn.  J.  H.  Sayward,  K.  A.  Simpson,  George  W. 
Smith,  John  L.  Stevens,  Mariin  L.  Stover,  S.  II.  Sweutzer, 
Rul'us  P.  TapUy,  Joel  Valley,  A.  K.  Walker,  D.  P.  Wasgatt, 
Nathan  Webb,  E.  P.  Weston,  Joseph  U.  Williams,  William 
Wilson,  Almon  Young — 103. 

Nats— Messrs.  B.  M.  Baker,  Samuel  M.  Bradbury,  Thos. 
J.Burbank,  Joseph  Chase,  0.  G.  Hamilton,  William  B.  Hig- 
gins,  William  Hill,  Isa;ic  Ho b.art,  James  M.  Howe,  jr.,  J. 
D.  Lawler,  Sewall  Lord,  Edward  Payson,  Charles  A.Shaw, 
0.  R.  Sirois,  Joshua  Whitney — 1.5. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Legislature  will  meet  June  7,  1865. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

SENATE   -FEBRUARY  3,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Charles  Adams,  jr.,  Henry  Alexander,  jr., 
Eben  A.  Andrews,  Henry  Barstow, .Josiah  C.  Blaisdell,i?aul 
A.  Chadbourne,  Francis  Child.s,  William  W.  Clapp,  jr..  Free- 
man Cobb,  Charles  R.  Codman,  James  East(m,  2<1,  James  S. 
Eldridge,  Jonathan  E.  F'ield,  George  F'oster,  George  Fro.st, 
Maitin  Grifiin,  George  Ueywood,  Milo  Hildretb,  John 
Hill,  Francis  A.  Hobart,  Yorick  G.  llurd,  Abijah  M.  Ide, 
Emerson  Johnson,  Thomas  Kneil,  Alden  Leland,  Jacob  H. 
Loud,  Joel  Merriam.  Francis  E.  Parker,  Albert  C.  Parsons, 
Robert  C.  Pitman,  Joseph  A.  Pond,  William  L.  Reed,  Moses 
D.  Southwick,  Hiram  A.  Stevens,  Levi  Stockbridge,  E.  B. 
Stoddard,  Darwin  Ware,  Solomon  C.  Wells,  Tappau  AYent- 
worth,  Samuel  M.  Worcester — 10. 

Nats — None. 

HOUSE — FEBRUARY  3,   1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Augustus  0.  Allen,  Daniel  Allen,  James 
H.  Allen,  Horace  J.  Adams,  Joseph  L.  Andrews,  John  F. 
Arnold,  Jonathan  Arnold,  jr.,  Joseph  T.  Bailey.  John  L 
Baker,  Charles  H.  Ballard,  J.  B.  Bancroft,  Edward  Bangs, 
Seth  Bardwell,  George  W.  Bartlett,  James  Bartlett,  Henry 
Barton,  Emory  L.  Bates,  Horatio  Bates,  William  N.  B.itch- 
elder,  Richard  Beeching,  Cyrus  Bell,  Joseph  A.  Benjamin, 
Newton  J.  Benjamin,  Joseph  D.  Billings,  Frederick  A. 
Boomer,  William  Bosworth,  Charles  M.  Bowers,  Eb-azer 
IJoynton,  jr.,  Reuben  Boynton,  Prince  Brackett,  E.  S.  Brad- 
ford, Timothy  G.  Brainard,  Amos  V.  Breed,  Abram  Briggs, 
Edwin  Briggs,  Charles  0.  Brown,  George  A.  Brown,  Wright 
Brownell,  George  F.  Brown,  John  Brown,  Ezra  P.  Brownell, 
Ale.xander  H.  Bullock,  Erskine  D.  Burbank,  Charles  G. 
Burnham,  Henry  M.  Burrall,  Uenry  J.  Bush,  Archibald 
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Campbell,  Leri  N.  Campbell,  George  P.  Carter,  William 
Carpenter,  Horace  J.  Chapin,  John  Clark,  James  W.  Clark, 
William  S.  Clark,  George  P.  Clapp,  Ira  N.  Conant,  David 
II.  Coolidge.  Horace  II.  CooliJgo,  George  Vi.  Copoland, 
Aliiel  B.  Crane,  Tully  Crosby,  William  Cumston,  George 
Dane,  William  Daniels,  William  W.  Davis,  George  Davis, 
Gforge  P.  Denny,  Ilol)ertW.  Derby,  Anson  Dexter,  Daniel 
Dewey.  Charles  C.  Doten,  Lewis  J.  Dudley,  Theodore  Dunn, 
George  N.  Dutton,  Edwin  Draper,  Jedediah  Dwelley,  Jacob 
S.  Katon,  John  Eddy,  David  G.  Eldridge,  Henry  H.  Faxon, 
l5/ri.ib  W.  Fay,  Anson  D.  Fe.ssenden,  Zibeon  C.  Field, 
Charles  Fitz,  Samuel  J.  Fletcher,  Janie.s  J.  Flj-nn,  John  W. 
Frederick,  lleuben  P.  I'olger,  Nelson  J.  Foss,  AVilliam  Foss, 
Uenadam  Gallup,  Micajah  C.  Gaskill,  J.irvis  W.  Gibbs, 
Amasa  Gibson,  Nathaniel  Gilbert,  John  Glancey,  Charles 
Goddard,  William  D.  Goolnow,  Thomas  C  Goodwin,  George 
W.  Greene,  Henry  S.  Greene,  Daniel  R.  Haines,  Arad  Hall, 
Josejih  Hall,  George  F.  Hatch,  George  L.  Ilawkes,  Joel  P. 
Hf  wins.  Luther  Hill.  Thomas  Hills,  Nathaniel  J.  Ilolden, 
William  U.  Hooper,  Johu  C.  Houghton.  Cornelius  How- 
1  md,  T.  W.  Ilorton,  Richard  A.  Hunt,  Robert  Johnson, 
Levi  F.  Junes,  Silas  Jones.  Horace  W.  Jordan,  C.  F.  John- 
son. Calvin  Kelton.  John  W.  Kimball,  Moses  Kimball,  Lu- 
cius J.  Knowles,  David  Knox,  Luke  Leach,  Job  M.  Leon- 
urd.  Simeon  L.  Leonanl,  Edward  Lewis,  Samuel  Little, 
William  B.  Long,  Willard  Loveriug,  Leander  F.  Lynde, 
John  W.  :MahaD,  John  F.  Mauahau,  Elbridge  G.  Manning, 
John  P.  Marble,  Lorenzo  Marrett,  Sylvester  S.  Jlay,  Wil- 
liam F.  M.  Kinstry,  Charles  R.  McLean,  William  T.  McNeill, 
A.  M.  McPhail,  jr.,  Simeon  Miller,  Joseph  Mitchell,  2d, 
George  H.  Monroe,  Elliot  Montague,  Henry  W.  Moulton, 
John  G.  Mudge,  David  C.  Murdock,  John  S.  Needham, 
Henry  A.  Noyes,  Albert  Nichols,  Charles  H.  Odell,  Caleb 
W.  Osborn,  Samuel  Osborn,  jr.,  Theodore  Otis,  Amasa 
Paine,  George  W.  Patch,  I'rederick  Pease,  George  S.  Pen- 
dergast,  Benjamin  F.  Phillips,  Avery  Plumer,  Job  Pierce, 
Joseph  G.  Pollard,  H.indel  Pond,  Ezra  T.  Pope,  Charles  P. 
Preston,  Thomas  H.  Prime,  Francis  B.  Ray,  Thomas  Rice, 
jr..  Stephen  N.  Richardson,  Edward  Riloy,  JohnF.Robbins, 
Edward  II.  Rogers,  Jacob  Rogers,  Itobert  B.  Rogers,  Simon 
J.  U>ney,  Harrison  Root,  Amos  Rowe,  jr.,  Henry  0.  Rus- 
sell, George  D.  Ryder,  George  S.  Saunders,  Ezekiel  Sawiu, 
Geoigtt  L  Sawin,  Luke  Sawjer,  Henry  A.  Scudder.  Henry 
Seymour,  Elijah  Shaw,  Edgar  J.  Sherman,  Henry  Shortle, 
George  Soule,  Jesse  G.  D.  Stearns,  Albert  W.  Stevens, 
Charles  T.  Stevens,  Daniel  H.  Stickney,  F.  M.  Stone,  Zina 
E  Stone,  Caleb  Swan,  Ephraim  Snow,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney, 
Henry  Souther,  Lewis  II.  Taylor,  Solomon  Thatcher,  David 
Thayer,  Oikes  Tirrell.  Joseph  Tucker,  Nathan  Tucker,  jr., 
Calvin  K.  Turner,  2d,  Suth  Turner,  Robert  A.  Vinal,  Wil- 
liam Vinton,  Thomas  L.  Wakefield,  Edward  P.  Wallace, 
Sullivan  L.  Ward,  T.  AV.  Ward,  A.  W.  Wan-en,  Cephas 
Washliurn,  jr.,  Horace  Waters,  John  Wells,  Stephen  R. 
White,  Augustine  Whitney,  Lewis  C.  Whiton,  Crocker 
Wilder,  William  F.  Wilder,  B'rederick  A  Willard,  Charles 
A.  Winchester,  George  C.  Winchester,  Lyman  Woodward 
—233. 
Nats — None. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

SENATE — FEBRUARY  2,   1865. 

Te.\s — Messrs.  Seth  Padelford,  Francis  Armington,  Nich- 
olas Ball,  Thomas  T.  Barber,  Borden  Chase,  Samuel  W. 
Church,  LjTuan  A.  Cook,  Frederick  N.  Cottrell,  Lewis 
Fairbrothcr,  Stephen  C.  Fisk,  Anson  Greene,  Charles  Hart, 
Job  W.  Hill,  Bradbury  C.  Hill,  Edwin  W.  Hopkins,  Wil- 
liam B.  Howland,  Benedict  Lapman,  Williiim  B.  Lawton,  Al- 
len C.  Matthewson,  John  W.  Morey,  Abner  W.  Peckham, 
James  M.  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Seabtuy, Samuel  Shove,  Job 
S.  Steene,  Pardon  W.  Stevens,  Enos  K.  Tifft,  Thomas  A. 
Whitman— 28. 

N.\Ys — Messrs.  Gideon  II.  Durfee,  John  C.  Ellis,  Joseph 
W.  Sweet,  Labau  C.  Wade — I. 


HOUSE  — FEBRDART 


1865. 


Yeas — Emor  J.  Angdl,  Asa  B.  Anthony,  Smith  R.  Ar- 
nold, Olncv  II.  Austin,  Rowse  Babcock,  William  Binnev, 
Ellis  L.  Blake,  William  W.  Elodgett,  Henry  D.  Brown, 
Oliver  0.  Browuell,  Hazard  A.  Burdick,  William  Butler, 
Albert  W.  Carpenter,  Hazard  E.  Champlin,  Edmund  N. 
Clark,  John  H.  Clarke,  Thomas  N.  Clarke,  Ralph  P.  Deve- 
reaux,  Luther  Dickins,  Herbert  E.  Dodge,  Benjamin  F. 
Drowne,  Nathaniel  B.  Durfee,  Alexander  iaruuni,  John  S. 
riske,  James  E.  France,  Asa  M.  Gammell,  Josej)h  F.  Gil- 
more,  Christopher  A.  Hall,  D.avid  S.  Harris,  Stephen  Har- 
ris, Thomas  G.  Hazard,  Charles  W.  Ilolbrook,  Geo.  W. 
Ilolt,  Jefferson  S.  Howard,  Henry  Idc,  E|  hraim  S.  JackMUi, 
George  G.  King,  Jeisse  Metcall,  Joseph  Olney,  George  L. 
Owen,  Benjamin  O  Pabodie,  George  W.  Payton,  Samuel 
W.  Pearce,  Abraham  Peckham,  James  D'W.  Peiry,  Daniel 
B.  Pond,  William  M.  Rawson,  Statlord  W.  Razee,  William 
H.  Eejuolds,  Daniel   Sayles,  William  P.  Sheffield,  George 


W.  Sheldon,  William  Sheldon,  Lemuel  M.  E.  Stone,  Lyman 
A.  Talt,  Benjamin  J.  Tillcy,  James  Waterhouse,  Henry  B. 
Waterman,  Thomas  C.  Watsun,  A'ernou  Weaver,  John  E. 
Weeden,  Alfred  .\.  Williams — 62. 

Nays — Cyrus  II.  Morse,  Amasa Sprague,  Henry  G.  Tucker, 
Alfred  II.  Willard— 4. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Legislature  will  meet  May  3,  1865. 

VERMONT. 

SENATE. 

Amendment  ratified,  but  vote  not  received. 

HOUSE MARCH  9,    1865. 

Yeas — Addison  cmmty :  Charles  Menill,  Parris  Fletcher, 
Noble  F.  Dunshee,  Henry  Lane,  Michael  Ball,  James  Car- 
.son.  William  C.  Chalice,  A.  S  Barker,  John  W.  Stewart,  Ira 
Gifl'ord,  L.  S.  Uemcuway,  E.  Holland,  Joseph  Smith,  A  M. 
Everts,  Lewis  Treadway,  Thomas  Morri.son,  William  S. 
Hopkins,  Edwin  Everts,  Edwin  Lawrence,  F.  G.  Wright. 
IJe7i>iiiiffl<m  cnunty :  J.  N  B.  Thomas,  A.  B.  Gardner,  Wel- 
come Allen,  John  Ehvell,  Ambrose  Woodward,  John  C. 
Roberts,  A.  G.Bowker,  W.  B.  Arnold,  Apollos  Bailey,  Wil- 
liam Sherman,  Walter  B.  Randall,  Aaron  Pike,  P.  Shuttle- 
ton,  Cephas  Williams,  Obed  Eddy.  Caledonia  cnunty:  (), 
A.  Sylvester,  C.  T.  A.  Humphrey,  William  J.  Stanton,  A. 
P.  Renfrew,  D.  W.  Aiken,  E.  W." Church,  M.  C.  Henderson, 
Jacob  Way,  George  Cowles,  Gates  B.  Bullard,  Joseph  Bart- 
lett,  Harvey  Burbank,  J.  W.  Hastings.  C/tiUendcn  county: 
Lawrence  Barnes,  H.  H.  Newell,  A.  C  Brownell,  D.  II.  Ma- 
comber,  M.  H.  Baldwin,  Henry  Brewster,  L.  L.  Lane,  H.  G. 
Boardnian,  SaBbrd  Bronson,  John  L.  Barstow,  Norm  u  Ls- 
ham,  Martin  Wires,  Alney  Stone,  D.  B.  Fay.  Essex  county  : 
Raymond  Fuller,  W.  M.  Currier,  S.  H.  Parsons,  Levi  Howe, 
0.  i'.  Walter,  Philander  C.  Ford,  William  H.  Meachan*, 
William  Sims,  William  Sewall,  Isaac  R.  Ilotistou.  Frank- 
lin county:  William  C.  Wilson,  George  C.  Ellsworth,  W.  R. 
Hutchinsi'n,  Anson  Soule.  A  (i.  Soule,  A.  E  Parker,  John 
Colcord,  Hiram  H.  Hale,  W.arrwn  Robinson,  Columbus  Green, 
Orville  J.  Smith.  John  F.  Draiier,  Bradley  Barlow,  Den ni- 
son  Dorm.m.  Grand  hie  county :  II.  P.  Kinsley,  J.  Mc- 
Gowan,  S.  H.  Pike,  Joel  Town,  O.  G.  Wheeler.  Lamoi'le 
county:  Junius  Wires,  .Tames  Brown,  Charles  S.  Parker,  R, 
S.  Page,  Samuel  Belding,  Joseph  J.  Boynton,  E.  U.  Shat- 
tuck,  Ira  D.  R.  Collins.  Orange  county :  J.  A.  Spear, 
Ephraim  F.  Claflin,  William  Uebard,  William  II.  Kilibey, 
William  R  Shedd,  E.  C.  Camp,  L.  L.  Wheeler,  Harry  Hun- 
tington, S.  M.  Gleason,  William  T.George  J.  M.  Whitney, 
Heman A.  White.  Orleans  county:  II. P.  Gushing,  Isaac  C.. 
Smith,  Daniel  Webster.  Ira  Boynton,  JchSe  E  Merrill,  J.  11. 
Skimer,  Duron  Whittlesey,  John  M.Smith,  George  A.  Hin- 
man,  Silas  G.  Bean,  David  Johnson,  B  F.  Paine,  Byram 
Bartlett,  Ira  A.Adams,  Edson  H.  Lathe,  II  C.  Wilson,  D.  IL 
Buck,  I.  D.  Bemis.  Rullaiid  county :  Daniel  Crofoot,  G.  W. 
Parmenter,  Pitt  W.  Hvde,  L.  I.  Winslow,  Leusey  Rownds, 
jr.,  n.  Fisk.  Corrill  Reed,  B.  F.  Holmes,  Willard  Ross, 
J.  C.  Thornton,  Harley  Spaulding,  Alfred  Crowlij-,  Luther 
P.  Rowe,  Ervin  Pratt,  R.  F.  Wing.  J.  C.  Wheatori,  Charles 
A.  Rami,  Seneca  M  Dorr,  Joseph  H.  Spofford,  U.C.  Gleason, 
Cyrus  Cramton,  D.  E.  Nicholson.  J.  II.  Parks,  Samuel 
Adams.  Wafhinijton  county :  Josiah  Benjamin,  Edwin 
Fisher,  A.  M.  Foster,  Edwin  C.  Crossett,  T.  C.  Kelton, George 
0.  BoyC(%  C  W.  H.  Dwinell,  C.  C.  Putnam,  Whitman  G. 
Ferrin,  George  Eulkley,  Samuel  Keith,  Willard  S.  Martin, 
Edmond  I'ope,  David  M.  Phelps,  J(5hn  Dolph,  William  W. 
Wells,  A.  W.  Nelson,  J.  E.  Macomber.  Windham  county : 
A.  A.  Wyman.  S.  M.  W  aite,  C.  W.  Stebbins,  William  U. 
Jones,  Leroy  Wilder,  Francis  Daniels,  Samuel  L.  Hunt,  A. 
II.  Tucker,  Elijah  M.  Torrey  Alanson  Whitman,  Simeon 
Adams,  Austin  J.  Morse,  John  Kimball,  Albert  Blanchard, 
Jonas  H.  Smith,  0.  S.  Howard,  Lorenzo  Brown,  A.  J.  Dexter, 
L.  F.  Ward,  Waters  Gillett,  James  M.  Tyler,  Stephen  Har- 
ris. Windsor  county :  Geo.  W  Stickney,  George  Dayi.s,  F. 
W.  Anderson,  John  F.  Deane,  Wm.  Rounds,  A.  G.  Dewey, 
John  Colby,  H.  W.  Albee,  A.  tr.  Pease,  A.B.  Martin,  Harvey 
N.  Bi-u<-e,  Merritt  E.  Goddard.  Wm.  M.  Huntington,  Julia 
S.  Marcy,  A.  B.  Mosher,  C.  A  Forbush,  J.B.  Rogers,  Ilyren 
Henry,  Lucius  A.  Gould,  M.F.Mortison,  Stephen  G.  Abbott, 
Lewis  Pratt — 215. 
Nats — D.  11.  Shoff  of  Essex.  John  Lynde  of  Orange — 2. 

NEW  yoek:. 

SENATE — FKBUUARY  2,    1865. 

Yeas — McFsrs.  Norman  M.  Allen,  Cheney  Ames,  Wilkes 
Angel,  Alexander  11.  Bailey,  James  A.  Bell,  Daniel  II.  Cole, 
James  M.  Cook,  Exra  Cornell,  John  B.  Dutcher,  Charles  J. 
Folgcr,  Frederick  H.  Ilxstings,  P^iliner  E.  Havens,  Stephen 
S.  Hayt,  Albert  Ilobbs,  Irederick  Julia  id,  William  Laim- 
beer,  jr.,  Henry  R.  Low,  Demas  Strong,  Audi'ow  D.  White, 
Stephen  K.  Willianib — 20. 
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Nays — Messrs,  Orson  M.  Allaben,  George  Beacli,  Robert 
Christie,  jr.,  Luke  I'.  Cozans,  Tlnmiiis  C.  fields,  lleory  C. 
Murphy,  Iru  Shafer,  Christian  15.  Woodruff — S. 

ASSEMBLY FEBRUARY  3,    18G5. 

Teas— Mf  ssrs.  Charles  M.  Crandall,  Albon  A.  Lewis,  Wil- 
liam P.  Angel,  E.  Curtis  Toiiliff,  Benjamin  M.  Close,  John 
L.  Parker,  Sextus  II.  Hungerlord,  Martin  Crewell,  William 
T.  Post,  George  W.  Sumner,  Samuel  S.  Stafford,  Samuel  W. 
Carpenter,  Djn"l  Squires,  Ira  E.  Sherman,  James  Oliver, 
James  Ilowar  1,  Mai  k  D.  Wilber,  Edwin  W.Godfrey,  William 
H.  Richardson,  John  W.  Brown,  Henry  Tillinghast,  E. 
Bradley  Lee,  James  C.  Kellogg,  Lewis  Palmer,  Russell  B. 
Biddlecome,  John  C.  Perry,  Jacob  Worth,  Nathan  Clark, 
Uugl)  D.  McCall,  Jonathan  B.  .Morey,  Alfred  A.  Brown, 
Alvin  Strong,  Fairchild  Andrews,  William  Rankin,  Thomas 
E.  Stewart,  Samuel  C.  Keed,  Thomas  B.  Van  Buren,  Guy  0. 
Humphrey,  Loreuzo  Rjuse,  Thomas  D.  Penfield,  George  W. 
Cole,  Albert  L.  Green,  Daniel  P.  Wood,  Harvey  P.  Tolman, 
Volney  Edgerton,  Edward  Brun«ou,  Ananias  B.  Uulse, 
Edmund  L.  Pitts,  Elias  Root,  Richard  K.  Sanford,  Avery 
W.  Severance,  George  M.  HoUis,  Robert  M.  IIasbr..uck, 
Geoi-ge  Parker,  James  Rediugton,  Daniel  Shaw,  Edward 
Edwards,  Charles  Stanford,  Lorenzo  Webber,  William  E. 
Bonham,  Alexander  Olcott,  Horace  Bemis,  William  H. 
Gleason,  WilUam  W.  Shepard,  Henry  B.  Lord,  Jerome  Lap- 
ham,  Sylvester  E.  Spoor,  Thad  leus  W.  Collins,  William  U. 
Rogers,  George  A.  Brandreth,  George  G.  Hoskins,  Eben  S. 
Smith— 72. 

Nats — Messrs.  Harman  Tanderzee,  Oliver  M.  Hunger- 
ford,  Alexander  Robertson,  Walter  Shultz,  Walter  W.  Stau- 
ard,  Harman  S.  Cutting,  John  G.  Langner.  Prentiss  W. 
Hailenbeck,  William  D. Veeder,  Patrick  Burns,  John  McCon- 
vill,  Simeon  Sammons,  Jacob  L.  Smith,  Bryan  Gaughan, 
George  L.  Loutrel,  James  B.  Murray,  Charles  Blauvelt, 
Edward  S.  Maloy,  Jacob  Seebacher,  Thomas  J.  Creamer, 
John  McDonald,  Joseph  A.  Lyons,  Alexander  Ward,  Michael 
N.  Salmon,  John  Keegan,  Sidney  P.  Ingraham,  jr.,  Abram 
B.  Weaver,  Theodore  H.  Cooper,  Luther  I.  Burditt,  Jere- 
miah SL.erwood,  William  Turner,  Charles  McNeill,  Mathew 
V.  A.  Fonda,  James  Ridgeway,  Prince  W.  Nickerson,  Geo 
W.  Chapman,  Edward  Eldredge,  Jesse  F.  Bookstaver,  An- 
drew S.  Weller,  Pierre  C.  Talman — 40. 


NETAT  JERSET. 

SENATE — MARCH     16,    1865. 

A  joint  resolution  ratifying  the  proposed 
Constitutional  Amendment  was  offered  by 
Hon.  James  M.  Scovl,  of  Camden  county,  and, 
after  a  prolonged  debate,  was  defeated  by  the 
vote  given  below  : 

Yeas — ^lessrs.  Richard  M.  Acton,  Benjamin  Buckley, 
George  D.  Uorner,  Providence  Ludlam,  Joseph  L.  Reeves, 
James  M.  Scovel,  ^Y.  W.  Ware,  George  M.  Wright— 8. 

Nats — Messrs.  Lyman  A.  Chandler,  Joshua  Doughty,  Dan- 
iel Holsman,  James  Jenkins,  Henry  B.  Kennedy,  Henry 
S.  Little,  Joseph  J.  Martin,  Theodore  F.  R;indolph,  Amos 
Robins,  Edward  W.  Scudder  (President,)  John  G.  Trusdell, 
Alexander  Wurts — 12. 

HOUSE MARCH   1.   1865. 

Yeas — ilessrs.  Nathan  S.  Abbott,  John  Bates,  Thomas 
Philander  C.  Brinck,  William  Callahan,  Jas  D.  Cleaver, 
Beesley,  Jacob  Birdsall,  Isa;ic  D.  Blauvelt,  John  F.  Bodine, 
Joseph  T.  Crowell  (Speaker.)  A.  M.  P.  V.  II.  Dickeson,  Sam- 
uel Fisher,  Alexander  B.  Green,  Rufus  F.  Harrison,  Israel 
Heulings,  Henry  J.  Irick,  Levi  D.  Jarrard,  Simon  Lake, 
John  N.  Landell,  Charles  C.  Lathrop,  Charles  A.  Lighthipe, 
Robert  Moore,  Isaac  W.  Nicholson,  James  H.Nixon,  Thom- 
as B.  Peddle,  J.  B.  I.  Robison,  Ryneir  Staats,  Samuel  Stock- 
ton, GaiTet  Van  Wagoner,  William  D  Wilson — 30. 

Nats — Messrs.  Leon  Abbett,  Elijah  Allen,  David  Ander- 
son, David  B.  Boss,  William  L.  Broking,  Daniel  Cory,  Abrar 
ham   C.  Coriell,  D.  E.  Culver,   Isa.ac  Demarest.  Philip  A. 

Dougherty,  Abraham  W.  Durjee, Edsall  Jas.  E.  Go- 

ble,  A.  B.  Ilaring,  Charles  G.  Iloagland,  Jesse  Hoffman, 
Daniel  A.  Holmes,  William  J.  Iliff,  William  W  Iliff,  Ber- 
nard Keirney,  Aaron  Kinter,  Geo.  Sehenck,  J.  C.  Seiffert, 
Michael  Taylor,  Alfred  M.  Treadwell,  Hiram  A'an  Buskirk, 
John  Van  Vorst,  John  A.  Weart,  James  J.  Willever,  Silas 
Young — oO. 


HOUSE — FEBRUARY    8,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  John  Alderdice,  John  A.  Duncan,  Andrew 
Eleasin,  James  H.  Hoffecker,  John  G.  Jackson,  Elias  N. 
Moore,  Merit  II.  Paxson — 7. 

Nats — Messrs.  Charles  M.  Adams,  William  F.  Carney, 
Henry  C.  Douglas,  William  Dyer,  William  D.  Fowler,  Abner 
Harrington,  John  Hickman,  Benjamin  Hitch,  Shepard  P. 
Houston,  John  Jones,  Miles  Messick,  James  Stuart,  Ueni'V 
Todd,  John  C  Wilson— 12. 


DELAWABE. 

SENATE FEBRUARY  8,    1865. 

Teas— Messrs.  John  P.  Belville,  John  F.  Williamson, 
Isaac  S.  Elliott— 3. 

Nats — Messrs.  John  H.  Bewley,  Thomas  Cahall,  Henry 
Hickman,  WilUam  Uitcb,  James  Ponds,  Gove  Saulsbury — 6. 


'   PENNSYLVANIA. 

SENATE — FEBRUARY    3,     1865. 

Yeas— Messrs.  T.  J.  Bigham,  B.  Champneys,  George  Con- 
nell,  J.  M.  Duulap,  D.  Fleming,  J.  L  Graham,  Kirk  Haines, 
L.  u  .  Hall,  Thomas  Iloge,  George  W.  Househidder,  Morrow 
B.  Lowry,  C.  McCandless,  Jeremiah  Nichols,  Jacob  E.  Ridg- 
way,  Horace  Royer,  Thomas  St.  Clair,  S.  F.  Wilson,  W. 
Worthington,  W.  J.  Turrell,  (.SpcaJ.Tr)— 19. 

Nat.<— Messrs.  H.  B.  Beardslee,  George  II.  Bucher.  Hies- 
ter  ClymiT,  C.  M.  Dnnovan.  ^Villiam  Hopkins.  0.  P.  James, 
John  Latta,  William  McSherry,  David  B.  .Vlontgomery, 
WilUam  M.  Randall,  J.  B.  Stjirk,  J.  Walls— 12. 

HOUSE FEBRUARY  3,   1865. 

Yeas— Messrs.  William  Foster,  W.  H.  Ruddiman,  W.  W. 
Watt,  Joseph  T.  Thomas.  James  Freeborn,  Thonuus  Cochran, 
S.  S.  Pancoast,  F.  D.  Sterner,  L.  V.  Sutphin,  Francis  Hood, 
William  F.Smith.  E.G.  Lee,  James  Miller,  Alfred  Slack, 
John  P.  Glass.  H.  B.  Herr  n,  R.  A.Colville.  SanrlChadwick, 
George  Y.  McKee,  J.  II.  Marsh,  Lorenzo  Grinnell,  Joseph 
G.  Adium,  Nathan  J.  Sliarpless,  N.  A.  Peniiypacker,  W.  B. 
Waddell,  J.  C.  Sturtevant,  H.  C.  Alleman,  Daniel  Keiser, 
Elwood  Tyson,  J.  R.  Cochr.tn,  John  N.  Swoope,  John  Bals- 
bach,  George  E.  Smith,  J.  R.  McAfee,  E.  Billjngfelt,  II.  W. 
Shenk,  Day  Wood,  Charles  Denues,  Isaac  Iloffer,  S.  H. 
Orwig,  Samuel  Alleman,  G.  B.  Manley,  Cliarles  Koonce,  S. 
McKiuley,  William  Ilaslett,  J.  H.  Negley.  A.  K.  McClure, 
Moses  A.  Ross,  D.  B.  Armstrong,  George  H.  Wells,  P.  31. 
Osterhout,  J.  W.  Guernsey,  A.  G.  Olmstead,  William 
Burgwin,  W   D.  Brown,  James  R.  Kelley,  M.  S.  Quay— .^6. 

Nats — Messrs.Samuel  Josephs.  George  A.  Quigley,  James 
Dcjnnelly,  James  II.  Marshall,  John  Missimer,  H.  B.  Ithoads, 
Fred  llarner,  Luther  Calvin,  F.  W.  Headman,  C.  L.  Pershing, 
Peter  Gilbert,  C.T.Alexander,  W.  W.  Barr,  T.  J.  Boyer, 
E.  B.  Eldred,  W.  II.  Jacoby,  John  D.  Bowman,  T.  B.  Sea- 
right,  Thomas  Rose,  Nelson  Weiser,  James  F.  Kline, 
Harry  Hakes,  A.  D.  Marklev,  E.  L.  Satterthwait,  Owen 
Rice,  T.  II.  Purdy,  J.  McDowell  Sliarpe,  .Michael  Weaver, 
John  Dormer,  Joshua  Boyer,  William  H.  Nelson,  J.  F. 
Spangler,  James  Cameron — 33. 

MAKYLAND. 

SENATE FEBRUARY  3,   1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  James  L.  Billingslea,  Thomas  K.  Carroll, 
Curtis  Davis,  Elias  Davis,  George  C.  Maund,  James  M. 
McNeal,  Charles  H.  Ohr,  Edward  P.  Pliilpot,  Jacob  Tome, 
Robert  Turner,  Joseph  C.  Whitney — 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daniel  Clarke,  James  T.  Earle,  Sprig? 
Harwood,  John  W.  Jenkins,  Daniel  Jones,  Thomas  B. 
Lansdale,  Richard  Mackall,  Littleton  Maclin,  J.  T.  B. 
McMaster,  Win.  B.  Stephenson — 10. 

HOUSE FEBRUARY   1,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  John  M.  Frazier,  (Speaker.)  David  Agnew, 

E.  F.  Anderson,  John  W.  Angel, C.Bartel,  Upton  Eulnman, 

F.  A.  Clift,  James  H.  Cook,  Benjamin  F.Cronise,  J.  P.  Cnm- 
mins.  F.  T.  Darling,  M.  G.  Dean,  Henry  S.  Eavey,  George 
Eve'rhart,  S.  C.  Garrison,  Thomas  B.  ilambleton,  Joseph 
Harris,  Henry  G.  Hazen,  John  H.  Hodson,  William  II. 
Hoffman,  Caleb  B.  Ilynes,  Henry  C.  Jones,  Samuel  Keefer, 
David  King,  Jesse  A.  Kirk.  H.  B.  Laverton,  James  F. 
Lee,  David  K.  Lu-by,  David  J.  Markey.  James  McCanley, 
Jethro  J.  McCullough.  Henry  S.  Miller,  Thomas  H.  Mul^s, 
Nicholas  D.  Norris,  Nich' las  H.  Parker,  George  B.  Pen- 
nington, James  F.  Pilkinton,  Zephaniah  Poteet,  David 
Rhinehart,  Moses  Shaw,  Michael  Sherry,  Michael  Show- 
acre,  George  Slothower,  Samuel  P.  Smith,  Tlmmas  A. 
Smith,  Samuel  J.  Soper,  H.  J.  C.  Tarr,  Thomas  J.  Tull, 
James  ValUant,  S.  W.  Wardwell,  Arthur  J.  Willis,  William 
S.  Wooden,  Frederick  K.  Zeigler — 53, 

Nays— Messrs.  Charles  B.  Calvert,  jr..  Isaac  Cairns,  R.  B. 
B.  Chew,  S.  Comegys,  Ritchie  Fooks,  Benjamin  Fawcett, 
Joshua  R.  Handy,  Thomas  C.  Hopkins,  Baker  A.  Jameson, 
John  Lee.  Lemuel  Malone,  Oliver  Miller,  Alfred  B.  Nairne, 
Thomas  F.  J.  Rider,  .Tames  S.  Robinson,  Henry  A.  Silver, 
Washington  A.Smith,  Claudius  Stewart,  John  C.  Tolson, 
Lewis  Usilton,  Adam  C.  Warner,  G.  W.  Watkinii,  Henry 
WilUams,  Joshua  R.  WUson — 24. 
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VIRGINIA. 

SENATE — FEBRUARY  8,    1865. 

Y:;as— Messrs.  T.  P.  Brown,  L.  C.  P.  Cowper,  F.  W.  Lemo- 
ly,  .7.  F.  Mercier,  S.  W.  Powell.  T.  S.  Tennia,  C.  H.  White- 
lurst — 7. 

Nats — None. 

HOUSE — FEBRUARY  9,   1865, 
Yeas — Messrs.  J.  Madison  Downey,  J.  J.  Henshaw,  Job 

Hawxhiir.st,  Enoch   Ilaislip,   Reuben  Johnston,   Allen  C. 

Harmon.  J.  R.   Birch,  R.   E    Nash,  James  W.  Browuley 

Robert  Wood.  Andrew  L.  Hill— 11. 
Nays — Messrs.  William  II.  Gibbons,  Thomas  H.  Kellam 


KENTUCKY. 

SENATE — FEBRUARY  22,    1865. 

Teas— Messrs.  R.  T.  Baker,  N.  R.  Bhick,  B.  H.  Bristow, 
J.  II.  G.  Bush.  Milton  J.  Cook,  J.  11.  Duncan,  John  F.  Fisk, 
W.  W.  Gardner,  W.  II.  Grainger,  W.  C.  Grier,  J.  D.  Landrum' 
Elijah  Patrick,  John  A.  Prall— 13. 

Nats — Mes.srs.  William  S.  Bolts,  John  3.  Bruner,  F.  S. 
Cleveland,  Harrison  Cockrill,  Ben.  S.  Coffey,  Richard  H. 
field,  T.  T.  Garrard,  Asa  P.  Grover,  T.  W.  Hammond,  James 
Harrison,  John  J.  Landram,  H.  D.  McIIenry,  William  B. 
Read,  Geo.  C  Riffo,  James  F.  Robinson,  William  Sampson, 
Ben.  Spanlding,  Cyrenius  Wait,  Walter  C.  Whitaker,  C.  T. 
Worthington,  George  Wright — 21. 

HOUSE — FEBRUARY  23,    1865, 

Yeas— Messrs.  A.  S.  Allan,  T.  J.  Birchett,  Henry  Bohan- 
3on.  John  C.  Bolin,  E.  A.  Brown,  John  W. Campbell,  James 
W.  Davis,  Sebastian  Eilbrt,  John  K.  Faulkner,  Elijah  Gab- 
3ert,  Aaron  Gregg.  R.  A.  Hamilton,  Jacob  Ilawthorn,  X. 
H.  Herrod,  M.  E.  Ingram,  0.  P.  Johnson,  William  R.  Kin- 
]ev.  Perry  S.  Layton,  J.  U.  Lowrv,  William  L.  Neale, 
Hiram  S."  Powell,  J.  C.  Sayers,  E.  W.  Smith,  Henry  O. 
V^an  Seggern,  Willie  Waller,  M.  E.  White,  George  II.  Whit- 
;en,  James  Wilson.  George  T.  Wood — 29. 

Nats— Messrs.  11.  Taylor,  Alfred  Allen,  William  M.  Allen, 
fVilliam  II.  Baker,  .Joshua  F.  Bell,  William  Bell,  James  T. 
Sramlette,  William  A.  Brooks,  R.  ,T.  Brown,  Isanc  Calhoon, 
r.  P.  Cardwill.  John  B.  Carlilo,  Joseph  H.  Chandler,  John 
r.  Clark.  Samuel  E.  Dellavcn.  .Tohn  M.  Delph,  Edward  F. 
Dnlin,  William  Elliott.  J.  B  Engli.sh,  W.  M.Fisher,  Stephen 
I<\  Gano.  Franci.-i  Gardner,  Ebeu  M.  Garriott,  .Tohn  J.  Qate- 
A-ood,  Hiram  Ilagan.  C.  M.  Hanks.  Richard  H.  Hanson, 
3.  C.  Harvey.  P.  IS.  Hawkins,  Thomas  P  Hayes,  Samuel 
Urkins,  J.  F.  Lauck,  L.  S.  Luttrell,  Thomas  A.  Marshall, 
John  S.  McFarland,  John  L.  McGiunis,  Milton  Mc(.;rew, 
H.  C.  McLoed,  W.  H.  Miller,  Thomas  W.  Owings,  William 
i.  Pepjjer,  James  T.  Pierson,  F.  M.  Ray,  John  D.  Ross, George 
5.  Shanklin,  E.  IT.  Smith,  R.  J.  SpuiT,  Caleb  Stinsou,  T.  R. 
Taylor,  John  R.  Thomas,  S.  B.  Thomas,  William  R.Thomp- 
lon,  H.  W.  Tuttle,  Thomas  W.  Varnum,  A.  G.  Waggoner, 
A..  U.  Ward,  Isaac  N.  Webb — 57. 


Benson,  Gastinel,  Hart,  Hills,  Kavanagh,  Lara,  Montamat, 
Newell,  Nicolas,  Purcell,  O'Connell,  Sullivan,  Walters — 18. 
Nats— None. 

HOUSE FEBRUARY  14,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  6.  E.  Bovee,  E.  M.  Bouligny,  James 
Buckley,  J.  V.  BofiU,  Joseph  G.  Baum,  Lewis  Balser,  H. 
Brown,  II.  Bensell,  jr.,  Jo.seph  S.  Badger,  Simeon  Belden, 
D.  W.  F.  Bisbee,  Young  Burke,  F.  Boudreaux.G.  W.  Bangs, 
L.  Bernard.  C.  G  Breckenridge,  H.  C.  Belden,  R.  L.  Brooks, 
P.  Creigh,  F.  G.  Chamberlain,  D  Clnistie,  L.  D.  Covley, 
T.  Cook,  B.  Collins,  P.  L.  Dufresne,  James  Duane,  Victor 
Danel,  M.  Egan,  D.  Evans,  John  Foley,  R.  Gammon.  B. 
Galligan,  H.  GrilHths,  P.  Ilarnan,  G.  Howes,  J.  Haberlin, 
F.  Ilenratty,  J.  M.  Hawkins,  A.  Hawthorne,  Thomas  In- 
gram, T.  F.  Kavanagh,  Jacob  Kleas,  T.  U.  Laster,  T.  J.  Lester, 
L.  E  Laloiro,  S  W.  Lewis,  John  McCann,  AV.  D.  Miller,  R.  M. 
Miller,  W.  R.  Meeks,  II.  Maas,  .Tohn  T.  Michel,  C.  St.  Mar- 
tin, A.  B.  Mace.  T.  F.  Maguire,  T.  Marie.  P.  K.  O'Connor, 
0.  II.  Poynot,  II.  G.  Pe.arson,  jr.,  W.  M.  Prescott,  W.  A. 
Riggs,  .Tohn  Rotge.  Boyd  Robinson,  J.  A.  Spellicy,  J. 
Schillang,  W.  H.  .-eymour,  M.  Senette,  P.  E.  R.  Smith, 
D.  W.  Shaw,  John  S.  Tully,  S.  M.  Todd,  J.  T.  Van  Trump, 
Thomas  J.  Wheeler,  John  J.  Woodward,  John  T.  Wood, 
W.  H   Waters,  James  Walsh— 78. 

N.\ys — None. 


OHIO. 

SENATE — FEBRUARY  7,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Joshua  Bates,  J.  M.  Connell,  J.  Cranor, 
William  F.  Curtis,  .Toseph  C.  Deviu,  Benjamin  Eggleston, 
Isaac  Gass,  Lewis  B.  Gunckel,  Alphonso  Hart,  A.  P.  IIow- 
ird,  William  C.  Howells,  Samuel  llumphreville,  John  C. 
Jamison,  James  Loudon.  Henry  S.  Martin.  II.  G.  McBur- 
ney,  N.  K.  McKeuzie,  II.  S.  Neal,  Ebeu  Newtim,  .Tohn  F. 
Patton,  William  Stanbcry,  William  Stanton,  Job  E.  Steven- 
son, William  H.  West,  Frederick  Wickham,  Samuel  Wil- 
liamson— 26 

Nats — Messrs.  George  L.  Converse,  William  Lang,  John 
D.  O'Connor,  M.  U.  Willett— 4. 

HOUSE — FEBRUARY  8,    1865, 

Yeas — Mes.srs  Allison,  Ayres.  B.abcock,  Bidwell,  Branch- 
man,  Brinkerhoff,  Clark,  Cochrane,  Davenport,  D.aw6on, 
Delano,  Def.'rd,  Dry  den,  Evans  of  Brown,  Evans  of  Clinton, 
Everett,  Ferrell,  Forbes,  Free,  Galogly,  Glover,  Green  of 
Hamilton,  Gunsaulus,  Harrison,  Ilayilen,  Hi.xon,  Hogh, 
Hoover,  Huston,  .Tohnston  of  Athens,  Johnson  of  Lawrence, 
Johnson  of  Summit,  Keyser  of  Noble,  Kibbee,  Kirby, 
Kneleud,  Lindsley,  Little,  Lock  wood.  Long,  Lyon,  McGill, 
Mclntyre,  Messenger,  Miller,  Odlin,  Purcell,  Randall,  Re- 
ber,  Soot,  Scott,  Seig,  Spahr,  Thompson,  Warner,  Waters, 
West— 57. 

Nats — Messrs.  Beer,  Desbach,  Edwards,  Estill,  Fielding, 
Hibbs,  Jones,  Kyser  of  Monroe,  Putnam,  Thornhill — 10. 

LOUISIANA. 

SENATE FEBRUARY   17,    1865. 

Teas — Messrs.  Bai-nett,  Bell,  Brownlee,  Brown,  Boyce, 


INDIANA. 

SENATE — FEBRUARY  10,   1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Beeson,  Bennett,  Bonham,  Brown 
of  Hamilton,  Cason,  Chapman,  Cullen,  Davis,  Downey, 
Dunning,  Dykes,  Hyatt,  Milligiin,  Niles,  Noyes,  Oyler,  Pen- 
den,  Richmond,  Terry,  Thompson,  Van  Buskirk,  Ward, 
Wood,  Wright— 26. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barker,  Bowman,  Bradley,  Brown  of 
Wells,  Carson,  Cobb,  Corbin,  Douglass,  English,  Finch, 
Fuller,  Gaff,  Gifford,  Hanna,  Ilord,  Jenkins,  Marshall, 
Mason,  McCTurg,  Newlin,  Staggs,  Vawter,  Williams — 2i. 

HOUSE —FEBRUARY   13,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Thomas  Atkinson,  E.  Banta,  Robert  Boyd, 
David  C.  Branhani,  Jolm  T.  Burns,  David  M.  Chambers, 
Firman  Church,  Fred.  W.  Cook,  E.  Cox,  John  Sim,  William 
W.  Foulke,  Howard  Crook,  F.  M.  Emerson,  Benj.  F.  Ferris, 
Benj.  T.  Goodman,  Samuel  Gregory,  Francis  P.  Griffith, 
Henry  Groves,  .Tohn  A.  Hendricks,  Joseph  M.  Uershey,  J, 
L.  Miller,  Willi. im  II.  Bonner,  William  W.  Higgins,  John 
II.  Willis,  Charles  F.  Ilogate,  Jonas  Hoover,  Ilenly  .lames, 
Silas  Johu^^on,  Alfred  Kilgore,  Iligcins  Lane,  Hubert  M. 
Lo(  khart,  N.  J.  Major,  F.  M.  Meredith,  J.  E.  Woodruff, 
Seymour  F.  Montgomery,  Horatio  C.  Newcomb,  J.  H. 
McVey,  Ezra  Olleman,  'Thomas  W.  Reese,  B.  E.  Rhoads. 
Joseph  Riford.  Stephen  C.  Sabin,  Michael  T.  Shuey,  David 
M.  Stewart,  William  Stivers,  Thom.as  M.  Stringer,  Edward 
T.  Sullivan,  Gilbert  Truslor,  Harvey  W.  Upson,  Augustus 
Welch,  Thomas  C.  Whiteside,  Bartlett  Woods,  T.  T.  W  right, 
Philip  Zeiglor,  John  U.  Pettit,  (S2JeaKer)—bS. 

Nats — Messrs.  O.  Bird,  Stephen  G.  Burton,  Newton  Bur- 
well,  Samuel  Bnskirk,  A.  J.  Beckett,  John  R.  Coffroth, 
Philomon-  N.  Collins,  Samuel  Colover,  E.  Croan,  Cyrus  L. 
Dunham,  Lloyd  Glasebrook,  Richard  Gregg,  John  Hargrove, 
James  Harrison,  Jonas  G.  Howard,  John  M.  Humphreys, 
Thoma5,IIunt,  Charles  R.  Lasselle,  John  P.  Lemon.  John 
W.  Lopp,  Cornelius  J.  Miller,  John  B.  Milroy,  R.  Osbcrn, 
Robert  Perigo,  J.  W.  Richai'dson,  II.  L.  Roach,  Samuel  A. 
Shoaff,  John  M.  Stuekev,  John  G.  Stinger,  Elijah  M.  Spen- 
cer, Thomas  M.  Sullivan,  J.  T.  Shoaff,  George  C.  Thatcher, 
A.  0.  Veach,  John  H.  White— 26. 

ILLINOIS. 

senate — JANUARY  31,  1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  John  H.  Addams,  Edward  R.  Allen,  Wash- 
ingto^i  Bushnell.  Francis  A.  Eastman,  Isaac  Funk,  David 
K.  Green,  Cornelius  Lansing,  John  T.  Lindsay,  Alonzo  W. 
Mack,  Albert  0.  Mason,  Andrew  W.  Metcalf,  Murray  Mc- 
Connoll,  .Toseph  Peters,  Daniel  Richards,  Bryant  T.  Scho- 
field,  James  Strain,  Jasper  D.  Ward,  Alfred  VTebster,  Linus 
E.  Worcester — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  .TohnB.Cohrs,  Willi.am  H.  Green,  Andrew 
.T.  Hunter,  Daniel  Reily,  Horatio  M.  Vandeveer,  John  W. 
Wescott — 6. 

HOUSE FEBRUARY  1,   1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Julius  A.  Barnsback,  Lewis  J.  Bond,William 

Brown,  Obed  W.  Bryant,  Horatio  C.  Burchard, C^hiMs, 

Ansel  B.Cook,  Harry  D.  Cook,  Franklin  Corwin,  Daniel  W. 
Dame,  Andrew  II.  Dolton,  Hiram  Dresser,  Richard  C.  Dunn, 
Milton  M.  Ford,  George  D.  Henderson,  Joseph  M.  Ilolvoke, 

William  T.  Hopkins,  .    Huntley,    Edward    S.    Isliam, 

William  Jackson,  Oliver  C.  Johnson,  Maiden  .!<  nes,  Mcritt 
L.  Joslyn,  Chauucey  A.  Lake,  Joseph  W.  Lloyd,  Sylvester 
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S.  Mann,  Alexander  McCoy,  Archibald  J.  Mclntyrc,  .Tnliu 
Miller,  Isaac  Miller,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Harrison  Noljle,  Eua-ene 
B.  Payne,  Daniel  J.  I'iuckney,  John  D.  Piatt,  Isiuic  C.  Pn^li, 
Ira  V.  Randall,  Jonathan  Simpson,  Louuder  Smith,  Solo- 
mon L.  Spink,  William  C.  Stacy,  Alexander  F.  Stevenson, 
Jason  W.  Strevell,  George  Stroue;,  John  Thomas,  John 
L.  Tincher,  John  W;irner,  Charles  il.  Wood^lS. 

Nats — Messrs.  Elislia  E.  Barrett,  Valentine  S.  Benson, 
Charles  Burnett,  lliram  E.  Decins,  Sargeant  Gobble,  John 
Hill,  Lawrence  W.  James,  William  H.  Logan,  John  Mc- 
Donald, William  Middlesworth,  Ambrose  M.  Miller,  Lewis 
W.  Miller,  D.  H.  Morgan,  Milton  M.  Morrill,  Timothy  JI. 
Morse,  William  K.  Murphy,  William  H.  Neece,  Nathaniel 
M.  Perry.  Thomas  Kedmoud.  Samuel  R,  Saltonstall,  John 
Sharon,  Jonathan  Shelby,  John  T.  Springer,  Samuel  E. 
Stevenson,  John  Ward,  Uenry  W.  Webb,  Scott  Wike,  Wil- 
liam T.  Yeargain — 2S. 


MICHIGAN. 

SENATE FEBRUARY  2,   1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Levi  Aldrich,  S,  F.  Brown,  Warren  Chap- 
man, J.  Webster  Childs,  Y.  P.  Collier,  J.  G.  Crawford,  R.  J. 
Crego,  C.  M.  Crosswell,  Alexander  P.  Davis,  Westbrook 
Divine,  Wilson  C.  Easell,  John  H.  Forster,  Frederick  Fowler, 
Andrew  Howell,  Giles  Hubbard,  William  Jay,  David  IL 
Jerome,  Cyrus  G.  Luce,  E.  W.  Merrill,  John  M.  Nevins,  Wil- 
liam R.  Nims,  Uenry  U.  Perrin,  Jonathan  G.  Wait,  James 

B.  Walker,  M.  C.  Watkins— 25. 

Nays — Joseph  Godfrey,  Loren  L.  Treat — 2. 

HOUSE FEBRUARY  2,   1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Robert  P.  Aitken,  Abram  Allen,  George  W. 
Allen,  James  Bayley,  William  Ball,  Moses  Bartow,  J.  P. 
Beach,  Jolin  K.  Boies,  W.  U.  Brockway,  Horace  H.  Cady, 
Levi  Camburn,  Israel  E.  Carleton,  James  B.  Cobb,  A.  B. 
Copley,  A.  B.  L.unlap,  A.  L.  Green,  A.  D.  Griswold,  llarvey 
Haynes,  Ezra  Hazen,  M.  D.  Howard,  0.  F,  Howard,  John  S. 
Jeuness,  Edward  Jewell,  George  C.  Jones,  John  H.  Jones, 
Lucius  lieeler,  il.  C.  Kenny,  John  Landou,  Leander  Lap- 
ham,  Deuison  J.  Lewis,  Henry  M.  Look,  George  Luther 
C  F.  Mallary,  A,  C.  Maxwell,  George  R,  McKay,  Charles  E. 
Mickley,  Darius  Monroe,  E.G.  Morton,  0.  W.  Mnnger,  R.  B, 

C.  Newcomb,  Robert  Nixon,  William  H.  Osboru,  Albert 
tack,  William  Packard,  N.  G.  Phillips  Lucien  Reed,  Gil- 
bert E.  Ret  d,  {Speaker,)  S.  W.  Rowe,  J.  G.  Rimyan,  R.  San- 
derson, Peter  Scnars,  Henry  Seymour,  Charles  Shier,  Albert 
B.  Slocum,  Luther  Smith,  William  T  Smith,  Edwin  Stewart, 
John  M.  Swift,  W.  II.  Taylor,  George  W.  Thayer,  Z.  D. 
Thomivs,  Myron  Tupper,  William  S.  Utkv,  James  A'an 
Vleet,  Dean  P.  Warner,  John  B.  Welsh,  William  E.  White, 
Williams.  \V>lcox,  Baron  B.  Willits,  B.  M.  Williams,  Rich- 
ard Winsor,  .1.  J.  Woodman,  N.  R.  ^Voodruff,  J.  D.  Wood- 
worth,  S.  AV.  Yawkey — 75.  » 

Nays— Messrs.  William  S.  Bond,  David  G.  Colwell,  Titus 
Dort,  Yictor  Dusseau,  Joshua  Forbes,  Paul  Gies,  Elias 
Haire,  Richard  Hawley,  Benjamin  S.  Horton,  Benjamin 
May,  J.  U-  McKernan,  Cyrus  Miles,  James  O'Grady,  Charles 
M.  Pitts,  J.  A.  T.  Wendell— 15. 


IOWA. 

Legislature  will  meet  on  the  second  Monday 
of  January,  1866. 

"WISCONSIN. 

SENATE FEBRUARY  21,   1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  George  S.  Barnum,  John  A.  Bently,  Wil- 
liam Blair,  Jonathan  Bowman,  J.  T.  Chase,  W.  II.  Chan- 
dler, J.  A.  Chandler,  Samuel  Cole,  (i.  DeWitt  Elwood,  Joseph 
Harris,  Thomas  Hooel,  William  Ketchum,  William  A.  Law- 
rence, W.  L.  Lincoln,  N.  M.  LittUjohu,  Carl  C.  Pope,  George 
Reed,  M.  H.  Sessions,  William  E.  Smith,  Anthony  Van 
Wvck,  Henry  G.  W<^bb,  Walter  S.  Wescott,  George  V. 
Wheeler,  Smith  S.  Wilkinson,  W.  K.  Wilson,  A.  H.  Young, 
M.  K.  Young — 27. 

Nays— Messrs.  S  W.  Budlong,  Satterlee,  Fred.  S.  Ellis, 
L.  Morgan,  Hugh  P.  Reynolds,  F.  0.  Thorpe — 6. 

HOUSE FEBRUARY  24,   1865. 

Yea.s — Jlessrs.  W.  J.  Abrams,  Oscar  Babcock,  Levi  W. 
Bardeii,  James  Beri-y,  A.  A.  Boyce,  W.  T.  Bonniwell,  jr., 
William  Brandon,  Lorentua  J.  Brayton,  J.  H.  Brinkerhofl", 
John  Burgess,  J.  N.  Cauby,  Solomon  C.  Carr,  John  B.  Cas- 
Boday,  F.  R.  Church,  Nathan  Cobb,  William  M.  Colloday, 
DeWitt  Davis,  Thomas  Davis,  Rich:ird  Dewhnrst,  Reuben 
Doud,  David  Dunwiddie,  II  L.  Eaton,  N.  II.  Emmons,  R. 
K.  Fay,  W.  W.  ¥ie\d,  (tipeaker,)  William  P.  Forsyth,  Hen- 
ry Fowler,  J.  S.  Frary,  M.  A.  Fulton,  Myron  Gilbert,  Robert 
Glenn,  B.  F.  Grocsbeck,  Jackson  Hadley,  J.  F.  Hand,  T.N. 
Horton,  Daniel  Johnson,  Stoddard  Judd,  E.  P.  King,  Wil- 
Upu  A.  Kuapp,  Francia  Little,  M.  F.  Lowth,  W.  W.  Mc- 


Laughlin, M.  J.  McRaith,  E.  S,  Minor.  J.  B.  Montieth,  Dan- 
iel Mowe,  Jacob  Oberniiin,  William  H.  Officer,  S.  W.  Os- 
born,  William  Owen,  William  Palmer,  Alanson  Pike,  D.  A. 
Reed,  Sam.  Ryan,  Jr.,  Charles  Rogers,  James  Ross,  E.  0. 
Salisburv,  James  Sawyer.  William  Simmons,  Z.  G.  Simmons, 
Edwin  Slade,  Gardner  Spoor,  A.  W  Starks,  Albert  C. 
Stuntz,  J.  M.Tarr,  Allen  Taylor,  II.  C.  Tilton.  0.  B.Thom- 
as, Jared  Thompson,  jr.,  Henry  Utt,  D.  C.  Van  Ostrand, 
John  Yanghan,  F.  A.  Weage,  Cephas  Whipple,  George  C. 
Williams,  H.  S.  Winsor,  H  S.Wooster— 77. 

Nays — Messrs.  Thomas  Boyd,  Charles  B.  Daggett,  M.  L. 
Delaney,  David  Ford,  Ernst  Franckenberg,  Ferdinand 
Gnewuch,  E  B.  Goo<lsell,  Oscar  F.  Jones,  David  Knali,  Jon- 
athan Large,  Hector  .McLean,  Henry  MuUiolland,  Michael 
Murphy,  S.  A.  Pease.  Peter  Peters,  Jnnathan  Piper,  Lyman 
Walker,  Josei)h  Wodig,  John  W.  Weiler,  Richard  White, 
Thomas  Weaver — 21. 


MISSOUKI. 

SENATE  —1865. 

Yeas — George  W.  Anderson,  Joseph  E,  Baldwin,  .John 
H.  Cox.  Henry  J.  Deal,  Alexander  F.  Denny,  Cyrus  II. 
Fro.st.iGist  Goebel,  J.  J.  Grovelly,  William  N.  Harrison, 
William  P.  Harrison,  Charles  U.  Howland,  Frederick  Kayser, 
J.  W.  D.  L.  F.  Mack,  A.  C.  Marvin,  Madison  Miller,  Frede- 
rick Mnench,  Jewett  Norris,  J.  V.  Pratt,  M.  H.  Richey,  C.  C. 
Simmons,  George  R.  Smith,  Henry  S.  Stevens,  P.  A.  Thomp- 
son, Elias  V.  Wilson,  J.  N.  Young — 25.' 

Nay8 — James  M.Gordon,  W.  W.  Mosby — 2. 

HOUSE — 1865. 

Ayes— Thomas  W.  Alhed,  T.  G.  Babcoke,  Robert  Bailey, 
William  N.  Beal,  J.  W.  Black,  W.  F.  Bodeuhamer,  0.  S. 
Brown,  T.  P.  Bruton,  Richard  Bucham,  B.  F.  Bumpass,  D.  D. 
Burns,  Enos  Claske,  Josiah  Coleman,  Ichabod  Comstock,  W. 
H.  Coalter,  Thomas  Crowe,  W.  H.  H.  Cundiff,  E.  W.  Decker, 
Lawrence  Dry,  Sam.  Downey,  John  Duggie,  Thomas  A. 
Eagle,  Henry  Elliott,  J.  H.  Faulconer,  William  Fenn,  G. 
A.  Finkcuburg,  J.  F.  Foster,  E.  W.  Fox,  Joseph  Gill,  James 
S.  Goodson,  Clark  II.  Greene,  Albert  Gritfin,  John  Grimes, 
S.  C.  Hammer,  A.  J.  Harlan,  J.  B.  Hasper,  A.  G.  Hollister, 
0.  H.IIowe,  George  L.  Hewitt,  Gideon  Howell,  George  W. 
Ilouts,  E.  II.  E.  Jameson,  N.  C.  Johnson,  William  Jones, 
Robert  A  Keller,  Francis  Kellermau,  D.  M.  King,  P.  C. 
Lane,  J,  W.  Lee,  J.  R.  Legg,  A.  J.  Lloyd,  Robert  Logan, 
John  B.  Logan,  Alfred  Mathews,  J.  C.  McBride,  N.  Mc- 
Donald, John  Mc^oldrick,  W.  H.  McLano,  J.  W.  McMillan, 
Jas.McMurty,  James  Means,  D.  J.  Meloy,  R.  H.  Melton, 
Joseph  L.  Minor,  Alfred  Montgomery,  John  D.Myers, Lewis 
Myers,  J.  W.  Morelaud,  C.  A.  Newcomb,  M.  J.  Payne,  Daniel 
Proctor,  John  F.  Powers,  Wm.  Ray,  Thomas  A.  Reed,  George 
W.  Rinker,  Stephen  J.  Reynolds,  P.  C.  Roberts,  Erastus 
Sackett,  Thojnas  Simms,  A.  E.  Simjison,  G.  W.  Smiley, 
Reuben  Smith,  Irwin  Z.  Smith,  James  Southard,  E.  W. 
Southworth,  D.  D.  Stockton,  Joseph  Thompson,  William 
A\eaver,  C.  B.  Walker,  Jeremiah  White,  B.  F.  Wilson,  B.  H. 
■\Vilson— 92. 

Nays — Boyle  Gordon,  Thomas  C.  Gordon,  William  Spratt 


MINNESOTA. 

SENATE — FEBRUARY   15,   1865. 

YE.4.S— D.  Cameron,  J.  V.  Daniels,  G.  D.  George,  B.  A. 
Lowell,  D.  Morrison,  L.  Miller,  J.  McKusick,  J.  Nicols,  L. 
Nutting,  J.  S.  Pillsbury,  E.  Rice,  D.  G.  Shillock,  B.  D. 
Sprague,  Melville  C.Smith,  H.  A.  Swift,  J.  A.  Thacher— 16. 

Nays— Luther  II.  Baxter,  D.F.  Langley,  D.  S.  Norton,  J. 
J.  Porter,  J.  P.  Wilson— 5. 

HOUSE — FEBRUARY  8,   1865. 

Yeas— Cyrus  Aldrich,  A.  H.  Bullis,  Wm.  Chalfant,  Wm. 
Colvill,  jr.,  F.  R.  E.  Cornell,  Royal  Crane,  J.  B.  Crooker,  0.- 
F.  Davis,  J.  B.  Downer,  J.  L.  Gibbs,  Charles  D.  Gilfillan, 
John  M.  Gilman,  F.  N.  Goodrich,  Charles  Griswold,  L.  C. 
Harrington,  Stephen  Ilowson,  Henry  Hill,  L.  A.  Iluntoon, 
J.  B.  Locke,  W.  H.  Patten,  Henry  Poehler,  F.  A.  Renz,  L. 
Z.  Rogers,  F.  E.  Shandrew,  Ansel  Smith,  L.  J.  Stark,  F.  M. 
Stowell,  Charles  T.iylor,  William  Teachout,  C.  D.  Tuthill,  E. 
V.  West,  Reuben  Whittemore,  Armstrong,  (Spe/iker) — .S3. 

Nays — Louis  A.  Evans,  K.  N.  Guiteau  W.  T.  liigby, 
Oscar  Taylor,  Henry  W.  Tew — 5. 

KANSAS. 

SENATE — FEBRUARY    7,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  President  James  McGrew,  H.  K.  W.  Bart- 
lett,  Oliver  Barber,  G.  A.  Colton,  A.  Danford,  F.  H.  Dron- 
ning,  C.  V.  Eskridge,  Henry  Foote,  W.  P.  Garabell,  0.  J. 
Grover,  D.  W.  Houston,  D.  H.  Home,  J.  H.  Jones,  J.  P. 
Legate,  J.  T.  Lane,  E.  C.  Manning,  T.  E.  Milhoau,  Thomaa 
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Murphy,  F.  W.  Potter,  M.  Quiga;,  S.  Speer,  A.  n.  Smith, 
Charles  P.  Twiss,  AVilUam  Weer— 25. 
Xays — None. 

HOU.SE FEBRUARY  1,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Speaker  Jacob  Stotler,  R.  II.  Abraham, 
Samuel  F.  Attwood,  Milton  R.  Benton,  J.  F.  Broadheail,  0. 
U.  Browne,  A.  A.  Callen,  D.  G.  Campbell,  D.  L.  Campbell. 
H.  Caveuder,  J.  A.  Christy,  R.  Church,  L.  D.  Cleavinger. 
Charles  C.  Coffinberry,  Ilujih  A.Cook,  Werner  Craig,  Rufns 
Darby,  D.  Deti  ick,  C.  L.  Bille,  William  Draper,  M.  R.  But- 
ton, G.  H.  Faircliild,  Daniel  C.  Finn,  Robert  Cole  Foster, 
James  Fletcher,  Charles  S.  Click,  G.  W.Glick,  William  G^ss, 
Nelson  Grisvvold  Thomas  0.  Gwartney,  James  Hau'way, 
James  M.  Harvey,  A  B.  Ilendrick,  J.  Hodgson,  W.  L.  Iluuts, 
N.  B.  Hughes,  Michael  Jordan,  William  Karr,  J.  R.  Ken- 
nedy, Lawrence  Kennedy,  C.  Kohler,  Cyrus  Leland,  jr.,  M. 
R.  Leonard,  A.J.  Loomis,  E.  Lowe,  S.  D.  Macdonald,  William 
Martindale,  J.  McCIellan,  James  R.  Mead.  Joe!  Moody, 
William  Morrow,  T.  M.  O'Brien,  F.  R.  Page,  D.  L.  Payne, 
William  B.  Perry,  N.  P.  Rawlings,  Robert  Riddle,  H.  Rice, 
H.  D.  Rogers,  Ed.  Russell,  I.  D.  Sammons,  J.  P.  Salisbury, 
E.  S.  Scudder,  H.  D.  Shejiherd,  Henry  Smith,  S.  J.  II.  Sny- 
der, E.  Stafford,  J.  Spencer,  Watson  Spencer,  George  Storcii, 
C.  H.  Stratton,  N.  Z.  Strong,  D  H.  Sutherland,  F.  B.  Swift, 
Job  Throckmorton,  John  D.  Wells,  A.  G   West— 77. 

NAYd — None. 


WEST  VIBGINIA. 

SENATE FEBRUARY  3,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  John  II.  Atkinson,  Aaron  Bechtol,  John 
B.Bowen,  Jolm  J.  Brown,  James  Burley,  William  F.  Cham- 
bers, James  M.  Corley,  William  S.  Dunbar,  D.  D.  T.  Dunbar, 
Aaron  Hawldns,  Daniel  Haymond,  B.  M.  Kitchen,  E.  S. 
M  ihnn,  Edwin  Maxwell,  Daniel  Peck,  J.  M.  Phelps,  Wil- 
liam Price,  Greenbury  Slack,  President  W.  E.  Stevenson — 
19. 

N.^TS — None. 

HOUSE FEBRUARY  3,    1865. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Thomas  P.  Adams,  William  Alexander, 
John  S.  Barns,  John  Boggs,  Greenberry  1).  Bonar,  Jesse  H. 
Cather,  George  K.  Cox,  Horatio  N.  Crooks,  0.  1).  Downey, 
Lewis  Dyche,  James  II.  Ferguson,  Solom  m  S.  Fleming,  Ja- 
cob T.  Galloway,  Baptisto  Gilmore,  Nathan  (niff,  TlnMidure 
N.  Gornell,  Adam  Gregory,  Benjamin  Ha;.'ar.  Jc^.-ph  \V. 
Hall,  James  H.  Hincliman,  John  Kellar,  William  II.  King, 
Daniel  LamI),  Thomas  Little,  John  B.  Lough,  William  Mairs, 
John  Jlichael,  Joshua  S.  Morris,  James  C.  .McGrew,  Henry 
C.  McWhorter,  Ahel  B.  Parks,  Spicer  Patrick,  Aaron  1). 
Peterson,  Jesse  F.  Phares,  David  S.  Pinnell,  Eli  Riddle, 
Charles  F.  Scott,  Abel  Segur,  Buckner  J.  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Benjamin  L.  Stephenson,  Thomas  II.  Trainer,  Rath- 
bone  Van  Winkle,  Meredith  Wells,  William  Willen,  Lee 
Eoy  Kramer,  (^jpeatcrj — 44. 

Nats — None.  

NEVADA. 

SENATE — FEBRITAHY  16,    1865. 

Yeas— W.  H.Clagett,  Lewis  Dor.in,  D.  L.  Hastings,  J.  W. 
H.iines,  Frederick  llutcliins,  W  illiam  W.  Hobart,  John  Ives, 
Alfred  James,  S.  A,  Kelln;,':,',  diaries  Lambert,  M.  D.  Lar- 
rowe,  A.  J .  Lock  wood,  Jonas  Seeley,  J.  S.  Slingerland,  Chas. 
A.  Sumner,  M   S.  Thompson,  N.  W.  Winton — 16. 

Nat — F.  M   Proctor — 1. 

HOUSE — FEBRUARY    16,    1865. 
Yeas — A.  C.  Bearss,  H.  II.  Beck,  D.  II.  Brown,  James 
Bolan,  H.  M.  Bien,  W.  W.  Bishop,  Erastus  Bond,  J.  E.  W. 
Gary,  W.  M.  Cutter,  S .  C.  Denson,  J.  A.  Dun,  Henry  Epstein, 

A.  L.  Greely,D.  H.  Haskell,  Cyril  Hawkins,  J.  L.  Hinckley, 
W.  G.  Lee,  J.  A.  Myrick,  John  S.  Mayhugh,L.  C.  McKeeby, 

B.  II.  Nichols,  II.  G.  Parker,  Edwin  Patten,  M.  A.  Rosen- 
bliitt,  James  A.  Rigbey,  James  Small,  R.  M.  Shackleford,  E. 
P.  Sine,  Jacob  Smith,  W.  F.  Toombs,  D.  P.  Walter,  Daniel 
Wellington,  R.  A.  Young,  C.  W.Tozer,  {Speaker)—^. 

Nat— James  A.  St.  Clair— 1. 


TENNESSEE. 
1865,  Marcli  4 — The  amenilment  was  ratified 
in  the  Senate,  and  the   House  of  Representa- 
tives, without  dissent. 

Foreign  Policy  of  the  United  States. 

1864,  December  15— Mr,  H.  Winter  Da- 
vis, from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
reported  this  re.solution,  (being  the  same  as 
closed  his  report  on  page  354:) 

Resolved,  That  Congress  has  a  constitutional  right  to  an 


authoritative  voire  in  declaring  and  prescribing  the  foreiisB 
policy  of  the  United  States  as  well  in  the  recognition  of 
new  powers  as  in  other  matteis ;  and  it  is  the  constitutional 
duty  of  the  President  to  respect  that  pidicy,  not  less  in  dip- 
lomatic negotiations  than  in  the  use  of  the  national  fores 
when  authorized  by  law ;  and  the  propriety  of  any  tieclara- 
tiou  of  foreign  policy  by  Congress  is  sufficiently  proved  by 
the  vote  which  pronounces  it ;  and  such  proposition,  while 
pending  and  undetermined,  is  not  a  fit  topic  of  diplomatic 
explanation  with  any  foreign  power. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas  VO,  na-s 
63,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alley,  Ames,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Baily, 
John  D.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Beaman,  Blaine,  Blair,  Boutwell, 
Boyd,  liroomall,  Ambrose  W.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cole.  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  Dawes,  Deming,  Dixon,  Donnelly,  Driggs,  Eckley, 
Klidt,  Farii'i\vorth,Gooch,GrinnelI,  Hale,  Iligby,  Hotchkisa, 
J.ilin  H.  Ilul.bard,  Hulburd,  Ingersoll,  Kelley,  Francis  W. 
Kellfigg,  ( (rlando  Kellogg,  Littlejohn.  Longyear,  Marvin.Mc- 
Bride,  .Mcludoe,  Samuel  F.  Miller,  Moorhead,  Slorrill,  Dan- 
iel Jlorris,  Amos  Myers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles 
O'Neill,  Patterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Price,  Alejtan- 
der  H.  Rice,  Edward  II.  Rollins,  Scofield,  Shannon.  Smith, 
Spalding,  Tliomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne, 
William  B.  Washburn,  Whaley,  W'/iee/cr,  Wilson,  Windom, 
Woodbridge — 70. 

Nats — Messrs.  James  C'.Alhn,  (Villiam  J.  Allen,  Allison, 
Ancrmu,  Ashley,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Bliss,  Blow,  Brooks, 
J.  S.  Brown,  Chanlcr,  Cox,  Cravens,  Henry  Winter  Davis, 
Dawson,  Denison,  Eden,  Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Find;  Ganson, 
Garfield,  GriswoM,  Harding,  Herrick,  Ifolman,  Asahel  W. 
Hubbard,  Jenekes,  P.  Johnson,  Kalhjleisch,  Kernan,  King, 
Knox,  Law,  he  Blond,  Loan,  Mollor]/,  Marcy,  McAllister, 
M'dliam  It.  Miller,  Janus  li.  Morris,  Morrison.  Noble,  Odell, 
Jiilin  0\Xeill,  Orth,  Pendleton,  Perry,  liadford,  Samuel  J. 
HiDidall,  Sehenck,  Sloan,  Smithers,  Starr,  John  B.  Sleele, 
Willaim  G.  StteU,  Stuvoiis,  Utiles,  Stuart,  Sweat,  Townsend, 
Wadsworth,  Teaman — 63. 

December  19 — A  resolution,  in  same  lan- 
guage, was  offered  by  Mr.  H.  Winter  Davis, 
which  the  House — yeas  50,  nays  73 — refused  to 
table.  The  question  being  divided,  the  first 
branch  ending  with  the  word  "  law,"  was 
agreed  to — yeas  119,  nays  8,  (Messrs.  Blair, 
Boutwell,  Cole,  F.  W.  Kellogg,  Littlejohn, 
Pomeroy,  Smith,  and  Van  Vallieuburgh.)  The 
second  branch  of  the  resolution,  being  the  re- 
mainder of  it,  was  agreed  to — yeas  68,  nays  59, 
as  follows  . 

Yeas — Messrs.  William  J.  Allen,  Allison,  Amea,  Anemia, 
Anderson,  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  Baxter,  Bh'ss, Blow,  Boyd, 
Chunler,  Cojfrnth,  Cox,  Cravens,  Henry  'Winter  Davi.<,  Daw- 
.wn.  Venison.  Eden,  Eldridge,  Finck.  Ganson,  Garfield,  Gri- 
drr.  Griswold,  Harrington,  Charles  M.  Harris,  Herrick, 
lliLiby,  Unhiian,  Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Jenekes,  Kernan, 
Knitjip,  Kiiix.  Law,  Lazear,  Le  Blond,  Mallory,  Marcy, 
Veliifinll.  McKinney,  Moorhead,  Murrill,  James  H.  Morris, 
y,  Isini.  X'liilr,  John  O'Neill,  Orth,  Pendleton,  Perry,  Price, 
I'ntiin.  .■■^iiiiiiii'l  J.  Randall,  Ross,  Sehenck,  Scott,  Sloan, 
Smithers,  John  B.  SteeU,  Stevens,  Strouse,  Stuart,  Sweat, 
Townsend,  Vorliees,  Wadsworth,  Joseph  W.  White,  Williams 
—68. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alley,  Baily,  John  D.  Baldwin,  Beaman, 
Blair,  Boutwell,  Brandegee,  Broomall.  Ambrose  W.  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cole,Creswell,Thomii8T.  Davis,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Driggs, 
Eckley,  Eiiof,  Frank,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Ilotclikiss,  John  U. 
Hubbard,  Hulburd,  Kasson,  Kelley,  Francis  W.  Kellogg, 
Orlando  Kellogg,  Littlejohn,  Marvin,  McBride,  McClurg, 
Mclndoe.  Amos  Jlyers,  Leonard  Myers,  Norton,  Charles 
O'Neill,  I?atterson,  Perham,  Pike,  Pomeroy,  Alexamler  11. 
Rice,  John  H.  Rice,  E.  U.  Rollins,  Scofield,  Shannon.  Smith, 
Spalding,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tracy,  Upson,  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  William  B.  Washburn,  Wha- 
ley, Wilson,  Windom,  Yeaman — 59. 


Financial. 

The  following  bills  were  passed: 

1865,  January  28 — Authorized,  in  lieu  of  any 
bonds  under  act  of  June  30,  1864,  Treasury 
notes  of  the  description  and  character  author- 
ized in  second  section  thereof,  limiting  the 
bonds  and  notes  to  $400,000000,  exempting  the 
notes  from  taxation  by  or  under  State  or  muni- 
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oipal  authority,  and  providing  that  "  such  Trea- 
sury uo!cs  may  be  disposed  of  for  lawful  money, 
or  for  any  other  Treasury  notes  or  certificates 
of  indebteduess,  or  certificate's  of  deposit  i-'sued 
under  any  previous  act  of  Congress/'  and  that 
the  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  give  authority 
for  the  issue  of  any  legal-tender  notes,  in  any 
form,  beyond  the  balance  unissued  of  the 
amount  authorized  by  the  second  section  of  the 
set  of  June  30,  1864. 

18(35,  March  3— Authorized  $000,000,000  in 
bonds  and  Treasury  notes — the  bonds  to  be  not 
less  than  $50  and  payable  at  any  period  n^t 
more  than  forty  years  or  redeemable  after  any 
period  not  less  than  five  nor  m^^re  than  forty  ; 
the  i'reasury  notes  to  be  convertible  into  tlte 
bonds,  be  of  such  denominations  (not  less  than 
$  jO, )  bearing  such  dates,  and  be  made  redeema- 


ble or  payable  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Interest  on  bonds  lo  be  paya- 
ble semi-annually ;  on  Treasury  notes  semi- 
annually, annually,  or  at  maturity  ;  and  the 
principal,  or  intere'^t,  or  both,  may  be  made 
payable  in  coin  or  other  lawful  money  ;  the 
interest,  if  payable  in  coin,  not  to  exceed  6  per 
cent ;  if  not  so  payabl"i  in  coin,  not  to  exceed 
7.3  Bonds  authorized  under  act  of  June  30, 
18G4,  may  be  of  the  description  herein  author- 
ized ;  and  any  Treasury  notes  or  interest-bear- 
ing obligations  may  be  converted  into  any  de- 
scription of  bonds  herein  authorized,  and  they 
shall  not  be  considered  a  part  of  the  $600,000,- 
000  herein  provided  for. 

No  new  principle  was  involved,  aid  it  is  not 
considered  necessary  to  trace  a  struggle  upon 
matters  of  detail. 


Statement  of  the  Public  Debt  of  the   United  States,  March  31,  1865. 

DEBT  BEARING   INTEREST  IN  COIN. 


AUTHORIZING   ACTS. 


January  28, 1847 

M.irch  31,  1848 

JuiieU,  1858 

June  2-2,  1860 

February  8,  1861 

July  17,  antl  AngU8t6,1861. 
July  17,  and  Augusts,  1861. 

February  25, 1862 

June  30, 1864 

March  3,1864 

September  9,  1850 

March  2,  1861 

July  17,1861 

MaiGh  3, 1863 


RATE  OP 
INTEREST. 


6  percent.. 
6  percent.. 
5  percent.. 

5  per  cent.. 

6  per  cent.. 
6  percent.. 
6  per  cent.. 
6  percent.. 
6  per  cent.. 
5  percent.. 

5  per  cent.. 

6  per  cent.. 

7  3-10 pre. 
6  percent. 


CHARACTER   OF   ISSUE. 


Bonds 

Bonds 

Bonds 

Bonds 

Bonds 

Bonds 

Bonds  exchanged  for  7  3.10.. 

Bonds,  5-20's 

Bonds,  5-20's 

Bonds,  10-tO's 

Bonds,  Texas  Indemnity... 

Bonds,  Oregon  War 

Notes,  Three  Years 

Bonds 


Aggregate  of  debt  bearing  Coin  Interest 11,100,361,241  SO     J,64,016,631  75 


AMOUNT     OUT- 
STANDING. 


$9,415, 


20. 

is' 

50, 

139, 

510, 

85. 

172, 

1 

1 


,250  00 
341  80 
000  00 
,000  00 
,000  00 
,000  00 
400  00 
900  00 
,000  00 
.100  00 
,000  00 
,000  00 
,250  00 
,000  00 


$564,915  00 

534,500  50 

1,000,000  00 

351.100  00 

1,104,900  00 

S.000.000  CO 

8.318.734  00 

30.645,114  00 

6,147,340  00 

8,638.505  00 

75,350  00 

60.9G0  00 

44,913  25 

4,500.u00  00 


DEBT   BEARING   INTEREST   IN   LAWFUL  MONET. 


July   11,1862 

July  11,  1862 

JulV  11,  1862 , 

March  1,1862 

March  3,1863 , 

Less  witlidrawn  and  de- 
stroyed or  ready  to  be  de- 
stroyed  


March  3,  1863. 
June  30,  1864... 


June  80, 1864.. 
March  3,1865.. 


4  per  cent.. 

5  percent.. 

6  per  cent.. 
6  percent.. 
5  per  cent. 


3  percent. 
3  per  cent. 


7  3-10 pro 
7  3-10 pre. 


Temporary  Loan 

Temporary  Loan 

Temporary  Loan 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness 

One  and  Two  Yeai-s  Notes...  $211,000,000  00 


141.477,650  00 


3  Years  Compound  Interest 

Notes 15,000,000  00 

3  Years  Compound  Interest 

Notes 141,477,650  00 


3  Years  Treasury  Notes 230,000,000  00 

3  Years  Treasury  Notes 70,812,800  00 


Aggregate  of  debt  hearing  Lawful  Money  Interest. 


$650,476  56 

5,708,262  52 

46,093,589  21 

171,790,000  00 


69,522,350  00 

156,477,650  00 
300,812,800  00 


$761,055,128  29 


$26,019  06 

285,413  12 

2,765,615  35 

10,307,400  00 


3,476,117  50 


21,959,334  40 


$08,819,899  43 


DEBT   ON  WHICH   INTEREST    HAS    CEASED. 


CHARACTER  OF  ISSUE. 


AMOUNT 
OUTSTANDING. 


Bonds 

Treasury  Notes , 

Treasury  Notes 

Treasury  Notes 

Treasury  Notes 

Temporary  Loan  Coin 

Aggregate  of  debt  on  which  Interest  has  ceased 


$203,808  45 

104,511  64 

8,800  00 

600  00 

30.500  00 

1,200  00 


$349,420  09 


f^02 


APPENDIX. 


Statement  of  the  Public  Debt — Continued. 


^       BEBT    BEABINO   NO   INTEKKST. 


CHARACTER  OF  ISSUE. 


United  States  Notes $60,030,000  00 

Less  amount  withdrawn 69,537,89b  00 

Amount  outstanding 49 J.] 04  00 

United  States  Notes 399.507,S9G  00 

United  States  Notes 49.300,202  00 

Le.«  amount  withdrawn 16,139.633  00 

Fractional  Currency 10,052,724  76 

i'ractioiial  Currency « -.  12,301,369  31 

Unpaid  requisitions 114.2.5R.548  93 

Amount  in  Treasury 56,481,924  84 

Aggregate  of  debt  not  bearing  Interest 


AMOUNT 
OUTSTANDING. 


$400, 
33, 

24. 


,000.000  00 
,160,569  00 
,254,094  07 


4;-,; 


,414,603  07 
•4,624  09 


57,' 
$515,189,287  10 


RECAPITULATION. 


"^^^-                            OUTSTANDING. 

INTEREST.           1 

LEGAL   TENDER   NOTES  IN   CIECULATION. 

AMOUNT. 

Bearing  int'rst  in  Coin- 
Bearing    interest    in 

$1,100,361,241  80 

751,055,128  29 

349.40  09 

$64,016,631  75 

38,819,899  43' 

1 
1 

S69,522,S.50 
492,104 

United  States  Notes,  new  issue 

432.66^,463 

On  which  interest  has 

Compound  Interest  Notes,  act  of  March  3,1863. 
Compound  Interest  Notes,act  of  June  30,1864. 

15,000,000 
141,477,650 

Bearing  no  interest 

515,189,287  16 

$6.39,160,.569 

82,366,955,077  34  1  $102,836,531  18 

Miscellaneous. 

REPEAL    OF    FISHING    BOUNTIES. 

IN  SENATE. 

Pendine  tbe  Internal  Revenue  bill, 
1865,  March  2 — This  amendment,  adopted  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole — 

That  from  and  after  the  abrogation  of  the  reciprocity 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  all  acts  and  parts  of  a('ts  grant- 
ing allowances  or  bounties  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  en- 
gaged in  the  bank  or  other  cod  fisheries  be,  and  the  same 
ale  hereby,  repealed — 

Was  rejected — veas  18,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  lluckatetv.  Chandler,  Daris,  Doo- 
little,  Ilarlan,  Uarris,  Henderson,  H>nilricks.  Lane  of  In- 
diana, ycsmith,  Povjill,  UiiUlle,  Sherman,  Van  AVinkle, 
Wilkinson,  Willey,  \Vriijld—\^. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Conness,  Dixon,  Farwell, 
Foster,  Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kans.-is,  M''Dou;/aU,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill,  Nye,  Ramsey,  Sprague,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Wade,  Wilson— 20. 

Oath  of  Allegiance  for  Lawyers. 

IN  SENATE. 
1864,  December  21 — Mr.  Harlan  offered  this 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  theDistrict  of  Columbia 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety 
of  requiring  all  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
take  and  tile  with  the  provost  marshal  of  said  District  an 
oath  of  allegiance  or  fidelity  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  St.ites  similar  to  the  oath  rcqtiired  by  law  of  Mem- 
bers and  Senators  in  Congress  and  other  officers  of  the 
Government;  and  also  the  expediency  and  propriety  of 
prohibiting  all  persons  from  doing  business  in  said  District 
or  with  the  several  Departments  of  the  Government  who 
have  not  or  may  not  take  and  file  such  oath ;  and  that 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  24,  nays  10,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Dixoli, 
Farwell,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Uarlan,  Howard,  Lane 
of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  .Morgan,  Pomcroy  Sherman, 
Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wil- 
kinson, Willey — 24. 

Nats — Jlessrs.  Brown,  DuckaUio,  Cowan,  Davis,  Ilen- 
derson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Powell,  Richardson,  Saulshury 
—10. 

December  22 — A  bill,  described  below,  and 
extending  the  principle  indicated  on  page  376, 
was  passed — yeas  27,  nays  4,  as  follows  : 

Y'eas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Clark,  Collamer,  Con- 
ness, Dixon,  Doolittlo,  Farwell,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Har- 
lan, Uarris,  Henderson,  Johiison,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of 
Kansas,  Morgan,  Pomeioy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Sumner,  Ten  Kyck.  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Wilson — 27. 

Nays — Messrs.  Buckalew,  Davis,  Richardson,  Saulslntry 
—4. 

1865,  January  20 — The  bill  passed  the  House 
— ayes  66,  noes  26,  oq  a  division. 

It  provides  that  no  person,  after  the  date  of 
this  act,  bhall  be  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  or  at  ary 
time  after  the  4th  of  March  next  be  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  any  circuit  court  or  district  court 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  Court  of  Claims, 
as  an  attorney  or  counselor,  or  be  allowed  to 
appear  by  virtue  of  any  previous  admission,  or 
any  special  powers  of  attorney,  unless  he  first 
takes  and  subscribes  the  oath  prescribed  ia 
the  "  Act  to  prescribe  an  oath  of  office,"  ap- 
proved July  2,  1862,  which  said  oath  so  taken 
and  subscribed  fhall  be  preserved  among  the 
files  of  such  court,  and  that  any  person  who 
fchall  falsely  take  said  oath  shall  be  guilt}-  of  per- 
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jury,  and,  on  conviction,  be  liibl-  to  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  perjui'y,  and  the  additi  nal 
pains  and  penalties  prescribed  in  the  sai  i  act.* 

Abolition  of  Slavery  in  West  Virginia. 

This  record  completes  that  made  on  pages 
377,378: 

Both  Hf^uses  of  the  Legislature  of  West 
Virginia  have  passed  thid  bill,  which  has  be- 
come a  l,;w  : 

Be.  iten'jcf'd  h;i  the  Legis^ofure  of  W-'st  Virginia: 

1  All  persons  held  to  service  or  liibor  as  slaves  in  this 
St:ite  art  Ik  reliy  declared  free. 

2.  There  uhall  hereafter  be  neither  slavery  nor  involun- 
tary servitude  in  this  State  except  in  punishmi'nt  of  crime, 
whereof  thi'  party  shall  have  been  duly  c  mvicted.        • 

The  \Vhoeling  Intelligencer  says:  "This  bill  wipes  out 
the  remnant  of  slavery  in  West  Virginia  at  a  blow.  It 
was  not  offered  or  passed  as  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution. The  Constitution  simply  prescribes  a  limit  beyond 
wliich  certain  persons  of  certain  ages  shall  not  be  held 
slaves,  and  makes  no  enactment  at  all  in  regard  to  those 
supposed  to  be  left  in  slavery  for  life." 

Letter  of  Horace  Greeley  to  the  Pres- 
ident, Preceding  the  Niagara  Falls 
Negotiation. 
As  part    of  the    history  o^  the   negotiation 
recorded  on  pages  301-303,  this  letter  of  Air, 
Greeley,  until  recently  unpublished,  is  given. 
It  is  understood  that   there  are  other  letters 
from  several  parties  not  yet  divulged: 

New  York,  July  7,  1864. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  venture  to  inclose  you  a  letter  and  tele- 
gi-aphic  despatch  that  I  received  jesterd.iy  from  our  irre- 
pressible friend  Colorado  .Tewett,  at  Niagara  Falls.  I  think 
they  deserve  attention.  Of  course  I  do  not  endorse  Jew- 
ell's positive  averment  that  his  fi'iends  at  the  Falls  have 
"full  powers"'  from  J.  D.,  though  I  do  not  doubt  that  ho 
thinks  they  have.  I  let  that  statement  stand  as  simply 
evidencing  the  anxiety  of  the  Confederates  everywhere  for 
peace.     So  much  is  beyond  doubt. 

And,  therefore,  I  venture  to  remind  you  that  our  bleed- 
ing, bankrupt,  almost  dying  country  also  I mgs  for  peace — 
shudders  at  the  prosjject  of  fresh  conscriptions,  of  further 
wholesale  devastations,  and  of  new  rivers  of  human  blood; 
and  H  wide-spread  conviction  that  the  government  and  its 
prominent  supporters  are  not  anxious  for  jieace,  and  do  not 


*  These  proceedings  took  place  at  the  First  Session  of  the 
Thirty-Eighth  Congress: 

I.V  SENVTE. 

1863,  December  17 — Mr.  Sumxlr  offered  this  as  a  new 
rule  for  the  Senate: 

The  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  act  of  Congress  of 
July  2,  1862,  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  before  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  office,  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by 
every  Senator,  in  open  Senate,  before  entering  upon  his 
duties.  It  shall  also  be  taken  and  subscribed  in  the  same 
way  by  the  Secretary  of  tho  Senate;  but  the  other  officers 
of  the  Senate  may  take  and  subscribe  it  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary. 

Decerf.  er  IS — Mr.  Saitlsbuet  moved  th=s  substitute: 

That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  Senators  and  Representatives  in  C'ongi'ess 
are  included  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
Act  to  i)rescribe  an  oath  of  office,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  July  2,  1862,  and  whether  the  said  act  is  in 
accordance  or  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

A  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was 
lost — yea.s  15,  nays  26. 

1864,  January  21 — Mr.  Sauisbltit's  substitute  was  lost — 
yeas  12,  n:iys  26.  The  teas  were:  Messrs.  i'«cA:a?ew,  Car- 
lie,  Cowan,  Darin,  Harding,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  John- 
Bou.  Powell,  Saulslrury,  Willey,  Wriglit. 

January  2o — The  new  rule  was  adopted — yeas  28,  nays 
11,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Jlessrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer,  Conness,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Henderson,  Howard,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan, 
Morral,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  \an  Winkle,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wil- 
son— 28. 

Nats — Messrs.  SuckaUvj,  Carlile,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolit- 
tle,  Harris,  Howe,  Johnson,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Wrigid — 11. 


improve  proffered  opportunities  to  achieve  it,  is  doing 
great  harm  now,  and  is  morally  eertain,  unless  removed,  to 
do  far  greater  in  the  approaching  elec;tions. 

It  is  not  enough  that  we  anxiously  desire  a  true  and 
lasting  peace;  we  ought  to  demonstrate  and  estal/lish  the 
truth  beynnd  cavil.  The  fact  that  A.  II.  Stephens  was  not 
permitted  a  year  ago  to  visit  and  confer  with  the  authori- 
ties at  Washington  ha-s  done  harm,  which  the  tone  at  the 
late  National  Convention  at  Baltimore  is  not  calculated  to 
counteract. 

I  entieat  you,  in  your  own  time  and  manner,  to  submit 
overtures  for  pacification  to  the  Southern  insurgents,  which 
the  impartial  must  pronounce  frank  and  generous.  If 
only  with  a  view  to  tho  momentous  election  soon  to  occur 
in  North  Carolina,  and  of  the  draft  to  be  enforced  in  the 
free  ttates,  th.s  should  be  done  at  once.  I  would  give  the 
safe  conduct  required  by  the  rebel  envoys  at  ^iagara  upon 
their  parole  to  avoid  observation  and  to  refrain  from  all 
couimunicatiiiu  with  their  sympathizers  in  the  loyal  States; 
but  you  may  see  reasons  for  declining  it.  But  whether 
through  them  or  otherwise,  do  not,  I  entreat  you,  fail  to 
make  the  Southern  people  couipreheod  that  you,  and  all  of 
us,  are  anxious  lor  jieace,  and  prepared  to  grant  liberal 
terms.    I  venture  to  suggest  the  following 

PLAN    OF     ADJUSTMENT. 

1.  The  Union  is  restored  and  declared  perpetual. 

2.  Slavery  is  utterly  and  forever  aboUshed  throughout 
the  same. 

3.  A  Complete  amnesty  for  all  political  offences,  with  a 
restoration  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  each  State  to  the  priv- 
ileges of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

4.  The  Union  to  pay  four  hundred  million  dollars  in  five 
per  cent.  United  States  stock  to  the  late  slave  States,  loyal 
and  secession  alike,  to  be  apiortioned  pro  rata,  according 
to  their  slave  population  respectively,  by  the  census  of 
1860,  iu  compensation  for  the  losses  of  their  loyal  citizens 
by  the  abolition  of  slavery.  Each  State  to  be  entitled  to 
its  quota  upon  the  ratification  by  its  Legislature  of  this 
adjustment.  The  bonds  to  be  at  the  absolute  disposal  of 
the  Legislature  aforesaid. 

5.  The  said  slave  States  to  be  entitled  henceforth  to  rep- 
resentation iu  the  House  on  the  basis  of  their  total  instead 
of  their  Federal  population,  the  whole  now  being  free. 

6.  A  National  Convention,  to  be  assembled  so  soon  as 
may  be,  to  ratify  this  adjustment,  and  make  such  changes 
in  the  Coustitution  as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

Mr.  President,  I  fear  you  do  not  realize  how  intently  the 
people  desire  any  peace  consistent  with  the  National  integ- 
rity and  honor,  and  how  joyously  they  would  hail  its 
achievement  and  bless  its  authors.  With  United  States 
stocks  worth  but  forty  cents  in  gold  per  dollar,  and  draft- 
ing about  to  commence  on  tho  third  million  of  Union  sol- 
diers, can  this  be  wondered  at  ? 

KI  do  not  say  that  a  just  peace  is  now  attainable,  though 
I  believe  it  to  be  so.  But  I  do  say  that  a  frank  ofler  by 
you  to  the  insurgents  of  terms  which  the  impartial  say 
ought  to  be  accepted,  will,  at  the  worst,  prove  an  immense 
and  sorely  needed  advantage  to  the  national  cause.  It 
mav  save  us  from  a  Northern  insurrection. 

Yours,  truly,  HORACE  GREELEY. 

Hon.  A.  Li.NCOtx,  President,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Even  though  it  should  be  deemed  unadvisable  to 
make  an  offer  of  terms  to  the  rebels,  I  insist  that,  in  any 
possible  case,  it  is  desirable  that  any  offer  they  may  be  dis- 
posed to  make  should  be  received,  and  either  accepted  or 
rejected.  I  beg  you  to  invite  those  now  at  Niagara  to 
exhibit  their  credentials  and  submit  their  ultimatum. 

H.  a. 


The  Menonites  on  the  War. 

The  religious  society  known  as  the  •'  Meno- 
nites," at  their  annual  Conference  held  at  Ger- 
mantjwn.  Pa.  iMarch  6  and  7,  1865,  passed  a 
seri's  of  resolutions  sustaining  the  government,, 
in  i's  efforts  to  crush  the  rebellion.  Among  . 
them  are  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  success  of  our  arms  on  sea  and  land 
during  the  last  year  calls  aloud  for  thanksgiving  and  praise 
to  Almighty  God,  who  alone  is  the  giver  of  victory,  and  in 
whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  men  and  nations. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  war  is  a  struggle  between 
truth  and  error,  right  and  wrong,  freedom  and  bondage. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  unfaltering  confidence  in  the 
Chief  Executive  of  our  nation:  in  the  honest  purposes  of 
his  heart;  in  his  fidelity  to  God  and  the  best  interests  of 
the  whole  people,  and  to  the  sublime  principles  of  freedom 
and  justice  the  v/ide  world  over. 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  hfni  our  undivided  support  and 
most  ai'dent  prayers  iu  his  efforts  to  maintain  our  nationai 
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honor  untarnished,  and  crush  out  the  last  vestige  of  this 
elaveliolders'  foul  rebellion. 

Risoi'-nO,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Christian  patriot  to 
pray  for  tiie  President  and  all  thnt  are  high  in  authority; 
for  our  soldiers  and  sejimen,  and  for  the  success  of  our  arms; 
and  that  ho,  wlio  in  the  hourof  Iiis  country's  travail  stands 
not  up  inaafuliy  to  vindicate  her  cause,  or  witholds  his  sup- 
port from  the  government  whose  fostering  care  has  guaran- 
teed him  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  citizenship,  is 
recreant  to  God  and" false  to  the  highest  principles  of  truth 
and  justice,  and  unworthy  the  name  of  an  American  citi- 
zeu. 


Additional  Proclamations,  Orders, 
Letters,  and  Addresses  of  President 
Lincoln.* 

PROCLAMATIONS. 

FOR    THREE    HUNDRED    THOUSAND    MEN.f 

Wliereas,  by  the  act  approved  July  4,  1864,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  regulate  and  provide  for  the  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,''  it 
is  provided  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  "  at 
his  discretion  at  any  time  hereafter  call  for  any  number  of 
men  as  volunteers  for  the  respective  terms  of  one,  two  and 
three  years  for  military  service,"  and  "  that  in  ciuso  the  quota 
or  any  part  thereof,  of  any  town,  township,  ward  of  a  city, 
precinct  or  election  district,  or  of  a  county  not  so  sub- 
divided, shall  not  be  filled  within  the  space  of  fifty  days 
after  such  call,  then  the  President  shall  immediately  order 
a  draft  for  one  j'Cir,  to  fill  such  quota  or  any  part  thereof 
which  may  he  unfilled;"  and  whereas,by  the  credits  allowed 
in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  on  the  call  for  five 
hundred  thousand  men,  made  July  ISth,  1864,  the  number 
of  men  to  be  obtained  under  that  call  was  reduced  to  280,- 
000 ;  and  whereas,  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  certain 
States  have  rendered  it  impracticable  to  procure  from  them 
their  full  quotas  of  troops,  under  said  call;  and  whereas, 
from  the  foregoing  causes  bnt  250,000  men  have  been  put 
into  the  army,  navy,andmarinocorps,  under  the  said  call  of 
July  IS,  1SG4,  leaving  a  deficiency  on  that  call  of  '250,000; 
now,  therefore,  I,  Adraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  order  to  sujiply  the  aforesaid  defici- 
ency, and  to  provi<le  for  casualties  in  the  military  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  do  issue  this,  my  call,  for 
Three  Hundred  Thousand  Volunteers  to  servo  for  one,  two 
or  three  years.  The  quotas  of  the  States,  districts  and  sub- 
districts  underthiscall  will  be  .assigned  by  the  WarDepart- 
Qient  through  the  Bureau  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General 
of  the  United  States,  and  "in  case  the  quota  or  any  part 
thereof,  of  any  town,  township,  ward  of  a  city,  precinct  or 
election  district,  or  of  a  county,  not  so  subdivided,  shall  not 
be  filled"  befora  the  15th  day  of  Kehniary,lS65,thcnadraft 
shall  bo  made  to  fill  such  quota,  or  any  part  thereof  under 
this  call,  which  may  be  unfilled  on  said  15th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 18G5. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  bo  allixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  W;i8hington,  this  19th  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
'l.  S.]  dred  and  sixty-four,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  eighty-ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

Wm.  U.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

*For  other  Papers,  see  pages  33'2-337,  and  423-425. 

t  For  other  calls,  see  pages  114, 115,  and  270.  1865,  April 
13— Secretary  Stanton  sent  this  telegram  to  M^or  General 
Dis: 

■War  Department, 
Washington-,  D.  C,  April  13,  6  P.  M. 
Major  General  Dis,  iS'.  w  i'urk : 

'ibis  department,  after  matui'o  consideration  and  consul- 
tation Willi  the  Lieutenant  General  upon  the  result  of  the 
recent  campaign,  has  come  to  the  following  determinations, 
which  will  be  carried  into  eflfect  by  appri^priate  orders  im- 
mediatt  ly  to  be  issued  : 

Firft.  To  stop  all  drafting  and  recruiting  in  the  loj-al 
States. 

Second.  To  curtail  purchases  for  arms,  ammunition,  quar- 
termaster and  commis-siiry  Hup]dies,  and  reduce  the  expen- 
ses of  the  military  estiblishment  in  its  several  branches. 

Third.  To  reduce  the  number  of  general  and  staff  offi- 
cers to  the  actual  necessities  of  the  service. 

Fourth.  To  remove  all  military  restriction  upon  trade 
and  commerce,  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  public 
salety. 

As  soon  as  these  measures  can  be  put  in  operation,  it  will 
be  made  kuowu  by  public  orders. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
Secretary  of  n'ar. 


PARDON    TO    DKSEETER!?. 

Whereas,  the  twenty-first  sectiim  of  the  act  of  Congresn, 
approved  on  the  third  instant,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amemi 
the  several  acts  heretofore  p:issed  to  provide  for  the  enrol- 
ling and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.-' requires  "that  in  addition  to  the  other  lawful  pen- 
alties of  the  crime  of  desertion  from  the  military  and  naval 
service,  all  persons  who  have  deserted  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  tlie  United  States  who  shall  not  return  to  said 
service,  or  report  themselves  to  a  provost  marshal  within 
sixty  days  after  the  proclamation  hereinafter  mentioned, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  voluntarily  relinquished 
and  forfeited  their  rights  of  citizenship  .and  their  rights  to 
become  citizens,  and  such  deserters  shall  be  forever  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the 
United  States,  or  of  exercising  any  rights  of  citizens  there- 
of: and  all  pf'rsons  who  shall  hereafter  desert  the  military 
or  naval  service,  and  all  persons  who,  being  duly  enrolled, 
shall  depart  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  in  which  he  is 
enrolled,  or  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  with 
intent  to  avoid  any  draft  into  the  military  or  naval  service, 
duly  ordered,  shall  be  liable  to  the  pen.alties  of  this  section. 
And  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  forth- 
with, on  the  passage  of  this  .ict,  to  issue  his  proclamatiotx 
setting  forth  tlie  provisions  of  this  section,  in  which  pro- 
clamation the  President  is  requested  to  notify  all  deserters 
returning  within  sixty  days,  as  aforesaid,  that  they  shall  be 
pardoned  on  condition  of  returning  to  their  regiments  and 
companies,  or  to  such  other  organizations  as  they  may  be 
assigned  to,  until  they  shall  have  served  for  a  period  of  time 
equal  to  their  original  term  of  enlistment." 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
President  of  the  United  States,  do  issue  this  ray  proclama- 
tion, as  required  by  said  act,  ordering  and  requiring  all 
deserters  to  return  to  their  proper  posts ;  and  I  do  hereby 
notify  them  that  all  deserters  who  shall,  within  sixty  days 
from  the  date  of  this  proclamation,  viz:  on  or  before  the 
10th  day  of  May,  1865,  returu  to  service,  or  report  them- 
selves to  a  provost  marshal,  shall  be  pardoned,  on  condition 
that  they  return  to  their  regiments  and  companies,  or  to 
such  other  organizations  as  they  may  be  assigned  to,  and 
serve  the  remainder  of  their  original  terms  of  enlistment, 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  a  period  equal  to  the  time  lost  by 
desertion. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  St.ates  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at   the  city  of  Washington,  this  eleventh  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
[l.  s.]  hundred  and  sixty-five,  aud  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States,  the  eighty-ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

WiLUAM  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

.A  WARNING  TO  BLOCKADE-RUNNERg    AND    OTHERS. 
Dep.artment  op  State, 
Wasuinoton,  March  14,  1865. 

The  President  directs  that  all  persons  who  now  are,  or 
hereafter  shall  be,  found  within  the  United  States,  and  who 
have  been  engaged  in  holding  intercourse  or  trade  with  the 
insurgents  by  sea,  if  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States 
or  domiciled  aliens,  be  arrested  and  held  iis  prisoners  of  war 
until  the  war  shall  close,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  prosecu- 
tion, trial,  and  conviction  for  any  offence  committed  by 
them  as  spies,  or  otherwise  against  the  laws  of  war. 

The  President  further  directs  that  all  non-resident  for- 
eigners who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  found  in  the 
United  States,  and  who  have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  en- 
gaged in  violating  the  blockade  of  tie  insurgent  ports, 
shall  leave  the  United  States  within  twelve  days  from  the 
publication  of  this  order,  or  from  their  subseipient  arrival 
in  the  United  States,  if  on  the  Atlantic  side,  and  forty  days 
if  on  the  Pacific  side  of  the  country.  And  such  persons 
shall  not  return  to  the  United  States  during  the  coutiuuanco 
of  the  war. 

Provost  Marshals  and  M.arshals  of  the  United  States  will 
arrest  and  commit  to  military  custody  all  such  offenders  iis 
shall  disregard  this  order,  whether  they  have  pstssports  or 
not,  and  they  will  be  detained  in  such  custody  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  or  until  discharged  by  subsequent  order  ol 
the  President. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
Secretary  of  Stale. 

A  REWARD  OFFERED  FOR  THE  ARREST  OF  RAIDERS. 

The  following  has  been  promulgated  bj  the 
Secretary  of  State : 

To  all  whom  these  presents  may  concern  : 

Whereas  for  some  time  past  evil  disposed  persons  have 
crossed  the  borders  of  the  United  States,  or  entered  their 
ports  by  sea  from  countries  where  they  are  tolerated,  i%nd 
have  committed  capital  felonies  against  the  property  aud 
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Hfe  of  American  citizens,  as  well  in  the  cities  as  in  the  rural 
(Jlstrictg  of  the  country : 

Now,  tlierefore,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  I  do  hereby  make  known 
that  a  reward  of  one  tliousand  doUars  will  be  paid  at  this 
Department  for  the  capture  of  each  of  such  ofl'enders,  upon 
his  convicticjn  by  a  civil  or  military  tribunal,  to  whonis  lever 
shall  arrest  and  deliver  such  offenders  into  the  custody  of 
the  civil  or  military  authorities  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  like  reward  will  bo  paid,  upon  the  same  terms,  for  the 
capture  of  any  sacli  persons  so  entering  the  United  States 
whose  offences  shall  be  committed  subsequently  to  the  pub- 
lication of  this  notice  A  reward  of  five  hundred  iolJars 
will  be  paid,  upon  conviction,  for  the  arrest  of  any  person 
who  shall  have  aided  and  abetted  offences  of  the  claos  before 
named  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of 
State,  at  Wasliington,  this  fourth  dav  of  April,  A.  D.  1S65 
WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD, 

Sect-etary  nf  Scale . 

CLOSING    CERTAIN    PORTS. 

"VThereaa  bj'  my  proclamations  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twenty-seventh  days  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  bundled 
and  sixty-one,  the  ports  of  the  United  States  in  the  States 
of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Flor- 
ida, Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas  were  de- 
clared to  be  subject  to  blockade;  but  whereas  the  said 
blockade  has,  in  ci^nsequence  of  actual  military  occupation 
by  this  Government,  since  been  conditionally  set  aside  or 
relayed  in  respect  to  the  ports  of  Norfolk  and  Alexandria, 
in  the  State  of  A'irgiuia;  Beaufort,  in  the  State  of  Nortli 
Carolina;  Port  Royal,  in  the  State  of  Soutli  Carolina;  Pen- 
sacola  and  Fernaudina,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  and  New 
Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana : 

And  whereas,  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
approved  on  the  thirteenth  of  July,  eighteen  liundred  and 
sixty-one,  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  for  other  purposes,"  the 
President,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  is  authorized 
to  close  certain  ports  of  entr3'; 

Now^,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abkaham  Lincoln, 
President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  that 
the  ports  of  Richmond,  Tappahannock,  Clierrystone,  York- 
town,  and  Petersburg,  in  Virginia;  of  Camden,  (Elizabeth 
City,)  Edenton,  Plymouth,  Washington,  Newbern,  Ocra- 
coke,  and  AVilmingtou,  in  North  Carolina;  of  Charleston, 
Georgetown,  and  Deaufort,  in  South  Carolina;  of  Savan- 
nah, St.  Mary "s,  and  Brunswick,  (Darien,)  in  Georgia;  of 
Mobile,  in  Alabama;  of  Pearl  river,  (Shieldsborough,) 
Natchez,  and  A'icksburg.  in  Mississippi;  of  St.  Augustine, 
Key  West,  St.  Marks,  (Port  Leon,)  St.  Johns,  (J.icksonville,) 
ami  Apalachicola,  in  Florida;  of 'i'eche,  (Frank. in,)  in  Lou- 
isiana; of  Galveston,  La  Salle,  Crazos  do  Santiago,  (Point 
Isabel.)  and  Brownsville,  Texas,  are  hereby  closed,  and 
all  right  of  importation,  warehousing,  and  other  privileges 
shall,  in  respect  to  the  ports  aforesaid,  cease  until  they  shall 
have  again  been  opened  by  order  of  the  President ;  and  if, 
while  said  ports  are  so  closed,  any  ship  or  vessel  from  be- 
yond the  United  States,  or  having  on  board  any  articies 
Bubject  to  duties,  shall  attempt  to  enter  any  such  port,  the 
same,  together  with  its  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  cargo 
shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Wa.shington,  this  eleventh  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tliousand  eight  hundred 
[l.  S.]  and  sixty-five,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  eightv-ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

WiuJAM  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

EQUALITY  OF  RIGHTS  WITH  ALL  MARITIME  NATIONS. 

Whereas  for  some  time  past  vessels  of  war  of  the  United 
States  have  been  refused,  in  certain  foreign  ports,  privileges 
and  immunities  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  treaty, 
public  law,  or  the  comity  of  nations,  at  the  same  time  that 
vessels  of  war  of  the  country  wherein  the  said  privileges 
and  immunities  have  been  withheld  have  enjoyed  them 
fully  and  uninterruptedly  in  ports  of  the  United  States ; 
which  condition  of  things  has  not  always  been  forcibly  re- 
sisted liy  the  United  States,  although,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  have  not  at  any  time  failed  to  protest  against  and  de- 
clare their  dissatisfaction  with  the  same;  in  the  view  of  the 
United  States  no  condition  any  longer  exists  which  can  be 
claimed  to  justify  the  denial  to  tliem  by  any  one  of  said 
nations  of  customary  naval  rights  such  as  has  heretofore 
been  so  unnecessarily  persisted  in  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Adrafam  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  make  known,  that  if  after  a  rea- 
sonable time  shall  have  elapsed  for  intelligence  of  this 
proclamation  to  have  reached  any  foreign  country  in  whose 
port«  the  said  privileges  and  immunities  shall  have  been  re- 


fused, as  aforesnid,  they  shall  continue  to  be  so  refused, 
then  and  thenceforth  the  same  privileges  and  immunities 
shall  be  refused  to  the  vessels  of  war  of  that  country  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States;  and  this  refusal  shall  continue 
until  war  vessels  of  the  Uuited  States  shall  have  been 
placed  upon  an  entire  equalit.y  in  the  foreign  ports  afore- 
said with  similar  vessels  of  other  countries.  The  United 
States,  whatever  claim  or  pretence  may  have  existed  here- 
toibre,  are  now,  at  least,  entitled  to  claim  and  concede  an 
entire  and  friendly  equality  of  rights  and  hospitalities  with 
all  maritime  nations. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  afBxed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eleventh  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
[l.  s.]  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America  the  eiihty-niuth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

William  U.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

PORT    OF    KEY  WEST. 

Whereas,  by  m.v  proclamation  of  this  date  the  port  of 
Key  West,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  was  inadvertently  in- 
cluded among  those  which  are  not  open  to  commerce  : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  declare  and  m.ake 
known  that  the  said  port  of  Key  West  is  and  shall  remain 
open  to  foreign  and  domestic  commerce  upon  the  same 
conditions  by  which  that  commerce  has  there  hitherto 
been  governed. 

Ill  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 

caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  AVashington,  this  eleventh  day  ftf 

April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord   one   thousand  eight 

[l.  S.]  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of  the  Independence  of 

the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

Wm.  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

OBSERVANCE  OF  THE  SABBATH. 

Executive  Mansion. 
Washington,  Nov.  16, 1864. 

The  President,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  desires  and  enjoins  the  orderl.v  observance  of  tlie  Sab- 
bath by  the  officers  and  men  in  the  military  and  naval  ser- 
vice. The  importance  for  man  and  beast  of  the  prescribed 
weekly  rest,  the  sacred  rights  of  Christian  soldiers  and 
sailors,  a  becoming  deference  to  the  best  sentiment  of  Cbris- 
tian  people,  and  a  due  regard  for  the  Divine  will,  demand 
that  Sunday  labor  in  the  Army  and  Navy  be  reduced  to  the 
me.isure  of  strict  necessity. 

The  discipline  and  character  of  the  national  forces  should 
not  suffer,  nor  the  cause  they  defend  be  imperiled,  by  the 
profanation  of  the  day  or  name  of  the  Most  High.  "At 
this  time  of  public  distress" — adopting  the  words  of  Wash- 
ington in  1776 — '■  men  may  find  enough  to  do  in  the  service 
of  their  God  and  their  country  without  abandoning  them- 
selves to  vice  and  immorality."  The  first  General  Order 
issued  by  the  Father  of  his  Country  after  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  indicates  the  spirit  in  which  our  institutions 
were  founded  and  should  ever  be  defended :  "  The  General 
hopes  and  ti-usts  that  every  officer  and  man  will  endeavor 
to  live  and  act  as  becomes  a  Cliristian  soldier,  defending  the 
dearest  rights  and  liberties  of  his  country." 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


LETTERS. 

TO  MRS.  ELIZA  P.  GURNEY. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  September  30, 1864. 

Mt  Esteemed  Friend  :  I  have  not  forgotten,  probably 
never  shall  forget,  the  very  impressive  occasion  when  your- 
self and  friends  visited  me  on  a  Sabbath  forenoon  two 
years  ago.  Nor  had  your  kind  letter,  written  nearly  a  year 
later,  ever  been  forgotten.  In  all  it  has  been  your  purpose 
to  strengthen  my  reliance  in  God.  I  am  much  indebted  to 
the  good  Cliristian  people  of  the  country  for  their  constant 
prayers  and  consolations,  and  to  no  one  of  them  more  than 
to  yourself.  The  purposes  of  the  Almighty  are  perfect 
and  must  prevail,  though  we  erring  mort;ils  may  fail  to  ac- 
curately perceive  them  in  advance.  Wo  hoped  for  a  happy 
termination  of  this  terrible  war  long  before  this ;  but  God 
knows  best,  and  has  ruled  otherwise.  We  shall  yet  ivc- 
knowledge  His  wisdom  and  our  own  errcrs  therein; 
meanwhile  we  must  work  earnestly  in  the  best  light  He 
gives  us,  trusting  that  so  working  still  conduces  to  the 
great  ends  He  ordains.  Surely  He  Intends  some  great  good 
to  follow  this  mighty  convulsion  which  no  mortal  could 
make,  and  no  mortal  could  stay. 

Your  people — the  Friends — have  had,  and  are  having, 
very  great  trials,  on  principles  and  faith  opposed  to   both 
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war  and  oppression.  Thoy  can  only  practically  oppose  op- 
pressiou  by  war.  In  this  hard  cliliimma,  some  have 
chosen  one  liorn  and  some  tlie  other. 

For  those  appealing  to  uie  on  oouscientione  grounds  I 
have  done  and  shall  do  the  host  [  could  and  can  in  my  own 
conscier:ce  under  my  oath  to  the  law.  That  you  believe 
tliis  I  doubt  not,  and  believing  it  I  «hall  still  receive  for  my 
country  and  myself  your  earnest  prayers  to  our  Father  iu 
Heaven.     Your  sincere  triend, 

A.  LINCOLN. 

TO  DEACON  ./OHN  PHILLIP.S. 

Deacon  John  Phillips,  of  Sturbrtdge,  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  great  age — one  hundred  and 
four  years — d  d  not  prevent  him  from  voting 
on  the  8th  of  November,  received  the  following 
letter  from  the  President: 

E.xECUTiVE  Mansion, 
W.\SHi\GT0\,  Nov.  21, 18e4. 

Mv  Dear  Sir:  I  have  heard  of  the  incident  at  the  polls 
in  your  town,  in  which  you  acted  so  honorable  a  part,  and 
I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  to  express  my  personal 
gratitude  for  the  compliment  paid  me  by  the  suffrage  of  a 
citizen  so  venerable. 

The  example  of  such  devotion  to  civic  duties  in  one 
whose  days  have  already  been  extended  an  average  life- 
time beyond  the  Psalmist's  limit,  cannot  but  be  vahiable 
and  fruitful.  It  i.s  not  for  myself  only,  but  for  the  coun- 
try, which  you  have  iu  your  sphere  served  so  long  and  so 
well,  that  1  thank  you.         Your  friend  and  servant, 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Deacon  Joun  Phillips. 

TO  MRS.  BIXBY. 

Mrs.  Bixby,  the  recipient  of  the  follow'ng 
letter  from  P.esident  Lincoln,  is  a  poor  widow 
living  in  the  Eleveath  Ward  of  Boston.  Her 
sixth  son  was  severely  wounded  in  a  recent 
battle : 

ExECUTrv^E  Mansion-, 
Washington,  Nnv.  21.  1S&4. 
Dear  M.adam:  I  have  been  shown  on  the  file  of  tlie  War 
Department  a  statement  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  .Massa- 
chusetts, that  yon  are  the  mother  of  five  sons  who  have 
died  glorio\isly  on  the  field  of  battle. 

I  feel  how  weak  and  fruitless  must  be  any  word  of 
mine  which  should  attempt  to  beguile  you  from  the  grief 
of  a  loss  so  overwhelming ;  but  I  cannot  refraiu  from  ten- 
dering to  you  the  consolation  that  may  be  found  in  the 
thanks  of  the  Republic  they  died  to  save. 

I  pray  th.at  our  Heavenly  F.ither  may  a.ssuage  the  an- 
guish of  your  bereavements,  and  leave  only  the;  cherished 
memory  of  the  loved  and  lost,  and  the  solemn  pride  that 
must  be  yours  to  have  laid  so  costly  a  sacrifice  upoii  the  altar 
of  freedom. 

Y'ours,  very  sincerely  and  respectfully, 

A.  LINCOLN. 
To  Mrs.  BlXBT,  Boston,  Mass. 

TO  THE  NEW  ENG..AND  SOCIETY. 

E.XECDTivE  Mansion, 
Washinqto.n,  De.cimbe.r  19,  1S64. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  re 
ception  of  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  annual 
festival  of  the  New  England  Society  to  commemorate  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  on  Thursday,  the  22d  of  this 
mouth. 

My  duties  will  not  allow  me  to  avail  mj-self  of  your  kind- 
ness. 

I  cannot  but  congr.atulate  you  and  the  country,  however, 
upon  the  spectacle  of  duvoted  unanimity,  presented  by  the 
people  at  home,  the  citizens  tliat  furm  our  marching  col- 
umns, and  the  citizens  that  fill  our  S(iuadrons  on  tlie  sea, 
all  animated  by  the  same  determination  to  complete  the 
work  our  fathers  begin  and  transmitted. 

The  work  of  the  Plymouth  emigrants  was  the  glory  of 
their  age.  While  we  reverence  their  memory,  let  us  uot 
forget  how  vastly  greater  is  our  opportunity.  I  am,  very 
truly,  your  obedient  servant,  A.  LINCOLN. 

JoaEPH  H.  Cuoate,  Esq. 

TO  A  soldiers'  FAIR. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  December  19,  1864. 
To  the  Ladies  managinrj  the  Soldiers^  Fair  at  Springfield, 
Mass.  : 

Your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of  your 
fair  is  duly  received  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Ashnuiii.  Grate- 
ful for  the  compliment,  and  ever  anxious  to  aid  the  good 
cause  iu  which  you  are  engaged,  I  yet  am  compelled,  by 


public  duties  here,  to  decline.  The  recent  good  news  from 
Generals  Sherman.  Thomas,  and,  indeed,  from  neirly  all 
quarters,  will  be  far  better  than  my  presence,  apd  will  af- 
ford all  the  impulse  and  enthusiasm  you  will  need. 

Your  [ibedient  servant,  A.  LINCOLN. 

on  affairs  in  missouri. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  Fdiruaiy  20, 1865. 
His  Excellenc;/  Oryreirnor  Fletcher : 

It  seems  that  there  is  now  no  organized  military  force  of 
the  enemy  in  Missouri,  and  yet  that  destruction  of  property 
and  life  is  rampant  everywhere.  Is  uot  the  cure  for  this 
within  easy  reach  of  the  people  themselves  if  It  cannot 
but  be  that  every  man,  not  naturally  arobber  or  cut-throat, 
would  gladly  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things.  A  large 
majority  in  every  locality  must  feel  alike  upon  this  subject; 
and  if  so,  they  only  need  to  reach  an  underst.mding,  one 
with  another.  Eiich  leaving  all  others  alone  solves  the  pro- 
blem; and  surely  each  would  do  this  but  for  his  apprehen- 
sion that  others  will  not  leave  him  nlone.  Cannot  lliis  mis- 
chievous distrust  be  removed  ?  Let  neighborhood  meetings 
be  everywhere  called  and  held  of  all  enVrtainiug  a  sin'-ere 
purpose  for  mutual  security  in  the  future,  whatever  they 
may  heretofore  h.i  ve  thought,  said,  or  done  about  the  war  or 
about  anything  else.  Let  all  such  meet,  and,  waiving  all 
else,  jiledge  each  to  cease  harassing  others,  and  to  make 
common  cause  a^rainst  whoever  persists  in  making,  aiding, 
or  encouraging  further  disturbance.  The  practical  means 
they  will  best  know  how'  to  adopt  and  apply.  At  such 
meetings  old  frien<lships  will  cross  the  memory,  and  honor 
and  Christian  charity  will  come  iu  to  help. 

Pleasp  consider  whether  it  may  not  be  well  to  suggest 
this  to  the  uow  afflicted  people  of  Missouri. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 
ON   EMPLOYING   DISABLED    SOLDIERS. 
Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  March  1,  1865. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  your  address,  on  the  p:-irt  of 
the  Bureau  for  the  Employment  of  Disabled  and  Discharged 
Soldiers,  which  has  recently  been  established  in  connection 
with  I  he  Protective  War  Claim  Association  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission. 

It  gives  ine  pleasmre  to  assure  you  of  ray  hearty  concur- 
rence with  the  purposes  jou  announce,  and  I  shall  at  all 
times  be  I'eady  to  recognize  the  paramount  claims  of  the 
.soldiers  of  the  nation  in  the  disposition  of  public  trusts.  I 
shall  lie  glad,  al.so,  to  make  these  suggestions  to  the  sev- 
eral heads  of  depirtments. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  LINCOLN 
To  Lieut.  Gen   Winfield  Scott,  President;  Howard  Po^ 

ter,  W,M.  E  Dodge,  .Jr.,  Theo.  Roosevelt,  Esqs. 


ADDRESSES. 

AT    THE    CONSECRATION    OF   THE   NATIONAL  CEME- 
TKKY,    GETTYSBtTRG,    NOVEMBe'r    19,    1863. 

Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought  forth 
upon  this  continent  a  new  nation,  conceived  in  Liberty,  and 
dedic.ited  to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war,  testing  whether 
th.at  nation,  or  any  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated, 
can  lun^  endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that 
war.  Wo  are  met  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it  as  the  final 
resting  place  of  those  who  here  gave  their  lives  that  that 
nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that 
wo  should  do  this. 

Bnt  iu  a  lariier  sense  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot  con- 
secrate, we  cannot  hallow  this  ground.  The  brave  men, 
living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  consecrated  it  far 
above  our  power  to  add  or  detract.  The  world  will  little 
note  nor  long  remember  what  we  .say  here,  bnt  it  can  never 
forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to 
be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished  work  that  they  have 
thus  far  so  nobly  carried  on.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here 
dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us,  -  that  from 
these  honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  the  cause 
for  which  they  here  gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion, — 
that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  ihe  dead  shall  not  have 
died  in  vain,  that  the  n.ation  shall,  under  God,  have  a  new 
birth  of  freedom,  and  that  the  government  of  the  people, 
by  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the 
earth. 

TO  A  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  WOBKINGMEN'S 
REPUBLICAN    ASSOCIATION. 

1864,  Mnrch  21 — The  President,  replying  to 
their  address,  said  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Committee:  The  honorary  member- 
ship in  your  association  so  generously  tendered  is  gratefully 
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accepted.  Tou  comprehend,  as  your  address  sliows,  that  ] 
the  existing  rebellion  aieaus  more  and  tends  to  niore  than  i 
the  perpetuation  of  African  slavery ;  that  it  is  in  fact  a  war 
npon  the  rights  of  all  working  people.  Partly  to  show  that 
the  view  has  not  escaped  my  attention,  and  partly  that  I 
cannot  better  express  juyself,  I  read  a  passage  from  the 
message  to  Congress  in  December,  1861.  (See  pages  135, 
1.'.6.) 

The  views  then  expressed  remain  unchanged,  nor  have 
I  much  to  add.  None  are  so  deeply  interested  to  resist  the 
present  rebellion  as  the  working  people.  Let  them  beware 
of  prejudices  working  disunion  and  hostility  among  theui- 
Belves.  The  most  notable  feature  of  a  disturbance  in  your 
city  last  summer  was  the  hanging  of  some  working  people 
by  other  working  people.  It  should  never  be  so.  The 
Btrongest  bond  of  human  sympathy,  outside  of  the  family 
relation,  should  be  one  uniting  all  working  people,  of  all 
nations,  tongues,  and  kindreds.  .\or  should  this  lead  to  a 
war  upon  property  or  the  owners  of  property.  Property 
is  the  fruit  of  labor;  property  is  desirable;  is  a  positive 
good  in  the  world.  That  some  should  be  rich  shows  that 
others  may  be  -omo  rich,  aud  hence  is  just  encouragement 
to  industry  and  enterprise.  Let  not  him  who  is  houseless 
pull  down  the  house  of  another,  but  let  him  labor  diligently 
aud  build  one  for  himself;  thus  by  example  assuring  that 
hia  own  shall  be  safe  from  violence  when  built. 

TO    A   CLUB    OF    PENNSYLVANIANS. 

November  8 — The  President,  at  a  late  hour 
in  the  night,  was  serenaded  by  a  club  of  Pmn- 
sylvanians,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Friends  .4nd  Fellow-Citizens  :  Even  before  I  had  been 
informed  by  you  that  this  compliment  was  paid  me  by 
loyal  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  friendly  to  me,  I  had  in- 
terred that  you  were  of  that  portion  of  my  countrymen 
who  think  that  the  best  interests  of  the  nation  are  to  be 
subserved  by  the  support  of  the  present  Administration. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  yon  who  think  so  embrace  all 
the  patriotism  and  loyaltj-  of  the  country ;  but  I  do  believe, 
and,  I  trust,  without  personal  interest,  thai  the  welfare  of 
the  country  dnes  require  that  such  support  and  endorse- 
ment be  given. 

I  earnestly  believe  that  the  consequences  of  this  day's 
work  (if  it  be  as  you  assure,  and  as  now  seems  probable) 
will  be  to  the  lasting  advantage,  if  not  to  the  very  salva- 
tion, of  the  country.  I  cannot  at  this  hour  say  what  has 
been  the  result  of  the  election.  But  whatever  it  may  be. 
I  have  no  desire  to  modify  this  opinion,  that  all  who  have 
laboi  ed  to-day  in  behalf  of  the  Uuion  organization  have 
wrought  for  the  best  interests  of  their  country  and  the 
world,  not  only  for  the  present  but  for  all  future  ages. 

I  am  thankful  to  God  for  this  approval  of  the  people; 
but,  while  deeply  gratified  for  this  mark  of  their  confidence 
in  me.  if  I  know  my  heart,  my  gratitude  is  free  from  any 
taint  of  personal  triumph.  I  do  not  impugn  the  motives 
of  any  one  opposed  to  me.  It  is  no  pleasure  to  me  to  tri- 
umph over  any  one;  but  I  give  thanks  to  the  Almighty 
for  this  evidence  of  the  people's  resolution  to  stand  by  free 
government  and  the  rights  of  humanity. 

TO    SUNDRY    POLITICAL    CLUBS. 

November  10 — The  several  Lincoln  and  John- 
son Clubs  of  the  District  of  Columbia  called 
on  the  President,  and  gave  him  a  serenade  in 
honor  of  his  re-election.  There  was,  in  addi- 
tion, an  immense  concourse  of  spectators  of 
both  sf  xes  in  front  of  the  Executive  mansion. 

The  President  appeared  at  an  upper  window, 
and  when  the  cheers  with  which  he  was  greeted 
had  ceased,  he  spoke  as  follows  : 

It  has  long  been  a  grave  question  whether  any  Govern- 
ment, not  too  strong  for  the  liberties  of  its  people,  can  be 
strong  enough  to  maintain  its  existence  in  great  emer- 
gencies. 

On  this  point  the  present  rebellion  has  brought  our  Re- 
public to  a  .severe  test,  and  a  Presidential  election,  occurring 
in  regular  course  during  the  rebellion,  has  added  not  a 
little  to  the  strain.  If  the  loyal  people,  united,  were  put 
to  the  utmost  of  their  strength  by  the  rebellion,  must  they 
not  fail  when  divided,  and  partially  paralyzed  by  a  politi- 
cal war  among  themselves  ? 

But  the  election  was  a  necessity.  We  cannot  have  a  free 
Government  without  elections;  and  if  the  rebellion  could 
force  ns  to  forego  or  postpone  a  national  election,  it 
might  fairly  claim  to  have  already  conquered  and  ruined 
us. 

The  strife  of  the  election  is  but  human  nature  practi 
cally  applied  to  the  facts  in  the  ca-^e.  What  his  occurred 
in  thi.-^  case  must  ever  recur  in  similar  caies.     lluman   na- 


ture will  not  change  In  any  future  great  national  trial, 
compared  with  the  men  who  have  passed  through  this,  we 
shall  have  as  weak  and  as  strong,  as  silly  and  as  wjbc,  as 
bad  and  as  good.  Let  us  therefore  study  the  incidents  of 
this  as  philosoiihy  to  learn  wisdom  from,  and  none  of  them 
as  wrongs  to  be  revenareii.     [Cheers.] 

But  the  election,  along  with  its  incidental  and  tmdesired 
strife,  h;;s  done  good,  too.  It  has  demonstrated  that  a  peo- 
ple's Government  can  sustain  a  national  election  in  the 
midst  of  a  great  civil  war.  [Renewed  cheers.]  Until  now 
it  has  not  been  known  to  the  world  that  this  was  a  possi- 
bility. It  shows,  also,  how  sound  and  how  strong  we  still 
are.  It  shows  that,  even  amoug  candidates  of  the  same 
party,  he  who  is  most  devoted  to  the  Union,  and  most  op- 
posed to  treason,  can  receive  most  of  the  people's  vote. 
[.Applause.] 

It  shows,  also,  to  the  extent  yet  unknown,  that  we  have 
more  men  now  than  we  had  when  the  war  began.  Gold  is 
goodinits  place,  but  living,  brave,  patriotic  men,  are  better 
than  gold.    [Cheers  and  other  demonstrations  of  applause.] 

But  the  rebellion  continues;  and  now  that  the  election  is 
oVcr,  may  not  all  having  a  common  interest  re-unite  in  a 
common  effort  to  save  our  common  country?    [Cheers.  ] 

B'or  my  own  part,  I  have  striven,  and  shall  strive,  to  avoid 
placing  any  obstacle  in  the  way.  [Cheers.]  So  long  as  I 
have  been  hero  I  have  not  willingly  planted  a  thorn  in  any 
man's  bosom.  While  I  am  deeply  sensible  to  the  high  com- 
pliment of  a  re-election,  and  duly  grateful,  as  I  trust,  to 
Almighty  God  for  having  directed  my  countrymen  to  a 
right  conclusion,  as  I  think,  for  their  own  good,  it  addg 
nothing  to  my  satisfaction  that  any  other  man  may  be  dis- 
appointed or  pained  by  the  result.  [Cheers.]  May  I  ask 
those  who  have  not  differed  with  me  to  join  with  me  in  this 
samo  spirit  towards  those  who  have? 

And  now  let  me  close  by  asking  three  hearty  cheers  for 
our  brave  soldiers  and  seamen,  and  their  gallant  and  skil- 
ful commanders. 

TO    A   MARYLAND    COMMITTEE. 

November  17 — A  committee  of  Maryland 
Cnion  men  called  upon  the  President. 

W.  n.  Purnpll,Esq.,  in  behalf  of  theCommit^ee,  delivered 
an  address,  in  which  he  said  they  rejoiced  that  the  people, 
by  such  an  overwhelming  and  unprecedented  majority,  had 
again  re-elected  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency  and  endorsf:d 
his  course — elevating  him  to  the  proudest  and  most  honor- 
able position  on  earth.  They  felt  under  deep  obligation  to 
him,  because  he  had  appreciated  th.'ir  condition  as  a  Sla^e 
State.  It  was  not  too  much  to  say  that  by  the  exercise  of 
rare  discretion  on  his  part,  Maryland  to-day  occupies  her 
position  in  favor  of  freedom.  Slavery  has  been  abolished 
therefrom  by  the  sovereign  decree  of  the  people.  With  deep 
and  kusting  gratitude  they  desired  that  his  Administrition, 
ius  it  had  been  approved  in  the  past,  might  also  be  success- 
ful in  the  future,  and  result  in  the  restoration  of  the  Union, 
with  freedom  as  its  ininiutable  basis.  They  trusted  that  on 
retiring  from  his  high  and  honorable  position  the  universal 
verdict  might  be  that  he  deserved  well  of  mankind,  and 
that  favoring  heaven  might  "  crown  his  days  with  loving 
kindness  and  tender  mereies." 

The  PKESiDfixT,  in  reply,  said  he  had  to  confess  he  had 
been  duly  notified  of  the  intention  to  make  this  friendly 
call  some  days  ago,  and  in  this  he  had  had  a  fair  opportu- 
nity afforded  to  be  ready  with  a  set  speech ;  but  ho  had  not 
prepared  one,  being  too  busy  for  that  jnirpose.  He  would 
sa}',  1  owever,  that  he  was  gratified  with  the  result  of  the 
Presidential  election.  He  had  kept  as  near  as  he  could  to 
the  exercise  of  his  best  judgment  for  the  interest  of  the 
whole  country,  and  to  have  the  seal  of  approbation  stamped 
on  the  course  he  had  pursued  was  exceedingly  grateful  to 
his  feelings.  He  thought  he  could  say,  in  as  large  a  sense 
as  any  other  man.  that  his  ple;isure  consisted  in  belief  that 
the  policy  he  had  pursued  was  the  best,  if  not  the  only  one, 
for  the  safety  of  the  country. 

He  had  said  before,  and  now  repeated,  that  he  indulged 
in  no  feeling  of  triumph  over  any  man  who  thought  or 
acted  differently  from  himself,  lie  had  no  such  feeling 
towards  any  living  man.  When  he  thought  of  Maryland, 
in  particular,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  she  had  more  than 
double  her  share  in  what  had  occurred  in  the  recent  elec- 
tions. The  adoption  of  a  free  State  constitution  was  a 
greater  thing  than  the  part  taken  by  the  people  of  the 
State  in  the  Presidential  election.  He  would  any  day  have 
stipulated  to  lose  Maryland  in  the  Presidential  election  to 
save  it  by  the  adoption  of  a  free  State  constitution,  because 
the  Presidential  election  comes  every  four  years,  while  that  is 
a  thing  which,  being  done,  cannot  be  umlone.  lie  therefore 
thought  that  in  that  they  had  a  victory  for  the  right,  worth 
a  great  deal  more  than  their  jiart  in  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion, though  of  the  latrer  he  thought  highly.  He  had  once 
before  said,  but  would  say  again,  th.it  those  who  have  dif- 
fered with  us  and  opposed  ua  will  see  that  the  result  of  the 
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Presidential  election  is  better  for  their  own  good  than  if 
they  had  been  successful. 

Thanking  the  Committee  for  their  compliment,  he  brought 
his  brief  speech  to  a  close. 

ON  THE  ADOPTION  OF    THE  ANTI-SLAVERY  CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL   AMENDMENT. 

1865,  February  1 — A  large  delegation  called 
at  the  Execrutive  Mansion. 

After  the  band  had  played  one  or  two  favor- 
ite airs,  the  President  appeared  at  the  centre 
upper  window,  under  the  portico,  and  his  ap- 
pearance was  greeted  with  loud  cheers,  and 
when  they  had  subsided  the  President  said  he 
supposed  the  passage  through  Congress  of  the 
constitutional  amendment  for  the  abolishment 
of  slavery  throughout  the  United  States  was 
the  occasion  to  which  he  was  indebted  for  the 
houor  of  this  call.  [Applause.]  The  occasion 
was  one  of  congratulation  to  the  country  and 
the  whole  world.  But  there  is  a  task  yet  be- 
fore us — to  go  forward  and  have  consummated 
by  the  votes  of  the  States  th>it  which  Congress 
had  so  nobly  begun  yesterday.  [Applause, 
and  cries  of  "  They  will  do  it,"  &c.]  He  had 
the  honor  to  inform  those  present  that  Illinois 
had  already  to-day  done  the  work.  [Applause.] 
Maryland  was  about  half  through,  but  he  felt 
proud  that  Illinois  was  a  little  ahead.  He 
thought  the  measure  was  a  very  fitting,  if  not  ai\ 
indispensable,  adjunct  to  the  winding  up  of 
this  great  difficulty.  [Applause.]  He  wished 
the  reuniou  of  all  the  States  perfected,  and  so 
effected  as  to  remove  all  cause  of  disturbance 
in  the  future;  and  to  attain  this  end  it  was 
necessary  that  the  original  disturbing  cause 
should,  if  possible,  be  rooted  out. 

He  thought  all  would  bear  him  witness  that 
he  had  never  shrunk  from  doing  all  that  he  could 
to  eradicate  slavery  by  issuing  an  emancipation 
proclamation.  [Applause.]  But  that  j  recla- 
mation falls  far  short  of  what  the  amendment 
will  be  when  fully  consummated.  A  question 
might  be  ruised  whether  the  proclamation  was 
legally  valid.  It  might  be  urged  that  it  only 
aided  those  who  came  into  our  lines,  and  that 
it  was  inoperative  as  to  those  who  did  not  give 
themselves  up  ;  or  that  it  would  have  no  effect 
upon  the  children  of  slaves  bora  hereafter; 
in  fact,  it  would  be  urged  that  it  did  not  meet 
the  evil.  But  the  amendment  is  a  king's 
cure-all  for  all  the  tvils.  [Api)lause.]  It  winds 
the  whole  thing  up.  He  would  repeat  that  it 
was  the  fitting,  if  not  the  indispensable,  ad- 
junct to  the  consummation  of  the  great  game 
we  arc  playing.  He  could  not  but  congratu- 
late all  present,  himself,  the  country,  and 
the  whole  world  upon  this  great  moral  victory. 
In  conclusion,  he  thanked  those  present  for  the 
call. 

ON  BEING  OFFICIALLY  NOTIFIED  OF  RE-ELECTION. 
Having  served  four  years  in  the  deptlis  of  a  great  and 
yet  unemled  national  peril,  I  can  view  this  call  to  a  second 
term  in  nowise  more  flattering  to  myself  than  as  an  ex- 
pression of  the  public  judgment  that  I  may  better  finish  a 
diflicult  worli,  in  which  I  have  labored  from  the  first,  tlian 
could  any  one  less  severely  schooled  to  the  task.  In  this 
view  and  wth  assured  reliance  on  that  Almighty  Ruler 
who  has  so  graciously  sustjiined  us  thus  far,  and  with  in- 
creased gratitude  to  the  gi'nerous  iieople  for  their  ccjntinued 
confidence,  I  .accept  the  renewed  trust  with  its  yet  onerous 
and  perplexing  duties  and  responsibilities. 

PEESIDtINT      LINCOLN'S     SECOND    INAUGURAL     AD- 
DRESS,   MARCH    4,    1865. 
Fellow-Coc.nteymen  :  At  this  second  appearing  to  take 


the  oath  of  the  presidential  office,  there  is  less  occasion  for 
an  extended  address  tliati  there  was  at  the  first.  Then,  a 
statement,  somewhat  in  detail,  of  a  course  to  be  pursued, 
seemed  fitting  and  proper.  Now,  at  the  expiration  of  four 
years,  during  which  public  declarations  have  been  con- 
stantly called  forth  on  every  point  and  phase  of  the  great 
contest  wliicli  still  absorbs  the  attention  and  engrosses  the 
energies  of  the  nation,  little  that  is  new  could  be  pre- 
sented. The  progress  of  our  arms,  upon  which  all  else 
chiefly  depends,  is  as  well  known  to  the  public  as  to  my- 
self; and  it  is,  I  trust,  reasonably  satisfactory  and  encour- 
aging to  all.  With  high  hoi^e  for  the  future,  no  prediction 
in  regard  to  it  is  ventured. 

On  the  occasion  corresponding  to  this  four  years  ago,  all 
thoughts  were  anxiously  directed  to  an  impending  civil 
war.  All  dreaded  it — all  sought  to  avert  it.  While  the 
inaugural  address  was  being  delivered  from  this  place,  de- 
voted altogether  to  saving  the  Union  without  war,  insur- 
gent agents  were  in  the  city  seeking  to  destroy  it  without 
war — seeking  to  dissolve  the  Union,  and  divide  effects,  by 
negotiation.  Both  parties  deprecated  war;  but  one  of  them 
would  wiaie  war  rather  than  let  the  nati  n  survive;  and 
the  other  would  accept  war  rather  than  let  it  perish.  And 
the  war  came. 

One-eighth  of  the  whole  population  were  colored  slaves, 
not  distriljuted  generally  over  the  Union,  but  localized  in 
the  southern  part  of  it.  These  slaves  constituted  a  pecu- 
liar and  powerful  interest.  All  knew  that  this  interest 
was,  somehow,  the  cause  of  the  war.  To  strengthen,  per- 
petuate and  extend  this  interest  was  the  object  for  whidi 
tho  insurgents  would  rend  the  Union,  even  by  war;  while 
the  government  claimed  no  right  to  do  more  than  to  re- 
strict the  territorial  enlargement  of  it.  Neither  party  ex- 
pected for  the  war  the  magnitude  or  the  duration  which  it 
hiis  already  attained.  Neither  anticipated  that  the  catise 
of  the  conflict  might  cease  with,  or  even  before,  the  conflict 
itself  should  cease.  Each  looked  for  an  easier  triumph, 
and  a  result  less  fundamental  and  astounding.  Both  read 
tho  same  Bilile,  and  pray  to  the  same  God;  and  each  in- 
vokes His  aid  against  the  other.  It  may  seem  strange  that 
any  men  should  dare  to  ask  a  just  God's  assistance  in 
wringing  their  bread  from  the  sweat  of  other  men's  faces  ; 
but  let  us  judge  not,  that  we  be  not  judged.  The  pr.ayers 
of  both  could  not  be  answered — that  of  neither  has  been 
answered  fully.  The  Almighty  has  His  own  purposes. 
"Woe  unto  the  world  because  of  offences!  for  it  must 
needs  be  that  offences  come ;  but  woe  to  that  man  by  wliom 
tho  offence  comoth."  If  we  shall  suppose  that  American 
slavery  is  one  of  those  offences  which,  in  the  i)rovidence  of 
God,  must  need.>i  come,  but  which,  having  continued  through 
His  appointed  time,  lie  now  wills  to  remove,  and  that  lie 
gives  to  bolli  north  and  south  this  terrible  war,  as  the  woe 
due  to  those  by  whom  the  offence  came,  shall  we  discern 
therein  any  departure  from  those  divine  attributes  which 
the  believers  in  a  living  God  always  ascribe  to  Him  if  Fondly 
do  we  hope — fervently  do  we  pray — that  this  mighty 
scourge  of  war  may  speedily  pass  away.  Yet,  if  God  wills 
that  it  continue  until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  th?  bondman's 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  unrequited  toil  shall  he 
sunk,  and  until  every  drop  of  blood  drawn  wi,lh  the  lash 
shall  lie  paid  liy  another  drawn  with  the  Bwor^i,  as  was  siiiU 
three  thousand  years  ajio,  so  still  it  must  be  said,  ''The 
judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether." 

With  malice  toward  none;  with  charity  for  all;  with 
firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  tho  right,  let 
us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in  ;  to  bind  up  the 
nation's  wounds,  to  care  for  liim  who  shall  have  liorne  tlie 
battle,  and  for  his  widow,  and  his  orphan — to  do  all  which 
may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  a  lasting  peace  among 
ourselves,  and  with  all  nations. 

ON  THE   SLAVES    FIGHTING    FOR  THE  REBELS. 

1865,  March  17 — On  the  occasion  of  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  captured  rebel  flag  to  Gov.  Mor- 
ton, of  Indiana,  President  Lincoln  made  these 
remarks : 

Fellow-citizen-s:  A  few  words  only.  I  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, raised  in  Indiana,  reside  in  Illinois, and  nowhere, 
it  is  my  duty  to  care  equally  for  the  good  people  of  all  the 
States.  1  am  to-day  glad  of  seeing  it  in  the  power  of  an 
Indiana  regiment  to  present  this  captured  flag  to  the  good 
Governor  of  their  State.  And  yet  I  would  not  wish  to  com- 
pliment Indiana  above  other  States,  remembering  that  all 
have  done  so  well. 

There  are  but  few  aspects  of  this  great  war  on  which  I 
have  not  already  expressed  my  views  by  speaking  or  writ- 
ing. Tlirre  is  nnc — the  recent  effort  of  "  our  erring  breth- 
ren," sometimes  so  called,  to  emidny  the  slaves  in  their 
armies.  The  great  question  with  them  has  been,  "  will 
the  negro  fight  for  them?"  They  ought  to  know  better 
than  we.  and  doubtless  do  know  better  than  we.  I  may 
incidentally  remark,  however,  that  having  in  my  life  heard 
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manj  argrnments — or  strings  of  words  meant  to  pass  for 
arguments — intended  to  show  that  the  negro  ought  to  be  a 
slave;  that  if  he  shall  now  really  fight  to  keep  himself  a 
slave,  it  will  be  a  far  better  argument  why  he  should  re- 
main a  slave  than  I  have  ever  before  heard. 

He,  perhaps,  ought  to  be  a  slave,  if  he  desires  it  ardently 
enough  to  fight  for  it.  Or,  if  one  out  of  four  will,  for  his 
own  freedom,  fight  to  keep  the  other  three  in  slaverj',  he 
ought  to  be  a  slave  for  his  selfish  meanness.  1  have  always 
thought  that  all  men  should  be  free  ;  but  if  any  sliould  be 
slaves,  it  should  be  fii  st  those  who  desire  it  for  tfiemsdve.s, 
and  secondly  those  who  desire  it  for  athers.  Whenever  I 
hear  any  one  arguing  for  slavery,  I  feel  a  strong  impulse  to 
Bee  it  tried  on  him  personally. 

There  is  one  thing  about  the  negro's  fighting  for  the 
rebels  which  we  can  know  as  well  as  they  can ;  and  that  is 
that  they- cannot  at  the  same  time  fight  in  their  armies  and 
Btay  at  home  and  make  bread  for  them.  And  this  being 
known  and  reniembtyed,  we  can  have  but  little  concern 
whether  they  become  soldiers  or  not.  I  am  rather  in  favor  of 
the  measure,  and  would  at  any  time,  if  I  could,  have  loaned 
them  a  vote  to  carry  it.  We  have  to  reach  the  bottom  of 
the  insurgent  resources  ;  and  that  they  employ,  or  seriously 
think  of  employing  the  slaves  as  soldiers,  gives  us  glimpses 
of  the  bottom.  Therefore  I  am  glad  of  what  we  learn  on 
this  subject. 

ON    VICTORY   AND    RKCONSTRUCTION. 

1865,  April  11— After  the  fall  of  Richmond 
and  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  President  Lincoln  was  called  upon 
in  Washington,  and  made  these  remarks  : 

We  meet  this  evening  not  in  sorrow,  but  in  gladness  of 
heart.  The  evacuation  of  Petersburg  and  Kichmoud,  and 
the  surrender  of  the  principal  insurgent  army,  give  hope 
of  a  righteous  and  speedy  peace,  whose  joyous  expression 
cannot  be  restrained.  In  the  midst  of  this,  however,  He 
from  whom  all  blessings  flow  must  not  be  f  irgotten.  A 
call  for  a  national  thanksgiving  is  being  prepared, and  will 
be  duly  promulgated.  Nor  must  those  whose  harder  part 
give  us  the  cause  of  rejoicing  be  overlooked.  Their  honors 
must  not  be  parcelled  out  with  others.  I  myself  was  near 
the  front,  and  had  the  high  pleasure  of  transmitting  much 
of  the  good  news  to  you ;  but  no  part  of  the  honor,  for  plan 
or  execution,  is  mine.  To  Gen.  Urant,  his  skilful  ofliccrs 
and  brave  men,  all  belongs.  The  gallant  navy  stood  ready, 
but  was  not  in  reach  to  take  active  part. 

By  these  recent  successes,  the  re-inauguration  of  the  na- 
tional authority,  reconstruction,  which  has  had  a  large 
share  of  thought  from  the  first,  is  pressed  much  more 
closely  upon  our  attention.  It  is  fraught  with  great  difli- 
culty.  Unlike  the  case  of  a  war  between  independent  na- 
tions, there  is  no  authoi-ized  organ  fur  us  to  treat  with.  No 
one  man  has  authority  to  give  up  the  rebellion  for  any 
Other  man.  We  simply  must  begin  with  and  mould  from 
disorganized  and  discordant  elements.  Nor  is  it  a  small 
additional  embarrassment  that  we,  the  loyal  people,  diti'er 
among  ourselves  as  to  the  mode,  manner,  and  means  of  re- 
construction. 

As  a  general  rule,  I  abstain  from  reading  the  reports  of 
attacks  upon  myself,  wishing  not  to  be  provoked  by  that  to 
which  I  cannot  properly  offer  an  answer.  In  spite  of  this 
precaution,  however,  it  comes  to  my  knowledge  that  I  am 
much  censured  from  some  supposed  agency  in  setting  up 
and  seeking  to  sustain  the  new  State  government  of  Louisi- 
ana. In  this  I  have  done  just  so  much  as,  and  no  more 
than,  the  public  knows.  In  the  annual  message  of  De- 
cember, 1863,  and  accompanying  proclamation,  I  presented 
a  plan  of  reconstruction  (as  the  phrase  goes)  which  I  prom- 
ised, if  adopted  by  any  State,  should  be  acceptable  to,  and 
sustained  by  ithe  Executive  Government  of  the  nation.  I 
distinctly  stated  that  this  was  not  the  only  plan  which 
might  possibly  be  acciptable;  and  I  also  distinctly  pro- 
tested that  the  Executive  claimed  no  right  to  say  when  or 
whether  members  should  be  admitted  to  seats  in  Congress 
from  such  States.  This  plan  was,  in  advance,  submitted  to 
the  then  Cabinet,  and  distinctly  approved  by  every  mem- 
ber of  it.  One  of  them  suggested  that  I  should  then,  and 
in  that  connection,  apply  the  Emancipation  Proclamation 
to  the  theretofore  excepted  parts  of  A'irginiaand  Louisiana; 
that  1  should  drop  the  suggestion  about  apprenticeship  for 
freed  people,  and  that  I  should  omit  tho  protest  against  my 
own  power,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  members  of  Con- 
gress ;  but  even  he  approved  every  part  and  parcel  of  the 
plan  which  has  since  been  employed  or  touched  by  the  ac- 
tion of  Louisiana. 

The  new  Constitution  of  Louisiana,  declaring  emancipa- 
tten  for  the  whole  State,  practically  applies  the  proclama- 
tion to  the  part  previously  excepted.  It  does  n  t  adopt 
apprenticeship  for  freed  people,  and  it  is  silent,  as  it  could 
not  well  be  othei-wise,  about  the  admission  of  members  to 
Congress.  So  that,  as  it  applies  to  Louisiana,  every  mem- 
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her  of  the  Cabinet  fully  approted  the  plan.  The  message 
went  to  Congress,  and  I  received  many  commendations  of 
the  plan,  written  and  verbal;  and  not  a  single  objention  to 
it,  from  any  professed  emancipationist,  came  to  my  knowl- 
edge, until  after  the  news  reached  Washington  that  the 
people  of  Louisiana  had  begun  to  move  in  accordance  with 
it.  From  about  July,  1862, 1  had  corresponded  with  differ- 
ent persons  supposed  to  be  interested,  seeking  a  reconstruc- 
tion of  a  State  government  for  Louisiana.  When  the  mes- 
sage of  1863,  with  the  plan  before  mentioned,  reached  New 
Orleans,  Gen.  Banks  wrote  me  he  was  confident  that  the 
people,  with  his  military  co-operation,  would  reconstruct 
substantially  on  that  plan.  I  wrote  him  and  some  of  them 
to  try  it.  They  tried  it,  and  the  result  is  known.  Such 
only  has  been  my  agency  in  getting  up  the  Louisiana  gov- 
ernment. As  to  sustaining  it,  my  promise  is  out,  as  before 
stated.  Bui  as  bad  promises  are  better  broken  than  kept, 
I  shall  treat  this  as  a  bad  promise  and  break  it  whenever 
I  shall  be  convinced  that  keeping  it  is  adverse  to  the  pub- 
lic interest.     But  I  have  not  yet  been  so  convinced. 

I  have  been  shown  a.  letter  on  this  subject,  supposed  to 
be  an  able  one,  in  which  the  writer  expresses  regret  that 
my  mind  has  not  seemed  to  be  definitely  fixed  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  seceded  States,  so-called,  are  in  the 
Union  or  out  of  it.  It  would,  perhaps,  add  astonishment 
to  his  regret  were  he  to  learn  that,  sine*  I  have  found  pro- 
fessed Union  men  endeavoring  to  make  that  question,  I 
have  purposfly  forborne  any  public  expression  upon  it.  As 
appears  to  me,  that  question  has  not  been,  nor  yet  is,  a 
practically  material  one,  and  that  any  discussion  of  it, 
while  it  thus  remains  practically  immaterial,  could  have 
no  effect  other  than  tho  mischievous  one  of  dirlding  our 
friends.  As  yet,  whatever  it  may  hereafter  become,  that 
question  is  bad,  as  the  basis  of  a  controversy,  and  good  for 
nothing  at  all — a  merely  pernicious  abstraction.  We  all 
agree  that  the  seceded  States,  so-called,  are  out  of  theii 
proper  i)ractical  relation  with  the  Union,  and  that  the  sole 
object  of  the  Government,  civil  and  military,  in  regard  to 
those  States,  is  to  again  get  them  into  that  proper  practical 
relation.  I  believe  it  is  not  only  possible,  but  in  fact  eiisier 
to  do  this  without  deciding,  or  even  considering,  whether 
these  States  have  ever  been  out  of  the  Union,  than  with  it. 
Finding  themselves  safely  at  home,  it  would  be  utterly  im- 
material whether  they  had  ever  been  abroad.  Let  us  all 
join  in  doing  the  a'lts  necessary  to  restoring  the  proper 
practical  relations  between  these  States  and  the  Union,  and 
each  forever  after  innocently  indulge  his  own  opinion 
whether,  in  doing  the  acts,  he  brought  the  States  from  with- 
out into  the  Union,  or  only  gave  them  proper  assistance, 
they  never  having  been  out  of  it. 

Ilie  amount  of  constituency,  so  to  speak, on  which  the 
new  Louisiana  government,  rests,  would  be  more  satisfac- 
tory to  all  if  it  Contained  fifty,  thirty,  or  even  twenty  thou- 
sand, Instead  of  only  about  twelve  thousand,  as  it  really 
does.  It  is  also  unsatisfactory  to  some  that  the  elective 
franchise  is  not  given  to  tho  colored  man.  I  would  myself 
prefer  that  it  were  now  conferred  on  the  very  intelligent, 
and  on  those  who  serve  our  cause  as  soldiers.  Still  the 
question  is  not  whether  the  Louisiana  government,  as  it 
stands,  is  quite  all  that  is  desirable.  The  question  is: 
"  Will  it  be  wiser,  take  it  as  it  is,  and  help  to  improve  it, 
or  to  reject  and  disperse  it?"  '■  Can  Louisiana  be  brought 
into  proper  practical  relation  with  tho  Union  sooner  hy  su3- 
tainiiiij  or  by  discarding  her  now  State  government  ?" 

Some  twelve  thousand  voters  in  tho  heretofore  slave  State 
of  Louisiana  have  sworn  allegiance  to  the  Union,  assumed 
to  be  tho  rightful  political  power  of  the  State,  held  elec- 
tions, organized  a  State  government,  adopted  a  free  State 
constitution,  giving  the  benefit  of  public  schools  equally  to 
black  and  white,  and  emp  iwering  the  Legislature  to  confer 
tho  elective  franchise  upon  the  colored  man.  Their  Legis- 
lature has  already  voted  to  ratify  the  constitutional  amend- 
ment recently  passed  by  Congress,  abolishing  slavery 
throughout  the  n.'ition.  These  twelve  thousand  persijnsare 
thus  folly  committed  to  the  Union,  and  to  perpetual  free- 
dom in  the  State;  committed  to  the  very  things  and  nearly 
all  the  things  the  nation  wants,  and  they  ask  tho  nations 
recognition  and  its  assistance  to  make  good  that  committal. 
Now,  if  we  reject  and  spurn  them,  we  do  our  utmost  to 
disorganize  and  disperse  them.  We,  in  efl'ect,  say  to  the 
white  men,  "  You  are  worthless,  or  woise;  we  will  neither 
help  j'ou,  nor  be  helped  by  you."  To  the  blacks  we  say, 
"  This  cup  of  Liberty  which  these,  your  old  masters,  hold 
to  your  lips,  we  will  dash  from  you,  and  leave  you  to  the 
chances  of  gathering  the  spilled  and  scattered  contents  in 
some  vague  and  undefined  when,  where,  and  how."  If  this 
course,  discouraging  and  paralyzing  both  white  and  black, 
has  any  tendency  to  bring  Louisiana  into  proper  practical 
relations  with  the  Union,  I  have,  so  far,  been  unable  to 
perceive  it.  If,  on  the  cotitrary,  we  recognize  and  sustain 
the  new  goverument  of  Louisiana,  the  converse  of  all  this 
is  made  true. 

We  encourage  the  hearts  and  nerve  the  arms  of  the  twelve 
thousand  to  adhere  to  their  work  and  argue  for  it,  and  prose- 
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lyte  for  it,  and  fight  for  it,  and  feed  it.  and  grow  it,  and 
ripen  it  to  a  complete  success.  The  colored  man,  too,  seeing 
all  united  for  him,  is  inspired  with  vigilance,  and  energy, 
and  daring  to  the  same  end.  Grant  that  he  desires  the 
elective  franchise,  will  he  not  attain  it  sooner  by  saving 
the  already  advanced  steps  toward  it  than  by  running  back- 
ward over  tliem  ?  Concede  that  the  new  government  of 
LouLsiiina  is  only  to  what  it  should  be  as  the  egg  is  to  the 
fowl;  we  shall  sooner  have  the  fowl  by  hatching  the  egg 
than  by  smashing  it.  Again,  if  we  reject  Louisiana,  we 
also  reject  one  vote  in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  National  Constitution.  To  meet  this  proposition  it 
has  been  argued  that  no  more  than  three-fourths  of  those 
States  which  have  not  attempted  secession  are  necessary 
to  validly  ratify  the  amendment.  I  do  not  commit  myself 
against  this  further  than  to  say  that  such  a  ratification 
would  be  questionable,  and  sure  to  be  persistently  ques- 
tioned; whilst  a  ratification  by  three-fourths  of  all  the 
States  would  be  unquestioned  and  unquestionable. 

I  repeat  the  quettion,  "Can  Louisiana  be  brought  into 
proper  practical  relation  with  the  Union  sooner  by  sustain- 
iny  or  by  discarding  her  new  State  government  ?"  What  has 
been  said  of  Louisiana  will  apply  generally  to  other  States. 
And  yet  so  great  peculiarities  pertain  to  each  State,  and 
such  important  and  sudden  changes  occur  in  the  same 
State,  and,  withal,  so  new  and  unprecedented  is  the  whole 
case,  that  no  exclusive  and  inflexible  plan  can  safely  be  pre 
scribed  as  to  details  and  collaterals.  Such  exclusive  and 
inflexible  plan  would  surely  become  a  new  entanglement. 
Important  jjrinciples  may,  and  must,  be  inflexible. 

In  the  present  situation,  as  the  phrase  goes,  it  may  be 
my  duty  to  make  some  new  announcement  to  the  people 
of  the  South.  I  am  considering,  and  shall  not  fail  to  act 
when  satisfied  that  action  will  be  proper.* 

PRESIDENT  Lincoln's  second  cabinet. 

Secretary  of  State — William  H.  Seward,  of 
New  York. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Hugh  McCulloch, 
of  Indiana. 

Secretary  of  War —  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  of 
Ohio. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy — Gideon  Welles,  of 
Connecticut. 

Secretary  of  the  Interior — John  P.  Usher,  of 
Indiana ;  to  be  succeeded.  May  15,  by  James 
Harlan,  of  Iowa. 

Attorney  General — James  Speed,  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Postmaster  General — William  Dennison,  of 
Ohio. 

DEATH  OF  PRESIDENT  LINCOLW. 

1865,  April  15 — President  Lincoln  died  in 
Washington  city,  at  twenty-two  minutes  past 
seven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  wounds  inflicted  the 
night  before  by  an  assassin,  supposed  to  be 
John  Wilkes  Booth. 

Same  day — Andrew  Johnson,  Vice  Pre  i- 
dent,  qualified  as  President,  Chief  Justice 
Chase  having  administered  the  oath  of  ofiice. 

Second  Rebel  Congress—Second  Ses- 
sion. 

Met  ia  Richmond  Monday,  November  7,  1864. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS'S  MESSAGE. 

******* 
employment  of  slaves. 

The  employment  of  slaves  for  service  with  the  army  as 
teamsters  or  cooks,  or  in  the  way  of  work  upon  fortifica- 
tions, or  in  the  Government  work  shops,  or  in  hospitals, 
and  other  similar  duties,  was  authorized  by  the  act  of  17th 
February  last,  and  provision  wan  made  for  their  impress- 
ment to  a  number  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand,  if  it 
should  be  found  impracticable  to  obtain  them  by  contract 
with  theowners.  The  law  contemplated  the  hiring  only  of 
the  labor  of  these  slaves,  and  imposed  on  the  Government 
the  liability  to  pay  for  the  value  of  such  as  might  be  lost 


*  For  this  corrected  copy  of  his  last  speech  I  am  indebt- 
ed, through  a  mutual  friend,  to  President  Lincoln,  who  fre- 
quently rendered  me  essential  service  by  giving  facilities 
for  obtaining  accurate  copies  of  important  papers. 


to  the  owners  from  casualties  resulting  from  their  employ* 
nient  in  the  service. 

This  act  has  produced  less  result  than  was  anticipated, 
and  further  provision  is  required  to  lender  it  eflicacious. 
But  my  pi  eseut  purpose  is  to  invite  your  consideration  to 
the  propriety  of  a  radical  modification  in  the  theory  of  the 
law. 

THE    LAW    ON    THE    SUBJECT. 

Viewed  merely  a.s  property,  and  therefore  as  the  subject 
of  impressment,  the  service  or  lalior  of  the  slave  has  been 
frequently  claimed  for  short  periods  in  the  construction  of 
deteusivo  works.  The  slave,  however,  bears  another  rela- 
tion to  the  State — that  of  a  person.  The  law  of  last  Febru- 
ary contemplates  only  the  relation  of  the  slave  to  the  mas- 
ter, and  limits  the  impressment  to  a  certain  term  of  service. 
But  fur  the  purposes  enumerated  in  the  act,  instruction  in 
the  manner  of  encamping,  marching,  and  parking  trains  is 
needful,  so  that,  even  in  this  limited  employment,  length  of 
service  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  negro's  labor. 
Hazard  is  also  encountered  in  all  the  positions  to  which  the 
negroes  can  be  assigned  for  service  with  the  army,  and  the 
duties  required  of  them  demand  loyalty  and  xeal 

In  this  aspect  the  relation  of  person  predominates  so  far 
as  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  the  private  right  of  jirop- 
erty  can  consistently  and  beneficially  be  continued,  and  it 
would  seem  proper  to  ai-quire  for  the  public  service  the 
entire  property  in  the  labor  of  the  slave,  and  to  pay  there- 
for due  conipensalion,  rather  than  to  impress  his  labor  for 
short  terms;  and  this  the  more  especially  as  the  effect  of 
the  presient  law  would  vest  this  entire  property  in  all  cases 
where  the  slave  might  be  recaptured  after  compensation 
for  his  loss  had  been  paid  to  the  private  owner 

Whenever  the  entire  property  in  the  service  of  a  slave  is 
thus  acquired  by  the  Government,  the  question  is  presented 
by  what  tenure  he  should  be  held.  Should  he  be  retained 
in  servitude,  or  should  his  emancipation  be  held  out  to  him 
as  a  reward  for  laithlul  service,  or  should  it  be  granted  at 
once  on  the  promise  of  such  service?  and  if  emancipated, 
what  action  should  be  taken  to  secure  for  the  freedman  the 
permission  of  the  State  from  which  he  was  drawn  to  reside 
within  its  limits  after  the  close  of  his  public  service?  The 
permission  would  doubtless  be  more  readily  accorded  as  a 
reward  for  jijist  faithful  service,  and  a  double  mouve  for 
zealous  discharge  of  duty  would  thus  be  <  ITered  to  those 
employed  by  the  Government,  their  freedom,  and  the  grati- 
fication of  the  local  attachment  which  is  so  marked  a 
characteristic  of  the  negro,  and  forms  so  powerful  an  in- 
centive to  his  action. 

DAVIS    OPPOSED    TO    IMMEDIATE    EMANCIPATION. 

The  policy  of  engaging  to  liberate  the  negro  on  his  dis- 
charge after  service  faithfully  rendered  seems  to  me  prefer- 
able to  that  of  granting  immediate  manuraiasion,  or  that  of 
retaining  him  in  servitude.  If  this  policy  should  recom- 
meud  itself  to  the  judgment  of  Congress,  it  is  suggested 
that,  in  addition  to  the  duties  heretofore.performed  by  the 
slave,  he  might  be  advantageotisly  employed  as  pioneer  and 
engineer  laborer,  and  in  that  event,  that  the  uuniber  should 
be  augmented  to  forty  thousand. 

A    DISTINCTION   DRAWN. 

Beyond  this  limit  and  these  employments,  it  does  not 
seem  to  nie  desirable,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  go. 
A  broad,  moral  distinction  exists  between  the  use  of  slaves 
as  soldiers  in  defence  of  their  homes  and  the  incitement 
of  the  same  persons  to  insnnection  against  their  masters. 
The  one  is  justifiable,  if  necessary:  the  other  is  iniquitous 
and  unworthy  of  a  civilized  people;  and  such  is  the  judg- 
ment of  all  writers  on  public  law,  as  well  as  that  expressed 
and  insistrd  on  by  our  enemies  in  all  wars  prior  to  that  now 
waged  against  us.  By  none  have  the  practices,  of  which 
they  are  now  guilty,  been  denounced  with  greater  severity 
than  by  themselves  in  the  two  wars  with  Great  Britain  ia 
the  last  and  in  the  pn-sent  century;  and  in  the  Declaration 
of  Indi'pendence  of  177t>,  when  enumeration  was  made  of 
the  wrongs  which  justified  the  revolt  from  Great  Britain, 
the  climax  of  atrocity  was  deemed  to  be  reached  only  when 
the  Knglish  monarch  was  denounced  us  having  "excited 
domestic  insurrection  amongst  us." 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  SLAVES  AS   SOLDIERS DAVI8 

OPPOSES  A  GENERAL  LAW. 

Tlie  subject  is  to  be  viewed  by  us,  therefore,  solely  in  the 
light  of  policy  and  our  social  economy.  When  so  regarded, 
I  mnst  dissent  from  those  who  advise  a  general  levy  and 
arming  of  the  slaves  for  the  duty  of  soldiers.  Until  our 
white  population  shall  prove  insufficient  for  the  armies  we 
require  and  can  afford  to  have  in  the  field,  to  employ,  as  a 
soldier,  the  negro  who  has  merely  been  trained  to  labor, 
and  as  a  laborer,  the  white  man,  accustomed  from  his  yonth 
to  the  use  of  fire-arms,  would  scarcely  bo  deemed  wise  or 
advantageous  by  any ;  and  this  is  the  question  now  before 
us.    But  should  the  alternative  ever  be  presented  of  subjo- 
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fation  or  of  the  eraplo>Tnent  of  the  slave  as  a  soldier,  there 
eeems  no  reason  to  doubt  whtit  should  then  lie  our  decision. 
Whether  our  riew  embraces  what  would,  in  so  extreme  a 
case,  be  the  sum  of  misery  entailed  liy  the  ttominion  of  the 
euemy  or  to  be  restricted  solely  to  the  welfare  and  happi- 
Dess  of  the  negro  population  themselves,  the  result  wuuld 
be  the  same.  The  appalliug  demoralization,  sutfering,  dis- 
ease and  death  which  have  been  caused  by  partially  substi- 
tuting the  invader's  sj'stem  of  policy  for  the  kind  relation 
previously  subsisting  between  the  master  and  slave,  have 
been  a  sufficient  demonstration  that  external  interference 
with  our  institution  of  domestic  slavery  is  productive  of 
evil  only.  If  the  subject  involved  no  other  consideration 
than  the  mere  right  of  property,  the  sacrifices  heretofore 
made  by  our  people  have  been  such  as  to  permit  no  doubt 
of  their  readiness  to  surrender  every  possession  in  order  to 
fit  cure  their  independence. 

REBEL  CAKE   OF    THE  AFRICAN. 

But  the  social  and  political  question,  which  is  exclusively 
under  the  control  of  the  several  States,  has  a  far  wider  and 
more  enduring  importance  than  that  of  pecuniary  interest 
In  its  manifold  phase,  it  embraces  the  stability  of  our  re- 
publican institutions,  resting  on  the  actual  political  equality 
of  all  its  citizens,  and  includes  the  fulfillment  of  the  task 
which  has  been  so  happily  begun,  that  of  Christianizing  and 
improving  the  condition  of  the  Africans  who  have,  by  the 
will  of  Hiovidence,  been  placed  in  our  charge.  Comparing 
the  resulcs  of  our  own  experience  with  those  of  the  experi- 
ments of  others,  who  have  borne  similar  relation  to  the 
African  race,  the  people  of  the  several  States  of  the  Con- 
federacy have  abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  past, 
and  to  use  the  greatest  circumspection  in  determining  their 
course. 

These  considerations,  however,  are  rather  applicable  to 
the  improbable  contingency  of  our  need  of  resorting  to  this 
element  of  resistance  than  to  our  present  condition.  If  the 
recommendation  above  made,  for  the  training  of  forty 
thousand  negroes  for  the  service  indicated  shall  meet  your 
approbation,  it  is  certain  that  even  this  limited  number,  by 
their  preparatory  training  in  intermediate  duties,  would 
form  a  more  valuable  reserve  force,  in  case  of  urgency, 
than  threefold  their  number  suddenly  called  from  field 
labor;  while  a  fresh  levy  could,  to  a  certain  extent,  supply 
their  places  in  the  special  service  for  which  they  are  now 
employed. 

NEGOTIATIONS   FOR   PEACE. 

The  disposition  of  this  government  for  a  peaceful  solu- 
tion of  the  issues  which  the  enemy  has  referred  to  the  arbi- 
trament of  amis  has  been  too  often  manifested  and  is  too 
well  known  to  need  new  assurances.  But  while  it  is  true 
that  individuals  and  parties  in  the  United  States  have 
indicated  a  desire  to  substitute  reason  for  force,  and  by 
negotiation  to  stop  the  further  sacrifice  of  human  life,  and 
to  arrest  the  calamitiis  which  now  afflict  both  countries, 
the  authorities  who  control  tlje  government  of  our  enemies 
have  too  often  and  too  clearly  expressed  their  resolution 
to  make  no  peace  except  on  terms  of  our  unconditional 
submission  and  degradation,  to  leave  us  any  hope  of  the 
cessatiim  of  hostilities  until  the  delusion  of  their  ability  to 
conquer  us  is  dispelled.  Among  those  who  are  already  dis- 
posed for  peace,  many  are  actuated  by  principle  and  by  dis- 
approval and  abhorrence  of  the  iniquitous  warfare  that 
their  government  is  waging,  while  others  are  moved  by  the 
conviction  that  it  is  no  longer  to  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  continue  a  struggle  in  which  success  is  unat- 
tainable. 

Whenever  this  fast  growing  conviction  shall  have  taken 
firm  root  in  the  minds  of  a  majority  of  the  Northern  peo- 
ple, there  will  be  produced  that  willingness  to  negotiate 
for  peace  which  is  now  confined  to  our  side.  Peace  is  man- 
ifestly impossible  unless  desired  by  both  parties  to  this 
wai .  and  the  disposition  for  it  among  our  enemies  will  be 
best  and  most  certainly  evoked  by  the  demonstration  on 
our  part  of  ability  and  unshaken  determination  to  defend 
our  rights,  and  to  hold  no  earthly  price  too  dear  for  thiir 
purchase.  Whenever  there  shall  be,  on  the  part  ot  our 
enemies,  a  desire  for  peace,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
finding  means  by  which  negotiation  can  be  opened;  but  it 
is  obvious  that  no  agency  can  be  called  into  action  until 
this  desire  shall  be  mutual.  When  that  contingency  shall 
happen,  the  government,  to  which  is  confided  the  treaty- 
making  power,  can  be  at  no  loss  for  means  adapted  to 
accomplish  so  desirable  an  end. 

In  the  hope  that  the  day  will  soon  be  reached  when, 
under  Divine  favor,  these  States  may  be  allowed  to  enter 
on  their  former  peaceful  pursuits,  and  to  develop  the  abun- 
dant natural  resources  with  which  they  are  blessed,  let  us 
then  raeolutely  continue  to  devote  our  united  and  unim- 
paired energies  to  the  defence  of  our  homes,  our  lives,  and 
our  liberties.  This  is  the  true  path  to  peace.  Let  us  tread 
it  with  confidence  in  the  assured  result. 

JEiFEESON  DAVIS. 


CHANGES  IN  LIST  OF  SENATORS  AND  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. 

The  changes  from  the  list,  as  found  on  pago 
402,  are  these  : 

IN  SENATE. 

Missmiri — Reorge  G.  Test,  appointed  by  Gov.  Reynolds,  In 

place  of  L.  M.  Louis. 
North  Carolina — The  Legislature,  at  its  late  session,  elected 

Thomas  S.  Ashe  as  successor  of  Mr.  Dortch,  for  the  next 

Congress. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENHTIVES.* 

Tenmssee — Henry  S.  Foote  abandoned  his  seat,  came  within 

our  lines,  and  is  now  in   Europe.    lie  was  expelled 

from  the  House — yeas  73,  nays  0. 
Alabama — William  R.  Smith  announced  his  withdrawal, 

but  the  next  day  withdrew  it  and  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Cobb  has  died  since  expulsion.    Uis  vacancy  has 

not  been  filled. 

THE  NEGFO  SOLDIER  BILL. f 

The  following  bill  passed  both  Houses: 

A  Bill  to  increase  the  military  forces  of  the  Confederate 
States. 
The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do 
enact.  That  in  order  to  provide  additional  forces  to  repel 
invasion,  maintain  the  rightful  possession  of  the  Confede- 
rate States,  secure  their  independence  and  preserve  their 
institutions,  the  President  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  ask  for  and  accept  from  the  owners  of  slaves  the  ser- 
vices of  such  number  of  able-bodied  negro  men  as  he  may 

*  A  bill  passed  the  Congress  postponing  the  election  for 
Representatives  in  Missouri  for  the  next  Congress  until 
November  next ! 

f  General  Lee's  letter  on  the  subject : 

HE.tDQUARTERS  C.  S.  ARMIES,  February  18. 
Hon.  E.  BarksiiALE,  Houseof  Repret-entative-f, Michmond: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  with  reference  to  the  em- 
ployment of  negroes  as  soldiers.  I  think  the  measure  not 
only  expedient  but  necessary.  The  enemy  will  certainly 
use  them  against  us,  if  he  can  get  possession  of  them;  and, 
as  his  present  num<  deal  superiority  will  enable  him  to  |iene- 
trate  many  parts  of  the  coiintrj-,  I  cannot  see  the  wisdom  of 
the  policy  of  holding  them  to  await  his  arrival,  when  we 
may,  by  timely  action  and  judicious  management,  use  them 
to  arrest  his  progress.  I  do  not  think  that  our  white  popu- 
lation can  supply  the  necessities  of  a  long  war,  without 
overtaxing  its  capacity,  and  imposing  great  suffering  on  our 
people;  and  I  believe  that  we  should  provide  for  a  pro- 
tracted str  uggle,  not  merely  for  .a  battle  or  a  campaign. 
In  answer  to  your  second  question,  I  can  only  say  that,  ia 
my  opinion,  the  negroes,  under  proper  circumstances,  will 
make  efficient  soldiers.  I  think  we  could  at  least  do  as 
well  with  them  as  the  enemy,  and  he  attaches  great  im- 
portance to  their  assistance.  Under  good  officers  and  good 
instruction  I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not  become  sol- 
diers. They  possess  all  the  physical  qualification,  and  their 
habits  of  obedieiiceconstitute  a  gofid  foundation  for  dis- 
cipline. They  furnish  more  promising  material  than  many 
armies  of  which  we  read  in  history,  which  owed  their  effici- 
ency to  discipline  alone.  I  think  those  who  are  employed 
should  be  freed.  It  would  be  neither  just  nor  wise,  iu  my 
opinion,  to  require  them  to  remain  as  slaves.  The  best 
course  to  pursue,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  to  call  for  such 
as  are  willing  to  come  with  the  consent  of  their  owners. 
An  impressment  or  draft  would  not  be  likely  to  bring  out 
the  best  class,  and  this  course  would  make  the  war  more 
distasteful  to  them  and  their  owners.  I  have  no  doubt 
that,  if  Congress  would  authoiiy.e  their  reception  into  the 
service,  and  empower  the  President  to  call  upon  individuals 
or  States  for  such  as  they  are  willing  to  contribute,  with 
the  condition  of  emancipation  to  all  enrolled,  a  sufficient 
number  would  be  forthcoming  to  enable  us  to  try  the  ex- 
periment. It  it  prove  successful,  most  of  the  objections 
to  the  measure  would  disappear:  and  if  individuals  still 
remained  unwilling  to  send  their  negroes  to  tlie  ai  my,  the 
force  of  public  opinion  iu  the  States  would  soon  bring 
about  such  legislatiim  as  would  remove  all  obstacles.  I 
think  the  matter  should  be  left  a.s  far  as  possible  to  the 
people  and  to  the  States,  which  alone  can  legislate,  as  the 
necessities  of  this  particular  service  may  require.  As  to 
the  mode  of  organiising  them,  it  should  be  left  as  free  from 
restraint  as  possible.  Experience  will  suggest  the  best 
course,  and  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  ♦rauimel  the  sub- 
ject with  provisions  that  might,  in  tlie  end,  jirevent  the 
adoption  of  reforms  suggested  by  actual  trial. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  £.  LEE.  GenerdL 
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deem  expedient  for  and  during  the  war,  to  perform  military  1  y.  n.  Smith,  Turner,   TTickham,  Wilk^,  WitherBpoon, 

service  in  whatever  capacity  he  may  direct.  ""         .     t-      i 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Geueral-in-Chif  be  authorized  to  organ- 
ize the   said  elaves  into  companies,  battalions,  regiments, 


and  brigades,  under  euch  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  may  prescribe,  and  to  be  commanded  by 
Buch  officers  as  the  President  may  appoint. 

fizc.  3.  That,  while  employed  iu  the  eerrice,  the  said 
troops  shall  receive  the  same  rations,  clothing,  and  com- 
pensation as  are  allowed  toother  troops  in  the  same  branch 
of  the  service. 

Sec.  4.  That  if,  under  the  previous  section  of  this  act,  the 
President  ehall  not  be  able  to  raise  a  sufficient  number  of 
troi^ps  to  prosecute  the  war  successfully  and  maintain  the 


Bocock,  (Spcat^fTj — Zi. 

BILL    ON    EXEMPTIONS    AXD    DETAILS. 


A  Bill  to  diminish  the  number  of  exemptions  and  detaila. 
17(6  Congress  of  the  Con/edrrat^  Statfi  of  America  do 
enact,  That  so  much  of  the  "Act  to  organize  forct-s  to  serve 
during  the  war,'"  approved  Febrcary  17,  1S&4,  as  exempts 
one  person  as  ovL-rseer  or  agriculturist  on  e.ich  farm  or 
plantation  upon  which  there  were,  at  specified  time*,  fif- 
teen able-bodied  field  hands,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  fifty,  upon  certain  conditions,  is  heret>y  repealed;  Pro- 
vided, that  exemptions  of  persons  over  forty-five  years  of 
age  may  be  granted  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  afore- 


Bovereignty  of  the  States,  and  the  independence  of  the  Con-  j  said;  and  said  persons  shall  be  liable  to  military- service 


upon  the  expiratii^in  of  the  time  for  which  they  received 
exemption  by  reason  of  having  executed  bonds  for  one 
year  from  the  date  thereof.* 

Sec.  2.  Xo  exemption  or  detail  Ehall  be  granted  by  the 
President  or  Secretary  of  War  by  virtue  of  said  act,  except 
of  persons  lawfully  reported  by  a  board  of  surgeons  as  una- 
ble to  perform  active  service  in  the  field;  persons  over  the 
age  of  forty  years,  and  of  laborers,  artisans,  mechanics,  and 
persons  of  scientific  skill  employed  by  or  working  for  the 
Confederate  or  State  Governments,  and  shown  by  proper 
testimony  to  be  such  laborers,  artisans,  mechanics,  or  per- 
sons of  scientific  skill,  and  with  the  same  exceptions  all 
exemptions  and  details  heretofore  granted  by  the  President 
or  Secretary  of  War,  by  virtue  of  said  act,"are  hereby  re- 
voked. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  skilled  artisans  and  mechanics  who  are 
engaged  in  the  employment  of  the  government  of  the  Coik- 
federate  States,  are  hereby  exempt  from  all  military  ser- 
vice during  the  time  they  are  so  employed;  Provided,  they 
are  persons  whose  services,  labor,  or  skill  may  be  more  use- 
fully employed  for  the  public  good  at  home  than  in  the 
field,  to  be  d--termined  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
sworn  testimony  of  disinterested  witnesses,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe;  and  the  names 
of  all  persons  so  exempted  or  detailed,  together  with  the 
reason  for  the  detail,  shall  be  submitted  to  Congress  at  the 
beginning  of  each  session. 

DATIS'S    VETO. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  R'-present olives 

of  the  Confederate  States  of  Aynerica : 

I  have  now  under  consideration  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 

to  diminish  the  number  of  exemptions  and  deUiils."  which 

has  passed  both  liou^es,  and  presented  to  me  Saturday,  the 

lltb  instant. 

The  act  contairs  two  provisions,  which  would,  in  prac- 

t  February  23 — The  same  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed  I  tice,  so  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  service  as   lo  counter- 


federate  States,  then  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  on 
each  State,  whenever  he  thinks  it  expedient,  for  her 
Quota  of  300,0>XI  troops,  in  addition  to  those  subject  to  mil- 
itary service  under  existing  laws,  or  so  many  thereof  as  the 
President  may  deem  necessary,  to  be  raised  from  eorh 
classes  of  the-  population,  irrespective  of  color,  in  each  State, 
as  the  proper  authorities  thereof  may  determine :  Provided, 
That  not  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  the  male  slaves  be- 
tween the  ages  of  IS  and  45  in  any  State  shall  be  called 
for  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

S:c.  5.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  au- 
thorize a  change  in  the  relation  of  the  said  slaves. 

la  iSenatef  the  rote  was  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Burnett,  Caperton,  Henry,  Hon- 
ter,  Oldham,  Semmes,  Simms,  Watson — 9. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barnwell,  Graham,  Johnson  of  Georgia, 
Johnson  of  Missouri,  Maxwell,  Orr,  Vest,  Wigfall — S. 

The  proviso  to  the  fourth  section  was  added 
in  the  Senate.  On  concurring  in  it,  the  vote 
in  the  House  was — yeas  40,  nays  28,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ates — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barksdale,  Batson,  Bavlor, 
Blandford.  Bradley,  U.  W.  Bruce,  Carroll,  Clark,  Cloptnn, 
Conrad,  Diirden,  DeJamette,  Dickinson,  Dupre.  Elliott, 
Ewing,  Funsten,  Gaither,  Goode,  Gray,  Hanly,  Johnston, 
Keeble,  Lyon,  Machen,  Marshall,  SIcMulK-n,  Menees,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  Murrav.  Perkins,  Read,  llussell,  Simpson,  Sntad, 
Staples,  Triplett,Villere — 10_ 

Nats — Messrs.  Atkins,  Baldwin,  Branch.  Chambers,  Col- 
yer,  Cruickshank,  Fuller,  Gholson,  Gilmer.  Ilartridge, 
Hatcher,  Herbert,  Ilolliday,  J.  M.  Leach.  J.  T.  Leach,  Lo- 
gan, McCallnm  Vi^i^aay,  Rogers,  Sexton,  J.  il.  Smith,  Wm. 


in  the  Senate — yeas  11,  nays  10, as  folUiws: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baker,  Barnwell.  Caperion,  Garland,  Gra- 
ham, Hunter,  Johnson  of  Ga.,  Johnson  of  Mo.,  Maxwell 
Orr,  Wigf:.ll— 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Burnett.  Haynes,  Henry,  Oldham, 
Semme-s  Simms,  Vest,  Walker,  Watson — 10. 

Subsequently,  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  instructed  their 
Senators  to  sujip'^Tt  it,  wliich  they  obeyed.  February  26^ 
The  Senate  of  Virginia  passed  this  bill,  which  is  pre- 
sumed to  have  becomj  a  l;(w: 

1.  lie  it  enacted  by  t'le  General  Afsemhli/,  That  the  Gover- 
nor of  tliLs  Commonwealth  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  call  for  volunteers  from  amon^  the  i 
Blaves  and  free  negroes  of  the  State  to  aid  in  defence  of  the 
capital  and  such  other  points  as  are  or  may  be  threatened 
by  the  puWic  enemj". 

2.  That  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  cause  all 
slaves  who  may  volunteer  with  the  consent  of  their  mas- 
ters, and  all  free  negroes  who  shall  tender  their  services,  to 


balance,  if  not  lutweigh  the  advantages  that  wouli  result 
from  the  other  clauses  contained  in  it. 

The  third  section  exempts  all  skilled  artisans  and  me- 
chanics in  the  employ  of  the  Government  from  all  military 
B'Tvice.  A  very  important  and  indeed  indispensable  por- 
tion of  our  local  defence  troops  consists  of  these  mechanics 
and  artisans.  They  amount  to  many  thousands  in  the  Con- 
federacy;  and  while  they  are  and  should  remain  exempt 
from  general  service,  no  good  cause  is  perceived  why  they 
should  not,  like  all  good  citizens  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
be  organized  for  loc  il  defence,  and  be  ready  to  defend  the 
locahties  in  which  they  are  respectively  employed  against 
sudden  raids  and  incursions.  If  exempt  from  this  local 
service,  it  will  be  necess.iry  to  detach,  in  many  cases,  troops 


*  February  23 — This  message  was  received  in  the  House: 

I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  a  conimunica- 

tiou  from  the  Secret;iry  of  War  relative  to  the  accessiona 

to  the  army  from  each  ^tate  since  April  16, 1S62,  to  the 

be  organized  into  infantry  companies,  of  not  less  than  sixty-  :  number  of  persons  liable  to  conscription  who  have  btea 

four,  rank  and  file,  under  white  officers  to  be  appointed  by  ,  exempted  or  detailed,  and  to  the  number  of  those  between 


himself,  and  shall  place  the  same,  as  fast  as  so  organized,  at 
the  disposal  of  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  Confederate 
armies:  or  he  may  order  all  such  volunteers  to  report  im- 
mediately to  the  General-in-Chief,  to  be  organized  and  offi- 
cered by  him,  if  thereby  time  can  be  saved,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  service  promoted. 

3.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  now  in  force  prohibiting 
the  carrying  of  arms  by  slaves  or  free  negroes  are  hereby 
suspended,  during  their  terms  of  service,  in  favor  of  such 
volunteers  ns  may  be  called  to  the  field  under  this  act. 

4.  The  forces  raised  and  organized  under  this  act  shall  be 
enlisted  for  one  year  from  the  date  of  being  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 

5.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
The  following  is  the  vote: 

Ates — Messrs.  Alderson,  .Armstrong,  Brannon,  Branch, 
Christian  of  Augusta,  Coghill,  Collier,  Douglas,  Frazier, 
Garnett.  Graham,  Hart,  Hunter,  Jones,  Keen,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Newtjn,  Newman  of  Mason,  Quesanberrv,  Stevenson,  Spit- 
ler,  Tayloc,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Wiley,  Witten— 27. 

i<d£S — Messrs.  Dickinson,  Dulancy,  Saunder>— 3. 


the  ages  of  seventeen  and  forty-five,  and  not  unfitted  tor 
active  service  in  the  field,  who  are  employe-]  in  the  several 
Stales  in  the  manner  indicated  iu  vour  inquirv. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
The  message  and  accompanying  documents  were  laid 
upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    The  mes&iga 
states  that  the 
Number  of  conscripts  assigned  to  the  army  from 

camp?  of  inotruction  was .81,095 

Deserters  returned  to  the  army jU,056 

Assignments  undr-r  section  eighth  of  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 17,  lSt>4 7,733 

Approximate  estimates  of  men  who  have  joined  the 

army  without  passing  the  camp>s  of  instruction. ..76JX>6 

Total  number  of  exempts 66.586 

Agricultural  details 2,217 

Detailed  on  account  of  public  necessity _.  5,£03 

Details  for  bureaus  and  departments,  not  including 

arti^ans  and  mechanics 4,613 

Detail  of  contractors  to  furnish  supplies il" 

Detail  of  artisaus  and  mechanics ^ _  6^900 
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from  the  armies  in  the  field.  It  is  believed  that  if  this  pro- 
vision l.t<',,mc»  a  law.  liitf  srain  of  streneth  resnlting  from 
tilt:  repeal  of  other  exemptions  enacted  by  the  first  sectitla^ 
L.f  the  law  would  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  loss 
o>'  this  local  force. 

The  BeconJ  provision  to  which  I  refer  is  that  which  re- 
vokes all  details  and  exemptions  heretofore  granted  by  the 
Pr  -sident  imd  Secretary  of  War,  and  prohibits  the  grant  of 
tuch  exemptions  and  details  hereafter.  There  is  little  haz- 
ard in  sayiiig  that  such  a  provision  could  not  be  executed 
without  so  disorganizing  the  public  service  as  to  produce 
very  injurious  results.  In  every  department  of  the  Gov- 
«mm-Lt,  in  every  branch  of  the  service  throughout  the 
country,  there  are  i^  ties  to  be  performed  which  cannot  be 
discharged  except  by  men  instructed  and  tniined  in  their 
performance.  Long  exj'erience  makes  them  experts.  Their 
se:Tice8  become  in  their  peculiar  sphere  of  duty  worth  to 
the  country  greatly  more  than  any  they  couJd  possibly 
rei.der  in  the  field.  Some  of  them  it  would  be  impossible 
to  imm(-diately  replace.  The  Treasury  expert  who  detects 
a  forged  note  at  a  glance,  the  accounting  officer  whose 
1-  ng  experience  makes  him  a  Uving  reposit-jry  of  the  rules 
and  the  precedents  which  guard  the  treasury  firom  frauds, 
thr:  snperint-ndents  of  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments of  the  Government  which  supply  shoes,  wagons,  har- 
nc-ss.  ambulances,  ic.,  for  the  army:  the  employes  who 
have  been  especially  trained  in  the  distribuii  mu  and  subdi- 
vision of  mail  matter  among  the  various  route--  by  which 
it  ii  to  re.ich  its  destination,  are  among  the  daily  instant  as 
which  are  recorded  in  the  experience  of  executive  officers. 
To  withdraw  from  the  public  service  at  once,  and  without 
any  means  of  replacing  them,  the  very  limited  number  of 
expert;? — believed  to  be  less  than  one  huntlred — who  are 
affected  by  this  bill,  is  to  throw  the  whole  machinery  of 
Government  into  confusion  and  disorder  at  a  period  when 
none  who  are  not  engaged  in  executive  duties  can  have  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  difficulties  by  which  they  are  already 
embarraseed. 

The  desire  of  the  Executive  and  Secretary  of  War  to  ob- 
tain for  the  army  the  services  of  every  man  available  for 
the  pubUc  defence  can  hadly  be  doubted,  and  Congress  may 
be  ass.ired  that  nothing  but  imperative  necessity  could  in- 
duce the  exercise  of  any  discretion  invested  in  them  to  re- 
tain men  out  of  the  army.  But  no  government  can  be  ad- 
tuinistereJ  without  vesting  some  discretion  in  the  executive 
officers  in  the  application  of  general  rules  to  classes  of  the 
population.  Indiridnal  '  xceptions  exi^t  to  all  such  rtilss ; 
these  exceptions  cannot  be  provided  for  by  legislation  in 
advance.  I  earnestly  hope  that  Congress  will  pass  an 
amendment  to  this  act  now  under  confideration  in  accord- 
ance with  the  foregoing  recommendation,  so  that  I  may  be 
able,  by  signing  both  the  act  and  amendment,  to  secure 
unimpaired  benefit  to  the  proi)Osed  legislation. 

JEFFERSON  DATIS. 

ExEcmvE  Orncx,  Richjiosd,  March  13,  li65. 

I  am  not  aware  that  this  conflict  of  opinion 
>>etween  the  Congress  and  the  Executive  was 
reconciled. 

SEQUESTRATION. 

18G4,  December  3 — The  House  considered  this 
bill: 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  sequestering  of  the 
property  of  persons  liable  to  military  service,  who  have 
depiirted,  or  shall  depart,  from  the  Confederate  States 
without  permission. 

Sec.  1.  Tin  Confess  of  tin  Confederate  States  of  America 
do  enact.  That  if  any  i>erson  shall  voluntarily  depart  from 
the  Confederate  States  without  the  permission  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  of  the  general  officer  commanding  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  department,  or  of  an  officer  by  one  of  them  au- 
thorized x>j  grant  such  permission,  and  if  such  person,  at 
the  time  of  such  departuie,  shall  be  liable  to  military  ser- 
vice, according  to  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States,  he 
shall,  from  the  time  of  his  departure,  be  treated  for  the 
ptuposes  of  this  act  as  an  alien  enemy,  and  his  property 
shall  be  liable  to  sequestration  and  sale  in  b'ke  manner  as 
the  pr"perty  of  other  alien  enemies.  But  all  proceedings 
for  the  sequestration  and  sale  of  his  property  shall  cease, 
and  he  thsdl  cease  to  be  treated  as  an  alien  enemy  b}'  rea- 
son of  such  departure,  if.  during  the  pre-ent  war.  and  be- 
fore a  decree  of  sequestration  shall  be  pronounced  against 
his  property,  he  shall  return  and  enter  upon  the  peribrm- 
Buce  cif  military  service  according  to  law.  But  this  act 
shall  not  apply  to  persons  who  at  the  time  of  their  de- 
parture siall  bona  fide  reside  within  the  line- of  the  enemy, 
or  in  a  part  of  the  Confederacy  in  the  military  occupation 
of  the  enemy. 

Sec.  2.  If  any  person  to  whom  the  preceding  section 
apphes  shall  voluntarily,  and  without  such  permission,  go 
within  the  military  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  remain  there 
more  than  sixty  days,  he  shall  be  presumed  to  have  departed 


fipom  the  Confederate  States  within  the  meaning  of  thia 
act. 

Sec.  3  If  any  person  has  heretofore  voluntarily,  and 
without  such  permission,  departed  from  the  Confederate 
States,  or  gone  within  the  military  lines  of  the  enemy  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  mihtary  service,  being  at  the  time 
liable  to  military  service  according  to  law,  or  being  now 
liable  to  military  service  according  to  law,  such  person 
shall  be  also  treated  as  an  alien  enemy,  and  his  property 
shall  be  liable  tc^  sequestration  and  sale,  according  to  all  the 
preceding  provisions,  unless  such  person  shall  return  and 
enter  upon  military  service  according  to  law,  within  six 
months  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  All  grants,  conveyances,  sales,  gifts,  and  trans- 
fers of  property  hereafter  made  by  any  person  who  shall  bo 
liable  to  military  service  at  the  time  of  making  the  same, 
and  whose  property  shall  become  liable  to  sequestration 
under  this  act.  and  all  liens  and  inctimbrances  hereafter 
created  on  this  property,  when  he  is  liable  to  military  ser- 
vice, shall  be  void  as  against  the  claim  of  sequestration. 

It  was  repeatedly  considered  and  debated,  be- 
fore being  passed. 

1865,  February  15 — The  Senate  passed  the 
bill — ^yeas  12,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Baker,  Brown,  Bttmett.  Caperton.  Portch, 
Garland,  Henrv,  Hill,  Johnson  of  Missouri,  simnis.  Test, 
Wigfall— li 

NATe — Messre.  Graham,  Haynes,  Maxwell,  Oldham, 
Semmes,  Walker,  Watson — 7. 

THE  TAX  LAW    OF    1865. 

{Frvm  the  Richmond  Sentinel,  March  13.] 
We  publish  in  another  colHmn  the  text  of  the  new  tax 
law.  It  will  be  accejitj-ble  to  the  reader  to  have  a  synopsia 
of  its  provisions  presented  in  plainer  phrase.  We  are  in- 
debted for  the  following  to  a  gentleman  who  had  an  active 
part  in  the  passage  of  the  law.  The  tax  law  of  the  present 
session  imposes  for  the  year  1865  taxes  as  Ibllows : 

1.  Upon  the  value  of  all  proi.>crty,  real  and  personal,  not 
expressly  exempted  or  taxtd  at  a  different  rate,  eigtit  per 
cent.  The  jiroperty  to  be  as-essed  on  the  basis  of  the  mar- 
ket value  of  the  some  or  similar  property  in  the  neighbor- 
hood where  assessed  in  the  year  ISOO.  The  prc^perty  and 
assets  of  corporations,  associations,  and  joint-stock  compa- 
nies, whether  incorporated  or  not,  taxed  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  to  the  Sitme  extent  as  the  property  and  assets  of 
individuals,  to  be  paid  by  the  corporations  or  jointr-tock 
companies.  Banks  not  to  be  taxed  on  deposits  of  money  to 
the  crecUt  of  and  subiect  to  the  checks  of  others.  Stocks 
or  shares  in  corporations,  associations,  or  joint-stock  com- 
panies not  to  be  taxed  as  property,  but  the  dividends  to  be 
taxed  as  income. 

•J.  Upon  the  amount  of  all  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  upon 
the  amount  of  all  moneys  held  abroad,  or  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  thc-refor.  promissori'  notes,  rights,  credits,  and  secu- 
rities, payable  in  foreign  countries,  and  upon  the  specie 
value  of  all  gold  dust,  or  gold  and  silver  bullion,  twenty 
per  cent. 

3.  Upon  the  amount  of  all  moneys,  except  those  abroad, 
bank  bills,  treasr.ry  notes,  and  other  paper  issued  as  ctir- 
rency,  on  hand  or  on  deposit  on  the  day  of  the  approval  of 

I  the  act,  five  per  cent. 

4.  Upon  I  he  amount  of  all  solvent  credits,  except  those 
held  abroad,  five  i-er  cent.  Bonds  and  stocks  issued  by  the 
Confederate  States,  or  any  State,  and  all  loans  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  C^anfederaie  States,  are  exempted  from 
taxation,  except  as  to  the  interest  thereon,  which  is  taxed 
as  income.  This  income  tax  does  not  apply  to  bonds  or 
6t<x:ks  exempted  by  law  from  taxation. 

5.  Upon  profits  made  by  buying  or  selling  merchandise, 
effects,  or  property  of  any  description,  or  money,  gold  or 
silver,  stocks,  credits,  or  obligations  of  any  kind,  at  any 
time  between  January  1, 166.5,  and  January  1,  lSt>6,  ten  per 
cent,  in  addition  to  the  tax  on  such  profits  as  income.  The 
profits  to  be  as  ertaiued  by  the  difference  between  the  price 

I  psiid  in  Confederate  treasury  notes,  including  all  Gosts  ai  d 
I  charges,  and  the  price  realized  in  the  same  currency.  If 
i  the  objects  of  the  sale  were  ptu^hased  at  any  time  since 
!  January  1,  l'-63,  this  additional  tax  to  attach  on  the  profits 
j  realized  on  the  sale  therefor  in  1S6-5. 

6.  Upon  the  amount  of  profits  exceeding  twenty -five  per 
cent.,  made  during  the  year  186.5,  by  any  bank  or  banking 

I  ccimpany,  insurance  or  other  joint-stock  c-ompany.  a  tax  of 

1  twenty-five  |jer  cent.    This  tux  to  apply  to  individuals  or 

i  partnerships,  as  well  as  to  corporaticins — ^individuals  and 

partnerships  that  have  not  been  assessed,  or  have  n  t  paid 

for  the  year  1S64,  the  tax  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  imposed 

I  on  the  excess  of  profits  over  twenty-five  per  cent,  for  that 

year,  to  pay  the  same  in  lS6o. 

7.  The  property,  income,  and  moneys  of  hospitals,  asy- 
lums, churches,  schools,  colleges,  and  charitaMe  institu- 
tions are  exempted  from   taxation  so  long  as  it  remains 
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within  such  lines;   but  income  derived  therefrom  is  taxed 
as  income  under  existing  laws. 

8.  The  following  are  exempted  from  taxation  :  Property 
of  each  head  of  a  family  to  the  value  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; for  each  minor  child  one  hundred  dollars  ;  for  each 
eon  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  who  has  died  in  the  service,  five 
hundred  dollars.  The  property  of  every  soldier,  of  a  sol- 
dier's widow,  or  orphan  family  or  minors,  to  the  value  of 
one  thousand  dollars.  Said  exemptions  not  to  apply  where 
the  property,  exclusive  of  household  furniture,  exceeds  one 
thousand  dollars  in  value.  Household  furniture,  where 
the  value  does  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars  on  the 
basis  of  the  value  of  1860,  wearing  apparel,  goods  manu- 
factured by  any  person  for  the  use  and  consumption  of  his 
family,  incdiidin^;  slaves,  poultry,  fruii,  and  products  raised 
for  the  fami  ly  of  the  producer,  and  not  for  sale ;  corn,  bacon, 
and  other  agricultural  products  which  were  produced  in 
1864,  and  necessary  for  the  taxpajer'^  family,  including 
bis  slaves  during  the  present  year,  and  in  his  possession  on 
the  day  of  his  approval  of  the  iict,  are  exempted  from  taxa- 
tion. 

9.  Taxes  on  property  for  the  year  186.5  are  to  be  assessed 
as  on  the  day  of  tlie  passage  of  this  act,  and  to  be  due 
and  collected  on  the  1st  of  June  next,  or  as  soon  thereaf- 
ter as  practicable.  The  additional  taxos  on  profits  for  1805 
to  be  assessed  and  collected  according  to  the  provisions  of 
existing  laws.  All  the  taxes  imposed  by  this  act,  as  we! las 
the  taxes  on  incomes  and  profits,  and  the  specific  taxes, 
and  taxes  on  sales,  of  the  existing  laws,  are  to  bo  paid  in 
Confederate  treasury  notes,  or  in  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness; provided  that  at  least  one-half  be  paid  in  the  notes. 

10.  Any  tax  pay(!r  allowed,  under  regulations  to  be  pre- 
Bcribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea-sury,  to  pay  his  taxes 
in  advance. 

11.  The  provision  of  the  act  of  the  17th  of  February, 
1864,  which  allowed  the  assessed  tax  on  property  employed 
in  agriculture  to  be  credited  by  the  tax  in  kind,  is  repealed; 
that  wh<;re  income  from  property  was  taxed  the  property 
itself  should  be  exempted,  is  also  repealed. 

12.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  boards  of  police,  county  courts,  or  other  coun- 
ty, district,  or  parish  tribunals,  is  authorized  to  suspend 
the  collection  of  taxes  in  those  districts  where  depreda- 
tions have  been  committed  by  the  e<iemy,  in  cases  of  in- 
dividuals whose  resources  have  been  so  seriou.^ly  dam- 
aged or  destroyed  as  to  render  the  payment  of  taxes 
impossible  or  oppressive.  To  all  the  taxes  above  speci- 
fied an  addition  of  one-eighth  of  the  amount  is  made,  in 
each  case  to  be  paid  in  treasury  notes  and  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  increased  compensation  of  the  sol- 
dier. 

The  taxes  for  186.5  may,  therefore,  be  summed  up  as  fol- 
lows: 

On  all  property  (except  foreign  credits,  coin,  &c.,)  eight 
per  cert,  on  the  valuation  of  1800.  On  coin  and  foreign 
credits  twenty  per  cent.,  and  on  bullion,  plate,  jewelry,  kc, 
ten  per  cent. 

One-tenth  of  all  the  productions  of  the  soil,  as  established 
by  the  present  law  of  tax  in  kind.  On  the  income  from 
property  not  employed  in  agriculture,  the  rates  prescribed 
by  the  existing  laws.  No  abatement  of  the  property  ta.x 
in  the  case  of  agriculturists  because  of  the  tithe  tax,  and 
no- aiiatement  in  the  case  of  other  property  holders  be- 
cause of  the  income  tax.  Agriculturists  to  pay  no  income 
tax. 

The  present  taxes  on  incomes,  salaries,  Ac,  are  con- 
tinued. 

Exemptions  are  spscified  above. 

Five  i)er  cent.  o«  all  solvent  credits,  bonds,  and  stocks. 
The  bonds  of  States,  and  the  bonds,  stocks,  and  loans 
to  the  Coufederate  States,  to  be  taxed  upon  the  interest  as 
income  and  not  upon  principal.  Ten  per  cent,  additional 
to  income  tax  on  profits  made  by  dealing  in  property, 
money,  bonds,  stocks,  Ac,  in  1865  or  in  1864,  which  are 
not  already  paid.  Twenty-five  per  cent,  on  property  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  per  cent,  made  in  1865  by  banks,  cor- 
porations, individuals,  or  p.irtuerships,  &c.,  to  be  paid  in 
like  manner. 

This  tjix  to  be  collected  also  for  1864  of  those  who  may 
not  have  paid  the  same. 

An  addition  of  one-eighth  in  every  case,  except  that  of 
tax  in  kind,  to  be  applied  to  paying  thenoldiers. 

The  person  who  is  liable  for  the  taxes  and  responsible 
for  their  payment  is  the  one  Vho  holds  or  owns  the  prop- 
erty on  the  day  of  the  pa.ssage  of  the  act. 

BILL  TO  DEFINE  AND  PUNISH  CONSPIRACY  AGAINST 
THE    CONFEDERATE    STATES. 

1864,  December  15 — The  Senate  passed  the 
following  bill  : 

A  Bill  to  define  and  punish  conspiracy  against  the  Confed- 
erate States. 
Sectio.v  1.    Tht  Congress  of  the  Confederate   Stales  of 


America  dn  enact,  That  if  two  or  more  porsons  within  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  Confederate  States  shall,  with  in- 
tent to  injure  the  Confederate  States,  conspire  to  subvert, 
overturn  or  destroy  by  force  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federate States;  or  to  oppose  by  force  the  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  Confederate  Sfcttes,  or  by  force  to  hinder,  delay 
or  prevent  the  execution  of  any  law  of  the  Coufederate 
States,  or  to  seize,  take,  possess  or  destroy  any  property  of 
the  Coufederate  States,  against  its  conseut,  or  to  prevent, 
dehiy  or  hinder,  by  force  or  fraud,  the  transportation  of 
supplies  of  men  to,  or  belonging  to  the  army  of  the  Cou- 
federate States,  or  to  destroy  or  injure  any  road,  boat,  en- 
gine or  work  empliij-ed  in  such  transportation,  or  to  hold 
any  secret  communication  or  intercourse  with  an  enemy  of 
the  Confederate  States,  or  to  aid  or  abet  the  enemy  in  his 
war  upon  the  Confederate  States,  or  persons  in  rebellion 
against  the  same,  or  to  promote  disidiedieuce  of  lawful  mil- 
itary orders,  mutiny  or  desertion,  or  unauthorized  absence 
in  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  or  among  the  sol- 
diers in  the  military  service,  each  and  every  person  so  of- 
fending shall  be  guilty  of  ahigh  crime,  and,  upon  convic- 
tion thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without 
labor,  )uit  exceeding  five  years :  Provided,  That  any  person 
charged  with  any  offence  mentioned  in  this  act,  if  such 
person  be  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States,  may  be  tried  by  a  military  court  or  court  mar- 
tial, and  if  found  guilty  shall  be  punished  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment as  hereinbefore  provided,  or  such  other  punish- 
ment, not  capital,  as  the  court  shall  adjudge;  aud  if  the 
person  charged  be  not  in  the  military  or  naval  service  as 
aforesaid,  suL-h  person  shall  be  tried  in  the  District  Court  of 
the  Confederate  States  for  the  proper  district. 

Yeas  10,  nays  6,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baker,  Barnwell,  Caperton,  Dortch,  Gar- 
land, Uenry,  Hill,  Johnson  of  Mo.,  Semmes,  Sparrow — 10. 

Nats — Messrs.  Graham,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Ga.,  Max- 
well, Orr,  Watson — 6. 

When  Mr.  Hunter's  name  was  ca'led,  he 
stated  that  he  believed  Congress  had  the  right 
to  pass  the  bill  ;  but,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Flori'Ja,  he  did  rot  see  that  there  was  any  ne- 
cessity fo"  it.     He  therefore  voted  against  it. 

The  bill  is  as  it  came  from  the  House,  with 
the  exception  of  the  proviso  added,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Senate  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. The  House  is  supposed  to  have  concurred, 
and  the  bill  to  have  become  a  law. 

PEACE  AND  INDEPENDENCE, 
Additional  to  what  is   stated  on   pages  456 
and  457,  are  the  following  facts  : 

KESOLUTION  ON  INDEPENDENCE. 

IN  SENATE. 

1864,  December  13 — On  motion  of  Mr.  Barn- 
well, a  joint  resolution  defining  the  position 
of  the  Confederate  States,  and  declaring  the 
determination  of  the  Congress  and  the  people 
thereof  to  prosecute  the  war  till  their  inde- 
pendence is  acknowledged,  was  taken  up  and 
adopted  by  an  unanimous  vote — yeas  16,  nays 
none. 

IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

1865,  January  13 — The  resolution  was  re- 
ported favorably  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relatious,  with  a  verbal  amendment.  Mr. 
Henry  said  he  preferred  the  original  1  nguage 
of  the  resolutions  ;  if  he  recollected  aright,  it 
was  the  language  of  the  Dec'aration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Mr.  Semmes  said  that  was  the  o6jec- 
tion  to  it.  Mr.  Henry  said  that  was  no  objec- 
tion; the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  a 
very  good  document.  The  amendment  was 
concurred  in,  aud  the  resolutions  passed. 

RESOLUTIONS  CONCERSINQ  PEACE. 

December  16 — Mr.  Turner,  (N.  C.,)  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  introduced  resolutions 
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that  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  be  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  appoint  thirteen  commissioners,  one 
from  each  of  the  States  of  the  Confederate 
States,  to  tender  propositions  for  a  conference, 
in  order  to  negotiate  terms  of  peace,  and  fail- 
ing in  this,  said  commissioners  shall  use  all 
their  influence  to  secure  an  exchange  of  pri- 
soners and  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of  the  exist- 
ing war. 

Mr.  Barksdale,  (Miss.,)  offered  the  fjllow- 
ing  resolution  as  a  substitute  for  those  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina : 

Whereas,  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  having 
been  compelled,  by  the  acts  of  the  non-slaveholding  States, 
to  dissolve  their  connection  with  those  States,  and  to  form 
a  new  compact  iu  order  to  preserve  their  liberties ;  and 
whereas,  tlie  efforts  made  by  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  iiuraediately  iijion  its  organization,  to  es- 
tabli.^h  fiiendly  relations  between  it  and  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  having  proved  unavailing  by  reason 
of  Uie  rtfiisal  ot  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
hold  iotercourse  with  the  Conimi^sioijers  appointed  fcy  this 
Government  for  that  purpose;  and  wliereas, the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  having  since  repeatedly  refused 
to  listen  to  propositions  for  an  honorable  peace,  and  having 
declared  to  foreifrn  powers  iu  advance  that  it  would  reject 
any  offer  of  mediation  which  they  might  be  prompted  to 
make  in  the  interestof  humanity  for  terminating  tlio  war; 
and  thus,  haiingmanifestedthr?ir  determination  tocontinue 
it,  with  a  view  to  the  reduction  of  the  people  of  these 
States  to  a  degrading  bondage,  or  to  their  extermination : 
thtrefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  while  we  reiterate  our  readiness  to  enter 
upon  negotiations  for  peace  whenever  the  hearts  of  our 
euemies  are  so  inclined,  we  will  pursue  without  faltering 
tiie  course  we  have  deliberately  chosen,  and  lor  the  preser- 
Tation  of  our  liberties  will  employ  whatever  means  Provi- 
dence has  placed  at  our  disposal. 

liesoh-fd.  That  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  Constitution 
cf  the  Confederate  States  for  making  treatita  of  peace 
afford  ample  means  for  the  attainment  of  that  end,  when- 
ever the  Go\  eminent  of  the  United  States  abandon  their 
wicked  purpose  to  subjugate  them,  and  evince  a  willingness 
to  enter  up<  n  negotiations  lor  terminating  tiie  war. 

Pending  which,  the  morning  hour  having  ex- 
pired, thr  subject  was  postponed. 

December  17 — Mr.  McMullen,  of  Virginia, 
offered  this  substitute  : 

AVhereas,  according  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States,  the  people  of  each  of  said  States,  in  their  high- 
est sovereign  capacity,  have  a  right  to  alter,  amend,  or 
abolish  tiio  government  under  which  they  live,  and  estab- 
lish such  other  as  they  may  deem  most  expedient;  and 
whereas,  the  people  of  the  several  Confederate  States  have 
thought  proper  to  sever  their  political  connection  with  the 
people  and  government  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons 
which  it  is  not  needful  here  to  state :  and  wherea-s,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Confederate  States  hav  e  oi  ganized  and  established 
a  distinct  government  for  themselves;  and  whereas,  be- 
cause tbepjople  of  the  Confederate  States  have  thus  exer- 
cijeil  theirundouljted  right  in  this  respect,  the  people  and 
government  of  the  Uiiited  States  have  tliought  proper  to 
nxal;e  war  upon  them;  and  whereas,  there  seems  to  be  a 
difference  of  opiinon  on  the  part  of  the  respective  govern- 
npents  and  people  as  to  which  ot  the  coutending  parties  is 
re-ponsible  for  the  commencement  of  the  present  war; 
therelore, 

liesnlrejl.  That  whi'e  it  is  inexpedient,  and  would  be  in- 
compatible with  the  dignity  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
Beu  i  comndssioners  to  NViishington  city  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  a  cessation  of  hostilities, yet  it  would-be,  in  the 
judgment  of  this  body,  eminently  proper  tliat  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate  States  should  des- 
patch without  delaj'  to  some  convenient  point  a  body  of 
commissioners,  thirteen  in  number,  composed  of  one  repre- 
Bentative  from  each  of  the  said  States,  to  meet  and  confer 
with  such  indiviilualsas  may  be  appointed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Uidted  States  in  regard  to  all  outstanding 
questions  of  difference  between  the  two  governments,  and 
to  agree,  if  possible,  upon  terms  of  a  lasting  and  honora- 
ble peace,  suliject  to  the  ratification  of  the  respective  gov- 
ernments and  of  the  sovereign  Slates  respectively  repre- 
sented therein. 

1865,  January  11 — Mr.  Miles,  of  South  Car- 


olina, introduced  a  series,  of  which  these  are 
a  part: 

Resolved,  That  under  the  Constitution  Congress  alone 
has  the  right  to  declare  war.  and  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  a  treaty  of 
peace. 

Resolved,  That  all  attempts  to  make  peace  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  the  action  or  intervention  of  the  separate 
States  composing  the  Confederacy  are  unauthorized  by  the 
Constitution,  in  contravention  of  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  and  therefore  revolutionary. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  representatives  of  the  Confederate 
States,  are  fii-mly  determined  to  continue  the  struagle  in 
which  we  are  involved  until  the  United  States  shall  ac- 
knowledge otir  independence;  and  to  this  determination, 
with  a  sincere  conviction  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and 
an  humble  reliance  upon  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  nations, 
we  do  solemnly  and  taithfnlly  pledge  ourselves. 

1865,  January  23 — Mr.  J.  T.  Leach,  of  North 
Carolina,  offered  these  resolutions: 

Whereas,  the  protracted  struggle  on  the  part  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  their  constitutional  rights  against 
the  feder.d  government,  who  claims  the  exercise  of  rights 
over  States  and  the  property  of  the  citizens  not  guaranteed 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  St.ates  nor  the  laws  of 
Congress  is  a  just  cause  of  alarm  to  the  friends  of  civil 
liberty;  and 

Whereas,  the  cruel  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  con- 
ducted on  the  part  of  the  federal  authorities,  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  private  property  of  non-combatants  and  other 
acts  of  wantonness  not  tolerated  by  the  usages  of  civilized 
nations,  justifies  the  painful  apprehension  that  the  federal 
authorities  are  blind  to  their  constitutional  obligations, 
deaf  to  the  demands  of  justice,  the  appeals  of  suffering 
humanity,  the  groans  of  the  dying,  the  cries  of  hapless 
mothers  and  weeping  orphans : 

Rcsoh-ed,  therej'ore.  For  the  purpose  of  averting,  if  possi- 
ble, further  horrors  of  this  bloody,  fratricidal  strife,  revolt- 
ing alike  to  the  feelings  ol' statesmen,  patriots,  and  Chris- 
tians, and  to  add  moral  to  our  physical  strength,  that  we, 
membersof  the  Houseof  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 
Congress,  in  behalf  of  justice  and  suffering  l\umanitj',  ap- 
peal most  earnestly  to  the  President  and  the  Senators  of  the 
Confederate  Congress  to  aiipoint  such  number  of  commis- 
sioners a8,in  their  judgment,  the  importance  of  the  occ;'.sion 
demands,  to  offer  an  armistice  to  the  federal  authorities, 
preparatory  to  negotiations  for  peace. 

Resolved,  That  should  the  federal  authorities  agree  to  an 
armistice,  and  consent  to  negotiate  for  peace,  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  be 
requested  to  appoint  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ferring with  the  federal  authorities,  and  that  such  terms  of 
peace  as  may  be  agreed  to  by  them  and  certified  by  the 
President  and  Senate — two-thirds  of  the  Senate  concurring 
— shall  constitute  a  bond  of  peace  between  the  belligerents. 

Resolved,  That  should  tlie  federal  authorities  refuse  to 
entertain  terms  of  peace,  by  negotiation,  and  thereby  deny 
us  our  constitutional  rights,  for  the  purpose  of  mora 
effectually  maintaining  those  rights,  and  at  the  same  time 
avert,  if  possible,  the  fearful  and  humiliating  fate  of  snlv 
jugation,  alike  revolting  to  the  feelinss  of  freemen  and 
repugnant  to  the  demands  of  justice,  that  we,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  this  House,  do  unanimously  pledge  the  undi- 
vided resources  of  the  Confederate  States  in  defence  of  our 
inalienable  rights  as  freemen. 

Mr.  McMcLLEX,  of  Va.,  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tions b';  consideied  in  seci-et  session,  as  ihi 
same  question  was  now  before  the  House  in 
another  form. 

Mr.  Atkins,  of  Tenn.,  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tions be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  which  was  ordered  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote. 

IN  SENATE. 

Mr.  Henky,  of  Tennessee,  offered  these  reso- 
lutions, which  were  taken  up  November  29,  and 
after  debate  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  : 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  That  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  the  inalienable  rights  of 
life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  that  to  secure 
these  rights  governments  were  instituted  among  men,  de- 
riving their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed; 
and  whenever  any  government  becomes  destructive  of  the.-e 
ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it,  and 
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to  institute  a  new  govarnmont,  layine:  its  foundation  on 
ench  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as 
to  them  sliall  seem  most  liliely  to  etTei  t  tlieir  safety  and 
happiness;  that  on  these  principles,  embodied  in  the  Decla- 
ration of  American  Independence,  the  United  Colonies,  in 
1776,  dissolved  the  connection  that  bonnd  them  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain,  and  on  them  the  Confederate 
States  have  severed  the  bonds  of  that  political  union  which 
connected  them  with  the  people  of  the  government  of  the 
Dnited  States  of  America,  ratlier  than  submit  to  the  re- 
peated injuries  iutlicted  upon  them  by  that  people,  and  to 
the  usurpations  of  that  government,  all  of  which  had  the 
direct  object  to  deprive  them  of  their  rights,  rob  them  of 
their  property,  secured  to  them  by  constitutional  guar- 
anty, and  to  establish  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these 
States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Confederate  States  appealed  to  arms 
in  defence  of  these  rightJ?  and  to  establish  these  principles 
only  after  they  had  in  vain  conjured  the  people  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  by  all  the  ties  of  a  common 
kindred,  to  discountenance  and  discontinue  these  injuries 
and  Hsur]jation8,  and  after  they  had  petitioned  for  redress, 
in  the  most  appropriate  terms,  and  received  in  answer  only 
a  repetition  of  insults  and  injuries,  which  foreshadowed 
asurpations  still  more  dangerous  to  liberty. 

Jt'soiceil,  That,  after  nearly  four  years  of  cruel,  devas- 
tating, and  unnatural  war,  in  which  the  people  of  the  Con- 
federate States  have  unquestionably  established  their  ca- 
pacity for  self-government,  and  their  ability  to  resist  the 
attempts  of  the  enemy  to  subjugate  them,  this  Congi-os 
does  not  hesitate  to  avow  its  sincere  desire  for  peace,  and 
to  that  end  proclaim  to  the  world  the  readiness  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Confederate  States  to  open  negotiations  to 
establish  a  permanent  and  honorable  peace  between  the 
Confederate  States  and  the  United  Stales,  upon  the  basis 
of  the  separate  independence  of  the  former. 

RrsnJved,  That  the  time  has  come  when  the  C-onfederate 
Congress,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  ContVder.ite 
States,  dec>m  it  proper  again  to  proclaim  to  the  world  their 
unalterable  determination  to  bo  free;  and  that  they  do  not 
abate  one  jot  of  their  Ikigh  resolve  to  die  freemen  rather 
than  live  slaves;  and,  further,  if  the  people  of  the  United 
St.ites,  by  re-electing  Abraham  Lincoln,  mean  to  tender  to 
them  four  years  more  of  war  or  re-union  with  them  on  any 
terms,  deeply  dejirecating  the  dire  necessity  so  wantonly 
thrust  upon  them,  and  relying  niicm  the  justice  of  their 
cause  and  the  gallantry  of  their  soldiers,  they  accept  the 
gauge  of  battle,  and  leave  the  result  to  the  righteous  arbi- 
trament of  Heaven. 

Resnlved,  That  in  viewof  the  determination  of  the  onfmy 
to  prosecute  this  horrid  war  Blill  further,  ag;unst  which 
tho  Confederate  States  have  at  all  times  protested,  and 
which  tho  enemy  have  waged  with  extraordiiiiiry  vigor, 
and  which  has  been  marked  by  acts  of  extraordinary 
atrocity,  in  violatiun  of  all  the  usages  of  civili/.eil  warlare, 
tlio  Congress  of  the  Confederate  Slates  will  from  this  hotir 
dedicate  themselves  anew  to  the  great  cause  of  self-defence 
against  the  combined  tyranny  of  the  enemy;  that  it  shall 
nolongerbe  the  monientary  occupation  of  tho  Congress  and 
tho  peopleof  the  Confederate  States,  but  the  business  of  their 
li  ves,  to  gather  together  tho  entire  s  reiigth  of  tho  country  in 
men  and  material  of  war,  and  put  it  forth,  as  with  tho  will 
of  one  man,  and  with  an  unc  •iKpierable  determination  to 
defend  their  altars  and  their  firesides  till  the  last  votuiy  of 
freedom  falls  around  them. 

Mr.  Henry  did  not  de?irc  to  discuss  the  res- 
olutions at  (bis  time  He  merely  wished  to 
have  thcni  juMnted  and  pl.aced  upon  tlic  calen- 
dar. At  the  proper  time  he  trusted  that  Sena- 
tors would  express  their  sentiments  on  this 
question,  and  a  spirit  would  go  out  to  the 
country  that  we  are  fully  up  to  the  mark,  and 
intend  to  achieve  our  independence  or  die  in 
the  good  fight. 

January  30 — Mr.  Oldham  (Texas)  offered  a 
sries  of  resolutions,  ptissed  hy  the  Legislature 
of  Tfxas,  declaring  the  determinati  n  of  that 
State  to  accept  no  terms  of  peace  which  did 
not  guarantee  the  independence  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. Mr.  Oluiiam  said  that  he  offered  these 
resolutions,  passed  by  the  LegisUture  of  hie 
State,  with  peculiar  satisfaction  and  pleasure. 
He  referred  briefly  to  the  course  pur-ued  by 
one  State  since  the  commencement  of  this  war. 
Her  sons  did  not  wait  for  the  enemy  to  invade 
ber  borders]  but  when  the  tocsin  of  war  was 


first  sounded  they  rushed  to  the  defence  of 
glorious  Old  Virginia,  and  they  were  always  to 
be  found  where  the  battle  raged  the  fiercest. 
He  alluded  to  the  peace  propositions,  and  to 
the  call  for  a  convention  of  Stales.  He  be- 
leved  a  convention  of  the  States  impracticable 
at  this  time.  A  majority  of  the  States  would 
not  send  delegates  to  such  a  convention.  His 
State  had  spoken  out ;  she  wanted  no  peace 
which  did  not  bring  independence  with  it.  We 
Texans,  who  had  been  for  four  years  battling 
for  our  liberties,  would  be  satisfied  with  noth- 
ing short  of  independence.  He  did  not  ques- 
tion the  patriotism  of  those  who  believed  in 
any  other  association  than  that  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution.  We  must  keep  our  people 
united  ;  that  was  the  sure  road  to  peace  and  in- 
dependence. He  did  not  deny  that  our  peorde 
were  depressed,  but  it  wag  caused  by  the  dis- 
pelling of  the  illusions  of  peace,  by  the  tri- 
umphant march  of  Sherman  through  Georgia, 
and  his  capture  of  the  city  of  Savannah, 

Mr.  Brown  said  that  nothing  had  fallen  so 
gratefully  upon  his  ears  as  the  heroic  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  heroic 
State  of  Texas.  He  did  not  believe  that  we 
could  get  honesty  and  fair  dealing  from  the 
Yankees  until  we  had  thrashed  it  into  them. 
In  his  opinion  we  would  have  peace  when  we 
conquered  it  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  and 
the  mouth  of  the  cannon. 

Mr.  WioPAi.L  was  at  the  seat  of  government 
of  his  State  when  the«e  resolutions  were  intro- 
duced, and  he  informed  the  Senate  that  they 
expressed  the  sentiment  of  his  people.  The 
resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JEFFERSON    DAVIS    ON     STATE     NEGOTIATION     FOB 
PEACE. 

Richmond,  Va.,  KnvemherVI,  1864. 
To  the.  Horn.  Senafrrrs  of  GeJtrgia — Messrs.  A.  R.  Wright, 

(I'refitlent  Scnalr.)  T.  L.  lliu:rrii,J.  M.  (Jhambers,  Tliomas 

K  Lloi/d,  Frcdcrirk  K.  Wrgt,  Robert  B.  Neshil: 

Gr.NTLKMr.N  :  I  answered  by  tidegraph  this  morning  your 
letter  of  tho  11th  inst.,  as  requested,  and  now  respectfully 
comply  with  your  desire  that  1  should  express  my  views 
on  the  subject  to  which  you  invito  my  attention. 

In  forwarding  to  me  tho  resolutions  introduced  into  tbo 
Ilou.-e  of  Represeutativos  of  Georgia  by  Mr.  Stephens,  of 
ilaiicock,  you  state  that  you  are  not  inclined  to  tavor  the 
passage  of  these  or  any  similar  res(dutiou8,  believing  them 
to  liave  a  tendency  to  create  divisions  among  ourselves,  and 
to  iMiito  and  strengthen  our  enemies, hut  that  itis  asserted 
in  JJilledgeville  that  1  favor  sudi  action  on  tho  part  of  the 
States,  a.nd  would  lie  pleased  to  see  Georgia  cast  her  influ- 
ence in  that  way.  You  are  kind  enough  to  say  that  if  this 
be  true,  and  if  the  passage  of  these  or  similar  resolutions 
would  in  the  slij^htist  degree  aid  or  assist  lue  in  bringing 
the  war  to  a  successful  and  speedy  close,  you  will  (;ive 
them  your  earnest  and  hearty  stipport. 

I  return  y.  ii  my  cordial  thanUsforthisexpression  of  con- 
fidence, but  assure  you  that  theie  is  no  truth  in  the  asser- 
tions which  you  mention,  and  1  presume  that  you  will  al- 
ready hive  seen  by  the  closing  partof  niyunnual  message, 
which  must  have  reacheil  you  since  the  date  of  your  letter, 
that  I  have  not  conteniidated  the  use  of  any  other  agency 
in  trealiiij;  (or  jKaee  tlianthat  established  by  tho  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Confederate  Slates. 

That  agency  siems  to  me  to  be  well  adapted  to  its  pur- 
pose, and  flee  from  the  injurious  consequences  that  ivould 
Ibllow  any  other  means  that  luive  been  sungestcd. 

The  objection  to  separate  State  action  which  you  present 
m  your  letter,  appears  to  bo  so  conclusive  as  to  admit  no 
reply.  The  immediate  and  inevitable  tendency  of  such 
liistinct  action  in  each  State  is  to  create  discordant  instead 
of  uiiite<l  counsels,  to  suggest  to  our  enemies  the  possibility 
of 'a  dissolution  of  the  Confederacy,  and  to  encourage  them, 
by  the  spectacle  of  our  divisions,  to  more  determined  action 
against  us. 

They  would  readily  adopt  the  false  idea  that  some  of  th« 
States  of  the  Confederacy  are  disposed  to  abandon   tbeii 
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sfster  States  nnd  make  Bpparate  terms  of  peace  for  them- 
selves, and  if  such  a  suspicion,  however  unfounded,  were 
once  engendered  among  our  own  people,  it  would  be  de- 
structive of  that  spirit  of  mutual  confidence  and  support 
which  forms  our  chief  reliance  for  success  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  cause. 

Whpn  tlie  proposal  of  separate  State  action  was  first 
mooted,  it  appeared  to  me  so  impracticable,  so  void  of  any 
promise  of  good,  that  I  gave  no  heed  to  the  proposal;  but 
upon  its  adoption  by  citizens,  whose  position  and  abihty 
give  weight  to  the  expression  of  their  opinions,  I  was  led 
to  a  serious  consideration  of  the  subject.  My  first  impres- 
sions have  not  bt-en  changed  by  reflection. 

If  all  the  States  of  the  two  hostile  Federations  are  to 
meet  in  Convention,  it  is  plain  that  such  a  meeting  can 
only  take  place  (T./Yer  an  agreenaent  as  to  the  time,  place, 
and  terms  on  which  they  aro  to  meet.  Nfiw,  without  dis- 
cussing the  minor  although  not  trifling  difficulties  of  agree- 
ing as  to  time  and  place,  it  is  certain  that  the  States 
would  never  consent  to  a  Convention  without  a  pre- 
vious agreement  as  to  the  ter^ns  on  which  they  were  to 
meet. 

The  proposed  Convention  ranst  meet  on  the  basis  either 
that  no  State  should,  against  its  own  will,  be  bound  by  the 
decision  of  the  Convention,  or  that  it  should  be  so  l)ound. 
But  it  is  plain  that  an  agreement  on  the  basis  that  no  Stat« 
should  be  bound,  without  its  consent,  by  the  result  of  the 
deliberations,  would  bo  an  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the 
North  of  the  pretended  rightof  coercion;  would  bo  an  ab- 
solute recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  several  States 
of  the  Confederacy;  would  be,  in  a  word,  so  completoiicon- 
cetjsion  of  the  rightfuluess  of  our  cause  that  the  most  vis- 
ionary cannot  hope  for  such  an  agreement  in  advance  of 
tlie  meeting  of  a  Convention. 

Theonly  other  possible  basis  of  meeting  is  that  each  State 
should  agree,  beforehand,  to  be  bound  by  the  decision  of 
the  Convention,  and  such  agreement  is  but  another  form  of 
submission  to  Northern  dominion,  as  we  well  know  that  in 
such  a  Convention  we  should  be  outnuml)ered  nearly  two 
to  one.  On  the  very  threshold  of  the  scheme  proposed, 
Uieref  n-e,  we  are  met  by  an  obstacle  which  cannot  bo  re- 
moved. Is  not  the  impracticable  character  of  the  project 
apparent  ? 

You  will  observe  that  I  leave  entirely  out  of  view  the 
BUggtstion  that  a  Convention  of  all  the  States  of  both  Fed- 
erations should  bo  held  by  common  consent  without  any 
previous  understanding  as  to  the  effect  of  its  decisions — 
should  meet  merely  in  debate  and  pass  resolutions  thataro 
to  bind  no  one.  It  is  not  supposed  that  tliis  can  really  be 
the  meaning  attached  to  the  proposal  by  those  who  aro  ac- 
tive in  its  support,  although  the  resolutions  to  which  you 
invite  my  attention  declare  that  tlie  function  of  such  a 
Convention  would  be  simply  to  propose  a  plan  of  peace, 
wi'h  the  cointnti  of  the  two  belligerents;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  act  as  negotiators  in  treating  for  peace. 

This  part  of  the  scheme  is  not  intelligilde  to  mo.  If  the 
Convention  is  only  to  bo  held  with  the  consent  of  tho  two 
belligerents,  that  consent  cannot  bo  obtained  without  nego- 
tiation. The  plan  then  would  resolve  itself  into  a  scheme 
that  the  two  Governments  should  negotiate  an  agreement 
for  the  appointment  of  negotiators  to  make  proposals  for  a 
treaty.  It  seems  much  more  prompt  and  simple  to  nego- 
tiate for  peace  at  once  than  to  negotiate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  negotiators,  who  are  to  meet  without  power  to  do 
anything  but  make  proposals. 

If  the  Government  of  tho  United  States  is  willing  to 
make  peace,  it  will  treat  for  peace  directly.  If  imwilling, 
it  will  refuse  to  consent  to  tho  Convention  of  States.  The 
author  of  these  resolutions  aiid  those  who  concur  in  hi« 
views  appear  to  mo  to  commit  the  radical  error  of  suppos- 
ing that  the  obstacle  to  obtaining  the  peace  which  we  all 
desire  consists  in  the  difficultj-  of  finding  pmper  agencies 
for  negotiating,  so  that  the  whole  scoiio  of  tho  resolutions 
ends  in  nothing  but  suggesting  that,  if  the  enemy  will 
treat,  the  best  agency  would  be  State  Delegati-s  to  a  Con- 
vention, whereas  the  whole  and  only  obstacle  is  that  the 
enemy  will  not  treat  at  all,  or  entertain  any  other  propo- 
sition than  that  wo  should  submit  to  their  yoke,  acknowl- 
edge that  we  are  criminals,  and  appeal  to  their  mercy  for 
pardon. 

After  this  statement  of  objections,  it  may  appear  su- 
perfluous to  add  others  of  less  gravity;  but  as  you  invite 
a  full  expression  of  my  views,  I  will  add  that  history 
is  replete  with  instances  of  tho  interminable  difficulties 
and  clelays  which  attend  the  attempt  to  negotiate  on  great 
and  cunflictinginterests,  when  the  parties  to  tho  negotia- 
tion are  nnmcrous.  If  this  has  been  the  case  where  the 
parties  possessed  full  powers  to  conclude  u  treaty,  what 
can  we  hope  from  an  assembly  of  negotiators  from  thirty 
or  forty  States,  who,  in  the  midst  of  an  exasperating  war- 
fare, are  to  meet  without  power  to  conclude  anything? 

I?i  the  history  of  our  own  country  wo  find  that  in  the 
time  of  profound  peace,  when  tlie  most  cordial  brotherhood 


of  sentiment  existed,  and  when  a  long  and  bloody  war  had 
been  brought  to  a  triumphant  close,  it  required  two  years 
to  assemble  a  Convention  and  bring  its  deliberations  to  aa 
end.  and  another  year  to  procure  tho  ratification  of  their 
labors.  With  such  a  war  as  the  present  in  progress,  the 
views  of  the  large  assemblage  of  negotiators  proposed 
would  undergo  constant  change,  according  tothe  vicissitude 
of  the  struggle,  and  the  attempt  to  secure  concordant 
views  would  soon  be  abandoned,  and  leave  the  parties  more 
embittered  than  ever — less  hopeful  of  the  possibility  of 
successful  negotiation. 

Again,  how  is  the  difficulty  resulting  from  the  conflicting 
pretensions  of  the  two  belligerents  in  regard  to  several  of  the 
States  to  be  overcome?  Is  itsupposcd  that  Virginia  would 
enter  into  a  convention  with  a  delegation  from  what  our 
enemies  choose  to  term  tho  "  State"  of  "  West  Virginia," 
and  thus  recognize  an  insolent  and  violent  dismemberment 
of  her  territory  ?  Or  would  the  United  States  consent 
that  "  VVest  Virginia"  should  be  deprived  other  pretensions 
to  equal  rights,  after  having  formally  admitted  her  as  a 
State, and  allowed  her  to  vote  at  a  Presidential  election? 
Who  would  send  a  delegation  from  Louisiana,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Missouri  ? 

Tho  enemy  claim  to  hold  tho  governments  of  these  States, 
while  we  assert  them  to  be  members  of  the  Confederacy. 
Would  delegates  be  received  from  both  sides  ?  If  so,  there 
wouldsoon  be  a  disruption  of  tho  Convention.  If  delegates 
are  received  from  neither  side,  then  a  number  of  the 
States  most  vitally  interested  in  the  result  would  remain 
unrepresented,  and  what  value  could  be  attached  to  the 
mere  representations  of  a  body  of  negotiators  under  such 
circumstances  ? 

Various  other  considerations  suggest  themselves,  but 
enough  has  been  said  to  justify  my  conclusion  that  the 
proposal  of  separate  State  action  is  unwise,  impracticable 
anil  offers  no  prospect  of  good  to  counterbalance  its  mani- 
fold injurious  consequences  to  the  cause  of  our  country. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
CONVENTION  OK  THE  STATES. 

In  December,  1864,  Mr.  Foote  of  Tennessee, 
introduced  two  resolutions  lookinpf  towards  a 
conference  of  States.  The  first  declares  it  un- 
patriotic for  any  of  the  rebel  States  to  with- 
draw from  the  Confederacy,  but  allowable  for 
them  to  confer  in  their  sovereign  capaci'y  on 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  and  the  attainment 
of  peace.     The  secoml  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  present  condition  of  tho  country  is 
such  as  to  render  it  eminently  desirable  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose3specified,a  conventionof  these  States,  in  their  highest 
soveieign  capacity,  should  be  convoked  without  delay, 
and  that  if-  sueh  convocation  should  be  judged  for  the 
present  impracticable,  it  would  be  desirable  that  each  of 
said  States  should,  "with  aa  little  delay  as  possible,"  ap- 
point a  limited  number  of  commissioners  with  power  to 
confer  freely  and  fraternally  with  each  other  touching  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  and  of  offering  such  ad- 
visory suggestions  to  said  Confederate  Government  as  might 
bo  calculated  to  prove  ail  vantagoous  in  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  existing  war,  or  conducive  to  the  establishment 
of  an  early  and  honorable  peace. 

These  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  by  a 
vote  of  G3  to  13.  Those  who  voted  in  the  neg- 
ative were  : 

Messrs.  Bell  of  Georgia,  Boyce  of  South  Carolina,  Colj'ar 
of  Tennessee,  Cruickshank  of  Alabama,  Foote  of  Tennes- 
see, Fuller  of  Nurth  Carolina,  Gilmer  of  North  Carolina, 
Lumpkin  of  Georgia,  J.  M.  Leach  of  North  Carolina,  Logan 
of  North  Carolina,  McMnllen  of  Virginia,  Ramsay  of  North 
Carolina,  Smith  of  North  Carolina. 

THE    MEXICAN     QUESTION. 

1864,  November  7— Mr.  Murray,  of  Tennes- 
see, introduced  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

TTie  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  do  resolve,  That  we 
have  no  sympathy  with  the  efforts  to  establish  a  monarchy 
in  Mexiot),  and  that  wo  will  not,  directly  or  indiiectly,  aid 
in  tho  establishment  of  a  monarchy  on  the  Continent  of 
America, 

Rrfitrred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

18G5,  January  30 — Mr.  DeJarnettb,  of  Vir- 
ginia, offered  the  following  preamble  and  joint 
resolution,  and  the  House  suspended  the  five 
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minute  rule  to  allow  him  to  speak  to  the  merits 
of  the  resolution : 

Whereas  all  nations  have  seen  with  alarm  the  establish- 
ment of  any  formidable  power  in  their  vicinity;  and 

Whereas  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States,  as  well  as 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  have  ever  cherished  the 
resolve  that  any  further  acquisition  of  territory  in  North 
America  by  any  foreign  power  would  be  inconsistent  with 
their  prosperity  and  development;  and 

Whereas  the  invasion  of  Mexico  by  France  has  resulted, 
as  is  alleged,  in  the  establishment  of  a  government  founded 
on  the  consent  of  the  governed;  nevertheless,  we  have 
reasons  to  believe  that  iilterior  designs  are  entertained 
against  California  and  the  Pacific  States,  which  we  do  not 
regard  as  parties  to  the  war  now  waged  against  us,  as  they 
have  furnished  neither  men  nor  money  for  its  prosecution : 
therefore 

Tlie  Congress  "f  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do 
resolve.  That  the  time  may  not  be  distant  when  we  will  be 
prepared  to  unite,  on  the  basis  of  the  independence  of  the 
Confederate  States,  with  those  most  interested  in  the 
vindication  of  the  principles  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  for 
their  mediation  to  the  exclusion  of  all  seeming  violations 
of  those  principles  on  the  continent  of  North  America. 

Mr.  DeJarnette  said  that  if  England  and 
France  saw  that  we  intended  to  pursue  the 
policy  indicated  in  the  resolution,  they  would 
give  us  all  we  wanted  and  more  than  we  hoped 
for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atkins,  (Tenn.,)  the  pre- 
amble and  resolution  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

DAVIS'S    LAST    MESSAGE. 

Both  Houses  of  the  Rebel  Congress  had 
agreed  to  adjourn  sine  die,  March  9th  ;  but  Mr. 
Davis  requested  them  to  remain  in  session  a 
few  days  longer.  On  the  13th,  he  sent  them  a 
message  on  the  state  of  the  Confederacy,  in 
which  allusion  is  made  to  the  perils  surround- 
ing it,  and  these  recommendations  are  made  : 

That  means  be  devised  for  securing  to  the 
officers  of  the  supply  departments  two  millions 
of  dollars  in  coin,  to  supply  the  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  armies  for  one  year.  That  the 
impressment  law  be  modified  so  as  not  to  allow 
public  officers  to  impress  supplies  without  mak- 
ing payment  of  the  valuation  at  the  time  of  im- 
pressment. That  more  efficient  revenue  meas- 
ures be  passed ;  that  more  rigorous  military 
bills  be  passed,  and  that  a  general  militia  law  be 
enacted.  Respecting  the  suspension  of  the 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  he  used 
this  language : 

I  have  heretofore,  in  a  confidential  message  to  the  two 
Houses,  stated  the  facts  which  induced  me  to  consider  it 
ueCfSsary  that  the  privilege  of  the  wiit  of  fiaheas  coj-pua 
ehoulJ  be  suspended.  The  conviction  of  the  necessity  of 
this  measure  has  become  deeper,  as  the  events  of  the 
struggle  have  been  developed.  Congress  has  not  concurred 
with  mo  in  opinion.  It  is  my  duty  tosny  that  the  timehag 
arrived  when  tlie  suspension  of  tlio  writ  is  not  simply  ad- 
visabla  and  expedient,  but  almost  indispensable  to  the  suc- 
cessful conduct  of  the  war.  On  Congress  must  rest  the 
renpunsibility  of  declining  to  exercise  a  power  conferred  by 
the  Coiisiitution  as  a  means  of  public  safety  to  be  used  in 
periods  of  national  iieril  resulting  from  foreign  invasion, 
if  our  pre>init  circumstances  are  not  such  as  were  contem- 
plated wlun  tiiis  power  was  conferred,!  confess  myself  at 
a  los,  to  imagine  any  contingency  in  which  this  clause  of 
the  Constitution  will  not  remain  a  dead  letter. 

ON    PEACE. 

Congress  will  remember  that  in  the  conference  above  re- 
ferred to  our  commissioners  were  informed  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  would  not  enter  into  any 
agreement  or  treaty  whatever  with  the  Confederate  States, 
nor  with  any  single  State;  and  that  the  only  possible  mode 
of  obtaining  peace  was  by  laying  down  our  arms,  disband- 
ing our  forces,  and  yielding  unconditional  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  including  those  passed  for  the 
couhscatiou  of  our  property,  and  the  constitutional  amend- 


ment for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  will  further  be  r^ 
membered  that  Mr.  Lincoln  declares  that  the  only  terms  on 
which  hostilities  would  cease,  were  those  stated  in  his 
message  of  December  last,  in  which  we  wore  informed  that 
in  the  event  of  our  penitent  submission,  he  would  temper 
justice  with  mercy;  and  that  the  question  whether  we 
would  be  governed  as  dependent  territories,  or  permitted 
to  have  a  representation  in  their  Congress,  was  one  on  which 
he  could  promise  nothing,  but  which  would  be  decided  by 
their  Congress,  after  our  submission  had  been  accepted. 

It  has  not,  however,  been  hitherto  stated  to  you  that  in 
the  course  of  the  conference  at  Fortress  Monroe,  a  sugges- 
tion was  made  by  one  of  our  commissioners  that  the  objec- 
tions entertained  by  Mr.  Lincoln  to  treating  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Confederacy  or  with  any  separate  State 
might  be  avoided  by  substituting  for  the  usual  mode  of 
negotiating  through  commissioners  or  other  diplomatic 
agents,  the  method  sometimes  employed  of  a  military  con- 
vention to  be  entered  into  by  the  Commanding  Generals  of 
the  armies  of  the  two  belligerents.  This,  he  admitted,  was 
a  power  possessed  by  him,  though  it  was  not  thought  com- 
mensurate with  all  the  questious  involved.  As  he  did  not 
accept  the  suggestion  when  made,  he  was  afterwards  re- 
quested to  reconsider  his  conclusion  upon  the  subject  of  a 
suspension  of  hostilities,  wliich  he  agreed  to  do,  but  said 
that  ho  had  maturely  considered  of  the  plan,  and  liad  deter- 
mined that  it  could  not  be  done. 

Subsequently,  however,  an  interview  with  Gen.  Long- 
street  was  asked  for  by  Gen.Ord,  commanding  the  enemy's 
army  of  the  James,  during  which  Gen.  Longstreet  was  in- 
formed by  him  that  there  was  a  possibility  of  arriving  at  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  present  unhappy  difficulties, 
by  means  of  a  military  convention,  and  that  if  Gen.  Lee  de- 
sired au  interview  on  the  subject,  it  would  not  be  declined, 
provided  Gen.  Lee  had  authority  to  act.  This  communica- 
tion was  supposed  to  be  the  consequence  of  the  suggestion 
above  referred  to,  and  Gen.  Lee,  according  to  instructions, 
wrote  to  Gen.  Grant  on  the  2d  of  this  month,  proposing  to 
meet  him  for  conference  on  the  subject,  and  stating  that  ho 
was  vested  with  the  requisite  authority.  Gen.  Grant's 
reply  stated  that  he  had  no  authority  to  accede  to  the  pro- 
posed conference;  that  his  powers  extended  only  to  mak- 
ing a  convention  on  subjects  purely  of  a  military  char- 
acter, and  that  Gen.  Ord  could  only  have  meant  that  an 
interview  would  not  be  refused  on  any  subject  of  wiuchhe, 
Gen  Grant,  had  the  right  to  act. 

It  thus  appears  that  neither  with  the  Confederate  au- 
thorities, nor  the  auihorities  of  any  State,  nor  through 
the  Commanding  Generals,  will  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  treat  or  make  any  terms  or  agreement  what- 
ever for  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  There  remains,  then, 
for  us  no  choice  but  to  continue  this  contest  to  a  final  issue; 
for  the  people  of  the  Confederacy  can  be  but  little  known 
to  him  who  supposes  it  possible  they  would  ever  consent  to 
purduisi-,  at  tlio  cost  of  degradation  and  slavery,  permission 
to  live  in  a  country  garrisoned  by  their  own  negroes,  and 
governed  by  officers  sent  by  the  conqueror  to  rule  over 
them. 

WRIT  OF  HABEAS  CORPUS. 

1865,  January  20— Mr.  J.  M.  Leach,  of  N.  C, 
offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
is  one  of  the  great  bulwarks  of  freedom,  and  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  suspended  except  in  extreme  cases  where 
the  public  safety  imperatively  demands  it;  that  the  people 
of  this  Confederacy  are  united  in  a  great  struggle  for  lit>- 
erty,  and  that  no  exigency  exists  justifying  its  suspen- 
sion. 

The  resolution  was  lost  by  the  following 
vote  : 

ViiAS — Messrs  Anderson,  Bell,  Boyce,  Branch,  Clopton, 
Colyar,  Cruickshank,  Darden,  Foster,  Fuller,  Garland,  Gil- 
mer, Lumpkin,  J.  Al.  Leacli,  J.  T.  Leach,  Lester,  Logan, 
Marshall,  Wiles,  Murray,  Orr,  Kamsay,  J.  M.  Smith,  W.  E. 
Smith,  Turner,  Wickliam — 26. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aikeu,  Baldwin,  Barksdale,  Batson,  Blan- 
ford,  Baylor,  Bradley,  11.  W.  Bruce,  Chrismau,  Clark, 
Cluskcy,  Conrow,  DeJarnette,  Dupre,  Ewiug,  Farrow, 
Gaither,  Gholson,  Goode,  Gray,  Ilauley,  Uatcher,  Ilerbert, 
lliltou.  Holder,  Johnson,  Keeble,  I^you,  Machen,  Moore, 
Norton,  Perkins,  Head,  llussell.  Sexton,  Shewmake,  Simi>- 
son,  Suead,  Staples,  Triplett,  Villex'o,  VVilkes,  .Mr.  Speaker 
— 4o. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rcsskll,  of  Va.,  it  was  re- 
ferreii  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

1804,  December  24 — The  same  resolution  was 
negatived — yeas  31,  nays  41,  as  follows: 
Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Atkins,  Aycr,  Baldwin,  Boyca, 
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Branch,  Clopton,  Colyar,  Crnickshank,  Dardon,  Echols,  Far- 
row, Foster,  Gailhcv,  Garland,  Ilanley,  Herbert,  Holdeii, 
Lumpkin,  Lester,  Marshall,  Menees,  Miles,  Simpson,  J.  5L 
Smith,  W.  E.  Smith,  Smith,  (Ala.,;  Smith,  (N.  C.,)  Wick- 
bam,  Witherspoon— 31. 

Nats — Messrs  Aiken.  Barksdale,  Batsnn,  BIanford,E.  M. 
Bruce,  H.  W.  Bruce,  Chilton,  Chrisman,  Clark,  Cluskey, 
Conrad,  Conrow,  Dickenson,  Uupre,  Elliott,  Ewing,  Fuii- 
8ten,  Gholson,  Goode,  Ilartridgo,  Hatcher,  Holliday,  John- 
son, Keeble,  Kenner,  Lyon,  Machen,  Norton,  Perkins,  Pugli, 
Sexton,  Shewmake,  Snead,  Swan,  Triplett,  Vest,  Villere, 
Welsh,  Wilkes,  Mi-.  Speaker— 41. 

1865,  March  15 — The  House  passed  a  bill — 
yeas  36,  najs  32 — suspending  the  privilege,  but 
the  Senate — yeas  6,  nays  9 — at  first  refused  to 
concur,  but  subsequently  passed  it,  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  Confederate  States  are  invaded,  and  the 
public  safety  requires  a  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus, 

Tlie  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  en- 
act, That  the  privilege  of  the  wi  it  of  habeas  corpus  is  here- 
by suspended  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  in  all  cases 
of  arrest  or  detention  by  ordir  of  the  President,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  or  the  general  officer  commandiHg  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Military  Department. 

Sec.  2.  Until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  the  said  privi- 
lege shall  be  suspended  for  si.\ty  days  from  the  time  of  ar- 
rest, in  every  case  of  arrest  or  detention  by  order  of  a 
general  officer  commanding  an  army,  or  a  military  depart- 
ment or  district. 

Sec.  3.  Every  such  order  shall  be  in  writing,  signed  by 
the  officer  making  the  same,  and  shall  name  or  describe  the 
person  to  be  arrested  or  detained. 

Sec.  4.  No  military  officer,  detaining  a  person  by  virtue 
Of  any  such  order,  shall  bo  compelled,  in  answer  to  any 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  appear  in  person,  or  to  return  the 
body  of  the  person  so  detniued;  but  upon  his  certificate, 
under  oath,  that  such  person  is  detained  by  him  undersuch 
an  order,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  order,  further 
proceedings  under  the  wri^hall  cease  and  remain  sus- 
pended according  to  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections. 
FINANCIAL. 

1865,  March  17 — A  law  was  enacted  "to 
raise  coin  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  neces- 
sary supplies  to  the  army,"  which  imposes  a 
tax  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  coin  in  the 
hands  of  individuals  or  banks  in  excess  of  $200, 
and  authorizing  in  lieu  thereof  a  loan  from  the 
banks,  to  the  extent  of  $2,000,000,  if  made  by 
the  17th  of  April.  A  supplementary  aa  com- 
muted this  tax  where  the  owners  ot  coin  would 
exchange  it  for  cotton  at  the  late  of  fifteen 
cents  per  pou^d.  Before  March  28,  the  Statj 
of  Virginia  auvanced  §300,000  in  coin  fur  the 
use  of  the  Commissary  Department,  for  which 
an  order  was  signed  by  the  rebel  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  2,000,000  pounds  of  cotton, 
"  with  the  right  to  export  the  same  free  of  all 
conditions  except  the  payment  of  the  (export) 
duty  of  seventy-five  cents  per  pound."  About 
that  time,  William  W.  Crump,  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  was  sect  to  the  banks  of 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to 
negotiate  for  their  share  of  the  loan.  These 
facts  are  obtained  from  ofScial  documents  found 
in  Richmond,  and  published  recently  in  the  New 
York  and  other  papers. 

GENERAL  MILITIA  LAW. 

The  general  militia  law  recommended  above 
is  said  to  have  been  passed. 

CHANGE  IN  Mil,   DAVIS's  CABINET. 

Secretary  of  War— John  C.  Breckinridge  ap- 
pointed, January  6,  18G5,  in  place  of  James  A. 
Seddon,  resigned. 


Peace  Movements  in  the  States. 

NORTH    CAROLINA. 

Several  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  peace 
were  ofiFered. 


In  November,  1864,  Mr.  Poot  proposed  these 
in  the  Senate  : 

Resolved,  That  five  commissioners  be  appointed  by  this 
General  Assembly,  to  act  with  Commissioners  from  the 
other  States  of  the  Confederaci"  as  a  medium  for  negotia- 
ting a  peace  wilh  the  United  States 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  other  States  of  the  Con- 
federacy be  requested  to  create  a  similar  commission, 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicitb'e,  and  to  co-operate  with 
North  Carolina  in  requesting  of  President  1  avis,  in  the 
name  of  these  sovereign  States,  that  he  tender  the  United 
States  a  condition  for  negotiating  a  peace  through  the  me- 
dium of  these  commissioners. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  make  known  to  each  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Confederacy  this  action  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  and  endeavor  to  secure  their 
co-operaiion. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  any  five  States  shall  have  re- 
sponded by  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  the  Governor 
sliall  communicate  the  proceeding  officially  to  President. 
Davis,  and  request  his  prompt  action  upon  the  proposition. 

In  December,  resolutions  were  introduced 
recommending  the  appointment  of  a  delegation 
from  that  body  to  represent  all  parts  of  the 
State,  to  proceed  to  Washington  to  secure  terms 
of  ■  eace.     Laid  over. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  a  majority  of 
the  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Legisla- 
ture, to  whom  were  referred  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions entitled  "  r  solutions  to  initiate  negotia- 
tions for  an  honorable  peace  :" 

The  majority  of  the  "joint  select  committee  of  the  two 
Houses,"  to  which  were  referred  Senate  resolutions  No.  4, 
entitled  "resolutions  to  initiate  negotiations  for  an  honor- 
able peace,"  report  the  same  back  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  reiommeud  that  they  pass. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  believe  that  while  every 
effijrt  is  being  made  to  increase  and  strengthen  the  army 
by  the  most  severe  drain  upon  the  peojile,  for  men  and 
means,  these  extreme  requirements  should  bo  accompanied 
by  some  iiianilestations  of  an  effort  and  desire  to  secure  an 
honorable  peace  by  all  other  legitimate  measures. 

Commissioners  heretofore  tendered  have  lieeri  refused  by 
the  United  States  i^wju  tho  pretext  that  their  reception 
wuuld  imply  a  recognition  of  tho  Confederate  Government, 
as  preliminary,  and  that  in  case  of  a  failure  to  agree  upon 
a  treaty  such  recognition  would  nevertheless  stand.  These 
resolutions  seek  to  remove  this  objection  by  appointing 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  States,  wlmse  civil  exist- 
enceandanthority  have  never  been  denied;  but, at  the  same 
time,  to  make  their  tender  and  all  powers  dependent  on  the 
action  and  adojition  of  the  President.  It  is  not  proposeil 
that  these  commissioners  derive  any  powers  from  the  States, 
but  only  that  they  be  tendered  by  tho  President  for  a  peace 
conference,  he  giving  to  them  such  powers  and  instructions 
as  he  may  deem  necessary  and  proi)er. 

JOHN  POOL,  aiairman. 

A.  C.  COWbE. 

D.  F.  CALDWELL. 

1865,  January  11 — In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Mr.  Shakpe  introduced  the  following  re- 
solutions : 

Resolved,  That  State  sovereignty  is  the  principle  on  which 
North  Carolina  and  the  other  States  withdrew  from  the 
United  States  tiovernment;  and,  therefore,  the  States  com- 
prising the  Southern  Confederacy  are  sovereigns,  and  that 
the  Confederate  Government  is  only  the  agent  of  the  States, 
and  suiiject  to  their  control. 

Resolved,  further.  That  the  States  in  their  sovereign  ca- 
pacity have  the  right  to  take  up  the  question  of  peace  or 
war,  and  settle  it  without  consultation  with  the  President 
of  tlio  Southern  Confederacy  or  of  the  so-called  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Crawford,  of  Rowan,  these 
resolutions  were  laid  on  tue  table — ayes  52, 
nays  50. 

January  19 — In  the  Hou  e  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Hanes  submitted  a  preamble  and  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  a  general  convention  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  the  former  attributing  oppres- 
sive and  unconstitutional  laws,  which  have  been 
passed  frv^m  time  to  time,  to  irresponsible  rep- 
reseuiaiives  from  Stales  which  have  no  constit- 
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uents  upon  whom  the  laws  passed  by  them  can 
operate ;  the  latter  reading  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  joint  select  Committee  on  Confederate 
Relations  be  instructed  to  frame  and  bring  in  a  bill  forth- 
with, calling  a  convention  of  the  people  of  this  State,  or 
Bubmittiug  the  question  to  them,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
assemble  in  convention  should  .a  majority  of  them  deeire  to 
do  so,  for  the  purpose  of  so  amending  the  Constituiioii  as 
to  provide  that  hereafter  the  representatives  of  any  State 
or  States  whose  ttrritory  is  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  so 
that  the  Confederate  laws  cannot  be  enforced  therein,  shall 
not,  during  the  continuance  of  such  occupation  by  the  en- 
emy, be  permitted  to  vote  upon  any  question  of  legislation, 
but  shall  have  only  such  rights  as  are  allowed  to  delegates 
in  the  territories  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  of  consid- 
ering such  other  amendments  as  said  three  Sfcites  shall  con- 
cur on  suggestion. 

Resolved,  further.  That  State  sovereignty  being  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  North  Carolina  and  other  States  withdrew 
from  the  Federal  Union,  the  States  comprising  the  Southern 
Confederacy  are  sovereigns,  and  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment is  only  their  agent  and  subject  to  their  control,  and 
the  States  in  their  sovereign  capacity  in  general  conven- 
tion assembled  have  a  right  to  negotiate  peace  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  without  consultation 
witli  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Hanes  followed  in  a  long  argument  in 
support  of  his  resolutions,  at  the  close  of  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Peiison,  they  were  laid  upon 
the  table — yeas  58,  nays  39. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Johnston,  introduced  a  bill  to 
call  a  convention  of  the  people,  which  passed 
it5  first  reading  and  was  referred  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee.  It  di-clares  that  the  pretent 
condition  of  the  country  demands  that  the  sov- 
ereign people  of  this  State  sho  ild  as.-'emble  in 
convention  to  effect,  if  possible,  an  honorable 
termination  of  the  present  war,  and  provides 
that  an  election  shall  be  held  on  the  13th  of 
February,  1865,  the  vote  to  be  "  convention," 
or  "no  convention;"  that  if  the  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  be  for  the  convention,  such  conven- 
tion shall  h'.  held  in  the  city  of  Raleigh  on  the 
second  Monday  of  March,  and  consist  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  delegates. 

VIRGINIA. 
[From  the  Richmond  Examiner,  Jan.  13.] 

1865,  January  12 — In  the  House  of  Delegates,  Mr.  MaLER 
introduced  along  series  of  pe;ico  resolutions  for  the  ap- 
ptiintment  of  five  commissioners,  and  to  declare  for  an 
armistice,  a  national  convention,  and  an  honorable  peace 
through  State  action.     The  following  debate  took  place : 

Mr.  TOMLIN  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  MiLLCR.  I  would  ask  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion. I  hope  the  House  will  come  to  the  record  on  tliis 
question.  I  do  not  commit  the  House  in  this  proposition 
to  the  policy  of  reconstruction,  to  which  I  am  opposed,  as 
is  to  be  seen  by  the  resolutions.  The  question  is  an  im- 
portant one,  and  its  discussion  now  was  not  contemplated. 
I  think  it  would  be  more  appropriate  to  consider  it  in 
secret  session. 

Mr.  Pexdluton.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  King  William 
[Mr.  TomlinJ  will  modify  his  motion  to  the  simple  proposi- 
tion to  lay  the  preamble  and  resolution  on  the  table.  There 
are  some  things  in  the  resolutions  I  am  not  prepared  to 
vote  against ;  such,  for  instance,  as  that  which  proposes  to 
mitigate  the  horrors  of  war.  Hut,  at  the  same  time,  I 
denounce  the  cardinal  objects  of  tlio  resolutions  as  foreign 
to  the  honor,  welfare,  and  dignity  of  Virgiuiii,  putting,  as 
it  does,  the  State  in  a  revolutionary  position,  severing  lier 
c<jnnection  from  that  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  pro- 
position is,  intact,  that  sho  secedes. 

Mr.  Miller.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken  as  to  any  such 
proposition  being  in  them. 

Mr.  I'E.NDLETON.  I  Would  be  glad,  then,  if  the  gentleman 
will  state  their  meaning.  To  my  mind  they  are  tirebrands, 
thrown  into  our  midst  at  one  of  the  closest  and  most  crit- 
ical periods  of  the  war,  and  I  denounce  them  as  unworthy 
of  Virginia;  yet  I  prefer  that  they  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
in  order  to  see  what  in  them  is  good  and  what  evil,  and  to 
see  if  the  good  may  not  bo  put  to  some  account,  and  the 
bad,  which  forms  the  spirit  of  them,  and  for  which  I  de- 
nounce them,  eliminated. 

Mr.  Miller.  Upon  conference  with  gentlemen  not  en- 


tirely opposed  to  the  resolutions,  I  will  consent  to  withdraw 
them. 

[Numerous  objections  to  permit  their  withdrawal  were 
made,  and  the  expression  "  dispose  of  them  iit  once  and 
forever"  was  rejieated  in  various  parts  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  AxDEKsoN.  If  this  was  tho  first  movement  of  the 
kind  which  that  gentleman  [Mr.  Miller]  has  made  in  this 
House,  1  would  consent  to  let  him  withdraw  his  resolu- 
tions. But  a  year  ago  he  threw  a  similar  firebrand  into 
this  House;  and  when  the  motion  was  made  to  dispose  of 
it,  as  is  proposed  to  dispose  of  this,  even  the  gentleman 
himself  [Mr.  Miller]  did  not  have  the  hardihood  to  vote 
Bgainst  its  indefinite  postponement.  His  name  cannot  be 
found,  sir,  on  record  against  the  postponement  of  his  own 
proposition.  What  is  hi-<  object  now,  after  bis  first  effort 
met  with  such  a  signal  repulse  that  he  himself  shrank  from 
resistance?  These  resolutioas  are  similar  and  responsive 
to  propositions  which  have  been  made  in  other  St-itesl'y  the 
party  which,  under  the  cloak  of  peace,  are  attempting  to  de- 
stroy the  Confederacy.  Every  man  who,  under  tlie  cloak  of 
peace,  comes  forward  with  propositions  of  that  kind,  must 
be  viewed  a'i  prepared  to  submit.  Yes,  sir,  submit,  t'orthere 
can  be  no  other  terms.  The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  has  said  that  the  South  canonly  have  pence  by  laying 
down  its  arms ;  and  as  to  this  favorite  proposition  of  State 
conventions,  he,  the  United  States  Seci'et  ^ry,  has  said,  we 
cannot  open  communications  with  you,  because  we  would 
sacrifice  our  position  in  regard  to  yonr  doctiino  of  the  su- 
periority of  Mate  sovereignty  over  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  important  to  act  promptly  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  to  give  no  countenance  to  this  mischievous,  and,  I 
believe,  treasonable  party. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called,  tho  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  was  adopted.  Yeas,  101 ;  nays,  "2— ^Messrs.  Miller 
of  tiee,  and  Smith  of  Russell. 

January  20 — In  the  House  of  Delegates  Mr. 
Douglas  oflFered  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tions : 

Rcsohed  by  tht  Senate  and  ITousc  of  Delegates  of  Vir- 
ginia in  General  Assembl>/ co)f^ened,'S:hi^t  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, having  entered  into  the  present  contest  with  the 
United  States,  and  made  common  cause  with  the  confeder- 
ates to  uphold  and  defend  thcir.rights  ond  liberties  from 
a  common  danger,  is  ready  and  anxious  for  the  return  of 
peace  whenever  the  same  can  be  obtained  on  terms  honor- 
able and  just  alike  to  herself  and  them,  and  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  secure  for  all  time  tho  precious  objects  for 
which  we  are  contending. 

Resolreil,  That  the  Legislature,  representing  the  senti- 
ment of  Virginia,  desires  the  constitutional  department  of 
the  confederate  government  to  avail  itself  of  every  favora- 
ble indication  to  negotiate  for  terms  of  peace  ;  yet  wo  sol- 
emnly depiecate  any  irregular  action  in  the  premises, 
eilhi  r  in  the  shape  of  a  congressional  commission,  or  other 
way,  as  revolutionary  and  dangerous  in  character,  violin 
live  of  the  faith  mutually  pledged  by  the  States  to  each 
other  ill  the  adoption  of  the  confederate  constitution,  by 
distracting  and  dividing  the  minds  of  the  people,  to  weaken 
our  jiower  of  resistance,  disintegrate  these  States,  and 
place  the  people  of  this  State  especially  at  the  mercy  of  the 
common  enemy. 

Mr.  Marshall  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  In  or- 
der that  the  resolutions  might  be  placed  on  the  secret  cal- 
endar. He  thought  the  resolutions  should  be  considered 
iu  secret  session.  In  reference  to  these  resolutions  he  had 
something  to  say  which  he  would  not  like  to  say  in  open 
session. 

Mr.  Douglas  opposed  the  motion  to  place  the  resolutions 
on  the  secret  calendar.  Such  a  disposition  of  them  would 
defeat  the  object  which  he  had  in  view.  He  wished  to  see 
tlie  resolutions  ad  ipted.  and  go  forth  as  the  views  of  thia 
Legislature.  He  desired  to  put  his  heel  on  every  irregular 
attempt  to  negotiate  terms  of  peace  either  in  the  shape  of 
a  congressional  commission,  by  separate  StJite  action,  or 
otherwise.  Such  scliemes,  in  his  estimation,  would  lead  to 
a  disintegration  of  States  and  the  overthrow  of  tho  govern- 
ment which  thepeo])le  have  instituted. 

.Mr.  .\RMSTK0.NO  thought  it  best  that  the  resolutions 
should  be  consiilered  in  secret  session. 

Mr.  Collier  was  in  favor  of  discussing  the  resolutions  in 
open  session.  He  wanted  tho  people  to  know  what  their 
represeututives  were  doing,  and  what  were  our  opinions. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  with  a  view  of  transfer 
ring  the  rer-olutions  to  tho  secret  calendar  was  disagreed  to, 
and  it  was  laid  aside. 

January  26 — In  the  House  of  Delegates, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Huasill,  sent  to  the  clerk's  desk  and  caused 
to  lie  read  .i  series  of  resolutions  deploring  the  war  and 
looking  to  the  attainment  of  peice  by  the  ar'ilranient  of 
diplomacy  and  negotiation,  the  sword  haviu;;  failed.    The 
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resolutions,  after  mncb  discussion,  were  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

March  9— Tn  the  House  of  Delegates,  the  fol- 
lowing debate  occurred  on  the  proposition  for 
a  State  Convention : 

On  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  reconsideration  of 
tlie  vote  b.v  wliich  tlie  bill  conferriria:  coiiventioiuil  power 
upon  thel.enenil  Assembly  was  lost,  Mr.  IIuntek,  of  lierki> 
ley,  obtained  the  floor  in  opposition  10  tlie  proposition  to 
reconsider  the  vote. 

The  discussion  iilready  had  upon  the  subject  had  had,  he 
thouglit,  dangerous  and  pernicious  eflVct.-.  He  hoped,  the 
vote  would  not  bo  recoiisidere  1 ;  tliat  the  bill  would  be  left 
to  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.  Mr.  Buford,  of  Pittsylvania, 
hoped  the  House  would  arraign  itself  upon  the  question 
fair  and  square  witliout  prejudice;  he  thouicht  no  harm 
could  come  of  a  Convention.  The  time  might  come  when 
legislators  would  not  find  themselves  liehind  the  people  in 
this  matter.  Ho  was  willing  to  trust  the  people  and  the 
people  should  he  willing  to  trust  their  legislators.  Mr. 
SnEFPET,  {Speaker,)  with  Mr.  Kelley  in  the  Chair,  spoke  in 
opposition  to  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  whicli 
the  bill  to  clothe  the  Constitutional  Assembly  with  consti- 
tutional powers  was  lost.  If  two  evils  were  proposed,  he 
would  choose  the  least — the  straight-out  Convention.  Ho 
did  not  understand  that  there  was  tp  be  any  dilTerence  in 
powers  to  be  conferred  upon  either  body.  True,  the  legis- 
lature could  not  touch  thebill  of  ridits  nur  uiute  the  pow- 
ers of  legislature,  executive  and  judicial.  II  anything  was 
Contemplated  by  a  convention,  it  wixs  looking  to  the  sever- 
ance of  Virginia's  connection  with  the  Confederacy  and 
opening  of  new  and  separate  negotiations  with  the  treaty- 
making  power  of  the  North.  Once  open  this  flood-gate  and 
you  will  let  loose  a  current  that  will  sweep  with  desolation 
the  last  hope  of  freedom  from  this  continent.  Had  wo  not 
rather  bear  those  ills  we  have  than  fly  to  others  that  wo 
know  not  of?  How  long  will  it  be  after  this  convention  is 
called  before  a  cry  will  go  forth  and  reconstruction  or  no 
reconstruciion  become  the  watchword  of  these  dangerous 
times  ?  No  harm  to  trust  the  people,  as  gentlemen  say, 
but  it  is  a  terrible  liarm  for  Virginia  to  lead  off  in  the  ex- 
pression of  distrust  for  the  general  government.  People 
will  say,  if  the  army  will  say  it,  that  Virginia  is  preparing 
to  cast  loose  from  tlie  body  of  her  Confederate  Union.  Onr 
enemy  will  say  that  Virginia  is  preparing  to  leave  tlie 
sinking  ship  and  to  take  to  her  jolly-boat.  The  speaker 
neverwould  with  liis  voice  advocate  a  call  for  a  convention, 
legislative  or  straight-out.  If  other  States  fly  madly  from 
their  sphere  like  erratic  rockets  to  blaze  a  while,  and  then 
die  out  in  eternal  night  forever,  let  them  fly;  but  let  Vir- 
ginia be  one  of  those  calm,  fixed  stars,  veiled  sometimes  in 
cloud  and  tempest,  but  indestructible  as  the  firmament 
from  which  it  shines.    Virginia  must  never  perish  thus. 

Mr.  Staples,  of  Patrick,  interrupting  the  Speaker,  ap- 
pealed to  the  House.  He  had  never  said  that  a  convention 
was  to  prepare  A'irginia  for  the  dissolution  of  her  copart- 
nership in  the  Confederate  Union. 

Mr.  Sheffey,  continuing,  said  it  was  now  too  late  to  do 
this  thing.  The  ship  of  State  is  upon  the  rapids,  and  if  the 
helmsman  cannot  guide  the  ship  she  must  be  dashed  to 
pieces.  It  was  no  time  now  to  change  front ;  no  time  to 
seek  a  hidiug-placo  from  the  tempest  of  war.  If  we  are 
to  sink,  let  us  sink  where  we  stiind,  and  go  down  with 
our  sliip  witli  one  triumphant  shout  of  defiance,  with  the 
flag  of  Virginia — "  Sic  Semper  Tyrannii  " — floating  over 
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Mr.  BuRWEi.L,  of  Bedford,  was  going  to  stick  to  the  ship 
till  she  struck  or  run  ashore;  then  he  would  build  a  raft 
of  the  fragimiits  and  see  what  could  l>e  done.  He  favored 
a  convention,  vested  in  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  llouEiiTSON,  of  Richmond,  said  that  only  when  our 
armies  were  overthrown,  the  Confederacy  torn  limb  from 
limb  and  State  from  State,  would  he  give  his  vote  or  con- 
sent to  go  into  convention.  Even  up  to  to  the  last  extremi- 
ity,  the  honor  and  integrity  of  Virginia  demanded  that  she 
shoiUd  st;ind  firm.  If  legislators  l)e  of  the  opinion  that  a 
convention  isdemauded,  they  should  withdraw  themselves 
from  the  possible  imputation  of  being  candidates  for  its 
membership. 

Mr.  St.aples  obtained  the  floor,  when  Mr.  BonLOiy  called 
for  the  order  of  the  day.  The  consideration  of  the  tax  bill 
and  the  question  under  debate  was  postponed,  and  a 
resoluiion  from  the  Senate  extending  the  session  twenty- 
two  days  from  Tuesday  next  taken  up. 

ALABAMA. 

November,  1864 — This  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion were  submitted  by  Mr.  Paksons  and  de- 
bated : 

Whereas  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  commander-ia-cliief  of  the  army  and  uavy 


thereof,  and  the  friends  and  supporters  of  his  administra- 
tion, tiave  declared  that  negotiations  for  peace  cannot  be 
entertained  except  on  a  basis  of  restoration  of  the  Union  in 
its  territorial  integrity  and  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and 
that  the  existing  war  must  bo  prosecuted  until  the  men  of 
these  Confederate  States  are  compelled  to  submit  to  these 
terms  or  are  subjugated,  and,  if  necessary  to  secure  this 
end,  exterminated,  their  lands  confiscated,  and  their  women 
and  children  driven  forth  as  wanderers  on  the  face  of  the 
earth : 

And  whereas  the  re-election  of  ABUAtiAM  Lincoln  to  the 
office  of  President  of  the  United  States  is  advocated  by 
many,  if  not  all  of  his  supporters  upon  these  grounds,  and 
thattliere  is  no  other  way  to  terminate  the  war,  insisting 
that  there  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
these  States  to  enter  into  negotiatious  for  peace,  except  on 
the  distinct  admission  of  the  separate  independence  of 
these  States  as  a  basis  : 

And  whereas,  at  a  recent  Convention  held  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  a  numerous  and  powerful  party  has  declared  its 
willingness,  if  successful,  to  stop  fighting  and  open  nego- 
tiations with  us  on  the  Ijasis  of  the  Federal  Couslitution  as 
it  is,  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union  under  it :  now, 
therefore — 

Bn  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hmise  ff  Representativts 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That 
we  sincerely  desire  peace.  If  the  aforesaid  party  is  suc- 
cessful, we  are  willing  and  ready  to  open  negotiations  for 
peace  on  the  basis  indicated  in  the  platform  adopted  by 
said  Convention — our  sister  States  of  this  Confederacy  being 
willing  thereto. 

For  further  action,  see  page  456. 


In  November,  1864,  these  resolutions  were 
offered  by  Mr.  Lintok  Stephens  : 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia  do  resolv* 
that  the  independence  of  the  Southern  Confederate  States 
of  America,  based  upon  the  constitutional  compact  between 
the  sovereign  States  compo-^ing  the  Confederacy,  and  main- 
tained through  nearly  four  years  of  gigantic  war,  justly 
claims  from  the  world  its  recognition  as  a  rightful  fact. 

2.  That  all  the  States  which  composed  the  late  American 
Union,  as  well  those  embraced  within  the  present  United 
States  as  those  embraced  within  the  Southern  Confederacy, 
are  what  the  original  thirteen  States  were  declared  to  b« 
by  our  fathers  of  1776,  and  acknowledged  to  be  by  Georgs 
the  Third  of  England — independent  and  sovereign;  not 
as  one  political  community,  but  as  States,  each  one  of  them 
constituting  such  a  "people"  as  have  the  inalienable  right 
to  terminate  any  Government  of  their  former  choice,  by 
withdrawing  from  it  their  consent,  just  as  the  original 
tliirteen  States,  through  their  common  agent,  acting  for 
and  in  the  name  of  each  one  of  them,  by  the  withdrawal 
of  their  consent,  put  a  rightful  termination  to  the  British 
Goverument,  which  has  been  established  over  them  with 
their  consent. 

3.  That  the  sovereignty  of  the  individual  States  is  the 
only  basis  of  permanent  peace  on  the  American  continent, 
and  will,  if  the  voice  of  pa.ssion  and  war  can  once  be 
hushed,  and  reason  allowed  to  resume  her  sway,  lead  us  to 
an  easy  and  lasting  solution  of  all  the  matters  of  contro- 
versy involved  in  the  present  lamentable  war,  by  simply  , 
leaving  all  tie  States  free  to  form  their  political  associa- 
tions with  one  another,  not  by  force  of  arms,  which  ex- 
cludes the  idea  of  "  consent,"  but  by  a  rational  considera- 
tion of  their  respective  interests  growing  out  of  their 
natural  considerations. 

4.  That  as  the  very  point  of  controversy  in  the  present 
war  is  the  settlement  of  the  political  association  of  the 
States,  no  treaty  of  peace  can  be  perfected  consistently 
with  the  sovereignty  of  the  individual  States,  without  State 
action  on  the  part  of  at  least  those  States  whose  preference 
may  justly  be  regarded  as  doubtful,  and  have  not  yet  been 
expressed  through  the  appropriate  organs ;  and  therefore 
opposition  to  all  State  co-operation  in  perfecting  a  peace 
cannot  be  consistent  with  a  desire  for  its  establishment  oa 
a  basis  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 

5.  Tliat  we  hail  with  gratification  the  just  and  sound 
sentiment  coming  from  a  large  aud  growing  party  in  the 
North,  that  all  associations  of  these  American  States  must 
bo  voluntary,  and  not  forcible,  and  we  give  a  hearty  re- 
sponse to  their  proposition  to  suspend  the  conflict  of  arms, 
and  hold  a  convention  of  States  to  inaugurate  a  plan  for 
permanent  peace. 

6.  That  the  appropriate  action  of  such  a  conventioa 
would  be  not  to  perform  any  agreement  or  compact  between 
States,  but  only  to  frame  and  propose  a  plan  of  peace ;  and 
the  assembling  of  such  a  convention,  for  such  a  purpose, 
would  be  relieved  from  all  possible  constitutional  objection 
by  the  consent  of  the  two  Governments ;  and  with  sucl- 
couseut,  the  proposed  Conveutioa  would  but  act  as  co*^ 
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missioners  for  the  negotiation  of  peace,  finbject  to  the  rati- 
fii'iitioii  of  both  Govenmients,  and  in  all  points  involving 
tlie  sovereignty  or  integrity  of  the  States,  suliject  also  to 
the  ratification  of  the  particular  States  whose  sovereignty 
might  lie  so  involved. 

7.  That  we  respectflilly,  but  most  earnestly,  urge  upon 
our  own  Government  the  propriety  and  wisdom  of  not  only 
expressing  a  desire  for  peace,  through  the  Presi»Iential 
messages  and  Congressiosal  manifestoes,  but  of  making,  on 


1  all  suitable  occasions,  and  especially  jnst  after  signal  sno 
cesses  of  our  arms,  official,  open,  and  unequivocal  offers  to 
treat  for  p«ace,  through  the  medium  of  a  convention  of 
States,  leaving  our  adversary  to  accept  our  offers,  or  by 
rejecting  them,  to  prove  to  his  own  people  that  he  is  waging 
this  unnatural  war,  not  for  peace  nor  the  good  of  his  coun- 
try, but  for  purposes  of  the  most  unholy  and  dangerous 
ambition. 
On  motion,  two  hundred  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed- 


RESULT  OF  THE  PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION  OF  1864. 

[This  table  includes  the  Home  Vote  aud  tiie  Army  Vote.] 


ELECTORAL 
VOTE. 

POPULAR  TOTE. 

STATES. 

O 

3 

Lincoln. 

McClellan. 

TOTALS. 

7 
5 

12 
4 
6 
5 

33 

72,278 
36,595 

126.742 
14,343 
44,693 
42,422 

368,726 
60,723 

296,389 

8,155 

40,153 

27,786 
265,154 

150,422 

189,487 

72,991 
85,352 

87,331 
79,564 
25,060 
62,134 

9,888 
14,228 
23,223 

9,826 

47,736 
33,034 
48,745 
8,718 
42,288 
13,325 

361,986 
68.014 

276,308 

8,767 

32,739 

64,301 
205,568 

130,233 
168,349 

31,026 

67,370 

49,260 

63,875 

17,375 

43,841 

8,457 

3,871 

10,457 

6,594 

120,014 

69.629 

175,487 

23,061 

86,981 

55,747 

730,712 

7 

128.737 

26 

572,697 

3 

16.922 

7 

72,892 

11 

North  Carolina 

92,087 

21 

13 
16 

11 

8 

8 
8 
4 
5 
3 
3 
5 
2 

Ohio 

470,722 

280,655 

347,836 

104,017 

152,722 

Florida 

Texas .  .     .  . 

136.591 

143,439 

42,435 

California 

105,975 

1>,345 

18,099 

33,680 

16.420 

212 

21 

2,213,665 

1,802,237 

4,015,902 

ARMY    VOTE    FOR   PRESIDENT,   1864. 


States. 

Lincoln. 

McClellan. 

Totals. 

4,174 

2,066 

243 

26,712 
2,800 
1,194 

41,146 
9,402 

15,178 

11,372 
2,600 

741 

690 

49 

12,349 

321 
2,823 
9,757 
2,959 
1.364 
2,458 

237 

4.915 

2,756 

292 

39,061 

3.121 

4,017 

Ohio 

50,903 

12.361 

16,542 

13,830 

2,837 

116,887 

33,748 

150,635 

*  In  Wisconsin,  3,163  votes  for  Lincoln,  and  1,729  votes  for  McClellan  electors  were  rejected  for  informality,  and  418 
scattering  votes  were  cast,  so  that  the  total  vote  should  have  been  148,749. 

t  This  State  was  entitled  to  three  electors,  but  one  dying  before  the  canvass  was  concluded,  but  two  votes  were 
cast  in  the  Electoral  College. 

X  In  Vermont,  a  large  army  vote  was  returned  too  late  to  bo  counted. 

I  In  the  camps  of  Kentucky  soldiers  within  that  State,  the  army  vote  was  included  in  the  general  canvass. 

U  No  army  vote  was  received  until  too  late  for  the  canvass. 

^  The  Kansas  soldiers'  vote  was  2,867  for  Lincoln  and  543  for  McClellan;  not  canvassed  on  account  of  being  receiTed  , 
too  late. 


'  President  Lincoln's  estimate,  page  558,  was  but  129  less  than  the  exact  result  I 
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11,  400 ;  resigned,  400 ;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 

Anderson,  Lucien,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Anderson,  Robert,  Major,  Floyd's  instructions  to,  31 ;  cor- 
respondence before  firing  upon  Sumter,  113,  114;  re- 
port of,  114;  resolution  approving  course  of,  76. 

Anderson,  S.  J.  P.,  Rev.  Dr.,  court-martial  of,  537,  538. 

Anderson,  Thomas  L.,  Ropresenfcitive  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49. 

Anderson,  William  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49. 

Andrew,  John  A.,  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  signer  of  Al- 
toona  Address,  233. 

Anthony,  D.  R.,  Lieut.  Col.,  order  on  fugitive  slaves,  251. 
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Anthony,  Henrt  B.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congreas,  49 ; 
Thirty  Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eiphth,  140;  proposition 
to  repeal  proposed  constitutional  amendiUL-nt  of  1861, 
258. 

Anti-Slavekt  Amendment,  passage  of,  257,  258,  590 ;  votes 
of  State  Legislatures  on  ratifying,  595-600. 

Appeal,  for  recognition  to  Earl  Russell  by  Rebel  Commis- 
sioners, extract  from,  27  ;  Russell's  letter  to  Lyons  re- 
specting, 27;  President  Lincoln's  appeal  to  Border-State 
Representatives,  and  their  replies,  213-220. 

Appleton,  Nathan,  on  Disunion  Oonspinicy,  390. 

Appleton,  William,  Represent'itive  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122 ;  resigned,  123. 

AaoCELLES  Case,  proceedings  in  Congress  respecting,  354, 
355;  letter  of  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  355. 

Akkansas,  vote  for  President  in  1S60, 1 ;  Members  of  Thirty- 
Sixth  Congress,  48,  49 ;  Deputies  in  Rebel  Provisional 
Congress,  11,  400,  and  Members  of  First,  401,  of  Second, 
402;  secession  nioveaient  in  convention,  and  Legisla- 
ture, 4;  seizures  and  surrenders  ill,  23;  vote  on  seces- 
sion ordinance  and  proceedings  of  secession  convention, 
399;  admission  into  the  Confederacy,  400 ;  claimants 
for  seats  at  First  Session  Thirtj'-Eighth  Congress,  140, 
141,  and  Mr.  Trumbull's  report  in  i!<enato,  and  action 
thereon,  320,  321 ;  Free  Stiito  gfjvernment  in,  321;  vote 
on  abolishing  slavery  in,  332 ;  President  Lincoln's  let- 
ters respecting  election  in,  322;  soldiers  in  the  army, 
399 ;  Congressional  action  on  claimants  for  seats,  Second 
Session  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  and  on  recognizing  the 
Free  State  government,  586-588. 

Arms  or  United  States,  transfer  South  in  1859-'C0, 34;  pur- 
chase by  Alabama  and  Virginia  in  1860,  35;  purchiuso 
by  Governor  of  Virginia  prior  to  secession,  36 ;  sulo  to 
States,  3G;  Jefferson  Davis's  bill  to  authorize  such  sale, 
36;  discussion  and  vote  in  the  Senate,  36,  37 ;  Mobile 
Advertiser's  comment  on  Floyd's  tmnsfers,  35;  Burch's 
resolution  relative  to  California's  quotii  of,  41 ;  General 
Hcintzelman's  order  relative  to  sale,  note,  418. 

Armstrong,  James  D.,  Rev.,  facts  concerning,  542, 643. 

Armt,  Redf.l.  strength  of,  117, 121,  399. 

Army  Vote,  at  Presidential  Election  of  1864,  623. 

Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  resolution  on  forgery 
of  official  documents,  194;  bill  for  emancipation  of 
slaves  in  the  insurrectionary  districts, 229,  230;  bill  to 
prohibit  slavery  in  the  Territories,  264;  proposition  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  '268. 

Arnold,  Samuel  O.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67 ;  Sen- 
ator in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  1'23. 

Arrests  of  Citizens,  152-154;  President  Lincoln's  and 
Secretary  Stanton's  orders  respecting,  154;  of  Vallan- 
digham,  162:  Mr.  Pendleton's  resolution  in  House  de- 
nouncing, 182;  proceedings  respecting  sundry,  179- 
181 ;  resolutions,  votes,  and  legislation  respecting,  18.'V 
185;  General  Augur's  order  respecting  military,  187; 
Mr.  Saulsbuiy's  amendment  respecting,  '230,  237  ;  fur- 
ther facts  and  votes,  559-562;  reports  of  Secretary 
Stanton  and  Judge  Holt,  659,  6C0. 

Arrincton,  a.  II.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

ARTniR,  Benjamin  F.,  Clerk  of  South  Carolina  Secession 
Convention,  399 

Article  of  War,  new,  237,  238. 

AsEOTU,  Alexander,  Brigadier  General,  orders  respecting 
the  election  in  Kentucky,  313. 

Ashe,  Thomas  S.,  Deputy  in  R<'hel  Provisional  Congress, 
402;  elected  Senator  to  Third  Rebel  Congress,  611. 

Ashley,  James  M.,  Representative  in  Thirtv-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 19;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140; 
reports  and  propositions  relative  to  reconstruction,  319, 
676,  577. 

A8H»jore,  John  D.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  withdrew,  2. 

Atkins,  John  D.  C,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  40.;  Second, 
402. 

Atlanta  (Ceorgia)  IntdligencfT  on  reconstruction  with  the 
Northwi'stern  States,  note,  303. 

Attorney  General,  circular  respecting  amnesty,  148,  149; 
opinions  respecting  the  President's  powers,  61,  62; 
hiibetis  corpus,  158-161;  execution  of  fugitive  slave 
law,  •2,36;  pay  of  colored  chaplains.  279, '280;  citizen- 
ship, 378-5S4  ;  pay  of  colored  boldiers,  384,  385. 

Acour,  C.  C,  Major  General,  order  respecting  military  ar- 
rests, 187. 

Averell,  William  W.,  Acting  Adjutant  General,  order  to 
prohibit  slaves  leaving  the  city  of  Washington,  245. 

Avery,  William  T.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49. 

Avery,  William  W.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisiunal  Congress, 
400. 

Ater,  Lewis  Malone,  Jr.,  ReprcBcnfative  in  First  Rebid 
Congress,  400;  Second,  402;  vote  oa  secessiuu  ordi- 
nance. 398. 


Babbitt,  Elijah,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  CongreM, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

Backus,  Franklin  T.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Bail,  bill  for,  of  persons  arrested,  183 ;  bill  to  allow  in  cer» 
tain  cases,  662. 

Bailey,  Goldsmith  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122 ;  death,  123. 

Baily,  Joseph,  Rei)resentative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congresa, 
122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Baker,  Edward  D.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48 ; 
Thirty-Seventh,  1'22;  death,  123;  colloquy  with  Sen- 
ator ilunter,  January  11, 1861,  88. 

B.iEER,  James  M.,  Senator  in  First  Retjel  Congress,  401 ; 
Second,  402 ;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 

Baker,  Stephen,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 1.'2. 

Baldwin,  Augustus  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140. 

Baldwin,  John  B.,  vote  on  secession  ordinance  in  Virginia 
Convention,  note,  7 ;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  Second,  402. 

B.aldwin,  John  D  ,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140:  resolution  denouncing  negotia  ion  with  the 
rebel  leaders,  298,  299. 

Baldwin,  Roger  S.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67 ;  prop- 
osition for  Constitutional  Convention,  69. 

Baltimoue,  special  election  in  1861,  9  ;  arrest  of  Police 
Marshal  and  Commissioners  by  General  Banks,  and 
proceedings  concerning,  152, 179;  Emancipation  Reso- 
lutions of  the  City  Union  Convention,  226:  Fair,  I'resi- 
deiit  Lincoln's  remarks  at,  280,  281 ;  Minutes  of  Police 
Commissioners  in  April,  1861,  and  Report  in  Councils 
on  the  expenditure  of  $500,000  appropriation,  same 
period,  393-396;  Union  National  Convention  in,  403; 
Church  questions  in,  624-633. 

Baltimore  American  on  orrestd,  163;  on  Church  Difficulties, 
631. 

Baltimore  Evening  Transcript,  suppression  of,  192. 

Baltimore..  JCxclian/fe,  adjustment  proposition  of,  75. 

Banishment,  prcK-lamation  by  Jetferson  Davis,  121. 

Banking  System,  proceedings  on  establishing,  302-365. 

Banknotes,  small.  President  Lincoln's  veto  of  bill  for,  359; 
projtosed  if  sue  of,  303. 

Banks,  A.  P.,  connected  with  rebel  commissioners,  108. 

Banks,  Nathanill  P.,  MajorGeneral,  instructions  to  Lient. 
Col.  Ruger  for  airest  of  Maryland  Legislature,  153; 
arrest  of  Police  Commissioners,  Marshal  Kane,  and 
others,  in  Baltimore,  and  reasons  therefor,  152. 

Baptist  Associations,  at  Brooklyn,  in  1861,  474;  West 
New  Jersey,  in  1861,  1802,  and  1864,  476,476;  New 
Jersey,  in  1864,476;  Philadelphia,  in  1802  and  1864, 
476,477;  Pennsylvania  in  1862  and  1863,477;  Ohio,  in 
1802,  478;  New  York,  in  1802,478;  American  Baptist 
Missionary  Union,  478.  In  Insurrectionary  States: 
of  Alabama,  513;  (.leorgia,  513,  614,  615;  Southern  Bap- 
tist Convention,  514;  South  Carolina,  514,  515;  orders  of 
President  Lincoln  and  Secretary  Stanton  relative  to 
the  occupancy  of  the  churches  of,  521,  522. 

B.1RKSDALE,  Ethelbert,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Co» 
gress,  402;  Second,  402  ;  proposition  on  Peace.  615. 

Barksdale,  William,  Representitive  in  Thirty  Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  sent  telegram  South,  37  ;  withdrew,  3. 

Barxwell,  Roiiert  W.,  Commissioner  to  Washington,  2; 
ct)rrespondence  with  President  Buchanan,  "29-3. ;  Dep- 
uty in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  '2,  11, 400 ;  Senator 
in  First  Congress,  401 ;  Second,  402 ;  vote  on  secession, 
398;  resolution  on  Independence,  614. 

Barr,  Tho.mas  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congresa, 
48;  adjustment  proposition,  74. 

Barr,  Martin  W.,  arrest  of,  153. 

Barrett,  J.  R,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  adjustment  proposition, 73 ;  member  of  Border- 
States  Committee,  73. 

B.ARRiNGtR,  David  M.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Barrow,  WAsniNGTON,Comuiissioiierof  Tennessee  in  leag» 
ing  her  with  the  "  Conledcnvte  "  States,  5. 

Barry,  G..  Capt.,  purchase  of  Government  arms  in  1860,  36. 

Barry,  Wiluam  S.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,  400. 

Bartow,  Francis  S.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 11, 400. 

Bates,  Daniel  M.,  Member  of  Peace  Conferen  :e,  67. 

Bates,  Edward,  Attorney  General,  108;  circular  respecting 
amnesty,  148,  149  ;  opinion  on  liahetis  corpus,  168-161 ; 
letter  on  execution  of  fugitive  slave  law,  note,  236 ;  opin- 
ions on  pay  of  colored  cliaplains,  279,  '280 ;  citizenship, 
378-384;  pay  of  colored  soldiers,  384,  386;  retirement 
of,  108;  letters  of  Dr.  McPhecters  to,  and  reply  of, 
633,  536. 

Bates,  James  P.,  Member  of  bogos  legislative  council  of 
Kentucky,  8. 

BATbON,  Feux  I.,  RepresentatiTe  in  First  Rebel  Oongrei^ 


INDEX. 


627 


401 ;  second,  402 ;  votes  in  Secession  Convention  of  Ar- 
kansas, 399. 

Battelle,  Robbins,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Battle,  Judge,  North  Carolina,  view  on  habeas  corpus,  120. 

Baxter,  Elisha,  claimant  of  seat  as  Senator  from  Arkansas, 
Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  140. 

Baxter,  H.  Henry,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Baxter,  Portus,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122 ;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Bayard,  James  A.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  and  resignation, 
140;  resolution  on  the  arrest  of  the  Baltimore  Po- 
lice Commissioners,  179 ;  proposition  on  enrollment, 
262. 

Batlor,  J.  R.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

Beale,  Charles  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48. 

Beall,  John  Y.,  court-martial  and  sentence  of,  for  violating 
the  rules  of  war,  551,  652 ;  action  of  Senate  of  Virginia, 
note,  552. 

Beaman,  Fernando  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Beaufort,  (S.  C.,)  port  of,  opened  to  trade,  149. 

Beaureoard,  (i.  T.,  General,  correspondence  of,  with  Major 
Anderson,  before  bombarding  Fort  Sumter,  113,  114. 

Bee,  San  Francisco,  on  a  Pacific  Republic,  42. 

Bell.  Casper  W.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402. 

Bell,  Jl.  P.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402. 

Bell,  John,  vote  for  President  in  1860, 1. 

Bell,  Joshua  F.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Belmont,  August,  remarks  opening  Democratic  National 
Convention,  417. 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  telegram  South,  37;  withdrew,  4;  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, and  Secretary  of  War  in  Ilebcd  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment, 12,  400 ;  Secretary  of  War,  and  Secretary  of 
Stiite  in  Permanent  Government,  401 ;  intercepted  des- 
patch to  Lamar,  151,  152  ;  order  of  arrest  of  Judge  Pat- 
terson and  Colonel  Pickens,  of  East  Tennessee,  187 ; 
order  on  bridge  burning,  187 ;  to  Commissioner  Mason 
on  Peace,  455. 

Bennet,  II.  P.,  Delegate  from  Colorado  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  declaration  of,  note,  690. 

Benning,  Henry  L.,  Commissioner  from  Georgia  to  Vir- 
ginia, 11 ;  received  by  Convention,  6. 

Benton,  Thomas  II.,  on  the  Disunion  Conspiracy,  390. 

Bernard,  General  of  Engineers  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  a  citizen  of  t'rance,  allusion  of  Attorney  General 
Bates,  378. 

Beurett,  James  G.,  arrest  and  release  of,  153. 

Berry,  N  S.,  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  and  signer  of 
tlie  Altoona  Address,  233. 

Biddle,  Cuarles  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  McClellan's  letter  to,  favoring  Geo.  W. 
Woodward's  election  as  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
386. 

Bigler,  Wiluam,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Miniber  (f  Committee  of  Thirteen,  70;  proposition  of 
adjustment,  71,  72;  temporary  Chairman  of  Democratic 
Naticnal  Convention,  and  remarks, 417. 

BlLLDPS,  John,  Speaker  of  Georgia  Rebel  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 329. 

Bingham,  John  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122 ;  proposition 
of  adjustment,  55 ;  bill  to  coUnct  duties  on  imports,  78; 
substitute  for  emancipation  bill,  201. 

Bingham,  Kinsley  S.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  death,  123;  proposition  re- 
specting amendment  of  the  C<mstitution,04. 

Binney,  Horace,  views  on  suspension  of  writ  of  liabeas  cor- 
pus,  161. 

Black.  Jeremiah  S.,  Attorney  Genenl,  and  Secretary  of 
State,  28;  opinion  upon  the  powers  of  the  President, 
50. 

Blaine,  James  Q.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140 ;  resolution  for  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, 259. 

Blair,  Austin,  Governor  of  Michigan,  and  signer  of  Al- 
toona AddresH,  233. 

Blair,  Francis  P.,  Sr.,  agency  in  bringing  about  the  Hamp- 
ton Roads  Conference  on  Peace,  566. 

Blair,  Francis  P.,  Jr.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  unseated,  141; 
amendment  to  the  emancipation  bill,  199, 200 ;  on  se- 
lect committee  on  comiiensated  emancipation,  213; 
letter  of  General  Ilalleck  to.  note,  248;  Senate  resolu- 
tion supposed  to  refer  to  liis  case,  375 ;  report  of  House 
Committee  of  Elections  in  case  of,  and  proceedings 
upon,  375. 
Blllii,  J  ACOii  B.,  Rcpresent.ative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty  Eightli.  141;  substitute  for  the  ou- 
roUmcut  bill,  267  ;  re8oli;.'.iong  on  the  wa. .  29U. 


Blair,  Montgomert,  Postmaster  General,  108 ;  report  on  tho 
exclusion  of  newspapers,  188-191 ;  resignation,  108. 

Blair,  Samuel  S.,  Representative  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48  ;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

BbAKE,  Harrison  G.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  resolution  on  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  292. 

Blanford,  Mark  H.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Buss,  George,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

Buzard,  a.,  one  of  the  Tennessee  protesters,  438-441. 

Blockade,  President's  proclamations  of,  149 ;  proclamation* 
raising,  of  certain  ports,  194;  closing  others,  605. 

Blow,  Henry  T.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

BococK,  Thomas  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  address  to  people  of  Virginia,  40  ;  Member 
of  Rebel  "  Provisional"  Congress,  400;  Speaker  of 
First  Rebel  Congress,  401 ;  Second,  402. 

Bogan,  West,  of  Arkansas,  court-martial  and  sentence  of, 
for  murder  of  his  master,  550,  551. 

Bonds  of  the  United  States,  proposed  State  taxation  of, 
359,  360. 

Bonham,  JIilledge  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  withdrew,  2 ;  Commissioner  to  Mississippi, 
11;  sfcitemeut  respecting  forts  in  Charleston  harbor, 
30;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  400 ;  Gov- 
ernor of  South  Carolina,  402. 

Bonzano,  M.  F.,  reports  on  credentials  as  Representative 
from  Louisiana,  581-586 ;  former  melter  and  refiner  at 
U.  S.  Mint,  funds  in  possession  at  date  of  secession 
of  Louitiana,  589. 

Booth,  John  Wilkes,  assassin  of  President  Lincoln,  610. 

Border  Slave  State  Representatives,  interviews  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  with,  210,  211,  213-220. 

Border  State  Embassies,  Charleston  Mercury  on,  3. 

Border  States  Meeting,  and  adjustment  proposition  of,  73, 

BoTELER,  Alexander  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49;  motion  for  .adjustment  committee  of 
thirty-three,  62;  hopeful  despatch  of,  39;  remarks  on 
reconstruction,  3.;9;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional 
Congress,  401;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402. 

BouDiNOT,  Eu\8  C,  Delegate  from  the  Cherokee  Nation  at 
second  session  of  First  Rebel  Congress,  402;  in  Second, 
402 ;  Secretary  of  Secession  Convention  in  Arkansas, 
399. 

BooLDiN,  Wood,  motion  in  Virginia  Convention,  7  ;  vote  on 
secession  ordinance,  note^  7. 

BouLiGNY,  John  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  refusal  to  withdraw,  4. 

BouTWLLL,  George  S.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67 ; 
Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  140;  re- 
marks on  issue  of  emancipation  proclamation,  232 ;  res- 
olutions on  reconstruction,  328. 

BowDEN,  Lemuel  J.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
and  death,  140. 

BoWEN,  James,  Brig-adier  General,  reports  on  the  loyal  of 
New  Orleans  Churches,  643-545. 

BOYCE,  William  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  withdrew,  2;  appointed  on  Commrttee  of 
Thirty-three  .ind  declined,  60;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Pro- 
visional Congress,  2,  11,  400;  Representative  in  First 
Congress,  402;  Second,  402;  statement  respecting 
forts  in  Charleston  harbor,  30 ;  vote  on  secession  ordi- 
nance, 398;  letters  on  Peace,  431-433,  457. 

Boyd,  Sempronius  H.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Boyle,  Jeremiah  T  ,  Brigadier  General,  order  on  impress- 
ments, 315. 

Boyle,  Llewellyn,  request  for  special  session  of  Legisla- 
ture of  Maryland,  8. 

Brabson,  Robert  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Conr 
gress,  49. 

Bradford,  Alexander  W.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference, 
68 ;  Governor  of  Maryland,  election  affairs  of,  309-311 ; 
correspondence  of,  with  tho  stewards  of  Central,  Chats- 
worth,  and  Biddle  street  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches, 
626-531. 

Bradley,  Benjamin  P.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Bragg,  Braxton,  reported  offered,  and  declined.  Rebel  Se- 
cretaryship of  War,  402. 

Bragg,  Thomas,  Senator  in  Thirty  Sixth  Congress,  48. 

Branch,  A.  M.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

Branch,  L.^wrence  O'B.,  Representative  in  Thiity-Sixth 
Congress,  49;  on  select  committee  of  investigiition.SO; 
resolution  on  keeping  troops  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, 81 ;  reports  on  disposition  of  the  navy  and  resigna- 
tions thenin,  on  militia  bill,  Buchanan's  correspond- 
ence with  rebel  commissioners,  and  secession,  84,  85. 

Brandegee,  Augustus,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140. 
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Eratman,  Mason,  Brigadier  General,  orders  of,  at  Natchez, 
541. 

Brayton,  Whliam  D.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gre:!s,  48. 

Breckinridge,  John  C,  vote  for  President  in  1S60, 1;  Vice 
President,  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 48;  Senator  in  Thirty- 
Seventh,  122;  expulsion,  12:>;  escape,  153;  proposition 
to  withdraw  troops  from  rebellious  States.  290;  candi- 
date forRebel  Congress,  and  views  on  reconstruction, 
329;  Rebel  Secretary  of  War,  019. 

Breckinridge,  Robert  J.,  Sr.,  temporary  chairman  of  Balti- 
more Union  Convention,  and  remarks,  403-40.3;  paper 
submitted  in  and  adopted  by  P^e^byterian  General  As- 
sembly of  1862,  402,  403. 

BRECKiNiiiDGE,  RoBtRT.J.,  Jr.,  Ki  presentative  in  First  Rebel 
Congress,  401. 

Breshwood,  Captain,  surrender  of  his  vessel  to  rebels,  28. 

Brewer,  T.  N.,  arrest  of,  153. 

BiiiDuE-BiRxxns  IN  Kast  Tennessee,  Benjamin's  order  for 
hanging.  187. 

Bridgers,  John  L.,  Commissioner  from  North  Carolina  to 
Rebel  Provisional  Congress.  12. 

Bridgehs,  Robert  R.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402 ;  Second,  402. 

BaiDiiES,  Geoiige  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 

Briggs,  George,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  adjustment  proposition,  74. 

Bright,  Jesse  D.,  t-enator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirtv-Seventli,  and  expulsion,  lJ.5. 

Bristow,  Fra.ncis  S.,. Representitivo  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Member  of  Committee  of  Thirty-three,  53. 

Brockenbrolgu.  John  W.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference, 
68;  Deimty  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 

Bron.son,  Greene  C,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Brooke,  John  B.,  request  for  special  session  of  Legislature 
of  Maryland,  9. 

Brooke,  \\  alter,  Dejnity  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,400;  views  on  reconstruction,  329;  see  mem.,  401. 

Brooklyn  Engl'',  pr>-8ented  by  grand  jury  and  excluded  from 
the  mails,  188-192. 

Brooks,  James,  Ri'presentativo  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140;  letter  of  George  N.  Sanders  to,  SJ). 

Broomall,  John  M.,  Rei.resentative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
g'ess,  140;  substitute  for  enrollment  bill,  206,  and  res- 
olution concerning,  270:  substitute  for  Mr.  Colfax's 
resolution  to  expel  Alexander  Long,  387. 

Brown,  Albert  Gallatin,  Senator  in  Thirt)--Sixth  Con- 
gre8,48;  telegram  south, 37  ;  withdre\v,5;  resolution  for 
the  protection  of  slavery  in  the  Territories,  90;  captain 
in  rebel  service,  401;  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401;  Second,  402;  on  repealing  substitute  law,  121; 
opinion  on  Independence,  610. 

Brown, B.Gratz, Senator  iu  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  140;  on 
Indian  enlistments,  204;  substitute  for  reconstruction 
bill,  318. 

BsowN,  F  lUNTAiN,  Rev.,  of  Arkansas,  court-martial  and 
eentence  for  selling  Ids  freed  slaves,  549,  550. 

Brown,  George  William,  Police  Commissioner  and  Mayor 
of  Baltimore,  arrest  of,  and  reasons  for,  152;  Minutes 
ol'theBoard,  39.3,  394. 

Brown,  Jami:,s  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  resolutions  on  reconstruction,  319,  320;  on 
enrollment,  564. 

Brown,  Joun  Yodno,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 40. 

Brown,  Jom;i>h  E.,  Governor  of  Georgia,  3;  proclamation 
on  nnitlicrn  indcbtidne-fs,  3;  call  for  n»groes,  282. 

Brown,  William  G.,  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  nole,1  \ 
RepresenUtive  in  Thirty-Seventh  Cougres.s,  122;  Thir- 
ty-Eighth, 140;  resolutions  ou  tiie  War,  293. 

Bkowxe,  G  ixiRuu  II.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  07 ;  Rep- 
resentative in  Thirtv-Sevonth  Congress,  122. 

Browne,  William  M.,Rebel  As -istant  Secretary  of  State,  12. 

Browning,  Ohvillk  II ,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122;  superseded,  123;  amendments  to  bill  lor  military 
employment  of  colored  persons,  275. 

BkownsVIile,  port  opened,  149. 

Br.cc::,  Ely  M.,  Member  of  bogus  Legislative  Council  of 
Kenturkv,  8;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congi-ess, 
401 ;  SiH  und,  402. 
Bruce,  II.  W.,  Member  of  bogus  Legi-lativo  Council  of 
Kentticky,  8;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
40l;  Second,  402. 
Bruce,  Jami.s  C,  Commissioner  of  Virginia  in  m.iking  mili- 

tjiry  league,  8;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  nolt,  7. 
Brune,  John  C,  arrest  of,  152 

Bryan,  T.  S.,  A8.sist;int  Secretary  of  Russellvillo  (Ky.)  Con- 
gress, 8. 
Buchanan,  James,  changes  in  Cabinet  of,  28 ;  letter  to  the 
South  Carolina  Commissioners,  29,  32-34;  rt-port  of 
speiial  coiiimittco  on,  85;  declinc^  to  receive  Commis- 
sioner from  Alabama,  .34;  last  annual  message,  49;  the 
poww  to  coerce   a  State  discussed,  49;  explanatory 


ametiiflment  to  the  Constitntion  recommended,  50; 
message  of  January  8.  alluded  to,  80;  public  credit 
during  his  administration,  365,  .366:  proposed  censure 
of,  and  proceedings  in  the  Senate,  3S7. 

Buck,  John  M.,  letters  of,  respecting  church  troubles  in 
Baltimore,  524-530. 

Buckalew,  Charles  R.,  Senator  in  Tliirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140;  amendment  to  civil  bill  respecting  testimony  of 
colored  persons,  243;  amendment  to  national  cur- 
rency bill,  365;  proposition  to  repeal  law  authorizing 
enlistments  in  insurrectionary  States,  vote..h(J&. 

Bucknkb,  Aylett  H..  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

BuELL,  Don  Caelo.s,  Brig.  Gen.,  If^tter  to  J.  R.  Underwood, 
offering  to  return  fugitive  slaves,  250. 

BUFFINTON,  James,  Repre-ientative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

BURCH,  John  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  resolution  relative  to  California's  quota  of  arras, 
41;  Memberof  Committee  of  Thirty-three,  53;  report, 
58;  proposition  lor  Constitutional  Convention,  62;  for 
a  Pacific  repul>lic,  41. 

Bureau  op  Fiieedmen's  Affairs,  bill  to  establish,  vote  upon 
in  Iliiuse,  259,  2ti0:  in  S'-nate,  amendments  of  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  200;  Mr.  Willey,200;  Mr.  Wilson.  260;  post 
ponement  of  bill  to  December  20th,  1864,  200;  linal 
votes.  594, 595. 

Burke,  Martin,  Col.,  refusal  to  obey  writ  of  Jndge  Gar- 
rison, 152. 

Burlingame,  Anson,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48. 

Burnett  IIenrt  C.  Representative  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  expulsion,  123;  Chidrman  of  Russell ville 
(Ky.)  Congress,  8;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 4i)0 ;  Senator  in  First  Congress,  401 ;  Second,  402. 

Burnett,  Theodore  L.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 4o0;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401:  Second,  402. 

BUENHAM,  Alfred  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  123. 

Burns  Rkscue  Case,  resolution  concerning,  and  Col.  T.  W. 
Iligginson,  244. 

Burnside,  Amep.o.se  E.,  Brig.  Gen.,  proclamation  of,  to  the 
people  of  Nortli  Caroliiia,  249,  250;  order  No.  38,  162; 
desiirnntion  of  Fort  Warren  for  confinement  of  Mr. 
Vallandigliam,  162. 

Burnsidf,,  I.  P.,  Member  of  bogus  Legislative  Council  of 
Kentucky,  8. 

Burton,  William,  Governor,  of  Delaware,  reply  to  Presi- 
dent's call  for  troops,  114. 

Butlei;,  Benjamin  F.,  M:ij.Gi'n..  letter  of  Governor  Hicks 
to,  reply  of,  and  Governi)r  Ilicks's  protest  to,  9;  to  Gen- 
eral Scott,  244;  affair  with  Brig  Gen.  Phelps,  252;  ex- 
tract from  Davis's  proclamation  of  outlawry,  note,  283j 
orders  of.  respecting  churches  in  Now  Orleans,  542. 

Butler,  Pierce,  arrest  of,  153. 

Butler,  William  0.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Butler,  William  T.,  resignation  of,  as  policeman  in  Balti- 
more, 394. 

Bctterfield,  Martin,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 4S. 


Cabinet,  of  Mr.  Buchanan.  28:  Mr.  Lincoln,  108,  610; 
Mr.  Johnson,  610:  Jelf.  Davis. 400, 401,  019. 

Cadw\lader  Geouoe.  General,  refusal  to  obey  a  writ  in  the 
Mcrryman  case,  154;  remarks  of  Chief  Justice  Taney, 
1.55. 

Cadwalader.  John,  Judge  United  States,  decision  on  enroll- 
ment act,  273. 

Calhoun,  A.  P.,  Commis.*ioner  from  South  Carolina  to  Ala- 
bama, 11 ;  received  by  Convention,  4. 

Calhoun,  John  C,  bill  relative  to  security  of  the  mails,  191 ; 
allusion  to,  by  Ex-Gov.  Francis  Thomsis,  390. 

California,  vote  for  President  iu  1660. 1 :  in  1801,  623;  not 
representid  in  Peace  Conference,  69;  Members  of  Thirty- 
Si.\thCon^'iess.4":Tliirty-Seventh.  122:  Thirty-Eighth, 
141 ;  secession  attempt  iu,  41 ;  Union  resolutions  of  the 
Assembly,  41. 

Call  tor  negroes,  of  Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown,  of  Georgia, 
282;  of  General  Magruder,  283;  of  Governor  Alien  of 
Louisiana,  428, 

Calls  for  troops,  the  President's,  114. 115,  270,  604. 

Callahan,  S.  li.,  Deleg;ite  fmm  Creek  and  Seminole  Na- 
tion in  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402. 

Calvert,  Charles  B.,  Repiesentalive  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congriss,  122:  views  on  C'lnpt-nsiitod  emancipation, 
213-217  :  peace  r(-<oliitioti,  2.^5. 

Cameron,  Simon.  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress.  4'' ; 
Secretary  of  War,  and  resignation  of.  103:  order  of  ar- 
rest of  the  members  of  th(>"^Mary  land  L'gislature,  153: 
lettei-s  to  General  Butler,  245:  instructions  to  Oener:il 
Sh(-rman,  247,  248 .  extract  from  report  and  modiflcv 
tion  by  the  President,  249  ;  letter   to  General  McClel- 
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Ian  on  the  Marylanrl  election,  TOP  ;  Prpiident's  Mes- 
sage on  the  House  resolution  of  censure  of,  3.33,  334; 
remarks  November  13,  1861,  on  colored  troops,  416. 

Campbell,  James,  opinion,  as  Postmaster  General,  on  exclud- 
ing newspapers  from  the  mails,  189 

Campbell,  James  H.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 4S;  Thirty-Seventh,  12'2  ;  Member  of  Committee 
of  Thirty-three,  .53 ;  resolution  recommending  contis- 
cation  of  slaves,   Ac,  of  rebels,  287. 

Campbell.  John  A.,  letters  to  Secretary  Seward,  110,  111 ; 
to  Jefferson  Davis,  111:  reply  of  Thnrlow  Weed  to, 
111,112;  at  Hampton  Roads  Conference,  567 ;  inter- 
cepted letter,  note,  571. 

Campbkll,  J.  a.  p.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400. 

Campbell,  J.  Mason.  Senator's  Mason's  desire  to  see,  393. 

Campbell  William  B.,  one  of  the  Tennessee  protesters,  438- 
441. 

Canby,  E.  R.  S.,  General,  President's  order  through,  for  C. 
L.  Vallandigham's  deportation,  162;  order  on  colored 
soldiers,  note,  427,  428. 

CANNoy.  William,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68 ;  Gov- 
ernor of  Delaware,  proclamation  of,  312. 

Caperton,  Allen  T.,  vote  on  secession  ordinance  in  Vir- 
ginia Convention,  note,  7  ;  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401 ;  Second,  402. 

Carey.  John,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  49. 

C.aulile,  JonN  S  ,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  123; 
Thirty-Eighth,  140;  offer  of  Peace  Conference  proposi- 
tion in  Virginia  Convention,  and  vote,  7  ;  vote  on  se- 
cession ordinance,  ?io?€,  7;  substitute  for  indemnity 
bill, 185;  on  compensated  emancipation,  213-217  ;  res- 
olution on  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  290 ;  resolutions 
on  the  relations  of  the  rebellious  States  to  the  Gov. 
ernment,  326. 

Carroll,  James,  of  Maryland,  Disunion  letter  of,  9. 

Carter,  James  T.  P..  one  of  the  Tennessee  protesters,  4.38- 
441. 

Carter,  Luther  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48. 

CjiruTHERS,  Robert  L.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68 ; 
Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 

Case,  Charles,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49. 

Casey,  Samuel  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 123;  on  SelectCommittee  on  compensated  eman- 
cipation, and  views  on,  213,  217,  218. 

Cass,  George  W.,  vote  for  Vice  President  in  Democratic 
National  Convention,  420. 

Cass,  Lewis,  Secretary  of  State,  and  resigned,  28. 

Catholic  Church,  fact's  respecting,  502,  503:  Bishop  Wood's, 
Archbishop  Kenrick's.  and  Archbishop  Piur'll's)i;ip<'rs, 
602,503.  In  Insurrectionary  States:  Position  of  Bishop 
Lynch,  51G;  articles  from  N.  O.  Slowlard,  516,  517; 
the  Pope's  reply  to  the  Rebel  Commi'^sionerg,  517. 

Chamberlain,  Jacob  P.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  123. 

Chamberlain,  Levi,  Member  of  Paace  Conference.  67. 

Chambers,  Ezekiel  F..  proposed  member  of  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Safety  in  Maryland,  9;  vote  on  emancipation  in 
Maryland,  227. 

Chambers,  Henry  C,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gi'ess,  402. 

Ceamp.liss,  John  R.,  vote  on  Secession  Ordinance  in  Vir- 
ginia Convention,  note,  7 ;  Representative  in  First  Re- 
bel Congress,  401. 

Chandler,  Lucius  XL,  claimant  for  seat  as  Representative 
in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  and  refused,  141. 

Chandler,  Theo'puilus  P.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference, 
67. 

Chandler,  Zachaeiah,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48:  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140 ;  amend- 
mi  it  to  enrollment  bill,  264. 

Chanler,  John  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140 ;  proposition  to  repeal  all  conscription 
laws,  564. 

Cn.iPLAiN,  Alexander,  resolutions  in  the  Legislature  of 

Maryland,  .398. 
Charlotte  Bulletin.  Clingman's  telegram  to,  41. 
Chase,  Salmon  P..  Meiiiber  of  Peace  Conference,  68;  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  resignation,  108;  letter  on 
"Legal  Tenders,"  358,  359;    National   Currency  bill, 
note,  365 ;   redemption  of  Treasury  loans   and  notes, 
note,  .367;  Chief  Justice,  610. 
Cherokee   Nation,  Delegate  from,  in  First  and   Second 

Rebel  Congress,  402. 
Chesnut.  James,  Jr.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  4S  ; 
resigned,  2;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  2, 
11,  400 ;  Aide  to  Beauregard,  113 ;  votes  on  Secession 
Ordinance,  398. 
Chilton,  William  P.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress. 11,400;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401 ;  Second,  402. 


Crittenden,  Luaus  E.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67 

Chrisman,  Ja.mes  S..  Member  of  bogus  Legislative  Council 
of  Kentucky.  8;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401;  Second,  402. 

Christian  Religion,  proposed  Constitutional  Amendment 
respecting,  259.  593. 

Chukches  in  the  Insurrectionary  State?,  Action  of  the, 
508-521,  548;  orders  respecting  the  occupancy  of,  .521- 
523;  reconstruction  of.  543-546:  condition  of  the,  in  New 
Orleans,  .543-544 ;  loyalty  of  East  Tennessee,  545.  546. 

Church,  The,  and  the  Rebellion, 461-548.  603;  the  Military 
and  the  Churches,  .521-543;  Reconstruction  of  Churches, 
543. 

Cincinnati  Gazette,  upon  a  Northwestern  Confederacy  in- 
trigue in  1860,  42. 

CiTizENS,arrest  of,  152-154,  559-562 — see  "Arrests." 

Citizenship.  Attorney  General  Bates's  opinion  on,  378-.3S4; 
Secretary  Marcy's,  through  J.  A.  1  homas.  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Sta'te,  note,  382. 

Clapp,  j.  W.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401. 

Clark,  Ambrose  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Clark,  Daniel,  Senator  in  Tbirty-Sixth  Congress,  48;  Thir- 
ty-Seventh, 121;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  amendment  to 
the  Crittenden  proposition  of  adjustment,  65:  vot« 
ujion,  reconsideration,  and  final  vote,  66  ;  bill  to  ratify 
the  emancipation  proclamation,  229;  resolution  on 
prosecuting  the  war,  291. 

Clark,  Horace  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48:  adjustment  proposition,  74. 

Clark,  John  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  expulsion,  123;  Sen.ator  in 
First  Rebel  Congress.  401,  supergeded,  402:  Represent- 
ative in  Second.  402;  remarks  in  favor  of  repealing 
the  substitute  bill,  121. 

Clark,  William  W.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401. 

Clarke,  Freeman,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Clay,  Brutus  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

Clay,  Clement  C  ,  Jr.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  withdrew,  4;  intermediary  between  Colonel 
Hayne  and  fresiilcnt  Buchanan,  42;  correspondence 
with  President  Buchanan,  34;  Senator  in  First  Re- 
bel Congress,  401 ;  Niagara  Falls  correspondence,  301, 
302. 

Clay,  Henry,  prophecy  of,  .390. 

Clay,  James  B.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68 ;  an-est  of, 
153. 

Clayton,  A.  M.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11, 
400. 

Clayton,  Philip,  Rebel  Assistant  Secretary  of  Tiea-sury,  12. 

Cleggett,  Thomas,  arrest  of,  153. 

Clemens,  Jer':miah,  statement  respecting  the  bombard- 
ment of  Sumter,  112. 

Clemens,  Sherrard,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress. 48;  adjustment  proposition  of,  63;  vote  on  Se- 
cession Ordinance  in  Virginia  convention,  note,  7- 

Clements,  Andrew  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  on  Select  Com  mi  tee  on  compensated 
eniaiicip.ition,  213;  views  on,  217,  218;  resolution  re- 
specting the  insurrectionary  States,  324. 

Clerke,  Justice,  adverse  opinion  on  indemnity  act,  186, 
187. 

Cleveland,  Chauncey  F.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Clingman,  Thomas  L..  Senator  in  Tbirty-Si.xth  Congress, 
48;  re-elected,  5;  telegram  to  the  Charlotte  Biilltin, 
41;  on  Peace  Conference  proposition.  70;  resolution  on 
slave  protection  in  the  Territories,  90;  pi-oposition  to 
withdraw  troops  from  the  rebellious  States,  290. 

Clipper,  BuVimore.  on  loyalty  of  Baltimore,  8. 

Clopton,  David,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401 ;  S<-cond,  402. 

Cluskey,  Michael  W.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Coalter,  Join  D.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Co.4STWi.se  slave  trade,  repeal  of  laws  regulating,  243,  244. 

Cobb,  Amasa,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
141. 

CoBB,  George  T.,  Repres-^ntative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 

Cobb,  Howell,  resignation  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  38 ; 
Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  longress,  and  President 
thereof,  12,  400;  pronounces  secession  a  "fixed  and 
irrevocable  fact,"  ic,  12;  major  general  in  rebel  ser- 
vice, 400. 

Cobb,  Thomas  R.  R.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11.  400;  on  reconstruction,  329;  death  of,  400. 

Cobb,  Williamson  R.  VV.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49:  withdrew,  3;  elected  to  Second  Rebel 
Congress,  402 :  inquiry  ou  his  loyalty,  400 ;  expulsion, 
note,  402;  death,  611. 
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CoBUBN,  Stiphin,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  CoDgress, 
note,  48 ;  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

CocHKANE,  Clibk  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48. 

CocHKANE,  John,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  adjustment  propositions,  53,  74;  views  on  imposts 
bill,  79;  on  select  investigating  committee,  80;  reports 
on  President  Buchanau's  correspondence  with  rebel 
commissioners,  and  on  secession,  85;  president  of  Cleve- 
land Convention,  411 ;  candidate  for  Vice  President, 
412;  acceptance  of,  414;  address  to  his  regiment,  414- 
416;  withdrawal  of,  427. 

Coercion,  right  of,  ISuchanan's  opinion,  49;  votes  upon, 
77,  230. 

Coffey,  George  A.,  United  States  District  Attorney,  request 
to  Marshal  Mill  ward  to  seize  West  Chester  Jeffersimian 
newspaper  office,  441,  442. 

Coffey,  Titian  J.,  acting  Attorney  General,  circular  on 
amiieKty,  14S,  149. 

CoFFRoTii,  Alexander  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
ConRregs,  140;  resolution  on  emancipation  proclama- 
tion, 290. 

Coin,  Rel,.!  tax  on,  372,  61.3,  619. 

Cole,  Cornelius,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

Colfax,  Schctler,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Sevinth,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House,  140;  adjustment  proposition, 
73;  resolutions  for  amending  the  fugitive  slave  law, 
236,  and  to  expel  Alexander  Long,  387  ;  vote  for  Vice 
President  in  Union  Natiimal  Convention,  407. 

COLLA.MER,  Jacob,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty -Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  amendment 
toresolution  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the  Territories,  90; 
resolution  to  reduce  the  period  of  service  of  drafted 
men  to  one  year,  4c.,  2tK};  amendment  to  enrollment 
hill,  264;  amendment  to  joint  resolution  to  equalize 
the  pay  of  soldiers,  277  ;  amendmtaits  to  legal  tender 
bill,  358;  relative  to  vote  of  Electoral  College,  578. 

Collier,  Charles  F.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Colonization,  President  Lincoln's  views  on,  213;  interview 
with  colori'd  pei-son^  in  August,  1862,  374,  375;  the  Isle 
k  Veche  experiment,  note,  212;  voles  on,  199-201. 

Color,  bill  to  rem>>ve  diMijunliflcatiou  of,  iucarrying  United 
States  mails,  239,  240,  593. 

Colorado  Territory,  bill  for  temporary  government,  89, 
90;  enabling  act  for,  255. 

Colored  men  as  citizens.  Opinion  of  Attorney  General 
Bates,  378-384 ;  letter  of  AssisUint  Secretary  of  Stitte 
J.  A.  Thomas,  notf,  3S2. 

Colored  men  as  voter.s,  in  Montana  Territory,  240;  in 
Washington  city,  241. 

Colored  persons  as  witnesses,  votes  respecting,  242,  243, 
442. 

Colored  persons,  Confederati  use  of,  281-283,611. 

Colored  persons,  disqualitication  of,  in  carrying  the  mails, 
bill  to  remove,  239,  240,  693;  letter  of  Gideon  Granger, 
7wU,  239;  disqualification  to  testify,  proceedings  to  re- 
move, 240,  242,  24.'}.  442,  and  Judge  Underwood's  opin- 
ion upon,  44'2,  443 ;  all  al>le-bodied  males  of  suitable 
age  to  be  enrolled,  '274;  to  be  liable  to  the  draft,  '.74; 
opinion  of  Attorney  General  Bates  on  citizenship  of, 
37S-,^s4. 

Colored  persons,  exclusion  from  the  cats,  proceedings 
respecting, '241,  2I'2,  593;  Mr.  Sumner's  re.solution  on, 
242;  Mr.  Willey's  report  upon, '242;  Mr.  Sumner's  mo- 
tions to  forbid,  '242,  69;j,  594. 

Colored  persons  leaving  District  op  Colcmdia,  resolution 
of  House  respeetihg  the  order  requiring  passes  for,  594. 

Colored  schools,  legiKlation  respecting,  214. 

Colored  soldiers,  to  have  same  pay,  Ac,  except  bounty,  as 
white  men — bounty  of,  not  to  exceed  $100,  to  be  fixed 
by  the  President,  116,  272;  the  several  lawsconcerning, 
274;  mother,  wife,  and  children  of,  to  bolree,'274;  pro- 
ceedings in  Congress  respecting,  274-276;  respecting 
pay  of,  276-279;  opinions  of  Attorney  General  Bates 
respecting  pay  of,  '279,  280,  384,  385;  Secretary  Stan- 
ton's order  to  Governor  Andrew  respecting  enlistment 
of,  '279,  and  his  reply  respecting  compensation  to  loyal 
masters  for  enlisted  slaves,  5(^5;  President  Lincoln's 
order  for  the  protection  of,  280;  rules  of  war  (extract) 
concerning.  280 ;  allusion  to,  in  speech  of  President  Lin- 
coln at  the  Baltimore  fair,  280, '281 ;  proposed  prohibi- 
tion of  pay  to,  283,  '284;  rebel  facts  concerning,  281- 
283;  correspondence  between  Generals  Grant  anil  Lee 
concerning,  444, 445 ;  Rebel  legi>lation  upon,  611 ;  action 
of  Virginia  legislature,  note,  612;  General  Lee's  letter, 
not*,  611. 

Colored  soldiers'  families,  bill  for  securing  freedom  of, 
564,  665;  Major  General  Palmer's  order  respecting, 
note,  664. 

CoLViN,  A.  J.,  Letter  of  Lucius  Robinson  to,  413. 

CoLTEB,  A.  S.,  RepreseutaUvelu  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402. 


COMBIEBCIAL  iKTERCOtTESE,  proclamations  forbidding,  with 
insurrectionary  States,  149, 150. 

Commissioners,  Inter-State,  names  of,  11 ;  rebel  to  Eng- 
land, appeal  of,  to  Earl  Russell,  27  ;  reply  of  the  Pope 
to,  517  ;  of  Confederate  States,  correspondence  with 
President  Buchanan  and  Secretary  Holt,  29-34  ;  with 
Secretary  Seward,  108-110. 

Committee  of  Thirteen,  in  Senate,  votes  in,  70-72. 

Committee  OF  Tbirty-three,  in  House,  52;  members,  53; 
propositions  submitted,  53-5  j;  report,  57,  58;  minority 
reports, 57,  58;  votes  on  propositions,  68-62. 

Commutation,  or  $:300  clause,  votes  on,  261 ;  repealed,  263- 
270 ;  repfirt  on.  Twte,  263. 

Compromise,  Mr.  Lincoln's  opinion  upon,  67. 

Confederate  Clergy,  Address  of,  to  Christians  thbouoh- 
out  the  would,  517-521. 

Confederate  Legislation — see  Rebel  Legislation. 

Conference, 41 — see  Peace  Conference. 

Confiscation,  act  of  1861,  195,  196;  act  of  1S62,  and  for 
other  purposes,  196, 197 ;  joint  resolution  giving  con- 
struction to  last,  197  ;  President's  message  thereon, 
197,198;  other  proceedings  respecting,  198-'203;  votes 
on  repealing  the  joint  resolution,  202,  :J05,  260,562,663; 
judicial  action  under,  206,  '207 ;  military  confiscation 
suspended  by  the  President,  note,  207 ;  President's 
proclamation  under,  208 ;  proceeedings  respecting,  "275, 
276. 

Congregational  Church,  action  of  various  Conferences, 
480-182. 

Congregational  Welsh  Association  or  Pennsylvania,  ac- 
tionof,  481. 

Congress,  of  United  States,  meeting,  and  members  of  Thirty 
Sixtli,Becond6e.'-sion,  48, 49;  Thirty-Seventh,  121,122; 
Thirty-Eighth,  140,141,  559,  588;  of  Rebel  Provisional, 
and  members  of,  11,  400;  First  Congress,  401,  402;  Se- 
cond, 402. 

CoNKiJNo,  Frederick  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Cijngress,  122. 

CoNKLiNG,  James  C,  President  Lincoln's  letter  to,  235, 
236. 

CoNKLiNG,  RoscoE,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 4S;  Tl.irty-Seventh,  1'22;  amendment  to  Confis- 
cation bill.  19S;  to  Mr.  Eliot's  joint  resolution,  2S7  ; 
joint  rcsc'lution  ou  compensated  emancipation,  209, 
210. 

Connecticut,  vote  for  President,  in  1860.1;  in  1864,623; 
Members  of  Peace  Conference,  67 ;  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  1-22;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

CONNESS,  John,  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  140. 

Conrad,  Charles  M.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,400;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401 ; 
Seiond,  402. 

CONRow,  A.  II.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400; 
Representative  iiiFii-st  Congress,  401 ;  Second,  402. 

CONSCiill'TlON — see  Enrollment. 

Conscription,  Rkbel,  acts  of,  118,  119;  judicial  decisions 
upon,  120;  proclamations  and  order  upon.  118,  ll'J; 
order  for  enrolling  persons  between  17  and  50,  427 ;  of 
negroes,  428. 

Conspiracies,  bill  to  punish,  and  protest  of  nine  Senators, 
376,377;  Douglas's  proposition  respecting,  71;  Rebel 
law,  614. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States,  91-97  ;  index  to,  100- 
103;  explanatory  amendment  proposed  by  President 
Buchanan,  50 ;  adoption  of  proposition  to  amend,  59, 
60;  Mr.  Seward's  proposition,  71:  votes  on  proposition 
to  amend,  59,  60,  62-05;  proceedings  to  amend,  '255- 
259;  proposition  of  Mr.  Henderson,  255;  Mr.  Sumner, 
255;  Mr.  Powell,  '..65,  256;  Mr.  Trumbull,  '256-  Mr. 
Garrett  Davis, '256;  Mr.  Saulsbuiy's  propo.sition,  257; 
final  vote  on  amendment  in  Senate,  257  ;  Air.  Wheeler's 
proposition, '257  ;  final  vote  in  the  House,  "258;  resolu- 
tions of  Mr.  Isaac  N  Arnold,  258;  Mr.  Wiudora,  258; 
Mr.  Stevens,  258:  Mr.  Henry  B.  Anthony's  joint  resolu- 
tion to  repeal  the  joint  r<'Solution  of  March  '2, 1861,  258 ; 
resolutions  of  convention  at  Allegheny  City,  Pennsyl- 
vania, proposing  amendment  to. '258,  '259;  Mr.Cravens's 
resolutions  respecting  amendment  of,  259;  .Mr.  Blaine's 
projxmition  to  amend,  259;  other  propositions,  and 
action,  591-593. 

Constitutional  Amendment  for  the  extinction  of  slavery, 
257,  258, 590;  other  pro|)08itions,  255-'2.i9,  572,  573,  591- 
593 — see  " Adjustment''  and  "Constitution." 

Constitutional  Co.wention,  votes  on,  62,  64 ;  in  Peac* 
Conference,  69,70;  propositions  for,  '294,  435. 

Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States,  98-100;  index 
to,  100-103;  A.  II.  Stephens's  comment  upon,  '03,  104; 
ratification  of,  4,  6. 

Contrabands,  order  of  Major  General  Wool  respecting,  "248; 
his  order  for  employment  of,  and  wages,  248;  general 
instructions  coticeriiln:^;.  '244,  '245,  217,  218;  order  of 
President  Lincoln  on  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  248; 
extract  from  report  of  Secretary  Camen)n,  249;  in- 
structions   of  Secretary  Stanton  to   General  Suxtou, 
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251,  252;  orders  of  General  Tnttle  at  Natchez,  253; 
Mr.  Oriunell'B  resolutions  respecting  General  Tattle's 
orders,  253. 

Contention  of  South  C4Rolina,  conflicting  views  of  fugi- 
tive slave  law  in,  18 ;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  o'JS, 
399 ;  address  of,  and  papers  in,  12-20. 

CONVESTiox  OF  THE  STATES,  resolutious  iu  Rebel  Congress 
contempIating,;617. 

CosvENTio.NS,  PouTicAL,  at  Baltimore,  403-407;  at  Cleve- 
land, 410-413;  at  Chicago,  417-t23. 

CONWAT,  Martin  F.,  Representative  in  Thirtj'-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122;  resolutions 
on  prosecution  of  the  war,  230,  292. 

Cook,  Burton  C,  Member  of  Peace'Conference,  68. 

Cook,  William  H.,  Deputy  in  Rebil  Provisional  Congress, 
400;  Representative  iu  First  Congress,  401. 

Cooper,  Henry,  one  of  tlio  Tennessee  protesters,  43S— 441. 

Cooper,  S.,  Rebel  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.  119.   . 

Cooper,  Thomas  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 1'22;  death,  123. 

COPELAND,  R.  Morris,  report  of  arrests  by,  153. 

CoBNiNO,  Erastus,  Slembor  of  Peace  Conference,  67 ;  Rep- 
resentative in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122;  resolu- 
tion relative  to  taxation,  359;  correspondence  with  the 
President  on  Vallandighara's  arrest,  163. 

Correspondence,  between  Pre<ident  Buchanan  and  Rebel 
Commissioners,  29-34;  between  President  Lincoln  and 
New  York  Democratsou  Vallandighani's case,  163-167; 
same  with  Ohio  Democrats,  167-175;  of  Presideut  Lin- 
coln and  Governor  Bradford,  309,  310;  President  Lin- 
coln and  Fernando  Wood,  296,  297  ;  the  Niagara  Falls, 
301-303 ;  the  Hampton  Roads,  566-572 ;  between  Pres- 
ident Lincoln  and  General  Grant,  425. 
OF  Jeff.  Davis  and  Governor  Vance,  306,  307 ;  of  Alexan- 
der H.  Stephens  and  Gideon  Welles,  note,  307. 
OF  Secretary  Seward  on  Foreign  Afiairs,  339-355 ;  with 
Mr.  Parker  on  Peace  Petition,  4.J6;  with  Mr.  Adams 
on  the  WharncUffe  offer  of  money  to  rebel  prisoners, 
460. 

CORWIN,  Thomas,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  chairman  of  Adjustment  Committee  of  Thirty- 
three,  33;  report,  57;  votes  upon,  58-62;  Minister  to 
Me.xico,  granted  leave  of  absence,  3.j0. 

CosTE,  Captain,  surrender  of  his  vessel  to  rebels,  27. 

CoiTMAN,  Thomas,  claimant  of  seat  as  Representative  from 
Louisiana,  First  Session  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  141. 

Cotton,  Rebel  regulation  of  destmction  of,  117. 

CouRTS-M.uiTiAL,  of  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  for  disloyalty,  537, 
538;  of  Robert  Taylor  of  Tenpessee,  for  the  murder  of 
bis  slave,  648,  549;  of  Rev.  Fountain  Brown  of  Ar- 
kansas, for  selling  ills  freed  slaves,  549,  550 ;  of  West 
Bogan  of  Arkansas,  for  the  murder  of  his  master,  550, 
551 ;  of  John  J.  Glover  of  Arkansas,  for  the  murder  of 
a  slavemaster,  551;  of  John  Y.  Beall  of  Virginia,  and 
of  Robert  C.  Kennedy,  for  violating  the  laws  of  war, 
551-553. 

CovoDE,  John,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48 ;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

Cowan,  Edgar,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122; 
in  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  amendment  on  pay  of  BoldiL-rs, 
276;  proposition  relative  to  military  commissions,  503. 

Cox,  Samuel  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  adjust- 
ment proposition,  65;  resolution  respecting  arrests, 
181;  amendment  to  bill  for  recognition  of  llayti  and 
Liberia,  239;  amendment  to  Montana  bill,  254,  2.'>5; 
motion  to  insert  the  woid  "  white"  in  the  enrollment 
bill,  261;  amendment  to  bill  relating  to  unemployed 
generals,  2S5 ;  resolution  defining  the  word  '•  assassins," 
291,  292 ;  peace  resolutions,  2J5, 574, 675 ;  resolution  on 
the  Arguelles  case,  355 ;  relative  to  a  colony  of  blacks, 
note,  212;  proviso  to  Nebraska  ena  ding  act,  377;  pro- 
posed increase  of  the  pay  of  soldiers,  27 1 ;  at  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention,  420. 

Cox,  Walter  S.,  Letter  respecting  secession,  9. 

Craig,  Jakes,  Representative  iu  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49. 

Cbaige,  Burton,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49 ;  telegram  sent  South,  37 ;  remarks  upon  Peace 
Conference  proposition,  70;  resolution  on  recognition, 
89 ;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 

Cbavens,  JamesA.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122  ;  Thirty-Eighth,  140:  resolutions  respecting 
amending  the  Constitution,  259. 

Cbawford,  Martin  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  telegram  Suuth,  37;  withdrew,  3  ;  Deputy 
in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11,  400;  resolution  re- 
specting slavery,  76;  rebel  commissioner  to  Washing- 
ton, 108  ;  colonel  of  cavalry,  400. 

Crboles,  rebel  proposed  military  employment  of,  282 ;  rea- 
son given  for  declining,  282. 

Cbbswell,  John  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140  ;  successor  of  Senator  Hicks.  559. 

Cbisfield.  John  W.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68; 


Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122;  me- 
moranda of  interview  between  the  President  and  Bor« 
der-State  Representatives,  March  10,  1802,  210,  :d.l; 
views  on  compensated  emancipation,  213-217. 

Crittenden,  John  J.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  member  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  70;  Bor- 
der State  Committee,  73;  telegram  stating  that  his 
adjustment  was  lost  in  the  Senate  by  refusal  of  South- 
ern Senators  to  vote,  39 ;  hopeful  despatch  of,  39;  va- 
rious votes  on  his  proposition,  64-67,  (also  see  Adjust- 
ment :)  remarks  of  Senators  Johnson  and  Latham  re- 
specting defeat  of,  66, 67  ;  telegram  respecting  same,  38; 
alleged  authorship  of  the  measure,  75 ;  vote  of  thanks  " 
to,  of  Virginia  Convention,  6;  proposition  in  Senate 
Comiuitteoof  Thirteen,  70  ;  amendment  respecting  fu- 
gitive slave  law,  70. 

Crittenden,  John  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  resolution  respecting  the  cause  and  the 
objects  of  the  war,  286;  at  Border-State  interview  with 
the  President,  211  ;  views  on  compensated  emancipa- 
tion, 213-217. 

Crockett,  John  W.,  Member  of  bogus  Legislative  Coun- 
cil of  Kentucky,  8;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401;  peace  proposition,  30.3. 

Cbosbv  &  Nichols,  l»resident  Lincoln's  letter  to,  3.36. 

Crow  xiNSHitLD,  Francis  B.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference, 
67. 

Ckuickshank,  Marcus  H.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel 
Congress,  402. 

Crump,  William  W.,  Rebel  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  619. 

CULLOM,  Alvin,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Cumberland  Presbyterians,  in  East  Tennessee,  action  of, 
546;  action  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church, 
473, 474. 

CuRRiN,  David  M.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  and  death,  402. 

CuRRT,  Jabez  L.  M.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  telegram  South,  37;  withdrew,  4;  Deputy  in 
Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11,  400 ;  Representative  in 
First  Congress,  401. 

CuRTiN,  AxDRi;w  G.,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  signer  of 
Altoona  Address,  2;i3. 

Curtis,  S  \muel  R.,  Major  General,  orders  and  letters  of  in 
the  McPbeeters  case,  533,  634,  535, 637 . 

Curtis,  Samuel  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  resigned,  123;  Member 
of  Committee  of  Thirty-three,  53 ;  Member  of  Peace 
Conference,  68. 

CusHiNO,  Caleb,  Opinion  as  Attorney  General  on  news- 
paper exclusion  from  the  mails,  189,  190 

Cutler,  R.  Kino,  elected  Free  State  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana, 4:j0;  vote  in  Louisiana  Convention  on  abolishing 
slavery,  332;  report  and  action  upon  credentials  o£ 
579. 

Cutler,  William  P.,  Representative  iu  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

I> 

Daily,  Samuel  G.,  Delegate  from  Nebraska,  declaration  o^ 
iwte,  690. 

Daily  JVews,  New  York,  presented  by  grand  jury  and  ex- 
cluded from  the  mails,  188;  report  thereon,  188-192. 

DAKOTAH,bill  to  organize,  89. 

Danekeb,  David,  refusal  to  haul  down  the  American  flag, 
and  resignation  of,  394. 

Darden,  Stephen  H.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
press,  402. 

Dabg AN,  Edward  S.,  RepresentaHve  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
40l ;  remarks  on  Creoles,  282. 

Dargan,  J.  A.,  iu  South  Carolina  Convention,  17,  20;  vote 
on  secession  ordinance,  398. 

Dashiell,  John  H.,  statements  of  respecting  church  orders 
in  Baltimore,  625,  532;  arrest  and  discharge  of,  525. 

Davidson,  Andrew  J.,  Deputy  in  Rebtl  Provisional  Con 
gress,  400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402. 

Davidson,  Thomas  G.,  Representative  iu  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  withdrew,  4. 

Davis,  David,  United  States  Judge,  decision  on  enrollment 
act.  273. 

Davls,  Garrett,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  123  ; 
Thirty-Eighth,  140;  views  on  compensatediemancipa- 
tion,  213-217 ;  motion  to  amend  the  new  Article  of 
War,  238;  resolution  respecting  Col.  T.  W.  Higginson 
and  the  Anthony  Burns  afiair,  244;  proposition  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  256;  |>roposition  to  divide 
New  England,  259;  amendment  to  bill  to  employ  col- 
ored persons  in  the  public  service,  275;  amendment  to 
byi  to  suppress  insurrection,  275;  amendment  to  the 
engineer  bill,  276;  substitute  for  and  amendments  to 
joint  resolution  toequalizepay  of  soldiers,  277  ;  amend- 
ment to  the  army  appropriation  bill,  278  ;  amendment 
to  internal  revenue  bill,  that  no  money  raised   by  it 


632 


INDEX. 


ehall  he  nsed  to  pay  nesn^oe?,  283 ;  like  amendment  tn  i 
army  appropriation  bill,  284 ;   resolution   for  a  petice  | 
convention  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  296;  joint  resolu-  | 
tion  for  negotiation  for  peve,  297;  resolutions  respect- 
ing the  rehitions  of  therel. ellious  States  to  thoGovern- 
ment,  323-326;  resolutiol.  censuring  ex-President  Bu- 
rhanan,  387;  amendment  to  bill  to  secure  the  freedom 
of  the  families  of  colored  soldiers,  564;   proposition  for 
peace  and  changes  in  the  Constitution,  573,  574. 

Davis,  Georgk,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68;  Senator 
in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401 ;  Rebel  Attorney  General, 
401. 

Datis.  (Ienrt  Win'ter, Representative  in  Thirty-Pixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Tliirty-Eighth,  140;  Member  oif  Committee 
of  Tliirty-three,  53;  Address  of,  for  the  Union,  9; 
amendment  to  the  enrollment  bill,  270:  bill  forrecon- 
struction.  317;  resolutions  respecting  the  French  in 
Mexico,  349,  and  report  thereon, 350-354 ;  paperof,  and 
Benjamin  F.  Wade,  respecting  tailure  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion bill,  332;  proposition  relative  ti>  courts-martial, 
561 ;  proposed  amendment  of  Constitution,  so  a<i  to 
permit  the  taxing  of  exports,  693. 

D.AVI8,  .Tkffkrsov,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress.  48; 
member  of  Committeeof  Thirteen,  and  proposition  in, 
71;  withdrew,  3;  intermediary  between  Col.  Hayneand 
President  Buchanan,  32;  o|>jnion  concerning  the  mili- 
tia of  the  States,  37 ;  on  newspaper  exclusion  from  the 
mails,  note,  190;  bill  to  authorize  sale  of  United  States 
Rnns  to  the  States,  36;  disi'ussion  thereof  in  theUnited 
States  Senate,  36,  37;  re.«ilutions  on  withdrawal  of 
United  States  troops,  85,  86 ;  Franklin  Pierce's  letter 
to,  391 ;  one  of  the  Committee  of  secret  Disunion  Cau- 
cn«.  392. 

Davis,  jEFFERfoy,  elected  Rebel  Provisional  President,  12; 
inaugurated,  12;  provisional  Cabinet,  12,  permanent, 
400,401,619;  permanent  President,  401;  m:irtial  lart- 
in  Richmond,  121 ;  proclamation  of  banishment  by. 
121;  corre8i)ondence  with  Governor  Vance  respecting 
peace,  306, 307 ;  views  on  reconstruction,  329,  3:!0,  au ; 
declanition  to  Gi!more,307;  veto  cf  African  slave  trade 
bill,  151 ;  proclamation  on  conscri|itioii,118;  proolMma- 
tion  of  outlawry  against  OiMieral  Butler,  w/)^*',  283  ;  on 
peace  in  his  last  message, 455, 4.56;  insi  ructions  pending 
the  Hampton  Roada  Conference,  566,669;  message  re- 
epecting  if,  670;  speech  at  Richmond  meeting,  671; 
message  and  instructions  to  General  Lee  respecting  a 
Military  convention  withGeneral  Grant  on  peace,  572. 
573;  message  of,  on  employing  slaves,  610;  veto  f)f  bill 
on  I'Xeniptions  and  details,  612;  message  transmitting 
E^tatemeiit  of  accessions  to  the  army  from  April  16, 
1862,  to  Febrnaf y  23, 1S63,  nole,  612;  letter  on  State 
negotiaticm  for  peace,  616, 017 ;  liuit  message,  on  kahais 
Crtcyju,?,  and  peace,  618. 

Davis,  John  O.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49  ;  proposition  of  adjustment,  66. 

Davis,  Nicholas,  Jr.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400. 

Davis,  Reube.n,  Representative  in  Thirty-Pixth  Congress, 
49;  member  of  Committee  of  Thirty-tliree,  53;  maui- 
fi  sto  sent  South,  37  ;  statement  to  slaveholdiiig  caucus. 
37;  withdrew,  3;  Represeutjitivo  in  i'irst  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401 ;  resigned,  402. 

Davis,  Thomas  T.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Davis,  William  Morris,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

Dawes,  IIenuy  L.,  Representative  in  Tliirtv-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-.^eventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth.  140; 
Member  of  Seb-ct  Committee  on  military  ami  naval  af- 
faiis,  80;  report  on  disposition  of  the  United  States 
Vessels,  82;  also  respecting  resignations  iu  the  navy, 
82-84;  report  and  resolutions  respecting  ncimstruc- 
tion,  319;  report  on  the  admission  of  representatives 
from  Louisiana,  681,  5S2;  from  Ai  kansas,  5S6,  687. 

Dawkins,  Jamls  U.,  Representative  iu  First  Rebel  Congress, 
4ul. 

Dawso.v,  John  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  resolutions  for  amiifsty  and  peace,  299,  300, 
573  ;  proposed  increase  of  pay  of  soldiers,  272. 

Daito\,  William  L.,  letters  of  Secretary  Seward  to,  on 
mediation,  345,  349, 360 ;  letters  of,  to  Secretary  Seward, 
on  the  French  policy  in  Alexico.  350;  Secretary  Sew- 
ard's-letter  to,  350;  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Afl'aii-s  upon,  351-.364. 

Delate  ou  adoption  of  the  pai)erg  of  the  South  Carolina 
Convention,  lti-18;  in  Virginia  Rebel  Legislature  ou 
enrolling  free  negroes  281,282;  and  on  peace  resolu- 
tions, 3o4;  ill  Relnd  Congress,  on  peace  propositions, 
SOG,  460;  on  sequestration,  "205  ;  on  repealing  substitu- 
tion, 121;  in  Senate  on  peace  resolutions.  616;  in  Vir- 
ginia House  of  Delegates  on  peace,  620.  621. 

Debt,  of  United  States,  statements  of  amount  of,  366,  307, 
601  :  of  Rebel.  3t)8;  repiuliation  of  Rebel  debt  us  an 
agency  of  tlie  rebellion,  575,  570. 


Debts,  payalde  in  "legal  tenders."  357,  358:  Secretary 
Chase's  letter  respecting  payment  of  United  States 
bonds  and  notes,  «o<e,.367. 

Delano,  Charles,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

Declaration  "of  I.vdependence,  of  South  Carolina,  15. 16. 

Declaratory  resolutions  of  Committee  of  Thirty-three, 
and  vote,  58, 69. 

De  Clouet,  A.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress.  11. 400. 

DeJarxette,  Daniel  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49:  adiiress  to  people  of  Virginia,  40;  Rep- 
resentative in  First  Rebel  Congress,  402;  Second, 402; 
rem.arks  on  Mexican  question,  617,  618. 

Delaplaine,  I-aac  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

Delaware,  vote  of  for  President  in  1860, 1  ;  in  1864,  623; 
ilembers  of  Peace  Conference,  67;  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  1 '22;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  act 
to  secure  the  free<loni  of  elections  in,  312;  General 
Schenck's  order  coucerniiig  election  in,  312;  Governor 
William  Cannon's  proclamation  upon,  312;  vote  of 
Legislature  on  ratifying  anti-slavery  amendment,  597. 

Demi.vq,  IlENhT  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Democratic  National  Convention  of  1861,  proceedings  of, 
417-421. 

Democrats  of  New  York,  on  foreign  mediation,  as  stated  by 
Loid  Lyons,  347  :  on  C.  L.  Vallandipham's  arrest,  163. 

Democrats  '.if  Ohio,  on  C.  L.  Vallaudigham's  arrest,  167- 
175. 

Denison,  Charles,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Dennis,  John  U..  arrest  of,  152;  votes  in,  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  379,  398. 

Dennison,  Mr.,  arrest  of,  152. 

Den.nison,  William,  President  of  Baltimore  Convention, 
and  remarks.  405;  announcement  of  nomination  to  tl»« 
President,  407  ;  Postmaster  General,  108. 

Dent,  John  F.,  Slember  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Dk  Witt,  Wilu.am  IL,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress. 400. 

Dickinson,  Daniel  S.,  vote  for  Vice  President  at  Union 
National  Convention,  407. 

Dickinson,  Hcnky,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi  to  Dela- 
ware, 11. 

Dickinson,  J.  S.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

DiMMicK,  William  IL,  Representative  in  Thirty  Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48. 

Direct  Taxes,  proposed  constitutional  amendment  respect- 
ing, 6'j2. 

Dispatch,  liichmond,  on  reconstruction,  330;  on  amnesty, 
331. 

District  of  Columdia,  bill  to  reorganize  militia  of,  77; 
compensated  emancipation  in,  212,  213. 

Disunion,  the  conspiracy  of,  389— 39.>:  an  early  threat  of 
disunion,  extract  from  Senator  Maclay's  journal,  389; 
General  Jackson's  letters  to  Rev.  A.  J.  Crawford.  389, 
and  to  Colonel  James  A.  Hamilton,  435;  Thomas  H. 
Benton's  views.  390;  Henry  Clay's,  390;  N.ilhan  Ai>- 
pleton's,  390;  extract  from  speech  of  Ex-Governor 
Francis  Thomas,  and  extract  from  the  JVatio  lal  InleUi- 
geiicer,  concerning,  390;  early  hopes  of  the  rebels, 
3iK);  extract  from  tile  speech  ot  Mr.  Lawrence  M.Keitt, 
390;  recently-found  letters  in  Fredericksburg,  390; 
proceedings  of  ii  Democratic  meeting  in  Philadelphia 
in  January,  1801,  note,  390;  letter  of  ex-President 
Franklin  Pierce  to  Jell'.  Davis,  of  January  6,  1860, 
391;  extract  from  tho  National  Intelligencer  ut  Janu- 
ary 11.1861,  and  letter  of  "F^aton,"  disclosing  the  pro- 
gramme of,  391 ;  despatch  to  tho  Charleston  Mercury 
of  January  7,  1860,  disclosing  plans  of,  391,  392;  letter 
of  Mr.  David  L.  Yulee, and  resolutions  referred  to.  and 
comments  of  New  Ytirk  Times  on,  392;  Mr.  James  L. 
Pugh's  confes.sion,  392;  Stephen  A.  Douglas's  farewell 
words,  392;  tho  conspiracy  iu  Maryland,  3y2-400; 
Marshal  Kane's  despatch  to  llradb-y  T.  Johnson,  and 
reply,  r(0<«,  392;  arrest  of  Marshal  Kane  and  the  Board 
of  Police  of  Baltimore,  by  General  Banks,  mentioned, 
393;  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners, and  from  their  Letter  Book,  found  in  their 
office,  393;  proceedings  of  the  Maryhind  Legi-lature  of 
1801.  3U6-39S— see  "Secession.'' 

Dix,  John  A.,  Secretary  of  tho  Treitsury,  28 ;  bids  for  jmblic 
loans,  306;  major  general,  seizure  of  newspaper  oBicea 
in  New  York, arrest,  ami  subsequent  proceedings.  19'2- 
1S4;  proclamation  in  Virginia,  '248;  orders  and  letters 
concerning  elections,  30,S,  309;  orders  of,  in  Beall  and 
Kennedy  cases,  551-553. 

Dixon,  Emmkt,  Clerk  of  Reliel  House,  First  Congress, 402. 

Dixon,  James,  Senator  in  the  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  r22 ;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  proposed 
Conslitutional  ameu<lineiit  so  as  to  authorize  the  tax- 
ing of  exports,  592;  explauutiou  of,  noU,  693. 
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DiX''x,  Nathan,  ReprMcntative  iu  Tbirtv-Eigbtn  Congress, 
140. 

I)'iCK-TAr.DS  of  United  States,  employment  of  slaves  in,  238. 

Dodge,  Acglstcs  C  ,  vote  for  Vice  PresiUeut  in  Democratic 
National  O  nvpntion,420. 

DODGK,  Gf.drge  v..  Provost  marshal,  arrests  by,  152;  Gene- 
ral Dix's  order  to,  308,  309. 

Dodge.  William  E.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Doniphan,  Alexander  W.,  Member  ot  Pi'ace  Conference,  68. 

Donnelly,  Ignatius,  Representative  in  Tbirty-EigUtU  Con- 
gross,  141. 

DooLiTTLE,  James  R.,  Senator  in  Tbirty-Sixth  Conaress,  48 ; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140:  Member  of 
Peace  Conference,  08 ;  of  Committee  of  Thirteen,  70; 
proposition  respecting  secession,  63;  amendment  to 
fugitive  slave  law,  70 ;  explanation  of  votes,  note,  243; 
amendment  to  enrollment  bill,  respecting  Indians,  264; 
amendment  to  "  legiil  t^  nder  '  bill,  3S8. 

Dor.TCH,  Gr.OKGE  T.,  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress;  401 ; 
Sec  .nd,  402;  election  of  successor,  611. 

DouEL  DAV.  AiiNEB,  General,  order  forbidding  the  rendition 
of  fugitive  slaves,  250. 

Douglas,  Stephen  A.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  vote  of,  for  President,  iu  ISGO,  1 ;  member  of  Com- 
mittee of  Thirteen,  70;  hopeful  despatch  of,  to  James 
Barboui",  39;  propositions  iu  Senate  Committeeof  Thir- 
teen, 72;  amendment  respecting  conspiracies,  71 ;  his 
farewell  words,  392. 

Douglass,  Frederick,  Letter  to  Cleveland  Convention,  413. 

DsjiPT.s,  the  several,  ordered,  115,  270,  604;  orders  of 
Secretary  of  War  to  enforce,  272;  President's  proclama- 
tion concerning,  272;  judicial  decisions  respecting con- 
stitutionahty,  272-274;  instructions  to  United  States 
Marshals,  272;  Governor  Seymour  and,  274;  General 
McClellan  on,  274;  R.  13.  Murcy's  despatch  on,  274; 
Generals  Grant  and  Sherman  on  draft  of  1864,  435; 
Secretary  Stanton's  order  suspending',  juAe,  C04. 

DE3GGS,  John  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Dbouyn  de  l'Huys,  M.,  Letter  of,  to  M.  Mercier,  on  media- 
tion, (extract,)  345;  Secretary  Seward's  reply,  .345,  346; 
circular  letter  respecting  the  relation  of  France  to  the 
American  Government,  354. 

DuELi,  R.  Holland,  Rejiresentative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

DuLCE  Domingo,  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  letter  respecting 
the  Arguelles  case,  355. 

DuMONT,  Edenezer,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Duncan,  Alexander,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

DUNLAP,  George  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  on  compensated  emancipation,  213-217. 

DcJJN,  WiLLiAJi  McKee,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  member  of  Com- 
mittee of  Thirty-Three,  53;  adjustment  proposition,  54. 

IXpre,  Lucius,  J.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401;  Second,  402. 

DuRANT,  C.  J.,  arrest  of,  153. 

Dur.KEE,  Ch.\rles,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

K 

Eael  Russell,  to  Lord  Lyons  on  Rebel  appeal  for  recogni- 
tion, 27;  on  Trent  affair,  338-342;  Lord  Lyons,  to,  re- 
specting New  York  democrats  or  conservatives  on 
foreign  mediation  in  American  affairs,  347,  348. 

East  Tennessee,  Col.  W.  M.  Churchwell's  order  to  people 
of,  121;  bridge-burning  order  of  Judah  P.  Benjamin, 
and  arrests  iu,  187. 

East  Tennessee  Churches,  Reconstruction  of,  545, 546. 

Eaton,  J.  D.,  vote  for  Vice  President  at  Democratic  Na- 
tional Convention,  420. 

"  Eaton,"  Communication  of,  revealing  proceedings  of  dis- 
union caucus,  391 ;  understood  to  lie,  note.  391. 

EcnOL<,  J.  11.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

Eckert,  Thomas  T.,  Major,  connection  with  Hampton 
Roads  Conference,  567,  568. 

ECKLEY,  Ephraim  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, I-IO. 

Eden,  John  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty- Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

Edqeeton,  Joseph  K.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140;  resolutions  denouncing  coercion,  &c., 
230;  on  emancipation  proclamation,  ic,  231;  on  con- 
stitutional powers,  573. 

Edgerton,  Sidney.  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  substitute  for  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  to  Captain  Wilkes,  343 

Edmundson,  Henry  A  ,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  address  to  the  people  of  Virginia.  40. 

Edwards,  Thomas  M.,  Representative  iu  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48 ;  Thirty-Seventh,  1:;2. 


Elder,  vTm.  Henry,  Bishop  of  Natchez,  Protest  of,  against 
certain  military  orders,  538-.541. 

Eldhidge,  Charles  A.,  Represent-itive  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  141;  resolution  on  political  arrests,  183;  on 
enrollment,  271;  on  commutation,  271. 

Election,  of  President, in  1860,1;  in  1864,623;  propositions 
concerning  the,  54.55,  57,  73.  S7,  255,  256,  673,  574. 

Elections,  military  orders  respecting,  308-316,  415;  bill  to 
prevent  ofJicers  of  army  and  navy  from  interfering  in, 
315,  31 G,  566. 

Electoral  vote  of  Rebel  States,  action  respecting,  319,577, 
678;  President  Lincoln's  message  respecting,  579— see 
"  Reconstruction." 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,  Representative  in  Thirtv-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Tliirty-Eighlli,  HO;  bill  to 
repeal  fugitive  sbive  law  in  Thirty-Third  Con;.rress,  235; 
joint  resolution  on  tlieobject.s  of  the  war,  287  ;  bill  to 
establish  bureau  of  Freedmen's  affairs.  260;  confisca- 
tion and  emancipation  bills,  198-202;  proposition  on 
reconstruction,  577 ;  relative  to  Louisiana  case,  681. 

Elkins,  Joseph,  arrest  of,  153. 

Ellkt,  IIenuy  J.,  declined  a3RebeIPostmasterGener.al,400. 

Elli  .T,  John  M.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400 :  Representative  in  First  Congress,  401 ;  Second,  402. 

Elliot,  Rohert,  Secretary  Seward's  letter  on  arrest  of,  154. 

Ellis,  E.  W.  H.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Ellis,  Joun  W  ,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  reply  to 
President  Lincoln's  call,  114. 

Elmore,  J.  A.,  Commissioner  from  Alabama  to  South  Caro- 
lina, 11. 

Ely,  Alfred,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty  Seventh,  122. 

Emancipation,  to  follow  secession,  prophecy  of,  by  Alex- 
ander H.  Stephens,  25. 

Emancipation  bill,  reported,  199 ;  amendment  of  Mr.  F.  P. 
Blair,  Jr.,  199,  200;  substitute  of  Mr.  Sedgwick,  200; 
substitute  of  Mr.  Walton,  200:  substitute  of  Mr.  J.  S. 
Morrill,  200,  201 ;  vi'te  on  original,  201 ;  vote  reconsid- 
ered and  bill  recommitted  with  instructions  offered  by 
Mr.  Albert  G.  Porter,  201 ;  another  bill  reported,  2:J1 ; 
substitute  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Bingham,  201,  substitute  of 
Mr.  Walton,  202. 

Emancipation,  compensated,  James  B.  5IcKcan's  resolu- 
tion iu  'J  hirtN-Sixth  Congress,  209 ;  President's  Mes- 
sage, March  G,  1862,209;  votes  in  House  and  Senate  on 
resolution  proposing,  to  Border  Slave  St;ites,  '.09,  210; 
interview  between  the  President  and  some  Border 
slave  States  Congressmen,  210,  211;  in  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 211,  213  ;  colonization  clause  of  said  bill  re- 
pealed, with  report  on,  nrite,  212;  Presidents  Message, 
and  amendatory  bill,  213;  Select  Committee  on  com- 
pensated emancipation,  213;  President's  appeal  to  tiie 
Border  slave  States  Congressmen,  with  their  replies, 
213-"220  ;  extracts  from  the  Presidents  second  annual 
Message,  220-224;  the  Missouri  bill,  224-220;  the  iia- 
ryland  bill,  and  suUsequent  action  by  the  people  of 
Maryland,  226,  227  ;  resolutions  of  Mr.  Rollins  of  Mis- 
souri, 591. 

Emancipation  Proclamations,  of  the  President,  September 
22,  1862,  227;  January  1,  1863,228;  votes  thereon  in 
House,  229  ;  in  Senate,  318;  Mr.  Clark's,  Mr.  Wilson's, 
and  Mr.  Arnold's  bills  respecting,  22J;  lesolutious  re- 
specting, 2:j0,  231 ;  visit  of  the  Chicago  deputation  to 
the  President  respecting  its  issue,  231,  232 ;  Mr.  Bout- 
well's  statement  in  House,  232;  address  of  loyal  Gov- 
ernors, 232;  letters  from  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Love- 
joy,  233;  the  President's  modification  of  General  Fre- 
mont's proclamation,  and  correspondence  respecting, 
245-247;  rescinding  of  General  Hunter  .s,  250;  Alexan- 
der 11.  Stephens's  prediction  of,  25;  Unitarian  Conven- 
tion of  1863  upon,  548 ;   military  cases  under,  548,  551. 

English,  James  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Tiiirty-Eighth,  140. 

English,  T.  R.,  Remarks  in  South  Carolina  Convention,  17; 
vote  on  secession,  398. 

English,  William  H.,  Representative  iti  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 4.);  adjustment  proposition  of,  64. 

Enlistments,  alleged,  foreign,  343. 

Enquirer,  Cincinnati,  excluded  from  Kentucky,  192. 

Enquirer,  Richmond,  denunciation  of  Convention  bill,  5;  on 
fall  of  Sumter,  114;  on  terms  of  peace,  305  ;  on  negro 
soldiers,  42s,  429. 

Enrollment  act  of  March  3, 1863, 115;  of  February  24,  and 
July  4, 1S64,  116,  117  ;  colored  persons  liable  to,  116; 
certain  aliens  liable  to,  116;  all  votes  upon  passage  of, 
261-270  ;  proposition  to  enroll  persons  between  torty- 
five  and  fifty,  268 ;  reports  of  Secretary  of  War  and 
Provost  Marshal  General  respecting  operation  of,  note, 
203;  judicial  decisions  upon,  272-274 ;  punishment  of 
an  editor  for  publishing  articles  against,  562;  act  of 
March  3,  1865,  and  votes  upon,  and  on  resolutions  con- 
cerning. 563,  564. 

Enrollment  of  free  negroes  and  slaves  in  rebeldom,  2S1, 
282,427,428,611,612. 
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Enrollment,  Rebel,  xIS,  119,  619— see  "Conscription." 

Escape  of  fugitive  slaves,  1S50  to  IStJO,  237. 

Etheridoe,  Emerson.  Kepresentative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49  ;  adjustment  proposition  of,  55;  Clerk  of  the 
House  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122;  one  of  the  Ten- 
nessee protesters,  438-441. 

Evangelical  Association,  General  Conference  of  1863,  501, 
502. 

Evans,  Lemuel  D.,  understood  to  be  "  Eaton"  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelliffcncer  of  January,  1861,  revealing  the 
proceedings  of  the  disunion  caucus,  391. 

EwiNG,  George  W.,  Drpnty  in  Kebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400;  representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401; 
Second,  402. 

EwiNO,  Thomas,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Examiner,  Richmond,  on  full  of  Sumter,  114;  on  Wright's 
peMCe  proposition,  COS;  on  the  North,  330. 

Exports,  proposed  constitutional  amendment  to  authorize 
the  taxing  of,  259,  592,  593. 

F 

Fall,  Oeorge  R.,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi  to  Ar- 
kansas, 11. 

Fabnsworth,  .foHN  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty -Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  resolution' concerning 
unemployed  generals,  285. 

Farrar,  Rebhard  G.,  Colonel,  order  of,  at  Natchez,  and 
protestor  the  Bishop,  538-541. 

Farrow,  James,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402;  Second,  402. 

FApwELL,  Nathan  A.,  Senator  in  Second  Session  Thirty- 
Eighth  Congress,  5.')9. 

Fearn,  Thomas,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11, 
400;  retired,  400. 

Featherston,  William  S.,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi 
to  Kentucky,  11. 

Fenton,  Reuden  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 4><;  Thirty-Sfveuth,  122;  Thirty-Ki-hlli.  140; 
proposition  of  adjustment,  56;  substitute  for  tJix  sec- 
tion of  national  currency  bill,  364. 

FeRNANDINA.  opened  to  trade,  149.  I 

Ferrv,  Orris  S.,  Rijiresentative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Member  of  Committee  of  Thirtv-three,  53;  reijort, 
58.  .  I       . 

Fessenden,  Samuel  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  resolutiuu  approving  theeniancipatiou 
proclamation,  229. 

Fessenden,  Thomas  A.  D.,  Rcpt-esentativein  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  123. 

Fessende.n,  William  Pitt,  Senator  in   Thirtv-Sixth   Con-  ■ 
gress,  48;  Tbirty-Scvcnth,   121;  Thirty-Eighth,   HO;  ; 
Thirty-Ninth,  559;  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  07;  ' 
amendment   to  bill    to   authorize   the  sale  of  arms  to 
States,  36;  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  108.  i 

Field,  A.  P.,  claimant  of  seat  iu  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  j 
and  reports  upon,  141,  586. 

Field,  Davld  Dudley,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67  ; 
proposition  on  secession,  09. 

Field,  Richard  S.,  Senator  iu  Tliirty-Seventh  Congress, 
123;  superseded,  123. 

Finances,  Rebel,  368-373,  619. 

Finances,  United  States,  3.J6-.'J68,  600,  601. 

FiNCK,  William  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  resolution  on  the  war,  289. 

Fineoan,  Joseph,  Letter  of  Mr.  D.  L.  Yulee  to,  392;  vote 
on  secession  orilinance,  39J. 

Fjshdack,  William  M.,  claimant  of  a  seat  in  Senate.  Thirty- 
Eighth  Congress,  141 ;  action  of  Senate,  32j,  321 ;  vote 
in  Arkansas  convention  on  secession,  399;  President's 
letter  to,  322. 

Fisher,  George  P.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  on  Select  Committee  on  compensated  eman- 
cipation, 213;  views  on,  217,  218. 

Fishing  Bounties,  discussed,  21;  votes  on  abolishing,  375, 
376, 602;  prohibited  iu  '•  Confederate  "  Constitution,  98, 
100. 

Fitch,  Graham  N  ,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48. 

Fitzpatruk,  Benjamin,  Senator  in  Thirty-Slxtli  Coni^ress, 
48 ;  withdrew,  4 ;  intermediary  between  Col.  liayne 
and  President  Buchanan,  32. 

Flag  of  the  United  States,  ordered  to  l»e  suppressed  in 
Baltimore,  394. 

Flawdeks,  Benjamin  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  123. 

Florence,  Thomas  B.,  Representative  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  adjustment  projwsltion  of,  66. 

Florida,  vote  for  President  in  ls60,  1 ;  mi-mbers  of  Thirty- 
Sixth  Congress,  48,  49;  Deputies  in  Rebel  Provisional 
Congress,  11,  400;  Members  of  First  C-ngress,  401; 
Second,  402;  secession  movement  in,  3:  st-iziires  and 
surrenders,  27  ;  vote  on  Sfcession  ordinance,  399;  con- 
tribution of  men  t<>  the  war,  399. 

FL07D,  JoilH  B.,  Secretary  of  War  and  resignation,  38 ;  ia- 


I  stnictions  to  Major  Anderson,  31 ;  removal  of  public 

I  arms,  34,  35  ;  authorized  to  raise  rebel  troops,  I'.O. 

Foot,  Solomon,   Senator    iu    Thirty-Sixth    Congress,  48; 

ThirlySeventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 
FooTE,  IlLNRY  S.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402;  Second,  402;  peace  propositions,  30J,  304;  views 
on   retaliation,  304;    expelled,  611;   resolutions   for  a 
Convention  of  the  Stites,  617. 
Forbes,  Jonv  M.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 
Ford,  S.  U.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 

FoRiiGN  ENU3TMENTS,  alleged,  343-345. 

Foreign  mi:diation,  suggesteil,  offered  and  declined,  345- 
34  j;  resolutions  of  Congress  upon,  347  ;  letter  of  Lod 
Lyons  to  Earl  Russell  stating  views  of  New  York  demo- 
crats Of  conservatives  upon,  347,  348. 

Foreign  relations.  United  States,  338-355. 
KORNET,  John  W.,  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  121. 

Forstth,  John,  rebel  c"inmi8sioner  to  Washington,  108. 

Fort  Sumter,  surrendered,  27 ;  surrender  demanded  by 
Governor  Pickens,  and  correspondence,  32;  Mobile 
Mrrcury  on  bombardment  of.  112;  Prycjr's  declaration, 
112;  Jeremiah  Clemens's,  112;  correspondence  pre.e- 
ding  lx)mbardment  between  Anderson  and  Beaure- 
gard, 113,  114;  Anderson's  report,  114;  rebel  press  on 
lall,  114. 

Fortress  Monroe,  Governor  Letcher's  designs  upon,  28 

Forts  and  Arse.nals,  Hunter's  proposal  to  retrocede,  SO; 
President  Lincoln's  purpose  to  repossess,  114. 

Foster,  Lvfatette  S.,  Senator  iu  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Foster,  Stephen  C,  Representiitivo  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con 
gress,  48 ;  member  of  Peace  Conference,  07. 

Fo8Ti;R,  Thomas  J.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401;  Seconil,  402. 

FouKK,  Philip  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

Fowler,  As  ■ ,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Franchot,  Richard,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  1.2. 

FRANfis,  John  T.,  Reieiver  under  rebel  sequestration,  204. 

Frank,  Augustus,  Re])reseutative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;    ihirty-Sevonth,  122;  Thii  ty-Ei-hth,  140. 

Frankun,  J.  U.,  Request  for  special  session  of  Maryland 
Legislature  in  1801,  8. 

Franklin,  Thomas  E.,  Member  of  Peace  Conferea.;e,  68; 
]iriip'<8ition  in,  on  secession,  69. 

FRAziriR, Captain,  allusion  to,  311. 

Freedmex's  Affairs,  Bureau  of,  259.  260,  594,  595. 

Freeman,  Thomas  W.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400;  Represent.itive  in  First  Congress, 402. 

Freeman's  Journal,  presented  by  grand  jury  and  excluded 
from  the  mails,  18S;  report  upon,  188-l.il;  Archbishop 
Purcell  upon,  503. 

Free  Methodist  Church,  New  York  Conference  of,  500, 
501. 

Free  Negroes,  Mr.  Rives's  desire  to  enslave,  232  ;  legisla- 
tion upon,  in  reboliloni,  282. 

Frelinohuvsen.  Frederick  T.,  member  of  Peiice  Confer- 
ence, 67 

Fremont,  JohnC,  Major  General,  emancipation  proclama- 
tion and  special  military  order  of,  and  correspondence 
concerning,  245-217;  nominated  for  President,  412; 
accejitance  4  3  ;  letters  of  withdrawal,  425-427. 

French,  Ezra  B.,  Representiitivo  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48  ;  member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

French  in  Mexico,  action  of  Congress  and  the  Administra- 
tion, 348-354;  Mr.  DeJarnette's  resolution  upon,  617, 
018. 

Fben  II  mediation,  proffered  and  declined,  345,  346. 

Friend,  or  Quaker  Church,  declarations  of,  503,  504. 

Frv,  James  B.,  Provost  .Marshal  General,  order  respecting 
el(>ctions,  30.1;  report  ou commutation  clause,  note,  2u3; 
on  furloughing  drafted  clergymen,  561. 

Fugitive^ Slav^;  Laws,  conllicting  views  in  South  Carolina 
Convention,  18;  amendment  reported  by  House  Com- 
mittee of  Thirty-three,  61 ;  proi)osition3  respecting  iu 
Senate  Committee  of  Thirteen,  70;  votes  on  acts  of 
1793  and  1850,  234;  the  several  bills  to  amend  or  ri- 
peal,  and  resolutions  relating  thereto,  231-230;  pro- 
ceeilings  and  votes,  in  Senate  and  House,  on  the  repeal- 
ing bill,  236,237;  Attorney  General  Bati^s's  opinion 
respecting  enforcement  of,  nolf,  235. 

Fugitive  81a\'es,  orders  concerning,  in  District  of  Colum- 
bia, 245;  General  Hallcck's  order  No. 3,  explanation  of, 
and  vote  in  Congress  concerning,  248,  and  noU,  25.3, 
254;  Halleck's  pr.>clamatiou  excluding  theui  from 
cimps,  250;  General  Buell's  letter,  offering  to  return, 
2jO;  General  Hooker's  order  directing  return  and  n-- 
port  of  facts  respecting,  250;  General  Donbleday's  ot* 
der  forbidding  return,  250;  General  Williams's  «>rdor 
to  turn  out  all,  and  arrest  of  Col.  E.  P.  Paine  lor  refus- 
iu'X  to  obe.\ ,  201 ;  Lii-nt  Colonel  D.  R.  Anthony's  order 
Concerning,  and  arrest,  251 ;  President  Lincoln's  order 
to  General  Scholield,  respectiug,  252,  253;    Goueral 
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Grant's  orders,  443,  444;  escapes  of,  between  1S50  and 
UGO,  237. 

I'uoiTivEs  FROM  JUSTICE,  bill  respecting,  61. 

FuLL£R,  £.  N.,  fine  of  for  publiisbing  ariicles  against  the  en- 
rollment law,  662. 

Fuller,  Thomas  C.,  Representatire  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Funding  act.  Rebel,  368-370. 

FUNSTEN,  David,  RepresentatiTe  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402;  Second,  402. 

O 

Oaither,  Burgess  S.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  Second,  402. 

Ganson,  John,  R. piesentutive  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140;  rosoliition  relative  to  arrests  of  citizens,  560. 

Gabdenhire,  E.  L.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

Garfield,  James  A  ,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  amendment  to  the  enrollment  bill,  269; 
proposition  on  reconstruction,  319. 

Garland,  AuGusTU;i  II.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  401; 
Second,  402;  Senator  in  same,  402;  votes  in  secession 
convention  of  Arkansas,  399. 

Garland,  Rufus  K..  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  votes  in  secession  convention  of  Arkansas, 
399. 

Garlington,  Albert  G.,  Secretary  of  Interior  of  the  Re- 
public of  South  Carolina,  2. 

Garnett,  MutcoE  R.  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Si.tth 
Congress,  49;  address  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  40; 
remarks  upon  Peace  Conference  proposition,  70;  Rep- 
resentative in  First  Rebel  Congress,  402;  death,  402. 

Garrett,  Jchn  W.,  Commissioner  from  Alabama  to  North 
Carolina,  11;  received  by  Convention,  5. 

Garrison,  Judge,  of  Brooklyn,  Proceedings  of,  152. 

Qartrell,  Lucius  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  sent  telegram  South,  37;  withdrew,  3; 
Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401 ;  Second, 
402. 

Gatchell,  William  H.,  Police  Oimmissioner,  arrest  of,  and 
reason  for,  152;  minutes  of  Board,  393,  394. 

Generals  unemployed,  proceedings  in  Congress  concern- 
ing,'-85;  joint  resolution  proposed,  to  drop  from  the 
rolls  of  the  army  certain,  '..85,  5C5,  560  ;  reply  of  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning, 
285. 

Gentry,  Meredith  P.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Georgia,  vote  of,  for  President,  in  1860, 1 ;  members  of 
Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48,  49;  Deputies  in  Rebel  Provi- 
sional Congress,  11,  400;  Members  of  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401;  Second, 402;  secession  movement  in  Con- 
vention and  Legislature  of,  3;  ratified  Confederate 
Constitution,  3;  Inter-State  Commissioners,  11 ,  Su- 
preme Court  confirm  the  constitutionality  of  the  anti- 
substitiite  law,  120:  peace  me:i8ure8  and  discussion 
in  Legislature,  304,  621,  622;  action  of  Legislature  on 
reconstruction,  329;  habeas  corpus,  399;  men  in  the 
army,  399. 

German  Rkformed  Church,  action  of,  482. 

Gholson,  Thomas S.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Gilbert,  Colonel,  resolution  respecting  his  dispersion  of 
a  convention  in  Kentucky,  181. 

Giles,  Thomas  T.,  Receiver  under  rebel  sequestration,  204. 

Gilmer,  Frank,  Commissioner  from  Alabama  to  Yirgiuia, 
11. 

ftiLMcR,  John  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  member  of  Border-States  Committee,  73 ;  Repre- 
sentative in  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402. 

Gilmore,  James  R.,  Jeff.  Davis's  declaration  to,  307. 

Gist,  M'iili.\m  II.,  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  message  of, 
2 ;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 

Glass,  R  H.,  Postmaster  at  Lynchburg,  Va.,and  New  York 
Tribune,  192. 

Glenn,  Luther  J.,  Commissioner  from  Georgia  to  Missouri, 
11;  received  by  Missouri  Convention,  9. 

Glover,  .John  J.,  of  Arkansas,  court-martial  proceedings  for 
murder  of  a  slave  master,  550,  551. 

GooGiN,  William  L.,  Speech  of  in  Virginia  Convention,  6; 
vote  on  secession  ordinance,  rinte,  7. 

Gold,  motion  to  pay  soldiers  in,  or  equivalent,  272;  propo- 
sition to  pay  officers,  soldiers,  contractors  for  supplies 
in,  358;  Mr.  Chase's  letter,  respecting  redemption  of 
public  loans,  in,  note,  367. 

OoLDSBOROUGH,  WiLLLAH  T.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference, 
68. 

Gooch,  Daniel  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh.  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Goode,  John,  Jr.,  resolution  of,  in  Virginia  Convention.  6  ; 
vote  on  ordinance  of  secession,  »'^",  7  ;  Representative 
in  First  Rebel  Congress,  402;  Seixlud,  402. 


Goodrich,  Jonif  Z.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Goodwin,  John  N.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 

Gordon,  J.  H.,  arrest  of,  152, 153. 

Governors,  of  the  northern  States,  responses  of,  to  the 
President's  Ciill  for  troops,  114;  of  southern  States, 
defiant  responses  of,  to  same,  114, 115  ;  address  of  loyal 
Governors,  232,  2.:i3  ;  ad^lress  of  rebel,  4;j0. 

Graham,  James  H.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Coa- 
gress,  48. 

Graham,  Malcolm  D.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Cod. 
gress,  402. 

Graham,  Wiluam  A.,  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 401 ; 
Second,  402. 

Granger.  Bradley  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

Granger,  liiDEON,  Letter  of,  respecting  colored  mail  carriers, 
note,  2li9. 

Grant,  Ulysses  S.,  appointed  Lieutenant  General,  116;  Lu- 
cius Robinson  suggested  his  nomination  at  Cleveland, 
413;  letter  to  President  Lincoln  on  his  campaign  of 
1804,425;  his  Memphis  letter  accepting  a  reception, 
434;  letters  to  Mr.  E.  B.  Washburne  on  slavery  and  re- 
construction, 434;  on  the  draft,  434;  on  protecting 
colored  soldiers,  445  ;  orders  respecting  fugitive  slaves, 
443,  444 ;  despatclies  respecting  Hampton  Roads  Con- 
ference, 667,  568 ;  letter  of  August  30,  1862,  on  recon- 
struction, note,  571 ;  correspondence  with  General  Lee 
respecting  military  convention,  672,  573. 

Gray,  Peter  W..  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

Greeley,  Horace,  Correspondence  of,  and  a  Virginia  post- 
master, respecting  suppression  of  the  Tribune,  192; 
President's  letter  to,  334;  the  Niagara  Conference,  301- 
303;  letter  to  President  Lincoln  preceding  it,  603. 

Green,  James  S.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
telegram  to  Missouri  on  first  vote  on  Mr.  Crittenden's 
adjustment  proposition,  39. 

Green,  N.  H.,  request  for  special  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland,  8. 

Gregg,  John,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11, 
400. 

Gregg,  Maxcy,  remarks  in  South  Carolina  Convention,  17  ; 
vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 

Grider,  Henry,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  on  compensated  emancipa- 
tion, 213-217 ;  resolutions  relative  to  compensation  of 
loyal  slave-owners,  565. 

Grier,  Robert  C,  Judge,  charge,  respecting  the  suppression 
of  the  We.<t  Chester  (Pa.)  Jejfcrsonian,  431-442 ;  opinion 
on  "legal  tender"  act,  454,  455. 

Grimes,  James  W.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  member  of 
Peace  Conference,  68;  of  Committee  of  Thirteen,  70; 
proposition  for  constitutional  convention,  64;  bill  for 
relief  of  Robert  Small,  239;  amendments  to  enrollment 
bill,  264,  265;  resolution  relating  to  the  war,  291. 

Grinnell,  Josiah  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  resolutions  approving  the  enlistment  of 
colored  persons,  271,  touching  General  J.  M.  Tuttle's 
Natchez  order,  253,  on  newspaper  suppression,  194, 
on  confiscating  deserters'  property,  564. 

Griswold,  John  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Groesbeck,  William  S.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Grow,  Galusha  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48 ;  Representative  in,  and  Speaker  of  House, 
Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122. 

Guerrillas,  legislation  upon,  271 ;  bill  reported  in  the 
House  to  punish,  271 ;  proceedings  upon  in  Senate,  271. 

Guerrillas,  Rebel  legislation  upon,  119 ;  commission  under, 
119 ;  Virginia  resolutions  respecting,  119. 

Gurley,  John  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

Guthrie,  James,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68;  votes 
for  Vice  President  in  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention, 420. 

Gwin,  William  M.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48. 

GwiNN,  C.  J.  M.,  telegram  respecting  interview  with  Gen- 
eral Kenton  Harper,  393. 

H 

Habeas  Corpus,  writ  of.  Opinions  of  Chief  Justice  Taney, 
155-158;  Attorney  General  Bates,  158-161;  Horace 
Biuney,  161, 162;  Theophilus  Parsons,  162 ;  suspension 
of,  in  certain  cases,  177  ;  general  suspension,  177,  178; 
in  Hogan's  case,  562;  in  Kentucky,  178;  General  Mc- 
Clellan's  order  to  Ueneial  B.inks  to  suspend,  if  neces- 
sary. 179;  power  given  lo  Military  Governors,  179;  re- 
solutions concerning,  182,  183;  act  for  suspension,  and 
proceedings  and  votes  upon,  183-185 ;  reply  of  Reverdy 
Johnson  to  Chief  Justice  Taney,  note.  166. 

ILab£as  Cocpds,  Rebel  suspeusious  of,  121;  resolutiona 
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and  legislation  upon,  187,  1R8,  618,619;  State  Legis- 
latures upon,  399;  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court  on, 
120. 

Hackleman,  Pleasant  A.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Hahn,  Michael,  Representative  in  Thirty-SeventU  Congres.s, 
l'2-3;  Free  State  Governor  of  Louisiana,  321 ;  Message, 
4.".j;  credentials  of,  as  Senator,  588. 

Haic.ht,  Edward,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 

Hale,  James  T.,  Representative  in  Thirtv-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Tliirty-Seventh,122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  member 
of  Border-States  Committee,  73. 

Hale,  Joh.v  P.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  121;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  motion  to 
amend  till  to  repeal  fugitive  slave  law.s,  237. 

Hale,  Stephen  F.,  Commissioner  from  Ahibania  to  Ken- 
tucky,ll;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11,400. 

Hall,  Chapin,  Representative  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Congress, 48. 

H.all,  Hiland,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Hall,  Thomas  W.,  arrest  of,  153. 

Hall,  Willard  P.,  Brigadier  General,  order  respecting  elec- 
tions, 314. 

Hall,  William  A.,  Representative  in  Thirtv-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 133;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  at  Border  State  inter- 
view with  the  President,  211 ;  views  on  compensated 
emancipation,  21:3-217. 

Halleck,  Henry  Waoer,  Major  General,  order  and  procla- 
mation excluding  fugitive  slaves  from  his  lines,  and 
explanation  of  the  former,  248,  250. 

Hamilton,  Andrew  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49. 

Hamilton,  J.  A.,  General  Jackson's  letters  to,  4.35. 

Hamlin,  IIannibal,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress  and 
resignation,  48 ;  elected  Vice  President  ki  Novemlier, 
1860,  and  Presidentof  the  Senate,  Thirty-Seventh  and 
Thirty-Eighth  Congresses,  122,  140;  vote  for  Vice 
President  in  Unioji  National  Convention,  40". 

Hammond,  James  IL,  Scaiator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 48; 
resignation,  2;  extract  from  speech  in  1858,  20. 

Hampton  Roads  Conference,  facts  respecting,  566-572. 

Hanchktt,  Luther,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  deatii,  123. 

Handv,  A.  H.,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi  to  Maryland, 
and  answer  of  Governor  Hicks,  8  ;  speech  at  Baltimore, 
8;  appointment  of,  11. 

Hankins,  I.saac  R.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Hanlt,  Thomas  B  ,  Representative  in  First  Reljcl  Congress, 
401 ;  Second,  402 ,  veto  on  Secession  Convention  of  Ar- 
kansas, 399. 

Hardeman,  Thomas,  Jr.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49;  withdrew,  2. 

Harding,  Aaron,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Eiglith,  140;  views  on  compensated 
emancipation,  213-217 ;  resolution  on  State  rights,  2.59 ; 
propositionstoprohibit  the  payment  of  colored  soldiers, 
284;  resolutions  on  the  insurrectionary  States,  327. 

n.ARDiNQ,  Charles  1?.,  Commissioner  from  Legislature  of 
Maryland  to  visit  Jefferson  Davis,  and  report  of,  9. 

Habi.an,  James,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eightli,  140;  Member  of 
Peace  Conference,  68;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  610. 

Harllee,  W.  W.,  Postmaster  General  of  the  republic  of 
South  Carolina,  2  ;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 

Harper,  Kenton,  Rebel  general,  telegrams  from,  393. 

Harrington,  Henry  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140;  resolutions  on  habeas  coifus,  Ac,  182. 

Harrls,  B.  D.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Harris,  Benjamin  G.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140 ;  votes  on  his  expul.sion,  and  censure,  387. 

U.ARRis,  Charles  M.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

U.ARRIS,  iRA,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122;  in 
Tliirty-Eightli,  140;  proposition  relative  to  representa- 
tion in  the  Electoral  College,  578. 

Harris,  Isham  O.,  Governor  of  Tennessee,  proclamation  of, 
6  ;  reply  to  President  Lincoln's  call  lor  troops,  115. 

Harris,  J.  Morrison,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  Member  of  Border-States  Committee,  73. 

Harris,  John  T.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  bopctful  despatch  of,  39;  Member  of  Border-States 
Committee,  73. 

Harris,  Tho.mas  A.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402. 

Harris,  William  L.,  Coniniissioner  from  Mississippi  to 
Georgia,  11. 

Q.arris,  Wiley  P.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,  400. 

Harrison,  James  T.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congreea, 
11,  400. 

H.ARRi.soN,  Richard  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

Harrison,  William  G.,  arreit  of,  152;  roiuutes  of  the 
Bnard  of  Police  Commissioners,  393,394. 


IIartt;idge,  Julien,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401 ;  Second.  402. 

IlARTSUFF,  George  L.,  Major  General,  order  respecting  im- 
pressment-s,  315. 

Harvie,  Lewis  E.,  resolution  and  report  in  Alrginia  Con- 
vention, 6 :  vote  on  secession,  note,  7  ;  commissioner  in 
making  military  league,  8. 

IIarwood,  Spriog,  request  for  called  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Maryland  in  1861,  8 ;  vote  in  S<nate  of  Mary- 
land nil  the  anii-.slavery  amendment,  597. 

Haskin,  John  B..  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
4S;  adjustment  proposition  of.  53;  Mr.  Pendleton's 
letter  to,  422. 

Hatcher,  R.  A.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

IIatton,  Robert,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  member  of  Border-States  Committee,  73. 

Hawkins,  George  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty  Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  telegram  South,  37;  on  House  Committee  of 
Thirty-three  and  declined,  63;  declaration  on  seces- 
sion, 52;  withdrew,  3;  Mr.  Yulee's  allusion  to,  392. 

Hat,  John,  at  Niagara  Falls  conference,  301-303. 

Uatne,  Isaac  W.,  Commissioner  from  South  Carolina  to 
AV.a.shington,  32;  correspondence  with  President  Bu- 
chanan, 32-34;  vote  on  seces.sion  ordinance,  399. 

Uatnes,  LaNdon  C,  Receiver  under  rebel  sequestration, 
204;  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congre.ss,401 ;  Second,  402. 

Hayti,  Bill  for  recognition  of,  239  ;  President  Lincoln's  re- 
commendation of,  130. 

Heckart,  Franklin,  arrest  of,  152. 

Ueintzelman,  Samuel  P.,  Major  General,  order  of,  respect- 
ing the  sale  of  Rrm8,no/e,  418. 

Ueiskell,  Joseph  B.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  Second,  402. 

Helmick,  William,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49. 

Hemphill,  John,  Senator  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Congress,  48;  in- 
termediary between  Colonel  Hayne  and  President  Bu- 
chanan, 32;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11, 
400;  death,  401. 

Henderson,  John  B.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
123;  ihirty-Eighth,  140;  rejily  to  the  President's  ap- 
peal to  the  Bonier  Stiites,  21 S-220;  pruiiosed  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  255;  umendments  to  bill  to 
employ  colored  persons,  275;  proposition  in  Louisiana 
case,  580. 

Hendricks,  Thomas  A.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140;  motion  on  confiscatioc,  20-;;  niolion  <m  enroll- 
ment, 264;  amendment  to  bill  to  punish  guerrillas, 
271;  amendment  on  the  pay  of  soldiers,  278 ;  on  en- 
rollment bill,  563. 

Henry,  Gustavus  A,  Commissioner  for  Tennessee  in 
leaguing  her  with  the  Confederate  States,  5  ;  aid  to 
GoneralPiHiiw,  401 ;  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401  ;  Second,  402;  on  Declaration  of  Independence, 
614;  resolutions  respecting  peace,  615,  616. 

/TlraW,  Shitsta,  upon  a  Pacitic  republic,  42. 

IIerdert,  Clark  C,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402;  Second,  402. 

Herrick,  Anson,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Hickerson,  William,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Hickman,  John.  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  proposition  on  ccdored  sol- 
diers, 376;  Keitfs  comment  on  Hickman's  declaration 
against  disunion,  390. 

IIlCKS,  Thomas  H..  Governor  of  Maryland,  declined  to  call 
special  session  of  the  Legislature,  8 ;  reply  to  A.  H. 
Handy,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi,  8;  address 
against  secession,  9;  letter  of  John  B  Brooke  and  E. 
G.  Kilbourli  to,  asking  that  the  Legislature  be  con- 
vened, 9;  letter  to  General  Butler,  reply  of  latter,  and 
protest  of  former,  9;  proposed  memiier  of  Board  of 
Public  Safety,  9;  reply  to  President's  first  call,  114  ; 
Secretary  Seward's  loiter  to,  on  foreign  mediation, 
345:  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  1'23;  Thirty- 
Eighth,  140:  death,  5.59. 

Hioby,  William,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 141. 

IIiGGiNKON,  T.  W.,  Colonel,  resolution  concerning,  244. 

Hill.  Benjamin  H.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,  400 :  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401 ;  Second, 
402;  views  on  sequestration,  205. 

Hill,  Joshda,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49 ;  resigned,  3. 

HlLLiARD,  Henry  W.,  Commissioner  for  Confederate  States 
in  making  the  league  with  Tennessee,  5. 

Hilton,  Roiiert  B.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401 ;  Second,  402. 

Hindman,  Thomas  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  sent  telegram  south,  37;  nd.justmcnt  pro- 
position of,  54;  remark  upon  Peace  Conference  propo- 
sition, 70. 
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HlNKS,  Charles  D.,  Polire  CominiBsionpr,  arrest  of,  and 
reasons  for,  152;  iiiiiiufes  of  lioard,  39o,  304. 

IIiTCHrocK,  Reudk.n,  Mcmbf-r  nf  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Hoard.  Charles  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Si.\th  Con- 
gress, 48. 

Hodge,  B.  L.,  Representative  in  Seeond  Rebel  Congress, 
and  retired,  402. 

Hodge,  fiEOROE  B.,  Member  of  bogus  Legislative  Council 
of  Kentucky,  8;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  401; 
Brigadier  General,  402. 

Hodges,  A.  fl.,  Colonid,  President  Lincoln's  letter  to,  336. 

Hodgson,  John,  damages  for  the  seizure  of  his  press,  441, 
442. 

Hogan,  Christopher,  Order  of  President  Lincoln  on  im- 
prisonment of,  OiJ2. 

Hogan,  John,  arrest  of,  153. 

Hogan,  John,  Reverend,  explanatory  note  of  President 
Lincoln  to,  nnte,  522. 

Hoke,  Mr.,  elected  adjutant  general  of  North  Carolina,  5. 

HoLCOMUE,  James  P.,  vote  on  secession  ordinance  in  A'ir- 
ginia  Convention,  note,  7  ;  commissioner  of  Virginia  in 
making  a  league  with  the  Conlederate  States,  8;  Rep- 
resentative in  First  Rebel  Congress,  402;  Niagara  Falls 
correspondence,  301-303. 

Holden,  "William  W.,  card  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina, 
vote,  304. 

Holder,  William  D.,  Represcotative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  Second,  402. 

HoLLADAT,  F.  W.  M  ,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

HoLMAN,  William  S.,  Representitive  in  Thii-ty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Seventli,  122;  Thirty  Eighth.  140; 
propositions  of  adjustment.  54,  56;  propo.sition  on  com- 
mutation, 261 ;  substitute  for  the  enrollment  bill,  261 ; 
amendment  to  the  army  appropriation  bill,  278; 
amendment  to  homestead  bill,  284;  resohition  respect- 
ing unemployed  army  officers,  285;  resolution  on  main- 
taining the  integrity  of  the  Union,  2S5;  resolution 
affirming  the  resolution  of  J.  J.Crittenden,  adopted  by 
the  House  July  22,1861,287;  resolutions  respecting 
the  prosecution  of  the  war, 287,  288,  2S9,  292;  amend- 
ments to  the  loan  bill,  respecting  !?tate  taxation,  359, 
360  ;  proposed  increase  of  pay  of  soldiers,  271. 

HOLSTON  Conference  of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South,  action  of,  646. 

Holt,  Hines,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401; 
peace  proposition,  303. 

Holt,  Joseph,  Secretiiry  of  War.  and  resiirned  as  Postmas- 
ter General,  28;  letter  to  Fitzpatrick,  Mallory,  and 
Slidell,  iu  regard  to  Fort  Sumter,  32;  report  ou  the 
subject  of  quartering  troops  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, 81,  82;  opinion  on  newspaper  exclusion  from  the 
mails,  190;  vote  for  Vice  President  in  Union  National 
Convention,  407 ;  report  on  secret  orders,  445-454 ;  on 
Rev.  James  D.  Armstrong's  ciise,  542,  543;  on  sundry 
courts-martial,  549-551 ;  on  release  of  pri-ioners,  559. 

Homesteads  for  Soldiers,  proceedings  and  votes  respect- 
ing, 284, 285.  I 

Hooker,  C.  E.,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi  to  South 
Carolina,  11. 

Hooker,  Josepm,  General,  order  of.  directing  fugitive  slaves 
to  be  returned  to  their  masters,  250. 

Hooper,  J.  Johnson,  Secretary  of  the  Rebel  Provisional 
Congress,  4U0. 

Hooper,  Samuel,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 123;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Hopkins,  A.  F.,  Commissioner  from  Alabama  to  Maryland, 
11. 

Hopkins,  John  H.,  Bishop  of  Vermont,  Protest  of  in  House 
of  Ei.shops,  and  rejected  pastoral  Ictterot,  489-491 ;  pro- 
test of  Pennsylvania  Episcopalians  against  his  defence 
of  slavery,  493,  494. 

Uo¥Kl.NS,  Judge,  Richmond,  John  S.  Preston's  telegram  to, 
40. 

HoppiN,  William  W.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

HoRTON,  Valentine  B.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68 ; 
Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122. 

Hotchkiss,  Giles  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Ocn^coo,  140, 

Hough,  Harrison,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

House.  John  F.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 400. 

HousER,  Edward,  arrest  of,  l.J3. 

Houston,  Georue  S..  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  withdrew,  4;  member  of  Committee  of  Thir- 
ty-three, 53. 

Houston,  John  W.,  Member  of  Pe.ace  Conference,  68. 

Houston,  Sam,  Governor  of  Texas,  deposed,  4;  protest,  4. 

Howard,  Benjamin  C,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Howard,  Charles,  Police  Commissioner,  arrest  of,  and  rea- 
son for,  152;  application  to  Congress  and  result,  179; 
minute.s  of  the  board,  393,  394. 

Howard  County, (.Md..)  meeting,  ia  1861,  resolution  for 
Southern  Confederacy,  9. 


Howard,  F.  K..  arrest  of,  152. 

Howard,  Jumh  M.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
123:  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  amendment  to  national  cur- 
rency act,  361. 

Hi)Ward,  William,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 4J. 

Howard,  William  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gres.s,  49;  resolution  for  Select  Committee  on  Military 
and  Naval  Aff.drs,  chairman  of,  80;  report,  80;  reports 
of  committee,  80-85. 

How>:,  Timothy  0..  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  bill  to  repeal  the  fugitive 
slave  law,  235. 

HURBARD,  Asahel  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  140. 

Hubbard,  John  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  residution  to  instruct  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  report  bill  to  repeal  fugitive  slave  law.  236. 

Hughes.  George  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49. 

HuLBURD,  Calvin  T.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Coa- 
gi  ess,  140. 

Humphrey,  James,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  member  of  Committee  of 'J'hirty-three,  53; 
recommendations  of  New  York  city  members  to,  74. 

Hunt,  Washington,  Letter  of  George  N.  Sanders  to,  330; 
proi>osed  resolution  of  at  Democratic  National  Con- 
vi-ntion,  418. 

Hunter,  David,  M.ajor  General,  emancipation  proclamation 
of,  250;  President's  revocation,  251. 

Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
4S;  address  to  people  of  Virginia,  40;  member  of  Com- 
mittee of  Thirteen,  70;  extract  from  speech  at  Char- 
lottesville, 26;  plan  of  adjustment  of,  86-88;  commis- 
siouer  of '•Confederate"  government  in  making  mili- 
tary league  with  Missouri,  11;  colloquy  with  Senator 
Baker,  8S;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 400; 
.Secretary  of  State  in  Provisional  administration,  400; 
Senator  in  First  Congress,  401 ;  Second,  402 ;  notes  at. 
and  repoit  of,  the  Hampton  Roads  Conference, 567, 
56S,  569,  571 ;  president  of  a  war  meeting  in  Richmond, 
572. 

Hunter,  William  W.,  United  States  Navy,  denied  the  use 
of  a  steauitug  in  Baltimore  waters,  393. 

HURLBUT,  S.  A.,  Maior  General,  order  respecting  elections 
ill  Kentucky,  313. 

HuTCHiNS,  John, Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  adjustment  proposition,  65. 

UUTCHiNs,  Wells  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eigiith  Con- 
gress, 140. 

HlER,  Samuel,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 


Illinois,  vote  of,  for  President  in  1860,1;  in  1864,  623; 
members  of  Peace  Conference,  68;  of 'Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48,  49;  of  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  of^hirty-Eighth, 
140 ;  no  "  personal  liberty"  law,  47  ;  proposed  negro 
suffrage,  and  residence  in,  jio^e,  241;  vote  of  legislature 
on  ratifying  the  anti-slavery  amendment,  598. 

Imports,  Mr.  Bingham's  bill  to  provide  for  collection  of 
duties,  78;  Mr.  John  Cochrane's,  with  his  views,  79,  80. 

Inaugural  Addresses,  Abraham  Lincoln's,  105-lOS,  60S. 

Income  Tax,  special  war,  357  ;  Rebel,  370-372, 613,  614. 

Incompatibility  of  civil  and  military  office,  375. 

Indemnity  Act,  passage  of,  183-185;  protest  against  by 
thirty-seven  Representatives,  185  ;  sustained  by  New 
York  Supreme  Court,  185, 186;  like  acts  by  Legislature 
of  Maryland,  396. 

Independence,  rebel  demand  of,  and  terms,  303,  307,  329- 
332,614-618. 

Index  to  the  Constitutions  of  the  United  States  and  the 
"Confederate"  States,  100-103. 

Indiana,  vote  for  President  in  1860,1;  in  1864,  623;  mem- 
bers of  Peace  Conference.  68  ;  Thirtv-Sixth  Congres-i, 
48,49;  Thirty-Seventh,  1-22;  Thirt.y-Eighth,  140;  no 
"  personal  liberty"  law,  47  ;  vote  of  legislature  ou  rati- 
fying the  anti-slavery  amendment,  598. 

Indians,  proposed  enlistment  of,  votes  in  Senate  on,  264. 

Ingersoll,  Ebon  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eightli  Con- 
gress, 141;  .amendment  to  enrollment  act,  '269;  pro- 
position relative  to  peace,  577. 

Inolis,  Joh.v  a.,  remarks  in  South  Carolina  Convention, 
16,  17  ;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 

Insley,  a.  II.,  report  in  Baltimore  Convention,  405. 

Instructions,  general,  of  the  War  Office,  247, 248. 

Insurrection,  boundaries  declared,  150;  bill  to  suppress, 
77,  78;  bill  to  suppress,  and  for  other  purposes,  196, 197. 

Insurrectionary  States,  enlistments  in,  265,  266,  269,  and 
repeal  of,  no^e,  563 ;  elector.al  vote  of,  318-320,577-579; 
resolutions  concerning,  32'2-.j29;  vote  of  representa- 
tives in  Baltimore  Convention,  405. 

Intercourse,  commercial,  with  insurrectionary  States,  pro- 
proclamations  respecting,  149,  150. 
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Interest,  provision  respaeting,  in  national  currency  act, 
363. 

Internal  Revencb,  act  of  1862,  proceedings  on  pasaage, 
361 ;  act  of  1864,  362. 

Inter-State  Commissioners,  names  of,  11. 

Iowa,  vote  of,  for  President  in  1860,1;  in  1864,  623;  mem- 
bers of  Peace  Conference,  68;  Tliirtv-Sixth  Congress, 
48,  49;  Thirty-Seventh,  r.'2;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  per- 
sonal  liberty  law,  has  no,  46. 

Irvine,  Wiuxam,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48. 

IVERSON,  AiFRED,  Senator  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
withdrew,  3;  intermediary  between  Col.  Hayne  and 
President  Buchanan,  32;  sent  telegram  South,  37. 


Jacks,  T.  M.,  Claimant  of  seat  as  Representative  from  Ar- 
kansas, and  refused,  141 :  vote  in  Arkansas  Convention 
on  abolishing  slavery,  332;  report  on  credentials  of, 
586,  587. 
Jackson,  Andrew,  letters  on  nullification,  secession,  and  dis- 
union, 38y,  435. 

Jackson,  Claiborne  F.,  Governor  of  Slissouri,  reply  to 
President's  first  call  for  troops,  115. 

Jackson,  James,  Representative  in  Xhirty-Si.xth  Congress, 
4y ;  withdrew,  3. 

jAOKiON,  James  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  death,  123;  on  compensated  emancipation, 
213-217. 

Jacob,  Richard  J.,  Colonel,  resolution  relative  to  imprison- 
ment of,  and  reply,  600. 

James,  Amaziah  B.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Jamison,  David  ¥.,  Secretary  of  War  of  the  republic  of 
South  Carolina,  2;  despatches  of  throughout  the 
South,  39  ;  vote  on  secession,  399. 

Jemiso.v,  Robert,  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401;  Sec- 
cond,  402. 

Jenckes,  Thomas  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  proposition  relative  to  guerrillas,  561. 

Jenkins,  Alberto.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  address  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  40;  adjust- 
ment proposition  of,  65;  Representative  in  First  Rebel 
Congress,  and  resignation,  -102;  death,  402. 

Johnson,  Andrew,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
in  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  remarks  on  defeat  of  the  Crit- 
tenden compromise,  66;  adjustment  proposition  of,  73; 
resolution  respecting  the  cause  and  objects  of  tho  war, 
286;  nominated  for  Vice-President,  407 ;  iicceptance, 
409;  appointed  as  Military  Governor  of  Tennessee, 
436;  proclamation  for  election  for  presidential  electors. 
436-438;  protest  against,  4;j8— ill;  orders  as  Military 
Governor  respecting  ceitain  clergymen,  542;  popular 
vote  for  Vice  Presidency,  623;  beciime  President  of 
the  United  States,  610. 

Johnson,  Bradley  T.,  Marshal  Kane's  telegram  to,  and  re- 
ply, Jiuti;  392,  393. 

Johnson,  George  W.,  bogtis  Governor  of  Kentucky,  8. 

Johnson,  Herschel  V.,  S<'nator  in  Fii-st  Rebel  Congress, 
401;  Second,  402;  views  on  sequedtration,  200;  Letter 
on  Peace,  4;a,  434. 

Johnson,  James  .M.,  Claimant  of  seat,  and  refused,  as  Rejtre- 
Beutative  from  Arkansas,  141 ;  report  on  credentials, 
586,587. 

Johnson,  Jilson  P.,  Contestant  for  seat  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  votes  on  secession  in  Convention  of  Arkan- 
sas, 399. 

Johnson,  Lieut.  Col.,  Order  respecting  election  in  Ken- 
tucky, 313 ;  oath  prescribed  by,  313. 

Johnson,  Philip,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  resolution  on  enrol- 
ment, 270. 

Johnson,  Reverdt,  Letter  of  John  C.  Le  Grand  to,  9;  mem- 
ber of  Peace  Conference,  68;  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140;  report  against  tho  passage  of  joint  res- 
olution amending  confiscation  act, 203;  amendment  to 
fugitive  slave  law,  237 ;  resolution  on  the  Arguelles 
ca«e,  and  President  Lincoln's  re[>ly,  354,  3.')5;  reply  to 
Chief  Justice  Taney  on  habeas  corpus,  nolf.,  155. 

Johnson,  Robert  \V.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400  ;  Senator  in 
First  Congress,  401;  Second,  402;  views  on  sequestra- 
tion, 205. 

Johnson,  Thomas  B.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400. 

Johnson,  Waldo  P.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  6S; 
Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122;  expulsion  of, 
123 ;  Senator  in  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402 ;  proposi- 
tion of,  for  Constitutional  Convention,  435. 

Johnson,  WiLtjAM,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Johnson,  Wiluam  Cost,  purpose  in  attending  Southern 
caucus  in  1836,390. 

JOHNSio.v  Robert,  Deputy  in  Rebel  ProviBional  Cougrees, 


400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402;  Second, 
402.  ^ 

Johnston,  Wiixiam  F.,  temporary  chairman  of  the  Cleve- 
land Convention,  411. 

Jones,  George  W.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68; 
Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400;  Representap 
five  in  First,  Congress,  402. 

Jones,  Henry  C,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 

Jo.NES,,JOHN  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  sent  telegram  Souiii,37;  withdrew,  3. 

Jones,  R.  M.,  Delegate  from  Choctaw  Nation  in  Second 
Rebel  Congress,  402. 

Jones,  Thomas  M.,  Deputy  In  Rebtl  Provisional  Congress, 
400. 

Jones,  T.  Laurence,  arrest  of,  153;  votes  in  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  396-398. 

Journal  of  Commerce,  New  York,  presented  byGrand  Jury, 
188:  excluded  from  the  mails,  1S8;  report  of  Postmas- 
ter General  Blair  respectinjr,  188-192;  soi/.ure  of  ofBce 
of  by  the  military  authorities,  and  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings, 192-194. 

Judicial  Rulings,  on  indemnity  act,  1S5, 186;  enrollment, 
272-274;  confiscation,  206.  207  ;  on  ''legal  tender" act, 
454,  4.J5;  on  suppression  of  newspapers,  441,  442;  on 
colored  peisonsas  witnesses,  442,443. 

Judicial  Rulings,  (rebel)  upon  conscription,  120;  anti- 
substitute  law,  120;  habldk  corptis,  130;  impressment 
act,  note,  372. 

JUUAN,  George  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  resolutions  for  amend- 
ment or  repeal  of  fugitive  slave  laws,  235,  °236;  home- 
steads for  Soldiers,  284. 

JuNKiN,  Benjamin  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48. 

Justice,  fugitives  from,  bill  respecting,  61.  » 


Ealbfleisch,  Martin,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Coujrress,  140. 

Kane.  George  P.,  Marshal  of  police  of  Baltimore,  letter 
of.  re8[)ecting  safety  of  transit  through  or  sojourn  in 
Baltimore  of  President  Lincoln,  9;  arrest  of,  by  Gen- 
eral Banks,  152;  telegram  to  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  Tiote, 
393;  destroyed  railroad  bridges,  393. 

Kane,  Robert  P.,  Secession  resolution  of,  at  Philadelphia 
iiieeling,  390. 

Kansas,  Rt-presentative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  40; 
members  of  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122;  Thirty- 
Eighth,  Itl;  vote  of  legislature  on  ratifying  the  anti- 
slavery  amendment,  699. 

Kasson,  J  pHn  a..  Representative  in  Thirty- Eighth  Con- 
gress, 119;  projiosition  relative  to  courts-iuartial,  561. 

Keeblk,  F  a.,  Ropiesentativo  in  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402. 

Klim,  Wili.i.v.m  II.,  General,  agency  in  the  arrest  of  John 
.Merry  man,  155. 

Keitt,  Lawrence  M.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 40;  withdrew,  2;  remarks  in  South  Carolina 
Convention,  17  ;  statement  respecting  forts  in  Charles- 
ton harbor,  30;  TihjuiIjs's  telegram  to,  37  ;  vote  on  se- 
cession oi'dinance,  399;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional 
Congress,  2,  1 1,  400  ;  death,  401 ;  expectations  of  north- 
ern Ir.-lp  III  rebellion,  3J0. 

Kellky,  William  D.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  proposition  relative 
to  reconstruction,  5(7. 

Kellooo,  Francis  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49;  Thirty-Seventh,  1^2;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Kellogg,  Oklando,  Representative  in  Thii-ty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Kellogg,  William,  Repi  esentative  In  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  adjustment  proposi- 
tions of,  66,  02,  63 ;  member  of  Committee  of  Tliirty- 
three,  53. 

Kenan,  Augustus  II.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11, 400;  Representitive  in  First  Congress,  401 ;  motion 
to  t;ibl(!  peace  proposition,  306. 

Kenan.  Owen  R.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

Kendall,  Amos,  Opinion  respecting  suppression  of  mail 
matter,  189-191 ;  Keitt's  opinion  of,  390. 

Kenneb,  Duncan  F.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,  400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  401;  Second, 
402. 

Kennedy,  Anthony,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Tliirty-Seveuth,  122;  letter  respecting  the  secession  of 
Maryland,  9. 

Kennedy,  Robert  C,  Court-martial  of,  for  violating  the 
laws  of  war,  552,  653. 

Kbntucky,  vote  ibr  President  in  1860,  1;  in  1864,  623, 
meiiil)ers  of  Pe:iro  Conference,  67;  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gross,  48,  49;  Thirty-Seventh.  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140; 
procP' dings  in  Legislature  and  bogus  Convention,  in 
respect  to  secefesion,  6;  proceedings  in  Congress  respectp 
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ing  arrest  of  citizens,  180;  respecting  dispersion  of 
Convention  in,  181 ;  act  of  Legislature,  aud  veto  of 
Governor  Magoffin,  312,313;  military  orders  respecting 
elections  in,  313-314;  orders  respecting  impressments 
of  property,  315 ;  adjustment  proposition  of  a  "  distin- 
gninhed  citizen"  of,  74;  Judge  Nicholas's  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  255,  256;  men  in  the 
Kebel, army  399;  admission  into  the  "Confederacy," 
401 ;  Deputies  in  the  Rel-el  Provisional  Congress,  401 ; 
Members  of  tlie  First  Congress,  and  the  apportionment 
of  Kentucky,  401;  Second,  402;  vote  of  Legislature  on 
ratifying  the  anti-slavery  amendment,  598. 

Kenton,  William  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48. 

EcRKAN,  Francis,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  substitute  relative  to  unemployed  generals, 
285;  amendiueut  to  loan  bill,  360;  resolution  relative 
to  the  arrest  of  citizens,  560. 

Kerrigan,  James  K.,  Representative  in  Thirty  Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

Kershaw,  J.  B.,  Commissioner  from  South  Carolina  to  Tex- 
as, 11 ;  vote  ou  secession  ordinance,  399. 

Kkssler,  Andrew,  arrest  of,  153. 

KiDu,  Miliox,  arrest  of,  153 

KiLBOUR.v,  E.  G.,  Letter  toGovemorHickg.asking  that  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland  bo  convened,  9;  at  Howard 
county  meeting,  9 ;  votes  of,  396-398. 

KiLQORE,  David,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  adjustment  proposition,  54. 

KiLOORE,  N.,  arrest  of,  153. 

KiLLlMOEii,  Joas  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48 ;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

King,  Au^im  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

KiXG,  IIoRATio,  Postmaster  Osnsral,  28. 

KiSQ,  John  A.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

KlKG,  Preston,  Senator  in  T)iirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  1J2;  resolution  respecting  trial  of  per- 
sons arrested,  179;  amendment  to  contiscation  bill, 
202;  amendment  to  the  "legal  tender,"  358;  in  Balti- 
more Convention,  405, 406 ;  vote  for  Vice  President  in 
Union  National  Convention,  4)7. 

KlNNET,  John  F.,  Delegate  from  Utah,  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, resolution  ou  the  war,  294 ;  declaration  of,  note, 
590. 

KiRKWOOD,  Samuel  J.,  Governor  of  Iowa,  signer  of  Altoona 
address,  233. 

Kitchen,  B.  M.,  Claimant  for  se.it  as  Representative  in 
Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  and  refused,  141. 

Knapp,  Anthony  L.,  Represt-ntaiivo  iu  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  123;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Knox,  Samuel,  . I R.,  Representative  iu  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 141. 

KuNK£L,  Jacob  M.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49. 


LiHAR,  Albert  R.,  Secretary  of  Georgia  Secession  Conven- 
tion, 399 ;  Clerk  of  Rebel  House  of  Representatives, 
Second  Congress,  402. 

Lamar,  G.  B.,  purcli:iseof  Government  arms  in  1860,  35. 

Lamar,  Lucius  Q.  C,  Repiesentativo  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  withdrew,  3;  Beujaniin's  intercepted  des- 
patch to,  relative  to  African  slave  trade,  151. 

Lander.  William,  Representative  iu  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

Landing,  Mr.,  arrest  of,  152. 

Landrum,  John  M.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  telegram  seut  South,  37;  withdrew,  4. 

Lane,  Henry  S.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122; 
Thiity-Eighth,  140. 

Lane,  James  H,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122; 
Thirty-Eiglith,  140;  anieHdmeut  to  the  bill  to  employ 
colored  persons, 275;  amendment  to  the  engineer  bill, 
276;  joint  resolutions  repecting  free  State  of  Arkansas, 
820;  amendment  to  bill  to  admit  West  Virgina,  378; 
amendment  to  enrollment  liill,  563;  to  Electoral  Col- 
lege bill,  578. 

Lane,  Joseph,  Senator   in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48;  ad- 
justment proposition  of,  72. 
4   Lansing,  Willi.am  E.,  Representative  in   Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  substitute  for  Mr.  Lovejoy's  resolution 
respecting  General  Hal  leek's  order  No.  3,  254. 

Larrabee,  Charles  U.,  Rtpresentative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49;  adjustment  propo.-.ition,  54. 

Latham,  Milton  S.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  42; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  declaration  for  the  Union,  41; 
remarks  ujjon  the  defeat  of  the  Crittenden  proposition 
of  adjustment,  67 ;  upon  Peace  Couterence  proposition, 
70. 

Law,  John.  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
i;2;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Laws.  James  M.  Mason's  resolition  to  suspend  certain,  in 
the  seceded  States,  86. 


Lawyers,  Oath  of  allegiance  required/rom,  602. 

Laze.ar,  Jesse,  Representative  iu  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty- Eighth,  140;  resolution  for  suspend- 
ing hostilities,  300. 

Leach,  DeWitt  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49. 

Leach,  James  M.,  Representative  in  Thirty -Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402; 
resolutions  on  habeas  corpus,  618. 

Leach,  J.  T.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402; 
peace  propositions,  306,  457,  615. 

League,  between  Tennessee  and  insurrectionary  States,  5; 
Virginia  and  same  8 ;  Missouri  aud  same,  11. 

Leake,  Shelton  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  address  to  people  of  Virginia,  40;  adjust- 
ment proposition,  55 ;  remark  ou  that  of  Peace  Con- 
ference, 70. 

Leart,  Corneuus  L.  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty- Seventh 
Congress,  122 ;  on  select  committee  on  compensated 
emancipation,  213;  views  on,  213-217. 

Leavitt,  Humphrey  H.,  refusal  to  issue  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pusia  Vallandigham  case,  162;  latter's  opinion  of,  176. 

Le  Blond,  Francis  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140 ;  amendment  to  enrollment,  proposing 
an  armistice,  300;  proposition  to  repeal /ui&eas  corpus 
act,  562. 

Lee,  M.  LiNDLEY,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48. 

Lee,  Robert  E.,  General,  letter  of,  aud  General  Grant's 
reply,  on  prisoners  of  war,  4-44;  on  military  convention, 
572,  67-J;  on  negro  soldiers,  note,  611. 

Lee,  Stephen  D.,  aide  to  Beauregard,  113. 

LEG.AL  tenders,  proceedings  creating,  357-359;  Judge  Grier'i 
opinion  on,  454,455;  other  judges,  455. 

LeGra.nd,  John  C,  letter  on  secession,  9. 

Lehman,  William  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  ou  select  committee  on  compensated 
emancipation,  213. 

Leilyett,  John,  one  of  the  Tennessee  protesters,  438-441. 

Leonard,  Justick,  opinion  on  indemnity  act,  185, 186. 

Lester,  George  N.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Letcher,  John,  Governor  of  Virginia,  on  resolutions  of 
New  York,  6;  of  Ohio,  6;  purciiaseof  arms  prior  to  se- 
cession, 30;  designs  ou  Fortress  Monroe,  2S;  reply  to 
President's  call  for  troops,  114;  ou  reconstruction, 330; 
sent  muskets  to  Baltimore  Pvilice  Commissioners,  and 
controversy  coucerning,  393,  394. 

Letters  of  marquo  authorized,  377  ;  by  rebels,  117. 

Lewis,  Da.mel  W.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401. 

Ij:wis,  David  P.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,400;  retired.  400. 

Lewis,  John  W.,  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401;  su- 
perseded, 40 . . 

Liberia,  bill  to  recognize,  239;  President  Lincoln's  recom- 
mendatiou  of,  130;  loan  of  gunboat  to, 593. 

Lieber,  Francis,  LL.  D.,  Professor,  let'^r  to  Senator  Mor- 
gan respecting  further  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, noi?,  691,  5'J2. 

Lieutenant  Genkral,  grade  revived,  116;  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
appointed,  116. 

Lincoln,  Abraham,  Election  of,  as  President  in  1860, 1 ;  in 
1864,  and  his  estimate  of  the  Vote,  623,  558;  discussion 
of  his  first  election  in  South  Carolina  Convention,  17; 
opinion  on  a  compromise,  67. 
Administration  of— his  Inausrural  Addresses,  105-108, 
608;  hisC'abinet,  with  thochanges  therein,108,  610;  his 
reply  to  the  Virginia  delegates  iu  1861, 112;  his  acts 
legalized  aud  ratified,  115,  150,  aud  proposed  censure 
of,  386. 
Correspondence  of— with  General  Fremont,  246,  247; 
with  Fernando  Wood,  296,  297;  with  Governor  Brad- 
ford, 309,  310 ;  the  Ni;igara  Falls,  301-303;  Ohio  and 
New  York  Democrats,  167-175;  with  Lieut.  Gen.  Grant, 
425. 
Interviews  of— with  committee  of  Allegheny  City  Con- 
vention, 259;  some  Border-State  Representatives, 210, 
211,  and  subsequent  appeal  to,  and  replies  from,  213- 
220 ;  deputation  of  colored  persons  on  colonisation, 
374,375;  with  Judge  Joliu  T.  MiHs,  424. 
Letters  of— to  Horace  Greeley,  334;  the  Illinois  Mass 
Convention,  335,  336;  jVorfli  Aimrican  Review,  and  re- 
ply, 336;  Colonel  A.G.  Hodges,  of  Kentucky,  3:36;  the 
Grant  meeting  in  New  York,  336,  337;  of  acceptance 
as  candidate  for  re-election,  408  ;  on  Constitutional 
Convention  in  Louisiana,  321 ;  to  General  Steele  and 
W.  M.  Fishbaik,  on  Arkansas  321,  322,  on  Free  Con- 
stitution of  Maryland,  424;  to  Tennessee  protesters 
against  Governor  Johnson's  proclamation,  425 :  to  Rev. 
John  Ilogan.  ro'fi.  6-'2;  to  General  Curtis  and  0.  D. 
Filley  iu  tlie  -McPheeters  case,  b'.'A,  537  ;  to  Mrs.  Eliza 
P.  Gurney,  eii5;  to  Deacon  John  Phillips.  606;  to 
Mrs.  Bixby,  600;  to  the  New  England  Society,  606; 
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to  a  Soldiers' Fair,  606;  on  Affairs  in  Missouri,  606; 
on  employing  rlisabler]  soldiers,  606. 
Messages  of— first.  12.3-T29;  first  Annual.  1-29-136;  .second 
Annnal.  1.3t>-140,  220-229;  third  Annual,  U0-U7: 
fourth  Annual,  555-558;  in  General  Stone's  case.  180: 
on  emancipation  bill  in  District  of  Columl)ia.  212  21;!; 
on  compensated  emancipation,  209;  on  repeal  of  the 
commutation  clause,  note,  203;  explanatory  of  Gc;vern- 
ment  purchitses  in  May.  1861,  33-3.  334;  respecting 
monarchical  intrigues  in  Central  and  South  America, 
S43;  on  the  French-Mexican  question.  349;  on  the  Ar- 
guelles  case,  354,355;  vetoinj^  bill  concerning  small 
notes,  358;  on  financial  legislation,  362;  confiscation, 
197,  198;  transmitting  Hampton  Roads  Cuufereuce, 
566-569;  on  Electoral  College  bill,  579. 
Oeders  of,  on  habeas  corpus,  177  ;  State  prisoners,  1.54;  in 
Tallandiuham's  case,  162;  on  seizing  supplies,  252 ; 
rescinding  Fremont's  proclamation,  247 ;  to  General 
Schofield,  253;  for  the  protection  of  colored  soldiers, 
280;  on  contrabands  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  24'-*; 
annulling  General  Wallace's  confiscation  "rders  at  Bal- 
timore, 207;  explanatory  order  respecting  cliurclies  in 
insurrectionary  States  522;  in  C  Uugau's /iu6' (is  cor/JMs 
case,  562. 
Procl.\m.vtions  and  Calls — for  75.000  troops,  and  answers 
of  Governors,  114,115;  .all  other  calls,  115.270,604; 
the  several  dratts  ordered.  115,  270,  C04 ;  proilamations 
of  blockade,  149;  warning  to  blockade-runners,  004; 
closing  certai.i  ports,  605;  warning  to  niaritiiuo  na- 
tions, 605;  concerning  Key  West,  605;  on  commercial 
intercourse,  149;  declaring  the  boundaries  of  the  insur- 
rection, 150;  of  amnesty,  147, 148;  pardon  to  deserters, 
604;  on  suspension  of /mieng  cot-pu-;  177,  178;  under 
confiscation  act,  208;  rescinding  General  Unnter'.s, 
251;  respecting  reconstniction  bill,  318,  319;  on  eman- 
cipation, 227,  228;  admission  of  West  A'irginia,  378; 
respecting  aliens,  272;  for  the  arrest  of  raiders,  604; 
Observance  of  the  S,abbath.  605. 
Remarks  of — at  Union  meeting  August,  1862.  334;  at 
aserenade,  July,  1863,334,  335;  at  Philadelphia  Fair, 
337 ;  at  Baltimore,  280,  281 ;  on  renominatioii  lor  Pren- 
ident,  407,  4u8;  to  14Sth  and  164th  Ohio  regiments, 
423;  to  Marylanders,  424;  to  colored  persims  present- 
ing a  Bible,  424;  to  189th  New  York,  425;  in  consecra- 
tion of  the  National  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  606;  to  a 
committee  of  New  York  Workingmon's  Kepulilican 
Association,  600;  to  a  club  of  Pennsylvanians,  007 ;  to 
sundry  p>litical  clubs,  607;  to  a  Maryland  committee, 
607 ;  on  tho  adoption  of  the  anti-slavery  Amendment, 
60S;  on  being  notified  of  re-election,  008;  on  the  slaves 
fighting  for  rebels,  608;  on  victory  and  reconstruction, 
(his  last  speech,)  609. 
Replies  of — to  committee  of  New  School  Presbyterians 
inl8'i3,  471;  to  committee  of  Lutheran  Church,  479;  to 
resolutions  of  Vermont  Congrcgationalists,  481;  of 
Congregational  Welsh  Association  of  Pennsylvania, 
4S1;  to  pastoral  letter  of  Bishops  of  Protest  tut  Kpis 
Copal  Church,  493  ;  to  resolutions  of  East  Baltimore 
Methodist  Episcopal  Conference  of  1802,  496;  to  ad- 
dress of  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference  of  1S64,  49S. 

Ll^tcoLS,  Abraham,  assassination  of,  610. 

Uttlwohn,  DeWitt  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140. 

LoAS,  Be.vjamin  i\,  Reprc«entativo  in  "rhirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

L0A^8.  acts  authorizing  the  various,  condensed.  S56,  357, 
601 ;  Secretary  Chase's  letter  respecting  redemption  ol 
iu  gold,  tiote,  367. 

LocHRANE,  Judge,  of  Georgia,  opinion  on  tho  anti-substi- 
tute law,  120. 

LoGAX,  George  W.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Logan,  Joun  A..  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  resigned,  123. 

Logan,  Stephen  T.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

London  Tintfx,  comment  of,  respecting  a  reception  to 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  342,  343. 

Long,  Alexanper,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  resolution  for  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  negotiate  a  peace,  300;  resolution  to  expel  and 
censure,  387,  3s8;  proposed  resolution  of,  at  Deini)- 
cratic  National  Convention,  418. 

Lononecker,  Henry  C.,  Representiitive  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  48. 

Lonoyear,  John  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Loomis,  Andrew  W.,  Member  of  Peace  Conferen  -e.  68. 

LooMls,  UwiOHT,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh.  122. 

Lord,  Daniel.  Secretary  Seward's  letter  to,  respecting  ar- 
ii-st  of  Algernon  .S.  Sullivan,  133. 

Locis,  L  M  ,  Senator  in  Svioud  Rebel  Congress,  402  ;  suc- 
cecded  l.y  .Mr.  Vest,  Oil. 

LoUlJlANA,  vote  ut  for  President  iu   1S60, 1 ;  muukberd  of 


Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48,  49;  Thirty-Seventh,  123; 
claimants  in  Thir'iy-Eiglith,  141,  581,  588;  Free  State 
goverumnent  organized,  321 ;  letter  of  President  Lin- 
coln respecting  constitutional  Convention,  321,  322; 
votes  on  abolition  of  slavery,  and  on  proposed  com- 
pensated emai  cipation,  332;  reconstruction  movement 
in,  435,  4j6;  propositions  and  reports  in  Congress  upon 
recognizrug  the  Free  State  goveinment,  and  receiving 
Senators  and  Representatives,  577-586;  vote  of  Legis- 
lature on  ratifying  the  anti-slavery  Amendment,  598. 
In  Rebellion — Deputiesin  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,  40>);  members  of  First  Congress,  401;  of  Second, 
402;  secession  niovejneut  in  Convention  and  Legisla- 
ture of.  3  ;  votes  on  ordinance  of  secession  and  kindred 
propositions,  on  sulnuitling  it  and  the  Rebel  Constittj- 
tioii  to  popular  vote,  and  general  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  with  tho  officers  thereof,  588-590;  ratified 
rebel  Constitution,  4;  seizures  and  surrenders  of  public 
property  by,  28,  589,  590,  and  acknowledgment  by 
Rebel  Congress,  note,  4. 

Love,  Petlr  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  withdrew,  3;  member  of  Commitleo  of  Thirty- 
three,  53;  report  of.  58. 

LovEJdv,  Owen,  RepreseuUitive  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  death, 
141;  letter  respecting  President  Lincoln  and  his  Ad- 
ministration, 2-53;  resolution  respecting  the  capture 
and  return  of  fug. live  slaves,  238  ;  resolution  calling 
for  a  revocation  of  General  Ualleck's  order.  No.  3,  and 
vi>te,  253,  254;  pioposition  to  prohibit  slavery  iu  the 
Territories,  254;  his  substitute  and  vote,  254;  motion 
to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  plac« 
all  soldiers  on  same  footing,  without  regard  to  color, 
279;  resolution  of  thanks  to  Captain  Wilkes  for  his  ac- 
tion in  arresting  Messrs.  Ma«on  and  Slidell,  343. 

Low,  Frederick  F.,  Governor  of  California,  Representative 
iu  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  388. 

Lowe,  Enoch  Louis,  proposed  member  of  board  of  public 
safety  of  Maryland,  9. 

Lowell,  Colonel,  raid  of,  119. 

Lowrie,  Walter  11.,  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania,  deci- 
sion on  enrollment  act,  273,  274. 

Lumpkin,  J.  T.,  Representative  iu  Second  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

Lutuerax  General  Synod,  declarations  in  1862  and  1864, 
478—480 ;  address  of  committee  to  President  Lincoln, 
and  his  reply,  479. 

Lynch,  Dr.,  arrest  of,  152. 

LvoN,  Francis  S.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401 ;  Second,  402. 

Lyons,  James,  Represcmtative  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  402. 

i.YONS,  Lord,  Earl  Rus.sel's  letter  to,  respecting  rebel  ap- 
peal for  recognition,  27;  to  Earl  Russell  respecting 
foreign  mediation,  giving  views  of  Now  York  Demo- 
crats 347,348;  Secretary  Seward's  letter  to,  on  the 
Trent  aft'air,  338-342 ;  Earl  Russel's  to,  on  the  Trent 
ullair,  342. 

M 

Macfarland,  William  H.,  vote  on  secession  ordinance  in 
Virginia  Convention,  mile,  1 ;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provis- 
ional C6ngress,  400. 

Machen,  Willie  B.,  member  of  bogus  legislative  council 
of  Kentucky,  8  ;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401 ;  Second,  402. 

.Maclay.  Willum,  Senator  in  First  Congress,  389 ;  extract 
from  his  journal  containing  first  record  of  disunion 
threat,  389. 

Maclay,  WiLLiA.M  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  adjustment  proposition,  74. 

Macwilue,  M.  U.,  Delegate  from  Arizona  in  Second  Rebel 
Congress,  402. 

Magofi-in.  B.,  Governor  of  Kentucky,  reply  to  President's 
first  call,  114;  bill  passed  over  veto,  312,  313;  declines 
tender  of  Indiana  troops,  8;  neutrality  proclamation, 
8;  veto  of  resolution  ordering  rebel  troops  from  the 
soil  of  Kentucky,  8. 

MaOKath,  .\.  G.,  resigned  as  United  States  judge,  2  ;  np- 
poiuteu  Secretary  of  Statu  for  tho  republic  of  South 
Carolina,  2;  decision  on  Keipiestratiou,  206;  vote  on 
secession  ordinance,  399. 

Maukudek,  .1.  Bankhe.ab,  General,  proclamation  of,  283. 

Mails  of  the  United  States,  to  remove  disqualification 
ofcoliir  in  carrying,  239,240,593;  opinions  of  Post- 
unisters  General  Kvudall,  Campbell,  Holt,  and  Ulair, 
and  Attorney  General  Cushing  on  Ireedom  of  the, 
l8S-ly2  ;  Calhoun's  hill  of  1835,  respecting,  191. 

M.U.NE,  vote  for  Pr.sident  in  1800.1;  in  1864.  623;  members 
of  P.ace  Conf  r.rice,  67;  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  121;  Thirty-Eighth,  140, 559;"  pei-80n.ll 
lihct  ly  "  l.iw,  44-47  ;  vote  of  Legislature  on  ratilying 
the  anti-slavery  anie;iilmi-nt,  69.'». 

^IalluKV,  Roi>Er.T,Repre8cuUktiveiu  Thirty -Sixth  Congress, 
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49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eiihth,  140  ;  at  Bor- 
der Sta^e  interview  with  the  President,  "211 ;  views  on 
compensated  emancipation,  213-217  ;  araeudnient  re- 
lating to  colored  persons  as  witnesses,  2i3;  to  Colora- 
do bill,  255 ;  resolution  relative  to  Cols.  Jacob  and 
Wolford,  560. 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48 ; 
withdrew,  3;  intermediary  between  Col.  Ilayne  and 
President  Buchanan,  32;  Secretary  of  Navy  in  Rebel 
Provisional  administration,  12,  400:  in  permauent  ad- 
ministration, 401 ;  member  of  committee  of  secret  Dis- 
union Caucus,  392. 

Manifesto  of  Southern  Members  of  Congress,  .37. 

MiNLET,  Judge,  of  North  Carolina,  opinion  on  habeas  cor- 
pus, 130 

Man.v,  a.  DncLET,  Rebel  Commissioner  to  England,  letter 
of  to  Earl  Russell,  27  ;  reported  conversation  with 
Earl  Russell,  27. 

Mann,  Wm.  D.,  report  upon  credentials  of  as  representative, 
586. 

Manning,  J.  L.,  Commissioner  from  South  Carolina  to  Loui- 
siana, 11;  received  by  conventiou,  4;  vote  on  seces- 
sion ordinance,  .399. 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F.,  Brigadier  General,  order  of,  con- 
cerning fugitive  slaves,  246. 

Marcy,  Daniel,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

Marcy,  William  L.,  Opinion  on  citizenship  of  colored  per- 
S'jus,  note.,  3S2. 

MAEQUf ,  letters  of,  bill  to  authorize,  377 ;  rebel  legislation, 
117. 

Marshall,  Henry,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,  400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  401. 

Marshall,  IIcmphrey,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel 
Cuugress.  402. 

Marston,  Oilman,  Representative  in  Thirty-Si.xth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

Martial  law.  Proclamations  of,  by  Jefferson  Davis,  121. 

Martin,  Charles  D.,  Represeut.itive  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49. 

Martin,  Egbert  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  address  to  the  people  of  Tirgiuia.  40. 

Martin,  Thomas,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Marvin,  Ja.mes  M.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Maryland,  vote  for  President  in  1860,  1;  in  1^^64,623; 
members  of  Peace  Conference,  07  ;  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140; 
secession  movement  in,  9;  State  Conference  Conven- 
tion, 9;  Howard  County  meeting  and  resolutions,  9; 
Legislature  on  secession  and  recognition,  9,  397  ;  iiro- 
ceeiUngs  of  Legislatui'e,  396-.398;  arrest  of  members, 
152,163;  orders  for,  and  report  on,  153;  emauciiiation 
in,  200-211,  226,  227  ;  law  and  military  orders  respect- 
ing elections,  308-311;  Governor  Bradford's  proclama- 
tion, 300,  310;  soldiers  in  the  rebel  army,  390 ;  vote  on 
Free  Constitution  of,  460;  provision  respecting  allegi- 
ance of  the  citizen,  460;  vote  of  Legislature  on  ratify- 
ing the  anti-slavery  Amendment,  597. 

Mason,  Charles,  Statemeiit  relative  to  the  Tennessee  pro- 
test, 440. 

Mason,  James  M.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
address  of,  to  people  of  Virginia,  40  ;  on  voting  on  se- 
cession ordinance  in  Virginia,  7  ;  resolution  on  suspend- 
ing certain  laws  in  the  insurrectionary  States,  80  ;  cor- 
respondence respecting  surrender  of,  to  Great  Britain, 
338-342;  comment  of  tlie  London  Times  on,  .342,343; 
Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400 ;  retired, 
401;  expected  in  Ealtiiuipre  during  "  reign  of  terror," 
393;  Benjamin's  despatch  to,  on  Peace,  455. 

Mason,  Mr.,  arrest  of,  153. 

Massachusetts,  vote  of,  for  President  in  1860,1;  in  1^64, 
623;  members  of  Peace  Conference,  67  ;  Tliirty-.Sixth 
Congress,  48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth, 
-  140;  "personal  liberty"  laws  of,  44,  45-47  ;  vote  of 
legislattire  on  ratifying  the  anti-slavery  amendment, 
595,  .596. 

Matthews,  JosEPti  W.,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi  to 
Alabama,  11. 

Maury,  M.  F.,  recently  discovered  letters  of,  390. 

Maxwell,  Augustus  E.,  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401 ;  Second,  402. 

May,  Henry.  Representative  in  Thirty-Seveutli  Congress, 
122;  arrest  of,  152;  resolution  respecting  arrest  of 
Baltimore  Police  Commissioners,  179 ;  respecting  re- 
fusing counsel  to  prisoners  in  Fort  Warren,  ISl ;  re- 
specting interl'erence  of  Major  General  Schenck  with 
freedom  of  religious  worship,  182,  524;  peace  resolu- 
tions, 295,  L'96. 

Maynard,  Horace,  Representative  in   Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty  Seventh,  122;  substitu  e  of  tor  con- 
fiscation bill,  198,  199;  reply  to  tne  President's  appeal 
to  th?  Border  States,  218. 
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McAllister,  Archibald,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140. 

McB.;iDE.  John  R.,  Representative  in  Thirtj'-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 141. 

McCallum,  James,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress. 402. 

McCleary.  David  W.,  Resolutions  in  Legislature  of  Mary- 
laud,  3)7. 

McC:ellan,  George  B.,  Major  General,  President  Lincoln's 
allusion  in  Message  to  appointment  of,  as  general-in- 
chief,  135  ;  order  to  General  Bante  for  the  arrest  ol 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  153 ;  order 
resfiecting  President's  emancipation  proclamation,  nole, 
227  ;  iiroclamation  of,  in  Western  Virginia,  244;  order 
promulgating  and  enforcing  the  President's  order  re- 
specting seizure  of  supplies,  252;  orderof  chief  of  stafi 
of,  re.specting  election  of  1861  in  Maryland,  308,  309; 
urged  a  draft  in  1861,  274  ;  letter  on  political  adminis- 
tration, 385,  .386;  letter  in  favor  of  election  of  George 
AV.  Woodward  asGovernor  of  Pennsylvania,  386;  nomi- 
nation of  for  President  at  the  Democratic  National 
Convention,  4"20;  letters  of  notification  and  acceptance, 
420,  421 ;  accepting  membership  in  the  McClellan  Le- 
gion, 421. 

McClernant^,  John  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  Thirtj'-Seventh,  122 ;  resignation,  123 ;  ad- 
justment proposition,  .54;  member  of  Border  State 
•    Committee,  73  ;  resolution  on  the  war,  291. 

McCluiig,  Joseph  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140. 

McCuBBiN,  Mr.,aiTest  of,  153. 

McCurdy,  Charles  J.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

McDougall,  James  A.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122;  Tliirty-Eighth,  140;  resolutions  on  General 
Stone's  arrest,  179,  180;  on  monarchical  goverHmenta 
in  Central  and  South  America,  353,  and  French  occu- 
pation ill  Mexico,  348,  349;  amendment  to  enrollment 
bill  to  ab(jlish  substitution,  264, 

McDowell,  Irvin,  Major  General,  order  to  protect  property 
in  Virginia,  251. 

McDowell,  James  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140;  resolution  on  arrests  and  /iafieas  cor. 
pus,  183. 

McDowell,  J.  L.,  Letter  of  Attorney  General  Bates  to,  re. 
specting  fugitive  slave  law,  nnte,  235. 

McDowell,  Thomas  D.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con. 
gress,  400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402. 

McIndoe,  Walter  D.,  Representative  iu  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  123 ;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

McKaig,  Thomas  J.,  Commissioner  from  Legislature  of  Ma- 
ryland to  Jefferson  Davis,  and  report,  9, 10;  votes  in 
Senate  of  Maryland,  396-398. 

McKean,  James  B.,  Ri;presentative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress,  48  ;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  resolution  on  compen- 
sated emancipation,  209. 

McKee,  R.,  Secretary  of  Russellville  (Kentucky)  Con- 
gress, 8. 

McKennan,  William,  Member  of  Peace  Congress,  68. 

McKenty,  Jacob  K.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48. 

McKiNNEY,  JohnF.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

McliiNNEY,  Robert  J.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

McKnight,  Robert,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con. 
gress,  4'^;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  agency  in  preventing 
the  removal  of  heavy  guns  from  Allegheny  Arsenal, 
note,  35. 

McLane,  Robert  M.,  Commissioner  from  Legislature  ot 
Maryland  to  Jelferson  Davis,  and  report,  9;  Senator 
Mason's  desire  to  see,  393. 

McLean,  J.  B.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

McLean,  John,  Justice,  President  Lincoln's  allusion  to 
death  of,  131. 

McMahon,  John  T.  L.,  proposed  Member  of  Board  of  Pub- 
lic safety  in  Maryland,  9. 

McMillan,  James  P.,  Rev.,  protest  of,  in  Louisville  Pres- 
bytery, 522. 

McMullen,  Fayette,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  resolution  on  peace,  615. 

McPheeieks,  Sajiuel  B.,  Rev.  Dr.,  orders  and  correspond- 
euce  respecting,  533-637  ;  proposed  action  concerning 
iuNew  York  Synoil,  466,  467. 

McPherson,  Edward,  Representative  in  Thirty  Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48  ;  Thirty-Seventh,  122 ;  clerk  of  House.  Thirty- 
Eighth  Congi-ess,  140. 

McQuEtN,  John,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49 ;  withdrew,  2  ;  statement  respecting  forts  in 
Charleston  harbor,  30  ;  Representative  iu  First  Rebel 
Congress,  402. 

McRae,  Colin  J.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11.  400:  appointed  brig.»Jier,  and  cotiou  loan  agent  at 
P.iris,400. 
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McRae,  John  J^  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  withdrew,  3 ;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401. 
Mediation,  345-348 — see  "  Foreign  Mediation." 
ftlEMMiNGER,  Chari.es  G.,  vote  on  secession  ordinance.  399; 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the   republic   of  South 
Carolina,  2;  report  in  South  Carolina  Convention,  15, 
16;  remarks  of,  17,  18 ;  Deputy  in   Rebel  Provisional 
Congress,  11,  400;  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  the 
Provisional  Administration,  400,  under  the  Permanent 
and  resignation,  401;  political  history  of,  401. 
Melees,  Thomas,  Representative  in   First  Rebel  Congress, 

402;  Second,  402. 
Menonites,  action  of,  on  the  state  of  the  country,  603,604. 
Menziis,  John  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  at  intervie\¥  of  Border-State  Representa- 
tives and  President  Lincoln,  211 ;  views  on  compensa- 
ted emancipation,  213-217. 
MEEfiER,  M.,  Li'tterof  French  Jlinister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

to,  respecting  mediation,  345. 
Mercury,  Vharltsion,  on   Border  State  Embassies,  3;    on 
Peace  Conference,  41 ;  telegram  in,  respecting  the  dis- 
union conspiracy,  391.  392. 
Mercury,  Mobile,  on  the  "do  nothing"  policy,  112. 
Meeeditm,  S.  a.,  Colonel,  General  McDowells  order  to,  251. 
Meredith,  William  M.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 
Merryman,  John,  arrest  of,  154;  proceedings  in  case,  in- 
cluding Cliitf  Justice  Taney's  opinion,  154-158. 
Metropolitan  Itecord,  excludeil  frt)ni  Department  of  Mis- 
souri, 192;  Archbishop  Purcell  upon,  503. 
Messages,  last  annual,  ol'President  Buchanan, 49,  50;  Pres- 
ident Lin(-oln"s  tirst,  123-129;  first  annual,  129-130;  se- 
cond, 130-140,  220-229;  third,  141-147  ;  fourth,  555-558; 
in  General  Stone'scase,  180  ;  on  confiscation  197,  198; 
compensated  emancipation,  209;  on  District  of  Colum- 
bia bill,  212,213;  on  enrollment  act,  no?e,  203;  on  early 
proceedings  to  save  the  Capital,  333,  334;  vetoing  bill 
authorizing   small    notes,   359;    relative   to  national 
banking  system,  note,  302;  on  monarchical  intrigues 
in  Central  and  South  America,  343;  the  French  Mex- 
ican question,  349;  the  Arguelles  citso,  354,  355;  trans- 
mitting Hampton  Roads  Conference,  566-5G9;  on  Elec- 
toral College  bill,  579;  JetT.  Davis's,  610,612,616,618. 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  General  Conference  of  1860, 
494-496;   of  1804,  497-499  ;  Baltimore  Conference  of 
1861,496;  protest  of  members  of,  496;  Western  Virgi- 
nia Conference  of  1861,400;    President  Lincoln's  re- 
sponse to  resolutions  of  E;ist  Baltimore  Conference  of 
1862,  496.  In  Insourectionarv  States,  facts  respecting, 
516;  orders  of  President  Lincoln  and  Secretary  Stanton 
for  occupancy  of  churches,  521-523;  Rev.  Dr.  J.  P.New- 
man's   address   at  New  Orleans,   523,  524 ;  action  of 
Uolston  Conference,  546. 
Methodist  Protestant  Chuuch,  General  Convention  of 
1862,  499, 500  ;  action  of  Maryland  Annual  Conference, 
West  Virginia  Conference,  audMiuth  Street  Church  in 
Wiishington  city,  499,  500. 
Mexico,  the  French  occupation  of,  proceedings  of  Govern- 
ment, 348-354;  Mr.  McDougall's  resolution  respecting, 
348,  349;  resolution  of  the  House,  and  subsecjuent  pro- 
ceedings, 349-354;  Mr.  Murray's  resolution  respecting, 
in  Rebel  Congress,  617. 
Michigan,  vote  for  President  in  1860,  1 ;  in  1864,623;  mem- 
bers of  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48,  49 ;   Thirty-Seventh, 
122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  personal  liberty  law,  46,  47; 
not  represented  in  Peace  Conlereuce,  69;  vote  of  legis- 
lature on  ratifying  the  anti-slavery  amendment,  599. 
Middleton,  George,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 
MiDDLETON,  Mr.,  remarks  in  South  Carolina  Convention,  17  ; 

vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 
Miles,  District    Attorney,  Charleston,  on   sequestration, 

206. 
Miles,  William  Porcher,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49;    withdrew,  2;    Deputy  in  Rebel  Provis- 
ional Congress,  11,  400;  Representiitive  in  First  Con- 
gress, 402;  Second,  402;  vote  on  secession  ordinance, 
399;    statement  respecting  forts  in  Charleston  harbor, 
32;  declaration   respecting  secession,  53  ;  on   Beaure- 
gard's staff,  401. 
Military  Arrests,  General  Augur's  order  respecting,  87. 
Military   AUTnoRiriEs,  The,  and  the  Churches,  521-543. 
MiLiTAUY  Courts,  orders  respecting,  154, 177  ;  propositiou  to 

limit  the  .jurisdiction  of.  561,  502,  563. 
Military  Governors,  letter  of  appointment,  179;  power  to 

suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  carpus,  179. 
Military  Interference  with  elections,  bill  to  prevent,  315, 

316,  566. 
Military  Legislation,  summary  of  our,  115-117,  563-566. 
MluiARY  Legislation,  summary  of  rebel,  117-121,  611-613, 

619. 
MiLinRV  Orders  respecting  elections,  C0S-31C,  445. 
Militia,  liill  to  reoigani/.e.  in  District  of  Columbia,  77  ;  Da- 
vis's opinion  of  militia  ot  the  States,  37. 


MiLLrR.  H.  n..  Commissioner  from  Mississippi  to  Texas,  11. 
Miller,   Samuel  A.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402 ;  Second,  402. 
Miller,  Samuel  1'.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 
Miller,  William  II.,  Representatire  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 
MiLLiGAN,  Samuel,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 
Mills,  Bernard,  arrest  of,  1.53;  motions  and  votes  in  Mary- 
land Legislature,  396-398. 
Mills,  John  T.,  interview  with  President  Lincoln,  424. 
MiLLSON,  John  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  member  of  Committee  of  Thirty-three,   53;    ex- 
tract of  letter  to  James  Barbour,  39. 
Millward,  William,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48 :  damages  against,  for  seizing  the  West  Ches- 
ter Jeffersonian,  441,  442. 
Minnesota,  vote  for  President  in  1860, 1;  in  1864,6:3;  mem- 
bers of  Peace  Conference,  69 ;  Thirtv-Six th  Congress,  48, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  vote   of 
legislature  on  ratify  ingtheanti-sla  very  amendment,  599. 
Mississippi,  vote    for   President    in  1860,  1;   members  of 
Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48, 49  ;  Deputies  in  Rebel  Provia- 
onal  Congress,  ll,  400;  memVters   of  First  Congress, 
401,  402;  Second,  402;  secession  movemon|  in, 3;  inter- 
state commissioners,  11;  legislature  on  habeas  corpta 
biH,  399;  men  in  theariny,  399. 
MissoL-Ri,  vote  for  President  in  1860, 1 ;  in  1S64,  623 ;  mem- 
bers of  Peace  Conference,  67;  Thirty-Sixtli  Congress,  48, 
49:  Thirty-Seventh,   122;    Thirty-Eighth,  140;  Depu- 
uties  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11,400;  Members 
of  First  Congress,  401,  402;  Second,  402,  611 ;  secession 
movement  in,  10,  11 ;  seizures  and  surrenders  of  Uni- 
ted States  property,  28;  ordinance   of  convention  re- 
specting elections,   314;    military  ordejs  respecting 
elections  in,   314,   315,  445;    proposed    compensated 
emancipation,  ■224-2"26;  men  in  the  rebel   army,  399; 
admission  into  the  "Confederacy,"  400;  vote  on  abol- 
ishing slavery  in,  332;  vote  of  It  gislature  on  ratifying 
the  anti-slavery  amendment,  599;  postponement  of  elec- 
tion for  Rebel  Congressmen,  611. 
Mitchel,  Charles  B.,  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 401 ; 

in  Second, and  death,  402. 
JIiTCHEix,  Walter,  proposed  mopiber  of  board  of  publio 

safety  in  Maryland,  9. 
Mitchell.    William,  Representative   in    Thirty-Seventh 

Congress,  122. 
Monarchical  intrigues  in  Central  and  South  America,  ac- 
tion on,  343. 
Montague,  Robert  L.,  report  in  Virginia  convention,  6; 
vote  on  secession  ordinance,  note,  7 ;  Representative  in 
Second  Rebel  Congress,  402. 
Montana  Territory,  Bill  to  organize, 240, 241 ;  proposed  n»- 

gro  suffrage  in,  240;  prohibition  of  slaverv,  254,  255. 
Montgomery,   Wiluam,    Representative    in  Thirty-Sixth 

Ccm^ress,  48. 
MoORE,  James  W.,  Member  of  bogus  Legislative  Council  of 
Kcniucky,  8;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401 :  Second,  402. 
Moore,  Laban  T.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth Congresa, 

49. 
MooRE,  S.  McD.,  vote  on  seces.sion  ordinance,  note,  1 ;  com- 
missioner of  Virginia  in  making  military  league,  8. 
Moore,   Sydi.nham,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  telegram  south,  37  ;  withdrew,  4. 
MooRHKAD,  J  \Mf.s  K.,  Representative  in   Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Seventh,   122;    Thirty-Eighth,  140; 
agency  in  preventing  the  removal  of  heavy  guns  from 
Allegheny  Arsenal,  note,  35;  resolution  on  ineligibility 
tooliice,  376. 
Moravian  Church,  action  of,  on  state  of  the  country,  483. 
MOREUEAD,  Charles  S.,  Member  of  Peace  Goulirence,  68; 

arrest  of,  153. 
Morehead,  John  M.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68  ;  de- 
puty in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 
MoRFiT,  Henry  M.,  arrest  of,  153 ;  votes  in  Maryland  Legis- 
lature, 396-3J8. 
MoRG.iN,  Edwin  D.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  140 ; 
anienilment  to  enrollment  bill,  265;  remarks  in  open- 
ing the  Baltimore  Union  Convention,  403;    Professor 
Lieber's  letter  to,  on  amending  the  Constitution,  >wte, 
591,  592. 
Morgan,  S.  II.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress, 

402. 
Morrill,  Anson  P.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 
Morrill,  Justin  S.,   Representative  in  Thirtv-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;    Thirty-Kighth,   140; 
member  of  the  Ooinmitteo  of  Thirty-three.  53  ;  substi- 
tute for  confiscation  bill,  199;    for  emancipation  bill, 
2u0,  201 ;  resolution  on  the  w:ir,  291 . 
MoRFiLL.  Lot  M.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Ooneress,  nnlr^ 
48;  Tliirty-Sevenlh.  121;  Thirty-Kighth.  14i);  member 
,         of  Peace  Conference,  67 ;  auieudmeut  to  Wushiueton 
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city  registry  bill,  241 ;  resolution  on   bailing  arrested 
persons,  183. 

Morris.  Damel,  RppreseatativeinThirty-Eigbtli  Congress, 
I-IO;  bill  repeiiliug  fugitive  slave  laws  \ol . 

Morris,  Edward  Joy,  Keprcsontative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 4S;  ailju'tment  proposition,  S-"). 

Morris,  Isaai.;  N.,  Reprssentative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  adjustmunt  proposition,  73;  resolution  on  the 
Union,  75,  76. 

Morris,  James  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, li-2;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Morrison,  Captain,  surrender  of  his  vessel  to  rebels,  28. 

Morrison.  William  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Consress,  140;  resolution  on  slavery,  259. 

Morse,  Frekman  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48:  member  (if  Committee  of  Thirty-three,  53; 
of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Mop.TO.v,  Jackson,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,  400;  vote  on  secession  ordinance  399. 

Morton,  Oliver  P.,  Governor  of  Indiana,  signer  of  Altoona 
address,  233. 

MosEDY.  JouN,  commission  of  as  major  of  partisan  rangers, 
119. 

Mi:l\ttoes,  drafting  in  rebel  States,  282. 

MUNNERLTN,  J.  C,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401. 

MnxROE,  Thomas  B.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400. 

MoRPHY,  Isaac,  Governor  of  Free  State  of  Arkansas,  321; 
votes  and  actirn  in  secession  convention,  399. 

Murray,  John  P.,  Representative  in  Secon<l  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  resolution  on  Mexican  question,  617. 

Murray,  United  States  Marshal  of  southern  district  of  New 
York,  indicted  by  the  Grand  Jury  lor  the  arrest  of  Ar- 
guelles,  355  ;  proceedings  in  court  upon,  355. 

MlRRETT,  Robert  T.,  arrest  of,  153. 

Myers,  Amos.  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140  ;  resohi'ion  relating  to  the  war,  292. 

Myers,  Leonard,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

N 

Nash,  James  H.,  Secretary  of  Rebel  Senate,  First  Congress, 
402.  "^  • 

National  Banks,  proposed  State  taxation  on,  303,  3(34. 

National  JnUlligrncer,  adjustment  proposition  of,  74  ;  di- 
gest of  "pei-sonal  liberty"  laws,  41;  proposition  of 
writer  in,  75,  on  disclosure,  by  "Eaton,"  of  the  dis- 
union conspiracj',  391 ;  on  disunion  caucus  of  1835,  390. 

National  Currency,  act  of  1863,  362,  GC3 ;  of  1804,  SoO- 
365. 

Navy,  disposition  of  vessels  in.  during  1860,  report  on,  8. 

Nebraska,  enabling  act  for,  377. 

Negotiation,  John  D.  Baldwin's  resolution  against,  with 
rebels,  2J8,  299;  Niagara  Falls,  301-303. 

N«5R0  Suffrage,  Bills  to  authorize,  in  Montana  Territory, 
and  Washington  city,  amendments  to  and  votes  upon, 
240,  241;  vote  on  projiosed,  in  New  York  and  Illinois, 
Tjo^e,  241 ;  former  in  Tennessee,  383;  projjosed  in  re- 
constructed States,  577. 

Negroes,  enrollment  of  in  "rebeldom,"  282,  283,  427,428; 
draft  of  for  military  service,  282  ;  to  work  o!i  fortifica- 
tions, 28J;  impressment  of,  in  Geoigia,  282;  changing 
sentiment  in  the  Rebel  Congress  respecting  tlio  em- 
ployment 01,  in  military  service,  2^2;  in  the  army,  2S2, 
283;  act  of  Rebel  Congre.ss  respecting,  283;  General 
Magruder  calls  for,  283;  legislation  concerning  iicgio 
prisoners,  2S.3;  liichmond  Inquirer  on,  428.  429;  the 
Negro  Soldier  bill,  and  General  l-ee's  letter.  611,  612. 

Nelson.  IloMLR  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eigbth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Nelson, Tho.iias  A.  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  member  of  Coninutteo  of  Thirty-three,  53; 
report  of,  63 ;  one  of  the  Tennessee  pmtester.i,  438-441. 

NESMiTn,  James  W.,  ."^-nator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Nevada  Teiiritory.  bill  to  organize,  89,90;  ndnn'ssion  of, 
as  a  State,  460;  Senators  and  Kepn'sentatives  from, 
559;  vote  of  legislature  on  ratifying  the  nnti-slavery 
amendment,  600;  vote  at  Presidential  election  of  1864, 
623. 

New  England,  proposition  of  Garrett  Davis  to  divide,259. 

New  llAMPsninE,  vote  Ibr  President  in  1860,  1;  in  1864,  623; 
members  of  Peace  Conference,  67  ;  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  121;  Thirty-Eighth,  140; 
'■  personal  liberty"  law  of,  44 ;  Demo'crats  of,  Rich- 
mond Sentinel's  response  to  resolution  of,  331. 

New  Jersey,  vote  for  President  in  1860,  1;  in  1864,  623; 
members  of  Peace  Conference,  67;  Tliirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140; 
"personal  liberty"  law,  has  no,  46;  votf)  of  legislature 
on  ratifying  the  anti-slavery  amendment,  597. 

NlWMAN,  J.  P.,  Rev.  Dr.,  address  of,  at  New  Orleans,  .523, 
524. 


New  Mexico,  proposed  admission  of.  59. 

New  Of.levn.s.  open  to  trade,  149;  loy.Uty  of  Episcopal  and 
Presbyterian  Chnrehei  in,  543-545. 

Newspapers,  exclusion  and  suppression  of,  187  :  proceed- 
ings, orders,  presentments,  reports,  letters,  arrests, 
charges,  resolutions,  and  decision  respecting,  188-191, 
441,  442;  rebel  limitations  upon  privileges  of.  177. 

New  York,  vote  for  President  in  1860,  1;  in  1864,  623; 
members  of  Peace  Conference,  67;  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48 :  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  of 
'•personal  liberty'' law.  46;  negro  suffrage  in,  note,  241; 
vote  of  legislature  on  ratifying  the  anti-slavery  amend- 
ment, 596,  597. 

New  York  City,  Alayor  Wood's  recommendation  that  it  be- 
come a  freo  city,  42-44. 

New  York  Co.ngressmen,  adjustment  proposition  of,  74. 

New  York  Democrats,  Lord  Lyons's  statement  of  views  of, 
respecting  foreign  mediation,  347 ;  correspondence 
with  President  Lincoln  respecting  Yallandigham's  re- 
lease, 167-175. 

New  York  (Grant)  Meeting,  President  Lincoln's  letter  to, 
336. 

Kew  Yurie  News,  C.  L.  Vallandigham's  letter  to,  423. 

Xew  Yor/c  Sicn,  adjustment  proposition  of,  75. 

iV'eiy  York  Times,  on  the  disunion  programme,  392. 

i\'e%u  York  Tribune,  on  the  picjspect  of  peace,  303. 

Niagara  Falls  Peace  Negotiations,  301 -.303. 

NiBLACK,  William  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49:  adjustment  proposition  of,  54. 

NicnoL.AS,  Judge,  of  Kentucky,  proposition  to  amend  the 
Constitution,  255,  256. 

Ni«H0LS0N,  A.  0.  P.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48. 

Nisbet,  EUGENius  A.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400. 

Nixon,  John  T.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48 ;  Thirty-Seventh,  122 ;  member  of  Border-States  Com- 
mittee, 73. 

Noble,, Warren  P.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-iJighth,  140;  resolution  of,  respect- 
ing thoi.uri)oses  of  the  war,  286;  amendment  of,  to 
the  loan  bill,  300. 

NoELL,  John  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  adjustment  proposition  of, 
54;  on  compensated  emancipation  in  the  border  States, 
211.217,218;  bill  to  promote  emancipation  in  Mis- 
souri, 224,225. 

Norfolk  opened  to  trade,  149. 

North  American  Review,  President  Lincoln's  letter  to  pub- 
'llshersof,  3.06. 

North  Carolina,  vote  for  President  in  1860, 1  ;  members  of 
Peace  Conference,  9 ;  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48,  49; 
Deputies  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400,  w'neu 
elected,  401;  Members  of  First  Congress,  <101,  402; 
Second,  402, 611 ;  secession  movement  in  Convention  and 
Legislature,  4;  seizures  and  surrenders,  28 ;  Sui)reme 
Court  refuse  writs  of  habeas  corpus  to  persons  who  had 
furnished  substitutes,  120;  peace  propositions  in  legis- 
lature, 304,  305,619;  re.solutions  on  peace,  330;  adjust- 
ment proposition  of  "distinguished  citizen,"  75;  men 
in  the  army,  399. 

Northwestern  Confederacy,  Cincinnati  Gazette  upon  the 
intrigue  for,  42. 

Norton,  Elijah  U.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress. 122. 

Norton,  Jesse  0.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Norton,  N.  L.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

Noyes,  William  Curtis,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

NUGEN,  Robert  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 

Nye,  James  W.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  second 
session,  659. 

O 

Oath  of  allegiance,  bill  requiring  from  lawyers,  602  ; 
from  Senators,  note,  603. 

Ochiltree,  William  B.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 11,  400. 

O'CoNOR, Charles,  Letter  of  George  N.  Sanders  to,  330. 

Odell,  Moses  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress,122:  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Office,  certain  iiersona  ineligible'lo,  act  declaring,  376. 

Office,  civil  and  mililary,  inc()n)i)atibility  of,  376. 

Ohio,  vote  for  President  in  1860,  1 ;  in  1864,  623  ;  members 
of  Peace  Conference,  6H;  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 48; 
Thirty-Seveiilh,  122;  Thirty-Kigiith,  140;  no  "personal 
liberty"  law,  47  ;  vote  of  legislature  on  ratifying  the 
anti-slavery  amendment,  598. 

Ohio  Democrats,  correspondence  with  President  Lincoln 
relative  to  Mr.  Vallandigham's  return,  167-175. 

Oldham,  William  S..  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congi-ess, 
11,400;  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401;  Second, 
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402;  views  on  sequestration,  205;  resolutions  respect- 
ing peacr,  616. 
Oiden,\harles  S.,  Member  of  Peace  Conferenoe.  67. 
Olin,  Abraham  B.,  Rppreseutative  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Tliiity-Seventb,  122;  opinion  in  Aaftea*  cor- 
pus case,  562. 
O'Neill,  Charles,  Representative  in  Thirtj'-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 
O'Neill,  John,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eightli  Congress, 

140. 
OPixioxsof  the  Attorneys  General — J.  S.  Black,  upon  the 
powers  of  the  President,  50-52;  Edward  Bates,  on  tlie 
power  of  the  President  to  make  arrests  and  suspend 
the  writ  of  habens  corpus,  158-161;  Caleb  Cushiug,  on 
inviolability  of  United  States  mails,  189,  190;  Edward 
Bates,  on  pay  of  colored  chaplains,  279,  280 ;  on  pay  of 
colored  soldiers,  384,  385 ;  on   citizenship  of  colored 
persons,  378-384. 
Ord.  Edward  O.  C,  Major  General,  despatches  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads  Conference,  667. 
Orders,  military,  respecting  elections,  308-316,  445. 
Orders  of  Abraliani  Lincoln — see  "  Lincoln,  Abraham." 
Orders  respectino  a  draft,  of  Secretary  Stanton  in  1862, 

272;  in  1864,  woie,  604. 
Orders  respectino  arrests,  of  Secretary  Cameron  in  Mary- 
land Legislature,  153;  General  McClellan,  308,  30'J; 
Secretary  Stanton,  154;  General  Augur,  187;  Generals 
Butler  and  Wild  respecting  Rev.  S.  H.  Wingfield,  553, 
554. 
Orders  respectiso  chcbches,  of  War  Department  con- 
cerning churches  in  tho  insurrectionar}' States,  521 , 
522:  of  Gen,  Veutch  in  Memphis,  622;  Oen.  Schenck  in 
Baltimore,  524,  525;  Generals  Curtis  and  Schofleld  in 
St.  Louis,  633,  534,  635,  537  ;  Generals  Rosecrans  and 
Pope  in  St,  Louis,  638,  564;  Col.  B.  G.  Farrar  and  Gen. 
Brayman  in  Natchez,  538,  541 ;  Generals  Butler  and 
Bowen  in  Now  Orleans,  542,  543  ;  Gov.  Andrew  Johu- 
Bou  in  Nashville,  642;  Gen.  Wild  in  Norfolk,  542. 
Orders  respecting  colored  troops.  Secretary  Stanton  to 
Gov,  Andrew,  279;  of  Major  General  Palmer  respect- 
ing free<lom  of  families  cf,  note,  564, 
Orders  respectino  elections,  of  General  McClellan  at 
Maryland  election  of  1851,  308,  309;  Generals  Dix, 
Schenck,  Fry,  and  Tyler  and  Lieut.  Col.  Tevis,a09,  311, 
312;  Generals  Burnsido,  Asboth,  and  Shacklefovd,  and 
Lieut,  Col.. lolnisim,  and  Colonels  Foster  and  Mnudy 
in  Kentucky,  313,314;  Generals  Hall,  Schofield,  and 
Rosecrans  in  Missouri,  314,  315,  445. 
Orders  respecting  fucitive  slaves  ,  of  Gen.  Mansfield,  245 ; 
Washington  City  Provost  Marshal,  (Brig.  Gen.  Andrew 
Porter,)  245;  Gen.  Fremont,  246;  Gen.  Wool,  248; 
Gen.  Ilalleck,  248,  and  proposed  censure  of,  253,  254  ; 
Gen.  liookor,  250;  Gen.  Doubleday,  250;  Gen.  T. 
Williams,  251;  Lieut.  Col.  Anthony,  251;  Secretary 
Stanton  to  Gen.  Saxton,  252;  Gen.  J.  M.  Tuttle,  253; 
Gen,  Roberts,  253;  Gen.  Grant,  443,444. 
Orders  kespectino  impressment  and  protection  op  prop- 
ertv,  of  Gen.  McDowell  in  Virginia,  251;  Generals 
Ilartsuff  and  Boyloin  Kentucky,  315, 
Orders  respecting  sale  of  fire-arms,  of  Gen,  Ileintzelman 

in  Columbus,  wo^e,  418. 
Orders,  Reuel,  of  Col.  W.  M.  Churehwell,  121;  Judah  P. 
Benjamin  on  bridge  burning  and  arre-sts,  187 ;  respect- 
ing emancipation,  118;  for  enrollment  of  persons  be- 
tween 17  and  50,  427;  for  enrollment  of  negroes  in 
L<iuisiana,  428;  for  revocation  of  details,  428, 
Oregon,  vote  for  President  in  1860,1;  in  1864,  623;  not 
represented  in  Pe;Tco  Conference,  49;  members  of  Thirty- 
Sixth  Congress, 48,49 ;  Thirty-Scventii,  122, 123;  Thirty- 
Eighth,  141. 
Orr,  James  L.,  commissioner  to  Washington,  2;  correspond- 
ence  with    President  Bnclianan,  29-o2;  commissioner 
from  Soutli  Carolina  to  Georgia,  11;  received  by  Con- 
vention, 3;  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congi-ess,  401  ;  Sec- 
ond   402;    objections  to  bill  repealing  substitute  la'v, 
121  :  vote  on  sece.ssion  ordinance,  3;l9. 
Orb,  John  A.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402. 
Ortii.Godlove  S.,  Member  <if  Peace  Conference,  68;  Repre- 
sentative in  Thirty-Kighth  Congress,  140;  amendment 
to  the  enrollment  1(111,269. 
Owens,  James  B.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11, 
400;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 


PiClFic  Republic,  intrigues  for,  41 ;  Shasta  If eraM  upon, 
41 ;  &M  Francisco  lire,  42. 

P.une,  E.  T.,  Colonel,  arrested  for  declining  to  return  fugi- 
tive slaves,  251. 

Palmer,  John  M.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68;  Major 
General,  order  announcing  freedom  of  families  of  col- 
ored soldiers,  note,  f)64. 

Palmer.  Geoboe  VV.,Repre8enUtivo  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 43. 


Parke,  .John  6.,  Major  General,  despatches  at  Hampton 

Roads  Conference,  567, 
Parker,  Joseph,  bearer  of  Peace  address  from  Great  Brit- 
ain, correspondence  with  Secretary  Seward,  456. 
Patterson,  James  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty- Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 
Patterson,  Judge,  East  Tennessee,  Benjamin's  order  of  ar- 
rest, 7>ote,  187. 
Patterson,  Robert,  Major  General,  proclamation,  244. 

Patton,  John,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122. 

Pat  of  colored  soldiers.  Opinions  of  Attorney  General  upon, 
279,  280,  384,  385;  proposed  prohibition  of  pay  to, 
283. 

Pat  of  soldiers  increased,  116,  272. 

Peace,  Alexander  II  Stephens's  letters  on,  430, 431, 458, 459 ; 
Wm.  W.  Boyce's,  431-4.33,  457  ;  Ilerschel  V.  Johnson's, 
430,434;  General  Grant  on,  4:34;  Benjamin  to  Mason, 
455 ;  Davis  in  his  l;»st  messages, 455, 456,  611 ;  Alabama 
legislature  on,  450;  Rebel  House  of  Representatives  on, 
466;  AddressfromGreat  Britain,  456;  Hampton  Roads 
Conference,  566-572;  correspondenceof  GeueralsGrant 
and  Lee  on  military  convention,  572,  573:  Garrett  Da- 
vis's proposition  for,  573,  574;  resolutions  of  Messrs. 
Cox,  Fernando  Wood,  Ingersoll,  Townsend,  Dawson, 
and  Williams,  574,  575:  Ni.agara  Falls  Peace  Negotia- 
tions, 301-303,  and  Horace  Greeley's  letter  upon,  603; 
propositions  in  Rebel  Congress,  614-616:  movements 
in  lesislatures  of  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Alabama, 
and  (Georgia,  619-622, 

Peace  Conference,  Propositions  of,  rejected  in  Virginia 
Convention,  7;  Washington  telegram  of  Charleston 
Mercury  respecting.  41 ;  delegates  to,  officers  of,  pro- 
ceedings, and  propositions,  and  votes  in,  67-69;  Con- 
gressional votes  on  proposition  of,  69,  70. 

Peace  Propositions  in  Congress.  294—300. 574,  575 ;  corros- 
liondenee  between  President  Lincoln  and  Fernando 
Wood,  296, 297  ;  Niagara  Falls  Conference,  and  iVew 
I'ork  Triliune  on  prospects  of  peace,  301-303;  Rich- 
moixi  Kxumiiier  on,  399. 

Peace  Phopositions,  Rebel,  in  their  Congress,  and  debate, 
30:J-307,  614-616;  in  Senate  of  A'irginia,  304;  Legisla- 
tures of  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Alabama,  and  Georgia, 
304,  3.;0,  619-022;  Richmond  press  upon,  305. 

Pearce,  J  \Mf.s  Alfred,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Tliirly-Seventli,  122;  death,  123. 

Pearson,  Judge,  of  North  Carolina,  opinion  on  habeas  cor- 
7-((.'!,  120. 

Pendleton,  George  H.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Tliirty-Eiglith,  140; 
resolutions  relative  to  BaltimorePoliceCommissioners, 
180,  alleged  proposition  of  release  to  prisoners,  182, 
arrest  of  Mr.  Vallaiiiligliani,182,  and  the  objects  of  tho 
war,  286;  remarks  on  newspaper  exclusion  from  the 
mails,  191,  19:2;  nomination  of,  for  Vice  President  at 
Democratic  National  Convention,  and  remarks  on  ac- 
cepting, 420;  speech  at  Dayton,  421 ;  in  New  York, 
422;  letters,  42:i. 

Pennington,  William,  Representative  in,  and  Speaker  of 
House,  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48. 

Pennsylvania,  vote  for  President  in  1860, 1 ;  in  1864,  623; 
members  of  Peace  Conference,  07;  Thiitv  Sixth  Con- 
gress. 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  per- 
sonal liberty  law,  46,  47  ;  decisions  of  Supreme  Court 
on  enrollment  act,  273,  274;  of  Judges  on  "  legal  ten- 
der," 455;  voto  of  legislature  on  ratifying  the  anti- 
slavery  amendment,  597. 

Penrose,  Sa.muel,  arre.it  of.  153. 

Pensacola,  port  of,  oi)ened  to  trade,  149. 

People's  Co.mmittee,  address  of,  410. 

Perea,  Francisco,  Delegate  from  New  Mexico,  declaration 
ol,  xo/c,  5ii0. 

Perham,  Sidney,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congres-s, 
140. 

Perkins,  John,  Jr.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
II,  400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  401 ;  Second, 
40.  ;  reported  ofl'ered  and  declined  Secretaryship  of  the 
Navy,  400. 

Perrv,  Joseph  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Member  of  I'eace  Conference,  67, 

Perry,  M,  S.,  (iovernor  of  Florida,  message  of,  2. 

Perky,  Nehlmiah,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122:  Thirty-Kighlli,  140, 

Perkyman,  John  D.,  one  of  the  Tennessee  protesters,  438- 
441, 

Personal  liberty  lawsof  Maine,  New  Hami)shire,  Vermont, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsjlvania,  Michigan,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin,  with 
movements  to  modify  or  repeal,  44-47  ;  complained  of 
in  South  Carolina  Conventiim,  16;  Alexander  H.Ste- 
phens upon,  21,  25;  propositions  in  Senate  Comraittoo 
of  Thirteen,  70;  resolution  in  House,  58,  75;  remarks 
of  Senator  Simmons  upon,  47. 

Petigru,  Ja.mes  L.,  argument  on  seqaestration.  205.  206. 
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Pettit,  John  U.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  member  of  Border-State  Committee,  73. 

Pettus,  E  W.,  Commissioner  from  Alabama  to  Mississippi, 
117;  received  by  Convention,  3. 

Peyton,  Bailie,  National  Intelligencer'' s  statement  respect- 
ing in  1835,  390 ;  one  of  tlie  Tennessee  protesters,  438- 
441. 

Peyton,  Robert  L.  Y.,  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402;  withdrawal,  402. 

Peyton,  Samuel  O.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress. 49. 

Phelan.  James,  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401. 

Phelps,  John  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Thirtj'-Seventh,  122;  member  of  Committee  of 
Thirty-three,  63;  report,  5S ;  views  on  compensated 
emancipation,  213-217 ;  vote  for  Vice  President  in 
Democratic  National  Convention,  420. 

Phelps,  Timothv  G.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

Philadelphia  Fair,  President  Lincoln's  remarks  at,  337. 

Phillips  county,  (Arkansas,)  purchase  of  United  States 
arms  by,  in  ISGO,  35. 

Phillips,  AVendell,  Letter  to  Judge  Stallo,  411 ;  to  Cleve- 
land Convention ,  412. 

Picayune,  New  Orleans,  on  fall  of  Sumter,  114. 

Pickens,  Colonel,  of  East  Tennessee,  Benjamin's  order  of 
arrest,  187. 

Pickens,  Francis  W.,  Governor  of  Sonth  Carolina,  2 ;  cabi- 
net, 2;  proclamation  announcing  independence,  2; 
deputation  of,  and  instructions  to  Isaac  W.  Ilayne, 
commissioner  to  Washington,  32;  course  in  caucus  of 
1835,  390. 

Pickett,  J.  T.,  secretary  to  rebel  commissioners,  109, 
110. 

Pierce,  Franklin,  Letter  to  Jeff.  Davis,  January  6, 1860, 
391 ;  named  in  Chicago  Convention  for  nomination  and 
withdrawn,  420. 

PiERPoiNT,  Francis  II.,  Governor  of  Virginia  and  signer  of 
Altoona  address,  233. 

Pike,  Frederick  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty -Eighth,  140;  amendment  to  extend 
enrollment  to  include  persons  of  fifty  years  of  age,  208. 

PiNCKNEY,  J.,  request  for  special  session  of  Maryland  legis- 
lature of  1S61,  8. 

Pitts.  Charles  II.,  arrest  of,  152;  offer  of  negroes  to  Bal- 
timore Police  Commissioners,  393;  motions  and  votes 
in  Maryland  Legislature,  396-398. 

PiTTSEURQ,  excitement  in,  on  attempted  removal  of  guns 
from  Allegheny  Arsenal,  35. 

Platforms,  of  Baltimore  Convention,  406  ;  of  Cleveland 
Convention,  413  ;  of  Union  League,  410;  of  Democratic 
National  Couv^ntion,  419,  420;  Vallandigham's  letter 
upon,  423;  Conservative  National  Union  men,  423. 

Police  Commissioners,  Baltimore,  arrest  of,  and  reasons, 
152;  application  to  Congress,  179,  180;  minutes  of, 
393,  394. 

Policeman  David  Daneker,  of  B.iltimore, refusal  to  "conde- 
scend" to  pull  down  tlie  AratTican  flag,  and  resigna- 
tion, 394  ;  William  T  Butler  resigned,  394. 

Pollock,  James,  Member  of  Pe.'ice  Conference.  67. 

Polk,  Leonidas,  Bishop,  pastoral  letters  of,  515;  commis- 
sioned Major  General  '•  Confederate"  Army,  with  Bish- 
op Meade's  advice  to,  and  Bishop  Burge.ss's  opinion  of, 
note,  515;  allusion  to  in  pastoralletter,  486 ;  and  death 
of,  note,  515. 

Polk,  '  TiiUSTEN,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirt}-Seventh,122:  telegram  to  Missouri, .39;  amend- 
ment to  resolution  on  the  cause  of  the  war,  286;  ex- 
pulsion of,  123. 

Polygamy,  to  prohibit  in  Utah,  376. 

Pqjmeroy,  Samuel  C,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122  ;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  proposition  relative  to  repre- 
si'utation  in  the  Electoral  College,  578 ;  relative  to  the 
return  ot  Arkansas  to  the  Union,  586. 

PoMEUov,  Theodore  M.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  substitute  for  loan 
bill,  360;  amendment  to  national  currency  bill,   364. 

Pool,  John,  resolutions  on  Peace  in  North  Carolina  legis- 
lature, 619. 

Pope,  John,  Major  General,  modification  of  General  Rose- 
cruns's  Church  Order,  554. 

Pope,  The,  reply  ot  to  the  Rebel  Commissioners,  517. 

Porter,  Albert  G.,  Representative  in  Thirtj'-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  motion  and  proposi- 
tion on  emancipation  bill,  200,  201. 

Port  Royal  opened  to  trade,  149. 

PoSTMASTEKb  General,  Opinions  of,  188-191. 

PosTO.N.CfiARLEsD.,  Delegate  from  Arizona,  declaration  of, 
590. 

PoTTEri,  John  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Member  of  Peace  Confer- 
ence. 68. 

Potter,  R.  B.,  Genera',  President  of  the  Vallandigham  mili- 
tary court,  16:i 


Pottle,  Emory  B.,  Representative  in  Thirtj'-Sixth  Congress, 
48. 

PoTfELL,  L\ZARcs  W.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Tliirty-Elgbth,  140:  chair- 
man of  Committee  of  Thirteen,  70;  amendment  to 
Crittenden  proposition,  65,  66;  resolution  on  arrest  of 
Baltimore  Police  Conimissiimers,  179;  arrests  in  Ken- 
tucky, 180;  dispersion  of  convention,  181;  amendment 
to  indemnity  bill,  185;  propositions  to  abolish  fishing 
bounties,  375,  376;  to  amend  the  Constitution,  255.256; 
amendment  to  enrollment  bill,  265;  amendments  to 
bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  soldiers,  272;  to  bill  to  sup- 
press insurrection,  275  ;  to  engineer  bill,  276;  to  bill 
for  emancipation  in  Missouri,  225 ;  to  national  cur- 
rency bill,  364;  bill  to  prevent  interference  in  elections, 
315,316,566;  protest  against  the  bill  to  punish  con- 
spiracies. 377,  378;  declined  as  candidate  fur  nomini- 
tion  for  Vice  President  at  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention, and  vote  for  Vice  President,  420;  proposed 
resolution  and  bill  respecting  churches,  543 ;  resolu- 
tions relative  to  release  of  prisoners,  559,  to  arrests  in 
Kentucky,  560,  to  compensation  of  loyal  slave-owners, 
565;  amendment  to  bill  to  allow  bailin  certain  cases, 
562;  to  bill  to  secure  freedom  of  colored  soldiers' 
families,  565. 

Powers  of  the  President,  opinion  of  Attorney  General 
Black,  50-52;  Chief  Justice  Taney,  155-158  ;  Attorney 
General  Bates,  158-161. 

Pratt,  James  T.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Pratt,  Thomas  G.,  request  for  special  session  of  Maryland 
Legislature  of  1861,  8 ;  proposed  member  of  board  of 
public  safety,  9;  Senator  Mason's  desired  interview 
with,  393. 

Presbyterian  Church,  Cumberland,  deliverances  of  18G3, 
473,  474. 

Presbyterian  Church,  (new  school,)  deliverances  of  \?Ql, 
1862,  1863  and  1864,  468-472 ;  remarks  of  President 
Lincoln  to  Committee  of,  in  1863,  471 ;  Secretary  Stan- 
ton's order  for  occupation  of  churches  in  insurrec- 
tionary States,  522. 

Presbyterian  Church,  (old  school,)  deliverances  of  1861, 
1862,  1863,  and  1864,  461-406;  reaffirming  tlie  testi- 
mony of  1818  on  slavery,  465  ;  dissent  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Louisville,  522.  In  Ixsurrection.4RY  States, 
508-513;  action  of  General  Assembly  in  1861,  508-512; 
of  1862  and  1S64,  512,  513;  Union  of  old  and  new 
schools,  513:  on  religious  instruction  of  sbives,  5  3, 
548:  an  East  Tennessee  church,  513;  Secretary  Stan- 
ton's order  for  tlio  occupation  of  churches  in  insurrec- 
tionary States,  522. 

Presbyterian  Church,  Reeormed,  resolutions  of  General 
Synod  in  1863  and  1864,  473. 

Peesb"yterian  Church,  Reformed,  (old  school.)  Address  to 
President  Lincoln  In  1862,  472;  resolutions  of  Synod 
inl>64,  472,  473. 

Presbyterian  Church,  United,  deliverances  of  1S61  and 
1862,  474  •  of  1863  and  1864,  507,  508  ;  orders  of  Secre- 
tary Stanton  relative  to  churches  of,  in  insurrectionary 
States,  521,  522. 

Presbyterian  Churches,  in  New  Orleans,  loyalty  of,  544, 
545 ;  in  East  Tennessee,  546 ;  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian, 546. 

Presbytery,  Transylvania,  of  1861 ,  action  respecting  mar- 
ri.age  of  slaves,  458. 

Peeside.vt,  Election  of.  Propositions  to  change  the  mode 
and  term,  54,  55,  57,  73,  87,  255.  256,  573. 

President,  powers  of  the.  Attorney  General  Black,  50-52; 
Chief  Justice  Taney,  155-158;  Attorney  General  Bates, 
158-161. 

PRE.SIDENTIAL  ELECTION,  of  1860,  1 ;  of  1864,  623;  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's estimate  of  actual  result,  558,  62.3. 

Press,  freedom  of  the,  .lustice  Story  upon,  188;  other  pro- 
ceedings respecting,  117,  188-194,  441,  442,  562. 

Preston,  John  S.,  Commissioner  from  South  Carolina  to 
Virginia,  11;  received  by  Legislature,  6;  hisdenuncia- 
tion  of  the  Union,  6;  telegram  to  Judge  Hopkins,  40. 

Preston,  Walter,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400  ;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402;  Second,  402. 

Preston,  William  Ballard,  vote  on  secession  ordiuancd, 
7;  Commissioner  of  Virginia  in  making  military  league, 
8;  delegate  from  Virginia  Convention  to  President  Lia- 
coin,  112;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400  ; 
Senator  in  First  Congress,  401  ;  retired,  401. 

Price,  Hiram,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eightli  Congress, 
140;  resolution  relative  to  furlougliing  drafted  clergy- 
men, 564. 

Price,  Rodman  M.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67;  lei- 
ter.s  of,  in  1860,  found  in  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  3;I0. 

Price,  Thomas  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seveuili  Co.i- 
grosB,  123;  views  on  compensated  emancipaLion,  21j- 
217  ;  proposed  resolution  of,  at  Democratic  Niitioii..! 
Convention,  418. 

Proceedinos  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  die  Sfcessiou 
movement.  48-9CL 
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Pboclamatiov  of  President  Lixcoln,  for  troops,  141,  604; 
aninestj',  147,  48;  lilockiide,  149,  605;  commercial  inter- 
course, 14tt.  150:  declaring  the  bouudariesof  the  insur- 
rection, 150;  siispeniling  tlie  privileg«  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  177,  ITS;  under  confiscation  act,  208; 
rescinding  General  Hunter's  proclamation,  251;  respect- 
ing reconstruction  bill,  318,  319;  of  emancipation,  227, 
228 ;  pardon  to  daserters.  604 ;  on  equality  of  rights 
with  all  maritime  nations,  605. 

Peoclamatioxs  of  General  McClcllan  in  Western  Virginia, 
244;  General  Patterson,  244;  General  Fremont  on 
emancipation,  245.  246 ;  of  General  Thomas  W.  Sher- 
man, 248  ;  of  General  John  A.  Dix,  248;  General  Burn- 
Bide  in  North  Carolina,  249 ;  General  Halleck,  250; 
General  Hunter  on  emancipation,  250 ;  of  Governor 
Bradfoid,  309,  310;  of  Governor  Cannon  of  Delaware, 
312;  of  (lovenior  J.  F.  Robinson,  of  Kentucky,  313; 
Governor  Andrew  Johniou  for  election  in  Tennessee, 
436— to8;  of  Major  General  Palmer,  note,  564. 

pBOCLAMATioNtj,  Kebel,  Davis'sof  banishment,  121 ;  on  con- 
scription, 118:  martial  law,  121  ;  outlawry  of  General 
Butler,  note,  283;  Governor  J.  E.  Brown  on  northern 
debts,  3;  General  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  no<e,  245, 246. 

Property,  rebel  regulations  for  destroying,  117. 

Proposed  censure  of  officials,  proceedings  of  Congresa  on, 
386-388. 

Propositions  of  adjustment — see  "  Adjustment." 

Protestant  Kpiscopal  Church,  action  of  General  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  States,  483-494;  pastoral  letter  of 
Bishops,  486-489 ;  their  cen:*ure  of  Bishop  Polk,  486, 
487  ;  protest  of  Bishop  Hopkins  and  his  rejected  ad- 
dress, 489^93;  President  Lincoln's  response  to  the  pas- 
toral Address,  493;  protest  of  Pennsylvania  Episcopa- 
lians against  Bishop  Hopkins's  defence  of  slavery,  493, 
494 :  aciion  of  Pennsylvania  Diocesan  Convention,  493. 
In  Insurrectionary  States:  Alabama  Diocesan  Con- 
vention, 515 ;  General  Convention  of  1861,  515 ;  of  1S62, 
and  pastoral  letter  of  Bishops,  515,  516;  Bishop  Polk's 
l)iistoral  letters,  assumption  of  military  duties,  and 
death,  515;  loyalty  of  New  Orleans  churches,  543,  544. 

PeOTEST.s, of 36  members ofllouse of  Uepresentatives  against 
the  indemnity  bill,  184,185;  of  nine  Senators  against  the 
bill  to  punish  conspiracies,  377;  of  Tennesseeans 
against  (Jovernor  Johnson's  proclamation.  438—141 ;  re- 
ply of  President  Lincoln,  425;  of  Pennsylvania  Episco- 
palians against  B'shop  Ibipkins's  del'onco  of  slavery,  493, 
494;  of  members  of  Baltimore  ilothodist  Episcopal  Cou- 
ferenco  of  1861,  496. 

Provisional  Cabinet  of  Jeff.  D.ivis,  12,  400. 

Provisional  Constitution,  Rebel,  adopted,  12;  particulars 
of,  12. 

Provisional  Congress,  Rebel,  names  of  deputies  and  ofBcars, 
11,400;  proceedings  of,  12. 

Peuvn,  John  V.  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  resolution  relative  to  the  seized  newspa- 
pc!r  oltices  in  Now  York,  194. 

Prtor,  Roger  A.,  Represintativein  Thirty-Si.xth Congress, 
49 ;  address  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  40  ;  adjustment 
proposition  of,  73;  resolution  on  coercion,  70;  on  bom- 
bardment of  Sumter,  112  ;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional 
Congress,  400 ;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402; 
retired,  402. 

PrBLio  Credit  under  Buchanan,  365,  366. 

Public  Deut — statements  of  amount  at  different  periods, 
365-36.8,601,602;  Secretiiry  Chase's  letter  respecting 
the  redemption  of  in  gold,»jo/e,  307  ;  ol  rebels,  386. 

"  Public  Safety"  bill  in  Legislature  of  Maryland,  398. 

PCGH,  George  E.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 43 ;  ad- 
justment proposition,  63,  64. 

PfOii,  James  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Si.\th  Congress, 
40;  his  purpose  in  taking  his  seat,  392;  declaration 
respecting  secession,  53;  sent  telegram  South,  37  ;  with- 
drew, 4;  Representative  in  Fii-st  Rebel  Congress,  401 ; 
Second,  402. 

Puryear,  Robert  C,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400. 

Quarles,  James  M.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 

49. 
QuiNLAN,  Mr.,  arrest  of;  152. 

R 

Radford,  TVilijam,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Raisin,  Mr.,  arrest  of,  152. 

JiaUttfti  Standard,  sensation  article  of,  38. 

Ralls,  John  P.,  Representative  iu  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401 ,  Secouil,  402. 

Raiusay,  James  U.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gees.,, 40;:. 

Raji.^kv    AL1.XANDEB,  feeuiitor  IU  Thiity-EightU  Congress, 

1*0 ; 


Randall,  Samuel  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  tJo* 

gress,  140. 
Randall,  AVilliam   H.,   Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 

Congress,  140. 
Randolph,  George  W.,  vote  on  secespvfn  ordinance,  7,  note% 
delegate  from  Virginia  to  Presilspt  Lincoln,  112;  de- 
clined to  receive  Creoles  into  the  m'litary  service,  and 
reason  for,  282;  Provisional  Secretary  of  War,  401 ;  re- 
signed and  appointed  brigadier.  401. 
Randolph,  Joseph  F.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 
Ransom,   M.   W.,  Commissioner  from  North  Carolina  to 

Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  12. 
Ratification  o?  the  Anii- Slavery  Amendment,  Mr.  Sum- 
ner's resolution  concerning,  591 ;  votes  of  Legislatures, 
595-600. 
Raymond,  Henry  J.,  report  of,  in  Baltimore  Convention, 

406. 
Read,  Henry  E.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congresci- 

401 ;  Second,  402. 
Read,  John  M.,  Justice,  opinion  on  enrollment,  273. 
Reagan,  John  H.,  Representative  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  Deputy   in   Rebel  Provisional   Congress,   11,  400; 
Po.stmaster  General  in  Provisional  and  Permanent  ad- 
ministration, 400,  401. 
Rebel  Administration,  names  of  persons  composing,  400- 

402. 
Rebel  Army,  strength  of,  121,  399,  612. 
Rebel  Co.mmissioners,  appeal  of  certain,  to  Earl  Russell, 
and    rejdy  of  latter,   27;   correspondence  of  certain, 
with  President  Buchanan,  29-34;  intercourse  of  cer- 
tain, with  Secretary  Seward,  108-1  U\ 
Rebel  Congresses,  names  ot  members  and  officers,  400-40'i 
Rebel  Debt,  308 ;  resolution  respecting,  575,  576. 
Rebel  Enrollment  Orders,  of  persons  between  17  and  50, 

427  ;  of  negroes,  428. 
Rebel  Financial  legislation,  368-373,  6^3,  614. 
Rebel  Independence,  demands  and  terms,  303-307,  329- 

332. 
Rebel  Legislation,  military,  117-120,  611-613;  letters  of 
marque,  117  ;  conscription   laws,  118,  119;    ou  habeas 
corpu.;,  187  ;  sequestration,  203,  613;  milit;uy  employ- 
ment of  coUired  persons,  281-2s3,  Oil;  on  peace, 303-307, 
614-017;   reconstruction,  329-332;   ta.\atiou,  36S-373, 
ei3.  614. 
Rebel  States,  electoral  vote  of,  318,  319,  577,  578;  resolu- 
tions on  their  relations  to  the  Govirnment,  322-329; 
reconstruction  of,  317-322,  435-437,  570-588. 
Recognition,  of  Ilavti    and   Liberia,   recommendation    of 
President  Liucoln,  130;  bill  for,  '239;  of  rebel  independ- 
ence demanded   by  Legislature  of  Maryland, 397,  398; 
of  independence,  the  sine  qua  noii  of  rebels,  30;V-307, 
329-332,  560-573. 
Eeconstruciiun,  proceedings  respecting,  317-331 ;   rebel 
press  and  politicans  on,  330,  3ol ;  George  N.  Sanders 
on  terms  of,  330;  General  Grant's  letter  on,  note,  571 ; 
reports,  proceedings,  and  votes  in  Congress  upon,  576, 
577,  581-588. 
Rbconstruction,  views  of  various  rebel  leaders.  Legisla- 
tures, Congress,  and  pres^  upon,  329-332. 
Rector,  Governor,  of  Arkansas,  reply  to  President's   first 

call  for  troops,  115. 
Refor.med  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  Action  of,  482,  4S3. 
Reid,  David  S  ,  iiember  of  Peace  Couiereuce,  t>8. 
Reid,  John  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 

gre.ss,  122;  expelled,  123. 
Report  to  the  South  Carolina  Conveution  of  Mr.  Rhett,  12- 
15;  of  Mr.  Memminger,  15,  16;  of  Mr.  Withers,  19; 
of  Major  Anderson  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  114;  of 
committee  and  Secretary  Holt  on  secret  organization 
to  attack  the  capital,  S0-S2;  of  Mr.  Dawes  on  the  dis- 
position of  United  States  vessels,  also  respecting  res- 
ignations in  the  navy,  82-84;  and  minority,  by  Mr. 
Branch,  84;  majority  by  Mr.  Reynolds  and  minority  by 
Mr.  Branch  upon  liill  to  authorize  the  President  to  call 
out  tho  militia,  85;  of  committee  on  the  corre-spoud- 
ence  between  the  President  and  the  ''special  envoy"  of 
South  Carolina,  85;  of  Committee  on  Judiciary  respect- 
ing suppression  of  newspapers,  188-191;  on  transler  of 
arms  South  in  lS59-'60.  34-30;  of  House  Committee  of 
Thirty-three,  57-02;  of  Peace  Conference,  6.8;  Senate 
Committee  of  Thirteen,  09-73 ;  of  John  Cochrane  on 
imports  bill,  79,  80 ;  of  several  on  reconstruction, 
581-588. 
Representation,    Apportionment  of,  proposed  coustito- 

tional  amendment  to  change,  591,  592. 
Resign.\tions  in  the  navy — see  "  Report." 
Resolutions  lor  protection  of  olavo  property  in  the  Terri- 
tories, 90. 
Resolutions  in  the  Maryland  Legislature,  397,398. 
Resolutions  offered  at  second  session  of  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 58-a9;  in  Thirty-Seventh  »nd  Thirty-EigUlhCou- 
gresse.i,  on  arrests,  179-183,  560 ;  ou  newspaper  supples- 
siou,  194;  compensated  eiii.iuci|>Hti<'ii,209,  210.2-6,  665; 
t  vmauciputiou  proclamation,  '.^29- 231 ;  Uuu.    Uailuck'd 
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order,  253;  slavery,  C59;  enrollmpnt  act,  270,271.  564; 
the  olijects  uf  the  war.  2S:-290;  the  iiiosecutioii  of  the 
war,  290-294;  "  peace."  294-296, 297-300.  574,  575 ;  mil- 
itary orders  concerning  elections,  315;  the  lelationsof 
the  rehellious  St;ite.s  to  the  Government,  32J-329;  ar- 
rest of  Mason  and  Slidell,  343;  monarchical  intrigues 
in  Central  and  South  America,  343;  foreign  mediation, 
346,347;  the  French  in  Mexico,  348, 349;  the  Arjiuelles 
case,  354,  355;  taxation,  359;  incompatibility  of  civil 
and  military  office,  375;  declaring  certain  persons  in- 
eligible to  office,  370 ;  proposed  censure  of  President 
Lincoln,  386.  of  ex-President  Buchanan,  3.S7,  _3S8,  llep- 
resentiitives  Long  and  Harris,  3S7. 38S ;  on  fiifloiigliing 
drafted  clergymen,  5G4;  on  confiscating  property  of 
deserters,  564 ;  on  constitutional  powers,  57i!;  on  addi- 
tional guaranties  for  tho  liberties  of  tlie  people,  573; 
on  the  ratification  of  a  constitutional  amendment,  591 ; 
on  oath  of  allegiance  for  lawyer."*,  602. 
Resolutions,  rebel,  of  Congress  on  independence,  329,  4.56, 
614-616;  Legislature  of  Virgiuia  on  guerrillas,  119; 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  329, 399,  621,  622;  of  North  Car- 
olina, 3.00,  619,  620;  of  Louisiana  332;  of  Mississippi, 
399;  of  Alabama,  450;  of  Virginia,  620,  621 ;  of  Texas, 
616. 
Reynolds,  Edwin  R.,  Representative  in  Tliirty  Sixth  Con- 

gres-i,  48. 
Eet.nolds,  John  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48  ;  membcrof  Select  Committee  on  Military  and 
Naval  Affairs,  80;  report  of.  85. 
Rhett,  Robert  B.^rnwell,  Sr.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional 
Congress,  2,  11,400;  report  in  South  Carolina  conven- 
tion, 12-15;    remarks  on,  18  ;    views  on  fugitive  slave 
law,  18;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  39J. 
Bhode  Island,  vote  for   President  in  18C0, 1 ;  in  1864,  623; 
members  of  Peace  Conference,  C7  ;  'I  hirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,   122;   Thirty-Eiglith,  140; 
"  personal  liberty"  law,  46,  47  ;  vote  of  Legislature  on 
ratifying  the  anti  slavery  aniendmeiit,  59G. 
Rice,  Alexander  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirtv-Seveuth,  122;  Thirty-EigUtli,  140. 
Rice,   Henry  M.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  member  of  Committee  of  Thir- 
teen, 70  ;  proposition  of  adjustment,  72. 
Rice,  John  II.,  Reiiresentativein  Tliirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122;  Thirty-Eiglith,  140;  resolution  on  the  war,  294; 
proijosed  militia  bill,  279. 
Ricu.\EDSON,  VViLUAM  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;   Thirty-Eighth,  122;  Senator  in  Thirty- 
Eighth,   123;    resolution  respecting  imprisonment  of 
citizens  of  Illinois,  181 ;   amendment  to  bill  to  increase 
pay  of  soldiers,  272. 
Richmond  Emjuirer,  5, 114,  305.  428,  429— see  "  Enquirer." 
Richmond   Examiner,  Wi,  305,  330,  399— see  "Examiner.'" 
Richmond  Meeting,    resolution's    of,  after  the  Hampton 

Roads  Conference,  572. 
Richmrmd  Sentinel,  331,  399— see  "  Sentinel." 
Richmond  Whig,  on  anti-substitute  bill,  121. 
Riddle,  Aleert  G.,  Represeiitetive  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122.  ■*' 
Riddle,  George  R.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  140. 
Ridgely,  IIenuv,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 
RiGos,  Jetur  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 

48. 
Riley,  E.  S.,  arrest  of,  153. 

Rives,  William  C,  member  of  Peace  Conference,  68 ;  Dep- 
uty in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400;  Representative 
in  Second  Congress,  402. 
Roberts,  Benjamin  S.,  Brigadier  General,  order  concerning 

contrabands,  253. 
Robertson,  Judge,  Commissioner  from  Virginia  to  South 

Carolina,  2. 
Robinson,  Ciiri.stopher,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 4S  ;  member  ofConunitteeof  Thirty-three,  53. 
Robinson,  James  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth, 140. 
Robinson,  J.  F.,  Governor  of  Kentucky,  proclamation,  313. 
RomNSON,  Lucius,   Letter   on  the  Cleveland   Convention, 

413. 
Rodney,  George  B.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  6S. 
Rogers,  A.  A.  C,  claimed  seat  as  Representative   from   Ar- 
kansas, and  refused,  141. 
Rogers,  Andrew  J.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140  ;  resolutions  asking  for  the  appointment  of 
peace  commissioners,  299. 
Rogers,  St.  George,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 
Rollins,  Edward  II.,   Representative    in  Thirty-Seventh 

Congress,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 
Rollins,  James  S.,  Represenutive  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gi-ess,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140  ;  on  compensated  eman- 
cipation, 213-217  :  resi'lutions  relating  to  tho  prosecu- 
tion of  tlie  war,  280;  to  compensation  of  loyal  slave 
owners,  591. 
Roman.  A.  B.,  Rebel  Commissioner,  110. 


Roman,  J.  DrxoN,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Rose,  D.  G.,  Proxy  of  Governor  Morton  at  Altoona  meeting, 

233. 
RosECRANS,  William  S.,  Major  General,  exclusion  of  Metro- 
politan Record  from  liis  department,  192;  orders  re- 
specting the  election  in  Missouri,  445;  and  religious 
convocations,  and  cxpl.anatory  letter  upon,  538;  modi- 
fication of  said  order  by  General  Pope,  554. 

Ross,  Lewis  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140 ;  resolution  to  give  pay  and  mileage  to  civilians  ar- 
rested and  released  without  trial,  183. 

Ross,  Robert  J.,  Commissioner  to  the  President  from  tho 
Legislatureof  Maryland,  9;  report  of,  9. 

RoST,  P.  A.,  Commissioner  to  England,  letter  of,  to  Earl 
Russell,  27 ;  reported  conversation  with  Earl  Russell,  27. 

RocssEAU,  LovELL  II.,  vote  for  Vice  President  in  Union  Na- 
tional Convention,  407. 

RoYCE,  IIoMER  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48. 

RoYSTON,  Gr.vndison  D.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401. 

RuFFiN,  Thomas,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  telegram  sent  South,  37;  member  of  Peace  Con- 
ference, 68 ;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400 ; 
death,  401. 

Roger,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  instructions  of  General  Banks 
to,  153, 154. 

Russell,  Cuarles  W.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402; 
Second,  402;  proposition  on  peace,  456. 

Russell,  (Earl.)  rebel  Commissioners' letter  to,  27;  reply 
of,  27  ;  letter  of  Lord  Lyons  to,  on  Foreign  Mediation, 
347-348 ;  letter  of,  to  Lord  Lyons,  on  the  Trent  Affair, 
338 ;  6.ime  to  same,  on  same,  342. 

Rust,  Aleert,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49;  member  of  Committee  of  Thirty-three,  53;  report 
of,  58 ;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 

S 

S.iBBATH,  The,  President  Lincoln's  order  on  observance  of, 

605. 
Salmon,  B.  S.,  arrest  of,  153. 

Salomon,  Edward,  Governor  of  Wisconsin,  signer  of  Al- 
toona address,  233. 

San  Francisco  Bre,  upon  a  Pacific  republic,  42. 

Sanders,  George  N.,  Letter  to  Governor  Seymour  and 
others,  on  reconstruction,  &c.,  330;  Niagara  Falls  Con- 
ference, 301-303. 

Sangston,  Lawrence,  arrest  of,  152. 

Sargent,  Aaron  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
grei^8,  122. 

Sauerwein,  Peter  G.,  emancipation  resolutions  offered  by, 
and  adopted  in  Baltimore  City  Union  Convention  in 
1802,  226. 

Saulsbury,  Willard,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  member  of 
Border-States  Committee, 73;  resolutions  on  arrests  in 
Delaware,  181,  and  release  of  prisoners,  182;  amend- 
ments to  bill  repealing  the  fugitive  slave  laws,  236, 
237  ;  to  tlie  bill  creating  a  new  article  of  war,  238  ;  to 
freedme.j's  bill,  260;  to  army  appropriation  bill,  283; 
to  tax  bill,  375;  and  to  resolution  of  censure  of  Ex- 
President  Buchanan,  387;  joint  resolution  for  peace 
commissioners,  290;  proposed  constitutional  amend- 
ment, 257  ;  amendments  to  bill  to  secure  the  freedom 
of  colored  soldiers'  families,  5C0,  and  to  resolution  of 
inquiry  for  Hampton  Roads  Correspondence,  569. 

Savannah  News,  December24, 1860,  publication  of  Senator 
Toombs's  address  to  Georgia,  37. 

Schenck,  Robert  C..  Major  General,  orders,  Ac,  concerning 
elections,  309,311;  reply  to  Governor  Bradford,  311; 
orders  respecting  churches  in  Baltimore,  524,  526,  and 
letters  respecting,  525. 

Schenck,  Robert  C,  Representative  inThirty-Eichth  Con- 
gress, 140;  resolution  upon  eligibility  of,  o75  ;  resolu- 
tion on  the  war,  294;  resolution  to  censure  Benjamin 
G.Harris,  375;  amendments  to  the  enrollment  bill, 
265,  266,  268;  proposition  relative  to  courts-martial, 
561;  resolution  for  tho  rescinding  of  the  order  requir- 
ing that  colored  persons  leaving  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia shall  have  passes,  594. 

Schnable,  Ellis  B.,  arrest  of,  153. 

ScHOFiELD,  John  M.,  MajorGeneral,  orders  concerning  elec- 
tions, 314,515 ;  reply  to  Rev.  Dr.  McPheeters,  535. 

Schools, colored,  legislation  respecting,  244. 

ScoFiELD,  Glenni  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Scott,  Charles  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  for  a  Pacific  republic,  41. 

Scott,  John  G.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

Scott,  Otho,  Commissioner  to  President  Lincoln  from  the 
Legislatureof  Maryland,  and  refiort.  9. 


648 


INDEX. 


Scott,  Robert  E.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 
Scott,  T.  Parkin,  arrest  of.  152;   votes  and   motions  in 

Maryland  Legislature,  396-39^. 
Scott,  Vv'infield,  Lieutenant  General,  President  Lincoln's 
allusion  to  retireni>'iit  of,  135;  letter  relative  to  quotas 
of  arrnf ,  35,  06 ;  order  to  Col.  Martin  Burke,  relative 
to  military    prisoners,  162;  President's  orders  to,  re- 
specting suspension  of  habeas  corpus,  177. 
SCP.ANTON,  George  W.,  R(^presentativo  in  Tlurtj'-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48 . 
See.istian,  William  K.,  Sen.ator  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Congress, 

48;  member  of  Eorder-States  Committee,  73. 
Secession  movement  developed,  2-47. 
Secession  Ordinances,  vote  on,  in  South  Carolina,  338,  399 ; 
Florida,    39'.);    Virginia,   not/-,  1 ;  Tennessee   military 
league,  5;  Arkansas,  399;  Louisiana,  5SS-590. 
Secession,  right  of,  Jlr.  Do  .little's amendment  respecting, 
63;  Thomas  E.  Franklin's,  in  Peace  Conference,  and 
David  Dudley  Field's,  69 ;  President  Duchauau's  opin- 
ion, 49. 
Secret  .Associations,  J.  Holt's  report  on,  445-454. 
Seddon,  James  A.,, Member  of  Peace  Conference,  CS;  report 
on  its  proposition,  0;  adjust nn-nt  proposition,  G9;  Dep- 
uty in  Rebel  Provision. 1  Cont;re.*s,  4uJ:  rebel  Secretary 
of  V\  ar,  401 ;  declined  to  receive  Creoles  into  the  mili- 
tary service,  and  the  reason  given,  2SJ. 
Sedgwick,  CnARLKS  E  ,Repieseiitativo  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48:  Thirty-rieveuth,  122;  substitute  for  emanci- 
pation hill,  2')0. 
Seoar,  .)o;Ei>ii,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
123;  claimant  in  TliirtyKiglitli,  an  I  refused,  141 ;  cre- 
dentialsRS  Senator  from  Virginia,  5c7. 
SEIzur^Es  of  Government  property  in  insurrectionary  States, 
28;  Governor  Letcher's  proposed   attempt  on  Fortress 
Monroe,  28. 
Semmks,  TnoM\s  J.,  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401; 

Second,  '102;  on  DeclaraMon  of  Independence,  014. 
Senate  Commiltee  of  Thirteen,  70;  proceedings  of,  70-72. 
Senatb,   United  States,  resolution  respecting  tho  Presi- 
dent's ajiproval  of  the  anti-slavery  amendment,  591 ; 
oath  from  members,  003. 
Sentiyirl^  Richmond,  on  reconstruction  and  on  northern  tem- 
per, 331. 
Sbque.stration  Act,  rebel,  203,  204,  613;  Judge   Magrath's 

decision  on  constitutionality  of,  "206. 
Seward,  Willia.m  II.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
on  Couiniittee  of 'J'liirteiii,  70;  proposition  therein,  71, 
also  respecting  armed  invasion,  71. 
Seward,  William  11.,  Secretary  of  State,  108;  letters  tocora- 
mis.-iioners  of  the  Southern  Coulederacy,  108-111 ;  to 
Daniel  Lord  and  Governor  Washburn  respecting  arrests, 
154;  to  Mr.  Adams  on  tho  Trent  nlTair,  338;  to  Lord 
Lyons,  338;  on  foreign  enlistments,  343,  344;  to  Gov. 
liicks  on  foreign  mediation,  345:  to  Mr.  Dayton  in  re- 
spouse  to  letter  of  31.  Drouyu  do  rilny.i  on  mediation, 
345,346;  letters  of,  ancl  Mr.  Dayton  respecting  the 
French  in  Mexico,  349,350;  to  the  President  on  tho 
Arguelles  case,  355;  declining  to  receive  peace  address 
from  Great  Britain,  400;  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  ILimpton 
Roads  Conference,  570.  Letters  of:  in  response  to  reso- 
lutions of  llie  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
468;  New  School  Presbyterian  Assembly  of  1802,470; 
West  New  Jersey  B.iptist  Association,  476 ;  Philadelphia 
Baptists  of  ISO.',  470;  Vermont  Congregatioualists  of 
1862,481;  Congregational  Welsh  of  Pennsylvania  of 
1862,  481;  Pastoral  Letter  of  Bishops  of  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  493. 
gEXTON,  Frank  B.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 

402;  Second,  402. 
Setmoi'R,  IloKATio,  Govcmor  of  New  York,  letters  to  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Hall  respecting  the  suspension  of  tho 
Journal  of  Commecc  and  ll'ocW  newspapers,  192,  193; 
and  tho  draft  in  New  York  city,  274;  remai  ks  us  chair- 
man of  Democratic  Nalion.-il  Convention,  418,419. 
Seymour,  Thomas  H.,  vote  for  Presidential  candidate  in  the 

Democratic  National  Convention,  420. 
Bhackleford,  Ja.m.  3  M.,  Brigadier  General, orders  respect- 
ing elections,  31.'$,  314. 
Shanks,  John  P.  C.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;    resolution  respecting   return  of  fugitive 
slaves,  238. 
Shannon,  Thomas  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 1-10. 
S'lasta,  (Cal.)  Herald,  on  Pacific  republic,  41. 
Sheffield,  William  P.,  Representative  iu   Thirty-Seventh 

Congress,  122. 
SHELLAnAROER,  Samuel,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 

Congress,  122;  resoluliou  on  tho  war,  230. 
Sheridan,  Philip  II.,  Miyor  General,  vote  on  resolution  of 

thanks  to,  506. 
Sherman,  John,  Representative  iu  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
4"^;  member  of  Border-States  Committee,  73;  i>roposi- 
tion  of  Jidjustmeut,  55;  resolution  respecting  slavery  in 
the  Stiites,  77. 


SHERM.tN,  John,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122; 
Thirty-Eiglitli,  110;  amendment  to  confiscation  bill, 
122;  amendments  to  enrollment  bill,  202,  265  ;  amend- 
ment to  bill  repealiugfugitive  slave  law,  256;  explana- 
tory ri^mnrk  of  vote,  »?f*/e,  243;  amendment  to  bill  to 
employ  colored  persons  in  the  United  States  service, 
275;  amendment  to  legal  tender  bill,  358. 
Sherman,  SocuATEci  N.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 

Congress,  122. 
SHERM.iN,  Thomas  W.,  Brigadier  General,  proclamation  to 

the  people  <.f  South  Carolina,  248. 
Sherman,  William  T.,  Major  General,  on  the  draft  of  1864, 

435. 
Shewmake,  J.  T.,   Rt  presentativo  in  Second   Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 
SniEL,  George  K.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 123. 
Shorteh,  John  Gill,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 

11,  400;  electtd  Governor  of  Alabama,  400. 
Sickles,  Daniel  E.,  Representative  iii  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  adjustment  proposition,  54 ;  report  in  fugi- 
tive slave  case,  250. 
Simmons,  James  F.,  Senator  in   Thirtj'-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122  ;  resigned,  123;  remarks  on  "  per- 
sonal liberty"  laws,  47. 
SIMMS,  William  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401 ;  Second, 
402. 
Simpson,  William  D.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  Second, 402. 
Singleton,  Orno  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  telegram  south,  37;  withdrew,  3;  declara- 
tion respecting  sece-ssion,  52;  Representative  in  First 
Rebel  Congress,  401 :  Second,  402. 
Slaughter,  Thomas  C,  Jlember  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 
Slavery,  Testimony  of  Churches  on.  Old  School  Presbyter, 
ian,  463,  405,  406,  and  attempted  censure  of  in   New 
York  Synod,  406,  407  ;  New  School  Presbyterian,  469- 
471;  Reformed  Piesbyterian,  (Old  School,)  472,  473; 
Reformed   Presbyterian,  473;   Cuinbirland   Presbyte- 
rian, 47.'),  474;  United  Pres'jyterian,  474,  507;  Baptist 
Meeting  ut  Brooklyn,  the  W  est  New  Jersey   Associa- 
tion, and  tho  New  Jersey,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  and  Ohio,  and  American  Baptist  Missionary 
Union,  474-478 ;  Lutheran  General  Synod,  480;  Con- 
gregational, 4S0-4S2;  Congregational  Welsh  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 481,  482;  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch,  483; 
Moravian,  483;   Protestant    Episcopal   Convention  of 
Pennsylvania,  493;  Methodist  Episcopal  General  Con- 
ference of  1800  ami  1m4.  49  l-i'.t'.t,  and  Baltimore  Con- 
ference of  1801,  496;  .Methodist  Protestant  Conference, 
499,  500;  Free  .Methodist  Conferenco  of  New  York,  501 ; 
Wesleyan  Methodists,  546-548;    Evangelical    Associa- 
tion,   General    Conference,  501,  502;  Quaker   Yearly 
Meeting,  503;  Unitarian  Associations,  504,  548;  East 
Pennsylvania  Conference    of  United   Brethren,    504; 
General  Conventions  of  Universalists,  505,  506:  Y'oiuig 


Men's  Christian  A-isocii^ion,  506;  American  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  607  :  Benonites,  603,  004.  In  Insur- 
rectionary States:  Old  School  Presbyterian,  508-513; 
Baptists,  513-515;  Protestant  Episcopal,  515,  616;  Ad- 
dress of  the  "Confederate"  Clergy,  517-521. 

Sl.Wery,  the  avowed  cause  of  secession,  17  ;  Crawford's  res- 
olution respecting  the  Constitution  and,  70;  Sherman's 
resolution  on  non-interference  with,  iu  the  States,  77  ; 
proposed  constitutional  amendment  to  protect,  in 
States,  59,  eO;  other  propositions,  6.'}-75;  Davis's  prop- 
osition respecting,  iu  Senate  Committee  of  Thirteen, 
71 ;  proceedings  to  prohibit  in  tho  Territories,  254,  255  ; 
Isaac  N.  Arnold's  bill  and  substitute,  254;  proceedings 
to  so  amend  the  Constitution  as  to  prohibit,  255-259, 
590;  Aaron  Harding's  resolution  on,  259;  William  R. 
Morrison's  resolution  on,  259 ;  characteristic  incidents 
of,  548. 

Sl.wes,  bill  to  prohibit  employment  of,  in  dock-yards,  238; 
resolution  respecting,  and  vote,  238. 

StJ^VES  to  bo  enrolled  and  drafted,  274;  tho  master  to  re- 
ceive bounty  of  SlOO,  275;  if  drafted  to  bo  free,  275; 
proposed  tax  on,  301 ;  families  to  bo  free,  564,  505. 

Slaves,  rebel  employment  of,  281,  282;  draft  of,  for  military 
service,  282;  views  of  Legislature  of  Alabama,  282; 
tax  imposed  in  1861,  370;  enrollment  of,  428,  611,  612; 
tax  on,  614. 

Slaves,  Religious  Instruction  of,  "  Confederate''  Presby- 
terianson,  513;  Georgia  Baptists,  on  marriage  of,  515; 
"  Confederate"  Episcopalians  upon,  610:  South  Carolina 
Episcopalians,  Georgia  Baptists,  and  Bishop  Verot  of 
Savannah  upon,  54S ;  Transylvania  Presbytery  of  1S61 
upon,  548. 

Sl.wb  Trade,  African,  treaties  and  legislation  concerning, 
1.50-152. 

Slave  Trade,  coastwise,  repeal  of  laws  regulating,  243,  244. 

Slidkll,  John,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48;  with- 
drew, 4;  intermediary  between  Col.  Uhjuo  and  Pregi- 
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dent  Buchanan,  327 ;  correspondence  respecting  eur- 
render  of  to  Great  Britain,  338,  342;  comments  of  the 
London  TrniAs,  342,  343;  votes  in  Congress  on  arrest  of, 
343:  allusion  to  by  Mr.  Dayton,  350;  member  of  com- 
mittee of  secret  disunion  caucus,  392. 

Sloan,  A.  Scott,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 

Sloan,  Ithamar  C,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  propositions  for  constitutional  amendments, 
592. 

Sloops-of-war,  construction  of,  authorized,  89. 

Small  Notes,  proposed  legislation,  363-365 ;  President  Lin- 
coln's veto  of  bill  for,  359. 

Small,  Robert,  bill  for  relief  of,  239.  • 

Smith,  Caleb  B.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68;  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  108,  and  resigned,  108. 

Smith,  Charles,  elected  Free  State  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
436;  vote  in  Louisiana  Convention  on  abolishing 
slavery,  332. 

S.MITH,  Edward  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 

Smith.  E.  Kirbt,  General,  order  for  enrollment  of  negroes, 
428. 

Smith,  Green  Clat,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140 ;  resolutions  relating  to  the  war,  292,  293, 
298. 

SmTH,  James  C,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Smjtii.  James  M.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Congress, 
402. 

SsnTH,  Robert  n..  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,  400. 

Smith,  William,  Representative  in  Tliirtj'-Sixth  Congress, 
i'J:  adjustment  prupcsition,  54;  Representative  in 
First  Rebel  Congress,  402;  resigned  to  accop''.  military 
commission,  402;  elected  Governor  of  A'irginia,  402; 
views  on  reconstruction,  331. 

Smith,  William  E.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gi-ess,  402. 

SiiiTH,  William  N.  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  C  mgress,  4U0; 
Reinesentative  in  First  Congress,  402;  Second,  402; 
statement  of  strength  of  rebel  army,  121,  399. 

Sjuth,  William  R.,  Representative  in  first  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401 ;  Second,  402. 

Smituers,  Nathaniel  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress.  1;10;  amendment  to  enrollment  act,  :;68;  re- 
port on  Louisiana  case,  582-586. 

Ssead,  Thomas  L  ,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 40  . 

Snow,  W'm.  D  ,  credentials  of  aa  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  588. 

SoLWERs,  bills  to  increase  pay,  116,  271,  272;  homesteads 
lor,  :;84. 

Soldiers, Colored,  legislation  concerning, 274-279,  564,505; 
proposed  probibitinu  of  payment  to,  283,  284;  rebel 
facts  concerning,  281-283,  611,  012 — see  "  Colored  Sol- 
diers.'' 

Somes,  Daniel  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
4!^;  member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

SouTii,  overtures  of,  to  the  Northwest,  42. 

South  Carolina,  vote  for  President  in  1860, 1;  members  of 
Tliirty-Si.\th  Congress,  48,  49;  deputies  in  Rebel  Pro- 
visional Congress,  11,  400;  members  of  First  Congress, 
401,402;  Second,  402;  secession  movement  in,  2;  rati- 
fied Confederate  Constitution,  3 ;  Convention  rejects 
co-operative  action,  proffered  by  Virginia,  2;  resolu- 
tions relative  to,  2;  inter-State  commissioners  of,  11 ; 
declaration  of  independence,  12;  seizures  and  sur- 
renders in,  27  :  letter  of  commissioners  of,  to  Mr. 
Buchanan,  29;  Gov.  Pickens  of,  demands  the  surrender 
of  Fort  Sumter,  32;  Fort  Sumter  surrendered,  27  ;  se- 
cession of,  not  the  work  of  a  day,  but  maturing  for 
thirty  years,  18;  Convention  of,  sends  despatch  to 
Mayor  of  Macon,  38  ;  also  to  Mayor  of  New  Orleans, 
39:  personal  liberty  laws,  subject  of  complaint  in  con- 
vention of,  16,  17  ;  report  of  Judge  Withers  to  Conven- 
tion of,  19;  vote  on  secession  ordinance  of,  3i1S,  399  ; 
men  in  the  army,  399. 

Southern  Congress,  Rebel  Provisional,  officers,  and  pro- 
ceeuiugsof,  12,400;  tariff  act  parsed,  12:  conimissioncrs 
admitted  from  North  Carolina,  12;  Constitutiun  of  Pro- 
visional Government  adopted,  12;  assumes  charge  of 
all  questions  and  differences  between  the  "  sovereign 
States  of  the  Confederacy,"  and  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, 12;  Texas  deputies  received,  12;  Jefferson 
Davis,  of  Mississippi,  elected  President,  12;  Alexander 
U.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  elected  Vice  President,  12. 

Southern  manifesto,  37. 

Spain,  A.  C,  Commissioner  from  South  Carolina  to  Ar- 
kansas, 11 ;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 

Spaldino,  Rufus  P.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  bill  to  repeal  liigitive  slave  law,  237. 

Spakbow,  Edward,  Deputy  in  Rubel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,  400;  Sena,tor  in  First  Congress,  401;  Second,  402. 


Sp.4UT,ding,  Elbridge  G.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

Speed,  James,  Attorney  General,  108. 

Spencer,  William  A.,  Letter  for  Convention  in  Maryland,  9. 

Spinner,  Francis  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48. 

Sprague,  William,  Governor  of  Rhode  Island  and  signer  of 
Altoona  address,  2.33 ;  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Spratt,  L.  W.,  Commissioner  from  South  Carolina  to 
Florida,  11;  received  by  Convention,  3;  vote  for  seces- 
sion ordinance,  399. 

Springfield  Mass  Convention,  President  Lincoln's  letter 
to,  335,  336. 

Stallo,  Judge,  Letter  of  Wendell  Phillips  to,  411. 

Stallworth,  James  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  sent  telegram  South,  37  ;  withdrew,  4. 

Stanley,  Edward,  Military  Governor  of  North  Carolina, 
179. 

Stanton,  Benjamin,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  bill  to  re-organize  the  militia  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  77;  to  suppress  insurrection,  77  ;  report 
on  transfer  of  United  States  arms  South,  in  1869-00,  .34. 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.,  Attorney  General,  28;  Secretary  of 
War,  108;  orders  on  military  arrests,  154;  form  of  ap- 
pointment of  military  governor,  179;  instructions  to 
General  Saxton,  251,  .:52;  letter  to  General  Butler  on 
the  latter's  controversy  with  General  Phelps,  2.52;  or- 
ders, &c.,  enforcing  tlie  draft,  272;  letter  on  commuta- 
tion clause  of  enrollment  act,  263;  to  Governor  An- 
drew respecting  colored  enlistments,  279;  reply  on 
alleged  foreign  enlistments,  343;  on  release  of  prison- 
ers, 559,  560;  on  furlonghing  drafted  clergymen,  5&4; 
despatches  touching  Hampton  Roads  Conference,  567- 
569;  order  in  case  of  Robert  Taylor,  of  Tennessee, 
charged  with  the  murder  of  his  slave,  .549,  5.50. 

Stanton,  Mrs.  E.  Cadt.  Letter  to  Fremont  Club,  411. 

Staples,  Waller  R.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  402;  Se- 
cond, 402. 

Star  of  the  West,  fired  upon  by  the  rebels,  27. 

Star,  WusliiityUm,  publication  of  vote  on  Virginia  secession 
ordinance,  notr,  7. 

Starr,  John  K.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

State  of  West  Virginia,  bill  to  erect,  377,  378. 

State  Tax.ation,  on  United  States  bonds  and  national 
banks,  358,  359,  360-364. 

States,  militia  of,  part  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
.Jefferson  Davis's  opinion,  37. 

Stebbixs,  Henry  G.,  Represoutalive  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140 ;  resigned,  559. 

Steele,  Frederick,  Major  General,  President  Lincoln's  let- 
ter'to,  322. 

Steele,  John  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Steele,  William  ((.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Stephens,  Alex.  H.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11, 400;  commissioner  for  Confederate  States  in  making 
the  league  with  Virginia,  8 ;  elected  rebel  Provisional 
Vice  President,  12 ;  permanent,  401 ;  speech  before  the 
Georgia  Legislature  in  186<3,  20-25 ;  fishing  bounties 
discussed  by,  21;  prediction  of  universal  eniancip.ation, 
25  ;  extract  from  speech  in  Georgia  State  Convention, 
25;  extract  from  address  in  1859, 25, 26;  "Confederate" 
Constitution  expounded  by,  103, 104 ;  correspondence 
with  Secretary  Welles,  respecting  pass  to  Washington, 
note,  307  ;  views  of,  on  reconstruction,  331 ;  Letters  on 
Peace,  430, 431, 457-459 ;  at  Hampton  Roads  Conference, 
567,  668,  569,  571. 

Stephens,  Li.vton,  peace  resolutions  of,  in  Georgia  Legisla- 
ture, 621,  622. 

Stevens,  R.  F.,  reply  to  J.  Holt's  report,  note,  446. 

Stevens,  Thaddeus,  Keprenentative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Kighth,140;  in- 
demnity bill  of,  184;  propositions  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution, 258;  substitute  for  the  enrollment  bill,  266, 
207;  amondiuent  to,  268;  bill  for  enlistment  of  250,000 
colored  soldiers,  and  modification,  276;  joint  resolution 
offering  to  free  all  slaves  who  leave  their  masters  oraid 
in  suppressing  the  rebellion,  287  ;  resolution  relative  to 
the  war,  288  ;  amendment  to  "  legal  tender  "  bill,  358 ; 
letter  of  Secretary  Chase  to,  on  •'  legal  tenders,"  358, 
359;  substitute  lor  loan  bill,  360;  substitute  tor  na- 
tional currency  bill,  363,  364 ;  resolution  of  inquiry  for 
Hampton  Roads  Conference,  note,  566. 

Stevens,  William  H.,  .Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Stevenson,  John  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  adjustmeul  proposition,  54. 

Stevenson,  William  E.,  motion  in  Baltimore  Convention, 
405. 

Stewart,  George  II.,  of  Maryland,  proceedings  of,  393,  and 
noU,  394. 
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Stewart,  James  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  adjustment  proposition,  55. 

Stewart,  William,  Representative  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 

Stewart,  Willum  M.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
559. 

Stiles,  John  D.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 123 ;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Stockton,  Robert  F.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference.  67. 

Stokes,  William  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49. 

Stone,  Charles  P.,  Brigadier  General,  resolution  respecting 
arrest  of,  179;  President  Lincoln's  reply,  180. 

Story,  Joseph,  Justice,  upon  freedom  of  tlie  press,  188. 

Stout,  Lansing,  Representative  in  Thirtj--Sixth  Congress, 
49 ;  member  of  Committee  of  Thirty-three,  53 ;  report 
of,  58. 

Stovell,  B.  L.,  Speaker  of  Tennes-see  rebel  Senate,  281. 

Sieatton,  John  L.  N.,  Representative  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seveath,  122;  member  of  Committee 
of  Thirty-three,  53. 

Strickland,  U.uidy,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401. 

Strong,  William,  Justice, opinion  on  onrollment  act,  273, 

Strouse,  Mv£R,  Representative  in  Thirty -Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

Strtkef!,  Thomas  J.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Stuart,  Alexander  11.  II.,  vote  on  secession  ordinance, 
nolf.,  7;  adjustment  proposition,  74;  delegjite  from  Vir- 
ginia to  President  Lincoln,  112. 

Stuart,  John  T.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 

Substitutio.v,  votes  on  abolishing,  264,  26S,  563 ,  rebel 
abolition  of,  119. 

Sullivan,  Alokrnon  S.,  Letter  of  Secretary  Seward  on  ar- 
rest of,  154. 

Summers,  George  W.,  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  note,  7  ; 
member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Sumner,  Charles,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
TliirtySiV.-utli,  122;  Thirty-Eiglith,  140;  resolution 
respecting  arrests,  ISO;  proposition  in  Thirty-Second 
Congress  t'iri'|)4  mI  tlie  fugltivesIavelaw,2;J4,235;  pmp- 
ositions  on  sullrage  to  colored  persons,  241,  on  exclu- 
ding them  imm  the  cars,  241,  242,  on  making  them 
■witnesses,  242,  243,  442,  and  on  repealing  the  laws 
regulating  the  coiwstwiso  slave  trade,  243;  pmposed 
constitvitioual  aiuendmeut,  255;  freednien's  bill,  260; 
oil  ecjualiziiig  the  pay  of  soldiers,  277  ;  amendments  to 
the  reconstruction  bill,  318,  tin-  Missouri  bill,  225,  226, 
to  the  national  currency  bill,  3(55,  to  letters  of  marque, 
377,  and  West  Virginia  bill, 377 ;  res<dutioiis  on  Foreign 
Jlediiition,  340,  347,  on  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  2.i|, 
and  the  relations  uf  the  ijisurrectionary  State-s  322, 
323,  326,  327  ;  letter  respecting  tlio  President  and  eman- 
cipation, 233;  resolutions  relative  to  the  insurrectionary 
States,  320,  to  tlie  Rebel  debt,  575.  to  representation  in 
the  Senate,  5SS,  of  inquiry  for  the  Uampton  Roads 
Conference,  nolc,  569;  proposition  in  the  Louisiana 
case,  5'0 ;  rrsolution  relativo  to  tbo  ratification  of  a 
constitutional  amendment,  591;  proposed  constitutional 
anu-nilmeut  respi'Cting  representation,  592 ;  now  rule 
of  the  Senate,  natf,  602. 

Sumter,  Fort,  surrendered,  27;  correspondence  pending 
bombardment,  113,  114;  spirit  of  the  rebel  press,  114; 
Jeremiah  Cleinons's  statement  respecting,  112. 

Supreme  Ccmrt  of  the  United  Stales,  President  Lincoln's 
reconmieiidatiou  coiicoruing,  131 ;  Vallandigham's  case 
in,  175. 

Surrenders  of  Oovemment  property  in  the  insurrectionary 
States,  28. 

Swain,  David  L.,  Commissioner  from  North  Carolina  to 
Provisional  Congress.  12. 

Swan,  William  G.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
402;  Second,  402. 

Sweat,  Lorenzo  D.  M,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 

Congress.  140. 
Swift,  W.  C.  N  ,  purchase  of  Government  arms,  in  1860.  35. 
Stnod,  Presbyterian,  proi>08eu  action  of  New  York,  in 
18t>4,  466,  467  ;  action  of,  in  1861.  and  reply  of  Secretary 
Seward,  467,  468;  of  Missouri  in  1861  and  1864,  468;  of 
Kentucky  in  1S64,  468;  action  of  South  Carolina 
Synod,  in  1860,  508. 


Tahey,  Rooer  B.,  Cliief  Justice,  opinion  of,  in  Merryman 
case,  155-158;  remarks  on  General  Cad walader's  refusal 
to  obey  his  writ,  Vna. 

TiPPAN,  Mason  W.,  Representative  in  Tliirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  member  of  Committee 
of  Thirty-three,"  63;  report  of,  57. 

Tariff  acts  of  1861,  1862.  and  1864,  enactment  of,  361.  362. 

T&BIFF  laws  of  the  United  States  alluded  to  as  a  cause  of 
•eceeoion,  17. 


Tarifp,  rebel,  12. 

Tax,  income,  special  war,  357. 

Tax  on  slaves,  proposed,  and  votes,  361,  362;  rebel,  laid  !■ 

1861,  370. 
Taxation,  our,  357,  361-368. 
Taxation,  rebel,  36S-373,  013,  614,  619. 
Taxation,  State,  proceedings  in  Congress  respecting,  359. 

360, 364. 
Taylor,  Bayard,  chargC  d'affaires,  intercepts  Confederate 

despatch,  151.    - 
Taylor,  Joseph  W.,  adjustment  proposition  of,  74,  75. 
Taylor,  Miles,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  49; 
withdrew.  4 ;  member  of  Committee  of  Thirty-three,  53; 
report  of,  58. 
Taylor,  Rodert,  of  Tennessee,  court-martial  of,  548,  549. 
Telegraph,  how  it  aided  secession,  37. 
Ten  Eyck,  John  C,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48 ; 
Thirty-Seveuth,  122:    Thirty-Eighth,   140  ;  resolution 
relating  to  the  war,  2S8;  proposition  in  Louisiana  case, 
578. 
Tennessee,  vote  for  President  in  1860,1;  members  of  Peace 
Conlerenoe,  68;   Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48;    Thirty- 
Seventh,  122;  almission   to  the  "  Confederacy,"  401 ; 
Deputies  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11,  400;  Mem- 
bers of  First  Congress,  401,  402 ;  Second,  402 ;  secession 
movement  in  Legislature  of,  5:  vote  on  adopting  the 
league  with  the  Confederate  States,  5;  reconstruction 
in,  and  abolition  of  slavery,  332. 
Tennessee,  act  of  rebel  Legislature  of,  for  enrollment  of 
free  persons  of  color   into  the  milit;iry  service  of  th« 
Sute,  281 :  men  in  the  army,  399. 
Tennesseans,  Protest  of,  against  Governor  Johnson's  eleo- 
tion  Proclamation  of  1864,  438-441;  rei)ly  of  Presideat 
Lincoln,  425. 
Teeritohies,  bill  pa.ssed  settling  disputed  questions  con- 
cerning, b'.i,  90;  to  i)rohibit  slavery  in,  'Z'>i,-.ib;  to  pro- 
hil>it  polygamy  in  Utah,  376 ;  enabling  act  lor  Nebraska, 
377. 
Tevis,  Lieut.  Col.,  order  of,  respecting  Maryland  election, 

his  arrest  and  release,  311. 
Texas,  vote  for  President,  in  1860, 1;  members  of  Thirty- 
Sixth  Congress,  4H,  49 ;  luimission  to  the  '"  Contederacy," 
401;  Deputies  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11,  400; 
Membersof  First  Congress.  402;  Second.  402;  secession 
movemtnt  iiiOonventiunand  Legislature  of.  4;  ratified 
confederate  constitution,  4 ;  soiicures  and  surrenders  in, 
28  ;  men  in  the  army,  399. 
Thayer,  Andrew  J.,  Represenhitive in  Thirty-Seveuth  Oon- 

gress.  122;  unseateit,  123. 
Thaver,  Eli,  Rcpreseutativo  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congre-ss,  -18; 

proposition  of  adjustment,  53. 
Thayer,  M.  Russell,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 
Thomas,  Benjamin  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 

Congress,  122. 
Thomas,  Francis,  Representative  in   Thirty  Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Eiglith,  140;  on  compensated  eman- 
cipaliou,  213-217  ;  amendment  to  the  enrollment  bill, 
26'J;  on  (hsunion  caucus  of  1835,  390. 
Thomas,  J.  A.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  letter  on  citi- 
zenship of  colored  jursous,  iinU,  382. 
Thomas,  James  U.,  Representative  in   Thirty-Sixth   Con- 
gress, 49;  Deputy  in  Rebel   Provisional  Congress,  400. 
Thomas,  J.  Hanson,  arrest  of,  152. 

TH0.MA8,  John,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 
Thomas,  Philip  F.,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  resigna- 
tion, 2^i;  bids  for  public  loan  under,  363. 
Thomason,  lluoii  F.,  votes  in  Secession  Couvention  of  .Ar- 
kansas, 399 ;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congrepis,  400. 
Thompson,  Jacob,  Secretary  of  the   Interior,  and   resigna- 
tion, 28;  conmiissionerfrom  Mississippi  to  North  Caro- 
lina, 11;  received  by  Iftter,  5;  in  Canada,  301. 
Thompson,  JA.ME8,  Justice,  decision  on  enrollment  act,  273, 

274. 
Thompson,  Philip  B.,  Member  of  bogus  Legislative  Council 

of  Kentucky,  8. 
Thomson,  John  R.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 

Thirty-Seventh,  122;  deali,  12.J. 
TiBBS,  William  G.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 

402. 
Tobacco,  rebel  regulations  for  destroying,  117. 
Tod,  David,  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  signer  of  Altoona  Ad- 
dress, 233 ;  vote  for  Vice  President  in  Uuiou  National 
Convention.  407. 
Todd,  J.  B.  S.,  Delegate  from  Dacotah,  declaration  of,  note, 

590. 
Tolen,  John,  Major,  report  of,ln  fugitive  slave  case, 250. 
Tompkins,  C'vdnor  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 

gri*s,  49. 
TooMBs,  Robert,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  43:  on 
Senate  Committee  of  Thirteen,  70;  propositions  in,  71; 
despatch  to  L.  M.  Keitt,  37;  telegraphic  mnnifesfoand 
seusational  ilespatvli  of, 37.3^;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Prnvi- 
sioual  Congress,  11,  400;  provisional  Secretary  of  StMt« 
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and  resignation,  and  appointed  brigadier  general,  12, 
400;  elected  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401;  letter 
on  reconstruction,  331. 
TOTTEN,  A.  O.  W.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68;  com- 
missioner for  Tennessee  in  making  a  league  with  Con- 
federate Statf's,  5. 
TowNSEND,  DwiGHT,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 659  ;  proposition  relative  to  Peace,  575. 
TRiCT,  Henkt  W..  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 
Train,  Charles  R.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 

48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 
Transylvania  Presbytery  of  1861,  on  the  marriage  of 

slaves,  548. 
Treat,  Amos,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 
Tre  vt,  S.  II.,  Judge,  decision  on  enrollment  act,  273. 
Trenholm,  Georce  a.,  rebel  Secretary  of  Treasury,  401. 
Trent  Affair,  the, 338-343;  Seci  etary  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 
338 ;  Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons,  338 ;  Secretary  Seward 
to  Lord  Lyons,  338-342 ;  Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons,  342; 
comment  of  the  London  Times,  342,  343 ;  action  of  Con- 
gress on,  343. 
Trimble,  Carey  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Si.xth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122. 
Trimble,  Isaac  G.,  in  command  at  Baltimore,  and  subsequent 

career,  393,  and  note. 
Triplett,  George  W.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 
Trippe,  Robert  P.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 

401. 
Trowbridge,  Rowland  E.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 

Congress,  122. 
Trcmbdll,  Lyman,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  amendment 
to  Jeff.  Davis's  bill  for  sale  of  United  States  arms,  36; 
report  on  Baltimore  police  commissioners,  179  ;  reso- 
lution respecting  arrests,  179 ;  proposition  to  repeal 
joint  resohttion  of  July  17, 1862,  on  confiscation,  203 — 
Bee  260, 562;  joint  resolution  proposing  amendments  to 
theConstitutiin,256;  proposition  to  repeal  the  commu- 
tiition  clause  of  enrollment  bill,  note,2Sl ;  resolution  on 
unemployed  generals,  285;  amendment  to  resolution 
respecting  the  cause  of  the  war,  286;  proposition  to 
enforce  the  laws  iu  all  the  States,  291;  substitute  for 
bill  to  encourage  emancipation  in  Missouri,  225,  .26; 
reports  on  Arkansas  Senators,  320,  588 ;  proposition  rel- 
ative to  courts-martial,  562 ;  bill  to  allow  bail  in  certain 
cases,  562,  and  relative  to  representation  iu  the  Elec- 
toral College,  578. 
TCCK,  Amos,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68 ;  proposition 

for  a  Convention,  69. 
Torner,  Josiah,  Jr.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402;  resolutions  on  peace,  614,  615. 
Turner,  Lewis  C,  Judge  Advocate,  instructions  to  United 

Slates  Marshals,  &c.,  272. 
Turner,  Thomas  J.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 
TuRPiE,  David,  Senator  in  Tliirty-Seventh  Congress,  123. 
Tuttle,  James  M.,  Brigadier  General,  orders  at  Natchez, 

respecting  contrabands,  253. 
Twenty-negro  exemiition  law,  rebel,  and  repeal,  120. 
Twiggs,  David  E.,  Major  General,  surrender  by,  of  his  com- 
mand in  Texas,  28. 
Tyler,  Erastus  B.,  Brigadier  General,  order,  respecting  an 

election  in  Delaware,  312. 
TrLER,  John,  Sr.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68 ;  elected 
President,  68;  report  of  Peace  Conference,  6;  commis- 
sioner for  Virginia  in  making  a  league  with  the  "  Con- 
federate States,"  8;  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400. 

V 


Underwood,  John  C,  Judge,  opinion  of,  on  confiscation  act, 
206,207;  on  colored  persons  as  witnesses,  442,  443; 
credentials  as  Senator  from  Virginia,  588. 

Underwood,  Joseph  K.,  Letter  of  Brig.  Gen.  Buell  to,  250. 

Underwood,  J.  W  H.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49  ;  sent  telegram  South,  37  ;  withdrew,  3. 

Underwood,  Levi,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Unemployed  Generals,  proceedings  in  Congress  concern- 
ing, 285 — see  "Generals." 

Union,  jjreservation  of  national,  resolutions  concerning, 
75,  285. 

Union  League,  platform  of  1864,  410. 

Union  National  Convention,  proceedings  of,  403-410. 

Unitarian  Church,  resolutions  of  Western  Unitarian  As- 
sociation, 504 ;  other  facts  concerning,  504  ;  of  Spring- 
field Convention  of  18t)3,  548. 

United  Brethren  Church,  resolutions  of  East  Pennsylva- 
nia Conference,  504 ;  President  Lincoln's  and  Secretary 
Stanton's  order  for  the  occupation  of  churches  in  the 
insurrectionary  States,  622. 


United  States  Flag,  to  be  snppressed  in  Baltimore,  no/«, 
394;  Policeman  Daneker's  refusal  to  "  condescend  "  to 
pull  it  down,  and  resignation  of  place,  394;  William 
T.  Butler's  resignation,  394. 

Universalist  Church, resolutions  of  General  Conventions 
of  1861,  1862,  1863,  and  1864,  505,  506. 

Upson,  Charles,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  repoft  on  Louisiana  case,  582-586. 

Upton,  Charles  H.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122 ;  unseated,  123. 

Usher,  John  P.,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  108 ;  report  of, 
on  colonization  experiment,  note,  212. 

Utah,  polygamy  in,  act  to  prohibit,  376. 


Vallandigham,  Clement  L.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  49 ;  Thirty-Seventh,  122 ;  propositions  of  ad- 
justment, 55,  73;  arrest  and  trial,  162;  refusal  of 
Judge  Leavitt  to  grant  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  his 
^  opinion,  102;  order,  directing  that  he  be  sent  beyond 
the  lines,  162;  letter  on  retaliation,  175;  case  in 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  175;  correspondence 
concerning,  167-175;  return  and  address  at  Hamilton, 
176;  at  Dayton,  176;  notices  by  the  press,  177 ;  amend- 
ment to  army  appropriation  bill,  2S3;  resolutions  re- 
lating to  the  war,  288;  peace  resolution,  296;  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  Trent  affair,  343;  resolution  of  cen- 
sure of  President  Lincoln,  380;  motion  to  make  Geu. 
McClellan"s  nomination  unanimous,  420:  allusion  in 
his  Sydney  speech  to  the  Chicago  Platform,  wo^e,  421; 
letter  to  the  iV/  iv  York  Xews,  423. 

Van  Bcren,  Joun,  letter  of  George  N.  Sanders  to,  3.30. 

Vance,  Zebulon  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 497;  correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis  on 
peace,  306,  307  ;  views  on  reconstruction,  331. 

Vandever,  William,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  Thirty  Seventh,  122:  member  of  Peace  Con- 
ference, 68;  of  Border  States  Committee,  73;  resolu- 
tion on  the  war,  291. 

Van  Horn,  Burt,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 

Van  Valkenburgh.  Robert  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty- 
Seventh  Congress,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140. 

Van  Winkle,  Peter  G.,  Senator  iu  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
140. 

Van  Wyck,  Charles  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  48  ;  Thirtj'-Seventh,  122. 

Veatch,  James  C,  Brig  Gen.,  order  respecting  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Churches  in  Memphis,  622,  52a. 

Venable,  Auram  W.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 400. 

Vermont,  vote  for  President  in  1860, 1 ;  in  1864,  623 ;  mem- 
bers of  Peace  Conference,  67  ;  Thirty  Si.Kth  Congress, 
48;  Tliirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  "personal 
liberty"  laws,  44,  47  ;  vote  of  Legislature  on  ratifying 
the  anti-slavery  amondraeut.  596. 

Verree,  John  P.,  Representitive  iu  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thii-ty-Seveuth,  122. 

Vessels,  United  States,  disposition  of — see  "  Report." 

Vest,  George  G.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
400;  Representative  iu  First  Rebel  Congress,  402; 
Second,  402;  Senator  iu  Second,  611. 

ViBBARD,  CuAiNCEY,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

VicKSBLRG,  President  Lincoln's  remarks  on  fall  of,  334, 335. 

ViLLERE,  Charles  J.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 401 ;  Second,  402. 

Virginia,  vote  tor  President  in  1860,  1 ;  members  of  Peace 
Conference,  67  ;  of  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48,  49; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  141,  587,  588; 
Governor  Letcher's  purchase  of  arms  prior  to  secession, 
36,  36;  address  of  members  of  Congress  to  the  people, 
39;  answer  of  President  Lincoln  to  the  delegation  from, 
112;  resolution  of  Convention,  112;  reconstruction 
movement  and  abolition  of  slavery  in,  321 ;  vote  of 
Legislature  on  ratifying  the  ami-slavery  amendment, 
598;  bill  to  erect  West  Virginia  out  of  parts  of,  377, 
378.  In  Rebellion  :  Proposal  to  co-operate  with  South 
Carolina,  2;  secession  inuvement  in, 5-8;  vote  on  ordi- 
nance of  secession,  note,  7  ;  league  with  the  Rebel 
States,  8;  admission  to  the  "Confederacy,"  401 ;  Depu- 
ties in  Rebi.^1  Provisional  Congress,  40U;  members  ol 
First  Congress,  401,  402;  Second,  402;  action  of  Legis- 
lature on  guerrillas,  119;  peace  resolutions  and  dis- 
cussion in  Legislature  of,  304,  620,  621 ;  men  in  the 
army,  399;  bill  for  the  employment  of  slaves,  note,  612. 
Voorhees,  Daniel  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  vote  for  VicePresj. 
dent  in  Democratic  Natimial  Couvention,  420. 
Volunteering,  rebel  restrictions  upon,  120. 
Volunteers,  the  several  calls  for,  114,  115,  270. 
Vroom,  Peter  D.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 
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Wabe,  Benjamin  F.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48; 
Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  On  Commit- 
tee of  Thirteen,  70 ;  amendments  to  reconstruction 
bill,  318;  paper  on  failure  of  said  bill,  332;  action  in 
Louisiana  case,  580. 

Wade. Edwakd, liepiesentative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  49. 

Wadsworth,  James  S.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 

Wadsworth,  William  H.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140 ;  resolution  on  the 
powers  of  the  President,  327. 

TTaite,  Carlos  A.,  Colonel,  appointed  to  supersede  General 
Twiggs  in  Texas,  28. 

Waldro.v,  IIenet,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
123. 

Walker,  Amasa,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 123. 

Walker,  Lfrot  Pope,  Commissioner  from  Alabama  to  Ten- 
nessee, 11 ;  Piovisional  Secretary  of  War,  and  resigna- 
tion, 12,  400;  correspondence  with  Beauregard  before 
bombardment  of  Sumter,  113,  114;  speech  after,  114; 
appointeil  brigadier  general,  400. 

Walker,  Richard  Wilde,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 11,  400;  Senator  in  Second  Congress,  402. 

Wall,  Jame3  W.,  arrest  of,  153;  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  123. 

Wall,  William,  Representiitive  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122. 

Wallace,  John  W.,  Representiitive  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122. 

Wallace,  Lewis,  Major  General,  suppression  of  Evening 
Tra7iscript,  ]{altiinoro,  192 ;  c>infisc;ilion  orders  revoked, 
207,  208;  correspondence  with  Governor  Bradlord,  311, 
312. 

Wallai'e,  W.  II.,  delegate  from  Idaho,  declaration  of,  Tu>te, 
590. 

Wallis,  S.  Teackle.  arrest  of,  152 ;  motions  and  votes  in 
Maryland  Legislature,  390-.'i98. 

Walton,  Ciiarlss  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

Walto.n.  E.  P.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122  ;  substitutes  for  emancipation 
bills,  200,  202. 

War,  new  article  of,  237,  238;  resolutions  relating  to  its 
objects,  285-290;  to  its  prosecution,  290-294 ;  extract 
from  rules  of,  for  the  protection  of  colored  soldiers, 
280;  special  income,  tax,  357. 

War,  the,  how  and  why  made  upon  the  United  States,  112- 
114. 

Ward,  C.  L.,  letter  of  Mr.  Ptndleton  to,  422. 

Ward,  Elijah,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
122:  Thirtv-Eighth.  140. 

Ward,  O.  T.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 

Wariilvw,  D.  Loii.i,  remarks  in  South  Carolina  Conven- 
tion, 17  ;  vote  on  ordinance  of  secession,  399. 

Wariield,  Henry  M.,  arrest  of,  1S2 ;  votes  in  Maryland 
Legislature,  390-;;98. 

Washuurn,  Cadwalladlr  C,  Representative  in  Thirty- 
Sixth  Congress,  49;  on  Cuuimittee  of  Thirty-Three, 
53 ;  report  of,  57  ;  member  of  Peace  Conferentie,  68. 

Washuurn,  Israei,  Jr.,  Representative  in  Thirty  Sixth  Con- 
gress, and  re.signation,  48 ;  St^cretary  Seward's  letter 
to,  respecting  Rubcrt  Elliott's  arrest,  154;  Governor  of 
Maine,  and  signer  <.  f  Altoona  address,  233. 

WASftiiL'RN,  William  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Cou'iress,  140. 

Washijurne.  Ellibi;B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  ihirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140; 
resolution  to  expel  Alexander  Long,  387 ;  letter  of 
Gen.  Grant  to,  on  Reconstruction,  note,  571. 

Waters,  Richard  P.,  Member  of  Peaci>  Conference,  67. 

Wat.so.n,  J.  W.  C,  S^iator  in  Second  Rebel  Congress,  402. 

Waul.  T.  N.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11, 
400. 

Watne,  James  M.,  Justice  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  opinion  in  the  Vallandigham  case,  175 ;  the 
latter's  comment  at  Hamilton,  176. 

Weuster,  Edwin  H.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress. 48;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  140; 
views  on  compi-usated  emancipation,  213-217  ;  instruc- 
tions to  Conference  Committee  on  Montana  bill,  240, 
241. 

Weed,  Thurlow.  Letter  replying  to  Judge  Campbell's  te- 
fiections  on  Secretary  Seward,  111,  112. 

Welles,  Gideon,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  108 ;  correspond- 
ence with  Alexander  II.  Stephens,  note,  307  ;  letter  on 
alleged  foreign  ciilistinent.s.  344,  345. 

Wells,  .\lfred.  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress.  48. 

VVel.^11,  Israel,  Rupreseutatire  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 
401 ;  Second, 402. 

VVE.SLLVAN  Mk.tiiodist,  action  of  General  Conference  of 
1864,646-548;  testimony  on  slavery,  546,  547,  548;  let- 
ter tv  President  Lincoln,  546,  547. 


West  Chestkb  Jeffeesonian,  damage  for  the  seizure  of. 

441,  442. 
West  Virginia,  Bill  to  erect  State  of,  377,  378,  and  nnte; 
vote    of   Legislature    on    ratifying    the    anti-slav.-ry 
amendment,  599 ;  vote  at  Presidential  election  of  1864, 
623. 
Whaley,   Kellian  v..  Representative  in   Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  Thirty-Eighth,  141;  on  select  commit- 
tee on  compensated  emancipation,  213;  amendment  to 
West  Virginia  bill,  377. 
Wharncliffe,  Lord,  correspondence  with  Mr.  Adams.  460. 
Wharton,  T.  J.,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi  to  Tennes- 
see, 11. 
Wheeler,  Ezra,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress, 
141;  amendment  to  proposed    constitutional  amend- 
ment, 257. 
Wheeler,  William  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 

Congress,  122. 
Whig,  Hichinonu,  on  repealing  substitution,  121;  on  the 

Rebel  Governors,  430. 
White,  Albert  S.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  resolution  for  select  committee  on  conipei»- 
sated  emancipation,  213;  Missouri  and  Maryland  bills, 
224,  226. 
White,  Chilton  A.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Eiprhth,  140. 
White,  D.  V.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  400. 
White,  Josfph  W.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140. 
White,  Thomas,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67. 
WHiTi.LEY,  WiixiA.M  G.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  onConimitteeof  Thirty-three,  53;  reiM>rt,  68. 
Whitfilld,  R.  H.,  Representiitive  in  Second  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 
Whitthorne,  W.  C,  Speaker  of  Tennessee  Rebel  House  ol 

Representatives,  2>il. 
WiCKHAM,  William  S  C,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel 

Congress,  402. 
WiCKLiFFE,  Charles  A.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68; 
Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  122;  at 
Border  States  interview  with  the  President,  'Al ;  views 
on  compensati'd  emancipation,  213-217 ;  aniendmeut 
to  enrollment  bill,  261;  propositions  relati  g  to  the 
w.ir,  288 ;  to  the  rebellious  Stiites,  323,  324;  resolutions 
for  reassembling  Democratic  National  Couvimtion,  and 
for  "letting  the  captives  free,"  420. 
WlOFALL,  Lous  T.,  Senator  in  Tliirty-S'xth  Congre«8,  48; 
intermediary  botwcin  Colonel  IJayne  and  President 
Buchanan,  o2;  l)''];ii(y  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
11,400;  appointed  Brigadier  General,  401;  Senator  in 
First  Congress,  401 ;  Second,  402;  remarks  on  peace,  616. 
Wilcox,  John  \.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress, 

402 ;  death,  402. 
Wilcox,  Orlando  B.,  Major  General,  despatches  respecting, 

Hampton  Roads  Conference,  567. 
Wild,  E.  A.,  Brigadier  General,  orders  respecting  churches 
in  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  542,  and  ilev.  S.  H.  Wing- 
field,  553. 
Wilder,  A.  Carter,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 141. 
Wilkes,  Peter  F.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel  Coi> 

gress,  402. 
Wilkinson,  Morton  S.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
1'22;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  amendment  to  the  Montana 
bill,  240. 
WiLLEY,  Waitman  T.,  vote  on  secession  ordinance  of  Vii^ 
ginia,no/«,  7  ;  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  123; 
Thirty-Eighth,  140;  report  on  excluding  colored  ptr- 
suns  from  street  cars,  242;  amendment  to  the  Ireod- 
nien's  bill,  260;  resolutions  on  the  war,  288. 
Williams,  John,  one  of  the  Tennessee  protesters,  4.'58-441. 
Williams,  T.,  Brigadier  General,  Order  to  turn  all  fugitives 

from  ills  camps,  251. 
Williams,  Thomas,  Rei)resentative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 141;  resolutions  on  the  relations  of  the  rebellious 
States,  328,  329 ;  on  Peace,  575 ;  action  on  Conliseatioii, 
562,  563. 
Williamson,  Benjamin,  .Member  of  Pea;e  Conference,  67. 
WiLMOT,  David,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  67  ;  Senator 

in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  1'22. 
Wilson,  Henry,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48 ;  Thii^ 
ty-Soventli,  122 :  1  hirty-Eighth,  140 ;  substitute  for  res- 
olution relative  to  General  Stone's  arrest,  180;  bill  to 
amend  the  fugitive  slave  law,  235;  proposition  respect- 
ing slaves  in  dock-yards,  '238 ;  lunendments  to  freed- 
men's  bill,  260;  enrollment  bill,  261 ;  army  appropria- 
tion bill,  277  ;  the  militia  bill,  275. 
Wilson,  James,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 

49. 
Wilson,  James  F.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, liJ;  Thirty-Eighth.  140:  amendatory  joint  reso- 
lution on  contiscation,  202;  resolution  to  ratify  the 
emancipation  proclamation,  2:;0  ;  ou  Select  Committee 
on  compensated  emaucip.itiou,  213 ;  resolutioiu  respecU 
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ing  an  additional  article  of  war,  238,  and  homesteads  for 
soldiers,  284 ;  proposition  on  re-construction,  577  ;  re- 
port on  repealing  act  relating  to  habeas  corpus,  562. 

WasoN.  Robert,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress,  123; 
views  on  compensated  emancipation,  213-217  ;  amend- 
ments to  the  Missouri  bill,  225. 

Wilson,  W.  S.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress,  11, 
400. 

WIN.4N3,  Ross,  arrest  of,  152 ;  votes  in  Maryland  Legislature, 
396-398;  also,  894. 

WiNANS,  Thomas,  proposed  Member  of  Board  of  Public  Safe- 
ty of  Maryland,  9. 

WlNDOM,  William,  Representative  in  Thirty-Si.vth  Congress, 
49;  Thirty-Seventh,  122;  Thirty-Eighlh,  141 ;  on  Ooin- 
mitttee  of  Thirty-three,  53;  proposed  constitutional 
amendment,  .58. 

WiNFiELD,  CHAitLES  H.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  140. 

WiNGFlELD,  S.  11.,  Reverend,  orders  of  Major  General  Butler 
and  Brigadier  General  Wild  respecting,  5.5o. 

W'iNSi.ow,  Warren,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49;  on  Committee  of  Thirty-three, 53;  report  uf, 
56. 

Winston,  John  Anthost,  Commissioner  from  Alabama  to 
Arkansas,  1 . . 

Wisconsin,  vote  for  President  in  ISOO,  1;  in  ISM,  623; 
Diembeis  of  Thirty-Si.\th  Congress, 49  ;  Thirty-Seventh, 
122,  123;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  vote  of  Legislature  on 
ratifying  the  anti-slavery  ameudiiiei.t,  599. 

Wise,  Henry  A.,  proposiiion  in  Viigiui.i  Convention  for 
Confederate  recognition,  6,  7 ;  vote  on  secession  ordi- 
nance, nfde,  7  ;  in  caucus  i.f  1835,  390. 

Withers,  Thomas  J,,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Congress, 
2,  11,  400;  report  in  South  Carolina  Convention,  18,  19, 
20;  vote  on  secession  ordinance,  399. 

WiTHERSPOON,  James  M.,  Representative  in  Second  Rebel 
Congress,  4U2. 

Witnesses,  colored  persons  as,  in  United  States  courts,  242, 
243,  442;  Judge  Underwood's  opinion  respecting,  442, 

44;j. 

WOT.C0TT,  C.  p..  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68,  note. 

Wood,  Benjamin,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress, 122;  Thirty-Kighth,  140;  peace  proposition,  294, 
295. 

Wo^iD,  Fernando,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth  Con- 
gress, 140;  Kew  York  as  a  free  city,  4J;  con  espondeuce 
with  President  Lincolu  on  peace,  296,  297  ;  proiwsitions 
respecting  peace,  297,  298,  574;  letter  of  George  N. 
Sanders  to,  330. 

Wood,  John,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68, 

Wood,  John,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48. 

Wood,  William  B.,  Colonel,  Secretary  Beujamin's  order  to, 
respecting  East  Tennessee  bridge-burners,  187. 
•  Woodbridoe,    Frederick    E.,   Representative    in    Thirty- 
Eighth  Congress,  140. 

Woodruff,  John,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
48. 

Woodruff,  George  C^  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

WOCDSON,  Samuel  II.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, 49 ;  on  Peace  Conference  proposition,  70, 

WoowwiEo,  Q£Osa£  W^  Justice,  decision  on  enrollment  act, 


2io,  274;  General  McClellan's  letter  respecting  the 
election  of,  as  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  386. 

Wool,  John  E.,  Major  General,  Member  of  Peace  Confer- 
ence, 67  ;  orders  respecting  contrabands,  248. 

WooLFORD,  Frank,  Colonel,  resolution  relative  to  imprison- 
ment, and  reply,  560. 

Worcester,  Samuel  T.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122. 

World,  New  York,  seizure  ofofBce,  and  subsequent  proceed- 
ings, 192-194. 

WoRTHiNGTON,  llENRT  G.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Eighth 
Congress,  559. 

Wright,  Augustus  R.,  Deputy  in  Rebel  Provisional  Con- 
gress, 11,  400;  Representative  in  First  Congress,  401; 
peace  proposition,  305. 

Wright,  Crafts  J.,  Secretary  of  Peace  Conference,  68. 

Wright,  IIexdrick  B.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Seventh 
Congress,  122;  resolution.s  on  the  war,  288-291. 

Weight,  John  C,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  68;  death 
of,  68. 

Weight,  John  V.,  Representative  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
49 ;  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  402 ;  Sec- 
ond, 402. 

Weight,  Joseph  A.,  Senator  in  Thirty-Seventh  Congress, 
123 ;  superseded,  123, 

Weight,  William,  Sen.itor  in  Thirty-Eighth  Congress,  140. 

Wright,  William  B.,  Representative  in  First  Rebel  Con- 
gress, 402. 

Wtlie,  Andrew,  Justice,  opinion  in  the  Hogan  habeas  car' 
pus  case,  562. 


Taj«-CET,  WauAM  L  ,  Rebel  Commissioner  to  England,  let- 
ter of,  to  Earl  Russell,  27  ;  reported  conversation  >nth 
Earl  RusstU,  27  ;  Senator  in  First  Rebel  Congress,  401 ; 
death,  401. 

Yates,  Rich.akd,  Governor  of  Illinois,  signer  of  Altoona 

Yeaman  °g'eorge  IL,  Representative  in  Tliirty-Seventb 
Congress,  l:i3 ;  Thirty-Eighth,  140;  resolutions  on  the 
Presldent'semancipatiun  proclamation,  229 ;  resolutions 
on  the  status  of  the  rebellious  States,  327,  328  ;  propo- 
sition relative  to  guerrillas,  561. 

Yellott,  Coleman,  Letter  for  a  convention  in  Maryland,  9; 
public  safety  bill  in  the  Senate  of  Maryland,  9;  pro- 
ceedings on,  39S;  commissioner  from  Legislature  ol 
Maryland  to  visit  Jefferson  Davis,  9 ;  report  of,  9;  also, 
393. 

Yeegee,  E.  M.,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi  to  Florida,  11. 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  resolutions  of,  in  I860, 
506,  507.  In  iNSUERECiioNARy  States:  Address  of, 
517. 

YULEE,  David  Levy,  Senator  in  Thirty-Sixth  Congress,  48 ; 
vTithdrew,  3;  intermediary  between  Col.  Uayno  and 
President  Buchanan,  32 ;  "  secret "  disunion  letter  of, 
892. 

Z 

Zacharie,  J.  W.  &  Co.,  purchase  of  Government  arms  in 

ZoLiicoFFEE,  Felix  K.,  Member  of  Peace  Conference,  t>i>. 


l<rOTICES. 


A  FEW  TESTIMONIALS  OF  THE  FIRST  EDITION  ARE  GIVEN: 
From  Senator  Sherman. 

U.  S.  Senate  Chamber, 

Washington,  March  12, 1865. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  carefully  examined  your  Political  History  of  the  Rebellion,  and  take  great 
pleasure  in  commending  its  accuracy  and  completeness.  You  have  condensed  in  a  compara- 
tively small  space  all  the  material  political  facts  of  the  rebellion,  and  have  provided  a  very 
food  index.  Your  book  is  not  only  valuable  as  a  convenient  reference  for  dates  and  events, 
ut  as  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  history  of  our  time. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  SHERMAN. 
1  Hon.  Edward  McPherson. 


From  Representative  Cox. 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  February  10,  1865. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Allow  me  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  value  of  your  political  and  historical  com- 
pendium. I  have  had  occasion  to  test  its  accuracy,  and  find  that  it  is  not  only  a  great  labor-sa- 
ving manual,  but  a  full  and  truthful  account  of  the  great  causes  and  events  connected  with 
these  wonderful  years  of  our  Republic.  I  trust  that  your  research  and  care  may  be  abun- 
dantly rewarded  by  a  discerning  public. 

With  respect, 

s.  s.  cox. 

Hon.  Edward  McPeeeson. 

Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  in  tho  New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Jfereury,  of  May,  1865 :  "  It  is  the  most  exhaustive  digest  of 
political  facts  and  Coiigressionul  action  wjiicli  has  been  prepared.  It  is  an  admirably  condensed  history,  and  an 
enlarged  edition  will  find  a  cordial  welcome." 

North  American  Revieiu,  January ,  18G5 :  "  Of  great  value  for  reference  and  consultation,  for  it  contains  a  vast  mass  of 
material,  judiciously  selected,  compactly  arranged,  and  conveniently  classified,  cai-efnlly  printed,  and  provided  with  a 
lucid  table  of  contents  ind  a  good  index.  It  will  be  found  a  desirable,  almost  an  indispensable,  supplement  to  the 
methodical  histories  of  the  KeboUion." 

Harper's  Magazine,  November,  IStU :  "  No  one  who  has  not  occasion  to  use  such  a  work  for  constant  reference  can 
appreciate  the  adiiiirablo  niiinuor  in  which  this  has  been  executed." 

Ainerican  Literary  Gazette,  October  1:  "It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  great  value 
of  this  book  in  any  tiling  short  of  871  elaborate  review.  *  *  The  library,  public  or  private,  or  the  public  man,  who  is 
wthout  Mr.  McPiiurson's  history,  will  lack  one  of  tho  most  valuable  and  reliable  sources  of  information." 

New  York  Tribune,  Sejiteiuber  17:  "It  is  beyond  comparison  the  fullest  and  most  lucid  compilation  of  propo- 
Bitions,  votes,  acts,  &c.,  Ac,  in  Congress,  Military  Orders,  &c.,  Ac,  (ConI'e<lerate  as  w«ll  <ia  Union,)  that  was  ever  made." 

Nezu  York  World,  September  20 :    "  A  full,  accurata,  and  clear  compilation." 

New  York  Times,  October  10:  "Wo  nss>ne  all  who  have  occasion  to  study  the  events  of  the  current  history 
of  the  country  that  they  will  tind  it  a  storehouse  of  information,  which  they  cannot  procure  in  so  compact  a  form  else- 
where." 

New  York  Post,  October  11 :  "  It  is  every  way  a  work  deserving  of  the  warmest  commendation,  as  being  the  most 
complete  yet  compact  comiiilation  of  facts  and  documents  on  tho  subject  of  which  it  treats,  that  has  yet  appeared." 

Philadelphia  Prc.is,  Septenibor  21:  "lie  has  shown  not  merely  industry,  but  judgment  and  ability  in  collecting, 
condensing,  and  i>roperly  arranging  his  materials.  *  *  The  copious  and  exjict  index  makes  the  book  invaluable, 
because  most  roa<lily  accessible  for  reference." 

Philadelphia  Age,  September  21:  "  It  is  u  complete  synopsis  of  Federal  and  Confederate  political  history  since  1860. 
No  question  or  matter  of  importance  is  omitted." 

Philadelphia  North  American,  September  22:  "One  of  the  most  valuable  political  digests  which  have  been  published 
in  this  country  for  a  long  time." 

Philadelphia  Inquirer:    "  A  copious,  accurate,  and  valuable  contribution  to  our  national  history." 

Philadelphia  Sundai/  Dispatch,  September  25  :  "A  work  of  reference  which  no  politician  nor  citizen  who  desires  to 
be  well  posted  in  the  jiffairs  of  thi'  nation  can  do  without." 

Philadelphia  Ledger,  September  28:    "  As  a  work  of  reference  and  material  for  the  future  historian,  it  is  infalnable." 

Pldladelpliia  Evening  T'legraph,  October  26 :  "  No  one  who  takes  any  interest  in  the  great  events  which  have  for  four 
years  convulsed  our  land  should  neglect  to  peruse  with  care  this  really  valuable  work." 

Philadelphia  Eoening  Bulletin,  Octohi-r 'Zl :  "It  more  than  fulfils  the  expectations  th.at  were  raised  concerning  it. 
We  must  express  our  admiration  of  the  zeal,  intelligence,  and  industry  shown  in  tho  preparation  of  this  work." 

ZJa/^i/Jioce  .^  mcn'can,  September  26 :  "Wo  can  liardly  refei  to  another  instjince  of  such  successful  condensation  as 
this  book  exhibits.     It  requires  no  puffing  to  attract  purchasers." 

Washington  National  Intelligencer,  August  26 :  "In  no  other  work  can  they  find  the  materials  of  history  so  faithfully 
compiled,  so  copiously  selected,  and  so  ju<liciou8ly  arranged.  To  all  students  of  history,  to  journalists,  to  publicists,  and 
to  intelligent  readers  of  every  cliiss,  it  will  be  an  invaluable  repository  of  facts  and  memoranda  relating  to  the  eventful 
times  in  which  we  live." 

Washington  Chrmncle,  September  2:  "  It  is  the  most  thorough  work  of  the  kind  wo  have  over  seen.  A  volume  like  thig 
SBves  an  inimen-sity  of  labor  to  the  legislator,  the  editor,  and  the  public  speaker,  as  well  as  to  the  historian." 

Boston  Advertiser,  Ueceniber  15:  "TIk-  limits  presented  to  the  compiler  have  been  used  to  extraordinary  advantage, 
and  for  referenco  W((  know  of  no  single  volume  approaching  in  value  to  this." 

Boston  Traveller,  December  15:  "No  other  work  yet  published  is  equal  to  it  either  as  an  authority  or  for  thor- 
oughness and  completeiiesM." 

Boslnn  I'list,  Koiiruary  21,  1865:  "We  have  given  it  a  careful  examination,  and  believe  it  is  a  very  valuable  companion 
for  till)  stu<lent  of  the  ruliellion.  Tho  arrangement  of  the  matter  is  admirable,  and  this,  in  connection  with  the  index, 
gretitly  fucilitatis  investigation." 

The  Metliodist,  April  15,  1866:  "Mr.  McPherson  had  a  hard  task  before  him,  and  he  has  done  it  well.  His  history  is 
^  all  oilds  the  most  valuable  work  of  its  kind  yet  publishetl.  *  *  We  think  his  the  most  feasible  and  sensible  plan 
of  writing  the  history  of  the  rebellion." 

London  Alhenmim,  .January  7,  1865  :  "  As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  test  it,  the  book  is  an  ac<ur«te  and  thoroughly 
honest  repertory  of  historical  data;  and  in  that  li;;lit,  we  doubt  not,  it  will,  in  the  couisu  of  n  few  years,  be  esteemed 
by  writers  and  students  of  all  countries  and  all  p.irties." 
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A  STANDARD  WORK  ON  THE  REBELLION. 

McPHERSON'S 

POLITICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  REBELLION, 

■WI1H   A 

COPIOUS  CHAPTER  ON  THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  REBELLION. 


From  November  6,  1860,  to  April  15,  1865. 


The  Second  Edition  of  this  valuable  and  popular  Work  gives  all  the  matter  in  the  first, 
carefully  revised,  with  the  addition  of  an  Appendix,  containing  the  Church  Chapter,  and  bringing 
the  History  down,  through  the  late  Presidential  Canvass  and  the  last  Session  of  the  Union  and 
the  Rebel  Congress,  to  the  death  of  President  Lincoln,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Rebel  Admiu- 
istration. 

Among  its  chief  contents,  are  these: 

I.     The  Various  State  Papers  of  the  Period — both  Executive,  Legislative,  and  Judicial- 
classified  according  to  dates  and  subjects. 
II.     A  Record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  rebellious  States  between  the  Presidential  election 
of  1860  and  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  including  the  important  Ofiicial  Papers 
produced  by  the  Secession  movement. 

III.  The  Action  of  the  last  Congress  of  President  Buchanan's  Administration,  with  a  State- 

ment of  each  Proposition  of  Adjustment  ofi"ered,  and  the  votes  theeeon,  in  Congress, 
the  Peace  Conference,  and  other  Adjustment  Organizations. 

IV.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  the  Rebel  States,  with  the  points 

of  difference. 
V.    President  Lincoln's  First  and  Second  Inaugural  Addresses,  his  Various  Annual  Mes- 
sages, and  all  other  papers  relating  to  the  War  and  its  Issues. 
VI.    Congressional,  Executive,  and  Judicial  Action  respecting  the  Arrest  of  Citizens,  and  the 

writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 
VII.     Laws,  Decisions,  and  Votes  upon  Confiscation  and  Sequestration. 
VIII.     The  WHOLE  record  upon  proposed  Compensated  Emancipation,  and  upon  the  policy  of 
Emancipation. 
IX.    All  proposed  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;   and  the  Votes 
upon  that  for  the  Extinction  of  Slavery  both  in  Congress  and  tJie  varioits  State 
Legislatures. 
X.    All  other  Votes,  Orders,  and  Action  respecting  every  other  phase  of  the  multiform  Sla- 
very Question,  both  in  the  Union  and  the  Rebel  Congress. 
XI.     The  Military  Legislation  of  the  Period,  together  with  the  Orders  of  the  Military  respect- 
ing Elections,  Impressment  of  Property,  Occupancy  of  Churches,  &c. 
XII.     The  Niagara  Falls  and  Hampton  Roads  Peace  Negotiations,  and  all  Congressional  and 
Legislative  Action  proposed  or  taken  on  the  sul)ject  of  Peace. 

XIII.  The  Action  of  Congress,  the  Executive,  and  the  Military  relating  to  the  vexed,  and 

still  unsettled,  Question  of  Reconstruction. 

XIV.  The  Diplomacy,  and  the  Financial  Movements  of  the  Pericxl. 
XV.     Full  lists  of  the  Union  and  Rebel  Administrations. 

XVI.     The  National  Conventions  at  Cleveland,  Baltimore,  and  Chicago,  with  the  Platforms, 
Nominations,  and  Acceptances  of  the  candidates  of  each. 
XVII.     The  Correct  Vote  at  the  Presidential  Election  of  1860,  and  of  1864. 
XVIII.     The  Church  and  the  Rebellion — giving  the  Action  of  each  Denomination  since  1861  on 
the  State  of  the  Country ;  the  action  of  the  Churches  in  the  Rebel  States ;  the  relations 
of  the  Military  to  the  Churches  in  the  Border  and  the  Insurrectionary  States;  and 
the  Reconstruction  of  Churches. 
XIX.     Original  Records  from  the  Office  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General,  illustrating  the  opera- 
tion of  Emancipation  in  the  Southwest,  and  the  character  of  the  Rebellion. 
The  work  may  be  justly  said  to  be  a  magazine  of  facts,  arranged  in  logical  order,  or  grouped 
in  natural  harmony,  and  contains  an  exhaustive  Index,  which  makes  reference  to  both  names  and 
subjects  ready  and  ca.iy. 

It  is.  toe  most  tuorough,  accurate,  impartial,  anIt  complete  compendium  of  the 
bebellion  which  has  yet  been  published,  and  covers  the  whole  op  President  Lincoln's 
Administration. 

One  volume  8vo,  653  pp.,  cloth.     Price  |5,  free  by  mail. 

PI  1 1  LP  &  SOLOMONS,  Publishers,    '^^ 
'  Metropolitan  Book  IStoue,  Washiiujlun,  D  0. 
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